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S H O R T  T A K E S

2 Suspects Held 
With Pistol, Grenade

Security forces arrested two 
suspects with arms and 
ammunition at a checkpoint 

in North Kashmir’s Baramulla 
district, army said Tuesday.
In a post put out on X, previously 
known as Twitter, an army 
spokesperson said that a joint 
operation was launched on 
Monday by army, police, CRPF and 
intelligence agencies during which 
multiple MVIPs were established at 
Dangerpora village of Baramulla.
The army spokesperson added that 
two suspects were 

Northern Army 
Commander  
Visits Ladakh

Northern Army Commander 
Lieutenant General Upendra 
Dwivedi on Tuesday visited 

forward areas and reviewed the 
operational preparedness for the 
winters in Ladakh sector.
The Army commander appreciated 
and felicitated the troops of the 
Indian Army, Indo Tibetan Border 
Police and General Reserve Engineer 
Force for their relentless efforts in 
maintaining highest standards of 
operational 

Criminal Detained 
Under PSA In Reasi

A man wanted in 14 criminal 
cases has been arrested 
under the Public Safety Act 

(PSA) in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Reasi district on Tuesday, officials 
said. Umer Waseem Ghani, who 
hails from Bagga village of Mahore 
tehsil, was booked under the PSA by 
police and subsequently a detention 
order was issued by District 
Magistrate Babila Rakhwal.
Ghani was found involved in 14 
cases registered against him in 
Udhampur, Jammu and Reasi 
districts of More on P10

Mortar Shell 
Destroyed In Samba

A mortar shell was found ly-
ing in a field in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Samba district 

and destroyed in a controlled ex-
plosion on Tuesday, officials said. 
The 84 mm shell was found lying 
in a field at village Dadui along 
Samba-Mansar road More on P10

Dentist’s Murder: 
Chargesheet Filed

The Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Monday filed a 1,249-page 
charge sheet in the murder 

case of a woman dentist who was 
killed by her male friend. Sumedha 
Sharma (27) was allegedly stabbed 
to death by Johar Mehmood Ganai 
(30) at her Janipur residence in 
Jammu on March 7. Ganai, who is 
a doctor, tried to commit suicide 
using the same knife.
The charge sheet was filed against 
the accused under section 302 
(murder) and 309 (attempt to 
commit suicide) of More on P10

Man Kills Mother, 
Daughter In Jammu

A man allegedly killed his 
mother and minor daughter 
in their house here on 

Tuesday, police said. Jagdev Singh 
alias Michael fled the scene of the 
crime and efforts are on to arrest 
him, they said. Quoting preliminary 
information, a police official said 
Singh attacked his 60-year-old 
mother Kamla Devi and his three-
month-old daughter with a sharp-
edged weapon at Morchapur village 
in Bishnah area on the outskirts of 
Jammu at around 5 pm. Police along 
with forensic teams More on P10

TERRORISTS 
FIRED UPON THREE 

OUTSIDE LABOURERS IN SHOPIAN. 

Policeman 
Shot Dead In 
Baramulla
Third Terror Attack In 
Kashmir In Last 3 Days

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a third attack in 
the last 3 days, unidentified 
terrorists on Tuesday shot dead 
a policeman outside his house 
in Tangmarg area of North 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

The deadly attack on 
Head Constable Ghulam 
Mohammad Dar comes a 
day after Mukesh Kumar, a 
labourer from Uttar Pradesh, 
was shot dead in Pulwama on 
Monday, evoking sharp con-
demnation from Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha and major politi-
cal parties of the region.

On Sunday, police officer 
Masoor Ahmad was shot 
in the head by terrorists at 
Eidgah ground in this capital 

city when he was playing 
cricket with local boys.

“#Terrorists fired upon 
one JKP personnel HC Gh 
Mohd Dar resident of Wailoo 
Kralpora in #Baramulla at 
his residence. Shifted to SDH 
Tangmarg for treatment. 
Health condition critical,” 
Police wrote on X, previously 
known as Twitter

In another Tweet, police 
confirmed the death of the 
Head Constable.

“Injured Police Personnel 
#succumbed to his injuries 
& attained #martyrdom. We 
pay our rich tributes to the 
#martyr & stand by his fam-
ily at this critical juncture. 
Area has been cordoned off. 
Search operation going on,” 
the Tweet read.

INJURED POLICE PERSONNEL 
#SUCCUMBED TO HIS INJURIES & 
ATTAINED #MARTYRDOM. We pay 

our rich tributes to the #martyr & stand by his 
family at this critical juncture. Area has been 
cordoned off. Search operation going on.”

Ecosystem Which Promoted Separatism 
And Terrorism Dismantled: LG

‘Youth 
Our Most 
Precious 
Wealth’

Flags Off 
'Run For Unity'

The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday 

called upon the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
resolve to work with great 
unity and single 

Inaugurates 
Jhelum Riverfront

Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday 

inaugurated the Jhelum 
Riverfront under the Srinagar 
Smart City Limited (SSCL) 
project. Sinha inaugurated the 
Jhelum More on P10

Stating that the youth of Jammu and Kashmir are the most precious wealth, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha said 
Tuesday that the opportunity to compete in different sports will enable them to bring new hope, right skills to excel 
in life, courage to achieve success in every field and become role models for children. He was addressing the closing 

ceremony of CRPF T20 Cricket Cup 2023 during which he felicitated the winner, runner-up and other outstanding players of 
the tournament In his address, Sinha congratulated the CRPF Srinagar Sector officials, and all the participating players and 
teams from Ganderbal, Budgam and Srinagar. “CRPF has always lived upto its motto of ‘Service & Loyalty' More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha said on Tuesday that 
the ecosystem, which pro-
moted separatism & terror-
ism for almost 70 years, has 
been successfully dismantled 
by his administration and that 
the Union Territory under the 
guidance of Prime Minister has 
achieved its fullest glory.

Addressing J&K UT 
Foundation Day celebrations 
here on Tuesday, Sinha said 
that in the last 4 years, the 
grandeur and divinity of the 
crown jewel of the nation 
found a new identity and 1.3 
crore citizens- Karmayogis got 
new wings to their dreams.

“Ecosystem, which pro-
moted separatism & terrorism 

for almost 70 years, has been 
successfully dismantled. The 
age-old ideals of humanism, 
communal harmony and peace 
have been established. Under 

the guidance of PM Narendra 
Modi, the UT has achieved its 
fullest glory,” he said.

The Union Territory admin-
istration, the More on P10

Four Dead In 
Kupwara Cab Crash
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Four people, includ-
ing 3 women on Tuesday were 
killed in a road accident in 
Tangdhar area North Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district.

The tragic accident took place 
on Tuesday afternoon when 
a cab carrying 14 passengers 
skidded off the road at Nati 
Top Gabra in the Tangdar area, 
reports said. Four passengers, 
including three women died on 
the spot while others sustained 
injuries, including two children. 
The injured were shifted to a 
hospital for treatment.

The deceased have been 
identified as Saida Nazir, Razia 
Manzoor, Nusrat Begum and 
Muhammad Sayed Raina, all 
residents of Nowagabra village 
in Karnah.

The injured have been identi-
fied as Riyaz Karim, Muhammad 
Ismail Chechi, Rufaidha Begum, 
Farooq Ahmed Babazad, Shaheena 
Begum, Sarjeela Begum, Adeeba 
Bano and Adeeb Amjid.

The accident, reports said, 
occurred when the driver 
Muhammad Shafi More on P10

RR Swain Takes 
Over As 17th  
DGP Of J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Senior IPS officer, R.R 
Swain took over as 17th Director 
General of Police, Jammu and 
Kashmir at a function held at 
PHQ Srinagar on Tuesday.

DG Crime J&K, A.K Choudhary, 
ADGsP, S. J. M. Gillani, M.K 
Sinha, Vijay Kumar, Director, 
Fire & Emergency Services, J&K, 
Alok Kumar, Commissioner 
Secretary Industries & 
Commerce Vikramjeet Singh, 
IGP V. K Birdi, IGP (CIV/Hqrs) B.S 
Tuti and other senior officers 
from J&K Police were present 
on the occasion.

On his arrival, Swain was re-
ceived by senior officers and 
was presented guard of honour 
in the PHQ lawns. He also in-
spected the guard of honour.

A 1991 batch IPS officer, 
Swain before taking over as DGP 
Jammu and Kashmir remained 
posted at various important 
and key positions of Jammu and 
Kashmir Police which included 
SDPO Kothi Bagh, SP Ramban, 
SP Kargil, More on P10

Wall Of Art-370 Between Kashmir 
And Country Has Fallen: PM
Politics Of Appeasement Biggest Hindrance In 
Our Development Journey: PM Modi

Parents, Students Elated Over 
Changed School Timings

Offences Carrying Upto 7 Year Jail Term

HC Issues Guidelines 
On Arrest, Bail

Press Trust Of India

Kevadia: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Tuesday said 
that the wall of Article 370 be-
tween Kashmir and the coun-
try has fallen and the people of 
the Union Territory have come 
out of the shadow of terrorism 
to breathe in one air.

"Who would have thought 
that Kashmir will be rid of 
Article 370? But today, the 
wall of Article 370 between 
Kashmir and the country has 
fallen. Sardar Saheb would be 
feeling the happiest and bless-
ing us from wherever he is to-
day," he said

He was addressing a 

gathering at the Statue of Unity 
at Kevadia in Gujarat's Narmada 
district after paying floral trib-
ute to Sardar Patel on his birth 
anniversary, which is celebrated 
as National Unity Day.

"Today, our brothers and sisters 
have come out of the shadow of 
terrorism to breathe in one air and 
are moving forward step by step in 
the country's development," Modi 
added.  More on P10

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The students and 
their parents are elated over 
the government’s announce-
ment in changing school timings 
within and outside the Srinagar 
Municipal limits from tomorrow.

Directorate of School 
Education Kashmir (DSEK) an-
nounced a change in school 
timings for all government and 
private schools starting from 
November 1st.

According to a communiqué 
from the DSEK, schools within 
Srinagar municipality limits 
will operate from 10 AM to 3 

PM. For schools outside the 
municipality limits of Srinagar 
district, the new timing is set 
from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM.

“The order/instructions shall be 
adhered to strictly by all the con-
cerned institutions. Any deviation 
in this regard shall be viewed seri-
ously,” reads the order.

The parents as well as stu-
dents have hailed the deci-
sion, which they said, came as 
a major relief for them amidst 
constant drop in daytime 
temperature.

“I really appreciate the deci-
sion. It was too difficult for both 
parents as well More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The High Court of 
J&K and Ladakh has issued 
slew of guidelines for the guid-
ance of the Magistrates and 
the Criminal Courts subor-
dinate to it as well as 
police officers on ar-
rest, detention and 
bail of accused in 
Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh.

Acting in compli-
ance to the directions 
of the Supreme Court 
of India in its order dated 31 
July this year in the case titled 
Mohammad Asfak Alam vs State 
of Jharkhand (Cr. Appeal No 
2207 of 2023), the High Court 
ordered both the Governments 

of Union Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Union Territory 
of Ladakh to instruct its police 
officers not to automatically 
arrest accused when a case un-
der Section 498-A Indian Penal 

Code 1860(domestic vio-
lence), is registered but 

to satisfy themselves 
about the necessity 
for arrest under pa-
rameters laid down 
and flowing from 

Section 41 CrPC.
All the police of-

ficers, the court said, be 
provided with the check list 

containing specified sub-claus-
es under Section 41(1)(b)(ii).

“The police officers shall for-
ward the check list dully filled 
and furnish the  More on P10

SRINAGAR'S ICONIC LAL CHOWK wore a festive look on Tuesday evening as a series of events were 
organized as part of the Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory Foundation Day. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Srinagar | Wednesday| 01-11-20232
The Jammu And Kashmir State 

Board Of School Education, 
SUB-OFFICE BANDIPORA

The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is 
claiming to have lost the original Migration  certificate of 12th    
session Annual (Pvt) Bi-Annual 2020-21  issued by the board of 
School Education under Below mentioned particulars 
Name :  Junaid Ahmad Dar
S/o:  Mohammad Abdullah Dar
Roll No: 32609403
 Year & Session  2020-21- Annual Pvt Bi-Annual

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Migration  Card. 
Anybody (if) having any objection may file the some before 
undersigned with (07) Seven days from the date of publication 
of this notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated as 
cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bb_r Board Of School Education 

Sub Office Bandipora

PUBLIC NOTICE

 My DOB has been wrongly written in my Aadhar Card as 05-
07-2008 while my correct DOB is 20-10-2012 which needs to be 
corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objection in the concerned office within a period 
of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
 Fatima Nasir 
D/o Nasir Hussain Sofi
 R/O Mallabuchan Baramulla
DOB (20-10-2012) BMG

PUBLIC NOTICE

My mother's name in school records has been wrongly written 
as Manzoora Begum while her correct name is Muneera Begum 
which needs to be corrected. If anybody having any objection 
in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of 
the Govt Middle School Hanjivera within a period of seven days 
from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objec-
tion shall be entertained.
Umer Hameed S/o Abdul Hameed Ganaie
Mother's Name: Muneera Begum
Class: 8th,  Roll No: 8072060 

BMG

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has bee wrongly written in my Bank Account details 
bearing no: 0227040800004537 as Ashiq Ahmad Hajam  while 
my correct name is Ashiq Hussain Hajjam which needs to be 
corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file the same in the office of the Branch Manager J&K 
Bank Singhpora within a period of seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be en-
tertained. 
Ashiq  Hussain Hajam S/o Gh Ahmad Hajam
R/o Habak Tangoo Pattan

BMG

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written in my passport as Fatima 
Begum while my correct name is Fatima Bano which needs to be 
corrected . If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she 
may file the same in the office of the Regional Passport Officer 
Srinagar within a period of seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Fatima Bano 
W/O Mohammad Qasim Bhat 
R/o Magam

BMG

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice 
is claiming to have lost the original Migration certificate  under 
Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Haris Manzoor
S/o Manzoor Ahmad Dar
R/o Yall Kunzer
 
Roll No 2414271  Session /Year 2019 

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Migration  Cer-
tificate. Anybody (if) having any objection may file the some 
before undersigned with (07) Seven days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated 
as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg Sub Office Magam

From the office of Advocate Waseeem Shamas 
Advocate at Jammu and Kashmir High court 

Srinagar wing

01. Shahroze khan S/O Ghulam Nabi Khan
02. Soliya Mushtaq D/O Mushtaq Ahmad Shah W/O Shahroze 
Khan
Both residents of Khawaja yarbal Saida kadal Srinagar

...Cavetors
Versus

Public at large
...Non-Caveators In the matter of: - CAVEAT for publication
1. That the Caveators are the permanent resident of UT of Jammu 
and Kashmir and have every right to seeking the indulgence of this 
Hon'ble court for the safe guarding of their rights.
2. That the caveators are the owners and in possession of land mea-
suring 9 marlas falling under khasra no 799/621/128 min khta no 95 
and 394 situated at wanihama payeen tehsil and district Srinagar 
north. The caveators apprehends that some unknown persons may 
file a case against them without any authority as such this caveat
3. That the Caveator apprehends that some un-known persons may 
file suit or any other proceedings before this Hon'ble court wherein 
the Caveator could be the party.
4. That in case any such SUIT, Appeal or any other proceedings is 
filed before this Hon'ble court against the Caveator, no ex-party ad-
interim relief may be granted in favor of the non-Caveator/s with-
out hearing the Caveator or his counsel, as otherwise the Caveator 
may suffer irreparable loss and injury which cannot be compensat-
ed in any manner later on and non-Caveators would cause an abuse 
of the process of the court.
Srinagar Caveators through counsel

Waseem Shamas 
Advocate J & K and Ladakh High court 

nj at Srinagar wing

Government of Jammu And Kashmir

Office Of The Zonal Education 
Officer,Kangan

Tel. No:  0194-2418237; fax: 0194-2418237  email zeokangan@gmail.com  
address: near jamiya masjid kangan -191202    

Notification No 03 ZEO Of 2023  
Dated: 30-10-2023

Subject:- Provisional selection list of the candidates for the engagement of AAY A’s/Help-
ers under ECCE for the year 2023-24 advertised vide this office notification No.76 of 2023 
dated:-28-07-2023 for 91 posts of AAYA’s/Helpers in the selected schools.

Reference:-Project Director Samagra Shiksha J&K Order No.07 of Chiraj-2023 Dated:-09- 
01-2023 and Chief Education Officer GanderbaVs endorsement No.CEO/Gbl/SS/285 Dat-
ed:-20-06-2023.

The provisional selection is prepared in accordance with the norms of Director SAMAGRA 
SHIKSHA J&K, and is hereby notified as per Annexure-A to this notification. It is further 
ordered that:-
I)This is a provisional list only and mere figuring in it shall not confer any right to the can-
didates for final selection.
In case of any objection by any applicant who had applied for the post, to this notifica-
tion can file its appeal in the Office of Chief Education Officer Ganderbal within seven(07) 
days from the date of publication of this notification.

N: ZEO/Kgn/SMS/2315-17  
 Zonal Education 

Officer, Kangan

S.No Village Name Parentage DOB Qualification Catergorey
1 Preng Mehnaz Rashid Abdul Rashid Wani 01-03-1984 10th Orphan
2 Preng Mubashir Rashid Abdul Rashid Wani 28-02-1990 10th Orphan
3 Preng Nafiya Rashid Abdul Rashid Wani 15-02-1995 MA Orphan
4 Preng Joziya Bashir Bashir Ahmad Chopan 06-08-1995 8th Orphan
5 Drugtango Hanifa Bano Ghulam Mohammad Bhat 05-03-1996 12th BPL
6 Kachnambal Tabasum Farooq Farooq Ahmad Kharee 07-09-1994 9th Divorced
7 Kachnambal Sahkeela Akhter Kaloo Meelo 10-06-1999 10th Orphan
8 Kachnambal Tahira Bano Kaloo Meelo 04-12-2000 10th Orphan
9 Kachnambal Gazala Akhter Gh Hussain Kooly 01-07-2003 9th Orphan

10 Kachnambal Hafeeza Bano Shabir Ahmad Mir 04-04-1981 8th BPL
11 Kachnambal Safeena Bano Zabair Ahmad Tenda 01-03-1995 9Th BPL
12 Haripora Bilkeesa Bano Bashir Ahmad Magray 01-04-1985 8th Divorced
13 Haripora Massuda Ghulam Rasool Shah 29-04-1987 8Th Orphan
14 Manigam Sabreena Akhter Ghulam Qadir Chopan 10-09-1999 10th Orphan
15 Manigam Gulshan Bano Bilal Ahmad Lone 02-04-1986 8th BPL
16 Manigam Nasreena Bano Imtiyaz Shaban Lone 10-11-1989 12th BPL
17 Manigam Safeena Bano Ajaz Ahmad Kasana 06-12-1994 11th BPL
18 Manigam Nasreena Bano Imtiyaz Ahmad Shiekh Gojar 01-03-1999 9th BPL
19 Manigam Tasleema Shah Mohammad Haqan Shah 11-03-1999 8th BPL
20 Chattergul Jameela Bano Mohammad Shafi Khatana 03-02-1992 9th Divorced
21 Chattergul Tasleema Akhter Ghulam Qadir  Lone 01-02-1994 8th Orphan
22 Chattergul Fehmeeda Hassan Gh Hassan Chopan 01-01-1996 12th Orphan
23 Chattergul Zareefa Bano Bashir Ahmad Ganie 04-03-1996 BA Orphan

24 Chattergul Shakeela Akhter Mohammad Ibrahim Gojar Pathan 02-01-1990 8Th BPL
25 Chattergul Abida Bano Mohammad Aslam 02-03-1990 9Th BPL
26 Chattergul Rifat Hassan Gh. Hassan Chopan 01-02-2003 12Th Orphan
27 Chattergul Sabreena Bano Haq Nawaz Chara 05-01-2000 8Th BPL
28 Barwalla Saleema Begum Mohd Ashraf Ganie 10-11-1985 12th Widow
29 Chinner Farida Bano Gulzar Ahmad Mir 01-04-1980 9th BPL
30 Burnabugh Aasifa Jan Abdul Rahim Mir 15-01-1997 9th Orphan
31 Burnabugh Sameera Akhter Mohammad Yousuf Mir 09-05-2000 12th Orphan
32 Burnabugh Ishrat Nazir Nazir Ahmad 05-04-2002 10th Orphan
33 Burnabugh Rukhsana Aziz Abdul Aziz Pakhtoon 09-12-2002 10Th Orphan
34 Burnabugh Parveena Bano Nazir Ahmad Bijran 12-11-1999 8Th BPL
35 Khanan Shaheena Bano Abdul Ahad Magray 06-11-1992 8th Divorced
36 Khanan Nishaba Zubair Zubair Ahmad Khatana 05-07-2004 12th Orphan
37 Khanan Zojaana Bano Mohammad Abdullaha Pakhtoon 11-01-1998 9th BPL
38 Margund Naseema Bano Muneer Ahmad Gujar Khatna 05-08-2004 10th Orphan
39 Margund Meema Bano Irshad Ahmad Shah 01-05-1985 B.Ed BPL
40 Kijpora Nighat Bashir Bashir Ahmad Sheikh 15-10-1999 8th Orphan
41 Nilla Najwan Asmat Sultan Tashooq Ahmad Rather 01-03-1987 9th Widow
42 Nilla Najwan Nazima Bano Ab. Rehman Lone 15-04-2000 8Th Orphan
43 WUSSAN Dilshada Akhter Naseem Ahmad Khan 16-03-1997 8th Widow
44 WUSSAN Sabreena Qadir Gh. Mohi-Ud-Din Sheikh 01-02-1988 8Th Orphan
45 WUSSAN Masrat Nazir Nazir Ahmad Sheikh 25-02-1998 BA Orphan
46 WUSSAN Mehnaz Akhter Dilawar Khan 25-06-1998 BA Orphan
47 WUSSAN Nusrat Ali Ali Mohammad Dar 03-03-2000 12th Orphan
48 WUSSAN Shaheena Akhter Ghulam Mohammad Shah 18-05-2001 10th Orphan
49 WUSSAN Shahida Akhter Jalala Din Khan 07-01-2004 12th Orphan

Office Of the Zonal Education Officer,Kangan
Sub:-Tentative engagement list of AAYA/Helpers under Early Children Education(ECCE) for the Year 2023-24.

50 WUSSAN Shameena Akhter Abdul Ahad Kumar 15-04-1986 10Th BPL
51 WUSSAN Tawheeda Rashid Aamir Bashir Mir 05-06-1988 10th BPL
52 WUSSAN Rifat Shafi Riyaz Ahmad Rather 05-06-1988 12th BPL
53 WUSSAN Shabnum Bano Rayees Ahmad Khan 01-01-1996 BA BPL
54 Satrina Suraya Rashid Abdul Rashid Raina 02-03-1996 12Th Orphan
55 Satrina Soney Jan Abdul Rashid Awan 01-07-1996 8Th BPL
56 Satrina Parveena Bano Mohd. Yousif Gojar Kasana 07-11-1995 12th BPL
57 Satrina Mymoona Bano Ghulam Mohammad Hajam 12-12-2001 10Th Orphan
58 Akhal Nageena Bano Ab Salam Khan 11-03-1982 8TH Passed Divorced
59 Akhal Shahida Bano Gh Rasool Wani 20-12-1991 12TH Passed Orphan
60 Akhal Zahida Bano Gh. Nabi Khan 05-06-1999 9Th Orphan
61 Akhal Bisma Jan Abdul Majid Njar 05-03-2000 8Th Orphan
62 Akhal Rukhsana Akhter Abdul Gani Najar 19-10-2000 8Th Orphan
63 Anderwan Akhter Jan Mohd Ashraf khan 03-03-2002 12th passed Orphan
64 Anderwan Jameela Bano Mohd Shafi Choudary 15-02-1986 9th passed BPL
65 Anderwan Shareefa Bano Altaf Ahmad Khan 02-07-1991 8th passed BPL
66 Anderwan Parvaiza Bano Reyaz Ahmad Khan 28-02-1995 9Th BPL
67 Anderwan Rubeena Bano Abdul Qayoom Khan 10-11-1998 12Th BPL
68 Anderwan Shamshada Bano Bahadur Ahmad Khan 10-06-2000 8Th BPL
69 Wangath Asia Ali Ali Mohd Mir 10-03-1992 MA B.ED Orphan
70 Wangath Sameena Aslam Mohd. Aslam Khan 17-11-1996 12Th Orphan
71 Wangath Safiya Aslam Mohammad Aslam Khan 01-06-1998 BA Orphan
72 Wangath Shaheena Bano Mohd Yaqoob Chichi 03-01-2000 12th passed Orphan
73 Wangath Ashifa bano Mohd Yaqoob Chichi 03-01-2001 10th passed Orphan
74 Wangath Shabnum Bano Mohd Ishaq khatana 15-01-2001 8Th Orphan
75 Wangath Nusrat Bano Ab Quayoom Sangoo 04-03-2003 12th Passed Orphan
76 Wangath Haseena Begum Mohd Maqbool Sheikh 02-11-1989 10th pased BPL
77 Wangath Rakheela Bano Mohd Ismail Bijran 01-04-1992 8th Passed BPL
78 Wangath Khaleefa Bano Gulzar Ahmad Awan 01-12-1994 9th passed BPL
79 Wangath Fahmeeda Akhter Abdul Ahad Mir 01-01-1995 8th Passed BPL
80 Kangan Shagufta Bano Lt Gh Mohd Mir 06-03-1981 8Th Orphan
81 Kangan Zubaida Bano Ab Aziz Wani 01-03-1991 B.A Orphan
82 Kangan Arifa Bano Lt Noor Alam Gojar Khatana 02-03-2001 9Th Orphan
83 Arhama Qulsoma Bano Abdul Salam Rather 02-03-1986 9Th Pass Divorced
84 Arhama Sabreena Bano Gh. Rasool Rather 09-06-1987 10Th Divorced
85 Arhama Waheeda Akhter Abdul Rahman Lone 13-11-2000 10Th Pass Orphan
86 AriGoripora Shaheena Bano Ishtiyaq Ahmad Dar 10-02-1989 10Th Pass Widow
87 AriGoripora Fareeda Bano Mohd. Ramzan Mir 21-03-1993 12Th Pass Divorced
88 AriGoripora Rifat Ara Gh. Qadir Mir 31-12-1994 9Th Orphan
89 AriGoripora Amina Bano Ab. Rahim Sheikh 07-03-1992 9Th Pass Divorced
90 AriGoripora Nusrat Jan Abdul Satar Sheergo Gojrey 10-01-2002 12Th Pass Orphan
91 AriGoripora Musrat Jan Mohammad Abdullah Lone 15-04-1998 9Th Pass Orphan

Zonal Education Officer
Kangan

DIPK-11307/23
dated: 31-10-2023

Assistant Soil Conservation Officer Sgr

Government of Jammu & Kashmir(UT)

Municipal Committee Devsar
Subject: Tender Notice for hiring of machinery/vehicles for snow clearance at 
MC Devsar,  w.e.f 10-11-2023 to 31.03.2024.

TENDER NOTICE.
E - NIT No: MC/DVR/2023/40 of 2023 Dated:28.10.2023

               For and on behalf of the Municipal Committee Devsar, term e-tenders (in single cover system) 
are invited from the interested persons /agencies for hiring of machinery/vehicles for snow clear-
ance/lifting at MC Devsar, w. e. f 10-11-2023 to 31.03.2024 (or after completion of successful tender 
process) at Municipal Committee Devsar for Snow Clarence within the Jurisdiction of MC Devsar. The 
rate should be quoted for machinery as per hourly for JCB and for Dumper, Tipper and Tractor rate 
should be as per trip, the trip of the vehicle shall be within 3 Kilometers in the Town. The details of 
machinery and vehicles are as under:

S. No Name of the Machinery/Vehicle Rate
01 JCB Per Hour
02 Dumper Per Trip
03 Tipper Per Trip
04 Tractor with Snow Leveler Per Hour

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities 
(BOQ) set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the 
website www.jktenders.gov.in, as per the schedule of dates given below:

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 30.10.2023
2 Period of downloading of bid documents From 30.10.2023 to 06.11.2023
3 Bid submission Start Date 30.10.2023 from 10:00 AM
4 Bid submission End Date 07.11.2023 up to 11.00 AM
5 Date & Time of opening of Bid (Online) 07.11.2023 at 01.00 PM in the office of the Ex-

ecutive Officer, Municipal Committee Devsar.

No.:- MC/DVR/2023/1870-75
DIPK-NB-3913/23 
Dated:-31-10-2023       Sd/-

Executive Officer,
Municipal Committee, 

Devsar

'Brain Activity Much 'Richer' 
When People Talk In-Person 
Than Over Zoom'
Press Trust Of India

Brain activity in people 
engaged in online interac-
tions, such as over Zoom, 
was substantially sup-
pressed compared to that in 
people having face-to-face 
conversations, researchers 
have found.

Our brains are finely 
tuned to process dynamic 
facial cues, which are a 
primary source of social 
information, during real 
in-person encounters, the 
researchers from Yale Uni-
versity said.

"In this study, we find 
that the social systems of 
the human brain are more 
active during real live in-
person encounters than on 
Zoom, which appears to 
be an impoverished social 
communication system 
relative to in-person condi-
tions," said Joy Hirsch, pro-
fessor of comparative med-
icine and neuroscience, and 
senior author of the study 
published in the journal 
Imaging Neuroscience.

For the study, Hirsch's 
team recorded the brain's 
responses, or neural re-
sponse signals, in individu-
als engaged in live, two-
person interactions, and in 
those involved in two-per-
son conversations on Zoom, 
the popular video confer-
ence platform.

The researchers found 
that the strength of neu-
ral signalling was "dra-
matically" reduced on 
Zoom compared to in-
person conversations.

The increased brain ac-
tivity among those engaged 

in face-to-face interactions 
were associated with in-
creased gaze time and pupil 
diameters, all of which in-
dicate increased arousal in 
the two brains. It was also 
characteristic of enhanced 
face processing ability, the 
researchers said.

Further, more coordi-
nated neural activity was 
seen between the brains of 
individuals conversing in-
person, which, the research-
ers said, suggested enhanced 
reciprocal exchanges of so-
cial cues between the inter-
acting partners.

"Overall, the dynamic 
and natural social interac-

tions that occur spontane-
ously during in-person in-
teractions appear to be less 
apparent or absent during 
Zoom encounters," said 
Hirsch.

"This is a really robust 
effect," said Hirsch, whose 

lab developed a suite of 
neuroimaging technologies 
allowing the research team 
to study interactions be-
tween two people in natu-
ral settings in real-time.

The study findings il-
lustrate how important live, 
face-to-face interactions 
are to our natural social be-
haviours, Hirsch said.

"Online representa-
tions of faces, at least with 
current technology, do not 
have the same 'privileged 
access' to social neural cir-
cuitry in the brain that is 
typical of the real thing," 
she said.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5 : 25

ZUHR 12:14

ASR 4: 01

Magrib 5:42
ISHA 7: 03

•	 835 - All Saints Day made compulsory by Pope 
Gregory IV throughout Frankish Kingdom 

•	 996 - First recorded use of modern name for Austria 
in the ‘Ostarrîchi Document’ 

•	 1570 - All Saints Flood, tidal wave in the North 
Sea devastates the coast from Holland to Jutland; 
killing more than 1,000 people. 

•	 1721 - Prince Eugenius of Savoye unveals statue of 
himself 

•	 1755 - Lisbon earthquake kills more than 50,000 in 
Portugal 

•	 1834 First published reference to poker (as 
Mississippi riverboat game) 

•	 1894 - Vaccine for diphtheria announced by Dr Roux 
of Paris 

•	 1894 - Nicholas II becomes the new Tsar of Russia 
after his father, Alexander III, dies. 

•	 1897  - Italian football club Juventus F.C. is founded 
by students in Turin as Sport-Club Juventus

•	 1902 -  France and Italy sign an Entente under 
which Italy agrees to remain neutral if France is 
attacked; this is France's attempt to neutralize the 
Triple Entente

•	 1911 -  The first aerial bomb is dropped by an Italian 
pilot on Turkish troops in Libya during the Italo-
Turkish War

•	 1913 - Less than a week after the US non-
intervention promise, President Woodrow Wilson 
demands that Mexican dictator Huerta resigns 

•	 1917 - In WW I, the 1st US soldiers are killed in 
combat 

•	 1928 - Graf Zeppelin sets airship distance record of 
6384 km 

•	 1942 - 10th day of battle at El Alamein 
•	 1944 - World War II: Units of the British Army land 

at Walcheren in the Netherlands. 
•	 1947 - UN trusteeship for Nauru granted to 

Australia, NZ & UK 
•	 1951 - First atomic explosion witnessed by troops, 

New Mexico 
•	 1956 - Delhi becomes a territory of Indian union 
•	 1956 - Nobel for physics awarded to Shockley, 

Brattain & Bardeen 
•	 1962 - Greece enters European Common Market 
•	 1962 - USSR launches Mars 1; radio contact lost 

before arrival at Mars 
•	 1974 - UN affirms independence of Cyprus 
•	 1985 - Netherlands decides definitive sites for 

cruise missiles 
•	 1990 - Last of Margaret Thatcher’s original 

government resigns, Deputy PM Howe 
•	 1990 - Rhetoric escalates as Bush likens Saddam to 

Hitler 
•	 1991 - Three faculty, and one staff member of 

the department of physics and astronomy, were 
killed, along with one administrator, when physics 
graduate student Gang Lu went on a shooting 
rampage at the University of Iowa. 

•	 1993 - The Maastricht Treaty, the Treaty on 
European Union comes into effect 

•	 1998 - The European Court of Human Rights is 
instituted. 

•	 2012 - Scientists detect evidence of light from the 
universe’s first stars, predicted to have formed 500 
million years after the big bang 

•	 2012 - 2 Iranian fighter jets fire on a US General 
Atomics MQ-1 Predator drone in international air 
space 

•	 2015 - Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet’s Davutoglus 
Justice and Development Party regains its 
parliamentary majority in a surprise result

•	 2017- Boiler explosion at a NTPC government-run 
coal-fired power plant in Rae Bareli, India, kills 29

•	 2017 - UK Defense Secretary Michael Fallon resigns 
due to his behavior towards women, part of wider 
scandal of sexual harassment by UK politicians

•	 2018- Google employees stage mass walkout 
to protest the company's handling of sexual 
harassment

•	 2018- Ground assault mounted on Yemeni port city 
of Hudaydah by Saudi-backed government forces

•	 2020 - Gunmen kill at least 32 people, set fire to 
homes in Oromia state, Ethiopia, in attack blamed 
on rebel Oromo Liberation Army

HIJRI 
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GDC Srinagar Hosts 
Seminar On Oral Health & 
Career Guidance

Lt Governor Attends Open Painting 
Competition At Zero Bridge
Inaugurates DIPR’s Photo Exhibition On ‘Badalta Khilta Jammu Kashmir’  

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a signifi-
cant step towards inclu-
sive healthcare, Gov-
ernment Dental College 
(GDC) Srinagar today 
hosted a one-day semi-
nar focusing on career 
counseling and oral 
health care for individu-
als with special needs.

 The event, inaugu-
rated by the Principal of 
GDC, Prof. Riyaz Farooq, 
garnered enthusiastic 
participation from Heads 
of Departments, faculty 
members, as well as post-
graduate and undergrad-
uate students.

The seminar un-
folded through a series 
of enlightening lectures 
and presentations, delv-
ing deep into the impera-
tive of oral health care for 
those with special health-
care needs. It aimed to 
not only impart crucial 
knowledge but also ex-

tend a guiding hand to-
wards promising career 
paths within the realm of 
dentistry.

Dr. Altaf H Shah, a 
distinguished figure in 
the field of dentistry and 
Associate Professor at 
Marquette University, 
School Of Dentistry, 
Wisconsin USA, deliv-
ered an illuminating 
lecture on comprehen-
sive oral healthcare for 
individuals with special 
needs. He shed light on 
the pivotal role of den-
tists in achieving this, 
while also elucidating 
the diverse career oppor-
tunities within the field.

Speaking during the 
event, Prof. Riyaz em-
phasized the multitude 
of avenues available to 
graduating students to 
advance their careers. He 
underscored that a doc-
tor's dedication should 
fundamentally lie in the 
betterment of society.

Office Of The Executive Engineer, 
TLMD-VI (6),Bemina, Srinagar

Tele No: 0194-2492429 Fax: 0194-2492429.

Email: tlcdistpdd@gmail.com
EXT E N S I O N – I

e-NIT No: TLMD-VI/13 of 2023-24
Dated: 14 /10/2023

Name of the work:  Annual Rate Contract for Carrying out Preventive / Routine / Breakdown Maintenance of 220kV and 132kv Grid 
stations Viz Delina, Mattan & Kulgam for the year 2023-24.

Corrigendum title: Extension of bid submission dates for NIT due to poor response.
Bids not accompanied with CDR/DD shall not be entertained for techno-commercial evaluation.

CRITICAL DATES AFTER CORRIGENDUM:-

1. e-Bid submission (end) date & time(Submission supporting documents in 
PDF formats).

09-11-2023  (2:30pm)

2. Online Techno-Commercial e-Bid opening date and time. 11-11-2023 (2:30pm)
3. Venue of opening of Techno-Commercial-Bids. Office of the Executive Engineer, TLMD-VI, 

Bemina, Srinagar
4. Cost of e-Bid document (to be submitted in the form of DD /Online Pay-

ment Pledged to Executive Engineer, TLMD-VI, JKPTCL Bemina Srinagar.
Rs. 1000/-

5. Cost of EMD ( in the form of CDR/DD) Rs. 20000/= pledged to Executive Engi-
neer, TLMD-VI, Bemina, Srinagar.

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per attached SBD, BOQ and other documents uploaded on site.

No: TLMD-VI/ 2384-88
DIPK-NB-3937/23  Dated:-  31.10.2023       -Sd/-

Executive Engineer
 TLMD-VI, Bemina Sgr.
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EOI for Empanelment of Consultant 
Expression of Interest (EOI) is invited for selection of 
consultant for preparation of Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) for setting up of 10 MWp Ground Mounted Grid-
Connected Solar     Power Plant at Islamic University of 
Science & Technology, Kashmir, Campus II. The detailed 
document (for terms and conditions) is available at 
university website www.iust.ac.in . The last date for the 
submission of EOI is 21-11-2023 (upto 4:00 pm). 
 

No. IUST/Reg_P&S/Ext_EOI/23/1592                                                 Sd/- 
Dated: 31 -10-2023            Assistant Registrar (Procurement & Stores) 

DIPK-NB-3922/23 dated: 31-10-2023

 
 

      

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha today attended an open 
painting competition on the theme 
“Corruption free & Poverty free fu-
ture", Ideals of Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat at Zero Bridge, on the occa-
sion of UT Foundation Day.

The Lt Governor interacted 
with the children participating in 
the competition and encouraged 
them to highlight the social issues 
through their creative art.

The painting competition 
was organized by School Educa-

tion Department.
As a part of UT Foundation Day 

celebration, the Lt Governor inau-
gurated a photo exhibition orga-

nized by Department of Information 
and Public Relations on the theme 
"Badalta Khilta Jammu Kashmir" 
at the iconic Lal Chowk.

The exhibition highlighted the 
development journey of Jammu 
Kashmir over the last four years.

Junaid Azim Mattu, Mayor 
SMC; Mandeep Kaur, Commission-
er/Secretary, Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj; Dr Shahid 
Iqbal Choudhary, CEO, Mission 
Youth; Vijay Kumar Bidhuri, Di-
visional Commissioner Kashmir; 
Minga Sherpa, Director Informa-
tion Department; HoDs and senior 
officers were also present.

Pledge Taking Ceremonies 
Held Across Srinagar On 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In connection 
with the Observance 
of National Unity day 
(Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) 
to mark the birth anni-
versary of Sardar Vallab-
hai Patil on October 31, 
the District Administra-
tion Srinagar Tuesday 
organized pledge taking 
ceremonies at all Gov-
ernment Offices.

 The Pledge Taking 
Ceremonies were held on 
the directions of Deputy 
Commissioner, Srinagar 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad.

 At the Meeting Hall 
of DC Office Srinagar, 

the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) 
Srinagar, Syed Ahmad 
Kataria administered 
pledge to all Officers and 
Officials on National 
Unity day to dedicate 
themselves and their 
services to preserve the 
Unity, integrity and se-
curity of the nation and 
to strive hard to spread 
this message among the 
fellow citizens.

 Similar pledge tak-
ing ceremonies were also 
held in other District Of-
fices in Srinagar where-
in the Officer/officials 
took oath with regard to 
commemoration of Na-
tional Unity day.

114 Students Receive Rs 28.5L Under 
SKUAST-K Endowment Fund
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Kashmir Monday 
distributed Rs 28.5 lakh to 114 
undergraduate deserving students 
under its SKUAST-K Endowment 
Fund scholarship.

The SKUAST-K Endowment 
Fund was established in May this 
year with the aim to help finan-
cially disadvantaged students. The 
fund is supported by the univer-
sity faculty, staff, alumni, and sev-
eral philanthropic organizations.

Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K, 
Prof Nazir Ahmad Ganai, handed 
over the cheque of Rs 28.5 lakh to 

Manager, J&K Bank, SKUAST-K 
Shalimar Branch in a function at 
the university main campus. The 
amount was later transferred to 
the students online.

Prof Ganai, who is the brain 
behind establishing the SKUAST-
K Endowment Fund, said the 
university has created the fund 
with contributions of the faculty, 
staff and alumni, while people 
from different walks of life includ-
ing AIBOA have contributed 
generously towards the fund. He 
said the aim of the endeavor is to 
help the students on their journey 
towards a brighter future.

Education is a fundamental 
right that should be accessible 
to every individual, regardless 

of their financial circumstances, 
he stressed.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Director Education Prof MAA 
Siddique, said that SKUAST K 
has long been a frontrunner in 
supporting students from diverse 
socio-economic backgrounds. 
The university recognizes that 
economic challenges should 
never be a hindrance to one’s 
education. This initiative demon-
strates SKUAST K’s dedication 
to its students, as it continues 
to foster a learning environ-
ment that is accessible to all. 
Each scholarship recipient was 
awarded a grant to help alleviate 
the financial burden of pursuing 
their academic dreams.

As a part of UT 
Foundation Day 
celebration, the Lt Governor 
inaugurated a photo 
exhibition organized by 
Department of Information 
and Public Relations on 
the theme "Badalta Khilta 
Jammu Kashmir" at the 
iconic Lal Chowk.

S.P College Srinagar 
Celebrates UT Foundation Day

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Sri Pratap Col-
lege, Srinagar celebrated 
UT Foundation Day with 
great zeal and enthusi-
asm in College Campus 
on Tuesday.

The celebrations 
started early in the morn-
ing with Unity Run (Ekta 
Run) that witnessed 
participation from stu-
dents, NSS Volunteers 
and faculty along with 
the Jawans from 132 bat-
talion of the CRPF. The 
run commenced at 9:00 
am from Ghanta Ghar 
and culminated at S. P. 
College. The run was im-

mediately followed by a 
massive plantation drive 
inside the lawns of S. P. 
College in which all the 
participants from the run 
planted a deodar sapling.

Afterwards, to formal-
ly kick start the day-long 
Accession Day celebra-
tions, Tiranga hoisting 
ceremony was held fol-
lowed by the playing of 
the National Anthem. The 
ceremony was presided 
over by the dignitaries in-
cluding Prince Noorul Ha-
mid, Deputy Secretary to 
Higher Education Depart-
ment along with Principal 
S. P. College, Prof (Dr.) Gh-
ulam Jeelani Qureshi.

PIC: Abid Bhat/KO
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	 		Email:	telkmrzone@jkpolice.gov.in	 Phone	No.(office)	0194-245269	
	 (Fax)	0194-2506526

ZONAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS TELECOM KASHMIR
SHORT TERM QUOTATION

Due	to	poor	response	to	this	office	short	term	quotation	issued	vide	order	endorsement	No.	Q-HEATING-Arrg/KZ-2023-24/19138-43	
dated	19-10-2023,	afresh	sealed	short	term	quotations	are	invited	from	authorized	dealers/suppliers	for	supply	of	commercial	LPG	
filled	cylinders	of	19	Kgs	to	Police	Telecommunication	Kashmir	zone	for	winter	session	2023-24	for	delivery	at	Zonal	Police	Telecom	
Hqrs	Kashmir-PCR	Kmr	Complex	Batamaloo,	All	District	&	Police	District	Telecom	Hqrs	of	Kashmir	valley	on	day-to-day	government	
approved	rates.
The	rates	quoted	per	cylinder	at	District	&	Police	District	Telecom	Hqrs	of	Kashmir	valley	should	be	inclusive	of	all	taxes	viz	SGCT/CGST	
and	other	charges	viz	freight,	loading,	unloading	as	applicable	under	rules	at	ZPTHQ	Kashmir,	District	&	Police	District	Telecom	Hqrs	of	
Kashmir	valley.
The	quotation	must	be	submitted	in	a	sealed	envelope	duly	marked	for	supply	of	commercial	LPG	filled	cylinders	of	19	Kgs	capacity	
addressed	to	Sr.	Supdt.	of	Police	Telecommunication	Kashmir	and	should	reach	this	office	by	or	before	04-11-2023	up	to	1700	hours.	
The	quotations	so	received	will	be	opened	on	05-11-2023	at	1130hrs	in	the	office	of	undersigned	in	presence	of	quotationers	who	may	
like	to	attend	the	opening	of	quotations	on	the	scheduled	date.
The	supply	has	to	be	made	immediately	on	placement	of	Supply	order	within	the	prescribed	time	period.
The	quotations	shall	be	accompanied	with	authorization	certificate	and	the	earnest	money	deposit	(EMD)	amounting	to	Rs.	10,000/-	
(Rupees	Ten	Thousand	only)	in	shape	of	CDR	from	any	scheduled	J&K	Bank	pledged	to	SSP	Telecom	Kashmir	without	which	no	quotation	
shall	be	accepted.	The	quotation	received	after	prescribed	date	and	time	shall	not	be	entertained.	The	already	received	quotations	are	
valid	and	treated	fresh	for	further	course.
The	earnest	money	of	the	unsuccessful	quotationer	will	be	released	within	one	month	after	the	opening	of	the	quotations,	whereas,	in	
case	of	successful	quotationer,	it	will	be	treated	as	a	part	of	security	deposit	and	will	be	released	after	successful	supply	of	gas	during	
the	winter	session	2023-24.
No.	Q-	Heating	Arrg/KZ-2023-24/19587-91	 Sr.	Supdt.	ot	Police,
Dated:30/10/2023	 Telecommunication	Kashmir.

DIPK-11333-23
DT: 31/10/2023

‘Despair’: UN Deplores 
Gaza Conditions, Child 
Casualties Amid Israeli War

Iran’s FM Says National Referendum Only 
Viable Political Solution To Palestinian Issue

Opposition Leaders Claim 
Apple Warned Them About 
Their Phones Being Hacked

Yemen’s Houthis Say 
They Launched Ballistic 
Missiles, Drones At Israel

Centre Given Time To 
Respond To Petition Against 
Use Of INDIA Acronym

Cash For Query Case: Mahua 
Moitra Says Will Appear 
Before Ethics Committee On 
November 2

Agencies

An urgent ceasefire is a mat-
ter of life and death for mil-

lions in the Gaza Strip, an offi-
cial warned at a United Nations 
Security Council emergency 
briefing, noting climbing child 
casualties as Israel continues to 
bombard the enclave.

Palestinians in Gaza are fac-
ing a life-or-death crisis ag-
gravated by the struggle to 
deliver aid to the Strip’s more 
than two million inhabitants, 
said Philippe Lazzarini, head 
of the UN agency for Palestin-
ian refugees (UNRWA), at the 
meeting on Monday.

“The level of destruction is 
unprecedented, the human 
tragedy unfolding under our 
watch is unbearable,” the of-
ficial said. “The current siege 
imposed on Gaza is collective 
punishment.”

More than half a million 
Palestinians forced from their 
homes due to Israel’s bombing 
campaign, continuing for three 
weeks, are now sheltering in 
crammed UNRWA schools and 
buildings, with scarce food and 
water and often nowhere to 
sleep, he reported.

“Hunger and despair are 
turning into anger against the 
international community,” La-
zzarini said, adding that the 
meagre aid allowed in through 
Egypt starting last week was 
nowhere near sufficient.

Israel began allowing lim-
ited aid into Gaza on October 
21, but in-depth inspections 
of each convoy have caused 
lengthy delays. Israel has also 
categorically refused to allow 
fuel to be shipped in, leaving 
the enclave’s few operational 
hospitals at risk of closure.

‘Last remaining lifeline’
On Sunday, Palestinians, 

desperate due to continued 
blockade and bombing, broke 
into UN warehouses, taking 
wheat, flour, and other basic 

survival goods.
“A further breakdown in civil 

order will make it extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, for 
the largest UN agency in Gaza 
to continue operating, “ Lazza-
rini warned the UNSC assembly.

“I say this while being fully 
aware that UNRWA is the last 
remaining lifeline for the Pal-
estinian people in Gaza,” he 
added.

To increase the flow of 
much-needed aid, UN officials 
have urged Israel to open up 
Karem Abu Salem, known as 
Kerem Shalom to Israelis, bor-
der crossing with Gaza, saying 
it is the only passage equipped 
to take in enough trucks. Is-
rael has so far refused to open 
any of its crossing points with 
the enclave, on which it has 
imposed a land, air, and sea 
blockade for 16 years.

‘This cannot be collateral 
damage’

UN officials also emphasised 
the skyrocketing casualties 
in Gaza, particularly among 
children, a toll unparalleled by 
even the most bloody contem-
porary conflicts.

“More than 420 children are 
being killed or injured in Gaza 
each day — a number which 
should shake each of us to our 
core,” said UNICEF Executive 
Director Catherine Russell.

Lazzarini added: “This sur-
passes the number of children 
killed annually across the 
world’s conflict zones since 
2019,” stressing, “This cannot 
be ‘collateral damage’.”

Israel has warned that even 
greater danger looms as it in-
tensifies a ground offensive 
into the enclave. It has or-
dered people in Gaza to evacu-
ate to the southern part of the 
territory or risk being treated 
as “terrorist accomplices”.

However, Palestinians in 
Gaza have not found safety in 
the south either, where Israel 
has continued to bomb homes.

“I have said many times, and 
I will say it again ‘no place is 
safe in Gaza’,” said Lazzarini.

His plea to the UNSC came 
after the body failed to pass 
four separate resolutions call-
ing for a ceasefire or “humani-
tarian pauses”. One was ve-
toed by the United States, and 
another by Russia and China. 
The others failed to get the 
minimum nine votes.

On Friday, the UN General 
Assembly voted overwhelm-
ingly in favour of a resolu-
tion calling for an immediate 
humanitarian truce, but its 
resolution is non-binding. The 
US and Israel were among 14 
countries to vote against the 
resolution.

Agencies

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian says 

holding a referendum in Pal-
estine can serve as the "funda-
mental and political" solution 
to the Palestinian issue.

In a phone conversation on 
Monday, Amir-Abdollahian 
and Vatican’s Secretary for 
Relations with States Paul 
Archbishop Richard Gallagher 
discussed Israel's relentless 
attacks against the defense-
less Palestinian people, which 
have been going on over the 
past 24 days, as well as ways 
to find a political solution to 
the critical situation.

"We believe that the Pales-
tinian crisis should be resolved 
basically and a political solution 
to it is to hold a referendum with 
[the participation of] all the orig-
inal inhabitants of Palestine, in-
cluding the Christians, the Jews 
and the Muslims, in cooperation 
with the United Nations," the top 
Iranian diplomat said.

Israel waged the bloody 
war on the Gaza Strip on Oc-
tober 7 after the Palestinian 
Hamas resistance movement 

launched the surprise Opera-
tion Al-Aqsa Storm against the 
occupying entity.

Since the start of the war, the 
Israeli regime has been commit-
ting war crimes in Gaza, killing 
at least 8,306 Palestinians, in-
cluding 3,457 children, and in-
juring over 22,000 others.

Pointing to his October 22 
letter to Gallagher on the de-
terioration of the humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza, Amir-
Abdollahian hailed the stance 
adopted by the Vatican official 
and Pope Francis.

In his letter, Amir-Abdollahi-
an said the crimes committed 
by the Israeli regime, includ-
ing bombardment of al-Mam-
dani Hospital and a historical 
church in the Gaza Strip, where 

women and children had shel-
tered, “reveal another facet of 
the Zionist regime’s savage and 
brutal nature.”

The Iranian foreign minister 
also warned against the con-
sequences of a possible ex-
pansion of war.

Gallagher, for his part, 
stressed the importance of de-
livering humanitarian aid to 
the war-stricken people in Gaza 
and finding a political solution 
to the conflicts with Israel in a 
bid to prevent the expansion 
of war. Iran opposes killing of 
civilians in every part of world: 
Amir-Abdollahian

In another phone call with 
Maltese Minister for Foreign, 
Trade and European Affairs 
Ian Borg on Monday, Amir-
Abdollahian said Iran opposes 
the killing of civilians, includ-
ing women and children, in 
any part of the world.

"Unfortunately, there is no 
resemblance between the 
measures of the [Palestinian] 
liberation movement Hamas 
and constant attacks and war 
crimes perpetrated by the oc-
cupying regime of al-Quds (Is-
rael)," he added.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI:  At least four 
opposition leaders on Tues-
day claimed to have received 
messages from Apple warn-
ing them of "state-sponsored 
attackers trying to remotely 
compromise" their iPhones 
and posted the purported 
screenshots on their X handles.

Trinamool Congress MP Ma-
hua Moitra, Shiv Sena (UBT)'s 
Priyanka Chaturvedi, Congress's 
Lok Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor and 
his party's media and publicity 
department head Pawan Khera 
shared the screenshots on X.

PTI reached out to Apple for 
comment but there was no im-
mediate response.

"Received text and email 
from Apple warning me that 
the government trying to hack 
into my phone and email. @
HMOIndia -- get a life. Adani 
and PMO bullies - your fear 
makes me pity you," Moitra 
said sharing the screenshots.

Tagging Chaturvedi to the 
post, she claimed that three 
other leaders of the opposition 
INDIA alliance have received 
similar messages.

Chaturvedi also shared a 
similar screenshot which she 
claimed to have received from 
Apple and said, "Wonder who? 
Shame on you. Cc: @HMOIndia 
for your kind attention".

Replying to Moitra's post, she 
said, "So not just me but also @
MahuaMoitra has received this 

warning from Apple. Will @
HMOIndia investigate?"

Congress MP from Thiruva-
nanthapuram Shashi Tharoor 
also shared a post about him 
receiving a similar message.

"Received from an Apple ID, 
threat-notifications@apple.
com, which I have verified. Au-
thenticity confirmed. Glad to 
keep underemployed officials 
busy at the expenses of tax-
payers like me! Nothing more 
important to do?" he said on 
X, tagging the Prime Minis-
ter's Office, the Congress, party 
chief Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Rahul Gandhi.

Khera also shared a screen-
shot of a similar message on 
X and said, "Dear Modi Sarkar, 
why are you doing this?"

The message shared by the 
MPs stated, "ALERT: State-
sponsored attackers may be 
targeting your iPhone".

"Apple believes you are being 
targeted by state-sponsored at-
tackers who are trying to re-
motely compromise the iPhone 
associated with your Apple 
ID. These attackers are likely 
targeting you individually be-
cause of who you are or what 
you do. If your device is com-
promised by a state-sponsored 
attacker, they may be able to 
remotely access your sensitive 
data, communications, or even 
the camera and microphone. 
While it's possible this is a false 
alarm, please take this warning 
seriously," it stated.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High 
Court Tuesday granted time to 
the Centre to respond to a peti-
tion for restraining 26 political 
parties from using the acronym 
INDIA (Indian National Devel-
opmental Inclusive Alliance).

A bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Satish Chandra Sharma, 
which had issued notice on the 
plea in August, noted that only 
the Election Commission has 
filed a response and some of 
the political parties named in 
the proceedings have not been 
served the notice yet.

It also granted time to the 
political parties to state their 
stand.

During the hearing, the 
counsel for the petitioner said 
the matter required to be dealt 
with urgently, as the parties 
were using "the name of the 
country" and the national flag.

Petitioner Girish Bharadwaj 
had approached the high court 
earlier this year against the use 
of INDIA acronym, saying the 
political parties in the grouping 
were taking "undue advantage 
in the name of our country".

The petitioner sought an in-
terim order staying the use of 
acronym INDIA as also the na-
tional flag by the alliance.

The court orally observed 
during the proceedings that 
the national flag cannot be 
used by the political parties 
and listed the case for further 
consideration on November 22.

"National flag you cannot 
use," the bench, also compris-
ing Justice Tushar Rao Gedela 
said.

Senior advocate Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi told the court he 
was "representing most private 
respondents" (political parties) 
and that the petition was not 
maintainable.

He also opposed the allega-
tion over the use of the nation-
al flag by the alliance parties, 
saying it can lead to prosecu-
tion under the law in relation 
to use of national emblems.

The court said it was not 
holding a hearing in the matter 
at this stage as replies were yet 
to be filed.

"Let reply be filed (by Cen-
tre). Served respondents are 
also granted two weeks to file 
replies," the court said.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI:  TMC MP Mahua 
Moitra on Tuesday said she will 
appear before the Lok Sabha 
Ethics Committee on November 
2 but also expressed her desire 
to cross-examine businessman 
Darshan Hiranandani over the 
allegations made against her in 
the cash-for-query case.

Moitra had requested a hear-
ing date after November 5 to ac-
commodate her existing com-
mitments but was denied an 
extension beyond November 2.

Moitra on Tuesday ques-
tioned whether the Ethics 
Committee is the appropriate 
forum to examine allegations 
of alleged criminality.

She pointed out that par-
liamentary committees lack 
criminal jurisdiction and em-

phasised the importance of in-
volving law enforcement agen-
cies in such cases.

“While registering my pro-
test, I wish to inform you that 
I will respect the summons and 
appear before the Committee 
on November 2, 2023 at 11 am,” 
she said.

Agencies

Yemen’s Houthi rebels claim 
they launched a “large 

number” of ballistic missiles 
and drones towards Israel and 
warned of more attacks to 
come. Israel earlier said it de-
stroyed an unidentified “aer-
ial target” over the Red Sea on 
Tuesday morning.

“There was no threat or risk 
to civilians,” the Israeli military 
said.

The incident triggered air raid 
sirens in the popular Red Sea 
tourist resort of Eilat and sent 
residents running for shelter.

Separately, the Israeli mili-
tary said that it used the “Ar-
row” aerial defence system for 
the first time since the Octo-
ber 7 outbreak of the war with 
Hamas to intercept a surface-
to-surface missile in the Red 
Sea fired towards its territory.

Yahya Saree, a spokesperson 
for the Houthi’s military, said 
the operation was the third 
targeting Israel and threatened 
to carry out more strikes “until 
the Israeli aggression stops.”

Earlier, a senior Houthi offi-
cial told the AFP news agency 
that the Iran-backed Yemeni 
group had sent drones towards 
southern Israel.

“These drones belong to the 
state of Yemen,” Abdelaziz bin 
Habtour, prime minister of the 
Houthi government, said.

The incidents come as re-
gional tensions rise amid the 
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

“This is a concern for Israel 
because it is already engaged 

in conflict with the Iran-backed 
Hezbollah on its northern 
front,” Al Jazeera’s Sara Khairat 
said, reporting from occupied 
East Jerusalem.

On October 27, drones caused 
explosions in the Egyptian Red 
Sea towns of Taba and Nu-
weiba, near the Israeli border. 
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said Iran-backed Houthis 
launched drones and missiles 
“with the intention of harming 
Israel”.

The incidents came two days 
after Hamas, the group running 
the Gaza Strip, said it launched 
a rocket towards Eilat. The Is-
raeli military said the rocket 
landed in an open field.

Also last week, the US mili-
tary said a navy warship in the 
northern Red Sea intercepted 
projectiles launched by Houthis 
potentially towards Israel.

Regional tensions have 
been on the rise after Hamas 
launched a surprise attack in-
side Israel on October 7. Since 
then, Hezbollah has been in-
volved in increasingly heavy 
exchanges of cross-border fire 
with Israel. Iran denies having 
any role in the Hamas attack.

Meanwhile, Israel in recent 
days has expanded its air and 
ground attacks on the Gaza 
Strip, which has been under 
relentless bombardment for 
more than three weeks.

Officials in Gaza say more 
than 8,000 Palestinians have 
been killed in Israel’s air at-
tacks, while in Israel, the death 
toll has topped 1,400, according 
to Israeli authorities.

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SOCIAL 
WELFARE OFFICER SRINAGAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
ATTENTION:  FREE DISTRIBUTION OF PROSTHETIC AIDS AND ASSISTIVE DEVICES TO DIVYANJAN 

(Person with Disabilities).
It is to inform general public that this office in collaboration with ALIMCO Auxilary 
Production Centre is organizing an Assessment Camp for the free distribution of prosthetic 
aids among disabled individuals is to be organized on below mentioned dates and venues.

S.No Name of Office Date and Day
1. TSWO North Miskeen Bagh Khanyar Monday, 6/11/2023
2. TSWO South Bemina Tuesday, 7/11/2023

Please bring UDID Card and AADHAR Card to ensure the assessment process is accurate 
and efficient.
Through the medium of this notice the general public particularly disabled persons are 
requested to take the advantage of this camp for empowerment of Divyanjans.
DIPK-11326-23  Districts Social welfare Officer
DT: 31/10/2023 Srinagar
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A GIRL STUDENT GIVES final touches to her painting during a competition organised on 
the occasion of UT Foundation Day, here at Zero Bridge on Tuesday. KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

J&K Marks UT Foundation 
Day With Record-Breaking 
Public Participation
Over 11 Lakh Participate In Online Competitions

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir celebrated 
its Foundation Day with an un-
precedented display of enthusi-
asm, under the theme ‘Badalta 
Jammu & Kashmir, Badhta 
Jammu & Kashmir – Aman aur 
Taraqqi ki Nayi Tasveer,’ sym-
bolizing the remarkable trans-
formation the region has under-
gone since its reorganization.

The resounding success of 
this year’s celebration owes 
much to the overwhelming 
participation of the public, 
specially the youth, an official 
spokesperson said.

October 21, Chief Secretary, 
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, inau-
gurated a series of online com-
petitions, offering a platform 
for the citizen engagement.

The Information Technol-
ogy Department of Jammu and 
Kashmir introduced a range of 
online competitions in various 
categories, including Painting, 
Photography, Videography, Es-
say/Poetry writing, and a Selfie 
Competition. The response to 
these competitions has been 
remarkable with more than 11 
lakh participants spanning all 
age groups.

Participants from vari-
ous segments of society like 
schoolchildren, sports enthu-
siasts, the elderly, and profes-
sionals, including public ser-
vants, actively joined in the 
festivities. The overwhelming 
response through the https://
jk.mygov.in/contest portal 
underscores the growing em-
brace of e-governance, par-
ticularly among the tech-savvy 
generation, indicating the in-
creasing public engagement 
with digital platforms for vari-
ous activities, including cel-
ebrating the Foundation Day.

The UT Foundation Day cel-
ebrations not only highlight the 
unity and progress of Jammu 
and Kashmir but also showcase 
the region’s potential and the 
talent of its people. These cel-
ebrations serve as a testament 
to new and positive image re-
gion is embracing as it advanc-
es forward. It also reflects the 
cultural diversity and rich heri-
tage of Jammu and Kashmir, 
showcased through various 
art forms and expressions, like 
paintings, photography depict-
ing transformational changes, 
videos depicting the cultural 
tapestry, and thought-provok-
ing essays and poetry.

The diverse participation from 
enthusiastic schoolchildren to 
sports aficionados, the wisdom 
of the elderly, and dedicated 
professionals, including pub-
lic servants, has contributed to 
making the Foundation Day cel-
ebrations a true representation 
of the spirit of Jammu and Kash-
mir. The overwhelming response 
through https://jk.mygov.in/ 
contest portal is a testament to 
growing embrace of e-gover-
nance, particularly among the 
tech-savvy younger generation, 
who are actively engaging with 
digital platforms for various ac-
tivities and taking keen interest 
in celebrating the region’s trans-
formation and progress.

The winners of these com-
petitions will not only receive 
exciting prizes, including cash 
awards, but also gain recogni-
tion for their creative contribu-
tions, encouraging the talent 
pool in Jammu and Kashmir to 
shine on a larger stage. The re-
sults of these competitions will 
be eagerly awaited, and an offi-
cial prize distribution ceremo-
ny will be organized to honor 
the remarkable achievements 
of the participants, adding to 
the jubilant atmosphere of the 
Foundation Day celebrations.

'RASTRIYA EKTA DIWAS'

Unity Runs, Integrity Pledges 
Organised Across Jammu

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Scores of unity runs 
and integrity pledges were or-
ganised across Jammu region 
as part of the Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas', celebrated to mark the 
birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel the country's 
first home minister.

The birth anniversary of Sar-
dar Patel has been celebrated 
as the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas' or 
National Unity Day since 2014, 
and a Run for Unity' was or-
ganised here to mark the day.

The Jammu and Kashmir Re-
organisation Act, 2019, which 
split the erstwhile state into two 
union territories Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh came into 
effect from October 31, 2019. 
This day is celebrated as union 
territory day in J&K and Ladakh.

In Jammu, a big unity run 
was organised by district ad-
ministration, which was led 
by Jammu Divisional Commis-

sioner Ramesh Kumar from 
Gulshan ground area and con-
cluded at Hari Singh Park here.

Hundreds of people includ-
ing school students, officials 
of various departments, police 
personnel and civilians took 
part in the run for unity. They 
chanted the organs of Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai'.

Speaking to reporters here, 
Kumar said a unity marathon 
has been organised on Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel's 148th birth 
anniversary. He had played a 
major role in the union of In-
dia, Kumar said.

The official said the day is 
also celebrated as the founda-
tion day of the Union territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir. "For 
this, a run for unity was or-
ganised, in which people from 
various walks of life took part", 
he said.

Kumar, who presided over 
an integrity pledge of the peo-
ple, said people should follow 

the path shown by Sardar Pa-
tel, keeping the nation as their 
first priority and working for 
unity and integrity.

According to reports from 
various districts, district ad-
ministration, such runs for 
unity and integration pledges 
were also organised in their 
respective districts.

As part of events to observe 
police commemoration week 
and Rashtriya Ekta Diwas', 
Jammu and Kashmir Police in 
Rajouri organised a Run for 
Unity' on Tuesday morning 
which was flagged off from 
District Police Lines, Rajouri by 
SSP Amritpal Singh.

In Kishtwar, SSP Kishtwar, 
Khalil Poswal emphasised the 
paramount importance of unity 
and highlighted how Sardar Pa-
tel's efforts led to the integration 
of princely states into a united 
India. He fervently encouraged 
all present to uphold the core 
values of unity and diversity. 

Cong, NC Slam BJP Over 
UT Foundation Day
Demand Restoration Of Statehood, Early Elections

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Congress and the 
National Conference on Tuesday 
lashed out at the BJP over the 
observance of the Union Terri-
tory Foundation Day in Jammu 
and Kashmir and demanded 
the restoration of statehood and 
early Assembly polls.

While the Congress staged 
a peaceful protest here, the 
NC said the bifurcation of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and 
Kashmir has demeaned the 
glory of the Dogra community.

Both parties demanded the 
restoration of statehood for 
Jammu and Kashmir and a dem-
ocratically elected government.

On August 5, 2019, the Cen-
tre revoked the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir under 
Article 370 of the Constitution 
and bifurcated it into union 
territories of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Ladakh.

The over hour-long protest 
led by Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president Vikar Rasool 
Wani outside party headquar-
ters at Shaheedi Chowk was 
part of the party's announce-
ment of observing the fourth 
UT foundation day by the Jam-

mu and Kashmir administra-
tion as "black day".

Carrying placards in support 
of their demand for restora-
tion of statehood and holding 
of early assembly elections, 
the protesters, including for-
mer ministers and legislators, 
raised slogans against the UT 
administration -- that held a 
series of functions across all 
the 20 districts to celebrate the 
day -- and the BJP.

Senior NC leader Rattan Lal 
Gupta said the BJP has rubbed 
salt into the wounds of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir by 
celebrating the foundation day.

"It has demeaned the glory of 
the Dogra community as it was 
on this day that the erstwhile 
J&K state was downgraded and 
cut into pieces," Gupta, who is 
the Jammu provincial presi-
dent of the party, said.

He said people having the 
slightest idea of the formation 
of the erstwhile state of Jammu 
and Kashmir know well how 
bravely Dogra ruler Maharaja 
Gulab Singh and his late General 
Zorawar Singh fought to expand 
his empire up to China and Tibet 
thus making it one of the biggest 
states in the country.

This Is The Time To Safeguard 
Peace: Outgoing DGP
Says Conspiracies, Terror Threats Haven't Ended In J&K

Press Trust Of India

ZEWAN: Conspiracies and ter-
ror threats have not ended in 
Jammu and Kashmir, and this is 
the time to safeguard peace, the 
Union territory's outgoing police 
chief Dilbag Singh said Tuesday.

In his farewell speech at a 
function here, he said the secu-
rity forces have been successful 
in achieving peace in the Union 
territory to a large extent.

"We have been successful to a 
large extent in achieving peace. 
But it is not enough. What is 
needed is that peace should be 
maintained. This is the time to 
safeguard peace. The conspira-
cies have not ended and terror 
threats have not stopped. We 
have to remain alert and work 
together," he told officers and 
personnel of the police, army, 
and central paramilitary forces.

Singh, a 1987-batch IPS offi-
cer, was appointed as an inter-
im DGP in September 2018 but 
was made the full-time police 
chief a month later. He is being 
replaced by the special director 
general of police R R Swain.

Singh, who was presented 
with a guard of honour, said, 
"When I was assigned the post 
of the DGP, I felt there were 
more capable persons than me. 
But I thank God for getting this 
opportunity to lead the brave 

force and its officers," he said, 
adding the force has witnessed 
many phases from unrest to 
terror but has prevailed.

He said his five-year tenure 
as the police chief began when 
the atmosphere in the erst-
while state was disappointing.

Referring to slain militant 
commanders Riyaz Naikoo, Za-
kir Musa, and Burhan Wani, as 
well as late separatists Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani and Mohammad 
Sehrai, Singh said JK police 
through its bravery improved 
the atmosphere.

There was a time when SPOs 
were announcing resignations 
as (militant) commanders were 
threatening them to leave their 
jobs, he said.

"But JK Police ended that era 
of disappointment and made 
way for the return of those 
hundreds of SPOs. Police with 
bravery wiped those elements 
inimical to the peace and to the 
people," he added. SED Proposes Reduction For 

Promotion Of ZEOs To Principals
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Authorities have 
proposed to decrease the per-
centage of ZEOs for promotion 
as principals from 20 percent 
to five percent only.

In a proposal, the School 
Education Department has 
said that it may decrease the 
percentage of Zonal Education 
Officers (ZEOs) for promotion 
as principals from existing 20 
percent to 5 percent keeping in 
view their cadre strength.”

According to reports, currently 
Jammu and Kashmir have nearly 
200 ZEOs across the region. Be-
sides, other proposal under the 
revision of Jammu and Kashmir 
School Education service re-
cruitment rules-2023 wherein 
the department has invited ob-
jections has said, “B.Ed degree 

has been added to the existing 
qualification of existing PG only 
as per NCERT guidelines.”

“For promotion purposes, 
in addition to BED, a limited 
Departmental examination is 
proposed to be conducted by JK 
PSC and JK SCERT shall prepare 
the syllabus,” it reads.

It also states that in order to 
fix the seniority of a candidate, 
the date of passing higher qual-
ification required for acquiring 
full eligibility for promotion be 
taken as the date of inclusion in 
seniority in addition to the date 
of appointment.

“Introduction of the post of 
Vice Principal equivalent to the 
number of the principals (HSS) 
from the existing sanctioned 
strength of Senior Lecturers 
without any financial implica-
tions,” it reads—(KNO)

DPAP Aims To Work For 
Progressive J&K: Azad

I Am Fighting For 
Statehood, Won’t Go To 
UT's Assembly: Omar

Jammu Potters Begin Preparing Earthen Lamps For Diwali
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The potters in Jammu, the 
winter capital of Jammu and Kash-
mir, have begun making eco-friendly 
earthen lamps for Diwali, the festival 
of lights and diyas.

These lamps also symbolise hope, 
positivity, and the victory of good over 
evil.

In the heart of Jammu city's bus-
stand area, potter Dharamveer and 
his family is working full throttle to 
prepare diyas for the festival. He has 
started working on 3,000 pieces for 
his first order.

"It is the season of festivals. We 

have prepared utensils for Karva 
Chauth, and Diwali will follow in a 
few days. We have started preparing 
earthen lamps (diyas) for Diwali. We 
are working hard to make them in 
all sizes - small, medium, and large", 
Dharamveer told PTI.

Living in a slum, Dharamveer's en-
tire family has been involved for gen-
erations in the preparation of earthen 
lamps.

"Despite getting very less paid, we 
have been continuing with the family 
trade. While most of the potters have 
left this job, we are committed to con-
tinue it. This is our generational work. 
Our forefathers used to do it", said 

Dharamveer, who is among the few 
left to continue his ancestral trade.

The family has got orders for over 

3,000 diyas of various sizes from 
various shops and units dealing with 
earthen lamps.

"We supply diyas to various people. 
It is a laborious work. A lot of hard 
work goes into it. Chinese items are 
made from machines, but here we 
prepare the clay. It's challenging to 
find the best clay for diyas", he said.

He said that they are hopeful for a 
good business as people have started 
to return to the tradition of celebrat-
ing Diwali with earthen lamps.

His sons, wife and mother help him 
fulfill the orders he receives from the 
market. "They prepare clay with the 
necessary quantity for making the di-

yas and the remaining clay is covered 
with a wet jute bag to retain its mois-
ture. Later, a lump of clay is placed on 
the potter's electric wheel and spun," 
his wife Kavita said.

Dharamveer said that there was a 
demand for the Chinese items in the 
market. "But for the past two to three 
years, earthen lamps have come back 
in use for Diwali. People have become 
aware of the benefits of clay-based 
items, and Diwali is a festival of diyas. 
So people are purchasing them again", 
he added.

He said that nowadays, people are 
increasingly buying electric strings of 
lights, floating candles, and perfumed 

wax lights for Diwali. Potters like 
Dharamveer, quoting Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, are sending a mes-
sage that it is not only essential to use 
diyas because they are environmental 
friendly, but also to preserve the an-
cient tradition of the country.

"The tradition of pottery is one of 
the oldest crafts in India. For genera-
tions, people have been lighting their 
houses with earthen diyas (oil lamps) 
during Diwali. The diya automatically 
relates to Diwali, which is the time 
of year to buy lamps made from clay. 
This is the message these potters have 
been sending to the general public," 
Dharamveer said.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: National Confer-
ence (NC) vice president Omar 
Abdullah on Tuesday said he 
is fighting for the statehood of 
Jammu and Kashmir, and it is 
not necessary that "I have to go 
to the assembly" to wage this 
struggle.

Speaking to reporters in the 
Tangdhar area of 
Kupwara, he said 
there are other 
platforms outside 
the assembly to 
fight for the rights 
of the people.

"I have said this 
before that I will 
not go to the UT's 
assembly," he 
said, when asked 
about his earlier remarks that 
he would not contest the as-
sembly polls as long as J-K was 
a union territory.

"So, I have not said some-
thing new. I stand by my word. 
I am fighting for statehood, ar-
ticle 370, pride and dignity of 
the people, and for such a fight, 
it is not necessary that I have 
to go to the assembly. I can 
fight from outside the assem-
bly. There are many platforms 
where I can fight such a fight," 

he said.
Among other issues, he called 

for a probe into the claims by 
several opposition leaders that 
they received an alert from 
Apple warning them of "state-
sponsored attackers trying to 
remotely compromise" their 
iPhones.

Abdullah said Israeli soft-
ware Pegasus had been used 

in the country 
before as well to 
snoop on people.

"The (latest) al-
legations did not 
come from the 
MPs. They have 
received a warn-
ing from Apple, 
which has told 
them that at-
tempts were be-

ing made illegally by state ac-
tors to infiltrate their phones. 
There should be an investiga-
tion into it because before also, 
Israeli software Pegasus has 
been sold to this country and 
it was used in this country to 
snoop on people," he said.

The former chief minister 
of Jammu and Kashmir said 
Apple should share all the de-
tails "and after investigation, 
all the facts be brought before 
the public".

Observer News Service

BHADERWAH: Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party chairman 
Ghulam Nabi Azad on Tuesday 
rieterated his commitment to 
ensure his politics is free of 
religion and only issues per-
taining to public 
interest are high-
lighted.

He told his 
workers never in-
dulge in politics 
that is divisive and 
stoke communal 
flares and divide 
the society. “Our 
aim is to ensure 
we bring people 
together for peaceful and pro-
gressive Jammu and Kashmir. 
We can’t afford to indulge in 
politics of division since our 
party foundation is based on 
same principles,” he said while 
addressing a workers meeting 

at Bhaderwah.
He said politics cannot thrive 

or serve people which has a 
communal and divisive agen-
da. Azad said Bhaderwah in 
particular and Chenab valley in 
general is known for its secular 
values and brotherhood.

 He said this 
brotherhood and 
Unity deserves an 
appreciation and 
people must retain 
it in all the times, 
come what may. He 
stressed for meet-
ings and public 
outreach among 
his workers and di-
rected them to hold 

corner meetings and explain the 
agenda of party to everyone.

“We need to reach out to the 
people and explain them our 
party agenda. So that more and 
more people are ready to join 
our mission,” he said. 

AKAM & MMMD ProgrAMMe

J&K Adjudged Best 
Performing State & UT

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K has emerged as 
a leader in celebrating Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav and Meri Mati 
Mera Desh. Chief Secretary of 
J&K, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta,  
received the prestigious Best 
Performing State & UT award 
from Prime Minister on Tuesday, 
which is also its foundation day, 
at the closing ceremony of Meri 
Mati Meta Desh at Kartavya 
Path, New Delhi.

This is in line with the positive 
spirit in line with progress post 
August 2019. It has manifested 
itself many a times during re-
cent times, with performance 
under ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ 
being the latest evidence of the 
enthusiasm.

The programme was orga-
nized across all parts of J&K with 
exemplary and vibrant partici-
pation of public, in general, and 
youth in particular. More than 
1.75 Lakh events were organized 
in J&K with unbelievable partici-
pation of over 83 Lakh citizens. 
The UT is proudly standing at the 

top of the table among all Sates/
UTs of the country.

Likewise, Meri MaatiMeraDesh 
program celebrated to com-
memorate the closing ceremony 
of ‘AzadiKaAmritMahotsav’ 
started on 9th August 2023 saw 
an extremely enthusiastic par-
ticipation here. The programme 
was aimed at encouraging  all 
citizens to recognize the sacri-
fices of national heroes (veers) 
and to pay homage to the soil of 
motherland. The key components 
included remembering martyrs, 
commitment for nation building, 
renewing the motherland, honor-
ing armed forces and hoisting of 
symbol of pride- the Tiranga.

Like in AKAM, the participation 
level of Jammu and Kashmir re-
mained unparalleled. J&K has the  
distinction of saturation of  im-
plementation of many programs 
and it was no different in Meri 
MatiMeraDesh with 100% cover-
age of Panchayats and ULB wards. 
The UT in its first phase organized 
over 1.70 Lakh events from 9th-
31st August 2023 with an unprec-
edented  public participation.
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More Killings

T
he killings of two police officers and a mi-
grant laborer in the Kashmir Valley within 
a mere 72 hours have created a sense of de 
javu: Just when we thought that militancy is 

on its way out, the killings have come as a reminder 
that it may still be premature to write its epitaph. 

The Head Constable Ghulam Mohammad Dar, 
killed on Tuesday in Baramulla was just one of the 
police personnel who face the constant threat in 
the line of duty. Earlier, militants shot at and criti-
cally injured Inspector Masroor Ahmad Wani, who 
was playing cricket.  A migrant worker from Uttar 
Pradesh, Mukesh, was gunned down in Pulwama.  It 
is a stark and painful realization that the situation in 
Kashmir remains volatile, despite the relative calm 
in recent times.

The increase in attacks is particularly concerning 
given that the number of militants operating in the 
region has dwindled to around 100, marking the first 
time this has happened since 2015 when the Burhan 
Wani insurgency revitalized a declining militancy. 
Also, since the revocation of Jammu and Kashmir's 
autonomy in August 2019, around 550 militants, most 
of them local youth, have been killed by security forc-
es. While this has managed to reduce the number of 
active militants, it has not curtailed the persistence 
of violence. The militants seem to have adopted a new 
strategy, opting to target civilians, panchayat work-
ers, J&K police personnel visiting their homes. This 
has forced security forces to assume a broader role, 
not only combating militancy but also safeguarding a 
significant portion of the population, including their 
own personnel.

Despite these renewed attacks, the broader situ-
ation in the Union Territory hasn't witnessed a sig-
nificant setback to the gradual return of normalcy. 
Tourism, for instance, has been on the rise, with last 
year attracting over one crore visitors and this year 
set to beat the record of the last year. The majority of 
hotels are reportedly booked well in advance for the 
upcoming winter season, indicating that tourism is 
set to continue thriving.

However, it is imperative that the security situation 
does not deteriorate further. The weeks and months 
ahead will be critical in determining the evolving se-
curity landscape in the Valley. Historically, the winter 
season has been less volatile. But influx of more mili-
tants from across the border could significantly alter 
the ground situation in Kashmir for the worse. In the 
face of these challenges, the security agencies will need 
to be on the alert.  However, addressing the militancy 
will need both a security and a political approach. 
While the security personnel have been doing their 
best to maintain peace, it is for the governments, both 
at the centre and in the UT, to apply a political balm. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

A Bot to Attend All Your 
Meetings? Yes, Please 

There are many reasons, experts say, to worry 
about artificial intelligence (AI): It can take 
over jobs and steal people’s likenesses and 
voices to create potentially misleading video 

and sound clips. A recent report by a US think tank 
has found that AI can even be used to plan bioweap-
on attacks, and three European bodies have put out 
a statement asking the EU to regulate the technology 
before it is used to undermine democracy. For the or-
dinary office worker, however, plagued by unrealistic 
deadlines and an anxiety-inducing stack of unread 
emails, all of the above doomsday scenarios may be 
cancelled out by the news that AI can attend virtual 
meetings on their behalf.

In the nine-to-five, and more, office grind, few 
things are as unpopular as the mandatory meeting 
where much is said and little is achieved. Which is 
why the announcement by companies like Google 
and Microsoft, that their new AI assistants can take 
the place of humans in meetings, comes as a prom-
ise — not just for reluctant participants, but also 
for the organisers of these meetings. Unlike a hu-
man worker, AI will turn up on time, not derail dis-
cussions with segues and monologues; it will keep 
diligent notes and provide a summary at the end. 
AI can also be used to enforce meeting etiquette — 
as some companies are reportedly now doing in the 
US, “meeting bots” can be programmed to point out 
when some participants are dominating discussions 
or interrupting others.

Despite the rapid pace of development, though, hu-
mans will have to continue braving ennui and burnt 
coffee at physical meetings for a while yet. If there is 
any truth to what the Cassandras of technology have 
been predicting, the day is not far when AI will take 
over the planet. Before that, could it please take over 
all the meetings?

The Indian Express
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Vigilance Awareness Week

Moving Beyond The Integrity Pledge 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

E
very year, the Vigilance Awareness 
Week (VAW) is celebrated between Oc-
tober 30th to November 5th. This coin-
cides with the birthday of Sardar Val-

labhbhai Patel, the first Home Minister of India 
who was known to be a man of high integrity.  
The Central Vigilance Commission-CVC is ob-
serving Vigilance Awareness Week 2023 from 
October 30th to  5th November with the theme, 
“Say no to corruption: Commit to the Nation.” 

 The Vigilance Awareness Week is an annu-
al outreach measure to create mass awareness 
about the importance of integrity and ethics in 
public life.

The observance of Vigilance Awareness 
Week commenced from Oct 30th with the ad-
ministering of the integrity pledge by Central 
Vigilance Commissioner Praveen Kumar Sriv-
astava and Vigilance Commissioner Arvinda 
Kumar at Satarkata Bhawan in New Delhi to 
the officials of Central Vigilance Commission. 

Cancer of Corruption 
In Jammu & Kashmir, Lt Governor Manoj 

Sinha administered  ‘Integrity Pledge’ to the of-
ficers of Special Security Force (SSF) and the 
Raj Bhawan staff in Srinagar. Administrative 
Secretaries, and Deputy Commissioners also at-
tended this pledge-meet through virtual mode. 
LG Manoj Sinha after the integrity pledge said:

“To eliminate the cancer of corruption, 
all the stakeholders have an important role to 
play. Corruption-free J&K is our vision as well 
as the mission.”

After reading out the ‘Integrity Pledge’ and 
administering the oath to officers and staff LG 
Manoj Sinha said that integrated and collective 
approach was required to deal with corruption 
as it impedes the growth and undermines the 
moral fibre in the society. 

He also highlighted the steps taken to im-
prove public service delivery in all the organ-
isations, paving the way toward good gover-
nance in J&K.

“We should take this opportunity to renew 
our commitment to achieve the goals of promot-
ing efficiency, accountability, and probity in 
public life for a better future,” he added.

Activities by CVC

Early this year, the Central Vigilance Com-
mission-CVC had sought the participation of all 
Central Government organisations to under-
take a three month campaign (16th August to 
15th November) on preventive vigilance activi-
ties as focus areas. As a means of eliciting pub-
lic participation while also disseminating infor-
mation on vigilance matters, the CVC has also 
launched a quiz on corruption related issues. In 
the coming days and weeks the CVC is also issu-
ing three important publications namely: 

A)    Best Practices in Vigilance 
Administration
B)    Increasing transparency through the 
use of technology 
C)   Public Procurement: Challenges and 
Way Forward. 

The idea behind coming up with these pub-
lications is to disseminate information regard-
ing effective and innovative practices 
undertaken by different organi-
zations to serve as a point of 
reference and a way forward. 
The Central Vigilance 
Commission-CVC has 
solicited the participa-
tion of all the citizens to 
come together in bring-
ing about transparency 

and accountability in public administration.

Corruption in J&K 

As per the official figures made public by 
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), there 
was a continuous decline in the number of cor-
ruption cases in J&K between the years 2018 to 
2020 but in the last 3 years the corruption cases 
have witnessed an increase. Around 94 cases 
filed by the J&K Anti Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
under the Prevention of Corruption Act and 
related sections of Indian Penal Code (IPC)  in 
2022. These are the figures based on FIRs regis-
tered by ACB but that doesn’t necessarily mean 
that the corruption graph was down between 
2018 to 2020. 

In 2018, around 82 cases were filed by J&K 
Anti Corruption Bureau, 73 in 2019 and 71 in 
2020. During this time very few traps were laid 
by the ACB due to lockdown post article 370 ab-
rogation which was followed by the COVID-19 
pandemic from March 2020 onwards. In the year 
2021, many corruption cases were registered 
by ACB and the graph was up to 94 as ACB got 
much active post first wave of the pandemic 
wave between 2021-2022. It still continues to lay 
traps to arrest government officials red handed. 

The corruption cases as per NCRB data men-
tioned above include 29 trap cases, 15 cases of 
disproportionate assets, 2 cases of criminal mis-
conduct and 48 other cases. The report revealed 
that 386 cases of corruption were pending in 
J&K by the end of 2020 besides that four cases 
were reopened for investigation, two cases were 
transferred to other agencies. The data further 
reveals that in 29 cases final reports have been 
submitted, 55 cases have been charge -sheeted 
and 398 cases were pending by end of year 2021. 
Why more acquittals and less convictions 

In 2020, only one person was convicted by 
the Anti Corruption Court in J&K and was 
awarded punishment. Recently, this author 
had access to some information related to cor-
ruption related acquittals and convictions in 
eleven anti-corruption courts in J&K. There are 

only Special Anti Corruption Judges appointed 
in Srinagar and Jammu and rest of the nine 
courts don’t have designated judges. The Anti 
Corruption cases in Rajouri,Doda,Udhampur, 
Kathua, Pulwama, Anantnag and Baramulla 
are looked after by the judges posted in local 
District and Sessions court who already have a 
lot of workload. 

Due to the absence of separate special anti-
corruption judges, the corruption cases filed 
by ACB in these courts take years to get judg-
ments. Very less convictions are made and even 
corrupt officers get acquitted as well. 

As per the data provided by J&K ACB under 
RTI Act 2005 to this author, there were only 78 
Govt officials convicted in the last 13 years i.e 
between 2010 to 2023 in J&K. During the same 
time 156  Govt officials who were accused of cor-
ruption by ACB were acquitted by the respective 
Anti Corruption courts. This means the graph of 
acquittal is three times more than conviction ? 
In Special Anti Corruption Court Jammu, 75 ac-
cused Govt officials were acquitted and 55 were 
convicted; in Special Anti Corruption Court 
Srinagar which includes cases from Budgam 
and Ganderbal as well, 42 Govt officials were 
acquitted and only 18 were convicted between 
2010-2023. .

Ironically, in Rajouri Doda and Kathua not 
even a single Govt official has been convicted 
in the last 13 years by Anti Corruption Judges 
whereas one each Govt official was acquitted by 
these three designated courts. 

In Pulwama Anti Corruption Court, nine 
accused officials were acquitted and 2 were con-
victed. Similarly, in Anantnag, six officials were 
acquitted and one Govt official was convicted in 
between 2010-2023. In Baramulla, Anti Corrup-
tion Court which includes cases from Kupwara 
and Bandipora as well, 11 Govt officials accused 
of corruption by ACB were acquitted and only 
one official was convicted.

Conclusion  
Before the commencement of Vigilance 

Awareness Week, J&K Government celebrated 
"Corruption Free J&K Week" or "Bhrashtachar 
Mukt J&K" between September 4th to 10th . 
Such activities do create awareness about cor-
ruption and its negative impacts on society but 
the government also needs to ensure that peo-
ple, especially public servants who are involved 
in corruption, are taken to task in a time bound 
manner. 

I had written a piece a few months back 
mentioning how a corrupt police officer was 
convicted after 15 years. There are not only de-
lays in getting corrupt government officials con-
victed by Anti Corruption Courts but the graph 
of acquittals is much higher than the convic-
tions. Infact, the J&K Anti Corruption Bureau is 
doing its job efficiently but due to lack of desig-
nated Judges in our eleven (11) Anti Corruption 
Courts in J&K, the trial gets delayed. 

The government also needs to do a study on 
why there are so many acquittals vis a vis cor-
ruption cases and if there are loopholes on part 
of the prosecution. 

Let us now move beyond the Integrity Pledge 
and counter the menace of corruption with an 
iron fist. Corruption not only undermines good 
governance but also wastes the taxpayers’ mon-
ey and citizens lose the confidence in public au-
thorities which is not good for our democracy. 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen 
Fellow. 

He is Founder & Chairman of 
Jammu & Kashmir RTI Movement. 

Feedback: bhatrajamuzaffar@
gmail.com 

Such activities do 
create awareness 
about corruption and 
its negative impacts 
on society but the 
government also 
needs to ensure that 
people, especially 
public servants 
who are involved in 
corruption, are taken 
to task in a time 
bound manner. 

Why have only fifty five corrupt government 
officials been convicted in the last 13 years? 
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In our fast-paced world, it is easy to overlook the 
invaluable treasure trove of wisdom and experi-
ence that our senior citizens and elders bring to 

our communities. As we rush through our daily lives, 
it is essential to take a moment to reflect on the el-
derly individuals who have contributed so much to 
society and are still contributing in countless ways. 
Senior citizens are an invaluable part of our society. 
They have a wealth of life experience and knowledge, 
which can be a source of wisdom and inspiration. As 
a society, we owe a debt of gratitude to the older 
generation who have contributed to our communi-
ties and played a pivotal role in shaping our world. 
It is our moral and societal duty to ensure that they 
lead a life of dignity, comfort, and respect. They have 
contributed their wisdom, experience, and often a 
lifetime of hard work to create the world we live in 
today. It is our collective responsibility to ensure that 
they enjoy their golden years with dignity, respect, 
and the support they need. Respecting and helping 
senior citizens strengthens the social fabric of our 
communities. It creates a sense of belonging, inter-
dependence, and a culture of empathy and compas-
sion. Helping and respecting senior citizens is not 
just a moral obligation; itit' is a duty we owe to those 
who have paved the way for our present and future. 
Senior citizens are a valuable and often overlooked 
segment of our society. These individuals have con-
tributed a lifetime of wisdom, experience, and hard 
work to build the world we live in today. It is our 
responsibility as a society to ensure that they are not 
only cared for but also respected for their invaluable 
contributions. 

Understanding the Needs  
of Elders and Senior Citizens

As people age, they may face a range of physical, 
mental, and emotional challenges. To offer genuine 
help and respect to senior citizens, it is crucial to 
understand their unique needs and challenges. It 
is crucial to understand and empathize with these 
challenges to provide appropriate help and respect. 

With age, mobility and physical strength may de-
cline. This can make daily tasks, such as cooking, 
cleaning, or even dressing, more difficult. As we 
grow older, our body strength weakens and doesn't 
support us to do needful things for ourselves .Se-
niors are also often more prone to health problems, 
and managing chronic illnesses can become a sig-
nificantly difficult part of their lives. With growing 
age, our immunity decreases and we become more 
prone to various infections and common diseases. 
Many senior citizens may also experience social 
isolation due to the loss of friends and family mem-
bers. Loneliness can lead to mental health issues 
like depression. In the later stages of life, people 
are left in isolation assuming that they are old fash-
ioned, uninteresting and boring which ultimately 
leads to many kinds of mental health issues among 
older people. 

Additionally, with growing age, our IQ decreases 
and our memory power starts declining. Some seniors 
may experience memory loss and cognitive decline, 
making it essential to approach them with patience 
and understanding. This may explain why senior citi-
zens often feel perplexed and confused at public of-
fices. We must recognize that many seniors may not 
be tech-savvy, they need various kinds of help at pub-
lic offices. Public offices should prioritize accessibility 
by providing ramps, handrails, and elevators for those 
with mobility challenges. Elders often need help in in-
formation interpretation and proper communication 

with the employees at public offices.
They may also experience reduced mobil-

ity. Therefore, providing transportation or helping 
them with daily errands is a significant support. 
They often need support while walking, travelling 
or crossing roads.Knowing and understanding the 
various needs of senior citizens, it is imperative 
upon every member of a society to help, support 
and respect them in every possible way. 

Following are some of the practical ways to help 
and respect our elders and senior citizens which 
may provide insights on how to provide them with 
the care and consideration they deserve:

Financial Support and Planning

Financial matters can become increasingly com-
plex with age. It is important to help seniors man-
age their finances, ensure they are aware of their 
entitlements, and prevent them from falling vic-
tim to financial scams. Seek legal advice for estate 
planning to protect their assets and provide a sense 
of security. It is duty of youngers to support them 
financially when they are unable to earn because 
of their age factor. Elders too have basic needs like 
other people have and they need financial support 
to fulfill their basic needs. 

Ensuring Safe and Accessible Housing

For many seniors, their living conditions may need 
to be modified for safety and accessibility. This may 
include installing handrails, ramps, or adapting 
bathroom facilities. These adjustments not only en-
hance their quality of life but also prevent accidents. 
Nowadays elders and senior citizens are taken as 
burden on the family and are kicked away from the 
homes which renders them homeless. These issues 
need to be addressed and special laws and provi-
sions need to be framed to safeguard their shelter. 

Providing Emotional Support

Elderly individuals often face emotional chal-
lenges such as loneliness and isolation. Spending 
time with them, engaging in conversations, and 
being empathetic can significantly improve their 

mental well-being. Strong emotional support helps 
seniors feel valued and cared for. Nowadays most 
of us remain busy with social media, spending less 
time with our families especially elsers. Resultant-
ly, they feel isolated and secluded. It is better to 
spend much time with them so that they may feel 
integrated with other family members which will 
give them emotional support. 

Technological Assistance

Many senior citizens may not be familiar with 
modern technology and new digital tactics. We 
should offer them help to learn how to use smart-
phones or computers to stay connected with loved 
ones or access information. Nowadays, most of the 
offices/banks are digitized. While finding some se-
nior citizen struggling with something in any office, 
we should readily help him and clear his confusion 
regarding some issues or handling any gadget. 

Listen Actively

One of the most fundamental ways to respect and 
honor our seniors is by actively listening to their 
stories, experiences, and advice. Their life journeys 
are filled with invaluable lessons that can guide 
us through our own challenges. When engaging in 
conversation, put away distractions and give them 
your full attention. Not only will they appreciate it, 
but you'll gain insight and understanding in return 
and they will in turn feel honoured. 

Offer Assistance

Many seniors may require assistance with daily 
tasks or errands. Whether it's helping them with 
grocery shopping, taking them to medical appoint-
ments, or assisting with household chores, offer-
ing a helping hand can make a world of difference. 
These small acts of kindness show that you care and 
are willing to support them.

Respect Their Independence  
and Their Perspective

While it is important to offer help, it is equally 

crucial to respect their independence. Seniors cher-
ish their autonomy, and we should encourage and 
enable them to maintain it as long as possible. En-
sure that your assistance doesn't overshadow their 
ability to make decisions about their own lives. We 
should try to not interfere in their decisions. Senior 
citizens often have different viewpoints shaped by 
their experiences. Even if you disagree, always re-
spect their perspectives and engage in meaningful 
discussions rather than dismissing their thoughts.

Include Them in Activities

Isolation and loneliness can be significant and 
critical issues for senior citizens. Make an effort to 
include them in social activities and gatherings. In-
vite them to family events, local community gather-
ings, or simply spend time with them. Such inter-
actions can provide much-needed companionship 
and keep their spirits high.

Support Their Health

Senior citizens often face health challenges. En-
courage regular check-ups and help them adhere 
to prescribed medications or treatments. Physical 
activity and a balanced diet are crucial for their 
well-being, so consider engaging in these activities 
together.

Ensure Safety

Safety is a top concern for seniors, especially if 
they live alone. Help them create a safe home en-
vironment by addressing potential hazards, such as 
loose rugs or inadequate lighting. Consider install-
ing handrails or ramps to make their living spaces 
more accessible. Their rooms should be regularly 
checked to ensure their safety from any hazard. 

Promote Lifelong Learning

Encourage seniors to pursue lifelong learning. 
They can take up new hobbies, attend classes, or 
engage in volunteer work. This not only keeps their 
minds active but also makes them feel valued in 
their communities. 

Advocate for Their Rights

Advocate for policies and programs that protect 
the rights and well-being of senior citizens. Support 
organizations that focus on senior issues and be 
aware of elder abuse, reporting any concerns when 
necessary. Their rights should be strictly safeguard-
ed and any breach should be strictly dealt with law. 

In conclusion, helping and respecting senior citi-
zens is an essential part of building a compassion-
ate and inclusive society. Our elders have contrib-
uted to the world in countless ways, and it is our 
responsibility to show gratitude and provide the 
support and respect they deserve. By implement-
ing these guidelines, we can ensure that the senior 
citizens in our lives live with dignity and fulfilment 
in their golden years. In return, their wisdom and 
experiences can enrich our lives in countless ways, 
creating a mutually beneficial relationship that fos-
ters a stronger and more compassionate commu-
nity. Let us remember that age should be celebrat-
ed, and senior citizens should be valued for their 
unique contributions to society.

The author is an academician, columnist, free-
lancer and occasional writer and can be reached at 

rather1294@gmail.com

HONOURING THE 
WISDOM OF AGED

The One Where We Lost a F.R.I.E.N.D
Jo Adetunji

The death of Matthew Perry, best known 
for his role as Chandler Bing in the tele-
vision series Friends, has seen an out-

pouring of grief from fans and the Hollywood 
community.

His passing at age 54 has shocked both 
those who admired his acting work, as well 
as those who followed his efforts to bring 
awareness to the pains of addiction.

Tributes to Perry have understandably 
focused on his star-making turn on the in-
credibly popular television sitcom. Scenes, 
catchphrases, and his character’s lines have 
been lovingly repurposed across the internet 
to memorialise the gifted actor.

Meanwhile, many viewers have situated 
their recollections of Perry and the series 
within the context of their own experiences.

Viewers who came of age, or were the 
characters’ ages during the show’s original 
run, have reminisced about what the work 
of Perry and his co-stars meant to them at 
formative times in their lives. Newer view-
ers have similarly shared how important the 
series has been to them – their relationship 
with the show often beginning long after pro-
duction ended.

For many, Friends was the television equiv-
alent of the soundtrack to their lives.

To appreciate the staying power of the series 
for original and newer viewers alike almost 30 
years since it debuted, we need to consider 
what functions television viewing serves and 
the bonds we form with its characters.

Enduring appeal

Part of Friends’ popularity lies in its timing. 
The show premiered in 1994, a period when 
network television was still dominant. By its 
end a decade later, while the power of the big 
television networks had eroded, the series 
had maintained an average of more than 20 
million viewers each season.

The 2004 finale brought in a record-break-
ing 52.5 million viewers in the United States. 
The series then entered repeats around the 
world. It hasn’t left our screens since.

The late 90s and early 2000s have some-
times been referred to as the end of mono-
culture. While a contested and controversial 
idea because of, among other concerns, who 
was included and excluded on our screens, 
monoculture meant we watched many of the 
same things.

One of the most popular shows of its 
era, Friends brought people together. It was 
a show we watched with our families or 
friends, spoke about the next day with col-
leagues, and it provided a common connec-

tion. It allowed bonding with real friends as 
much as fictional ones.

Friends did not only reflect style of the 
time; it also frequently created it. Jennifer An-
iston’s haircut, coined “The Rachel”, or Perry’s 
lovable smart-alecky cadence, typified with 
Chandler’s catchphrase of “Could I be any 
more…”, were endlessly imitated. I know I at-
tempted to replicate Chandler’s sweater vests 
and light blue denim look. Participation pro-
vided viewers a sense of identity.

As people enter their 30s and 40s, they of-
ten gravitate towards the memories made dur-
ing their formative adolescent and young adult 
years. So perhaps it’s no surprise Friends en-
dures for original viewers as it represents – and 
was a part of – their lives at this important time.

Likeable characters

Television and other fictional media meet 
our needs for both pleasure and extracting 
meaning. We get excited, entertained and 
moved by television.

As part of this, we bond with fictional charac-
ters. We cannot help but empathise with them. 
A series like Friends with its characters and their 
combinations of breakups, makeups and other 
mishaps allowed us to safely use our empathy 
muscles to cheer on and sometimes commis-
erate with the group of six. It helped that each 

character was flawed but inherently likeable.
Fictional characters also allow us to experi-

ence lifestyles we might not otherwise. In the 
case of Friends, who didn’t want to live in a rent-
controlled apartment like Monica’s, or regularly 
meet their supportive and funny pals for coffee 
at Central Perk? As a teen, I imagined such a 
world for myself in the not-too-distant future.

Younger generations might be more aware 
of how out-of-reach that lifestyle was, or find 
the show’s humour sometimes dated. But the 

idea of what the friends’ lifestyle represented 
– possibility, freedom, a chosen family – evi-
dently still holds appeal.

Fictional relationships, but real sadness

In forming relationships with fictional 
characters, we form bonds with the perform-
ers who bring them to life. The lines between 
character and creator become blurry, both 
because of the knowledge about actors’ lives 
celebrity culture affords us, but also because 
their characters seem so real. When the ac-
tors pass away, we feel real grief.

It’s important for fans of Matthew Perry 
to acknowledge their loss. Even though his 
character is fictional, and you didn’t know 
him personally, you can still feel sad. Watch-
ing the series may be difficult right now. 
With time, it will become easier.

Matthew Perry wanted his legacy to be 
awareness of addiction and the help he pro-
vided to people struggling with this disorder. 
Hopefully what will be felt now, alongside 
collective sadness, is an empathy for those 
facing addiction. That may be the power of 
television, and of a character named Chan-
dler, and the actor who brought him to life, 
who many considered their friend.

By arrangements with The Conversation
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF FISHERIES, J&K
Tourist Reception Centre, Srinagar/Nowabad 

Canal Road, Jammu
(Email-jkfdjmu@gmail.com, Phone No. 0194-2500106, 0191-2951670)

 
   E-tender Notice NO.        of 2023           Dated:         -10-2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor J&K Union Territory, e-tenders affixed with revenue stamp worth Rs. 5/- are invited from 
original manufacturers for Supply of Fish Meal on annual rate contract basis (Required for manufacturing of Trout Fish Feed 
Ingredients) for the year 2023-24.

S.No Name of the Ingredients

1 Fish Meal with minimum60% Protein.
(Steam Sterilized finely ground)
Sand Silica 3% max.
Salt Less than 3% max.
Moisture 5% to 10%
Crude fat Max  12%

The tender document containing detailed specification/size, terms & conditions and other details can be seen/downloaded 
against tender document fee of Rs.3000/- only in shape of DD pledged to Accounts officer Fisheries Department from the of-
ficial government website www.jktenders,gov.in. from

1 Download date start 02.11.2023
2 Bid Submission date start 02.11.2023
3 Bid submission date ends 23.11.2023
4 Submission of DD of tender document fee 23.11.2023
5 Bid opening Date 24.11.2023

The bid document of the tender accompanied by the Bid Security Declaration pledged to Accounts Officer Member Secretary UT 
Level Purchase Committee be uploaded on the website www.jktenders.gov.in along with all relevant papers. The tenders shall 
be opened on 24-11-2023 at 12.00 PM or any other date convenient to tender opening authority in presence of tenderers who 
may like to be present. The other specification/terms and conditions are mentioned in detailed tender document.

Member Secretary (UTLPC)
     Department of Fisheries

No: -DOF-ACTT/95/2023-05                                      Dated:         -10-2023.    

TENDER DOCUMENT FOR SUPPLY OF TROUT FISH FEED INGREDIENTS FOR 2023-24.
(Tender Document cost Rs. 3000/-)

         
Note 1:  Tender document shall be issued only to original manufacturers on production of copy of valid reg-
istration certificate, attested copy of PAN / TAN / GST number & Tax clearance certificate from the competent authority. The 
supplies of Fish Meal shall be accepted from the Manglore Coast only.
Note 2:  The tenderers are required to go through the terms and conditions minutely and clear any doubt 
before submitting their tenders. The tenderer shall sign each page of this document in token of acceptance of the terms and 
conditions mentioned herein and submit the same along with the rate offer.
General instructions /Terms and Conditions:-
1.  The tender shall be uploaded from the official website (www.jktenders.gov.in) and submit the 
following documents: -
a.    Bid Security Declaration.
b.    Registration certificate of Competent Authority for being original manufacturer.
c.     Tender Document dully signed.
d.     Income Tax / GST clearance.
e.     Attested copy of valid TAN / GST number.

Note:  Documents are required to be produced by L1 only after opening of Financial bid. However, Demand Draft for Rs. 3000/- 
on account of cost of Tender documents is compulsory to be produced in advance. This has in reference to the Finance Depart-
ments OM No. A/24(2017)-651 dated 07-06-2018
Second Bid shall contain Financial Bid.
2.  The tender document shall be downloaded from 02-11-2023 against payment of Rs.3000/- (Non-Refundable) pledged to 
Accounts officer Fisheries Department in shape of Demand Draft and shall be uploaded from official website www.jktenders.
gov.in  upto 23-11-2023.  The tender shall be opened on 24-11-2023 or any other date which shall be notified on departmental 
notice board convenient to opening authority in presence of tenderers who may like to be present. However, if the tender open-
ing day happens to be a holiday or office remains closed due to any other reason, then tenders shall be opened on next working 
day. Direct or indirect canvassing on the part of tenderers or their representatives shall render his/their tender as disqualified.
     3.   The tender shall be accompanied by Bid Security Declaration pledged to Accounts Officer Member Secretary State Level 
Purchase Committee as per the circular instructions issued by the Finance Department vide No. A/Misc(2018)-III-895/G dated 
22-12-2020. However, the successful tenderer shall deposit CDR for an amount of 3% of cost of advertised quantity of scheduled 
bank as earnest money pledged to Accounts Officer, Fisheries Member Secretary UT Level Purchasing Committee before accord 
of rate contract. The registered SSI units shall furnish the Bid Security Declaration as is applicable in their favour as per standing 
Govt. instructions. Such units shall furnish proof of being registered SSI Units (Attested Photostat copy of Registration certifi-
cate) manufacturing the items and their units being functional.
4.  The successful tenderer shall in no case sublet his contract for supplies to any person or agency.
5.  The Supplier shall have valid TAN / GST registration. Proof of having filled returns of Income Tax / GST for the last three years. 
Reasonable and fair turnover of the supplier for the last three years with respect to volume/ estimate cost of the goods.
6 .The rates offered shall be inclusive of all taxes, duties, GST, carriage or any other incidental charges etc. and shall be FOR 
stores of Chief Project officer Trout Fish Farming Project Kokernag (District Anantnag) and Senior Project officer Trout Feed Mill 
Manasbal (District Ganderbal). No escalation of rates on any account/reason shall be allowed and the entire supplies for which 
supply order is placed with successful tenderer (in phased manner during contract of one year) have to be made at the approved 
rates mentioned in the supply order that is placed with the successful tenderer.
7.  The department can  if need arises, verify various documents such as Registration Certificate, Income Tax/GST, Clearance 
Certificates etc, furnished by the supplier   from concerned departments.
8.   The department reserves the right to increase or decrease the advertised quantity by  20%.
9. The approved/accepted rates shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance of rate contract or till the items are available 
on GeM Portal whichever is earlier.
10. The successful tenderer shall have to execute an agreement on (non-judicial paper of Rs.5/- with attestation of Notary) with 
the department for due fulfilment of the terms of  NIT/supply order. However, in case of failure to execute such agreement, the 
terms and conditions of NIT/Rate contract shall still be binding upon him.                                                             
      11. The department shall not be bound to issue supply order for full advertised quantity at one time and the same shall depend 
on availability of funds and requirement of the department. However, since the feed is required for sensitive live stocks as such 
supplier is bound to supply as much quantity of materials so that at least requirement for three months always remains in the 
stores of Chief Project officer Kokernag/Sr. Project officer Trout Feed Mill Manasbal.
12.The supplies shall be of standard quality strictly as per specifications mentioned in supply order free from adulterations de-
fects of any sort. In case materials are found below standard or defective, same shall be rejected at the risk and cost of supplier. 
For this purpose the department shall frame inspection/verification committee which will ascertain the quality of materials and 
also verify quantity supplied by the supplier before taking such materials on books.  
13. The department also reserve the right to conduct pre-delivery inspection of the materials at the place of manufacture or 
place from which transported before its dispatch/transportation to the place of destination i.e. Kokernag/Manasbal or ask the 
supplier to furnish test certificate of each consignment of supplies of a reputed laboratory of the state where the material has 
been manufactured or where from transported. Besides after the material reaches Kokernag/Manasbalthe departmental in-
spection committee shall also arrange testing of the material from Government and Private laboratories within or outside state 
before accepting the suppliesto ascertain whether material supplied is as per required specification etc.
14. The ordered quantity shall have to be supplied within 25 days from the date of issuance of supply order by the Department. 
Supplier is required to remain in touch with the Chief Project officer Trout Fish Farming Project, Kokernag& Sr. Project Officer 
Trout Feed Mill Manasbal (District Ganderbal), to ascertain their requirement of various items from time to time. Copy of the 
supply order shall be sent to the address of the supplier. In case supplier makes any delay in supplying the required materials 
the same shall be arranged as per the standard instructions of the Government governing the e-tendering process at the risk 
and cost of supplier.
15. Payment of the supplies dully verified and accepted as per the conditions mentioned above shall be made after deduction 
of statutory taxes. The supplier is also required to furnish the self attested Xerox copy of his PAN / TAN / GST . The DDO shall 
not draw the payment until receipt of these instruments is produced. Deduction @ 2% on a/c of GST supposed to be deducted 
at source, implemented vide SRO 433 dated 29-09-2018 w.e.f 01-10-2018 shall be deducted from each supply, as rate contract 
exceeds 2.5 lacs.
16. Fish meal has to be supplied in new HDPE bags in 50 kg Pack. 
      17.  Director Fisheries reserve the right to accept or reject any tender without assigning any reason thereof. In case of any 
dispute/doubt the decision of the Director Fisheries shall be final. All disputes shall be within the jurisdiction of J&K UT Courts.
                Member Secretary
       Encl: - Annexure                     UT Level Purchase Committee,
                         Department of Fisheries
 Terms & Conditions accepted
 Rates are mentioned in the Annexure
     Signature of the tenderer.

Annexure to Tender Document for supply of Trout Fish Feed Ingredients for 2023-24 with reference this office e-Tender 
Notice No:       of 2023  dated:-       -10-2023.

S.No Name of the item Quantity (kgs) Rates to be quoted (P. Kg) FOR 
Kokernag/Manasbal(Kmr)

1 Fish Meal ( Manglore Coast only) 
(Steam sterilized finely ground)
Protein Minimum    60%
Sand Silica      3% Max. 
Salt less than           2%
Moisture up to        10%
Free from adulterations

5,00,000

Seal and
Signature of tenderer   DIPK-11334/23  dated: 31-10-2023

 GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Office Of The Child Development 
Project Officer Poshan Project Wavoora

 (ANNEXURE-A)   
Selection List of Candidate for the post of Sanginis (AWW) for Anganwadi Center Tariyan Khurhama  of Poshan Project Wavoora under Advertisement Notice No;- CDPO/
Poshan/Adv/2023/300-310 dated;-10-07-2023.

S.No Name of the selected 
candidate with Par-
entage

Residence of 
Panch ward No.

Date of Birth Qualifica-
tion

Marks in class 
10+2

Percentage of 
Marks of class 
10+2

Additional 02 Point rela-
tion if any with retiree 
AWW 

Total Marks 
Percentage

Name of Anganwadi 
Center for which can-
didate is selected

01 Najma Bano D/o 
Majeed ul Rehman 
Malik

07  Tariyan 
Khurhama

02-01-2004 10+2 295/500 59.00 Nil 59.00 Tariyan Khurhama

02 Nageena Akhter D/o 
Ab Rashid Mugal

07 Tariyan 
Khurhama

01-03-1999 10+2 244/500 48.80 Nil 48.80 Tariyan Khurhama

03 Anjum Akhter D/o 
Saif Din Khatana

07 Tariyan 
Khurhama

12-01-2003 10+2 266/500 53.20 Nil 53.20 Tariyan Khurhama

        The objection if any against the said Merit list, shall be filed in the office of CDPO Wavoora against proper receipt by or before 6-11-2023 upto 4.30 PM.No objection shall 
be entertained after expiry of the last date for filling objections,                                                              

DIPK-11330/23
dated: 31-10-2023

                                   Sd/                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                Child Dev.Project Officer

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Poshan Wavoora

Office Of The Executive Engineer Sub Transmission 
Division-Ist (KPDCL), Bemina, Srinagar

Notice Inviting Tender
e-NIT No. STD I / 18 of 2023-24 dated   30/10/2023.

          For and on behalf of the Managing Director KPDCL, e-tender (In Single Cover system) are invited from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for 
the following work:-

S.No Name of Work Cost 
of T/D 
(Rs.)

Earnest Money(Rs.) 
in the shape of 
CDR/FDR/BG

Time of Completion  
in working Days 

Class of Contract Major Head of 
Accounts

Position of 
Funds

1. Renovation & Modernization of Soura Receiving Station 
by way of Improvement of water logged 33/11KV yard and 
land development of the Receiving Station 

1000/- 33,500/-  45 Days Aay, BEE and CEE Capex Available.

 
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website
www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 30 /10/2023
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 02/ 11/2023 3:00 P.M.

Date of Clarification Start/End From 02/11/2023 10:00 AM to 03/11/2023 04:00 PM
3. Bid submission Start Date 04/11/2023 from 10.00 A.M
4. Bid Submission End Date 22 /11/2023 up to3.00 P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 23/11/2023 at 2.00P.M in the Office of the Executive Engineer STD-I, Bemina Srinagar.
6. Submission of Performance Security (PS) Within 7 days of receipt of LOA. (The First lowest successful bidder has to provide 5% of  allotted cost as 

Performance Security  in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and EMD of 2% shall be released after receipt of 3% 
Performance security.

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Non-Refundable Demand Draft and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Executive Engineer STD-I, Bemina Srinagar . (The Date of 
Demand Draft and EMD should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date.
2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders 
shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer STD-I, Bemina Srinagar The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of bids.
3. EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of the Executive Engineer STD-I, Bemina Srinagar.
4. The normal deposits (deducted at 10% from running bills) to be released after total completion of the work.
5. The Contractors are advised to visit the site and to be aware of the conditions for launching at site of work before quoting the rates.
6. The contractor shall also be responsible for any theft/ damage to any of the component  at site and the cost of damage/ theft if any shall be deducted from the work done or CDR of  the Contractor till completion of work 
and handing over.
7. The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on web site http://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qualified bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The financial bids 
shall be opened accordingly online on the same web site at the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar.
8. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience 
of the Tender Opening Committee. An authority letter of bidder’ representative will be required to be produced.
9. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e- Bids/ the e- Bid process without assigning any reason thereof .The decision of department will be final and binding.
10. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being a holiday/closed day for Department’s office then the due date for opening of e-Bids shall be the following working Day at the same time and place.
 No:-STD-1/4184-87                             DIPK-NB-3926/23    Dated:-31/10/2023
         Sd/-

Executive Engineer 
        Sub-Transmission Division-I,
        Bemina Srinagar.

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 
Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 
Security System and Refilling of all Types of 
Cartridges, Toners 
Registered 
Government 
order 
Suppliers.

Simple Blood Test Can Help Diagnose 
Bipolar Disorder More Accurately: Study
Press Trust Of India

R
esearchers have de-
veloped a simple 
blood test that in 
combination with an 

online psychiatric assessment 
provides an improved diagno-
sis of bipolar disorder.

The team at the University of 
Cambridge in the UK found that 
the blood test on its own could 
diagnose up to 30 per cent of pa-
tients with bipolar disorder, but 
it was even more effective when 
combined with a digital mental 
health assessment.

Incorporating biomarker 
testing could help physicians 
differentiate between major 
depressive disorder and bipo-
lar disorder, which have over-
lapping symptoms but require 
different pharmacological 
treatments.

Although the blood test is 
still a proof of concept, the study 
published in the journal JAMA 
Psychiatry found that it could 
be an effective complement to 
existing psychiatric diagnosis 
and can help researchers under-
stand the biological origins of 
mental health conditions.

Bipolar disorder affects ap-
proximately one per cent of the 
population as many as 80 mil-
lion people worldwide but for 
nearly 40 per cent of patients, 
it is misdiagnosed as major de-
pressive disorder.

"People with bipolar disor-
der will experience periods of 
low mood and periods of very 
high mood or mania," said study 
first author Jakub Tomasik, 

from Cambridge's Department 
of Chemical Engineering and 
Biotechnology.

"But patients will often only 
see a doctor when they are expe-
riencing low mood, which is why 
bipolar disorder frequently gets 
misdiagnosed as major depres-
sive disorder," Tomasik said.

The most effective way to get 
an accurate diagnosis of bipolar 
disorder is a full psychiatric as-
sessment. However, patients of-
ten face long waits to get these 
assessments, and they take time 
to carry out.

"Psychiatric assessments 
are highly effective, but the abil-
ity to diagnose bipolar disorder 
with a simple blood test could 
ensure that patients get the 
right treatment the first time 
and alleviate some of the pres-
sures on medical professionals," 
said Tomasik.

The researchers used sam-
ples and data from the Delta 
study, conducted in the UK be-
tween 2018 and 2020, to identify 
bipolar disorder in patients who 
had received a diagnosis of ma-
jor depressive disorder within 
the previous five years and had 
current depressive symptoms.

More than 3,000 participants 
were recruited, and they each 
completed an online mental 
health assessment of more than 
600 questions.

The assessment covered a 
range of topics that may be rel-
evant to mental health disorders, 
including past or current depres-
sive episodes, generalised anxi-
ety, symptoms of mania, family 
history or substance abuse.

Of the participants who 
completed the online assess-
ment, around 1,000 were se-
lected to send in a dried blood 

sample from a simple finger 
prick, which the researchers 
analysed for more than 600 dif-
ferent metabolites using mass 
spectrometry.

After completing the Com-
posite International Diagnostic 
Interview, a fully structured 
and validated diagnostic tool to 
establish mood disorder diag-
noses, 241 participants were in-
cluded in the study.

Analysis of the data showed 
a significant biomarker signal 
for bipolar disorder, even after 
accounting for confounding fac-
tors such as medication, the re-
searchers said.

The biomarkers were cor-
related primarily with lifetime 
manic symptoms and were 
validated in a separate group 
of patients who received a new 
clinical diagnosis of major de-
pressive disorder or bipolar 
disorder during the study's one-
year follow-up period.

The researchers found that 
the combination of patient-
reported information and the 
biomarker test significantly 
improved diagnostic outcomes 
for people with bipolar disorder, 
especially in those where the di-
agnosis was not obvious.

"The online assessment was 
more effective overall, but the 
biomarker test performs well 
and is much faster. A combina-
tion of both approaches would 
be ideal, as they are complemen-
tary," said said Professor Sabine 
Bahn, who led the research.

"We found that some pa-
tients preferred the biomarker 
test, because it was an objective 
result that they could see," To-
masik added.
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Growth Momentum Strong, 
Q2 GDP Growth Will Surprise 
On The Upside: RBI Governor

'Closely Watching High Attrition 

At Some Private Banks'

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das on Tuesday said attrition 
is seen to be high at some private sector banks and that 

the central bank is watching the issue "closely".
Speaking at the annual BFSI Insight Summit organised by 

Business Standard, Das said the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
is looking at the issue as part of the regulatory supervision 
efforts.

In the comments that come amid some major banks 
reporting attrition rates of over 30 per cent, Das said every 
bank has to build a core team to take care of such issues.

He also said that the career outlook of youngsters has 
changed with regard to job switching and added that the 
youth is "thinking differently" on the aspect now.

According to Das, the growth momentum in the economy 
continues to be strong, and that the GDP number for the 
second quarter will surprise everyone on the upside.

He said that geopolitical uncertainty is the biggest risk 
to global growth but was quick to add that India is better 
placed to deal with any potentially risky situation.

Govt Hikes Windfall Profit Tax On 
Crude Oil, Cuts Levy On Diesel Exports

‘More Than 42,000 Cases 
Came For Resolution Under 
Insolvency Law’

Apple MacBook Pro With 
M3 Chips To Be Available In 
India From Nov 7

DGCA Allows Scheduled 
Commuter Airlines To Operate 
Single-Engine Aircraft At Night

Foreign Airlines To Operate 
2,336 Weekly Flights To And 
From 23 Indian Cities In 
Current Winter Schedule

‘GST Collections In J&K Show 33% Growth, 
Return Filing Percentage Reaches 97%’

Remain In Close Contact With 
Farmers: Dir Agri To Officers

SKUAST-K Holds 3 Entrepreneurship 
Awareness Programs On Vegetable 
Nursery Raising

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Reserve Bank of In-
dia Governor Shaktikanta Das 
on Tuesday said the growth 
momentum continues to be 
strong, and the official data 
for GDP expansion in the sec-
ond quarter will surprise on 
the upside.

Speaking at the annual BFSI 
Insight Summit organised by 
Business Standard here, Das 
said inflation is the first prior-
ity for the RBI at the moment.

“… looking at the momen-
tum of economic activity, 
looking at a few early data 
points that have come in a 
few early indicators, I can 
say that the second quarter 
GDP number as and when it 
is released at the end of No-
vember, in all probability will 
surprise everyone on the up-
side,” Das said.

He said the RBI estimates 
the real GDP growth for the 
second quarter of the current 
fiscal to come at 6.4 per cent.

Das said geopolitical uncer-
tainties are the biggest risk to 
global growth at present, but 
India is better placed to handle it 
as compared to other countries.

The governor said rates in 
advanced countries and other 
international factors are taken 
into consideration while for-
mulating the monetary poli-
cy, but was quick to add that 
eventually the monetary pol-
icy is driven by domestic fac-
tors of inflation and growth.

“Our monetary policy is not 
influenced by what is the differ-
ential in bond yields (between 
India and the US) or if currency 
is depreciating,” Das said.

When asked about the 
country’s inclusion in the J P 
Morgan global bond indices, 
Das initially admitted that 

this is a double-edged sword 
with positives and negatives, 
but sought to allay fears say-
ing any large volatilities in the 
financial markets are unlikely.

He said the move can get an 
additional USD 25 billion into 
the country as estimated by 
analysts, but it can potentially 
lead to an outflow as passive 
investors’ money can move 
out as the country weightage 
moves.

“We can handle large-scale 
inflows (and) large-scale out-
flows. So, therefore, I don’t 
think we will see that kind of 
volatility. I think the RBI has 
the capacity to deal with it ef-
fectively,” Das said.

He said the move to include 
the country in the indices an-
nounced last month speaks of 
confidence in the country’s 
economy and the financial 
markets.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Tuesday increased the 
windfall profit tax on crude 
oil produced in the country 
and reduced the levy on ex-
ports of diesel.

The tax, levied in the form 
of Special Additional Excise 
Duty or SAED, on domesti-
cally produced crude oil was 
increased to Rs 9,800 per 
tonne from Rs 9,050 a tonne, 
according to an official notifi-
cation.

SAED on the export of die-
sel was reduced to Rs 2 per 
litre from Rs 4 a litre and on 
jet fuel or ATF to nil from Rs 1, 
the notification said.

SAED on export of petrol 
will continue to be zero.

The new tax rates will come 
into effect from Wednesday.

ndia first imposed windfall 
profit taxes on July 1 last year, 
joining a growing number of 
nations that tax supernormal 
profits of energy companies. 
At that time, export duties of 
Rs 6 per litre (USD 12 per bar-
rel) each were levied on pet-
rol and ATF and Rs 13 a litre 

(USD 26 a barrel) on diesel.
A Rs 23,250 per tonne (USD 

40 per barrel) windfall profit 
tax on crude oil produced 
by companies such as Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) was also levied.

The tax rates are reviewed 
every fortnight based on aver-
age oil prices in the previous 
two weeks.

A windfall tax is levied on 
domestic crude oil if rates of 
the global benchmark rise 
above USD 75 per barrel. Ex-
port of diesel, ATF and petrol 
attract the levy if product 
cracks (or margins) rise above 
USD 20 per barrel.

Product cracks or margins 

are the difference between 
crude oil (raw material) and 
finished petroleum products.

International crude oil 
prices averaged USD 90.17 per 
barrel in October.

The levy on domestic crude 
oil dropped to nil in the first 
half of April as international 
crude oil prices fell but was 
back in the second half in step 
with a rise in rates.

Levy on diesel became 
nil in April but the levy was 
brought back in August. Levy 
on ATF became nil in March 
and was brought back in sec-
ond half of August. The export 
tax on petrol was scrapped in 
the very first review.

 Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: More than 42,000 
cases have been brought for 
resolution under the Insolven-
cy and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 
which has led to a behavioural 
change in the business land-
scape, encouraging companies 
to prioritise financial stability 
and sustainable practices, ac-
cording to an official.

At an event in the national 
capital on Tuesday, IBBI Whole 
Time Member Sudhaker Shukla 
also said that while competi-
tion and innovation are two 
things that drive a company, 
resolvability is a goal to cher-
ish. "It ensures that companies 
remain sustainable and adapt-
able," he added.

The Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is 
a key institution in implement-
ing the IBC.

Speaking at a conference 
organised by industry body 
Assocham, Shukla positive 
outcomes have led to a behav-
ioural change in the business 
landscape, encouraging com-
panies to prioritise financial 
stability and sustainable prac-
tices.

More than 42,000 cases have 
been brought for resolution 
under the IBC, he said.

Pravin Kumar Tiwari, Full-
Time Member at the National 
Financial Reporting Author-
ity (NFRA), said the regulator's 
role involves setting high-qual-
ity standards and exercising ef-
fective oversight over account-
ing and auditing matters.

"This is aimed at protecting 
public interest, investors, cred-
itors, and prescribed classes of 

companies," he added.
He also said the NFRA since 

its establishment has reviewed 
and recommended 42 propos-
als from ICAI relating to issu-
ance of new Indian accounting 
standards and amendments to 
the existing ones.

Anita Shah Akella, Joint 
Secretary at the Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, stressed on 
the importance of ESG (Envi-
ronmental, Social and Gover-
nance) aspects at corporates.

"Over the past few years, 
there has been a tremendous 
improvement in the field of 
accounting and auditing but 
what we audit mostly is policy 
and the gaps in the policy. We 
have noticed that ESG has still 
not formed so much a part 
of company policy which it 
should have...," she added.

With ESG becoming increas-
ingly integrated with the busi-
ness interest and SEBI (Secu-
rities and Exchange Board of 
India) having mandated the 
BRSR, its related obligation, 
among others, will also play a 
huge role for auditors to look 
into the bankruptcy proceed-
ings.

"The companies and the legal 
advisors must be prepared for 
such complexities," she noted.

BRSR refers to Business Re-
sponsibility and Sustainability 
Reporting.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Apple’s new Mac-
Book Pro laptops and iMac with 
M3 chipsets will be available 
across 27 countries, including 
India, from November 7 on-
wards, according to an official 
statement.

The company announced 
the launch of three M3 chip-
set models with built-in next-
generation Graphics Process-
ing Unit (GPU) architecture and 
faster Central Processing Unit 
(CPU) with an eye on artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) use cases, 
gaming, entertainment profes-
sionals and other segments 
that need high-resolution im-
age processing.

The company has launched 
two variants of MacBook Pro 
laptops with 14 and 16-inch 
displays at a starting price of 
Rs 1.69 lakh and Rs 2.49 lakh, 
respectively.

“Customers can order the 
new MacBook Pro starting 
today, Monday, October 30, 
at the Apple India store and 
on the Apple Store app in 27 
countries and regions, includ-
ing the US. It will begin arriv-
ing to customers, and will be at 
Apple store locations and Ap-
ple-authorised resellers, start-
ing Tuesday, November 7,” the 

company said in a statement.
The development of AI tech-

nology has started pushing for 
GPU over CPU-based proces-
sors to handle large amounts of 
computational requirements.

The M3 chipsets are based on 
three nanometer technology 
which means the transistors 
or the smallest data processing 
unit in the chipset is so small 
that two million of them can 
be embedded across a section 
of human hair.

The new iMac all-in-one 
desktops with eight-core GPU 
would be available in India at 
a starting price of Rs 1.29 lakh 
from November 7.

iMac with a ten-core GPU 
would be available at a starting 
price of Rs 1.44 lakh.

“New iMac customers will 
enjoy all of these benefits and 
see up to four times faster per-
formance than the bestselling 
24-inch all-in-one PC with the 
latest Intel Core i7 processor,” 
the statement said.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Aviation safety 
regulator DGCA has allowed 
scheduled commuter airlines 
to operate their single engine 
aircraft at night, a move that 
will help in enhancing air con-
nectivity to remote areas dur-
ing night hours.

The operations with Single 
Engine Turbine (SET) planes was 
introduced for Scheduled Com-
muter Airlines (SCAs) in 2018. 
Till now, such operations were 
restricted to day operations and 
Visual Flight Rules (VFR).

Generally, SCAs operate re-
gional flights.

In a release on Tuesday, avia-
tion watchdog DGCA said it has 
amended its relevant regula-
tions to include a provision 
for SCAs to fly at night on air-
planes.

The operations circular has 
also been amended to incorpo-
rate the guidance material and 
detailed guidelines to modify 
the assessment of routes, qual-
ification, experience, training, 
and assessment requirements 
of the crew, among other as-
pects, the release said.

Besides, operational, cer-
tification and airworthiness 
requirements have also been 
taken into account to ensure 
that safe operations are carried 
out on single engine airplanes.

The grant of such approval 
would be based on the as-
sessment of operators meet-
ing these requirements, which 
have been incorporated on the 
basis of the report submitted 
by an expert committee consti-
tuted by the DGCA.

The committee reviewed 
international regulations and 
global best practices for such 
SET scheduled commuter op-
erations at night, worldwide 
safety as well as India safety 
data and operational experi-
ence gained over a period of 
time, as per the release.

The committee also carried 
out safety risk assessment and 
practical flight trials to iden-
tify the deficiencies/hazards 
and incorporate the safety en-
hancement measures, the re-
lease added.

The government has been 
working on ways to boost re-
gional air connectivity across 
the country.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As many as 50 
foreign airlines will be operat-
ing 2,336 weekly flights to and 
from various Indian cities dur-
ing the winter schedule and 
the number of flights is 9 per 
cent higher compared to the 
year-ago period.

The winter schedule that 
started on October 29, 2023 
will continue till March 30, 
2024.

A total of 80 scheduled for-
eign carriers will be operating 
flights to and from 23 stations 
during the 2023-24 winter 
schedule compared to 75 over-
seas airlines that had services 
in the 2022-23 winter sched-
ule, according to DGCA.

The number of weekly ser-
vices at 2,336 is higher by 9.36 
per cent compared to 2,136 
flights in the year-ago period.

The total number of seats to 
be operated on a weekly ba-
sis is 5,89,748 in the current 
winter schedule compared to 
5,49,610 seats in the 2022-23 
winter schedule.

"A total of 2,336 departures 

per week have been approved 
to/from 23 stations in India to 
50 countries, including Austra-
lia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Poland, 
Qatar, Russia, Rwanda, Saudi 
Arabia, South Korea, Switzer-
land, the UAE, the UK and Uz-
bekistan.

The 23 Indian cities in-
clude Ahmedabad, Amritsar, 
Bagdogra, Bangalore, Calicut 
(Kozhikode), Chennai, Cochin, 
Coimbatore, Delhi, Gaya, Goa, 
Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Kolkata, and Lucknow.

Others are Madurai, Mumbai, 
Nagpur, Trivandrum, Tirchy, 
Varanasi and Visakhapatnam.

In the current winter sched-
ule, eight foreign airlines that 
did not operate in the previous 
winter schedule will be operat-
ing flights. The carriers are Air 
Peace, Batik Air, Belavia, EL AL 
Israel, ITA Airways, NeosS.p.a, 
NOK AIR and Uganda Airlines.

Three airlines -- Air Austral, 
Salam Air and Yemen Airway 
-- that had operated flights 
during the previous winter 
schedule are not operating 
services in the 2023-24 winter 
schedule.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Jammu and Kash-
mir State Taxes Department 
Tuesday celebrated 4th UT 
Foundation Day and Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas here.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Commissioner State Taxes, J&K, 
Dr Rashmi Singh, congratu-
lated the team of officers and 
stakeholders for achieving re-
markable milestone in last four 
years. “Number of registered 
taxpayers in year 2017-18 was 
only 72000 under GST which 
is now increased to more than 
1.42 lacs. Moreover, from a 
modest average monthly col-
lection of around 300 crores, 
the collection in the current 
financial year (2023-24) has 
crossed 683 crore while return 
filing percentage also shown 
remarkable achievement with 
97 percent dealers filing re-
turns,” she remarked.

Highlighting on other ma-
jor accomplishments of the 
department, Dr Rashmi said, 

“GST revenue collections from 
J&K (SGST) have shown 33.20% 
growth, surpassing the Na-
tional average of 15% for the 
current financial year. Upto 
the end of October 2023, a to-
tal GST revenue (SGST & IGST) 
of 4811.09 crores has been 
realized, showing an overall 
growth of 20.31 percent”.

Terming National SKOCH 
award (Silver) 2023, a remark-
able milestone, the commis-
sioner said, such prestigious 
accolades further encourage 
officials to work with more 
zeal and enthusiasm.

On Stamps, she said adop-
tion of e-stamping system has 
led to better results in terms of 
accuracy, transparency, speed 
and maintaining a steady 
growth of around 11 % in stamp 
revenue.

The Commissioner also list-
ed other achievements includ-
ed sustained tax awareness 
campaign ‘Kartavya’, setting 
up Business Intelligence Unit, 
establishment of GST Suvidha 

Kendra/helpdesks in all dis-
tricts, extension of e-way bills 
through Suvidha Kendra , MoU 
with Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India (ICAI) for ca-
pacity building and knowledge 
exchange besides launching of 
awareness campaign ‘Mera Bill 
MeraAdhikar.

The Commissioner also re-
leased department’s milestone 
compendium on the occasion.

Earlier, CST administrated 
‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ (Nation-
al Unity Day) Pledge’ wherein 
officers and staff of both Jam-
mu and Kashmir divisions took 
oath to preserve the unity, in-
tegrity and security of the na-
tion and strive hard to spread 
this message among my fellow 
countrymen.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Additional Commissioner State 
Taxes Kashmir, Shakeel Mak-
bool in his welcome address 
paid homage to Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel on his birth anni-
versary, which is celebrated as 
National Unity Day.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Agriculture De-
partment Kashmir Tuesday 
organized an impressive func-
tion in the lawns of Agricul-
ture Complex to celebrate UT 
Diwas.

All the Officers and officials 
of the directorate participated 
in the event.

Addressing the gathering, 
Director Agriculture Kashmir, 
Chowdhury Mohammad Iqbal 
who was the chief guest con-
gratulated the participants on 
the UT Diwas and appreciated 
their role in the successful 
working of the department. 
He especially marked the role 
of officers, officials working in 
the departmental farms and 
said that their contribution 
in the transformation of said 
farms is remarkable.

He said the best way to 
celebrate this day is to serve 
the interests of the farming 
community of the region 
with utmost commitment 

and dedication.
to remain in close contact 

with the farmers
The Director asked the of-

ficers of the department to 
remain in close contact with 
the farmers and make sure 
that every initiative by the de-
partment reaches them well 
in time.

Iqbal highlighted some of 
the major achievements by the 
department over the last few 
years, including cultivation of 
oilseed on more than 1.5 lakh 
hectares of land, GI Tagging of 
saffron, Muskbudji, vegetable 
cultivation over the large area 
of land, Introduction of ex-
otic vegetables, remarkable 
growth in small scale agricul-
ture cottage enterprises like 
mushroom cultivation and 
apiculture, promotion of agri-
entrepreneurship etc.

Later, the Director Agricul-
ture and other participants 
took part in multiple activities 
such as cleanliness drive, Self-
ies, Pledge etc.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology of 
Kshmir organised three En-
trepreneurship Awareness Pro-
grammes (EAP) on vegetable 
nursery raising techniques in 
district Ganderbal.

About 50 participants were 
imparted training and aware-
ness on ‘Vegetable Nursery Rais-
ing Techniques’ organised by 
the SKUAST-K’s Division of Veg-
etable Sciences, Faculty of Hor-
ticulture and the MSME training 
of the Union Ministry of Micro, 
Small and Medium Entreprises 
at Dabb, and Repore-A villages 
of Ganderbal.

The programmes were coordi-
nated by Dr Ummyiah H Masoodi, 
Assistant Professor, Division of 
Vegetable Science, SKUAST-K. 
These programmes were an effort 
to develop awareness among the 
participants regarding entrepre-
neurship avenues in vegetable 

nursery raising with the aim of 
motivating them to take up this 
venture for greater economic 
benefits. The primary objective 
of this awareness programme 
was to identify gaps in the startup 
ecosystem and develop strategies 
to create an enabling environ-
ment for scaling up successful ag-
ri-business ventures. During the 
awareness programmes lectures 
were delivered by experts from 
the Division of Vegetable Sci-
ence, Dr Gazala Nazir and Dr Syed 
Berjes Zehra who highlighted dif-
ferent methods of nursery rais-
ing in vegetables and also made 
the participants aware about the 
ways and means of raising their 
income through the sale of veg-
etable seedlings. Marketing strat-
egies for greater coverage were 
also discussed with the partici-
pants. By the end of these three 
programmes, the coordinator Dr 
Ummyiah H Masoodi was thank-
ful to the participants for par-
ticipating in the programme with 
great interest and enthusiasm. 
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General Manager 
Reviews 
Performance Of 
Northern Railway
Observer News Service

New Delhi: Shobhan Chaudhuri, General 
Manager, Northern Railway held a review 
meeting with the departmental heads and 
DRMs of Northern Railway.

Deliberations were held on keeping 
focus on safety on tracks, freight loading 
and transparency in working of Railways. 
He emphasized that the railway working 
should be transparent. He stressed upon 
maximum use of technology so that hu-
man intervention can be minimized and 
transparency in all sphere of railway 
working may be established.

He told the efforts should be enhance 
to minimizing the human failure in train 
operation.

e further said that, the monitoring 
system of progress of construction proj-
ects should also be a prime focus area as 
the development/improvement of rail-
ways are very much dependent on these 
projects.

He told department heads to expedite 
and complete the work in stipulated time 
manner in particular construction proj-
ects. The safety is always be the prime fo-
cus over Northern Railway.

He reviewed the work done over the 
zone in improving the maintenance stan-
dard of track, welds and removal of scrap 
lying near the tracks. He instructed the 
divisions on conducting drives to enhance 
the safety and counsel the staff whenever 
necessary and required.

Taking on freight Business Development, 
the GM took stock of the outreach of the 
Business Development Units. He also in-
structed that BDUs should create an envi-
ronment of trust, support and confidence 
amongst the customers.

SKUAST-Kashmir, 
Wadura Campus 
Holds One Day 
Training Programme 
For Farmers
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A one day Training Programme was 
organized by the Division of Horticulture, 
Faculty of Agriculture, SKUAST-Kashmir, 
Wadura campus on Tuesday in collaboration 
with Spice Board Regional office Srinagar. 
The objective of the training Programme was 
to empower farmers and professionals in ag-
riculture sectors with tools and knowledge to 
enhance their skill in quality improvement 
of spices. In the beginning of the event, Prof. 
Khalid Rasool, Head of the Division, spoke 
on the subject and elaborated on the impor-
tance of the awareness programme.

The event was graced by the presence of 
the Chief Guest, Dean Faculty of Agriculture 
Prof Rehana Habib Kant. She gave insight-
ful and thought-provoking speech on the 
importance of Quality improvement in 
spices. The programme was attended by 
Prof F.A. Nehvi, Consultant Spice board and 
Ashutosh Scientist incharge Regional office 
Spice board, Srinagar.

Ashutosh in his lecture threw light on 
the importance of spices with their market-
ing and Trade outside India. Prof F.A.Nehvi 
gave an informative lecture on the Saffron 
Cultivation. The other speakers of the event 
were Dr. Rakshanda Anayat and Dr Farooq 
Ahmed .The event was attended by the vari-
ous Heads of the Divisions, Professors along 
with other faculty members and the students.

The event ended with formal vote of 
thanks presented by Prof. G.I. Hassan. He 
thanked the Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, 
for her support and encouragement, Chief 
Guest of the event, organizing committee 
members and all who attended the event 
and made it a successful one.

Physics Wallah Expands 
To 74 Vidyapeeths
Brings Education Closer To Students 
& Penetrates Underserved Areas

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: PW launches Phase 
II of Physics Wallah National 
Scholarship cum Admission Test 
across India, which will provide 
Rs 200 crore scholarships

Physics Wallah (PW), India's 
leading edtech, has expanded 
to 74 offline Centers called 
Vidyapeeths in 50 cities across 
India, with an aim to provide 
students with access to high-
quality education near their 
hometowns, eliminating the 
need for them to relocate and 
ensuring ease of access to 
learning opportunities.

PW also operates 10 
Vidyapeeth infocentres to pro-
vide information about its of-
ferings in Vidyapeeths, and 28 
Pathshalas in 27 cities where 
hybrid classes are conducted.

Additionally, PW will also 
launch Phase II of the Physics 
Wallah National Scholarship 
cum Admission Test (PWNSAT), 
offering Rs 200 crore in schol-
arships. The exam, available 
in offline and online modes, is 
open to students from class 6 
to 12 and droppers aspiring for 
JEE or NEET, with a chance to 
secure up to 100% scholarships. 
It will be held from November 
26th to 10th December (both 
online & offline).

Ankit Gupta, CEO of 
Vidyapeeth Offline at PW, 
stated, "We are committed to 

ensuring that every student 
has access to high-quality ed-
ucation in their hometowns, 
eliminating the need to travel 
far for quality learning, thus 
allowing them to study from 
the comfort of their homes 
and reducing financial pres-
sure on parents. Additionally, 
we aim to penetrate every 
city in India to establish edu-
cational hubs. With the ex-
pansion of Vidyapeeths and 
the launch of PWNSAT Phase 
II, we are taking significant 
steps toward this goal, offer-
ing students the best of both 
worlds. Our dedication to en-
hancing the educational land-
scape across India remains 
unwavering.”

PW is now in 76 cities across 
India, with a student base of 
1.5 lakh. These centers offer 
a comprehensive curriculum 
covering everything students 
need to learn for JEE/NEET, and 
PW is aiming to enroll 2.5 lakh 
students in these centers next 
year.

The Vidyapeeths are tech-
enabled centers that offer 
recorded lectures, individual 
attention, and a community-
based learning environment. 
In these centres, PW’s focus 
extends to students' emo-
tional well-being, providing 
them with valuable resources 
to facilitate their learning 
experience.

Manipur SDPO shot dead in snipper 
attack; state govt recommends 
banning tribal group under UAPA

Press Trust Of India

Imphal: A senior police offi-
cer of Manipur was shot dead 
by suspected tribal militants in 
Tengnoupal district on Tuesday 
prompting the state government 
to recommend declaring World 
Kuki-Zo Intellectual Council 
(WKZIC) as a banned group 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

Sub-divisional police officer 
Chingtham Anand, a resident of 
Imphal's Haobam Marak locali-
ty, was killed in a snipper attack 
while he was on duty oversee-
ing the cleaning of the grounds 
of Eastern Shine School for con-
struction of a helipad jointly 
by the police and BSF, officials 
said.

He was taken to a primary 
health centre in Moreh where 
he succumbed to injuries, they 
said.

Within minutes, the state 
cabinet met under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister Biren 
Singh and announced a relief of 
Rs 50 lakh to the kin of Anand.

It also decided to provide a 
suitable government employ-
ment to the next of the kin of 
the slain police officer.

"In view of today's incident 
leading to killing of a senior po-
lice officer, the Cabinet there-
fore approved to recommend 
for declaration of the World 
Kuki-Zo Intellectual Council 
(WKZIC), as an unlawful asso-
ciation/organization under sec-
tion 3 of the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, 1967," an offi-
cial release said.

However, the state govern-
ment's recommendation have 
to be confirmed by the Centre, 
which is the deciding authority 
on declaring an organisation as 
unlawful under the UAPA.

The Manipur cabinet, in its 
meeting, noted that WKZIC 
had issued a press release on 
October 24 calling upon the 
Kuki-Zo community to have 
"sufficient stock" of arms and 
ammunition as it will "face an-
other war" in November before 
the harvesting season.

The group also informed 
that youth volunteers would 
be the ones going to face the 
"war" on the frontlines and the 
Kuki National army and under-
ground groups won't be able to 
join the "war" freely in view of 
SOO agreement, the state gov-
ernment release said.

The group had further in-
formed that its national volun-
teers shall be equipped with the 
best arms and if required, unlim-
ited ammunition will be supplied. 
The Manipur cabinet noted that 
an FIR was already lodged against 
the organisation on Monday.

The cabinet also decided to 
instruct the security forces to 
"launch a joint operation in 
Moreh and its adjoining areas 
to arrest the culprits respon-
sible for the crime" and "noted 
that additional state forces have 
been detailed from Imphal for 
the purpose. The operations 
have since started".

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Ecosystem Which
LG said, have excelled in many areas & build-

ing a new J&K in Viksit Bharat. He said agricul-
ture, industry & tourism sectors are showing 
impressive growth.

“New infrastructure is being built across the UT. 
This new dynamism is the result of dedication, 
commitment and hard work of 1.3 crore citizens,” 
he said

“Equitable growth for all, dynamic rural econ-
omy, empowerment of youth, women and farm-
ers, transparent, corruption-free administration & 
achievement in social sector to provide quality life 
is an inspiration for the entire country,” he added.

The LG further said that the previous tradition 
in J&K has come to an end as the people are now 
happy participating in ensuring change on the 
ground.

“J&K in the past four months have reached 
new heights while Police as well as the other 
security forces have made this change success-
ful,” he said.

“The Government of India under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has en-
sured complete support to J&K in the past four 
years, thus making it possible to ensure change 
on the ground,” he said, adding that the peo-
ple are aware of the situation of roads, power 
and water supply, but now the situation has 
changed on the ground.

He said several roads have been constructed, 
railway tracks, new airport is coming, cinema 
halls, power projects and other things have 
come up for the wellbeing of people.

“We might not have been able to achieve 
100 per cent target, but an ease of life has been 
ensured to the people in the last four years,” 
Sinha said, adding that the administration is 
committed to come up to the expectations of 
the citizens.

In every sector, J&K is moving forward, I 
know, we might not have achieved everything, 
but there is insincerity in our intentions, he 
further said, adding that J&K youth have been 
given wings to fly as different schemes have 
been launched in J&K in the last four years to 
assist the youngsters to achieve their dreams. 
“We have ensured benefits to every single in-
dividual without any discrimination as every 
citizen was treated equally,” he said.

He also said that J&K has topped in ensuring 
online services to the people.

The LG said that the administration made a 
serious effort to make peace a permanent fea-
ture in J&K. “Schools, colleges and businesses 
are open all 365 days a year,” he said.

About the tourism boom, he said that 1.85 
crore tourists have visited J&K so far, adding that 
the target of 2.25 crore footfall of tourists will be 
achieved this year. He also said that there has 
been a 350 per cent increase in the foreign tour-
ist arrivals in the last four hours.

Many other developments have been done 
like Darbar Move has been done away with, 
land to landless people have been ensured, cold 
storage units have come up, 970 entrepreneurs 
have been assisted and more than one lakh 
Kisan cards have been provided in the last four 
years.

“On this UT Foundation Day, I want to tell you 
that J&K is at top in every sector, but don’t see 
this achievement through the prism of figures 
as the ease of living has been ensured through 
this achievement,” he said.

In Sports, he said that J&K youth is becoming 
a powerhouse to represent the country at dif-
ferent levels, adding that the UT has got more 
funds under sports category compared to other 
states and UTs.

The LG also said that enough was done to 
eliminate the terrorism in J&K and thus it is 
taking its last breath now.

“Time has come to eliminate the terrorism 
from J&K so that the new generation will not 
bear the brunt of terrorism any more. The peo-
ple must cooperate and support the endeavour 
of government in eliminating the terrorism,” 

he said (With KNO inputs)

Flags Off ‘Run
objective to make the nation a developed 

country by 2047. Sinha made these remarks 
while flagging off ‘Run for Unity’ to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel in Srinagar. Citizens from different age 
groups participated in the run to celebrate the 
spirit of unity.

The LG administered ‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ 
pledge to the assembled gathering at Bakshi 
Stadium and Raj Bhavan, and paid tributes 
to the unifier of India Bharat Ratna Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel.

“Sardar Patel with his statesmanship, grit 
and courage unified the country and defended 
its territorial integrity and sovereignty so that 
the future generations can live in honour, peace 
and prosperity,” Sinha said.

He said the citizens of J&K must resolve to-
day to work with great unity and single objec-
tive to make our nation a developed country by 
2047.

“Let us reawaken the values and vision 
propagated by Sardar Patel and work for peace, 
harmony and prosperity in the society,” the LG 
said.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to Lt Governor; 
Dr Mandeep Bhandari, Principal Secretary 
to Lt Governor, Administrative Secretaries; 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and senior 
officers of Civil and Police Administration were 
present at Bakshi Stadium.

Inaugurates Jhelum
Riverfront from (right bank) Zero Bridge to 

the General Post Office (GPO) on Tuesday, an 
official spokesperson said.

The riverfront has been upgraded as a pe-
destrian and cycling promenade along with 
parks, and public plazas equipped with public 
amenities like toilets, seating spaces, and high-
quality lighting to the people.

The LG, he said, congratulated the SSCL 
for providing a distinct identity to the city’s 
rich heritage through the prestigious Jhelum 
Riverfront project.

Srinagar Smart City Limited is also shifting 
electric and telecommunication utility cables 
underground in order to make the riverfront a 
wire-free public space.

Earlier in the month of May this year, the 
LG had inaugurated the 6 km-long stretch of 
the Jhelum Rajbagh Riverfront which was de-
veloped into world-class public space with 
facilities like walkways, cycling, green space, 
universal access and numerous activities along 
the way.

The Jhelum Riverfront has become a model 
of urban excellence and a major attraction for 
tourists as well as the locals.

‘Youth Our Most
and proven its mettle since inception in 1949 

with single vision of ‘Nation First’. Its effort to 
engage youth from Kashmir is creating new 
environment of peace, prosperity and building 
moral leadership among young generation,” he 
said.

He called for united efforts to establish a 
more conducive environment and provide plat-
forms to nurture the budding sporting talents 
of Jammu Kashmir in diverse sports disciplines.

“The youth of J&K UT is our most precious 
wealth. The opportunity to compete in differ-
ent sports will enable them to bring new hope, 
right skills to excel in life, courage to achieve 
success in every field and become role models 
for children,” the LG added.

The final was played between MLA 
Gymkhana Club Budgam and Kashmir Tigers 
Lal Chowk.

Four Dead In 
lost control over his vehicle.

RR Swain Takes
SP Poonch, SSP Kathua, SSP Jammu, SSP 

Srinagar, AIG (P/W) PHQ and DIG Vigilance.
In November 2006, he went on deputation 

to Govt of India where he held very prestigious 
posts.

In June 2020, Swain joined the J&K Police as 
head of the CID wing and today took over the 
charge of DGP J&K.

Immediately after taking over the DGP, J&K 
R.R. Swain chaired a meeting at PHQ which 
was attended by senior officers of the PHQ and 
other wings.

The HODs of different wings and senior offi-
cers of PHQ briefed the DGP about the working/
functioning etc. of their wings and offices.

Parents, Students
as the students to move out in the morning 

amidst cold conditions,” Saiqa Bilal, mother of 
5 year-old girl student from Malison School, 
told Kashmir Observer.

It was really chilly in the mornings, Saiqa 
said, and the kids sometimes refused to go to 
school.

Kamil Murtaza, a 5th standard student of 
Delhi Public School ,said he could at least sleep 
for a little longer in the morning because he oc-
casionally found it difficult to get up early and 
get ready for school.

“I am happy. At least I could prolong my 
morning sleep to some extent, as I find it dif-
ficult to get up early in the morning and get 
ready for school amidst the morning chill,” he 
said.

Kamil’s father, Murtaza said the govern-
ment’s decision to change school timings has 
come as succor for the parents, who had to 
drop their young children to school amidst 
chilly mornings.

“I am relieved. For at least the next three 
to four months; my son was having difficulty 
waking up early in the morning, and then get-
ting ready for school in a helter-skelter manner. 
Besides, the early schedule at times was mak-
ing him reluctant to attend the school,” he told 
Kashmir Observer.

Wall Of Art-370

On August 5, 2019, the Centre abrogated 
Jammu and Kashmir’s special status under 
Article 370 of the Constitution and bifurcated 
the state into union territories.

PM Modi also said politics of appeasement is 
the biggest obstacle in the country’s journey of 
development, and cautioned against “a very large 
political class” which cannot see a way of doing 
positive politics and can even compromise with 
the country’s unity for their selfish goals.

In the last nine years, India’s internal secu-
rity has been getting challenges from multiple 
fronts, but because of the hard work of security 
forces, the enemies of the country are not being 
able to succeed like they did in the past, Modi 
said.

For India, the next 25 years of this century is 
the most important period, Modi said, adding 
that “we have to make our country prosper-
ous and developed” and achieve the goal while 
drawing inspiration from Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel.

“The biggest hindrance in our development 
journey is the politics of appeasement. Last 
many decades in India are witness to the fact 
that appeasers never see terrorism, its horrors 
and monstrosity. The appeasers do not hesitate 
to stand side by side with the enemies of hu-
manity,” he said.

“They (appeasers) neglect investigating ter-
rorist activities and avoid taking strict action 
against anti-national elements. The appease-
ment mindset is so dangerous that it reaches 
the court to save the terrorists. Such thinking 
cannot benefit any community. This can never 
be of any benefit to the country,” he said.

People have to remain cautious of such 

thinking which puts the unity at risk at every 
moment and in every corner of the country, the 
PM said.

Modi said there is a “very large political 
class” in the country which does not see any 
way of doing positive politics.

“Unfortunately, this political class is adopt-
ing such tactics which are against the society 
and the country. For this political class, their 
selfishness is paramount even if it means that 
the unity of the country breaks,” he said.

Such political class is trying to achieve its po-
litical goals “by hurting the unity of the coun-
try,” the prime minister said.

“Only if the country remains alert about 
these will it be able to achieve its development 
goals. Efforts to maintain the unity of the coun-
try should not be abandoned even for a mo-
ment. We have to continuously live the mantra 
of unity, and contribute continuously to realise 
it,” Modi said.

He said the people should give their best in 
whichever field they work, and this is the best 
way to give a better future to the coming gener-
ations. “And this is what Sardar Saheb expects 
from all of us,” he added.

During the last nine years, India’s internal 
security has been getting challenges from mul-
tiple fronts, but because of the hard work of 
security forces, the enemies of the country are 
not being able to succeed like they did in the 
past, Modi said.

People have still not forgotten those periods 
when they were filled with doubt when enter-
ing crowded markets, public places and places 
of economic activities, he said.

“There were conspiracies to halt the coun-
try’s development by targeting them. People 
have seen the destruction caused by bomb 
blasts and also sluggishness of the then gov-
ernment in the name of investigation,” he said, 
adding that people should not let the country 
slide to that period.

The people of the country need to know, 
recognise and understand, and be cautious of 
those who are attacking the country’s unity, PM 
Modi said.

“There came a period of 25 years preceding 
the country’s independence during the last 
century when every Indian exhausted them-
selves to achieve independence. Now we are 
faced with a similar ‘Amrit Kaal’ of the next 25 
years for a prosperous India as an opportunity. 
We have to achieve every goal with the inspira-
tion of Sardar Patel,” he said.

The prime minister said today the entire 
world is looking at India’s achievements.

“The world is surprised to see India’s ability 
in the G20. We are proud that we are taking the 
world’s largest democracy to a new height. We 
are proud that amidst various global crises, our 
borders are safe, and in the next few years we 
will become the third largest economic power,” 
he said.

In the ‘Amrit Kaal’, India has taken a pledge 
to move ahead by shedding the mindset of 
slavery, Modi said.

Due to the chaos in the world and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, inflation in some coun-
tries is at the highest point in 30-40 years and 
there is also unemployment. In such circum-
stances, India’s flag continues to fly high, the 
PM said.

“We are moving continuously ahead by over-
coming one challenge after another. We have 
made new records, set new yardsticks. The 
country can see the influence of policies and 
decisions taken in the last nine years in every 
sphere of life,” he said.

More than 13.5 crore people have moved out 
of poverty. “India is confident that we can re-
move poverty from the country and will con-
tinuously work forward in this direction,” he 
said.

“Therefore, for every single Indian, this is a 
very important period. Nobody should do any-
thing which can compromise the stability of 

the country. If we deviate from our steps, we 
will also deviate from our goal.

“The hard work with which 140 crore Indians 
have brought the country on the path of devel-
opment should never go in vain. We have to 
keep the future in mind and stay up to date 
with our resolutions,” he said.

HC Issues
reasons and materials which necessitated 

the arrest, while forwarding/producing the 
accused before the Magistrate for further 
detention.”

The Magistrate, the court said, while autho-
rizing detention of the accused shall peruse the 
report furnished by the police officer and only 
after recording its satisfaction, the Magistrate 
will authorize detention.

The decision not to arrest an accused be for-
warded to the Magistrate within two weeks 
from the date of the institution of the case with 
a copy to the Magistrate which may be extend-
ed by the Superintendent of police of the dis-
trict for the reasons to be recorded in writing.

The court directed that notice of appearance 
in terms of Section 41-A CrPC be served on the 
accused within two weeks from the date of in-
stitution of the case, which may be extended by 
the Superintendent of Police of the district for 
the reasons to be recorded in writing.

“Failure to comply with the directions afore-
said shall apart from rendering the police of-
ficers concerned liable for departmental action, 
they shall also be liable to be punished for con-
tempt to be instituted before High Court.”

Authorizing detention without recording 
reasons by the Judicial Magistrate concerned 
shall be liable for departmental action by the 
High Court, the notification reads.

“The directions shall not only apply to case 
under Section 498- A IPC or Section-4 of the 
Dowry Prohibition Act, but also to such other 
cases where offence is punishable with impris-
onment for a term which may be less than sev-
en years or which may extend to seven years, 
whether with or without fine.”

2 Suspects Held
apprehended and one pistol, twp grenades 

and other war like stores recovered.
“Investigation in progress,” the spokesperson 

said in Tweet

Criminal Detained
Jammu and Kashmir and Kangra and 

Dharamshala districts of Himachal Pradesh, 
they said.

Mortar Shell
late Monday, the officials said. The bomb dis-

posal squad took it into their custody and de-
stroyed it this morning.

Dentist’s Murder: 
the Indian Penal Code in the court of law, po-

lice said in a statement here late this evening.
Following the murder, police had set 

up a special investigation team headed by 
Superintendent of Police (headquarters) 
Ramnish Gupta, the statement said.

Man Kills Mother, 
are at the spot and further details are await-

ed, the official said.

Northern Army
effectiveness under challenging conditions, 

the Northern Command said.
“Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi, Army Commander 

Northern Command visited forward areas of 
Ladakh to review operational preparedness for 
winters and border defence infrastructure de-
velopment”, the Northern Command said on X.

He also visited various ongoing projects of 
BRO, including a tunnel project.
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Race To Semis: New Zealand 
Take On South Africa

Pakistan Knock Out Bangladesh With 
7-Wicket Win, Keep Semis Hope Alive

LG Flags Off 'Run for 
Unity' In Srinagar

67th National School Games Begin 
At Bakshi Stadium, J&K Win 1-0

Kashmir Division Ranking Carrom Tournament Begins IUST Hosts Para Athletic Meet

Messi Wins Record-Extending 8th Ballon d'Or
The Associated Press

PARIS: The list reads 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2019, 
2021, and now 2023.

Lionel Messi won the men's 
Ballon d'Or for a record-ex-
tending eighth time on Mon-
day after fulfilling his life's 
ambition by leading Argentina 
to the World Cup title in Qatar 
last year.

Adding to his silverware the 
one major trophy that eluded 
him in his storied career was 

the decisive factor in an oth-
erwise quite mundane season 
— for his standards — at Paris 
Saint-Germain.

The 36-year-old Messi won 
ahead of Manchester City for-
ward Erling Haaland and his 
former PSG teammate Kylian 
Mbappe.

Messi thanked his Argentina 
coach, teammates and staff for 
making his victory possible.

''Tonight I'm enjoying my-
self. It's a pleasure that will 
never leave me, and I hope to 

be able to enjoy it for many 
years to come,'' Messi said 
through a translator.

''Becoming world champion 
was the title we were miss-
ing. I'd like to thank everyone 
who helped make Argentina 
the world champion team.'' 
Messi also paid tribute to the 
late Diego Maradona, who 
also helped Argentina win the 
World Cup, back in 1986.

''This title and this trophy,'' 
Messi said, ''I share them with 
you and all our Argentina com-

rades.'' Aitana Bonmati won 
the women's award for guiding 
Spain to victory at the Wom-
en's World Cup in August. She 
also helped Barcelona win the 
Women's Champions League 
and Spanish league.

A year after missing out on 
the shortlist for the 2022 Bal-
lon d'Or, and despite leaving 
top-level European soccer be-
hind, Messi has recovered his 
crown.

He won the sport's biggest 
individual prize due to his tre-

mendous World Cup. In Qatar, 
Messi was involved in 10 goals 
for Argentina, scoring seven 
and assisting three. He scored 
twice in the final against France.

His final season with PSG 
was less shiny. Although PSG 
won a record-extending 11th 
French league, it again exited 
the Champions League in the 
round of 16.

Nobody else has won more 
than five Ballon d'Or. Cristiano 
Ronaldo has five, and Michel Plat-
ini, Johan Cruyff and Marco van 

Basten each won it three times.
Since moving to Inter Mi-

ami in the United States, Messi 
has already picked up his first 
silverware there by inspiring 
the team to victory in the U.S. 
Leagues Cup.

Messi's latest win marked 
the first time a Major League 
Soccer-based player got such 
recognition. Messi received the 
trophy from former Manches-
ter United star David Beckham, 
who is one of the owners of his 
new club.

''I'm very happy with the 
decisions I've made and to be 
with Miami,'' Messi said. He 
succeeded Karim Benzema.

Mbappe hoped another 
Frenchman could win the Bal-
lon d'Or after he scored a hat 
trick in the World Cup final, 
though France lost in a penalty 
shootout.

Haaland led City to a treble 
of trophies last season — Cham-
pions League, English Premier 
League, FA Cup — while scoring 
52 goals.

Press Trust of India

PUNE: One side endured the 
agony of a close defeat and other 
felt the ecstacy of victory in a 
rip-roaring game but when New 
Zealand and South Africa clash 
in a World Cup game here on 
Wednesday both will start on an 
even keel.

The current edition of World 
Cup has featured mostly lopsided 
games but if the two games stood 
out, one certainly was South Afri-
ca's one-wicket win against Paki-
stan in Chennai and New Zealand 
nearly pulled off a sensational 

chase of 388 against Australia be-
fore finishing five runs short.

With both teams firmly in con-
tention for semi-final berths, one 
can expect good game of cricket 
where batters of both sides are ex-
pected to set the tone of the match.

For New Zealand (8 points 
from 6 games), the Dharamsala-
leg after four straight victories 
didn't pan out on expected lines 
and another loss would give the 
likes of Afghanistan (6 points) 
and Pakistan (4 points) a shot at 
semi-final qualification.

On the other hand, if South 
Africa (10 points from 6 games) 

win, the 12 points will almost 
put them in the last-four bracket 
alongside India.

Hence, it would be one of the 
most high-stakes game of the 
league stage and a team like Paki-
stan wouldn't mind if New Zea-
land suffer a hat-trick of defeats.

Both teams have put up more 
than impressive bating perfor-
mances in most of the games but 
the track at the Maharashtra Crick-
et Association ground in Gahunje 
hasn't exactly been a belter with 
spinners getting sufficient help like 
Afghanistan spinners did against Sri 
Lanka in their seven-wicket victory.

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Opener Fakhar 
Zaman capped his return 
with an attacking fifty after 
Shaheen Shah Afridi's fiery 
spell as Pakistan knocked 
Bangladesh out of the World 
Cup with a seven-wicket 
win to keep their slim semi-
final hopes alive here on 
Tuesday.

Shaheen spearheaded 
their three-pronged pace 
attack with splendid fig-
ures of 9-1-23-3 as Pakistan 
bundled out Bangladesh for 
a lowly 204 in 45.1 overs.

Fakhar, who missed five 
of their six matches because 
of a knee injury, smashed 
seven sixes and three fours 
in his 74-ball 81. Abdullah 
Shafique also struck a quick 
68 off 69 balls (9x4, 2x6) as 
the new-look opening pair 
laid the foundation with an 
imposing 128-run alliance.

Just when it looked like a 
one-way traffic for Pakistan, 
off-spinner Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz (3/60) took both the 
openers but with no score-
board pressure Pakistan 
knocked off the paltry 205-
run target in 32.3 overs.

This was Bangladesh's 
sixth loss on the trot as the 

Shakib Al Hasan-led side 
became the first team to be 
officially eliminated from 
the 10-team global show-
piece with two matches in 
hand.

They next play Sri Lanka 
and Australia in their last 
two matches.

Having returned to win-
ning ways after enduring 
four defeats, Pakistan with 
three wins from seven 
matches kept their faint 
semifinal hopes alive. They 
next take on New Zealand 
before concluding their 
league campaign against 
England.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K LG Manoj 
Sinha flagged off J&K Sports 
Council’s “Run for Unity” in 
Srinagar on Friday to com-
memorate the birth anniversa-
ry of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

Citizens from different age 
groups participated in the 
run.

The LG administered 
“Rashtriya Ekta Diwas” 
pledge to the assembled 
gathering at Bakshi Stadium 
and Raj Bhavan, and paid 
tributes to Bharat Ratna Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel.

“Sardar Patel with his 
statesmanship, grit and 

courage unified the country 
and defended its territorial 
integrity and sovereignty so 
that the future generations 
can live in honour, peace and 
prosperity,” the LG sasid.

“Let us reawaken the val-
ues and vision propagated 
by Sardar Patel and work for 
peace, harmony and prosper-
ity in the society,” he added.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Ad-
visor to LG; Mandeep Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary to 
LG, Administrative Secretar-
ies; Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir and senior officers 
of Civil and Police Adminis-
tration were present at Bak-
shi Stadium.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha inaugu-
rated the 67th National School 
Games in Football Under-19 
and Volleyball Under-17 Boys 
at Bakshi Stadium on Tuesday.

A total of 15000 school chil-
dren from Kashmir and 2000 
athletes from all over the coun-
try are participating in this 
mega sporting event.

The LG conveyed his best wish-
es to participating sportspersons. 
He said the prestigious sporting 
event is a collaborative effort be-
tween the Department of Youth 
Services and Sports J&K and the 
School Games Federation of India 
(SGFI). Twenty-eight States, eight 
Union Territories, and several 
SGFI-recognised boards are par-
ticipating in the competitions.

At the inaugural ceremony, 
the LG shared the efforts of the 
UT Administration, under the 
guidance of the Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, to create a 
robust sports ecosystem and 
realise the true potential of 
Jammu Kashmir.

The LG administered an oath 
to the participants to respect 

and abide by the rules of the 
sport and in the spirit of fair play.

The gathering of sportsper-
sons, youth and officers at 
Bakshi Stadium also took the 
‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ pledge 
on the occasion.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advi-
sor to Lt Governor; Sanjeev 
Verma, Commissioner/Sec-
retary GAD, Sarmad Hafeez, 
Secretary Youth Services and 
Sports, Nuzhat Gul, Secretary 
J&K Sports Council, officers 
bearers of SGFI, senior officers 
of Civil and Police Administra-
tion, team managers, coaches, 

prominent sports personalities 
and youth took part in the in-
augural ceremony.

Sixteen venues across Sri-
nagar City are set to host differ-
ent matches of volleyball and 
football till November 4.

In a thrilling kick-off match, 
the host state, Jammu and 
Kashmir, faced off against Ma-
harashtra in football. The con-
test was marked by intense 
competition, with J&K secur-
ing a 1-0 victory. Mohd Salha 
emerged as the impact player, 
while Furkaan was awarded 
player of the match. 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: LG Manoj Sinha at-
tended the closing ceremony of 
CRPF T20 Cricket Cup 2023 on 
Tuesday and felicitated the winner, 
runner-up and other outstanding 
players of the tournament.

In his address, the LG congratu-
lated the CRPF Srinagar Sector 
officials, and all the participating 
players and teams from Gander-
bal, Budgam and Srinagar.

“The youth of J&K UT is our 
most precious wealth. The op-
portunity to compete in different 
sports will enable them to bring 

new hope, right skills to excel in 
life, courage to achieve success in 
every field and become role mod-
els for children,” the Lt Governor 
said.

The final was played between 
MLA Gymkhana Club Budgam and 
Kashmir Tigers Lal Chowk.

Junaid Azim Mattu, Mayor, 
SMC; Aftab Malik, Chairman, 
DDC, Srinagar; Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, Chairman, DDC Budgam; 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to 
LG; Nalin Prabhat, ADG CRPF; se-
nior officers of Civil administra-
tion, Police and CRPF, sports lov-
ers and youth witnessed the final.

LG Felicitates CRPF T20 
Cricket Cup Winners

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: The Directorate 
of Physical Education & Sports, 
Islamic University of Science & 
Technology organised a Para 
Athletic Meet at the univer-
sity’s track field on Tuesday. 
The meet was presided over by 
Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, 
Vice Chancellor IUST.

The event, held at IUST’s 
Synthetic Athletic Track show-
cased remarkable abilities and 
talents of para-athletes from 
across the valley.

The Para Athletic Meet, fea-
tured a diverse range of events 
including wheelchair racing, 
shot put, long jump, and Re-
lay Races; and was aimed at 
promoting inclusivity and fos-
tering a spirit of athleticism 
among specially-abled indi-

viduals, the university said in a 
press release.

Prof. Romshoo, commended 
the Directorate of Physical Ed-
ucation & Sports, IUST for or-
ganising the event and appre-
ciated the participants for their 
commitment and resilience.

Prof Naseer Iqbal (Registrar 
IUST), Mr Samir Wazir (Finance 
Officer and Chairman Sports 
Committee IUST), Dr Waseem 
Bari (Controller of Examina-
tion), Prof. Masooda Yaseen 

(Honorary Secretary Volun-
tary Medicare Society), and 
Dr Bashir Ahmed Lone among 
others were present on the oc-
casion.

Earlier, Dr Hilal Ahmad Rath-
er, Assistant Director Physical 
Education & Sports, welcomed 
the guests and thanked the 
organising committee for suc-
cessful conduct of the event.

The programme was organ-
ised with the support of Volun-
tary Medicare Society.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir Di-
vision Ranking Carrom Tour-
nament began on Tuesday at 
Gindun Stadium, Raj Bagh here.

The championship was de-
clared open by Adil Rashid Shah, 
President J&K Carrom Associa-
tion, along with Mudasir Khan 
General Secretary, Arif Sultan 
Vice President and Organising 
Secretary, Sheikh Saqib Jr. Sec-
retary, Dawar Rashid Assistant 
Secretary were also present.

A total of 120 players from 
Kashmir are participating in the 
tournament, with 42 matches 
played on the inaugural day. 
The competitions of Sub Ju-
nior, Junior & Senior categories 
in both boys and girls & men & 
women sections were held.

The championship will produce 

eight ranking players in all the 
events with first four senior play-
ers representing J&K at the 28th All 
India Federation Cup Carrom Tour-
nament 2023-24 from 10.12.2023 
to 13.12.2023 at Gandhi Institute 
of Technology and Management 
(GITAM), KRM Indoor Stadium, 
Gandhi Nagar, Rushikonda, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh,

Day 1 Results:

SENIOR MEN:
Shahid Ahmad defeated Asif 

Ahmad, Hashim Aslam defeat-
ed Shah Abbas, Furqan Nazir 
defeated Aqib Zahoor, Arsalan 
Mehraj defeated Shadab Mir, 
Ajaz Maqsood defeated Ubair

SENIOR WOMEN:
Mehak nabi defeated Sa-

breena, Asra defeated Sayeena 
Yousuf, Adfar Imtiyaz defeated 

Sawlat Nazir, Minha defeated 
Kazima, Anzalna defeated Me-
handi.

JUNIOR BOYS:
Zaid Bin Ajaz defeated Nu-

man, Salman defeated Afaan, 
Saleem Jan defeated  nair Abrar, 
Monik Singh defeated Sheikh 
Zahran.

SUB JUNIOR BOYS:
Mohammda tabib defeated 

Hammad, Mohammad Tahoor 
defeated Rehan Altaf, Sharin-
jeet Singh defeated Mir Muj-
taba, Aman Mushtaq defeated 
Shahid Ajaz.

SUB JUNIOR GIRLS:
Mahnoor defeated Kariha, 

Zehra defeated Adiba, Soliha 
defeated Hibra, Rida defeated 
Urwah.
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Meals on 
the Go...
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WATCH 
Dr Karan Singh, 
Former Sadr-e-Riyasat

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCay2aOqESrK1viRY7TeSE8w

On Kashmir Observer
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With profound grief and sorrow we 
inform the sad demise of Saja Begam, beloved 
mother of Dr G. M. Rather, of Mulfaq Hazratbal 
who left for heavenly abode on  21 Oct 2023 
(Saturday).  May Allah grant  her  highest  place in  
Jannah  (Ameen). 

Congregational fateh khawani will be 
held on Tuesday 24 Oct 2023 at our ancestral grave 
yard near Aastan shrief Mulfaq.

RRaatthheerr  FFaammiillyy
BBeerreeaavveedd

Rather Family
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India Successfully Completes Key Test In ISRO's 
Gaganyaan Mission; Crew Escape Module 
Makes Splashdown, Recovered

Agenceis

India on Saturday success-
fully completed the first 
unmanned test flight in its 

ambitious human space flight 
mission Gaganyaan, less than 
two hours after the launch was 
aborted with just four seconds 
to go for the lift-off.

After some tense moments 
following a system monitor-
ing anomaly and two weather-
related holds, the Indian Space 
Research Organisation(ISRO) 
said scientists simulated an 
abort situation for the Crew 
Escape System (CES) to carry 
the Crew Module(CM) out of the 
test vehicle TV-D1.

The module to test the safety 
of crew in emergency situations 
descended using parachutes for 
a splashdown into the Bay of 
Bengal with planned precision, 
the space agency said.

ISRO chief S Somanath said 
the crew module has been fully 
recovered from the sea and it has 
been brought to Chennai port.

"Eastern Naval Command 
units recovered the Crew 
Module — a path paved by ex-
tensive planning, training of 
Naval divers, formulation of 
Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOP) and joint communica-
tion by combined teams of Navy 
and ISRO," the Indian Navy said 
in a statement in the evening. 
The Navy, on its X handle, also 
shared pictures of its personnel 
recovering the module from the 
waters, about 10 km from the 
coast of Sriharikota.

The successful key test in 
the country's manned space 
programme was greeted with 
cheers at ISRO's Mission Control 
Centre(MCC) at Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota. The 
test essentially involved launch-
ing the empty CM into outer 
space, bringing the module back 
to earth and recovering it from 

the sea after touchdown.
The Test Vehicle mission is 

a significant milestone for the 
overall Gaganyaan programme 
as a nearly complete system was 
integrated for a flight test.

Saturday's flight was the 
first of the two abort mis-
sions planned to test the safety 
mechanisms that will allow the 
Gaganyaan crew to leave the 
spacecraft in an emergency. It 
came close to two months after 
the successful soft landing of 
India's unmanned moon mission 
Chandrayaan-3 on August 23.

"I am very happy to announce 
the successful accomplishment 
of the TV-D1 mission. The pur-
pose of the mission was to dem-
onstrate the crew escape system 
for the Gaganyaan programme 
through a test vehicle demon-
stration in which the vehicle has 
gone up to Mach 1 and above, 
which is the speed of sound and 
initiated an abort condition for 
the CES to function," a beaming 
Somanath said from the MCC. 
Mach 1 is equal to about 1,200 
km per hour.

The crew module is where 

the astronauts will be stationed 
in a pressurised earth-like at-
mospheric condition during the 
Gaganyaan mission. For the 34.9 
metre tall rocket TV-D1, the CM 
was an unpressurised version, 
the ISRO said.

India plans to send up to three 
astronauts into space on a Low 
Earth Orbit of 400 km for three 
days and bring them safely 
back to the Earth as part of the 
Gaganyaan mission likely to be 
launched in 2025.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said the successful launch 
on Saturday takes India a step 
closer to realising its first hu-
man space flight programme.

In a post on X, Modi said, 
"This launch takes us one step 
closer to realising India's first 
human space flight programme, 
Gaganyaan. My best wishes to 
our scientists at ISRO." Officials 
said the entire mission lasted for 
about 20-25 minutes with pre-
cise separation of the CM from 
the rocket which happened 
around 9 minutes after lift-off 
at 10 am. The separation of the 
CM was planned at an altitude 

of 16.9 km from the ground.
Saturday's mission is the first 

of a series of tests of systems 
and procedures by the ISRO with 
the aim to ultimately launch an 
Indian astronaut into space.

Smiles returned to the faces of 
ISRO scientists a couple of hours 
after the planned launch time 
as weather-related issues first 
forced a rescheduling of the lift-
off, from the original 8 am to 8.30 
am and again 15 minutes later. 
Again, just 4 seconds before the 
single-stage liquid propulsion 
rocket was set to soar into the 
skies at 8.45 am, a "hold" sign 
flashed on the screens.

"...after going through the 
nominal liftoff process, there was 
a hold issued by the ground com-
puter which is called the auto-
matic launch sequence computer. 
It detected sort of a non-confor-
mance following the engine to 
continue the thrusting to further 
go," Somanath explained.

"This happened due to a mon-
itoring anomaly in the system. 
So we could identify it very very 
fast and correct it." It took some 
time to refill the gases and once 
that was completed, the team 
went through the proper auto-
matic launch sequence which 
checked the entire health of the 
vehicle, he said. Earlier, after the 
initial 'hold,' Somanath had said 
the vehicle was in good health.

And finally the mission com-
puter and the ground support 
computer authorised the launch 
which allowed the rocket to take 
off at 10 am after a two-hour 
delay.

"I am happy our team could 
understand an anomaly, rec-
tify it and come back as fast. 
Congratulations to everybody. 
It is a big training for every-
body here to prepare for the 
Gaganyaan programme...happy 
that the launch could happen 
within the allocated launch 
window," the ISRO chief said.

Space Is Getting Crowded With Satellites And 
Space Junk. How Do We Avoid Collisions?
Agenceis

Reports this week suggest a 
near-collision between an 
Australian satellite and a sus-

pected Chinese military satellite.
Meanwhile, earlier this month, 

the US government issued the first 
ever space junk fine. The Federal 
Communications Commission 
handed a US$150,000 penalty 
to the DISH Network, a publicly 
traded company providing satel-
lite TV services.

It came as a surprise to many 
in the space industry, as the fine 
didn't relate to any recent de-
bris it was issued for a commu-
nications satellite that has been 
in space for more than 21 years. 

It was EchoStar-7, which failed 
to meet the orbit requirements 
outlined in a previously agreed 
debris mitigation plan.

The EchoStar-7 fine might be a 
US first, but it probably won't be 
the last. We are entering an un-
precedented era of space use and 
can expect the number of active 
satellites in space to increase by 
700% by the end of the decade.

As our local space gets more 
crowded, keeping an eye on 
tens of thousands of satellites 
and bits of space junk will only 
become more important. So re-
searchers have a new field for 
this: space domain awareness.

Three types of orbit, plus junk
Humans have been launching 

satellites into space since 1957 and 
in the past 66 years have become 
rather good at it. There are current-
ly more than 8,700 active satellites 
in various orbits around Earth.

Satellites tend to be in three 
main orbits, and understanding 
these is key to understanding the 
complex nature of space debris.

The most common orbit for 
satellites is low Earth orbit, 
with at least 5,900 active satel-
lites. Objects in low Earth orbit 
tend to reside up to 1,000km 
above Earth's surface and are 
constantly on the move. The 
International Space Station is 
an example of a low Earth orbit 
object, travelling around Earth 
16 times every day.
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Antibiotics For Common 
Childhood Infections No 
Longer Effective: Lancet Study
Agenceis

New Delhi: Drugs to treat com-
mon infections in children and 
babies are no longer effective in 
large parts of the world, including 
India, due to high rates of antibi-
otic resistance, a study has found.

The team led by researchers at 
the University of Sydney in Aus-
tralia found many antibiotics rec-
ommended by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) had less than 
50 per cent effectiveness in treat-
ing childhood infections such as 
pneumonia, sepsis (bloodstream 
infections) and meningitis.

The findings, published in The 
Lancet regional Health-Southeast 
Asia journal, show global guide-
lines on antibiotic use are out-
dated and need updates.

The most seriously affected 
regions are in Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific where thousands of 
unnecessary deaths in children 
resulting from antibiotic resis-
tance occur each year, the re-
searchers said.

The WHO has declared that 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
is one of the top 10 global public 
health threats facing humanity. 
In newborns, an estimated three 
million cases of sepsis occur glob-
ally each year, with up to 570,000 
(5.7 lakh) deaths.

Many of these are due to lack of 
effective antibiotics to treat resis-
tant bacteria.

The study adds to mounting 
evidence that common bacteria 
responsible for sepsis and menin-
gitis in children are often resistant 
to prescribed antibiotics.

The research shows the urgent 
need for global antibiotic guide-
lines to be updated, to reflect the 
rapidly evolving rates of AMR. The 
most recent guidelines from the 

WHO were published in 2013.
The study found that one an-

tibiotic in particular, ceftriaxone, 
was likely to be effective in treat-
ing only one in three cases of 
sepsis or meningitis in newborn 
babies.

Another antibiotic, gentamicin, 
was found likely to be effective in 
treating fewer than half of all sep-
sis and meningitis cases in chil-
dren, according to the researchers.

Gentamicin is commonly pre-
scribed alongside aminopenicil-
lins, which the study showed also 
has low effectiveness in combat-
ing bloodstream infections in ba-
bies and children.

"Antibiotic resistance is rising 
more rapidly than we realize," 
said study lead author Phoebe 
Williams from the University of 
Sydney.

"We urgently need new solu-
tions to stop invasive multidrug-
resistant infections and the 
needless deaths of thousands of 
children each year," Williams said.

The study analysed 6,648 bac-
terial isolates from 11 countries 
across 86 publications to review 
antibiotic susceptibility for com-
mon bacteria causing childhood 

infections.
The data collated largely arose 

from urban tertiary hospital set-
tings with over-representation 
from particular countries, espe-
cially India and China.

Williams said that the best way 
to tackle antibiotic resistance in 
childhood infections is to make 
funding to investigate new anti-
biotic treatments for children and 
newborns a priority.

"Antibiotic clinical focus on 
adults and too often children and 
newborns are left out. That means 

Distance Between Meat 
Shop, Religious Place Must 
Be 150-Metre: Delhi Rule
Agenceis

New Delhi: A condition of a 
minimum distance of 150 me-
tres between a meat shop and a 
religious place is part of a pro-
posed policy for granting new or 
renewed licenses for meat shops, 
which received the approval of 
the MCD House today.

It was among the several pro-
posals that were passed by the 
MCD House amid a ruckus dur-
ing its brief proceedings.

The proposed policy pertains 
to grant of new licenses or re-
newal of licenses for meat shops, 
meat processing units, packag-
ing or storage plants, among 
other such establishments, ac-
cording to the agenda tabled in 
the House today. The proposal 
imposes a condition of a mini-
mum distance of 150 metres be-
tween a meat shop and a temple, 
mosque, gurudwara or other re-
ligious places, according to the 
House proceedings.

Novel antibody may offer 
effective drug treatment 
for breast cancer: Study

Agenceis

Researchers have developed an 
antibody that they say can stop 
an enzyme which helps some 
breast cancers spread.

With further development, 
the antibody developed by re-
searchers at the Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory in the US may 
offer an effective drug treatment 
for breast cancers.

The antibody, described in the 
journal Genes & Development, 
targets an enzyme called PTPRD 
that is overabundant in some 
breast cancers.

PTPRD belongs to a family 
of molecules known as protein 
tyrosine phosphatases (PTPs), 
which help regulate many cel-
lular processes.

They do this by working in 
concert with enzymes called ki-
nases to control how other pro-
teins inside cells behave. Kinases 
add small chemical regulators 
called phosphates to proteins. 
PTPs take them off.

Disruptions in the addition 
or removal of phosphates can 
contribute to inflammation, 
diabetes, and cancer. Some dis-
ruptions can be corrected with 

kinase-blocking drugs, the re-
searchers said.

People have targeted kinases 
for 25, 30 years. It is a multibil-
lion-dollar industry. But many 
challenges remain. In cancer, pa-
tients will respond to these sorts 
of kinase inhibitors and then, 
after a period of time, resistance 
develops," said Professor Nicho-
las Tonks from Cold Spring Har-
bor Laboratory.

Drugs that control PTP activ-
ity could have a major impact on 
human health. However, such 
drugs have been difficult to de-
velop. To stop PTPRD activity, 
Zhe Qian, a graduate student at 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, 
devised a new kind of PTP block-
er. He targeted the enzyme with 
a synthetic antibodya molecule 
that recognises and binds to its 
target in a particular fashion.

PTPRD molecules sit nestled 
in the outer membranes of cells, 
with bits protruding inside and 
out. Qian designed his antibody to 
grab onto two PTPRD molecules 
from outside a cell simultaneously.

The researchers then showed 
that when the antibody binds to 
its target, it draws pairs of PTPRD 
proteins together into an inac-

Indians Can Travel To 
Thailand Without Visa From 
November 10 To May 10

Agenceis

New Delhi: Indians can travel to 
Thailand without a visa from No-
vember 10 to May 10, 2024 as the 
Southeast Asian country looks to 
boost tourism.

India is one of the major tour-
ism sources for Thailand.

Indians can travel to Thailand 

without visa during the period 
from November 10, 2023 to May 
10, 2024. On one entry, a per-
son can stay for up to 30 days, 
Siriges-A-Nong Trirattanasongpol, 
Director of Tourism Authority of 
Thailand at New Delhi Office, told 
Press Trust of India today.

Thailand is looking to boost 
tourism, including from India.


