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Chasing The Kashmir Dream

Tourists Forge Their
Own Snowy Trails,
Flock to Sinthan Top

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Tourists are making
a beeline to Sinthan Top 45 the
off-beat destination boasts of
being the only place in Kashmir
which is snow-clad these days
while the rest of the valley bat-
thes with dry weather, Sinthan
top is 3 snow-clad mountain
peak situated ar 12,500 feer
connecting Anantnag in south
Kashmir to Kishtwar in Jammu
region via Kokernag.

As Kashmir is going through
one of its worst dry phases,
snow has melted at most plac-
es which wsually remaied

covered under a thick blanket
of snow for this time of the year,
officials sald.

Higher reaches of the valley,
which used to look pristine with
a white carpet of snow, are look-
ing barren as most of the glaciers
have melted wp. Similar is the
case in Ladakh region, they said,

The officials said scores of
tourists have returned home
from Kashmir dejected without
getting a feel of snow. A large
number of tourists, who arrived
here around the New Year's Eve
in the hope of enjoying skiing
and other snow-related activi-
ties in the | Moreon P&

THERE IS NO SNOW ELSEWHERE IN KASHMIR

IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY, but

heart

my
filled with joy when | reached Sinthan Top. The
weather is very gooc{ Kashmir is truly a paradise.”

Amidst the

iin Kashmir, 2 young boy picks ripe nranges inan or:hard lnsrlnagar Inthe days of yore, who waould

warming weather
have imagined that tropical fruits like lemon and aranges would find a home inthe lush Kashmir valley? Yet, unexpectedly, the
changing climate patterns have granted the zestful fruits a new territory to flourish. KO Pix Abid Bhat

FOREST FIRE RISKS

Entry In Forests, Wildlife
Protected Areas Banned

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: In tesponse to re-
cent forest fires brought on
by the prolonged dry speil in
the valley, the Department of
Wildlife Protection has pro-
hibited unauthorized entry

have been incidents of for
est fires and there is strong
apprehension of forest fires
which may be hard to control
and can cause big damages to
the forest and wildlife pro
tected areas in view of the diy

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The government is
working on finalising a pro
posal to double the insur-
ance cover under its flagship
Ayushman  Bharat  health
scheme to Rs 10 lakh to en
sure that serious diseases like
cancer and transplants that
entail more expenditure are

Ayushman Health Insurance
Cover Likely To Be Doubled

supported by it, official sourc
s said on Wed nesday.

An announcement to this
effect is likely to be made in
the interim Union Budget on
February 1, the sources told PTIL

The Umion health minis-
try is also planning to double
the beneficiaries to 100 crore
under the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri | More an PG

wvegetation,.” reads the notice.

It said thar anyone found
within a forest area without
proper permission from the
department concerned shall
be strictly dealt with under
the provisions of ‘Wildlife
Pratection Act,

“Persistent dry weather in
Kashmir has led to frequent
unauthorized camping in for-
st areas, | Mare on P&

into forest and wildlife pro-
tected areas,

The department, i this
direction, has issued a notice
expressing concerns about po-
tential forest fires which may
be challenging to manage and
could result in harm to the for-
est and protected areas.

“Due to the long prevailing
dry spell in the Valley, there

'Admissions For J&K Students In Pakistani Colleges'
ED Attaches Assels In
Terror Funding Case

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday
said it has artached immov-
able assets and bank de
posits worth Rs 3 crore
as part of an investigation
Against some Jammu v
and Kashmir-based
operatives  who
channelled funds
for terrorist ac
Eivithes and stone
pelting.

Seven  imimov-
able assets and

Fatima Shah, Qazi Yasir, |
Mohammad Abduliah Shabh |
and Igbal Mir, the ED said in
astatement.

The money laundering |
o, case stems from Jammu |
and Kashmir Police FIR
and 4 charge sheet it filed |
% against Akbar Bhat,
w\ Fatima Shah, Akaf |
ol Ahmad Bhat, Qazi
' Yasir, syni Khalid
Geelani alias
¥ Khatld Andrabi
‘/ and others on
charges of being
“hand-in-glove

Forest Fire

'I'Wo H ongoing dry spell has triggered a

‘mur&d massive bushfire in South Kashmir's

In Kulgam Kudgam district while two of the
forest department employees have

sustained injurkes during a | More on P&

two bank ac with  some
counts  have Pakistan-
been  provi based  handlers
sionally artached un- who armanged ad-

missions in MEES and other
courses in Pakistani colleges

der the Prevention of Money
Laundering  Act  (PMLAL

They belong to separatistor-  for [RK students”,
ganisation Sabvation Fronts Each student was charged |
chief Mohd Akbar Bhat,  about Rs | Mare on P& |

Kashmir Fruit Growers Stare
At Losses Amid Prolonged Dry pell

Agencies
Srinagar: Fruit growers in

Kashmir stare at losses as ex-
perts predict that the prolonged
dry spell may lead to early flow-
ering, impacting the quality and
quantity of the fruit.

The continueus dry spell,
with no rainfall ‘or snowfall
even in January, has raised con-
cerns among friit growers and
farmers in the valley,

Experts who spoke with
Kashmir  News  Observer
warned that the lack of soil
moisture resulting from the
prolonged dry spell could ad
versely affect the quality and
yield of fruits, particularly

e

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Video gamers
waorldwide might be at a
higher risk of irreversible
hearing loss or develop-
Ing a persistent ringing, or
tinnitus, in their ears, new

has found.
Such gamers are known to
sound levels and for several

found that the sound levels
near,

bels for 40 hours a week,

tesearch published in the Brirish

Medical journal (BM]] Public Health
expose themselves to high-intensity
at a stretch, and researchers hive

or exceed, permissible safe {as I
limies, which for children is 75 deci-

» Early Bloom

Water Table Decling
Impacts Irigation

# Pest Vulnerability

Video Gamers At Higher Ri
Loss, Tinnitus, New Research Fi

international research
including research-
ers from the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
Medical
of South Carolina, US, re-
viewed 14 studies from 9
countries in North America,

Europe, South East Asia, Asia and
i Australasia, that included more than

The
team,

3BILLION

Gamers
Woidwidein R
Fliv]

| 50,000 people in all.
often
“relatively  lictle”
hours

often | sports

The researchers sakd that
attention
has been paid to the effects
i of video games, including e
i hearing loss, eved
adphanes, earbuds,
+and music venues have been
| acknowledged as sources of

apples, in the upcoming season,
Prof Khalid Mushtaq, Head,
Division of Fruit Sciences at
SKUAST Srinagar said, "As of
now, we are in a safe zone and
let's hope for the best."
However. if this dryness contin-
wes £l February and the tempera
fure rises to 20-25° then it could
fead to early flowermg that will
impact the frui set, he wamed.
Ot Mushtaq said the fruir
set will be less and will im-
pact the yield as well. He ad
wised against pruning in these
weather conditions, saying it
can affect the trees,
Akhrar  Malik. a scientist
at the Kashmir University's
Department | More on P&

- LG Released J&K Haj (,ummlttecs. (uﬂcc I

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Licutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha released the Coffee
Table Book of Jammu Kashmir
Haj Committee "The Spiritual
Jourmey HAJ” at Raj Bhawan

The LG congratulated Jammu
and Kashmir Haj Committee and
the editorial tearmon the occasion.

Sinha said that the pilgrim-
age to the Holy places during
Haj and Umrah is a cherished
life-long dream and the Coffee
Table Book will considerably
improve the ease of travel and
provide much-needed infarma-
tion about services rendered to
the respected Hajis.

“l extend my greetings and
felicitations 1o the  Jammu
Kashmir Haj Committee for this

thoughtful publication, which ~ Kumar Bidhuri, Divisional

will also provide glimpses of Commissioner, Kashmir; Dr
places, instructions as well as  Shujaat Ahmad, Executive
the guidelines to pilgrims to  Officer J&K Ha Commirtes:
ensure they are able to perform Moulwi  Mohammad  Ashrafl]

their pilgrimage in a proper and
befitting manner,” the LG said.,

Safina  Baig, Chairperson
of J&K Hal Committes; Vijay

Member &K Hal Committes

and Irshad Ahmad, Haj Officer

were present on the sccasion
Meanwhile, Lieutenant

HOW MUCH GAMING IS TOO MUCH?

“The findings

Lniversity

ers,” they wrote,

theey said,

potentially unsale sound levels.
suggest
that there may be a need

on education and aware-
ness of the potential risks
of gaming, that can help pro
mote safe listening among gam-

Ome of the research papers the |
team analysed estimated that |
there were more than 3 bil

lion gamers worldwide in |
2022, and six papers report- |
od that video gaming preva- |
lence among young people |
ranged from 20 to 68 per cent, |

207068 %

In their analysis, the research
ers found that of the five std-
ies that evaluated associa
tions between gaming and
self-reported  hearing  foss
or tinmitus, two linked the
use of school students' gam-
ing centres to more chances of
severe tinnitus and high-frequency
soum hearing loss in both ears.

Other studies in the overall
analysis associated video gam-
ing with higher odds of sell-
reported hearing loss se-
verity and measured sound
levels of Tive video games
through  headphones  ar-
tached to the gaming console
- these averaged at BE.5, 876,

k Of Irreversible Hearing

nds

B5.6 and 91.2 decibels (dB) for 4
separate shooter games, and
B5.6 dB for a racing game.

The authors concluded
that the daily level of sound
exposure from these video
games is close to maxi-
mum permissible levels of
sound exposure, according to
the standards of the International
Telecommunication Unfon (ITU)
which, in collaberation with
the WHO, has described a
time-intensity  trade-off,
known as an exchange
rate, for permissible levels
and duration of exposure,

For children, the ITU has
defined the permissible nolse

exposure level as 75 decibels
for 40 hours a week with a

safely listen to an 83-decibel
¢ sound for around 6.5 hours, 86 dB for
| around 3.25 hours, 92 dB for 45 min-
i utes, and 58 dB for only 12 minutes a
i week, the researchers explained.
¢ Acknowledging that the data pro-
| vided in the review was fimited, the
researchers
¢ particularly those who play fre-
¢ quently. and at or above the average
| sound levels described | More on P&

Light Rain, Snow
FromJan 25In
J&K: MeT

Dbserver News Service

Srinagar-  Weatherman  has
forecasted light rain and snow
at a few places in Jammu and
Kashmir from January 25-27,

While diy weather was likely
to continue till January 24, a
meteorological — department
official said that there is also
the possibility of light rain and
snow at scattered places from
January 28-30.

He said that there is going
to be improvement in visibil
ity and maximum remperature
during the next 2 days over
Jammu Division which is pres-
ently witnessing fog during the
MOFnNg.

Meanwhile, there was some
respite from the intense cold
wave in Kashmir as night tem-
peratures rose significantly at
maost places in the valley, the of
ficial sanl Srinagar clty record-
ed 4 minimum temperature of
minus 2.4 degrees | More on P8

Iran's Attack in
Pakistan Sparks

Diplomatic Crisis
ncies
Pakistan: Pakistan recalled

its ambassador to Tehran on
Wednesday, a day after Iran
launched airstrikes on Pakistan
that it claimed rargeted bases
of a terror group, Islamabad an-
grily denounced the attack as a
“blatant violation™ of its airspace
and said it killed two children.

Tuesday's strike on
Pakistan’s restive southwestern
Baluchistan  province  imper-
iled diplomatic relations be-
tween the two neighbors, but
both sides appeared wary of
provoking the other. Iran and
nuclear-armed Pakistan  have
long regarded each other with
suspicion ower militant attacks.

The attack also threatened to
further ignite violence ina Middle
East uncettled by lsrael's ongo-
ing war on Gaza. Iran Lunched
strikes late Monday in Irag and
Syrid ower & suicide bombing
that killed more than 90 people
earlier this month. Blamic State
claimed responsibility for the
l:luml.rlng | More on PG

able Book

Governor Manoj Sinha released
“Intikhab-e-Kalam-e-Rahi', Urdu
transtation of the poetic compo
sitions of [nanpith Award récipl-
ent poet I'rof. Rehman Rahi by
noted writer Dr Satish Vimal
The LG congratulated Dr
Satish Vimal and the team as-
sociated with | More on P&

—

3-dB exchange rate, which
means that the permis-
sible exposure time halves
withevery 3 dBincrease in
noise level

The children can therefore

said that "some gamers,

P
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Poverty, Chronic Inflammation Together
Triple Cancer Death Risk: Study

Press Trust OF India

e combined effect of
poverty and chronic
inflammation could
more than double
the risk of death from heart
disease and triple the martal-
ity risk due to cancer over a
15-year period, new research
in the US has found,

Poverty has been docu-
mented 1o individually
heighten the risk of mental
illness, heart disease, hyper-
tension, and stroke, in addi-
tian to higher mortality and
lower life expacrancy.

Further, chranic inflam-
mation brought about by

searchers analysed data from
adults aged 40 and older,
enmlled between 1999 and
2002 in the Mational Health
and Nufrition Examina-
tion Survey [ NHANES), and
Toliowed them up until 31
December 2019, They cain-
bined the NHANES data with
records from the National
Death Index, to calculate
mortality rates over a period
of 15 years after enrollment,
The findings highlighted
the need for fouling chronic
Inflammation screenings in
socially disadvantaged people
- already a medically vulner-
Able growp - to limit what are,
in many cases, preventabie
deaths, according to lead

lifestyle factors like poor
diet or lack of physical
activity, or being exposed
to environmental toxins, or
having autoimmune disor-
ders such rihiritis also
is a known risk factor for
disease and mortaliry.

However, researchers
at the University of Florida
said they have shown for
the first time that the
combined effect of poverty
and chronic inflammation
could reduce health and life
expectancy even further,
significantly worse than the
outcomes expected when
evaluated separately.

"We found that partici-

tion or poverty alone each
had about a 50 per cent
increased risk in all-cause
mortality. In contrast, indi-
wviduals with both inflam
mation and poverty had a
127 per cent increased heart
disease mortality risk and
4 196 per cenl incréased
cancer mortality risk.” said
Frank A. Orlando, an associate
professor at the University
of Florida and second author
of the study published
journal Frontiers in Medicine.
The team further found
that bath the risk fac-
tors - poverty and chronic

effect of inflammarion and
paverty on mortality is syner-
gistic,” said Orlandao,

We found that author Arch Mainous 11, a
participants with professor in the department
together in a "synergistic” either inflammation of health semreds reste.lrth.
or an interactive manner in management and policy at
or poverty alone each
heightening the mortality hadabouta50 per the }'!H\‘HSHW of Florida,
risk, rather than merely in iy ‘We need fo translate
an “additive" manner. cent increased risk in the basic science on chronic
“If the effects of inflam- all-cause mortality. In inflammation to the doctor's
mation and poverty on mor- contrast, individuals il:]-re through II:JF I(:[EJ tion
tality were additive, you'd ex-  withbothinflammation  ©1 *CRENING puidelines
pect a 100 per cent increase d rty hada 127 s physicians can identily
in mortality for paople where 0 POVe chironic inflammation in
both apply. But since the ab- per cent increased their patients and work to
served 127 per cent and 196 heart disease mortality treat the underlying causes,”
per cent incraases are much risk and a 196 per Sﬂle Mainous,
he  greater than 100 per cent, we cent increased cancer It is time to move
conclude that the combined mortality risk beyond documenting

the health problems that
inflammation can cause, to
trying to fix these prob-

pants with either inflamma-

inflammation - worked

For the study, the re-

lems,” said Mainous,

SUB-OFFICE BANDIPORA

The candidates whose photograph

Is published in this notice Is claiming

to have lost the original Migration

certificate of class 12th  session Annual |
Private Bi-Annual 2020-21 issued by the

board of School Educaton under Below

mentioned particulars

Name: Junaid Ahmad Dar

S/ 0: Mohammad Abdullah Dar

Roll No: 32609403

‘war & Session: Annual Private Bi-Annual 2020-21

Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Migration
certificate . Anybody (if) having any objection may file
the some before undersigned with (07) Seven days
fram the date of publication of this notice. Besides, the
original marks card is teated as cancelled.

Sd Assistant Secretary
b Board Of School Education
Sub Office Bandipara

From the office of Advocate
Ghulam Jeelani Kukiloo
Inthe case of ;
Samiullah Mistary S/0 Abdul Majid Mistary
R/0 HM.T Srinagar. Vs Public at Large

Caveator
w
Public at lage...
In the Petition in tevms of Section 148-A,

Mon caveatar

The caveatnrs may have apprehension that Non-Caveator may
m any Application, Petition, Ap- peal, Sult of any other type

of pmceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground of
distorted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and may
seed In obtaining some reliet/order at thelr back/in exparte
agal aveators and the caveators will
be putinimepa- mbie iossandinconvenience. it would be proper
that caveators be given an apportunity of being heard by the
Han'ble court before passing any arder.

L] Sd/petitionar

RESULTNOTIFICATION
DOC TOR OFPHILOSOPHY

pursued Integrated Ph.D Programme an Whole
Time basis in the discipline of Political Science,
Department of Political Sclence. School of Soclal
Sciences submitted thesis titled "Durbar-Move
In Jammu & Kashmir and its bmpacts”® under
the Supervision of Dr. Ajaz Ashraf Wanl, Associate Professor;
Department of Politkal Sclence, University of Kashmi,
;%sadxlmed quakified for the award of Ph. [ degree on

Janan Ahmad Paray Svo Gh. Nabl Parray bearing
University Registration No. 46136-4-2011, who ﬁ

Sd/-mam-Ur-Rauf Malik 5d/- Dr. Majid Zaman
Jaint Controller of Examinations  Controller of Examinations

Secrecy
No.F [Ph.0./Political Science/Sec/KLU/2023)
int Dt.1LO1.2024

r&)

-

University of Kashmir

RESULT NOTIFICATION
OFPHILOSGO!

Quwt UL &in Dvo Ab Rashim Bhat bearing Univer-
No. 6904-GBL-2011 who pursued

From the office of the Aquib Hussain Bhat
Advocate J&K High Court, Srinagar
Dftice Chamber Lawyers Bullding District Court Complex
Moominabad, Batmaloo Srinagar,

1.MST. HAFEEZA Adhar Mo. BD606T235T7T2
Wieg Late Abdul Qayoom Tholla
2. ZAHOOR AHMAD THOLLA Adhar No. 343420889410
S/0; Late Abdul Qayoom Tholla
3. MUZAFFAR AHMAD THOLLA Adhar Mo, 358343032008
Sdo; Late Abdid Qayoom Tholla All residents of; Nageen Bagh,
Hazratbal Srinager,
Versus
Public at Large

{Caveators)
It the matter of:- (Mon-caveators)
CAVEAT PETITION
The caveators have

The Jammu And Kashmir
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

| have passed in School
(Class- ¥0th hunder Rolt Noc BIT9262  year 2017
(Class- Tithjunder Roll Mo: B16B204 year 2018
theough the Jammu and Kashimic Board of
School Education. Due to the eror committed |
by the concemed Schoal/parent/ Board, my Fa-
ther's Namae has be wrongly writtes xs Muzatfar
Ahmad Tall while his comect name is Muzaffar Ahmad Tell
Mow, | have applied for correction/rectification of
emor in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education,
Mew Campus Bemina. Srinagar, If amy person has amy

sonable
he non-caveators mqlnlewrrm'ﬂrl o any other pueeﬁ-us
against
I ex-parte by m:-alll\aaf material facts. It woudd be fais and
Justif the ity of b the
Hon'ble court before passing any order.
i Aguib Hussain Bhat Advocate

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written in my J8K Bank Account
defads as Zamin Ah Bhat while my cormect name is Zamin
Zzhoar which meeds fa be eorectad |f anybady has any
chjection in this regard heshe may file his/her obiection in
the affice of the Branch Manager Jamemu and Kashmir Bank
Singhpora  within @ period of seven days from the date of
pubtication of this notice. After that no objection shall be
Eertained

S/0Zahoor AhBhat ko
R/o Singhpora Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE

That | have applied for Bsuance of DOB certificate before the
Honorable Teteildar Handwera/ Register Births and deaths
im favor of My daughter namely Nyma Waseem 0D Waseen
Shamas Dar R/ Banday MohallaHandwara who wis bom on
25/M/2021 If anyone have any objections, hesshe may (e the
same io the office of Register of Births and D e a t hs/Tehsil of-
fice Handwara within a pericd of seven days. No obiections will
e entertained after the said period,

Issued through Father

Wasmemn Shamas
5/0 Shamas ud din dar
R/0 Banday Mohalla, Handwara NI

this negard, may file the same in the office of the
Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days from
the date of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said
period na oblection will be entertained.

Name: Shubeena Muzaffar

FM Muzaffar Ahmad Teli
N: Shameama

DO& 08-08-2001

Residence: Dargah Mear NIT Srinagar 190006

University of Kashmir, Srinagar

Notice
The candidate whose particulars are given below has
reported to the University that he | she has lost hisfher
University Certificatefs and has applied for issuance of
duplicate cenificate/s:
MName: Zakiya Awan
Paretnage;- Barkat Ullah Awan
Residence:- Kudara Bandipora
Registration No : 52731-W-2008
Centificate/s lost:- 2nd Year
Roll Nojs=- 9522
Sesshon] Year © Anmual 2009
Before University will consider issuance of Duplicate
Certificare/s in favour of the candidate, any person having
any objection shall report to the undersigned within one
week from the date of issuance of this notice. The original
certificate/s issued to the candidate be treated as cancefled

No: F{Duplicate] MC-6th Sem/PA [KU/24
Assistant Controller
bb of Examinations (PGUGPraf

NOTICE

| Nisar Ahmad Shah S/o Syed Hafiz
Ullah Shah R/o 77, Lane 3, Umar
Colony B, Lal Bazar, Srinagar-
190023 want to correct my name in
Adhaar bearing Aadhar no:- 4945
8697 5736 from Syed Nisar
Ahmad Shah to Nisar Ahmad
Shah. | want to re-issue for the
same. Regard this, if anybody is
having any objection may file the
same to the Concerned Adhaar
centre within a week at the most,
after that no claim should
entertained.

NOTICE

This is for the Informathon of general
public that | want to change the name of
my daughter from Mabiha Shabir to
Farheen in all the documents including

schoal and municipal records a
i snybidy is having any kind of objection M
can cortact the concern office within a

period of seven (7) days from the publication of this
notice after which no objection will be entertained.

Shabir Ahmad Ahanger
Dualkawpars, Rainswari, Srinagar, Kashmir
(M} 91- 7006274148

| Subject:- Grant Of Registration of the Proposed Travel unit

urder the nams & Style *M/S Dreamwave Tour and Travels"
Situated at Dhabiwan Kunzer
Public Notice

\Whereas L, M Shabir Ahmad Khan 5/0 Abdul Abmad Khan Rio
Waripora Bangil intend m apply i the Department of Toudsm for
registrtion of my proposed bl uit ends the name & siyle af "M/S
Dreamwave Tour and Travels" Situated at Dhobiwan Kunzer
FASHMR undie tous? trade act PSB220M-12.

mlnmmuﬂuumm Quadfication

uﬂlmn.mnmm; nu-nmmwmmm.
deed duly atiested by sub Ragistras, printing material {Later head / Visiting
m;mwndndmun:iwmunnm.mmmu:m
photograpin o the department of Tourkm as par prevaibed checkdis | Frior b
mmmmunlqup

Mow a5 pe Tourns Tracke Act

Authort the mater
mmuhmwmmrmwtﬁw
e abjection, i

i, deftreg 3 g ma.

Dhrecaor within & pesiod

of
of thevaiey,

by

hOL on Whole T

in the discipline of Palitical Seience, Department
of Political Science, School of Soclal Sciences
Subrmitted thesis titled “India's West Asia Policy:
A Study of India-Saudi Arabia Relations Since 204" under the
Supervision of Prof Gull Mohd Wanl, Professos at Depantment
of Political Stience, Univarsity of Kashmir, Srinagar & daclared
qualified for the award of PhD. degree on 28-12-2023,

Sl Inavm Ur Rawuf Matik. Sd/-Or Majid Zarman
Joint Controfler of Controfler of B ati

Serecy
Ne.F (Ph.D./Political Science/Sec/KU/2023)
Dt.11.012024

RESULT NOTIFICATION
DOCTOR OFPHILOSOPHY

Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat S/io Gulzar Ahmad
Bhat bea
!BD&-B}S 2011

. Programme an Whole
dlsdnﬂne af Palluuﬂ Science, Department of
Palitical Sclence, School of Sodal Sclences
Submitted  thesis  fitled  “Cross-border
Redighous Tourism in India-Pakictan Relations:
Processand Potential™ under the Supervision of Prof Gull Mohd
Warni, Professor at Department of Political Schence, University

( for the award of Phu0,
degres on 22-12-2023.

Sa/-Inam-Lir-Rauf Malkik Sl Dr. Majid Zarman
Joint Controller of Examinations  Controller of Examinations

Sexrecy
No.F (Ph.0./Political Science/Sec/KL/2023)

2 Dt 11,00.2024

a2

e GG ifidete Qe AL 53812

55216 2w (e S e L LIl
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Robust Fire Safety
Measures In Place At
Dal Lake

Obsarver Niws. Servion

Your

FINRCIAL

geon Fire Station also foa
tures two dedicated fire
boats, he added.

The official said all
boats are equipped with
fire fighting esseitials.

Sritiagar: The Fire &
Emergency Services De-
partment sald it has put

.

tobust safety measurss snup of the 11 bonts I h M Of SIP
in place to effectively ™ 100 2 furneout boats e agc
spond to any potenitial fire  ugyipned with fire pumps.
“‘“d""tfl‘n"" Lake. The equipment ouboard

Tha Nehru Park Fire 000 boats inchudes fire Turn Rs 10,000 Manthly
Station houses a fleet of o0 pe enpines capable |
nine ﬁrv_‘ﬁbgs;s.d:s:elu@j of speaying water with Into 563 Cr In 30 Yrs!
F:;“&;c‘*cm“;m’;‘tm"f’:"‘_ high velume and other
nior official from the F&ES swmntiis fie Dghtig Irshad Mushtag

tools,” he informed.

A houseboat owner on
Dal Lake said, "Our house-
boats thrive on the beauty
of Dal Lake, and knowttig
that there are enhaneed
fire safety measares in
place adds an extra layer
of confidence for both lo-
cals and visitors alike.”

Department said here.

"Wa assure the public
that our existing mecha-
nisms are more than ade-
quate to tackle any fire in-
cidont at |h~ workd famous

id you know that by investing just Rs

10,000 per mouith for 30 years in gual-

ity equity mutual fundds, yoo eould po-

tentially see n moturity amount of Rs

5,63 crore? Yes, it mnyscltmri too good to be true,

bt it's thy plans
(SIP) nnd the n:ugie of compounding.

With o total luvestinent of Rs 56 lakh and

an expected annualized return of 15%, the ben-

efits of 8IP in equity mutual funds become evi-

Improvement are tseded
Additionally, the Ni-

Gurpurab Celebrated w|th

Idara Falah-e-Aam Provides
Relief To Fire-Affected Families

mmagar: & delegabon

from idara Fatah-a-

Aam, comprsng its
Chairman, Gararal Secre-
tary, Chusf Orpanizer, and
Finance Secratary, visfied
Lat Mohatka, M Behri Dal
b assess e damages
caused by a tragic firs inci-
dent recently.

The fire incadent dam-

aged seyveral residential
structures in the area_

sistance_ including cash
end essential iems to he
eflecied lamilies, Dased on
Ihe rasourcas avaitable ko
Idaea Falah-e-Aam

The chaimmaon has
eppeaiad for donalions o
thas Ietars, highlighting Hat
such contributions play
o vital rofe i address-
ing issues like the recent
fires incident and ensuring
timaly and affectiva raliel

leaving many tamilies for afected families
shefler-less amid inlensa Idara Falah & Aam
oold wawe Temains committed o its

Chairm Idara F st
@-Anrm, Abrar Hissan

mussion of aidng com-
mumities in times of

expressad sympathies with d=trass and those wish
e fire aflectad familes, ec- o chip in fhe cawse can
e danats 10 ldam Falah 8

By awrer facing in the afor-
math of e faEs inccent

The defegation
provided on-he-spot as-

Aam Wil an Accound No
O ODGMDN DOO29050, JAK

Bank, Branch Alamgan Ba-
zo, IFSC. JAKADALMGRI

Religious Fervour In Kashmir

Dbserver News Service

Srinagar: Humdreds of devotees
thronped Gurdwara Chatti Pad-
shahi in Srinagar to celebrate
the auspleions oceasion of Gurn
Gobind Singh Ji's birthday on
Wednesday.

On the auspiclous cceasion,
the devotess held special prayers
for the snowfall and raln amidst
the prolonged dry spell in the
Eashmir valley.

The atmosphere at the Gurd.
wara was filled with joy ord
spiritual fervour as devotoees from
different places came together to
celebrate the birth anniversary of
Guru Gobind Siugh Ji, the tenth
Silch Guru

The foithful engaged in
prayers and hymns, the devo-
tees sought blessings for pros-
perity, peace and unity in Jam-
mu and Kashmir

The distinctive aspect of this

eelebration was the collective
hope for snowfall ond o wet spell,
phenomena  deeply  nssociated

flection, adding that they also
prayed for snow and a wet spell
in Kashmir

Div Com, DC Greets Sikhs

On Prakash Parv

nnager The Divisional Commissianer (Div Com) Kashmir, Vijay Ku-
mar Bahur) slong with IGP Kashmir, ' K Birdi and Deputy Comms-
sioner Sninagar Dr Baal Mohi-ud-Din today wisited Chatti Padshati
Gunstwara Rainawan on the occasion of 358th Prakash Parv of tenth guru

of Sikhiim, Shil Guny Golind

Sangh i
On the oceasion, Div Com and other afficers greated Tollowers of S&h-
isim aned dovolaes who had visited in large members e Gurudwara b col-

abrate the birthday of Sikh Guru.

Addressing the devolees, Div Com prayed for cammusmsal harmony,
biralhorhood, peace and prosparity of B negion snd county

with the winter season in Kash-
mir, which will also relieve the
iy spell.

The devotes said celabrating
Gurn Gobind Singh Ji's birthday
s a moment of greal joy and re-

A local sabd, “In the prayers,
we find solace and unity.”

Thisy pald obelsanee there, ex
temding wishes to everyone on the
oceasion of Gurpurab,

Old City Traders Aghast Over Lack Of Parking Facility

Sherean Naman

Srinagar: Lack of parking facil-
Ity in the old city has resulted
in frequent traffic jams in the
overcrowded city. consing trad
ars to ineur huge losses.

The aggrieved traders ap-
pealed to the authorities to im
pose a ban on parking of vehi-
eles on the roads bn the old eity

ond toke egal action against
anyone found to be in violation
of the orders.

“We suffir huge business
Josses as o result of te lock of
designated porking spaces in the
overcrowded marketplaces. The
motorists without glving o damn
to the traffic rules park their ve:
Tnbedes i the mnbddle of the roads,
eauging huge troffic jams in the

area,” snid Nazir Ahmad Shah.
president, Shehre-Kheas Trad-
ers Coordination Cominittes.
The land was desiguated
by the goversiment as o parking
area twelve years ago, but no
concrete mensures were fnken
o turn it ite o parking area till
date, Shah added
He said that a troder's del-
egation last year held a meating

with the officials in this direc
tion, but despite azsurances, no
concrete efforts were made to
make them heave o sigh of reliel

“Commuters are finding it
extremely difficult fo manoen-
vre this crowded location be-
cause there are no dedicated
parking spaces. Tourists visit
ing the old city have been let
dowm by the nbsence of basic

cotveninces such as a parking
Eacility,” he added. The traders
have appealed to the Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri and Deputy
Commissioner (DC)  Srinagar
v to book into the mat-
ter ood direct the department
concerned to ensure a dodicated
parkhng Facility in the old city for
the lnrger interest of the peopls.

DC Reviews Implementation
Of Social Welfare Schemes

Drserver Niws Sanvice

Srinagar: The Deputy Couunis-
sioner (DC) Srinagor, Dr. idal
Mohi-Ud: D Bhat today chairved an
Oifficers mesting ot Meating Hall of
the DC Office Complex. here o re-
wiew the tmplamentation of welfary
measures for under privileged, vl
terable, down trodden and weaker
sections of society amd process of
extension of benefits of vartous
Government schemes by the Social
Welfara Departusent

At the outset, the DT tock o eoa-
prehensive review of beneficiary
arbeited schenies,

Speaking on the occasion, the
DC called upon the Officers and
other functionories of the Social
Welfare Department to work in a
lolistie amd proactive approsch
with utmost coordination nmong
all wings of the Department to e
sure efficient and sffective fmple-
mentation of all Socin]l Security
and Beneficiary-Oriented schemes
i thie Dhistriet

He also asked the Officers for
Inying a specinl focus on cent per-
oent coverage upder all Secial Wel
fare schemes,

The DC envisionsd a plan for
the development of common cen-
tres for the chiliren snffering from
Autism, Muscalar Dystrophy ond
Braille teaching centres for biind
children under & single roof in the
district. He stressed on saturating
the eases under Motorized Tricycles
and Prosthetic Aids

The DC said this is a collective
responsibility of all of us to make

sure that no eligible beneficiary is
160t behind, He stressed upon the
Officers to taks comprebensive
measures to reach out to all eligh
ble benefieiaries, beshdes making
the welfare schemes ensily noces-
sible to the people s that all eligi
ble beneficinries of the District can
reap the bensfits of Government's
welfore schemes

Druebng the meeting, the District
Sacial Walfore Officer gave o de-
tafled PowerPoint presentation nnd
apprised the DC about the function-
Ing of the Department and imple
mentation of schenes.

He informed that under SAS-
CM (SAKSHAM) 75 bensficiaries
were provided Peosion and 4] were
given scholnrships.

He alse presented figures of
beneficiaries under National Foun-
dation for Commumal Harmony
(NECH), Marriage  Assistance
sehome, Prosthetie Add, Motar
iz Tricycles, Hoaring Aid, Wheel
chair, Tricycles.

The DC was also informed
aboul  awareness  progrommes
conducted nnder National Plan
for Dirug Demnnd Reduction, Na-
zha Mukt Bharat Abhivan and
rehabilitation of Old Ape persons,
Abhedanands home and protec
tion and development ander Juve
nile Justice.

Programune  Officer  ICDS,
Mushiag Almad Rather; Chiel
Planning Officer, Mohammad Yas-
son Lone; District Socinl Welfare
Officer, Dr, Mukhtar Ahmad, be-
sides other senior Officers and O4f
clals of Social Welfare Department
were prosent n the meeting.

dent. This discipli o ing al-
lows you to harness the power of mmpanudmg
to grow your wealih over time.

Imagine the possibilities that come with
such o substantial maturity amount. Whether
I's securing your fnanclal future, fanding your
children's education, or fulfilling your lifelong
dreanis, e opportunities are endless.

8o, if you haven't already considered SIP in
equity muinal funds as part of your investment
strategy, now is the time to start. With the po:
tential for significant veturns and the stability
of quality mutual funds. it's o wise choice for
nnyone looking to secure their financial foture.

Don't miss out on the epportunity to Jever
age the powet of SIP and squity mitual funds,
Start investing today and watch your wealth
grow over the years. The future is yours to se-
curs with the right investment strategy.”

Most open-ended mutual funds allow knves.
tors to redsem t investment at any tine, et
ther partially or in full. It is merely an assump.
tion that investors must hold their investment
for 30 years. Similarly, Systematic Investment
Plana (5IPs) can be initiated, discontinued, in
crensed, or decreased of any time without re
strictions. Additionally, investors have the flex
ihility to invest ndditional fonds ns a lonp sum
at all! Thme.

As o reminder, the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) Is the official mgnlntor of
Mutual Funds i n India. They are responsible for

that are pr d ausd mein-
talning transparency in the mrutinn aff mutual
Funids and the overall stock market. Choose your
investments wisely and let the power of com.
pounding work i your favor.

Auther iz NISM quelified, Mutuol .ﬁmd’
oedvizor and distributor having experience
of 18 years in financiol market.

Notice is hereby given to the puhllc in qtneral and to the b

Rl.lhl md‘ MAEH Act 2002)

d to Jammu & Kashmir Bank

particular that the below
Ltd Branch

, the 1 1 i

25,02 2024for

Earnest Money DcpaniEMDJ
The bid document/format ounl.lmlng full dohlli of the marigaged property and all the terms. &
conditions can be had from and submitted on the website hitps:/sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net
(Contact Persons: Mr.Ram Sharma (M) 9978501888, 9265562821 (O) 079 - 6813 6844,). The bids
complete in all respects can be only submitted online by or before 20.02.2024uptod.00 PM. The e-
auction will be held on 25.02.2024 from 11.30 AM-4.00 PM, The contact details of the bank officials
are: Mr Zahoor Ahmad Khan (Authorized Officer) Mobile No.9149443300&MrMuzaffar

Uhnmal has lbeen taken by the Authorized
Officer of the Jammu & KanhmIerI: under section 13 {4) of the SARFAES] Act 2002 will be sold
through e auction on “As is where is", “As is what is", “Whatever there is" and“No complaint”

y of dues to the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd Branch Nasrullahpora,

The description of property, reserve price and the earnest money deposit (EMD) is mentioned

along with land underneath &
Oikanal bearing Khasra No.465,

Khata No.48, Khewat No.T situated in Mouza Labartal,
Tehsil & District Budgam standing in the name of
Shaheena Bano wife of Mohammad JaffarHajam

herein below.
Description of the mortgaged Residential House
appurtenant property (Puton ale) thereto measuring

resident of Labartal, Budgam.
Reserve Price

[Rs_38,56,400 (Rupees thirty sight lac fifty six thousand
. and four hundred Only)

Rs.3,85640/

in{Branch Head N

Dated:16.01.2024
Place: Srinagar

Mobile No. 879722522,

sd/-
Authorized Officer,
Jammu &Kashmir Bank Ltd.

. TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

+ PR D194-2452062.2455883

POD: 0794-2450213
FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488245221 20ST155
CAPD: 130018070M
SMEC HEALTH OFFICER: 9460409081
dembmlaryon: Hashmar EMS. Sevvioe: +51 94841 00200
AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 0W4230331 x
RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-7303259
© ANANTHAG: 01932-226243
+ BARAMULLA 019402029
+  BUBHERA: 01832-128243
+  PAMPORE: 01933-294132

+ PATTAM:01954-203507
QADIGUND: 04951-206153

HIGHWAY STATUS
Sgr-lammu Highway - | Open |

Mughal Raad - {Open)
Seinagar- Leh- {Dpen))

%

_ PRAYERS

FAIR  6:08
HURI ZUHR 1238
CALENDAR | AsR 408
06 Rajab Magib 551
1445 ISHA  7:15
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Trump's
Potential Return

1 a resounding trivmph, former US President Don-

ald Trump secured a landshide victory in the lowa

caucnses on Monday, marking his first major win

im the contest for the 2024 Republican presidential
nomination. Tromp's commanding performance, with
over 51% of the vote, not only solidifies his position as
the elear frontrunmer but also sets a record as the largest-
ever vote share in a contested Towa canens, surpassing
Georpe W. Bush's 41% in 2000,

The results leave no doubt about Trump's continued
influence within the Republican Party, as voters rallied
behind him despite facing nwnerous federal criminol
charges. Ron DeSantis, the governor of Florida, emerged
as a distant second, narrowly beating Nikki Haley, the
fclrmer ambassador to the UN. who secured the thicd

with just over 21% and around 19% support, respec-
t1vEI)' Vivek Ramaswamy, an Indian-origin biotech en-
treprenenr, bowed out of the race after winning less than
8% of the vote, throwing his support behind Tromp. This
consolidation orsuppon behind the former president un-
derlives the challenge frced by other contenders in build-
ing a broad coalition within the party.

Trump has called for unity in au effort to consoli-
date support and present a united front against potential
Democratic oppotients in the general election. The lowa
outcome i erucial, determining the allocation of the
state’s 40 delegates to the Republican National Conven-
fion in July, *

“The focus now shifts to how the dynamics of the race
will evolve. Trump's early and clear vietory in Iowa, de-
spite adverse wenther conditions, positions him as the
candidate to beat in the Republican nomination race.

20124 contest 15 shaping up to be a fierce batile, with
Tromp's dominance casting a long shadow over the po-
litical landscape.

Trump's chances may have been further brightened
by the liberal disillusionnwent with the incumbent presi-
dent Joe Biden whose ungualified sl:ﬁgort for Tsroel hos
not just disappointed many of his admirers around the
world but also within the US. Mare so, the Muslim voter

of the Democratic Party which has felt betrayed by
Biden's complicity in the ongoing carnage in Gaza,

But Trump as Biden's replacement would be akin to
poing from frying pan inte fire. The Iowa result has dem
onstrated that Trump has a wide and a swrging support
in the US and from hereon it seems likely that he will
not only be nominated as the Republican ‘candidnte for
president but may go on to defeat Biden in November.
To stop the Trump juggernant, it will not only require a
herenlesn eampaizn effort by the Democratic party bt
mere importanily get its supporters to believe in its lib-
eral credentials, something that seems a tall order now,

On Airport Chaos

n Sunday, n passemger on an IndiGo DelhiGoa

flight was mrested for allepedly assanlting the pi-

Tot after derse fog foreed o flight delay of more than

10 howrs. This IndiGe flight was uot the only cne
to have bean delayed. As reported in this paper, data from
Flightradar24 show that 608 outbound flights from Delhi’s In-
difrm Gandhi International Airport were delayed on Sunday,
while 87 were cancelled. More than 400 inbound flights were
leluyed and 42 were eancalled. As alrline netwarks are inte
grated, ond aircraft and crew teod to serve multiple Bights
across sectors, delays due to bad weather il one airport, es-
pecially a hub like Dellu, can bave ripple sffects. Social me.
iin platformes are awash with passengers complaining about
lTong delays and cancellations.

There cannot be any justification for the violence by the
passenger, However, the recent eriticism of the aviation see-
tor should lead to course corrections. In recent times, several
cases of passenger neglect, shoddy services and o -
sional behaviour by airline stofl have coms to lght. Paot of
the explonation could be traced to the structure of the sector
— a duspoly domminated by IndiGo and the Tata Group.

DGCA data show that IndiGo controls 80 per cent of the
market, while the TATA Group-owned Vistara, Alr India and
AIX Conect have o combined market share of 26 per cont, It
is axiomatic that in markets characterised by a lack of strong

s foons less on ioan and quality,
This hns a bearing on the services they offer. The consumers,
afrline passengers, in this case, have limited alternatives.
‘While delaye due to weather, inndequate airport infrastruc-
ture or unforeseen emergencies may be beyond the control of
afrlines, at the very least they can ensure that the passengers
are well looked after.

The Dethi sirport has four runways, of which twe can
handle aireraft in extremely low visibility. However, as re-
ported in this newspaper, one of these runways is cwrrently
inoperative. Compoutding the problem, the other ruiway

“wns vecently downgra i eategory from one end due to
construction activity”, Following the chaos on Sunday, the
authorities seem to have sprung into action.

The DCGA has issued o set of standard operating pro.
ocedures asking airlines to publish real-time information
about Night delays and ensure thai all passengers ave kept
informed. The aviation sector neads to do more. Dense fog

An Unequal World

Oxfam has released the upsetting
i obal rich-poor

3, _,m-"?&'l'
annu _1[ World E
g of political

executives and the
super-rich

he ecavernous gap be
tween rich and poor s
likely to incresse glob-
olly, the Oxfam report

says, and that since 2020, the rich

est five men in the world have
douibled their fortines. During
tod, nlmost five bil-
lioi peogle globally have become
poorer. Hardship amnd hurnger ore
a daily reality for many people
worldwide. At current rates, it

the same period.

will inke 230 years to end poverty,
but we could have our first tril-
lingeaire in 10 years.

Oxfam's Repart

Citing huge eoncentration of
global corporate and monopaly
power contributing to exncerbat-
ing inequality economy-wide, the
report further says that seven
out of ten of the world's bigsest
corporates have either a billion-
aire CEO or a billionaire as their

principal shareholder.

Through squeezing workers,
dodging tax, privatising the state

and spumunc]mtebl\eqkﬂom:

global corporations are driving

inequality and acting in the ser-

viee of delivering evergreater
wealth to their rich owners. To
end extreme inequality, govern-
ments must radically redistrib-
ute the power of billionaires and
corporations back to ordinary

people, the report urges.

For years, Oxfum has raised

alarm about whdening and ex

teme inequality. As we enter
2024, the very real danger is that
these extroordinary exiremes
are becoming the new normal
Carparate and monopoly power
is an unrelenting nequality-gen-

erating machine.
For most
the world, the stort of this de-

cade hos been incredibly h:::o

For the poorest

are more likely to be women,
racialised peoples, and margin-
alised groups i every society,
daily life has bacome more bru-
tal still. Global mequality - the

gap between Global North and
has grown for

\‘.hsGlnhn Zouth -

tha first thine in 25 vears. In addi
tion, climate b

increasing global inequality.

Governments are finding it
impossible to stay financially
afloat i the face of mounting

ple  around

down, driven
by the superrich, is diamatically

and, for the &
Economic Farum "Q‘

debt and the escalating costs of
importing fuel. food and medi-
cinea. Low- aud lower-middle-
Income countries are sel (o pay
nearly half a billion US dollars
o day in interest and debt pay-
ments between now and 20249, and
they are having to make severs
ciits to spending to be able to pay
their creditors.

Rich becoming richer

Meanwhile, the dramatic
increase in extreme wealth wit-
nessed since 2020 has become st
in stone, Billionaires are now US
$3.3 trillion or 84% richer than
they were at the begiuning of
this decade of crisis, with their
wealth growing three times os
fast as the rate of inflation.

This wealth is coucentrated
in the Global North Ouly 21% of
humanity lves in the countries of
the Global North, but these coun-
tries are home to 60% of private
wesalth, ansd 74% af the world's bil
lionaire wealth.

The other big winners in this
period of crisis are global corpo-
rations. For huge corporations,
just as for super-vich individuals,
the lnst twe deeades have been
sxtroordinarily  lucrative and
the last few years have been bet-
ter still: the biggest firns expe
riemeced an 89% leap in profits in
021 and 2022.28 New datae shows
that 2023 is set to shatter all re-
cards as the most profitable yet.

&n era of monopaly

The report wses new data to
demonstrate that the richest peo-
ple are not anly the bigpest ben-
afictaries of the global seonomy
but exercise significnnt eontrol
over it too,

New resenrch by Oxfam il-
huninates just how much of
the world's financial assets are
owned by the top 1%. Using data
from Wealth X, the report says
that the richest 1% own 43% of
all global financial pssets. In
the Middle East, the richest 1%
hald 48% of financial wealth: in
Asia, the richest 1% own 50% of
wealth: and in Burope, the rich-
est 1% own 47% of wealth,

It further asserts that we are
living through an ers of monep-
oly power that enables corpora-
tions to control markets, set the
terms of exchange, and profit
without fear of losing business,

ting access
tu vital services such
ion, water
mdheaif.hme while
enjoying massive,
taxpayer-backed
profits. This can gut
governments’ ability to
deliver the type of high-
quality, universal public
services that can reduce
inequality

The report says that far from be-
ing accidental, this power has
been handed to monopolies by
OUF SOVErnments.

Workers overlooked

Basically, global corpora-
tons drive inequality by using
their power to force wages down
and direet profits to the ultea-
wealthy. Oxfom’s analysis finds
that 791 million workers have
sean thelr wages fail to keep up
with inflation and as a result
have lost US §1.5 trillion over
the last two years, Women are
vastly overvepresented in the
ponteat-pabd and least

Arciued the world, corporate
power s relentlessly pushing Iuhs
the public sector, oo
el segregating access to \l'\t.11
seivices such 44 education, witer
ad healtheare, while snjoying
massive, taxpayer-backed profits.
This can gut govermments' ability
to deliver the type of high-guality,
undversal public services that can
reduce inequality.

The Remedy
The report besides bringing
out the glaring inequality glob
ally. also offers remedinl steps to
ease the balance of wealth,
Firstly, it says that the cor-
porate power should be reigned
i 1t conld be dome by building a
strong and effective state, which
is the best bulwark against cor-
porate power. Report urges the
governments to take a proactive
vole i shaping thelr econombes

for the common good. State mist
puarantes inequnlity-busting
public services including health-
care, educntion, care services aisd
food gecurity, by nvesting in pub-
lie transport, euergy, housing
and other public infrastrocture;

Secondly, the povernments
ineed 0 vae il power to mein in
th runaway power of corporates
anel prevent injustices across
their & ¢ chains, natiounlly
and internationally, They must
also stop the monopoly over
knowledge by  demoeratising
trade and ending the abuse of pat-
et rules that drive inequality.

Further, the corperations
must pay living wages and com-
mit to ensure climate and gender
justice: dividend payments amd
‘buybacks should be banned until
this is guaranteed. Trods v
must be supported, protected an
encouraged. CEOQs pay should
‘be capped. besides a parmanent
wealth tax and & permoanent ex-
«cess profit tax

Thirdly, the governments
ean nse their power to refnvent
and repurpose the private sector.
Thary can also use tax and other
economic instruments such as
public procurement to priori
tize equitable business models,
Mo economic aid or government
canitracts should be given to com-
‘pamnies that are missing their net
zero targets, paying below living
wages, or dodging taxes.

Thus, a more equal world
is possible, if the governments
effectively regulate and reimag-
ine the private sector.

However, in just the kust three
years, we have experienced o
global pandemic, wars, a cost-of-
living crisis and climate break
down. Each erisis has widened
the gulf - not so much betwesn
the rich and people living in pov
erty, but betwesn an oligarchic
few and the vast majority.

But in reality we are also not
conficlent that the remedial mea:
sures suggested by Oxfam will
ever zee the light of the day. in
view of the immense power em
joyed by the oligarchs,

Views expressed in the article

are the author's own and do not
necessarily represent the editoriol
stanee of Kashmir Observer
Ased Mirza is a Delhi-based
senior politicel and international
affirirs commrertator
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Power of Words

‘ords carTy a lot of pow

They can build nnl! ll-ﬂ

comfort and ealm, and

teach and fnspire. Con-
trarily, words can destroy and demol
ish. incite and enrage, and embarrass
ol demean. Their meanings crystal
ize perceptions that shape our beliefs,
drive our behaviour, and ultimately
creativour world, The power of words

has become inextricably linked to Delhi’s winter season.
These aren't really unforesesable weather events, Shouldn't
the airlines, the airport authorities and DGCA plan for
them? The inadequacy of infrastructurs facilities con be an
ticipated in advance and eorrective actions taken to prevent
chaos, Consldering the dramatie expansion of the airline
saetor in Indin — the numbar of operational airports in the
eountry has touched 148 — much more planning and prepa-
ration is called for,

langnage to create o brighter, more
nnnmns life, So, let us embroce the
power of words and use them to up-
lift. inspirve, and transform the world.
Said Mother Teresa: “Kind words can
be short and easy to speak. but their
echoss are truly endless.”

arises firom our emotionnl responses
when we , speal ar hear them.
The words we write or speak toothers
canl leave a huge impact and create a
lasting memory. sither good or bad, Tt
is therefore very important to choose
them wisely and use them properly.
Words are like music - when plaved
well, they can enchant and delight
the whole snvironment. And, words

are free, But, if used in o wrongful
and harmful manner, they even cost
you a mountain. Worlds hold ineredi-
e power to shape our lives. Positive
communication, rooted in empathy
ond understanding. can transform
relationships, boast air physical and
mental well-being, nnd inspire per-
sonal growth. By chooaing our words
carwfilly, we can harmess the power

The Indian Express Ranagamathan Sivakumer
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Re-inventing Stk Read Saga

Why Re-Opening the Silk Road
is Crucial for Asia and the World

Rita Farhat Mukand
Dr. Rizwan Rumi

Te Old Silk Road was so wide-
Iy used in the 4th century
that in the 21st Century, its
geopolitical significance led most
nations to wish for the same dom-
inance over this route. Charles
€ Mann, an American joumalist
and author believes that inven-
tons such as silk, paper, gunpow-
der, stirup, and moldboard plow
all started in Asia which led to
more complicated innovations in
the West which reached Europe
through the Silk Rosd.

The era in China of the 4th cen-
tury BC to 2nd century AD wil-
nessed an exponential silk crade
surge making China one of the
most prosperous nations, known
a5 the Land of Silk. This poute
started at Luoyang and Seyang
where the Silk Routes crossed
the Yellow River at Lanzhou, and
then followed the Gansu Corri-
dor. At Dunhuang, the route split
three ways. the northem branch
crossed  the Tianshan  Moun-
tains and the other two crossed
the Taklamakan Desert. The Silk
Route crossing China did not only
impact Northern China but the
history of the whole world.

The ancient silk route con-
nected land and sea routes link-
ing it with China, India, East Asia,
Persian Peninsular, South East
Asia, South Asia, Arabian Pen-
insula, East Africa, Central Asia,
and the Mediterranean as well as
Southern Europe, All ancient cit-
ies started thriving through this
trade and were equal stakehold-
ers with an unspoken language of
trust between each ather,

Trade activities were noticed
back 4000 years in Xinjiang.
During that time, green jade
Was 2 precious stone in Xinjjang
while silk became wildly popu-
lar. By 600 BC, godd, jacde and silk
became popular items among
merchants between Eurcpe and
Western Asia in the advanced
states. of the Fhou Dynasty.
Around 300 BC, civilizations
along the Silk Road including an-
cient Greece, Persia. Yyezhi and
the (Jin State had control over the
eastern parts of the Gansu Corri-
dor cmssing @ huge long valley
from Luoyang to Xinjiang,

Development of the trade route
started durirg the Han Empire
206 B to 220 AC. until hindered
by attacks of small nomadic tribes
from Central Asia on their rrade
caravans.

The reinforced developiment of
the Silk Road dates back to the
5th century BCE when Darius the
great Persian ruler built the first
royal road frem the Tigris River
to the Asian Sea. Besides facili-
Lating easy trade, the invasion of
Asia by the powerful Greek King
Alexander expanded into Asia by
conquering Samarkand (4 city in
South East Uzbekistan) and new
ones gave the idea of a connect-
ing bridge between China and Eu-
rope, The spreading eastward of
Greek, Egyptian, ndian and Per-
sian made the Silk Road’s passage
extensively sought after.

In the 7th century, the Tang
Dynasty touched its Golden Age,
The rise of the Mongols between
1207 AD and 1360 brought politi-
cal stability which promoted the
Silk Road, Western travellers such
as the Venetian traveller Marco
Polo went on the Silk Road con-
tredled by the East between 1271
and 1295 was very impressed by
his discoveries in the East led him
to say that the East was far more
developed and innovative than
the West.

During this fime, o protect
their trade mutes, in 138 BCE, a
general was sent as an envoy to
the Western regions. to scout out
the territory and to form an anti-
NMinglang alliance with the West-
em people to build trade relation-
ships with them. He returned to
the Han Empire with stories of
highly developed civilized soci-
eties in the West sharing about
their wide diversity of products
over the Western borders. It was
not long before silk and jade were
exchanged for horses and cotton
by diplomats. This marked the

formal beginning of the Silk Road
trade bringing silks and ceram-
ics to other parts of the world. At
the end of the Han Empire’s rule
in 220 AD, it was split into three
warring states, Wi, Shu and Wu
marking the beginning of the
three kimgdom periods.

During the ancient Roman Em-
pire era, the demand for Chinese
silk rose to levels that roval orders
were passed to ban Chinese silk
and went as far as calling Chi-
nese silk immoral| However, the
Eastern Roman Empire was so ob-
sessed with Chinese silk thar they
got spies to steal the silkworm
eges and leamed the secrets of

making Chinese silk. They pro-
deced silk in the Byzantine Em-
pire, but Chinese silk was still
superior|

Indian and Chinese Connec-
tions:  For thousands of years,
India and China have been con-
nected by two silk routes, the
Overdand Silk Road and the lesser-
known Maritime Silk Road trans-
porting silk, spices, and other lux-
ury goods, Maritime Silk Roures
have powerlul evidence rhat an-
clenit Asia was deeply connected,
used by Hindu Brahmans and
Buddhist monks, by diplomats
and adventurers, used for trade,
cultural expansion, diplomacy, pi-
racy, and raicds.

India has twelve very important
Silk Road sites that used to play a
big role in ancient trade through
the Silk Road such as Indra prastha
(im New Delhi), Shravasti (in Ut-
tar Pradesh |, Kushinagar {in Uttar
Pradesh)l, Jammu and Kashmir,
Fumnjab, Uttarakhand. Kaushambi
{in Urtar Pradesh} Vaishali (in
Bihar), Vikramshila (in Bihar),
Arikamedu (in Puducherry) Ka-
veripattinam (in Tamil Nadu)
and Malasopara [in Maharashtra)
where gold was exported from
this town, All these 12 main sites
assoclated with the Silk Road are
on UNESCO's tentative list includ-
ing the ruins of ancient Vaishali in
Bihar. the Remains of Vikramshila
Anclent University, and Buddhist
sites like HKushinagar, Srawasti,
Kaushambi, and Ahichhatra in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

The Silk Route wasn't merely
about trade; it was an informa-
tion superhighway, facilitating
the exchange of ideas, art, and sci-
ence, Greek art lowed into India,
Buddhism spread globally, and
Chinese travellers like Fa Hein
and Hiuen Tsang visited India
through these mutes. The Arabs
gained knowledge from India and
China, shaping new sciences like
Algebra,

In Sikkim. the Silk Route s an
offshoot of an ancient trade rouze
orignating from Lhasa, passing
through Mathula Pass and reach-
ing the port of Tamralipta in West

Bengal. This less-travelled route,
known as the South West Silk
Route, connected [he Yunan Prow-
ince of China to Titet and India
trading in horses, tea, sugar, salt.
copper, and cotton. The route's
history is intertwined with the
rise and fall of empires and the
exchange of cultures along its
path.

Frogn the third and fourth cen-
turies BCE, Southeast Asian coun-
tries started becoming Indianized
linguistically, politically, and re-
lighoussly where Hindu and Bud-
dhist thoughts stamed to domi-
nate, and dance styles and forms
of art were taken from India.

THE NEW SILK ROAD

Now in modem times, the New
Silk Road travels wia the Suez
Canal in Egypt where Asian and
European trade flourishes. in the
20th century, dus to Woarld Wars
1.and 2, along with the Cobd Wars,
the Silk Routes
were  subdued.
During the 1940s,
with the growth
of Chinese in-
dustrialization
and trade, the
Sk Road  was
revived, Chi
cused on Central

= | The New Silk Road

through Belarus and Poland.
WHY IS IT WITAL TO REVIVE THE SILK
RoADT?

It Will Challenge Western Hege-
mony and Bring Political Balance
o the World.

In today’s modemn world, when
we envision power and money,
we immediately think of Western
nations, but the Silk Road out-
dates every modern trade. The
Silk Road may be the answer to
challenge Western hegemony and
its world dominance,

With Western dominance, the
East appears o become slaves
to the West, Western decisions

on the global stage abways have
their last say without any chal-
lengers, The disconnection of the
Silk Road disunited the East and
Middle East and fear and distrust
were created between nations in
the East.

Due to ‘Western imperialism,
radicalization
in the Middic
East  especially
rose as counter-
attacks on  the
West, which the

o0 i

their advanrage
to “prove” that
Easterners were

Asia, Central Eu- connections can barbaric  and
mg:- amli "‘fﬂ'fl-d counter Western sag‘sn_ 0
ina lanche inas  flag-
jts Belt and Roga | cOMtrol over Asia ship seheme, the
initiative in 2013 where their “Pivot Belt and Road
concmie ek | Asia”canbe vt the ol
and  the 21st challenged. Silk cal and cultural
“m"n:'llc I'\:arcii- Routes would be :ti‘gllgiun:; ;‘:\
Chins vitoroussy | oPenednot only coming_days,
invested in A~ | fortrade but for Eurasia_consist-
G sy v | OeiotsonirI | 132D
Africa igmugh Asia and the Middle the Ar.l-hlan Nn-‘
East Africa and [East, which would insula, Indian
North and  Cen- strengthen these Peninsular, go-
tral Africa was ti inst ing all the way
fuidly connected nations agains to the Mediter-
through  South- Western dominance ranean  would
em Europe, and unbalanced and pave 2 power-
Presently, ed Ful passage and
through rail con- unreasonable rules message o the
r!ecn'un, Central world.
Europe and near The New Silk
the North Sea, Road  connec-
Poland is being tions can coon-

connected. There

5 a railway net-

work  through

which China,

Russia, Mongolia, and Kazakhstan
are being connected called the
Eurasian Land Bridge now called
the New Silk Road - a new net-
work working its route into Eu-
rope,

The Trans-Surasia Logistics is
a joint veniture of companies be-
twieen China, Germany and Russla
to connect China with Germany

ter Western
control over Asia
wihere their “Piv-
ol to Asia” can
be challenged. Silk Routes would
be opened not only for trade but
far harmonious unity in Asia and
the Middle East, which would
strengthen these nations against
Western dominance and unbal-
anced and unreasonable rules,
Eurasia would pave a powerful
passapge and message now with
the limitations of the United Na-

tions which used to be more rel-
evant in the 1950s-1960s. In fact,
during the arack on Gaza. China
halds the same view as India, be-
ing a proponent of a two-state
solution contends that the Pal-
estinian people are engaged in a
struggle for national rights, and
this cause deserves unwavering
support,

Demonstrating their backing,
Chinese  Prime  Minister  Mah-
mowd Abbas visited Beijing in
June, marking the initial visit by
an Arab leader to China this year,
Following this, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang asserted that [s-
rael had exceeded the bounds of

self-defense in its military opera-
tions in Gaza. One can conclude
that the new BRICS alliance will
start speaking more strongly
against human rights abuses. On
January 11, 2023, South Africa, the
only nation in the world to speak
ufy Against Israel’s attack on Gaza
presented its case at the United
Mations highest court, aiming
to halt the widespread killing of
civilians in Gaza lsrael accusing
them of carrying out genocide
agaiist Palestindans in Ehe region
Mations only have power when
they have money and military
strength which keeps more pow-
erful nations in line and speaking.
up against unreasonable Western
hegemony will bring more bal-
ance and peace into the warld,

REVIVAL OF TRADE THROUGH THE
SILK ROAD WILL REMOVE AN IMAGI-
MARY FEAR OF CHIMA

‘The 5ilk Road and BRICS togeth-
er will remove an imaginary fear
of China. Some Western theorists
have propagated teachings that
the “Yellow Army™ will march
across the mountains and take
over the world and with these
waorries: a lot has been done to
ourb China,

In the ancient world, while
there were conguaests and battles,
peace and trade also flourished.
Teday, the world has evolved with
modernization, technelogy, the
Internet, knowledge, and social
awareness. These aims of global
peace are still shaping; however,
the fresh modern 21st-century
renaissance of science, ans, and
growth is not as keen on colonis-
ing or taking over nations as in the
past. Mations such as the United
Kingdom and Europe which colo-
mised most of the East and Africa
have taken a step back. Asia today
mainly focuses on trade, money,
and good global relations along
with reviving  industrialization
and trade with other nations. The
formation of BRICS, an intergov-
ernmental organdsation compris-
ing Brazil, Russia, Indla, China,
South Afnca, Egypt, Ethiopia, lran,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab

Emirates proves so.

lronically, with all its criti-
cisms, U5, trade with China has
grown widely in recemt decades
and while they may hate to ad-
mit it openly, trade Between them
is vital for both nations, Today,
China is ome of the largest export
markets for the LS. The surge in
trade between the United States
amd China gained momentum
over the two decades following
China's accession to the World
Trade Organization in 2001, While
this trade has brought advantages
1o consumers and businesses in
both nations, there is growing ap-
prehension among Washington
officials regarding the potential
hazards assoclated with Bejjing's
state-driven development, Presi-
dent Biden has opted to uphold
tariffs on Chinese goods and im-
plement additional trade restric-
thons as part of an initiathe fo
redefine the bilateral relationship.

Thie revival of the Siltk Road will
draw out the Eastern world's en-
treprencurial spirit and develop
It Innovative powers, to link with
each other culturally reviving an-
ciedit traditions and this itsell is a
cause for celebration and wnity.
The buildup of Eastern confidence
and self-assertion, mew  inven-
tions and growth will spring up.

The MNew Silk Road goes wia
the Suez Canal in Egypt where
Asian and European trade flour-
ishes. During the 1990, with the
growth of Chinese industrializa-
tion and trade, the Silk Road was
revived. China focused on Central
Asia, Central Europe, and Africa.
‘With this, 40 percent of the world
trade was established through the
silk Road, concentrated mainly
thratgh its Maritime Routas,

AR present, in the Maritime Silk
Rinad, several ceep water ports are
being developed to have seamless
connectivity through roads, rail-
ways and ports, China connects 1o
major cities such as Hanoi, Kuala
Lumpur Jakarta, Singapore, and
Colombao through these routes. In
the West, the Silk Road connects
1o Ojibouti, the Red Sea, Haifa 15
tanbul Athens, Italy, and the Adri-
atic Sea,

Presemtly, through rail connec-
tion, Central Europe and near the
North Sea, Poland i3 being con-
nected.  There is a railway net-
work through which China, Rus-
sia, Mongoha, and Kazakhstan are
being connected called the Eur-
asian Land Bridge now called the
New Silk Road - a new network
working its mute into Eunope.

The Trans-Surasia Logistics o5
a joint venture of companies be-
tween China, Germany and Russia
to connect China with Germany
throngh Belarus and Poland,

Inthe ancient world, there were
equivalent shareholders such a5
South Asia. South East Asia. and
Central Asia. The new Silk Road
will have a larger geographic
spread compared to the obd Silk
Road covering Africa going all
the way to Latin America. China
Is trying to reach Nairobi through
rail with fresh ambition o reach
the Arctic Ocean through the
Northern Sea Route,

‘With good trade comes bhright-
er fortune and cenfidence. Fear
makes countries do weird things
and this fear will leave when moss
of the nation's stand on an equal
platform. The golden ages of the
past always signified periods of
rest, peace, wealth and harmoiny
and this is what the revival of
the new Silk Road can do for the
world,
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HK Hyundai, Unveiled The new Hyundai CRETA

Srinagar; HK Hyundal (An authorized
Dealer of HMIL, Located at Arlwajan
Bypass Srinagar) unveiled the highly
awiited new Hyundai CRETA. Building
om the success & legacy of the CRETA
brand, the new Hyundai CRETA.
promises a paradigm shift with cut-
ting-tdge technobogy, segment defin-
img safety, exhilarating performance
and comfort & convenience features
The new Hyundal CRETA stands un
chalienged, embadying the essence of
the Undisputed Utimate. The start-
Img price of new Hyundai CRETA is Rs
10,99,890 (#x-showroom),

Mr, Riaz Ahmad Wani [Marketing
Head, J&K Bank) unveiled the new
Hyundai CRETA in presence of all the
directors of HK Group, All employees,
Customess, Media groups et joined
the unveiling ceremony and praised
the event.

Speaking at the unveiling of the

Yagooh Mir (Managing Director, HK
Hyundal], sabd, “Hyundal CRETA is a
brand beloved by India, captivating
ovier 9 Lakh customers, and counting,
It made India ‘Live the SUV life’. The
new Hyundal CRETA with its com
manding read presence, segment
leading features. inchiding advanced
Lewel 2 ADAS safety suite, powerful 1.5
Litre Turba GDI angine and a gamut of
convenience and active & passive safe
Iy features, is set to redeline the SUV
landscape in India once again. We
are confident that the new Hyundai
CRETA will not just uphold bus clevate
the strong legacy of the CRETA brand,
remaining. the Undisputed. Ultimare,
SUV in the country & especially in our
beautiful valley of Kashmir®,

The Undsputed. Ultimare  SUV
Is complemented by its brand am-
bassadars who are the epitome of
Undisputed, Ultimate in the Indian

packed teasers, HMIL announced Mr.
Shali Rukh Khan and Ms, Deepika
Padukone as the faces of this block-

emvisions them as a perfect catalyst
to bridge the gap between HMILS
outting-edge automaobiles and the as-

demographic
Mr, Shabir Baba (GM, HK Hyundai),

Said. "Based on Hyundal's Global
Design  Language of ‘Sensuous
Sportiness, ~ The new  Hyundai

CRETA is Joaded with advanced and
Hi-tech features - Quad Beam LED
Headlamps, Hyundai SmanSense
Level 2 ADAS, Voice Enabled Smart
Panoramic Sunroof, conpected 2600
cm HO Infotalmment & 3603 cm
Digwal Cluster, Premium  Inferors,
Drive Mede Select, Traction Control
Maodes, Bose Fremiom Sound Systeim
(8 Speakers), Paddle Shifters, The new
Hyundai CRETA shall offer Advanced
Blue Link conmected car service with
over T0 features, The strong body
structure of the new Hyundai CRETA
is forged with liberal amount of ad
vanced and high strength steel of
lering a protective shell for all the
occopants, The body structure has

like crash members, [oor, side sill and
crash pad to improve structural rigid
Ity and energy absorption. Thus, en-
suring high level of crashworthiness,
As 2 testament of Hyundai's phikoso
phy of standardizing safety, the new
Hyundai CTRETA features 36 Standard
Safety Features and over 70 Advanced
Safety Features.

Mr. Irshad Ahmad Bhat [
Hyundail, Said, the new
CRETA offérs  customers

¥
supetion
prace of mind for a happy Life and
quality time. With 3 Years unlimited
ke warranty and Road Side Assistance

(RSA} customers can sit back and en
Joy their ownership experience of the
new Hyundai CRETA. To further dem
onstrate Hyundal's customer centric
DNA, the all-new Creta will be offered
with up 1o 3 years shictd of trusting
running repair package and up to 5
wyears shield of trust super perindic

new  Hyundal CRETA, Mr Umar  film

industry.

Through an action

CONTD.FROM FRONT PAGE

buster SUY, This exciting partnership,

pirations of the young and dymamic

been further reinforced on key areas

maintenance package,

Tourists Forge
Gulmarg bowl, had to go back disappointed

due to the Jack of smowfall

However, the only sitver lining & the snow ar
Sinthan Top which has retained some amoung
and s prowviding some solace to the visitors, the
officials added,

Al weise off-Deat destination. Sinthan
Top is AlTracring tourises in hordes tese days
a5 local travel agents redirect the visitors to the
spot to experience Some snow.

“There 15 no snow elsewhere in Kashmir in
the month of January, but my heart filled with
joy when | reached heve, The weather is very
good, Kashmir is truly a para sald Aslamy
Saleem, a tourist from Dhaka, Bangladesh who
wisited Sinthan Top to see snow,

“This Is 2 very nkce place. | am here with my
Lamily, and we became very happy when we
arrived. Whe are enjoying it wery much,” anoth.
er tourist from Bangladesh said,

Vaishald, & tourist from MPs Bhopal, said
they changed their plans when they heand
about snow at Sinthan Top,

“Ewcept for this place, 5 TIOW SH0W
anywhere in the whole of Kashmir. We had
plans of visiting Aru and Beetab valleys, but,
whent we came 1o know Ehat there is snow fall
in Sinthan Top, we changed our plans. We are
enjaying it 5o much here and are happy that we
changed our plans,” she said.

Local trave] agents were now advising tour-
it [0 inchade Sinthan Top in their ilineraries,

“The tour operators are providing options
ta the tourises to change thelr itinerary and go
e places like Sinthan Top (o see snow, Many
tourists are opting to go to Sinthan Top rather
than other places in Pahalgam becanse of snow
there.” President of Travel Agents Association
of Kashmir (TAAK) Reul Tramboo, told P

He said the tourism players in the valliey 2
wartied in the absence of snowlall and the
mongh of Jamuary has been a “total loss",

“The bookings have come down 75-80 per
cent. Tourists wsed to come here for snow espe-
cially at Gulmarg and then it uged to trickle to
ather places including Srinagar. But, now, t
is 2 boss ar the source as GuImarg s snow-less,
he said

Tramboo sdid the tour operators were now
providing an option o the tourists to delay
their visits till February or March

“We are trying our best to retain bookings.
Bt wie aie not sute about the snow.” he added

Asil Burza, 1 young hatelier wh is the man-
aging director of Ahad Hotels and Resorts, said
bookings and tourist arrivals have decreased,
b re was hope still for a boom,

“Many Tourists come to Kashmir to experi-
ence smow. fn thie dbsence of it at many pro
nent destinations, tourises are preferring to
wisit places like Sinthan Top, We [mpp there i
snowfall and the numbers increase” Burza told
PTI

Experts have said that studies show the gla
clers in Jammu and Kashmir have dw indled by
23 per cent in the last six decades, while 48 per
cent of them could vanish by the century’s end
even with moderate climate change,

Earth scientist and glaciology expert,
Shakeel Abmad Remshoo, has voiced concerns,
highlighting the significance of snow and g
ciers for J-K and Ladakh.

The scientist has noted that ander dimate
change and [ncreasing temperatures, the gla
ciers i the region were melting.

“The other thing that i hippenisg in this
region under the climate change is that we get
less smowfall and comparatively we get more

raitilall,” he said.

An official of the Indis Meteorological
Department (IMD} said there has been a
large deficit in winter snawfall in Jammui and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Ladakh this year and the situation is unlikely
to change before Republic Day.

According to the IMD's data, December 2023
saw 79-per cent defscit rainfall, while the first
half of Jamsary this year has also been I.|r"t‘l_','
dry except for a one-time Light snowfall
places like Curez.

Ayushman Health

Jan Arogya Yojana (AR PM-JAY) o inclode
Kisan Samman Nidhi recipients, construction
workers, non-cogl mine workers and ASHA
workers in the next three years

“In order 1o @nsure that serivus illnesses
requiring expenditure of more than Rs 5 lakh
such & nsplants and high-cost cancer treat
ments etc. are also covered under AB PMJAY,
the ministry is warking on finalising a propos
al to increase the cover amount {rom Rs 5 likh
per family per year to Rs 10 lakh per family per
yiear from 2023 mwards,” the sources said

The increass in coverage o Rs 10 1 (5]
family per year and increase in bencficiary
o 100 crore individuals will imvobve an
additin allocation of Rs 12,076 crome per an
i aurces stared

The scheme has successfully catered to 6.2
crore hospital admissions amounling to more
than Re 78157 crore till now since its launch
In 2018,

I ehe beneficiary bad avalled the same treat-
meent on his own outside the ambat of AB PM-
JAY, the total cost of the treatment would have
gome up nearky two times, the official said

Thie bpnulgrr alkocared for Ayushman Bharat
PM-JAY [or the financial year 2023-24 is Rs
7200 crore, which is kely tomore than double
to around Rs 15,000 crore in the fnancial year
2025,

The AB PMIAY crossed the milestone of gen-
erating 30 crore Ayushman cards on Jamsary
12

With 4.83 crore cards, Uttar Pradesh rops the
list of states having the maximum Ayushman
cards, Madlya Pradesh and Mabarashira stand
ar mumber two and three positions with 378
crore and 2.39 crore Ayushman cands respec-
tively, they sald

Eleven stated have more than one crore
Ayushman card holders

The flagship scheme being implemented by
the Mational Health Authority (NHA) aims to
provide health cover of Rs 5 1akh per (amily per
year for secondary and Tertiary care hospitali-
sation to 12 crore beneficiary families.

Ayushman card creation is the mosk funda
mental activicy under the Ayushman Bharat
PM-JAY and concerted efforts are being made
to ensure that every beneficiary umder the
scheme has an Avushman card, the ministry
said,

Ayushman card creation has been included
I the on-spot services being offered dur-
ing the Viksit Bl Sankalp Yatra launched
on November 15 } with the Intent to en
sure sapuration of different schemes of the
government.

“The scheme is striving to achieve gender
parity along with regional parity and income
parity in access to healtheare services wigh
A9 per centt Ayushman cards ssued to female
beneficiaries. Also, 48 per cent of tredtment
provided under the scheme has been availed

females,” the official said, adding gender

equity is part of core desigh of the scheme,

Entry In Forests

often imvolving individuals carmying com
bustible iems, These actions pose & threal o
profected arcas for animals, In the event of
such incidents, there is a likelihood of wild
animals moving towards human habizario
officials rold Kashmir Obsérver,

The wildlife protected areas include Brain/

Mishat Comgervation Reserve, Dachigam
Marional Park, Dara Conservatson Reserve,
Khrew/Khanmoh  Conservation  Reserve,

Wd]lgﬁlll Conservation Reserve and Thijiwas
Wildlife Sanctuary,

Two Injured

fire-fighting operation on Wednesday, an of-
ial caid,

An official twld the news agency the persis
tent dry spell and droaght-like conditions have
bed to forest Tires in Khull Chimmer, Banimalia,
and other areas

Hie =aid that District Disaster Maha nt
Wotunteers Kulgam, along with employess of
Special Forest Diviston Kulgam, SORF Kulgam,
and local vabunteess have extinguished 70 per-
cent of the fire.

“Faroog Ahmad Khan and Ashig Hussain
Zargar, forest department cmployees, sus
rained injuries during the firefighting opera
ion, Both have becn shifted to the hospical for
preatment and are said to be out of danger” the
officialsaid,

ED Attaches

10-15 lakh for a seat, it sald

The D said the prabe found that the money
wias recetved in the persenal accounts of the ac
eused 28 well as the accounts of Al-Jabar Trust.
weliich was meant for charitable purposes,

“These accounts were used for the purpose
of receiving funds from the students and fur
rher ploughed | ploughing] into terrorist activi
Fies in Inclia in various ways such as diseribut-
kg money to stone pelters, providing money to
the tefrorists hased in J&E on the instructions
of Pakistan handlers such as Manzoor Ahmad
Shat, Altaf Ahumad Bhat e1c.” the agency said
Light Rain, Snow

Celsius on Tuesday night, up from the previ-
aus night's minus 4.6 degrees Celsius, he said

Qaragund recorded a low of minks 316 de-
grees Celsius while the mercury dropped 1o
minus 3.2 degrees Celsius in the ski resort of
Gulmarg in morth Kashmir

Fahalgam in south Kashmir's Anantmag dis-
trict, which serves as ome of the base camps
for the snnosl Amarnath Yatra, recorded a
minimum temperature of minus 3.9 degrees
[

The minimum femperature in Kokernag
town settled at minus 1.1 degrees Celsius and
b Kupwara, at minus 4,3 degrees Celsios,

A dry and largely snowless winter in
Kashmir has resulted in freczing nights and
searmer-than-usual days as the day rempera-
beres in Srinagar are mare than eight notches
above normal for this time of the year, the of-
Ticial said,

Kashmir g currently under the grip of
“Chilla-i-Kalan™, a 40-day harsh winter pe-
riod when a cold wave sweeps the region and
remperatures drop considerably, leading m
the freezing of water bodies as well 38 warer
in pipes.
hances of snowfiall are the highest dur
ing this period and most areas, particularly the

higher resches, receive heavy snowlll,

Kashmir & going through a prolonged dry
spell and a 79-per cent deficit in rainfall was
recorded for December. while there has been
I precipitation in most parts of the valley in
the Tirst fortnight of lanuary,

There has been ne snewfall in mast of the
[Plain areas of Kashmir, while the upper resch-
o8 of the valley have received lesser-than-usual
amount of snow. The meteorological depart-
ment has forecast a largely dry weather ill
January

“Chilli-i-Kalan"
[wriths PTT imrut s}

Iran’s Attack in

Mumitaz Zahra Baloch, the spokesperson for
Pakistan's Foreign Minstry, anngunced that
Istamabrad was recalling its ambassador to fran
aver the strikes.

“Last night's unproveked and blatant breach
of Pakistan's sovereignry by Iran is a violation
of international law and the purposes and
principles of the charer of the United MNations,”
she said in 2 tetevised address

Baioch added that Pakistan agked the Iranian
ambassador, who was visiting Tehran when
the attack took place, not to return. Iran did not
immediately acknowledge Pakistan's decision

Reports in Irandan media sald the elie
Revolutionary Guard targeted bases belonging
1o the terror group “Jaish al-Adl® which Iran
las Tought in border areas and which it says s
Tunded by the US and its regional ailies.

Sy bamb-carrying drones and ockets
seruck homes that the group claimed housed
s of the Mghters.
r0s shared by the Baluch activist group
urpartedly from the sire, showed 3
burning buikling and two charred corpses.

However, there were signs that Pakistan was
trying to contain any anger over the strike, The
('C.‘|(|1l[y" [}'|>|l'.l| |"'ﬂlﬂ \r\flh'll and natlonalisthc
media covered the sttack Wednesday with un
usual restraint.

|ranian state media contimied 1o ignore the
striles, instead discussing a foint naval drill
liehd by the Pakistani and the Iranian navies in
the Persian Gull on Teesday, Pakistani officials
acknowledged the drill bait said it came before
Iran's strikes.

Iranjan  Forelgn  Minister  Hossein
Amirabdallaliian, while speaking to the Warkl
Economic Forum in Daves, Switzerland, ac-
knowledged that Tehran had carried out the
attacks In Pakiszan, He defended the action
while repeatedly being told by an interviewer
thar Pakistan had condemmed the attack.

Iran also said Revolutionary Guard forces
killed a suspected Jaish al-Adl member in Rask
near the Pakistani border, Activists had de
scribed seeing dromes and aireralt overhead ar
the site.

Pakistani defense analyst Syed Mubammad
Alisaid the government would weigh any po
rential rezaliation carefully.

The country’s air defense and missile sys-
tems are primarily deployed along the castern
border to respond to potential threats from
India. Bast it might consider taking some mea
sures to respond to such strikes from its wes-
ern border with Afghanistan and Iran, Al said.
b al-Adl was founded in 2012, and
Irandan officials believe it largely operates i
Pakistan. The group has claimed bombings and
kidnapped members of I
the past. n December, suspected Jaish al-Adl
members killed 11 people and wounded sight

will end on Jaouary 31

others in a nighttime attack on a police station
i southeastern Iran. Another recent attack
lilled another police officer in the area,

In 2019, Jaish al-Adl claimed responsibil
ity for 2 seicide bombing Cargeting 2 bus that
killed 27 members of Iran's Rewdutionary
Cuard,

Iran has suspected that Pakiscan is hosting
insurgents, possibly at the behest of its re-
gional archrival, Smedi Arabia, However, Iran
and Saud| Arabia reached a Chinese-mediated
détente in March, easing tensions. Pakistan,
mednwhile, has Mamed Iran in the past for
militant attacks targeting its security for

It remains unclear why Iran launched the
attack now, particularly as its foreign minister
met with Pakistani caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Hag Kakar the same day ai the
Warld Econamic Forum in Davas.

Kakar has yet to comment publicly on the
attacks.

His predecessor, Shehbaz Sharif, said he was
shocke d xl ml’ breach of SOvereignry, Wriring

i Haluchistan provinee, a8 well
a5 Irans neighboring Sistan and Baluchestan
province, has faced 4 low-Jevel insurgency by
Baluch nationalists for maore than two decades,
They inigially wanted a share of provincial re
sources, but later inittated an insurgency for
ndependence

Kashmir Fruit

of Botany, highlighted the impact of insul-
ficient chilling periods on bud production and
Mowering intrees. He explained that if tempera-
tures rise in February, leading to bod and flower
sprouting. sulisequent rain or snow coubd resilt
in flower drop due to inadequate pollination, ul-
timately affecting it production

“The continuous dryness may cause 2 de
chime |J| the water tal affecting irvigation in
rainfed orchards and impacting frudt qualicg”
Malik said.

According to experts, the dry spell raises
concems about frost damage to new frudr plan
tations, particularly in the lower and upper
liills, as Cissues of younger plants are suscepii-
ble to freezing in frost incidents, Moreover, the
lack of moisture increases the valnerabiligy of
fruls trees o pest attacks, they added.

Growers ciods Kashmir are very imuch woi-
ried due to prolonged dry spells as they fear it
will lead to their bosses.

They said that after the carly sprouting of
Mowers, there usually remains erratic weather
i spring due to which (owers (all, thereby re-
during guantity besides putting an impact on
the quanitity of the fruit

Notably, there has been deficient rinfall in
Kashmir since October lastyear. Lastweek, after a
gap of over a decade, Stinagar, the summer capital
of Jamumo & Bashmir, recorded 15 degrees Celsius
as previously in the-year 2016, the mercury in the
Ciry lsad gome up to 15,8 degrees Celsius

LG Released

the publication Writer Mushtag Barg and
literary activist Sheikh Waseem Ahmad were
dlso present.
Video Gamers

by papers inchded In this review, probably
xcied permissible sound expasure limits, and
are thus engaging inunsale |
which could put them at risk for developing
permanent hearing less andfor tinnitus,”

Aes
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Govt. Orders Probe Into
Installation Of Fencing
Across 10 Jails

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Government has ordered a
high-level probe into irregu-
larities committed during in-
stallation ef power fencing sys-
tems across 10 prisons of the
Union Territory,

The J&K government has
constituted a2 three-member
committee to probe fnto the
irregularities committed dur-
ing the execution of the proj-
ect "supply and installation of
power fencing across 10 jails of
the Union Territary of J&K",

Details available with the
nmews agency reveal that the
© i ises Director

cer, Home Deparrment,
According to terms of refer-
ence of the enguiry, the pane]
shall examine all aspects of the
case, including actions taken
by officials of Prison Depart-
ment at the time of {ssuing the
supply order and the process
followed while allotting CMWC/|
AMC contract, without adher-
Ing to the terms and conditions
of tender of the proje
The committee shall fix the
responsibility for acts of omis-
slon % commission on part of
the officers/ officials of the
Prison organization.

The panel has been asked to
submit its report along with its

General Prisons, Commissioner
Secretary, General Administra-
tion Department and Financial
Advisor| Chiel Accounts Offi-

rec oK gov-
ermment within a pe of 30

days—{KNO)

92% Of Anantnag Youth,

Aged 14-18, Use Smartphones
For Social Media: Report

Agencies

SRINACAR: In a survey con-
ducted by Annual Status of Ed-
ucation Report (ASER ), at Jeast
75 percent youth aged 14 1o 18
year in south Kashmir's Anant-
nag district have done at least
one education related activity
in the week prior o
the survey as com-
pared to 92.7 per-
cent who used any
social media,

According to the
Annual Status of
Education  Repart
(ASER) 2023 report
accessed by the news
agency, “In Anantnag,

974 percent of youth had a
smart phone at home*

The report suggests that ac
least 98] percent youth were
reported being able o use a
smartphone; among males this
proportion was 984 percent
and among females it was 978
PErcent.

Of those who could use a
smartphane, 63.2 percent males
had their own smart phone as
compared to 3318 percent of
their female counterpans,

“Among all those who could
wse a smartphone, 75.7 percent
did at least one education re-

lated activity in the week prior
to the survey as compared o
82,7 percent who used any so-
cial media.” it reads.

The report further states
that a high proportion of youth
used soctal media i the refer-
ence week, a far smaller pro-
portion knew how to access its
safety features like hlacking
a profile, making a pro-
file private, ¢1c,

“In Anantnag, 73.5
percent could bring
& smartphone to do
digital tasks and of
these, BG.1 percent

could do the task of
setting an alarm, 93.2

pereent could browse the
mternet te find information,
57.0 percent could use Google
Maps and 948 percent could
find a YouTube vides. Across all
diggital tasks, males outperform
Fernabes.” it reads.

Pertinently, ASER 2023 ‘Be-
yond Basics’ was released on
Wednesday in New Delhi ro-
day—putting the spotlight on
youth aged 14 to 18 years in
rural India,

In Jammu and Keshmir, the
ASER 2023 survey was cof-
ducted in Anantnag by volun-
teers from the Human Welfare
Foundation—{KnO)

Silk Industry Boost:
Cocoon Bank Fund Raised
To Rs. 3.50 Crore

KO NEWS SERVICE

4 huge gathering

SRINAGAR: Director Senicul-
ture J&K, Ajaz Ahmad Bhat on
Wednesday  Inaugurated a
one-tay Resham Krishi Mela ar
P-4, Basic Seed Farm, Manasbal

In the event more than 500
Silkworm Rearers{ youths from
all districts of Kashmir partici-
pated with great enthusiasm
and fervor,

On the occasion, the Direc-
tor Sericulture &K Felicitated
20 progressive Silkworm rear-
ers and 5 Sericulture Entrepre-
neurs with memento, certifi-
cates, and tool kits as a token of
appreciation.

The event was jointly orga-
nized by the Sericulture Dev
Department &K and Central
Sericulture Research & Training
Institute, CSB, Pampore, show-
casing the achievernents of the
sericulture  community who
have relentlessly  dedicated
themselves for the welfare of
the sericulture sector. farmers
and silkworm rearers.

The Director Sericulture JaK
also released various booklets)
rﬂmphlﬂs on the occasion ex-
nibiting technical actvities and
information related o the seri-
culture pracrices as a whole,

The  stalls  highlighting
various Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme
(HADP}, ULT level schemes, and
anarray of sillkfmulberry prod-
ucts were set up by the Serscul-
ture Dev. Department |&K, C58,
Pampore, and various Emntre-
preneurs of LT of .

of Silkworm Rearers and Seri-
culture  Entreprencurs, Direc-
tor Sericulbure assured the full
support of the Department for
providing technical guidance of
sericulture activities, including
Silkworm Rearing, Reeling, and
Weaving.

He informed that the Depart-
ment has also enhanced its Co-
coon Bank Revolving Fund from
Rs. 70 lakh to Rs. 3.50 Crore for
local Reeling Unit holders for

Ladakh’s Apricot Growers
Sound Alarm Over

Dry Spell

Unprecedented

SRINACAR: The cruclal part
of winter is almost nearing its
end and it has not snowed yet
in Ladakh.

Like the rest of the farm-
ers, the current weather par
tern has doubled the worries
of Sadig Hardassi, an apricot
farmer of Hardas willage in
Kargil district of Ladakh, who
has been associated with the
cultivation of this fruit for
many decades.

“Snow is a blessing for apri-
cot farmers of Ladakh. Our
livelihood is determined by the
crop, which we harvest to sell
in various paris of the country,
No snow means a death blow
o the apricod trees.” he said as
Per nEws agency,

Like Sadig. hundreds of apri
cot farmers in the high-alt
tude region of Ladakh are ex-
pressing growing concems as
they grapple with an unusual
snowless and dry winter,

Traditionally reliant on a
blanket of snow for irmigation,
the absence of snow is posing
significant challenges to the
cultivation of apricats, 4 vital
crop for the region,

“We are experiencing a
snowless winter for the first
time here. Farmers of Ladakh
particularly from Kargil dis-
trict are very much worried

because of the topography of
the area, Farmers know that
they won't be able to manage
irrigation for apricot orchards
in Spring time when it doesn't
or snows less during winter,”
Sadlle said,

He said the farmers ideally
need to irrigate their apricot
orchards once in every 10 days
to ensure quality frult during
the season.

“The main source of irriga-
tion for our orchards is glacial
water, We are worried that
our apricot trees will wither
if there is no tmely snowfall
during winter. It will be a big
loss to the apricot farmers of
Ladakh, who harvest apricots
worth Rs 10 crore during the
season,” Sadig said.

Ladakh's apricot erchards are
known for their rebust and fla-
vorful produce, with the winter
season playing & crucial role in
the fruit's development. Grow-
15 said the atsence of snow
and dry conditions are dissupt-
img the natural growth cyche of
apricots, affecting the guality
and guantity of the harvest,

Mohammad Jawed, another
apricot farmer said the current
dry weather may affect the
health of apricot trees.

“Apricot trees require ad-
equate molsture during their
dormancy period, and the cur-
rent comditions may impact the
owverall health of the orchards.
%o, there must be a rimely
snowfall so that the earth re-
Laing moisture,” he said—{KND)

Winter Of Despair For Kashmir's

Line Producers,

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: As snowfall con-
tinues to elude the picturesque
valley of Kashmir, local line
producers and others associ-
ated with the Indian film in-
dustry are in a state of despair
as shooting requests are drying
up due to a snowless winter.
The mighty mountains of
Pir Panjal region, which are
draped in a thick white blanket
of snow during this time of the
season, are bare, highlighting
the climatic changes gradu-
ally sweeping the Himalayan
region.

dry spell in Kashmir
has significantly impacted us,
‘We've three projects lined up
bur they hang in balance, If
snowfall deesn't eccur, these
projects may either get can-
celed, postponed, or relocated
to places with snow, Snow
hokds immense importance for
Kashmir, and we are fervently
praying and hoping for "
Abid Hussain, casting manager
at KG Production, told PT1.

The snowless winter and the
extended dry spell, Hussain
said, has even bed some people
associated with the industry
to experience depression due
lack of work, He said the peo-
ple associated with the film
industry in Mumbai are also
eagerly awaiting the snowfall
in Kashmir to commence film
shoatings,

“Kashmir's fame is intricate-
Iy linked to snow, and there's
a substantial adverse effect on
line producers this time due to
absence of snow,” he added.

Bismah Masoodi, a Line
Producer, said some sched-
uled shoots have already been

increasing P of Co-
coons at local level and at the
same time the department has
introduced Production based
Incentives to Rearers [Reelers
on Cocoon and Silk produc-
tion under Capex o encourage
them towards higher produc-
tion/productivity,

Besides the Director Sericul-
ture informed that presently
the local buyers only consume
about 30% cocoons while as
the buyers from other states
consume T0% cocoons in the
Cocoon Auction Markets or-
gamized by the Department
across J&K and expressed his
desire that in coming years
the trend should be other way
around,

Speaking on the occasion Dr,
NK. Bhatia, Director Central
Sericulture Research & Training
Institute, CSB, Pampore also
shared his valuable inputs viz-
a-viz different schemes and the
benefits which the people of
&K avail by associating them-
selves with Sericulture Dev,
Department and the CSRETI
Pampore,

due to the lack of
snow in the valley. However,

she expressed optimism that
once snowfall occurs: film-
makers will travel to Kashmir
I ooting.

“Our projects require me-
pculous planning and we are
optimistic that snowfall will
happen, allowing filmmakers to
come for shoots and enabling us
o continue our work,” she said,

Bismah, who has worked
with famous celebrivies ke
Karan Wundra, Amaan Malik
and others and has contrib-
uted to various ad films and
biopics, sakd the dry spell not
only stalls movie shootings but
also hits kocals offering cater-
ing services, transportation
and hotels as well.

“The entire Kashmir region
suffers due to this extended
dry spell The absence of
snowfall has adversely affect-
ed our work, but we remain
hespeful for snowfall to fulfil
the plans of filmmakers visit-
ing and shooting in Kashmir,”
she added.

Mir Sarwar, a popubar film-
maker and actar from Kashmir, is
alsa concerned with the wnusual
weather pattem as the valley
is wimessing warm days in the
harshest 40-day period of winter,
locally called Chilai Kallan,

Artists

“I had plans for a short film
requiring snow, but the dry
conditions  prevail.  Nature's
will is a lactor, but human re-
sponsibility for climate change
can't be ignored, Kashmir's
aura s synonymous  with
snow, attracting  numerous
Almmakers and tourists. De-
spite several projects being
delayed, | believe some are
exploring alternatives like Hi-
machal,” he said.

Bhawani Bashir Yasir, who
played roles in movies like
“Haider”, “Hajrangi Bhaijaan”,
“Kesarl”, and Jehad”, said
snowfall is important for many
tourist activities.

“There i5 a huge impact of
climate change in Kashmir,
primarily affecting the econ-

Security Beefed Up

Jammu Ahead Of R-Day,
Ram Temple Event

ncies

JAMMLU: Security has been
beeled up in Jammu ahead of
Republic Day and the conse-
cration ceremony at the Ram
remple i Ayod ya.

Security forces and the po-
flice have been put on alert
across the Jammu reglon, -
cluding the Indo-Fakistan bor-
der, to ensure the deployment
of [ool-prool security in the
region.

“The security measures have
been beefed up ahead of the
Pran Pratishtha ceremony on
January 22 and also the Re-
public Day celebrations, Se-
curity setup has been put on
alert” a senior officer said

The security forces have in-
rensified checking and frisking
of wehicles and pedestrians in
several parts of the city here
as wiell as in other parts of the
region, the officials said.

Jammu S5P Vinod Kumar led
the review of the security on
the ground, induding check-
ing points and nakas, today,
ey said

Nakas and mobile vehice

checkpoints  (MVCF}  have
been established at intersec-
tions in the city, irs entry and
exit points and roads leading
in the capital city, they adeded.

The police and paramilitary
personnel of the CRPF have
been deployed in important
areas, the officials said.

Several high-level meetings
have been held in the capital
city and districts to review'
security measures ahead of
these twio mega events during
the past one week.

additional OGP Anand Jain
on Monday directed all the in-
telligence agencies to generate
intelligence in advance so that
anti-national and anti-social
elements do not succeed in
their nefarious designs in the
Jammu region.

“Proper  coordination  be
maintained among all the
intelligence agencies and se-
curity organisations in their
respective areas of jurisdiction
to foil the nefarious designs
of anti-national  elements
and ensure smooth and inci-
dent-free conduct of national
events,” the ADGP said,

Omar Dares Centre To
Hold J-K Assembly And
Parliament Polls Together

Press Trust of India

JAMMUE Mational Conlerence
vice-president Omar  Abdul-
lah on Wednesday challenged
the central  govemnment (o
hold elections in
Jammu and Kash-
mir along with the
2024 Lok Sabha
palls il it was seri-
ous about its kdea
of ‘one nation. one
election”,

He said this gov-
emment,  which !
talks  so  much
about simultaneous elections
in the country, is unable o put
its money where ks mouth is,
even in one state much less
than the entire nation.

I the government is seri-
ais about ‘one nation, one
election’, | hope that they will
put their money where their
mouth is and show us that it
is possible by doing it first in
Jammu and Kashmir,

"W have Parliament elec-
tions in-a few months Let us
hawve assembly elections at
the same time and then see.”
Abcullah todd reporters here,

The former |-K chiefl min-

a

omy and various prof 5
inctuding the tourism indus-
iry. Film shootings in Kashmir
Benefir ot anly actors but also
other sectors like transporters
and hoteliers. When shootings
are canceled, the entire system
is crippled,” he said,

Despite ner snowfall and the
persistent cold weather con-
ditions, there Is a glimmer of
hope within the people associ-
ated with the valley's tourism
sector, including the hoteliers.

Maintain A Secure Environment

For Religious Gatherings:IGP

— Agemcies =~

SRINACAR: Stressing the im-
portance of maintaining a se-
cure envirenment for religious
gatherings, Inspector General
of Palice Kashmir Zone VK Rirdi
assured the people of the police
Force's commitment in facilitat-
ing peaceful and undisturbed
observances. The IGP made
these remarks on Wednesday
as he undertook a visit o Gu
rudwara Rainawari, Srinagar on
the auwspicious occasion of Gu-
repurab to personally inspect
and review the arrangements
in place for the devotees.
Accompanied by the offi-
cers, IGP Kashmir participated
in the celebrations and later
on ineracted with the Gu-

rudwara  management. local
authorities, and community
leaders to ensure seamless co-
ondinaticen for the comfort and

tance of fostering a strong and
positive relaionship between
the police force and the com-
munity it serves. To put all the

safery of
Birdl appreciated the efforts
of the Gurudwara committes
in fostering a spirit of unity
and nurturing a harmonious
enviromment,
He highlighted the impor-

in place, he ex-
horted to work in close coor-
dination to facilitate the com-
munity while celebrating the
festival, He alse urged the offi-
clals to rermain available for the
assistance of visiting devorees.

ister the govern-
ment's commitment to the
unified election idea,

I wou eannot have assem-
by election (in Jammu and
Kashmir) together with Parfia-
ment now, how do you imag-
ine that you will ever have

(nationwide) assembly elec-
tlons together with Parliament
elections, when states like UP,
Bihar and others, which re-
quire a significant presence of
security forces, will also go 1o
the paolls simulta-
neously,” he said

Abdullah ex-
pressed confi-
| dence  thar  the
INDIA blec will get
aresounding man-
dage in |-K.

"When the man-
date is delvered, it
will be a resound-
ing mandate for one-party
rule. 50 no post-poll alliance
whll exist, We do not believe
in post-pall alliance,” he said
in reply to @ guestion about
the possibility of going with
any other party in case of a
fractured mandare in the as-
sembly elections.

Regarding seat distribution,
Abdullah dismissed the talk of
conflicts within the alliance.

“No ralks have been held
with the Congress on seat
sharing. Our efforts should be
to win all six seats and they
sivould remain with the INDIA
alliance,

“Several people want to con-
test_ Let us first talk to them.
Thiree seats are with the INDIA
alliance, there is no need o
discuss them bat the talks will
e held on how to win the rest
of the three seats currently
hedd by BJP,” he said.

VBSY Emerges As Potent
Force Of Positive Change

At Kupwara

KUPWARA: The Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) the na-
tiomwide campaign o spread
awareness about the welfare
Scheimes and nitiatives of the
Covernment of India, reached,
Maratgam, Monbal, Nowgam
Aand Nowgam B Panchayats
of Mawar Qalamabad block of
Kupwara district, on wednesday,

The locus of the Yatra was to
reach out 1o the people, create
awareness about the welfare
schemes aimed ar sanitarion
facilities, essential financial
services,  access to PG oyl-
inders, housing for the poor,
food security, proper nutri-
tion, reliable healthcare, chean
drinking water. ete,

The VBSY witnessed over-
whelming response from the
people in the border district
Kupwara, Today the VB Vans

were received in grand wel-
Come ceremaonies organised
ar the wvenues by officers
and officials rom wvarions
departments.

As part of the yatra, the gov-
ernment departments had set
up stalis 1o provide citizens,
on the spot services, like free
health check wps, isswance and
updation of the Aadhaar cards,
registration of beneficlaries
for various wellare schemes
benehiting scores of people at
these camgrs.

The day-long program be-
gAn with participants taking
the pledge to make India a
developed and self-reliant na-
tion by the year 2047,

Videos of  beneficlaries
ol  various  departmental
schemes under Meri Kahani
Meri Zubani were also played
and  cultural  programmes
were organised.
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Rohit Dazzles As India Eke
Out Thrilling Win

Press Trust of India

BENGALURLE: The third T201
servied up a thrilling tie as it
went into a super-over: It may
have been a dead rubber, but
India and Afghanistan served
up a thrilling encounter, with
the hosts walking away with
a nerve-wrecking win,

After Rohit Sharma and
Rinku Singh powered India
to 212/4, Afghanistan bat-
ters ook Indan bowlers 0
the cleaners as they took the
game into the super-over.

In the Super-Over, Mukesh
Kumar was handed the ball
Alghanistan posted 16 for the
boss of 1 wicket in the Super
Owver In reply, Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Rohit came on to bat, Ro-
it continued inthe same vein,
but Afghanistan held India to

samson departed  without
scoring. India posted 11 for
2 wickets. In reply, Ravi Bish-

melidown 1o post a massive
212 for 4 :Sains Afghanistan
inthet and final T200 in

came back from a flaky 22 for
Tour after opting to bat first,
Virat Kohli lasted just one

Axar Patel, Jaiswal Enter Top

Press Trust of India

DUBAL: Riding on two excel-
lent outings against Afghani-
stan in the ongoing series, India
left-arm spinner Axar Patel on
Wednesday leaped to his career-
best fifth place, while opening
batter Yashasvl Jalswal rose o
the sixth spot in the latest I0C
men’s T201 player rankings.

10 Of ICC T20I Rankings
e Wee ¥

phaces to a carcer-best sixth po-
sition, while other left-hander
Shivam Dube's successive un-
bearen knocks of 60 and 63 have
helped him shoot up from 265th
to S8th.

Batter Shubman Gill moved
up seven places to G0th while
left-handed batsman Tilak Ver-
ma gained three places to joint-
61st while left-arm pacer Arsh-

wihose twa innings of 34 off 15
and 74 off 41 against Pakistan
helped him to reach 16th among
batters. His teammate Tim South
e, who took six wickets in the
first two matches, is up eight
places to 18th in the bowders” list.
Pakistan's star batter Babar
Azam is up one place 1o fourth af-
ter notching two consecutive half-
centuries against New fealand,

16/1, which ok the march  nel
it the second supes mer,

In the secomd Super Over,
Rohit and Rinkw came o the ma
crease first, Rohit hammered
six and four on the trot, but  his
Rinku Singh and then Sanju

a4 he picked up two wickets,
Earfier, skipper Rohit Shar-

situation-defying  hundred, 39b,

recovered from a top-order

played the hero for India

produced a marvellous,

fifth in T2005, as India

J&K Blind Cricket Team Loses
By 1 Run In Nagesh Trophy

-
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HYDERABAD: Telangana on Tues-
day beat Jammu and Kashmir by
one run in the eliminator match
of the ongoing 6th edition of the
Magesh Trophy - Men's Mational T20
Cricket Tourmament for the Blind
2023-24 at JB Cricket Ground fn Hy-
derabad. With this win, Telangana
qualified for the Super eighth stage
of the Nagesh Trophy and became
the Bth team to do so after Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Gujaral,
Rajasthan, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh,

Opting to bat first, Telangana
smashed 101 /5 in the 10 overs with
Nikhil Bathula scoring 54 of 32
balls. Jammu and Kashmir started
off well with Mohammed Azeem
smashing each and every comer of
the ground. However, Telangana re-
stricted them to 100, hence winning
the match by 1 run. Nikhil Bathula
was adjudged as the Player of the
March,

Following the conclusion of the

= 3 =K
| - |
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League Stage in December 2023,
Andhra Pradesh, Kamataka, Odisha,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Delhi quall
fied for the Super 8 stage following
their exemplary perfiemances. Lt-
tar Pradesh and Tripura, Telangana
and Jammiu & Kashmir locked horns
in the Eliminator games. The Super
B stage of the Nagesh Trophy will
begin on |anuary 29 following an
Inauguration in Nagpur on January
2B, The Super 8 stage will run for
three days and the semi-finals will
be played on February 1. The finals
of the mega event will take place on
February 2 in Nagpur.

Nagesh Trophy was launched
i memory of the late SP Nagesh,
Founder and President, of the Crick-
et Association for the Blind in India
and Founder Trustee. Samarthanam
Trust for the Disabled. The launch of
the tournament brought together
the entire blind cricket community
into one huge platform, by creating
a milestone in the biind cricket his-
tory. [ANI)

Australian Open: Djokovic,

Sabalenka Go

_ Agencic

MELBOURNE: Novak Dijokovic
lought off another feisty challenge
to reach the third round of the Aus-
tralian Open on Wednesday after
women's champion Aryna Sabalen-
ka made more serene progress and
Qns Jabeur crashed out at the hands

ol a schoolgirl.

Top 10 seeds Coco Gaull, Barbora
Krepeikova, Beatriz Haddad Maia, Jan-
nik Sinner. Andrey Rublev and Stefa-
nos Tsitsipas all got through their
second-round comests in varying
conditions as Melbourne lived up to
its reputation for changeable weath-
er, ain washed out more than thoee
hours of play on the outer courts af
the start of the day but the skies had
long cleared by the time Djokovic
took to the court where he has won
10 of his 24 Grand Slam titles,

As in his four-hour first round

clash against qualifier Dino Prizmic,
the 36-year-old Serbian looked in
Full pomp in the opening set against
Australian Alexel Popyrin but lost
the second. The aggressive Popyrin,
backed by a crowd in full voice,
had set paints in the third set but
Djokovic saved them and, riled by
an exchange witha fan in the crowd,
ran out a 6-3 4-6 7-6(4) 6-3 winner.

"I havent been playing my best
bt P stall krying 1o find oty Form”
Djokevic saick. 1 think both my first
and second round opponents wese re
ally, really great quality tennis players
and | managed to find 2 way Lo win
four, That's what counts in the end.”

Sabalenka made shost work of
lo-year-old  Brenda  Fruhwviriova
with a 6-3 6-2 in the garly evening
match on Rod Laver Arena — a sec-
ond dominant victory over a quali-
fier for the Belarusian in her first
Grand Slam tithe defence,

Bengalury on Wednesday,
Rohit (121 not out, G9b,
x4, 8x6) and his perfect
sidekick Rinku Singh (69 nyo,
2xd, B16) shared 190
runs for a stellar, unbeaten
fifth-wicker stand as India

ball. Entering the field 1o a
rapturous welcome from a
near-packed stadiom, Kohli
could not negate a climbing
delivery from Ahmad, slicing
the pull to Ibrahim Zadran
Jjust inside the circle,

Patel's hauds of two for 23 and
two for 16 i India's identical six
wricket wins over Alghanistan in the
first two T201s of thedr three-match
sefies have also lifted him two plac-
&5 0 160h among all-rounders,

Jiswal's 34-ball 68 in the lirst
T201 in Indore lifted him seven

1o 215t spat.

the batting rankings.
New  Zealand's

deep Singh jumped four places

Among the Alghans. Majibul-
lah Zadran (up one place to
4th) and Mohammad Nabi (up
twi places 1o 54th |} moved up in

Finn  Allen,

The |)l]l~|l|l|! rankings saw Sri
Lanka spinners Wanindu Hass.
ranga and Maheesh Theekshana
take joint-third position.

Pakistan fast bowler Hars
Raufs haul of five wickess in two
matches against the Kiwis have
Fiftedt him two places to joint 14th.

Praggnanandhaa Beats World  Finn Allen Helps NZ Clinch
Chess Champion Ding Liren

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Chess prodigy Rameshba-
bu Praggnanandhaa clinched the num-
ber one spot amonyg India's chess play-
ers following his victory over World
Champion Ding Liren.

The 18-year-old defeated China's
Liren with the black pleces at the
2024 Tata Steel Chess Tournament on
‘Wednesday and surpassed the legend-
ary Viswanathan Anand to take the
number one spot,

Praggnanandhaa said he was sur-
prised with the outcome as he didn't
expect the world champion to get ogst-

ed insuch a fashion.

1 felt | equalized very easily and
then somehow things started o go
wrong for him, Even after | won the
pawn 1 el it should be holdable,” Prag-
grnanandhaa was quoted as saying by
Chess.com.

" think any day, if you beat such a
strong player, it's always special because
it's nat very easy to beat themy The first
tiime winning against a world champbon
in classical chess feels good,” he added.

Praggmanandhaa. who started play-
ing at the tender age of 5, went on to
become India's youngest and the then
world's second-youngest Grandmaster
atage 12 in 2018,

He is the fifth-youngest person ever
to achieve the title of Grandmaster af-
ter Abhimamyu Mishra, Sergey Kara
kin, Gukesh D and Javokhir Sindarow
Incidentally, his ebder sister B Vaishali
is also a Grandmaster, which makes the

siblings the world's first-ever brother-
sister GM dua,

In the Masters category, Grandmas-
ter Anish Giri headed into the first rest
day as the sole leader in the group.
Giri's sensational moves helped him
secure a victory over D Gukesh,

Coach Hopes Support For
Palestine Won’t Distract UAE

while others not so much

mited Arab Emirates coach Paulo

Banto said on Wednesday he
hoges his team will not be distracted
by the huge support Palestine are
expected to receiwve when the two
teams meet in their second Asian
Cup Group € encounter,

Palestine enjoyed massive support
at the stadium during their 4-1 loss
to Iran in their group opener. lranian
fans also gave the Palesting ream a
wearm welcome in a show of solidar-
ity, with the conflict in Gaza raging
for over 100 days.

“For me, no, Its not going to dis-
tract me ... | hope it doesn't disturb
our players as well” Bento told re-
porters ahiead of Thursday's game at
Al Janoub Stadium

“Some of the players have some

g
since it's their first time in such a
competition . What | think all the
players and coaches like is that all
stadiums should be full.

"Maybe it's a little bit different
experience becanse in our league
there aren't many people watching
the games in stadioms. Until now |
didn't see many people in stadiums
for games of the national team in
Abu Dhabi or Cubai.®

UIAE, semi-finalists in 2019, beat
Hong Kong 3-1 in their opener and
Bento is looking to secure six points
and put one foot in the knockout
stage, While Palestine are seeking
their first ever win a1 the Asian Cup
sinee making thelir debut at the con-
tinental championship in 2015, the
Portuguese coach said be is not tak-
ing them lightly.

Series Win Over Pakistan

Agencies

DUNEDIN: Finn Allens 137-run on-
slaught powered New Zealand to
sral @ 45-run win against Pakistan
in the 3rd T201 march at University
Oval in Dunedin on Wednesday, In
the five-match 20-over series, the
Kiwis gained an unassailable lead
over Pakistan after the end of the
third T201 game,

After winning the toss, Pakistan
decided to field first. However, their
decision did not go in their lavour as
they failed to restrict the Kiwis' run
rate. Allen's (137 runs from 62 balls)
onslkaught put doubts over Pakistan
skipper Shaheen Afridi's mind fol-
lowring his decision to ball after win-
nimg the ross.

The Blackcaps showed their in-
tent in the powerplay as the hosts
raced to 67/1 Following the early
departure of Devon Conway, Allen
and Tim Seifert led the charge with
the hat and stitched up a 125-run
partnership.

Onana Back Training

Mew Zealand ended up with a
total of 224-7 which saw the likes
of Haris Raul and Afridi conceding
2/60 and 143 respectively. Moham-
mad Wasim's spell of 1/35 (4) was
the least expensive among the Paki-
stan bowlers.

In the second inning, Sam Ayub
(10 runs from 13 balls} and Maoham-
mad Rizwan (24 runs from 20 bails)
opened for Pakistan 1w chase down
a total of 225 runs from 20 overs.
However. the openers Failed to make
a mark as the Kiwis picked up early
wickets, Babar Azam (58 runs from
37 balls) was the only standout bat-
tef for the 'Men in Green” and helped
them to take a better position, but
the hosts did not give the visitors a
chance to make a solid partnership.

In the end, Shaheen Africi
and Mobharmmad Wasim Jr (17] were
unbeaten on the crease and took Paki-
stan o 179(7 after the end of 20 overs.
Meamwhile, Tim Southee led the Kiwi
bowiding attack after he scalped rwo
wickets in his lour-over spell

With

Cameroon And Likely To Play

Agencies

ABIDJAN: Goalkeeper Andre Onana
is likely m be included in Camer-
oon's line-up for Friday's Africa Cup
of Mations group game against hold-
ers Senegal after returning to train-
ing with the team on Wednesday.
Onana missed Cameroon's opening
match of the tournament in the lvo-
1y Coast on Monday after he was al-

J L
lowed to stay at Manchester United
and play in their 2-2 draw with Tot-
temham Hotspur on Sunday.

He Mew by charter plane over-
night to the Ivory Coast after the
clash ar Old Trafford but only ar
rived hours before kick off of the
Group C clash against Guinea, in
which Cameroon came from behind
to force a 1-1 draw. The decision o
allow the 27-year-old to forgo the
opening match of the ournament
caused controversy among Camer-
NN SUPPOTTETS.

In an interview after his arrival in
the Ivory Coast, Onana told reponters

i [

of the difficult tug of loyalty between
club and country, especially for Af-
rican internationals fosced to leave
their European clubs mid-season 1o
oompete at the Cup of Mations,

“it's like choosing between my
father and my mother, but my
country comes first, that's why I'm
here,” e said

"Let people continue to criti-
cise me, I'm osed to it. | do what is

good for my country,” Omana added.
Onana has a chequered history with
Cameroon after breaking through
into the team while still a teenager
at Ajax Amsterdam,

He turned down a call-up o the
2017 Cup of Nations finals, which
Cameroon went onto win, and at
the last World Cup in Qatar was
sent home after one march follow-
ing a row with coach Rigobert Song,
which has since been patched up.
But he did compete at the last edi-
tion of the Cup of Nations two years
agn, just months after recurning
from a lengthy doping ban.
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