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Battle 2024?
BJP Chief Visiting
J&K Today

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: BJP president ]
P Nadda is reaching here
Sunday on a daylong tour
to discuss and finalise the
party's Lok Sabha poll strat-
egy for Jammu and Kashmir,
a party leader said.

Nadda will begin his tour
by paying obeisance at the
historic Raghunath temple in
the heart of the city before
chairing a meeting of senior
members led by J-K BJP presi-
dent Ravinder Raina at the
party headquarters here.

National General Secretary,
incharge J&K, Tarun Chugh
will also attend the meet-
ing along with both Member
Parliaments from J&K - Union
Minister Jitendra Singh and
Jugal Kishore Sharma - who
have won Udhampur and
Jammu seats twice for the

Weapons Seizure Case

NIA Attaches Residential
Property In Srinagar

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar:

The National

Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Saturday attached a residential
house of a key conspirator in an
arms seizure case here in Jammu
and Kashmir, the agency said.

The house is located in Khan

Colony in the city's Chanapora
area, it said.

"The property of accused

Aamir Mushtaq Ganaie, identi-
fied as one of the masterminds in
the case RC-4/22/NIA/JMU, was
attached today as 'proceeds of
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FINALIZE
CANDIDATES

DISCUSS PM
MODI’S VISIT IN
KEY BJP MEETING

party, respectively.

The leader quoted above
said the meeting is likely to
finalise the party's candidates
for the Lok Sabha elections
based on an internal survey
report which was recently
submitted to Nadda and
Home Minister Amit Shah.

The focus of the meet-
ing would be to finalise the
party strategy to counter the
INDIA bloc which has hinted
of putting up joint candidates
against the BJP, he said.

The meeting will also dis-
cuss Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Jammu and
Kashmir later this month or in
early February, the leader said.

He said Nadda is also
scheduled to hold a separate
meeting with J&K BJP presi-
dent and General Secretary
(Organisation) Ashok Koul be-
fore returning to Delhi.

terrorism’' by an NIA team,” the
agency said in a statement.

The accused used the pro-
ceeds of terror for conspiring
and committing terror crimes
against the nation, it added.

According to the central agency,
Ganaie and his associates were
cadres of 'The Resistance Front
(TRF), an offshoot of the pro-
scribed Lashkar-e-Taiba  (LeT)
outfit. They were associated with
their Pakistan-based handlers or
commanders of the LeT, it added.

The case is connected to a
larger conspiracy | More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Asserting that un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
the welfare schemes and
rapid development in all
sectors have transformed
the lives of the poorest
of the poor, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said
on Saturday that the entire
nation is proud of what
Jammu and Kashmir has
achieved in the last 4 years.

“Today, the entire nation
is proud of what J&K has
achieved in the last four
years. Our consistent focus
is on economic empower-
ment of women, farmers
and youth for growth. We
have to make sure they ac-
cess and fully utilise the
opportunities  resurgent
Jammu Kashmir has to of-
fer,” Sinha said.

Addressing a Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra here in this
capital city on Saturday, the
LG expressed gratitude to
the citizens for their over-
whelming participation in
the Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra programme across the

MBBS Student
From Sopore
Dies In Iran

Family Seeks Help to
Bring Body Home

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Tragedy struck the
town of Sopore in Jammu and
Kashmir as news emerged of
the untimely demise of Arsalan
Kanjwal, 28, a fourth-year medi-
cal student at Iran University of
Medical Sciences (IUMS). The
young student was discovered
lifeless in his rented accommo-
dation in northern Tehran, with
reports indicating a suspected
cardiac arrest as the cause of his
untimely demise.

Arsalan initially studied at
Shiraz University of Medical
Sciences. Later he shifted to [UMS
in Tehran where he lived alone
at a rented accommodation in
Tehran. Some of his friends said
that he was a jolly guy but he was
under stress due to exams.

Sources said after | More on P6

Confidence In The Poor And Marginalized

e

THE MASSIVE
AND FIRST OF ITS
KIND NEW YEAR
celebration at Lal
Chowk to welcome
the year 2024 and
the festivities till
late night is an
indication of positive
change in people's
lives and restoration
of Kashmir's
ancient glory.”

Union Territory and com-
mended their effort to trans-
late accelerated growth un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
into inclusive growth and
Developed Bharat.

Yatra has infused a sense of
self-confidence in the poor
and marginalised sections of
society. Janbhagidari is the
strength of this Yatra and col-
lective strength of people will
play akey role in saturation of
schemes and economic bet-
terment,” Sinha said.

Nation Is Proud Of What J&K Has
Achieved In Last 4 yrs: LG

Says VBSY Has Infused A sense Of Self

‘ Commends PM Modi For Transformative
Impact On Citizens’ Lives

“Viksit Bharat Sankalp

Reiterating the resolve

of the | More on P6

Water Bodies Freeze Over, Min

No Dearth Of
Electricity In J&K: LG

Agencies

Sinha, said on Saturday

that he personally monitors
the daily electricity supply in
the Union Territory (UT), while
Srinagar has become a role
model for the rest of the country.
Addressing a function in Srinagar,
Sinha said that he personally
monitors the electricity supply
on a daily basis in the UT every
evening. “I monitor and get
feedback on area-wise power
supply,” he said.
The LG said that the damaged
transformers are being repaired
within 24 hours. “There is no
dearth of electricity in J&K,”
he said. He also lauded the
endeavours of Srinagar Smart
City Limited and Municipal
Corporation for transforming
Srinagar City into a prime
example of urban transformation.
Praising the services of outgoing
SMC Commissioner, Athar Amir
Khan, LG said, | More on P6

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj

s

Temp Dips to -5.4°C in Srinagar
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Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: A thin layer of ice
formed on the surface of the Dal
Lake here and other water bod-
ies in Kashmir as cold wave-like
conditions gripped the region,
officials said on Saturday. The
minimum temperature in sever-
al parts of the valley dropped be-
low the minus 4 degrees Celsius-
mark on Friday night.

Kashmir is currently under
the grip of "Chilla-i-Kalan", a
40-day harsh winter period,

when a cold wave sweeps the
region and temperatures drop
considerably leading to the
freezing of water bodies as
well as water in pipes.

The chances of snowfall are
the highest during this period
and most areas, particularly
the higher reaches, receive
heavy snowfall.

Srinagar city recorded a
minimum temperature of
minus 5.4 degrees Celsius on
Friday night, down from mi-
nus 3 degrees Celsius recorded

on the previous night, the of-
ficials said.

They said Qazigund record-
ed a low of minus 4.6 degrees
Celsius, while in the ski resort
of Gulmarg in north Kashmir
it was 4.5 degrees Celsius on
Friday night, a notch down from
the minimum temperature re-
corded the previous night.

Pahalgamin south Kashmir's
Anantnag district recorded a
minimum temperature of mi-
nus 6.3 degrees Celsius, down
from the | More on P6

PoK Forest
Fire Spreads to

Indian Side
Army Put On Alert

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A fire that broke out
in a forest area in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir has spread
to the Indian side and security
forces are on alert to thwart any
infiltration bid under the cover
of the blaze, officials said on
Saturday.

The fire has spread to the
forest area along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir's Poonch district,
they said.

It broke out in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) late
Friday night and spread to
the Balakote sector in the
Mendhar sub-division, the of-
ficials said.

They said an alert has been
sounded along the LoC in
view of the raging fire to en-
sure there is no attempt of in-
filtration by terrorists under
the cover of the blaze.

Army troops guarding the
LoC are making efforts to put
out the fire, the officials said.

Search Ops In
Poonch Enters
2nd Day

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: An anti-terrorist search
operation along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Mendhar sector
of Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch
district entered the second day
on Saturday, officials said.

The operation was launched
in nearly a dozen forward
villages in the forest area of
Mankote and Mendhar on
Friday following reports of sus-
picious movement, they said.

Intermittent gunfire was
reported from Uchhad forest
but it was later clarified that
security forces had opened
fire while clearing a natural
cave, the officials said.

The search operation was
underway when the last re-
ports were received, they said.

1.6 Cr Embezzlement Case

Punjab Brothers
Arrested In J&K
After 4 years

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir Police Crime Branch
has arrested two brothers from
Punjab for alleged embezzle-
ment of over Rs 1.6 crore from
a government department here,
officials said on Saturday.

The accused bookies -- Jatin
alias “Raja” and Jatinder alias
“Poot” -- who were evad-
ing arrest for the last four
years were arrested from the
Mukerian area of Punjab, a
spokesperson of the Jammu
Crime Branch said.

They were allegedly involved
in an inter-state bookie busi-
ness and siphoned the revenue
collected by a cashier of the Jal
Shakti department, the spokes-
person said. | More on P6

Unveiling The Comprehensive City Action Plan
What Steps Is Srinagar Taking For A Climate-Resilient Future?

Augqib Javeed

Srinagar:  Installing  solar
power plants (SPP), replacing
diesel gensets, adopting Street
Lighting National Programme
(SLNP) and UJALA schemes for
lighting, promoting the use of
electric vehicles (EV), estab-
lishing a strong public trans-
port (PT) system, and enhanc-
ing green cover are the steps
authorities will be taking to
mitigate climate change and
increase climate resilience in
Srinagar.

This was revealed by a Climate
Resilient City Action Plan (CRCAP)
for Srinagar city, prepared by
the Department of Ecology,

Environment, and Remote
Sensing, Government of Jammu
and Kashmir in association with
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). This ini-
tiative is in collaboration with
Taru Leading Edge Pvt. Ltd. and
Vasudha Foundation.

This draft marks the inaugu-
ral framework for the CRCAP
and maintains that the CRCAP is
committed to a net zero and cli-
mate-resilient Srinagar by 2050.

Mindful of the consequences
of climate change to future
generations living in Srinagar
and its region, the CRCAP rec-
ognizes that actions must be
prioritised across four sectors
- power, energy and habitat

Strategic Climate Focus on
Initiatives Key Sectors
| Commitment to =
o Net Zero by 2050 @

/I\

Sustainable
Recommendations

sector; sustainable transport;
agriculture and green spaces;

waste management. The ac-
tions identified in each sector

are framed on four pillars of
success.

I
I / .
©Kashmir Observer

The CRCAP report esti-
mated greenhouse gas emis-
sions, identified vulnerability
hotspots, understood critical
infrastructure systems with
respect to resilience, and
developed specific climate
change mitigation and adapta-
tion plans, while also promot-
ing sustainable development.

The CRCAP for Srinagar
typically includes a thorough
analysis of climate change
risks, identifying priority areas
for action, and developing ac-
tion plans that include specific
measures to boost the resil-
ience and adaptive capacity of
Srinagar city.

“Developing a  Climate

Resilient City Action Plan for
Srinagar city is crucial for
building a sustainable and re-
silient city that can withstand
the impacts of climate change.
This plan is comprehensive,
involves stakeholder engage-
ment, and has a clear imple-
mentation and monitoring
strategy,” the report said, add-
ing, “There has to be a sustain-
able plan for the development
of Srinagar”

The experts suggested that
for each of the sectors, the
specific timeframe, priorities
(short and medium-long term),
entities that are primarily re-
sponsible for the implementa-
tion and various | More on P6
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Scholarship Name 1: ADB
Internship Program 2024

Description: ADB Internship
Program 2024 is an opportunity
offered by the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (a regional develop-
ment bank, headquartered in the
Ortigas Center located in the city
of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila,
Philippines), to students enrolled
in master's or Ph.D. degrees.
Eligibility: Open for ADB
member countries national in-
cluding India who are enrolled in
a master's or Ph.D. level program.
Students must have an excellent
command of English and be en-
gaged in academic study in a field
related to ADB's work. Applicants
must have professional experi-
ence relevant to the assignment.
Prizes & Rewards: Stipend for
the duration of the internship

Scholarships This Week

Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents scholarships
avallable for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir.

*  Last Date to Apply: 15-02-
2024

*  Application mode: Online
Applications Only

*  Short Url: www.b4s.in/
observer/ADBI6

Scholarship Name 2: Nehru
Trust's UK Travel Awards 2024

Description: Nehru Trust's
UK Travel Awards 2024 is an op-
portunity offered by the Nehru
Trust for the Indian Collection at
the Victoria and Albert Museum
(NTICVA), for scholars or profes-
sionals working in museums,
galleries, universities, or other
specified institutions concerned
with the preservation, study, and
display of India's art and cultural
heritage.

Eligibility: Open for In-
dian citizens who scholars or pro-
fessionals working in museums,

’ — -

A

galleries, universities or other
specified institutions concerned
with the preservation, study and
display of India's art and cultural
heritage.

. Prizes & Rewards:  Up to

£1,000 (one-time)

. Last Date to Apply:
2024

*  Application mode: via
email or post at: The Sec-
retary Nehru Trust for the
Indian Collections at the Vic-
toria & Albert Museum The
School of Arts and Aesthetics
SAA Building II Jawaharlal
Nehru University New Delhi
- 110067 India; Email ID:
info@nehrutrustvam.org

e Short Url: www.b4s.in/
observer/NUT1

15-02-

Scholarship Name 3: Colgate
Keep India Smiling Scholarship
Programme

Description: An initiative of
Colgate-Palmolive (India) Limited
to provide financial assistance
and support to individuals who
are deserving and meritorious but
may lack the resources to pursue

their dreams.

Eligibility:  Indian students
who are currently enrolled in
any year of the BDS (Bachelor of
Dental Surgery) course in a recog-
nised government or private insti-
tute in Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, and Andhra
Pradesh. Applicants must have
scored at least 60% marks in Class
12. The annual family income of
the applicants from all sources
must not exceed 8 lakh.

. Prizes & Rewards:  Finan-
cial assistance of 75,000

. Last Date to Apply: 31-01-
2024

e Application mode: Online
applications only

e Short Url: www.b4s.in/
observer/KSSI3

CONGRATULATIONS

We express our gratitude to welcome you Ms. Shabnam
Kamili as Secretary to Government, ARI & Trainings De-
partment. Being dynamic and well versed with the lat-
est technologies, we hope that

under your supervision, this department will reach new
heights. We, the employees of Government Presses es-
pecially employees of Government Press Srinagar wel-
come you with open heart and express our happiness to
welcome such a dynamic officer in our department. We
arein hope that you will give new shape to the
Government Press on the line of moderniza-
tionand givenod to Re-organization and Recruitment
Rules which in need of the hour meet the present de-
mand of presses.

Once again, we welcome you and wish you best of luck to
attain new heights in civil services.

Regards,
Representative Government Press, Srinagar
Ref.No.
Dated: inf

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Pattan

Subject: Application of Ishfaq Majeed Mir S/o0 Abdul Majeed Mir R/o Brath Kala for issuance of DOB
Certificate in favour of his daughter namely Rehmat Jaan born on 16-05-2020

NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed through this notice that the undersigned office has received the
above mentioned application for issuance of DOB. If any person(s) has any objection(s) he/she can
visit the undersigned’s office within 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. After that
no objection will be considered.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

SERVICES SELECTION BOARD (JKSSB)

CPO Chowk, Panijtirthi, Jammu / Zamzam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar.
www.jkssb.nic.in

fko Subject: Document Verification of candidates falling under consideration zone

for the Matric Level Posts — regarding.

Government Of Jammu And Kashmir NOTIFICATION

Office Of The Deputy Director Estates Kashmir

The Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB), vide Notification No.

Tel / Fax:- 0194-2452435 JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/88/2023-03 (7314392) dated: 19-11-2023, issued the result/score-

E-mail:- ddestsgr@gmail.com

sheet of the candidates who appeared in the OMR based written examination held on 05-11-
Notice for Attendance Statement of 2023 for the following Matric Level posts:
Gove rnment Em2|°3 [ees S.No. Notiﬁcation Item No. Name of the Post Department
0.
i 1 01 of 2021 061 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
Sub:- Attendance statement of government employees lodged in 2 01 of 2021 074 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
Pvt. Hotels / Guest Houses and JKTDC Hotels for the 3 01 of 2021 079 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
Winter Session 2023-2024 - required in connection with 4 01 of 2021 083 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
payment of catering charges to Hoteliers. 5 01 of 2021 087 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
sk koK 6 01 of 2021 099 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
7 01 of 2021 103 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
8 01 of 2021 106 Assistant Mechanic Horticulture
All the Drawing and Disbursing officers are requested to 9 05 of 2020 168 Assistant Mechanic ARI and Training
furnish Leave Statement / Tour Diary of employees for the month 10 07 of 2020 315 Electronic Mechanic Skill Development
of November and December, 2023 who are / were availing 11 07 of 2020 325 Electroni; Mechanic Skil! Development
mess facilities in the hotels hired by the Estates Department and 12 05 of 2020 147 Fitter Public Works (R&8)
. . 13 04 of 2020 083 Greaser Washer Transport
have rema_lned o_ut of_thelr Head Quarters, whether on Ie:ave or 12 05 of 2020 167 Junior Electrician ART and Training
tour enabling this office to make payment to the hoteliers in 15 05 of 2020 166 Lathe Runner ARI and Training
accordance with actual attendance of the inmates in their 16 04 of 2022 081 Mechanic Home
respective hotels after deducting the period outside station. The 17 03 of 2021 604 Mistry Forest, Ecology and Environment
requisite i?hformation may kindly be furnished to this office by or ig 8‘;’ g: gg;g 132 Ps'igzi;;f H'QI:‘:;E?:SSED”
before 15 January, 2024. 20 01 of 2021 126 Screenman Information
21 01 of 2021 132 Screenman Information
In case no information is received by or before 15 22 01 of 2021 136 Screenman Information
January, 2024, it will be presumed that no officer / official 23 01 of 2021 141 Screenman Information
under your administrative control and availing Hotel / Mess 24 01 of 2021 154 Screenman Information
facility has proceeded on leave and payment shall be released in 2 01 of 2021 155 Screenman Information
. . N : 26 01 of 2021 157 Screenman Information
favour_ of th(_a hoteliers. The mform_atlon may please be furnished 27 01 of 2021 112 Tailor Hospitality and Protocol
to this office through a special messenger under proper 28 07 of 2020 311 Workshop Assistant Skill Development
acknowledgement or through E-mail:- ddestsgr@gmail.com 29 07 of 2020 320 Workshop Assistant Skill Development
The matter may kindly be treated as most urgent.
Accordingly, keeping in view the need and objective to fill all requisitioned vacancies,
sd/- the candidates who are falling under the consideration zone for the aforementioned posts,
No. DDES/Pvt.hotel/2024/15-16 Deputy Director Estates given in Annexure A to this notification, are hereby called upon to appear physically before
. Srinagar, Kashmir the designated Document Verification Committees of the Board for the verification/scrutiny
DIPK-14825/23 DATED:06-01-2024 of their documents/certificates as per the schedule and venue indicated against each.

Further, the multiple posts/items for which the candidates falling in consideration
zone have been considered is annexed as Annexure B for convenience and reference of
the candidates. In case, any item is missing in Annexure B against any candidates
name/roll number, such candidates are advised to submit clubbing requests as per the
format enclosed (Annexure C) from 10-01-2024 to 12-01-2024 at JKSSB, Central Office,

Office of the Executive Engineer

Mechanical Investigation Division PDC Bemina Srinagar
Email: xenmidkmr@gmail.com

CPO Chowk, Panijtirthi, Jammu/JKSSB, Central Office, Zamzam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar.
No representation in this regard shall be accepted after 12-01-2024.

E-NIT No.:- 08 of 2023-24
Date:-  05/01/2024

GIST of e-NIT. No:- 08 of 2023-24 Dated:- 05-01-2024

The candidates are required to produce following documents/certificates in original,
along-with one set of self-attested copies, before the designated Document Verification

1. For and on behalf of the Managing Director JKAPDC; e-tenders in two cover system from .
registered Mechanical workshop holders/SSI Unit Holders/ Electrical/Mechanical Contractors hav- Committee(s):
ing experience in installing machinery are invited for below mentioned work: 1. Copy of Online Application Forms.
2. Two passport size recent colour photographs.
S. |Particulars Advert Tender [Class of Contract Timeof Bid Bid Date of 3. One original photo ID Proof i.e. Aadhar card/Voter Card/Pan Card/Passport etc.
No cost (In Fee (In comple- submis- |submis- Opening 4, D.0.B Certificate (10" Diploma/Marks card).
Rs) Rs.) tion zlon startsionend of te_chnl- 5. Valid Category Certificate, if belongs to reserved categories.
ate date cal bids . .
6. Domicile Certificate.
1. |Providing,instal- |6.00 [100/- |Registered 45days 05-01- [27-01- 29-01- 7. 10+2 Marks Sheet / Diploma, if applicable.
lation of 02 post Mechanical work- 2024 2024 2024 8. Prescribed Qualification/Certificates/Diploma as per Advertisement Notifications.
electro hydraulic shop holders/ 9. Bonafide certificate on the format prescribed by the Board duly issued by the
lift along_ with SSI Unit Holders/ Controller/Registrar of the concerned Institute/Board in respect of candidates, who
ngie:‘jg;ég;?fgr ﬁg\r;itrzzc;gseri- have obtained Diplomas outside the UT of J&K.
commissioning ence ininstalling 10. Checklist sheet/form to be submitted by candidates at the time of their D.V. (as
of workshop at machinery per Annexure D).
Bemina Srinagar. 11. The candidates must also submit their order of preferences for various items/posts

. . (as per Annexure E) in offline mode to the document verification committees.
Position of funds: Available

The candidates who fail to appear before the respective Document Verification Committee(s)

1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of
on the scheduled date shall forfeit their right to selection.

quantities (B.0.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded
from the e-Nit portal website www.jktenders.gov.in upto said bidding schedule. The e-Nit GIST is also
published on departmental website www.JKSPDC.nic.in.

2. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website www.jktenders.gov.in
upto said bidding schedule time and date with Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) and no financial
bids will be accepted on physical form.

Sd/-

(Reyaz Ahmad Malik) JKAS

Controller of Examinations

J&K Services Selection Board
No: - MID/PDC/Tech/1226-36

DIPK-NB-5123/23 Dated:06-01-2024 Sd/-

Executive Engineer

MID PDC Bemina Sgr

No.: JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/88/2023-03 (7314392)

DIPK-14804/23 Dated: 06-01-2024

The Jammu & Kashmir
State Board Of School Education
New Campus Bemina Srinagar
Attention Please

The candidate whose photograph is published in the notice
is claimed to have lost his/ her qualification certificate have
following description:-.
1. Roll No:- 224509
2.Class:-10th
3. Year & Session :-Bi Annual 2003
4. Registration No:- 00NKF265142
5. Name: NIGHAT YOUSUF * 1
6. Mothers Name: SAFIYA AKTHAR ’
7. Fathers Name: Mohd Yousuf Wani
8. Date of Birth. 27-12-1986
9. Residence:- Ompora Budgam

Now the candidate has applied for the DUPLICATE
QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE. before the same is processed
and provided to the candidate, any person having any objec-
tion in this regard may please file the same before the secretary
BOSE or undersigned with in 07 (Seven) days from the date of
isuue of this notice.
Besides, the above losted QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE bear-
ing S. No. 2303159 be traeted as CANCELLED.

Sd/=
Assitant Secretary
mcb Certificates - KD

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Particulars in my J&K Bank Account has been wrongly
written as Name: Fatima Bano W/o: Gulam Hussain Rather
while my correct name is Fatima Begum W/o Gulam Hussain
Ganie which needs to be corrected. If anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the
office of the Branch Manager J&K Singpora within a period of
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After
that no objection shall be entertained.

Fatima Begum

W/o Gulam Hussain Ganie bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have applied for the issuance of DOB Certificate for my son
Namely Inayat Rashid . As per school records the date of birth
of my son is 10-06-2010. If anybody has any objection in this
regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the
Naib Tehsildar Kakapora within a period of seven days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall
be entertained.

Abdul Rashid Bhat

F/o Inayat Rashid laa
R/o Lelhara Kakapora

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Umer Afzal Dar S/O . Mohd Afzal
Dar R/o0. Naseem Bagh Hazratbal Srinagar
applying for Tour and travel license under
the name of “Explorers United Travel
Agency” in J&K Tourism Department.
Anybody having any objection in this
connection may approach concern
department within 7 days. No objection
shall be entertained after the stipulated

time.

I, Umer Afzal Dar S/O . Mohd Afzal Dar
R/o. Naseem Bagh Hazratbal Srinagar. «
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After 3 Decades, Hymns
Reverberate Hindu
Temple In Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: For the first
time in the last three de-
cades, the hymns and
Bhajans reverberated
with Anandleshwar Bhai-
rav Mandir in Maisuma
area of Srinagar where
devotees commemorate
the birth anniversary of
Anandishwar by perform-
ing the Pooja.

During a special cer-
emony, the Pooja Havan
ritual was performed, fill-
ing the peaceful surround-
ings with a strong sense of
holiness and deep respect.

The AnandIshwar
Bhairav Mandir witnessed
the resumption of Pooja
Havan ritual after a lengthy
interval of three decades.

The event unfolded on
the eve of Anandishwar's
birth anniversary, drawing
devotees from far and wide
to partake in the moment.

Sharing his elation, a
care-taker from Mandir,
said that after 32 years,
they have reopened the
revered AnandIshwar
Bhairav Mandir here in
Maisuma. “This mandir
is renowned as Anandish-

war Bharav or Bharav
Mandir,” he said, adding,
that “we have extended in-
vitations to more than 100
to 200 individuals today,
as we celebrate it’s re-
awakening after a hiatus
of 32 years.”

People who worship
there and from the local-
ity were happy about the
revival of this special
place, as they enjoyed be-
ing part of the important
rituals that they had been
waiting for, making it a
big moment in the history
of the temple.

“After 32 years, we
reopened the temple here
in Maisuma. We invited
many people today, mark-
ing its opening once again
after a long time,” said
Heera Lal Koul, a local
resident.

Moreover, the evening
witnessed a collective fer-
vor and jubilation as dev-
otees departed, carrying
with them the blessings
and sanctity garnered
from this historic celebra-
tion, cherishing the rekin-
dling of age-old traditions
at the AnandIshwar Bhai-
rav Mandir—(KNO)

98 Of 152 SSCL Projects
Completed Till date

Observer News Service

Srinagar: At least 98
projects under the Sri-
nagar Smart City Limited
(SSCL) have been complet-
ed in Srinagar so far while
the authorities said seven
pending projects have not
been inaugurated yet.
CEO, SSCL and Com-
missioner Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
(SMC), Athar Aamir Khan
as per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) said they planned
a lot of work, and he is
grateful that most of them
have been successfully ex-
ecuted on the ground.
“Since 2020, we have
completed approximately
98 projects. Among these,
seven projects are ready
for inauguration but
haven't been inaugurated

yet,” he said.
He said, under the
Smart City initiative,

“we have many projects,

and by utilizing savings,
we have included 20 to
30 more projects, such as
Goni Khan Market Proj-
ect, Jamia Masjid Project,
Jehangir Chowk Project,
and others.”

“Of total 152 projects,
93 are completed, while
seven projects await inau-
guration. Additionally, we
have many ongoing proj-
ects, including in down-
town areas like Pathar
Masjid, Dalgate—Gojwara
road, and Karan Nagar—
Darish Kadal stretch,” the
Commissioner added.

Highlighting crucial
ongoing  developments,
he stated, “We are ac-
tively working on the
riverfront view in down-
town Srinagar, along with
significant progress has
been made in Batmaloo,
Qamarwari road, and
other areas. I anticipate
that these projects will be
completed by June,” he
said-KNO
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J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha handed over sanction letters and benefits under various schemes to
beneficiaries during Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra in Srinagar on Saturday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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Major Drug Haul

765 Kits Of ‘Abortifacient Drugs’ Worth
3.5L Seized At Srinagar Airport

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: A large consignment of
drugs worth 3.50 lakh rupees used
to ‘abort’ fetuses illegally was
seized at the Srinagar Airport on
Saturday, officials said.

The seizure, according to the
Assistant Drug Controller Kash-
mir, Nighat Jabeen, was made on
a tip off about the illicit importa-
tion of drugs used for terminating
fetuses ‘illegally’ into the Kash-
mir valley.

Speaking to the media here,
Jabeen said the shipment, worth
Rs. 3.50 lakh, was sized at the Sri-
nagar airport by the Drug Control
Department Kashmir. She said the
department seized several such
consignments in the past as well.

“The drugs worth 3.5 lakh
rupees used to terminate fetuses
were seized at the Srinagar Airport
by the joint team of Drug Control
Kashmir and Excise Departments.
A thorough investigation has been
taken up to unmask those who
pumped these drugs into Kashmir
illegally,” said Jabeen.

Elaborating, Jabeen said some
individuals—who have not yet
been identified—had actually or-
dered the 765 kits of Mifepristone
Tablets and IP and Misoprostol IP
using fictitious licenses.

“Their identity is being ascer-

tained as investigation into the
instant case is on. We have seized
many such consignments in past
as well. Actually smugglers using
licenses of bonafide pharmaceuti-
cal distributors carryout these il-
legal activities,” she added.

These drugs, she said, are mis-
used to abort fetuses. Smugglers
either use fictitious licenses or
misuse licenses of legitimate dis-
tributors to import these drugs
into the valley.

Regarding online sale of drugs
in Kashmir, she said the depart-
ment forbids drug online sales in
Kashmir and that they promptly
take legal action upon becoming
aware of any such incidence.

In response to another ques-
tion on the role of drug dealers in
distributing drugs used to abort
fetuses, she replied, "Drug dealers
and distributors have no involve-
ment whatsoever in the process.
Importing these pharmaceuti-
cals into the valley is really en-
couraged by certain anonymous
people using fictitious licenses or
licenses of the bonafide pharma-
ceutical distributors.

“This timely intervention has
prevented the illegal circulation
of these sensitive medicines with-
in the Union Territory,” Deputy
Drugs Controller, Kashmir said.

Abortifacient kits are pre-
scription drugs requiring special-
ized medical supervision for safe
and responsible use. Unauthor-
ized possession and sale of these
drugs pose serious health risks
to women and undermine estab-
lished medical protocols.

The seized consignment is
currently under investigation,
and efforts are underway to iden-
tify the sender and intended recip-
ient. Legal action will be initiated
against all parties involved, as per
the provisions of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940.

“This operation highlights the
effective collaboration between the
Drug Control Department and the
Excise Department in safeguard-
ing public health from the dangers
of illegal drug trafficking,” Nighat
Shah further emphasized.

“We remain committed to
cracking down on such illegal
activities and ensuring the safe
and ethical distribution of all
drugs within the Union Terri-
tory,” she added

The Drug Control Department
urges the public to be vigilant and
report any suspected instances of
illegal drug activity to the nearest
authorities. By working together,
we can create a safer and healthi-
er environment for all citizens.

Mohammad Ashraf Hal
GMC Srinagar As Administrator

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Mohammad
AshrafHakak today joined
as Administrator, Associ-
ated Hospitals Srinagar.

Meanwhile, in a
grand joining ceremony
held at Government Med-
ical College, Srinagar, a
prestigious assembly of
key officials extended a
warm welcome to Mo-
hammad Ashraf Hakak,
the newly appointed Ad-
ministrator.

The gathering com-
prised including Dr.
Waseem Qureshi, Reg-

istrar Academics; Yas-
meena Jan, Personnel
Officer; Sabreena, Chief
Accounts Officer; Fayaz
Ahmad Bhat, Adminis-
trative Officer; Showkat
Ahmad, Assistant Legal
Remembrancer; Shabir
Ahmad, Assistant Direc-
tor Planning; Javeed Ah-
mad Shah, Estates Cum
Transport Officer and
Mukhtar Ahmad Dar,
Private Secretary to the
Administrator.
Expressing their col-
lective sentiments, the
assembly lauded Hakak
as not only an excellent
professional but also a

kak Joins

dedicated civil servant.

Their words resonated

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Floriculture Officer District Srinagar

Department of Floriculture Kashmir
e.mail: fosrinagar123@gmail.com

GIST OF SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE: 03 of 2023-24

DATED:

05/01/2024

with hope and expecta-
tions for the new Ad-
ministrator, emphasiz-
ing their anticipation
for positive changes and
advancements under his

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K, sealed tenders affixed with Rs.6/-
(Rupees six only) Revenue Stamps are invited through Registered/speed post/ Courier

services/by hand from Registered Nurserymen/Flower Growers on the prescribed tender

form for below mentioned job:

leadership.

The ceremony ex-
uded optimism and unity
as the distinguished of-
ficials articulated their
aspirations, marking the
beginning of a promising
era at the GMC Srinagar.

Prof. Masood Tanveer,
Principal/ Dean Govt.
Medical College Srinagar
also welcomed Hakak.

SMC Hosts Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra At Mujgund, Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(SMC) today organized
the Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra (VBSY) at Mu-
jeund area of Srinagar,
marking a significant
milestone in bringing
impactful events and es-
sential services to the lo-
cal communities.

The event featured a

range of activities, includ-
ing ‘Meri Kahani Meri
Zubani,” where beneficia-
ries of government wel-
fare schemes shared their
life-changing experiences.

Additionally, free
health check-ups, Aadhar
card registrations, Ayush-
man card generation, and
sign-ups for various gov-
ernment schemes were
made available, ensuring
easy access to vital servic-

es for those in need.
Moreover, the IEC
van was on-site to show-
case informative short
films, highlighting a di-
verse array of welfare
schemes, including the
PM Ujjwala Yojana, PM
Awas Yojana, PM Svani-
dhi, and more, aimed at
empowering communi-
ties and ensuring wide-
spread access to essential
government programs.

Name of work Estimate Cost of | Cost of Call | Last Date | Last date
quantity tender Deposit for issue of | for receipt
document | Receipt tender of bids on
(Non- pledged to | document prescribed
refundable) | Floriculture tender
Officer form.
District
Srinagar
Supply of fresh Rose 12/01/2024
flower petals. 100 Kgs Rs.100/- Rs.800/- upto 15/01/2024
4.00PM upto 4.00
PM

The tenders will be opened by the Local Purchase Committee on the same day or next
working day convenient to committee. However, in case of any eventuality, the tender

issue/receipt/opening date will be considered the next working day without any change of

fixed time and venue.

The tenderer shall have to keep (Technical bid) containing Copy of Registration, PAN Card
& Call Deposit Receipt in sealed envelop marked as “A”.

The Financial bid duly filled in and pasted with Revenue Stamps worth Rs.6/- should be
kept in separate Sealed Envelope marked as “B” and both technical bid envelope “A” and

Financial Bid envelope “B” should be put together in large Envelope addressed to the

Floriculture Officer, Pologround Park Srinagar

No: FOS/DOF/GS-NIT-03/2439
DIPK-14835/23
dated: 06-01-2024

Sd/-

Mubashir Ahmad Wani)
Floriculture Officer,
Department of Floriculture
District, Srinagar.

* PRAYERS
FAJR 6:08

HIJRI ZUHR  12:35
CALENDAR | AsR 3:57
24 Jumadaal-Sani | Magrib  5:39
1445 ISHA 7:04

This Day In History

754 Pope Stefanus Il arrives in Ponthion

1325 - Afonso IV succeeds Dionysius as King of
Portugal

1558 - Calais, last English possession in France,
retaken by French

1579 - England signs an offensive & defensive
alliance with Netherland

1610 - Galileo Galilei discovers the first three moons
of Jupiter: lo, Europa & Ganymede

1618 - Francis Bacon becomes Lord Chancellor of

England

1622 - Germany & Transylvania sign Peace of
Nikolsburg

1698 - Russian Tsar Peter the Great departs

Netherlands for England

1790 - French Revolution: A major riot breaks out
in Versailles as people demand lower bread prices
1822 - Liberia colonized by Americans

1904 - Marconi Co establishes "CQD" as 1st
international radio distress signal

1915 - World War |: Germany's Kaiser Wilhelm
approves strategic bombing of Britain, but forbids
bombing London, fearing his relatives in the royal
family might be killed

1922 - The Anglo-Irish Treaty is ratified by Dail
Eireann by a 64-57 vote

From KO Avchives

Delete Sindh Add Kashmir
To ‘Jan Gan Man'?

Supreme Court Serves Notice To
Government On National Anthem

Agencies

EW DELHI- The Supreme Court Thursday

sought the government's response to a petition

seeking the deletion of the word "Sindh", now a

part of Pakistan from India's national anthem
and replace it with the word "Kashmir".

A bench comprising Chief Justice R. C. Lahoti and
Judge G.P. Mathur issued notice to the government in
response to public interest litigation filed by Sanjeev
Bhatnagar, a scientist and speed skating champion who
represented India in the Asian Games.

In September, the court while rejecting his plea had
given the petitioner the liberty to draw the government's
attention to this and then approach the court if no action
was taken.

According to the petitioner, who is also an advocate,
approached the court stating that the inclusion of the
word Sindh in the national anthem was an infringement
on the sovereignty of Pakistan.

The inclusion of the word in the anthem for the past
54 sears had also hurt the feelings of over one billion peo-
ple in India, he claimed.

Bhatnagar said the petition was being filed to avoid
any future international dispute as such "flaws" in the an-
them could bring dishonour and disrespect to the nation.

He sought a direction for the deletion of the word
Sindh from the anthem and its substitution with the
word Kashmir. In response to his representation, the
home ministry replied the anthem was adopted by the
Constituent Assembly Jan 24, 1950. At that time, Sindh
had become a part of Pakistan and therefore the assembly
was conscious of this fact.

"The word Sindh refers not mere to the province of
Sindh but also to the Sindhi culture which is an inalien-
able part of the rich and diverse culture of India," the
home ministry said.

"Moreover, the contribution of Sindhi people in the
making of modern India has been extremely noteworthy
and cannot be overlooked. It may not therefore be appro-
priate to delete the word Sindh from the national anthem.

“Former deputy prime minister and senior Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) leader Advani is a member of the
Sindhi community.

(KASHMIR OBSERVER, 07 January, 2005)
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he changes in the 19th century

in Europe had not only led to

the emergence of industri-

alization, but the process of
rationalization overtook the socio-po-
litical landscapes as never seen before.
Thereafter, the advent of sovereign
states and the emergence of new laws
gave rise to new dynamics of Colonial-
ist-colonized dichotomy. In the 21st
Century, Old laws became obsolete
and new laws were framed however,
there had always been some political
and ideological interests behind the
door. Some thinkers saw the law in a
utilitarian framework while others
found it in the brackets of ‘habitual
command’ necessary to be followed.
In the same vein, recently in India, the
government claims to have stream-
lined the criminal major laws in the
country by replacing the existing Pe-
nal Code, Criminal Procedure Code
and The Evidence Act with Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA).
This act has started another debate
in the context of colonialist-colonized
framework.The legal intellectuals and
experts present dissimilar viewpoints
on the same, while some welcomed the
new criminal law as post-colonial and
Indianized in essence, others present-
ed them as variegated pictures with
patches or re-colonizing laws in mod-
ern attire. Common people, usually
unfamiliar with legal technicalities
although exhibited a silent approach
against these laws so far, but the driv-
er community has sent shockwaves to
the entire country by calling strikes
and colossal protests against the new
hit-and-run law introduced by section
106(2) of the BNS. Truck, Bus, and Taxi
drivers believe that the new hit-and-
run law is more draconian and strin-
gent as it would discriminately victim-
ize the drivers.

Understanding this law and dispelling the fear

Section 106 of the BNS provides
punishment for a death caused by a
rash or negligent act. While subsec-
tion 1 provides the punishment of
imprisonment of up to 5 years and a
fine, on the other side section 106 (2)
provides enhanced imprisonment of
up to 10 years and a fine in the case
where a person after causing death by
rash and negligent driving escapes the
place of occurrence without inform-
ing the police or magistrate. Widely
known as hit-and-run law this provi-
sion has replaced earlier Penal law
which provided imprisonment of up
to 2 years for causing the death of any
person by rash or negligent act. The
offence was bailable under the old
law but the new criminal law BNS has
made this offence more severe by mak-
ing it non-bailable and imposing strin-
gent punishment. Though this law is
still to come into force, it has caught

L aw

A Good Law or Not?

Waseem Khaliq and Showkat Ahmad Mir

the attention of drivers throughout
the country. Believing it as discrimi-
natory and unreasonable drivers ap-
prehend that this law is likely to be
misused against them, thus victimiz-
ing them even without their being any
fault. This fear constrained them to
call strikes and hold long demonstra-
tions against the hit-and-run law. The
enhanced punishment under section
106 (2) is not attracted where the driv-
er informs the police or magistrate
about the occurrence, in that case,
section 106(1) applies which provides
a punishment of up to 5 years with a
fine only. The enhanced punishment
is not applicable even in non-serious
accidental cases, where no death is
caused. However, the drivers appre-
hend that people around the occur-
rence place respond to the accidents
impulsively and are adverse to them,
which may even cause physical and
mental torture. This apprehension
though justifiable cannot be an excuse
to get a free hand for an act which is
itself an offence.

Why the strict hit—-and-run law is needed
Stringent punishment for serious
accident cases can be viewed as a re-

The hit—=and-run

law in its present form is
susceptible to ambiguities
and interpretational
conjuncture. There

seems an absence of
reasonable nexus between
the gravity of failure to
inform authorities and the
severity of punishment
provided for it. Escaping
without reporting cannot
be taken as grave as the
substantive offence of
causing death by rash

and negligent driving,
thus mere failure to
inform the police should
hardly warrant a fine or
imprisonment of uptoa
few months

markable move by the Centre because
the old laws did not provide adequate
punishment for the offence of death
by rash and negligent driving. Law

Commission in its 234th report had

sistance to the victim. Furthermore,
it aids Section 134(2) of the Motor Ve-
hicle Amendment Act 2019 which im-
poses a duty on the driver of a vehicle
involved in an accident to report the
circumstances of occurrence to the
nearest police station.

Challenges surrounding this law

The hit-and-run law in its pres-
ent form is susceptible to ambigui-
ties and interpretational conjuncture.
There seems an absence of reasonable
nexus between the gravity of failure
to inform authorities and the severity
of punishment provided for it. Escap-
ing without reporting cannot be taken
as grave as the substantive offence of
causing death by rash and negligent
driving, thus mere failure to inform
the police should hardly warrant a
fine or imprisonment of up to a few
months. The provision would be sub-
jected to multiple interpretations. It
stipulates information to concerned
authorities after the accident, but
how? Is the driver supposed to go to
the police station or the magistrate in
person and inform them about the oc-
currence or mere telecommunication
or other instant modes of communica-
tion will suffice? In the latter case to
escape the enhanced punishment, the
accused would just hit a call to police
about the occurrence and leave the
spot, thus defeating the purpose of this
provision. Again expecting the Instant
information to police after the acci-
dent by the accused is obscure for the
reason that the person’s mental health
at the time accident is affected severe-
ly. The aftershock and mental trau-
ma to the Accused at the occurrence

recommended 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment for the offence of caus-
ing death by rash/reckless driving. In
the same report, the commission also
recommended a minimum imprison-
ment of 2 years for causing death by
driving under the influence of liquor.
A report titled ‘Road Accidents in In-
dia-2022’ released by the Ministry Of
Road Transport and Highways shows
a huge surge in the number of acci-
dental fatalities in 2022. Over 1.5 lac
people died and around 4.5 lac suf-
fered injuries due to accidents. The
major causes of such accidents were
rash/negligent driving, driving under
the influence of alcohol/ intoxicating
drugs, over speeding, driving on the
wrong side/ lane of the road, jump-
ing a red light and using of mobile
phone while driving. Hit-and-run law
in its present form may prove to be a
golden law in combating the terror of
reckless driving. It exhibits a deter-
rent approach towards carelessness
and negligent driving, which in turn
would check the menace of hit-and-
run cases. It will boost the speedier in-
vestigation of serious accident cases,
identification and apprehension of
the accused as well as immediate as-

should have been taken into contem-
plation by the legislature and limited
time say 12 or 24 hours should have
been allowed him to inform the police
station or a magistrate. Furthermore,
the driver is bound to inform the po-
lice or magistrate before leaving the
spot only where death is caused. What
if a person survives and only grievous
hurt or simple hurt is caused? He can
flee the spot without informing the au-
thorities. This shows a huge discrep-
ancy in the law which makes it subject
to reconsideration.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

Waseem Khaliq has studied Law at

Aligarh Muslim University and works

as Advocate in J&K. and Showkat
Ahmad Mir is a Research Associate
in the ICSSR research project at

the Central University of Himachal
Pradesh. They can be contacted at:
Waseemkhaliquwk89@gmail.com,
showkat.cuhp@gmail.com

Madan Sabnavis

he first advance estimates of
the gross domestic product
(GDP) for FY24 needs to be in-
terpreted with caution. With
nine months in the year having passed
and official data existing for the months
up to November, taking a call on the full
year is based on extrapolations. In fact,
since the value added numbers for some
sectors like manufacturing are based
on the first two quarters information,
there also is the assumption of persis-
tence of trends, which may not always
hold. Therefore the growth rate of 7.3%
for the year should be seen more as a
forecast rather than an estimate.

The question then would be: Is there
any value in bringing out such informa-
tion? In fact, towards the end of Febru-
ary, the second advance estimates will
be brought out by the government. This
would be more data-driven than ex-
trapolation, and could be different from
what has been projected this time.

There would be information for
two more months, taking it closer to
the mark. The answer is that such an
estimate is required not from the aca-
demic standpoint but for drawing up
the Union Budget. Ever since the Bud-
get has been moved to February 1, hav-
ing some estimate of GDP in absolute
terms has become imperative for the
finance ministry.

A Shghtly Rosier Picture

There could be a marginally downward bias to the first advance GDP
estimate of 7.3% for FY24. Actual growth could tilt towards 7%.

The Budget is based on an assump-
tion of growth in the GDP as all tax rev-
enues are juxtaposed against this num-
ber. While a projection for FY25 can be
based on the ministry’s conjecture—
which normally tends to be conserva-
tive, the base for FY24 needs to be there.
This is where this advance estimate
fits in. It also means that the Budget is
based on two GDP numbers in nominal

most indicators.

Manufacturing is to grow by 6.5%,
and, here, the bulk is accounted for the
organised sector where profit-and-loss
(P&L) accounts of companies are used.
For the unorganised sector, the Index
of Industrial Production (IIP) is used,
which has also been high due to the
base effect.

Mining has grown by 8.1% and

money in all these segments.

Ideally, a higher number would
have been expected as the buoyancy
remains even today if one goes by the
proxies used. The finance and real es-
tate segment has grown by 8.9%, which
is in line with the high growth in depos-
its and credit in the banking system.
The government sector has shown sta-
bility, at 7.7%, which in alignment with

‘ ‘ The trade, transport, communications, hotels, etc, segment has slowed down to 6.3%, which
is more due to the high-base syndrome (its growth was 14% last year). This is one segment that
still sees vestiges of the pent-up demand, with people spending a lot of money in all these segments.

terms which are forecasts rather than
true numbers. Hence, even though this
number will change, there is some val-
ue to this number as there has to be an
indicative number.

Prima facie, one could have expect-
ed a high GDP growth number, and,
hence, 7.3% does not come as a surprise
as it is higher than the RBI forecast
of 7%. This had to happen as the first
two quarters registered growth of 7.8%
and 7.6%, and any extrapolation would
mean replication of the same—which,
in turn, provides an upward bias to the
estimate. It is also not surprising that
most of the growth rates look healthy
as they gel with the official numbers
released for various sectors till Novem-
ber, which is the latest data available on

electricity by 8.3%. Here, too, the core
sector data—released on a monthly ba-
sis—have highlighted the same level
of buoyancy. In case of construction,
where steel and cement are the main
proxies that are used, 10.7% growth
looks very much on expected lines. If
the government is less aggressive on
spending towards the end of the year,
there could be some correction here.
But, projects in housing and roads have
dominated this sector’s growth.

The trade, transport, communica-
tions, hotels, etc, segment has slowed
down to 6.3%, which is more due to the
high-base syndrome (its growth was
14% last year). This is one segment
that still sees vestiges of the pent-up
demand, with people spending a lot of

the accounts released till November.

The only disappointment—and this
bears out in the real world—is agricul-
ture, which is to slow down to 1.8%. In
fact, this was to grow by 3-3.5%, but the
kharif output has disappointed and it
does look like that rabi harvest would
also be lower this year as the sowing in
wheat and chana are lagging. This can
be attributed to the less-than-normal
monsoon and the low reservoir levels
seen at present.

The investment scene, as indicated
by the gross fixed capital formation rate,
needs to also be looked at with caution as
it has increased from 29.2% to 29.8%.

But other proxies such as growth in
bank credit to large industry or bond
issues (which are basically by finance

companies) do not support the theory
that investment is booming. It can be as-
sumed that this has come out of higher
government capex, with the states not
fully supporting this trend. It is possible
that there could be some moderation go-
ing forward.

As the GDP data is based on ex-
trapolations, an interesting feature
which emerges is that consumption
in nominal terms has grown by 8.7%,
which is less than the GST collections
rate for first nine months that was in
double digits (11.7%). This can see some
upward movement when the final num-
bers are out as the two should move
together once the economies of better
compliance are exhausted.

On the whole, it does look like that
there could be downward bias to the es-
timate and growth will tilt towards the
7% number. There is likely to be a slow-
down in corporate profits growth and
affect segments where these proxies are
used. But this will be a good base for the
government to use when planning the
Budget and estimating the revenues to
be garnered.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of Kashmir
Observer. The article was originally
published by Financial Express

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of Kashmir Observer LLP | Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd 120-Electronic Complex, Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam
Published from: 5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K | Editor: Sajjad Haider | RNI Registration No: 69503/98 | Postal Registration No-L/159/K0/SK/2014-16 | Legal Counsel: Tasadug Khwaja

Switchboard: (0194) 2502327 | +911947969705 | Editorial: (0194) 2502327 | Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net




Think

Opinion Analysis Essays

K ASHMIR OBSERVER

Srinagar | Sunday | 07-01-2024 \

Peer Mohammad Amir Qureshi

In the sanctuary of my abode, co-
cooned beneath a cozy blanket with
the gentle embrace of a room heater,
I delved into the pages of a book.
Suddenly, the symphony of solitude
was interrupted by the melodious
hum of my phone. Retrieving it from
my pocket, I discovered a call from
my dear friend Adil Rehman, beck-
oning me to join him with a swift
promise, [ ventured towards an or-
chard where we used to meet.As [
approached the designated meeting
point, a captivating scene unfolded
before me—a cluster of exuberant
children besieging a majestic chest-
nut tree. The chestnuts are the de-
ciduous trees of the genus Castanea.
They fervently pelted pebbles at the
treasure-laden branches, where the
“Punjab Gaer,” or chestnuts, hung.
Encased within prickly husks, these
chestnuts were delicately gathered
by some children, each cradling na-
ture’s bounty in their laps. Witness-
ing this nostalgic tableau, memo-
ries of my own youthful escapades
flooded back.I Reminisced about the
two chestnut trees that graced my
village, a rarity in the precincts of
district Ganderbal.The lore persisted
that these venerable chestnut trees
were planted by Haji Ghulam rasool
of Habbakadal srinagar, alegacy en-
during for at least seven decades. As
per the wisdom passed down by the
elders of my native village, there was
a time when a playground graced
the landscape, a gathering place for
children from the surrounding area.
In those early days, the roots of the
two chestnut trees were planted.
However, the passage of time ush-
ered in change, transforming the
terrain into an orchard adorned with
apple and various plum trees. Even-
tually, the orchard changed hands,
finding a new proprietor in Now-
shera Srinagar. The custodianship of
the garden transitioned to the capa-
ble hands of the “Gujjars,” who not
only tended to their cattle but also

Tryst With Chestnut Trees

These twin chestnut arbors grace
the roadside, standing as silent sen-
tinels. Interestingly, the custodians
of the adjacent orchard never voiced
objections to the seasonal tradition
of gathering the coveted chestnuts,
fondly known as “Punjab Gaer.” In
my personal contemplation, these
chestnut trees were nothing short
of a benevolent offering to the en-
tire village. As autumn unfolded its
vibrant hues and the chill of win-
ter lingered, the bountiful fruits
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AS AUTUMN UNFOLDEDITS VIBRANT HUES AND THE CHILL OF
WINTER LINGERED, THE BOUNTIFUL FRUITS ADORNED THE

BRANCHES, DRAWING CHILDREN LIKE MAGNETS. This communal
treasure was freely accessible, existing within the public domain, devoid
of any prohibitions imposed by the orchard’s watchful guardians

children like magnets. This commu-
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by the orchard’s watchful guardians.
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with Gowhar by my side, we would
frequent the orchard, eagerly as-
sessing the ripening of chestnuts.
Patiently awaiting the perfect mo-
ment, we watched as the trees trans-
formed. However, one fateful year,
our anticipation led to disappoint-
ment - the branches bore no fruit
for us as they were plucked by other
children of our village and we had
to wait for one year.Usually it bore
fruits during the departure of the
“Bakerwals” to Jammu, leaving their
dormant kitchens by the orchard,
where they typically cooked on tra-
ditional “Daanbur.”Undeterred, we
ventured to open the chestnuts nes-
tled in spiky husks, gathering straws
to ignite the “Daanbur.” The crack-
ling sound of chestnuts bursting
into a flavorful blaze was a joyous
symphony. Anyone traversing the
road couldn’t resist joining our en-
deavor, captivated by the enchant-
ing taste of chestnus. Little ones,
especially, were fervent followers,
drawn into the allure of those mes-
merizing chestnuts.Regrettably, a
few years ago, the guardian of that
cherished shop axed the branches of
those two chestnut trees. The intru-
sion of children, throwing pebbles,
irked the new custodians. Today, the
once abundant and delectable chest-
nuts have dwindled both in quality
and quantity, a poignant reflection
of changing times and the altered
custodianship of that precious or-
chard.The shifting sands of time and
the evolving nature of people serve
as a stark reminder. There’s a loom-
ing apprehension that the hands of
progress might fell those venerable
trees in the future. Yet, the indelible
memories woven with those trees
persist, eternally fresh in our minds,
akin to a conversation held just
yesterday.May the yet unborn gen-
eration savor the essence of those
chestnuts, cultivating a connection
with the past that transcends the
passage of time.

The author is a Columnist. He

nurtured the flourishing orchard.

adorned the branches,

drawing

nal treasure was freely accessible,

devoid of any prohibitions imposed

The recollection remains vivid -

tweets @peermohdamir

PARENTING WITH EMPATHY

How to foster intelligenceinkids

Tanya Mehra

Parenting is a journey filled with joy,

challenges, and responsibilities.

As parents, we strive to raise our
children to become intelligent, compas-
sionate, and successful individuals. One
powerful approach to nurturing a child’s
development is through parenting with
empathy.

In this article, we will explore the sig-
nificance of empathy in parenting and
discuss effective strategies to foster in-
telligence in kids. By embracing empa-
thy and implementing these techniques,
you can create a nurturing environment
that stimulates your child’s intellectual
growth and emotional well-being.

Parenting with empathy - A key to success

Parenting with empathy involves un-
derstanding and sharing the feelings of
your child. It goes beyond mere sym-
pathy and allows you to connect with
their experiences on a deeper level. By
cultivating empathy, you can establish a
strong emotional bond with your child,
fostering trust, security, and open com-
munication. This emotional connection
serves as the foundation for developing
intelligence, resilience, and self-esteem
in children.
The power of active listening

One of the fundamental aspects of
parenting with empathy is active listen-
ing. When you truly listen to your child,
you validate their emotions and dem-
onstrate your genuine interest in their
thoughts and feelings. By maintaining
eye contact, using non-verbal cues, and
providing undivided attention, you cre-
ate a safe space for your child to express
themselves freely. This practice not only
enhances your understanding of their
needs but also nurtures their self-ex-
pression and self-confidence.

Encouraging Emotional Intelligence

Emotional intelligence is a vital
skill that empowers children to rec-
ognize, understand, and manage their
emotions effectively. By encouraging
emotional intelligence, parents can
help their kids develop the essential
life skills needed to navigate through
various challenges. To foster emotional
intelligence in your child, consider the
following strategies:

-

Label and Acknowledge Emo-
tions: Teach your child to iden-
tify and label different emotions.
By acknowledging their feelings,
you validate their experiences and
teach them to express themselves
in a healthy manner.

Teach Problem-Solving Skills:
Encourage your child to find solu-
tions to their problems rather than
providing immediate answers.
This promotes critical thinking,
creativity, and independence.

>

Promote Empathy: Help your
child understand the feelings and
perspectives of others. Engage in
discussions about empathy, kind-
ness, and compassion to instill
these values in their daily interac-
tions.

Model Emotional Regulation: Be
arole model for emotional regula-
tion by managing your own emo-
tions effectively. Show your child
healthy coping mechanisms and
problem-solving strategies.

The role of play in cognitive development
Play is an essential component of a
child’s cognitive development. It pro-
vides opportunities for creativity, prob-
lem-solving, and exploration. By engag-
ing in play activities with your child, you
can facilitate their intellectual growth
while strengthening your bond. Consider
incorporating the following play-based

activities into your parenting routine:
> Pretend play: Encourage your
child to engage in imaginative
play, such as pretending to be a

doctor, chef, or astronaut. This
type of play promotes creativity,
social skills, and cognitive flexibil-
ity.

Building blocks: Provide your
child with building blocks or con-
struction sets. These activities
enhance spatial awareness, prob-
lem-solving skills, and fine motor
development.

Puzzles and board games: En-
gage in puzzles and board games
that challenge your child’s think-
ing and problem-solving abilities.
These activities promote cognitive
skills, strategic thinking, and per-
severance.

Sensory play: Sensory play in-
volves activities that stimulate
a child’s senses, such as touch,
sight, smell, and sound. Provid-
ing sensory experiences through
materials like sand, water, play-
dough, or sensory bins filled with
rice or beans can enhance a child’s
cognitive development. It helps
them explore different textures,
develop hand-eye coordination,
and improve their ability to prob-
lem-solve and think creatively.
Artistic expression: Encouraging
children to engage in various art
forms, such as drawing, painting,
or sculpting, can contribute signif-
icantly to their cognitive develop-
ment. Art activities promote fine
motor skills, hand-eye coordina-
tion, and spatial awareness. They
also encourage self-expression,
imagination, and the ability to
think outside the box.

Memory games: Engaging chil-
dren in memory games can have
a positive impact on their cogni-
tive abilities. Memory games in-
volve the recall and recognition
of information, which strength-
ens memory skills and improves
concentration. Games like match-
ing cards or recalling sequences
of objects or events can enhance
a child’s cognitive processing, at-
tention span, and problem-solv-
ing skills.

The article was originally published by
TOI
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Sheetal Nanda leads
public outreach
programme at Banihal

BANIHAL, JANUARY 06:
Commissioner Secretary
Social Welfare department,
Sheetal Nanda led a compre-
hensive public outreach pro-
gram here today to establish
a direct dialogue between of-
ficials and the local residents.
During the outreach pro-
gramme, the Commissioner
Secretary held elaborative interac-
tions with the locals and listened
to their issues and grievances.
The public during the in-
teraction, raised several is-
sues before the Commissioner
Secretary ranging from better
infrastructure like approach
roads to Khari railway station,
internal road enhancements,
and the establishment of a
maternity hospital in Banihal.
Issues like need for more
teachers and a comprehen-
sive plan for youth involved in
infrastructure projects were
also brought into the notice of
Commissioner Secretary.
While interacting with the
public, Sheetal Nanda assured
them unAssuring unwavering
support from the government.
She addressed each demand
patiently while emphasizing on
the potential benefits of centrally
sponsored schemes on the public.
Encouraging active participa-
tion, Nanda highlighted the sig-
nificance of utilizing schemes
like  Anganwadi

Centers,

marriage assistance schemes,
Jeevan Jyoti Beema, Holistic
Agriculture Development,
PMEGP, and skill development
initiative for overall develop-
ment of the region.

During the programme,
the Commissioner Secretary
explored stalls set up by vari-
ous government departments
showcasing various schemes as
well as the rich local produce
and handicrafts.

While inspecting the stalls,
Sheetal Nanda recognized
and appreciated the skills of
Banihal’s youth and the com-
mendable  contribution  of
women in handicrafts.

She also acknowledged the
commendable efforts of dis-
trict administration and asked
them for further improvement
in public service delivery.

On the occasion, Deputy
Commissioner, Baseer Ul Haq
Chaudhary reiterated the com-
mitment to addressing public
concerns, announcing regu-
lar fortnightly outreach pro-
grammes in Banihal for continu-
ous communication with general
public. Expressing gratitude, PO
ICDS, Ramban, Jahangir Hashmi
highlighted the success of the
Vikshit Bharat Sankalp Yatra,
which reached 70,000 people
in 40 days, issuing Ayushman
Cards and supporting agriculture
through KCC cards.

p

CS assesses preparedness
for full solarization of

government

o
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JAMMU, JANUARY 6: Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo today
chaired a meeting to assess the
preparedness of the UT for sat-
uration of rooftop solar power
plants on all the government
buildings by December, 2025
here as per the target fixed by
Prime Minister in the recently
concluded CS Conference at
New Delhi.

The meeting  besides
Principal Secretary, Finance
was attended by Commissioner
Secretary, Science &
Technology and CEO, JAKEDA
and other senior officers of the
concerned departments.

In the onset of this meeting
the Chief Secretary empha-
sised upon making a robust
strategy for time bound de-
livery of the same without
any fail. He made out that the
solar energy is clean and less
expensive so it is in the fitness
of things to adopt and exploit
its potential in the UT as much
as possible.

He advised for holding

meetings with the biggest
players available in the market
like those of NHPC, NTPC or
SECI for tapping the potential
and studying the feasibility
and potential of each govern-
ment building here in the UT.

Dulloo asked for conduct-
ing a day long workshop with
such players and apprising
them about your interest be-
fore them about this solariza-
tion mission here. He further
gave out that besides provid-
ing the requisite revolving
fund to the JAKEDA for this
task the government is also
open to extend subsidy to the
agencies implementing this
programme in the UT.

He advised the department
to prepare a model contract
and DPR for each district after
carrying out survey of identi-
fied buildings in next couple of
weeks. He told them to watch
for the successful precedences
left by other States/UTs in the
country. He also stressed on
seeking technical assistance

—

from any reputed organisation
in order to have a clear road-
map for achieving this goal.

In his presentation the
Commissioner Secretary, S&T,
Saurabh Bhagat revealed that
the UT government offices has
22494 registrations to their
names across the districts of
J&K with a sanctioned load of
about 486 MW. It was given
out that nearly 1900 buildings
had already been solarized
either by JAKEDA or other de-
partments with a cumulative
capacity of 27.61 MW till now.

Moreover it was revealed
that approximately 300 MW
could be added by install-
ing these rooftop solar power
plants in remaining 20,000
buildings. It was added that
each of the department has to
provide the information like
list of their buildings along
with sanctioned connected
load, shadow free rooftop
space, geo-coordinates and
other relevant details about
such structures here.

Three Leading Coaching
Centers in Srinagar Join
Forces to Form EMERGE

Three leading coaching cen-
ters of J&K decided to merge to
form a single platform for the
students of the valley. The three
coaching centers which collabo-
rated are KIE, HOPE CLASSES and
MISSION-E. The new Institute
will be called EMERGE with dif-
ferent brand and logo which will
be launched in coming days.

Taking their long history of
producing the toppers in NEET
and JEE into the account the
administration of these coach-
ing centers reaffirmed their
faith that they will continue
to grow beyond the students'
expectations.

Talking on the occasion as chief
guest, president CCAK, G N VAAR
said that sustenance of the local
Institutes has become a neces-
sity in the present scenario. He
emphasised on the educators to
provide the quality education at
par with the national Institutes.
Chairman Hope Classes Dr

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Sajad Ahmad Lone earlier wel-
comed the guests and students
to the function. He said that
these three top Institutes have
given hundreds of doctors and
engineers to society.

Director ~ Mission-E Mr
Shahnawaz Ahmad said that the
local Institutes has been at the
forefront in serving the down-
trodden students of the valley.
He said that every Institute has
taught hundreds of students
for free who were deserving but
were not able to afford the fee.

CEO Aspire Institute speak-
ing on the occasion said that it
was a dream come true to bring
all the top Institutes under one
banner. He assured that the best
of the best will be provided to
the students in terms of facili-
ties like management, academ-
ics, online resources etc. He said
that EMERGE plans to expand its
branches to the other parts of the
country within next four years.

Nation Is Proud

government to promote equitable and inclu-
sive development, the LG said that under the
leadership of the PM, the welfare schemes and
rapid development in all sectors have trans-
formed the lives of the poorest of the poor.

“PM Narendra Modi ji has empowered and
enabled common man to stand on their own
feet for sustainable income and quality living,”
Sinha while addressing the function said.

LG said that the UT Administration is always
committed to serve the people with com-
plete dedication and to resolve their issues
promptly.

Sinha administered the ‘Hamara Sankalp
Viksit Bharat’ pledge to officials and the citi-
zens. He visited the stalls put up by different
departments and handed over the sanction
letters and benefits to beneficiaries under
various schemes.

Beneficiaries also shared their experiences
and success stories on the occasion.

IGP Kashmir, Vidhi Kumar Birdi; Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri;
DIG CKR Srinagar, Sujit Kumar; Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz;
CEO Srinagar Smart City Limited, Athar Aamir
Khan; senior officers of police and civil ad-
ministration and people in large number were
present.

No Dearth Of

“Under the dynamic leadership of Athar
Amir, Srinagar has witnessed a huge transfor-
mation in the past two years. Today, we can
say that Srinagar has emerged as one of the
best cities in the country.”

He said the massive and first of its kind new
year celebration at Lal Chowk to welcome the
year 2024 and the festivities till late night is
indication of positive change in people’s lives
and restoration of Kashmir’s ancient glory

MBBS Student

discovering his body police had taken the
body for postmortem and will be handed over
to the Indian Embassy soon.

The shocking news has devastated Arsalan’s
family, prompting a desperate plea for assis-
tance to repatriate his body to Kashmir.

The family is appealing for swift aid to ex-
pedite the repatriation process, ensuring that
Arsalan’s final rites can be performed in his
hometown. The grieving family is also urging
immediate communication with the embassy
and the university in Iran to navigate the nec-
essary procedures efficiently.

Jammu & Kashmir Students Association has
also urged the Ministry of External Affairs and
Lieutenant Governor led administration to fa-
cilitate the repatriation of the mortal remains
of the deceased student.

“We have taken up the matter with the
Ministry of External Affairs and the office of
LG Manoj Sinha for early repatriation of the
mortal remains to bring some solace to the be-
reaved family,” Nasir Khuehami, spokesperson
of the association said.

“We hope that the mortal remains will be
brought back anytime in the next two days,”
he added.

The district administration Baramulla has
also sought intervention from LG to facilitate
early repatriation of the mortal remains of the
student.

Water Bodies Freeze

previous night’s minus 4.5 degrees Celsius,
they said.

The minimum temperature in Kokernag
town settled at minus 2.9 degrees Celsius and
in Kupwara at minus 5.4 degrees Celsius.

People who live in houseboats at Dal Lake
had a tough time breaking the layer of ice
over the water body to reach its banks. Water
in pipes also freezed in several parts of the

Kashmir valley.

Kashmir has been going through a pro-
longed dry spell and a 79 per cent deficit in
rainfall was recorded for December.

There has been no snowfall in most plain ar-
eas of Kashmir, while the upper reaches of the
valley have received lesser than usual amounts
of snow. The meteorological department has
forecast mainly dry weather till January 12.

Punjab Brothers

A case was registered against the accused in
2020 following a complaint about embezzle-
ment of Rs 1.64 crore out of the revenue col-
lected as water charges in the city division, he
added.

The police earlier arrested Nikhil Gandral,
the then cashier at the Jal Shakti office here,
and Inderpal Singh of Jammu and chargesheet-
ed them in the case in March 2020.

According to officials, the revenue collected
by the sub-divisional staff was deposited at
the division headquarters with the accused
cashier for its further remittance into the gov-
ernment treasury.

However, the cashier siphoned off Rs 1.64
crore and revealed that he had given the mon-
ey to bookie Jatin, on the assurance that he
would get double the amount in return, they
said.

NIA Attaches

related to drone-dropping of weapons and
money by a Pakistan-based module operating
in J&K, the agency said.

The kingpin in the case, Faisal Muneer, was
earlier arrested and charge-sheeted by the
NIA, which found him to be involved in receiv-
ing weapon consignments sent from across
the border by Sajjad Gul alias Hamza, the
statement said.

The NIA said that after receiving the weap-
ons, Muneer used to deliver them in Srinagar

to Ganaie, who further distributed them to ac-
tive cadres or terrorists of the TRF to carry out
targeted killings to spread terror.

“The accused were also engaged in radical-
ising, motivating and instigating vulnerable
youth to join TRF or LeT and other terror out-
fits in Kashmir.

“Besides arms and ammunition, NIA inves-
tigators had recovered several incriminating
materials, including chats about terror funds,
from the mobile phones of the accused per-
sons,” the agency said.

The NIA has established that the accused
had been carrying out terrorist activities for
a long time, thereby threatening the security,
integrity and sovereignty of India, it added.

The agency had taken over the case initially
registered by the Chanapora police station
in May 2022 and re-registered it at the NIA’s
Jammu branch office on June 18, 2022.

The NIA intends to intensify its efforts to
dismantle all terror networks and demolish
their support infrastructure by attaching and
seizing their properties in the coming days,
the statement said.

What Steps

schemes and programmes that can support
the intervention, funding sources, mitigation
potential, indicators and measure outcomes
are indicated.

The sectoral action plan focuses on power,
energy and habitat sector, sustainable trans-
port, agriculture and green spaces, and waste
management as the key sectors for Srinagar
city. The resilience interventions included in
the action plan are informed by the baseline
sectoral GHG emissions and identified climate
vulnerabilities.

The team recommended a number of sug-
gestions to save the city from Nature’s wrath.
The key intervention that needs to be taken,
according to the researchers, include scaling

up Renewable Energy (RE) generation by pro-
moting rooftop and ground mounted instal-
lations of solar power plants (SPP) at house-
holds, institutions, government buildings,
commercial buildings etc in the city.

It also suggested encouraging faster penetra-
tion of the Street Lighting National Programme
(SLNP) and UJALA Scheme (Domestic Efficient
Lighting Program), that will ensure all lighting
fixtures are replaced with energy-efficient LED
bulbs, tube lights and fans at domestic, public
buildings and streetlights.

The report also recommended replacing
Diesel gensets in residential, commercial, in-
stitutional sectors with solar powered or other
storage options.

It further says that the government needs
wide-scale adoption of Electric Vehicles (EV)
by increasing share in private passenger ve-
hicles (cars and 2 wheelers), public trans-
port (buses, mini-buses), intermediate public
transport (3 wheelers, e-rickshaws), delivery
service fleets, vehicle fleets owned by govern-
ment departments etc:

“Establish widespread EV charging infra-
structure (at strategic locations such as com-
mercial hubs, public parking, airport, railway
station etc.) free/subsidized parking spaces,”
the report suggested.

The report further noted that a strong
Public transport (PT) and Intermediate
Public Transport (IPT) network in the city
would discourage use of private vehicles and
help curb Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
and traffic congestion. It focused on enhanc-
ing green cover by increasing trees outside
forest and green spaces through measures
such as setting up of urban parks, floating
gardens etc.

“These steps will reduce GHG emissions,
improve air quality, reduce traffic conges-
tion and improve public health,” the experts
recommended.

Aes Raeshir
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SRINAGAR: In a striking turn
of events, Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K) experienced an un-
precedented surge in tourism
in 2023, welcoming a record-
breaking 2 crore tourists. This
surge, the highest in 77 years,
is indicative of the positive
transformation within the
Union Territory over the past
four years, resulting in in-
creased employment oppor-
tunities and a thriving hotel
industry. The cinematic allure
of the region attracted over

100 film shoots in the last year
alone, shining a spotlight on
its captivating landscapes.
Recently, the renowned
French newspaper, Le Figaro,
presented a grand report on
the evolving charm of Kash-
mir, describing it as a "Forgot-
ten paradise” timidly opening
up to foreign travelers after
decades of conflict. The piece,
by Bérénice Debras, portrays
Srinagar as a haven of peace in
the foothills of the Himalayas.
The narrative unfolds at 5:30

where the day breaks in a veil

of mist. The boat gracefully
glides across the tranquil wa-
ters, surrounded by a serene
silence. Time seemingly holds
its breath, and birds whis-
per softly. The floating mar-
ket comes to life as vegetable
sellers engage in negotiations
from one boat to another. The
century-old tradition remains
unchanged, with the aroma
of traditional Kashmiri khawa
wafting from a mobile samo-
var, providing an authentic
experience.

J&K Blossoms: Le Figaro Chromcles e Enchantmg Transformation Of Kashmir

A charismatic character, Mr.
Wonderful Flowerman, takes
center stage in the Le Figaro re-
port. Draped in a pink sweater
and a multicolored shirt, he
embodies the essence of a
Bollywood character. Negotia-
tions for a bouquet at a 'golden
price’ lead to a unique condi-
tion - a visit to Mr. Wonderful
Flowerman's father's floating
gardens where the plants are
cultivated. The journey to an
islet on Nigeen Lake unveils
the patriarch's lament for the

end of the season, accom-
panied by a glimpse into his
daughters' papier-maché box
painting in a rickety wooden
cabin.

As the Le Figaro report con-
cludes, it beautifully captures
J&K's journey from a conflict-
ridden past to a blossoming
present. The once-forgotten
paradise is portrayed as re-
claiming its position on the
world stage, signifying a re-
newed era of enchantment
and allure.

LOK SABHA ELECTIONS

INDIA Bloc Will Discuss
Seat-Sharing In J&K,
Ladakh: Cong

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The opposition IN-
DIA alliance partners will dis-
cuss seat-sharing in Jammu
and Kashmir for the Lok Sabha
elections when the polls are
announced, senior Congress
leader Ghulam Ahmad Mir said
on Saturday.

The people of J-K and La-
dakh are ready to give all six
seats to the INDIA alliance,
said Mir, who is the Congress

general secretary in-charge for
Jharkhand and West Bengal.

"There are six Lok Sabha seats
in Jammu and Kashmir and La-
dakh. The INDIA alliance will sit
together and decide on it," he
told reporters in Anantnag.

"We are waiting for the
elections, and the people of
this region are ready to bring
a change in Delhi and elect a
strong, pro-people government
that represents people under
the Constitution," Mir said.

Chairman DDC Budgam
Calls On LG Smha
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Nazir Ahmad Khan,
Chairman District Development
Council, Budgam called on Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha at
Raj Bhawan on Saturday.

A delegation of J&K General
Line Teachers Forum called on

the Lt Governor and expressed
gratitude to the UT Administra-
tion for upgradation and mod-
ernisation of school education
system.

Later, a delegation of former
Broadcast Assistants, All India
Radio Srinagar also called on
the LG.

Couple, Child Die As SUV
Falls Into Reasi Gorge

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A couple and their
three-month-old child died
on Saturday when their SUV
veered off the road and fell
into a 400-foot-deep gorge in
Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi
district, police said.

One person sustained seri-
ous injuries in the incident,
they said.

Around 12:45 pm, a Bolero
Camper that was on its way to
Chassana from Tulli fell into
the gorge near the Zero Point,
killing three people on the spot
and leaving one injured, said

Station House Officer, Chas-
sana, Suman Singh.

The vehicle was reduced to
a mangled heap of metal and
rescuers had a tough time re-
covering the bodies, he said.

The deceased have been
identified as Zahid Ahmad
(27) of Balmatkote village of
Mabhore, his wife Sayra Akhter
(26) and their three-month-old
baby, Singh said.

Irfan Ahmad, a resident of
Deval village of Mahore, was
injured. He has been admitted
to a hospital, where his condi-
tion is stated to be critical, the
SHO said.

J&K Leaders Question
Decision To Lease Out

Electricity To Rajasthan

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Party leaders in
Jammu and Kashmir on Satur-
day questioned the adminis-
tration's decision to lease out
electricity from the Ratle Pow-
er Project in Kishtwar to Raj-
asthan, pointing out that the
Union Territory is itself facing a
"severe power crisis".

Ratle Hydro Electric Power
Corporation Limited (RHPCL),
a joint venture between the
NHPC Limited and JKSPDC, has
entered into a Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) with the Raj-
asthan Urja Vikas and IT Servic-
es Limited for 850 MW sourcing
from the project in Kishtwar.

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) chief Mehbooba Mufti on
Saturday said supplying elec-
tricity to Rajasthan from the
Ratle Project would "rob" the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

"At a time when J&K is fac-
ing a severe power Crisis never
witnessed before our hydro
electric resources are being
outsourced to other states. Yet
another decision that will rob
people of basic amenities with
an intention to collectively
punish the inhabitants of J&K,"
the PDP chief posted on X.

The agreement has been

signed for off-take of power for
a period of 40 years from the
Commercial Operation Date
(COD) of the project and as per
power allocation to be notified
by the Union Ministry of Power.

The PPA was signed in Jaipur
on January 3 in the presence
of senior officers of the RHPCL
and Rajasthan Urja Vikas and IT
Services Limited.

Meanwhile, Apni Party presi-
dent Altaf Bukhari said the de-
cision to lease out electricity to
Rajasthan was puzzling.

"At a time when the entire
Jammu and Kashmir is facing an
acute electricity crisis, especial-
ly in its rural areas, the reported
leasing out of electricity from
Rattle Power Project Kishtwar
to Rajasthan is quite puzzling,"
Bukhari said in a post on X.

He said the ]J-K administra-
tion should come clear on the
facts.

"The J&K administration
has off and on come on record
claiming that it has been buying
the power supply from other
states to meet the demands in
the Union Territory, while at the
same time leasing out its own
supply to another state is be-
yond comprehension. Urge the
J&K admin to come clear on the
facts,” Bukhari's post added.

PARTICIPANTS LISTENING KEENLY to the speech of Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha (not
in the picture) during Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra in Srinagar on Saturday.
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20000 Govt Buildings In
J&K To Get Solar Power

Chief Secretary Asks JAKEDA To Prepare A Model Contract, DPR For Each District

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo on
Saturday chaired a meeting to
assess the preparedness of the
Union Territory for saturation
of rooftop solar power plants
on all the government buildings
by December, 2025 here as per
the target fixed by Prime Minis-
ter in the recently concluded CS
Conference at New Delhi.

The meeting besides Prin-
cipal Secretary, Finance was
attended by Commissioner
Secretary, Science & Technol-
ogy and CEO, JAKEDA and
other senior officers of the
concerned departments, an of-
ficial spokesperson said.

In the onset of this meeting,
he said, the Chief Secretary
emphasised upon making a
robust strategy for time bound
delivery of the same without
any fail. Dulloo , he said, made
out that the solar energy is
clean and less expensive so it is
in the fitness of things to adopt
and exploit its potential in the
UT as much as possible.

“He advised for holding
meetings with the biggest
players available in the market
like those of NHPC, NTPC or
SECI for tapping the potential
and studying the feasibility
and potential of each govern-
ment building here in the UT,”
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the spokesperson said.

Dulloo, he said, asked for
conducting a day long work-
shop with such players and
apprising them about your in-
terest before them about this
solarization mission here. He
further gave out that besides
providing the requisite revolv-
ing fund to the JAKEDA for this
task the government is also
open to extend subsidy to the
agencies implementing this
programme in the UT.

According to the spokesper-
son, the Chief Secretary ad-
vised the department to pre-
pare a model contract and DPR
for each district after carrying
out survey of identified build-
ings in next couple of weeks.
Dulloo, he said, told the offi-
cials to watch for the success-
ful precedences left by other
States/UTs in the country.

“He also stressed on seeking
technical assistance from any
reputed organisation in order
to have a clear roadmap for

achieving this goal,” he added

The spokesperson said that
in his presentation the Com-
missioner Secretary, S&T, Sau-
rabh Bhagat revealed that the
UT government offices has
22494 registrations to their
names across the districts of
J&K with a sanctioned load of
about 486 MW.

He said that it was given out
that nearly 1900 buildings had
already been solarized either
by JAKEDA or other depart-
ments with a cumulative ca-
pacity of 27.61 MW till now.

“Moreover it was revealed that
approximately 300 MW could be
added by installing these rooftop
solar power plants in remaining
20,000 buildings. It was added
that each of the department
has to provide the information
like list of their buildings along
with sanctioned connected load,
shadow free rooftop space, geo-
coordinates and other relevant
details about such structures
here,” the spokesperson said.

DC Budgam Presides Over Mega
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra Program

Distributes Sanction Letters, Keys And Financial Incentives Amongst Eligible Beneficiaries

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Mega Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY), program
was on Saturday conducted at
Sports Stadium Budgam.

The Deputy Commissioner
(DC), Budgam, Akshay Labroo
presided over the program, in-
spected beneficiary camps in-
stalled by various departments
to showcase their products and
raise awareness generation re-
garding different schemes.

Speaking on the occasion,
the DC appreciated all con-
cerned officers and officials for
successfully conducting Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra (VBSY),
program across all 296 pan-
chayats and for its enthusiastic
ongoing conduct in urban ar-
eas of the district.

The mega VBSY function
witnessed impressive gath-
ering from all local wards of
Town Budgam.

After holding flower cer-

emony of the VBSY Van and
Izband ceremony, the DC also
participated in Sankalp pledge
on the occasion.

The DC felicitated some
achievers for their exemplary
work in different fields and
distributed sanction letters,
cheques and keys to benefi-
ciaries under different welfare
schemes.

Deliberating on the ongoing
developmental activities and
successful conduct of VBSY
across the district, the DC said
that it is the committed objec-
tive of the district adminis-
tration to accelerate develop-
mental projects visibly on the
ground.

He said that under the direc-
tion of LG, the District admin-
istration is committed to en-
sure all major infrastructural
projects are completed in the
shortest possible time.

He said among other major
projects, various PHCs were

dedicated to public, installa-
tion of Mobile Network towers
at tourist places and various
other uncovered areas, work
on PRIs Accommodation at
Sheikhpora, Integrated Lava-
tory, Wuzukhana complex at
along with two public Parks
at Charar-i-Sharief have been
completed, work on New Bus
Terminal, Chadoora is in prog-
ress and likely to be completed
by first half of this year, work
on State of the Art New District
Hospital Budgam at Reshipora
and establishment of Cluster
University in Budgam is a key
focus area of the district ad-
ministration.

He also appreciated con-
cerned for timely construc-
tion of access infrastructure
to Bharava Cave of Shri Abhi-
nav Gupt ji at Beerwah which
he said has become as a ma-
jor tourist attraction and has
opened up employment oppor-
tunities for locals of Beerwah.

Prolonged Dry Spell Triggers
Bushfires Across Kashmir

Govt Says Forest Personnel Activated; Absence
Of WDs Attributed To Forest Fire

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Amid the persistent
dry spell in Kashmir, fire inci-
dents have been reported at
multiple forest areas across the
Valley so far while the govern-
ment has claimed to have ini-
tiated action and activated the
forest personnel in this regard.

According to reports, a bush-
fire broke out at multiple plac-
es across Kashmir in the last
few days.

The bushfire has broke out in
Karanu area of Karnah, Devpora

in South Kashmir’s Shopian,
Wurandore in Manzgam area
of Kulgam, Kangan in Gander-
bal, Salamabad in Uri, Sumlar
in north Kashmir’s Bandipora,
Nagawadi in Tral, Rampora Raj-
pora in Sopore, Kuntwara Range
in Doda among other places.

The fire incidents in these
places have been reported in
the past three days.

Director Meteorological de-
partment, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad
Khan said that the bushfire is
the outcome of the persistent
dry spell in Kashmir. “Such in-
cidents have been witnessed in
the past as well,” he said.

According to an Independent
Weather Forecaster, Faizan Arif

Keng, the current surge in for-
est fires can be attributed to
the absence of active Western
Disturbances.

“The continuous dry spell
spanning over a month has
significantly reduced moisture
levels in the vegetation and
other areas, rendering the for-
ests highly susceptible to igni-
tion,” he said.

The crucial role of Western
Disturbances in bringing mois-
ture to the region has been ab-
sent, exacerbating the dry con-
ditions, he said.

Meanwhile, Divisional Com-
missioner, Kashmir, Vijay Ku-
mar Bidhuri, said that the re-
ports of fire have been received
from three places and the fur-
ther necessary action was initi-
ated in this regard.

“The persistent dry spell has
led to the forest fire. We have al-
ready activated the forest person-
nel to deal with such incidents.
We have received the reports
from three places and immediate
steps were taken,” he said.

Pertinently, December 2023
unfolded as the most arid
month of the year for the union
territories of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh, recording a deficit
of 79% and 100%, respectively.

J&K Bank Conducts DLRC
Meet In Ganderbal

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: To review the per-
formance of Banks under An-
nual District Credit Plan (ACP
2023-24) for the quarter end-
ing September 2023, J&K Bank
convened a District Level Re-
view Committee (DLRC) meet-
ing that was chaired by District

Development  Commissioner
(DDC) Ganderbal, Shyambir
(IAS).

The meeting was also attend-
ed by AGM RBI Sanjeev Shar-
ma, LDM Ganderbal, Shabir A
Dar DDM NABARD Junaid Ha-
kim, RSETI Director and district
coordinators of banks, govern-
ment departments and other
developmental agencies.

LDM Shabir A Dar informed
the house that banks operating
in the district have disbursed
an amount of Rs 420.43 Cr in
priority sector against the an-
nual target of Rs 654.44 Cr reg-
istering an achievement of 64%
and Rs 315.05 Cr in non-prior-
ity sector against the annual
target of Rs 224.62 Cr recording
140% achievement.

There has been a total credit
disbursement of Rs 735.48 Cr
against the annual target of
Rs 879.06 Cr registering an
achievement of 84% under the
ACP in 2nd quarter ending Sep-
tember 2023 of FY 2023-24,
he said, adding that J&K Bank
alone has disbursed Rs 389.75
Cr under priority sector and Rs
264.55 Cr under non-priority
sector aggregating to 90% con-
tribution towards total credit
dispensation in the district.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chairman DLRC emphasized
upon the need for improving
the credit flow to agriculture
and allied sectors under HADP
plan. He also stressed upon the
banks to register more people
under social security schemes
with joint coordination of all
the concerned agencies.

Besides reviewing the per-
formance of the Banks and
Govt. departments under vari-
ous Schemes, the Chairman
DLRC directed the line depart-
ments to sponsor quality cases
and the banks for speedy dis-
posal of the sponsored cases.

Shopkeeper Arrested For
Sexually Harassing Minor

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A minor girl was al-
legedly harassed by a fair shop
dealer in Sumbal area of North
Kashmir Bandipora district.
Police Post Nowgam received an
application from the father of mi-
nor girl that she had gone for fin-
gerprint formalities at the house
of Fair Prince Shop Dealer in Sum-
bal area, where the dealer took the

advantage and allegedly sexually
assaulted her, reports said.

Meanwhile police have taken
cognizance and in this connec-
tion, case FIR No. 03/2024 U/S
POCSO Act has been registered
in Police station Sumbal.

A senior police officer told
news agency Kashmir Scroll
said that the accused has been
held and further investigation
has been taken up.(KS)
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India Demolish Sri Lanka To

Australia Win 2024
ODI World Cup

ustralia won the
Cricket World Cup
for a record-ex-

tending sixth time in No-
vember, ending India’s
dominant run in its home
tournament with a six-
wicket victory in a low-
scoring final on the back of
Travis Head’s 137.

A heavily pro-Indi-
an crowd inside the
132,000-capacity Naren-
dra Modi Stadium was si-
lenced as Head combined
with Marnus Labuschagne
(58 not out ) in a 192-run
partnership to chase down
the target of 241.

Australia was wobbling
on 47-3 after seven overs
but Head and Labuscha-
gne dug in to help their
country regain its status as
the king of one-day inter-
national cricket, adding to
its 50-over world titles in
1987, 1999, 2003, 2007 and
2015.

Head was dismissed
off what proved to be the
next-to-last ball of the
match, caught in the deep
while attempting to hit a
title-clinching  boundary.

In came Glenn Maxwell
and he ran two off his first
ball, securing a victory that
prompted fireworks above
the world’s largest cricket
venue.

The Indians won all 10
of their matches before the
final and were seeking a
third trophy in their fourth
appearance in a title match
that brought a country of
1.4 billion people to a vir-

fifth player to score a cen-
tury in a men’s World Cup
final -
after Ricky Ponting and

tual standstill. They were
outplayed in every depart-
ment by Australia, though,
restricted to 240 all out on
aslow pitch after losing the
toss with only Virat Kohli
(54) and Lokesh Rahul (66)
making half-centuries.

Head became only the

and third Australian

Adam Gilchrist - and de-
livered a significant mo-
ment in India’s innings
when taking a diving catch
running back from cover
to remove captain Rohit
Sharma (47).

Australia finished the
tournament with a run of

nine straight wins, after
starting with back-to-back
defeats to India and South
Africa.

Lift Asia Cup 2023 Title

ohammed Sll‘a_]
conjured a magi-
cal spell of seam

and swing bowling with
magnificent figures of 6 for
21 as India crushed Sri Lan-
ka by 10 wickets to lift the
Asia Cup title after a gap of
five years.

This was India’s eighth
Asia Cup title and also their
biggest victory (263 balls)
in ODIs in terms of balls
remaining.

Siraj’s astonishing effort
saw defending champions
Sri Lanka getting bundled
out for 50. India did not bat
an eyelid in the chase, as
Shubman Gill (27) and Is-
han Kishan (23) did the job
in just 6.1 overs.

This was India’s first title
in a multi-nation event
after their triumph in the
Asia Cup 2018, and in a
way, it also exorcised the
ghost of India’s 54 all out
against Lanka in the Coca
Cola Champions Trophy at
Sharjah in 2000.

The match at Prema-
dasa, forever, will be re-
membered for the way
Siraj reduced the Lankan
top-order to mere puppets
of his sorcery.

Perhaps, he was des-

tined to have a day like
this, said the Hyderabadi.

“Jitna naseeb mein hota
hai wahi milta, aaj mera
naseeb tha (You get what's
in our destiny, today it was
my destiny),” Siraj summed
up the mood while talking
to broadcasters in the mid-
innings break.

It all started with Lanka
electing to bat first after
winning the toss, despite

heavily overcast conditions.

The match started 40
minutes after the sched-
uled 3 PM beginning, but
a storm of a different kind
was awaiting Sri Lanka a
peak Siraj.

His spell ensured that
Lanka batted just 15.2
overs, and this was also
their lowest ODI total
against India.

The pacer became only

the fourth bowler in ODI

history to take four wickets
in an over, and he matched
former Lankan pacer Cha-
minda Vaas as the fastest to
a five-wicket haul in one-
dayers in just 16 deliveries.

Siraj also obliterated the
best ODI figures against
Sri Lanka, previously held
by Pakistan pace legend
Wagar Younis 6 for 26 at
Sharjah in 1990.

Downtown Heroes
Clinch Srinagar
Premier League

owntown Heroes FC
Demerged triumphant

in the Srinagar Pre-
mier League 2023, playing
20 matches for 18 wins, 1
loss and 1 draw.

The Heroes’ Premier Di-
vision win broke JK Bank
FCs dominance in the
league, making this victory
a momentous occasion for
Srinagar football.

Downtown'’s Heroes
emerged first, JK Bank sec-
ond and STFC Natipora third.
The league was sponsored
by New JK Roadways in col-
laboration with J&K Sports
Council. The award ceremo-

ny is yet to be conducted.

The Heroes also par-
ticipated in the prestigious
Durand Cup this year,
showcasing their talent
on a broader stage. Down-
town Heroes’ dedication to
both community engage-
ment and competitive suc-
cess sets them apart in the
football realm, fostering a
legacy that goes beyond the
pitch.

That’s a significant mile-
stone for J&K football with
DFA Srinagar conducting
220 matches in which each
team got 21 matches to
play in round robin format.

Real Kashmir Thrills Srinagar
With Win In I-League Opener

eal Kashmir FC kick
Rstarted their cam-

paign on a winning
note in the I-League 2023-
24 opener, defeating Raj-
asthan United FC by two
goals at a jam-packed TRC
ground in Srinagar.

The victory of the Real
Kashmir FC holds special
significance for Jammu
and Kashmir, as most of
the players in the squad
are homegrown talent. Six
of them found their place
in the starting 11.

Both the teams failed to
score any goal in the first
half but the Real Kashmir
FC maintained their relent-
less pressure on the visit-
ing team and managed two

goals in the second half
- first by Wayne Vaz fol-
lowed by Shaher Shaheen.

Since Saturday morn-
ing, passion was high as
locals came out in large

numbers to support Real
Kashmir FC, and their 2-0
win was an opportunity to
celebrate. Some foreigners
had also come to watch
the match.

J&K Sqay Team Claims 9 Gold
At 37th Natlonal Games

NATIONAL ('\s

GAMES

&K Sqay Team emerged
as a dominant force
at the 37th National
ames in Goa, secured an
impressive haul of nine
gold, five silver and five
bronze medals, etching a
historic achievement for

t

the region.

From an initial position
of 20th in the medal tally,
Jammu and Kashmir cata-
pulted to the 12th spot, a
remarkable feat fueled by
the outstanding achieve-
ments of Sqay Team.

The list of gold medal-
ists include Sania Man-
zoor, Agsa Showkat, Disha
Pandit, Shagupta Meh-
raj, Faizan Ayoub, Aman
Nagashbandi, Arsalan
Mehraj, Sheikh Hashim,
Irfan Rangrez.

Real Kashmir Family Mourn

Death Of Owner

n a shocking news
Ifor Srinagar and J&K'’s

football fraternity,
prominent businessman
and Real Kashmir owner
Sandeep Chattoo died of a
heart attack in New Delhi
on December 31.

According to the family,
he experienced chest pain
in the afternoon, following
which he was swiftly tak-
en to a hospital in Guru-
gram, where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival.

Sandeep Chattoo
(1966-2023)

J&K Clinch 67th National
School Games In Football

&K football reached
new heights after win-
ning the 67th National
hool Games in Srinagar.
The team played Kerala in
the semis, winning 7-6 on
penalties at Polo Ground.
The final was played un-
der lights at TRC Synthetic
Turf. J&K scripted history
by securing their first-ever
NSG Football champion-
ship, defeating CISCE 1-0.
Aditya Mahajan from J&K
was named “Player of the
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Match”, while Owais Ayoub
of J&K was the “Player of
the Tournament”.

Srinagar also hosted the
games in Volleyball, with

J&K finishing third.

Manchester City
Complete Historic

Treble Wlth CL Wln

anchester City were
crowned UEFA
Champions League

winners after a 1-0 win over
Inter Milan in Istanbul.

Rodrigo's goal secured the
victory on a glorious night
for the football club that saw
scenes of jubilation among
the City supporters inside
the Ataturk Stadium and
across the world.

The victory over Inter

completes a historic treble for
Man City, after winning the
Premier League and FA Cup.

It is only the tenth oc-
casion a European team
has won a treble, with City
joining Celtic (1967), Ajax
(1972), PSV  Eindhoven
(1988), Manchester United
(1999), Barcelona (2009
and 2015), Inter Milan
(2010) and Bayern Munich
(2013 and 2020).

Ronaldo Makes Saudi
Debut After Big-
Money Move

ortugal star Cristiano
PRonaldo made a win-
ning start to life in the
Saudi Pro League as he led
Al Nassr to a 1-0 victory over
Ettifaq in his first match, de-
spite failing to score.
Ronaldo, a five-time Ballon
d’Or winner, is the all-time
Champions League top-scor-
er, collecting five titles along
the way, and has won seven
domestic championships
with Manchester United,
Real Madrid and Juventus.
Ronaldo also holds the re-
cord for international goals
with Portugal, with whom

he won Euro 2016.
Media reports have
claimed the Portugal star

could be earning up to $200
million a year from the deal,
which would make him the
highest-paid soccer player in
history.

Novak Djokovic
Achieves Legendary
Status In 2023

ovak Djokovic, at
36, owned 2023
as his year, ending

World No. 1 for a record-
extending eighth time and
officially became the first
man to win 24 Grand Slam
titles. He has tied Marga-
ret Court for the most ever
of any player in any era.

In 2023, Djokovic sur-
passed Rafael Nadal by
winning  three  Grand
Slams, giving him a total of
24 Major trophies. The Ser-

bian came near to winning
a calendar slam but was
stopped by Spaniard Car-
los Alcaraz at Wimbledon.
Only two men have ever
won a calendar slam: Don
Budge in 1938 and Rod La-
ver in 1962 and 1969.
Djokovic won his 40th
ATP Masters title as he
bagged the Paris Masters
crown. Nadal holds the
second position in the list
with 36 victories, while
Roger Federer has 28.

LeBron James
Crowned NBA All-
Time Leading Scorer

os Angeles Lakers for-
Lward LeBron James
surpassed Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar to become
the NBA's all-time leading
scorer in February, setting
the new mark with a fade-
away jumpshot late in the
third quarter of a home
game against the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder.
'King James', who entered
the game needing 36 points
to break Abdul-Jabbar’s

record of 38,387, sent the
sold-out crowd into a fren-
zy when the ball splashed
through the net, raising his
arms in triumph as his team
mates embraced him.
Lakers great Abdul-

Jabbar, who took the title
from Wilt Chamberlain
with his signature skyhook
on April 5, 1984, sat court-
side at Tuesday's game and
stood to applaud James af-
ter the record was broken.




