th
27 Jear O PUBLICATON OF PUBLICATION

KASHMIR OBSERV

Wednesday 24 January 2024 | Srinagar | Vol; 27 | Issue: 20 | Pages: 08 | Price: €3

www.kashmirobserver.net e twitter.com / kashmirobserver o facebook.com/kashmirobserver e Postal Regn: L/159/K0/SK/2014-2016

Anticipation Peaks In Kashmir

Winter Bliss
Expected By
Month-End

Observer News Service
Srinagar: As reuple are

longing to bid adieu to
the prolonged dry spell in
Kashmir, the weather office
has forecasted the possibil-
ity of light snowfall at places
in the valley from Thursday
afternoon to January 31,
Residents eagerly prayed for
a respite from the impact
thisextended dry period hias
had on various sectors, the
upcoming  snowfall holds
the promise of answering
those heartfelt prayers.

The delay in snowfall has
created a sense of longing
among tourists also who
had envisioned 2 spowy
landscape during their visit
to Kashmir. Media reports
quoted many tourists hop
ing that the magic of winter
will soon unfokd.

The MeT has said that the
dry weather is likely to con-
tinue till Janwary 24,

private weather fore-
caster | Kashmir Weather) on
Tuesday predicted a pessible
fight to moderate snowfall

over high reaches of Kashmir
under the influence of first
Wiestern Disturbance, while
it said the higher reaches of
Ladakh may witness light
snowfall between 25th and
26rh January.

‘While ruling owt any ma-
jor weather disturbance said
that light rainfsnow show-
€f5 can occur over plains of
Kashmir on 26ch of January.

He said the second
Western  Disturbances  are
expected from  28-January
to 30th January, which may
cause moderate snowiall over
higher reaches of fammu and
Kashmir with Doodhpathri,
Gulmarg, Pahalgam,
Sonamarg, Gurez, Sinthan
Top and Peer Ki Gali having
chances of heavy snowfall.

During  the  second
Western Disturbances, the
plains of Kashmir may wit
ness light to moderate rain]
snow with few inches of
snowlall possible over seme
plains, Jammi may witness
ight to moderate rain show:
ers and snowfall over the
higher reaches | Maee an P&

Public Grievances Redressal
Programme In South Kashmir

90% Of Terrori

10riginales

From OQutside J&K : DGP

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Cross-border in-
filtration in Jammu and
Kashmir remains a challenge
for the forces, but the securi-
ty situation is under control,
Director General of Police RR
Swain said on Tuesday,

"The security situation is
under control, The biggest
aspect of security is law and
oeder, and we think that we
have been able to control the
public order on mads, etc
Swain told reporters on the
sidelines of a Public Grievances
Redressal — Programme at
Awantipora in south Kashmir's
Pulwarma district,

The DGP sabd cross-bor-
der infiltration s a chal
lenge for the security forces,

"¥es, It Is a challenge for

us that a few terrorists are

coming in from  outside,
They are infilitating and
then along with some peo
ple here, they try o vitiate
the atmosphere, It is a chal
lenge - one which we see
with a different perspective.

"We see it the way that
our own | Mare on P&

1200 Applications Received, Concerns Addressed

ublic Darbar held by the Director General of Police (DGP}

R R Swain is

asa

beneficial i

' A g

a direct platform for the public to raise concerns, seek
assistance and engage with law enforcement, People say this
approach promotes trulnsparency and Domml!!ml involvement,

and furthes

the police and

the public. According to the news agency | Mare on P&

On Camera: For First Time Scientists

KO Web Desk
Srinagar: Since the 1980s,
scientists  have  known

that neighboring plants
communicate with each
ather as soon as any dan-
ger of attack is detected in
their vicinity.

However, sclentists
didn't understand exactly
how plants received these
warting  messages {rom
their neighbors,

Now, a team of scien-
tists from Japan has made
an incredible discovery,

capturing real-time foot
age of plants "ralking" to
ach other, According to
Science Alert, plants are
surrounded by a fine mist
of airbome compounds
that they use to commu-
nicate, These compounds
are llke smells and warn
plants of danger nearby,
The wideo recorded by
the Japanese scientists
has tevealed how plants
receive and respond to
these aerial alarms. This
sigmificant  achievement,
led by molecular biologist

Women, Youths Can Rid Country Of

Corruptl(m, Dynasticism: PM

Says We Have The C dp.lhl]:t_\ Of Providing Solution To World's Challenges

Press Trust Of India

New  Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said nepotism,
dynasticism and corrup
tion in politics impeded
India's development after
independence and called
on  people,  especially
women and the youth, o
end these "evils”.

Speaking ar a func
tion to celebrate the
127th birth anniversary

of Metaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. Modi said the twin
evils of nepotism and dy-
nasticism started domi-
nating India's democracy
after independence,
"Netaji had said thatifwe
want to make India great,
the foundation of palitical
democracy and demaocratic
socfety should be strang
But unfortunarely, after in-
dependence, his idea came
under severe atack” the

prime minister said.

Madi sald Metaji inder
stood very well the chal-
lenges facing the country

and  warped  everyome
about them.
“After  independence,

evils ke nepotism and
dynasticism started

dominating India’s de-
mocracy, This has also
been a major reason why
India could not develop at
the pace it should have”
Modi said.

He said India‘s yourh
and women power can
free the | More on PG

o

AFTER INDEPENDENCE, EVILS LIKE NEPOTISM and dynasticism started
dominating India's democracy. This has also been a major reason
why India could not develop at the pace it should have.”

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas
Inspired By Lord Ram: PM

Mew Delhi: The man-
tra of ‘sabka saath,
sabka  wikas, sabka
vishwas® is inspired
by Lord Ram, wrote
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in re-
sponse 1o President
Croupadi  Murmi's
legter to him, “The re-
sults of this mantra are
visible everywhere to-
day. In the last decade,
the country. It has
succeeded in bringing
25 crore people out of
poverty” he wrote,
“Loed Ram has given
the inspiration of sab-
ka saath, sabka saath,
Sablka vishwis aur sab-
ka prayas (everyone’s
SUPPOIE,  EvEryone’s
development,  every-
one’s faith and every-
one'’s effort)” he said,
“The ideals of Lord

Ram give us constant
encrgy o work for
welfare and empower-
ment of the poer”,

e

| have returned
from there with
an Ayodhya in
my heart.™

Murmu  had
written 3 fwo-page
letter to the Prime
Minister on the eve of
the inauguration of the
grand Ram temple in
Ayodina and called the
nationwide celebratory
armosphere around the
event an “uninhibired
expression of the eter-
nial soul of ncia™

P Mo | More on PG

Ladakh Bodies Submit Draf To Home Ministry
Demand Statehood, Sixth Schedule

KO Web desk

Srinagar: The Apex Body of
Leh and Kargil Democratic
Alliance  have  submit-
ted a detailed draft to the
Ministry of Home Affairs
and urged the govern
ment to grant full state-
hood and Gth Schedule
for Ladakh. This was in
formed by Chering Dorjey,
Co-Chairman of the Apex
Body while addressing a
press conference

This comes after a meet-
ing was held on December
4, which was chaired by
Union Minister of State for
Home Mityanand Rai, Both
bodies were asked to sub-
mir a comprehensive draft
of demands to the ministry,

The draft explains that
keeping in view history,

taf e L

ATEHOOD %

strategic importance, en
vironmental significance;
similarity with  other
States in the North East
and various other param-
eters, Ladakh deserves to
be granted statehood,
“Doing so will not only
enhance the political repre-
sentation and empower the
Iocals, but it will alse help

Republie Day Function

Multi-layer Security Apparatus In Place Around Venu

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Security has been

htened in Kashmir abead
of Republic Day to ensure
smooth and peaceful cel
ebrations in the valley, with
police and other security
personnel carmying out sa-
nitisation and area domina
tion exercises, officials sail
on Taesday.

Police and paramilitary
personnel have been de
ployed in the city and oth-
er district headguarters,
they said. Checkpoints

OUR DEMAND
6TH SCHEDULE

the locals manifest their as-
pirations. within the demo-
cratic framework and also
foster a sense of belonging
and participation in the
nation-building  process”
claimed Chering Dorjey.

Stating that Ladakh is a
Tribal majority area with
a fragile environment, he
said that | More on PR

have been established at
various places in Srinagar,

especially at the entry
paints of the city and other

FCIK Secks Financial
Amnesty for J&K Industries

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The
Federation of Chambers
of Industries Kashmir
{FCIK) has solicited en
dorsement of the LG
administration to the
Uridon government for
the gramt of .ll'I'H'IL'S[_','
CORCETNIng clefauilts
in Goods and Services
Tax [GST). Employees
Provident Fund (EPF),

Employees State
Insurance [(ESIL and
Income Tax.

The FCIK statement
was (eleased on the
heels of a scheduled
meeting of a delegation
from the Jammu and
Kashmir government,
under the leadership
of the Chiel Secretary,

districts, they said,

Security forces  were
conducting random check-
ing of vehicles and frisking
of people to thwart the
movement of subversive
elements, they said,

‘While the main Republic
Day function will take
place in Jammu which
will be presided by Jammu
and  Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manaj Sinha, the
biggest function in the val
ey will be held at Bakshi
Stadinm here. Similar func-
tians will be

Police To Conduct
Anti-Sabotage
Check At

Railway Stations

ot A ke
TO0 8

A uidlar (P 21
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id major security beef-up ahead of Republic Day celebrations here, the fammu and Kashmir
police will be conducting an anti-sabotage check of rallway assets. These directions were

)

mage trectt- Natere Commurications

by Adiditional Director General of Pofice (ADGP) Rallways, Sunil Kumar during a
security review meeting here this evening. The ADGP directed all the officers to ensure that Anti-
Sabotage Check of rallway stations, rallway tracks and surrcunding areas are being | Mare on P&

PLANTS PERCEIVE VOCS RELEASED
BY MECHANICALLY OR HERBIVORE-
DAMAGED neighbouring plants
and induce various defence responses. Such
interplant communication protects plants from

environmental threats."

Masatsugu  Toyota from
Saitama University, was
published in the journal
Nature Communications.

Other  members  of
the team included Yuri
Aratani, a PhD student,
and Takuya Uemura, 2

postdoctoral researcher.
The team observed how
an undamaged plant re-
sponded 1o volatile organ
ie compounds (VOCS) re-
leased by plants damaged
by insects or otherwise,
“Plants perceive VOCs

with the Union Finance
Ministry in connection
with interim  budget
consularions,

‘While reiterating
these demands, FCIK
stared that due to the
intensification of per
petual stress over the
past several years, 4
substantial number of
industrial enterprises
in Jammu and Kashmir
had defaulted in regular
filing of rerurns and re-
mission of timely pay-
ment towards GST, EFF,
ESL and Income Tax.

“These  defaulers
include  those  units
which have been under
perpetual stress for a
long time and have also
rendered sick for mulk
tiple | More on PG

M Ahmad

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court of India has upheld
acquittal of a man who
had “suffered incarcera-
tion for nearly 16 years"
before walking out of jail
in connection with a
case regarding kill-
ingofaSarpanch in
Gandoh  Bhalessa

in Bhaderwah dis-

trict in 2002,

“We have reserva-
tion with the observations
made in the impugned
judgment qua Section 34
of the Indian Penal Code,
1860, which are not in
accord with the settled
legal positicn. Even on
merits the lindings ane

J&K's Final
Electoral Rolls Out
2.31 Lakh Voters Added
Agencies

Srinagar: The final electoral
rolls have been published
here today in all Polling
Stations, offices of Electoral
Registration Officers, District
Election Officers and  host-
ed on the website of Chief
Electoral Officer, Jammu and
Kashmir with addition of 2.31
lakh new vaters,

According to 3 press hand-
out issued by the office of
Chiefl Electoral Officer in this
regard, 86,000 names have
been deleted because of death,
shifting or other reasons be-
sides correction in details of
.45 lakh efectors during the
process. As of now, there are
86.97 lakh electors including
4435 lakh male and 42.58
lakh female voters. The elec
tor population ratio has im-
proved from 0,59 ro 0.60 and
gender ratio from 924 to 954,

As per the detalled direc
tions of Election Commission
of India (ECI), the process of
Special Summary Revision of
Electoral Roll with qualifying
date as 15t January, J024 was
carried out. The process in-
volved two major stages, the
first stage was with regard
to training of EROs, AERDS,
BLOs etc., house to house vis-
its by BLOs and rationaliza-
tion of Polling Stations which
wids carried out from june to
September, 2023, During the
process, as per the criteria
of the ECI 259 new Polling
Stations were | More on P&

Minor Booked For
Derogatory Social
Media Post

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A minor was booked
on Tuesday for allegedly post-
ing derogatory content on
social media in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kishtwar district,
police said

Acting  promptly  against
a derogatory social media
post, an FIR was registered at
Chatroo police station against
a minor who posted the con-
rent, they said,

The police cyber cell is con-
tinuously monitoring all social
media activities and - strict
action will be taken against
those found violating cyber
laws, officials said,

Sarpanchs Killing In Bhaderwah
SC Upholds Man's Acquittal
\llcr 16 Yrs Of Incarceration

debatable,” said a bench of
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Dipankar Datta.

“However, it s pointed
out to us that the respon
dent, Tark Mattoo, has suf-
fered actual incarceration for
nearly 16 years and is not in-

vohved inany other case/

offence, Furthermaore,

the respandent Tariq

Martoa has not been

invobved in any of

fience post his release

o the directions of the

Higgh Court in the impugned
Judgment”.

In the above circum
res, the court said,
s are not inclined to is-
sue notice in the present
special leave petition.”

“We also | More on P&

sk

s Capture Plants "Talking' To Each Other In Face Of Danger

released by mechanically
af herbivore-damaged
neighbouring plants and
induce varnous  defence
responises, Such interplant
communication  protects
plants from environmen-
tal threats” the authors
said in the study,

To capture the commu-
nication, these scientists
used an air pump con-
nected 1o a container of
leaves and  caterpillars,
and another box with
Arabidopsis  thaliana, a
common wead from the

mustard family.

Schence Alert said that
caterpillars  were  al
lowed to feed on leaves
cut from fomato plants
and Arabidopsis thaliana,
and the researchers cap-
tured the responses of a
second, intact, insect-free
Arabidopsis plant to those
danger cues.

The researchers  had
added a biosensor that
glowed green and cal-
cium ions were detected,
Calcium  signalling s
something | More on PE
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Office Of The Executive Engineer,

Mechanical And Hospital Division, Handwar

Xenmhdhandwarai@gm
GIST
Of E-NIT 26 of 2023-24, issued vide M&HDH/T5/1586-89, Dated: - 19-01-2024.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Gavemor, UT of J&K, e-tenders in twa (0Z) cover system are invited from Registered Experienced firms for
the following wark; -
Name of Wark

Estimated CostCostof T/Doc. (in [EMD (inlacs) Completion

| : {in lacs) Days)
Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of *Progam- 332 80

Imabiz Dancing type” fauntain curn Aerators with water features|

Inside Wullar Lakein front of Vintage Park near S.K.Payeen

Distict Bandipoea.

Praject Authority : Wullar Consenvation and Maragemsent Autherity Administrative Approval Accorded by Wullar Conservation and

Managament Autharity vide order No, 06/ WUCMA of 2022-23 dated 14 102023, cireulated vide Noe -CED/WUCMA/2023/100-112 Dated
14302023,

Jupess). 1
4000.00 654

Tachnical Sancthon Accorded by Chisf Engineer Machanical & Hospital Enginearing Department vide ordar na. MHED/K/TS/74 DATED
17127073 issued vide No. MHEDVKTS-475¢4481-63 DATED 2712 2023

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibslity criteria, minimum specifications, bill of quantities (B.0.0) set of
terms and conditions of contract and other detads can be seen /downioaded from the

L Dalzu!lss.wl'TemNnLlr.! ED.DI 2024 (1800 HRS)

2. Period of downloading of the bidding ~ From 21.00.2024 {1000 HRS) to 09.02.2024 (14:00 HRS)

| Poument

3 Periodelc i F Empcutvee , Mechanical and mnuwmmmnrmm

Jated from 23002024 to 03-02-2024 on telephone noJDOSITIZAY.
Iﬁn}_?m& from 1LOG HRS o 1400 HRS in the office of the sunlmmrﬂrg Enm Medum:a.l
W Hnml ircle, Kashmir,
L. Howeer the linik shall b

" Date. time and place of pretad mesting

wha shall mak

L L mal 24 HRS tof
5. Bid Submission Start Date From 04,(12.20124 (14,04 HRS) {pesst pre-bid meeting).
B B SubmissionEnd Date DN!JD‘&[EUDWSF
0. Kostof Bidding Document Fs.4000.00
B [Tenderdocument fee tobedeposiied  jn the shape of e-chalandd transterac g mepay or
By ofher mobile: App) to be uploaded with o &
5pl ‘#ion Handwara.
|Bank: J&K Bark. Brainche Handwasa man,
[FSC Coder MEADHNDWAR
ﬂ“mtm D'Iﬂﬂl.ﬂ‘.\?ﬂﬂﬂle)
ch gerinty of the receiot of tender docoment fee.
L e ] mmm:mmmmmmmmmmmmnfmmmm l
] ar oy Dl st EW!E’RMEM EGHS&EAWDDHSKI&NI'Y
FOR/TOR pledged to Super
Hnsdulmgneenrgclus’dwu KaﬂuﬂrhEInofuuMuhddusmllbmhsedm
rnenlamr open ,.ntukehmm uccessful e refeased after submission
+ riomance guam
. mnnmmhmmuilhemrwtnl D.l?ﬂi‘io‘l]‘ﬂﬂmlnﬂ‘laﬂleUTSUDEHM!I’GI!EMMKMM-II&H‘mﬂlsUKb
| Hidsonfine__ Kashmit, Srinagar.
M. Dase & Time of opening of Tin b I i

Bids {onine) |
The bidding documents cmslstlng u!walrhl}ng Inf:wmatlun dlghulvmﬂa.bﬂl ofuuarmtles (Boq), st of terms
and conditions of contract fromthe gov.inin as per above
schedule.
Note: the successful bidder, if nu{alreadmgmmd 5l||atl have to get registered on JKPWDOMS as a registered contrac-

details can be

torin PW (R&B) Department, for the p f receiving pay
Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Mechanical & Hospital Division,
DIPK-15531/23 Handwara
| dated: 23-01-2024

rnment Of Jammu And Kashmir

Jammu & Kashmir Services Selection Board

CPO Chawk Pan mplex Rambagh Srinagar.

Subject Conduct of
2024 - regarding.

nation flor the postof Accounts Assistant, Finance Department on 28th January

NOTIFICATION

The Jamemu and Kashemir Services Selection Board { JKSS8) |s scheduled to conduct the OMR Based Written Examination for the past
of dcoounts Assistant, F tment advert ised New 04 of 2020, [tem No. 106 0n 28.01.2024.

Accordingly. all mﬁd.ﬁt&s MN in the said mmnamn e advised to plan their travel mavement in advance snd ramain avail-
abl!a'r ire d to them, as reflected on their Admit Cards which are avall abts on

betoeof e Eoand (wwel In}, to avold any appearing for the sald examination. Moreover, candidates
are also scvised to follow the instructions as provided intheir Admit Cands,

{ Reyaz Ahmad Malk) JKAS

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrangly written in my passport bearing
o L9814056 As Namra Zahoor Rangrez and Mother's name
s Firah while my correct name is Namea Zahoor and cormect
mather's name ks Shah Firsh which needs to be conected,
If anybody has any objectéon in this regard hes/she ma\rﬂe
hiz/her objection in the office of the Regional Passi
fice Srinagar within a period of seven Ilaysfmnthedat! or
pbulication of this notice. After that no objection shall be
entertalined.
Narrra Zshoos
[voZahoor Ahmad Rangrez
RioFirdous Colony Lane No 1, Chandpora Harvan

m

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri
(Executive Magistrate Ist Class)
Subject: issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birthy Death certificate.
PUBLIC NUI'ICE

rheheglmram\sem Deaths Blod Officer

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd.

-
- IT Assurance Department, |
Q*J&K Bank Ground Floor, Alr Indla Bullding
sirdn, Resldoncy Road, Srinagar 150001

Online Request for Proposal (e-RFP)
For
Digital Insurance Business Solution
(Hosted Model)

RFP Natice along with Complete RFP document outlining
the minimum requirements can be downloaded from and
BIDs can be submitted on the Banks' e-Tendering Portal|
httpsy//ikbankabcprocure.com wel Janvary 22, 2024,
16.00 Hrs. RFP Document can also be downloaded from|
Bank's Official Website www]kbank.com. Last date for

submission of Bads is February 12, 2024, 17.00 Hrs.

e~ RFP Rel.No. JHB/CHQ/ITA /Digital-Insurance /2024-955
Dated: 20-01-2024

VLA B Srivager FROOGR, Fameri. eaia
GRS ESCOOY | T TR R KOORE 1 DO 240 T
Ik Bk bl o | W e m bbb o,

DIPK-NB-5355/23 DATED: 13-01-2024

Wagaora/Chy fil

Birth of Haseeb Ayaz Wani 50 Ayaz Ahmad Wani Rfo Walla-
man Tehsil Wagoora Distt. Bararmul la having verified the Date
of Birth/Death, as DB/04/2015 and event has been shown to
b oecured at SDH Kroeri for issuance of Delay orders. In this
conmection, if anyone have any objection tothe ssuance of
delay order of birth/death certificate shall present his/her to
chairn this office within 07 days, after that no chjection shall
be entertained.
knl

Exerutive Magistrate kst Class

O T bt diizme pE bk
sgltigeldpinte S entfs i
2 bl Qb s p a2 U bt

05-02-1998 DOByiw

From The Principal
District Judge, Srinagar
Fmsml Mr. Jawad Ahmad
Shakeeta W/o Sheikh Bashir shmad R/o Rose

Meme HMT , Zainakote Srinagar
i Shelkh Athar Bashir S/ Sheikh Bashir Ahmad R
H 70, Rose Avenue, HMT , Zainakote Srinagar

A Atifa Bashir Do Sheikh Bashir Ahmad R/o H-70
Ihs!lwrue HMT , Zainakote Seinagar

" Baila Bashis Do Sheikh Bashic Ahmad Réo H-T0
Imgeﬂ.mme HMT , Zainakote Srinagar
5 Mahak Bashi D/ Shelk Bashir AhmadR/a H70
Rose Averuse, HMT , Zainakate Stinagar

Petitianers
WS
Public At Large

Respordants.

Innurrumzrut

for issuance of i ificate in favour of
lhe :m"lwanu[sp)l
otice To Public At Large

‘Where the petitioners(s) FILED ABOVE TITLED PETITON BE-
FORE THIS COURT OF ISSUANCE OF SUCCESSION certificate in
favour of Petitiones|) In respect of Ry 33,15,000 as debits and
securities in name of Deceased Namely: Shedih Bashir Ahmad
S Sheikh Ghularn Ahmad Rio Syed All Akber Fateh Kadal Sri-
nagar at Present H-70 Rose Avenue, HMT , Zainakote Srinagar
who died on 012023 The petition |s pending di before
this court and the next date ofhearing is foed on 13-02-2024
Public Motice Is hereby kssued, Informing all and sundry theough
the drom of this proclamation that at any anyone has any ob-
fection for hesshe / they shall
appear before this court either personally or through counsel
or any authorized agent and file objections an or before 13-02-
2024 F 1 will be take:
ardiers will ba passed in the same
Incase, the date fived is declared as holiday the matter shall be
taken on the et working day.

(GEven under my hand and seal of this court on
Jawad Ahmad Principal
District Judge, Stinagar
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Srinagar Techies Develop
“Rakt Daan” App To
Facilitate Blood Donation

Observer News. Service

Srinagar: To eaze off the pro-
cess of bieod donation, two
techies from Srinagar have
developed an app “Raki
Diann™ to ensure the accessi
bility of blood for the needy.

Usman Tareen and
Movesd Showkat  Malik
from Srinagar through this
app connect donors with in-
dividuals in need.

“The Inaccessibility of
blood in Kashmir and the
lack of a coordinated blood
donation program lad to
the development of this
app. People frequently use
social media to request
blood and make donations,
which iz not streamlined.
5o, we developed this App
to minke blood denation and
its accessibility simpler,”
Usman, one of the develop
erssaid.

He said the app features
an easy-to-use registration

feature that allows usersto  Maveed said, Dbsercer News Sarvice

quickly register as donors The developers aremow | —

by providi ug the location  plaining tomake Rkt Daan | Srinagar:

and blood ty, avaklabile throughout lisdia Nowhatta in the old city gathered
“The app i‘:uis nearby "We're dedicated to | for special prayers on Tuesday,

eligible domors instanta-
necusly, doing away with
the nead for laborious tea-
ditional approsches, Users
may obtain real-time in-
formation on blood supply

Haveed, another devel-
aper of the app, sid that the
app offers o more straight-
forward registration pro-
cwss for blood donors.

"A person can register
ns a blood denor and pro
wide his location through o
fairly ensy process. When
o reciplent in the same vi
cinity needs blood, his o
hear name will appear. The
beneficiary won't require
permission, but we will get
in contact with the giver to
anithorise his vegkatration,”
he said.

The apps developers
reported that after a month,
they are receiving positive
feedbock from users.
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Stray canines inguest of food, made thelr way to the middie of the Jhelum River, water level of which has
drop

ped to anall-time low amid prolonged dry spell in Kashmir. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

“Raokt Daan is run mon-
profitably by our company,
Wob Solved, with o focus on
sockal couses rather than 1l
nancial gati. We want more
people to sign up for this
pp %o that everyome who
requires blood is saved,”

transforming  society for
the better by applying our
Emowledge in digital tech-
nology, We want to em

residents o

seaking divine imtervention for
an end to the prolonged dry spell.
during the Urs-s-Mubarak of Haz

Amid Dry Weather, Special Prayers
Held On Urs Syed Taajdin

rat Abul Hassan Mir Syed Taajdin
Homadani {R_A).

The spiritual atmosphere
filled the air as the community
came together at the Nowhatta
shrine to honor the revered Haz-
rat Abul Hassan Mir Syed Taa-
jdin Hamadand (R.A), morking
the auspicious oceasion of Urs-e-

Mubarak,

Devotees  sadd  that special
prayers were held today mmbdst the
prolonged dry spell in Knshmir.

Moreover, Salat-ul-Istisga to
seek rnin ond suow wos offered
at multiple places so far while the
people also prepared Sas-Ras at
different places.

power comununities to save
lives together by develop

any ing ! ork of _ 1 1 |
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Noorbagh-Qamarwari
in Srinagar, a project N prog
ress for neariy 13 years, is final
Iy appronching its conclusion,
a3 per offictals from the Roads
Building and Bridges (REB) de-

Chief Engineer RE:B Eash-
mir, Sajad Ahmad Nageeb, in-
Pormed that the proje

Bridge  hos mow been sddressed.
“The construction is in full
wwing, and wo hope the long
awaited project will be com-
pleted by June of this year,” the
Clilef Engluwer snid

Originally slated for com
pletion within four years, the
R&B Department faced multi-
ple deadline extenalons.

day condoled the sudden demise of
Samridhi Gupta, a student of the
Electronics and Communication Exn-
gineering (ECE) Department. who left
[or heavenly abode on Monday
Hiailing from the Bakshi Nagar area
of Jasnmu, Sanridhi was a Tth Semes-
ter student from the ECE 2060 Batch
and was in her final year. As per the
family, she suecumbed due to cardiae

which

i was marred by delays, is now Loeals said they are eageriy mrest. Describing Samridhi’s passing

Gl U".as U.z,f‘_,.,}.l.\jg,l Jrueis] | expectsd to be completed by — waiting for the bridge's comple- away o6 both witimely ond sorrowful,
P f Peiam o f ]| June this year, tion. They sndd the bridge will Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. A. Ravin-
rll'x‘:ﬂ 60 ;f_ah'.fdn- Foa?| Speaking about the proj- hl'mzu‘innf]hneht! and couve | der Math conveyed his deep prief snd
o 31 $208 i Py nienee for then. offered proyers for pesce and mercy for
Fadly i el "'”""- - The i o swi the departed soul. He extended heavtfelt
Je Jezr J’ Uizl 2 L) lon Cﬂﬂs:;.ltﬁ(_lal"l:ts lli‘l.:: SW "]i':j"d ‘re hngf!ﬁe condolenices to the bereaved Bunily wod
s Juas g erq*hJ;.;)J’/liW g-awaited project wi completed by June S year proyed for them to fised the strength mad

! forbearanee to cope with the loss.

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF
JISCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

AWANTIPORA, KASHMIR.

NOTICEIIW'ITING TENDER

E-NIT Na: -IUST/EW)/23/TEND)/ TOE-WALL/13; Dated: 23 .01-2004.

Far and on behalf of Vice Chancellor, lslamic University of Science and Technalogy, Awantipora, J&K
U, E-Tenders {in Two cover system) are imvited on percentage basis, from approved and eligible
contractors registered with JEK UT Govt [ CPWD [ Raways or other State [ Cemiral Gowt.
far thse faliowing work,

th: Construction of Toe Wall and Stone

ai Girls Hostel site 1 ILIST Cam|

S —

ised Cost of Construction Rs. 19,590,141/~
| Elass of Contract Class B&CT,
|_Bid submissian Start Date 13-01-2024

| 03:02:2024 Up to 5:00 pm

Bids shall be apened al ST on 06-02-2024 at 11:00 am.

| Tender document can be downicaded from \melﬁﬂ? I’|l§g il fendersaovin

Tender Motice iy availably on univ Sd/-

Office Of The Exei:utwe Engmeer Jal Shakti
(PHE) Mechanical Division South Awantipora
Tele/fa 0 1.E 3

EXTENSION NOTICE 5th

Sublect:  Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of elmmmhmlcnl exquipments at vari-
ous water supply schemes of &l Shakdl | PHE) tsion South der i

Referance: This Dffice ENIT Mo 35 of 2023-24 Dated: 24-71-2023 Bsued vide
Na.: JS0/MDSA/S045-63 Dated: 241172023,

Due to poar'ng response of the above subjected works, advertised vide this office eNIT
under referenca, the date of down ‘upioading of the bids of these works Is herety axtendsd
upto 03/02/2024 (04:00 P and the opening date of the Technical Bid i 05/02/2024 (2:00 PM),

Other tarmes and conditions of the ENIT shall remain same.

Sds

M- MOSA/BSE-20 ExBrutlve Enginees
DIPK-15526/23 Dated: 23.01/2024 Jal Shait| {PHE ) Mech. Division

Sauth Awantipors

We are grateful to all those who offered
condolences by visiting us or through other
means on the sad demise of late Ajaz
Hussain of 88 Balgarden, Srinagar on 18th
January 2024. We deeply appreciate your
expression of sympathy. Thank you for your
support at this difficult time. Thank you all
for your prayers and thoughts.

BEREAVED FAMILY
,9 Fazal Ali (son) g
Cell: 94190 15630
Suhail Murtaza (son-in-law)
e Cell: 9419010238 e
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Investing Ethically

Sharia-Compliant
Banking In India
Irshad Mushtag

haris-compliant  banking. also
lmm.\u as interest-free banking,
rates based on the principles
o(lm!lhnr charghig interest to de
positors nor billing borrowers for any in-
terest on loans. Islamic finance includes
various products such as Mudarbal
(profit sharing), Mushonka (joint ven
ture), Murabaha (cost plus profith, lam
{letting on lease), Takaful (Islomic Insur-
ance), and Suknl (Ialamie bonds),

Reports indicate that approxtmately
800 banks and 250 mutunl funds world-
wide adhere to Islamic ethics, sxpand
ing beyoud Muslim-majority nations to
Inelude China, Germany, the UK, and
the US. While the Resarve Bank of fndin
han decided against introducing Talamic
banking for the time being. individuals in
Indin ean opt to invest in Shariah-compli-
ant mutual fands or directly in Shariah
compliant shares (Halal Shares). Stock
sereening services are available through
Tagwaa Advisory And Shariah Invest-
ment Solutions (TASIS) at tnsiain to as-
aist in this process, making it accessible
o individuals. Furthermore, the Shariah
Bonrd of TASIS, considered highly quali
fied and experienced in the field of Figh
Al Mu'smalaat (Islamie jurisprudence of
commerce and fin ), provides Shori
ah consultancy services in Europs. North
America, and Africa.

The establishment of the Shaviah 50
index and CNX 500 Shariah Index by the
WNational Stock Exchange (NSE) in In-
dia follows the guidelines of the Indian
Shariah advisory board. Notably, shares
from companies involved n prohibited
activities such as aleohol, conventional
banks invelved in interest, insurance,
eambling, snd relafed activities ore ex-
eluded from Shariah-compliant sharves,
while businesses involved in sectors like
automebile, construction, software, ce-
ment, oil, paint. electrical, ste. remain
permissible undar Sharia Law.

starically, Shariah-compliant
shares have shown outstanding invest
ment performance over the long term,
surpassing recordd across all asset class
&8 in the Indian stock markst. Companies
involved in activities such as conven-
tional banking and debl are excluded
from Sharish-complinnt shares. while
well-established Shariah-compliant com-
paniss are reconunended for potentinlly
substantial long-term returng, despite
potentinl short-term volotility. Addition-
ally, investing in Sharioh-based mutual
funds. such as the Tata Ethieal Fund, ks
recmnmanded dus to its Shariah eompli
ance and strong fundarmentals,

— Author is NISM gualified, Murua!
Fund advisor and distributor hoving
expertence af 18 vears in financial market

g

RAILWAYS

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419093745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452052.2455883

POD: 07154-2450013

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2T0EAAZASIIT 2USTISS

CAPD: 180018070M

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9460409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +31 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 0W4230331 x

SRINAGAR: 0194-7303259
ANANTHAG: 01932-226243
BARAMULLA 0194102029
+  BUBHERA: 01832-128243
+ PAMPORE: 01933204132

+ PATTAMD1954-293507
QADIGUND: 04951-206153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-lammu Highway - | Open |
Mughal Raad- (Open )
Seinagar- Leh- {Dpen))

i PRAYERS
FAIR 6:06
ZUHR 12:43

HURI

CALENDAR | ASR 415

12 Rajab

1445

Magrib 556
ISHA 719
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Towards Democracy

ammu and Kashmir has registered a total of

B6.83 lakh voters, as of the qualifying date on

January 01, 2024, Chief Electoral Officer P K

Pole on Monday revealed that the current
count comprises 44,35 lakh male and 42.58 1akh female
voters, bringing the electoral population ratio to 0LGD,
a slight improvement from 0.58. The gender ratio has
Increased from 924 to 954, This marks the third revi.
sion of electoral rolls in Jammu and Kashimlr, follow-
ing the completion of the delimitation exercise on
May 05, 2022.

This should hopefully pave the way for the long-
awalted Assembly elections. The democratic repre-
sentation of the people in Janmmu and Eashimir is cur-
rently facing a hiatus across various institutions. The
absence of Rajya Sabha members, impending conclu-
slon of the tenure of all 5 Lok Sabha representatives,
abolition of the 36-member J&K Legislative Council
in Angust 2019, and the prolonged 10-vear gap before
the upcoming elections for the 80-member J&K Legis
lative Assembly by September 2024, all contribute to
absence of regional voices in democratle processes.

Moreover, the terms of the 4,100 Panchayats
with 40,000 Panches and Sarpanches have expired,
along with the conclusion of terms for all Block De-
velopment Councils (BDCs) and Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs), including the prominent Srinagar Municipal
Corparation and Jammu Munlcipal Corporation. The
only exception lies with the Srd tier of Panchayati
Ra| Institutlons, the District Development Councils
(DDCs), which have a remaining term of two years.

The looming gquestion in 2024 revolves around
whether elections will be conducted across these
democratic institutions, with the exeeption of DDCs.
The necessity for Hmely elections in JEK is critical
to reinstating a funetional and representative demoe-
racy in the region. It is erucial to address the cur
rent vold In varlons legislative bodles and loeal gov-
ernance struchires, ensuring that the people of the
union territory regain thelr rightful representation
in the democratic framework.

True, the upcoming parlimment polls offer an op-
portunity to people in the UT to exercise their demo-
cratic. But the delay in Assembly elections prolongs
the abssnce of a locally accountable governinent,
which does impact the implementation of policies
tallored to address the unigue challenges faced by
Jammu and Kashmir. Like the rest of the country,
the people of Jammmu and Eashmir deserve a demo-
cratic government for volcing thelr grievances and
aspirations through elected representatives who can
engage In legislative processes and policymaking.

Stellar show

irect tax collections in the eurrent year so far have

been nothing short of stunming i

the munber was Ra 14.7 willh

budget estimate (BE) of R 18.2
saial kieome tax (PIT) collections that have stolen the sliow,
having grown ot o brisk 27.4% compared with the torgeted
growth rafe of 10.6%. The main reason for this has been batter
complianes. Thanks to the eficiont tracking mechanisms, it
s near lmpossible to evade taxes. The shift to the new regine
is also believed to have helped boost collections. Going by the
cwrent trends, the BE for PIT of Bs ¢ trillion is sure to be
d. While the tax colb from corps WErE
initially slow, they too have picked up smartly. The growth
has been uintil 12.4% year-on-year sa far, abead of the target
ed pace of 10.5%. This is pood news for the exchequer since
direct taxes account for 5% of the gross collections.

Oppe expects the Lisation of th ¥
will belp grow the tnxpayer universe. In FY19. the number of
Income tax flers was 85 million, which increased to B3 mil
lion in FY23. While the actun] taxpayers are barely a third
of this, af some point they should start contributing to the
eollections. Direct taxes ave probably the most effective way
to tranafer funds from compantes and medividuals to the gov.
arnment. Given how private sector firms are unlikely to add
too much fresh capacity—except probably by way of aoquisi-
tioms—Ffor the next few years, the burden of capex will fall
an the government. The government will nesd resotirces to
meet 15 expendl not just on infi ture and public
gonds but also defence. education and health

Incdivect taxes in the cwrrent year aren’t doing too well: they
were trgeted to grow at 11L8% but have reported a ruy rate of
6% yooy until Movember. GST collections. however. have sur-
prised on the upaide ausd have grown at a very smart 19.4%; the
mvernge monthly GST collections until December have been

167 trillion. Reports to the effect that consumer spends having
tapered off, poat the festive and holiday seasons, are worrying.

While the budget estimates for the current year assume
m tax buoyancy of 1.2, it coild turn out to be better as the
figure in the first half has been close to 2. The actual number
8 sure to tonch o wew peal even if it eases in the second hall.
While buoyaney was 18 in FY22, it was largely becanse the
notineal GDP grew 18.4%, o1 a negative base and taxes also
grew 34% becanse of a very low base. Ignoring this, the high-
est buoyancy was seen in FY16 when it was L6 and, before
that, ln FY07 and FY08, when it was 1.7,

Financial Express

J&K DGP’s Public Grievance
Redressal Programme

This is best example of community policing which must be
replicated by District SP’'s , SDPOs and SHOs as well

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

DrRaja Muzaffar Bhat k an Acumen Feliow.
He i Founder and Chalrman of Jamru &
Kashmir RT] Movernent
Feedback: bhatralamuzffar@gmail.com

5o

The community
involvement

in policing has

a tremendous
importance for
building public trust
and increasing police
capabilities to fight
crime. This will also
help to build an

effective police public

relation as well.

oon after assuming charge

of the Director General

of JEK Police (DG R R

Swain  announced  that
he will hold twohour public
grievance mestings twice every
month. J&K Police spokesperson
on November 13th 2029 in an offi-
cial statement said:

"{m learning that many citi-
zens have been coming to the
Police Headquarters to get thelr
grievamces redressed. with
some of them raising concerns
over lack of elarity about the
provedure to mest the DGP, it
was decided that on every Znd
and Ath Saturday of the month,
two hours would be reserved (2
PM To 4 PM) for meeting persons
who have grisvances pertaining
to police administration”

While stresaing upon the ag-
grieved people to first approach
the field officers like SHOs , Sub
Division Police Officers-SDPOs
or District 5Ps , the police spolies-
man in the statement added that
directly approaching the DGP
without giving an opportunity to
the officers concerned in the field
is not a healthy practice,

“Henee, it was declded that
priority would be given to those
who had approached fleld police
unitz and yet their grisvances
remain unresolved”. the state-
ment added,

The DGP started his poblic
grievance  redressal  program
from Srinagar and then held an-
other one at Jammun, This was
followed by wseveral other pro
grammes in Srisagar . Jammu
and ot district lovel as well, He
wisited Kupwara and Awantipura
to meet the people. On December
16th 2023 around 300 persons at-
tended the publie grisvances pe-
dressal eamp of PHQ Srinagar

Aggrieved citizens who visit
these prisvance redressal cumps

iated the DGPs 1

the DGP issued ou-spot orders to
warlous police wings to ensure
redressal of the grievances,

Cammunity Policing

The DGPs nteraction with ag-
grieved citizens is not only meant
to pddress their grievances but
he gets a great public feadback s
well about functioning of the po-
lice department and ita different
units, These meetings with dif:
ferent people from different bock-
grounds and areas give it a shape
of Community Policing which is
held in collaboration and part.
nership with the community as
a whole, The essence of commu-
nity policing is to rednce the gap
mmongst the police and citizens
to such a degree that the police.
men become o combined port of
the community which they serve.
They get recognition and con
fdence from the soeiety which
further results in unstrictured
collaboration ond cooperation
from the people. The conumunity
policing does bridge the gap be-
tweeas amn admi and police bat at
the same time this sends warning
signals to the eriminal elsments
a8 well. Due to Lack of interaction
between common man and police
. the blueayed people or infl
ential people get arcess to police
which is not at oll good for better
polieing. This leads to corription
and favouritism as common man
feels isolated and develops nego
tive perceptions about police, es-
pecially at Thana leval,

Community Policing first
demeands that everyone in the
police department and the ci-
vilians must investigate ways
to translate the philosophy of
power-sharing into  practice,
This demands making a subtle
but sophisticated shift so that
everyone in the department mn-
derstands the need to foous on

and social media, news channels
carried severnal such interviews

Ali Mohamad an aggrieved
citizen while talking to a local
news agency KNO sabd:

"It could have taken me
months to pet & meeting fixed
with the DGP to seek redreasal
of my grievonce, but this pro-
granune has brought a platform
for the people to seek the inter-
vention of top suthorities to pet
thelr |ssues resolved within a
shortest possible time.”

These public outreach pro-
grammes nre unigue and previ-
ous DGPs were not fornssed on
such jnteractions and that is
why these meetings continne
to receive an overwhelming re-
sponse. In PHQ Jammu on De-
cember 23rd 2023 DGP met the
public for & hours and daring
this time he met with 237 lndi
viduals, including women and
senior citizens, In many cases

solving ¥ n
creative, and often ways, that
can include challenging and en-
lightening people in the process
of policing themselves.
Community policing lmplies
a shift within the departiment that
grants greater sutonomy (freedom
to make decisions) to line officers,
which also implies enhanced re-
spect far their judgment as police
professionals. Within the commmn-
nity, citizens must share in the
s and pesponsibilities implio.
it in identifying. prioritizing. and
selving problems, as full fledged
portners with the police.

Building Public trust

The community involvement
in policing has a tremendous -
portonce for building public trust
and increasing polles capabilities
to fight erime. This will also help
to build an effective police public
relation as well The importaut

and key element in commumnity
policing is to build public trost
and the proven path to this is right
composition of the Clvil Society
Committess. and by having regu
lar meetings attended by both the
public and police. T would appreck
ate it if the inftiative taken by DGP
R R Swain is replicated at thana
level . sub division level or district
lewel s well It needs dedicated
meetings between police and pub.
le apivited eitizens held at least
once or twice o month. Such meet
ings will help promote conparation
betwesn the palice and the public
in fulfilling the needs of the com
munity regarding policing, This
will also promoete commiunication
between the police and the com-
bty and imgrove the render
ing of police services to the com-
ity at the state, district and
local level. Lastly, it will inprove
teansparency and accountability
of the police before the communi-
ty and promote joint problem iden
tification and problem-solving by
the palice and the commumity.

Conelusion

At o time when Jommu &

r is facing several societal
challeniges like drug abuse , sub
stancs use. eybar crime . burglary,
eriminal intimidation etc the rela
tionship between Inw enforcement
agencies especially the JEK Police
and the connmumities needs to be
strengthened. The concept of com-
mumity policing smerges as i bea
con of hope and a transformative
approach to law enforcenent. The
public grievance redressal camps
are held by DGP R R Swain at
Police Headgunrters in Srinagnr
and Jammu plus other districts,
this & indeed appreciable. The
eumbent DGF who s known
for his honesty and uprightuess
has already made it clear that cor-
ruption and misgovernanee in po-
lice force woun't be tolerated and 1
believe this is the right time our
Station House Officers SHOs . Sub
Divisiou Police Officers -SDPO=
and District Superintendents af
Polico -(5Ps, 55Ps) should cholk
out a strategy that focuses on de-
veloping relationships with com
mumnity members.  Traditional
policing models have often left
eonmmiuiities feeling disconuect.
ed, mistrustful. and marginalized.
However, the tide is shifting as
more law enforcement agencies
acknowledge and recoguize cont
munity policing acvoss the world.

Views expressed in the article
are the auther's own and do not
necessarily represent the
ediforial stance
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Mohd Younus Bhat

tent creation, the sacred trinity

of "Like, Share, and Subscribe”
functions as a virtual pied piper,
the term “Pied Piper is often used
metaphorically to describe someone
who is charismatic or persuasive
and leads others, often unwittingly,
into following them or adopting
their ideas. Here, the digital creators
like a *Pied Piper” lead unknown au-
dience info & time-for-money trap.
These digital wizards have trans-
formed the art of interaction into a
mystical dance in which your valu-
able time is killed wisely,

Consider vioggers to be modern-
day magicians, wielding content
wands and enticing viewers with
promises of digital wonders. As
they work to tum your time into a
golden goose, it's like watching a
monetization magic show - "Abra-
cadabra, your minutes are now my
treasures!”

Remember, you are the hero of
your own screen time story on
your digital journey. Travel intelli-
gently through the tempting maze
of online content, and don't let the
enticing chant of "Like, Share. Sub-
scribe” convert you into a pumpkin
at the digital ball. After all. in this en-
chanted realm, laughter i the finest
armour. and 4 well-timed emaoii can
be your trusted sword. As produc-
ers work [0 monetize your time, it's
critical to understand the signals of
this digital fascination and find ways
out of this alluring maze.

What you should take care of to
be an informed and smart digital
content consumer;

In- the wild world of online con-

THE TIME-FOR-MONEY SPELL:

Imagine this - you stumble wpon a
wideo that promises enterainment,
ol before you know it pou're koee-
deep in & digital rabbit hole. The
viogzer, armed with charm and cha-
risma, keeps you hooked with the
perpetual cyche of likes, shares, and
subscriptions. While it may seem
harmless. it's essential to recognize
that your time ks becoming the cur-
rency, and you're unknowingly con-
tributing to the monetization of ev-
ery second spent watching.

THE WAKE-UP CALL:

Recognizing the time-for-money
trap s the first step. When the desire
of engagement becomes a devouring
force, and you find yourseif spend-
Img more time than you anticipated
on digital connections. Awareness is
the key to breaking the spell.

SETTING BOUNDARIES:

Regaining control aver your time
requires establishing clear boundar-
ies. Consider setting time limitations
for your internet activities. Set aside
a specific time to watch content, and
then resist the impulse to go down
the content rabbit hale,

LIKE, SHARE & SUBSCRIBE
THE ART OF DIGITAL BEGGING

Breaking the Spell: Escaping the “Time-for-Money” Trap of Digital Begging

beyond the realms of endless en-
gagement reguests. Seek out edu-
cational, informative. or thought-
provoking content that adds value 1o
your time spent anline.

UNSUBSCRIBE AND UNFOLLOW
STRATEGICALLY:

Review your subscriptions and fol-
lows. Unsubsribe or unfollow ere-
ators who primanly engage in the
relentless pursuit of likes, shares,
and subscriptions. Choose creators
whose content aligns with your
interests and values without boim-
barding you with constant demands.

DMEITAL DETOX:

Periodically start a digital detox to
Teset your engagement habits. Take
a break from the relentless pursuit
of Itkes and shares to reevaluate
your felationship with online con-
tent. Use this time 1o engage in of-
Aine activities that bring you joy and
Fulfillment.

BE A MINDFUL CONSUMER:
Practice  mindful  consumption
by actively engaging with stufl that

truly brings value to your life,

To put it simply, while vioggers
use the “Like, Share, Subscribe” mot-
to to monetize their time, it is criti-
cal to understand the possible risks
of falling into the time-for-money
trap, Setting limirs, diversifying your
digital dist, and being 2 conscious
consumer will help you take control
of your online experience and break
free from the trap of constant digital
pleading. Remember, your time is
valuable, and it is up o you to de-
termine how to spend it in the huge
warld of anline content.

CHECK THE ONLINE WORLD WITH
PURPOSE AND INTENTION:

Escape the digital cyclone and take
control of your own online future.
Instead of being a mere spectator in
the vast spectacle of digital connac-
tion, explore these practical tactics
for creating 4 more intentional and
satisfying online . Let
us begin on 3 journey to break free
from the digital begullement and
transform your screen time into a
catalyst for personal growth and ful-
fillment, starting with expert time
management and strategic content
planaing and ending with meaning-
Tul connections and offline rituals.

you're unknowingly
contributing to the
monetization of every
second spent watching

Are you ready to take control of your
digital ship? Let the journey begin!

Insmad of succumbing to the end-
less loop of digital engagement, con-
sider using your time for personal
growth and skill development. iden-
tify areas of interest or skills you've
ahways wanted to acquire. Whether
s learning a new language. picking
up a musical instrument, or honing
your cufinary skills, invest your time
in activities that contribute to your
personal development,

CREATE A CONTENT CALEWDAR:

Take charge of your online expe-
rience by creating a content calen-
dar. Flan your online engagements
strategically, emsuring a  balance
between entertainment and  pro-
ductivity, Allecate specific rime slots
for watching content, engaging with
creators, and, most importantly,
dedicating time o activities that
contribute to your well-being and
growth,

ENGAGE MEANINGFULLY:

When interacting with content.
strive for quality over quantity. In-
stead of mindiessly clicking the like
busttan, leave thoughiful

versations. This not only enhances
your digital experience but also fos-
ers a sense of community around
content that resomates with you.

EXPLORE EDUCATIOMAL PLATFOR MS:

Consider exploring  educational
platforms and online courses that
align with your interests and ca-
reer goals, Platforms ke Coursera,
Udemy, or Khan Academy offer a
plethora of courses that can help
you acquire new skills and knowl-
edge, Utilize your screen time for
educational purposes, transforming
your online experience into a walu-
able [earning journey.

SET DIGITAL GOALS:

Define clear goals for your digital
Interactions, Whether it's staying in-
formed on current events, network-
ing with like-minded individuals,
or simply finding joy in entertain-
ing content, having purpose-driven
goals will helnynnmulamethedm-
tal landscape more intentionally.

ESTABLISH OFFLINE RITUALS:

Create rituals that involve step-
ping away from the digital realm.
‘Whether it's a morning routine, an
evening walk, or a weekend hobby,
establishing offline rituals provides
a healthy balance and ensures that
your time is well-spent both in the
virtual and physical worlds.

THE 5-MINUTE RULE:

Implement the 5-minute rule
whenever you are templed Lo skim
through stuffl mindlessly, Allow
yourself a maximum of 5 minutes
o engage with a certain piece of
content. Il it does not pique your
interest within that timeframe, go
on to other worthwhile pursuits.
You may avoid the digital begging
trap by mavigating the internet
realm with skill, setting limits,
and making the most use of your
time. Remember that, when uti-
lized properly, the internet may
improve your life. Take charge of
your digital experience and furn
your screen time into a beneficial
resource for personal develop-
ment and enjoyment,

CONCLUSION

In the dynamic digital bindscape,
seixe control of your fate. Avoid the
time-for-content  trap by setting
liimiits, dlv:rsil'yl)lg your online con-

Tully, Translorm your screen fime
into a tool for enrichment, skill de-
velepment, amd joy. Become an ac-
tive architect of your online journey,
shaping a digital world rhat aligns
with your goals Your decisions in
this vast space can influence the tra-
jectory of your journcy—make them
count.
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Why Your Period Symptoms

Might Be Worse In The Winter

iod symptoms are frustrating no
marter the time of year. But those
whe menstruate might feel like
certain symptoms are worse during the
winter months, when the weather is
gloomy, the days are short and cold and
Fur seem to always be burking. This phe-
nomenon has even been dubbed “winter
period fatigue syndrome”.
Unfortunately, there's no evidence
that such a thing as winter period fa-
tigue syndrome exists, There's also no
good evidence to suggest changes in the
seasons can worsen period symptoms.
But that doesn't mean there st a sci-
entific explanation for why you might
feel some of your period symptoms are

nd & weaker immune
systern, may in fact be pointing to the
miore obwious cause of iron deficiency,

The body needs iron in order to func-
tion. lron helm produce red blood cells,
which carry ooygen throughout the
bady. But many people don't get enough
irom in their diet. In fact, iron deficiency
is the most common nutritional defi-
ciency in the workd.

Alongside the symptoms that iron
deficiency can cause, bow iron can also
Iead to anaemia - a fall in red blood cell
count, While the symptoms of anaemia
can be very similar to those caused by
iren deficiency (including fatigue, tired-
ness, and cold hands and feet), symp-
toms can be more severe, too - leading
to heart paipitations, shortness of breath
and even loss of consciousness.

DIVERSIFY YOUR NGITAL DIET: speaks to you. Rather than mindless-
Break the monotony by diversify- Iy adding to the engagement frenzy,
Ing your digitat diet. Explore content choose to interact with material that
hnavi Daru warse during the colder months,
Ewelina Rogozinska symptoms such as fatigue, [itabilty,
Varsha Jain P

Menstruation is a leading couse of
Ioth iron deficiency and anaemia, Peo-
ple with heavy or prolonged periods ane
particularly at risk as they regularly lose
miore blood each month than their body
can replace. Some studies even estimate
that in women who experience heavy
periods, 90% ane iron deficient and 60%
Are anaemic.

Those who normally have heavy peri-
ods might not realise that this coukd ac-
tually be the cause of their Eatigue, irrita-
Iility and difficulty concentrating. This is
because so mamy whao have heavy periods
lust assume their biood loss is normal,
But left unchecked, heavy periods can
leave women and people who menstru-
ate trapped in a vicious cyche of progres-
sive blood loss and iron loss, leading to
anaemia, which can be difficult to break,

And even though many clinical guide-
lines for managing heavy menstrual

bleeding recognise the importance of
treating iron deficiency and anaemia
caused by excessive biood boss, these
conditions are still often missed - de-
spite how treatable they are.

‘Winter symptoms

Many of the symptoms of iron defi-
ciency and anaemia overlap with other
health conditions. This is why it's im-
portant to talk to your doctor as soon as
SYMpEoms start to make sure you're get-
ting the right treatment.

For example, latigue, lethargy and
changes in mood can also be sym,
of seasonal affective disorder. This s
a type of depression that affects some
people only in the sutumn and wml.cr

ing a balanced diet that congains plenty
of fibwe, complex carbs and protein may
help somewhat. Your GP may also rec-
ommiend talking therapy.

But il you find you have such symp-
toms all year round - and suffer from
Theavy or profonged periods - this may be
& sign you have iron deficiency. Certain
symptoms of iron deficiency may also
seem worse during the winter months.

Since iron deficiency affects how well
your immune System [unctions, this
could explain why you may feel you sul-
fer from more seasonal ilinesses during
the colder weather. This will require a
trip bo the GP to be diagnosed, as well as
taking an iron replacement if your doc-

Sao if you find your
gan when the shorter days and mider
weeather arrived, then exercise, sell’ care
(such a5 resting i you need to and get-
ting plenty of sleep cach night) and eat-

tor it, This should signifi-
cantly improve your quality of life and
symploms.

Hypaervemgerrnts seih The Uongersntfon
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b end the conflict.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Twrnty-four soldiers were kifled
om Manclay, with the army saying 21
of tlerr wiere reservists ain whin
rocket-propelled grendde fne hit &

tank and two buikfings they were
Eryingg 10 bhinw i, Prime Miiister v
Bengamin Netanyahu said an in
vesTigacion was lunched into the
“disaster” and that Israel “must
learn the npecessary lessoms”.
Dedence Minister Yoaw Galtant said
the “deaths of 24 of our fighters,
our bast sons... is a heavy blow®,
lsraeli seldiers have detonated
@ mxmber of civilian buildings in

Gaza, ncluding hespitals, uni-
sifiet and reidential blocks,
claiming that
wese used by Hamas, Observers
Tiave highlighted that the wuse
of comtrolled demalitions indi-
cates the lack of am imminent
threar from the now-destroyed
infrastructure. as soldiers are
redquited to lay the explosives in
and around the targel sites.

Israel Loses 24 Soldiers In Gaza
Building Collapses On Unit During Attempted Demolition

Israel: terael on Toesday said
24 soldiers were killed i the
army's biggest single-day losses
since the start of the ground war
on Gaza, amid growing pressure
on the government to find a way

Videos poste

the  buildings

Army 52

s it hias

ed 1o social media
have abo shown Braeli troops
celebrating the demolition of
housing blocks and other civil
ian boildings in Gaza. Fighting
raged inKhan Younis, the biggest
city in southern Gaza, which the
“encircled”,
Witnesses said powerful ex
plosions rocked Khan Younmis,
as well as Deir al-Balah in north

Gaza and Rafah in the south,

Medical  charity  Doctors
Without Barders (MSF) said its
safl ar Khan Yosmis's Nasser

Hospital fiel the "ground shaking”.

The Palestinian Red Crescent
said Israeli forces had hit s
headquartess in Khan Yunis “re
sulting in injuries among inter.
dlisplaced individuals wlho
meght safety on our premises™

Winter Bliss

of the region, le was quoted as saying.

The forecaster said a thid disturbance may
affect the region 60-70% from 30ch Jamary to
2ndd Febiruary.

The third Western Desturbance will have 4
stionger intensity 48 compared 10 the fist tw,
e said.

He said no contimeous precipitation or snowfall
Is expected amywhere and that the temperatures
will sigmificantly drop from 25¢h Jamaary:

Srinagar city recofded & minimum tempera-
ture of mimus 5.0 degrees Celsius on Monday,
muarginally up from the previous night's minus
5.3 cegrees, the oflicizls said on Tuesclay.

Pahalgam in south recorded @ minimom
temperature of minus 6.2 degrees Celsius,

Qazigund town recorded a low of mits
4.8 degrees Celsius and the ski resort town of
Gulmarg in north Kashmir reported a low ol
iminu 4.5 degrees, the olficials said

The minimim temperature in Kokernag
trwn: setthed At minus 1.5 degrees Celsivs and
In Kupwara at mimas 4.9 degrees, they added,

Adry and largely snowless winter in Kashinir
s resulted in freezing nights and warmer-

n-usiial days as maximum temperatures
nagar have been more than egght degrees
ahove normal fer this thne of the year, the of-
ficials said,
Kashmirhas been gaing through a prolonged
diry spell with a 79 percent rainfall deficit be-
ing recorded in December, There has been no
precipitation in most parts of the Vatley in the
first three weeks of January.

There has also been ne snowfall in most
plain areas of Kashmir while the upper reaches
of the Valley have received lesser-than-usual
snow, {with inputs from agencies)

Women, Youths

country's politics from the evils of nepotism
and eorruprion,

“Wie will have to show courage to end these
evils through politics and defeat them,” the
[rime minisrer sald

The birth anniversary of Netaji Bose is cel-
cbrated as Parakram Diwas

Moadi atso launched ‘Bharat Parv’, which will
e bl eill January 31, to showease the country's
rich diversity with Repulic Day tableaux and
cultural exhibits featuring efforts of 26 mindstrics
and departments, highlighting citizen-centric
Initiativees, vocal for local. diverse tourist attrac-
TS, among others,

It wiilll rake place ar the Ramibils Maidan and
thie Madhav Das Park in front of the Red Fort,

The programme this year wikl be a maleifac-
eted celebration seamiesshy weaving rogether
listorical reflections and vibrant cultural
expressions,

The visitors will get an opportunity o en-
wage with an immersive experience through
exhibitions of archives, showcasing rare phio-
tographs and documents that chronicle the re-
markable journey of Netail and the Azad Hind
Fatil

Sabka Saath

said that he “was ina different state of mind"
when he received the President’s letter: “Your
Jeter helped me @ deal with these feelings
and 1o come to terms with them.”

Describing his experience at the newly-
built Ram Temple, he said that he “witnessed
the most unforgettable moments of my life in
Ayodinga Dham”, 1 have returned from there
with an Ayodhya in my heart™,

“Lotd Ram has arrived.” the Prime Minister
said after leading the grand consecration cer
emony at the Ram Temple which was watched
by monks, bustnessmen, sports and Bollywood
stars along with millions nationwide,

The Prime Minister went through ritwals
spanning eleven days in the run up to the tem.
ple ceremonmy which Ms Murmu highbighted in
wer berter. 1t is nof only a sacred ritual but also
asupreme spiritual act of sacrifice and subimis
sion to Lord Ram, she said,

“You spoke about my 11-day fasting ricuals

and the Yama-Niyams related o it Our coun
try lias been witness to countless people who
made many resslutions for centuries so that
Ram Lalla could return to his birthplace,” he
said in response o Ms Murm's letter.

Tradirional clarinets played devotional mu-
sie duriig the rituals for the 51-inch (130-cin)
tall, black stone deity in the event that saw
nearly 10,000 guests.

J&K's Final

ereated by following process of consultation
with the Political Parties, During the house
house visits, BLOs raised awareness among
e population, The second stage acrivity was
started with publication of Dralt Electoral RBoll
o 17th Dcrober, 2023,

For ivobving stakeholders including recog-
nized State and Mational Parties, the Districr
Election Officers (DEOs) held mectings with
them, briefed them about the total process o
be followed and appealed them to participare
in the process by way of appointing Booth
Level Agents, so that they can assist the Booth
Level Officers in addition /deletionfoorrection|
transposition of eligible vnlrr!c.

The CEL, J&K has akso specifically written
D) Jetrers to the State Level functionaries of
recognized State and National Palitical Parties,
highlighting the major stages of the revision
and sclicited their active support in the total
pl(l\'l“t.\.

I order to make the general public aware
about the Revision of Electoral Rells. nec-
pssary  press releasesfadvertisements  were
7 in the leading news papers through the
Information Department. Apart from adver-
tisement/news in print medsa, awareness was
alse created through the electronic media, so
rial media, hnardings etc.

The general pulilic was made aware with re

et to how to apply, when to apply for addi-

wn, deletlon, correction, transposition in the
Electoral Rofl. The toll free number and woter
helpline app usage was also prominently high

lighted wlile carrying st public awareness
campaign, The period for filing claims and ob-
jections wixs up to 30th Movembser, 202
Ing this perind 4 spectal camps were
Ath, 5th, 18¢h and 19th November, 2023,

Th 0% as per the detailed directio
the Election Cormmission of India accepted
claims and objections and following due pro-
cess decided on them by 12th January, 2024,
They also dealt with Demographically Similar
Entties and Photo Similar Entrics at the Part
and AC level,

In order to supervise and closely monk
tor the total process, 4 Special Roll Olservers
were appolated In addition to two Divisional
Commissioners, The Roll Observers visited the
offices of EROs, Palling Booth and also attended
the Special Camps, Durbng their field visit and
tablé top exercise, they comeeyed the neces-
sary directions so s to make the process com-
plying with the directions of the Commission,

In order o cover the eligible voters of
Kashmir migrants, 4 Special AERDs held camps
in their areas and the process was supervised
by Relief and Rehabilitation Commissioner
{Migrant}. The endeavor was made to cover the
specially abled persons, elders above the age of
B0 years so a8 to mark them an Electoral Rofls.
The weaker and vulnerable sections such as
nomads, women and third gender besides oth
ers were given sufficient artention

The weekly status of disposal of claims and
obyjections was put in public domain. The effort
wis macle to make the Ebectoral Roll healtly,
Despite holding special meeting, writing DO
letters, few Booth Level Agents were appoint
o by the parties. However, pro-active lvalve-
ment of members of Fanchayat R 3 Institutions
and ather Village Lewel functionaries was
receivad

Ladakh Bodies

bringing Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule
will net only guarantee special protections for
land rights of the Scheduled Tribes of Ladakh

Bur it will also help them make their laws as
per the unbque requirements of the region.

The Apex Body has alw demanded Public
Service  Commission  for  Ladakh as  the
Reorganization A of Jamimu and Kashmir pro
widhes for the same for the Undon Terribory of JEK
[t Ehe siifular provissons were nol extended 1o
Ladakh due to which the opportunities for the
gazetted posts for the students of Ladakh have
Become limired

“There s 4 need for the formation of the
Ladakh Public Service Commission for the ga-
zerted jobs and pratection of the non-gazetted
Jobs-and this can be done by having robwist in
stitutiong in place.” said Mr Dogjey, 2
the Apex Body has also stressed th
a need (o enhance the current one seat of the
Member of Parliament for Ladakh besides cre.
i of Rajya Sabha seat for Ladakh when a
iwe Assembily is granted.

Chering Dorjey said that the detailed dralt
for accommodaring these demands has been
submitted to thi Ministry and they were op-
timisthe for the eary fullillment of these de-
wnands of Ladakh people

It may be recalled that during 3 mecting
with the Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs Mityanand Ral on the 4th of December
2023, he had asked the Apex Body 1o prepare
& draft of the demands and sul it to the
Ministry to take the talks Torward

FCIK Seeks

reasons which resulted in their failore in
filing GST| EPFESI and Income tax retwrns an
rime ordid not file at 31U informed FCIK,

In recognition of and consideration of the
grave problems faced by enterprises here, the
FCIK has hoped for 3 positive response by the
Linion Ministry of Finance and G5T Council for
the grant of ammesty with 100% waivers on
additional tax, penalty, Interest, or any other
surm levied againse MSMEs by reason of mon-
payment or late payment of any GST payable
I them,

FCIK has abso demanded an amnesty scheme
regarding the defaults of MSMEs in timely
™ mllt.nms of their provident fund contri
burions, with a waiver of all damages and in
terest chargeahle under section 148 of EPF &
Miscellaneous Provisions Act of 1952. FCIK has
dlso demanded the settlement of defaulied
principal amounts in easy installments over
Ehe next two years.,

The amnesty in favour of MSMEs desper
ately necded to be recommended for 2 waiver
an imposition and recovery of damages and
interest payable under the regulations set by
Employees State Insurance Corpodation (ESIC)
against defaulting MSMEs who have fafled
in timely contributions of ES! contributions
for their employees, Besides. the corporation
needed to settle long-pending disputes with
the enterpreses under 3 fiberal servlement
scheme,

FCIK has also demanded a general ame
nesty scheme for various defaults identified
while processing the returns fied by MSMEs
with @ waiver of interest, penalties. and other
damages.

FCIK has alse hoped that apart from push
ing for the amnestbes, the delegation from

JEK will also take up other Bsues confronting

industrial growth snd promotion in fammu
and Kashmir, The application of the Central
Industrial Scheme of 2021 on the rejuvenarion
and scaling up of existing MSMEs was crugial
for building and restoring the faith and confi
denee of existing enterprises.

yer Security

telel at dhistrict headeuarters as well.

The security around the verues of Republic
Day fumctions in the valley, including the stadum
here, has been beefed up, and a multi-layer secu
rity apparatus has been put in place around th
wermes, the officials said,

Seourity agencies hive been asiood toremain alert
and not aliow ampone to disturt bw and cecles and
witiate peace. the afficials added

“The arrangements are n place, the neces
Sary Measures have been taken, The security has
been beefed up and we will ensure smooth cele-
s, be it in Srinagar or elsewhere in the val-
ley.” Inspector General of Pelice (WGP, Kashmin, V
K Birdi told PT1.

*The field formations are in place and Dy
are taking necessary measures,” Birdi said
when asked il there were any specific inputs
on petential milleant atta

Director General of Police (DGP) R-R Swain
had on Saturday reviewed security measures
across Jammu and Kashmir in & high-level
meeting.

“The intentions of the adversary are o be
foiled by & proactive approach and by imple-
menking imnovative districe-level plans,” Swain
had said.

A full-dress rehearsal is being carried out af
Bakshi Stacdmsm and other venues across the
valley on Wednesday,

SC Upholds Man's

potice that there is a delay of 420 days in
preferring the special leave petition

Recording the aforesaid, the special leave
petition is dismissed on the ground of delay.”
thie court said,

Thie Special Lesve Perition was liled by | &
K government, challenging Mattoo's acquittal
after around 16 years by the /&K and Ladakh
High Court last year,

In his plea before the High Court, Mattoo
had contended that Tie was [lsely and wrongly
booked in FIR No. SH2002 dated 4 July 3002
registered with police station Candoh Bhalessa
for commission of offences under secrion 302

4(27 Arms Act fjw 3 PSS Act for the alle-
gations that be along with two other terror-
ists armed with weapons entered the house
of ome Sher Mohammad Rather, a Sapranch of
Panchayat Halga Pacharar Changa and browght
him oot of the hoese and killing him on the
spat,

The trial court had sentenced him to under
go imprisonment for life and imposed a fine of
Rs 5000 on 4 June 2084,

Police To Conduct

done through security gadgers and sniffer
dogs, 3 spoketpersol said,

He called for strengthening te overall
rity setup of all the railway stations and trac) Bcs
in Jammu and Katra

Thve ADLP ook a fresh security assessment
of preparations put in place and necessary
lecdback from officers of General Railway
Folice in the region

He seressed that commumication nerworks
should be made more efficient, active and
strengthened for prompe dissemination of im-
portant and urgent information

At the end of the meetings. the ADGP ex
hoited the officers to maintdn close luson
with sieter intelligence agencies and virious
wings of police to awert amy wntoward incident

The ARGP interacted with all the partici
pants and ook stock of secutity arrangements
being made in their areas of responsibility in
wview of the Republic Day celebrations and con-
sistent intelligent Inputs being shared by dif
ferent sister agencies regarding the threats of
ferrorists and anti-social clements.

90% Of Terrorism

berys are not jofning them, or 2 smaller mum,
berofthem are. A few people can be with them,
bt & majority of the public is not. Wie leeep that
inmind when we say that we have control over
the security | ~ Swiln added,

Asked about targeted attacks In the Union
Tetritory, the J&K police chief said “sbout S0
[ the root and origin of the problem

“A person sitting cutside, not from Jammu
and Kashmir. 3 Pakistani comes here somehow
whether by infiltzating or digging up tunnels,
and then fights us, It is a challer nge. Though
their mumbers are now less, this s a challenge,

“The cross-border infilrration is a challenge

in Poonch-Rapouri and ro some extent here as
well. We will be able to control it when the
atmosphere improves gradually and we are
hopeful that the people themselves will hand
them over tous,” be said

B owas the DGPS [irst Public Grievances
Redressal Programime in south Kishmir He
has addressed such programmes in north
Kashmir's Kupwara and Srinagar, apart from
Jammu region

A large number of people turned up For
the programme with different kinds of griew-
ances like robbery, domesticvialence, and Tand
disputes

1200 Applications
—Kashmir News Observer (KNG, hundreds
of people on Tuesday gathered ar District Police

Lines {DPL) Awanripora to present their iwsees
to DCP JRK and seck resolution.

Approximately 1200 dpplicitions were -
ceived during the Darbar, with on-the-spot
directions given in many cases (o address the
concerns, DGP assured that for pending cases,
i commitiee would be formed,

“This is the first gricvance redressal in South
Kashmir. Lot of people had come to participare
In this. There are different fssies fike cheating,
domestic violenee, land dispates, and 2 wide
range of issues, W are trying our best to e
sohve the people's issues,” DGF sakd,

A woman from Anantnag district shared her
ordeal 1o KNO, saying that her husband was
killed by terrorists two years ago and her son
was also attacked but he survived, “For the last
twao years, | have been maving from pillar to
post, seeking employment for my son wnder
SROY said

Expressing gratitude after meeting DGF, she
expressed hope that her matger would be re-
soheed soon, “The DGP Sahab assured me that
iy won would get a job," she said,

An eldetly man from Budgam raked con-
cerns about an officer unlawfully claiming
ownership of his lnd. He credited DGPs pub
lic Darbars for providing a placform to address
such isses,

"DGP Sahab assured me that justice will be
done. Fm hopeful thar action against the in
vatvad persan will be taken soon” he said,

Another person from Pulwama said be has
been struggling for the last eight months to ger
his ssue resobved, He alleged that an official
was asking him to make him a distrisutor of
his company.

"DGP Sahab ditected the concerned suthori-
ties to Lake immediate sction against the of-
ficlal.” he said. adding, “Such Fublic Darbars
must be held in cvery districe as they are cro
cial for the timely resolution of ssues faced by
the less privileged,”

The attendees of the Darbar said similar
redressal programmes must be held in every
district 40 that the ssies and coneerns of the
prple are swiftly resobved

On Camera: For First

Buman cells also use to communicare,

As seen in the video, the undamaged plants
received the messages of their injured neigh
bours, and responded with burses of cal
com signalling that rippled across their out
stretched leaves.

"W tave fimally umveiled "IL intricate story
of when, where, and how F lants respond to
airborne ‘warning messages' from their threat
ened neighbours.” Mr Toyora said

Analysing the airborne compounds, re-
searchers found that two compounds called
Z-3-HAL and E-2-HAL induced calcivm signals
In Arabidopsis.

“This ethereal communication network, hid-
den from our view, plays a pivotal rode m safie-
guarding neighbouring plants from imaninent
threats ina timely manper” the researcher added

Thee team used J similar rechnique 1o mea-
sure calkcium ignals released by Mimosa pu-
dica [rouch-mee-not) planmts, which quickly
move their beaves in response to touch, to avaid
predators,
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Young Rabab Player from
Baramulla Wins Pradhan
Mantri Bal Puraskar

SRINAGAR: In 4 moment of
triumph for Kashmir, thirteen-
year-obd Rabab prodigy Ishiag
Hamid, hailing from Kreeni
Baramulla, has been bestowed
with the prestigious Pradhan
Maniri Bal Puraskar Award,
The award was presented by
the President of India, Darou
padi Murmu, at Vigyan Bhawan
on Monday, adding another
feather to ishfag's cap and
bringing pride to the region.
Ishfag, a sixth-standard sto-
dent, expressed his gratitude
towards Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for recognizing
his talent. His journey into the
waorld of Rabab began when he
observed his cousin mastering
the art, inspiring him to em-
bark on his musical journey,
The Lievtenamt Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir, Sh. Manoj
Sinha, took to social media to
congratulate Ishiag, acknowd-
edging his significant achisve-
ment. Sinha tweeted, “Con-
gratulations to young maestro
Ishfag Hamid on winning
Pradhan Mantri Rashiriya Bal
Puraskar] Your achievements
im the field of art & culture have

brought immense pride to J&K.
May your success continue to
inspire others to pursse their
armistic passion.”

Ishfag's success not only
showcases his individual prow-
ess but also serves as a source
of inspiration for aspiring art-
fers i the region. AS J&K ey
els im this moment of cobtural
pride, Ishlag Hamid stands as
i festament to the rich artistic
heritage of the Bhat Family and
the vibrant cultural landscape
of the region.

DC Kulgam Instructs To Carry
Intensified Sanitation Drives

\

WO NEWS SERVICE

WULGAM: The Deputy Com-
missioner {DC) Kulgam, Athar
Aamir Khan on tuesday chaired
a meeting of officers and of
ficials of Rural Development
Department and  Panchayati
Raj (ROD&IR) at mini-secretar-
lat, here to review functioning,
progress and implementation
status of various schemes in
the district,

During the meeting, ACD,
thiough 4 PowerPoint presen-
tation apprised the chair about
the progress made under vari-
ous schemes like MGNREGA,
PMAY-G, District Capex, efc
and informed that there are
55000 Job cards and 45800 are
verified and active job cards.

The DC instructed concerned
people to verify the umerified
Job cards within 2 few days

During the meeting the chair
wis also informed that 4322
works under MGMREGA were
completed during current FY,
with an expenditure of 67
crore, and against the target of
5845 units under PMAY-C, 3183
units have been completed.

It was alse given out that un-
dier District Capex. out of 1904,
1756 works were completed

with an expenditure of Rs. 23
crore,

The DC knstructed the con-
cermned o expedite the pace
of warks under District Capex,
PMAY (G ), MGNREGA and other
works. He also instructed ACD
to submit a weekly progress re-
port of PMAY-G.

While reviewing progress
under SBM, the chair was in-
formed by ACP, that under SBM
11, 11671 IHHL were construct-
ed and against the target of 85
Community Sanicary Complex-
et 64 are completed.

He directed officers to carry
intensified sanitation drives
in all Panchayats of all 11
blocks of district 10 remove
the legacy waste and clean
water bodies, roadsides, mar-
kets and other public spaces
and stressad to call public
participation In making these
drives sustainable.

He called for timely comple-
tion of all the works with judi-
csous utilization of funds, while
ensuring quality of work, in or-
der to create durable assets

The meeting was attended by
ADDC, Showkat Ahmad Rather:
CPO. Zahid Sajjad; ACP, Shur-
jeel Ahmad; Exen Rew, BDOs
and other officers and officials.

{ PATTANBLAZE )}

Locals Demand Action

Agencles

SRINAGAR: Fellowing a devas-
rating fire incident that result-
ed in the loss of a 26-year-oid
man's life in Khambiyar Pac-
tan, Baramiuilla diserict in north
Kashmir, residents are calling
For decisive measures against
the Wanigam Fire Station.

Allegations  of  negligence
and delayed response have
prompted the local commu-
nity to seck accountability.

As per the news agency. lo-
cals said that the fire tender
From Fire Station Wanigam ar-
rived wery late at the incident
site after the breaking of the
fire, resulting in the death of
a man, Adil Kamzan Dar, who

Over Fi_refigh

was sleaping in his room of the
house which was enguified by
the fire, purportedly spread-
ing from a fault in an electric
Manket used by the deceased
peTson,

“The fire tender from Fire Sta-
tion Wanigam did not immedi-
ately reach the spot of the inci-
dent after the flames engulfed
the house. I the firefighters
had arrived a it earlier, mayle
the life of the youth could have
been saved.” said a local.

He also alleged that they
had informed the Fire Service
Department in time “but un-
fortunately  the firefighters
turned up late despite calling
them several times.”

Locals also demanded an

ters' Delay

impartial imvestigation  and
suspension  of irmesponsible
employess of the Fire and
Emergency Services for their
“carelessness” and “delay”.

Meanwhile, Deputy Com-
missfoner  Baramulla  along
with the concerned ADC, SDM
and Tehsildar Pattan also wis-
ited the site and assured a
transparent investigation into
the incident

It has been learnt that the
Deputy Director Fire & Emer-
gency Services has constinuted
an ingquiry committes o inves-
tigate the allegations leveled
against the Fire Station Wani-
gam's employees and has di-
rected them to submir a report
within fifteen days. [CNS)

Heli-Skiing At Gulmarg A New
Tourist Attraction, Trial Run Begins

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Taking adventure
to another level, the tourism
department with the active
support of district administra-
rion Baramulia is all set 1o start
heli-skiing at Gulmarg.

As per news agency, the ser-
vice is being introduced by the
tourisin department in <ol-
laboration with the Baramulla
district administration to ca-
ter to adventure seekers from
across the world

“All approvals are in plice
and the service will take off
sopn, Gulmarg has been a fa-
vourite skiing destination for
skiers from across the world,
Assuch, the introduction of he-
li-skiing will further promote
Gulmarg at an international
bevel” efficial sources sald

They said the service is being
run by a private player adding
the trial runs for the same have
alresdy started.

“This service will be fun
by a private player who will
take inte consideration every
aspect, to come up to the ex-
pectations of the adventure
seekers, The trial run for the
service has already started and
the experts as well as tourists
are very much satisfied with
the service,” sources added.

Guimarg, a4  high-altitude
skiing destination in north

Kashmir, is renowned for it
breath-taking landscapes and
world-class skiing slopes.

With the introduction of
heli-skiing. the region's status
will be further elevated as a
premier destination for winter
spaorts enthusiasts.

Heli-skiing imvolves using he-
licopters to access remote and
untouched powder-covered
shopes, providing skiers with an
unparalieled experience away
from traditional ski resorts.

The Tourism  Department
beliewes that this venture will
not only attract seasoned ski-
ers but also cater to adventure
seekers looking for an adren-
aline-packed escapade in the
heart of the Himalayas.

“The proposed heli-skiing
routes will take participants to
some of the most challenging
and breath-taking terrains, of-
fering a unigue oppartunity to

carve through wirgin snow in
an untouched alpine environ-
ment,” official sources said.

Officials said the depari-
ment has assured that safety
measures will be paramount,
with experienced guides and
rescu@ Eams  accompanying
participants to ensure 4 secure
and enjoyable adventure,

In the absence of snow, the
service- provider has started
the service by taking tourists
o the sunshine peak.

Tourists, who availed the
service, expressed their excite-
ment and thrill for the aerial
Jjourney to the highest peaks of
Gulmarg,

"It is a good kdea to start he-
licopter services at Gulmarg.
We were able to visit Sunshine
Peak, which is completely
snow-clal, 1t was a joyous
trip. id Pooja Kapoar, a tour-
ist—{KNO]

'Ihla Parvez

; %
airs Public

Darbar in Bandipora

KO NEWS SERVICE

BANDIPORA: Commissioner of
Enquiries, J&K, Talat Parvez Ro-
hella, on Tuesday presided over
& public darbar cum gricvances
redressal camp at Sumlar where-
in he took stock of sues and
concerns of the people besides
reviewing development projeds.
heing exeruted in the area.

Chairperson District Develop-
ment Council, Abdul Gani Bhat,
DDC Vice Chairperson, Kowsar
Shafeeq. Deputy Commissioner,
Shakeel Ur Rehman Rather, DDC
Member Arin, Gh Mohisddin,
ADDC, Mohammad Asheall Bhat,
ADC, Urnar Shafi and other se-
nior officers besides representa-
tives of vanious delegations wene
present on the aocasion.

The public darbar witnessed
mverwhelming participation
from all sections of the society
who apprised the Commissioner
of wvarious developmental and
ather issues being faced by them.

The DDC Member Arin, an the
occasion, presented a  detailed
overview af Arin block and also de-
tailed charter of demands includ-
ing enhanced services of power
supply, healthcare, edocation, skill
centers, veterinary centers  and
roads besides others issues.

Other demands put forth by
the representatives of various del-
egations included establishment of
Girls High School, Degree College,
recetving station, disposal of pend-

fing cases under PMAY and pending
o on for households af-
fected by PMGSY. Besides, provid-
ing sheep rearing units 1o unem-
wioyed youth, foress rimber depo
i the ama, wavering off KCC loans,
bringing Arin Dardpora, Sirander
and Kudara areas under tourism
map owing 1o huge tourism poten-
tial of the region, While responding
o the demands of bringng some
areas of the division on tourism
map, the Commissioner assured
that all possibilities would be ex-
jphored in this regard.

Regarding the issues of PMAY
cases, 8OO Arin informed that
a mwtal of 160 eases have been
sanctioned or the current year
while more than 150 cases have
also been taken up for approval.
He said that the first and second
installment has already been re-
leased in favor of these cases.

Talat Parvez, while interacting
with line departments, called for
adopting a time bound redressal
mechamism in resobving the is-
sues of public importance by
making optimum utilization of
available resources.

The Commissioner, while ad-
dressing the gathering, assured
tthem of progeer action and timely
rediressal of their grevances, He
said public darbar s a plaform
o obtain first hand appraisal of
pubilic issues [rom the grosrools
level besides reducing the com-
manication gap between the
public and the administration

Labor Commissioner Inspects
Jammu Construction Sites

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMUE: Labour Commission-
er, Charandeep Singh Tuesday
visited several establishments
and construction sites in Jam-
mu district inclading Tawi Riv-
erfront Project and Amar Flour
Mills at Gangyal.

During the visit, the Labour
Commissioner interacted with
the workers and the manage-
ment o get a firsthand ap-
praisal of the implementa-
tion of Labour weifare Laws
and soclal security schemes,
He enquired about difficul-
ties, if any, being faced by the
waorkers in availing benefits
of the Covernment welfare
schemes meant for them. He
akso touched upon the sub-
ject of wages, hours of work,

overtime, leave including sick
leave, welfare, health and the
basic amenities provided to
the workers at the work sites.

The Labour Commissioner
emphasized on ensuring com-
pliance 1o the Labour Laws in
letter and spirit and urged the
Mmanagement to ensure  appro-
priate measures for safety and
health of the workers.

“Government s commit-
ted to enhance the wellare
and well-being of workers in
both the organised and unor
ganised sectors and also har
monize the needs of workers
and industry® he reiterated
and added that a check list of
lahaur welfare provisions un-
der different Labour Laws will
be provided to the establish-
ments for convenience,

BEFORE THE HON'BLE HIGH COURT OF JAMMU
AND KASHMIR & LADAKH AT SRINAGAR

NHM Mission Director Chairs Mega Public Darbar In Kokernag

KO NEWS SERVICE the administration and
N the citizens for effective

ANANTNAG: Mission Di-  implementation of go-
rector, Mational Health emment schemes He

Mission (MHM ), Nazim Zia
Khan. on Tuesday chafred
a mega public darbar at
Kokernag aimed to ad-
dress  public  grievances,
review development ac-
thvities and tackle |ssues

highlighted the signifi-
cance of senlor govern
ment  officials  engaging
directly with the people 1o
address and resolve their
concerns besides obtain-
ing feedback on welfare

affecting the community. and  development  pro-
Mazim Zia emphasized  grammes being launched
the pivotal role of such  inthe area

outreach  programs  in
bridging the gap between

Heads of various depart
ments including Revenue,

their demands and issues
will be looked into on
priority for redressal.

He also gave on the spot
directions to the officers
for ensuring time bound
redressal of the public is-
sues.  He emphasized on

FPolice, Power, Health, Edu-
cation, Public Works, Agri-
culture, and allied wings
were present during the
camp to address sector
specific concems of local
papulice,

MNazim Zia, after hear-

| Wasme: Mohammad tshaq Wani
| Fattser's Hame: Lage Gh, Rasoot
| Residence: Pandrethan, Tehsd Pantha chowh, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is te inform the general public that therm & &n emor in my driving
Econse beanng No. IK-DI20020055745 whom in my name has beon

Tha coarect infarmation should be:
Hame: Mohd lshag Wani
Father's Name: Late Gh. Rasool Wanl

ande

3 Seinagar
mistake 1 the Regions! Trassport Office, Seinagas,

ing grievances and de-
mands of the pubdic,
sought on the spoi re-

cent percent 1
tation of Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes on ground

it anyone has any obgctions to this comectios, please contact the
Regglonal Transport Officer, Srinagar, within soven days from the date of
ibiica Altex the.

for overall ent
and welfare of the people
while stressing on satu-
ration of Social Security
Schemes.

sponse  [rom the con-
cemed  district  officers
present in the grievance
redressal camp, He as-
sured the people that all

|_estertained, W
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Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Zonal Office
Srinagar

Vo s Bark

Extension of Time

With reference to the tender notice No. JRb/zoke-1/Est/23
Dt-26-12-2023, issued by this  office,  regarding
advertisement for cutright purchase/ on lease basis for
housing its Branch at Lasjan, Srinagar, the last date for
receipt of the tonders is extended up to 4" of February 2024,
The tender documents can be downioaded from the Bank's
afficial website www kbank.com. The parties who have already
appiied  In  vesponse  to  the tender  notice  Ne.
M zeke-1/ESt 23 -DE-26-12-2023 need not apply again,

Other terms and conditions shall remain the same.
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Indians Dominate ICC ODI
Team Of The Year

Press Trust of India

DUBAL: Rohit Sharma wias,
on Tuesday, named captain
of the ICC 001 Team of the
Year, which featured five
other Indians including star
batter Virat Kohli and the
pace duo of Mohammed
Shami  and  Mohamimed
Siraj.

The team mostly included
the World Cup finalists Aus-
tralia (winner) and India
[runner-up) besides play-
ers from semi-finalists New
Zealand and South Africa,
the ICC said in a statement.

The top order includes
openers Rohit and Shubman
Gill. While the indian cap-
fain accumulated 1.255 runs
at an average of 52 muns
last year, the katter struck a
brilliant 208-runs against
the Kiwis and also finished
as the liighest run-scorer
[1.584 runs) in the format.

A number three was
Travis Head, whe was con-
sistent throughout the year
and performed excepiion-
ally well during the global
event, with his 137 runs in
the final being the highlight

The middle order com-
prised Indian stalwart Kohlk
followed by Daryl Mitchell,
Heinrich Klaasen and Marco

Jansen,

Kohli finished as the sec-
ond-highest run-scorer of
the year in 0DIs (1,337 runs)
and slammed six centuries
during the year He sur-
passed Sachin Tendulkar’s
record of most international
tons, besides winning the
Player of the Touwrnament
award during the World

P

Mitchell scored five cen-
turies  and  accumulated
1,204 runs at an average of
52,34 runs and a strike rate
of 100,24,

Klaasen too dominated

Ayeera & Ansa'To
Compete In Moscow
Stars Wushu C’ship

the whole year with the
bat, with his highlight be-
ing the match-winning 174
runs versus Australia in

Centurion.
The bowling atrack was
made up of Australian Adam

Zampa along with the Indi-
an trio of Mohammed Siraj,
Kubdeep Yaday and Maham-
med Shami.

Zampa took 38 wickets in
the entire year at an average
of 2631 and also fetched 2
four-for in thiee successive
World Cup fixtures, besides
finishing as the second-
highest wicket-taker in the

competition.

Sira) came up with 44
wickets in the year, the
high point being six for 21
against Sl Lanka during
the Asia Cup final that India
‘won deservingly,

Kuldeep captured 49 0DI
‘wickets last year, with his
‘best figures being five for 25
versus Pakistan during the
Asia Cup's Super-Four stage.

Shami  was  dominant
thronghout the year, claim-
ingg four fifers, while his best
ligures were seven for 57
against New Zealand during
‘the World Cup semi-final.

Won't Be Ultra-Attacking, But Won't
Take Backward Step: Rahul Dravid

Press Trust of India

HYDERABAD: Head coach Rahuol
Dravid did nok see Indian batters
replying to England's ‘Bazball’ in
kind but he said they will not be
taking a backward step in the five-
match Test series beginning here
from Thursday.

Dravid said India will formulare
thefr game plans as per the sitwa-
tions that the match throws up at
them in the rubber.

1 don't think we are going out
there 1o try to be ulrra-artacking.
| think we look to play what's in
front of us, what the situation de-
mands. But by nature, if you look
ar our fop six-seven batsmen,
there are a lot of guys who are
naturally positive and look to take
the game on.

=50, they're not going to be look-
ing to change that in any particular

J&K Admin Seeks Deferment Of

Khelo India Winter Games: Report

wary, There'll be some different sit-
uations in which we may need 1o
look to push the game along or we
might have to bat for long periods.

“But | can’t see any of my bats-
men taking a backward step or
loak to be defensive,” Dravid said
I an interaction here on Tuesday.

However, Dravid did not have
much doubr that England would
come hard at the hists (n the se-
ries, amel the head coach hoped that
his team would use the experience
in these conditions to respend pos-
irively to the challenge.

“Ir's been exciting to watch them
play and you know they've had
success playing like that They've
done well in Pakistan, They've won
in Mew Zealand and they had a re-
ally exciting series against Austra-
lia in the Ashes as well. So, we have
to respect that.

“But we know that it's going to

be a challenge for them in these
conditions because these are con-
ditions we know very well We've
ot a lof of experience in our at-
tack. I'm looking forwand to see-
ing how our boys respond, because
| know that we will be put under
pressure,” satd Dravid.

Dravid also termed the five-
match series a fine chance for In
dian players - experienced and
upcming - o set some splendid
miarkers & India are poised to play
a few more Tests in the upcoming
months in the current World Test
Championship (WTC] cyc

Star batter Virat Kohli | skip
the first two Tests against Englaned
owing to parsonal reasons

Dravid said while the team
would miss the presence and ex-
perience of Kohli, his absence is
a chance for some other player to
step and prove himsetf

India Out Of Asian Cup
After 1-0 Loss To Syria

nental football showpiece afte

on Tuesday, Substitute Oma

round of 16 berth,

Press Trust of India

AL KHOR: Indias wait for a
maiden kneckout round berth
i the Asian Cup continwed as
they crashed out of the conti-

suffering @ 0-1 defeat to Syria
in their last group match here

Khribin scored the all-impor-
tant goal in the 76th minute to
keep Syria in contention for a

ous career, has scored four goals
== twer each in 2011 ane 2019 -
in nine appearances to be the
highest scorer from India in the
continental showpiece,

Tndia had also failed to make
t 0t to the knockout round in
1984, 2011 and 2019 editions
of the toumament, The coun-
r try had finished runnerup in
1964 wheen the winner was de-
cided after a mamnd-robin league
among four partickpating teams.

India, under Igor Stimac, will

V'L

JNAL

Observer News Service

ishti took part in selection trials

in Chennai on January 22, comn-

SRINAGAR: Srinagar-born
Wushu athletes and sisters, Ay-
eera Chishti and Ansa Chishii,
are set to represent India at
the Moscow Stars International
‘Wushu Championship, sched-
uled to take place in the Rus-
sian capital from Febrary 28 to
March 5. The prestigious cham-
pionship will draw athletes
{from more than 30 countries,
Ayeera Chishti and Ansa Ch-

Liverpool Defends Salah

peting against the best athletes
from various states. Ayeera and
Ansa, born to an engineer father
and a professor mother, dem-
onstrated exceptional prowess
during the trials, engaging in
three bouts each against com-
petitors from Haryana and oth-
of states. The sisters showcased
outstanding  skills o secure
their spots in the International
‘Waushi Championship,

SRINACAR: Amid a lack of
snowfall in Guimarg and Leh,
the J&K has reportedly writ-
ten o the Government of in-
dia to defer the five-day Khelo
India Winter Cames,

There has been no official
word yet, and the concemed
departments  have  already
finalised all preparations for
the event, slated to take place
from February 2 to 6,

As per news agency KNO,
sources say that while the

scheduled dates are inching
closer, the event would un-
likety take place on the partic-
ular dates due to the absence
of spowfall at Gulmarg.
“Although the snowfall is
expected by the end of this
manth,
to sef the stage for different
events, slated to be held un-
der the five-day Khelo India,”
a source told the agency.
Sarmad Haleez, Secretary
for Youth Services and Sports,
told KMO a decision on Khelo
India Narional Winter Games

tiens,

it would take time

t Accusations

Hels N ot Committed To Egypt After Injury

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool defended
Mahamed Salah against aceusa-
tions he was showing a lack of
commitment to Egypt by retum-
ing to his club from the Africa
Cup of Nations to get treatment
on a hamstring injury.

Salah, one of the most high-
profile players at the Africa Cup,
is scheduled t My back to Eng-
land on Wednesday and will “be-
gin an infensive rehabilitation
program,” Liverpool said, in an ef-
fort to get him healthy again be-
fore the end of the competition.

Liverpool assistant coach Pep
Lijnders said on Toesday that
Salah has a “proper tear in his
hamstring” which is expected o
keep the winger out for three to
four wieeks, backing up 4 timeline
given by Salah's agent on X, for-
merty Twitter.

Former  Egypt  international
Ahmed Hassan said in British
mewspaper The Daily Mirror that
Salah should be staying with the
Egypt squad "no matter what,
even if he only had one leg to
stand on” adding that the team
captain “was plotting his depar-
fure from the Egypt camp,”

Lijnders was quick to down-
play those comments.

“The one wou should never
doubt the commitment of |s Mo
Salah” said Lijnders, who was
speaking at a news conference a
day before Liverpool plays Ful-
ham in the English League Cup
semifinals.

Sl never et a guy — a player
but also a human being — who is
mare committed to the fife of be-
Ing a prefessional foothall player,

“I know the country is dev-
astated at losing him. We were
devastated to hear he got injured.
He plays their first (group] game,
soores and assists and i captain,
He's massively important, of
course. But the only neason why
our medical team and their medi-
cal teamn decidid for him to come
back is to give him the best pos-
sible chance to be available in the
final, if Egypt reach the final”

Lijnders said some confusion

might have been raised becawse
Salah's h:jury which happened
during  Egy) second 'ﬁun
gamE, msn‘t II'IItIil||!f e
serious.

The Dutchman saied it was in
Salah's best interests to be treated
Iin Liverpool's medical facility be-
cause it is 4 “stable environment™
and there are “proper people who
are committed and have time and
can focus on his rehab process,

Egypt secured a place in the
round of 16 on Tuesday by draw-
ing with Cape Verde 2-2, with
Salah cutting anm animated figure
o0 the sidelines during the game.
It was a third straight group-
stage draw for the Pharachs, who
lost the Africa Cup final on penal-
ties to Senegal in the last edition,

Liverpool is top of the Premder
League by five points and will
play in the League Cup final on
Feb. 25, should Jurgen Klopp's
team get past Fulbam. The Reds
hold a 2-1 lead from the first leg
ahead of the return match in Lon-
don on v

Liverpool has won all three of
its matches since Salah departed
for the Africa Cup, scoring eight
goals in the pracess without the
Team’s top scorer, (AP]

‘will be made after a thorough
review of the weather condi-

“The decision will be tak-
en at an appropriate time. |
would not like to speculate
prior on any of the happen-
Ings. We don't know how the
weather is going o behave.
‘We are watching the weather
reports,” he said.

Jammu & Kashmir Sports
Council Secretary, Nuzhat
Gul said all arrangements
for the event have been
completed,

India finished at the bottom
of the Four-team Group B after
bosing all their three mtchrs

and withourt scoring any goal.

uesclay's match will cer-
tainly be the swansong Asian
Cup game for talisman Sunil
Chhetri, who had appeared in
the two earfier editions also -
n 2011 and 2019,

Thie 39-year-old Chhetrd, who
b5 in the twilight of his ibustri-

thus retum home after yet an-
other disappointing show in
lhrwntinenuishuwplece The

Indians had won one match
— against Thailand (4-1)
the 2019 edition, but this time,
they fired a blank, returning
home withaut any poing.

The Indians had lost to Aus-
tralia {0-2] and Uzbekistan {0-
3) in their earlier two group
marches.

in

Djokovic, Gauff Labour Into
Australian Open Semis

Agencies

MELBOURNE: Movak
Djokovic and Coco Gauff
were both made to toil
for semi-final places on
a blazing Tuesday at the
Australian Open  as the
tournament  was heading
for another potentially late
evening after the day ses-
sion spilled over,

Holder Djokovic was ex.
pected to breeze past Tavlor
Fritz having come into the
oomtest with an 80 win-loss
record over the T2th seed
bur he endured 4 stern test

that kasted nearly four hours
to prevail 7-6{3} 4-66-26-3.

“This match was not an
enjoyable match for me at
all” Djokovic told reporters.

"OF course, I'm proud ta
overcome the kind of chal-
fenge and obstacles and I'm
pleased o win but it wasa't
enjoyable at all. It was re-
ally . a lot of suffering in
BVETY aspect.

“You have days like that
where you just have to ac-
cept it, face the ciroum-
stances and try to make the
most out of it

Dijokovic might have had

starting troubles i his bid
to win an 11th Melbourne
Park title and 25th Crand
Slam to eclipse the record
of Margaret Court but he
is an expert problem solver
and took advantage of a tir-
\ngg Fritz 1o prevail

Gaull was happy to
win "ugly" as she guelied
the challenge of Ukrai-
nian Marta Kostyuk 7-6(6)
6-7(3} 62 In a liide over
three hours and the LS.
Open champion will need
to raise her level if she
hopes to win a second
Grand Slam title,
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