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LG Invites
Business Leaders
To Invest In J&K

Says UT Is Undergoing A Rapid
Process Of Transformation

Observer News Service

New Delhi: Asserting that
Jammu and Kashmir is under-
going a rapid process of trans-
formation and the change tak-
ing place in diverse sectors has
given entrepreneurs a new set
of wings to achieve new goals
and tap into international mar-
kets, Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Saturday invited busi-
ness leaders to invest in the
Union Territory.

“Badalta Jammu and Kashmir
is not just a slogan. It symbolizes
the new aspirations, new hope
of our entrepreneurs, business

poLICY INCI

LGS Marw Cemtral, Sector Scheme

Let's Join Hands To Save Lives, Stop

Terror Recruitment: DGP

‘Each Act Of Recruitment Will Be Treated As An Act Of Terror’

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The newly appoint-
ed Director General of Police
(DGP) RR Swain on Saturday
called for a joint effort of po-
lice, parents, religious figures
and all social institutions to
put an end to the terror re-
cruitment and save precious
lives of youth from death and
destruction.

Talking to reporters af-
ter conducting his first-ever
public grievance meeting at
the Police Headquarters here,
Swain pledged to launch an
all-out war against the people
who push innocent youth into
terror folds and use them as
cannon fodder.

“With community effort,
we will be able to save a lot

of llves If a youth joins terror
ranks, we would like to meet
his parents, visit his school and
meet his teacher and head-
master. We would also meet
the prayer leader of a Masjid

where this boy would pray.
This is not only the job of the
police but all of us,” he said.
“They are our own people.
We have to view them differ-
ently. So, our sustained effort

will be to ensure to cut-off
the handlers sitting across the
fence,” he added.

The DGP expressed opti-
mism that with community
effort, the recruitment of lo-
cal youth will considerably
fall leading to no more vio-
lent incidents and no further
recruitment.

Serving a strong warning
to the people who instigate
youth to join terror ranks, the
DGP said that there’s a need
to fight a war with them in a
planned and sustained man-
ner. Police, he said, are com-
mitted to fight this war.

“Why should a boy from a
poor household become can-
non fodder? Each act of re-
cruitment will be treated as
an act of terror. | Moreon P10

community, artisans and the
revival of the ancient culture. |
invite the business leaders and
potential investors to invest in

J&K,” he said.

He was addressing Jammu
Kashmir Union Territory Day
celebration at 42nd India
International Trade Fair 2023 at
Pragati Maidan here on Saturday.

In his address, Sinha com-
mended the marketing excel-
lence endeavour of India Trade
Promotion  Organization for
bringing together exhibitors,
buyers, sellers, distributors, cus-
tomers, small and medium en-
terprises, | More on P10

J&K PAVILION AT IITF IS GETTING

EXTRAORDINARY response from domestic
and international buyers. It has become
the most effective instrument to promote the
tremendous market potential of J&K"

Budgam Court
Convicts Man Of
Killing Wife In 2011

M Ahmad

Srinagar: A fast track court in Budgam on
Saturday held a man guilty of murdering
his wife in the central Kashmir district more
than a decade ago.

The court of Additional Sessions Judge
(fast track), Budgam, Aijaz Ahmad Khan, con-
victed Mushtaq Ahmad Pandith alias Bilal of
murdering his wife, Sameera Jan, on 1 May
2011 in their matrimonial house in Kralpora
area of the district.

According to the prosecution, Sameera Jan
was found dead in her husband's house on
May 1, 2011, with a knife stabbed into her back.
Her husband absconded soon after the crime.

He was found to have fled to Delhi after
the crime and then moved to Jammu where
he was arrested on May 13, 2011.

“There is no doubt that accused (Mushtaq)
and deceased (Sameera) were last seen to-
gether as stated by | More on P10

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Lal Singh Sent To 14 Days Judicial Custody

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Former J-K minister Lal
Singh, arrested on November 7 by the
Enforcement Directorate in an alleged
money laundering case, was sent to ju-
dicial custody for two weeks by a spe-
cial court here.

Singh, the chairman of the Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan Party (DSSP),
was produced through the virtual
mode before Special Judge Bala Jyoti af-
ter the expiry of his 12-day ED remand.

“Since the investigation of the case is

ongoing and the accused is involved in
a serious and non-bailable offence, be-
sides as per IO (Investigation officer),
the accused, herein, tried to derail the
investigation by not cooperating...

“Moreover, statements | More on P10

Kashmir Shivers
As Mercury Settles
Below Freezing Point

Agencies

Srinagar: The sub-zero tempera-
tures were recorded at multiple
places in Kashmir while a weak
western disturbance has affected
Jammu & Kashmir from Saturday,
increasing the chances of light
snowfall or rainfall at isolated
places of the Union Territory.

As per the details, five stations
of Kashmir including Anantnag,
Pulwama, Shopian, Budgam and
Bandipora recorded minus tem-
perature. In Anantnag, a mini-
mum temperature of minus 1.6
degree Celsius was recorded
while in Pulwama, minus 2.0
degree Celsius was recorded, the
data said, adding that the lowest
minimum temperature was re-
corded in Shopian at minus 3.6
degree Celsius.

According to the data,
Budgam has recorded a low of
minus 1.0 degree Celsius while
Bandipora in north Kashmir has
recorded a minimum tempera-
ture of minus 0.1 degree Celsius.

Srinagar, the summer capital of
Jammu & Kashmir and Qazigund
stations recorded 0.0 degree
Celsius temperature last night.

At Kulgam and Baramulla sta-
tions, the minimum tempera-
ture has settled at 0.2 degree
Celsius and 0.6 degree Celsius
respectively.

An Independent Weather
Forecaster, Faizan Arif Keng said
that a weak Western Disturbance
has affected Jammu & Kashmir
today, but the impact will be too
less. “The minimum temperature
is expected to improve in the
next two days while the sunny
days are also expected till next
week,” he said.

He added that a weak Western
Disturbance | Moreon P10

HC Grants Bail
To Journalist
Fahad Shah

Press Trust Of India

HC Seeks Govt’s Suggestion On
List Of Words On Specially-Abled

M Ahmad

In October this year, the Court had

Srinagar: The High Court of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
has quashed several charges in-
cluding that of terror conspiracy
against an editor of a news por-
tal while granting him bail after
21 months in jail.

"We are following the proce-
dures set in the bail. It will take
some time before Fahad Shah
walks out of jail," senior advo-
cate P N Raina, who represented
the editor of Kashmir Walla news
portal before the high court, said.

He said the charges like ter-
ror conspiracy (Section 18) and
waging war against the country
(Section 121) of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
imputations, |MoreonP10

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K and
Ladakh has asked the government to
come up with suggestions on use of
words that do not align with the digni-

ty of the specially-abled persons.
“The petitioner has submit-
ted a Handbook on list of
words to be avoided while
dealing with the special-
ly-abled persons,” said a
Division Bench of Chief
Justice N. Kotiswar Singh and
Justice Moksha Khajuria Kazmi
while hearing a Public Interest

Litigation filed by a lawyer, Badrul Duja.

“The official respondents have not
come up with any such suggestion.
They may do the needful by the next
date of hearing,” the court said and

listed it on December 20.

asked “all the parties involved” to submit
a list of words that do not align with the
dignity of individuals with disabilities.

The court had also asked its Registry
to prepare a copy of the paper book and
provide the same to the Advocate
General along with various or-
ders passed by it.

“All the parties involved
shall compile and submit
a list of words that do not
align with the dignity of

individuals with disabilities.
The Registry is directed to pre-
pare a copy of the paper book,
including copies of the orders, and
provide the same to learned Advocate
General,” the court had said.
In December last, the court had or-
dered that the specially-abled persons
be treated properly | More on P10
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STORIES OF LOVE, LONGING & FRIENDSHIP r.

Catch prominent poet, writer and actor, Bashir Dada on
'"The Other Side' Show', a popular show on Kashmir Observer TV.
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NOTICEL

| have changed my name

from (old name) Mariya
Mudasir to New name

Mariya Mudasir Wani. In

Azadig,
AmritMahotsav

E-AUCTION NOTICE

The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Northern Railway, Firozpur for
and on behalf of President of India Invites E-Auction from eligible and
registered bidders for the following works over Firozpur Division.

NORTHERN RAILWAY [Z%=

future i will be known as Auction Catalogue No. EAFZR-PMBJK-2

Mariya Mudasir Wani. If

Auction Date & Time 01-12-2023 at 14:30 Hrs

anybody is having any
objection He/She may
contact Passport Office

Name of
work

Allotment of space on contract basis for Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Kendra (PMBJK) at Railway Station Srinagar

For participation registration and further information please visit n Railway

Srinagar within seven days,
website www.ireps.gov.in 3619/2023

after 7 days no objection
will be accepted.

Medialine

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department
Zonal Office Baramulla

Amargarh, Sopore

E : amid.zobara®jkbmail.com

T: www/kbank.com

‘Q~J&K Bank

Serving To Empower

Possession Notice

Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with
Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002

Whereas Mr. Shabir Ahmad Bulla, as the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited under
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
(SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers under section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Noticedated09-03-2023thereby calling upon
the Borrowers cum Mortgagors namely 1.Mr. Manzoor Ahmad War S/o. Mr. Mohamamd Ashoor War R/o.
Rohama, Rafiabad, Baramulla & 2. Mr. Mushtaqg Ahmad War S/o. Mr. Mohamamd Ashoor War Rlo.
Rohama, Rafiabad, Baramulla (Partners of M/S Ashoor & Sons)to repay an amount of Rs.1,01,03,121.13
(Rupees One Crore One Lac Three Thousand One Hundred Twenty One and Paisa Thirteen Only) being the
balance outstanding as on 28-02-2023 in the accounts of the Borrowers, within 60 days from the date of the
said notice together with the future interest and other charges thereon.

The said borrowers/mortgators having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the said
borrowers/mortgators in particular and the public in general that the undersigned being authorized officer
of the J & K Bank Ltd. has taken possession of the mortgage property described herein below, in exercise
of the powers conferred on me under section 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on
this the 15thof November,2023.

The said Borrowers/Mortgagorsin particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned against
dealing with the said property in any manner whatsoever and any dealings with the said property will be
subject to the charge of the J&K Bank Limited for the amount in aggregating to Rs.1,10,00,667.13 (Rupees
One Crore Ten LacsSix Hundred Sixty Seven and Paisa Thirteen only)being balance outstanding as on
31.10.2023 together with future interest thereon from 01.11.2023 and other charges incurred or to be
incurred.

The borrowers/mortgagors attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act,
in respect of the time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Immovable Property
Property-“A":-

Land measuring 12 Kanals & 12 Marlas falling under Survey No.8980/7117/1 Min (01 Kanal & 07 Marlas) of
Khata No.984 and Khewat No.145; under Survey No.8982/7118 Min (02 Kanals & 10 Marlas) of Khata No.984
and Khewat No.145; uner Survey No.8637/6771 Min (01 Kanal & 15 Marlas) of Khata No.1095 & Khewat
No.171; under Survey No0.6338 Min (07 Kanals) of Khata No.1663 & Khewat No.266 situated at Mouza
Rohama, Tehsil Rafiabad, District Baramulla belonging to 1).Mr. Manzoor Ahmad War 8/0. Mr. Mohamamd
Ashoor War R/o. Rohama, Rafiabad, Baramulla & 2). Mr. Mushtag Ahmad War S/o. Mr. Mohamamd Ashoor
War R/o. Rohama, Rafiabad, Baramulla (Borrowers cum Mortgagors).

Property-“B":-

Land measuring 05 Kanals & 10 Marlas falling under Survey No.6753 Min of Khata No.1096 & Khewat
No.171 situated at Mouza Rohama, Tehsil Rafiabad, District Baramulla belonging to Mortgagor 2 namely
Mr. Mushtag Ahmad War S/o. Mr. Mohamamd Ashoor War Rlo. Rohama, Rafiabad, Baramulla.
Dated:15-11-2023 (Mr.Arshad Manzoor)
Place:Baramulla Authorized Officer

Government OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer

REW Division Bandipora

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Freshshort term E- NIT No. 150 /2023-24 Dated: 15/11/2023
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Of Union Territory Of J&K , e-tenders (In Single cover system)
are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with UT of J&K
Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-
S. [Name of Work Adv. Tende ([Time |Class [EMD(InMajor Block/Pan-TYPE
No Cost(In rFee  |ofc ofCon-Rs.) |Head |chayat OF
Lacs) |(InRs.) lom- (tractor TEN-
pleti DER
on
1 |Improvement of School 1.50 200 30 DEE/ [3%of [PRI Block:- Halga
Ground BWO Earth Filling Days |others |Adv sumbal |level
Wall Repair at Shilvat Cost Halga:-
Shilvat
2 |C/0 Path with drain from 2.70 200/ 30 |DEE [3%of PRI  Block:- open
Masjid Shareef to PMGSY Days |OTH- |Adv ARIN
road via Haji Rehmatullah ERS  |Cost Halga:-
| ward No, 03 kudara
3 [Fencing Govt. primary school 2.65 200/ 30 |DEE [3%of PRI Block:- open
Herpora. Days |OTH- |Adv Bankoot,
ERS  [Cost Halqga:- Au-
thwatoo
4 |Development of Roads 10.00 700/ 30 DEE/ [3%of [DDC Block:- open
at Jamia Masjid SK Days |CEE/ |Adv Bandipora
Payeen,Budinar Chittayban- BEE  [Cost
day-C,Nagbal nd PMGSY to
H/0 Bashir Ahmad Bazipora
Ajas and Footpaths from
Chittaybanday to Kumar
Mohalla and From PMGSY
Road toH/0 Habib Ullaha
nd Rnd&B Road to Masjid
| ISharief Changali
Position of A/A: Accorded Position of T/S: Accorded
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications,

Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.inas per schedule of dates.

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 16-11-2023

2. Online Bid submission Start Date 16 -11-2023 from 06:00 PM

3. Online Bid Submission End Date 1-11-2023 up to 06:00 PM

4. |Date & time of opening of Online Bids ~ 22-11-2023 at 11:00 AM or any convenient day In the

office of the Executive Engineer REW Bandipora |

5. Note: Hard copy of original Tender Document, Fee Receipt and EMD shall be deposited
after the financial bid is opened. In case the original Tender Document Fee Receipt and EMD is
not Deposited within 5 days after the Financial Bid is Opened for all responsive bidders Who have
participated

online, the Department shall serve the Notice as per Rules.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
REW Bandipora
NO:-XEN/REW/BPR/20500-20506
DIPK-12438/23
DATED:-18-11-2023

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Scholarship Name 1: Reliance
Foundation Postgraduate Schol-
arships 2023-24

escription: The Reliance
D Foundation Postgraduate

Scholarships aim to enable
and propel India’s future leaders
who can think big, think green,
think digital for the benefit of
society.

Eligibility: Students who

are enrolled in the first-year full-
time regular postgraduation pro-

Scholarships This Week

Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents
scholarships available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir.

grammes in following streams can

only apply for this scholarship:
Computer Science
Artificial Intelligence

Mathematics and Computing

Electrical and/or Electronics
Engineering

Chemical Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Renewable and New Energy

Material Science & Engineering

Life Science

Must have secured 550 to
1,000 in the GATE examination

OR

Must have scored 7.5 or above
in their undergraduate CGPA (or %
normalized to CGPA) [If students
have not attempted GATE]

Open for resident Indian
citizens.

Prizes & Rewards: Up to INR

6,00,000 over the duration of the
degree
Last Date to Apply: 17-12-2023
Application mode:  Online
applications only
Short Url:
observer/RFS9

www.b4s.in/

Scholarship Name 2: SBIF Asha
Scholarship Program for School
Students 2023

escription: SBI Foundation
D has launched the SBIF Asha

Scholarship Program for
School Students 2023 to provide

financial assistance to meritori-
ous students from low-income

families across India to ensure
continuity of their education

Eligibility: Open for Indian
students currently studying in
Classes 6 to 12. Applicants must
have scored a minimum of 75%
marks in the previous academic
year. Their annual family income
must be less than INR 3,00,000
from all sources.

Prizes & Rewards:
for one year
Last Date to Apply: 30-11-2023

Application mode:  Online
applications only

Short Url:
observer/SBIFS6

INR 10,000

www.b4s.in/

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
(R&B) DIVISION PATTAN

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
NIT No. 26/RnB/Pattan/e-tender of 2023-24 DATED: 18/ 11 /2023.

Executive Engineer PW(R&B) Division Pattan on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, invites percentage rate bids in

electronic tendering system for the following works including their maintenance for five years from the eligible and

approved contractors registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State Governments.

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website
www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform general public that | want to apply for Date of
Birth Certificate in favour of my Daughter, namely Sanaya
Zehra born on 14-03-2017 at Rainwari hospital. In this regard
if anybody has any objection he/she may file his/her own
objection in the Office of Concerned department within seven
days from the date of publication of this notice.After that no
objection will be entertained.

Mohd Shafi Mir

F/0 Sanaya Zehra.

R/0.Baghi Ali Mardan Khan Alipora nj
Botakadal Lalbazar Srinagar

Tendered Cost including | _ ¢ 5
= > c 0=
GST 3¢ | 82~ 8¢ - | 5§8B | e
(Rs in lacs.) S 1ot 8|og S | 2B 3 5 L El H]
29 =38| 2% o S8E ° ] w
S. w9 S 8C| ES = - £ 28 8 ]
Name of Work < 608 BpE| gk $ |2y -] @ @
No 5 3 - 2E | 85n| 0B c s 2 G 6 4]
Se| St 2 |83 | 532 %55 S | ef, s | 3
E8| sé& °g o8 |88 98 F | Es:
- ] a Ess Feg
8 | % 8 [ °
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Strengthening/Upgradati
on of Tilglam A a_"d % 8 CE(R8B)K- CERSBIK-
1 | Tilgam B inner links 563.44 | 56.34 | 619.78 | 0.085 | 1239 | 1.5Years| 11- : “ AAY” AAAI22 of TSNorthi 08
(under NABARD) RIDF- 203 | = 202324 Dated: | 0f2023-24.
XXIX < 29-07-2023. Dated:- 13-
1203
M.H Account= NABARD RIDX XXIX Position of AAA =  Accorded Position of funds  =Available
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18-11-2023

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 26-11- 2023 from 10.00 AM.

3 | Date & time of Pre-bid meeting 24-11- 2023 from 11.00 AM.

4 Bid submission Start Date 26-11- 2023 from 10.00 AM.

5 Bid Submission End Date 11-12- 2023 upto 4.00 PM.

12-12-2023 11:00 AM in the office of Superintending

6 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) Engineer PWD R and B Circle Baramulla

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B
Division Pattan (tender inviting authority) and Earnest Money as per NIT in favour of Superintending Engineer PWD R and B
Circle Baramulla. The EMD has to be submitted by the lowest bidder L1 (5% of quoted cost) within the period as specified
in SBD.

3. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on
same Web Site in the Office of Superintending Engineer PWD R and B Circle Baramulla (tender receiving authority).

4.  The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

a.  Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and
conditions of the bid.

b.  Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

c.  Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

5. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

5.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit"
on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.

5.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-
2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.

5.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical
form.

5.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

5.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid.

5.6. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

6. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

7. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Pattan
and Earnest Money in favour of Superintending Engineer PWD R and B Circle Baramulla must be uploaded with the
documents of the bid. The original Treasury Challan (cost of tender document), CDR/FDR/BG (earnest money/bid security)
and relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of contract.

8. Bidders should quote in percentage below/the percentage above or at par at the bottom of the BOQ Percentage
Template for the Work.

9. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create
similar BOQ manually.

10. Price escalation and Taxes:-. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of
the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

11. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents" area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are
required.

12. For the NABARD project, the NABARD guidelines shall be strictly followed.

13.  Instructions to Bidder (ITB)
13.1. All bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualification criteria / qualification information
with their bids:-
a. Copies of original documents defining constitution/ legal status, place of registration and principal place of Business with
Cell No. and Correspondence address.
b.  Treasury Challan &/CDR/FDR/BG/Bid Security Declaration Form
c.  Valid GSTIN No. & PAN No.
d.  Scanned Copy of GSTIN Registration and latest clearance certificate FORM GST-3B i.e. latest clearance certificate FORM
GST-3B, GSTR-1 of the preceding Month to the issued of NIT.
e. Al bidders shall mandatorily upload Verification Certificate from Concerned Chief Engineer/Superintending Engineer of
Enlistment registration card. Non submission of the same shall render the bid Non-Responsive.
13.2. The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submission
of bid.
13.3. Non attendance of pre-bid meeting will not be cause of disqualification of the bidder.

13.4. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language.

13.5. Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents and tender documents fee in terms of soft copies
with technical bid. However, in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of
soft copies if need arises.

Sd/
No. R&B / Pattan/ 1227-37 Executive Engineer
DIPK-12463/23 R&B Division Pattan

Dated:18/11/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my 9th pass Discharge Certificate bearing Adm. No:
5095 DOB 26-11-1992 . Now | have applied for the duplicate of
the same if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she
may file his/her objection in the office of the Govt Girsl High
Secondary School Magam within a period of seven days from
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection
shall be entertained.
Shabnum Nazir

D/o Nazir Ahmad Waza
R/o0Badran
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Tourist, Locals In Hordes
Swarm Srinagar’s Mughal
Gardens Amid Autumn Splendor

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As a display of na-
ture's artistry, the Mughal
Gardens in Srinagar have
transformed into a captivat-
ing canvas of warm hues
as the enchanting season of
“Harud” paints Kashmir in
a mesmerizing palette of or-
ange and brown.

The renowned Mughal
Gardens, including Shali-
mar Bagh, Nishat Bagh
and Chashme Shahi, have
become a major attraction
for both locals and tour-
ists wishing to witness the
picturesque beauty of au-
tumn in the valley. The air
is filled with the sweet fra-
grance of blooming flowers,
creating an immersive expe-
rience for visitors.

‘Harud’, the local term
for autumn in Kashmir, has
bestowed its magical touch
upon the landscape, turn
The Mughal Gardens have
never looked more alluring,
locals and visitors alike re-
marked with excitement, as
fall brings a special appeal
to Kashmir and these gar-
dens capture the genuine es-
sence of the season.ing the

already stunning Mughal
Gardens into a kaleidoscope
of warm tones.

“Autumn is the most
beautiful season of Kashmir,
and I have travelled all along
from south Kashmir to have
a look at the famous Shali-
mar garden. I will enjoy its
beauty and also capture pic-
tures here that will remind
me about this beautiful expe-
rience for a lifetime,” said Ji-
bran Ahmad from Pulwama.

Likewise, tourists are
equally captivated by the
beauty that unfolds during
this time of the year.

Ankit Kumar, a visi-
tor from Mumbai, said, "I
have never seen anything
quite like this. The colors
are simply breathtaking,
and the history embedded
in these gardens adds to the
overall experience.”

Mughal Gardens date
back to the 16th century
when Emperor Jahangir
commissioned their creation
and design to reflect the con-
cept of 'Paradise on Earth'.
These gardens boast a har-
monious blend of Persian,
Central Asian and Indian ar-
chitectural styles.

IN THE COURT OF ADDITIONAL
SESSIONS JUDGE SPECIAL JUDGE
DESIGNATED UNDER NIA ACT SRINAGA

through SHO P/S Parimpora Srinagar V/s Asif
Magbool Dar S/o Mohammad Magbool Dar R/o
Bandai payeen Wagoora A/P H. No, 275 ,MIG Colony
Bemina Srinagar,

Accused person FIR No0.107/2020 U/Ss 13/UA PAct,
U/Ss, 153-A, 124-A, 295-A IPC,

PROCLAMATION U/S 82CRPC
Proclamation requiring the appearance of the
accused Namely Asif Magbool Dar S/o Mohammad
Magbool Dar R/o Bandai payeen Wagoora A/P H.
No. 275MIG Colony Bemina SrinagarWhereas, in the
above titled case FIR No, 107/2020 ,Offences U/S
13 /UA P Act, 153 -A, 124-A, 295-A IPC of P/S
Parimpora Srinagar the accused Asif Maqgbool Dar
S/o Mohammad Magbool Dar R/o Bandai payeen
Wagoora A/P H, No, 275 MIG Colony Bemina
Srinagar has been arrayed as one of the accused and
general warrant of arrest issued by the court of Ld,
2nd Addl, Munsiff (JMIC)Srinagar has been returned
with the report that the said accused could not be
found and it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused has absconded or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant,
Proclamation is hereby made that the accused Asif
Magbool Dar S/o Mohammad Magbool Dar R/o
Bandai payeen Wagoora A/P H, No, 275 MIG Colony
Bemina Srinagar is required to appear before this
court within the period of 30 days from the date of
Publication  of  Proclamation  failing  which
proceedings under Section 83 Cr, P, C, shall be
launched against him,

Given under my hand and seal of the court today i.e,
on 18-09-2023 Announced 18,09.2023
-/Sd

Additional Sessions Judge Special Judge Designated

-JK00116: Code.Under NIA Act Srinagar J.O
Copy to -:Sr. SP, Srinagar for publication of the
proclamation in the daily newspaper circulated in
the area in which the accused ordinarily resides and
affixation of the proclamation on the conspicuous
part of the house of the accused in which he
ordinarily resides or to some conspicuous place of
the town or village in which the accused ordinarily
resides, 18/9/2023 Additional Sessions Judge Special
Judge Designated Under NIA, Act, Srinagar

Public Notice

| Zaffar Ahmad Wani s/o Mohd Munwar Wani resident of
kullar Pahalgam have lost my 9th pass certificate and now |
want to apply for duplicate of the same. If anyone have any
objection in this regard he/she can contact the Principal of
Higher School kuller pahalgam within 7 days of publication
of this notice.

pd

e-Auction Notice B Shotsa
The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Northern Railway, Firozpur for and on
behalf of President of India invites E-Auction from eligible and registered bidders for the

following works over Firozpur Division:

K ASHMIR OBSERVER”

Srinagar

Sunday| 19-11-2023

Covered with fallen leaves o

i Fre

f chinar, children playing cricket at Naseem Bagh Park

in Hazratbal area on a misty Saturday afternoon. KO Photo, Syed Mohammad Burhan

‘Shift In School Timing
Sparks Traffic Chaos In City’

Dep Dir Refused To Comment, Passes Buck To Dir School Education

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: The shift in school timings
within and outside Srinagar Municipal
limits has worsened traffic problems
at a time when it has become more fre-
quent in the crowded city roads.

Commuters expressed disappoint-
ment at the regular gridlock on the
streets of Srinagar, claiming it has be-
come a regular occurrence, especially
at Lal Chowk, Jahangir Chowk, Hyder-
pora, Shalteng, Saida Kadal, Gojwara,
Nowhatta, and Habak.

Long lines of cars are frequently
observed stuck on roads, especially
in the morning. Talking to Kashmir
Observer, most of the commuters ex-
pressed their annoyance over the city's
never-ending gridlock.

“Traffic jams have become a rou-
tine affair on the Saida Kadal-Dargah
route leading to Kashmir University.
The traffic jams mostly occur during
morning hours.” said Imran Hussain, a
student of Kashmir University, adding
traffic jams have increased, ever since
the work on drainage was started in our
area” Imran added.

Another commuter, Zainul Abi-
deen, who works at a private hospital
in Qamarwari, had similar views about
traffic jams in Shalteng locality.

“Traffic jams worsen in morn-
ing and evening hours, unfortunately
many people do not follow traffic
norms, leading to more irksome jam-
ming” Zain said.

However, Traffic Officials say the
clash in office and school timings is the
main reason for traffic jams across the city.

Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Traffic Muzaffar Ahmad Shah
told Kashmir Observer that simultane-
ous reopening of offices, businesses, and
schools puts immense pressure on the
roads that eventually leads to gridlocks.

I think there should be further
modifications in school timings, or else
it is going to be difficult to streamline
traffic. The schools, offices and busi-
ness establishments open almost at the
same time which causes congestion on
roads” Muzaffar said.

“No parent wants to see his or her chil-
dren stuck in traffic for long” he added.

In a bid to question the School Edu-
cation Department over the new school
timings, Kashmir Observer contacted

several officials. However, they kept
passing the buck.

When contacted the Additional
Secretary School Education Depart-
ment, Naseer Wani said that the school
timings do not come under his domain
and the Director is the relevant person
to be contacted.

Despite repeated attempts the
Director School Education Kashmir
(DSEK) Tasaduq Hussain Mir was not
available for comments. When contact-
ed, he did not respond to several calls.
When Kashmir Observer tried to reach
his office, the officials present there
said he was on leave.

Moreover, the Joint Director
School Education Department (Central
Kashmir), Mohammad Rouf Rehman
also passed the buck to the Director
Education, saying he is not authorized
to talk to the media. “I am barred from
talking to the Press, talking to the me-
dia is a thing of the past” Rouf said.

Pertinently, the Directorate of
School Education Kashmir (DSEK) had
announced a change in school timings
for all government and private schools
starting from November 1st.

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

=

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 X

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

b ) S

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

* PRAYERS
FAJR 5:41

HIJRI ZUHR 12:15
CALENDAR | ASR  3:45
04 Jumadaal-Awwal| Magrib  5:25
1445 ISHA  7:49

This Day In History

NORTHERN RAILWAY Vo=

1. Auction Catalogue No. | FZRPARCEL67

Auction Date & Time | 02.12.2023at 11.00 Hrs

Name of work : Contract for Leasing of parcel space in Train No./ SLR compartment: 14654-
F1,14654-F2, 14654-R1, 22430-F1, 22942-F1, 22480-F1, 19108-F 1, 15098-F1, 12422-
F1,19028-F1,12470-F1, 19612-F 1, 22446-F1, 12472-VP & 12414-VP.

2. Auction Catalogue No. | FZRPARCEL68

Auction Date & Time | 04.12.2023at 11.00 Hrs

Name of work : Contract for Leasing of parcel space in Train No./ SLR compartment:
12014-F1, 14508-R1, 14508-F2, 14633-F1, 14633-F2, 14634-R1, 12498-F1, 14634-
F2, 14508-F1, 14634-F1, 14633-R1, 14632-F1, 12414-F1 & 12920-F-1.

3. Auction Catalogue No. | FZRPARCEL69

Auction Date & Time | 05.12.2023 at 11.00 Hrs

Name of work : Contract for Leasing of parcel space in Train No./ SLR compartment:
14036-R1, 12752-F1, 22552-F1, 14036-F1, 12588-F1, 14036-F2, 22706-F1, 12478-
F2,19804-F1, 19326-F1, 22402-F1 & 22486-F-1.

For other details and registration, please visit Railway website www.ireps.gov.in.
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 3618/23

GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Srinagar Municipal Corporation

Office Of Theexecutive Engineer Left River Works Division
Ph. No. 0194-2458118 Email: rwdsmc@gmail.com

EXTENSION NOTICE

The critical dates of NIET No.35 of 2023-24 Dated:-06-11-2023 issued under endorsement No. SMC/ EELRWD/1641-1650 Dat-

ed:-06-11-2023 is rescheduled as under:-

Documents Download Date

06-11-2023 06:00 PM to 20-11-2023 04:00 PM

06-11-2023 06:00 PM to 20-11-2023 04:00 PM

Technical Bid Opening Date

1
2 Date & Time for submission of Bids online
3

21/11/202311:00 AM

NO: SMC/EELRWD/1716-23

DIPK-NB-4306/23 Dated:-18/11/2023.

GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Flood

Sd/-

Er. Ishtiag Ahmad Shah,

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

LEFT RIVER WORKS DIVISION,
SRINAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION.

Spill Channel Division Narbal

Fax/Phone: 01951-260223

Mr. Manzoor Ahmad Ganai,
S/0 Mohammad Sidig Ganai,
R/0 Habak Shanpora Srinagar.

Sub:

Ref: (1) This office allotment No. 57 of 10/2023, dated: 10/10/2023
(2) Assistant Executive Engineer, Flood Spill Channel Sub- Division Rambagh’s letter No. FSC/SDR/767-69, dated: 16/10/2023,
No. FSC/SDR/812, dated: 30/10/2023, No. FSC/SDR/856, dated: 07/11/2023 & No. FSC/SDR/874, dated: 11/11/2023.
(3). This office Notice No. FSCDN/CS/6133-35, dated: 08/11/2023.

%k kkkk

Email:floodspillchannelnarbal@gmail.com

No: - FSCDN/CS/6364-67
Dated: -17/11/2023

Construction of crate work across Budgam Nallah D/S bud Adda Budgam.

1. Whereas the above named work stands allotted to you vide above referred allotment.

2. Whereas by virtue of the conditions of the allotment you were supposed to start the work within seven days from the date of
issuance of the allotment.

3. Whereas you have not started the work yet.

4, Whereas you have been directed by the Assistant Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Sub-Division Rambagh several

times as well as by this office vide above quoted reference to start the said work s vide above quoted references, but still you did not start

the allotted work.

Now, you are hereby given a final opportunity through the print media to start the work within 07 days from the date of issuance of this
letter failing which the work shall be put to fresh tenders at your risk and cost and your CDR will be forfeited which may be noted.

Treat as most urgent.

DIPK-12441/23
dated:18-11-2023

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

Flood Spill Channel Division,
Narbal.

461 - St Hilary begins his reign as Catholic Pope.
615 - Pope Deusdedit/Adeodatus | elected to
succeed Boniface IV.

1274 - Mongol army lands at Hakata Bay in
Japan during their first invasion attempt and are
defeated; a typhoon destroys most of their fleet as
they withdraw

1302 - Pope Boniface VIl delegates degree “Unam
sanctam”.

136 7 - League of Cologne goes against Danish king
Waldemar IV.

1493 - Christopher Columbus discovers Puerto Rico,
on his 2nd voyage.

1521- Battle at Milan: Emperor Karel V’s/pontifical/
Spanish/German troops beat France & occupy
Milan.

1620 - Mayflower reaches Cape Cod & explores the
coast.

1621 - Rabbi Isaiah ben Abraham aha-Levi Horowitz
arrives in Israel.

1700 - Battle at Narva: Swedish King Karel Xl
defeats Russians.

1794 - Jay Treaty, first US extradition treaty, signed
with Great Britain.

1824 - Storm causes St Petersburg flood, killing
10,000.

1850 - Alfred Tennyson becomes British Poet
Laureate, succeeding William Wordsworth.

1863 - US President Lincoln delivers his Gettysburg
address beginning; “Four score & seven years ago...”
1872 - E.D. Barbour of Boston is awarded the first
U.S. patent for the first ‘calculator’, an adding
machine capable of printing totals and subtotals.
1893 -Ist newspaper color supplement (NY World)
1895 - American inventor Frederick E Blaisdell
patents the pencil.

1911- NY receives first Marconi wireless transmission
from Italy.

1926 - Leon Trotsky is expelled from the Politburo
in the Soviet Union.

1932- Shaft & Thyssen demand Adolf Hitler become
German chancellor

1933- Women allowed to vote in Spain (helps right
wing)

1939- Comic superheroes Flash (as Jay Garrick)
and Hawkman (Carter Hall) first appear in "Flash
Comics No. 1" published by DC

1940 - Belgian King Leopold Il visits Adolf Hitler
1940- First major German air raid on Birmingham -
about 440 bombers kill 450

1942- Operation Uranus: Soviet offensive begins
during Battle of Stalingrad, 1 million Soviet soldiers
encircle the German Sixth Army

1942- Russia launches winter offensive against
Germans along Don front

1943- U-536 sinks in Atlantic Ocean

1944- World War II: U.S. President Franklin
Roosevelt announces the 6th War Loan Drive,
aimed at selling $14 billion USD in war bonds to
help pay for the war effort.

1949- Prince Rainier Il coronation as 30th ruling
Prince of Monaco

1950- US General Eisenhower becomes supreme
commander of NATO-Europe

1951- US performs nuclear test at Nevada Test Site
1952 - North American F-86 Sabre sets world
aircraft speed record, 1124 KPH

1952- Spain joins UNESCO

1957- Antonin Novotny appointed president of
Czechoslovakia

1962- Fidel Castro accepts removal of Soviet
weapons

1967- The establishment of TVB, the first wireless
commercial television station in Hong Kong

1968- Military coup in Mali, president Modibo Keita
flees

1969- Apollo 12's Charles Conrad and Alan Bean
become the 3rd and 4th humans on the Moon
1972- Leader of the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
Sean MacStioféin is arrested in Dublin

1977 -Egyptian President Anwar Sadat arrives in
Israel

1977- Libya drops diplomatic relations with Egypt
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Five Countries Seek ICC
Investigation Into Gaza War

Agencies

THE HAGUE: Five countries, in-
cluding South Africa and Ban-
gladesh, on Friday called for an
International Criminal Court
investigation into the Israel-
Hamas war that has left thou-
sands of people dead, its chief
prosecutor said.

Amid international concern
over the growing toll, the de-
mand was made as families of
some of the Israelis taken hos-
tage by Hamas in their October
7 attacks that unleashed the
war also sought ICC action.

ICC chief prosecutor Karim
Khan said South Africa, Ban-
gladesh, Bolivia, Comoros and
Djibouti — all ICC members —
had sought an investigation of
“the situation in the state of
Palestine.”

Khan said in a statement that
an investigation into events
in the Gaza Strip and the oc-
cupied West Bank started in
March 2021 now “extends to
the escalation of hostilities and
violence since the attacks that
took place on October, 2023.”

Khan, who recently went to
the main crossing point be-
tween Gaza and Egypt, said his
team had collected a “signifi-

cant volume” of evidence on
“relevant incidents” in the war.

He appealed for more evi-
dence to be submitted and
added: “I will also continue
my efforts to visit the state of
Palestine and Israel in order to
meet with survivors, hear from
civil society organizations and
engage with relevant national
counterparts.”

“I call upon all relevant ac-
tors to provide full cooperation
with my office,” Khan added
— though Israel is not an ICC
member.

South Africa’s foreign minis-
try said it was urging fellow ICC
members to join the referral
seeking an investigation.

“South Africa remains com-
mitted to ending impunity for
war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity and genocide, and it is
hoped that the situation in Pal-
estine will be prioritized by the
ICC in order to deliver justice
to the victims of these grave
crimes,” it said.

Israel says that 239 people
from several countries were
seized by the Palestinian mili-
tant group when its fighters
staged the October 7 attacks
in which some 1,200 people,
mainly civilians, died.

"Their Voices Getting Weaker":
Families Speak To Workers

Press Trust of India

DEHRADUN: Their voices are
getting weaker, their strength
seemingly dimming, those
keeping vigil outside the Silk-
yara tunnel here said on Satur-
day after speaking to their rela-
tives trapped inside for seven
days - and counting.

The under-construction tun-
nel on the Char Dham route
collapsed on Sunday morning
with 41 labourers inside it. As
the hours tick by, the despera-
tion of families waiting outside
is mounting. That rescue opera-
tions have been suspended since
Friday when a US-made auger
machine deployed to drill and
push in pipes through the rubble
to prepare an escape passage for
the workers developed a snag
has exacerbated the anxiety.

The health condition of the
men counting the hours inside
the dark tunnel is worsen-
ing and his family back home
getting increasingly panicky,
said Haridwar Sharma, whose
younger brother Sushil is
among those inside the tunnel.

Trapped In Tunnel

"All we are getting are assur-
ances from authorities that the
trapped labourers will be res-
cued. It has been nearly a week,"
Sharma, who is from Bihar's
Rohtas district, told PTL "There is
no work going on inside the tun-
nel. Neither the company nor the
government is doing anything.
The company says a machine is
on the way," he added tearfully.

Among those waiting is the
family of Gabbar Singh Negi.
His two brothers, Maharaj
Singh and Prem Singh, and son
Akash Singh have been camp-
ing outside, desperate for any
sliver of news that comes their
way. The family belongs to Kot-
dwar in the state.

Maharaj said he spoke to
Gabbar through a pipe used for
supplying oxygen and his voice
sounded very feeble. "I could
not talk to my brother. His voice
sounded very weak. He was
hardly audible. Rescue work in
the tunnel has come to a halt.
Those trapped are also short of
food and water. We have come
to the end of our patience. What
more can I say?" Maharaj told PTL

32 Killed In Israeli Air
Strikes In South Gaza Amid
Calls For Civilians ToFlee

Agencies

GAZA: Israeli air strikes on res-
idential blocks in south Gaza
killed at least 32 Palestinians
on Saturday, medics said after
Israel again warned civilians
to relocate as it turns to attack
Hamas in the enclave's south
after subduing the north.

Such a move could compel
hundreds of thousands of Pal-
estinians who fled south from
the Israeli assault on Gaza City
to move again, along with res-
idents of Khan Younis, a city of
more than 400,000, worsen-
ing a dire humanitarian crisis.

"We're asking people to re-
locate. I know it's not easy for
many of them, but we don't
want to see civilians caught
up in the crossfire," Mark Re-
gev, an aide to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
told MSNBC on Friday.

Israel vowed to annihilate
the Hamas group that controls
the Gaza Strip after its October
7 rampage into Israel in which
its fighters killed 1,200 people
and dragged 240 hostages into
the enclave, according to Is-
raeli tallies.

Since then, Israel has bombed
much of Gaza City - the enclave's
urban core - to rubble, ordered
the depopulation of the north-
ern half of the narrow strip and
displaced around two-thirds of
Gaza's 2.3 million Palestinians.
Many of those who have fled
fear their homelessness could
become permanent.

Gaza health authorities
raised their death count on
Friday to more than 12,000,

5,000 of them children. The
United Nations deems those
figures credible, though they
are now updated infrequently
due to the difficulty of collect-
ing information.

Overnight on Saturday, 26
Palestinians were killed and 23
injured by an air strike on two
apartments in a multi-storey
block in a busy residential dis-
trict of Khan Younis, according
to health officials. A few km
(miles) to the north, six Pal-
estinians were killed when a
house was bombed from the
air in Deir Al-Balah, according
to health authorities.

There was no immediate
comment from the Israeli mil-
itary, which says Hamas mili-
tants use residential buildings
and districts in densely popu-
lated Gaza as cover for op-
erations posts and weaponry,
something the Islamist move-
ment denies.

Israel dropped leaflets over
Khan Younis telling residents
to evacuate to shelters, sug-
gesting military operations
there were imminent.

Regev said Israeli troops
would have to advance into
the city to oust Hamas fight-
ers from underground tunnels
and bunkers but that no such
"enormous infrastructure” ex-
isted in less built-up areas to
the west, closer to the Medi-
terranean coast.

"I'm pretty sure that they
won't have to move again" if
they move west, he said, refer-
ring to people in the area. "We're
asking them to move to an area
where hopefully there will be
tents and a field hospital.”

Regev said that since western
areas were closer to the Rafah
border crossing with Egypt, hu-
manitarian aid could be brought
in "as quickly as possible”.

AL-SHIFA HOSPITAL

At Gaza's largest hospital,
Al Shifa in Gaza City, Israel
said its forces had found a ve-
hicle with a large number of
weapons and what it called
a Hamas tunnel shaft as it
combs the complex in search
of what it says is a Hamas
command centre.

At 76.22 Per Cent, Madhya Pradesh Sees
Its Highest Ever Assembly Polls Voter
Turnout; Seoni Tops List

Press Trust of India

BHOPAL: A voter turnout of
76.22 per cent was recorded
in the assembly elections in
Madhya Pradesh, which is the
highest in the state's history,
officials said on Saturday.

Polling was held for all 230
assembly constituencies in a
single phase on Friday.

The voter turnout this time
is the highest in the history
of Madhya Pradesh since it
was founded in 1956. It also
surpassed the 75.63 per cent
voter turnout of the 2018 as-
sembly polls by 0.59 per cent.

Seoni district in east Mad-
hya Pradesh recorded the
highest voter turnout of 85.68
per cent, while the tribal-
dominated Alirajpur in the
western region saw the low-
est voter turnout of 60.10 per
cent, the officials said.

The second highest voter
turnout of 85.23 per cent was
recorded in the Naxalites-hit
Balaghat district in the west-
ern region sharing a border
with Chhattisgarh and Maha-
rashtra, indicating that ballots
prevailed over bullets as Mao-
ists discouraged people from
voting and put roadblocks in
the election process.

FIR Against Aaditya Thackeray
For ‘Inaugurating’ Bridge

Without Permission

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI: Mumbai Police
registered a case against
Shiv Sena MLA Aaditya
Thackeray and a few others
on Saturday for allegedly
‘inaugurating’ a part of a
bridge in Lower Parel area
of the city without the civic
body’s permission, an offi-
cial said.

Thackeray, a former Ma-
harashtra minister, claimed
that the construction of
the bridge was completed
two weeks ago. But, it was
not opened to the public as
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde had no time
to inaugurate the bridge.

A First Information Report

Figures reveal that the voter
turnout percentage over the
past few elections has been
on the rise in the state. It was
67.25 per cent in 2003, 69.78
per cent in 2008, 72.13 per
cent in 2013 and 75.63 per
cent in 2018.

Since 2003, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) won the as-
sembly elections thrice, while
the Congress could emerge
victorious only once.

In the 2003 elections, the
BJP garnered 42.50 per cent
votes, the Congress 31.70 per
cent and the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) and others 10.61
per cent. The BJP won 173
seats, the Congress 38 and the
BSP 2 at that time.

In the subsequent assembly
elections (in 2008), the BJP
polled 38.09 per cent votes,

Mumbai Teen Kills Self After
Father Stopped Him From
Playing Mobile Games: Cops

Agencies

the Congress 32.85 and the
BSP and others 9.08 per cent.
At that time, the BJP won 143
seats, the Congress 71 and
the BSP and others the rest of
seats.

In 2013, the BJP received
45.19 per cent votes, Congress
36.79 and BSP and others 6.42
per cent. Result - BJP came
out with flying colours in 165
seats, Congress 58 seats and
BJP and others in the rest.

In 2018, the BJP garnered
41.02 per cent votes, the Con-
gress 40.89 per cent and the
BSP and others 10.83 per cent
votes. Even after getting more
vote share than the Congress,
the BJP could win only 109
seats as against the grand old
party's 114, while the rest
went to the BSP, the Sama-
jwadi Party and Independents.

Arcaeologic ody Gets 10

More Days To Submit Gyanvapi
Mosque Survey Report

Press Trust of India

VARANASI: The Varanasi dis-
trict court on Saturday gave 10
more days to the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to submit
its scientific survey report of
the Gyanvapi mosque complex.

The ASI was earlier given
time till November 17 to sub-
mit the report but on Friday, its
counsel sought 15 more days
from the court.

According to the counsel for
the Hindu side Madan Mohan
Yadav, the ASI sought more
time due to the non-availability
of the technical report.

While hearing the matter
on Saturday, District Judge A K
Vishvesh asked the ASI to sub-
mit its report by November 28.

On November 2, the ASI told
the court it had "completed” the
survey but may take some more
time to compile the report,
along with the details of the
equipment used in the survey
work. The court then granted
additional time till November
17 for submitting the document.

On October 5, the court
granted four more weeks to the
ASI and said the duration of the
survey would not be extended
beyond this.

BJP Will Ensure Free Visit To
Ayodhya Ram Temple For
People Of Telangana If Voted
'To Power: Amit Shah

Press Trust of India

HYDERABAD: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Satur-
day announced that the BJP
will ensure free visit to the
Ram temple in Ayodhya for
all the people of Telangana, if
the saffron party was voted to
power in the coming Assembly
elections.

Shah, who addressed elec-
tion rallies at Gadwal, Nalgon-
da and Warangal, alleged that
the Congress has hindered and
delayed construction of Ram
temple for the last 70 years.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had performed the 'Bhu-
mi Puja’ of the temple and the
‘pran pratishtha' would be
done on January 22, 2024, he
said.

Shah urged the gathering
to elect the BJP to power in
Telangana and said the party-
led government would arrange
darshan of Lord Ram in Ayod-
hya free of cost to all.

Training guns on the K Chan-
drasekhar Rao-led BRS govern-
ment in Telangana, he said it
gave religion-based reservation
to Muslims, which is "unconsti-
tutional".

The BJP has decided to abol-
ish religious reservation and
increase quota to OBCs and STs,
should it form the next govern-
ment in the state, he said.

"Reservation was given to
Muslims by snatching it away
from OBCs and STs under pres-
sure from Owaisi," he said.

Terming both the Congress
and BRS as ‘anti-backward
class', he claimed that only the
BJP and PM Modi can do good
for BCs.

He reiterated the BJP's prom-
ise to make a backward class
leader Chief Minister of the
state.

Noting that the OBCs consti-
tute 52 per cent of the popu-
lation in Telangana, Shah said

the CM post will be given to a
candidate from the community
if the saffron party comes to
power.

Shah attacked the BRS gov-
ernment, alleging that it is
one of the most corrupt in the
country.

Listing out the alleged un-
fulfilled promises of the BRS
government, Shah said the
Chandrasekhar Rao dispensa-
tion has set a world record in
making false promises.

Dubbing the BRS as
'Bhrashtachar Rishwat Sami-
ti,’ Shah alleged corruption
to the tune of thousands of
crores of rupees in various
government programmes,
including the Kaleswaram ir-
rigation project and Mission
Bhagiratha.

The veteran BJP leader also
accused BRS MLAs of taking
bribes of Rs one lakh to Rs three
lakh from the beneficiaries of
'Dalit Bandhu' scheme.

BJP, if elected to power,
would ensure that the looted
amount would be deposited
back into the state's exche-
quer after making those cor-
rupt pay for it. Referring to
the paper leak of government
exams, the Union Minister
said the youth of the state
are the worst-affected in the
BRS regime with question pa-
pers of State Public Service
Commission being leaked 16
times.
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CHISINAU: Moldovan President Maia
Sandu's dog overturned protocol on

Moldovan President’s Dog Bites
Visiting Austrian Leader

parliament.

In a video posted to Instagram on

Friday, Van der Bellen sympathised
with the first pup.

(FIR) was registered against
Thackeray based on a com-
plaint lodged by a Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) official.

A police official said that
as per the complaint, Thac-
keray, Sena’s members of
legislative council Sachin
Ahir and Sunil Shinde, for-
mer mayors Kishori Ped-
nekar and Snehal Ambekar,
and 15 to 20 others inaugu-
rated the second carriage-
way of Delisle Bridge on
Thursday night.

The bridge was locat-
ed in Thackeray’s Worli
constituency.

The act of inauguration
was illegal as the bridge
was still incomplete and

not certified safe for use. Its
premature use could pose a
risk to motorists, the com-
plaint said.

The FIR was registered
under Sections 143, 149
(both pertaining to Unlaw-
ful Assembly), 336 (Rash
or Negligent Act) and 447
(Criminal Trespass) of the
Indian Penal Code, the offi-
cial said.

The Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner currently
acts as a state government-
appointed administrator as
the term of the BMC'’s gen-
eral body has expired.

Eknath Shinde became
Chief Minister in June 2022
after splitting the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena.

MUMBAI: A minor boy took his own life after his father
allegedly stopped him from playing games on his mobile
handset, the police said.

According to information shared by the police, the
boy, aged 16, died by suicide at his residence in the
Malad Malwani area of Mumbai.

The father told police that his son was addicted to mo-
bile games.

"Often, he would play games on his mobile handset till
late into the night," a police officer said.

"Around 11.30 pm on Thursday, the child was playing
mobile games when his father snatched his phone and
asked him to go to sleep," the officer added.

"The boy, in response, threatened to harm himself if
he wasn't allowed to play mobile games. Next morning,
his father woke up to find him hanging. He rushed the
boy to a nearby hospital but he was declared dead on
arrival,” the officer added.

Malwani Police recorded the statement of the boy's
father and filed an Accidental Death Report (ADR) in the
report.

Thursday by biting visiting Austrian
President Alexander
Van der Bellen on the
hand, although Austria's
leader was forgiving and
later gave the excitable
pup a toy.

The incident, Mol-
dovan media reported,
occurred when the two
leaders were strolling
in the courtyard of the
Moldovan presidential
residence and Van der Bellen tried to
pet the dog, a rescue named Codrut, or
small forest.

Sandu apologised in English and
explained that the dog had become
frightened by large numbers of people
nearby. Van Der Bellen appeared with
his hand bandaged at his next meet-
ing, with the speaker of Moldova's

"Everyone who knows me knows
that I'm a big dog lover
and can understand his
excitement,"” he wrote,
adding his meeting with
Sandu and other top of-
ficials had been "very
good".

Van der Bellen added
that he had gifted the
dog a small toy on the
last day of his visit.

The talks in Chisinau,
attended by Van Der Bellen and the
president of Slovenia, focused on the
bid by Moldova, which lies between
Ukraine and Romania, to join the Eu-
ropean Union.

Sandu, who took in the dog after it
was hit by a car, posted pictures on
social media with her pet and the two
presidents. Reuters
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STATE

HC Seeks Details Of 13 Ex-Legislators
Occupying Govt Bungalows

K ASHMIR OBSERVER O 5

‘Drunk’ School
Teacher
Suspended After

J&K Saw 6,000 Dengue Cases,
8 Deaths This Year

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh High Court has
directed the estates depart-
ment to submit the details of
13 former ministers and ex-
legislators occupying govern-
ment bungalows in Srinagar
and Jammu.

The department has already
submitted the details of 35
such occupants. Hearing a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) per-
taining to unauthorised reten-
tion of 48 bungalows by former
ministers and ex-legislators,
the division bench of the high
court in Jammu asked for the
required information by De-
cember 15 when the case will
be taken up again.

The hearing in the matter was
held through video conference.

Jammu and Kashmir had
ceased to be a state on August
2, 2019, after its special status
under Article 370 of the Consti-
tution was abrogated and it was
bifurcated into Union territo-

ries of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh. Advocate S S Ahmed,
appearing for the petitioner,
accused the estates department
of deliberately delaying the
matter by submitting incom-
plete information to the court
when categorical directions
had been issued for furnishing
the list of 48 occupants with re-
gard to their alternative accom-
modation or houses either in
the Jammu or Kashmir regions.
The estates department, in
response to a division bench
order on October 18, has filed
a compliance report indicating
the reply of 35 occupants as to
whether they possess any alter-
native residential accommoda-
tion at Jammu or Srinagar.
Ahmed submitted that the
status report is silent about 13
occupants, mostly belonging
to the BJP, including its former
mayor Chander Mohan Gupta
and former minister Bali Bha-
gat. The occupants also include
Awami National Conference
leader Muzzaffar Shah, he said.

The total names submitted
in the report by estates depart-
ment through Senior Additional
Advocate General S S Nanda are
38 but it is also silent with re-
gard to former legislators Sunil
Sharma, Bashir Ahmad Dar and
Mohd Amin Bhat as these occu-
pants have not filed their replies
to the notices whether they pos-
sesses any alternative residential
accommodations, Ahmed said.

He also questioned the claim
of former chief minister Gh-
ulam Nabi Azad that he does
not possess any private house.
He has a residential house at
Hyderpora in Srinagar, which
has a total area of 21,600 square
feet and build up area of 3,600
square feet, Ahmad claimed.

He also claimed that former
deputy chief minister Muzaffar
Hussain Beig has a three-storey
residential house in the Brane-
Nishat area of Srinagar, while
the BJP president and former
legislator Ravinder Raina has
constructed a new house at
Simbal Camp in Jammu.
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in 2018, 488 in 2017, 79 in

he said.

SRINAGAR: Over 6000 cases
of dengue were reported
this year while eight persons
have died due to the disease
so far in Jammu and Kashmir,
an official said.

The official of State Epide-
miology said that the major-
ity of the cases (3841) were
reported from Jammu dis-
trict. It was followed by Ud-
hampur district (881 cases)
followed by Kathua (549 cas-
es) and Samba (349 cases),

“There were 97 cases in Ra-
jouri, 66 in Reasi, 65 in Doda,
62 in Ramban, 36 in Poonch, 9
in Kishtwar, 26 in Kashmir and
40 from other areas,” he said.

This year’s count is seen to
be less than last year when
a record 8,269 dengue cases
along with 18 fatalities were
registered. According to data
for more than a decade, 1,709
cases were reported in 2021,
439 in 2019, 53 in 2020, 214

2010 and two in 2009.

ful ailment.

are still under treatment.

vigilance

physical and mental

fruits and vegetables.

2016, 153 in 2015, four in
2014, 1 837 in 2013, 16 in
2012, three in 2011, none in

According to the official,
the cases are on decline now
but advised people take “pre-
emptive” measures in the
absence of a dengue vaccine
and called for proactive pre-
vention to combat the pain-

He said a total of 1911 den-
gue patients have been admit-
ted to the hospitals till date
and of them, 1766 have been
discharged and 67 patients

“Panic is unnecessary but
and preventive
measures are crucial,” he said.

The official said that in-
dividuals who test positive
for dengue should prioritise
rest,
maintain proper hydration,
and consume a diet rich in

Outlining a comprehen-

environment

sive approach to dengue
prevention, he urged people
to manage and modify the
to prevent

mosquitoes from accessing

egg-laying habitats.
involves proper disposal of
solid waste, removal of arti-
ficial water-holding contain-
ers, and regular cleaning and
maintenance of domestic
water storage units,” he said

“This

and recommended appro-

tainers.

priate use of insecticides in
outdoor water storage con-

The doctor informed about
the helpline number 104 for

assistance which is available

are

helpline.
Healthcare

from 9 am to 6 pm daily.

He said positive patients
provided
and guidance through the

counselling

profession-

als recommend eliminating
stagnant water that serves
as mosquito breeding sites at

home, schools, workplaces,

and their surroundings to

Viral Video

Press Trust Of India

Dalair Singh,

media.

pension and

said.

JAMMU: A primary school teacher
in Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi dis-
trict was suspended after a video
showing him in an inebriated state
while on duty surfaced online, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

A video of highly intoxicated

the teacher on duty

at a school in Dharidhar village of
Chassana, had gone viral on social

Taking serious note of the video,
the chief education officer of Reasi
ordered Singh's immediate sus-

also ordered an in-

quiry into his conduct, the official

Pending inquiry into his conduct,
Singh is placed under suspension
with immediate effect in connec-
tion with a viral video, an official
quoting the order said.

The suspended teacher is direct-
ed to report to the deputy commis-
sioner’s office in Reasi for further
duties, he added.

09129 Vadodara 19:00 Haridwar 14:30 | = Saturday Upto 25.11.2023
09130 Haridwar 17:20 Vadodara 11:25 § Sunday upto 26.11.2023
In order to clear extra rush of passengers during Chhath Puja Festival, || %% | SorakhpurJn. 25:00 | New Del 1200 1§ | Wednesday 29.11.2029
. . . . . . 05066 New Delhi 14:00 Gorakhpur Jn. 04:15 (= Thursday 30.11.2023
Northern Railway, in association with other zonal railway, has planned to run | o6 T Goraknpar in. i | b 205 |2 Tuesday pto 26.11.2003
the fo||owing Festival Special Trains as per schedule given below:- 05070 | New Delhi 00:30 | Gorakhpur Jn. 14:45 |2 Wednesday upto 29.11.2023
LIST OF FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS ORIGINATING/TERMINATING IN NORTHERN RAILWAY [Jlsmerr o ora e e s
05072 New Delhi 10:00 Chhapra Jn. 04:15 |= Friday upto 01.12.2023
Frequency / Day Period 05159 | Chhapra Jn. 23:55 New Delhi 20:00 ;2‘ Saturday upto 25.11.2023
- 05160 New Delhi 00:30 Chhapra Jn. 19:25 | = Monday upto 27.11.2023
Patna Jn Anand Vihar Terminal § | Thursday, Sunday |25.11.202310 1012.2023 ) | [" gg557 | Bhavnagar 10:10 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla 08:50 | = Friday 24.11.2023 & 01.12.2023
03256 | Anand Vihar Terminal 23:30 Patna Jn 17:20 | 2 Friday, Monday | 24.11.2023 to 11.12.2023 09558 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla 13:20 Bhavnagar 1000 | S Saturday 25.11.2023 & 02.12.2023
02391 Patna Jn 22:20 Anand Vihar Terminal 15:00 %‘ Saturday 25.11.2023 to 09.12.2023 05527 Darbhanga Jn. 13:15 Delhi Jn. 13:30 %>. Thursday 23.11.2023 to 07.12.2023
02392 Anand Vihar Terminal 23:30 Patna Jn 17:20 | = Sunday 26.11.2023 to 10.12.2023 05528 Delhi Jn. 15:30 Darbhanga Jn. 15:45 | = Friday 24.11.2023 to 08.12.2023
03635 Gaya Jn 14:15 Anand Vihar Terminal 05:00 g Mon, Wed, Fri 20.11.2023 to 08.12.2023 03227 Ara Jn. (Unreserved Spl.) 15:45 Anand Vihar (T) 07:15 g Wed, Sat 22,25, 29.11.23 & 02.12.23
03636 | Anand Vihar Terminal 07:00 | GayaJn 20:45 | = Tue, Thu, Sat | 21.11.2023 to 09.12.2023 03228 | Anand Vihar (T) (Unreserved Spl)| 09:30 | AradJn. 04:00 | 3 Sun, Thu 19,23, 26, 30.11.23 & 03.12.23
05557 Jaynagar 06:00 Anand Vihar Terminal 05:00 %‘ Tuesday 21.11.2023 to 05.12.2023 04018 New Delhi 14:55 Bapudham Motihari 12:15 g Tue, Fri, Mon 21, 24 & 27.11.2023
05558 | Anand Vihar Terminal 07:30 Jaynagar 06:30 | = Wednesday 22.11.2023 to 06.12.2023 04017 | Bapudham Motihari 15:00 New Delhi 13:15 | 8 | Sun,Wed, Sat, Tue | 19,22,25 & 28.11.2023
04678 | Firozpur Cantt Jn 13:25 | PatnaJn 17:00 | 2 Wednesday upto 29.11.2023 04028 | Anand Vihar (T) 01:00 | Bapudham Motihari 2330 | & Tue, Fri, Mon 21, 24 &27.11.2023
04677 | PatnaJn 18:45 | Firozpur Cantt Jn 22:40 | 2 Thursday upto 30.11.2023 04027 | Bapudham Motihari 02:30 | Anand Vihar (T) 2345 | | Sun Wed,Sat,Tue | 19,22 25 & 28.11.2023
04012 New Delhi 19:20 Darbhanga Jn 16:45 ;: Tue, Friday upto 28.11.2023 04534 Sirhind 20:20 Saharsa Jn. 23:45 g Sunday 19.11.2023
04011 Darbhanga Jn 18:00 New Delhi 16:40 | & Wednesday, Saturday upto 29.11.2023 04533 Saharsa Jn. 03:00 Ambala Cantt. 05:00 § Tuesday 21.11.2023
04518 Chandigarh 23:15 Gorakhpur 18:20 %‘ Thursday upto 30.11.2023 04536 Chandigarh 23:55 Katihar Jn. 05:00 g Sunday 19.11.2023
04517 Gorakhpur 22:05 Chandigarh 14:10 |2 Friday upto 01.12.2023 04535 Katihar Jn. 07:00 Chandigarh 12:30 § Tuesday 21.11.2023
04530 Bhatinda Jn 20:55 Varanasi Jn 17:30 | = | Sunday, Wednesday upto 29.11.2023 i Tue, Thu, Sat, Mon, | 21, 23, 25, 27, 29.11.23 &
: : g 02351 | Patna Jn. 16:00 Anand Vihar (T.) 06:00 | % Wed, Fri 01.12.2023
04529 Varanasi Jn 20:40 Bhatinda Jn 19:10 | & Monday, Thursday upto 30.11.2023 % - 2
04060 | Anand Vihar Terminal 10:30 | Jaynagar 15115 | = | Tuesday, Friday upto 28.11.2023 02352 | Anand Vihar (T) 08:00 | PatnaJn. 21:55 |8 Wed’;"h Ssuan: ey o212 20,28 30,128 &
04059 Jaynagar 17:00 Anand Vihar Terminal 19:55 | & Wednesday, Sat upto 29.11.2023 05315 Chhapra Jn. 11:15 Delhi Jn. 1:20 |o g Tuesda;/, Friday upto .01 1 2.2023
04488 Anand Vihar Terminal 23:15 Gorakhpur 14:00 %‘ Saturday upto 25.11.2023 05316 Delhi Jn. 14:00 Chhapra Jn. 13:20 8= Wednesday, Saturday upto 02.12.2023
04487 Gorakhpur 17:25 Anand Vihar Terminal 10:40 | = Sunday upto 26.11.2023 05089 Banaras 21:00 Anand Vihar(T.) 15:30 | = Tuesday upto 28.11.2023
04010 Anand Vihar Terminal 23:45 Jogbani 05:20 %‘ Tuesday upto 28.11.2023 05090 Anand Vihar(T.) 18:15 Banaras 09:50 § Wednesday upto 29.11.2023
04009 Jogbani 09:00 Anand Vihar Terminal 16:05 | = Thursday upto 30.11.2023 05464 Varanasi City 10:40 Jaunpur 13:00 %E except Friday upto 30.11.2023
01664 Anand Vihar Terminal 11:10 Saharsa Jn 11:20 | = Monday upto 27.11.2023 05463 Jaunpur 13:20 Varanasi City 15:30 |= = except Thursday upto 30.11.2023
01663 Saharsa Jn 14:30 Anand Vihar Terminal 13:55 § Tuesday upto 28.11.2023 02365 Rajgir 20:00 Anand Vihar (T) 15:00 ;;{ Saturday & Tuesday | 21.11.2023 to 09.12.2023
03257 | Danapur 07:30 Anand Vihar Terminal 00:30 | > Sunday 26.11.2023 to 10.12.2023 02366 | Anand Vihar (T) 23:45 Rajgir 19:10 | £ | Sunday & Wednesday| 22.11.2023 to 10.12.2023
03258 | Anand Vihar Terminal 05:00 | Danapur 2045 | £ Monday 27.11.2023 to 11.12.2023 05473 | JaunpurJn 13:20 | AunriharJn 1440 | £ Thursday upto 30.11.2023
05577 | SaharsadJn 19:10 | Ambala CantJn 2315 | = Friday 24.11.2023 to 08.12.2023 05474 | Aunrihar Jn 11:35 | Jaunpur Jn 13:00 éw Friday upto 30.11.2023
05578 | Ambala Cant Jn 03:40 | SaharsaJn 095 | 2 Sunday 26.11.2023 to 10.12.2023 09624 | BarauniJn 11:00 | AjmerJn 13:35 |§2 Monday 20.11.2023
05531 Raxaul Jn 22:25 Anand Vihar Terminal 18:00 | = Sunday 26.11.2023 to 10.12.2023 05073 Gorakhpur 20:55 Anand Vihar (T) 12:30 23 Tuesday & Friday 21 & 24.11.2023
05532 | Anand Vihar Terminal 20:00 Raxaul Jn 1430 |2 Monday 27.11.2023 to 11.12.2023 05074 | Anand Vihar (T) 14:30 Gorakhpur 07:30 |°% Wed & Sat 22 & 25.11.2023
05273 | Muzaffarpur Jn 18:00 | Anand Vihar Terminal 11:00 | £ | Wednesday, Saturday | 22.11.2023 to 09.12.2023 05075 | Chhapra 17:45 | Anand Vihar (T) 14:00 [ g| Monday & Thursday 20 & 23.11.2023
05274 | Anand Vihar Terminal 13:25 | Muzaffarpur Jn 07:00 | 2 | Thursday, Sunday | 23.11.2023 to 10.12.2023 05076 | Anand Vihar (T) 16:00 | Chhapra 09:30 |==| Tuesday & Friday 21 &24.11.2023
05005 Gorakhpur 14:40 Amritsar Jn 09:30 %, Friday upto 01.12.2023 05041 Chh-apra Kacheri 09:30 Amritsar : 14:00 gg Tuesday & Saturday 21 & 25.11.2023
05006 Amritsar Jn 12:45 Gorakhpur 0850 | £ Saturday upto 02.12.2023 05042 Amritsar 17:45 Chhapra Kacheri 22:00 — Wed & Sun 22 & 26.11.2023
04049 | New Delhi 23:30 | Shri Mata Vaishno DeviKatra | 11:25 | = | Monday, Saturday upto 27.11.2023 05575 | SaharsaJn. 19:10 | Ambala Cantt Jn. 2315 |52 Wednesday 22.11.2023
04050 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra 18:30 New Delhi 06:25 § Tuesday, Sunday upto 28.11.2023 05571 Jaynagar 06:00 Anand Vihar (T) 05:00 ﬁg Thursday 23.11.2023
04080 New Delhi 19:20 Varanasi Jn 09:45 | = Mon, Thu, Sat Upto 30.11.2023 _ _ FE]
04079 Varanasi Jn 18:35 New Delhi 09:00 é’ Tue, Fri, Sun upto 01.12.2023 02266 Sabarmati 02:30 New Delhi 1905 |3 = ] 20112023
01654 | Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra | 23:20 | VaranasiJn 2355 | = Sunday upto 26.11.2023 04002 | Anand Vihar (Terminal) 2385 | Patnadn. 15:45 | & Daily 19.11.2023 to 30.11.2023
01653 | Varanasi Jn 06:20 | Shri Mata Vaishno DeviKatra | 11:20 | £ Tuesday upto 28.11.2023 04001 | Patna Jn. 18:45 | Anand Vihar (Terminal) 10:20 | 5 Daily 19.11.2023 to 01.12.2023
02646 Jammu Tawi 05:45 Barauni Jn 1210 | = Thursday upto 30.11.2023 04006 Delhi Jn. 23:05 Jayn.agar 23:45 E Tue, Fri, Mon, Thu 21,24,27 & 30.11.23
04645 Barauni Jn 1515 Jammu Tawi 22:30 § Friday upto 01.12.2023 04005 Jaynagar. 01:30 Delhi Jn. 01:30 § Mon, Thu, Sl{n, Wed, Sat | 20, 23, 26, 29.11.23 & 02.12.23
- N =2 04022 New Delhi 15:30 Saharsa Jn. 16:30 | .2 Daily 19.11.2023 to 30.11.2023
04051 | SaharsaJn. (Unreserved Spl) | 07:00 | Anand Vihar Terminal 1030 |52 Sunday 19112023 04021 | Saharsa Jn. 19:00 | New Delhi 2020 | & Daily 19.11.2023 to 01.12.2023
04057 | Jaynagar (Unreserved Spl.) 11:00 | Anand Vihar Terminal 10:00 |EE Sunday 19.11.2023 04526 | Sirhind Jn. 11:25 | Saharsa Jn. 16:00 | & | Mon, Thu, Sun, Wed | 20,23, 26 & 29.11.2023
04066 Anand Vihar Terminal 23:00 Patna Jn. 16:00 | £ | Monday, Thursday upto 30.11.2023 04525 | Saharsa Jn. 19:00 Ambala Cantt. 22:20 § Tue, Fri, Mon, Thu 21, 24, 27 & 30.11.2023
04065 Patna Jn. 17:45 Anand Vihar Terminal 10:35 § Tuesday, Friday upto 01.12.2023 02268 Sabarmati 03:00 New Delhi 19:35 g g Monday 20.11.2023
e st R e R ]| ST OF FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS PASSING THROUGH NORTHERN RAILWAY NETWORK
01676 | Anand Vihar Terminal 23:15 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 21:15 | £ | Monday, Thursday upto 30.11.2023 09075 | Mumbai Central 11:00 | Kathgodam 1430 | = Wednesday upto 29.11.2023
01675 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 23:00 | Anand Vihar Terminal 2330 | & | Tuesday, Friday upto 01.12.2023 09076 | Kathgodam 17:30 | Mumbai Central 2085 | = Thursday upto 30.11.2023
01678 | New Delhi 08:10 | GayadJn. 00:30 | = | Monday, Friday  |20,24,27.11.23 &01,04.12.23) | | 07651 | dJalna 23:35 | Chhapra 05:30 | & Wednesday upto 29.11.2023
01677 | GayadJn. 07:35 | New Delhi 23:35 | 2 | Tuesday, Saturday |21,25,28.11.238 02, 05.12.23 | |_076%2 | Chhapra 2215 (une i 0200 f Friday MROI0FET22023
02250 | New Delhi (Rajdhani Spl.) 19:10 | PatnaJn. 07:30 % Sun, Tue, Thu, Sat, Mon, Wed | 19, 21, 23, 25, 27 & 29.11.23 g:gzz (L:::r::?ya e :::: ;:’wk'a“:::a Tilak (T.) g:: E sFJLd::y EE:Z g;:zzg:z
02249 | Patna Jn. (Rajdhani Spl.) 09:00 New Delhi 21:00 | £ |Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun, Tue, Thu | 20, 22, 24, 26, 28 & 30.11.23 —
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he term “Baandh”, the enactors

of famous Kashmiri folk-art

Bande Pather, has been reduced

to derogatory status. No matter
how much one tries to say otherwise,
the reality is that our indifference to our
folk continues unabated. We as a society
have pushed our culture which includes
folklore into oblivion. Kashmir has been
unique in that the folklore it evolved,
catered to its aesthetic and social needs
simultaneously. Kashimr’s folk-theatre,
folklore and other forms of folk-art were
sensitive to both the artistic subtleties as
well as the social realities of their times.
Thus, we see in Kashmiri literary, plastic
and performing arts, a unique amalgam
of artistic creativity and socio-political
sensitivity.

Modern temperament, in its hasty
and artificial modes of judgement, has
consigned all traditional modes of enact-
ment, self-articulation and self-construc-
tion to the margins of social mainstream
and has not only belittled but altogether
ignored the value and worth of these
modes of expression and experience.
We tend to ignore that our folklore, be it
Bande Pather, Ladishah or other myriad
and multiple forms of folk-art, are no
mere plays, no ordinary theatrical epi-
sodes, but the liveliest and the most dy-
namic repositories of our socio-cultural
evolution, the integral components of
our cultural collective identity and in-
vincible witnesses to our historical and
existential drama.

Laddi Shah, which is a storytelling
musical genre originated in Jammu and
Kashmir with its roots in traditional and
humorous folk singing originally sung by
minstrels while locally wondering from
one place to another. It is usually sung
in Kashmiri language to express anguish
or to entertain people in a rhythmic form
primarily revolving around political,
social and cultural issues in the form of
ballad or melodious satire. Bhand Pather
is an age-old traditional folk theatre of
Kashmir. It is usually held in open spac-
es. In this interesting theatre form, there
are no predetermined scripts. This form
of theatre has a traditional performance
from and portrays social, cultural, reli-
gious and political dilemmas prevailing
among masses.

There is no harm in celebrating mu-
sic and drama from other cultures. It
promotes multiculturalism and paves
the way for bringing people closer to one
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Hold on to Kashmiri
Tradition More Firmly

Amir Suhail Wani
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Progress doesn’t lie in copying the Western hegemonic habits of life or art
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“but to imbibe their scientific spirit and academic rigour without belittling our roots
and without turning away from our vernacular modes of thought and experience. While
we have opened our case with the performing arts of Ladishah and Bande Pather, the
analysis applies to all the modes and manifestations of tradition and culture

another. But when it comes at the cost of
the erasure of indigenous art-forms and
threatens the very raison d’e etre of tra-
dition’s in its many manifestations, an
alarm is to be raised.

What has been observed over the past
years is the sheer indifference on part of

Kashmiris to their vernacular modes of
music, theatre, clothing and modes of liv-
ing. It involves a submissive and blind
imitation of alien cultures even when
it comes at the cost of cultural erasure
as well as erosion. The thought doesn’t
cross our minds that this moribund imi-

tation cuts at our roots and threatens not
only our social identity but also posits us
against a situation where we can’t situ-
ate ourselves against any tangible frame
of reference to define our subjective self
and our existential being.

The things of cultural import be they

from any order, are no mere objects of
entertainment, as stated before, but are
the axes and coordinates in which one
locates him/herself and in relation to
which he shapes the consciousness of his
existence as a socio-historical being.

How many people are left in the
younger generation to understand the
lyrics of Shamas Fageer, Wahab Khar
or even the poet of recent past Ahad
Zargar? Our youth are moved by jazz and
pop but how many are there to under-
stand and appreciate the beauty of Sufi-
yana Mosiqi? This cultural decadence
is not confined to a few art forms but is
so pervasive that it has altogether meta-
morphosed our cultural sensitivities and
pushed us into orbits of alienation.

It is no regression or anachronism
to appreciate our past and to cherish our
tradition and traditional values, be they
ethical, social or cultural. We often tend
to see the discarding of the past as a pass-
port to progress but the fact remains that
one can be progressive and traditional
at the same time. In our haste, we per-
haps, ignore the fact that progress and
prosperity doesn’t come to nations by
turning their face away from the past
but by mastering the fields of knowledge
and by staying attuned with the intellec-
tual call of the day. The West continues
to preserve and celebrate Mozart as well
as the memories of Gothic architecture.
It continues to preserve the centuries old
London street houses and values all the
objects of its cultural and traditional im-
portance. Progress doesn’t lie in copying
the Western hegemonic habits of life or
art but to imbibe their scientific spirit
and academic rigour without belittling
our roots and without turning away from
our vernacular modes of thought and ex-
perience. While we have opened our case
with the performing arts of Ladishah and
Bande Pather, the analysis applies to all
the modes and manifestations of tradi-
tion and culture and is a call to celebrate
everything that is best in our cultural
praxis while at the same time navigating
our path through the emerging challeng-
es of modernity.

Views expressed in the article are

the author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance

of Kashmir Observer

The author is a Srinagar
based columnist

Calling The West’s Bluff

Developed countries continue to shirk responsibility, robbing COPs of any real potential.

Deepak Gupta & K Krishan

lays and cancellations despite IRA sub-

he role of developed nations in

the annual Conference of Par-

ties (COP) meetings, in recent

years, has shown a distress-
ing pattern—undermining the con-
cept of their historical responsibility,
downplaying their obligations while
failing miserably to meet even their
inadequate commitments related to
GHG emissions cuts, climate finance
and technology transfer, and trying to
shift the burden of mitigation to larger
developing nations. The current global
scenario does not give confidence for a
radical shift in their stance. Hence, we
approach COP 28 in Dubai with sense
of deja vu and fears of impasse.

Their nationally determined con-
tributions (NDCs) were inadequate
to limit temperature to 1.5°C to begin
with, but multiple studies have con-
cluded that even these will not be met,
with shortfalls in GHG emissions re-
ductions anticipated to be greater than
20% for the US and greater than 10%
for the EU and UK. This is a dismal sce-
nario. A brief analysis of the causes is
thus in order.

Over-reliance on market economics

The US Inflation Reduction Act,
passed last year, aimed to swiftly de-
carbonise the US economy by provid-
ing billions of dollars in new or ex-
panded tax credits for low-emissions
technologies. It aimed to mobilise huge
private sector investment in multiple
clean energy projects, and boosting
private sector confidence to pursue
decarbonisation projects, but many
energy projects are now on hold or
abandoned. Investors attribute this to
high interest rates, supply chain con-
straints, ambiguity in tax rules, and
the unpredictable nature of regulatory
and government processes. Such de-

sidies clearly indicate that incentives
work only with an enabling ecosystem,
having cogent policies, clear-cut legis-
lation, and efficient regulatory frame-
work. This is true everywhere.

Moonshot approach

The moonshot approach refers to
announcing unrealistic targets, pre-
suming scientific advancements, sub-
stantiating with complex modelling of
decarbonisation pathways, and obfus-
cating the ground realities of the short
to medium term, with a detrimental
impact on investor confidence and
achievement of NDCs . To illustrate,
the US set a target that 50% of all new
vehicle sales by 2030 must be electric.
But, with sales from the last quarter
being less than 8%, GM and Ford have
put on hold significant investments in
EV production facilities. In September
2023, the UK backtracked on key cli-
mate policies, such as the 2030 phase-
out of new petrol/ diesel cars and the
2035 phase-out of gas boilers, under-
mining investor confidence.

Double standards and backtracking

At Glasgow, India was criticised
for insisting on “phasing down” rath-
er than “phasing out” of coal. Just a
few months later, the Russia-Ukraine
war disrupted global energy markets,
leading to a volte face by the West.
In 2022, the US reached record highs
in oil and gas production as well as
exports. It plans to increase its LNG
export capacity by more than 40% by
2026. Likewise, the EU is making sig-
nificant investments in LNG termi-
nals and fossil gas pipelines and the
UK is providing support for oil and
gas extraction in the North Sea. These
rising fossil fuel investments risk car-
bon lock-in and act as a dampener for

The US Inflation
Reduction Act, passed
last year, aimed to
swiftly decarbonise

the US economy by
providing billions

of dollars in new or
expanded tax credits
for low-emissions
technologies. It

aimed to mobilise

huge private sector
investment in multiple
clean energy projects,
and boosting private
sector confidence to
pursue decarbonisation
projects, but many
energy projects are now
on hold or abandoned

a clean energy transition.

“Believe in the science”

This is postulated by developed
nations in climate conferences while
pushing for Net Zero targets. In the
process, the focus shifts to long-term

deep decarbonisation

technologies,

G20 in September 2023 targeted tripling

neglecting short- to medium-term ini-
tiatives required to meet NDCs. For in-
stance, the UK offers support to green
hydrogen and CCS projects but does
not extend such support to industrial
electrification and has insufficient
funding for households’ energy effi-
ciency improvements. Consequently,
its Climate Change Committee found
that the UK has credible policies for
only 20% of the emissions reductions
required to meet its Sixth Carbon Bud-
get, which extends beyond 2030. NDCs,
and even net zero, require calibrated
and coordinated progress on multiple
areas, step by step, year on year, focus-
ing on technologies that are field-prov-
en or nearing commercialisation.

Ignoring the critical role of community
Developed nations direct their de-
velopment finance on capacity-build-
ing within developing economies but
ignore the need for behavioural and so-
cietal change within their own nations.
For NDC fulfilment, public transport
has to become a mainstream option,
buildings have to be energy & resource
efficient, sustainable farming adopt-
ed—all of which require a community
buy-in and change in consumption pat-
terns. Will the energy emission-inten-
sive consumptive life style change?

Ignoring fundamentals

Climate action needs global effort.
This has several aspects—most sig-
nificantly, climate finance, technology
transfer, and supply chains. Where is
the $100 billion pledged annually by
2020, though billions have been spent
on arms? The IMF estimates fossil
fuel subsidies were $7 trillion globally
in 2022. The only tangible outcome of
COP27 was that the Loss and Damage
Fund remains under discussion. The

of renewable energy capacity globally,
but China and the developed countries
are dominating and constraining the
supply chain for this.

Technology transfer is more about
technical assistance and private sec-
tor initiatives, rather than multilat-
eral programs of joint collaborative
research. Apart from ethical issues
of reneging on commitments and per-
sisting with inequities, it goes against
business logic, as the benefits of col-
laboration between developed and de-
veloping nations are well-established,
with the latter providing the volumes
which drive down the costs of tran-
sition. There is another disturbing
trend, which some activists call “the
new green imperialism”. Developed
nations are seeking to use renewable
energy resources of developing coun-
tries to manufacture green hydrogen
and import the same to decarbonise
their ‘hard to abate’ sectors, thereby
creating new inequities in energy ac-
cess.

Climate change is correlated to
global carbon stock, hence, an inte-
grated global view of decarbonisation
and action has to be taken. The onus
is on the developed nations, although
there are many lessons for us too. We
end with this quote by Paul Polman,
“Working together on solving some-
thing requires a high level of humility
and a high level of self-awareness”.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer.

The article was originally published
by Financial Express

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of Kashmir Observer LLP | Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd 120-Electronic Complex, Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam
Published from: 5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K | Editor: Sajjad Haider | RNI Registration No: 69503/98 | Postal Registration No-L/159/K0/SK/2014-16 | Legal Counsel: Tasadug Khwaja
Switchboard: (0194) 2502327 | +911947969705 | Editorial: (0194) 2502327 | Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net




Think

Opinion Analysis Essays

KASHM

OBSERVER"

SRINAGAR | SUNDAY | 19.11.2023

Father’s Mediev
‘No School Aft

Farooq Shah

Haifa, a 10th-grade student, returned
to school after a 20-day absence for a
family wedding, causing her to miss
valuable study time. Throughout her ab-
sence, some classmates texted her about
falling behind in her studies. Despite
her desire to return, Haifa's father, who
holds significant authority in the family,
did not prioritize sending her back to
school. Her sister, also in the same grade,
appears more resigned to their father’s
decisions. He has firmly dictated that
the sisters are only permitted to attend
school until the 10th grade.

Frequently withdrawing into her own
thoughts, Haifa’s anxieties are becoming
more valid as the Oth-grade board exams
are just round the corner—a few months
away after the ensuing winter. Despite
being a bright student, Haifa is uncertain
about what the future holds for her once
she completes the 10th-grade exam.

Haifa consistently mentions her as-
piration to pursue a career in the medi-
cal field whenever I inquire about her
future ambitions. However, she worries
that her father could potentially disrupt
her education before she finishes.

Given the strong religious bent of
mind, it's quite predictable why Haifa’s
father strongly opposes conventional
schooling. He frequently encourages his
daughters to prioritize religious educa-
tion instead. According to Haifa, he has
already arranged for them to pursue
religious studies like becoming a Hafiz
or a Molvi Fazil, without acknowledging
Haifa's aptitude or preference for formal
education.

“Listen closely, my daughters,” Haifa's
stern father tells them. “Earthly knowl-
edge won't save our souls in the hereafter,
but it is through religious teachings that
we find our path to everlasting salvation.”

Haifa appears driven because her fa-
ther’s authority and the prevailing at-
mosphere within his community and be-
yond have shaped a mindset that makes
it challenging for a young girl to differ-
entiate between right and wrong. Con-
sequently, she feels overwhelmed when
trying to assert her right to education.

Haifa’s mother supports her daugh-

| Diktat:

ter’s uninterrupted pursuit of studies,
yet her pleas are overshadowed by the
dominant influence her husband holds
within the family. With such an extreme
mindset, the aspirations of both sisters
to create a significant impact in their
lives may have already been shattered.

Another factor driving the prefer-
ence for religious education over formal
schooling for Haifa is her belonging to a
Gujjar family, well-known for their tra-
ditional and stringent customs that of-
ten oppose extended education for girls.
Typically, men within the tribe resist
allowing females to pursue prolonged
schooling. They commonly engage in
multiple marriages, resulting in families
that often have fewer than ten members.
Haifa’s father, having married twice, has
eight children—four daughters and an
equal number of sons. Two of the daugh-
ters have already been married off at a
young age.

It’s possible that Haifa, upon reaching
the minimum age for marriage, could
face a fate similar to that of her cous-
ins. Gujjars are also known for practic-
ing child marriages, a custom that often
evades the reach of the legal system.
Such a situation would serve as the final
blow to her aspirations of pursuing a ca-
reer as a medical professional.

Gujjars, classified as a backward com-
munity and safeguarded by reservation
rights, put Haifa and similar girls at a
disadvantage. They could otherwise
pursue education without significant
concerns about financial constraints
or even academic merit. Haifa, already
excelling academically, faces additional
hurdles as she could potentially navi-
gate competitive exams more smoothly
if given the opportunity for regular un-
interrupted study.

Haifa's potential to become a medi-
cal professional might be determined by
her father’s rigid beliefs, but the existing
educational system also plays a role in
compelling bright girls like her to aban-
don their education prematurely.

Due to the lack of available data on the
current operations of religious schools
in Jammu and Kashmir, it's incredibly
challenging to estimate the enrollment
of boys and girls in these institutions.
These schools, operating without over-
sight from education boards, have never
been subject to government inspections
to evaluate the quality of education pro-
vided by their teachers.

Aside from prominent religious
schools like Darul-alooms, there are
numerous smaller institutions called
Darasgahslacking even the most ba-

sic facilities to accommodate as few
as fifty students. Housed in cramped,
poorly constructed rooms, the primary
focus remains on rote memorization of
Quranic Surahs, often under the super-
vision of Molvis who may lack proper
qualifications to teach the Quran effec-
tively.

As a result, the operation of these
schools by unauthorized individuals
remained unchecked. Exploiting this
gap, numerous individuals have capital-
ized on the situation by independently
managing such educational institutions.
In Kashmir, it's a frequent occurrence to
witness groups of bearded Molvis with
receipt books in their hands visiting
households, seeking financial support to
sustain these schools.

A former official from the Jammu
and Kashmir Board of School Educa-
tion (JKBOSE) informed me that he had
suggested to the government the idea
of incorporating all religious schools in
the region into the Board’s oversight. In
this proposal, these schools would be
required to integrate additional subjects
such as Science, Mathematics, English,
and History & Civics into their curricu-
lum alongside religious teachings.

Students would then have the op-
portunity to sit for their 10th and 12th

examinations through the pre-existing
National Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS) board, obtaining certificates that
could encourage them to pursue further
education. This approach aimed to in-
still a sense of responsibility among the
teachers and liberate them from narrow
educational perspectives.

This would also prompt individuals
like Haifa’s father to understand that
there aren't segregated schools solely
dedicated to religious teachings, as the
boundary between the two types of edu-
cation would begin to fade.

Given the government of Jammu and
Kashmir's initiative to digitize student
records through a unique student per-
manent education number, it now be-
comes the government’s exclusive duty
to embrace each and every boy and girl
into a formal educational system. This
system should ensure uninterrupted ac-
cess to education for every child, align-
ing with the education rights outlined in
the Indian constitution.

Amidst the colorful slogans advocat-
ing the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP)
initiative, Haifa's story unveils a stark re-
ality—its implementation seems fraught
with deficiencies. The scheme lacks a
robust mechanism that could safeguard
the futures of girls like Haifa. As her nar-
rative demonstrates, there exists no as-
surance or protective measure for girls
facing similar challenges.

It's imperative that the law intervenes
decisively. Individuals such as Haifa's
father, who hinder their daughters’ edu-
cational paths, must be identified, held
accountable under the law, and dissuad-
ed from perpetuating such detrimental
practices. The true success of initiatives
like BBBP lies not merely in slogans but
in the tangible actions that protect and
ensure the education and rights of ev-
ery girl, securing their rightful place in
society.

Views expressed in the article are

the author’s own and do not neces-
sarily represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

The girl’s name in the write-up is

a pseudonym used to preserve her
identity

Why It is Important to
Move a Muscle in Winters

Ruth Lowry & Jo Barton

As winter descends on the northern
hemisphere and the temperature drops
and daylight hours shorten, many people
may want to spend more time indoors.
And those of us under lockdown for the
second time may feel even less inclined
to get outside and exercise. But staying
indoors may have unintended health
consequences, due to both a lack of phys-
ical activity and exposure to daylight.

Being physically active all year long has
many benefits to both physical and mental
health. Exercise may even counter some
of the negative effects winter weather can
have on our energy levels and mood.

Research shows people exercise for an
average of eight minutes less during the
cooler months. People also drop other ac-
tivities they do during warmer months,
such as active travelling. Light inten-
sity activity (such as slow walking and
housework) is shown to decrease during
the winter, while time spent sitting and
sleeping increased.

But, despite decreases in light inten-
sity activity and sleeping more, research-
ers did not find any differences in terms
of sleep quality, nor did it find a drop in
moderate and vigorous activities - such
as planned exercise classes or walking
the dog - which people still did, despite
the weather. A pre-print (not yet peer-re-
viewed) study also suggests that activity
levels were lower during the first spring
lockdown. This could mean people may
be even less active this winter.

There are many reasons we may lose
our motivation to exercise during the
winter months. In the winter, low levels
of ambient light coupled with shorter
days reduces exposure to vitamin D. This
causes us to feel tired or fatigued. People
often experience disrupted sleep during
winter months as well, further contribut-
ing to low energy levels.

Seasonal mood disturbances may also

make it difficult to find the motivation
to get up and move. Many people (par-
ticularly women) experience low mood
as the weather gets colder. Some even
develop mental health disorders such
as seasonal affective disorder (SAD), in
which a person experiences symptoms
of depression during the winter months.

The reasons why we exercise can also
affect our motivation levels. For example,
motivation is shown to waver if the pri-
mary focus of our exercise is on improv-
ing health and body image, rather than
exercising for enjoyment and accom-
plishment. Research also shows that peo-
ple who exercise outdoors all year round

are better at finding the time to stick to
their routine, and are more motivated by
their enjoyment, or the challenge of their
exercise compared too those who are
only active during warmer months. So
it's easy to see how a person’s mood can
lead to a more sedentary lifestyle.

Exercise benefits

The benefits of engaging in regular
physical activity are widely reported for
physical health - including reductions
in weight, coronary heart disease, type
2 diabetes, strokes and certain types of
cancer. It's also associated with greater

immune function.

Physical activity is also important for
wellbeing. It's been shown to reduce
fatigue and enhance job satisfaction),
optimism, self-esteem and better stress
management. Exercise can also be used
effectively to treat mental health con-
ditions such as depression and anxiety
SAD, and promotes positive mood.

Though winter weather might not
always allow it, exercising outdoors is
also great at reducing mental fatigue
and stress, improving wellbeing, life sat-
isfaction and happiness. Adolescents in
particular benefit mentally from being
in natural spaces. Blue spaces - such as

coastal regions and inland waterways -
also have similar restorative benefits for
mental health.

Outdoor exercise also provides more
opportunities for social interaction, which,
if allowed, is important for our health and
wellbeing during this winter lockdown.
Exercising outdoors in natural light is also
linked to improvements in sleep quality,
physical health and wellbeing.

To achieve these mental and physi-
cal benefits, it's important to make sure
you're getting enough exercise. The UK's
NHS recommends a weekly health target
of 150 minutes of moderate intensity ac-
tivity (or 75 minutes of vigorous intensi-
ty), which can easily be broken down into
smaller chunks of ten minutes throughout
the week. Moderate activity is enough to
raise your heart rate, make you feel warm-
er and breathe faster. An easy way to tell
is that you can still talk but find it difficult
to sing. Two days of the week should also
focus on strengthening activities.

Though it can sometimes be hard to
find the motivation to exercise, carrying
an activity monitor (wearable acceler-
ometer) or phone app that records activ-
ity (such as step count) can motivate and
enable people to set and achieve goals.
Committing to activity can also be easier
if you have someone to exercise with.
Increasing the challenge - such as the
number of activity sessions, the intensity
(such as walking speed or weight lifted)
or the time spent in each session - can
also increase fitness and strength.

Thankfully, there are plenty of ways to
be active during the winter. In addition to
sport and forms of exercise, taking active
transport (walking and cycling to work or
school), or doing chores will all contrib-
ute. Of most importance is to break up
time sitting with movement and activity
outside, in daylight, to ensure you profit
from the additional health benefits.

By arrangements with The Conversation
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Winter Is Here:

Shahnaz Husain

f you are fond of the cold

weather, traveling during win-

ter might be one of the ways

to enjoy your favorite holiday
destination.

Winter makes your skin really
dry and travelling makes it tired.
The situation is often worse for
travelers, with cold weather bring-
ing their own set of troubles.

Between the dry, cooler air, long
travel, and all the changes in the
schedule, diet, and environment, it’s
important to pack products that will
moisturize and repair your skin in
order to keep you looking your best.

Packing beauty essentials for
a winter vacation can be quite a
hassle. Maintaining a healthy sk-
incare routine becomes even more
essential when you're on the move,
and Here are the skincare essen-
tials you’ll need to deal with wintry
weather if you're travelling.

When you are heading on
a winter vacation - stuff-
ing a variety of sunscreen, Lip
Balm,Moisturizers, and hair styl-
ing products into your suitcase
will make your journey comfort-
able for your outwardly outlook
and refreshing your vital organs.

Winter is harsh on your skin if
you are travelling to snow bound ar-
eas /mountainous hills with family
in winter vacation then your skin
care regime is required to adapt to
the changing seasons

Apart from passport, aadhar cards

Jtickets, credit cards, which are ab-
solutely essential travel documents ,
you will need the means to make your-
self attractive, while traveling. Even
though it is hard to look fashionable .

. Think about travel essentials
and how to limit your grooming
needs, so that you look pleasing
and enjoy your trip. Traveling light
is an advantage, so you need items
that are compact and portable. Get
yourself a spacious shoulder bag
and two small, plastic lined cases,
for your toilet and make-up. Your
beauty aids should be within easy
reach, so that you can freshen up

Skincare

your make-up and alight from your
journey looking attractive and self-
confident. Searching for a lipstick
or comb in a cluttered handbag can
really test your patience.

A short hairdo that you can just
brush and arrange is good, while for
long hair, take along a headband and
hair clips, to keep your hair tidy. Re-
member to take a scarf along to pro-
tect your hair from over-exposure
to the sun, as well as from wind and
dust. You will need it if you are out
motoring, boating or even walking
by the seaside or hills.

The make-up items and clothes

you carry depend on what your trip
entails. If you are holidaying in a
big city and expect to meet people,
you will need a few good clothes and
accessories, for dining out. Take a
few in-between outfits that are nei-
ther too casual, nor too dressy. You
will also need make-up cosmetics
for the night. The lighting at night
demands more colour, so include
darker shades of lipstick, blush-on,
eye-shadow and mascara. A hair-
piece can provide instant glamour.
Don’t forget to take your perfume,
one or two good accessories and
a neutral evening purse that goes

‘ ‘ Packing beauty
essentials fora
winter vacation can be
quite a hassle. Maintaining
a healthy skincare routine
becomes even more
essential when you're on
the move, and Here are the
skincare essentials you'll
need to deal with wintry
weather if you're travelling.

with your dressy outfits. These will
help to add the finishing touches.

If you are on a sightseeing trip,
or on a vacation by the sea or moun-
tains, the emphasis will be on com-
fort. Casual wrinkle-free clothes,
light weight shoes and sunglasses
will be needed. On a vacation, one
probably needs to carry more skin
care cosmetics and fewer make-
up aids. An anti-tan sunscreen or
sun block would be good. The ef-
fects of sun exposure are greater
by the waterside, or near snow,
because water and snow are reflec-
tive surfaces. By the sea, avoid sun-
exposure between noon and 3 p.m.
Apply broad spectrum sunscreen
when out in the sun, not only on the
face, but on all exposed areas. Ap-
ply the sunscreen 20 minutes before

Essentials For Travellers

going out. If you are out in the sun
for more than an hour, re-apply the
sunscreen. Use high SPF of 30 and
above for sensitive skin.

Apart from sunscreen, you need
skin and hair care essentials, like
cleanser, moisturizer, leave-on con-
ditioner and hair serum. For your
make-up, carry powder compact,
eye-pencil, kaajal stick and lipsticks
that are suitable for day wear. Per-
haps, a lip gloss will do. By the
beach, you need make up products
that are “waterproof” or “long last-
ing” and provide a matte finish.

You will also need pressed pow-
der (compact) and powder blush-on.
Remember to take a few tissues. If
you have oily skin, or the weather
is hot and humid, pre-moistened
tissues are what you need. Carry
them in your handbag when you go
out, to clean and refresh your skin.
Apart from these, take a deodorant
and talcum powder.

Travel adds a wonderful di-
mension to one’s life and personal-
ity. It enriches our experience and
broadens our outlook. Travel also
means a time that is refreshing and
renewing. There is nothing more
enjoyable than getting away from
everyday and unwind. If you have
taken care of your travel needs, all
you have to do is relax and enjoy!

The author is international
fame beauty expert and is called
Herbal Queen of India

'Al Can Be Used To Generate

Volumes Of Misleading Content
On Critical Health Topics'

Press Trust Of India

new study has shown that

currently accessible Al

tools can be used to pro-

duce over 100 misleading
blogs, 20 deceptive images, and a
convincing deep-fake video about
vaping and vaccines in just over
an hour that can be used to spread
health disinformation.

The video could even be adapt-
ed into 40 languages, thereby am-
plifying its potential harm, said the
medical researchers from Flinders
University, Australia.

"Our study demonstrates how
easy it is to use currently acces-
sible AI tools to generate large vol-
umes of coercive and targeted mis-
leading content on critical health
topics, complete with hundreds of
fabricated clinician and patient
testimonials and fake, yet convinc-
ing, attention-grabbing titles," said
Bradley Menz, a researcher at the
university and first author of the
study published in the Journal of
the American Medical Association
(JAMA) Internal Medicine.

The researchers investigated
OpenAl's GPT Playground, a large
language model (LLM), for its ca-
pacity to facilitate the generation
of large volumes of health-related
disinformation.

The LLM is an Al algorithm
trained on massive textual data-
sets and thus, is capable of recog-
nising, translating, predicting and
generating textual content, which
are known as natural language pro-
cessing tasks.

The research team also ex-

plored publicly available genera-
tive Al platforms, like DALL-E 2
and HeyGen, for their studies.
Using GPT Playground, the re-
searchers generated 102 distinct blog

cerning scenarios, the study find-
ings underscore an urgent need
for robust AI vigilance, the re-
searchers said.

The findings also highlighted

articles, containing more than 17,000
words of disinformation related to
vaccines and vaping, in just 65 min-
utes, they reported in their study.

Further, in under five minutes,
the team generated a concerning
deepfake video featuring a health
professional promoting disinfor-
mation about vaccines, using Al
avatar technology and natural lan-
guage processing, they said. The
video could then be manipulated in
over 40 different languages.

Along with illustrating con-

the important role that health-
care professionals can play in
proactively minimising and
monitoring risks related to Al-
generated misleading health in-
formation, they said.

"The implications of our find-
ings are clear: society currently
stands at the cusp of an Al revolu-
tion, yet in its implementation gov-
ernments must enforce regulations
to minimise the risk of malicious
use of these tools to mislead the
community," said Menz.

Jammu & Kashmir Power Development Corporation

Office Of The Executive Engineer
Generation Division LJHP Gantamulla Baramulla

Email: xeneljhp@gmail.com
EXTENSION NOTICE No. 01

Due to nil response to this office E-NIT No. 13 of 2023-24 dated 27-10-2023 issued vide this office No. GD/LJHP/1281-87 dated: 27-10-
2023 for Recapitalization of existing Log Boom by means of replacement of damaged logs by available Flume logs at Mohura Power
House stores (Complete Job) (ID: 2023_SPDC_234955_1), the critical dates are re-scheduled as under:

U.T of Jammu&Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Qazigund

TWO COVER SYSTEM
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
FOR NABARD WORKS

NIT No. 81 0f R&B/QAZIGUND/ 2023-24/E-TENDERING/7468-82 DATED:17-11-2023

Executive Engineer PW(R&B) Division QAZIGUND on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K, invites percentage rate bids in electronic tendering
system for the following works including their maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved contractors registered with J&K

UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State Governments.

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill
ofquantities(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental web-

sitewww.jktenders.gov.inasperschedule ofdatesgivenbelow: -
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Road, National Highway to Years [ =
-
Levdora Link and Gagerdangji S~
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New Colony Link.
M.H Account = NABARD RIDF-XXIX
Position of AAA = Accorded by theChief Engineer PW (R&B) Kashmir vide order No.-CE(R&B) K/AA/33 of 2023-24
Dated: 27-09-2023 under endorstmentNoo.CE/RBK/HD/16493-96 Dated: 27-09-2023 and Sanctioned by NABARD
authorities vide No. NB.J&KRO/SPD/811/Sanction letter /2023-24 Dated: 16-10-2023 figuring at SRr.No.(53)
Position of TS = Accorded Vide Order No:- CE(R&B) SK/TS/03 of 2023-24 Dated:13-11-2023

1 |Date of Issue of Tender Notice

17/11/2023

2 [Period of downloading of bidding documents

120/11/2023 from 11.00 AM.

3 |Date, Time and Place of Pre Bid meeting

Kashmir Dak Banglow, K

21/11/2023 at 11.00 AM in the Office of the Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Department South
bal, Anantnag.

4 Bid submission Start Date

22/11/2023 from 11.00 AM.

5 [Bid Submission End Date

13/12/2023 upto 4.00 PM.

6 |Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)

IKach

ir Dak Banglow, Kh

14/12/2023 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Department South
bal, Anantnag.

7 |Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/receipt ( Under MH- 0059 PWD)in favour of Executive Engineer R&B
Division QAZIGUND (tender inviting authority) (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt) (Refer Govt. order No. 0.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-
2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost)in the shape ofCDR/FDR/BG
pledged toChief Engineer PW (R&B) Department South Kashmir Dak Banglow, Khanabal, Anantnag.(Tender receiving Authority).

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG.Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid

Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.

The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in
favour of Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Department South Kashmir Dak Banglow, Khanabal, Anantnag.(Tender Receiving Authority)within 03 Days before fixation of Contract
and shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1as non-responsive

and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year shall be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

4, The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after receiving Performance
security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period(DLP) of the work.
5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail mes-

sage on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Department South Kashmir

Dak Banglow, Khanabal, Anantnag (tender receiving authority).

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids

7 The earnest money/Performance security shall be forfeited, If:-

a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.

b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

C. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

8.l. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website www.jktenders.gov.

into acquaint bid submission process.

8.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital

certificate from any approved Vendor.

The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.

S.No |Activity Date already tendered Dates as per new schedule

1. Date of Issue of tender notice 2710.2023 2710.2023

2. Bid document download start date 2710.2023 t0 17.11.2023 27.10.2023 t0 28.11.2023

3. Bid uploading start date 2710.2023 27.10.2023

4, Bid uploading last date 1711.2023 28.11.2023

5. Last date for receipt of hard copies of techno commercial {18.11.2023 29.11.2023

(RFQ )(one original plus one copy)

6. Opening of techno commercial bids(RFQ) 20.11.2023 30.11.2023

All the terms and conditions shall remain the same.
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

Generation Division LJHP,

Gantamulla Baramulla

NO: GD/LJHP/1469-74
DIPK-NB-4300/23
DATED:- 18.11.2023

8.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

8.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid.

8.6. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid.

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

9. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

10. Scanned copy of Cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND(The Date

of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMDinthe shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged toChief Engineer PW (R&B)
Department South Kashmir Dak Banglow, Khanabal, Anantnag (Tender Receiving Authority) must be uploaded with the Technical bid documents for the work.After opening
of financial bids, the lowest bidder shall submit the Performance Security in the form of CDR/BG/FDR within 03 Days in the Office of the Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Depart-
ment South Kashmir Dak Banglow, Khanabal, AnantnagFailure to do so shall render the first lowest successful bidder non- responsive.The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of
Tender Document), EMD (earnest money) and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract.

1. Bidders should quote in percentage below/the percentage above or at par at the bottom of the BOQ Percentage Template for the Work.
12. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
13. Price escalation and Taxes:-. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing
at the time of recovery.
14. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents" area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required.
15. For the NABARD project, the NABARD guidelinesshall be strictly followed.

SD/=
No.7468-82 Executive Engineer
DIPK-12452/23 DATED:18-11-2023 PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND
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Al Value To Be Unlocked With
Cloud Adoptlon At Scale Report

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Nearly two in
three financial services firms
have started using artificial in-
telligence (Al) and look to uti-
lise it across the full value chain
in the next two years, says a
report.

A Capgemini report released
on Friday highlighted that
implementing cloud at scale is
critical to harvest the full value
of Al investments and the fi-
nancial services firms have
seen limited impact of Al due to
low-scale adoption.

"One-in-two banks and in-
surers have not moved their
core business applications to
the cloud,” the report said.

As many as 91 per cent of
banks and insurance compa-
nies have now initiated their
cloud journey, a significant in-
crease from 2020, when only 37
per cent of firms had embarked
on their cloud transformations.

However, this high rate and
its corresponding investment
do not translate to effective
cloud adoption at scale. More
than 50 per cent of firms sur-
veyed have only moved a mini-
mal portion of their core busi-
ness applications to the cloud,
the report said.

The value of Al and Gen Al
can be better realized through
the right cloud adoption at
scale, hence banks will need
to prioritize cloud journey for

fintech growth, a senior Cap-
gemini executive said.

Capgemini Industry Platform
Leader for Banking India Anuj
Agarwal said, "Today, we see
FinTechs specializing in numer-
ous areas that leverage Al to
add significant value to banks.
Examples of such areas include
automation, personalized cus-
tomer experience, better miti-
gation of financial crime and
risk management."

India has one of the high-
est Al skill penetration levels
in the world, has been seeing
significant investment in Al, as
well as demand for Al solutions,
and with the government push
towards a digital India, will also
have immense data availability,
which will help in India's fin-
tech revolution, he added.

Agarwal said, elaborating on
the inaugural Capgemini Re-
search Institute's World Cloud
Report on financial services,
"Through our research, we
found that banks are generally
struggling to offer clients the de-
sired value and personalization
that they seek. Hence it is critical
for them to offer the right Cus-
tomer Experience and improve
their operational efficiency, to
plug this expectation gap."

In wealth management, over
half (60 per cent) cite benefits
in relying on cloud-enabled
fraud detection techniques to
make data-driven risk-manage-
ment decisions.

Amazon Lays Off Hundreds
In Its Alexa Division As It
Plows Resources Into Al

Associated Press

NEW YORK: Amazon is cutting
hundreds of jobs in the unit
that handles its popular voice
assistant Alexa as it plows
more resources into artificial
intelligence.

In a note to employees on Fri-
day, Daniel Rausch, Amazon's
vice president of Alexa and Fire
TV, wrote that the company is
eliminating certain roles because
it is ditching some initiatives.

"As we continue to invent,
we're shifting some of our ef-
forts to better align with our
business priorities, and what
we know matters most to cus-
tomers which includes maxi-
mizing our resources and ef-
forts focused on generative AlL"
Rausch wrote.

He said "several hundred"
positions would be cut but did
not give a more precise figure.

Seattle-based Amazon is in

fierce competition with other
tech companies rushing to
capitalize on the generative Al
craze. The company has been
implementing a host of Al ini-
tiatives in the past few months,
from infusing the technology
into customer reviews to pro-
viding services that allow de-
velopers to build their own Al
tools on its AWS cloud infra-
structure.

In September, Amazon un-
veiled an update to Alexa that
infuses it with more generative
Al features.

The job cuts announced on
Friday will impact employees
in the U.S., Canada and India.

It follows more recent layoffs
in Amazon's gaming and mu-
sic teams, and also adds to the
27,000 employees the company
laid off during the later parts of
last year and earlier this year.
Amazon's Alexa unit was also
impacted by those cuts. (AP)

Case Against Jamiat Ulama-
I-Hind, Others For Providing
'Forged' Halal Certificates;
JUH Trashes Allegations

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
Police have registered a case
in capital Lucknow against
prominent Muslim  body
Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind and a
few other organisations for
allegedly exploiting people's
religious sentiments to boost
sales by providing "forged"
halal certificates.

The case was registered
at the Hazratganj police
station in Lucknow on
Friday on the basis of
a complaint lodged by
Shailendra Kumar Shar-
ma, a resident of Moti-
jheel Colony in Aishbagh.

The case has been regis-
tered under sections 120B
(criminal conspiracy), 153A
(promoting enmity between
different groups), 298 (utter-
ing words, etc, with deliberate
intent to wound the religious
feelings), 384 (extortion), 420
(cheating and dishonestly in-
ducing delivery of property),
467 (forgery of valuable se-
curity, will, etc), 468 (forgery
for purpose of cheating), 471
(using as genuine a forged
document or electronic re-
cord) and 505 (statements
conducing to public mischief)
of the IPC.

The case has been regis-
tered against entities such as
the Halal India Private Lim-
ited Chennai, Jamiat Ulama-
i-Hind Halal Trust Delhi, Ha-
lal Council of India Mumbai,
Jamiat Ulama Maharashtra
and others for allegedly ex-
ploiting religious sentiments
to boost sales by providing
halal certificates to customers
of a specific religion, the UP
government said in a state-

ment on Saturday.

Citing the FIR, the state-
ment said that the said com-
panies allegedly issued forged
halal certificates to various
companies for financial gains,
fos - tering

not only social
animosity but also violating
public trust.

In a statement, Jamiat Ula-
ma-i-Hind Halal Trust termed
the allegations as "baseless"
and said it will take "neces-
sary legal measures to coun-
ter such misinformation”.

"We adhere to government
regulations, as emphasised in
the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry notification, requir-
ing all halal certification bod-
ies to be registered by NABCB
(National Accreditation Board
for Certification Bodies un-
der Quality Council of In-
dia), a milestone that Jamiat
Ulama-I-Hind Halal Trust has
achieved," it said.

"It is also a matter of choice
of individuals and manufac-
turers preferring to certain
certifications for their own
satisfaction based upon the
credentials which the certify-

ing authorities enjoy. It saves
a large number of consumers
from using products which
they do not want for a variety
of reasons and ensures avail-
ability of need-based prod-
ucts in the market.

"Those who do not want to
use such products are free not
to use them," it further said.

The UP government state-
ment said the complainant
has raised concerns over a
potential large-scale con-

spiracy, indicating at-

tempts to decrease the
sale of products from
companies lacking the ha-
lal certificate, which is ille-
gal. There is an apprehension
that this unfair advantage is
being passed on to anti-social
and anti-national elements.

The issuance of halal certifi-
cates for vegetarian products
like oil, soap, toothpaste, and
honey, where no such certifi-
cation is necessary, suggests
a deliberate criminal con-
spiracy targeting a specific
community and its products,
it said.

The complainant further al-
leged that, under the guise of
religion, "unrestrained pro-
paganda” is being pursued
within a particular section
of the society to discourage
the use of products lacking a
halal certificate. This, in turn,
harms the business interests
of other communities.

The complainant also ex-
pressed concern over these
individuals amassing dispro-
portionate profits and po-
tentially channelling funds
towards supporting terrorist
organisations and anti-na-
tional endeavours, the state-
ment said.

Reserve Bank Of India Permits Banks To
Open Current Account For Export Proceeds

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on Friday
permitted banks to open ad-
ditional current accounts for
export proceeds in addition to
special rupee vostro accounts
with a view to providing
greater operational flexibility
to exporters.

To provide greater opera-
tional flexibility to exporters,
banks maintaining special ru-
pee vostro accounts as per the
provisions of the RBI circular
dated July 11, 2022, are per-
mitted to open an additional
special current account for its
exporter constituent exclu-
sively for settlement of their
export transactions, RBI said
in a notification.

In July 2022, the RBI had

asked banks to put in place
additional arrangements for
export and import transac-
tions in Indian rupees
in view of the in-
creasing interest
of the global
trading com- £
munity  in
the domes-
tic curren-
cy.

“In order
to promote
the growth
of global trade
with emphasis
on exports from
India and to support
the increasing interest of the
global trading community in
INR, it has been decided to
put in place an additional ar-
rangement for invoicing, pay-

ment, and settlement of ex-
ports/imports in INR,” it said.

India has been trying

to promote rupee
trade following

B the Russia-

B\ Ukraine war
and the
sanctions
imposed
by the
West.

In July
2022, the
RBI decided
to allow the
settlement  of
India’s interna-

tional trade in rupee.
Accordingly, authorised In-
dian banks must open and
maintain special rupee vostro
accounts of the partner trad-
ing country’s banks.

Dell, HP, Foxconn, Flextronics
Among 27 Firms Granted Approval
Under IT Hardware PLI Scheme

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government
on Saturday said 27 companies,
including Dell, HP, Flextron-
ics, and Foxconn, have been
granted approval under the
production-linked  incentive
(PLI) scheme for IT hardware.

The scheme, which covers
laptops, tablets, PCs, servers
and ultra-small form factor de-
vices, is expected to fuel incre-
mental investments of about
Rs 3,000 crore.

The nod to the applicants
comes at a time when India is
wooing IT hardware players
with policy sweeteners and
incentive schemes, making a
determined push to position it-
self as a global powerhouse for
hi-tech manufacturing.

"I am happy to announce that
27 companies have been ap-
proved for the PLI IT hardware
scheme. About 95 per cent of
these...23 companies are ready
to start their manufacturing
from day-zero," Minister for
Electronics and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said at a briefing.

Four companies will start their
production in the next 90 days.

"These 27 applications will

lead to investments of about
Rs 3,000 crore..The most im-
portant thing is that the value
chain is shifting to India,” the
minister said.

The approvals will position
India as a big force in manufac-
turing of IT hardware, encom-
passing PCs, servers, laptops,
and tablets, Vaishnaw said.

Among the big names that
have been granted approval
under the IT hardware scheme
are Dell, Foxconn, HP, Flex-
tronics, VVDN, and Optiemus.
Other applicants that have re-
ceived the green signal include
Padget Electronics, SOJO Manu-
facturing Services, Goodworth,
Neolync, Syrma SGS, Mega Net-
works, Panache Digilife, and ITI
Ltd, among others.

To a question on the absence
of certain large names from the
list, the minister said that some
are evaluating and making
their plans and "it is just the
question of time". He, however,
did not take specific names.

The scheme will lead to addi-
tional production of Rs 3.5 lakh
crore and create direct employ-
ment for 50,000 people and in-
direct employment for 1.5 lakh
people, the minister said.

‘Banks To Need Rs 84,000 Cr
Excess Capital Due To RBI
Tweaks On Unsecured Loans

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The banking sys-
tem will need Rs 84,000 crore
of excess capital due to revised
unsecured loans risk weights
introduced by the Reserve
Bank of India, economists at
the country's largest lender SBI
said on Friday.

In a report, the economists
also said the RBI is seeking to
achieve the desired objective of
growth and inflation through
liquidity and macro pruden-
tial measures as the repo rates
have peaked out.

"The immediate impact of
the enhanced risk weights is
the excess capital now that
banks would require. As per
our calculation, the banking in-
dustry needs Rs 84,000 crore of
excess capital,” the report said.

The RBI, on Thursday, in-
creased risk weights on un-
secured personal loans,
credit cards, and lending to
non-banking financial compa-

nies (NBFCs) by 25 percentage
points.

The decision to raise the risk
weights perhaps is an attempt
by the RBI to send out a strong
message of addressing any in-
cipient financial stability risks
in the system, the SBI econo-
mists said in their report.

The report also said mea-
sures introduced by the RBI are
in continuity with the tilt to-
wards an expected loss-driven
stress recognition system for
regulated entities and the RBI's
recent move to subject 15 up-
per layer NBFCs to greater reg-
ulatory scrutiny.

SKUAST-K Kick-Starts 3 Six-Week
ESDPs On Vegetable Production,
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Farmers”,

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-Kashmir

three

Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology of Kashmir commenced
six-week Entrepreneurship
Skill Development Programs (ESDP)
on the latest vegetable production
and vermicomposting techniques in
Ganderbal and Baramulla districts.
SKUAST-K’s Division of Vegetable
Science, Faculty of Horticulture, or-
ganised the comprehensive skill pro-
gram under the sponsorship of the
Union Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises to provide un-
employed youth of the twin districts
with essential skills and knowledge
for scientific cultivation of vegetables
and vermicomposting techniques.
About 25 unemployed youth, entre-
preneurs and farmers are participat-
ing in the ESDP on ‘Soilless Cultiva-
tion of Vegetable Crops: An Emerging
Technology for Enhancing Income of

Vegetable cultivation.

which kick-started at the
Lar area of Ganderbal district.

Dr Syed Berjes Zehra, training co-
ordinator and assistant professor, Di-
vision of Vegetable Science, SKUAST-
K, briefed that the program will
provide essential skills, knowledge,
and resources necessary to kickstart
and grow successful businesses in
the field of soilless cultivation of
vegetable crops. She also explained
that the program will provide partic-
ipants with in-depth knowledge and
hands-on experience in cutting-edge
agricultural practices such as hydro-
ponics, aquaponics, and aeroponics.

The second six-week ESDP titled
‘Scientific Vegetable Cultivation for
Improving Yield’ was inaugurated at
the Repora village of Ganderbal dis-
trict. 25 participants from the village
and nearby areas are participating
in the programme to gain a compre-
hensive understanding of Scientific

Kashmir Moving Towards
"Purple Revolution': Dir Agri

Observer News Service

going activities.

SRINAGAR: Director
Kashmir Chowdhury Mohammad
Igbal Saturday visited S.M farm Al-
lawpora to take stock of the overall
agriculture scenario including the
status of Lavender, rosemary, and ge-
ranium like crops at the farm.

He moved to different blocks of the
farm and held interaction with the
technical staff regarding various on

Speaking to the farm manage-

ment, Director said that lavender,
geranium, rosemary like crops are
becoming more popular in the valley
therefore departmental
to play a lead role in the develop-
ment of these Aromatic, Medicinal,
decorative, culinary herbs. He said
Kashmir is moving towards a "Pur-
ple Revolution" as more and more
young educated farmers are inter-

mercial lines.
Agriculture

department.
farms have

ested in taking these crops on com-

He said the crops like Lavender,
rosemary, geranium are adding new
dimensions to the overall agriculture
ecosystem in the region.

Pertinently lavender is used to extract
oil, which is then utilized to create prod-
ucts like soaps, cosmetics, Fragrances,
air fresheners and medications.

He said that from the last few years
farmers in the districts of Anantnag,
Pulwama, Budgam, Ganderbal and
Kupwara have started lavender cul-

tivation under the guidance and
technical support of the agriculture

He said that under HADP special
project has been approved by the
government for the promotion of
Aromatic and medicinal crops like
lavender. He asked the farmers to
come forward and take benefit from
the department interventions.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: NABARD in collabo-
ration with Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(SKUAST) Kulgam conducted a work-
shop on Central Scheme for estab-
lishment of Agri Clinics and Agri
Business Centers (ACABC) at KVK
Pombay Kulgam.

The scheme is aimed to support
agriculture development,
creating gainful employment for ag-
riculture graduates and extending
extension services to the farmers.

The workshop was inaugurated by
DDM, NABARD, Rouf Zargar in pres-
ence of Project Coordinator KVK Kul-
gam Dr Manzoor Ganai and Lead Dis-
trict Manager Abdul Rashid besides
the District Nodal officers from Agri-
culture and Horticulture department.

A large number of agriculture
graduates, progressive farmers and
members of various FPOs of the dis-
trict attended the programme.

Giving the details of the scheme,
Zargar said that the scheme aims to

NABARD Holds Workshop On Agri
Chmcs & Agr1 Busmess Scheme

provide business opportunity to un-

employed agriculture graduates and

besides

the doorstep delivery of agricultural
extension services to farmers to cater
their local needs and affordability.

These Clinics & business centers
shall provide expert advice and servic-
es to farmers on various technologies.

Besides, requisite 60 days train-
ing shall be provided to applicants
free of cost by National Institute of
Agricultural Extension Management
(MANAGE), through Nodal Training
Institutes (NTIs).

After the completion of training,
the applicants will be provided bank
loan from 20 lakh to 1 crore (individ-
ual or group) to start the unit.

NABARD will channelize the 36%
subsidy to general category appli-
cants and 44 per cent to applicants
belonging to
Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) and north
east, hilly states.

Interested applicants can call toll-
free number 1800-425-1556 or apply
online on acabcmis.gov website.

scheduled castes,
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Dr Ashraf Ganaie Bereaved,
Mother Passes Away

Observer News Service

Pulwama- Mst Taja Begum
W/O Late Mohammad Shaban
Ganaie of Dangarpora,
Shadimarg (Pulwama) passed
away on 16th November
2023. She was laid to rest at
her ancestral graveyard at
Dangarpora on 17th November
2023. Hundreds of people
joined the Jinaza prayers of the
deceased and prayed for the
departed soul.

Mst Taja Begum was
mother of Dr Mohammad
Ashraf Ganaie, Professor of
Endocrinology & Metabolism,

SKIMS Soura. She is survived
by four sons and a daughter.

Congregational Fateah
Khwani of the deceased will be
convened on 20th November
2023 (Monday) at 11.00 am
at the ancestral graveyard at
Dangarpora, Shadimarg to be
followed by day-long condo-
lence and prayer meeting at
the residence of the bereaved
family at Dangarpora.

Dr Mohammad  Ashraf
Ganaie will also receive con-
dolences in Srinagar at his
residence 82-A, Masjid Lane,
Al-Farooq Colony, Sanatnagar
on 21st November 2023.

75% Road Accidents In
17 Months Caused By Over-

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: As many as 112
people lost their lives in 257
road accidents since July last
year in Jammu and Kashmir's
Doda district, officials said on
Saturday, attributing 75 per
cent of these accidents to over-
speeding and rash driving.

This information was shared
at a meeting convened by
Deputy Commissioner of Doda
Harvinder Singh to assess the
traffic worthiness of road in-
frastructure, transport facilities
and the overall safety of com-
muters in the district following
a bus accident on Wednesday
that claimed 39 lives.

Of the 257 accidents, 25 per
cent occurred due to roads
and mechanical failure, the of-
ficials said, adding directions
were passed at the meeting to
have a road safety audit of all
the roads by a technical com-
mittee within 20 days.

Singh, who is also the
chairman of the District Road
Safety Committee (DRSC) and
Regional Transport Authority
(RTA), instructed stakeholder
agencies to coordinate and
complete the mapping of
roads within 15 days to create
an integrated map.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner reviewed

Speeding In Dod: Officials |

the implementation of the road
safety plan and the Integrated
Road Safety Database and
Electronic Detailed Accident
Report, the officials said.

They said it was decided by
the DRSC to declare spots hav-
ing less than 100-metre vis-
ibility as black spots.

Additionally, the DC directed
for installation of speed limit
sign boards and crash barri-
ers with glow tape along roads
to ensure a safer commuting
environment.

The meeting decided to estab-
lish small traffic booths and in-
stall CCTV cameras and cat's eye
equipment along the roads, the
officials said, adding the direc-
tion to dismantle the encroach-
ment along the highway and
other roads were also passed.

The officials said strict direc-
tions were passed to establish
'nakas' (checkpoints) in sensi-
tive areas to stop over-speed-
ing and overcrowding.

The DC also directed the
Assistant Regional Transport
Officer (ARTO) to enforce
the compulsory installation
of CCTV cameras in every
passenger vehicle, particu-
larly in minibuses and buses.
Meanwshile, Inspector General
of Police, Jammu zone, Anand
Jain visited Wednesday's acci-
dent site at Assar.

Shoaib Shawl Among “75
Creative Minds of Tomorrow”

Invited To Attend 54th International Film

Observer News Service

Srinagar: National Film
Development Corporation Ltd.
(NFDC) under the aegis of the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government
of India, has selected Shoaib
Shawl, from Jammu & Kashmir,
among the "75 Creative Minds
of Tomorrow" (75 CMOT) to
attend the upcoming 54th edi-
tion of the International Film
Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa

He will participate in the
opening ceremony of the fes-
tival as a special guest of the
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting, Anurag Singh
Thakur.

The "75 Creative Minds of
Tomorrow" has been launched
to identify, encourage and
nurture young creative talents
from across various aspects of
filmmaking, by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.

In an invitation to Shoaib
the NFDC wrote: “you have
been selected among the "75
Creative Minds of Tomorrow"
to attend the 54th edition of
the International Film Festival
of India (IFFI) in Goa. Your se-
lection was made by an emi-
nent jury composed of the
stalwarts of the Indian Film
Industry.  We hereby invite
you to join us for the upcoming
54th International Film Festival
of India (IFFI) in Goa between
18th to 26th November 2023
and colour yourself in the car-
nival of cinema”.

The NFDC extended an ex-
clusive invitation to Shoaib,
being part of 75CMOT, to the
Opening Ceremony of the 54th
International ~ Film  Festival
of India as a special guest of
the Honorable Minister of
Information and Broadcasting,
Shri Anurag Singh Thakur.

As per a release by the

WY

Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of
India, the "75 Creative Minds of
Tomorrow" is the brain child of
Union Minister of Information
and Broadcasting Anurag Singh
Thakur and was launched to
commemorate the celebration
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahatsav
at the 2021 edition of IFFI. The
Minister congratulated the 75
talented filmmakers and art-
ists, the promising cinematic
talents, who have been hand-
picked from a pool of over 600
from 19 different States and
Union Territories of India based
on their talent in different crafts
of filmmaking across 10 catego-
ries like Direction, Art Design,
Scriptwriting, Cinematography,
Acting, Music Composition,
Visual Effects (VFX) etc, as
part of “75 Creative Minds of
Tomorrow”.

Shoaib Shawl has been se-
lected for "75 Creative Minds
of Tomorrow" under the cat-
egory ‘Art Direction’ where
under only three youth have
been selected across the coun-
try. Shoaib hails from Jammu
region of J&K and graduated in
filmmaking from the New York
Film Academy, Los Angles. He
was recently selected for Gold
Rising Program 2023 by Oscars-
awarding Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences,
USA. His short film “Beads of
Breaths” was recently selected
and premiered at CHICAGO

Festival Of India

SOUTH ASIAN FILM FESTIVAL,
Chicago, USA.

The 75 CMOT will showcase
and exhibit talent of these art-
ists by producing short films as
part of “48 Hour Filmmaking
Challenge” in group competi-
tion showcasing their inter-
pretation of "Mission LiFE.”
The competition has been con-
ceived by NFDC in partnership
with ‘Shorts International’ a UK
based company.

The The selection to the "75
Creative Minds of Tomorrow"
will provide an opportunity
to meet the who's who of the
Indian Film Industry and net-
work with prominent personal-
ities from the world of cinema
and to witness and experience
the business of cinema at Film
Bazaar, IFFI's Business arm,
which encourages collaboration
between South Asian and inter-
national film communities.

A once-in-a-lifetime, and
brilliant opportunity to learn
and enter the Film Industry
through organizations that ex-
cel in the craft and have a prov-
en track record of launching ca-
reers of several brilliant minds
through the CMOT Talent Camp
where participants will pitch
their ideas, concepts, skills,
and previous work to obtain an
employment opportunity with
Industry's leading names, says
NFDC.

The “75 Creative Minds of
Tomorrow” shall be provided
opportunity to attend Master
classes by industry experts at
the 54th IFFI and will be re-
quired to virtually/physically
attend the same till the end
of the festival.“This initiative
is a crucial pit stop in India’s
race to becoming the Content
Subcontinent of the World” said
the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting as per their press
release.

Samba Border

Villagers Mourn Death Of
Jawan In Naxal Attack

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Hundreds of villagers
assembled at the house of an
ITBP jawan who lost his life in a
Naxal attack in Chhattisgarh in
a border village in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Samba district as the
family waited for his mortal
remains to arrive on Saturday.

According to officials, the
body of the slain jawan is
reaching his home later in the
day and the cremation is likely
to take place on Sunday.

Head Constable Joginder
Kumar was killed in a blast in
Gariaband district on Friday
after the conclusion of the sec-
ond phase of assembly elec-
tions in Chhattisgarh when a
polling team being escorted by
security personnel was return-
ing after conducting voting.

The news of Kumar’s death
in an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) explosion near
Bade Gobra village left his vil-
lage in a state of mourning.

Kumar (45), a resident
of Abtal Katalan village in
Ramgarh sector of Samba, be-
longs to a family of security
personnel with his father and
elder brother retiring from
the Army, while his two other
younger siblings are serving in
the ITBP (Indo-Tibetan Border
Police) and Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF).

Villagers gathered at Kumar's
house, just two km from the
International Border, to console
the grieving family members,
including his mother and wife,
who were inconsolable.

Sarpanch Somnath said they
came to know about the un-
fortunate incident at 5 pm on
Friday. “The village is sad about
the loss of his life,” he said.

Amidst the heart-wrenching
scene at the house, the jawan’s
father Dileep Singh - a re-
tired Army personnel - and
his nine-year-old son put up a

brave face.

“I am sad about the passing
away of my son but at the same
time [ am also proud that he laid
down his life in the service of
the nation,” Singh told reporters
at his residence which falls un-
der the Pakistani shelling range.

He said Kumar was very en-
thusiastic about joining the
forces like his brothers to serve
the country. “I have seen him
working hard to get selected...
now he has left his minor son
behind, the government should
come forward to support him.”
Singh said Kumar was planning
to return home on leave after
the completion of the election
process. He gave up his life to
uphold democracy, Singh said.

“Naxalism is nothing new and
has been going on for the last
many decades. The government
should find a permanent solution
to the problem,” Singh added.

Everyone is proud of Kumar
for the ultimate sacrifice, his
elder brother Jagdish Raj said,
but questioned the persistent
problem of Naxalism.

“We are here (in the service)
ready to sacrifice. But it hurts
more when the one loses his
life in internal security duty.
They were picked up from else-
where and deputed on election
duty without any knowledge of
the topography and challeng-
es,” the grieving brother said.

He said it was unfortunate
that the government has so far
failed to deal with the Naxal
problem effectively.

“They are talking about the
readiness to tackle the threat
of enemy nations but we are
unable to overrun the small
camps run by Naxals and se-
cure the forests,” he said.

Remembering his brother’s
efforts, Jagdish Raj said Kumar
had secured the first posi-
tion during his selection and
served the country for over
two decades.

IUST Achieves 4-Star Innovation Ranking From MoE

Observer News Service

forefront of inspiring and guiding youth

Awantipora: The Ministry of Education,
Institution
Innovation Council (IIC) has awarded
[UST a prestigious 4/5 star ranking for
its commendable efforts in nurturing
innovation, entrepreneurial ecosystem,
and capacity building of the youth. In
the all-India IIC ranking made public on

Government of India's

Saturday.

[UST is among few of the institutes in
the country, and notably, the only insti-
tute from Jammu and Kashmir, achieving
a 4-star ranking. IUST, through its Centre
for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Development (CIED), has been at the

country.

to transform their innovative ideas into
successful ventures. The institution ac-
tively provides mentorship support to
aspiring entrepreneurs and offers seed
capital grants to startups all over the He

Expressing his gratitude, Prof. Shakil
Ahmad Romshoo, Vice Chancellor of
[UST, commended the collective efforts
of the IUST fraternity for achieving this
remarkable feat. He emphasized that the
collaborative initiatives between [UST
and industry partners signal a new era
of entrepreneurial revolution that will
contribute to the prosperity of Jammu
and Kashmir. Prof. Romshoo thanked the

the region.

Government of India and the UT admin-
istration for their generous support to
[UST in promoting a culture of innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, and startups in

elaborated
Foundation, a registered Section 8 com-
pany, stands as the pioneer and the only
incubator in Jammu and Kashmir, pro-
viding substantial capital support of up
to 50 lakhs to individual startups through
the Startup Seed Capital Fund Scheme
of the DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of India. This im-
portant initiative is geared towards em-
powering start-ups and catalysing the
realization of their ideas into thriving

business

ventures. Prof. Romshoo also

highlighted the recent funding from the
Department of Science and Technology,
amounting to about Rs. 5.0 crores, for the

establishment of an inclusive Technology

that CIED [IUST-  Business

Incubator (i-TBI) at IUST. He

emphasized that CIED has conducted
numerous outreach initiatives across
Jammu and Kashmir, impacting over ten
thousand youths, with a specific focus
on women's entrepreneurship develop-
ment. Furthermore, he announced that
in collaboration with SIDBI, IUST is intro-
ducing a STEM (Skill to Enterprise Model)
one-year diploma program aimed at
equipping skilled youth with entrepre-
neurial skills.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

LG Invites

entrepreneurs and artisan under one roof.

He said the India International Trade Fair’s (IITF) theme
this year is ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam-United by trade’, of-
fering an ideal platform to showcase state-of-the-art tech-
nologies, innovations and an infinite variety of creative
products.

“J&K Pavilion at IITF is getting extraordinary response
from domestic and international buyers. It has become the
most effective instrument to promote the tremendous mar-
ket potential of J&K UT and build and strengthen the trade
ties,” he said.

Sharing J&K's journey over the past few years, the LG said
the UT is undergoing a rapid process of transformation. He
said the change taking place in diverse sectors has given our
entrepreneurs a new set of wings to achieve the new goals
and tap into international markets.

“Efforts are being made to provide J&K's handloom,
handicraft and agro sector access to the global market. New
Handloom, Handicraft policy and other interventions have
brought positive change in the lives of our artisans and skilled
workforce,” he added.

The LG also highlighted the key initiatives of his admin-
istration to provide vast opportunities to women entrepre-
neurs and artisans to showcase their skills and contribute to
the local economy.

At IITF, the LG visited the J&K Pavilion and interacted with
the exhibitors, entrepreneurs and artisans from Jammu
Kashmir. He said the stalls put up at the Trade fair display-
ing products from J&K are a must-visit for all.

“J&K is part of focus states/UTs this year and more than
122 exhibitors from the Union Territory are offering unique
handicraft, handloom and agro-based products. Visitors and
buyers can experience the creativity of our craftspeople,
weavers, and a wide canvas of agricultural products,” Sinha
added.

A grand cultural programme was also organized to mark
the occasion.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary; Vikramjit
Singh, Commissioner Secretary, Industries & Commerce
Department; Khalid Jahangir, Managing Director JKTPO;
officers of J&K Government and India Trade Promotion
Organization; members of business and trade fraternity
were present.

Let’s Join Hands

People who decide to help or facilitate a youngster to join
the terrorist ranks will be equally liable, if not more. There
will be sustained action against the people who motivate
and recruit,” he said

He also cautioned the people who ‘write differently to en-
courage’ terror recruitment in the Valley of action.

“Even the people who write very differently are liable
for encouraging recruitment. We will also act against them.

Those who instigate people under the garb of freedom and
expression will face action,” he said.

He also advised parents to keep monitoring their wards
and check their phones regularly to find out if he is not
caught in the terror trap.

In a veiled attack on Pakistan, the DGP said that the
neighboring country was poisoning the people of Kashmir
with continued supply of narcotics like brown sugar, heroin
and cocaine. However, he quickly added that police will not
hesitate to take strictest action against those, including the
personnel from police or security establishment, or anyone
from the society, who facilitate and promote narco trade.

“Earlier, charas was being sold locally. However, it wasn’t
that harmful. Now poison is being pushed into Kashmir in
the form of brown sugar, heroin and cocaine. That poison is
being sold and people are being killed,” he said.

He also vowed to break the backbone of narco-traders
who have raised big mansions and are travelling in big cars
with the money earned from drug dealing.

“And while acting against such people, we will not back
out. People who think that they have built big houses, have
bought cars with this money will not go scot free. We will go
after them. For now, we will not focus on peddlers or small-
time retailers; we will go after those wholesale dealers who
have made crores,” he said.

Earlier, the DGP said that the maiden public grievance
meeting was a new effort aimed to build connection with
the people. The public darbar, he said, won’t have a solution
to all issues but the issues within the domain of the police
department, he said, will be resolved.

He said the grievances redressal mechanism will have a
regular follow-up and the complainants will remain well
informed about the status of their cases.

Pertinently, the DGP had announced last week to hold
two-hour public grievance meetings on two Saturdays of
every month in the twin cities of Srinagar and Jammu.

For me too, it is an experiment. It has a message value. I
will also remain aware of what kind of things affect police
administration, including different categories of grievances
and complaints,” Swain added.

Kashmir Shivers

is also affecting J&K on the next weekend.

Director Meteorological department (MeT), Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad said that generally dry weather with occasional
cloudiness is expected on November 25th.

He said that overall no significant weather activity till
26th November is expected.

Director MeT further informed that a shallow fog with
mist is expected during morning and evening hours—(KNO)

Budgam Court

PW(prosecution witness)-19 also, PW-1 and accused
in their statements have also stated that the accused and
deceased were seen together going to their house in the

evening of 01th of May 2011 when deceased had gone to
attend the marriage function of one of the cousins of the
deceased,” the court said, adding, “Accused in his state-
ment of accusation has stated that on the day he was at his
work place and all the witnesses produced by prosecution
have given wrong statement and deceased has committed
suicide.”

These facts, the court said, have not been put forth by the
accused by evidence in defence.

“Even though opportunity was provided to accused
(Mushtaq), who has taken the defence of not being pres-
ent on the spot on the day of occurrence has not been able
to provide any circumstance to show that accused was not
present on spot on the fateful day,” the court said in 90-page
verdict.

The court is likely to announce the quantum of sentence
on November 23.

Lal Singh Sent

of other material witnesses are yet to be recorded, as
such, the prayer of the IO is granted and the accused person
is remanded to judicial custody for a period of 14 days w.e.f.
(with effect from) 18-11-2023 to 01-12-2023),” the court
said.

The court directed that Singh be lodged at the district
jail in Amphalla, Jammu and asked the 10 to expedite the
investigation.

“Accused person shall be subjected to regular medical
checkup under rules. He has been apprised of his right to
engage an advocate to defend him,” the order said.

Singh will be produced in court through video conferenc-
ing after the expiry of judicial remand on December 1.

The court directed the superintendent of the district jail
in Amphalla to provide basic amenities to the accused in
line with the jail manual.

The former minister was arrested from a house here on
November 7 within hours of the special judge dismissing
his anticipatory bail application.

He is under investigation by the ED in connection with
the case against an educational trust run by his wife and
former legislator Kanta Andotra.

In a related development, the arguments on the main bail
application in the court of principal sessions judge, Jammu
remained inconclusive and will resume on Monday.

Special public prosecutor Ashwani Khajuria filed a de-
tailed objection in the court and sought a direction to the
petitioner to present the bail application before the special
judge in the interest of justice and fair procedure of law.

The money laundering case stems from an October
2021 charge sheet filed by the CBI in this case which al-
leged criminal connivance in the issuance of land between
January 4 and January 7, 2011, without mentioning details in
respect of violation of the ceiling limit of 100 standard ka-
nals imposed under Section 14 of the Jammu and Kashmir
Agrarian Reforms Act, 1976, thereby giving undue pecuniary

advantage to trust.

Based on this, the trust acquired multiple pieces of land of
about 329 kanals vide three gift deeds executed on January
5 and January 7, 2011, the CBI charge sheet claimed.

In 2015, Lal Singh was inducted into the Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed-led PDP-BJP government. He quit the BJP in 2019
amid a controversy over the Kathua rape and murder case.

Singh was elected as MP from Udhampur Lok Sabha seat
in 2009 and 2004 on Congress ticket. He was elected to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly in the 1996 and 2002 polls
and was then appointed minister for health and medical
education in the Sayeed-led Congress-PDP government

HC Grants Bail

assertions prejudicial to national-integration (Section
153-B) of the Indian Penal Code were quashed against Shah.

The case was heard on Friday by a Jammu wing of bench
comprising justices Sreedharan and M L Manhas, Raina said.

He said Shah will, however, face trial under Section 13
(abetting unlawful activities) of the UA(P)A. He will also
undergo trial for allegedly receiving foreign funds illegally.

In April, the high court had quashed Shah’s detention un-
der the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA).

Shah was arrested in February 2022 allegedly for his re-
porting of an encounter in Pulwama district of Jammu and
Kashmir.

HC Seeks Govt’s

by the language recognized internationally.

“...We also hope and trust that the society as a whole
shall recognize their rights as guaranteed under the
Constitution.”

The specially-abled persons, the court had said, be treat-
ed properly by the language recognized internationally.
“We also direct the respondents to ensure that the facili-
ties ...are provided/developed, if not, already existing,” the
court had said.

The court said that it expects that the officials shall en-
sure full respect and honour to all citizens in terms of their
personality without letting them suffer any impression that
the society and State sees and address the “physically and
mentally challenged persons as liabilities carrying person-
alities and, as such, sensitivity has to be in full operation.”

“The concern of the petitioner is that the respondents
(Centre and J&K government) who use the language guide-
lines already introduced universally and the list of words
and their alternate words enumerated, mentioned, illus-
trated so that internal and external communications must
be respectful physically as well as mentally,” the court
had said. Across the world, respectful language, disability
communication, disability etiquette have been prescribed,
mentioned and used during communications, pleadings, ju-
dicial orders, academic writings, official work, educational
textbooks, pamphlets, across public and private offices, the
court had observed.
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SPORTS

Ruthless India
Ready For Date
With History

Press Trust of India

D CUP FINAL - IND V AUS

Australia Plot Ways To
Silence Indian Crowd

Agencies in the lead-up there's going to
be noise and more people and
interest and you just can't get
overwhelmed."

Beaten comprehensively by
India in their opener, Australia
strung together eight wins in
a row to make the final against
India, who have a perfect 10-0
record in the tournament.

"We know it's going to be a
packed house. There's going to
be 130,000 fans here supporting
India. So it's going to be awe-
some,” Cummins said. "They've
been playing really well, unde-
feated this tournament. But we
know at our best we can give
them a good shake."

Much of it will depend on how
their new ball pair of Mitchell
Starc and Josh Hazlewood fare
against India's top order.

Cummins felt Australia were
yet to play a "complete game" in
the tournament and hoped they
have preserved it for the summit
clash. "There have been no huge
wins. We've had to fight for ev-
ery win, but we've found a way
to win," Cummins said.

"I'm taking that confidence,
knowing that we don't have to
be at our absolute best to chal-
lenge any team, we can find a
way through it."

AHMEDABAD: It was not known
if Pat Cummins was searching
'How to silence a big, partisan
crowd' as the Australia captain
entered the press conference
room fiddling with his phone
but he conceded that was pretty
much the plan for the World Cup
final against India.

As if India's formidable bat-
ting lineup and fiery bowling
attack were not handful enough,
Australia will also have to deal
with boisterous Indian fans, who
will be egging on Rohit Sharma
and his team on Sunday. Not a
single seat in the 130,000-ca-
pacity Narendra Modi Stadium is
likely to stay unoccupied when
five-time champions Australia
clash with an India side who are
unbeaten in the tournament.

Cummins said the best way to
overcome a challenge like that
was to embrace it.

"The crowd's obviously go-
ing to be very one-sided but in
sport, there's nothing more sat-
isfying than hearing a big crowd
go silent and that's the aim for
us tomorrow," he told reporters
on Saturday.

"You've just got to embrace
every part of a final ... you know

Indian cricket telecast rights and the
sponsors, who support the game -- all
want the game to thrive and survive.

When Kapil Dev's toothy grin at the
Lord’s balcony melted fans' hearts in
1983, it was the beginning and no one
knew which direction the road ahead
will lead us to. When Dhoni hit that
winning six in 2011 World Cup final, it
was more about a final reiteration that
the ‘Mecca of Cricket’ has shifted long
back and everyone needed to take a
bow and accept Indian domination.

Circa 2023, Indian cricket team will
not just be looking to win a third ODI
global title but also look at saving the
'50-over format" which has been bat-
tling identity crisis for at least five
years now.

An Indian victory will give the for-
mat the injection it needs.

No team has ever won a World Cup
with 11 victories on the bounce and even
England had lost to Pakistan en route
their global triumph in 2019. Rohit in-
deed has a date with history since if the
team manages its 11th win on the trot it
will be difficult to break the record.

AHMEDABAD: An Indian captain ready
to create a legacy of his own will have
10 ruthless professionals and a billion
cricket maniacs for support when his
team takes on five-time champions
Australia in a winner-takes-it-all World
Cup final on what promises to be a 'Su-
per Sunday'.

Virat Kohli and Ravichandran Ash-
win know the feeling of winning a ODI
World Cup back and Rohit Sharma him-
self was in the thick of things at the 'Bull
Ring' in Johannesburg when India won
their maiden T20 World Cup in 2007.

But the final on Sunday will be com-
pletely different. It won't just be a mere
cricket tournament that needs to be
won but also caring about the emotions
of all those invested in the game. Rohit
and his mates have time and again said
that they don’t care about the outside
noise but it is this outside noise that has
made the game and this team relevant.

All the stakeholders -- the fans, who
treat these players as 'Demi Gods', the

broadcasters who spend a bomb buy IASNERA IR STAERIS, AHMETABAD

Inter-District Athletic Meet
For Girls Begins In Kulgam

J&K Bank Beats FC1 4-0 In Cricket Match For Visually

Impaired Held At Pampore

Observer News Service

KULGAM: Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi
ud Din Bhat, on Saturday inau-
gurated the Inter-District Ath-
letic Meet 2023 for girls of all
age groups at Sports Stadium
here.

The mega event is being or-
ganised by the Joint Director-
ate, Youth Services and Sports
Kashmir and hosted by DYSSO
Kulgam.

About 300 girl athletes from
all districts of Kashmir are tak-
ing part in this athletics meet.

Speaking at the occasion, DC
Kulgam appreciated the de-

termination of the athletes for

participating in the meet while
highlighting the significance of
the sports.

He underlined the benefits
of the sports competition in
the physical and mental devel-
opment of the individuals.

He appreciated the sports
atmosphere and infrastructure
in place in the district for the

smooth conduct of provincial
and district level competitions
and credited the Khelo India
initiative of the department for
honing the sports skills of the
young talented lot.

The DC also emphasised
upon the students to take keen
interest in sports as it will not
only boost their academics, but
will prepare them for future
competitions and for pursuing
sports as career.

Principal, GHSS Kulgam was
the Guest of Honor at the oc-
casion.

DYSSO Kulgam, Mushtaq Ah-
mad Pampori in his welcome
address presented the schedule
of the mega event and also as-

sured the participants, guests
and athletes that the depart-
ment has kept all the arrange-
ments in place for the smooth
conduct of the meet.

The DYSSO Kulgam also
thanked the District Administra-
tion for its support and coopera-
tion in organising various sports
programs from time to time.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Bank FC de-
feated FC1 4-0 on Saturday
in a Round 20 matchup of the
2023 Srinagar Premier League
at Synthetic Turf TRC here.
J&K Bank was the heavy
favourite to end FCl’s re-

Srinagar Premier League

markable unbeaten run in
the Premier Division. Playing
in foggy conditions, J&K Bank
took the lead through Premin
the 3rd minute of the game,
before the striker doubled
the lead in the 21st minute.
Bank’s talismanic striker Akif
made it 3-0 in added time, as

J&K Bank entered the second
half with a commanding lead.
Akif made it 4-0 in the 65th
minute, but FC1’s defence
held on to not let anymore
goals in.

Prem was awarded play-
er of the match for his two-
goal performance.

Observer News Service

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Judo Asso-
ciation, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports (SAI) and the Judo
Federation of India, will host
the third edition of the Khelo
India North Zone Women'’s
Judo League and Ranking
Tournament in Kashmir

Kashmir To Host Women’s Judo
Tournament In January

from January next year.

The tournament will be-
gin January 18, 2024, and
end on the January 21 at the
Sher-i-Kashmir Indoor Sta-
dium, with 500 female Judo-
kas from across North India
competing in various cat-
egories, including Sub Junior,
Cadet, Junior and Senior.

“Beyond the thrill of

competition, the event pro-
vides a significant platform
for these young athletes to
demonstrate their skills and
determination. Gold medal-
lists will be awarded a cash
prize of Rs 10,000, silver
medallists Rs 7,000, and
bronze medallists Rs 5,000,”
the J&K Judo Association
said in a statement.

PAMPORE: With an aim of promot-
ing sports activities among persons
with disabilities, a cricket match
was organised by Birla Open Minds
School Pampore in association with
J&K Blind Welfare Trust and J&K RTI
Movement on Saturday.

The match was played between
South 11 and Central 11. South 11
won the match with close margin.
South 11’s Lateef Bhatti, who hails
from Shopian, was declared player
of the match.

Raja Waseem, Special Secretary
Youth Services and Sports, was chief
guest on the occasion and assured
full support to the visually impaired
cricketers and urged upon J&K Blind
Welfare Trust and Birla Open Minds
School Pampore to continue such
programmes for welfare of persons

Special Secy YSS assures support to players

with disabilities.

He appreciated Dr. Raja Muzaffar
for encouraging blind youth to par-
ticipate in sports activities especially
playing cricket.

Chairman BML Trust G M Lone
, Dr Mehnaz Principal Birla Open
Minds
Executive Member
jad Rasool Senior Member RTI
Movement, M Shafi
cial Activist and Dr Raja Muzaffar
Bhat Chairman RTI Movement/Pa-
tron Blind Welfare Trust also par-
ticipated in the programme and
distributed mementos among the
participants.

Showkat Ahmad Lone Chairman
J&K Blind Welfare Trust thanked
Special Secretary YSS, Chairman and
Staff of Birla Open Minds School and
Chairman RTI Movement for their
support.

School, Farooq Kuthoo

KCCI , Sa-

Rather So-

Agencies

SYDNEY: Players on
Australia’s national soc-
cer team will donate a
portion of their match
fees from a World Cup
qualifier against Palestine
towards humanitarian
causes in Gaza.

Australia plays Pales-
tine in Kuwait on Tuesday
in a game that was going
to be held in the West
Bank but was relocated
due to the escalation of
violence in the region.

Hamas’ deadly attack
on Israel’s southern region
on Oct. 7 was followed by
Israel declaring war on
the group and launching
retaliatory strikes on the
Gaza Strip. Palestinian
health officials say more
than 11,000 residents in
Hamas-controlled Gaza
have been killed in air and
artillery strikes.

Australian Team Donates To Gaza
Before WC Qualifier Vs Palestine

“It's unfathomable to
comprehend,” midfielder
Jackson Irvine was quoted
by Australian Associated
Press as saying Saturday.
“You're talking about one
of the most complicated
geopolitical issues of the
last 100 years.”

The players’ union,
Professional Footballers
Australia, confirmed a
percentage of player
match fees would be
directed towards Oxfam'’s
humanitarian efforts in
Gaza, via the PFA’s Foot-
ballers’ Trust. The move
is a player-led effort with
Football Australia match-
ing the players’ donation,
but no dollar amounts
were mentioned.

“The thoughts of the
PFA are with all of those
impacted by the conflict
and the humanitarian cri-
sis that is unfolding as a
result,” co-chief executive

officer Beau Busch said in
a statement. “Aid agencies
and humanitarian groups
have been clear on the
scale of need and the
players were able to play
a part.”

Irvine is the PFA presi-
dent as well as captain of
German club FC St. Pauli.

The Socceroos beat
Bangladesh 7-0 in Mel-
bourne on Thursday and
took a charter flight to
Kuwait on Saturday. The
Palestinians held Lebanon
to a 0-0 draw on neutral
turf in Sharjah, United
Arab Emirates in their
second-round opener.

“We're aware of the
situation, we understand
that football in this mo-
ment is probably not the
priority in some ways,”
Irvine said. “But at the
end of the day, we've got a
game to win and a perfor-
mance to focus on.”

Agencies

MADRID: Real Madrid's Bra-
zil forward Vinicius has been
ruled out of his country's World
Cup qualifier against Argentina
on Tuesday with a thigh injury,
the Brazilian FA said on Friday.
Vinicius was forced off during
Brazil's 2-1 loss to Colombia
on Thursday, with what further
tests confirmed to be an injury
to the posterior muscle of his
left thigh.

The 23-year-old's absence
follows that of fellow Real Ma-
drid player, France midfielder
Eduardo Camavinga, who suf-
fered a ruptured external lat-
eral ligament in his right knee
training with his country, the
club said on Friday. France host
Gibraltar in Euro 2024 qualify-
ing on Saturday having already
secured their place at the finals.

The 21-year-old Camavinga,
who has played in every La-
Liga game for Real Madrid this
season, joins the club's Belgian
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois,
Brazil defender Eder Militao

and Turkey midfielder Arda
Guler who have suffered knee
injuries. Real are second in La-
Liga with 32 points from 13
matches, two points behind
Girona. They visit Cadiz in their
next league game on Nov. 26 af-
ter the international break.

Vinicius Expected To Miss
Nearly Two Months

Real Madrid forward Vinicius
Janior tore a leg muscle while
playing with Brazil's national

team in South American World
Cup qualifying, the Spanish
club said Saturday.

Madrid said medical exams
showed Vinicius has a muscle
tear in his left leg. He was in-
jured in Brazil's 2-1 loss at Co-
lombia on Friday, having to be
substituted before halftime.

Madrid did not give a time-
table for Vinicius' recovery, but
that type of injury can sideline
players for about two months.

Vinicius “has been diagnosed

Real's Vinicius, Camavinga Suffer
Injuries On International Duty

with a tear in his left femoral
bicep which is affecting the
tendon in his hamstring. His re-
covery will be monitored,” the
club said.

Madrid has already qualified
for the knockout stage of the
Champions League. It is a couple
of points behind leader Girona
after 13 rounds in the La Liga.

The 23-year-old Vinicius has
scored six goals for Madrid this
season, including three in the
team's last two matches.
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1.3 Million Lives Lost Every Year To Cancers Caused
By Tobacco Smoking In 7 Countries: Lancet Study

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Over 1.3 mil-
lion lives are lost every year
to cancers caused by smoking
tobacco across seven coun-
tries, including India, accord-
ing to a study published in
The Lancet's clinical medi-
cine journal.

Researchers found that to-
gether, the seven countries
-- India, China, the UK, Brazil,
Russia, the US and South
Africa -- represented more
than half of the global burden
of cancer deaths every year.

They noted that smoking,
as well as three other pre-
ventable risk factors -- alco-
hol, obesity, and human pap-
illomavirus (HPV) infections
-- caused almost two million
deaths combined.

The study, carried out
by researchers from the
International ~ Agency  for

Research on Cancer (IARC),
Queen Mary University of
London (QMUL) and Kings
College London, UK, also analysed
the years of life lost to cancer.

The researchers concluded
that the four preventable risk
factors resulted in over 30 mil-
lion years of life lost each year.

Smoking tobacco had by
far the biggest impact - lead-
ing to 20.8 million years of
life being lost.

"Seeing how many years of
life are lost to cancer due to
these risk factors in countries
around the world allows us

to see what certain countries
are doing well, and what isn't
working," said Judith Offman,
Senior Lecturer at Queen
Mary University of London.

"Globally, someone dies ev-
ery two minutes from cervical
cancer. (Around) 90 per cent
of these deaths occur in low-
and middle-income countries
and could be cut drastically
with comprehensive screen-
ing and HPV vaccination pro-
grammes," said Offman, who
worked on the study while at
King's College London.

The researchers made the
findings by collecting popu-
lation-attributable fractions
of the four risk factors from
previous global studies and
applied these to estimates of
cancer deaths during 2020.

Preventable risk factors
were associated with differ-
ent cancer types in different
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places, they said.

For example, in India, there
were more premature deaths
from head and neck cancer in
men and gynaecological can-
cer in women, but in every
other country, tobacco smok-
ing caused the most years of
life to be lost to lung cancer.

The researchers believe
that this is due to differences
in each of the countries.

Cervical screening is less
comprehensive in India and
South Africa than in other
countries like the UK and the
US, which would explain why
there are more premature
deaths from gynaecological
cancers due to HPV infection
in the two countries, they said.

The higher number of
years of life lost to head and
neck cancer in men in India
could be explained by smok-
ing habits being different

to those in the UK, with the
general population smoking
different tobacco products,
according to the researchers.

There are gender differenc-
es in the number of cancer
deaths and years of life lost to
different risk factors.

Men have higher rates of
years of life lost to smoking
and drinking alcohol because
smoking and drinking rates
tend to be higher in men,
they said.

The study shows that in
China, India and Russia, rates
of years of life lost to tobacco
smoking and alcohol were up
to nine times higher in men
than women.

Being overweight or obese,
and HPV infection, led to more
cancer deaths and years of life
lost in women than in men.

In South Africa and India, HPV
led to particularly high rates of
years of life lost with a large gen-
der imbalance, they said.

Rates were 60 times higher
in women than men in South
Africa, and 11 times higher in
India, which highlights the
urgent need for improved ac-
cess to cervical screening and
the HPV vaccination in these
countries, the analysis shows.

"We know that HPV vacci-
nation prevents cervical can-
cer. This, coupled with cervi-
cal screening, could eliminate
cervical cancer as a public
health problem. Countries
need to come together on this
ambition,” Offman added.

Now Taste Mediferranean
Favour in Shinagar

SWIGGY

Social media titans caught in
Gaza storm over content

Washington: Six weeks after the
eruption of the war in Gaza with
the attack by Hamas on Israel,
social media platforms are still
caught in the maelstrom, strug-
gling to control content and
withstand user fury.

TikTok and X, formerly
Twitter, were swept up in con-
troversies this week, one in-
volving an unearthing of a two-
decade old screed by Osama bin
Laden, the mastermind of the
9/11 terror attacks on the United
States. Facebook and Instagram
owner Meta is also facing push-
back from users accusing the
company founded by Mark
Zuckerberg of over-censorship
of pro-Palestinian content.

The problems have cast a
harsh light on content mod-
eration policies at the big plat-
forms after a big cost-cutting
campaign last year saw trust
and safety teams gutted.

For TikTok, the risks are
real as it faces a threat to be
outright banned in the United
States, under suspicion that
its powerful algorithm is ul-
timately under the control of
the Chinese Communist Party.

Those calls were renewed when
it emerged on Thursday that vid-
eos promoting bin Laden's "Letter
to America"” went viral, 22 years af-
ter he wrote it. Bin Laden's deeply
anti-American writing explained
his reasons for masterminding
plane attacks on New York and
Washington that killed nearly
3,000 people. Searches for the
letter were eventually banned
by TikTok which minimized the
reach of the videos.

"TikTok is so popular now
with younger users, and when
you talk about younger users
you are talking about uniquely
uninformed people," said Paul

urging them to stop a surge of
anti-Semitism on the app.

"What is happening at
TikTok is it is creating the big-
gest anti-Semitic movement
since the Nazis," Sacha Baron
Cohen told TikTok in a 90-min-
ute impassioned phone call,
according to the Times.

The "Borat" star said TikTok
could "flip a switch" to stop
such videos, which the com-
pany denied it could do.

At X, the problems came of
mercurial owner Elon Musk's
own making, when he endorsed
an anti-Semitic post as the "ac-
tual truth,” setting off a fire-
storm that saw yet more major
advertisers flee the platform.

Apple, Disney, and Lionsgate
Entertainment on Friday were
reported to have joined IBM in
pausing advertising on X.

Musk had engaged with a
conspiratorial claim that Jews
want to flood the US with minor-
ities to weaken white majorities.

The theory, observers said,
was once notoriously promot-
ed by the man who carried out
amass shooting at a synagogue
in Pittsburgh in 2018, killing 11
people in the country's deadli-
est anti-Semitic attack.

Musk's post received a re-
buke from the White House and
saw left-wing media watchdog
Media Matters for America warn
major companies that their ads
on X were accompanying bla-
tantly anti-Semitic content.

IBM hours later pulled com-
pany ads from the site, while
the European Union also said
it would halt advertising on X
because of a surge in disinfor-
mation and hate speech.

'Not worth it'

Delhi Police To Dismantle
7,000 British-Era Three-
Nought-Three Rifles

Agenceis

New Delhi: The British era .303 rifles, which re-
mained a part of the Delhi Police for decades, will
soon be retired from the force, according to a senior
officer. According to the Delhi Police, at least 7,000
such firearms, better known as three-nought-
three rifles, are set to be dismantled by the force.

"The use of these weapons came to an end years
back and they are ready for dismantling," the of-
ficer said.

These .303 rifles are kept at the armoury unit of
the Delhi Police.

According to sources, a Joint Commissioner rank
officer has been appointed to oversee the disman-
tling of these weapons. The whole operation will
be done under the supervision of a committee set
by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The .303 calibre Lee-Enfield rifles were initially
manufactured in UK arms factory, and exten-
sively used in World War I and II. In India, these
rifles were used by the Indian army during the
Indo-China war in 1962 and later handed over to
the state forces. Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Provisioning and Logistics) Vinit Kumar con-
firmed that the weapons were up for dismantling.

Another officer said, the process of dismantling of
these weapons, each of which weighs approximately
5 kg, is lengthy, and involves removal and destruc-
tion of each part. Before they are destroyed, the bar-
rel and the body parts are separated, so that it cannot
be further used. The iron from the firearm is melted.

"The procurement of the cartridges of these guns
was stopped soon after the force decided to end
the service of these weapons. Therefore, there is
no ammunition left for these guns," an officer said.

The Delhi Police currently has SLR, INSAS, and

Musk is one of the world's
most powerful people and his
behavior on X seems to indi-
cate he is not bothered particu-
larly about spooking advertis-
ers on a site he paid $44 billion
for last year. Privileging free
speech over content modera-
tion, the main risk Musk faces
is that Apple or Google could
one day boot X from their app
stores, said Andrew Selepak,
assistant media professor at
the University of Florida.

AK47 for long range, 9 mm Glock pistol, revolv-
ers for short range, and JVPC and MP5 as machine
guns, which are used during special operations.
An officer said that the old sten guns, a relic
from the World War, will also be soon dismantled.
A huge chunk of these guns is kept in the armoury.
"Once these rifles get dismantled, sten guns will
be next," the officer added.
Many state forces, including Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra, have already retired the.303 rifles.
The Mumbai Police had decided to replace these
guns soon after the 26/11 attack, when its person-
nel had a confrontation with terrorists armed with
much sophisticated AK 47. PTI

Barrett, deputy director of the
NYU Stern Center for Business
and Human Rights.

"They do not have enough
knowledge of the world to know
you can't rely on Osama Bin Laden
as your history teacher,” he added.

'Flip a switch'

Meanwhile, according to The
New York Times, more than a
dozen Jewish TikTok celebrities
confronted executives this week

Bun Maska & Irani Chai

JK Bank Lawns,
Opp Ghat 6 Boulevard, Srinagar-1

4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora Srinagar-190015 TELEFAX 0194-3500478-79 / 2441899
Website: www.cancersocietykashmir.org Email: cancersocietyofkashmir@gmail.com

CSK Organised One-day Awareness Programme about Breast Cancer
Cancer Society of Kashmir in collaboration with MGDC CHRAR I SHARIEF Kashmir
organised a daylong event on Awareness Programme About Breast Cancer.
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her welcome address, she talked about the role of educational institutions to conduct such &
type of awareness programmes. She further said, that in future, the college will provide all 2
support & cooperation for conducting these type of programmes.

Dr. Tariq Abdullah Khawar, EMMRC Producer elaborated the fundamental objectives &
causes of the society. He further said, CSK conducting screening camps at various educational
institutions in different parts of the valley throughout the year to aware the students about
this disease.

Prof. (Dr.) Mohammad Magbool Lone, Ex HOD Radiation Oncology SKIMS,
highlighted the presence of cancers in the body. He also talked about the myths and
misconceptions aboutbreast cancer.

He further said that, the breast cancer is not contagious and treatable if we detectit early.

Dr. Shahida Nasreen, Associate professor, Radiation Oncology SKIMS, highlighted the
risk factors of Breast Cancer. “Awareness is the major factor in the early detection of this
cancer”, she said.

Dr. Shaqul Qamar Wani, Additional Professor, Radiation Oncology SKIMS gave detailed
presentation aboutthe importance of Breast self-examination.

In this event, hundreds of students participated and later, a free screening was conducted
by Female doctors including Dr. Shahida Nasreen, Dr. Shaqul Qamar Wani & Dr. Mareekha
Ahmad.

Furthermore, a question and answer session was held with faculty members and students of
MGCD. They expressed their apprehensions & concerns with the team of doctors.
Dr. Neelofar, Sr. Asstt. Professor of MGDC Chrar I Sharief, proposed the vote of
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