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Arrested OGW’s 
Property Attached

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Friday 
attached immovable 

property of a Tehreek-ul-Mu-
jahideen over ground worker 
(OGW) arrested in a UAPA 
case in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Poonch district, officials said.
The attached property includes 
more than seven acre land 
(59 kanals and 12 Marlas) of 
Mohammad Yaseen, the OGW 
active in the Balakote sector. 
He was booked under the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act and is currently lodged in 
the Central jail in Kote Balwal 
in Jammu. The officials said the 
property in  More on P6

Ahmer Khan Wins 
Martin Adler Prize

Independent Multimedia Jour-
nalist from Kashmir, Ahmer 
Khan has been awarded the 

Martin Adler Prize in London 
by the Rory Peck trust. With 
focus on South Asia, the Emmy 
nominated Journalist has been 
awarded for his work in Social 
and political conflicts, Human 
rights, religion, Humanitarian 
crisis and migration in the region 
Ahmer’s work has received 
praise from the jury.
“We really enjoyed the breath of 
Ahmer Khan’s interest. He has 
shown a Wide range of ability in 
different kinds of stories com-
ing through with humanity and 
compassion. More on P6

5 Terrorists Killed 
In Overnight 
Encounter: Police

'Terrorist Killed In Rajouri Gunfight'

A terrorist was killed in an encounter between militants and 
a joint team of security forces in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Rajouri district on Friday, officials said. Based on specific 

information, an operation was launched this morning by a joint 
team of police, army and CRPF in the Behrote area under the 
Budhal police station limits, a police spokesperson said. The Cordon 
and Search Operation (CASO) was launched based on inputs of 
suspicious movement in the area, the officials said. More on P6

Searches 
Underway 
Along LoC 
In Poonch

Will Provide 5 Marla Land To 
17,000 Landless Tribals: LG
‘It Is Our Topmost Priority To Safeguard Rights And Benefits Extended To All Tribal Communities’

Visits 
Survivors Of 
Deadly Doda 
Accident

Global South  
Needs Its 
Autonomy: PM Modi

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The message from 
the second Voice of Global South 
summit is that the Global South 
wants its autonomy and is ready 
to take big responsibilities in 
world affairs, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on Friday.

He made the remarks at the 
concluding session of the second 
virtual summit of the developing 
countries that was hosted by India.

Talking about participation of 
leaders from around 130 countries 
in the summit, Modi said the mes-
sage that came out from it is that 
the Global South is ready to take 
big responsibilities in global affairs 
and that it wants autonomy.

The message from Voice of 
Global South Summit is that Global 
South wants its voice in global gov-
ernance, Modi said in Hindi.

He said India is proud to have 
the opportunity to put the voice 
of the Global South on the agenda 
of a forum like G20.

"I am confident that the priorities 
of the Global South will be taken 
forward and More on P6

Firefighters Buckle Up To Tackle Winter Blazes
70 Fire Tenders, Quick Response Vehicle; Fire Hydrants 
Ready For Use Incase Of Emergency: Director F&ES

CHEQUE BOUNCE CASE

Businessman Awarded  
6 Months Jail, Fined Rs 5L

HC Quashes 3 PSA Orders 
On 'Vague, Stale Grounds'

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Five local terrorists of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), involved 
in a series of attacks on Kashmir 
Pandits, migrant workers and 
security forces, were killed in 
an overnight encounter in South 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district, po-
lice said Friday.

The terrorists were killed after 
police and army’s 34 RR launched 
a joint cordon and search opera-
tion (CASO) in Samno village of 
Damhal Hanjipora area of the 
district on Thursday evening, a 
police spokesperson said.

The search team, he said, 
came under indiscriminate fire 
from the hiding terrorists when 
they approached the suspected 
spot. He said the fire was re-
turned, setting off an encounter.

“Later on, CRPF (18BN) also 
joined the anti-terrorist opera-
tion. However, due to darkness 
the operation was kept on hold 
till early morning. The cor-
don remained intact through-
out the night & with the help 
of additional reinforcement 
the cordoned area was further 
strengthened,” he said.

With the first light today, the 
spokesperson said, the operation 
was resumed, which resulted in 
the elimination of five terrorists 
and recovery of their bodies.

He identified the slain as 
Yasir Bilal Bhat alias Humais 
of Wanpoh, Danish Hameed 
Thoker, Ubaid Ahmad Padder, 
Sameer Farooq Sheikh and 
Hanzal Yaqoob Shah alias 
Hanzilla, all residents of 
Shopian. He said More on P6

Security forces on Friday launched a search 
operation after reports of suspicious movement 
along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and 

Kashmir's Poonch district. The search operation was 
launched in the forward areas More on P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: A court here on Friday 
sentenced a businessman to six 
months imprisonment and fined 
him Rs 5 lakh in a cheque bounce 
case.

Judge Small Causes Srinagar, 
Ms Tabasum, found the busi-
nessman M Syed Lone guilty 
under section 138 of Negotiable 
Instruments Act.

“Perused the contents of the 
statement of the accused record-
ed in terms of the provisions of 
section 251 Cr.PC. The accused ad-
mitted that he has to pay amount 
towards the complainant, how-
ever at the last of the statement 
he seeks one month time to make 
the amount, finally he has failed 
to make the payment towards the 
complainant on the listed date,” 

the court observed, adding, “The 
accused person is found guilty 
for the commission of crime of-
fence u/s 138 NI Act. As such, the 
accused is convicted and is sen-
tenced to undergo simple impris-
onment for a period of six months 
and is also sentenced by way of 
fine to the tune of rupees double 
the cheque amount which equals 
to Rs.5,00,000.”

The court directed the prosecu-
tion to take More on P6

The Union Territory Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha on Friday visited the Government Medical College (GMC) 
here to inquire about the health of civilians who miraculously survived in the deadly bus accident in Doda 
district of Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday. 39 passengers were killed and over a dozen others injured 

when the bus they were travelling in, skidded off the road and rolled down into a 300-foot gorge in Doda district on 
Wednesday. Sinha, according to officials, met the accident survivors and inquired about their well being. He assured 
them of all the help from the administration. The LG also met the team of doctors and medical staff More on P6

Observer News Service

Jammu: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Friday an-
nounced to provide 5 marla 
land to 17,000 Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana (G) eligible land-
less tribal beneficiaries in 
coming days, and asserted 
that the topmost priority of 
his administration is to safe-
guard the rights and ben-
efits extended to all the tribal 
communities.

“Community and Individual 
Forest Rights, SHGs for for-
est produce, support to new 
enterprises had a transfor-
mative impact in tribal areas. 
It is being ensured that the 
tribal population enjoys eq-
uitable benefits of growth,” 
Sinha said, while addressing 
the ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Saptah’ 
celebration at the Convention 
Centre, here on Friday.

The iconic week event is 
dedicated to the memory of 
Bhagwan Birsa Munda, brave 

tribal freedom fighters and to 
celebrate and commemorate 
the glorious history of tribal 
communities, culture and 
achievements.

“It is our topmost priority to 
safeguard the rights and ben-
efits extended to all the tribal 
communities. The administra-
tion is committed to ensure 
that the tribal population in 
Jammu Kashmir enjoys equita-
ble benefits of growth,” he said.

At the event, the LG high-
lighted the efforts of his 

administration for welfare and 
development of tribal commu-
nities over the past few years.

“Community and Individual 
Forest Rights, Self Help Groups 
for forest produce, support to 
new enterprises had transfor-
mative impact in tribal areas. 
J&K Administration has taken 
concrete steps for economic 
empowerment of tribal com-
munities through Sheep 
farms, Dairy units and Tri-
Wool Project,” he said.

“We have expanded and 

made educational opportuni-
ties accessible to all tribal com-
munities including the migra-
tory population. Construction 
of new tribal hostels, smart 
schools, Eklavya, coaching fa-
cilities for competitive exams, 
and skill development pro-
grammes have started show-
ing results in overall develop-
ment,” he added.

The LG also reiterated his 
administration’s commitment 
to achieve saturation of gov-
ernment flagship schemes and 
reach out to all targeted benefi-
ciaries in a time-bound manner.

“Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra, under the guidance of 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, will ensure no 
tribal family is left out of the 
journey of development and 
progress,” he said.

He also appreciated the 
artists for promoting the rich 
cultural heritage of tribal 
communities.

Earlier, the More on P6

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: Fraught with the 
dangerous challenge of tack-
ling frequent fire incidents in 
the winter season, the Fire and 
Emergency Services depart-
ment has geared up its men 
and machinery and has put 
over 70 fire tenders on alert to 
meet any emergency situation 
in this capital city.

“We are fully prepared to meet 
any eventuality. Our firefighters 
are in a state of alertness,” Aqib 
Hussain Mir, Assistant Director, 
Fire & Emergency Services 
Department told Kashmir 
Observer Friday.

Mir said that over 50 fire 
tenders have been put on alert 
in Srinagar city only while over 
20 small fire tenders are also at 
the disposal of the firefighters. 
Besides, he said, small size fire 
tenders have been introduced 
to enable access to congested 
parts of the city where nor-
mal-size tenders faced diffi-
culties in reaching.

He said the department 
has procured Quick Response 
Vehicles (QRV), fire hydrants 

and mini water tanks to face 
any challenge in those areas 
which are congested.

“The main problem is peo-
ple don't call us on time. And 
when we reach the location, 
they try to douse fire them-
selves, thereby hindering our 
work,” he added.

Typically, the Valley experi-
ences a surge in fire incidents 
during autumn season and the 
onset of winters due to dry 
weather conditions, coinciding 
with massive usage of electric 

devices, including heaters, oil 
filled radiators, electric blan-
kets, besides gas heaters to 
combat the cold.

Last week, three tourists 
died and over five houseboats 
were gutted in an overnight 
fire incident inside the iconic 
Dal Lake. Prior to that, fire 
damaged a residential house in 
Bagh-e-Mehtab on November 
9 which later engulfed another 
house and several shops leav-
ing them in ashes. On the same 
day, another More on P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh on Friday quashed 
three detention orders under 
Public Safety Act and ordered 
their release from custody if 
not required in any other case.

A bench of Justice Sanjay 
Dhar quashed the deten-
tion orders against Umar Ul 
Islam, booked under PSA order 
(No.38/DMK/PSA/2022) dated 
20 June 2022 and Suhail Ahmad 
Malla, booked under order 
(17/DMK/PSA/2022) 
dated 8 April 2022 by 
District Magistrate 
Kulgam and Wani 
Adil Yousuf booked 
vide order (No.34/
DMP/PSA/22) on 13 
May last year by District 
Magistrate, Pulwama.

“A perusal of the grounds of 
detention would show that there 
is no mention of the particulars of 
the places, period and the identi-
ty of the persons from whom the 
petitioner (Adil Yousuf) is alleged 
to be received Hawala consign-
ments,” the court said.

The particulars of the newly 
recruited militants for whom 

Adil Yousuf was alleged to have 
been managing weapons were 
not mentioned in the grounds 
of detention, he said.

“These grounds, being vague 
and lacking in material particu-
lars, the detenue (Adil Yousuf) 
could not have made an ef-
fective representation against 
his detention. Thus, there has 
been violation of constitu-
tional guarantees envisaged 
under Article 22(5)of the 
Constitution. Therefore, the de-

tention order is illegal and 
unsustainable.”

In the case of Malla, 
the court observed 
that “there has to be 
a live and proximate 
link between the past 

conduct of the detenue 
and the activities alleged 

to be prejudicial to the main-
tenance of security of the state.”  
Malla had contended that the 
grounds of detention mentioned 
incidents pertained to 2019, more 
than four years prior to the pass-
ing of the order of detention.

“There is no reference to 
any recent incident involving 
the petitioner (Malla) in the 
grounds of More on P6
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The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary School 
Examination (Class- 10th/11th/12th)under Roll 
No:. 139072033 Session: Ann-Reg Year 2023 
through the Jammu and Kashmir Board of 
School Education. Due to the error committed 
by the concerned School/parentParent against 
my  name  as ;- Name: Rasil Shabnam Majeed , Father's Name: 
Dr. Abdul Majeed Wani , Mother's Name: ShabnamMajeed 
Wani insted of 
Name: Rasil Shabnam Majeed Wani , Father's Name: Abdul 
Majeed Wani , Mother's Name: Shabnam Bashir
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Cam-
pus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this 
regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant Secre-
tary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of Pub-
lication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objec-
tion will be entertained. 
Name: Rasil Shabnam Majeed Wani 
Father's Name: Abdul Majeed Wani 
Mother's Name: Shabnam Bashir
DOB : 07-05-2007 
Residence: Qamarabad QamarwarI Srinagar

inf

inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have applied for the issuance of Death certificate for my Father 
namely Late Mohsin Malik S/o Asad Malik (DoD: 10-08-1996). If 
anybody is having any objection in this regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the office of the block development officer 
sherabad within a period of seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Gh Hussain Malik
S/o Late Mohsin Malik nj
R/o Goom Ahmadpora

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost my Smart Card (Grocery Card), ICICI  Debit Card 
and Credit Card from Archanderhama to Magam. Now I have 
applied for the duplicate of the same  if anybodyhaing any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
concerned offices within a period of seven days from the date 
of publication of this ntoice. After that no objection shall be 
entertained.  

Majid Gul Rather 
S/o Late Ghulam Mohd Rather  bmg
R/o Archanderhama. P/S Magamof 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
(R&B) Division Ganderbal

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
CIVIL WORKS

SINGLE COVER SYSTEM (upto Rs.2.50 Crores)
EE/R&B/Divn/Gbl/e-Tender NIT-No.158 of 2023-24 issued under endorsement No. 

13379-84
Dated:17.11.2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on 
Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways 
and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. 
No

Name of the Work Adv. Cost 
(Rs.lnLocs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees}

Earnest 
Money (In 
Rupees}

Time of 
comple-
tion

 Project 
Authority

M.H of 
Account

Class Of 
Contactor 

01 Upgradation of 
Gujjerpati and 
Goori Mohalla link 
Roads at Malsha-
hibaghUnder UT 
Road Sector.

Rs.145.35 
Lacs

 Rs. 
2600/=

Rs. 
290700/=

90 Days R&B 
Depart-
ment 

UT Road  
Sector

AAY

PositionofAAA:-Accorded,
Position of funds:-Available as per allocation.
1. TheBiddingdocumentsconsistingofqualifyinginformation,eligibilitycriteria,specifications,Drawings,billofquantities(B.O
.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.
gov.in as per schedule of dates given below•-
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17-11-2023 2:00 PM
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 17-11-2023 from2:00PM.
3. Bid submission Start Date 17-11-2023 from 2:00PM.
4. Bid Submission End Date 22/11/2023 upto 4.00PM.
5. Date &time of opening of Technical Bids(Online) 23/11/2023 at 10:35 A.M in the office of Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Ganderbal
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of  Treasury Receipt/e-Challan 
in favour of Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Ganderbal.
Note:-The Date of Treasury Challan and CDR  must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date.:        Any deviation 
shall render the bidder as Non-responsive.
1. The Bidders shall  upload earnest  money equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the shape of CDR/FDR at the time of ten-
dering pledged in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbaland 5% of the allotted cost as Performance Security in the shape 
of CDR/FDR/BG by the successful bidder pledged in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal.The Performance Security 
i.e,5% shall be released after successful completion of the Defect Liability Peroid (DLP) of the work.The EMD of 2% of successful bidders 
shall be released after receipt of 5% Performance Security/after award of the contract for the Work is issued.
2.1  Note:-All bidders shall submit the uploaded Treasury Challan in Original before issuance  allotment.
3. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on WebSite www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened 
online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Ganderbal(tender receiving authority).
4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical
5. The earnest money shall before feited lf:-
a) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms 
and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit. 
c) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
6(A). Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
6.1 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from"Bidders Manual   Kit" on 
website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.
6.2To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'DigitalSignature Certificate{DSC)'asperinformation Technology Act-2000.
Bidders can getdigital certificate from any approved Vendor.
6.3Thebidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. Nobidwill be accepted in physical form.
6.4 Bids willbe opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
6.5 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid. Besides, original photo copies of documents 
related to the bid be submitted physically I by registered post /through courier before the date specified in Para-1.
6.6. Bidders must ensuretouploads cannedcopies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies and 
all other documents required as per NIT with technical bid. No document (s) which has/have not been uploaded shall be entertained for 
technical evaluation in the form of hard copy. However in case of any clarification the bidders all have to produce original documents in 
support of soft copies if need arises.
Note:- Scan all the documents on100 dpiwithblackandwhiteoption.
6.6(B) Bidders should note that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract has been awarded are forged/
fake/not genuine at any time, the contract shall be cancelled and the contractor/bidder shall be recommended for blacklisting and 
debarred from taking part in tendering which the PWD/Other Departments for a period of one year in the first instance, besides the 
performance security deposited for the said work shall be forfeited. 
7. Thedepartmentwill notbe responsible fordelay inonline submission due to any reasons.
8. For item rate method the unit rates and prices shall be quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates 
quoted shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be 
made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.
9. The %age rate method requires the bidderto quote a percentage above/below/atparat the bottom of the BOQ percent-
age template for the work. The percentage quoted by thebiddershallbedeemedto includeprice escalation andalltaxesup to completion 
of the work.  Deduction on account of taxesshallbemadefromthebillsofthecontractorongrossamountofthebillaspertheratesprevailingat 
the time of recovery.
10. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities)contents.Innocasethey should attempt to create 
similar  BOQ manually.
11. Price escalation on and Taxes:-deduction on account of taxes shall be made fro the bills of the contractor of the gross 
amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. 
12. Bidders are advised to use"My Documents" area intheiruseronR&Be-Tenderingportaltostoresuch documentsasarerequired.
13. In case of CRF and any other specified project. The relevant guidelines standard bidding document shall be followed.
14. Bidders should note that if the documents uploaded /submitted on the basis of which the Contract has been awarded are 
found fake/not genuine at any time , the contract shall be cancelled and the contractor /bidder  shall be blacklisted for participation in 
this division for a period of five years besides the 
15. Performance Security deposited for the said work shall be forfeited.
16. Instructions to Bidder(ITB).
15.1 All bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualification criteriaqualificationinformationwith-
theirbids:-
a) Copies of original documents definingconstitution/legalstatus,placeofregistrationandprincipalplaceofBusinesswith
b) Cell No. and Correspondenceaddress.
c) Scanned copy of E-challan/Treasury receipt.
d) Scanned copy of Registration Card with latest renewal on JKPWOMS portal
e) Scanned copy of Valid GSTIN No.&PAN No.
f) Scanned Copyof GSTINRegistrationandlatestclearancecertificateFORMGST-3Bofthe Latest Quarteri.e, July-September 
2023/Qualifying Month.ie, September-2023.
Illustrations:-
The bidder has to upload the latest clearance certificate FORM GST-3B of the Latest quarteri.e,July-September2023/Qualifying Month.
ie,September-2023.
g) Bidders are advised to quote rate without GST. GST @18% shall be added at the time of allotment by allotting authority.
All bidders shall upload Verification Certificate from concerned Chief Engineer /Superintending Engineer of Enlistment Registration Card
      15.2 The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings
before submission of bid.
16.3 Non attendance of pre-bid meeting will not because of disqualification of the bidder.
16.4 All documents relating to the bid shall be intheEnglishLanguage.
16.5 Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including earnest money and tender docu-
mentsfee in terms of sop copies with technical bid. No document(s} which has/have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the 
form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of sop copies if 
needarises.
a) Extension of time shall be also admissible in the event of temporary  suspension of work.
17. The tender/bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down in NIT.
18. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form)

Sd/-
No:13379-84 Executive Engineer                                 
DIPK-12405/23  R&BDivision Ganderbal
Dated:  17-11-2023          

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU &KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) 
Projects Division III, Srinagar.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
FRESH NIT No. 32 of 11/2023 Dated: 16-11-2023

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders (In Single Cover 
System) are invited on Percentage basis for the below mentioned works from approved and eligible Contractors 
Registered with UT of J&K Govt. CPWD, JKPWD, MES, Railways, and other State/Central Governments as per 
pre-qualification criteria in this bid document for each of the following works: -
Table 1

S 
.No.

Name of Work Adv. Cost 
(Incl; GST 
& Carriage) 
(Rs. In lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.(In 
Rupees)

Earnest 
Money 
@2% of 
Advertised 
Cost(In 
Rupees)

Time of 
Comple-
tion

Class of 
Contractor

Major Head 
of Account

1. Upgradation / Renovation of various 
offices and washrooms including all 
other allied works of Civil Secretariat at 
Srinagar (Room No. 128,189,224,41,146, 
SWAN Room)

10.46 600/- 20920/- 30 Days BEE/CEE/ 
DEE

MH-4059

2. Upgradation & renovation of various 
dwellings from T1-T20 Quarter and MQ-1 
to MQ-6 bungalows at T-1 Tulsibagh 
Srinagar.

10.20 600/- 20400/- 30 Days BEE/CEE/
DEE

3. Upgradation / Renovation works by 
way of wooden paneling AC-4 flooring, 
painting, polishing, Deco paint including 
other allied civil works in Guest House 
No-4 at Gupkar.

9.96 600/- 19920/- 28 Days CEE/DEE

4. Upgradation / Renovation including 
other allied works in Bungalows / Quar-
ters   MQ-1 to MQ-3 at Sonwar.

19.37 800/- 38740/- 35 Days BEE/CEE

5. Upgradation / Renovation by way of tile 
work panelling, CGI sheet roofing, AC4 
flooring in Annexe-2 and Staff Quarter 
at Gupkar.

10.00 600/- 20000/- 28 Days CEE/DEE

Position of AAA  : Accorded by Director, Estates Department
Position of TS  : Accorded
Position of Funds  : Available
Project Authority  : Estates Department, Kashmir
1. SCHEDULE OF TENDER: -
• The Bidding documents consisting of pre-qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, 
Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/down-
loaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below in Table 2
Table 2

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 16.11.2023
2 Period of downloading of bid-

ding documents
17.11.2023 From 10.00 AM

3 Bid submission Start Date 17.11.2023 From 10.00 AM
4 Bid Submission End Date 24.11.2023 up to 4:00 PM
5 Date and Time of Opening of 

Bids (Online)
25.11.2023 up to 12:00 AM in the office of the Executive Engi-
neer PW (R&B) Project Division-III, Polo View, Srinagar.

2. DOCUMENTS COMPRISING THE BID: -
• Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
• Bill of Quantities (BOQ)
3. INTEGRITY OF THE BID PROCESS: -
• Information leading to clarification, examination, evaluation, Comparison of bids and recommenda-
tions for award of contract extra during the bid process is confidential.
• All bidders are advised not to make any attempt to influence any officer or official of the department 
or any person related to them, and any such attempt made will result in disqualification of the bidder at any stage 
of the bid process including appropriate action under existing provision of law.
• Misconduct / Misbehavior observed during the tender opening process with any officer/official shall be 
dealt under rules and in terms of the enlistment of registration of contractor in the Department and shall be subject 
to cancellation of registration card issued by this department or any other department.
4. BID WITHDRAWAL/SUBSTITUTION/MODIFICATION/VALIDITY: -
• The electronic bidding system would not allow any late submission of bids after the due date and time 
as per server time. 
• Bidders may modify their bids by uploading their request for modification before the deadline for sub-
mission of bids. 
• For this, the bidder need not make any additional payment towards the cost of the tender document. 
• For bid modification and consequential re-submission, the bidder is not required to withdraw his bid 
submitted earlier. 
• The last modified bid submitted by the bidder within the bid submission time shall be considered as the bid. 
• For this purpose, modification/withdrawal by other means will not be accepted. 
• In the online system of bid submission, the modification and consequential- submission of bids is al-
lowed any number of times. 
• The bidders may withdraw their bid by uploading their request before the deadline for submission of 
bids; however, if the bid is withdrawn, re-submission of the bid is not allowed. 
• No bid shall be modified or withdrawn after the deadline of submission of bids.
• The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed 
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. 
• The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site at the office of the Executive 
Engineer, PW(R&B) Project Division III Polo View Srinagar.
• The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
5. UNBALANCED BID: -
•  The successful bidder L1 shall have to deposit an additional performance security in addition to Nor-
mal performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/DD/BG before award of contract in case the bid of the success-
ful bidder is found to be unbalanced and the following scale shall apply there to: -

Table 3

S. No Percentage of unbalanced bid viz. advertised cost on account 
of low rates

Additional Security Advertised value of 
work as a percentage of advertised cost

1 Up to and including 15% below Nil
2 Greater than 15% up to 20% below 5%
3 Greater than 20% up to 25% below 10%
4 Greater than 25% up to 30 % below 15%
5 Greater than 30% below 20%

• The additional CDR/FDR/DD/BG in respect of works shall be released only after successful competi-
tion of work in case of the successful bidder.
 All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English language.

          Sd/-
      Executive Engineer
DIPK-12427/23         PW (R&B) Project Division III
dated: 17-11-2023     Srinagar.

Established: 2017  e-mail ID: soasafapora@amail.com

School Of Architecture-Kashmir
Safapora, Ganderbal, Kashmir-193504

No: SOA/23/190         DATED: - 17-11-2023

(Extension of Last Date)

Adv. Notice No: SO A/23/184, Dated: 02-11-2023

The last date for the submission of Application Forms in response to the detailed Advertisement 
Notice for engagement as Assistant Professors on Academic Arrangement (Need basis) in the fol-
lowing Streams/Subjects has been extended till 22-11-2023 (4 pm).

1. Architecture
2. Structural Engineering

The application form complete in all respects shall be submitted in the Office of the Principal, 
School of Architecture Kashmir Safapora, Ganderbal - Kashmir-193504.

For further information the applicants are advised to contact the Office of the Principal, School of 
Architecture Kashmir Safapora, Ganderbal-193504 or call 7006545164 or visit the College website 
www.gcetkashmir.ac.in

Principal 
DIPK-12382/23  School  Of Architechre Kashmir 
dated: 17-11-2023 Safapora, Ganderbal

GOVT. OF UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
DESIGN, INSPECTION & QUALITY CONTROL DEPARTMENT, 

CANAL ROAD, BHAGWAT NAGAR - JAMMU.
(Phone +91-1913510186, E-mail: jd.diqcjmu@gmail.com)

Subject: -  Finalization of J&K Schedule of Rates – 2023.

 It is for the kind information of all concerned that the formulation of new Schedule of 
Rates – 2023 (SOR – 2023) is being finalized by the department. A copy of the Basic Rates to be 
incorporated in the proposed Schedule of Rates – 2023 (SOR – 2023) has been uploaded on the 
Department website: www.cediqcjk.nic.in for inviting suggestions/view/corrections, etc., if any. As 
such, any correction/suggestion/comments related to the Basic Rates may kindly be communicated 
within seven days from the date of publication of this Press Note to this office or on Department 
email id: cediqc63@gmail.com for doing the needful by this office.

       -sd-
           (Er. Rabinder Shekher)
         Superintending Engineer
                       Designs, Inspection &  Quality Control Deptt.,

J&K, Jammu.

No: SE/DIQC/J/1132-33      

DIPK-12376/23 
Dated: -  17.11.2023
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Affected Families Seek ‘Soft-Loans’ 
To Rebuild Their Houseboats  
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The fire affected 
families, who lost their luxuri-
ous houseboats worth crores 
to the devastating blaze in Dal 
Lake last week, today made a 
fervent appeal to the Lieuten-
ant Governor administration 
for the soft loans necessary to 
reconstruct their houseboats.

 Given the losses they 
endured in the tragic fire in-
cident, the affected families 
claimed that it is rather impos-
sible for them to construct a 
houseboat from the ground up.

They said the government 

ought to assist them rebuild 
their houseboats as the prices 
of Cedar (deodar) have sky-
rocketed, besides labor and 
other expenses makes it a her-
culean task.

“We appeal to the govern-
ment to lend us money at no 
interest so that we are able to 
rebuild our houseboats. Given 
the skyrocketing cost of impe-
rial wood, it's a monumental 
undertaking for us," Ghulam 
Rasool Kanna, who lost his op-
ulent houseboat to the tragic 
fire, told Kashmir Observer.

It may be in place to men-
tion that three Bangladeshi 
tourists, who were staying in 

a luxurious houseboat at Mir 
Mohalla, Dal Lake near Ghat 
No 09 lost their lives in a tragic 
fire incident on Saturday last.

Five luxurious house-
boats, an equal number of 
wooden dwellings and a few 
nearby structures were also 
razed to the ashes in the dev-
astating blaze that created to-
tal chaos and confusion in Dal 
Lake, an iconic tourist attrac-
tion in Srinagar.

Building a new houseboat, 
Kanna said, takes years and a sig-
nificant sum of money, making it 
seem like a dream impossible.

“All we want from the gov-
ernment is interest free loans. 

Our whole possessions were 
lost in the terrible fire. Not even 
our clothing could be saved. We 
lost shelters as well and are cur-
rently residing at our relatives' 
houses,” he added.

The five houseboats, Kan-
na said have a present market 
value of about 30crore and 
that building new ones would 
be near impossible under 
present circumstances.

The premium wood needed 
to make a lavish houseboat, 
known as Cedar (deodar) costs 
between Rs 7500 and 900 per 
square foot, while a single house-
boat's total building expenses are 
around 6 crore, he added.

Autumn Craft Mela’ Begins At 
Boulevard Road Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: World Famous 
Boulevard Road Dal Lake, 
Srinagar is to play host 
to ‘Autumn Craft Mela’, a 
unique handicraft and hand-
loom exhibition showcasing 
the exquisite art and crafts 
of Kashmir. The exhibition 
has been put together by the 
Directorate of Handicrafts & 
Handlooms Kashmir.

Director Handicrafts & 
Handlooms Kashmir, Mah-
mood Ahmad Shah in pres-
ence of Joint Director Hand-
icrafts Kashmir, Parveez 
Sajad Ganai today inaugu-
rated the ten-day exhibition 
at Boulevard Srinagar. At the 
occasion Assistant Director 
Handicrafts/Handloom, Sri-
nagar other officers and offi-

cials were also present.
Speaking on the occasion, 

Director H&H Kashmir said 
that the Exhibition will give 
artisans, weavers and Coop-
erative societies a vibrant 
marketing platform to sell 
their products directly both to 
the tourists and buyers, and in 
turn it will give tourists visit-
ing the Valley an opportunity 
to get a glimpse of the rich art 
and craft of Kashmir especially 
on the onset of Autumn season.

In order to boost the rich 
culture of Kashmir through 
handicrafts and handloom, 
several other exhibitions are 
scheduled at Gulmarg in Kash-
mir and in Jammu, besides the 
Woolen Expo at Delhi. A sepa-
rate similar exhibition is cur-
rently going on at Pahalgam.

The exhibition is likely 
to appeal to the connoisseur 

and the consumer alike as 
our skilled artisans have been 
giving creative expression to 
their rich folklore through 
this medium for centuries.

The special attraction of 
the ongoing and upcoming 
exhibition is the variety of 
craft products presenting the 
rich culture of the valley that 
are on display and sale in-
cluding Pashmina, Kani and 
other crafts.

On the other front, the de-
partment is expected to get GI 
certifications of furthermore 
7 crafts like Namdha, Gubba, 
Crewel, Chain Stitch Crafts; 
proposal of which stands al-
ready submitted to GI Regis-
trar Chennai which will help 
to increase the sale of genuine 
handmade products not only 
at regional but at national as 
well as global level.
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Unraveling the Enrollment 
Enigma at Kashmir University
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KO Web Desk  

Cartoons that Kill 
By Zarrar Khuhro  for Al Jazeera

“Coming back to cartoons, Arabs are not 
the only ones to get this treatment – far 
from it. Nazi Germany was replete with 
images (they’re just a Google search 
away) which depicted Jews in much the 
same way: Their eyes are beady and their 
noses are hooked or bulbous, sometimes 
both. All precisely calculated to produce 
revulsion in the viewer, to separate the 
righteous “us” from the bestial “them”. 

India is in Peak Form, Playing 
its Best Cricket in Memory

By Live Mint 

“India’s big wins have been huge, 
some with three-digit run margins on 

the scoreboard, and our bowlers have 
bowled out—i.e., taken all 10 wickets 
of—every other team participating in 
this premier tournament. As befits a 
spectacle of such supremacy on the 
field, and we saw some impressive field-
ing too, records were smashed with spir-
ited abandon along the way. Dramati-
cally, Kohli broke Sachin Tendulkar’s 
49-ton world record of most centuries in 
the one-day format by hitting his 50th 
ton in the semi-final. A World Cup title, 

therefore, has never appeared so close 
within grasp.”

Tendulkar Made Centuries a 
Celebration. Virat Kohli has 
Normalised Them

By Venkata Krishna B  for The Indian Express 

“For a generation that suffered 
many a heartbreaks in Tendulkar’s 

era, Kohli has ensured such instanc-
es are a thing of the past. There is a 
reason, why even before he matched 
Tendulkar’s tally, Kohli was regarded 
a GOAT. Unlike Tendulkar, especially 
after that hurricane innings in Ho-
bart, Kohli turned into this mean ma-
chine, who showed the cutting edge, 
finishing off matches. Once he got his 
eyes in a chase, and target was locked, 
he seldom misfired.” 

Scapegoating: On Afghan 
Refugees in Pakistan  

By The Hindu 
“The Pakistan government’s order to 

all undocumented migrants to leave the 
country by October 31 has thrown the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of Afghan 
refugees in jeopardy. The interim govern-
ment in Islamabad says its decision is not 
targeted at any particular nationality. 
But given the numbers of Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan, it is evident who is be-
ing targeted. Over the decades, millions 
of Afghans have taken refuge in Pakistan, 
mostly fleeing violence in their civil war-
stricken country. According to the United 
Nations, about 1.3 million Afghans have 
been registered as refugees, while anoth-
er 8,80,000 have legal status to stay. But 
Pakistan’s Interior Ministry says some 
1.7 million people are staying “illegally”, 
a vast majority of them Afghans.”

O P I N I O N S

 The Pick Of The Bunch
KO Web Desk 

Dal Lake Inferno: Survivor 
Tourists Returning Home Soon

By Majid Nabi 
for Kashmir Observer 

T
he tourists, who escaped miraculously in 
a houseboat blaze last week, are likely to 
return to their native places soon.

Five luxury houseboats, an equal 
number of wooden dwellings and a few concrete 
structures were reduced to ashes in a devastating 
blaze at Mir Mohalla near Ghat number 09 at Dal 
Lake on Saturday last. Three Bangladeshi nation-
als on a trip to iconic tourist attraction-Dal Lake 
in Srinagar also lost their lives in the tragic fire 
incident. The deceased tourists were identified 
as Anindya Kawshal, Das Gupta and Mohammad 
Moinud, all residents of Bangladesh.”

Iconic Kashmiri Houseboats In 
Peril; Only 750 Left

By KNO 

Tourists visiting Kashmir may not be able 
to see and enjoy their stays in the iconic 
houseboats after a decade from now as the 

number of “floating palaces” has recorded a dras-
tic decline from 2000 to just 750. Courtesy: blanket 
ban on construction and non-availability of mas-
ter craftsmen.

The number of houseboats, one of the huge at-
tractions for the tourists, is dwindling at a great 
pace due to the blanket ban on construction. An-
other major reason for the diminishing number 
of houseboats is that there are only master crafts-
men left, who too are in the later part of their life, 
not able to work much.”

India March Into World Cup Final With 
70-Run Win Over New Zealand

By PTI 

Virat Kohli’s world record 50th ODI hundred 
and a scintillating century by Shreyas Iyer 
powered India into the final of the World 

Cup with a 70-run victory over New Zealand in 
their last-four clash here on Wednesday.

Rohit Sharma’s (47 off 29 balls) pyrotechnics, 
tons by Kohli (117 off 113) and Iyer (105 off 70), and 
a fluent 66-ball 80 by Shubman Gill, who retired 
hurt due to cramps, propelled India to an impos-
ing 397 for four after the skipper won a good toss.

New Zealand were stopped at 327 in 48.5 overs 
as Mohammed Shami finished with incredible fig-
ures of 7/57.”

Big Court Order: Dog Bite Victims To 
Get 10k For ‘Each Teeth Mark’

By Observer News Service 

I
n a landmark judgment that is likely to trig-
ger a major debate in the country, the Pun-
jab and Haryana High Court has ruled that 
in cases involving dog bites, financial assis-

tance shall be at a minimum of Rs 10,000 per tooth 
mark and a minimum of Rs 20,000 per 0.2 cm of 
wound, holding state “primarily responsible” to 
pay compensation to the victims.

“The State shall be primarily responsible to 
pay compensation with a right to recover the same 
from the defaulting Agencies/ Instrumentalities 
of the State and/or the private person, if any,” the 
High Court said in its order on a petition seeking 
compensation in a dogbite case.”

“

“

“

“

Ummar Jamal

K
ashmir University, a once 
most preferred institution, 
is grappling with an un-
precedented challenge as 

it struggles to fill numerous vacant 
seats across its campuses. The sta-
tistics available paint a worrisome 
picture, with 124 seats vacant at the 
main campus, 45 at the Zakura cam-
pus, 32 at the North Kashmir cam-
pus, and a staggering 111 at the South 
Kashmir campus. The Government 
Degree College's MSc Mathematics 
program also faces the predicament 
of five unclaimed seats. This surge 
in unoccupied seats has compelled 
the university to extend the admis-
sions window for an unusual five 
months, sparking concerns among 
stakeholders.

A brief examination of enroll-
ment figures for certain colleges 
also reveals a notable decline. For 
instance, the Government Degree 
College in Ganderbal experienced a 
substantial decrease, dropping from 
1700 admissions in 2022 to approxi-
mately 700 in 2023. Similarly, Beer-
wa College witnessed a decline from 
493 to 311, while Sogam (Kupwara) 
College recorded 513 enrollments, 
down from 689 in 2022. Khansahab 
College in Budgam observed a re-
duction in enrollment from 300 to 
167. Handwara College experienced 
a sharp decline from 963 to 577, and 
the Women's College in Srinagar 
saw a decrease from 220 in 2022 to 
145 in 2023.

Traditionally, Kashmir Univer-
sity has held a prestigious position, 
drawing students from various re-
gions due to its A+ grade recognition 
and consistent placement within the 
top 50 institutions in the National 
Institutional Ranking Framework 
(NIRF). Students eagerly anticipat-
ed their selection into postgraduate 
departments, making the university 
a coveted choice for higher educa-
tion. However, the present scenario 
starkly contrasts with historical 
trends, as the university grapples 
with a significant decline in admis-
sions. To comprehend the underly-
ing reasons behind this enrollment 
downturn, it is imperative to exam-
ine a confluence of factors that seem 
to be contributing to Kashmir Uni-
versity's struggles.

Delayed Exams and Results
One of the most pressing issues 

Kashmir university has been grap-
pling with for a long time now is 
the issue of delayed exams and de-
layed results. Kashmir university 
students often hit streets because 
of the increasing trend of delayed 
examinations and prolonged re-
sult announcements. The students 
often complain that the academic 
calendar is not followed. The aca-
demic calendar plays a pivotal role 
in attracting students, and any dis-
ruptions have cascading effects. 
The increasing trend of delayed 
examinations and prolonged result 
announcements in Kashmir Uni-
versity create uncertainty among 
Kashmiri students, forcing them to 
explore alternative educational av-
enues. The extended waiting period 
for examination results creates ap-
prehension and frustration among 
applicants, potentially dissuading 
them from choosing Kashmir Uni-

versity for their academic pursuits.
Every students prefers to opt 

for institutions with more stream-
lined and timely examination pro-
cesses to ensure a smoother pro-
gression through their academic 
journey. Moreover, the prolonged 
uncertainty has impacted the over-
all reputation of Kashmir univer-
sity, potentially deterring potential 
applicants who prioritize institu-
tions with a reputation for efficient 
and well-managed academic pro-
cesses. Therefore, addressing and 
improving the timeliness of exams 
and result announcements can play 
a pivotal role in maintaining and 
even enhancing enrollment figures 
at Kashmir University.

Lack of placements and lower 
employability prospects

The decline in admissions at 
Kashmir University can be attrib-
uted, in part, to concerns surround-
ing lower employability prospects 
for its graduates and post gradu-
ates and the lack of placements in 
professional and technical courses. 
As students increasingly prioritize 
tangible career outcomes and pro-
fessional opportunities, the uni-
versity's perceived shortcomings 
in facilitating successful place-
ments acts as a deterrent for poten-
tial applicants.

In an era where employability is 
a key metric for assessing the value 
of higher education, universities 
that are perceived to fall short in 
this regard face challenges in at-
tracting and retaining students. To 
reverse this trend, Kashmir Univer-
sity should consider implementing 
and highlighting initiatives that en-
hance students' employability skills, 
foster industry connections, and im-
prove overall placement rates. 

Antiquated Pedagogy 
The methods of teaching and 

learning employed by an institu-
tion greatly influence its appeal to 
modern students. Kashmir Univer-
sity's pedagogical approaches are 
perceived as outdated or incompat-
ible with contemporary educational 
expectations, therefore, students 
prefer to opt for institutions offering 
more progressive and innovative 
teaching methodologies. In a rapidly 
changing world, adaptability and in-

novation in teaching strategies are 
essential. Students today are accus-
tomed to diverse learning environ-
ments, and a university's failure to 
innovate in its teaching methods 
has rendered it less appealing in 
comparison to institutions that em-
brace progressive approaches.

Additionally, though it may 
sound something novel, there is 
the scarcity of competent faculty in 
Kashmir university. The perceived 
inadequacy of the academic staff 
has eroded the university's academ-
ic reputation, resulting in a dimin-
ished learning experience for stu-
dents. The absence of experienced 
mentors for research and limited 
professional networks further de-
ters prospective students. This de-
ficiency not only hampers program 
accreditation but also undermines 
the overall appeal of the institution. 

Neglect of Extracurricular Activities 
A holistic education encompass-

es not only academic pursuits but 
also extracurricular activities that 
nurture a well-rounded individual. 
Kashmir university is perceived 
as lacking in opportunities for stu-
dents to engage in sports, cultural 
activities, or community service 
and other extracurricular activities. 
Therefore, it has lost its appeal. Em-
phasizing and enhancing extracur-
ricular offerings could contribute to 
a more vibrant campus life.

Red-Tapism and Administrative 
Bottlenecks

Last but not least, the encroach-
ment of red-tapism within Kashmir 
University has erected formidable 
barriers that deter prospective stu-
dents from choosing the institu-

tion. The labyrinthine admissions 
process, delays in awarding degree 
certificates, faulty re-evaluation 
system, lack of grievance redressal 
mechanism and inefficiencies in 
timely allotment of hostel accom-
modations for students from far off 
places creates additional challenges 
for students seeking a supportive 
living environment. The cumulative 
impact of red-tapism not only ham-
pers the academic journey but also 
fosters a sense of disillusionment 
and frustration.

Tail piece
As Kashmir University con-

fronts the intricate challenge of 
declining admissions, the road to 
renewal demands a collective com-
mitment to transformation. The 
multifaceted issues, encompassing 
delayed exams, antiquated peda-
gogy, a dearth of extracurricular 
activities, and administrative red-
tapism, underscore the imperative 
for comprehensive reform. In chart-
ing a course for renewal, it is pivotal 
for university administrators, fac-
ulty, and policymakers to embark 
on a concerted effort. Recognizing 
the gravity of the situation and ac-
knowledging the need for strategic 
changes is the first step. The extend-
ed admissions window signals an 
opportunity for reflection, adapta-
tion, and innovation.

The journey towards reclaiming 
its status as a premier institution 
necessitates not only addressing 
immediate concerns but also envi-
sioning a future where adaptabil-
ity, innovation, and student-centric 
policies define its identity. Through 
a comprehensive and strategic ef-
fort, Kashmir University can aspire 
to rekindle the trust and interest of 
prospective students, once again be-
coming a beacon of academic excel-
lence in the region.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer

The Author is a Kashmir based 
columnist. He tweets at ummar_

jamal and can be reached at umar 
jamal968@gmail.com 

The journey 
towards reclaiming 

its status as a premier 
institution necessitates not 
only addressing immediate 
concerns but also 
envisioning a future where 
adaptability, innovation, 
and student-centric 
policies define its identity. 
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THE FUNNY PART IS THERE IS NO POLICY 
WHICH COMPENSATES HOUSEBOAT 
OWNERS WHEN THEIR BOATS ARE REDUCED 
TO ASHES or when a houseboat submerges 
requiring investment in crores (the prices of 
timbre have skyrocketed). What is even worse 
is the fact that there’s no way of insuring 
houseboats

A Year of Silent Houseboats

Muneeza Rafiq

It has been a year since I have heard 
anyone speak in German or in Sia-
mese or even in Marathi. It has been a 

year of longing, a year of waiting, a year 
of reverie and a year of silent houseboats 
—quiet and empty.

At my home, mornings would always 
be full of activity. Most mornings I would 
wake up to the smell of omelettes and 
gentle clatter of knives and forks against 
china. I would hear my mother talking 
in broken English, desperately search-
ing for English counterparts of Kashmiri 
words.

One could see the excitement of head-
ing to Gulmarg or Sonamarg in the early 
morning rush. Boilers at the back of 
houseboats would billow smoke; warm-
ing the cold water. The roaring engines 
of Royal Enfields were another hallmark. 
“Madam main flower wala, flower lega?” 

or “Memsahab, would you like to see 
some jewellery?” would say the Shikar-
awalas.

Tourists wearing Pherans would pose 
for the photographer, excited to take in 
as much Kashmir as they could. That’s 
how my mornings used to be — a show-
case of foreign languages and Kashmir’s 
hospitality.

Evenings were filled with chats in lan-
guages I couldn’t comprehend. An oc-
casional laughter would burst out from 
dining rooms. Houseboats used to be 
like that — lively wooden things rever-
berating with light, laughter and conver-
sations with a cuppa kehwa to sip.

I haven’t had any of that for a year now.
The last time there were any tourists 

was in July, last year. Since then, house-
boats are lying vacant. While much of 
business is turning around now, how-
ever, small houseboats and the people 
associated with them haven’t seen any 
change. The people associated with 
houseboats have been watching their 
boats turn into poor irrelevant things.

As a kid, I would play with children 
from different places — Mumbai, Pune, 
Australia, Kerala, and Korea to name a 
few. We would sneak into a houseboat 
(we have three boats at my home) and 
play hide and seek; hiding under any-
thing — dining table, beds, chairs and 
couches.

I never felt any different from them 
and they showered me with lots of love. 
They looked at me in awe, surprised, at 
my fair complexion, long nose and cer-
tainly my red cheeks. At times, I along 
with Dadu, would go to Gulmarg with 
them or to the Mughal Gardens.

I never knew life would take a drastic 
turn and take away the only way of life 
we have ever known.

Over the years, the number of tour-
ists that come to stay in houseboats has 
been nothing but dwindling. Beeline 
of agents and cheap hotels are among 
the factors responsible for the decline. 
Nothing can replace the exotic experi-
ence that a houseboat offers and main-
taining its delicacy is not an easy task. 
Huge investments go into maintaining a 
boat. The workers skilled in repairing a 
houseboat are limited, demanding high 
wages. Additionally, since a houseboat is 
solely made of deodar, it becomes a very 
expensive and cumbersome affair to buy 
timbre when it is needed.

With all the expenses, the price per 
room of a houseboat has still stayed 
more or less the same during recent 
years making it less and less profitable 
to run a boat. There have been many in-

stances in which a houseboat caught fire 
charring its wooden dexterity, walnut 
wood furniture, expensive carpets and 
wood carving. The losses are massive.

The funny part is there is no policy 
which compensates houseboat owners 
when their boats are reduced to ashes 
or when a houseboat submerges requir-
ing investment in crores (the prices of 
timbre have skyrocketed). What is even 
worse is the fact that there’s no way of 
insuring houseboats.

Houseboat owners have never been 
offered any worthy economic stimu-
lus whenever situation turned bad in 
Kashmir and the administration pro-
motes, “Kashmir’s potential for tour-
ism” with houseboats and shikaras 
printed on banners.

Sometimes due to lack of resources 
an owner sells his boat and prefers an-
other venture. This is the reason why the 
number of houseboats in Srinagar’s wa-
ter bodies has gone down from 1500 to 
a mere 900, as recently reported by The 
Tribune.

Houseboats are Kashmir’s and Kash-
miris’ heritage and have been an impor-
tant part of Kashmir’s tourism industry. 
Houseboats are an inseparable part of 
Kashmir’s identity and culture. There 
was a time when Britishers would come 
to stay in houseboats because of the lux-
urious experience that they offer.

Houseboats in the past have attracted 
film stars and many high-profile guests. 
International celebrities like the Beatles 
lead guitarist George Harrison too have 
stayed in houseboats but unfortunately 
no step has been taken by subsequent 
administrations to promote and pre-

serve them.
It’s been more than a year now with-

out any business. To top it off, the gov-
ernment recently announced the New 
Houseboat Policy which requires house-
boat owners to re-register their boats 
after fulfilling certain conditions such 
as having a digester, a sophisticated 
menu and a modern kitchen. Under this 
policy, making of new houseboats is 
strictly prohibited. It encourages house-
boat owners to surrender their boats 
for a meagre compensation. This policy 
comes at a time when houseboat com-
munity is most vulnerable. The policy 
seeks to relocate houseboats; to where? 
— Only God knows.

This policy aims at wiping out house-
boats in the name of conservation of Dal. 
At a time when big businesses around 
the world have been shattered, this pol-
icy requires houseboat owners to make 
massive investments or risk losing their 
registration.

The haphazard manner in which the 
policy has been rolled out without logi-
cal consideration of rehabilitation and 
preservation, makes the agenda clear: to 
take advantage of the helplessness of the 
houseboat community and snatch their 
livelihoods by relocating their boats 
away from the Dal.

The houseboat community has always 
cooperated in the conservation of Dal. It 
being their source of livelihood, they will 
willingly make the necessary amend-
ments to their boats. However, the way 
in which the policy has been framed, its 
timing and its aim to separate the two is 
regrettable.

Are only houseboats and Dal dwellers 
polluting the Dal?

On many occasions I have seen people 
tossing wrappers and plastic bottles into 
the lake and going about their lives as if 
the responsibility to conserve Dal lies 
solely with the Dal dwellers. But when it 
comes to taking aesthetic pictures with 
Dal and Shikaras in the background, the 
passion with which people do it is hypo-
critically unparalleled.

The time is not far away when there 
will be no houseboats lining the waters 
of Dal and no aesthetic backgrounds. I 
know many people who are considering 
selling their boats. It is too painful to see 
this community losing their boats — for a 
houseboat owner his boat is his right arm.

Houseboats creak when you walk in 
them, reminding you to be gentle. They 
smell of timbre and walnut, Lotus and 
Lilies, Kehwa and Kashmir. As house-
boats fade into the background, aban-
doned, forlorn and forgotten, I may nev-
er wake up to find that gentle clatter of 
knives and forks against china and might 
never hear my mother speak in broken 
English — searching desperately for Eng-
lish counterparts of Kashmiri words.

Views expressed in the article are the 

author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 

Kashmir Observer. The article was 

originally published on September 

21, 2020 and is being reproduced in 

the wake of various fire incidents at 

houseboats in the past week and over the 

last few years,  as well as in the context 

of the dwindling number of houseboats 

in Kashmir

UNDER THIS POLICY, 
MAKING OF NEW 
HOUSEBOATS 
IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. It 
encourages houseboat 
owners to surrender 
their boats for a meagre 
compensation. This 
policy comes at a 
time when houseboat 
community is most 
vulnerable. The policy 
seeks to relocate 
houseboats; to where? 
— Only God knows
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Delhi pollution: NGT orders more stringent 
measures to improve air quality
New Delhi: The National Green 
Tribunal has directed the au-
thorities, including the Central 
Pollution Control Board and 
the Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee, to take "stringent 
measures" to improve the AQI in 
Delhi-NCR.

Observing that there has been 
no "visible improvement" in the 
national capital's air quality, the 
green panel directed the author-
ities concerned to file a fresh ac-
tion taken report by November 
20.

A bench of National Green 
Tribunal Chairperson Justice 
Prakash Shrivastava had ear-
lier taken suo motu cognisance 
of various newspaper reports 
about Delhi's worsening air 
quality and issued notices to 
the Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee (DPCC), Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB), 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) and the Commission for 
Air Quality Management for NCR 
and Adjoining Areas (CAQM).

The bench, also compris-
ing Justice Sudhir Agarwal and 
Expert Member A Senthil Vel, 
noted that reports were filed by 
the DPCC, CAQM and the Delhi 
government.

The tribunal, in a recent order, 
said according to CAQM's report, 
the Air Quality Index (AQI) was 
'very poor' towards the end of 
October in the wake of highly 
unfavourable meteorological 
and climatic conditions because 

of which restrictions under 
GRAP Stage II was "invoked pro-
actively" on October 21.

The Centre's Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) for Delhi-
NCR categorises actions into 
four stages: Stage I -- Poor (AQI 
201-300), Stage II -- Very Poor 
(AQI 301-400), Stage III -- Severe 
(AQI 401-450) and Stage IV -- 
Severe Plus (AQI above 450).

An AQI between zero and 50 
is considered 'good', 51 and 100 
'satisfactory', 101 and 200 'mod-
erate', 201 and 300 'poor', 301 
and 400 'very poor', 401 and 450 
'severe' and above 450 'severe 
plus'.

The bench said, "The CPCB 
report mentions the various 
heads under which steps are to 
be taken to comprehensively 

manage the ambient air quality 
in Delhi-NCR which include air 
quality response system, close 
monitoring and ground level 
implementation, measures to 
control industrial pollution, 
measures to control pollu-
tion from diesel generator sets, 
measures for control of stubble 
burning, measures for control of 
dust emissions from construc-
tion and demolition sites and 
roads, AQI and public awareness 
and media outreach."

However, it added that though 
the CPCB suggested technical in-
terventions to regulate and con-
trol pollution, it did not disclose 
the particulars regarding the ex-
tent to which such interventions 
were applied and what the end 
result was.

"Let the report in respect of 
the same be placed on record on 
or before the next date of hear-
ing by the CPCB," the bench said.

It also noted the Delhi gov-
ernment's report, according to 
which the sources of pollution 
are vehicular emission, dust 
from roads and construction 
and demolition activities, open 
burning of dry leaves and burn-
ing of crop residue.

"Though the above agencies 
in their reports have taken the 
stand that they are taking steps 
to control air pollution in Delhi 
but the ground result is not sat-
isfactory," the tribunal said.

Noting the AQI during October 
20-30, it said the situation, in-
stead of improving, had "gone 
from bad to worse".

"Hence, we are of the opinion 
that the concerned agencies are 
required to review their strategy 
and come out with an effective 
solution to ensure that the AQI 
in Delhi and NCR is maintained 
within the permissible limits," 
the tribunal said.

"Since no visible improve-
ment in the air quality has been 
witnessed, therefore, the re-
spondents are directed to take 
stringent measures so that the 
air quality index in Delhi and 
NCR improves," it added.

It directed the authorities 
concerned to file a fresh action 
taken report and listed the mat-
ter for further proceedings on 
November.

Pay Rs 10 lakh compensation to 
kin of all those killed in Manipur 
violence in 4 weeks: NHRC
Guwahati: The National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) on Friday said it has 
asked Manipur government to 
pay Rs 10 lakh compensation 
each within four weeks to the 
next of kin of all the people 
who died in ethnic clashes 
since May.

After completing its two-day 
camp here to hear cases from 
the northeastern states, NHRC 
also ordered the Manipur gov-
ernment to complete the as-
sessment of damaged houses 
and pay Rs 10 lakh compen-
sation to each of the victims 
within six weeks.

The rights body instructed 
the state government to clear 
the blockade on National 
Highways 2 and 37 passing 
through Manipur.

"We have been told that the 
next of kin of 93 persons, who 
died in the violence, have been 
given a compensation of Rs 10 
lakh. We were told that 180 
people were killed till a par-
ticular date.

"We have asked them to 
complete the process to pay 
compensation to the next of 
kin of the remaining people 
within four weeks and re-
port to us," NHRC chairperson 
Justice Arun Kumar Mishra 
said at a press conference here.

Regarding rebuilding of 
houses damaged during the vio-
lence, the commission directed 

the Manipur government to 
complete the assessment with-
in six weeks for distributing the 
compensation as per the exist-
ing scheme, he added.

"The government is pro-
posing a compensation of Rs 
10 lakh for reconstruction of 
houses. They have been asked 
to complete this process so that 
reconstruction of houses begins 
soon," Justice Mishra said.

Noting that violence is still 
continuing in some parts of 
Manipur, the NHRC asked the 
state government to prepare a 
roadmap to restore the situa-
tion and clear the blockade on 
the National Highway 2 and 37 
as soon as possible, he added.

Justice Mishra further said 
the commission also heard a 
case related to the death of 
57 people, injuries to 18 per-
sons and missing of four due 
to negligence of the Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) while 

executing a project of con-
struction of tunnels and rail-
way tracks to connect Jiribam 
with Imphal.

"Poor condition of the district 
hospital in Churachandpur due 
to non-availability of basic facili-
ties and complaints regarding in-
cidences of violence in Manipur 
were also heard," he added.

Along with Justice 
Mishra, NHRC members Dr 
Dnyaneshwar Manohar Mulay 
and Rajiv Jain, secretary gen-
eral Bharat Lal, registrar (Law) 
Surajit Dey and senior officers 
also attended the camp.

More than 180 people lost 
their lives and several hun-
dreds were injured since 
ethnic clashes broke out in 
Manipur on May 3, after a 
'Tribal Solidarity March' was 
organised in the hill districts 
to protest against the Meitei 
community's demand for 
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

5 Terrorists Killed
all the killed terrorists were linked with LeT/TRF.
As per the police records, the spokesperson said, the slain 

were categorized terrorists and involved in several crime 
cases including attacks on police and security forces besides 
civilian atrocities and attacks on minority pickets.

Sameer Farooq and Danish Hameed, he said, were in-
volved in an attack on a Kashmiri Pandit Sonu Bhat of 
Chotigam, Shopian. Hameed along with Hanzal Yaqoob 
Shah, he said, were also involved in a terror attack on out-
side labourers at Gagren, Shopian on July 13 in which 3 out-
side labourers got injured.

“Terrorist Sameer Farooq Sheikh was also involved in 
instigating & luring local youth to join terrorist ranks be-
sides was involved in attack on minority picket at Heepora 
Batagund, Shopian,” he said.

The spokesperson further said that incriminating ma-
terials, arms & ammunition including 4 AK-series rifles, 4 
Grenades and 2 Pistols were recovered from the site of the 
encounter. All the recovered materials have been taken into 
case records for further investigation.

“In this regard, a case under relevant sections of law has 
been registered and further investigation is in progress. 
People are requested to cooperate with Police till the area at 
encounter site is completely sanitized and cleared of all the 
explosive materials, if any,” he added

Searches Underway
along the LoC, including Gursian and Bhata Durian, offi-

cial sources said.

‘Terrorist Killed
The terrorist opened fire from inside a house on the secu-

rity personnel while they were moving towards the target, 
the police spokesperson said.

“The exchange of fire continued for some time and one 
terrorist has been killed during the ensuing operation,” 
he added.

One AK-47 rifle, three magazines, three grenades and 
a pouch have been recovered from the encounter site, he 
said.

 The area is under cordon and search is going on, the 
official said, adding that the identity of the terrorist is 
being ascertained.

Will Provide 5 Marla
LG paid tributes to Bhagwan Birsa Munda and other 

great tribal personalities and lauded the significant con-
tribution of tribal communities in nation-building.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to Lt Governor; Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary; Anand Jain, IGP Jammu; 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya, Deputy Commissioner Jammu; se-
nior officers and members of Tribal communities in large 
numbers were present.

Visits Survivors
and emphasized that no effort should be spared in 

their treatment. The doctors at the GMC briefed the LG 
on the conditions of the injured.

The tragic road accident, believed to be the biggest in 
years, prompted the Jammu and Kashmir administration 
to set up a three-member panel to probe the circum-
stances leading to the bus accident.

Meanwhile, the administration has started extensive 
traffic checking drives in the district following the deadly 
bus accident.

The officials from various departments in Doda laid 
special nakas and conducted traffic checking at different 
locations along the highway and sensitive areas, an of-
ficial spokesperson said.

During the inspection, four vehicles were fined for 
overloading while one bus was seized under Section 207 
of the Motor Vehicles Act.

The Motor Vehicles Department (MVD) in Doda, under 
the supervision of ARTO Rajesh Gupta, also actively par-
ticipated in conducting checkpoints at sensitive areas. 
The inspection team from MVD Doda led by the inspec-
tor of MVD department Doda conducted the checking 
operation on national highways regarding the traffic 
violation. The inspection primarily focused on verifying 
vehicle licenses, insurance, helmets, and overloading is-
sues, the spokesperson added.

Global South  
strengthened during Brazil’s G20 presidency,” he said.

Modi said India will keep working towards the cause 
of the Global South.

Firefighters Buckle
incident was reported in Noor Bagh locality of the city 

causing extensive damage to a two-storey house.
According to the director F&ES, the department has re-

ceived a major upgrade of all fire stations as part of the proj-
ect under the Smart City project and Jhelum and Tawi Flood 
Recovery Project (J&TFRP)

He said all the 23 fire stations in the city have been up-
graded under the project and their integration and also the 
development of over 100 fire hydrants at different locations.

“Large fire tenders with 7500-liter capacities have also 
been procured as part of the project for enhancing relevant 
capabilities of the fire service department,” he added.

According to data from the F&ES department, the valley 
reported over 2274 fire incidents in 2021 and 2336 in 2020. 
Over 1812 fire incidents in 2019, and 2741 fire incidents in 
2018, while 2914 fire incidents were reported in the year 
2017 and 3548 fire incidents in the year 2016.

The summer capital—Srinagar witnessed the highest 
number of fire incidents in the year 2021 in Kashmir, reveals 
the data available with Kashmir Observer reveals.

37 people have lost their lives while nearly 1700 struc-
tures suffered damage in 2500 fire incidents in the year 
2022 only.

According to the Director F$ES department, the conges-
tion in the city is one of the main reasons that the number 
of fire incidents is higher.

“And if fire breaks out during the night, our men face 
difficulties to reach the location because of unplanned car 
parkings on the roads.

HC Quashes 3 PSA
detention. Thus, it is clear that the order of detention has 

been based on past and stale incidents,” the court said un-
derlining that the “link is completely missing as the time 
between the order of detention and the incident referred to 
in the grounds of detention is far too large to presume such 

a link. The impugned order of detention, therefore, cannot 
be sustained.”

In case of Islam, the court observed that the whole of the 
material relied upon by the detaining authority, while fram-
ing the grounds of detention, has not been supplied to him.

“Obviously, the petitioner (Islam) has been hampered by 
non-supply of these vital documents in making an effective 
representation before the Advisory Board. Thus, vital safe-
guards against arbitrary use of law of preventive detention 
have been observed in breach by the respondents (authori-
ties) in this case rendering the …..order of detention unsus-
tainable in law.

Businessman Awarded
custody of Lone and sent him to central jail Srinagar.
“The fine imposed shall be recovered by issuance of levy 

warrant to be executed by District Collector Srinagar au-
thorizing him to realize the total amounting to Rs.5,00,000 
/-(Five lac) by execution/attachment through civil pro-
cess against both movable and immovable property of the 
accused.”

The complaint was filed by one M K Qadri, also a business-
man dealing with pharmaceuticals, stating that he supplied 
medicines to the accused and in order to make the payment, 
the accused issued two cheques dated 25 April 2022 and 26 
April 2022 each amounting to Rs 1.25 lacs payable at J&K 
Bank Branch Fateh Kadal Srinagar. The complainant pre-
sented the mentioned cheques in the concerned Bank for 
encashment but were returned unpaid with the remarks 
‘Funds Insufficient’.

Arrested OGW’s
Dhabi-Dharati village in Balakote tehsil was attached af-

ter an order by the NIA Court in Jammu on September 30.
A team of NIA under the supervision of Assistant 

Superintendent of Police P K Megi along with Naib tehsildar 
Balakote executed the order.

This NIA case is related to the recovery of arms, ammuni-
tion, drugs at Balakote Mendhar and Poonch.

Yaseen is accused in the recovery of arms, ammunition, 
explosive substances, and heroin associated with the terror-
ist organisations Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen (TUM).

Ahmer Khan Wins
He has done stories about individuals who didn’t have a 

voice” said Sarry fitton Director TV and Film Projects, Secret 
Compass.

“Ahmer’s entry was outstanding, the range of stories, the 
quality of journalism and composition virtually is outstand-
ing” said Jon Williams, a Journalist part of the Jury.

Ahmer took to twitter to voice his excitement. “Super 
stoked to have been awarded ‘Martin Adler Prize’ for 2023 
at BAFTA by the Rory Peck Trust last night in London. I would 
like to dedicate this win to the brave journalists working in 
Gaza who, in the line of duty, sacrificed their lives for jour-
nalism.” Ahmer tweeted.

Speaking to Kashmir Observer, Ahmer said that my work 
is about climate change, coronavirus pandemic, human traf-
ficking and love Jihad.

“The work which I sent to The Guardian has won me an 
award. It is a good recognition and I dedicate the award to 
all those journalists who have been killed in Gaza over the 
last one month” he said.

Ahmer Khan is an award-winning and two-time Emmy-
nominated independent multimedia journalist from 
Kashmir with a focus on South Asia. He covers the region’s 
political and social conflict, humanitarian crises, human 
rights, religion, and migration. He has reported from India, 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, for various 
International media outlets.

 

 
For and on behalf of Managing Director KPDCL, e-Tenders, are hereby invited from registered 

transporters/vehicle owners for the Annual Rate Contract for hiring of commercial vehicles as detailed below, 

against the e-NIT Nos. as mentioned.; 

The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or download 

the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to date as per the details mentioned in 

the table below: 
A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document The standard Bidding Document can be 

downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in from  
16-11-2023; 4:00PM 

B Sale of Bid Document (Start) 16-11-2023; 4:00PM 
C Sale of Bid Document (End) 29-11-2023; 3:00 PM 
D Clarification start date 18-11-2023; 11:00 AM 
E Clarification End date 21-11-2023; 3:00 PM 
F e-Bid submission (start) date and time (submission of e-tender 

fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 
22-11-2023; 10:00 AM 

G e-Bid submission (End) date and time  
(submission of e-tender fee, EMD and other supporting 
documents in PDF/XLS format) 

29-11-2023, 3:00PM 

H Hard Copy of e-tender fee and EMD Instrument & Affidavit that 
the Firm/Contractor  is not Black listed by any  of the Govt. 
Offices. 

Up-to 29-11-2023; 03:00 PM in office of the 
Executive Engineer ED- Budgam 

I Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 30-11-2023; 03:00 PM 
J Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the 

technically qualified bidders) 
Will be communicated to the technically qualified 
bidders 

K Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids office of the Executive Engineer ED- Budgam 
 

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. 

No: EDB/6398 
 Sd/- 

  Executive Engineer, 
Electric Division Budgam. 

E
D

B
/125 of  2023-24 

D
 a t e d:15-11-2023  

Name of work(s) 

Renovation  and Modernization  of  Distribution Sub Stations under UT and 
District Capex Budget 2023-24 under the jurisdiction of ED Budgam. 

 
Estimated Cost INR 14.00 Lacs 

Completion period 45 Days 

E
D

B
/126 of  2023-24 

D
 a t e d:15-11- 

2023  

Name of work(s) 

 

 

Improvement of HT LT Network under UT and District Capex Budget 2023-
24 under the jurisdiction of ED Budgam. 

Estimated Cost INR 10.50 Lacs 

Completion period 45 days 

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION 
CORPORATION LIMITED (KPDCL)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER ELECTRIC DIVISION BUDGAM
E-mail:edbudgam@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

DIPK-NB-4274/23
dated: 17-11-2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office Of The Executive Engineer

Mechanical And Hospital Division Anantnag
Mechanical And Hospital Engineering Department, Kashmir  

Tele 01932-222559| email: xenmhdang@gmail.com 

GIST of Notice Inviting Short Term e_Tender
e-NIT No: MHDA/TS /21 of 2023-24

Date 17-11-2023

 
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited on item wise rate basis from 
registered /experienced firms registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central 
Governments for the below mentioned work (s): -

Name of Work Est. Cost 
(Rs. in 
Lacs)

Cost 
of T/
Doc. (In 
rupees)

Time of 
comple-
tion (in 
days)

AA Accorded 
Vide No:

TS No Earnest 
Money  (In 
Rupees.)

Position of 
Funds

Repairs and 
Maintenance of 
Central Heating 
System at 
Emergency Hos-
pital Qazigund. 

272000 200 7 DHSK/
Acctt/3414-18 
Dtd:  06-07-
2023.

SEMHK/
TS-14/31 
Dt: 14-11-
2023.

5500.00 Available 
with Direc-
tor Health 
Services 
Kashmir.

1. Downloading of Bids: The Tender document consisting of qualifying information, eligi-
bility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in from 17-11-
2023(1600Hrs).
2. Submission of Bids: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the 
above website from        17-11-2023 (1700Hrs) to 24-11 -2023 (1400Hrs) in two covers.
3. Opening of Bids: The bid uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be 
opened on 25-11-2023(1400hrs) or any other date convenient to the Department in Office of the 
undersigned.
   Sd/-
      Executive Engineer,    
              Mechanical and Hospital Division, 

Anantnag
 No: MHDA/ TS-43/ 1141-42
DIPK-12430/23 
Dated: 17.11-2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the information of the general  public that my name has been wrongly mentioned as ASIM BASHIR NAQATI instead of Mohammad Asim 
Naqati in my passport bearing no K5108920  issued by the passport office at Srinager Kashmir. I want to rectify the said error in my name in the 
passport at passport office .In this regard if any body has any objection may kindly contact the passport office at srinager Kashmir within 7 dAYS 

MOHAMMAD ASIM NAQATI    S/O BASHIR AHMAD NAQATI
R/O SHEESH BAGH ELLAHI BAGH SGR KMRnj
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY, 
ENVIRONMENT & REMOTE SENSING

CORRIGENDUM-II
In view of poor response to the tender relating to Satellite, AI and Sensor based real-time monitoring of selected 
wetlands (Dal-Nigeen Lake & Manasbal Lake) of Jammu and Kashmir published on jktenders portal at http://www.
jktenders.gov.in under Tender id No. 2023_FD_232558_1, kindly -

read instead of at para/clause of  page of the 
published RFP

Bid submission end date: 25.11.2023 
at 1800 Hrs.

Bid submission end date : 30.10.2023 
at 1800 Hrs.

Serial 8, 9 and 10 on page 3 and page 
12

Deadline for Earnest Money 
Hardcopy: 27.11.2023 upto 1600 Hrs

Deadline for Earnest Money 
Hardcopy: 31.10.2023 upto 1600 Hrs

Bid opening and evaluation date: 
29.11.2023 at 12:00 PM

Bid opening and evaluation date: 
02.11.2023 at 1100 Hrs

No: DDERS/2023/ I/286312/2023RFP/ 589-592  Scientist (H)
Date:16/11/2023DIPK-12400-23

DT: 17/11/2023

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
INDUSTRIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE

HANDWARA
 Website: - www.itihandwara.org E-mail:- govtitihandwara@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
Applications on the prescribed format as per the annexure “A” are invited from the interested candidates possessing the following 
qualifications, for the temporary assignment as Guest Instructor in the following trade/course in this institute for the academic session 
2023-24-25. 

S.No Type of assignment 
& no. of posts Trade/course Qualification

1. Guest Instructor 
(01 only)

Electronics 
Mechanic

B.Voc/Degree in Electrical/ Electrical and Electronics Engineering from 
AICTE/UGC recognized Engineering College/ university with one-year experi-
ence in the relevant field 

OR
03 years Diploma in Electrical/ Electrical and Electronics Engineering from 
AICTE /recognized board of technical education or relevent Advanced Diplo-
ma (Vocational) from DGT with two years’ experience in the relevant field

OR
NTC/NAC passed in the Trade of “Electronics Mechanic” With three years’ ex-
perience in the relevant field. Essential Qualification: Relevant Regular / RPL 
variants of National Craft Instructor Certificate (NCIC) under DGT. 

 The last date for receiving the duly completed application forms along with the relevant documents is 30-11-2023 .The Selection will be 
done on merit basis, as per the guidelines issued by the Skill Development Department.
Terms and Conditions for Assignment: 
1. The assignment is absolutely temporary and for the academic session 2023-24-25 only.
2. The arrangement shall immediately cease after the completion of the academic session 2023-24-25 or even before that, in the 

event of transfer/posting of permanent staff by the Skill Development Department for the respective trade/ assignment.
3. The remuneration for the Guest Instructor to be engaged shall be to the maximum of Rs 20000/= per month for Degree and Rs 

18000/= per month for Diploma /NTC holder, or as per the directions issued by the Skill Development Department from time 
to time.

4. The selected candidate shall have to furnish an affidavit duly signed by the First Class Judicial Magistrate that all the terms & 
conditions stated above from S.no 1 to 4 are acceptable to him/her and he/she shall not claim the continuity of assignment/
services beyond the current academic session 2023-24-25.

No:-ITIH/ Estt/2023/244 Sd/
Dated:-  17 - 11 -2023 Superintendent
 ITI Handwara

ANNEXURE ”A”
Application format for engagement of Guest instructor at Govt. Industrial training institute Handwara

• Name of the applicant………………………………………………………………………..
• Parentage………………………………………………………………………………………
• Residential Address……………………………………………………………………………
• Contact No.& e- mail Id:………………………………………………………………………
• Trade/subject applied for……………………………………………………………………..
• Qualification:
1. …………………………………………………………………………………………..
2. Academic…………………………………………………………………………………………...
• Experience if any 1. Teaching…………………………………………………………………..
2..  Other (Please Specify)-----------------------------------------------------------

(Enclose all the relevant self-attested certificates/documents along with the application format)
I, certify that the above information is correct to the best of my knowledge).

Signature of the applicant
DIPK-12416-23
DT: 17/11/2023

DODA ACCIDENT FALLOUT

298 Vehicles Fined, Three Drivers 
Arrested For Traffic Violations

Azad Urges Admin To Enforce Safety 
Measures To Prevent Accidents

Antiviral Drugs Reduce 
Risk Of Flu Deaths: DAK

Delegations Call On LG 
Sinha At Raj Bhawan

‘Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra’

Union Joint Secretary Reviews 
Arrangements At Ganderbal

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: In a crackdown on 
traffic violators, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police fined the 
owners of 298 vehicles and 
impounded 20 of them in 
Doda and Rajouri districts, of-
ficials said on Friday.

Three drivers have also 
been arrested during the drive 
against violation of the Motor 
Vehicles rules, they said.

The action has been taken 
by the police and the adminis-
tration in view of public com-
plaints of overloading, rash 
driving and bad condition of 
roads following the devastat-
ing accident in Trungal Assar 
area of Doda district that led 
to the death of 39 people and 
injuries to 19 on Wednesday.

"Going tough against the 
traffic violators, the police has 
launched a special drive and in-
tensified checking against the 
traffic violators on all routes 
throughout the district. We 
have challaned 132 vehicles 
and seized 13," an official said.

Five FIRs were also registered 
against the drivers for overload-
ing, police said, adding that the 
offenders were arrested and the 
vehicles were impounded.

The police launched a dis-
trict-wide drive in Rajouri and 
fined 166 violators besides 
impounding seven vehicles 
whereas one case has been 

registered at the Manjakote 
police station for dangerous 
driving, they said.

Police said an appeal was 
made to all people to follow 
the traffic rules in letter and 
spirit, and to ensure a proper 
coordination with the law en-
forcement agency for preven-
tion of road accidents.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party chief Ghulam 
Nabi Azad urged the Jammu 
and Kashmir administration 
and police on Friday to enforce 
safety measures for preventing 
road accidents.

His remarks came after vis-
iting the site in Doda district 
where a passenger bus fell into 
a gorge, killing 39 people and 
injuring 19. The bus skidded off 
the road and rolled into the 300-
foot gorge in the district's Thur-
gal Assar area on Wednesday.

The Democratic Progressive 
Azad Party (DPAP) chairman said 
the administration and the po-
lice should enforce safety mea-
sures to prevent deaths due to 
accidents in the Chenab Valley.

The authorities need 
to focus on three to 
four things to check ac-
cidents here, Azad told 
reporters.

"You have to stop ve-
hicles from speeding or 
rash driving, increase 
the number of traffic cops 
commensurate with the popu-
lation, stop the use of mobiles, 
and overloading," he said.

Asserting that these mea-
sures will be instrumental in 
stopping accidents, Azad said, 
"The police and the administra-
tion need to be vigilant. People 
should also drive carefully."

"The highest number of road 
accidents are taking place 
in the Chenab Valley. Since 
I grew up, 10,000 to 15,000 
people have died in accidents 

in the valley. We need 
to prevent people dy-
ing in accidents," Azad 
added.

The Jammu and 
Kashmir administra-
tion has set up a three-
member panel to in-

vestigate the circumstance 
leading to the accident.

Divisional Commissioner Ra-
mesh Kumar also visited Doda 
to instruct the officers to take 
measures to prevent accidents.

Azad also visited the fami-
lies affected by the fire in the 
Bhaderwah area.

Six multi-storey houses and 
two commercial buildings 
were gutted in a massive fire 
that broke out in the Green 
Colony of the Chinnote area 
due to a short circuit on Thurs-

DC Doda Meets Accident 
Survivors At GMC Jammu
DODA: Deputy Commissioner, 
Harvinder Singh Friday visited 
Government Medical College 
(GMC), Hospital Doda to enquire 
about the health of those per-
sons who were injured in recent 
Assar bus accident.

The primary objective was to 
assess the seamless functioning 
and proper coordination in de-
livering services to patients. DC 
interacted with the injured and 
their attendants and enquired 
about the healthcare facilities 
being provided to them.

The DC directed hospital authori-
ties to make special arrangements 
and ensure the provision of up-to-
date facilities for the accident vic-
tims. This compassionate approach 
reflects the administration's dedi-
cation to addressing the immediate 
needs of those affected by unfortu-
nate incidents.

Principal GMC Doda, Dr Puja 
Vimesh and senior Doctors ac-
companied the Deputy Commis-
sioner and apprised him about 
the treatment being provided to 
the bus accident victims.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A delegation of 
J&K Bharat Scouts and Guides 
called on Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhawan on 
Friday.

The Lt Governor lauded the 
cadets and officials for promot-
ing the values of self-discipline, 
service and patriotism among 
youth and contributing to the 
national development.

The delegation also submit-
ted a memorandum to the Lt 

Governor on the promotion 
of Scouts & Guides activities 
in Universities and enhancing 
Admission quota of Scouts and 
Guides.

Later, a delegation of Coor-
dination Committee of Presi-
dents of Urban Local Bodies of 
Kashmir headed by its Chair-
man, Mohammad Iqbal Ahan-
gar also met LG Sinha

The members of the delega-
tion apprised the Lt Governor 
of various developmental is-
sues in their respective areas.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: With surge in 
number of flu cases in Kash-
mir valley, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Friday urged 
doctors to prescribe antiviral 
drugs for flu patients.

“Antiviral medication reduces 
risk of flu deaths,” said influenza 
expert and DAK President Dr 
Nisar ul Hassan. Quoting a large 
study, he said early treatment 
with antiviral medication reduces 
the risk of flu death by 60 percent.

Dr Hassan said clinicians 
should prescribe antiviral med-
ication to flu patients as early 
as possible and should not wait 
for the lab test results as delay 
could be fatal.

“Flu antivirals work best for 
treatment when they are start-
ed within two days of onset 
of illness,” he said. “However, 
starting them later can still be 
helpful,” he added.

The DAK President said an-
tiviral treatment is recom-
mended for any patient with 

confirmed or suspected flu 
who is hospitalized or has se-
vere progressive illness or is at 
higher risk of developing flu-
related complications. People 
at high risk of complications 
include children, elderly, preg-
nant women and those with 
underlying medical conditions.

Antivirals can also be con-
sidered on the basis of clinical 
judgment for those who do not 
have risk for severe illness.

“Currently, oseltamivir is the 
most effective antiviral drug for 
all circulating flu viruses which 
includes H1N1, H3N2 and influ-
enza B viruses,” he said, adding 
“the drug can be safely given to 
pregnant women and infants 
aged 2 weeks and older.” Dr 
Nisar said despite antiviral flu 
medications save lives, they are 
unfortunately under prescribed.

“Clinicians commonly pre-
scribe antibiotics to patients 
with flu which is not only inap-
propriate but also puts patients 
at risk of antibiotic-resistant 
infections,” he said.

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: Union Joint Sec-
retary and Additional Financial 
Advisor, Ministry of Defence, 
Amitabh Ranjan Sinha on Fri-
day chaired a comprehensive 
meeting to review and strat-
egize the arrangements for im-
pending "Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra,” here at Conference Hall, 
Mini Secretariat, Ganderbal.

Deputy Commissioner Gan-
derbal, Shyambir, SSP, Nikhil 
Borkar, ADDC, ADC, ACR, CPO, 
SDM Kangan and all district offi-
cers were present in the meeting.

 Deputy Commissioner 
briefed the meeting about the 
plan formulated and the ar-
rangements being put in place 
for smooth conduct of Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra. He in-
formed that the Yatra will com-
mence on 20th of November 
2023 and continue for 20 days.

The focus of the yatra will be 
on reaching out to people, rais-

ing awareness, and offering the 
advantages of welfare programs 
like access to LPG cylinders, 
electricity connections, sanita-
tion facilities, basic financial 
services, food security, healthy 
nutrition, dependable health-
care, clean drinking water, etc.

To enhance efficiency of the 
campaign, IT portal has been 
establishment at the district 
level that will serve as central-
ized hub for event monitoring 
and information dissemination, 
informed the DC. The DC, in 
anticipation of the Yatra, under-
scored the importance of target-
ing far-flung areas and extending 
the welfare schemes to all the 
eligible beneficiaries, illustrating 
the commitment towards com-
prehensive development.

Amitabh Ranjan Sinha 
stressed on the importance of 
data collection, careful plan-
ning, innovation, and collab-
orative effort to ensure the suc-
cess of this initiative.

Panels To Review Suspension 
Cases Of JKAS, JKPS Officers
Chief Secretary To Head Five-Member Committees

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Government on Friday consti-
tuted two high-level committees 
headed by the chief secretary for 
periodic review of suspension 
cases of officers of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Administrative Services 
(JKAS) and Jammu & Kashmir Po-
lice Services (JKPS).

Headed by CS, the panel con-
stituted for review of suspension 
cases of JKAS officers comprises 
Administrative Secretary Home 
Department, Administrative Sec-
retary General Administration 
Department, Administrative Sec-
retary concerned Department 
and Administrative secretary, 
Department of Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs.

The review committee consti-
tuted to look into the suspension 
cases of JKAS officers may also dis-
cuss and review suspension cases 
of gazetted officers of different 
departments placed under sus-
pension for their alleged involve-
ment in vigilance; non-gazetted 
officials involved in vigilance 
case, if they belong to more than 

one department; non-gazetted 
officials of different departments 
placed under suspension after 
being caught red handed while 
demanding and accepting illegal 
gratification and employees both 
gazetted and non-gazetted who 
have been placed under suspen-
sion for allegedly possessing as-
sets disproportionate to their 
known sources of income.

According to an order issued 
by the General Administration 
Department, the committee con-
stituted for review of suspension 
cases of JKPS officers comprises 
Chief Secretary (chairman), Ad-
ministrative Secretary Home, 
Director General of Police, Ad-
ministrative Secretary General 
Administration Department and 
Administrative Secretary De-
partment of Law, Justice and Par-
liamentary Affairs.

According to the GAD, all the 
administrative secretaries shall 
furnish brief notes in respect of 
suspended officer(s)/official(s) 
of their respective departments 
to the GAD for placing their cases 
before the concerned review 
committee.

2 Killed 
In Rajouri 
Accident
JAMMU: Two people were 
killed and five others in-
jured, when a Tata Sumo 
skidded off the road and 
rolled down into a gorge 
in Rajouri district here on 
Friday, officials said.

The accident took place 
on Shahdra Sharif road in 
Thanamandi area, they 
said.

The injured have been 
hospitalised.
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Australia Stand Between India & WC Glory

WC Final: Illingworth, 
Kettleborough 
On-Field Umpires

Agencies

AHMEDABAD: Englishmen Richard Illingworth and 
Richard Kettleborough will stand as on-field umpires 
in the World Cup summit clash between India and 
Australia here on Sunday.

This will be the second outing for Kettleborough, 
who also stood in the final of the 2015 World Cup. His 

partner on that occasion was Kumar Dharmasena.
More than 93,000 spectators watched the 
2015 final at the MCG. However, that number 

will be trumped as a three-figure crowd is 
expected on Sunday as the host nation will 
look to replicate their 2011 triumph on 
home soil.

For Illingworth, too, this will be a sec-
ond World Cup final appearance, albeit 
his first as a match official. He featured 
in the 1992 Cricket World Cup final as a 

player.
Among other officials for the grand finale 

on Sunday is Joel Wilson of Trinidad and To-
bago, who will be the third umpire, 
fourth umpire Chris Gaffaney (New 
Zealand), and match referee Andy 

Pycroft (Zimbabwe). All of them were 
also part of officiating teams in the semi-

finals.
Illingworth and Kettleborough were both promoted 

to the ICC International List on the same day in Novem-
ber 2009. Both acted as on-field umpires during this 
week's semi-finals.

Illingworth was in charge of India's victory over New 
Zealand in Mumbai, while Kettleborough oversaw Aus-
tralia's thrilling win against South Africa in Kolkata.

Both umpires have had highly illustrious careers. 
They've both won the David Shepherd Trophy, award-
ed to ICC's Umpire of the Year. Kettleborough won it 
three times in a row, between 2013-15, which Illing-
worth did the same in 2019 and 2022.

Powerlifting 
Competition Begins At 
NIT Srinagar

DPS Srinagar Wins Inter-School 
Basketball Tourney

J&K Judokas Win 2 Silver 
At National School Games

J&K Beats Ladakh In Senior Women's Football National

Man United Nears 25% Stake Sale To 
Jim Ratcliffe: Reports

PCB Names Wahab Riaz As Chief Selector

Agencies

AHMEDABAD: India and Austra-
lia have faced off in some of the 
most engaging contests in recent 
times and a new chapter to their 
rivalry will be added when they 
contest 50-over cricket's ulti-
mate glory in Sunday's World 
Cup final in Ahmedabad.

The familiar foes will con-
clude their campaign like they 
started it, against each other, and 
none of the 130,000-odd seats 
at the Narendra Modi Stadium 
will be empty. Favourites India 
comprehensively beat number 
two-ranked Australia in their 
tournament opener and then 
strung together 10 wins in a row 
to storm into the final of their 
home World Cup with an un-
blemished record.

Australia, by contrast, began 
with two defeats before go-
ing on an eight-match winning 
streak. "We want to take on the 
best. They've been the best in the 
tournament so far," Australia fast 
bowler Mitchell Starc said of In-
dia. "It's why we play the game."

Captain Rohit Sharma and his 
team's semi-final victory against 
New Zealand, considered their 
bogey side, has answered ques-
tions about India's fragility in 
knockouts. Rohit has led by ex-
ample, with unbridled aggres-
sion at the top allowing others to 
play with more freedom.

Virat Kohli, the tourna-

ment's leading scorer, has 
been the trusted anchor, while 
others have batted around the 
senior duo in India's familiar 
template.

"The top-five-six batters, 
whenever they've gotten an op-
portunity, they've made it re-
ally count," Rohit said after the 
semi-final. "All in all, the batting 
was superb, and that is the kind 
of template we want to bat with 
and move forward with."

HOME ADVANTAGE
Their bowling, aided by the 

knowledge of home conditions, 
has been equally impressive.

Jasprit Bumrah has stifled bat-
ters both with the new ball and 
in the death overs while Moham-
med Shami has emerged as the 
tournament's leading wicket-
taker despite warming the bench 
in India's first four matches. The 
left-arm duo of Kuldeep Yadav 
and Ravindra Jadeja have shared 

the spin duties with consider-
able success on their quest for a 
third 50-overs World Cup trophy.

Expectation in the cricket-
mad country is particularly high 
since the last three editions of 
the tournament have been won 
by the host nation. Australia, 
however, are banking on their 
ability to lift themselves in big 
moments to gatecrash the Indian 
party and earn a sixth World Cup 
title.

Captain Pat Cummins and his 
men made heavy weather of a 
small target in Thursday's semi-
final against South Africa, but 
India would underestimate Aus-
tralia at their own peril. In Adam 
Zampa they have a potent leg-
spinner with 22 wickets in the 
tournament and a three-pronged 
pace attack finally firing on all 
cylinders after a stellar show 
against South Africa.

Glenn Maxwell can 
bat any team out of 
contention, as he 
did with his out-
rageous double 
century against 
A f g h a n i s t a n 
and 40-ball 100 
against the Nether-
lands. India's coach 
Rahul Dravid was part 
of the squad that was 
blown away 
by Australia 
in the 2003 
final.

Australia also 
beat India in the 
final of the World Test Champi-
onship final earlier this year and 
skipper Cummins cannot wait 
to try and lead them to a second 
global title despite little support 
from the stands. "It's going to be 
packed, pretty one-sided I reck-
on, so you just have to embrace 
it," Cummins said.

"It's going to be a special 
final."

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two Judokas from 
J&K won Silver medals in Un-
der-14 categories on Day 2 
of the 67th National School 
Games in Judo at Gymnasium 
Hall, University of Jammu.

In U-14 girls -40 kg catego-
ry, J&K's Baiza Tariq clinched 
Silver, as she lost to Khanak 
of Punjab, who bagged gold 
medal in this category.

In boys U-14 -40 kg, Garv 
Tokas of Delhi bagged gold, 
while Sheikh Mohammad 
Shraim of J&K won the silver 
medal.

Secretary J&K Sports Coun-
cil, Nuzhat Gul, was the chief 
guest during the prize distri-
bution function, which was 
presided over by Director 
Youth Services & Sports, Sub-
ash Chander Chibber.

a total of 387 Judokas are 
taking part in this mega event, 

including 197 boys and 190 
girls, besides around 80 of-
ficials.

The National School Games 
are being organised by the 
DYSS J&K, under the auspices 
of the School Games Federa-
tion of India (SGFI).

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Delhi Public School, 
Srinagar emerged victorious in 
the Doon Inter-School Basketball 
Tournament 2023. The final match, 
played against Doon International 
School, concluded with a resound-
ing victory for DPS Srinagar, secur-
ing a dominant win with a score-
line of 75-30.

DPS Srinagar's basketball team 
demonstrated their prowess 
throughout the tournament, de-
feating GD Goenka in the initial 
stages, followed by impressive 
victories against Burn Hall School 
in the quarter-finals and Tyndale 
Biscoe School in the semi-finals.

Principal Shafaq Afshan ex-
pressed her joy, saying, "Our 
students have once again show-
cased their excellence in sports. 
We are incredibly proud of their 
achievements."

Chairman Vijay Dhar lauded 
the team's success, stating, "DPS 

Srinagar's triumph in this tourna-
ment reflects our commitment to 
holistic development."

The outstanding performance 
of Syed Muqtida, who was de-
clared the Best Player of the 
Match in the finals, and Hadi 
Zargar, honored as the Player of 
the Tournament, added extra flair 
to DPS Srinagar's victory.

Basketball Coach Mir Mur-
saleen commended the team's 
effort, remarking, "These young 

athletes have worked tirelessly, 
honing their skills on the court."

Mudasir Bashir, the Games Sec-
retary, highlighted the significance 
of sports in shaping students' 
characters, stating, "DPS Srinagar's 
success in this tournament is a 
proud moment for all of us."

The Doon Inter-School Bas-
ketball Tournament 2023, which 
commenced on October 30th 
and witnessed the participation 
of sixteen teams.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Senior Women’s 
Football team defeated Ladakh 
1-0 in the 28th Senior Women's 
National Football Champion-
ship 2023-24 at GNDU Stadium 
in Amritsar, Punjab.

Nadiya Nighat scored the 

winning goal in the 71st minute 
and was awarded man of the 
match.

“Our J&K Women's Football 
Team secured a fantastic vic-
tory against Ladakh,” the J&K 
Football Association said in a 
statement.

“The team's exceptional per-

formance led to this thrilling 
win, and we're proud of Nadi-
ya Nighat for her Player of the 
Match award. Congratulations 
to the entire J&K Women's Foot-
ball Team for their remarkable 
efforts and dedication on the 
field! Let's keep the momentum 
going,” it added.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Students Activity 
& Sports Centre, in collabo-
ration with the Gymkhana 
Sports Club successfully or-
ganized the third edition of 
the Powerlifting Competition 
at National Institute of Tech-
nology here.

The institute's Director, 
Registrar, Dean Academics, 
and esteemed faculty mem-
bers, kicked off the event 
with an electrifying atmo-
sphere of excitement and 
sportsmanship.

Director NIT Srinagar Prof. 
(Dr) Sudhakar Yedla inaugu-
rated the competition, em-
phasizing the importance of 
physical fitness and sports in 
the overall development of 
students.

Over 300 students, includ-

ing 240 boys and 60 girls 
students, participated in the 
competition.

The Powerlifting Competi-
tion featured various weight 
categories, allowing partici-
pants to compete at their re-
spective levels and showcase 
their abilities in squat, bench 
press and deadlift.

The organizing committee 
expressed their gratitude to 
Director NIT Srinagar, Stu-
dents Activity & Sports Cen-
tre and Gymkhana Sports 
Club for their collaborative 
efforts in making the event a 
grand success.

They also acknowledged 
the dedication and hard work 
of the participants, whose 
commitment to fitness and 
sports serves as an inspira-
tion to the entire institute 
community.

Agencies

MANCHESTER: Manchester 
United's American owners, the 
Glazer family, are set to finalise 
a $33 per share deal with Jim 
Ratcliffe that will see the Brit-
ish billionaire acquire a 25% 
stake in the English soccer club, 
Sky News reported on Friday.

The deal, which could be 
confirmed later on Friday, will 
bring to an end a year-long sale 
process. The Glazer family an-
nounced last November that 
they were exploring "strate-
gic alternatives" for the club, 
including a possible sale and 
were open to fresh investment. 
Ratcliffe's offer represents 
a premium of 79.1% to the 
stock's Thursday closing price 
of $18.43, valuing the Old Traf-
ford club at about $5.4 billion 
excluding debt. Manchester 
United's U.S.-listed shares rose 
9.5% to $20.10 in early trading 
on Friday.

While the deal will not see 
the back of the Glazers, who 
are deeply unpopular with the 
fans of the 20-times English 
soccer champions, it will result 
in major changes to the way 
the club is run. Ratcliffe wants 

to overhaul the club's football 
operations. It has underper-
formed on the pitch since for-
mer manager Sir Alex Ferguson 
retired in 2013 following a pe-
riod of unprecedented success 
for the club.

Ratcliffe has promised 
sweeping changes. The club 
announced on Wednesday 
that Chief Executive Richard 
Arnold would depart after less 
than two years in the top job. 
Other executives are expected 
to leave after the deal is final-
ised, sources say. The deal val-
ues Manchester United above 

Premier League soccer rival 
Chelsea, which was sold by 
Russian businessman Roman 
Abramovich last May for $5.2 
billion -- including debt and in-
vestments -- to an investment 
group led by U.S. billionaire 
Todd Boehly and private equity 
firm Clearlake Capital.

Manchester United gener-
ates more revenue and has a 
larger fan base than its London 
rival. Including debt the deal 
values Manchester United at 
between $6 billion and $6.5 bil-
lion, in line with what Reuters 
had previously reported.

Press Trust of India

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board on Friday named the 
country's former fast bowler 
Wahab Riaz as their new chief 
selector, a week after accept-
ing the resignation of leg-
endary batter and ex-captain 
Inzamam ul Haq.

Inzamam had on October 
30 resigned as the chairman 
of the national selection com-
mittee after the PCB initiated 
an inquiry to probe if his as-
sociation with a company that 
manages a number of national 
team players amounted to 
conflict of interest.

The 38-year-old Riaz's first 
assignment will be to select 
the squads for the Test tour of 
Australia and the T20I rubber 
in New Zealand.

Pakistan will play their Test 
series in Australia from 14 
December to 7 January and a 
five-match T20I away series 
against New Zealand from 
January 12 to 21.

The PCB is expected to an-
nounce the other national 
selectors in a couple of days 
after consulting Riaz.

Riaz, who is also the sports 
advisor to the Punjab gov-

ernment, has not played for 
Pakistan since 2020 but is 
still active in the Pakistan Su-
per League and appeared in 
domestic List A matches last 
year.

The left-arm pacer, who has 
represented Pakistan in 27 
Tests, 91 ODIs and 36 T20Is, 
also played in three successive 
World Cups, finishing with 35 
wickets.

The bowler said he was 
honoured to assume the role 
of chief selector and added 
the decision to involve former 

players in cricketing matters 
by the PCB is commendable 
and he is willing to work for 
the betterment of the sport in 
the country.

Riaz also spoke about his 
good rapport with the new 
director and head coach of the 
Pakistan team, former team-
mate Muhammad Hafeez.

The PCB named a new 
chief selector after Inzamam 
resigned from the post last 
month following PCB setting 
up an inquiry committee to 
probe conflict of interest al-

legations.
The PCB has formed a five-

member panel to probe Inza-
mam's role in the company -- 
Yazoo International -- where 
he shares the same agent who 
manages Babar Azam, pacer 
Shaheen Shah Afridi and 
wicketkeeper-batter Moham-
mad Rizwan.

Though Inzamam resigned, 
he maintained that his asso-
ciation with agent-and-part-
ner Talha Rehmani had never 
affected or compromised his 
decision-making as a selector.


