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Prez Appoints
2 Judges For
J&K HC

M Ahmad

Srinagar; President of India
on Monday appointed two ad-
ditional judges of the J&K and
Ladakh High Court as perma-
nent judges,

“In exercise of the power con-
ferred by clause (1) of Article 217
of the Constitution of India, the
President s pleased to appoint
(i} Shri justice Rahul Bharti and
(i1} Ms. Justice Moksha Khajuria
Kazmi, Additional judges of the
High Court of Jamm & Kashmir
and Ladakh, o be judges of that
High Court, in that order of se-
niority, with effect from the date
they assume charge of their re-
spective offices.” reads a notifica-
tion by Ministry of Law & Justice
Department of fustice,

The Supreme Court collegium
had en January 4 recommended
that the two additional judges
be made permanent.

Justices Bharti and Kazmi were
appointed as additional judges
on March 28, 2023, The High
Court of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh has a sancrioned
strength of 17 Judges includ-
ing 13 Permanent judges and 4
.ﬁd[ll.TilN!.li]lldgL’S. | Moz on PB

Govt Orders
Transfers, Postings
in Police Dept
Srinagar: The government on
Monday ordered the transfer
and postings of several police of-
ficers in the interest of adminis
tration. As per an order Shivam
Sickdharth, IPS, awaiting adjust
Iment is posted as Superintendent
of Police, North Jammu, wvice
Kuldeep Chand Handa.

Ranjit Singh, Superintendent
of Police, awaiting adjustment
Is posted as Dy, Commandant
JKAP-8th Battalion

Azhar Bashir Baba, Additlonal
Superintendent of  Police
Security, Kashmir, is transferred
and posted as Superintendent of
Police, APCR Kashmir, againse
an available vacancy,

Arif Amin Shah,
Superintendent | More on P&

Digital Compassion

Jan 22 Not Just A Date, It Is
Beginning Of A New Era: PM

Says Ram Temple Consecration Has Broken The Shackles of Slave Mentality

Ram Temple Will An Extraordinary We Have To Now Lay Ramis . The Temple Was Thanks To Our Ram Lalla
Be A Witness To '+ And Emotional The Foundation OF India India's » Built In Accordance SC For Doing Will No Longer
Magnificent India Moment Of Next 1,000 years Faith With Law Justice Live In A Tent

Press Trust Of India

Ayodhya:  Prime  Minister
MNarendrs Modi said on Manday
the consecration of Ram Lalla's
idel in Ayodhya marks the ad-
vent of a new era and gave a
call to people to go beyond the
Ram temple's construction o
build the foundation of a strong,
grand amd divine India of the

his speech also turned to critics
of the Ram temple movement
and asked them to reconsider
their view that its construc
tion would “set off a fire” in the
country, asserting that Ram is
“not fire but energy”, "not dis-
pute but solution”,

In his address to a large
number of invitees, including
seers, leading figures from dif

that the momentous occasion
is not merely about triumph but
alse humility and underscores
Indian society’s maturity in re-
solving historical disputes,
“Ram is not fire but energy,
Ram is not & dispute but & solu
tiom, Ram is not merely ours but
of everyone and Ram & not only
the present but also eternal”
he said, adding that the temple

Ram Rajya Coming,
Stay United: RSS Chief

55 chief  Mohan
Bhagwat today said
am Rajya is com-

ing and everyone in the
country should shun dis-

next 1,000 years. ferent fields and those part of s also a symbol of peace, pa- putes and stay united,
After participating in the  the decades-long agitation for  tience, harmony and amity in The new Ram Laila
idol’s ‘Pran Pranshtha, Modi in - building the temple, he said  Indian society. whol was consecrated ar
the Ayodiva temple on
5 i 7 Monday, an event led by
Ram Temple - India's New Landmark Kashmiri Muslims Gift 2 kg Of Saffron Prime Minister Narendra
new landmark of India - both structural and ashmiri Muslims have presented a generous Mod '_"”Idl“‘““hf;d by lakhs
spiritual - rises an Ayodhya's horizon today gift of 2 kg of pure saffron for the Pran ItJ][ ’I']LI“P %.on, [& ."’""“'“I‘"
5 a new-age architectural marvel of elegant shitha ceremony at the Ram Temple in I TR anidua CInpies

sandstones, diligently carved by craftspeople with
dedication and devotion to Lord Ram. The majestic
Ram temple in Ayodhya is a sprawfing structure,
built by overcoming engineering challenges and
with due sensitivity to nature. | More on PE

SM Crowdfunding Rescues
Kashmiris In Distress

Augib Javeed

Spinagar  While  scrolling
through his social media feed,
Danish Malik, 29, stumbled upon
4 donation appeal video that
tugged at his heartstrings, The
video painted a moving picture,
shedding light on the urgent fi-
nancial need for a young boy's
critical operation. Without a sec-
ond thought, Malik swiftly trans-
ferred Rs. 3000 to the family’s ac
count, believing that every penny
counts in making a difference.

“The nature of the appeal was
50 poignant that it had the power
o bring tears to anyone's eyes,”
Malik said.

“If we've got the means to
help someone, why not do it? He
needed a huge amount for his
treatment, but if we all come for-
ward and donate whatever we
can, it would surely make a dif-
ference,” he added

Danish's act not only contrib-
uted fo the financial aspect of

ee

IF WE'VE GOT THE MEANS
TO HELP SOMEONE, WHY
NOT DO IT? He needed

a huge amount for his
treatment, but if we all
come forward and donate
whatever we can, it would
surely make a difference.”

the cause, but also highlighted
the profound influence of social
media appeals in mobilizing
COMPASSIONLe response,

In the age ol digital connectiv
ity. social media platforms have
become powerful tools for vari-
ous purposes, including raising
awareness and funds for indi-
viduals facing expensive medi-
cal treatments, Crowdfunding,
facilitated by platforms such as
Ketto, Milaap. Donatekart etc
has emerged as a | Mose on PG

Republic Day Function

Ayodivwa. Ashok Bhan, Chairman of the Kashmir
(Policy & Strategy) Group, lauds this symbaic
gesture as a testament to the shared reverence
for Lord Ram among diverse communities. Ashok
Bhan said, “The generous gift of | More on P&

actoss the country.

"The Prime Minister
alone did taap' {penance),
and now, we all have to
do that” the Rashtriya

Patrolling Of The Forces 'To
Be Increased: ADGP

Press Trust Of India

Jammu:  Ahead of the
Republic Day function, se
curiey forces have increased
patolling In Jammu  and
Kashmir with plans for sev
eral new camps underway, a
senior police officer said.
"We have taken steps and
meetings have been held {on
beefing up securityl. Some
camps are being relocited,
new camps are also being es-
tablished.” Additional Directar
General of Police (ADGP) Law
and Order Vijay Kumar told
teporters here on Monday,
"W are increasing patrol-
ling of the forces and in days
1o come, operations will be
intensified.” the ADGP said
"We have been prepar-
ing for the past two days to
thwart any potential cerror

or communal incident. We
are keeping both aspects in
mind,” he said,

Director General of Police
[DGP) R R Swain had on

Saturday  reviewed  secu
rity measures in a high-level

meeting.

"The intentions of the ad-

versary are to be foiled by a
prodctive approach and by
Implementing
district level plans,”
had then said.

innovative
Swain

Swayamseyvak Sangh
[RSS) chief said, address-
ing a gathering of thou
sands after the ceremony.

With Ram Lalla's conse
cration in Ayodhya, India's
self-pride has returned,
Mr Bhagwat said, adding,
"And today's programme
has become a symbol of a
new India that will stand
up and provide help to the
entire workl,”

Mr Bhagwat said Ram
Lalla has returned home
after 500 years because
of the penance of a lot of
Fuo be and | salute their
1ard work | More on P&

South Kashmir
Towns Coldest
In Valley

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The cold wave in
Kashmir intensified as most
places in the valley recorded
extreme subzero temperatures,
officials said here on Monday.

The minimum plnged 7.4
degrees below [reezing point in
Pulwama and Shopian towns in
south Kashmir on Sunday night,
the officials said,

The twin towns in south
Kashmir were the coldest re-
corded places in the valley.

Srinagar city recorded a min-
mum ﬂ.‘lll']“r‘llllll‘ I.IT manus
5.3 degrees Celsius on Sunday
night, dropping from previ-
ous night's minus 4.8 degrees
Celsius, the officials said.

Pahalgam in south Kashmir's
Anantnag district recorded a min-
imum temperature of mi

nquE.Brt-gmusl'uisiug
They sai
1"{: Qazigund  town

& -3~ in sU\th:jl K.Eshmir[
recorded a low of

] ("—T'\f 5.2 degrees Celsius

-x and the ski resont

of Gulmarg in porth
Kashimir recorded a low of
minus 4 degrees Celsius,
The minimum tempera
ture in Kokemnag town set-
tled at minus 26 degrees
Celsius and i Kupwara at
" minus & degrees Celsius,

1l Adryand largely snow-

I less winter in Kashmir

I1|" has resulted in freczing

mights and warmer than

| usual days as Srinagar day

temperatures were  over

eight degrees above the nermal

temperature for this time of the
year, officials said here,

Kashmir has been going
through a prolonged dry spell
and a 79 per cent deficit in rainfall
was recorded for December while
there has been no precipitation
in most parts of the valley in the
first three weeks of Jamuary.

There has been no snowfall
in most plain areas of Kashmir,
while the upper reaches of the
valley have recelved lesser than
usual amount of snow.

The weather | More an P&

Bypassing Official Channels For Grievances
Health Dept Issues
Warning To Employees

Agencies

Health  and
Medical Education (H&ME)
Department  has  issued a
wamning and directives to
all employees regarding the
submission of representa-
tions to higher authorities
without following official
channels,

In a circular ac-
cessed by the news
agency—Kashmir
News  Observer
(KNGO}, the H&ME
Department has
directed the em.
ployees to refrain from directly
approaching the administra
tive department and urged
them to adhere to prescribed
procedures,

According to the circular,
the department has receved
an increasing number of rep-
resentations from employees
seeking inter-cadre  deputa-
tion and transfers without

Srinagar:  The

A R A R AR RN RN,

KO Online
Editor Bereaved

grandfather of Syad Hamid

Husssain, Online Editor of

Kashmir Observer, passed
away on Monday late evening.
Syed Noor-Ud-Din (%0 yrs) passed
away at his Bemina residence after
a hrief spell of iliness.
The deceased was a noted
educationist and had served the
Department of Education with
utmost dedication and honesty for
over four decades,
He was the father of Syed Bashir
Ahmad, former Assistant General
Manager, | Mare on P&

6 Injured In Wild Boar

3 Drug Peddlers

Attack In Kulgam Arrested In Sopore

t least six peophe were injured BE PEFSONS Wora
A:::f baing attacked by a wild arrested along with a huge

r {wild pig) in the main consignment of drugs in

town of South Kashmir's Kulgam north Kashmir's Sopore, pofice said
district on Manday. An official said on Monday. Sub Divisional Police
that a wild boar appeared in the officer Sopore, Dr Raies Ahmed Mir
market and infured six persons. as per the news agency—Kashmir
He said all the injured were rushed Mews Observer (KNO) sald that on
to district hospital Kulgam for 11 January, a naka was established
freatment. at railway crossing, following which
“The hospital has recefved six @ truck was interrupted.
injured people who were attacked He said that during checking 5136
by a wild boar. They are being capsules of Spasmoproxivon plus
treated and vaccines have been were recovered from a biag and

administered to | More on PB

during investigation | More on P&

S H 0 R T

Man Charred To

T A& K E §

Leopard Captured

Death In Pattan Alive In Bandipora
man was. charred to death, Ieopard was caphured alive in
while two residential houses A:a]m area of North Kashmir's
were damaged in massive fire andipora district after a man

in Khambiyat village of Baramulla's was injured in an attack on Monday,

Pattan late last night. An offficial told the news agency—

An official told news agency — Kashmir News Observer (KNO),

Kashmir News Observer (KNO) that the 25-year-old Umar Zahoor,

that fire broke out in one of the son of Zahoor Ahmad Sofi was

residential houses due to a short injured in Hajin Bandipora. He said
circuit in electric blanket in which the man was taken to Sub District

a 26-year-old man was charred to Hospital Hajin from where he was

death. He sald that two houses were shifted to JVC haspital for advanced

tso db d in the devastatin The wildlife authorities
fire, while police have taken soon after the incident captured the

cognisance of | More on P& leopard alive | Mare on P&

the knowledge of their con-
trolling officers and Heads of
Departments.

Suchactions are violations of
the Jammu and Kashmir Civil
Services Conduct Rules, 1956,
the department said, adding
that these “have been viewed
seriously by the authorities”
and "results in wastage of
time and resources”.

To curb this prac
tice and streamline
the communication
process, the H&ME
Department  has
urged all officers
and officials of
the Health & Medical Education
Department to cease direct ap-
proaches to the Administrative
Department,  Instead, they
were instructed o follow the
prescribed  procedures  and
seek redressal through ap-
proprizte authorities, such as
Controlling Officers and Heads
of Departments, The order also
outlined specific | Morean P&

Army Veteran Dies
in Rajouri Crash

retired army soldier was killed

after a vehicle he was traveling

in met with an accident at
Kewal area in Rajouri district on
Manday evening, An official told a
local agency that an Eco car bearing
number IK11E 6204 driven by one
Shaukat All, son of Alam Din, of
Gabbar Budhal, Kotranka met withan
accident on reaching Old Panchayat
at Kewal area. beaving the driver
injured

“The injured person was lifted from
the site and shifted to PHC Budhal
from where he was | More on P&
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Planned Attacks On BINY

Police Foil PCC Protest
March In Srinagar

Majid Nabs

Srinagar: Police on Mou-
doy thwarted the Prodesh
Congress Committes (POC)
proposed protest march to
Lal Chowk in response to
the alleged planned attacks
by the members of the rul
ing Bhartiyn Janinta Party
(BJP) during Rahul Gan-
dhi's lod Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra (BJNY) in Assam.
Dozenss  of Cougress
workers and activists in
cluding females stoged a
sit-in protest at the PCC
headquarters here this
evening, shouting slogasns
like "long live demooracy,
down with hooliganism™
mgainst the ruling BJP for
allegedly creating obsta
cles to disturb the Rahul
Gandhi led Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yotra in Assom.

BJP, according to
the protesting PCC work:
ers, was ‘unseftled” by the
Congress  leader Rahul
Gondhi’s rizing popularity,
which is why the ruling
party interfored with the
Yatra by flinging stoes and
velling offensive chants,

In case the BIPs fol
lowers continue to ecreste
obatacles ln the way of the
Yatra, they worned to step
up thely demonstrations
throughot the country.

In the meantime, a pose
of JEK police deployed in
advanee, blocked the main
entrance of PCC headquar
ters tor stop the demonstra-
tors from making their way
to Lal Chowk to voles their
opposition

As for the BJP, its ac
tions, according to PCC
president  Vikar  Rasool
‘Wani, suggest that the party
wonld lose the next Parlia
mentary elections this year.

“The BJP has become
more nneasy as a reslt of
Rahul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yotrn, just os it did
with the previous owe. The
Congress party, which sup-
ports democracy, organized
this yotra in a democratic
way with the geal of promot
ing peace and brotherhood
i India." PCC chief told the
medlia, adding Congress will
not allow any elements with
vesied interests to abuse the
democratic proceas.

‘Srinagar Smart City'

Karan Nagar Gole Market To Be
Redesigned On Lal Chowk Plaza Lines

Srinoagar: In a significont
development under  the
Srinagar Smart City Proj-
wct, Karan Nagar Gole
Market is set to undergo
o major facelift, mirror-
ing the successful model of
the Lal Chowk Plaza. The
project involves the instal
lation of sn amphitheatre
or Viznal Message Display
(VMD) in the aren,

A senior official of the
Srinagar Smart City Limit
ed (S5CL) informed that the
ambifions project has com-
mienced, with around 30 per
et of fta work completed,

“The project aims o in-
fuse o modern sesthetic into
the heart of Karon Nagar
Gole Market. We are intro
ducing a layout similar to
Lal Chowk Plaza integrated
with mmenities such as an
amphitheatre or large VMD
ik the nves,” he said

The official eaid the es
thmveted coet of fhe project s
arotmd Ra 2 crooe, emphasiz
g a substoitial brvestment
o mbancs the mea’s nfin-
struetire and overall sppenl.

“The rejuvenat
project is expectad to
about a significant facelift
to the Karan Magar Gole
market on the possible
moderiized lines,” he sabd.
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Braving cold weathes, :hmtees menﬂedsp!d.ul nnyels atlh!ihaﬂwkham ‘I!rml! msmn
o mark the consecration of Ram Temple in Ayodhya on Monday. KO Photo, Abid

__ Observer News Service
Srinagar: After the gap of over
thiee decades, the sumiter eapital
of Jammn and Kashmir, Srinagar,
isall set to witiess a vevival of wa-
ter transport within the period of
one month.

The water transport is o flag-
ship project of Srinagar Smart
City Limited (SSCL), which alms
to revive the water-based public
transpart system in Srinagar City,

Earlier in the last month, Di-
visionnl Commissioner, Kashuoir
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri reviewed
the selection of the agency for
operations of Water Transport

Services in River Jhelum and Dal
Lake in Srinagar. He had empha-
sized the need for o water trans-
port system as an additional mode
of transport. risional Commmis-
sioner, Kashmir also directed
S5CL to fimalize the routes and
fare struenare and eall for tenders
expeditiously

General Mamager of SSCL,
Anuj Malhotra, said the water
tranaport project at present is in
the tendering process

"We are expecting to com-
metice the services in o month
only,” he said. sdding thot this is
nearly after a fow decodes that the
services are being revived

Water Transport Set To Be Revived
In Srinagar After 3 Decades

“This will be the addition of
public transport for the people. It
I= a joyouns momsent for the public
and especially the water transpart
will ensure zero earbon emission,
which is favorable for the envi
ronment as well,” he added.

The General Mannger further
stated thot the revival of water ser-
vices will ensure jobs to the people
ns well, Pertinently, water trans-
part was ‘rampant’ ausd popular in
Kashinir as most of the merchan,
dize - timber, food stufls, vegeta-
bles, firewood. charcoal, building
material etc was all fransported
through this mode which started
fst declining since late Ts.

(Dbserver News Service

Srinagar: The Indiva Gandhi No.
tional Open University {IGNOU)
is going fo conduet its #7th Conwo-
cation on #¢h Februmy 2024 The
main venne of the convocation is
1GNOU Headquarters at New DelhL

The program will be telecast
live on Gyan Darshan, Swayam
Prabha, Doordarshon, webcast
through  IGNOU  website and

1. Masrat Bamo

Office Of The Adv.
M.A Sofi And Associates

l M.innll Alther Both Daughters Ghulam Qadir Bhat.

attan, Tehsil

through social media platforms
of the University. The 57 th Con-
veeation funetion will alss be or-
ganized in Srinagar by the IGNOU
Regional Centre Srinagar for the
Learners of the Kashmir region
o the UT of Ladalkh.

All the Learners who have
completed their program in the
Term End Examination Decem
e 2022 and June 2025 are eligible
to apply for receiving the degree

IGNOU 37th Convocation To Be Organized In Srinagar

during the Convecation function,
Omline registration and remit-
ting the requisite fee has started
and the portal will remain opeu
til) 10 th February, i wli
gible students who que not paid
the requisite registration fee of
Ra 600V per certificate online
for the #7th Conveontion, so far,
may pay the requisite fee through
https://enlineservices.ignou.
ac.in/convocation’

R

Vs
PUBLIC AT LARGE
Nen-Cavia o Non-Applicant
In the Petitionin terms of Section 148-4 ¢ an)

The caveators have reason to believe that Non-Caveator may rlhmlpﬂmhﬂ
Petition, Ap- peal, Sult or any other type of Hon'ble Court and
on the ground of distorted facts/ d may seed
In obtaining some rellef/order at thelr back/In exparte against the caveators and in
such eventuality the caveators will be put In irepa- rable loss and inconverience.
It would be proper that caveators be given an opportunity of being heard by the
Hon'ble court before passing any order.

n Sifadvocate

Jaipuri Family Bereaved

Rukaya Asghar, wife of Syed Mohammad Asghar Jaipuri Hussaini
Hamdani, passed away after a brief illness at her residence in
Kamangarpora Srinagar, She was the sister-in-law of renowned
Urdu poet and author Syed Akbar Jalpur. Fatiha khawani shall
be held at our ancestral graveyard in Hassanabad on Wednesday,
January 24th at B AM, Later condolence gatherings shall continue
throughout the day at their residence in Kamangarpora Rajouri
Kadal, inshallah.

BEREAVED
Cell- +91-8713917648
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We are grateful to all those who offered
condolences by visiting us or through
other means on the sad demise of late

Ajaz Hussain of 88 Balgarden, Srinagar on
18th January 2024. We deeply appreciate

your expression of sympathy. Thank you

for your support at this difficult time. Thank

you all for your prayers and thoughts.
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FINRCIA

Beyond the lllusion

Rational Outlook
On Kashmir's Real
Estate Growth

Irshad Mushtag

he real estate market in Kashmir has
seen significont growth over the past
fow decades, with the average selling
price of land in areas such as Hydsr-
pors, lat‘bn:.-\r ad Beming inereasing from
R L0 lac per knnal in 1081 to Rs 210 cr to 2.50
r por kanal i 2023, This represents o profit
of approximately Bs 2 cr over a 80-yeor period,
with an anpunlized growih rate of 16.70%
17345 aver e past 32 years,
While this growth muy appenr tobe lncra-
tive, it is important to consider the proctical
ity of sach returns over the long term. The
projected exponsntiol growth over the pext
32 years seemis to be too high, considering
the compounding nature of the growth. Come
pounded amal prowth of 17.84% annually
muny seem ligh, bat it takes time and & steady
growth strotegy to achieve such returns. The
magic of compaunding is bazed on 0 cartain
growth rate, which is reallzed on o new base
every year, It i inpartant fo focus on donkhle-
digit returns per anoam, such 08 13-1520%,
bt expecting lnnd to npprecinte 1801685 times
im the next 42 vears 0s it has over the past 2

years s not logically possible,

Fluding an asset that can provide a coss
istent return of 12:18% anmually over o Jong
period may 1ot be achievahle with traditionnl
real estate investments. In such cases, it is i
portant tn exercise cantion and seek fosted
advisory before maklng any lnvestment deck
sions, Consulting n trusted financial profes
sional and considering options such as gold,
silver, real estate, shores, mutunl funds, and
msset nllocation finds ean provide o more re-
alistic approach to achieving steady roturns
aver the oug ferm.

In conclusion, the real estate market in
Eashmir has experienced significant growth
aver the years, but expectiizg the same leve]
aof growth in the future moy not be proctical
Tt is important to consider the magie of com-
pouding and to foens on finding assets that
can provide realistic, consisteut returns over
a long pertod, Conmalting with o trasted fina
einl professionnl niwd considering altenative
investment options moy be fhe beat approach
i planuing for Putire fnancial growtl,

— Aurher is NISM qualifed, Mutua! Pund
advisor and distributor having experience of
18 years in financial market
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194- 2452052, 2455683

POD: 0794-2450213

FIRE AMD EMERGENCY SERVICES
2479488245221 20ST155

CAPD: 180018070M

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9460409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +31 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 0W4230331 x

SRINAGAR: 0194-7303259
© ANANTHAG: 01932-226243
. BARAMULLA 0194102029
+  BUBHERA: 01832-128243
+  PAMPORE: 01933-294132

+ PATTAMD1954-293507
QADIGUND: 04951-206153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-lammu Highway - | Open |
Mughal Raad - {Open)
Seinagar- Leh- {Dpen))

%

HURI

_ PRAYERS.
FAJR 6:07
ZUHR  12:42

CALENDAR AR &m

11 Rajab
1445

Magrib  5:52
ISHA T:16




Think

Opinion, Analysis, Essays

Send your write ups and feedback at

editpage.ko@gmail.com

K ASHMIR OBSERVER
Srinagar | Tuesday | 23-01-2024

KASHMIR OBSERVER'

Tuesday | 23-01-2024

Snow’s No Show

& Chillai Kalan is about to draw to a close, Kash-

mir remains snowless. And there are little signs

that the Valley will witness any precipitation in

future. Gubmarg has alveady been hit hard.

Its brown and bare slopes have prematurely ended the ski-
ing season, with towrists canceling their bookings.

is a source of deep disappointment for the Valley which is

predominantly reliant on tourism, which accounts for 7
percent of the region’s gross domestic product (GDF),

According to government statistics, the valley wel-
comed around two crore tourists last year. In 2022, which
marked the revival of tourism in the region after an al-
most three-vear lockdown, approximately 18 million
tourists visited.

However, the absence of the once abundant snow is
mnot merely a disappointment for tourists and ski enthusi-
asts, it is a stark reminder of the severe impact of climate
change on the region’s economy. The current diry spell is
not merely an isolated mcident; it is emblematic of the

temperatures, attributed in part to global climate change,
have altered the region's weather patterns, leaving Gul-
marg devoid of its signature snow.

If the dry weather persists, agriculture could also be

‘The frequent and prolonged dry spells would only exacer-
‘bate concerns about water scarcity and the potential for
forest fires. In response to changing weather patterns,
fumers are adapting their practices, with some shifting
from water-intensive rice cultivation to fruit fuming.
However, this transition is not without risks, as the dry
spell and premature sunshine threaten early blossoming,
impacting fruit yields.

Climate change, however, is a global phenomenon
and Kashmir is hurning out to be one of its latest vietim in
recent years. The escalating global crisis has already led
a staggering 110 million individuals to flee their homes
in 2023, driven by a combination of climate-related disas-
ters and conflicts. Countries, like India, Palistan, and
Bangladesh, face many deaths in extreme heat, particu-
larly in densely populated wban areas. What is mare,
l}nminmmwmﬂ'wwmts:simmsmgm
anxiety, and depression among swrvivors of hurricanes,
wildfires, and floods.

Mrnsthusmlwmneedfwthewldwmeto
gether and take remedial measures to pre-empt the catas-
trophe. But it may take decades before the world is able
lnmﬂclmuh're}plhlthemswhidimmmb\m;
to the disruption in the climate. As i

show, the world needs to quickly get its act together be-
fore it is too late.

Asia ascendant

n January 19, the Smart Lander for lmeallgnl.ulg
Moo (SLIM) of the Japan A
Exploration Agency (JAXA), launched in &m
ber, was expectsd to soft-land on the moon. Shortly
after the stipulated time, reports from JAXA indicated the
lander had touched down but its selar panels were not pro.
dueing power, foreing the eraft to bank on Lis batteries. How.-
ever, SLIM, it said, appearsd to be tranamitting data, and
checks of its other components did not indicate any damage
— meaning Japan had become the fifth country to soft-land
A robatic spacecraf on the Mmook, SLIM, 1iks Chandrayasns,
was tasied with a Junar soft-landing and deploying a rover
mission {with two cmall rovers) but its primary méission
wags plogeering. Thus far, interplanetary spacecrall to the
moon and Mars have been assigned suitable landing areas
several hundred metres wide, SLIM however was designed
to land within a 100 og. m area, and thus its nickname "moon
suiper”. In & press conference in which they confirmed the
cantrolled descent. JAXA officials also said it could be a
month before they could ascertain if SLIM had

areers in
ashmir

Fatima Latif

he past few years were
marked by

ed events around the
warld especially in Jam.

mu and Hashmir. Hashmir had
already been in a lockdown, when
Oovid-19 hit the world Hence,
the effects of the lockdowns were
maore pronounced here.

Howewver, the shared ouffer-
ing also brought alomg with &
an opportunity for shared solu-
tions. For Eashmir, this worked
It meant that Rashmir wasn’t ex-
clusively left behind. The quick
shift from offline to enline mode
for work, education and possibly
everything meant that Kashmiir
too eould join in — mow with the
internet services restored

In the post Covid world, Eash-
mir is still mitigating past and
new challenges. Unemployment
is soaring. However, the way the
pandemic brought topether the
world, Kashmir too has gotten an
opportunity to take imspiration
from the rest of the world. Infact,
it has also brought for Kashmiris
a chance to take advantage of the
many new opportunities that have
opened up around the globe

One such opportunitien is the
opportunity to work remotely —
ot any place, from anywhere.

For the most port, our young.
sters had the education and the
akills but lacked guidance as well
a3 opportunities. Remote jobs
have opened up the posaibility for
them to explore many new careers
and opportunities Infiet, remote
joba seem to be more democratic
and inclusive in that they do not
require ane to ohiff to a ter-1 city
or another country all together.

Henee, in am incressingly
interconnected and technology.
driven world, remote joba have
emerged as o transformative
foree in the employment land.
seape. The rise of remote work
has opened up a plethora of op-
portunities, making it mare ae
cessible for people of all back.
grounds and abilities to engage
in meaninghul smployment

Mauy young people have rea-
sons because of which they cannot
move out of Kazhmir Sometimes,
this would become an impedi
ment due to the lack of jobs here
Now, with vemote jobs svailable,
it is esgier for cuch youngsters to
work in good organisations which

In the post Covid
world, Kashmir is
still mitigating past
and new challenges.
Unemployment is

too has gotten
anopportunity to
take inspiration
from the rest of the
world. Infact,ithas
also brought for
Kashmiris a chance
to take

of the many new
oppartunities that
have opened up
around the globe.

do not expect them to move their

entire lives o another place.
Thus, remote joln are heal.

ing the

and experience drives innovation
and enhances problem-solving ca-
pabilities within organizationa
it reduces uncon-

that had become a pntrquuvehr
“suscess” in the past
Remote work overcomes geo-
graphical barviers that aften limit

individuals in  traditional job
setups. Physical loeation no Jon-
ger dictates job opportunities, as
remote jobs allow individuals to
wark from anywhere. This fexibil-
ity empowers people in rural areas,
ennbling them to access job oppor-
funities that were once reserved
for urban dwellers. By dodng oo, re-
miote work bridges the gap between
differ and
nomic growth across the board

Moreover. remote jobo en-
hance work-life balance. The tra-
ditional 8105 office culture often
leads to stress, burnout, and an im-
balance between work and person-
al life. Remote work provides a oo-
lution by offering individuals the
freedom to work from home or any
location of their choice. They can
create @ work schedule that suits
their needs. leading to improved
work-life balance. This fexibility
‘benefits parents, caregivers. and
individuals with personal coms-
mitments, a2 they can fulfill their
responzibilities while actively par-
ticipating in the workforce.

1t also promotes inclnsivity for
people with disabilities. Tradition-
ol work environments may pregent
physical accessibility challenges,
maling it difficult for individoals
with disabilities 10 fully partici
pate. Remote jobs eliminate these
barriera by providing a level play.
ing tield With the right tools and
technologies, individuals can wark
From the camfort of their homes, le-
veraging their akrills and
without hindvances. This inclusiv.
ity empowers people with disabils.
ties, allowing them to contribute to
the workforee and access employ.
ment opportunities that were pre.
vioualy cut of reach.

FPurthermare, remote jobs
foster diversity by embracing
individuals from various back-
grounds and cultures. Employers
are no longer limited to hiring
within a specific geographic area
Remote work enablés companies
to tap into a global talent pool, at-
tracting top talent from diverse
regions. This diversity of thoaght

schous biases associated with
physical appearances, names, or
accents, focusing solely om tkills
and qualifications.

Remote work has become a
game-changer for women from
areas such as Jammu and Kazh-
mir. Women. especially married
women, who do not have the privi-
lege or the oppartunity to work
outaide. are increasingly taking
up remote jobs to grow finan-
cially. Day in and day out, social
media is filled with posts by such
women looking to work. The abil-
ity to stay home and work gives
marTied women an opportunity to
strilke @ much needed balance. Tt
helps them be present at home and
also grow professionally. With no
expectation to show up at a physi-
cal office snd commute for hours.
women are saving up a lot of time
and emergy. With finaneial free-
dom, women can aloo seek house
heips at home and create a safer
way to talce care of their kids with-
out having to drop them at créch-
#s. If the hushbands alzo have the
eption to work remotely. it works
wanders for a family that can now
opend time together. Even though
remote work also comes with it
own et of challenges for women.
However, if dealt with ethically, it
can be revolutionary for them.

Hence, remote jobs have
brought about a paradigm chift
in the world of worl They offer
numerous advantages that make
them better, more inclusive, and
mare accessible for everyone. By
oversaming geographical barriers,
enhancing worklife balance, pro.
moting inslusivity for people with
dizabilittes, fostering diversity,
and reducing environmental im.
pact, remote joba have the poten.
tial to transform the employment
landscape for the better. Embrac.
ing remote work (s not just a wend;
it i85 & Step towards & mors equita.
hile and inclusive workforce for all

Views expreased in the article
are the author's own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author iz a New Delki
besed fock-canaultant

executed its pinpoint landing.

SLIMs partial success (for now) comes o day after a
moon-danding mission built by Astrobetic, a private U5,
company. and funded by NASA. reentered the earth's at-
mosphere following a propeliant leak. SLIM also happened
roughly & month ahesd of a landing attempt by another
American company and four ahead of China’s smbitious
sample-retuin mission from the moen's far-side. JAXA'S les-
sons from SLIM are expected to inform the planned Lunar
Polar Exploration Mission, an Indis-Japan collaboration
with India expected to provide the lander. Precision landing
is valuable because it allows lunar missions to begin closer
to a place of interest, where there may be a smaller pateh
suitable for landing, instead of landing further away and
roving to the aren. And the moon's surface around its wouth
pole is mostly rough terrain. There are now five countries
with the demonstrated ability to land robotic spacecraft on
the moon. These plus the European Space Agency are the
world's major spacefaring entities. No other such entity has
n robotic lunar mission planned in the near fature. Both the
U.5. and Russia also lnst demomatrated thelr abilities in a
‘bypone era. although the NASA Commercial Lunar Payload
Services programme will be making frequent attempts, an
with the Astrobotic minsion As such, the new Space Race in
eurrently being led by Asian countries.

The Hindu
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Ensuring Enriching Winter Breaks for Kashmir's Children

& the winter season blankets
the beautiful valley of Kah-
mir, it brings with it o sense
of coziness and tranquility.
However, for the young minds of our
region, the long winter break can
sometimes lead to 2 lack of engage-
ment and missed opportunities for
growth. It is crucial to recognize the
significance of planning activities for
children during this period, fostering
not only their intellectual develop-
ment but also contributing to their
overall well-being
Firstly, organized activities dur.

ing the winter break can provide
children with a structured routine,
ensuring that their time is spent pro-
ductively. Thia is especially impor-
tant in preventing the tendency for
youngsters to succumb fo excessive
screen time ot other passive activi-
ties. By engaging in planmed evento,
children can learn new akills, discov.
er their interests, and develop a sense
of discipline that will serve them well
in the future.

Secondly, the winter break ac-
tivitise can play a pivotal role in
promoting soeial among

childven. In a world where technolo-
g often replaces face-to-face commu-
nication. these activities provide a
platform for children to build friend-
ships. eollaborate, and share experi-
ences. Social akills acquired during
these interactions are invaluable and
contribute significantly to the child's
personal and emotional development.

Purthermore, the diverse culfure
and rich heritage of Eashmir offer a
unique opportunity to incorporate
tocal traditions and crafts into these
planmed activities. Thiz not only
the connection of ehil.

dren with their roots but also ensures
the preservation of our cultural heri-
tage for generations to come.

In eonchasion, while the winter
break is a time for rest and relaxation,
it is egually important to emoure that
our children's potential for growth
and development iz maximized. By
planning and organizing enriching
activities. we not only invest in the
future of our yeuth but also contrib-
ute to the cultural richness of our be-
loved Kashmir.

Bareen Meer
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Mohammad Hamief

areer Counseling is a system of
Cu&'ienliﬁt.\ll\f based measures

aimed at preparing young peo-
ple to choose a profession. taking
imto account personality characrer-
istics and the socio-economic situ-
ation in the labor market, to assist
young pecple in professional seli-
determinaticn and employment,

Every year, tens of thousands of
young people graduate from high
schools with honors. At the same
time, a relatively small number of
high school students become highly
qualified specialists and  achieve
success in career growth, Thus, the
right choice of the future profession
very often means much more
grades and a significant amount of
knowledge,

The adequacy of the choice and the
level of development of the profes-
sdon affect all aspects and the overall
guality of life. Career counseling at
the stage of choosing a profession
and organizing vocational education
will allow students in the future to
become successful, and motivated
lor swcressful  self-realization in
their chosen field of activity.

Carser counseling is a process that
helps individuals identify and ex-
plore career options, make informed
decisions about their future, and
dievelop strategies to achieve their
goals It can be helpful at any stage
of life, but it is especially beneficial
fosr young people who are just star-
ing out in their careers.

Career counseling can be of won-
dering help for grooming a persomn,
as they may be overwhelmed by the
numermss options available to them
After graduating from college, grad-
wates may feel a sense of empriness
and are often wnsure about where 1o
start their job search. Perhaps they
are unsure about their education
and whether they want to pursue
further studies. Career counseling
can be very useful for these gradu
Ates, as it can prepare them for im-
mediate satisfaction and a long,
prosperous professional life

A career coach can help an indi-
vidual in exploring their interests,
values, and skills. This can be done
through a varety of assessments

Career Counseling Isn’t
A Bad Idea After All

and exercises that help the indi-
vidual to identify these areas. Once
these areas are kdentified, the career
ooach can help the individual to de-
velop a plan to pursue their goals.
This may include setting up infor-
mational interviews, researching
different careers, and exploring job
opportunities. The career coach can
also provide guidance and suppon
throughout the process to ensure
that the individual is on track and
making progress.

Career counseling helps individu-
als understand the relationship be-
tween thelr education and career
goals. It can assist individuals in
making informed decisions about
their future by exploring different
career options and the educational
requirements  needed 1o pursue
those options. Career counseling
can also help individuals identify
thelr strengths and  weaknesses,
and understand how these factors
can impact their career choices. By
providing guidance and support, ca-
reer counseling can help individuats
achieve their educational and career
fonals

Carver coaching helps individuals
in making imformed decisions about
their future by providing them with
Information about various carees
options, the pros and cons of each
option, and the steps required to
pursue each option. It also helps in-
dividuals to understand their own
strengths and weaknesses and how
these fit into different career paths.
Ultimately, career coaching can as-
sist individuals in making informed
decisions about their future by pro-
viding them with the information
and tools necessary to make an in-
formed decision.

An experienced coach can help in-
dividuals in a number of ways. It can
assist with identifying and explor-
ing career options, developing job
search strategies, writing resumes
and cover letters, preparing for in-
terviews, and understanding and
managing job stress, [t can also help
individuals assess their strengths
and weaknesses, set reakistic career
goals, and create action plans for
achieving those goals. Ultimately,
career counseling can help individu-
als make informed decisions about

their careers, leading 1o greater sat
isfaction and success,

A career guidance counsellor can
help an individual learn about dif-
ferent job options that are available,
and help them understand the job
market. The counsellor can also pro-
vide information on job search strat-
©gies, resume writing, and inter-
viewing. Additionally, the counsellor
can help the individual identify their
strengths  and  weaknesses,  and
match them with potential careers.

A career advisor can help an indi-
vidual manage their caneer trans|
tions by providing support and guid
ance throughout the process, They
can help with exploring new carcer
options,  identifying  transferable
skills, and creating a plan to make
the transition. They can also provide
resources and advice on networking.
interviewing: and job search strate-
gies. A career advisor can be a valu-
able asset during a time of transition
and can help an individual manage
their career successfully.

oo

A career guidance
counsellor can help
you choose a satisfying
and successful career
jpath. They can help
YOU 55855 your
interests, skills, and
values, and match
them to careers that
fit you, They can also
help you explore
different careers, leamn
about job outiooks
and requirements, and
find the education and
training you need

Career counseling can play a piv-
atal role in helping individuals over-
come obstackes to career success. By
providing guidance and support, ca-
reer counsellors can help individu-
als identify and overcome barriers
that may be preventing them from
achieving their career goals. Com-
mon obstacles that career counsel-
logs can help with include a lack of
direction, self-doubt, imposter syn
drome, and & lack of conflidence. By
working with a career counselbor,
individuals can develop a plan to
overcome these obstacles and move
forward in their careers,

A career counsellor can also pro-
vide support and encouragement
when individuals are facing difficulr
challenges in their careers. By help-
ing individuals to see challenges as
opportunities for growth, carcer
counseflors can help them to devel-
op the resilience peeded.

A career guidance counsellor can
help you choose a satisfying and
successful career path. They can

help you assess your interests, skilks,
and values, and match them to ca
reers that fit you. They can also help
you explore different careers, learn
about job outiooks and require-
ments, and find the education and
training you need,

Career Counseling can help you
identify the barriers that may be
impeding your success in life. Ca-
reer counsellors can help vou iden-
1ify these barriers, as well 25 ways 1o
overcome them. Students and pro-
fessionals alike often fall into a pat-
tern of thinking that hinders their
success, and this is a vital compo.
nent of Carver Counseling. This pro-
cess can be difficult to break, but the
results can be worth it. And career
counsellors can help you identify
your hidden strengths and talents,

A career development is a lifelong
process that, whether you know it or
not, actusally started when you were
bodn| There are 3 number of factors
that influence your career develop-
ment, including your interests, abili-
ties, values, personality, background,
and ciroumstances, Career Counseling
152 process that will help you bo know
and understand yoursell and the
waorld of work in order to make career,
educational, and life decisions,

Career development is more than
Just deciding on ¢ major and what job
you want to get when you graduate.
It really is a lifelong process, mean-
ing that throughout your life you will
change, situations will change, and
you will continually have o make
career and life decisions. The goal of
Career Counseling is to not only help
you make the decisions you need o
malke now, but to give you The know
edge and skilks you need to make fu-
ture career and life decisions,

Since career development is a life-
long process, career counseling can
be appropriate for anyone. including
freshmen, sophomares, juniors, se-
niors, and even alumni, The earier
you get started making intentional
decisions about your future, however,
the better prepaned you will bel We
recommend that all freshmen come
in and visit with a Career Counselor,

Is Forgiveness Against Our Human Nature?

Robert Enright

ANEWEr Our question, we
meed to ask a further ques-
Eion: What is the essenoe of

our humanity?

For the sake of simplicity, we
consider rwo distinctly  differ-
ent views of humamnity, both of
which involve ideas from biology
and philosophy.

FARST VIEW

The first view imolves doimi-
mance and power. Charles Dar-
win, for example, argued that we
are blodogically programmed for
the quest of the survival of the
fittest. As individuals stand high-
er in the dominance hierarchy
than others, then they are more
likely 10 pass their own DNA 1o
the next generations. In philoso-
phy, Nietzsche {1887} continues
this theme with his argument
that humanity has a quest for
pawer, stmilar to the bisdogical
idea of dominance over others.

From the ideas of this first po-
sition, in an early doctoral disser-
tation on the psychology of for-
piveness, Droll (1984) made the
intriguing claim that humans’
essential nature is more aggres-
sive than forgiving allows, Those
who forgive are thwarting their
basic nature, much to ther detri-
ment. From this position, sdence
would expect that forgivers are
compromising their well-being
as they offer mercy to others,
who might then take advantage
of them.

SECOND \NEW

The second view involves the
theme of cooperation, mutual re-
spect, and even love as the basis
of who we are as humans. With
in biology, almost a half-century
ago, E.0. Wilson [ 1975) described
what he called sociohiology, or
the concept that to survive well,
we have 1o |ve in cooperative
communities with one another,

In other words, dominating oth-
ers could alienate those others,
with the result of hostility within
Families and communities. Such
hostility could hurt both the
systems in which the hostility
occurs as well as the individuals
wha practice the hostility and
those individuals who are the
recipients of the hostility. In phi
losophy, as just one example, we
find Kant's (1785) theme that all
prople are ends in and of them-
selves and should be treated as
such, In other words, we strive
in a moral sense not 1o dominate
others.

For this second view within
psychology. we see the theme of
love, it the sense of serving oth-
ers, in the work of Lewis, Amini,
and Lannon (2001), They pres-
ent the schentific argument that
1o Mlourish as human beings. we
need both to receive love from
and offer love to others. Because
love I so important o every
one of us, we often experience
anguish when others withhold
their love from us. The more that
love is taken away, the mare suf-
fering someone may experience.
The rad to healing may take
longer the longer and more in-

tensely that love is withdrawn.
Without love, our connections
with a wide range of individuals
in our lives can fall apart. From
ED. Wilson's perspective, this
can damage harmony within
oommumnities, which is the point
of our survival as a species.

15 FORGIVENESS AGAINST OUR
MATURE?

From this second viewpoint
of who we are as humans, for-
giveness plays a key role in the
blological and psychological in-
tegrity of both individuals and
communities because one of the

outcomes of forgiveness, shown
through scientific studies [En-
right & Fitzgibbons, 2015), is the
diminishing of hestility and the
restoration of harmomny. Forgive-
ness can break the cycle of an-
ger and even revenge. At least to
the extent that the people from
whom you are estranged accept
your love and forgveness and
are prepared to make the re-
quired adjustments, forgiveness
can heal relationships and recon-
nect peophe,

WHICH OF THESE TWO APPROACHES
SEEMS MORE CORRECT?

Given that domimance and a
lack of respect and a lack of for-
BiVENEss Can COMPromise a per-
son's psychological and relation-
al well-being, the first approach
does not seem viable is a way (o
five. Given that forgiveness has
been shown in numerous stud-
e o enhance well-belng. it fol
lows that the second approach
seems more valid, both from the
reasoning of philosophy and the
supported hypotheses from so-
clal science. Even common sense
strongly suggests that the will to
power over others does not make
for harmonious interactions. For
example, bow well has slavery
waorked as a mode of social har-
mony?

Forgiveness is not against our
nature, Instead, forgiveness is
part of that nature when we see
that we need to live in commu-
nity and love those who are close
o us in that community.

As an important caveat, when
wie take a Classical Realist philo-
sophical perspective, that of Ar-
istothe, we see the distinction be-
rween potentiality and actualiry.
W are not necessarily born with
the capacity to forgive, but in-
stead with the potential to learn
about it and to grow in our abili-
ty to forgive, The actuality of for-
giving, its actual appropriation in
conflict situations, develops with

practice.

Do vou see how forgiveness
safeguards both your humanity
and that of others? This is the
case because one way to reclaim
the love that has been taken
from you by the unfair deeds of
others is by forgiveness. This will
enable you to feel love again and
be more receptive to love from
others in the future. When you
demonstrate greater love to oth-
T, you give them the opportu-
nity to learn about forgiveness,
pul it into practice, and find a
way tr end the destructive ef-
fects of resentment in their own
relationships and communities,

L]

When we see the essence
of humanity through the lens
of sociobiology, Kantian phi-
losophy, and social science, the
conclusion is this: Not only is
forgiveness consonant  with
our nature but also it may be
one of the elements that helps
humanity to survive, especially
in an age in which the prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons,
when used to dominate others,
could exterminate communi-
ries of persans and even hu-
manity itsalf,

I forgiveness is part of our hu-
man nature but must be cultivat-
ed through thought and practice,
then why do almost all societies
on planet Earth spend so limle
time thinking about and delib-
erately practicing forgiveness
within their own families and
communities? What has  pre-
wented this? IFE.D. Wilson is cor-
rect, that we are better ol when
living in cooperative communi-
ties, then we need (o find a way
of making forgiveness a natural
part of our lives and our comnu-
mities for the good of humanity.
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Prez Appoints

Besides Chief Justice . Kotiswar Singh, the
Judges in place include Justice Tashi Rabstan,
Justice Atul Sreedharan, justice Sanjeey Kumar
Shukla, justioe Sindtw Sharma. Justice Rajnesh
Oswal, Justice Vinod Chatterfi Koud, Justice
Sangy Dhar, Justice Puncet Gupea, Justice Javed
lgbal Wank. Justiee Mahd Akramn Chowdhary,
Jastice Rahol Bharts, Justice Maoksha Khajuria
Kazmi, Justice Wasim Sadig Nargal and Justice
Rajesh Sekhi.

Jan 22 Not Just

Ram_ defines - the spirit of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumnblam'{the world is a family), Modi said.

‘Witly his speech being heard acrass the coun-
Iy, he songht to strike an emotional chord with
the masses saying "our Ram” has arrived after
wall, patience and sacrifices of centuries,

“Our Ram Lalla will no longer live in a rent,
Dhur Rarm Lalka will sty in 2 magnificent temple.”
Modi said in his 36-mimte speech.

The temple was buile after “countless sacrific-
es” and is A testament to A risig India “breaking
the shackies of slave mentality”, Modi said.

He urged everyome (o do their bit in building
a strong, capable, grand and divine ndia. say-
ing they should nat miss out at a time when the
country {s passing theough a pesitive and con
stfuctive petiod

There is mot an iota of space for any despon
dency, be said

India will be guided by traditions, heritage and
modernity toreach its goals, be said.

With the remple being built and divine pow-
ers “witnessing” the oceasion, he asked people
to take a pledge in the current time of immense
“positive energy” to build 2 strang and capahle
India of the next 1000 years after the temple has
been budh,

“Ayodhya is asking os all. e devedee af
Rarm, ewery Indian as to the next course of action
as the grand temple of Shri Ran has been built,
‘Whast next? W have 1o from today, from this sa-
cred moment Ly the foundarion of India of the
et 1,000 years. Gaing biyond the teimple's con-
struction, we all Indians take a pledge 1o build a
stromg, capable, grand and divine India,” be said,

The Ram tempde, the prime minister sad, will
be a witness to Indias nse and dawn of a devel
oped and magnificent Indla. January 22, 2024, is
nat mierely a date bt marks the advent of a new
era, he added,

Her said he would seck forgiveness from Lord
Raim s the deity had to endiire 2 walt of centu-
ries and his exrstence was questioned even af-
Ter the original copy of the independent Indias
Constitution carried his illustration.

“There must be some shortcomings in us” he
said before thanking the Supreme Court for do-
Ing justice and paving the way for the temples
constrsction at the once -disputed site by law,

The 16th Century Babri mosque had stood at
the site, whose ownership was a matter of con
testing claims in courts before a frenzed mob
of Rarsevaks' tore it down in 1992 A fve-judge
constitution bench of the Supreme Court in
November 2019 ruled unanimously in favour of
the Hindu groop, ending the protracted dispute
around the site which devotees believe to be the
birthplace of Lord Ram.

Modi said, “We have got the Shri Kam temple
todiry, That is low 3 naion writes & new history
after breaking the thackles of davery and draw-
ing resolve from its every suffering”

The temple, budlt in the traditional Nagara style
wof architecture, spans 380 feet in length (east-
west), 250 feet in width and 161 feet in height. 1t is
supported ry 392 pillars and has 44 doors

*Ram is India's Eaith. Ram is the basds ol
India, Ram lays down the rules in India, Ram is
India’s consciousness, Bam is Indias pride, Ram
Is India’s ghory, Ram is Indi’s influence. Ram s
overarching,

“Thesefore, when Ram is consecrated it has
an effect nat just for years and centurles but for
thiotsands of years” Modi said,

The prime minister (old e gathering he could
still feed the divine vibrations he experienced
during the cansecration cerememy inside the
sanctum sanctorum, “The construction of Ram
Marudi has filled people with a new energy.”

People will remember this date, this moment
even after thousands of years, he said. It is Ram's
supreme blessing that we are witnessing it

Wishe matry countries have af tmes plunged
into more difficaltics in an stermpt (o untangle
old historical knots, Indian society has shown its
maturity by resolving the dispure with such ma
turity and amity, be said

Modi said the re world was connected
with this ‘pran pratishtha’ ceremony as celebra-
tions similar o those wimessed in Ayodhya were
seeq in ather countries as well

He said he was experiencing the changing
times with a pure mind.

*It is a happy coincidence rhat our generation
has been chosen to be the architect of an era
tramseending time, Even after 1,000 years. the
generation will remember our works of nation-
building,” Modi said.

“That is why | say this is the time, this is the
right time. From this auspicious moment, we

have to lay the foundation of an India of the next
1000 years,” he said,

Modi also offered prayers at Kuber Tila and
showered lNower petals on the constnsction
workers of the Ram Temple,

Most appesition beaders invited 1o the event
skipped the cerernony, accusing his government
ol malking it 2 palitical exercise with an eye on
the coming Lok Sabha polls,

He also apalogised to Ram saying, "Thers must
be something lacking in our effort, sacrifice. and
penance that we could not do this work for g
many centuries. Today the work bas been com-
rlc‘wd_ | betieve that Lord Shri Ram will definite.
y forgive us today,”

and sacrifices,

“But why did he (Ram) leave? He lefi because
there were disputes (kakahj in fyodiya, Ram Raya
is coming and we have o shun all disputes and
stop fighting among ourselves over petty issues,
Weewill have to shun =go and stay united.” he said,

Knowing that there s Ram everywihiere, we have
1o conedinate among ourselves. To stay tegether is
the frst true practice of religion,” be added.

Compassion is the second step, Mr Bhagwat
said, asking people to keep the minimam of what
they earn for themselves and give the remaintig
back 10.¢harity.

“This is the meaning of compasshon, You
should keep your desires under check, While
government schemes are providing refied to the
poor, we alss must bind society 8 everyone is
our brother, Wherever you see sorrow and pain,
serve there.” he said

He further asked peaple not to be greedy and
Iz a discigdined life.

"Wk have 1o wark together to make our coun-
try @ world leaden,” he sail

Ram Temple - India's

Champat Rai, general secretary of the S Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra, Said the femple's
comstrusction is the result of “collective wisdom™
of “saartie of K best brains in the country”.

Mo iron or siecd has been used in the constic-
ton of the grand structure, Stones have been
sourced from Rajasthan’s Bansi Faharpur area,

Mr Rai said, “The entire temple superstructurs
will eventually be three storeys - G 2° Visitors
will cimb 32 steps from the eastern side 1o reach
thie main temple.

The temple comples, built in the traditional
Nagara stybe, will be 380 feet long from the east
o the west, 250 feet wide and 161 feet high,

Each Moar of the temple will be 20 feet high
and hawe a total 382 pillars and 44 gates.

During the exravaticn work, it was found that
the ground was unsuitabie for laying the founda-
tion stond, a challenge (hat Sngimeers ovencame
by creating an “artificial foundation” ower which
the superstructure sits,

Imiages of Lord Hanuman, other deities, pea
cocks and Mower patterns have been carved onto
the stanes, lending the structure a divine fook,

The temple complex has been decked with
Miawwers Tor the consecration cesemiony.

More than 3,000 kilogrammes of flowers of
owver 20 varietics have been used to decorate the
grand structure, Sanjay Divewalilar, head of the
floral decoration ream. told Press Trust of india
o Sunday,

Around the grand temple is 2 rectangular pe-
riphery called percota, 2 feature Found in termples
In south India, but not generally in north India,
Mr R had earlier said.

The percota will be 14 feer wide and the pe.
riphery Span 732 metres.

The temple will be nestled within the perceta
periphery,

Ormate sfatves of elephants. lons, Lord
Hanuman and Garuda were instabled at the
main entrance leading to the temple earlier this
manth, These statues have also been made using
sandstone brought from the Bansi Faharpur.

A ancient Shiva terple that exists on the
Kuber Tila has alss boen revitalised,” Mr Rai said,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected o
visit Kuber Tila an Monday,

Mr Rai had shared the layout of the temple
commplex with the media in late December,

A muajor part of the temple compound will be a
green area with hundreds of trees.

The complex iself will b “srmanirbhar (s=If
refiant}”, Mr Rai had said, undedining features
such as its own Sewage and water treatment
plants, a lire brigade post and a dedicated power
lime,

About 70 per cent of the 70-acre comples will
bea green area.

“The green area includes portions which are
very dense and, in same segments, even sunlight
laridly fibters through,” Mr Rai had said

About 600 existing trees are preserved in the
green belt,

The complex will luve two sewage treatment
plants, 3 warer treatment plant and a dedicated
elctricity ling from the power house, The fire
brigace post will be able 1o source water from an
underground reservoir,

The Supreme Court delivered a historic verdict
in 2019, sertlimg the temple-mosque dispute that

dated back over 4 century:
Kashmiri Muslims

2 kg of pure saffron from Kashmiri Muslims for
the Pran Pratishtha ceremony at the Ram Temple
In Ayodhya s a symbel of unity rranscending
religions boundaries, This gesture reflects the
shared reverence for Lovd Ram among diverse
comminities, emphasizing the common cultural
fieritage that binds vs.”

“As the grand ceremany unfolds on January
23,2074, and the temple opensits doors for pub-
lie ‘darshan’ from January 23, the contribotions
from devatees, including this thougheful gife of
saffron, enhance the sacred atmosphere sur
riunding the event”, he said

Bhan informed, “The mecting  between
Kashmiri Muslims and Vishwa Hindw Parishad
(VHF) president Alok Kumar underscores the
sentiment that, despite different religious paths,
our sncestral connections and shared cultural
roats foster mutual respect. Their acknowledg-
ment of Lord Ram as 3 revered ancestor signifies
the inclusive narure of the Ramayana's teachings
emphasizing umversal vabues of duty, rights, and
social respansibilities,”

“The narrative of Ramia's incarnation as an
embodiment of God in haman form, as per the
Ramayana, resonates with the collective con-
sciousness. The ancien! legends of Rama, en-
riched with culturad exprossions, not anly shaps
the care of Vidshnavism but also find echoes in
Jainvisim, Buddism, and Skhism, demonstrating
the enduring impact of these tales across diverse
spiritual traditions”, he said.

*Shri Ram's stay |5 marked by enchanting
anecdotes that continue to resonate with the
Kachmiri cubtural heritage. Legend has it thar
during his exile, Shri Rarm sought solace in the
serene meadows of Kashrmir, feaving an indelible
mark on the Land,

This harmonious comvergence of faths in the
gift of saffron exemplifies the profound coltural
tharmony that weaves together the rich heritage
of India, cedebrating the essence of unity in diver
sily. As the grand ceremonny off Pran Pracishitha un-
Hoids in Ayoditya, the gilt of saffron from Kashimic
serves as 4 symbol of this profound connection,
ridging the historical anecdotes of Shri Bam with
the present-day expressions of unity and respect
mong dhverse communities”, b sail

Kashmir

affice, however, has forecast the possitility of
Fight snewfall ar some places in the valley from
Jamaary 25 to January 31

Kaslunir is currently undes the grip of *Chilla-
I-Kalan". & 40-day harsh winter period, when a
cold wawve sweeps the region and temperatures
chi.r considerably leading to the freezing of wa-
e bodies as well as water in pipes.

The chances of snowfall e the highest dur-
ing this period and most areas, particularly the
highes reaches, receaive heavy snowfll.

significant avenue for prople to seel financial
support from a global community.

Nowadays, people find it easy toshase person-
al narratives, photos, and updates on platforms
fike Facebook. Twitter, and Instagram and it
hiefps humanize the fundratsing process, creating
A direct connection between thase in need and
patential donors,

In Kashmir, e Jocally crowdfunding sites fike
KashmirZakat, crowdKash, SROKashmir ete have
also helped become porential platforms 1o help
the people in distress fimes.

In 2015, Jan Mofammad, & 47-year-old res-
dent af North Kashrmir's Bandipera district, faced
alife-altering diagnosis af kidney Gudlure, The ur.
gency of the situation demanded an bmmediare
Iddriey transplantation (o save his life, However,
the financial hordie of arranging 3 lakh rupees
and finding a kidney donor presented an oeer-
wheiming challenge,

“Before that, we had exhausted all air resauic-
o5, and | was also sulfering from other ailments.
S0 it was difficudt to arrange maoney and donors
quickly,” Jan Mohammad tokd Kashmir Ofser ver

A fagher of theee, Jan Mohammad had been
supporting his T by driving & load carrier,
bt hés iliness made it increasingly difficult 1o
meet their needs,

Struggding in a dire siruation, a neighbor's sug
gestion of seeking donations Tram the conmm-
nity opened a tew avenoe for the [mily.

“At First, we were reloctant, considering cer-
fain isswes, but wirh time running out, we had no
chiice,” he said, The Family embarked on a jour-
ney. mounting a loudspeaker on a vehicle, and
traversed differcat parts of the valley, appealing
to peaple for contribut jons

N about a woeek of twa, they managed (o col
lect over 90 thousand rupees, but the swm was
imsufficient. With the need still pressing, they
turned 1o social media

“We made a video and appealed to people
eheugh social media platforms, and within ne
ime, we got our amaount and successfully went
throngh the kidney transplancation” he said.,
while sitting outside his house on a wheekchair,

lan Mohammad's wile, displaying immense

courage ind love, stepped forward, offering one
of her kidneys. The surgery was a success. and
bath of them are doig weil

His story is ned an iselated incident; the valley
is brimming with examples where individuals
have generoasly donated with open hearts,

Dr. Raja Muzaflar Bhat. noted Right to
Nifcs it [RTT) activist, says that Social media
is helping a lot of people in distress as it has 3
hage reach in Kashmir, He said thas the online
banking and castibess (ransaction has alse helped
inthis process as people can easily transfer moa-
ey through their cell phones which was possible
4-5 years back .

“Only a few days hack my 50 seconds recl
alsout an ald poverty stricken man who was un-
abie to pay his electricity Wil generated 4 Lkh
views and his 2 years clectricity bill was paid by
& Srinagar based businessman,” Bhat sid, add
ing. “He has now decided to pay his electricity
il after completion of 2 years as well,”

In May Last yrar, 2 25-year-old girl Sadaf Ayoab,
resident of Lassipora, Pulwama  was suffering
from biood cancer ar Sher-|-Kashmir Instinie
of Medical Schences (SKIMS). After sensing that
e hospital was not capable of providing further
treatment to their davghter, the Gamily moved
the young girl to Fortis Hospital Gurugram,
Haryana for better treatment. Homeever, the cost
ol treatinent wias said 10 be "too expensve”

The Farmily scdd 4 kanals of their agricultural
Land to meet the cost af treatment, However, it
wasy't enough and the family decided to go for
crowdfunding through social media plarforms.

A picture of sadaf was posted on social media
platforms, detailing the plight of the girl suffes.
g from blood cancer and wens viral within no
time,

‘Within 24 hours, the Bamily managed & whop-
ARG ane CTORe Mupees,

“People fromat parts of Kashmir donated with
Eenerosity, The response was overwheliming”
said Mohammad Ayoub Bhat, father of Sadal.

However, even the massive crowdfunding
couldn't save the life of a girl, wha fost her bartle
alter & few weeks.

Over the years, the people of Kashmin have
witnessed many ups-and downs and faced a
number of challenges. However, the “resilience”
that peaple have shown is what keeps them 1o
gether. “Be it 2014 floods, uncertainty in differ
et years, COVID-19 wave, o peogple in distress
needing financial support, people of kashmir
have overcame ewery diflicult phase of like,” said
Akthar Hussain, a retired headmaster who lives
in Seinagar.

However, Dr, Subeed Rasool Mir, Senior
Researcher at Kashmir University’s Sociology
Department argues thar the families are stigma
tized in the “offline world” (oo and they are fa
beled and feel otherization ance their videos get
viral on social media,

“Being a traditional soclety, these social media
appeats have significant reperciessions, impact
ing various aspects such as the marriage process
and verification, Famifies often encownter mi-
meros difficulties” Mir said, adding, “Not just
this the self stigmatization of the Bmilies also
hamgpers their social progress™

conditions for inter-cadre deputations. which
requine officials to have campleted their proba
tion satisfactonily and ensure reciprocal basis
agdinst identical posts.

Any intes-cadre deputation without reciprocal
basis would oty be considered on compelling
medical of humanisarian grounds, it mentioned,

Thoese instructions must be strictly adbered to
and any violation by erpoyecs will imte strin-
gent disciplinary action as per rules, according to
the circular,

KO Online

&K Grameen Bank and father-in-low of Syed
Shabir Ahmad, Headmaster, Govt. High School
Bundgar, Budgam,

The Namaz ¢ Janaza of the deceased will be
Reld ar 10:30 AM at his ancestral residence al
Chattabaigh Budgam,

Kashimir Dbserver stafl has expeessed solidas-
ity with the bereaved family in this hour of griel

6 Injured In Wild Boar

them,” official a1 the hospital said,

He said the condition of all the injured persans
i stable. Meanwhile, the wildlife department
and Kulgamn police later rushed o the spot, After
strenuos efforts, the wild boar has been tran
ruilised and shifred to safer place

3 Drug Peddlers

the driver disclosed his identity as Kameez
‘Wali Rather son of Wali Mehammed Rather of
Kralgund Handwara

*During his further discloswre, it came to fore
that he had given the comsignment (o Shahnawaz
Ahmed Shah of Dangerpara Sopore, Shal was ar.
rested ina swilt action by the police with 744
Spasmoproxivan plus capsules” e said,

He added that upon questianing. he disclosed
that he has given some quantity to Shabir Ahmed
san of Aldui Rashid Mir of Kralgund Handwara,

whio was apprehended from Dangerpora village
along wirh 742 Spasmaproxiven plus capsues,

He further said that acase in this regard uisder
FIR number 042024 under section 8/21/22/29
NOPS Act was registered in Police Station
Amargrah and further investigations are going
ol

"We arie intemstlying elfors 1o comibal dug-
related crimes with a comprehensive approach,
involving strict law enfoecement measores and
COMMmunity engagement™, he said.

Meanwhile, two drug peddiers were amested
along with Spasmoproxivon plus tablets and
Codeine Phosphate by PP Fruit Mandi, a palice
spokesperson said,

He gaid that an a specific inpat. 2 police party
beaded by 10C PP Fruit Mandi, Sub Inspector Bilal
Rashid intercepted a Maruti Swilt car bearing
registration nurmber JKOTAU-3674 in which two
persans were on board

During checking, the party mandged 10 recov-
or 112 capsubes of Spasmo Procyvan plus and 11
Bottles of Codeine Phosphate from the car, Bath
the accused were arrested on the spot, he said

The duo were identified as Umer Rashid Shalla
sar of Alsdul Rashid Shalla and Adnan Manzoor
Antoo son of Manzoor Ahmad Amtoo—both the
tesidents of Sidiq Colony Sopore.

Meanwhile, a case under FIR nurmber 182024
under section 821, 22, 29 al NOPS Act stands
registered in Police Station Sopore and further
inwestigations are on—{KNO}

Man Charred To

the mater, The deceased has been identified
as Adil Ramzan Dar son of Mohammad Ramzan
Dar

Leopard Captured
|msidle 3 building in the area
Army Veteran

referred 1o GMC Rajourd, where he succumbed
later o, the official said.

“The daceased was a retired army soldier™, the
official said adding the Police has taken cogni-
zance of the matter for investigations,

Govt Orders

of Police (Headguarters), Srinagar, i trans.
ferred and posted as Dy. Commandant JKAP-9th
Batralbon, against an availablis vacancy,

Maresh Singh, Additional Superintendent of
Patsce, Shopian, is transferred and posted as Joint
Director | Headquarters) SSF Seinagar, wice Brijesh
Kummar Sharma.

Rajinder Singh, Additional Superintendent of
Palice, Kishtwar, is transferred and posted as Dy,
Commandant [R-215t Battalion, against an avail
bl e varancy,

Mol Armwar-ul-Hag, Additional
Superintendent of Palice, Udhampur, is trans-
ferred and posted as Additional Superintendent
of Police, PCR, fammu,

Vivek Shelkhar Sharma,  Additional
Superintendent of Petice, Rajouri, is trancferred
and posted as Dy Commandant [R-15th Battalion,
Against an aaliable vacancy.

Feroz Ahmad, awaiting posting, is transkerred
and posted as Additional Superintendent of
Palice, Pulwama, vice Tamweer Ahinad Dar

Tanweer Ahmad Bar, Additional Superintendent
of Police, Pulwama, is transfemed and posted as
Additivnal Superintendent of Pedice, Kulgam, vice
Shalir Alunad,

Zoheb Tamweer, Superintendent of Police,
Nogth Seinagar, s transferred and posted s D
Commandant [R-8th Bartalion, against an avail
able vacancy.

Amit Vermid, Superintendent of Police, West
Srimagar, 15 transferred and posted as Dy,
Comnimandant, IR-17th Battalion, against an avail
able vacancy,

Mashkoor Ahmed Zargar, Superintendent of
Paolice, Hagrathal Srinagar, & framsferred and
posted as Dy, Commandant 1R-8th Batralion.
against an available vacancy.

Brijesh  Kumar  Sharma  Joint  Directar
(Headquarters) S5F Srinagar, is transferred and
posted as SP{Rurall, Jamimi, vice Rahul Chearak,
who shall report ta the Police Headquarters till
Turther orders,

Bnlbir Chand Handa, Superintendent of Police,
North Jamm, b transferred and posted as Dy,
Commandant IR-18th Bartalion. against an avall
alile vacancy,

Farlal jecland, Additional Supenntendent of
Palice, Kupwara, is transfermed and posted as Dy,
Commandant |KAP-14th Battalion, against an
available vacancy.

Shabir Ahmad, Additional Superintendent of
Palice, Kulgam, is translerred and posted as Dy,
Commandant, Border Battalion Srinagar, against
an available vacancy.

Vishal Manhas, awalting adpstment, & posted
as Staftf Officer 1o 1GP Jamma Zone, against an
availabie vacancy,

Hilal Khaliq Bhat, awaiting adjustment, s
posted as Superintendent of Palice, Hazrathal-
Srinagar, vice Mashkoor Ahmed Zargar,

lmtiaz Ahmed, awalting adjustment, is posted
a5 Dy, Commandant [R-10th B, against an avail
able vacancy.
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6 Injured In Wild Boar
Attack In Kulgam Marl(et

WO NEWS SERVICE

KULGAM: At beast six people
were injured after being at-
tacked by a wild boar (wild
pig) in the main town of South
Kashmir's Kulgam district on
Monday.

An - official told the news
agency that a wild boar ap-
peared in the market and in-
Jured six persons.

He said all the injured wers
rushied to district hospital Kul-
pam for treatment.

“The hospital has received
six injured people who were
attacked by a wild boar. They
are being treated and vaccines
have been administered to
them.” official at the hospital

d the condition of all
the injured persons is stable,
Meanwhile, the wildlife de-
partmient and Kolgam police
later rushed to the spob. Al
ter strenuous efforts, the wild
boar has been tranguilised and
shifted to safer place—{KNO}

DC Urges Faster Progress on
Srinagar-Baramulla Highway

BARAMULLA: The District
Development  Commissioner
(DOC) Baramulla, Minga Sher-
pa, roday conducted a thorough
assessment of the ongoing con-
struction and road widening
activities along the Srinagar-
Baramulla MNational  Highway
NH1, specilically from Marbal
to Uri, during his on-site visit.
During the visit, the DDC and
a team of officers conducted a
comprehensive on-site inspec-
tion of key construction sites,
inchuding Khan QQ pora By-
pass, Delina Fiyover, Sangrama
Flyaver, Pattan Bypass, Narbal/
Mirgund Package1-B, Hamray
and other significant locations.
The executing officers pro-
vided the DOC with a detailed
Overview encompassing the
current status, progress, pro-
jected timeline, hurdles and
various facets pertaining to the
ONEOINg CONSTruCTion activities.
‘While reviewing the prog-
ress of the project, the DDC di-
rected the concerned executing
agencies to expedite the work

on the project and complete it
within stipulated time frame
thereby benefiting the com-
muters by significantly reduc-
g the travel time.

Minga Sherpa further direcied
thie afficers of the various depart-
ments 1o colliborare and swiltly
address any impediments hin-
dering construction work ensur-
ing a smoath and fimely progres-
sinn of the projec,

He emphasized that the Sri-
nagar-Bararmulla-Uri - Natiomal
Highway bears pmfound sig-
nificance. not solely in terms of
transportation but alss means
for fostering economic devel-
opment and effective connec-
tivity for the entire region.

The DOC was accompanied by
Additional Deputy Comrmission-
ef Baramulka, D, Zahoor Ahmad
Raina; Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sopore, Shabir Ah-
mad Raina; Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue, Superimtending
Engineers PWD, OF Beacon and
other concerned officers from
vanious departmenis.

DC Bandipora Urges Officers To
Enhance Winter Preparedness

KO NEWS SERVICE

BANDIPORA: The Deputy
Commissioner | DC) Bandipora,
Shakeel ul Rehman Rather on
Monday chaired a meeting of
officers to review the winter
preparedness in view of the
weather adwisory predicting
snowiall in coming days aiming
o gear up the administration
and machinery to deal with any
disruptionjeventeality,

The meeting was attended by
ADDC Bandipora Mohd Ashral
Bhat, Executive Engineers of
PHE, MDD, R&B, MED, PMCSY,
and other officers from civil
administration and police.

SOMs of Gurez and Sumbal
alongwith concerned  Tehsil-
diars artended virtually through
video conferencing,

The DC took a detailed review
of overall winter prepared-
ness in the district including
Power scenario, stock of es-
sentials, health care facilities,
availability of ration. fuel. LPG
and other essentials. besides
arrangements put in place for
timely snow clearance across
the distriet 1o ensure smoath
movement of vehicles, ambu-
lances etc in case of snowfall
as predicred by the Metrology
Department,

At rhe putset, the DC stiressed
taking preventive and precau-
tionary measures well im ad-
vangce so that routine function-
ing ar all essential installations,
hesides trade, rANsport, essen-
tial supplies, and other routine
works, are not affected

He stressed the officers on
readying men and machinery
to ensure timely redressal of
weather vagaries and subse-
guent distuptions of supply of
water, electricity, and road clo-
sure due to snowlall

He also stressed upon officers
0 ensure & prompt response
system to ensure hassle-free
supply of essential services to
the people and instructed that
response time should be mini-
mized while facing any emer-
gency like situations

The DC also took first hand
appraisal of the preparitions
made with regard to clearance
of Snow,

The meeting was apprised
that adequate number of Snow
clearance machines have been
kepe ready by the MED, ULBs,
R&d, PMCSY at dilferent loca-
thores in all the subdivisions of
the district while few machines
are kept in standby mode at dis-
trict headgquarter to meet any
exigency during heavy snowlall,

209%b Valley Water

Supply Hit by Dry Spell:
Jal Shakti Dept

SRINACAR: Amidst a  pro-
longed dry spell in Kashmir,
approximately 20 percent of
the valleys potable water sup-
ply is “badly affected”, the Jal
Shakti Department said on
Monday.

Chief Enginser, jal Shakei,
Kashmir, Er Sanjeev Malhotra,
speaking with the news agen-
cy, said the situation may de-
teriorate further if there is no
immediare wet speil.

He said the impact of the
dry spell is more in plain areas
which are witnessing a much
decline in water supply, "lso-
lated springs across the valley
have also dried up, which has
exacerbated the water scarcity
issue,” Malhotra said, adding
that there is no such problem
in higher reaches.

&y W\)
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The Chief Engineer said an
Emergency water supply plan
has been initlated for areas
having water scarcity. But this
is not a permanent sofution,
he clarified, "For water supply,
there is no contingency plan,
as water production depends

on the availability of water in
bodies like rivers and springs”
he explained.

Er Malhotra further said
that there is no problem with
Froundwater resturces,

Meanwhile,  meteorologi
cal officials have predicted
dry weather until january 24
(Wednesday), with generally
cloudy conditions and light
snow anticipated at isolated
higher reaches from January
25-26, From jJanuary 27-31,
there is a possibility of light to
moderate rain/snow in many
places, acconding to MeT.

The valley is currently expe-
riencing 'Chillai-Kalan, the 40-
day harsh winter period, which
will conclude on January 29,

Salat-ul-Istisq - prayers to
seek rainjsnow - have been
offered actoss the valley since
last week—[KNO)

Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery
Project Gets Another Extension

Project has surpassed agreed targets in some cases: World Bank

B

SRINACAR: The World Bank
has extended the deadiine for
completion of Rs 1500 crore
Jhelum-Tawi Flood Recowvery
Project (JTFRP} in J&K Union
Territory to  December 31,
2024

The latest implementation
status and results report of
the multi-crore project reveals
that its closing date has been
extended by 12 months until
December 31, 2024,

The deadline was extended
alter the project implementing
entity, Economic Reconstruc-
tion Agency, in its letter dated
December 11, 2023, requested
another 12-month extension o
the Department of Economic
Affairs (DEA) Finance Ministry,
DEA, in its letter dated Decem-
ber 12, 2023, has endarsed the
request of the project imple-
menting enity, and requested
the World Bank to grant a fur-
ther one-year extension.

This is the fifth extension 1o
the project by the World Bank.
Approved in 2015, the Project's
original closing date of june
30, 2020 has undergone four

extensions, resulting in a cu-
mulative extension period of
42 months,

After a very slow start dur-
ing the PDP-BIP, the perfor-
mance of the project incre-
mentally improved after Syed
Abid Rasheed Shah took over
as head of the project imple-
menting entity.

According to the World Bank,
the Project has surpassed its
agreed targels in some cases.

“TFRP focuses on recovery
and mitigating risks linked to
fivods in Jammu and Kash-

mir. The Project has largely
achieved this and, in some
cases, has  surpassed  the
agreed targets” reads the lat-
est implementation status and
results report of the project.
The key achievements under
the project include 45 school
Buildings, four higher educa-
tion buildings, one fire station,
4788 km of road stretches, four
bridges, 75 ke of drainage net-
work. 33 storm-water drainage
pumping stations and crtical
medical equipment and sup-
plies to 36 hospitals—{ KNO)

President Murmu Presents Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar to Outstanding Young Achievers

KO NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHL: The President of
India. Droupadi Murmu pre-
sented Pradhan Mantni Rash-
triya Bal Puraskar to the 19
children at a functien held in
Mew Delhi on Monday . One
child each in the categories of
Bravery, Science & Technology,
and Innovation; four children
in the category of Social Ser
wice: five children in the cat-
egory of Sports and seven chil-
dren in the category of Art and
Culture recenved the award,

Speaking on the occashon,
the Presadent said that this
award ceremony is an oppor-
tunity to encourage the amaz-
ing potential and talent of
young achievers. It is alsa an
opportunity to celebrate the
achievements of children. She
appreciated all the children for
their excellent work.

The President said that our
children have versatile talents,
They have immense potential
to create their own identiry
through dedication and hard
work. It is our duty to show
them the right direction so
that they can utilize their tal-
ent and energy property,

The President said that India
has an invaluable resource in
the form of a large number of
youth. This resource can play
an impartant role in the prog-
ress of not onby India but also
the whole world,

"We have to make our youth
capable of using technology,
They have to be encouraged
for innmowation and entrepre-
neurship, Only then will they
be able to make their rightful
place in this rapsdly changing
world.” she said,

The President said that now-
adays children are tech-savvy,
They are using technology for

their education, But technol-
ogy is often misused abso.
“Many crimies like deep fake,

financial fraed, exploitation
of children are being commit-
ted through technology” she
added.

She stated that social media
is a pawerful medium to ex-
press one’s views and spread
dwareness among people on
any issue, but it is also being
misused in spreading remors.
she advised children 1o be alert
and stay away from wrongdo-
ings, asone wrong step can put
their future in danger,

The President noted that the
physical activities are decreas-
ing in young generations. She
said that due to less physical
activities many diseases which
used to be very rare in chil-

dren and youth are increasing
today. She appealed to youth
to learm at feast one sport and
participate in it. She said that
they may not take up sports
a5 a carecr, but sports keep
themn physically and mentaily
healthy. This develops team
Spiritin them,

The President said that chil-
dren and youth are the leaders
of the future of our country.
It is our duty o make them
aware of Indian culture and life
valwes along with providing
them modern education. Re-
ferring to the consecration of
the Idol of Prabhu Shei Ram in
Ayodin, she said that on this
occasion, we should resolve to
adopt ideals of Lord Ram and
the life values described in Ra-
mayana imour Hves,

Drug Module Busted In Sopore, 3
Arrested, Vehicle Seized: Police

KO NEWS SERVICE

SOPORE: Three persons were
arrested along with a huge
consignament of drugs in north
Kashmir's Sopore, police said
on Monday,

Sub Divisional Police Of-
ficer Sopore, Dr Rales Ahmed
Mir said that on 11 January, 4
naka was established at rail-
way crossing, following which
a truck was inferrupred

He said that during checking
5136 capsules of Spasmoprox-
von plus were recovered from
a bag and during investigation
the driver disclosed his iden-
tity as Ramcez Wali Rather son
of Wali Mohammed Rather of
Kralgund Handwara.

“During his further dischosure,
it came to fore that he had given
the consignment to Shahnawaz
Ahmed Shah of Dangerpora
Sopore, Shah was amested in a
swilt action by the police with
T44 Spasmoproxiven plus cap-
sules,” he said.

He added that upon ques-
tioning, he disclosed rhat he has
given some gquantity to Shabir
Ahmed son of Abdul Rashid Mir
of Kralgund Handweara, who
was apprehended from Dan-
gerpora village along with 792
S plus capsules.

Hc further said that a case
in this regard under FIR num-
ber D4/2024 under section
821/22/29 NDPS Act 'was reg-
istered in Police Station Amar-
grah and further investigations
are going on,

“We are intensifying effoms
to combal drug-related erimes

with a

compeehensive  ap-
proach, involving strict law en-
forcement measures and com

munity engagement”, he sid.

Meanwhile, two drug ped-
diers were arrested along with
Spasmoproxivon  plus tablers
and Codeine Phosphate by PP
Fruit Mandi. a police spokes-
person said,

He said that on a specific in-
put, a police party headed by I/C
PP Fruit Mandi, Sub Inspector
Bilal Rashid intercepted a Manu-
i Swift car bearing registration
number [KO1AL-3674 i which
wo persons were on board,

During checking, the party
managed to recover 112 cap-
sules of Spasmo Proxyvon ples
and 11 Batrles of Codeine Phos-
phate from the car. Both the
accused were arrested on the
spot, he said,

The duo were identified as
Umer Rashid Shalla son of Ab-
dul Rashid Shalla and Adnan
Manzoor Antoo son of Manzoor
Ahmad Antoo—bath the resi-
dents of Sidig Colony Sopore,

Mearwhile, a case under FIR
numbeer 182024 under section
821, 22, 29 of NDPS Act stands
registered in Pofice Station So-
pore and further investigations
are on—{KNO}

Man Charred To Death, 2 Houses
Damaged In Fire In Pattan

Agencies

PATTAN: A man was charred
o death, while two residen-
tial houses were damaged in a
massive fire in Khambiyat vil-
lage of Baramulla's Pattan late
last night.

An official tobd news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO} that fire broke out in

one of the residentsal houses
«due to a shoat circuit in electric
Blanket in which a 26-year-old
man was charred to death, He
said that two houses were also
damaged in the devastating
fire, while police have taken
cognisance of the matter.

The deceased has been identi-
fied as Adil Ramnzan Dar san of
Mohammad Ramizan Dar—KNO

Illegal Hooking: KPDCL
Conducts Over 30,000
Inspection In Two Months

_ Agencies

SRINAGAR: In the past [wo
months, Kashmir Power Distri-
bution Corporation Limited (KP-
DCL} has carried out more than
30,000 inspection drives acmoss.
Kashmir division to chack hook-
ing on bare conductor lines and
use of crude appliances,

Speaking to the news agency,
Managing Director for KPDCL
Mussarat 2ia said, “In past two
manths, the distribution com-
pany has taken a proactive ap-
proach and we have done near-
Iy 30,000 to 35,000 inspections
and gisconnections throug hout
the night” Zia said that the
team of KPDCL has saved hun-
dreds and thousands of units of
energy during the number of
inspection drives.,

“Thousands of households
in smart meter areas have
stopped hooking because of
the power theft videos we have
put on social media wherein
we showcase the particular
household stealing the govern-

menl enengy without showing
their faces,” he said,

The managing director said
that the move is not meant o
embarrass them but o create a
positive approach among them.

Zia further said that hooking
is & mass society Bsue. “This is
ok besng done in one particular
aread. Majority of the people who
are on bare conductors are hook-
ing and our team has reported
tthat wherever the hare conduc-
ors are through the nearest dis-
ftance of the household, multiple
hooking is being done there”

He said. “Those people who
are on bare conductors and
smart meters are the worst
‘hooking areas™

"We have observed that
many of our consumers with
amart meters are elther beep
ing their smart meters off or
are putting it under the lowest
possible load during the wee
hours. During the night time,
they put hooks on the bare con-
ductors to evade the consumed
energy,” Zia said. —(KNO)

RTT Pend Sheds Light On Solid
Waste Management Strategies

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: In a bid to promaote
environmental awareness, the
Jammu and Kashmir Right to
Information (RT1) Foundation
hosted its 20th RT1 Pend event,
cemtering on “Solid  Waste
Management at Block Level”
The event, conducted online,
drew considerable attention
and participation.

Er. ifan Banka the host of
RT1 Pend at J&K BTl Foundation,
opened the event by highlighting
government initkatives and the
importance of the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) mode in solid
waste management. The tender-
g process and Expression of in-
ferests (EOIs) from various. Rusral
Development Department olfices
weere emphasized with a sugges-
tion for providing complete sup-
port to the environment friendly
arganizations and civil societies,

D Raja Muzaffar Bhat, Acu-
men and Climate Action Fellow,
a distinguished resource person
and guest speaker, provided valu-
able insights into the implemen-
tation of Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, emphasizing source
segregation, Dr. Ahat advocated
redirecting funds from segrega-
tion sheds to Material Recovery
Facilities for enhanced efficiency.

An imporant  appeal  was
made by Dr Bhat, urging the
people of Jamnu and Kashmir to
Integrate emaronmental protec-
tion messages in Friday sermons,
le.mnxw Quranie teachings,

The success of the Solid Waste
Management  Program  under
SBM Gramin according to [
Bhat, linges on effective infor-
muation, education, and aware-
ness campaigns. He said panch-
25, sarpanches, VIW's, Masjid
Imams, BDOS, ACDYs, General
Public, all need sensitization.
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Tennis Star Erin Mir Ranked

27th In The Country

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Erin Mir, a talented
10=wear-old from Srinagar, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, is leaving an
indelible mark in the world of
tennis. Commencing her pro-
fessional training in 2022, Er-
im's unwavering commitment
and tireless work ethic on the
court have set her apart.

On Movember 23, 2023 Erin
achieved a significant mile-
stone by securing her first-ever
victory in the AITA Under-12

FITNESS, SPORTS
& WELLNESS

Championship series.

Despite starting as a new-
comer in the AITA rankings,
her ascent 1o the 27th rank in
the Under-12 category in the
country within a short span
of rime, is an ample testimo-
ny to her perseverance and
hard work

Erin Mir's remarkable suc-
cess not only reflects her dedi-
cation and progress but also
underscores the sheer determi-
nation of this young player to
excel in the sport.

Khelo India Winter Games: DC
Takes Stock Of Arrangements

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: In preparation of
the 4th edition of Khelo India
Natlonal Winter Games at Gul-
miarg, the Deputy Commission-
er Baramulla Minga Sherpa on
Monday convened 3 meeting of
concerned officers at Golf Club
Crulmarg to Gake stock of vari-
ous arrangements put in place
for holding the games.

During the meeting, the DC
conducted a thorough review of
arrangements related to the suc-
cessful conduct of the National
Winter GCames. He issued direc-
tives to the concerned depart-
ments, urging them to adopt a
cohesive approach o ensure the
event's resounding suocess.

Emphasizing on comprehen-
stve planning, the DC under-

scored the importance of mak-
img all essential arrangements,
such as health provisions, ac-
commodation, sanitation, traf-
Tic regubation, lodging and other
[acilities well in advance with a
focus on seambess execution,
The meeting was attended
by Chief Executive Officer Gul-
marg  Development  Author-
ity, Sub Divisicnal Magistrate
Gulmarg, Syed Altaf, Assistant
Regional  Transporr  Officer,
Muazzam Ali, District Youth
Service and Sports Olficer, offi-
cials from 5D, R&B, [KPDCL and
other concerned departments.
Later, the DC met hoteliers
of Gulmarg and wiged them o
ensure the availability of acoom-
modations for athletes, specta-
tors, and guests visiting the place
during the sporting events.

Abdul Samad Steers J&K
To1st 2024 Ranji Win

Press Trustof indla_

CUTTACK:  Abadul  Samad
helped Jammu & Kashmir
overcome a tricky chase with
an unbeaten 66, steering his
team to a two-wicket win
over Odisha in Ranji Trophy

here on Monday.
It was the first win of the
season for K after shar-

ing points with Delhi and
Himachal in their two home
games marred by bad light in
Elita Group [,

Resurning at 72 for four, &K
necded another 77 mns for

the win and they somechow
managed to cross the line,

IPL regular Samad stood
like a rock as wickets kept

falling at the other end His
knack comprised seven fours
and twe sixes,

Samad remained unbeaten
alongside India pacer Umran
Malik when the winning runs
were scored,

J&K had taken the first in-
nings bead by making 180 in
response to Odisha's 130 on
the opening day,

Brief scores: Odisha 130
and 198 vs Jammu & Kashmir
180 and 149/8 in 23.2 overs
(Abdul Samad 66 not out;
Rajesh Mohanty 5/61). J&K
beat Oxdisha by two wickets.

4 Kashmiris In Indian Physically
Disabled Squad For England Series

Observer News Service

SRINACAR: Four cricketers
from Kashmir Valley were on
sunday named in the Indian
Physically Disabled Men's
Team for the five-match
T20 series against England,
The series will be played in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat between
January 28 and February 6.
Wasim  Igbal {batsman),
Jaffer Amin Bhar (batsman},
Majid Ahmad Magray (off-
spinner} and Aamir Hasan
{fast bowler) were named to
the 16-member squad. Wasim
has also been named the vice

captain of the national team,

The five-match tourney is
being arganized by the Dif-
ferently Abled Cricker Council
of India (DCCT) and supported
by BOCL The final game of
the series will be played at
Marendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabrad,

Virat Kohli Withdraws
From First 2 Tests

1 /s

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India‘s hat-
ting mainstay Virat Kehli has
pulled out of the first two Tests.
against England due to per-
sonal reasons, the BCCI said on

Monaday.

The BCO urged the fins and
media to refrain from specu-
lating about the reason for his
forced break, The five-match
series begins in Hyderabad on
January 25,

“Virat Kohli has requested
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCT) 1o be withdrawn
from the first two Tests of the
upcoming IDFC First Bank Test
series against England, citing
personal reasons” BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah said in a statement.

The BCCI akso said that Kohli
had discussed with skipper Rohit
Sharma and team management
about his decision to pull ot

The BCCH will anneunce the
replacement soomn.

SKY Named Captain Of ICC
Men's T20I Team Of The Year

Press Trust of India

DUBAL:  Flamboyant  maddle-
order batter Suryakumar Yacay
has been named the captain
of the 1CC men's T201 Team of
the Year, which also includes
three more Indians in opener
Yashaswi Jaiswal, spinner Ravi
Bishnoi and beft-arm pacer Ar-
shdeep Simgh.

The nght-handed stroke-
maker from Mumbai had a
solid 2023,

His first inmings of just sev-
en to start the year against Sri
Lanka was a mere speed bumg
in another prolific year, as he
made scores of 51 (36 and 112
not out {51} in the next two
matches.

Consistent scoring in 20s w
408 continued, before an in-
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nings of 83 {44} against the West
Indies in Providence proved
his class, He ended the series
against the West Indies with a
knack of 61 (45) in Florida,

He made hall-centuries
against Australia (30 off 42
balls) and South Africa (56
from 36 balls). before posting 3
100 against the Proteas off just
56 balls in their final T201 of
the year in Johannesburg.

Besides the Indian quartet,
the 11-member team also has
England's Phil 5alt as Jaiswal's
opening partner, West Indies’
Micholas Pooran as wicket-
keeper, Mark Chapman of New
Zealand,  Zimbabwe's  Sikan-
dar Raza, Uganda all-rounder
Alpesh Ramjani, Ireland’s Mark
Adair and Richard Ngarava of
Zimbabwe,
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