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Govt Cracks Whip
On Its Employees

Bars Public Servants From Taking
Part In Protests, Strikes

Observer News Service

Srinagar- Jammu and Kashmir
government on Friday restricted
employees from participat-
ing in any kind of demonstra-
tions and strikes in favour of
their demands and warned of
strict action in case employ-
ees are found involved in such
demonstrations.

. It has come to fore that
some employees are resorting
to demonstrations and strikes
in favour of certain demands.
In this regard, reference to
Rule 20(ii) of the Jammu and
Kashmir Government Employees
(Conduct) Rules, 1971 is invited
for all concerned”, reads an order.

Govt’s Vision Document Shows
Infra Gaps In 5000 J&K Schools

Agencies

Srinagar: In Jammu and
Kashmir, nearly 5000 govern-
ment schools located in re-
mote and hilly terrains have
infrastructural gaps.

The ‘K Vision docu-
ment 2047' reveals that,
“Infrastructure gaps exist in
5000 schools located in re-
mote and hilly terrain.”

The Planning Department
and Monitoring Department
in the proposed vision has fur-
ther revealed, “Considerable

“The said provision
is reproduced as under:
“Demonstrations and strikes. -
No Government employee shall
resort to or in any way about
any form of strike in connection
with any matter pertaining to
his service or the service of any
other Government employee”,
reads the order.

“The aforesaid provision of
law is not merely declaratory in
nature and shall definitely entail
consequences in the event of
any such employee found im-
mersive in such acts. Therefore,
all Administrative Secretaries
are requested to circulate these
instructions to employees in
their respective More on P9

Augqib Javeed

Srinagar: The disturbing trend
of abandoning newborns con-
tinues in Kashmir, with over
71 unwanted babies being
located and taken care of by
two government-run hospi-
tals in this capital city during

the last 10 years.
The figures have been
disclosed in a Right to

Information (RTI) application
moved by a lawyer and an ac-
tivist based in Srinagar, who
had previously raised the is-
sue with the Social Welfare
Department (SWD).The data,
which spans from August
2010 to 2023,documents the
distressing practice of parents
abandoning their babies near
garbage dumps, water bodies,
and other disposal sites in the
vicinity of two hospitals- Lalla
Ded and GB Panth, which is
now the government hospital
for children in Srinagar.

Notably, the  Kashmir
Valley has witnessed a surge
in cases of both baby dump-
ing and baby abandonment,
with a significant proportion
of the affected infants be-
ing female or children with
down syndrome. The data
further reveals that LD hos-
pital reported52 cases of
abandoned babies from 2011

to 2023. Out of these, 45 ba-
bies were adopted, while 7
tragically did not survive. At
the Government Children's
Hospital in Srinagar, authori-
ties have provided care and
supported 29 unwanted in-
fants till now.

In response to this alarm-
ing trend, the administration
has been establishing cradle

Unwanted Newborns: Srinagar
Hospitals Reveal Disturbing Tren

centres at major hospitals and
healthcare institutions in the
Valley to address the distress-
ing incidents of newborns be-
ing abandoned by their par-
ents near disposal sites.
Advocate Badrul-Duja, who
had filed the RTI, had urged
the SWD to set up such cen-
ters in locations like mosques,
marriage halls, water bodies,
private and public hospitals,
dispensaries, and garbage
dumping sites to prevent
the mortality of unwanted
babies. He also stressed the
importance of protecting the
identity of these parents by
limiting CCTV access.
Following his plea, the
Director of the Social Welfare
Department (SWD) directed
all hospitals to install promi-
nent signage for cradle cen-
ters, particularly in district
hospitals with Maternity,
Gynecology, and Pediatric
units. “These More on P9

Delhi Gasps For
Breath As Air Quality
Hits "Severe Plus'

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Delhi's air quality
worsened to the "severe plus"”
category on Friday with a haz-
ardous layer of smog engulfing
the national capital, even as the
central government deferred the
implementation of stricter mea-
sures saying air quality index in
the region is already showing a
declining trend.

Lt Governor VK Saxena, who
held a high-level meeting with
Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai, said the situation in
the city is "extremely worrying"
and appealed to the people to re-
main indoors and not to expose
themselves and especially chil-
dren and elderly to the alarming
ambient conditions.

On Friday, Delhi's 24-hour av-
erage air quality index reached
468, placing it in the "severe
plus” category. This is the stage in
which all emergency measures,
including a ban on polluting
trucks, commercial four-wheel-
ers, and all types of construction,
are mandated in Delhi-NCR.

The city's AQI of 468 was the
worst since 471 More on P9

Kashmir Inc Fumes Over
‘Unprecedented Erratic’ Power Supply

Urge LG Sinha’s Intervention To End Miseries Of
Industrialists; Shopkeepers, Traders And Commoners

chunk of human resource is
not skilled in the art of teach-
ing, Over 36000 ReTs or RReTs
are not possessing desired
level of qualification have been
regularised.”

Stating the further weak-
nesses, the department has
said, “Development works get
delayed due to hilly terrain
and Climatic Conditions-snow
bound areas.”

The documents also reveal
that at least 1,67,106 teachers
for 27.18 lakh students, i.e. one
teacher for More on P9

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Coming down heav-
ily on the Kashmir Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited (KPDCL) for ‘miserably
failing’ to stick to its power cur-
tailment schedule, the Kashmir

Chamber of Commerce &
Industry(KCC&I) on Friday said
that unprecedented erratic
power supply was gravely af-
fecting the industry, trade ,
business of all sorts and the
households in general.
In a hard hitting More on P9

Admin Orders
Tough Action
Against Power Theft

t

t atime when Valley

is grappling with

acute power crisis,
the Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri
on Friday asked Deputy
Commissioners to sensitise
people about disadvantages
of usage of crude electronic
appliances, and take against
misuse of electricity, including
power theft.
“The usage of crude electric
devices by unscrupulous
people is causing huge loss of
electricity which also leads to
interruption in More on P9

M Ahmad

Killing Of Allochi Bagh Resident
‘Important Leads Left Unchecked’:
Court Discharges Accused

information the case FIR No.

4/2003 under Section 307 RPC

Srinagar: Observing that protec-
tion and liberty of an individual
is the paramount consideration
of every limb of the state, a
court here has expressed

read with Section 7/27 Arms
Act came to be registered in the
Police Station Shergari.
Later a team of officers from
the police station rushed

information  from

Bagh Srinagar, at Solina

station Shergari received

reliable
sources that a group of mili-
tants armed with illegal au-
tomatic weapon opened fire
on one Abdul Hamid Sheikh
son of Abdul Khaliq of Allochi

petrol pump. On receipt of the

disappointment ~ over to the place of occur-
police  investigation rence and shifted the
into the killing of one injured to the hos-
person allegedly by pital where he was
militants near Solina declared  brought
Srinagar in 2003. -_ dead. The case was
According to the = - subsequently con-
prosecution, on 6 verted into one under
January 2003, police Section 302 RPC.

“The material before this
court in the form of the charge
sheet and the statements of
the witnesses recorded under
the section 161 Cr.P.C. does
not disclose any prima facie
involvement of the accused in
the commission of the alleged
offences,” More on P9
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BUY ;
STAINLESS STEEL |
SVACHH '3-"
PRESSURE BUY
o COOKER ‘”": ENDURA 1000 WATT
@15% DISCOUNT MIXER GRINDER 6 JAR 1unt
(@ 25% DISCOUNT*
Kneads Atta, Chops Vegetables, Makes Juice, +
Grinds Chutney, Masalas & Stores.
GET FREE*
e eher == STAINLESS STEEL
SVACHH 3L
FRY PAN 18 cm 1uni PRESSURE COOKER 1unit
WORTH 710.00* WORTH 32 525.00*
- - v
Y N
BUY
ROYALE PLUS 3B
GLASS TOP GAS STOVE 1unit
@ 35% DISCOUNT*
GET FREE*
STAINLESS STEEL SVACHH 3L
PRESSURE COOKER 1unit
WORTH 32 525.00*
- v

INTRODUCING

& JUDGE"

— By Prestige”—
Quality meets Affordability.

L

| PRESSURE COOKER 3L
1unit STARTING FROM

3999.00*

\

COOKWARE 1unit \@ 2 ]

STARTING FROM

3449.00*

v STARTING FROM

y . Y -
7 ol |
-~ 5 INDUCTION COOKTOP PIC 3.1 V3 1uni
& 3 ‘F‘*—‘-*::f @ 25% DISCOUNT*
o I'f' With Automatic Whistle Counter
3 UNITS OF @x ,v l
STAINLESS STEEL — GET FREE*
COOKWARE 15 L Prestige OMNI
WORTH X 3 825.00* + TAWA 28 cm 1uni
- w GET FREE* WORTH 31400.00*
e STAINLESS STEEL
‘ SVACHH 3L
PRESSURE COOKER 1unt
WORTH 3 2 525.00* L
- A .
<
BUY
PROVO CHIMNEY 1un
@ 40% DISCOUNT*
GET FREE*
SVACHH HOB 3B 1unt
WORTH 15 995.00*
9 4
——

Ik

. W‘iu

GAS STOVE 1unit

31899.00*

MIXER GRINDER 1unit ]
STARTING FROM "‘

%1999.00*

{ i
| i

DINNER SET 15set
STARTING FROM

%1499.00*

*Conditions apply. The prices stated above represent the MRP of the product (inclusive of all taxes). Discounts are offered on MRP only. No two offers

can be clubbed together. The 3 Units stainless steel cookware consists of Fry Pan - 22 cm, Kadai -
lid. Offers on select models until stocks last. Offers valid across select stores only. Stainless Steel Svachh Pressure Cooker Offer applicable only on SS
Nakshatra Alpha Svachh series. Offers not valid in the state of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Goa, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat & Maharashtra.
Prestige® Logo is the registered trademark of TTK Prestige Limited in India. Judge® Logo is the registered trademark of Horwood Homewares Ltd. in
India. For detailed terms and conditions, visit your nearest PrestigeXclusive / Dealer outlet.

22 cm with Glass lid, Sauce Pan - 16 cm with Glass

CUSTOMER CARE NO" | ut o our new
080-6000 4411 | fersfeciiefom
Sortamaer

The prices stated for Judge by Prestige range of products represent the offer price of the product (Inclusive of taxes).

You g PRESTIGE XPERT
Follow ‘TTK Prestige’ on m I l ) @nga 34411

.

Shop Online on
shop.ttkprestige.com

e

Jo apnon se kare pyaar, woh
Prestige se kaise kare inkaar.

Patiala, Ph: 9815662256, 8283873417; Ludhiana :- Virtue Sales, Ludhiana Prestige Xclusive 517-L, Model Town Ludhiana (Near Pal Hospital) , Ph: 01612918777, 8146002004; A.N Crockery House, Ludhiana Shop No.B-2,01d Opera House, Near Akalgarh Market, Chaura Bazzar, Ph: 01612745791, 9781022310; Bathinda :- Ude Chand Satpal, Bathinda Sco 65 Veer Colony, Amrik Singh Road 9876359068,

01642252781; Palampur:- Nagpal's The Super Store, Palampur Nagpal Empires, 0ld Bus Stand, Ph: 01894233200, 9805433200; Firozpur:-Hi Tech Enterprises, Firozpur Bazar Bansan Wala, Near Bank Of Maharastra, Firozpur City , Ph: 01632223484, 9501031620; Amritsar:- Divyam Enterprises, Amritsar 116/300, Green Fields Amritsar 7508393566; J&K:- Neev Enterprises, Jammu Kanak Mandi ,

City Chowk Jammu (J&K) , Ph: 9419185570, 9419188785; Kitchen Trendz, Anantnag : K.P Road, Near General Bus Stand, Anantnag, Ph: 9796706760, 9906684999; Shah Bazaar, Ellahi Bagh Prestige Xclusive, Ellahi Bagh , Opposite Grid Station, Ellahi Bagh, Srinagar 7889841838; Khaliq Enterprises, Srinagar Prestige Xclusive New Habba Kadal Chowk - Srinagar, Ph: 9796159994, 9797997747.
Authorized Dealers- Jammu Province Dealers Narwal-Shree Ganesh Bartan & Plastic Store, Ph: 9419197478; Mir Paras Group, Ph: 9419234293; Hari Market-Sat Pal Vinod Gupta, Ph: 9419191083; Vardhman Bartan Store, Ph: 01912560693; Moti Bazaar -Kewal Krishna Gupta & Sons, Ph: 9796645108; Fancy Kitchenware, Ph: 9419185640; Krishna Bartan Bhandhar, Ph: 9419189232; Ganpati Traders , Ph: 9906205959; Fauji Bartan, Ph: 9086144080; Laxmi Gift, Ph: 9419132544; Om Krishna ,
Ph: 7006637525; Rajinder Bazaar- Krishna Crockery Store, Ph: 8716920050; Bharat Glass & Crockery House, Ph: 9205099999; Surjeet Enterprises, Ph: 9906289518; Raj Tilak Rd-Sun Chemico, Ph: 8803140219; Shukla Pen & Lpg House, Ph: 7006165935; Maduban Mall, Ph: 9419100043; Aditya Enterprises, Ph: 9796459459; Gumat -Krishan Lal & Sons, Ph: 9419184252; Jewel-Laxmi Bartan, Ph: 9419113026; Talab Tillo Lane- Durga Bartan Store, Ph: 9419292559; Rohmetra Enterprises, Ph: 9086161166;
Shivani Electronics, Ph: 9419113179; Anil Bartan Store, Ph: 7051473299; Janipura- Sharma Plastic & Bartan, Ph: 9858143978; Fly Fot Enterprises, Ph: 7006026781; Roop Nagar-Mahajan Alminium, Ph: 9419118761; Dashmesh Bartan , Ph: 8492820801; Shiv Sai Enterprises, Ph: 9419181251; Kachi Chawni-New Swastik Electronics, Ph: 9797326479; R S Enterprises, Ph: 9596661846; Exchange Rd-Swami Kitchenware, Ph: 9419185912; R S Enterprises, Ph: 9622114828; Preet Nagar-Sag Enterprises,
Ph: 9086033313; Digiana- Northern Bartan Store, Ph: 9419141322; Marble Market- Veer Electronics, Ph: 9419198181; Talab Tillo Lane- Durga Bartan Store, Ph: 9419292559; Rohmetra Enterprises, Ph: 9086161166, Ph: Shivani Electronics, Ph: 9419113179; Anil Bartan Store, Ph: 7051473299; Sidhra- Nirmal Bartan Store, Ph: 9469533326; Nagrota-Gupta Hardware Store, Ph: 9469210538; Sagar Electronics, Ph: 9419285376; Bithindhi- S 3 Cube, Ph: 9797431327; Madina Appliances, Ph: 9906228320; Al

Chandigarh: Prestige Xclusive Coco, Sco No. 1113, Ground Floor, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh (Near Aroma Chowk), Ph: 8951787413, 01725067135; Harmony Zone, Zirakpur Sco 5, Balaji Enclave, Patiala Road - Zirakpur, Ph: 9779351122; Jain Crockery Arcade, Sco 705, Nac Shivalik Enclave, Manimajra, Chandigarh , Ph: 9463800004; Patiala:- Kohli Traders, Hindu Public School Market, Tripuri Road,
Prestlge ‘ Xclusive

Nusrat, Ph: 9419257046; Hafeez Malik, Ph: 8716940111; Chowadi- Aa Enterprises, Ph: 7006532537 Channi Himat- K K Bartan Store, Ph: 8717014444; Pan N Pots, Ph: 9419199400; Gandhi Nagar- A Star Crockery, Ph: 9622205502; Ankur Shopee, Ph: 9419185138; Crockery Collection, Ph: 9419212324; Superlight, Ph: 7006190386; Nanak Nagar- Trident Avante, Ph: 9419144946; Nai Basti- Shiv Shakti Bartan Store, Ph: 9858191300; Satwari- Mahajan Bartan Store, Ph: 9419140791; Gupta Bartan
Store, Ph: 9086500500; R S Pura- Gupta Crockery, Ph: 8899132930; Ranbir Kingsways, Ph: 9796253357; Miran Sahib- Nayyar Homeware, Ph: 9086033859; Chatha- Gurdayal Crockery, Ph: 9055000443; Raina Bartan, Ph: 9796058416; Gangyal- Harman Traders, Ph: 9419185250; Sharma Metal Trader, Ph: 9797511154; Super Markets- Saugaat Super Market, Ph: 9419143322; Alpha Collection, Ph: 9796269751; Varmani Karyana Store, Ph: 9419189656; Monika Super Market, Ph: 9796263120; Ambika
Super Market, Ph: 9018905212; 7 Days Super Market, Ph: 7006612876; Shree Jain Al In One, Ph: 7006529751; Akhnoor-Dwarka Bartan Store, Ph: 7889845010; Rajesh Enterprises, Ph: 9469163691; Nav Yug Gift, Ph: 9419146746; Kameshwar Dept Store, Ph: 9419198865; Samba Jai Ganesh Traders, Ph: 99082188210; Vijaypur- R K Bartan Store, Ph: 9419212649; Salgotra Crockery, Ph: 9858166360; Ghar Sansar, Ph: 9419283480; Bal Krishan & Sons, Ph: 9797333213; bishnah- Mahavir Bartan Store,
Ph: 9596689580; Gupta Bartan Store, Ph: 9906101635; Kathua- Ranjeet Enterprises , Ph: 9858147056; Pooja Bartan Store, Ph: 9796452172; Hari Om Bartan Store, Ph: 9419150047; Mulkh Raj Rakesh Kumar, Ph: 7889496206 Gouri Shankar, Ph: 9469371871; Khushi Traders, Ph: 9906264442; Gupta General Store, Ph: 7889597667; Dayalachak- Romesh Chander & Sons, Ph: 9419158875; udhampur- Jugal Di Hatti, Ph: 9419158806; Shiv Bartan Store, Ph: 9796637802; Baria Electronics, Ph: 9419162837;
Mahajan Electronics, Ph: 7006624678; Bharat Collection, Ph: 9419162802; Mahashakti Metal Store, Ph: 9419902424 Ramnagar-Kuldeep Kumar Kulbushan Kumar, Ph: 9419335777; Ramban- Sanjay Plastics, Ph: 7006367765; Kishtwar: Modern Crockery, Ph: 8803537596; Aazan Kitchenware, Ph: 9906125255; Rajouri- Princeways, Ph: 9419170016; Suwarnkote- Rakesh General Store, Ph: 7006440753; Chanda Bartan Store, Ph: 9086161647; Ponch-Ajaz Plastic& Crockery, Ph: 9822258930; Bari
Brahmna-Sanjay Kumar & Bro, Ph: 9419160002; Nagrota-Gupta Hardware, Ph: 9469210538; Sagar Electronics, Ph: 9419285376; Authorized Dealers- Leh- S S Enterprises, Ph: 9906973122; Tombo Enterprises, Ph: 9622292966; Ladakh Electronics, Ph: 7051093208; Flex Kitchenware, Ph: 6005708563; Kargil - Mohd Abass Enterprises, Ph: 9596078039; Kashmir Division Hawal- Alba Retail, Ph: 9419400229; Zainakadal- Futech Helpline Group, Ph: 7006325121;soura-Gousia Sales Corp,
Ph: 7006302032;Narbal - New Altaf Traders , Ph: 9596033623, Sameer Enterprises, Ph: 9906606378, Khan Crockery, Ph: 8825011180, Hmt- Areeba Enterprises, Ph: 882502313; Pladium Gali-Bismillah Light House, Ph: 9419060923;Elegant Homes, Ph: i
Ph: 9419428247, Maharaja Bazar-Maharaja Crockery Store, Ph: 9018643012;Maharaja Gallary , Ph: 8418026161; Regoo Appliances, Ph: 9906571371; karan Nagar- Ferdious Kitchenware, Ph: 7889410191; Rambagh- Royal Life, Ph: 9419060251; Hari Singh Hs -Meezhan Crockery, Ph: 9419975086; Paira Lal Kulhsuhan Kumar Jain , Ph: 9419008654; Kasturi Lal, Ph: 9796583788; Music Point, Ph: 7006410340; Crockery World, Ph: 9469773591; Fatehkadal-Fency Kithenware, Ph: 7006711300; Fitco
Electronics, Ph: 9796583788; Jawahar Nagar-Wait N Watch, Ph: 9906501075; ,Natipora-Ess Eff Enterprises, Ph: 8491930909;Sanat Nagar-Dar Crockery, Ph: 9419002163;Teapot Crockery, Ph: 7889534959; Rask Enterprises, Ph: 9596555177; Old City- Taj Metals, Ph: 8713840077; Shah Crockery, Ph: 9906619076; pampore- Bismillah Enterprises, Ph: 7006713336; Hilal Electronics, Ph: 94191003802; baramulla- Glorious Radios, Ph: 9419032185; Taj Kitchenware, Ph: 9419432179;M Rafig Enterprises,
Ph: 7298942701; Mohju Enterprises, Ph: 9697877195; Electronic Gallery, Ph: 9906700672; Kitchen House, Ph: 9419028066; Crown Kitchenware, Ph: 7006306922; S M Electronics, Ph: 7006112858; Mohju General Store , Ph: 9419673733; Hurra Electronics, Ph: 9906447500; Kitchen King, Ph: 9419032185;Kanroo Enterprises, Ph: 9419045354; Zafarkitchenware , Ph: 9596035624; k D; i if
Kitchenware, Ph: 9506813836 pattan- Rangella Studio, Ph: 9858996546; Sopore —Ali Sons , Ph: 9906595379; Hajni Sons, Ph: 9419024290; Mallik Electronics, Ph: 7889684994; Khuroo & Sons, Ph: 9469789478; UE Smart Galary, Ph: 7006089241; diamond Gas, Ph: 7780929380; Beigh Gas, Ph: 9906763429; Light N Sound, Ph: 7006741206; M S Kitchenware, Ph: 9858414148; Uri- Madina Aplliances, Ph: 9596144429; Kupwara Golden Kitchenware, Ph: 70063 33361; Malik Brnthers Ph: 7006515366;
Salik Electronics, Ph: 9596242906; Bhat Crockery, Ph: 8825015074; Hindwara- Mir Radios, Ph: 9596242906; Moona Crockery, Ph: 9906480413; Mir Traders, Ph: 9797786103; Trimboo & Sons, Ph: 9622555540; Royal Crockery, Ph: 7006035116; Sumbal - Kaloo Brothers, Ph: 70062 62930; Jio Home Crackery, Ph:08713978380; Igra Crackery, Ph: 9906771127; Zuhaib Trading Co, Ph: 7889808388; Imran Enterprises, Ph: 9419766679; Modern Crockery Center, Ph: 9906769707; Majaj Enterprises , Ph:7051800898;
Aamir Enterprises, Ph: 9906678056; Sja Traders -, Ph: 9419041462; Future Planet, Ph: 9018340777; Arshad Hardware Store , Ph:9906301060; World Electronics, Ph: 7889585867; Roshni Enterprises, Ph: 9697023633; Khanda Crockery, Ph:9906512125; Javed Bartan, Ph: 7006051094; ,Achabal-Madina Crockery, Ph: 9797974247;Asian Crockery, Ph: 9622910464; Qazikund-Excellent Home Appliances, Ph:9905561792;Asian Crockery , Ph:9697871073; khudwani - Kitchen Gallery, Ph:9906300895; Mm Traders,
Ph: 7006356970; Kulgam Dubai Crockery, Ph: 7006333866; Royal Crockery, Ph: 7889585606; Ershad Electronics, Ph: 8596051677; Kitchen Cornor, Ph: 9086843234; Bijhihara- New Banday Son, Ph: 9797799209; aadil Phalwan, Ph:7006509813; Bhat Radios, Ph: 9669651222; Awantipora — Modern Dar Electronics, Ph: 9697005939; Banihal - Ayoubh Crockery, Ph: 9858588962; Zxeal Electronics, Ph: 7298905741; Pulwama - Royal Enterprises, Ph: 9018094998; Kitchen Care, Ph: 6006328843; Mishah Electronics,

75;NBE

Ph: 9419070: R

Ph: 9419558600; Phalgham- Ahanghar Hardware & Electronics, Ph: 9858181497; Mordern Retail- Karimore Supermarket, Ph: 9419002563; Pick N Chose, Ph: 01942477445; Shop N Shop , Ph:7006940653; 7/11 Dept Store, Ph: 9596000048.

| Crockery, Ph: 9796114444; Dinner Dine, Ph: 9596044447; Azad & Co , Ph: 9419069515; Dar Kitchenware, Ph: 7006038390; Deluxe Kitchenware, Ph: 9419026015; Amira Kadal- Khan Traders,

Ph: 9586131415;

Khalid Kitchenware, Ph: 01952234581;Butto Sons , Ph: 9797161790; Royal
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Microsoft Releases Major Windows 11

Update With New Features

taskbar,” VP of programme manage-
ment for Windows servicing and de-
livery, John Cable, said in a blogpost

on Tuesday.

“When you click to launch Mi-
crosoft Teams, you will discover a
mini communication experience that
makes it possible to chat, call, meet,
and create a space for community
groups to come together, organize,
and share ideas in just a click or two,”
he added.

The Windows 11 2023 update also

IANS

icrosoft has started roll-

ing out major updates

to its Windows 11 PC

operating system with
new features.

The main change in the updates
(known as Windows 11, version
23H2) includes the change of name
from Microsoft Teams to Chat.

“Chat is now Microsoft Teams
(free) and is pinned by default to the

brings some improvements to app
management. System components
in Windows 11 now have a ‘system’
label and are segregated into a new
section in settings.

The Microsoft Store, Game Bar,
Phone Link, and Tips apps are all
included, and it appears that Micro-
soft is getting ready to let Windows
11 customers remove these system
components at some time.

“This update continues the annual
Windows 11 feature update cadence,

with new feature updates released in
the second half of the calendar year.
This updated version resets the 24
months of support for Home and Pro
editions and 36 months of support for
Enterprise and Education editions,”
Microsoft said.

Moreover, the tech giant noted
that the select features and enhance-
ments initially shipped disabled by
default in version 22H2 would be
shipped on by default in version
23H2, including Copilot in Windows.

Office Of The Principal District &

Session Judge Pulwama

(CHAIRMAN SELECTION COMMITTEE FOR THE POST OF DRIVERS, VACANT

IN DISTRICT PULWAMA).
Official Website:-districts.ecourts.gov.in/pulwama

Advertisement Notice No.010f 2023/PDSJP
Dated: 02.11.2023

Subject:- Commencement of process of selection for three posts of Drivers , two newly created)
onein the court of Addl Distt. Judge Pulwama and One in the court of Chief judicial Magistrate
Pulwama) and one backlog post( in the court of District judge Pulwama).

1. Date of commencement of offline application: 07.11.2023
2. Last Date for submission of offline application: 22.11.2023

Total No. Of Posts advertised = 03

S.No. Name of the [class Scale of the Pay No. of Posts
Post
1. Driver v 19900-63200 Level 2 03
O.M (Category
Roaster for recruitment
RBA SC
01 01 o1

References:- No. 918/Psy: 621,dated 20.09.2023 and
No. 762/Psy-621, dated 18.08.2023 of High court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh

Offline applications are invited from eligible candidates belonging to District Pulwama for partici-
pating in the selection process of drivers mentioned above in this notification who:

1. Belong to District Pulwama, however the candidates who are applying under SC category can apply
irrespective of the place of residence provided they are the domicile of UT of J & K.
2. Are domicile of Jammu and Kashmir in terms of S.0 166 dated 18.05.2020 issued by GAD,
Government of Jammu and Kashmir and those who are residents of District Pulwama for a period of
not less than 15 years before the date of applying and is actually residing in the area.
3. The candidates must be a Matriculate from a recognized School/ Board and must possess a valid
Driving Klcense with LMV/ HMV endorsement.
4, Minimum and maximum age shall be the same as prescribed by the Government in terms of the
Civil service regulations. Are having age as on 01.11.2023
a. Not below 18 years
b. Not above 40 in case of open merit.
¢. 43 yearsin case of SC/ST/RBA/ArC/0SC
d. 48 years in case of Ex-serviceman.
e. 40 years in case of candidates in Government Service/ Contractual employees.
f. the persons who are already engaged on adhoc or daily wage basis in the subordinate courts shall
be eligible to apply irrespective of the minimum and maximum standards of age ; and they shall be
deemed to be given relaxation in the minimum and maximum standards of age.
5. The candidates shall have to undergo a written test to determine the general Knowledge especial-
ly knowledge about the traffic rules. On the basis of merit obtained in the written test the candidate
shall be called for determining the Driving skills in the ratio of 1:5.
6. Driving skill shall be conducted for which an expert from the traffic department shall be coopted as
amember of the selection committee.
7.Cumulative grade of the marks obtained in the written examination and driving test shall form the
final merit.
8. A candidate must deposit fee of Rs. 300/- through demand draft from any j & k bank in the name
of Principal District and session judge Pulwama.
9. Call letters shall not be issued individually , however, wide publication will be given through elec-
tronic media and District courts official website about the venue /dates of the written test for the
information of eligible candidates.
10. The in-service candidates/ contractual employees shall submit photocopy of the filled up of of-
fline application form through proper channel viz the concerned Head of Deptt. In the event of failure
of the candidate to route the application through proper channel, his/ her eligibility shall be assumed
as if he/she is not in service candidate .The head of the Deptt. Concerned shall forward the applica-
tion form of the in-service candidate at the address of principal District and Session judge Pulwama
within the above referred period after filling their application form.
11. The last date for the submission of application forms as prescribed above shall be the cutoff date
for determining the eligibility to apply for the post. The age limit however is determinable with refer-
ence to the 01.11.2023.Any qualification/experience acquired after last date of receipt/Submission of
offline application formi.e 22.11.2023 shall not be taken into account for any purpose.
LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION FORM:
(a). Qualification certificate) Matriculate).
(b). Date of Birth Certificate) Matriculate).
( c) Domicile Certificate issued by the Competent Authority.
(d). Valid Driving License (LMV/ HMV).
(e). Category Certificate in case of candidate belonging to reserved category.
(f). Medical certificate to the effect that the candidate is fit to drive Vehicle.
Note: Application forms complete in all respects will be received from 10:30 a.m to 04: 30 p.min the
office of undersigned w.e.f 07.11.2023 to 22.11.2023.
Chairman Selection Committee
(Principal District and Sessions Judge)
Pulwama

PROCESS OF SELECTION:

There shall be a written test and skill test( driving test) , the following criteria are laid down for
conducting the test for determining the knowledge and the level of driving skills:

Subject
Part| Written test to determine the general knowledge and the traffic rules.
Part Il Based on merit obtained in the written test , the candidates shall be called
for determining the driving skills in the ratio of 1: 5
Chairman Selection Committee
DIPK-11527/23 (Principal District and Session Judge )

dated: 03-11-2023 Pulwama

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Jammu and Kashmir Power Transmission Corporation Ltd

Office Of The Executive Engineer Transmission Line
Maintenance Division-I (TLMD-I), Bemina, Srinagar
Ph. No. 0194-2492427, Email: xentimd1psdf@gmail.com/ timditech @gmail.com

TLMD-I, Bemina.

tion.

TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No: 18/JKPTCL/TLMD-1/SGR/2023-24; Dated: 03.11.2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir, e-Tenders (in Two Cov-
ers) fromreputed, experienced, competent and financially sound Civil Contractors/Firms/
Joint Ventures fulfilling the eligibility criteria specified in the standard bidding document
are invited online for the works detailed below.

e-Tenders need to be accompanied with a non-refundable Tender Fee in the form of De-
mand Draft pledged to Executive Engineer, Transmission Line Maintenance Division-I,
Bemina, Srinagar for Rs. 2000.00 (Rupees Two Thousand Only) on account of Cost of
Tender Document and EMD amounting to Rs. 170000.00 (One Lac and Seventy Thou-
sand only) in the form of CDR/FDR/BG as security deposit pledged to Executive Engineer,

Cover-I: The bidding process is online. However, hardcopies consisting of Tender fee and
EMD in accordance with General Terms and conditions of SBD (original instruments) in
cover-1should reach to the office of Executive Engineer, TLMD-I, Bemina, Srinagar (Phone
No. 9419181913) one day after the last date for online submission of e-Bid.

However, after opening of the tenders on-line, L1 Bidder will be called to submit his/her
Original/Photocopies of documents viz. relevant documents valid and renewed contrac-
tor License /Labour Registration Certificate, GST registration, PAN card, TIN No. and all
other documents related to the bid for synchronization with Techno commercial evalua-

Cover-II: The bidder shall upload online rates as per detailed BOQ enclosed as Annexure-A.
The rates shall be inclusive of all taxes etc.
The Standard Bidding Document shall be kept available at website http://jktenders.gov.

I, PART-B)

In.
S. No|Scope of the Work Estimated [Tender [EMD ([Timeof
Cost (in Fee Completion
Lac)
1. [STABILIZATION OF 132KV HABBAK-BADAMP- [84.893 Rs. Rs.1.70 |06 months
ORA-KANGAN-SUMBAL TRANSMISSION LINE 2000.00 |Lac

BY WAY OF PROVIDING PROTECTION WALL
TO THE EXISTING TOWER FOUNDATIONS AS
PER THE DETAILS GIVEN IN THE BOQ (PHASE-

The information regarding schedule of downloading of the tender document, seeking of
clarifications and submission dates thereof is as per the table below
CRITICAL DATES SCHEDULE
e-NIT No: 18/JKPTCL/TLMD-I/SGR/2023-24; Dated: 03.11.2023

From the office of Advocate

M.A Peerzada and Associates
In the case of :Abdul Rashid Sofi (Wani)S/0 Mohammad Akbar
Sofi(Wani) R/o Kursoo Padshahi Bagh Caveators)
Versus
Public at Large
(..Non-Caveators)
In the matter of : Caveat Petition u/s148 CPC.
That the Caveators are having reasonable apprehension
that any person/s may approach before this Hon’ble court
and may file any other proceedings against the caveators and
may get an ex-parteinterim order against the Caveators which
will be pre-judicial and against the rights, interests of the Cave-
ators and also against the express provisions of Law.That the
Caveators are seeking leave of this Hon’ble court to file caveat
against Public at Large as the caveators are having properties
in and around Srinagar District, Bandipora and Baramulla Dis-
trict such as properties at Raj Bagh, Dalgate, Chanapora, under
Survey no.'s 1083,1017,1023,1332, and 1365. It would be proper
that caveators be given opportunity of being heard by the
Hon'ble court before passing any order.
nj

PUBLIC NOTICE

Seeking Objections for CID Verification of Registered Society
In accordance with the requirements for applying to various
government projects and the renewal of our society, Innova-
tive-Minds Educational and Welfare Society, registered under
6593-S of 2014 in 2014, hereby notifies the public of our intent
to obtain CID verification for our society members. The society
members seeking CID verification are as follows:
1. Chairman/ President - Momin Hussain S/o Hyder Ali Banka
R/0 Malabuchan, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K -
193401
2. Vice- Chairman/ President - Syed Aga Amin S/0 Aga Syed Jaf-
fer Mousvi R/o Ahmadpora, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla,
J&K -193401
3. Secretary - Irfan Ali Banka S/o Nissar Ahmad Banka, Wazir
Bagh, Malabuchan, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K -
193401
4. Treasurer - Shamshada Rasool W/o Javaid Hussain Dar R/o
Malmooh, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla, J&K - 193401
5. Joint Secretary - Owais Ali S/0 Mohammad Yousuf Mir R/o0
Wanihama, Tehsil Beerwah, District Budgam, J&K - 193401
6. Executive Member - Nasir Ahmad Sofi S/o Mohd
Qasim Sofi R/o0 Malabuchan, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla,
J&K -193401
1 Executive Member - Kousar Ali Sofi S/o0 Gh Mohd
Sofi R/0 Sofipora, Tehsil Magam, District Budgam, J&K -193401
Objections can be submitted in person or in writing to:
Registrar of Societies, Kashmir
CID Headquarters, Kashmir
DC Office Baramulla
Objections must be received within 21 days from this notice's
publication date. Include your name, contact details, and sup-
porting documents, if any.

For inquiries, contact 6006506216.

Published on 4/Nov./2023 BMG

Notice For Revocation
Of Power Of Attorney

This is to inform the general public that I, Kanwal Krishan Bhat
S/0 Radha Krishan Bhat R/0 39/2 custodian quarter shivpora
,Batwar Srinagar that i had executed a power of attorney be-
fore the sub registrar jammu south in favour of Dwarka Nath
Bhat ,Raj Nath Bhat ,Kundan Lal Bhat and | have withdrawn
and cancelled the the same and have filed a proper motion for
cancellation/revocation of the said power of attorney.

bmg

1. Issue of NIT 03.11.2023
2 Dow i iddi :
3. Start date for seeking clarifications 03.11.2023 (02:00 PM)
4, End date for seeking clarifications 08.11.2023 (04:00 PM)
5. End date for replies to clarifications 09.11,2023 (04:00 PM)
6. E-Bid submission (start) date& time (uploading of e-tender|04.11.2023 (10:00 AM)
fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF formats)
7. e-Bid submission (end) date & time (Submission of e- 25.11.2023 (02:00 PM)
tender fee, bid security and other supporting documents in
PDF formats)
8. Last date for submission of Hard Copy of e-Bid 7.11.2023 (01:00 PM)
9. Online Techno-Commercial e-Bid opening date and time. 711.2023 (02:00 PM)
10.  \Venue of opening of Techno-Commercial-Bids Office of the Executive Engineer,
TLMD-I, Bemina
1 Cost of e-Bid document Rs.2000.00
12.  EMD Rs.170000.00

pate in the bidding process.

JKPTCL.

assigning any reason thereof,

e-mailing addresses.

No: TLMD-1/TS//23-24/18A/2221-25
DIPK-NB-4013/23
Dated: 03.11.2023

Only the bidders possessing the qualifying criteria as mentioned in the SBD should partici-

Clarifications can be sought from the office of the under signed (Phone No.
9419181913 )or on E-Mail addresses: timdItech@gmail.com

Before participating in the bids, the bidder shall visit the site of work, have first-
hand assessment of the tendered job and acquaint himself with the site of work and local
conditions. The bidder shall make first hand assessment of the expenses involved with
the actual execution of the contract at various sites and accordingly quote the prices.
Any item or items required for arriving at the goal corresponding to a particular job item
description in BOQ but not exclusively mentioned therein shall be treated to be included
in the particular job item description without incurring any further financial liability on

The Corporation (JKPTCL) reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without

The Bidders are advised to furnish and upload complete bidder address includ-
ing address of place of business along with all valid Landline/Mobile Nos /fax Nos plus

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

Transmission Line Maintenance Division-|,
Transmission (Kashmir), JKPTCL, Bemina, Sgr

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lost important Documents Aadhar, PAN Card with Kani
Shawl and Pashmena/Semi Pashmina Shawl in a black
Bag while travelling from Singlora to Narbal.

| Zahoor Ahmad Malik residing in Gund khawaja Qasim
Singpora , regretfully inform the public of a significant
loss. On 02-Nov.2023 while traveling from Singpora
to Narbal via motorcycle, | misplaced a bag containing
important documents with Aadhar, PAN Card and Kani
Shawl 12 No. and Pashmena/Semi Pashmina Shawl
10 number of Qutity. The bag along with important
documents, Aadhaar, PAN Card Kani Shawl, Pashmina
shawls is of great sentimental value to me, and the doc-
uments within hold significant importance. If anyone
has found or comes across a bag containing these docu-
ments and a shawls, please contact me at 9797100057
as soon as possible. A reward will be offered for the
safe return of the lost items. Your assistance in locating
these items would be greatly appreciated. Thank you
for your cooperation.

X S/d Zahoor Ahmad Malik
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5-Year Tenure Of SMC Ends On
Nov 5, JMC On Nov 14

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The five-year term of the Sri-
nagar Municipal Corporation (SMC)
is coming to an end on November 05,
while the terms of other urban local
bodies (ULBs) in Kashmir will end be-
tween October 28 to December 26 after
completion of five years.

Likewise, the term of the Jammu
Municipal Corporation (JMC) will
come to an end on November 14.

The term of Srinagar Municipal
Corporation will end on November 5,
which means the all-important local
bodies in the summer capital will cease
to exist for now until fresh elections
are held or the government comes up
with some alternative.

Last week, the Department of Law,
Justice, and Parliament Affairs com-
municated to the Housing and Urban
Development Department that the term
and duration of members of municipal
bodies shall expire after a lapse of five
years from the date their appointment
of first meeting.

The Law Department had cited sec-
tion 13 and section 14 of the Jammu &
Kashmir Municipal Act, 2000 and sec-
tion 5(1) of the Jammu & Kashmir Mu-
nicipal Corporation Act, 2000.

The elections for local bodies and
panchayats were held in 2018, be-
sides two municipal corporations in
Srinagar and Jammu, there are 76 lo-
cal bodies and 4,490 village panchay-
ats in J&K.

Jammu and Kashmir is also with-

out an elected government for the last
more than 5 years after BJP broke ties
with its alliance partner PDP in 2018
and the erstwhile state was divided
into two Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh on August 05,
2019 when the Centre abrogation Ar-
ticle 370 that gave special constitution
status to J&K.

The Centre also brought into being
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization
Act 2019, through which the erstwhile
state was downgraded to Union Terri-
tory and its special status was abrogat-
ed under Article 370.

So far as the term of local bodies in
Jammu and Kashmir is concerned, sev-
eral municipalities have ceased to exist
as their term ended after October 28.

Even though the term of some local

bodies has ended, while some will cease
to exist after completion of five years,
there is still no sight of elections to
these local bodies and village panchay-
ats as the government has maintained
complete silence over the issue.

As per details, terms of municipal
committee Kupwara and Bandipora
ended on November 02, while terms
of Langate and Handwara local bodies
would end on November 18. In Baram-
ulla district, the term of Baramulla mu-
nicipal council will end on November
09, while the term of Sopore local body
will end on November 4.

The 5-year tenure of Kunzer, Pat-
tan, Uri and Watergam local bodies will
also end tomorrow. The tenure of Hajin
and Sumbal municipalities will end on
November 18.

“ThiS Diwali let us

illuminate our homes

only with a product

which embodies the fragrance of the

tireless hardwork of one of my
countrymen, the talent of a youth
of my country and which has provided

employment to my countrymen. 99

- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Let us become vocal for local while doing festive shopping and fill
happiness in the lives of our artisan brothers

= \\‘A‘

#vocalforlocal

and sisters.

Upload your selfie with the product or artisan using
#vocalforlocal on mygov.in or share it directly with
the Prime Minister on NaMo app.

The Prime Minister will share some of those posts on his social media.

cbc 22201/13/0080/2324

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES:
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

JA

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

* PRAYERS
FAJR 5:28

HIUJRI ZUHR 12:14
CALENDAR | AsR  3:58
19 Rabi-Ul-Sani Magrib  5:39
1445 ISHA 7:00

This Day In History

1520- Danish Norwegian King Christian Il crowned
King of Sweden
1619- Frederick V crowned king of Bohemia
1846- American inventor Benjamin Palmer from
Meredith, New Hampshire, patents the artificial leg
1856- James Buchanan elected 15th US president
1862- American inventor Richard Jordan Gatling
patents the hand cranked Gatling machine gun in
Indianapolis
1864- Battle at Reynoldsburg Island near
Johnsonville, Tennessee: Confederate troops
bombard Union supplies and fleet destroying four
gunboats
1866- Kingdom of Italy annexes Venetia
1879 - African American inventor Thomas Elkins
patents the Refrigerating Apparatus [1]
1879- James Ritty patents first cash register, to
combat stealing by bartenders in his saloon in
Dayton, Ohio
1890- Great Britain proclaims Zanzibar as a
protectorate
1903- Panama and Colombia wake up to news that
the insurrectionists have declared an independent
Republic of Panama
1910- Russian Tsar Nicholas Il visits German
Emperor Wilhelm Il at Potsdam; they force
tentative agreements on spheres of influence in
the Middle East
1911- France & Germany sign treaty about Morocco
& Congo
1918- The Allied armistice with Austria-Hungary,
signed 3 November, goes into effect
1921- Japanese Prime Minister Hara Takashi is
assassinated by a right wing fanatic in Tokyo
1921- The Sturmabteilung or SA (the "Brown
Shirts") is formally established by Adolf Hitler
1922 - Howard Carter rediscovers the intact tomb of
the Pharaoh Tutankhamun in Egypt
1924~ Stanley Baldwin becomes Britain's Prime
Minister for a second time after a landslide victory
over Ramsay MacDonald's Labour Party
1929- Richard E. Byrd, Laurence McKinley Gould
and their polar expedition team begin a 2'2 month,
1500-mile dog-sledge journey into the Queen Maud
Mountains. The first exploration of the interior of
Antarctica.
1939- US allows "cash & carry" arms sales during
WWII
1942-13th day of battle at El Alamein: Afrika Korps
draws back
1944- German
Hurtgenwald
1946- United Nations Educational, Scientific, &
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) formed
1948- American-born British poet T. S. Eliot wins
Nobel Prize for literature
1950- US troops vacate Pyongyang, North Korea
1952- Republican candidate Dwight D. Eisenhower
is elected President of the United States, defeating
Democrat candidate Adlai Stevenson
1956- 200,000 Russian troops attack anti-Soviet
movement in Budapest, Hungary
1957- 2nd Soviet Earth-satellite launched
1958- Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli crowned as Pope
John XXIII
1958- Belgian minority government of Gaston
Eyskens resigns
1960- Mary Leakey and Louis Leakey discover first
Homo habilis jaw fragments (OH 7) at Olduvai
Gorge, Tanzania
1961- Konstantinos Karamanlis becomes premier of
Greece
1962- US performs atmospheric nuclear test at
JohnstonIsland
1968 - Battles between Jordanian army & Al Fatah-
arm forces

1970 - Russian nuclear physicist Sacharov forms
Human Rights Comittee

1972 - Bangladesh adopts constitution

1993 - Bolivia becomes a member of the Berne
Convention copyright treaty

2002 Chinese authorities arrest cyber-dissident He
Depu for signing pro-democracy letter to the 16th
Communist Party Congress

troops reconquer Schmidt
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America Waging War In Gaza: Nasrallah

Hezbollah leader says wider Mideast war possible if Gaza assault continues

Trans Asia News

BEIRUT: The leader of Leba-
non’s Hezbollah warned the
United States on Friday that if
Israel did not stop its assault
on Gaza then fighting on the
Lebanese front could turn into a
wider war.

A strong military force
backed by Iran, Hezbollah has
been engaging Israeli forces
along the Lebanon-Israel bor-
der in the deadliest escalation
since it fought a war with Israel
in 2006.

The Israeli military said seven
of their soldiers and one civilian
had been killed on the northern
border as of Friday. More than
50 Hezbollah fighters and 10
militants with allied groups, as
well as 10 civilians, including
a Reuters journalist, have been
killed on the Lebanese side of
the border.

“We are ready for all possibili-
ties,” Hezbollah leader said in a
televised speech, speaking for

the first time since the Israel-
Hamas war erupted on October 7.

“What’s happening now in
Gaza is not a usual war; it is not
like wars before. This is a de-
cisive conflict,” the Hezbollah
leader added.

Celebratory gunshots rang
out over Beirut as tens of thou-
sands packed into a square in
the southern suburbs of the
Lebanese capital to watch the
much anticipated televised
speech by Nasrallah.

"All possibilities on our Leba-
nese front are open and all op-
tions are on the table and we
can go to them at any time," he
threatened.

Calling Israel a mere Ameri-
can tool, Nasrallah blamed the
United States for the war in
Gaza and the high civilian death
toll and said a de-escalation in
the besieged enclave was vital
to prevent regional war.

“You, the Americans, can stop
the aggression against Gaza
because it is your aggression.

Whoever wants to prevent a
regional war, and I am talking
to the Americans, must quickly
halt the aggression on Gaza,”
Nasrallah said.

He added Hezbollah did not
fear the U.S. naval firepower
Washington has assembled
in the region since the crisis
erupted.

“Hezbollah is not intimidat-
ed” by the deployment of near-
ly a dozen US warships to the
Eastern Mediterranean. Your
fleets do not scare us, nor have
they ever, and we are all set for
them,” Nasrallah stressed.

Nasrallah condemned the U.S.
for backing Israeli aggression on
Gaza that has killed more than
9,000 people, mostly women
and children.

The Hezbollah leader said
President Joe Biden had made
a “fake argument that Hamas
cut off children’s heads (with-
out) evidence, but stayed silent
for the thousands of children in
Gaza who were decapitated and

YOUR AGGRESSION

“YOU, THE AMERICANS, CAN STOP THE
AGGRESSION AGAINST GAZA BECAUSEIT IS
. Whoever wants to prevent

aregional war, and | am talking to the Americans,
must quickly halt the aggression on Gaza,”

their limbs were torn apart” by
Israeli bombing.

Nasrallah said that further
escalation along the Lebanese

border between Israel and his
group - a Hamas ally - was
contingent on what happened
in the Gaza Strip, under assault

by Israeli forces since a deadly
Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 7.

Nasrallah’s remarks coincided
with a visit to Israel by U.S. Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken,
who said the US. had been
clear that it is determined there
should not be a second or third
front in the conflict.

Blinken was speaking to re-
porters in Tel Aviv following
meetings with Israeli leaders,
adding that Washington is com-
mitted to deterring aggression
from any party.

Nasrallah praised Hamas'
unprecedented incursion into
Israel in which the fighters out-
smarted Israeli forces and killed
over 1400 people, a significant
number of them soldiers.

“This great, large-scale opera-
tion was purely the result of Pal-
estinian planning and implemen-
tation,” Nasrallah said, suggesting
Hezbollah had no part in the at-
tack. “The great secrecy made this
operation greatly successful.”

He also said that Oct. 7 had

come as “proof that Israel is
weaker than a spider’s web”
and that one month into the
war, it allegedly “has not been
able to make any achievement.”

Israel considers the Iran-
backed Lebanese group its most
serious immediate threat, es-
timating that Hezbollah has
around 150,000 rockets and
missiles aimed at Israel, as well
as drones and surface-to-air
and surface-to-sea missiles.

Nasrallah also said that a vic-
tory for Hamas in Gaza against
Israel would be a victory for Pal-
estinians and not for Iran or any
other group. He described sup-
porting Hamas in the ongoing
fight against Israel as its 'duty’.

"A victory for Gaza against Is-
rael will not be a victory for Iran
or the Muslim Brotherhood, it
will be first and foremost a pa-
triotic victory for Palestinians,
but also for Egypt, Jordan, Syria
and Lebanon. It is therefore
our duty to support Hamas in
Gaza," Nasrallah said.

Israel Pushes Thousands
Of Detained Cross-Border
Workers Into War-Torn Gaza

L1
lE

Agencies

housands of Palestinians

from Gaza, previously work-
ing in Israel and the occupied
West Bank and then detained by
Israel, are being pushed into the
war-torn enclave, according to
media reports.

Footage showed some of the
workers returning on Friday
through the Karem Abu Salem
(Kerem Shalom) crossing in
Israel, east of the Rafah border
crossing between the besieged
Gaza Strip and Egypt.

It came after the office of Is-
rael’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Thursday
night that the “workers from
Gaza who were in Israel on the
day of the outbreak of the war
will be returned to Gaza”.

Workers crossing into the
Palestinian enclave said they
were detained and ill-treated
by Israeli authorities in the
wake of the October 7 attack
by Hamas, the group that rules
Gaza, on southern Israel. Some
still had plastic stickers carry-
ing numbers around their legs.

“We used to serve them,
work for them, in houses, in
restaurants, and in markets in
return for the lowest prices and
despite that, we were humiliat-
ed,” said Jamal Ismail, a worker
from the Maghazi refugee camp
in the central Gaza Strip.

Those from areas in northern
Gaza would have to stay in the
south after Israeli forces com-
pleted cutting off roads linking

the two parts of the enclave
late on Thursday, according to
Palestinian officials.

About 18,500 residents of Gaza
held permits to work outside the
besieged strip before the war
broke out. The exact number of
workers present in Israel as hos-
tilities began remains unknown,
but thousands are thought to
have been rounded up by the
Israeli army and transferred to
undisclosed locations.

Jessica Montell, executive
director of the Israel-based
human rights organisation
HaMoked, told Al Jazeera in
October that more than 400
families and friends of missing
labourers from Gaza had been
in touch with the organisation
since the beginning of the war.

A group of six local organisa-
tions, including HaMoked, peti-
tioned Israel’s High Court to dis-
close the names and locations
of the detainees and to ensure
humane holding conditions.

According to the petitioners,
some of the Palestinians were
detained in the Almon area as
well as in Ofer, near Ramallah,
and Sde Teyman, near Beer al-
Sabe (Be’er Sheva), in the south-
ern Naqab or Negev desert.

Al Jazeera’s Alan Fisher, re-
porting from East Jerusalem,
says that the legal challenge
from human rights groups ap-
pears to have convinced Israel
to start releasing the workers,
with about 3,200 believed to
have been taken to the Kerem
Shalom crossing.

US House Approves $14.5 Billion
Military Aid for Israel

Agencies

WASHINGTON: The House ap-
proved a nearly $14.5 billion
military aid package Thursday
for Israel, a muscular U.S. re-
sponse to the war with Hamas
but also a partisan approach
by new Speaker Mike Johnson
that poses a direct challenge
to Democrats and President
Joe Biden.

In a departure from norms,
Johnson's package required
that the emergency aid be off-
set with cuts in government
spending elsewhere. That tack
established the new House
GOP's conservative leader-
ship, but it also turned what
would typically be a bipar-
tisan vote into one dividing
Democrats and Republicans.
Biden has said he would veto
the bill, which was approved
226-196, with 12 Democrats
joining most Republicans on a
largely party-line vote.

Johnson, R-La., said the Re-
publican package would pro-
vide Israel with the assistance
needed to defend itself, free
hostages held by Hamas and
eradicate the militant Pales-
tinian group, accomplishing
"all of this while we also work
to ensure responsible spend-
ing and reduce the size of the
federal government.”

Democrats said that ap-
proach would only delay help
for Israel. Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.,
has warned that the “stun-
ningly unserious” bill has no
chance in the Senate.

The first substantial legisla-
tive effort in Congress to sup-
port Israel in the war falls far
short of Biden's request for
nearly $106 billion that would
also back Ukraine as it fights
Russia, along with U.S. efforts
to counter China and address
security at the border with
Mexico.

It is also Johnson's first big
test as House speaker as the
Republican majority tries to get
back to work after a month of
turmoil since ousting Rep. Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif, as speaker.
Johnson has said he will turn
next to aid for Ukraine along
with U.S. border security, prefer-
ring to address Biden's requests
separately as GOP lawmakers
increasingly oppose aiding Kyiv.

The White House's veto
warning said Johnson's ap-
proach “fails to meet the urgen-
cy of the moment” and would
set a dangerous precedent by
requiring emergency funds to
come from cuts elsewhere.

While the amount for Israel
in the House bill is similar to
what Biden sought, the White
House said the Republican
plan's failure to include hu-
manitarian assistance for Gaza
is a “grave mistake” as the cri-
sis deepens.

Biden on Wednesday called
for a pause in the war to allow
for relief efforts.

"This bill would break with
the normal, bipartisan ap-
proach to providing emer-
gency national security assis-
tance," the White House wrote
in its statement of administra-
tion policy on the legislation.
It said the GOP stance "would
have devastating implications

for our safety and alliances in
the years ahead.”

It was unclear before voting
Thursday how many Demo-
crats would join with Repub-
licans. The White House had
been directly appealing to
lawmakers, particularly call-
ing Jewish Democrats, urging
them to reject the bill.

White House chief of staff Jeff
Zients, counsellor to the presi-
dent Steve Ricchetti and other
senior White House staff have
been engaging House Demo-
crats, said a person familiar
with the situation and granted
anonymity to discuss it.

But the vote was difficult for
some lawmakers, particularly
Democrats who wanted to
support Israel and may have
trouble explaining the trade-
off to constituents, especially
as the large AIPAC lobby and
other groups encouraged pas-
sage. In all, two Republicans
opposed the bill.

Rep. Brad Schneider, D-III,
who voted against the pack-
age, said: “It was one of the
hardest things I've had to do.”

To pay for the bill, House Re-
publicans have attached pro-
visions that would cut billions
from the IRS that Democrats
approved last year and Biden
signed into law as a way to go
after tax cheats.

Modi, UAE President Discuss Situation In
West Asia; Share 'Deep Concerns' Over
Terrorism, Civilian Deaths

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday discussed the
situation in West Asia with UAE
President Mohamed bin Zayed, and
said they shared deep concerns over
terrorism, the deteriorating security
scenario and the loss of civilian lives
in the region.

In a post on X, Modi said they
agreed on the need for early resolu-
tion of the security and humanitar-
ian situation and that a durable re-
gional peace, security and stability
isin everyone’s interest.

The telephonic conversation be-
tween the two leaders came amid
the Israel-Hamas conflict.

They also reiterated their com-
mitment to continue to strength-
en bilateral cooperation in di-
verse areas within the framework
of the India-UAE Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, a PMO

statement added.

"Had a good conversation with
my brother HH @MohamedBinZa-
yed, President of UAE, on the West
Asia situation. We share deep con-
cerns at the terrorism, deteriorating
security situation and loss of civilian
lives," Modi said.

"We agree on the need for early
resolution of the security and hu-
manitarian situation and that a
durable regional peace, security and
stability is in everyone’s interest,"
Modi added.

Mobile Numbers Deactivated Or
Disconnected On Subscriber’s Request Not
Allocated For At Least 90 Days: TRAI to SC

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Mobile phone numbers
once deactivated for non-usage or dis-
connected on the subscriber’s request
are not allocated to new subscribers
for at least 90 days, the Telecom Reg-
ulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has
told the Supreme Court.

The apex court was hearing a peti-
tion raising concern about alleged
misuse of data, after a mobile number
gets disconnected or deactivated due
tonon-usage.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna
and SVN Bhatti, which considered the
TRAI's counter affidavit, noted a sub-
scriber can prevent misuse of What-
sApp data by deleting the WhatsApp
account attached with the previous
phone number and erasing the data
stored on the local device memory,

cloud ordrive.

“We are not inclined to proceed
further with the present writ petition,
as it is clear from the counter affidavit
filed by ... TRAI that the cellular mobile
telephone number once deactivated
for non-usage or disconnected on the
request of subscriber, is not allocated
to the new subscriber for at least a pe-
riod of 90 days,” the bench said.

“It is for the earlier subscriber to take
adequate steps to ensure that privacy is
maintained,” the top court noted in its
order passed on October 30. It further
noted that as per the information avail-
able on the WhatsApp help center, “to
eliminate enmesh/confusion in case of
re-cycled phone numbers, they monitor
account inactivity, and when an account
is inactive for 45 days and then the ac-
count is activated on a different mobile
device, the old account data is removed”.

Email:jkhpmcltd@gmail.com

T: 0194-2311312 (S)
F:0194-2311420 (S)
T/F: 0191-2476079 (J)

JAMMU & KASHMIR HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE MARKETING

Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B
PROJECT DIVISION IST SRINAGAR

OPPOSITE MASIJID IBRAHIM, HYDERPORA SRINAGAR PIN NO.190014
E-mail:- pcd.bypass@gmail.com,

TENDER NOTICE

& PROCESSING CORPORATION (jKH PMc) LTD | - E-tendering NIT No PD1%'-RnB-14 of 2023-24/1740-50
HORTICULTURE DEPARTMENT, JAMMU & KASHMIR GOVERNMENT

Dated:-02/11/2023
OprosiTE PresENTATION CoNVENT ScHooL, RaieagH, SriNAcAR-190008, J&K

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible
Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE FOR HIRING OF CONSULTANTS sho Name of Work AdvCost| U (Re) | Money (Rs) | Completon| Contractor | Accounts
. . . . . L o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
qu§uant to t.he Board decision t_aken in its 65th Board Meeting conducted b){ mrculatlpp, tr}e JK!-IPMC Ltd invites appllca.t|_ons from | |Construction of esting piace on Srinagar Barmulla-Un |RsA8:63| po oo [ Lo T o T TBEE | UT Capex Budget
eligible candidates on the prescribed format (Annexure -"A") as per the prescribed qualification given below from the Domiciles of UT Road at Boniyar Uri. i i Lacs : ’ Y “CEE” 2023
of J&K, for two (02) positions of Consultants, one each for Food Processing and Horti/Agri Business (Finance). The positions will be on 2. gg:g‘;‘ﬁ_‘l:’r':rgge(;‘;'l‘faﬁl':;fpg't‘;’]'"ag‘"Ba"““”“"”“ Re1863| Rs.800/- |Rs.37260/-| 20Days | .orn, |UTOAboxBudeet
contractual basis for a period of one (01) year initially and extendable for one year more on the basis of excellent performance with the 3, |Construction of resting place on Srinagar Barmulla-Uri  [Rs.18.63| o000 [ 37260/ | 20Days | BEE, |UTCapexBudget
approval of Board. The interested candidates can apply up to 20th November, 2023. The detailed advertisement along with application ggﬁgtf:;fg:fmel;;'m < oiace on Srnagar Bamuia-Un Rst;S% :EEEZ 5 Ca2gfgudget
form is available on the official website of the JKHPMC and can be downloaded from https://jkhpmc.jk.gov.in. 4. |Road at Hartrath (Kansi':wra,garamu,,a lacs | Rs-800/- |Rs.37260/-| 20Days | uope» 2023
PRESCRIBED, REQUIRED QUALIFICATION: 5. |Road at Hartrath (lanweers) Singhposa pattan | Lags | RSB0/ |Rs37260/-| 200ays | Lgpr, |UTCoEBuEet
S. No. |Resources Qualification & Experience Monthly Remuneration EOS_itiot"Aofﬂfu'!g; = énﬁi"fé"e( Com;’"‘,ivt:sg‘ B) Department Kashmi
. . . roject Authori = ief Engineer epartment Kashmir
© i Post Graduate in Food Process Engmee"ng / Food 45000 (+ 000 The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract
onsultant Food Processing, . . . [Rs. 45000 (+ Rs. 5000) as TA/
01 S Technology/ Horticulture / Agriculture Crop processing and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of date given below:-
(Horti/Agri Products Expert) . . . . conveyance charges. _
/ with 5 years of relevant experience in the field. 1. [Date of Issue of Tender Notice 03-11-2023
) . . : 2. |Period of downloading of bidding documents |03-11-2023
. . . Qua"fled CA or I_VIBA (.F'")/P‘?'DM _(Fm) _Wlth 5 years 3. |Bid submission Start Date 03-11-2023
02 Consultant Finance (Horti/Agri|of relevant experience in Horti/Agri Business related|Rs. 45000 (+ Rs. 5000) as TA/ 4. |Bid Submission End Date 13-11-2023 upto 4.00 P.M
i i i i . 5. [Date & time of opening of Bids 14-11-2023 at 11.00A.M in the office of Executive Engineer Project Division 1% Srinagar
Business ExPert) prolectsl and havmg kaIedge of - Commercial conveyance Charges L . Within 7days of receipt of LOI. The bidder as to provide 5% of allotted Cost as Performance
accountmg. 6. |[Submission of Performance Security (PS) Security in shape of CDR/FDR

No: PCD-1st/NIT/1740-50
Dtd:-02-11-2023

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
R&B Project Division 1st, Srinagar

No: JKHPMC/MD/23/2142-43
Date: 02.11.2023

DIPK-NB-4022-23
DT: 03/11/2023

Managing Director

JKHPMC DIPK-11523-23

DT: 03/11/2023
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DHSK Disengages
Irregular Part-Time
Sweeper Appointments
Calls For Disciplinary Action Against Officials Responsible

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Directorate
of Health Services Kashmir
(DHSK) has taken decisive ac-
tion by ordering the immediate
disengagement of all part-time
sweepers who were engaged
without following proper pro-
cedures. The move comes after
it was discovered that these ap-
pointments were made in vio-
lation of due process.

As per the order issued by
the Deputy Director of Health
Services Kashmir, all Chief
Medical Officers, Medical Su-
perintendents, and Block Med-
ical Officers across the region
have been directed not to use
the services of these part-time
sweepers any further. They
have been warned that failure
to comply with this directive
will hold the respective Draw-
ing and Disbursing Officer
(DDO) personally responsible
for any associated liabilities.

The order clarifies, "As per the
direction of the administrative
department, it has been direct-
ed to disengage all part-time
sweepers who were engaged
without any due/proper pro-
cedure forthwith and identify
the officers/officials who were
responsible for the same so that
disciplinary proceedings, as
warranted under rules, shall be
initiated against them for mak-
ing such engagements without
following proper procedure.”

The Health and Medical Edu-
cation (H&ME) department had
on October 16 written to the
DHSK Kashmir to disengage
all part-time sweepers and
submit an action taken report
within one week.

Moreover, the process of san-
itation had been outsourced,
leading to unpaid wages for
these part-time sweepers, as
their appointments were not
covered by regular budget al-
locations.

In response to this issue,
the H&ME department direct-
ed DHSK to disengage these
sweepers and submit an ac-
tion report within a week. The
department cited unnecessary
continuation of these services,
given the shift to an outsourc-
ing model for sanitation activi-
ties, and also underlined the
lack of a legal basis for retain-
ing these part-time sweepers.

The H&ME department, in its
latest communication, reiter-
ated the need to disengage the
part-time sweepers and submit
an action report. It also pointed
out the necessity of complying
with the orders of the Supreme
Court and addressing the issue
of arrears for the petitioners, in
line with Finance Department
recommendations.

Additionally, the H&ME de-
partment expressed dissatis-
faction with the incomplete
information provided by DHSK
regarding the issue and urged a
more proactive approach in han-
dling such matters in the future.

"... your attention is brought
to your office letter No. DHSK/
Legal/7078516/248-49  dated
09.10.2023 where under you
have simply forwarded the in-
formation, that too incomplete,
without proposing any action
to be taken against the delin-
quent officers/officials. This
post office disposal may kindly
be desisted from henceforth,”
the order reads—(KNO)

India Should Help Establish
Peace In Palestine: Dr Farooq

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: India should help in
finding ways to establish peace
in Palestine, National Confer-
ence president Farooq Abdul-
lah said after a meeting of the
leaders of the Peoples Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)
here on Friday.

PDP chief Mehbooba Mulfti,
CPI(M) leader M
Y Tarigami and

National  Confer-
ence (NC) leader
Hasnain  Masoodi

were also part of
the meeting held
at Abdullah's resi-
dence at Gupkar
here.

The leaders, how-
ever, said the surprise meeting
was not a meeting of the PAGD
an alliance of four political par-
ties seeking the restoration of
Article 370 which was abro-
gated by the Centre in August
2019.

"This is not a meeting of the
PAGD. We met today because
Mehbooba ji and I hadn't met
for a long time. We discussed
some issues, especially the sit-
uation in Palestine," Abdullah,
who is also the president of the
PAGD, told reporters after the
meeting.

"We expressed concern over

cided that we should make a
request to the prime minister.
First, we thank him for the
aid that India sent there. But
what is needed the most is that
peace gets established there,"
the NC president said.

Abdullah expressed regret
over India's abstention from
voting on the United Nations
resolution on the Israel-Hamas
conflict. "When
we can talk about
Ukraine, talking
about Palestine is
important as well,"
he said.
| Abdullah said the

situation is "like
what happened in
South Africa during
the apartheid."

"Children, men, women, el-
derly are getting killed like they
are not humans. Cities have
been levelled and the people
there are digging through the
debris with their bare hands as
they have no machines," he said.

The Government of India
should raise its voice on the is-
sue and find ways for peace to
prevail, the Lok Sabha MP from
Srinagar said.

"The country of Mahatma
Gandhi should raise its voice...
We want our voice to reach the
powers that be and tell them
that it is enough and it should

that (Palestine issue) and de- stop," he said.

THOUSANDS OF DEVOTEES CONVERGED at the Khanyar shrine of Sheikh Syed Abdul
Qadir Jeelani (RA), popularly known as Peer Dastgeer Sahib, on the occasion of Friday
following Urs of the revered saint.

KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

BORDER FLARE-UP

Farmers In Border Areas In Crisis

As Non-Local Labo

Press Trust Of India

ARNIA: Farmers in the border
areas of Arnia in Jammu and
Kashmir are facing a grave
shortage of labourers for the
harvest of Basmati rice fol-
lowing cross-border firing and
shelling last week.

Most of the labourers who
come from other parts of India
have left the area following the
ceasefire violation.

As the farmers raised seri-
ous concern over any delay in
harvesting, the administration
on Thursday sent mechanical
harvesters to the area for cut-
ting the crops.

The cross-border shelling
by Pakistan Rangers, the first
major ceasefire violation since
2021, started around 8 pm
Thursday last in the Arnia area
of R S Pura sector and lasted
around seven hours, leaving
two BSF jawans and a woman
injured.

"We are facing difficulty in
harvesting Basmati crop due to

a shortage of labourers. Most
of the labourers who come
from outside Jammu and Kash-
mir have fled the area follow-
ing cross-border shelling and
firing last week," Ram Singh, a
farmer, told reporters here.
While rains damaged the
crops in the second week of
October, the cross-border fir-
ing and shelling affected the
farmers further, he said.
Scores of families were seen

urers Leave

engaged in harvesting them-
selves in the fields in various
hamlets along the Internation-
al Border (IB) in Arnia.

Treva Sarpanch Balbir Kour
said, "We have been provided
harvesters by the administra-
tion for their use by farmers of
border areas.”

Kour said farmers can get
themselves registered with
the agriculture department for
harvesting using the machine.

Revenue Department Acts Tough
Against PSGA Defaulters

Govt Committed Towards Providing Time Bound Services To Citizens: Dr Singla

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Revenue Depart-
ment, acting on directions is-
sued by Chief Secretary, Dr
Arun Kumar Mehta, in a recent
review of the department, has
directed the Deputy Commis-
sioners to act tough against
defaulters of Public Service
Guarantee Act, 2011 and initi-
ate disciplinary action.

In a communication issued to
the Deputy Commissioners, a
list of 57 Revenue Tehsils, where
an inordinate delay in delivery
of online Revenue Services has
been noticed, has been shared
with the Deputy Commissioners
with directions to issue notices
to the concerned officers and
solicit cause of delay. Further,
they have been directed to pro-
ceed and take warranted action
under the provisions of Public
Services Guarantee Act, 2011.

Speaking on the sidelines of

review of activities being un-
dertaken by sub ordinate offic-
es as part of Vigilance Aware-
ness Week, Secretary, Revenue,
Dr Piyush Singla, said that the
Government is fully committed
towards providing time bound
services to citizens and officers
acting casually in disposal of
services will be taken to task.
He said that regular monitoring
of online service delivery is be-
ing undertaken.

Secretary reviewed the activi-
ties being undertaken as part of
Vigilance Awareness Week and
was informed that while integ-
rity pledges were organised in
Revenue Offices at Tehsil, Niabat
and Patwar levels, awareness
camps were also held to acquaint
people with the services being
provided online. They were also
informed that under PSGA, 2011
time bound service delivery has
been guaranteed and they can
appeal in case of an inordinate

delay in delivery of service.

Dr Singla also reviewed the
processing of Regular Depart-
mental Action /| Complaint cas-
es in the department. He was
informed that in the last few
months 80 cases have been tak-
en up and 20 cases have been
disposed off in this week alone.

Secretary, asked for expe-
dited processing of the under
process cases. He said such ac-
tions are important for creat-
ing effective deterrence.

LG Sinha Visits World
Skill Center In Odisha

‘Our Institutions Need To Connect Industry
Needs, Workplace Change And Skills’

Observer News Service

BHUBANESWAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha visited
the World Skill Center, a pre-
mier advanced skill training
institute established by the
Government of Odisha in Bhu-
baneswar, on Friday.

He was accompanied by Dr
Mandeep Kumar Bhandari,
Principal Secretary to Lt Gov-
ernor and Sh Saurabh Bhagat,
Commissioner/Secretary, Skill
Development Department, J&K.

The Lt Governor took a walk-
through of the facility, lab and
interacted with trainees and
teachers.

In his remarks, the Lt Gover-
nor said the World Skill Center
is playing a vital role in upskill-
ing Odisha youth and preparing
them for future ready careers.

He highlighted the need to
replicate the institute’s best
practices and training por-
grammes in other parts of the
country as well in order to
impart high-quality engineer-
ing and non-engineering skill
training and novel process of
mentoring and enabling train-
ees to sharpen their skills.

“Our institutions need to
connect industry needs, work-
place change and skills. Train-
ing modules should leverage
technology and address prob-
lems of demand and skill gap,
nurture young talents and cre-
ate a cadre equipped with spe-
cialized knowledge to contrib-
ute to the growth of developed
India,” the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor said rapid
industrialization and expo-
nential growth of technology

eEm—

demand high skill sets and ca-
pabilities for ensuring better
employment opportunities for
the youth in the skill sectors.

We must explore every pos-
sibility to move the young
workforce from the less pro-
ductive informal sector to more
productive formal sectors, he
added.

The Lt Governor lauded en-
deavors of the Odisha Govern-
ment under the ‘Skilled in Odi-
sha’ initiative.

At the World Skill Center,
the Lt Governor also talked
about the ongoing industrial-
ization in Jammu Kashmir and
the unique initiatives of the UT
Administration to develop J&K
as hub of innovation and skill
development.

Subroto Bagchi, Chief Advi-
sor to Government of Odisha,
Institutional Capacity Build-
ing; Ms Alka Misra, Chairper-
son, Odisha Skill Development
Authority and other senior of-
ficers of Government of Odisha
were present.

Later, the Lt Governor inter-
acted with officials of Startup
Odisha and discussed the re-
forms made by the team in
building the startup and inno-
vation ecosystem in the state.

Startup Odisha team in-
formed the Lt Governor about
'O Hub', a state-of-the-art In-
cubation facility which aims to
register more than 5000 start-
ups by 2025.

Executive Chairman, Startup
Odisha, Dr. Omkar Rai enumer-
ated the notable achievements
and future growth plans of
Startup Odisha.

Azad Targets Congress For
Joining Hands With NC, PDP

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party (DPAP) chair-
man Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Friday hit out at the Congress
for joining hands with the Na-
tional Conference and the PDP
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Addressing a public meeting
in Doda, he also targeted the
NC and the Peoples Democratic
Party over their stand on the
abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution, which gave Jam-
mu and Kashmir special status.
Azad said the Congress ear-
lier won seats in Jammu and
Kashmir because of his efforts.
"Now all three parties - NC,

Congress and PDP - have come
together. They level allegations
against us. They are merely
helping in division of votes....
The NC, Congress and the PDP
have united to ensure the BJP's
victory," he said.

Azad formed the Democratic
Progressive Azad Party after
quitting the Congress in August
last year.

He said it was a belief in the
Congress that his departure
would lead to the demise of the
party in Jammu and Kashmir,
prompting it to align with the NC
in order to survive in the region.

He also criticised the Nation-
al Conference over its dynastic
politics.

NORTHERN RAILWAY Jomr—

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr.DEE/G/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders (www.ireps.gov.in) against below
tilled Tenders. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date and time only.

Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

DC Shopian Inspects
SDH Zainapora

Stresses For Providing Better Healthcare
Facilities; Interacts With Patients, Took
Feedback Of Services Provision

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Faz Lul L
Haseeb inspected Sub District Hospital Zainapora and took stock
of medical health facilities being provided to the patients there.
The DC convened a meeting of health functionaries attended
by CMO, Shopian, Dr. Arshad Hussain Tak, BMO, Zainapora and
doctors and other staff. BMO apprised the DC about the issues
faced in the hospital. The DC assured them that their genuine

GOVT. OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT

DISTRICT HOSPITAL PULWAMA

Telefax:- 01933-241530 | E-mail :- dhpulwama@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE
Dated 31/10/2023

MEDIUM
For and on behalf of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Sealed
tenders are invited with a revenue stamp of Rs 5/= along with a CDR
of Rs 20000/= (Rupees Twenty Thousand Only) pledged to Medical
Superintendent District Hospital Pulwama for refilling of 9.4/ 10 ltr
water capacity Oxygen cylinders (Medium) type B with 1360 Lliters of
oxygen filled in the cyclinder should be 1.8 kgs and cyclinder pressure

issues would be looked into and taken up with higher authori- as 140 kgs/ cm2-
ties for early redressal.

The DC also inspected Emergency Ward, Gynae Ward, OPD BULK
and other wards and stressed upon health functionaries to pro- 2.

vide healthcare services to the patients with utmost sincerity.
He also interacted with the patients and enquired about their
wellbeing and sought feedback from them.

He stressed on adopting a caring and compassionate attitude
towards the patients.

During the inspection, the DC stressed on ensuring round the
clock presence of doctors to ensure seamless medical care is
provided to the patients.

During his visit to Zainapora, DC also took stock of activities
of departments in the subdivision.

DIPK-11517-23
DT: 03/11/2023

Refilling of 46.6/ 47/47.2/48/49 ltr water capacity oxygen cylinders
(Bulk) type D, with 6800 Ltrs of oxygen having purity above 93%. The
net weight of 6800 Ltrs of oxygen filled in cylinder should be 9.0 kgs
and cylinder pressure as 140 kgs/ cm2.
The tenders, complete in all respects, along with the necessary documents,
should reach the office of the undersigned up to November 9, 2023, until 2 pm.

No:MS/PUL/Acctts/3417
Dated:-31/10/2023

Medical Superintendent
District Hospital Pulwama

Earnest
App. Cost Completion| Opening of Website

Tender No. Name of Work (in Rs.) (l\illnogz)-/) Period Tender Particulars

Electrical work in c/w

Provision of basic amenities

like toilets, benches, sheds,
251-Elect- | Watering  facilities  for 24.11.2023
T.38/2023 | merchants and other|1,12,94,457.21 | 2,06,500.00 Mfr?ths after | www.ireps.gov.in

-24 miscellaneous improvement 15:00 Hrs.

works at Jalandhar City and

Kartarpur Railway Stations

on JUC-ASR Section

251-Elect/T.Notice No. 31-Elect/2023-24 Dated: - 03.11.2023
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

3445/23

AWANTIPORA, KASHMIR.

1UST Tele: 01933-247954/247955. Website: www.iust ac.in

Tender for Supply and Installation of Liquid Chromatography
- Mass Spectrometer (LC-MS) Instrument

For and on behalf of Vice Chancellor Islamic University of Science and Technology, Awantipora,
tenders in Two Cover System (Technical & Financial Bid) are hereby invited from original
manufacturers/authorized dealers (having specific authorization from their original manufacturer/s
to quote against this tender as per the format provided in Annexure — B of the tender for supply and
installation of Liquid Chromatography — Mass Spectrometer (LC-MS) Instrument as detailed in the
tender document/BOQ.

Tenders shall be submitted in the office of Dean, Health Sciences by or before 24-11-2023. The
detailed tender document can be had from the office of Procurement and Stores, IUST or can be
downloaded on the University website www.iust.ac.in.

The tenders must accompany with the cost of Tender document in the shape of Demand Draft
favoring to Islamic University of Science & Technology, payable at Awantipora and earnest money
deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR from any Nationalized /Scheduled Bank pledged to Islamic
University of Science and Technology Awantipora.

No: IUST/Reg PS/DHS/2023/340 DIPK-NB-4006-23 Sd/-
Dated: 03-11-2023 DT: 03/11/2023 Dean, Health Sciences/Principal Investigator
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The momentum

of theinitial dialogue
could be channelised by
India, along with the US,
to arrive at a permanent
solution acceptable to
both Israel and Palestine.
Given the recent
increasing alignment
between India and Egypt
including shared concerns
on the threat of terrorism
emanating from the
current crisis, Cairo could
also be roped in the peace-
making process given the
latter’s vital stakes in the
existence of a peaceful
and stable Gaza bordering
the Sinai Peninsula.

Sociopaths In Suits

By Andrew Mitrovica for Al Jazeera
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he conflagration between

Israel and Hamas has added

further to the instability

plaguing the current inter-
national order along with other con-
flicts such as the conflict in Ukraine.
With the intensifying of the Israeli
offensive in Gaza, there has emerged
the danger of the current clash spill-
ing over the current borders and
engaging other regional players in-
cluding Iran and its proxies such as
Hezbollah, Saudi Arabia and even the
US and China. In addition to having
adverse implications upon the politi-
cal, economic, and other spheres of
West Asia, the worsening situation
in the Gaza strip has also raised con-
cerns in India as well. Along with the
effects on crude oil prices and energy
supplies, the conflict also has led to
fears of the potential derailment of
the Israel- Saudi normalisation talks
as part of the 2020 Abraham Accords
which is crucial for the success of In-
dia included initiatives such as the
12U2 (India, Israel, US, and UAE) and
the India- Middle East Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEC). Given its
high stakes in the region, New Delhi
cannot afford to remain as a bystand-
er in the current conflict.

India finds itself in a unique posi-
tion with regards to its relationship
with both Israel and Palestine. While
the Indo- Israeli ties have witnessed
new bounds under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi since the lat-
ter’s visit to Tel Aviv in 2017 and
thereby becoming the first Indian
PM to do so, at the same time New
Delhi has also maintained its solidar-
ity with Palestine since the time of
the Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion (PLO) government in 1974. This
was also reflected in the reiteration
of India’s ‘longstanding and consis-
tent policy’ of the two-state solution
of peaceful co-existence of Israel and
Palestine while also condemning the
actions of Hamas on October 7 in a
call to Israeli PM Benjamin Netan-
yahu by Modi. At the same time, PM
Modi also reached out to Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas while
also heeding to the latter’s request
for humanitarian aid by sending an

IAF- C17 flight carrying nearly 6.5
tonnes of medical aid and 32 tonnes
of disaster relief material to Egypt
for delivery to the beleaguered Gaza
population. Moreover, there have
emerged voices, such as the Pales-
tinian Ambassador to India, Adnan
Mohammad Jaber Abualhayjaa, who
sought the active role of India in per-
suading Israel for a ceasefire and al-
lowing distribution of humanitarian
aid while acting as a mediator be-
tween Tel Aviv and Ramallah.

In view of the above, India should
not hesitate to play a more proactive
role in brokering a peace deal be-
tween Israel and Palestine. This op-
portunity also comes at a time when
there have emerged stumbling blocks
in the relationship between Israel
and China. The generic and ambigu-
ous stance taken by China on the at-
tacks of October 7 and Israeli actions
while not actively denouncing Hamas
or even referring to it in its official
statement has ruffled feathers in the
Israeli administration. Matters have
also been aggravated by the stabbing
of an Israeli diplomat stationed in Bei-
jing by an unknown assailant and the
vetoing of the US drafted resolution
on the condemnation of the Hamas
attack and the release of hostages by
China, along with Russia in the UN
Security Council. This downgrading
has been further exacerbated by the
removal of Israel or its name from the
maps of online Chinese platforms of
Alibaba and Baidu.

India should not hesitate to take
advantage of this situation in Sino-
Israeli ties and be the first one to
broker a peace deal between Tel
Aviv and Ramallah in the manner
of the Iran- Saudi détente brought
about by China in April 2023. Such
a deal will not only serve Indian in-
terests by raising its stature in the
eyes of Israel and Arab states, but
also further cement the ties between
New Delhi and Tel Aviv. This can be
used to bolster the Indian strategic
presence in the Haifa port a crucial
part of the IMEC which also forms
a part of the Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).

While supporting the Israeli

:Palestine Peace ,
kered By India?

right to self-defense, India should
also try to convince Tel Aviv that not
all Gazans are supporters of Hamas
and hence prevent the targeting
of critical civilian infrastructure
such as hospitals while allowing
the entry of more humanitarian aid
through its blockade. At the same
time, New Delhi should also influ-
ence Tel Aviv to open backchannel
diplomacy with the Palestinian gov-
ernment and other moderate actors
in Gaza to bring about a halt to the
current conflict and start the initial
process to dialogue and reconcilia-
tion. At this juncture, India along
with the US could also remind Is-
rael of the long-term costs and con-
sequences of intensified offensive
in Gaza which would be detrimental
not only to Israeli security but also
the entire region.

On the other hand, the momen-
tum of the initial dialogue could be
channelised by India, along with the
US, to arrive at a permanent solution
acceptable to both Israel and Pal-
estine. Given the recent increasing
alignment between India and Egypt
including shared concerns on the
threat of terrorism emanating from
the current crisis, Cairo could also
be roped in the peace-making pro-
cess given the latter’s vital stakes in
the existence of a peaceful and stable
Gaza bordering the Sinai Peninsula.

While China, or certain sections
of its military apparatus view the ‘se-
vere thrashing of Israel’ as a necessi-
ty in its future war against US in the
Middle East, India sincerely seeks
the establishment of peace and stabil-
ity in the Levant not just for its own
interests but for the benefit of all in
the spirit of Vasudaiva Kutumbakam
where ‘The World is One Family.’

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

Anuraag Khaund is pursuing PhD
in International Politics (IP) from
Central University of Gujarat (CUG)
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or all their genteel embroidery and grand
honorifics, the mundane men who lead West-
ern “democracies” in Washington, DC, Lon-
don, Paris, Berlin, Ottawa and Canberra, and
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Skyrocketing Airfares
Worry Tourism Players,
Locals In Kashmir

By Auqib Javed for
Kashmir Observer

ven as the major roads and

highways connecting Kash-

mir Valley with the rest of

the world remain open, the
soaring airfares between Srinagar
and New Delhi have significantly
surged in recent days causing con-
cern among tourism players as well
as the locals here.Traveling one-way
from New Delhi to Srinagar now costs
around Rs 15,000.

Sonam Lotus, The Beloved
Weatherman, Bids Farewell
To Kashmir’s Skies

By Observer News Service

n an order that is certain to trig-
ger a wave of sadness across the
Kashmir Valley, the adminis-
tration has transferred Sonam
Lotus, the Director of Meteorological
Department to take over as the head of
Meteorological centre in Leh.
Lotus served the Valley for close to
a decade and performed his job almost
like a ‘weather God,’ forecasting rains
and sunshine to the point of their ac-
tual duration. It was almost like he
made it happen and vanish.

Metro Rail In Srinagar,
Jammu To Be A
Reality Soon: LG

By Observer News Service

ieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha said on Wednesday that
the dream of metro rail in the
twin cities of Srinagar and
Jammu will become a reality soon,
while asserting that smart mobility to
optimize transportation services for
harmonious balance with ecology is
the top priority of his administration.
The LG was addressing a gathering
after launching 100 electric buses under
Srinagar Electric Bus Project here on
Wednesday. He also flagged off a fleet of
75 e-buses at Nishat Bus Terminal.
E-buses will ply on 15 intra-city
routes and 2 inter-city routes and will
be running a minimum of 200 KM per
day from 8 AM to 8 PM.

part, have been at the heart of decades of discrimi-
nation and suffering.

70-Hour Work Week? Young Indians
Should Seize The Opportunity

By Bharti Mishra Nath
forNDTV

the mostly men-in-waiting aching to take their place,
are just sociopaths in tailored suits.

A War Where Humanity is
on Trial Now

xcept MNCs, Indian IT and ITeS sector, con-

sulting firms, central government which

work five days a week, most other sectors -

retail, hospitality, healthcare, several Indian
conglomerates, police, armed forces, manufacturing -
have six days working week. So, the brouhaha around
Mr Murthy's comment is emanating from those who
see a potential threat to their five days weekly work-
ing. Professionals - doctors, lawyers, chartered accoun-
tants, architects, journalists - and entrepreneurs, big
or small, work long hours, even working on Sundays
and holidays to serve clients and gain the extra edge in
the tough marketplace.

By Sonia Gandhi for

oth mentally and physically exhausted, The Indian Express

I find myself grappling with the unend-

ing fear of losing my family or my home

while reporting on this unfolding catas-

trophe. I bear a heavy responsibility, as I report

in English, a language in short supply within

Gaza, to communicate the stark reality of the situ-
ation to the world.

Gaza: Each Day Seems
Darker Than the Last

By Hind Khoudary for Institute
of War and Peace Reporting

he power of the Israeli state is now focused
on exacting revenge from a population that
is largely as helpless as it is blameless. The
destructive might of one of the world’s
most potent military arsenals is being unleashed
upon children, women and men who have no part
in the Hamas assault; they, instead, for the most
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November Reads for Your
Autumn Bookshelves

KO Web Desk

Autumn bugles in its own routine. It’s often associated
with warm clothes, a cosy muffler, a cuppa tea and a
book to read. Here’s a collection of new releases by
Aleph Book Publications and Rupa Publications that
you can buy to upgrade your reading shelf and realise
your reading goals for 2023.

The Assamese: A Portrait of a Community
By Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty

POF!TRJH'E —

‘Aami kun? Who are we?’

So begins journalist Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty’s
enquiry into the diverse cultures and peoples of Assam.
Her book looks in detail at all the varying aspects of the
land and its people—the astonishingly diverse physical
appearance of the Assamese and what it reveals about
their origins; the multiple kingdoms and rulers of the
region from antiquity onwards, of whom the Ahoms
are the best known; the Assamese language and its rich
linguistic provenance; the folk beliefs and celebrations
of Assamese culture, such as the three Bihu festivals,
which cut across boundaries of caste and religion; the
significance of the mighty Brahmaputra, the Red River,
in the lives of the people; the quintessential food, drink,
and cooking techniques to be found across the region;
the many distinctive forms of cultural expression that
are found nowhere else in the country—clothes, jewel-
lery, literature, music, dance, cinema, drama, and art;
and, finally, the politics of the state and how it informs
the nature of contemporary Assam. Full of colourful an-
ecdotes and unforgettable pen portraits, The Assamese
is the first major attempt to provide a comprehensive
and nuanced portrait of one of India’s oldest and most
distinctive communities.

The Greatest Malayalam Stories Ever Told
By Selected and translated by A. ]. Thomas

MALAYALAM

A, |. THOMAS

The Greatest Malayalam Stories Ever Told is a collec-
tion of fifty brilliant short stories translated from the
Malayalam. Selected and translated by poet, editor, and
translator A. J. Thomas, this collection includes estab-
lished masters such as Karoor Neelakanta Pillai, Vai-
kom Muhammad Basheer, Lalithambika Antharjanam,
Ponkunnam Varkey, Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai, S. K.
Pottekkatt, Uroob, O. V. Vijayan, M. T. Vasudevan Nair,
and Paul Zacharia, as well as accomplished new voices
such as N. Prabhakaran, C. V. Balakrishnan, Aymanam
John, Chandramathi, and others.

‘The Farmer’ by Thakazhi and ‘The Speaking Plough’
by Varkey deal with the trials and tribulations of vil-

lage life. In Pilllai’s story ‘Wooden Dolls’ and Kesadeva’s
‘The Oath’, we encounter the seemingly simple, but in-
trinsically complex personalities of three rural women
characters. In his classic story ‘The World-renowned
Nose’, Basheer, the master satirist, resorts to biting
satire to expose human vanity. In Antharjanam’s ‘Dhi-
rendu Majumdar’s Mother’, the mother emerges as the
revolutionary heroine of the Partition of 1947 and the
Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. ‘Humans and Ani-
mals’ by Nandanar narrates an unbelievably macabre
incident from the horrors of Partition. In O. V. Vijayan’s
masterpiece, ‘The Hanging’, the reader is drawn into a
father’s sorrow over the death of his child. Madhavik-
kuty in ‘Scent of a Bird’ draws in bold strokes the exis-
tential angst of a modern woman who wishes to make
a career for herself. P. Vatsala’s story ‘Pempi’ describes
the plight of Adiyar tribal women. M. T. Vasudevan Nair,
in his celebrated story, ‘Vision', underlines the freedom
and liberated state of women choosing for themselves.
‘Photo’ by M. Mukundan is a harrowing story about
child molestation. Zacharia, in his inimitable style, tells
the story of an eccentric and reclusive masseur-physi-
cian who is challenged by a patient to heal her in ‘The
Garden of the Antlions'. Sara Joseph’s ‘Sweat Marks’
shows how caste elites come together to dupe a bril-
liant Dalit student. These and other stories in this col-
lection portray with brilliance and nuance the complex
tapestry of the Malayali experience down the ages.

The Night Has a Thousand Eyes: My Favourite Stories
of Love, Warmth, and Friendship
By Ruskin Bond

MY FAVOURITE STORIES OF
L OVE, 'WARMTH, AND FRIENDSHJP

The Night Has a Thousand Eyes is the newest col-
lection of heartwarming stories from the master sto-
ryteller Ruskin Bond. It includes classics like ‘Angry
River’, ‘The Cherry Tree’, ‘The Blue Umbrella’, ‘Friends
of My Youth’, ‘The Night Train at Deoli’, and two new
delightful stories that have never been published be-
fore. The title story, ‘The Night Has a Thousand Eyes’,
traces the narrator’s journey from London to India and
his encounter with an ambassador’s daughter. In ‘High
Wiater’ the protagonist ventures near a beach where he
finds a mysterious companion. These thirty-six moving
stories of ordinary people who encounter extraordi-
nary moments of warmth, tenderness, companionship,
and grace in their lives once again show why Ruskin
Bond is India’s most beloved writer.

There Is No Misery Where There Is No Want: Life
Lessons from India’s Spiritual Masters

What is the path to a joyful, peaceful, fulfilling life?
What do we need to transform the way in which we
lead our everyday lives? How do we cope with pain,
unhappiness, fear, desire, loss, and bad luck? The
world’s greatest philosophers, gurus, and spiritual sa-
vants have pondered these questions for millennia and
have come up with insights and answers that will help
us lead better lives.

This volume collects together profound wisdom
from some of the world’s greatest teachers including
Swami Vivekananda, Adi Shankara, Lal Ded, Hazrat
Nizamuddin, the Buddha, and others.

Of Spins, Sixes and Surprises: 50 Defining Moments
in Indian Cricket
By Shom Biswas and Titash Banerjea

Nothing comes even remotely close to the excite-
ment that cricket evokes in both the young and the
old in India. Cricket in India is a religion, with cricket-
ers revered as gods. While we have grown up watch-
ing cricket on our televisions, we have felt the tension,
euphoria and joy that cricketers on the field may have
experienced while playing.

Of Spins, Sixes and Surprises: 50 Defining Moments
in Indian Cricket is a humble attempt at reliving those
occasions. Authors Shom Biswas and Titash Banerjea
present an amazing journey of Indian cricket, from
the time when the greatest Indian cricketer of his time
(Ranji) used to represent another country (England) to
a time when India has become the nerve centre of the
world game. The emergence of women’s cricket also

E SPINS, ®
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50 Defining Moments in
INDIAN CRICKET
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forms a key theme.

Kanchenjunga Whispers: Legends and Tales from
The Elgin
By Rea Oberoi

Enchanting tales and vivid storytelling at its best
from the land of Kanchenjunga.

Rea Oberoi takes you on an unforgettable adventure
through a land of sacred, wish-fulfilling places; count-
less legends; supernatural presence; and mysterious
myths. Daughter of legendary hotelier—the late Brij Raj
‘Diamond’ Oberoi, who took the Elgin group of heritage
hotels to new heights—Rea weaves a narrative that im-
mediately transports you to the Himalayas and stirs
your wanderlust.

In Kanchenjunga Whispers, discover forest sha-
mans, bodhisattvas, hidden tribes, gods and goddess-
es and travel with them to the valley of flowers, the
ruins of an ancient kingdom, sacred forests, magical
caverns and mythical monasteries. Venture into the
land of the thunderbolt and rolling tea gardens and
join the author as she forages for Himalayan gold and
tries to cross over to Shambhala—the land of enlight-
ened beings.

With hair-raising accounts that unfold as darkness
settles over the misty mountains and road trips that
take you to uncharted realms, this collection will also
give you a glimpse of the author’s Himalayan home,
where Sansar (the visible world) meets Moksha (the
soul).

Join Rea on this fulfilling journey of self-discovery
and surround yourself with soaring mountains and the
sweet aroma of the tea gardens.

Green Pearls of India: Tracing the Roots of Sacred
Trees
By V. Sundararaju

Itis undeniable that primitive man worshipped trees
with singular impartiality in reverence of their life-
giving nature. Throughout the world, every culture has
formed enduring bonds with trees, and in appreciation
of their inherent spiritual value, some have even been
singled out for special veneration. India is no different.
Here, too, people, irrespective of religion and race, re-
vere and worship trees.

In Green Pearls of India: Tracing the Roots of Sacred
Trees, V. Sundararaju captures the essence and beauty
of 27 such sacred trees. He vividly describes the reli-
gious, social, economic, ecological, cultural and medici-
nal values of each and explores the stories and legends
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associated with them. From the origins of the ‘germ-
killer’ tree and ‘sorrow-removing’ tree to the trees as-
sociated with Lord Shiva and Gautam Buddha, this me-
ticulously researched and richly illustrated book o”ers
us a glimpse of the devotion that our ancient culture
has shown towards sacred trees.

A must-read for environmentalists, scholars of
religion and ecology, and people interested in the
continued connection between spiritual practice
and the natural environment, this book not only
appreciates the special place that these trees have
in our lives but also underscores the fact that com-
munion with nature is indispensable for healing our
planet.

Gain Your Financial Freedom with the 1% Formula
By Deepak Mullick

DEEPAK MULLICK

GAIN
YOUR
FINANCIAL

FREEDOM

with

% FORMULA @
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Can you ever stop working for money?

Do you know how much corpus is enough?

How do you turn your investments into a sustainable
income source?

If your answer is no to any of these, then you need to
pick up this book now!

Most people end up exhausting their lives chasing
money as an end goal without focusing on turning
their investments into a sustainable income source,
consequently, ignoring other dimensions of life such as
health, family and personal passions.

In Gain Your Financial Freedom, investment veteran
Deepak Mullick

+ simplifies planning framework for financial free-
dom,

« analyses asset classes and makes a distinction be-
tween ones that can earn you your financial freedom
from the ones that will cost you your freedom, and

* Recommends a simple mutual funds-based ap-
proach to participate in Indian equities for an acceler-
ated path to financial freedom.

Gain Your Financial Freedom also contains stories
of people who used the 1% formula and created a nest
egg without giving in to stress, anxiety or overwork.
This book is a must-read for anyone who wants long-
term wealth creation and a comfortable lifestyle off
that wealth so that they don’t have to keep working for
money.
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Cutting-Edge Al Raises Fears About Risks To Humanity.
Are lech And Political Leaders Doing Enough'?

Associated Press

hatbots like ChatGPT wowed the

world with their ability to write

speeches, plan vacations or hold

conversations as good as or argu-
ably even better than humans do, thanks
to cutting-edge Artificial Intelligence (AI)
systems. Now, frontier AI has become the
latest buzzword as concerns grow that the
emerging technology has capabilities that
could endanger humanity.

Everyone from the British government to
top researchers and major AI companies are
raising the alarm about frontier AI's as-yet-
unknown dangers and calling for safeguards
to protect people from its existential threats.

The debate comes to a head on Wednes-
day, when British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak hosts a two-day summit focused on
frontier Al It’s reportedly expected to draw a
group of about 100 officials from 28 countries,
including US Vice President Kamala Harris,
European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen and executives from key US arti-
ficial intelligence companies including Ope-
nAl, Google’s Deepmind and Anthropic.

The venue is Bletchley Park, a former
top secret base for World War II codebreak-
ers led by Alan Turing. The historic estate
is seen as the birthplace of modern com-
puting because it is where Turing’s team
famously cracked Nazi Germany’s Enigma
code using the world’s first digital program-
mable computer.

In a speech last week, Sunak said only

governments — not AI companies — can
keep people safe from the technology’s
risks. However, he also noted that the UK’s
approach “is not to rush to regulate,” even
as he outlined a host of scary-sounding
threats, such as the use of Al to easily make
chemical or biological weapons.

“We need to take this seriously, and we
need to start focusing on trying to get ahead
of the problem,” said Jeff Clune, an associ-
ate computer science professor at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia focusing on Al
and machine learning.

Clune was among a group of influen-
tial researchers who authored a paper last
week calling for governments to do more to
manage risks from Al It’s the latest in a se-
ries of dire warnings from tech moguls like
Elon Musk and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman
about the rapidly evolving technology and
the disparate ways the industry, political
leaders and researchers see the path for-
ward when it comes to reining in the risks
and regulation.

It’s far from certain that AI would wipe
out mankind, Clune said, “but it has suffi-
cient risk and chance of occurring. And we
need to mobilize society’s attention to try to
solve it now rather than wait for the worst-
case scenario to happen.”

One of Sunak’s big goals was to find
agreement on a communique about the na-
ture of Al risks. He’s also unveiling plans
for an AI Safety Institute that will evalu-
ate and test new types of technology and
propose creation of a global expert panel,

ChatGPT

inspired by the UN climate change panel,
to understand AI and draw up a ‘State of Al
Science’ report.

The summit reflects the British gov-
ernment’s eagerness to host international
gatherings to show it has not become isolat-
ed and can still lead on the world stage af-
ter its departure from the European Union
three years ago.

The UK also wants to stake its claim in
a hot-button policy issue where both the US

and the 27-nation EU are making moves.

Brussels is putting the final touches on
what’s poised to be the world’s first compre-
hensive Al regulations, while US President
Joe Biden signed a sweeping executive or-
der Monday to guide the development of Al
building on voluntary commitments made
by tech companies.

China, which along with the US is one
of the two world AI powers, has been in-
vited to the summit, though Sunak couldn’t

say with ‘100% certainty’ that representa-
tives from Beijing will attend.

The paper signed by Clune and more
than 20 other experts, including two dubbed
the ‘godfathers’ of AI — Geoffrey Hinton
and Yoshua Bengio — called for govern-
ments and AI companies to take concrete
action, such as by spending a third of their
research and development resources on
ensuring safe and ethical use of advanced
autonomous Al

Frontier Al is shorthand for the latest
and most powerful systems that go right
up to the edge of AI’s capabilities. They’re
based on foundation models, which are
algorithms trained on a broad range of
information scraped from the internet to
provide a general, but not infallible, base
of knowledge.

That makes frontier AI systems “dan-
gerous because they’re not perfectly knowl-
edgeable,” Clune said. “People assume and
think that they’re tremendously knowl-
edgeable, and that can get you in trouble.”

The meeting, though, has faced criticism
that it’s too preoccupied with far-off dangers.

“The focus of the summit is actually
narrow,” said Francine Bennett, interim
director of the Ada Lovelace Institute, a
policy research group in London focus-
ing on Al

“We risk just forgetting about the
broader set of risk and safety” and the
algorithms that are already part of ev-
eryday life, she said at a Chatham House
panel last week.

Government Of Jammu And Kashmir

Youth Services & Sports Department
Civil Secretariat, Jammu/Srinagar

Rules 2023.
Notice

Gazetted Cadre.

same.

No. YSS5-Adm/161/2023-02-YS&S

the following rules namely:

1. Short Title & Commencement:

Recruitment Rules 2023.

(Mohammad Ayub)
Deputy Secretary to the Government
Youth Services and Sports Department

Dated: 25.10.2023. &

Youth Services and Sports Department
Civil Secretariat, Jammu/Srinagar

Subject: Formulation of Jammu & Kashmir-Youth Services and Sports
Outstanding Sportsperson (Gazetted) Service Recruitment

Whereas, the Youth Services and Sports department vide Government
order No. 44-JK(YSS) of 2023 dated: 11.10.2023 has created J&K Sports
Cadre for outstanding sportspersons in the Youth Services and Sports
Cepartment alongwith the creation of 10 posts of Chief Coach in the

Accordingly, the YSS department has drafted the J&K YSS outstanding
sportsperson (Gazetted) service Recruitment Rules 2023 annexed as
Annexure A for inviting objections of all the stakeholders concerned as per
the instructions of Circular No. 03-ARI & Trgs of 2023 dated: 22.09.2023.
The objections with valid documentary proof must reach to the office of
Secretary to the Government, Youth Services and Sports Department
within 15 days from the publication of this notification on official mail:
jkyss1234@gmail.com. The objections received after the stipulated time
period shall not be entertained and the department shall place the draft
recruitment rules before the Standing Committee for finalization of the

Vi

4, Strength and Composition of the Service:

(1) The authorized permanent and temporary
strength of the cadre and the nature of the posts

included therein shall

these rules:

Provided that the Government may create

be determined by the
Government, from time to time and shall at the
initial constitution of the service under these rules,
be such as specified in the Schedule-I annexed to

under the Jammu

temporary posts in the cadre or the service for
specified period or purpose as may be considered

necessary from time to time.

10. Residuary Matters:

(2) The Government shall, at the interval of every

five years or at such other intervals as may be
necessary, re-examine the strength and composition
of the cadre of the service and make such

alternations therein as it deems fit.

5. Qualification & Method of Recruitment:

1. No person shall be eligible for appointment or promotion to any post
in any class, category or grade in the service unless hefshe possesses

the qualifications as laid in Jammu and Kashmir (Appointment of

\‘( Outstanding Sports Persons) Rules, 2022 notified vide S.0. 12 dated

06.01.2022 read with S.0. 412 dated 02.08.2023 and fulfills other

requirements of recruitment as provided in the rules and orders for
the time being in force.

2. Appointments to a service or class shall be made:

By promotion or by transfer from another service of class; or

b. By direct recruitment; or

per the provision of the Jammu and Kashmir (Appointment of
outstanding Sports persons) Rules, 2022 notified vide 5.0 12 dated 1

the members of

rules/regulations and orders applicable to the State Civil

Service in general.

11. Interpretation:

If any question, arises relating to the interpretation of these
rules, the matter shall be referred to the Administrative
Department whose decisions thereon shall be final and

binding.

9. Maintenance of Seniority Lists:
Seniority of the members of the service shall be regulated
Control and Appeal) Rules, 1956 and strictly as per the years
of their quota against which they were appointed. The

Administrative Department shall maintain an up to date and
final seniority list of members of the service.

In regard to matters not specifically covered by these rules,

By order of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir.

Schedule- 1 to0 S.0

and Kashmir Civil Services (Classification,

the service shall be governed by the

(Sarmad Hafeez) IAS
Secretary to the Government
Youth Services & Sports Department

dated  -10-2023

Annexure A . Partly by (2) and partly by (b) in the ratio and in manner mentioned
against each post in Schedulle-II appended to these rules. Gazetted
Government of Jammu and Kashmir 3. Provided that all the posts under direct recruitment shall be filled as s.No Designation Pay Level :fu;bs:;

(Chief Sports Officer

Level-11 (67700-208700) 03

section 309 of the constitution of India, the Lt. Governor hereby makes

06.01.2023 read with S.0. 412 dated 02.08.2023.

(Appointment of outstanding Sports persons) Rules, 2022 notified
vide S.0. 412 dated 02.08.2023, and promotion quota to Public
Service Commission and Departmental Promotion Committees, as per
SRO-166 dated: 14-06-2005.

(1) These rules may be called the Jammu & Kashmir-Youth
Services and Sports Outstanding Sportspersons (Gazetted) Service

6. Probation:

servants shall be as provided in the general rules.

District Sports Officer| Level-10A(56600-179800) 11

NOTIFICATION 4. Provided further all posts to be filled by promotion shall be filled ] -
through Departmental Promotion Committee/Public ~ Service 3 planager Level-8A (50700-160600) | 20
rneeer 202 Eaninisig. , Level-8 (47600-151100) | 20
5. The departments shall refer vacancies in the direct quota to the 4 [Chief Coach
SO:___ In exercise of the powers conferred by the provision to Committee constituted under Rule 3(2) of the Jammu and Kashmir ?

Sc - 5.0

(Sarmad Hafeez) IAS
Secretary to the Government

¥ruith Sarvices & Snnrte Nenartmeant

-10-20

dated: 03-11-2023

. (1) Persons appointed to the service either by direct D&K Outstanding Sportspersons (Gazetted) Service
(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in recruitment or romotion shall be “on probation for two - i
the Govemment Gazette, years” and meIEchnﬁrmation for class or I;,:eﬂ;egor\,( shall be Qlass Ceingocy neslgnetion ey L pehod ot Recriomient
R i : o made under the provisions of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Services If A [Chief Sports |Level-11 100% by promotion from
% Defﬂ!ﬁ;';:'ggrg'tgﬁﬂ::;‘;‘ﬂf;ﬂ%?ﬁd“&ﬁ'fﬁr@qwm' (Classification, Control and Appeal) Rules, 1956. Officer . (67700- Class-TI  Category “A”

b. “Government” means the Government of Jammu and 208700) having atleast 05 years
Kashmir: (2) The pay of a person appointed to the service under these substantive  service as

c. "Rules” means the Jammu & Kashmir-Youth Services and rules shall be regularized as per the provisions of Jammu and Divisional Sports Officer.
Sports Outstanding Sportspersons (Gazetted) Service Kashn'!ir Civil ‘Services Regulations or General Rules as issued 10 A District Level- 100% by promotion from
Recruitment Rules 2023, from time to time. Sports 10A(56600- Class-III  Category “A"

d. “"Administrative Department” means the Department of Officer 179800) having atleast 05 years
the Govermment in the Civil Secretariat holding the 7. Reservation in appointments: substantive service as
‘;Agarréinistrative charge of the service; Manager.

e re” means the cadre of the service; i 4

f. “Member of the Service” means a person appointed to a While making appointments by promotion, reservation shall be H o g '(E;'—f-:;giq éltLOS?be %’22232:?\? frg;:l
post in the (Gazetted) Service under the provisions of made in accordance with the rules and orders issued from time 160600) having atleast 04 vyears
these rules; to time for members of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled substantive  service as

g "Service” means the Jammu and Kashmir Youth Services Tribes/Backward Classes or any other category or class of Chief Coach.

& Sports Outstanding Sports persons (Gazetted) Service; permanent residents of UT under the provisions of Jammu and v A |chief Coach |Level-8 (47600 a)50% by direct rectt.
Kashmir Reservation Act, 2004 & the Reservation Rules in 151100) under outstanding

h. “Schedule” means the schedule(s) annexed to these force. sportspersons category
rules; (Gazetted guota).

i. Words and expressions used in the these rules but not 8. Eligibility of Government Servants for Direct b)50% by promotion from
defined, shall have the same meaning as are assigned to Recruitment: Class-1  Category “A”
them in the Jammu and Kashmir Civil Services (Senior Coach of J&K
(Classification, Control and Appeal) Rules 1956/Jammu A person already in the Government service may apply through Outstanding Sportspersons
and Kashmir Civil Services Regulations. proper channel for direct recruitment to a vacant post in any (Subordinate) service)

particular class or category in the service if he/she possess the having atleast 3 years

3. Constitution of Service: educational and other qualifications prescribed for recruitment substantive service.

I. From the date of commencement of these rules to such dass or category of post under Jammu and Kashmir
there shall be constituted the “the Jammu & (Appointment of outstanding "Sports persons) Rules, 2022
Kashmir-Youth Services and Sports Outstanding notified vide S.0. 12 dated 06.01.2022 read with S.0. 412 (sarmad Hafeez) IAS
Sportspersons (Gazetted) Services”. dated 02.08.2023. The upper age limit of such Government DIPK-11551/23 Secretary to the Government

Youth Services & Sports Department




NEWS

K ASHMIR OBSERVER

SRINAGAR | SATURDAY | 04.11.2023

09

India 'bright spot' amid despondency and
churn in geopolitical landscape: Army chief

New Delhil India remains a
"bright spot” in the world amid
an unprecedented churn in the
global landscape arising out of
geopolitical upheavals such as
the escalating conflict in West
Asia and the Russia-Ukraine
war, Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande said on Friday.

In an address at the
Chanakya Defence Dialogue,
he said New Delhi's outlook for
engagement with the world is
focused on respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity
of all nations as well as peace-
ful resolution of disputes,
comments that came against
the backdrop of the festering
border standoff with China in
eastern Ladakh.

Gen Pande also said India is
establishing defence wings in
new locations around the world
and that the Army is keen to
enhance the scope and scale of
joint military training and exer-
cises with friendly foreign part-
ner nations.

"The globalised world that we
once applauded is now fraught
with difficulties. It is moving
towards decoupling, de-risking
and perhaps de-globalisation.
Amidst such despondency it is
my belief that India remains a
'bright spot’," he said.

Delving into current geo-
political upheavals, he empha-
sised on the need to take note
of growing salience of national
security in international affairs
and the "renewed currency" of
hard power.

"Our outlook emphasizes re-
spect for sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of all nations,
equality of all, peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes, avoidance of
use of force and adherence to
international laws, rules and
regulations.”

The Chief of Army Staff said
India's commitment towards
positively engaging all stake-
holders has been "unwavering
and enduring" over the years.

"In the military domain,
we understand our role in the

multilateral engagement ar-
chitecture. We are keen to en-
hance the scope and scale of our
joint exercises, interoperability,
sub-regional perspectives and
sharing of best practices, with
our friendly foreign partner na-
tions," he said.

"To give a fillip to our defence
cooperation outreach, we are
establishing Defence Wings at
new locations across the world."

"The challenges we face are
significant but so are the oppor-
tunities and collective wisdom
and strength,” the Army Chief
added.

Gen Pande highlighted the
"unprecedented churn in global
landscape” that has set into mo-
tion a chain of events as well as
some new trend lines.

"Amongst others, we need to
take particular note of the grow-
ing salience of national security
in international affairs and the
renewed currency of hard pow-
er," he observed.

"The pandemic, which began
as the health crisis and ended
up as a national security event,
closed on the heels of the cata-
clysm in Ukraine," he said.

.n’f

"We are now faced with an
escalating conflict in West Asia.
These instabilities and challeng-
es are compounded by notable
economic turbulence and the
weaponisation of a multitude
of attributes and domains from
information to supply chains,”
he said.

The Army Chief said issues
like radicalisation, terrorism, pi-
racy, illegal migration, refugees
and climate change, add to the
bouquet of global concerns.

Strategic affairs expert, Lisa
Curtis said that Indo-Pacific is
turning out to be a region of
growing competition. Towards

this Quad, a non-military
grouping, is likely to emerge
as a successful multilateral

organisation.

She  acknowledged that
China's influence in the region
will continue to grow.

In his address, Gen Pande said
India has a credible voice at the
world stage, "one that is distinct,
rooted in Indian ethos and effec-
tive in articulating the concerns
of the Global South".

"India shares common in-
terests and values such as

democracy, human rights and
rule of law with our partners
and like-minded countries. This
alignment of shared values cre-
ates a solid foundation for coop-
erative security efforts," he said.

"The spin-offs of these collab-
orative efforts are not restricted
to security but transcend into
the economic realm, innova-
tion and technology, capacity
building, multilateral problem-
solving and diplomacy as well,"
he said.

"Our initiatives are bedrock in
the Indian way."

The Chief of Army Staff said
the technology is driving geo-
politics like never before trans-
forming not only strategic com-
petition but also war fighting.

"In fact technology is emerg-
ing as a new strategic arena of
geo-political competition. Even
as grey zone contestations in
non-traditional domains seem
to be expanding, so is the prob-
ability and arch of all out con-
flicts," he said.

The Chief of Army Staff noted
that not only is the "Cold-War"
peace dividend "dwindling, the
world seems to be fracturing in
myriad ways."

He said "new divisions" are
coming to the fore between the
East and the West as also be-
tween the global North and the
Global South.

"An agile, resilient and con-
sumer-driven economy has
enabled us to brave the eco-
nomic downturns of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict," he said.

The 'Chanakya  Defence
Dialogue' has been organised by
the Indian Army in partnership
with Centre for Land Warfare
Studies (CLAWS).

The Dialogue aims to carry
out a comprehensive analysis
of security challenges in South
Asia and the Indo-Pacific with a
focus on crafting a roadmap for
collaborative security measures
in the region to fortify India's
position as a "ready, resurgent,
and relevant” stakeholder in the
region.

Judicial system can't allow economic
circumstances to become death
warrants, says HC on dowry case

New Delhi: The judicial system
cannot stand by and allow the
economic circumstances of a
woman's parents to become
her death warrants in her mat-
rimonial home, the Delhi High
Court has observed, emphasis-
ing the need to address with a
heavy hand the issue of dowry.

The high court made the
observations while refusing
to interfere with a trial court
judgment awarding 10-year
jail to a man in a case of dowry
death and cruelly towards his
wife.

The HC said the appeal filed
by the man challenging the
trial court's order pertains to
2009 and he has been on bail
for over 14 years. The man had
remained in custody for four
years and 11 months. The HC
directed him to surrender to
serve the unexpired portion of
his sentence within 30 days.

The man and the woman got
married in March 1999 and a
girl child was born to them in
January 2000. The woman's
parents had said in the state-
ment that she was being sub-
jected to harassment for non-
fulfilment of dowry demands

of her husband and his family.

The woman committed sui-
cide at her matrimonial home
in May 2000 by hanging her-
self to a ceiling fan.

Justice  Swarana  Kanta
Sharma said the case presents
a tragedy in which continuous
demands of dowry made by
the husband pushed his wife
into despair so profound that
she felt compelled to take her
own life.

"This serves as a reminder
of how the forces of greed can
often eclipse the sanctity of
human life and the bonds of
matrimony. The collective ex-
perience of victims of dowry
death, as narrated through
their near ones after their
demise as also visible in the
present case, lays bare the ex-
cruciating psychological trau-
ma that women endure when
subjected to dowry demands ,"
the high court said.

"It signifies a significant
failure in our societal mindset.
The courts cannot side with
people who perpetuate this
failure,” the judge said.

The court said the step tak-
en by the deceased woman to

take her own life speaks vol-
umes about the deafening cry
in the silence of death.

It is a reminder that, in her
absence, the courts must step
in to become the voice of those
who can no longer speak for
themselves, the judge said.

The court said this case lays
bare the anguish of a married
woman who found herself
trapped in her marital home,
enduring relentless torment
akin to custodial violence since
she was not even permitted to
call her parents on phone or
visit them.

Her suffering reached a point
where she was denied even the
most basic necessities, such as
food and clothing, compelling
her to borrow clothes from her
sister, it noted.

"To subject a woman to a life
akin to a slave merely because
of her marital status is an egre-
gious injustice. When parents
arrange their daughters' mar-
riages, they do so with hopes
and dreams, never anticipating
that their cherished child will
be stripped of the fundamen-
tal necessities they have been
accustomed to since birth.

Delhi HC upholds 10 yr jail term for
man who sexually exploited minor son

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has upheld the convic-
tion and 10-year sentence
awarded to a man for sexu-
ally exploiting his four year old
son, saying the crime was not
only against the individual but
the fabric of the society and
family.

Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain,
in an order released on Friday,
dismissed the father's appeal
against the trial court orders
of conviction under POCSO
Act and the Indian Penal Code

and sentence, holding that the
crime of the appellant, who
was under a social, familial
and moral duty to protect his
son, cannot be taken lightly.

"[tis a crime not only against
the individual but against the
fabric of the society and fam-
ily," said the court as it held
that the prosecution proved
beyond reasonable doubt that
the man committed aggravat-
ed penetrative sexual assault
upon his son.

"The trial court also ob-
served and considered that
the child victim was aged 4

years at the time of incident
when the appellant sexually
assaulted him. The trial court
has already taken lenient view
against the appellant and there
is no reason to interfere in the
punishment awarded to the
appellant. The present appeal
is accordingly dismissed," the
court concluded in its order.
The court observed that
child sexual abuse was a seri-
ous problem impacting a large
numbers of children and it de-
served adequate attention of
every stakeholder connected
with administration of justice.
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Govt Cracks

Department(s) to desist from all such un-
called for demonstrations and strikes: an act of
serious indiscipline and misconduct”, the order
reads.

“The Departments are also impressed upon
to take strict disciplinary action against any
such employee(s) found involved in organizing
demonstration(s) and strike(s), in terms of rule
mentioned supra”, the order reads further.

Pertinently, this is the second strict directive
passed by the Union Territory administration to
its employees in the last 10 days.

On October 23, the administration prohibit-
ed all officials working on the e-office platform
from accessing any sensitive data for which
they do not have explicit authorisation from
the competent authority.

In a circular issued by the general adminis-
tration department, Commissioner-Secretary
Sanjeev Verma had said unauthorised ac-
cess to sensitive data is a breach of the extant
Information Technology (IT) rules.

Govt’s Vision

16 students on an average are available in the
region.

“Pupil teacher ratio in J&K is well within the
prescribed national norms and In case of gov-
ernment Schools, it is 1:14,” it reads.

According to the 2047 vision document, cur-
rently an adequate number of schools, almost
28,805 for 27.18 lakh students, i.e. one school
for 94 students on an average are available in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“With a network of 28,805 schools, at least
23,117 government and 5,688 other manage-
ment and total enrolment of over 27.18 lakh
students from Pre-Primary to class XII, the
School Education Department plays a vital
role in the economy as well as in the overall
development of the Union Territory of J&K,” it
reads—(KNO)

Unwanted Newborns

centers should be easily visible, accessible
24/7, and open year-round,” the order reads.
According to a report, approximately 10 babies
are left at garbage dumps each month by their
parents, making these locations perilous for
newborns.

Duja expressed his concern, stating, “It is
shocking that even newborns with conditions
like autism, Down syndrome, or disabilities are
being abandoned at dumping sites and other
locations. Therefore, it is imperative to es-
tablish cradles at these locations without any
delay.”

Commissioner Secretary to Government
SWD, Sheetal Nanda didn’t respond to phone
calls of this reporter.

However, Dr Anupa Sharma, Child protection
officer in Mission Vatsalya J&K told Kashmir
Observer that the government has set-up cra-
dle centers in 10 districts of the UT so far and
work is underway to establish such centers in
other districts as well.

“We have specialised adoption agencies
for that in social welfare. We have also cradle
points for abandoned babies in 15 district

hospitals so far” Sharma said.

She further added that the idea for such
points is to take care of those babies who are
abandoned by their parents.

Delhi Gasps For

recorded on November 12, 2021.

During a review meeting, the Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM) decided
to monitor the air pollution situation for a day
or more before implementing stricter curbs.

It said curbs under Stage IIl of the Graded
Response Action Plan were implemented only
a day ago; and it is reasonable to allow time to
have their full impact on AQI in the region, ac-
cording to an update shared in the evening.

As the dense and pungent haze lingered over
Delhi-NCR for the fourth consecutive day, the
concentration of PM2.5, fine particulate matter
capable of penetrating deep into the respira-
tory system and triggering health problems,
exceeded the safe limit of 60 micrograms per
cubic metre by seven to eight times at multiple
locations throughout the region.

The Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
stage 3 has already been implemented in the
national capital with a complete ban on con-
struction or demolition activities. Deploying
anti-smog guns and re-launching the ‘Red light
on, Gaadi off’ campaign are among the mea-
sures taken by the Delhi government and other
agencies.

Anti-smog guns have been deployed in sever-
al places like Anand Vihar, Kashmiri Gate ISBT,
ITO, Pusa Road, Jahangirpuri, Narela Industrial
area, and Burari Crossing, officials said.

Under the final stage (Stage IV) of GRAP, only
CNG, electric, and BS VI-compliant vehicles
from other states are allowed to enter Delhi,
with exemptions granted to those involved in
essential services.

It also includes work-from-home directives
for 50 percent of staff in government and pri-
vate offices. Stage IV also recommends banning
all medium and heavy goods vehicles not en-
gaged in essential services in the capital.

Meanwhile, a war of words erupted between
the AAP and the BJP over the deteriorating air
quality, with AAP minister Rai asking Union
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav to be-
come more active in addressing the problem.
He said it's not just the national capital but the
entire north India that is breathing polluted air.

The BJP accused Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal of incompetence and making false
promises and said he is more dangerous to
people than the stifling air endangering them.

Party’s national spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
noted that Kejriwal had sought a year’s time
exactly on this day in 2022 to curb pollution
in the national capital and dared him to hold a
press conference on the issue to highlight what
steps his government has taken.

He has been in power for close to nine years
but has taken no solid step to deal with the
menace of pollution, Bhatia claimed.

The demand for air purifiers and masks
meanwhile has shot up in Delhi-NCR amid in-
creasing levels of pollution in the region, mer-
chants and pharmacists said.

“We have seen a 20-25 per cent increase in

the demand for air purifiers in the last couple
days. Due to the deteriorating condition of air
quality in the city, more and more people are
now looking to purchase air purifiers,” a shop-
keeper based in Delhi’s Rajouri Garden said.

Compared to last year, the surge in the de-
mand for air purifiers this year has just started
to grow up, another shopkeeper in Ghaziabad
said, while adding that the sale of air purifiers
is expected to further swell up in the coming
days.

The hazardous pollution levels compelled
many to forgo their morning walks, sports, and
other outdoor activities.

Dr Suranjit Chatterjee, senior consultant,
internal medicine at Apollo Hospital in Delhi,
said, measures to curb pollution need to be
taken at the government level and as individu-
als there is “not much that we humans can do,
except perhaps taking precautions”.

“We are seeing cases now as well of pro-
longed coughing, throat infection, eye irritation
and nasal discharge, and other kinds of irrita-
tion,” he told PTL

On Thursday, the pollution control body
ordered a ban on non-essential construc-
tion work and specific categories of polluting
vehicles. GRAP categorises actions into four
stages: Stage I - ‘poor’ (AQI 201-300); Stage II
- ‘very poor’ (AQI 301-400); Stage III - ‘severe’
(AQI 401-450); and Stage IV - ‘severe plus’ (AQI
above 450).

The Delhi government has also announced
the closure of all primary schools for two days
in an effort to safeguard young children from
the health-threatening pollution. Parents are
a worried lot as health experts say children
breathe faster, taking in more pollutants.

The city’s AQI skyrocketed from 351 at 10 am
on Thursday to 471 at 9 am on Friday, reflect-
ing a sudden increase in pollution levels due to
highly unfavourable meteorological conditions
and a sharp spike in stubble burning incidents
in neighbouring states.

Delhi’'s 24-hour average AQI, recorded at 4
pm each day, was 392 on Thursday, 364 on
Wednesday, 359 on Tuesday, 347 on Monday, 325
on Sunday, 304 on Saturday, and 261 on Friday.

These numbers indicate a gradual deterio-
ration in Delhi’s air quality over the past few
days, culminating in a descent into the severe
category on Thursday.

Rai said the large smog tower installed at
Connaught Place two years ago to reduce air
pollution in the vicinity has been shut down
arbitrarily on the orders of Delhi Pollution
Control Committee Chairman (DPCC) Ashwani
Kumar.

He said Kumar, who assumed the role of
DPCC chairman in December, “stopped the re-
lease of funds to [IT-Bombay and other agen-
cies working on the project, without informing
the government”.

Kashmir Inc Fumes

statement released to the media, a KCC&I
spokesperson said that the KPDCL came out with
a schedule for electric supply instead of making
sure of the regular supply. “However, astonish-
ingly the KPCDL has miserably failed to stick to
the announced schedule, further compounding

the miseries of all types of consumers,” he said.

The Chamber, he said, expresses its deep
concern and disappointment with the unreli-
able and contradictory policies of the KPDCL
being adopted for maintaining regular power
supply to the consumers.“It is strange that the
department while starting the process of in-
stallation of smart meters had committed to
uninterrupted flawless electric supply to the
consumers, which has not proved true on the
ground as the power supply has been severely
erratic for most of the time during the year,”
the spokesperson said.

“It appears the Department is continuously
failing in meeting the aspiration of the con-
sumers and is not only hiding behind one or
the other excuse but is resorting to false propa-
ganda. Many weeks ago the KPDCL announced
that it had procured power from Uttar Pradesh
and was in negotiations for purchasing more
from central Grid to ease out of the situation
created by the Power shortage,” he added.

The spokesperson further said that nothing
has happened since then and the Department
came out even with a power curtailment before
the onset of winter when the power demand is
lesser than that of harsh winter months.

The chamber, the spokesperson said, re-
quest the Lieutenant Governor to personally
intervene, direct concerned officials to take
measures in ensuring the power supply to the
consumers and alleviate the miseries of the
consumers particularly the Industries, Tourism
Sector, Industrial Estates, CA stores, shopkeep-
ers and Traders, Senior Citizen, Sick, students,
Health, Education on account of non-availabili-
ty of regular power Supply through the punish-
ing cold winters.

He also reminded the government that it
was spending crores on tourism promotion as
a result of which the trade body receive a large
number of tourists thereby contributing to var-
ious sectors of the economy.

“The helpless tourists not only face a tough
time but become bad publicity for our tourism
due to the prevailing and worsening power cri-
sis,” he said.

KCCI, he said, expects KPDCL to show some
responsibility towards the beleaguered popu-
lation, to say the least

Admin Orders

regular power supply,” Bidhuri said in a
meeting held here on Friday.

He enjoined upon Deputy Commissioners
(DCs) to sensitise people about disadvantages
of usage of crude electronic appliances. He also
passed directions for appropriate action against
misuse of electricity, hooking and power theft,
an official spokesperson said.

Bidhuri, he said, maintained that to protect
transformers from damage and costly gadgets
at the receiving stations, a campaign must be
started to educate the general public about the
heavy cost of unethical power consumption.

Meanwhile, the Div Com appealed to the
people to cooperate with the administration in
ensuring regular power supply as per the pub-
lished schedule.

“Div Com also reviewed completion of vari-
ous projects under different schemes, plans

and projects in all districts and impressed upon
DCs to achieve given targets for this financial
year,” the spokesperson said.

Bidhuri, he said, instructed DCs to expedite
the works at Tourist Spots to keep these places
functional during the winters as a huge num-
ber of visitors flock to these destinations.

Also, Div Com emphasized upon DCs to focus
on deliverables and quality disposal of griev-
ances in their respective districts.

Further, he directed DCs to make strenu-
ous efforts to increase the number of drug
free panchayats. He instructed them to engage
Numberdars and Chowkidars in programmes,
activities and Nasha Mukhat Bharat campaigns.

‘important Leads

Khursheed ul Islam, 1st Additional Sessions
Judge, Srinagar, said.

There is no material on the file which would
disclose any conspiracy hatched by the accused
in furtherance of their common intention to
kill the deceased, the court observed.

“I do not find any sufficient ground for fram-
ing of charge against the accused and prima
facie their appears no ground for proceeding
against the accused,” the court said and dis-
charged the accused including Showkat Ahmad
Wani of Pantha Chowk Srinagar, Riyaz Ahmad
Shah of Zero Bridge Rajbagh Srinagar, Fayaz
Ahmad Bilal of Miasuma Lal Chowk Srinagar,
Sami-ullah Khan of Tengapora Batamaloo
Srinagar and Mohammad Altaf Mir of Gani Mir
from the allegations levelled against them.

“Before parting with the file, I want to place
on record, the disappointing standard which
the police has adopted while conducting the
investigation of the case, where a precious
life was lost,” the court said, adding, “The
Investigating Officer was expected to be very
careful in the collection of the evidence to
search the truth and the evidence so collected
should have been of such a quality that could
be used as admissible evidence.”

It was the duty of the police to investigate
fairly and thoroughly and collect all such evi-
dence whether for or against the suspects, the
court underlined.

“The protection and liberty of an individual
is the paramount consideration of every limb
of the state, be it the investigating agency or
the court of law, the procedure must be such
as to ensure that the guilty are apprehended
and punished in accordance with the law but
in the process the innocent persons should not
be harassed, that is the aim and object of the
entire criminal justice system,” the court said,
adding, “The manner in which the police has
conducted their investigation with complete
indifference to the essential norms in proceed-
ing against the accused has left important leads
unchecked and glossed over the leads that did
not suit the story that they had conceived and
ultimately failed to present a cogent conceiv-
able and fool proof chain of events that would
point to the guilt of the accused.”

The evidence collected and relied upon by
the investigating agency is not even admissible
under law which has left the court with no op-
tion but to discharge the accused in the case,
it added
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Injury-Hit New Zealand Eye
Turnaround Against Pakistan

Press Trust of India

BENGALURU: An injury-tor-
mented New Zealand, further
weakened by the exit of Matt
Henry, seek resurgence while
Pakistan need a continuation
of their recent resurrection,
and that subtext of despera-
tion could turn their crucial
World Cup match into a clas-
sic here on Saturday.

The fortunes of New Zea-
land and Pakistan went
through sharp curves after
a bright beginning, leaving
them in a tight spot in the
race to the semifinals of the
quadrennial big bash.

The Kiwis started the tour-
nament with four wins on
the bounce, and it looked a
matter of time before they
sealed a last four berth. Since
that point, they have fallen to
three defeats in a row against
India, Australia and South
Africa, and are now stranded
at eight points from seven
matches.

On the other side, Pakistan
are in an even dingier space
with six points from seven
matches, and they need to
win mandatorily against New
Zealand and England.
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Apart from the dwindling
on-field returns, New Zea-
land will also have to deal
with a tall obstacle ahead of
their clash with Pakistan - a
growing injury list that has
five names in it already.

Henry, who had taken 11
wickets from seven match-
es, hurt his right hamstring

0 "

pacer has now been ruled out
of the match against Paki-
stan, forcing the Kiwis to re-
place him with strapping fast
bowler Kyle Jamieson.

James Neesham had suf-
fered a hit on his wrist in
the match against the Pro-
teas and the Kiwis will keep
a close eye on his recovery.
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Williamson (thumb) and
Mark Chapman (calf) are also
in various stages of their re-
cuperation process.

However, both Williamson
and Neesham participated ac-
tively in the nets on this day
here, giving a small indication
of their readiness to take the
field if it comes to that.

against South Africa and the

Other than the duo, Kane

Match starts at 10.30 AM.

Afghanistan Beat Netherlands To
Keep Semi-Final Hopes Alive

Agencies

LUCKNOW: Afghanistan kept
their hopes of qualifying for
the World Cup semi-finals alive
after beating the Netherlands
by seven wickets in a low-
scoring group game on Friday.
Afghanistan climbed to fifth in
the standings with eight points,
behind New Zealand on net run
rate. The top four teams ad-
vance to the semi-finals.
Afghanistan had won only
one game in two previous
World Cups, but the Asian side
now have four wins in the tour-
nament in India having also
beaten defending champions

England, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Chasing 180 for victory, Af-
ghanistan were 55-2 but Rah-
mat Shah scored a breezy 52
off 54 balls to set the platform
for a comfortable chase. Shahidi
then made 56 to guide Afghani-
stan home in the 32nd over,
smashing the winning runs
with his sixth boundary.

Earlier, the Netherlands
won the toss and opted to bat
first but Mujeeb Ur Rahman
struck in the first over when
he trapped opener Wesley Bar-
resi Ibw to claim his 100th ODI
wicket.

Shahidi had praised Afghani-
stan's batting and bowling in

the victory, but it was their
fielding which restricted the
Dutch to a low total as the next
four batters were all run out af-
ter mix-ups. Max O'Dowd (42)
looked set for a big score with
nine fours but was run out.
Sybrand Engelbrecht was
the lone middle order batter
to provide resistance with a
patient 58 but the Dutch were
all out for 179 in the 47th over,
with Alikhil involved in six dis-
missals and Mohammad Nabi
picked up three wickets.
Afghanistan next play Aus-
tralia and South Africa. The
Netherlands, who are eighth,
play England and hosts India.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Hosts J&K has tak-
en the 67th National School
Games by storm as its foot-
ball and volleyball teams have
reached the final stages of the
tournaments.

J&K Football team played
Bihar in the Pre Quarter Fi-
nal match on Friday morning,
and emerged victorious with
an impressive performance.
In the evening, they locked
horns with a formidable Uttar
Pradesh team in the quarter-
finals at Polo Ground. J&K se-
cured a semifinal berth after
defeating UP 2-0.

Meanwhile, J&K Volley-
ball team dominated the Pre
Quarter Final against a strong
Delhi side, with a command-
ing 3-0 set victory. The match
was a live spectacle, telecasted

J&K Football, Volleyball
Teams Dominate
National School Games

on the official Facebook chan-
nel of Youth Services & Sports
J&K. Joint Director YSS Waseem
Raja visited different venues on
Friday and took stock of the ar-
rangements.

J&K’s remarkable success
at the 67th National School
Games continues to capture
the hearts of fans.

With the semi-finals on the
horizon, J&K athletes will want
to keep the momentum going.

The school nationals in twin
disciplines is being organised
by the Department of Youth
Services and Sports J&K un-
der the aegis of School Games
Federation of India at various
venues across Srinagar. The
concluding ceremony/medal
distribution function of the
sports event is scheduled for
4th November at Synthetic Turf
TRC.

Ace Para Archer Accorded
Warm Reception On

Observer News Service

KISHTWAR: Sheetal Devi, a
16-year-old armless archer
hailing from the remote vil-
lage of Loidhar, Tehsil Mughal
Maidan, was warmly received
and felicitated on Friday upon
returning to Jammu Airport.
She was welcomed by a team
of senior functionaries of Dis-
trict Administration Kishtwar.
Sheetal Devi etched her
name in the annals of history
by winning a gold medal in
the Compound Open Archery
event at the prestigious Asian
Para Games held in China.
Sheetal Devi's journey is a
testament to the indomitable
power of the human spirit.

Triumphant Return

Born without hands (Phocome-
lia) in a remote village in Kisht-
war, she defied all odds to at-
tain international recognition.

Her exceptional talent was
first noticed by the India Army
during a camp in 2019 amid the
rugged mountains.

Since then, she has made a
remarkable mark on the global
stage, further supported by the
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, which
offered infrastructure for her
training in Katra. Sheetal Devi's
remarkable achievements stand
as a shining example and an in-
spiration to all, underscoring that
with unwavering determination
and the right support, one can
overcome any obstacle on the
path to achieving greatness.

Real Kashmir Take On
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Real Kashmir FC
are all set to take on TRAU FC
in I-League 2023-24 season on
Saturday, November 4, at Syn-

thetic Turf TRC here.
Real Kashmir won their
opening I-League fixture

against Rajasthan United FC
2-0. The game was played at
TRC, and the team, with six lo-
cal players in the lineup, made
full use of their 12th man: The
crowd.

Real Kashmir coach Ishfaq
Ahmed took charge of his first

TRAU At TRC Today

agevia A

against RUFC, and will look to
keep up their winning run.

“I'm happy with the fact that
we took our chances well in the
game against RUFC,” Ishfaq told
AIFF. “I'm also very pleased that
despite the relatively short pre-
season, the team had a cohe-
sive structure and looked like
a unit. It has to become a trend
going forward.”

TRAU are a formidable op-
ponent, and are coming off a
1-1 draw with Delhi FC. Coach
Ishfaq understands the chal-
lenge Real Kashmir face in
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game for the Snow Leopards TRAU.

“They had a great start
against Delhi and have already
experienced playing away
from home,” Ishfaq told AIFF.
“We have had a great start our-
selves, and even kept a clean
sheet so we go on a high. We
cannot rest on that though, we
have to be careful and have to
fight hard for a good result.”

Real Kashmir vs. TRAU FC
will be shown live on Eu-
rosport. The game can be
streamed live on Indian Foot-
ball YouTube Channel and Fan-
code.

Kashmir’s Female
Car Racer Makes
Motorsport History

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Nighat Faheem,
a courageous woman hailing
from Ali Jan Road in Srinagar,
has etched her name in Kash-
mir's motorsport history, as she
became the first woman from
the region to secure the top
position in the District Srinagar
Auto-X Race, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the sport.

Faheem, who is the mother
of a 12-year-old daughter, has
been passionately involved in
car racing for over a decade.
She proudly clinched the first
prize in the ‘Gypsee category’
at the recent District Srinagar
Auto-X Race event.

Her remarkable achievement
has not only brought honor to
her family but has also inspired
young motorsport enthusiasts
across the Kashmir valley.

“l have been behind the
wheel for the past 12 years,”
Nighat Faheem said. “This
victory is the result of count-
less hours of dedication and
practice, and it's an incredible
feeling to be the first Kashmiri
woman to win the District Sri-
nagar Auto-X Race.”

“I have been dreaming of this
race for a long time, and it's my

an off-road racer. My inspira-
tion for this historical win is my
husband, Faheem, who is also
an off-road racer, and I have
learned through his videos,”
said Nighat with adding in to-
day's modern era, both men and
women are equal, and women
should step forward and partici-
pate in every possible event to
make Kashmir proud.

Likewise, the Auto-X Race
is known for its challenging
courses and rigorous competi-
tion, making Faheem's win even
more remarkable. Her success
serves as a testament to her
unwavering commitment to
motorsport and the immense
potential that exists within the
youth of Kashmir. (KNO)

Kashmir’s New Adventure Sports
Draws Thrill Seekers

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Kashmir is wit-
nessing an emergence of new
adventure sports, which draws
enthusiasts from across the
world.

From mountain biking to
fishing competitions, these
exhilarating activities are be-
coming increasingly popular
in the valley, offering both
locals and tourists unique op-
portunities to explore the nat-
ural wonders of the valley.

Mountain biking has gained
significant traction in recent
years, as adventure loving
people move to remote places
to explore the rugged terrain
and breathtaking trails of the
Kashmir Valley.

The sport is gaining popu-
larity among both seasoned
bikers and novices eager to
embark on thrilling journeys
through pristine forests and
picturesque meadows.

MTB Riders Rule is a moun-
tain biking group, which over
the years has discovered rug-
ged terrains in various desti-
nations to popularise the sport
in Kashmir.

“We see a lot of people are
getting attracted towards this
sport. Initially we started with
a simple expedition but then
we got interested to explore
more terrains across Kashmir.
Now we are three experts who
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move to distant places and per-
form a downbhill cycling sport,”
Mirza Mehdi, a downhill cy-
cling expert who is a part of
MTB Riders Rule club, said.

Similarly, Fly Fishing is also
emerging as another adven-
ture among locals as well as
the tourists visiting the valley.

To promote leisure and ad-
venture tourism, the Depart-
ment of Tourism has been
organizing the Kashmir Fly
Fishing Competition, which
saw the participation of a lot
of people.

Kashmir has a fly fishing
federation, which looks after
such events as well as partici-
pants in the competitions.

“Fly fishing is popular in Eu-

rope. In Kashmir we have re-
sources like rivers and streams
which are treasures of fish va-
rieties. So we take part in such
activities to popularise this ad-
venture in Kashmir,” said Ish-
fag Ahmad, an angler.

Pertinently, trout angling is
becoming a popular adventure
among tourists visiting Kash-
mir from different parts of the
world.

Fisheries department said
this year, they have organized
16 trout angling events in the
valley.

These events have attracted
scores of angling enthusiasts
who compete with other par-
ticipants to get maximum and
big catches. (KNO)

Image via J&K Fisheries

IPL Auction To Be Held In
Dubai On December 19

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The IPL auction
ahead of the 2024 season will
be held in Dubai on December
19 while the player retention
deadline has been extended to
November 26.

An IPL official confirmed the
development to PTI. Teams on Fri-
day were informed that the player
retention deadline has been ex-
tended to November 26. Usually,
the deadline is November 15.

"Yes the deadline has been
extended to November 26," a
team official told PTI.

It will also be the first time
that an IPL auction will be held
outside India.

"Due to the wedding season
hotel availability can be an issue.
That is why we decided to host
it in Dubai," said an IPL official.

The purse of all 10 IPL teams
have been increased to Rs 100
crore from Rs 95 crore available
in the previous auction.

MATCHDAY: Bayern Play Dortmund,
Newcastle Take On Arsenal

Agencies

A look at what'’s happening in
European soccer on Saturday:

ENGLAND

Arsenal’s trip to Newcastle in
the Premier League should give
an indication of which team
has taken the biggest step for-
ward.

Man United tries to turn
around its troubling form
when it visits Fulham in the
early kickoff, while defend-
ing champion Manchester City
hosts Bournemouth in one of
five 3 p.m. games.

GERMANY
It's the first “Klassiker” of
the season in the Bundesliga as

Bayern Munich visits Borussia
Dortmund.

Also Saturday, league lead-
er Bayer Leverkusen looks to
stay top with a win at Hoffen-
heim. Leipzig visits last-place
Mainz. Union Berlin plays
Eintracht Frankfurt, Cologne
hosts Augsburg and Borus-
sia Moenchengladbach visits
Freiburg.

SPAIN

Barcelona will have Spain
midfielder Pedri available for its
trip to Real Sociedad in the Span-
ish league. Second-place Girona
visits Osasuna aiming to move
back ahead of Madrid. Nabil
Fekir could play his first minutes
for Real Betis against Mallorca.
Celta Vigo hosts Sevilla.
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Rs 50,000 Cr FDI In Food
Processing Sector In Last 9
Years: PM Modi

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said
India’'s food processing sec-
tor has emerged as a "sunrise"
industry and has attracted Rs
50,000 crore in foreign direct
investment (FDI) in the past
nine years.

Modi was ad-
dressing the
second edition
of World Food
India at Bharat
Mandapam in
the national cap-
ital. The three-
day event will
conclude on No-
vember 5.

"In the last
nine years, FDI worth Rs 50,000
crore has come into the food
processing sector. It is a result
of the government's pro-indus-
try and pro-farmer policies,”
Modi said.

He said export of processed
food has increased 150 per cent
in the last nine years and the
domestic processing capacity
has increased significantly.

The prime minister dis-
bursed seed capital assistance
to over one lakh Self Help
Groups (SHGs) and inaugu-
rated a 'food street' as part of
"World Food India 2023".

The event aims to showcase
India as food basket of the
world' and celebrate 2023 as
International Year of Millets.
The first edition was held in
2017, but in consecutive years
the international event could
not be organised due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

'Seed Capital Assistance’ will
help SHGs gain better price re-
alisation in the market through
improved packaging and qual-
ity manufacturing. Addressing
the event, Union Food Process-
ing Industries Minister Pashu-
pati Kumar Paras urged foreign
investors to invest in India in
this sector.

Union Com-
merce Minister
Piyush Goyal

said the Modi
government has
ensured food
security of the
country and also
provided a boost
to the food pro-
cessing sector.

He highlighted
the development work done
by the central government in
the last nine years. The 'Food
Street' features regional cui-
sines and royal culinary heri-
tage, wherein over 200 chefs
will participate and present
traditional Indian cuisine.

World Food India will pro-
vide a networking and busi-
ness platform for government
bodies, industry professionals,
farmers, entrepreneurs and
other stakeholders to engage in
discussions, establish partner-
ships, and explore investment
opportunities in the agri-food
sector.

During the event, CEOs
roundtables will also take place
with focus on investment and
ease of doing business. Various
pavilions have been set up to
showcase the innovation and
strength of the Indian food pro-
cessing industry.

Air India To Add 30 New Planes
In Next Six Months, Fly To Four
More Overseas Destinations

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Air India on Fri-
day said it expects to induct
more than 30 new planes, add
over 400 weekly services and
operate to four new interna-
tional destinations in the next
six months.

Providing details about its
ongoing network and fleet
augmentation efforts, the Tata
Group-owned airline said
international  expansion s
planned in North America, Eu-
rope, and Southeast Asia.

Air India said it intends to
add more than 400 weekly
flights to its domestic and in-
ternational route network until
March 2024, as part of the win-
ter schedule. The winter sched-
ule 2023 is effective from Octo-
ber 29 to March 30 next year.

On the back of expected new
aircraft deliveries over the next
six months, Air India aims to
add more than 200 weekly
flights on several domestic
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routes and on the international
network, it would operate over
200 weekly flights, of which
over 80 weekly flights have al-
ready been added.

"Between now and March
2024, Air India expects to in-
duct over 30 wide body and
narrow body aircraft to its fleet,
including six A350s, four B777s
and 20 A320 neos," it said in a
release.

Earlier this year, Air India
placed orders for 470 aircraft
with Airbus and Boeing.

Four new international des-
tinations will be announced in
due course.

"While modernising our fleet
and introducing new products
and services is a top priority in
Air India's ongoing transforma-
tion journey, we are equally
focused on densifying and ex-
panding our route network to
capture the rapidly growing
demand in the market," Air In-
dia CEO and MD Campbell Wil-
son said.

GST: FinMin Launches Amnesty
Scheme For Filing Appeals
Against Demand Orders

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The finance
ministry has come out with
an amnesty scheme for filing
appeals against Goods and
Services Tax (GST) demand
orders.

The scheme, which will be
open till January 31, 2024, will
be available for entities that
were unable to submit their
appeals against orders issued
by the tax officer on or before
March 31, 2023, according to
the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC).

The CBIC issued a notifi-
cation with respect to the
scheme on Thursday.

So far, the GST law allowed
an assessee to file an appeal
against an assessment order

seeking taxes within three
months of the tax officer
passing such a demand order.
This can be extended by one
more month.

In its last meeting on Oc-
tober 7, the GST Council
had approved this amnesty
scheme for filing appeals.
The entities willing to avail
of the scheme will have to
pre-deposit 12.5 per cent of
the tax demand, against 10
per cent currently.

The move will facilitate a
large number of taxpayers,
who could not file an appeal
in the past within the speci-
fied time period.

AMRG & Associates Senior
Partner Rajat Mohan said the
scheme would be a lifeline for
those who might have missed

the appeal deadline due to
administrative errors or un-
foreseen circumstances.

This initiative can also pro-
mote enhanced compliance
among taxpayers. By offering
a fair and lenient approach
to appeal filing, it encourages
better cooperation with tax
authorities and a willingness
to resolve disputes or clarify
tax matters.

"Additionally, by allowing
disputes to be resolved more
efficiently, the scheme may
reduce the burden on the le-
gal system. This benefits both
taxpayers and the tax admin-
istration by streamlining the
appeal process and poten-
tially reducing the need for
prolonged litigation," Mohan
added.

Services Sector Activity In India Hits
7-Month Low In Oct On Softer Increase
In Output, New Business: P

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- The services
sector growth in India fell to a
seven-month low in October
on softer increase in output
and new business, amid com-
petitive conditions and price
pressures, a monthly survey
said on Friday.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India Services PMI
Business Activity Index fell to
58.4 in October, from a 13-
year high of 61 in September,
signalling the slowest rate of
expansion since March.

In Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion
while a score below 50 de-
notes contraction.

The survey is compiled from
responses to questionnaires
sent to a panel of around 400
service sector companies.

"Several companies man-
aged to secure new contracts,
but some mentioned subdued
demand for their services and
competitive conditions," said
Pollyanna De Lima, Econom-
ics Associate Director at S&P
Global Market Intelligence.

The October data highlight-
ed the second-fastest upturn
in international orders placed
with Indian services compa-
nies since the series started in
September 2014. Survey mem-
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bers noted gains from clients
in Asia, Europe and the US.

"Export was an area of
particular strength in Octo-
ber, with new business gains
from Asia, Europe and the US
boosting growth to its sec-
ond-highest in the series over
its nine-year history,” Lima
added.

On the price front, services
companies in India reported
an increase in their expenses
in October, which they attrib-
uted to higher food, fuel and
staff costs.

"Although survey par-
ticipants passed these ad-
ditional cost burdens on to
clients, permitted by demand
strength, the rise in charges
could have been the trigger
of the deceleration in sales
growth. Moreover, a pick-up
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in inflation expectations in
October dampened business
confidence," Lima added.

Going ahead, the Future Ac-
tivity Index fell by more than
five points in October, signal-
ling some loss of confidence
surrounding the outlook for
services output, amid rising
inflation expectations.

Meanwhile, the S&P Global
India Composite PMI Output
Index fell from 61 in Septem-
ber to 58.4 in October, indi-
cating the weakest rate of ex-
pansion since March.

"Although India continued
to post substantial growth of
aggregate business activity,
the upturn lost strength in
October amid slower increas-
es in manufacturing produc-
tion and services activity," the
survey said.

FCIK Pleads For Composite
Industrial Policy With
Parliamentary Standing Committee

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Federation
of Chambers of Industries
Kashmir (FCIK) has solicited
intervention of the Industry-
related Parliamentary Standing
Committee for reframing of a
comprehensive and composite
industrial policy for providing
equal opportunities to existing
as well as prospective industri-
al units in Jammu and Kashmir.
A high level meeting pre-
sided by Rajya Sabha Member
and chairman Standing Com-
mittee Tiruchi Siva was held
in Srinagar which, amoung
others, was also attended by
Chief Secretary Arun Kumar
Mehta, Commissioner/Secre-
tary Industries and Commerce
Vikramjeet Singh and other
officers of the Central and UT
Governments, MSME and vari-
ous Banks. The FCIK delegation
was led by President Shahid
Kamili and included Syed Sha-
keel Qalander, M.D Qureshi,
Syed Fazal Illahi, Muzaffar Hus-
sain Munshi, Lateef Ahmad
Shah and Syed Omar Rasool.
FCIK members informed the
meeting that there existed lot
of confusion amoung entrepre-
neurs and officials of industries
department on ground ow-
ing to three industrial policies
2016-26, 2021-30 and Cen-
tral Industrial Development
Scheme 2021-37 concurrently
in vogue with different proce-
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dural guidelines. They opined
that it would be proper to club
all the three policies into a
single composite and compre-
hensive policy applicable to all
existing and prospective enter-
prises after removing certain
deficiencies and impediments
having simplified guidelines
in consonance with policy of
“ease of doing business”.

FCIK made a detailed pre-
sentation of issues related to
marketing of industrial units
engaged in manufacture of
capital goods for procurements
by government departments.
Ever since the UT Government
changed its procurement policy
in 2019, such units had com-
pletely been rendered workless.
“A new trend of clubbing indus-
trial goods with works contracts
has started whereby composite
turn-key tenders are floated that
only benefitted the contractors”.
FCIK put forth the demand for
enhancing the limit of local filter
in the GeM Portal from current
5.00 lacs to 5.0 Crores besides
ensuring segregation and pro-
curement of industrial goods
separately without clubbing
these with works contracts or
composite intent for industrial
and non-industrial goods.

Govt Serious To Promote
Sonamarg As 12 Month Tourist
Destination: Director Tourism

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Shyambir and
Director Tourism Kashmir, Raja
Yakoob Friday visited Sonamarg
where they co-chaired a joint
meeting of officers and stake
holders to review winter pre-
paredness and allied facilities
for keeping Sonamarg open
during the winter.

At the outset, threadbare
discussion was held regarding
the necessary preparations and
arrangements including water,
electricity, health, road, fire
service, snow clearing opera-
tion, traffic management, oper-
ationalization of Z-Morh Tun-
nel, firewood and other related
facilities to be put in place for
keeping Sonamarg open during
the winters.

At the outset, Director Tour-
ism said that the role of vari-
ous stakeholders associated
with tourism at Sonamarg is
imperative for better regula-
tion of tourism trade and all
facilities need to be available to
the tourists especially heating
arrangements in hotels, water
and electricity, maintenance of
roads during winters besides
proper plan for its promotion
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at all levels as a twelve month

tourist destination so that
tourists can have the best ex-
perience here.

The DC asked the Director
tourism that the pamphlets
and other printing material
regarding the promotion of
Sonamarg as all-weather tour-
ist destination may be pasted
on airport road at prominent
places and tourist vehicles.

The Director Tourism said
that the government is com-
mitted to promote Sonamarg
as all-weather tourist destina-
tion with all requisite facilities
and recreational activities. In
this regard proper promotion
will be done during the trade
fairs organized in various parts
of the country and other ap-
propriate platforms including
Social Media handles of the de-
partment, he said.

While reviewing the snow
clearance operation, Beacon was
directed to keep sufficient men
and machinery stationed on
identified location from Gagan-
geer to Youth Hostel Sonamarg
so that snow is cleared timely
from the main road besides
joint control room should be es-
tablished at CEO office SDA for
better coordination.

Equity Benchmarks Stay On
Upward Track For 2nd Day

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Equity benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty sus-
tained their upward move-
ment for the 2nd straight
day and ended with gains on
Friday in line with positive
trends in global markets.

Extending its previous
day's rally, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 282.88 points
or 0.44 per cent to settle at
64,363.78. During the day, it
jumped 454.29 points or 0.70
per cent to 64,535.19.

The Nifty went up by 97.35
points or 0.51 per cent to
close at 19,230.60.

Among the Sensex firms,
Titan, Tech Mahindra, Tata
Motors, JSW Steel, ICICI Bank,
Infosys, State Bank of India,
and Sun Pharma were the
major gainers.

Bajaj Finserv, Indusind
Bank, Nestle, Tata Steel and
Bajaj Finance Bank were the

SKUAST-K Holds EAP For
Tribal Farmers Of Budgam

Observer News Service

Two Days HRD Training
Programme On Integrated Pest
Management Held

major laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge jumped
0.94 per cent while the mid-
cap index climbed 0.71 per
cent.

All the indices ended in
the green, with realty rally-
ing 2.64 per cent, services
jumped 1.60 per cent, con-
sumer durables (1.44 per
cent), consumer discretion-
ary (1.15 per cent), oil & gas
(0.94 per cent), bankex (0.68
per cent) and energy (0.73
per cent).

Overall during the week,
the BSE benchmark jumped
580.98 points or 0.91 per
cent while the Nifty climbed
183.35 points or 0.96 per
cent.

"The optimism is buoyed
by firm global clues, steady
macroeconomic data and
strong domestic corporate
earnings. Clues that Fed is
unlikely to hike rates in the

future and modest decline in
oil prices are adding to the
optimism," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geoyjit Fi-
nancial Services.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong set-
tled with gains.

European markets were
trading in the positive terri-
tory. The US markets ended
with significant gains on
Thursday.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude rose 0.01 per cent to
USD 86.86 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FlIs) continued to be net
sellers in the capital markets
and sold equities worth Rs
12.43 crore on Friday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

On Thursday, the BSE
benchmark jumped 489.57
points or 0.77 per cent to
settle at 64,080.90. The Nifty
climbed 144.10 points or 0.76
per cent to 19,133.25.

BUDGAM: SKUAST-K, Krishi Vigyan Kendra Budgam Friday or-
ganized a one-day Entrepreneurship Awareness Programme
(EAP) on ‘Entrepreneurship Opportunities in Milk Processing
and Value Addition Industry’ for tribal farmers of Shanglipora,
Khag Budgam.

The awareness programme was approved by Director Plan-
ning and Monitoring SKUAST-Kashmir and sponsored by Min-
istry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME), Gol.

The programme was designed to sensitize and build en-
trepreneurial mindset among the farmers/rural youth in the
dairy industry. A total of 70 tribal farmers/rural youth from
the said area were sensitized.

During the programme, Dr. Bilal Ahmad Lone (Sr. Scientist
& Head KVK Budgam) stressed upon the need of up-skilling
of youth for instilling an entrepreneurship spirit among the
people especially in Dairy Industry.

Course Coordinator, Dr. Mir Nadeem Hassan (Scientist Animal
Science) provided an overview of the programme and delivered
lectures on Processing and Value Addition of Milk and Develop-
ment of Market Linkage in Milk Industry for Better Profitability.

Dr. Shafkat Wani (Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Animal Hus-
bandry Department) discussed different schemes offered by
the Govt. of J&K in Dairy Sector for the benefit of rural youth.

During the programme, Mudasir Ahmad Dar (Entrepreneur)
also shared his Dairy Entrepreneurship Journey Experience
for inspiration of farmers who attended the programme.

The programme was also attended by other faculty mem-
bers of Kendra.

Observer News Service

PULWAMA: Under a reach out pro-
gramme and to put the expertise at
disposal to farming community, the
Central Integrated Pest Management
Centre, Srinagar, Govt. of India, De-
partment of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare in collaboration with State
Agriculture Department, Sub-Div
Kakapora, conducted two-day train-
ing programme on “Integrated Pest
Management” (HRD) at Village Ka-
kapora, Block Kakapora of Pulwama.
Programme was presided by Dr.
Mithilesh Kumar Arya, Assistant Di-
rector (PP), Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India.
In his keynote address, Dr
Mithilesh presented the importance
of effective management of pests in
the farm field with use of scientific
and technological interventions.
Tariqg Rasool Rather, Associate
Professor, Plant Pathology SKUAST
who was invited as a guest expert
in his presentation gave a detailed
account in managing various pests

taking in account the localised cir-
cumstances.

A large number of farmers took
part in the programme wherein
they were made aware regarding
the concept of IPM and objective of
organizing such a programme.

They elaborated in full detail the
techniques of Integrated Pest Man-
agement (IPM), and when as well as
at what stage the use of chemicals,
while seeing ETL level, use of phero-
mones traps, light traps, delta traps
and yellow sticky traps should be
made.

Moreover, Mohd Shafi Wani, AEA
Kakapora also made the farmers
aware regarding various Cultural,
Mechanical, Biological and Chemical
control measures under IPM tech-
niques for the welfare of farmers.

Progressive farmer Ghulam Nabi
Ganaie also appreciated the De-
partment for conducting such pro-
grammes for welfare of farmers and
asked the farmers to come forward
to take maximum benefits from the
departmental schemes.
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