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S H O R T  T A K E S

Soldier Arrested  
For Killing Wife

A
n Army jawan visiting home 

on leave was arrested for 

allegedly murdering his wife 

in Kathua district of Jammu and 

Kashmir on Saturday, police said.

Sarabjeet Kour was found 

strangulated to death at her 

residence in Kunde Chak Marheen 

Saturday morning, following which a 

case was registered at Rajbagh police 

station, a police official said.

During the course of investigation, 

Kour’s husband Bhopinder Singh was 

taken into custody and confessed to 

his involvement | More on P10

Missing Policeman 
Traced In Srinagar

A 
policeman, who had gone 

missing from his home in 

Duroo area of Sopore, was 

traced in Srinagar and brought 

back to his hometown, officials 

on Saturday said. Quoting an 

official, news agency KNO reported 

Tahir Ahmed Dar had gone missing 

from his home two days ago. He 

said that the cop was traced to 

Srinagar last evening and was 

brought back to his hometown.

“After legal formalities, he will 

be handed over to his family,” he 

said. | More on P10

Minor Girl Drowns 
In Kishanganga

A
n 8-year old girl drowned to 

death in Kishanganga River 

in Neeru village of Gurez in 

north Kashmir’s Bandipora district 

on Saturday afternoon, officials 

said. Quoting an official, news 

agency KNO reported that the girl 

identified as Iqra Bano, daughter 

of Mohammad Jamal Mir of Neeru 

slipped into Kishanganga River near 

his village. He said that soon after 

a rescue operation was launched, 

however, by the time the girl was 

rescued she had died.

“After completing | More on P10

LG Felicitates 
Ehsaas International

T
he Union Territory 

Lieutenant Governor, 

Manoj Sinha on Saturday 

felicitated Ehsaas International 

for its exceptional contributions 

in Jammu and Kashmir.

For its exceptional societal 

contributions, Hakim Mohammad 

Ilyas, General Secretary Ehsaas 

International was honored and 

awarded by Jammu and Kashmir 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 

at an event organized by the Indian 

Minorities Foundation at KICC here 

on Saturday.  | More on P10

Police Arrests Bike 
Lifter In Sopore

P
olice on Saturday claimed to 

have arrested a notorious bike 

lifter and recovered stolen 

motorbikes from his possession in 

Sopore town of North Kashmir’s 

Baramulla district.

The arrest came in the backdrop of 

police station Sopore receiving a 

written complaint on October 4 from 

Firdous Ahmad Bhat of Chinkipora 

stating that some unknown 

person has stolen his bike, a police 

spokesperson said. In this regard, he 

said, a case FIR No. 250/2023 under 

relevant | More on P10

Teacher Suspended 
For Harassing Student

A 
teacher at a government 

school in north Kashmir’s 

Baramulla district has been 

suspended following allegations 

of harassment made by a female 

student. According to an official 

order, a teacher (name withheld) 

stationed at Trikanjan-B Primary 

School in Boniyar zone has been 

suspended with immediate effect 

pending an inquiry.

The order states, “Pending inquiry 

into the matter of a teacher (name 

withheld) RReT GPS Trikanjan-B zone 

Boniyar, the said | More on P10

Good Old Days Back In J&K, Era 
Of Violence; Terrorism Over: LG

‘Administration’s Mission Upliftment Of Marginalised’

BORDER FLARE-UP

India Can't Lower Guard 
Against Pak: Jitendra Singh

Zero Collateral Damage 
In J&K In Last 5 Yrs: DGP

2 Arrested 
For Damaging 
Mosque In Kathua
Press Trust Of India
 
Jammu: Two people were arrest-
ed for allegedly hurting religious 
sentiments by damaging glass 
windows of a mosque in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Kathua district, 
police said on Saturday.

The arrest followed a writ-
ten complaint lodged by the 
mosque's imam Abdul Latief at 
Lakhanpur police station, a po-
lice spokesman said.

He said Latief lodged the 
complaint on Friday that some 
unknown people entered the 
mosque and broke its glass win-
dows and threw a battery and 
inverter in the courtyard.

A case under the relevant sec-
tions of the IPC was registered 
and a special investigation team 
(SIT)  | More on P10

Sonam Lotus, The Beloved Weatherman, 
Bids Farewell To Kashmir's Skies

Gaza Fallout In Kashmir

Police Heightens Vigil On 
Social Media Platforms

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The good old days 
have returned to Jammu and 
Kashmir and the era of violence 
and terrorism is over, the Union 
territory's Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha said here on 
Saturday stressing that it is now 
our collective responsibility to 
ensure peace and prosperity 
continue forever.

He was speaking at a 
Sadbhavana Conference on 
"Sufism and Kashmiriyat: 
An Example of Peace and 
Harmony" organised by the 
Indian Minority Foundation 
(IMF) here.

"Kashmir has been the land 
of Sufism and communal har-
mony where for centuries, the 
spirit of goodwill and brother-
hood has flourished. Kashmir's 
heritage of co-existence is also 
centuries old, but in the last few 
decades, it had become plagued 
by terrorism. But, now Kashmir 
is changing," Sinha said.

It was for the first time after 
the abrogation of Article 370 in 
August 2019 that the leaders of 

all Muslim sects came together 
in large numbers on one plat-
form. They appealed to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
change the image of Jammu and 
Kashmir and open new avenues 
of development.

Religious leaders from various 
Muslim communities, includ-
ing Sunni, Shia, Sufi, Dawoodi 
Bohra, Pasmanda Muslims and 

Gujjar-Bakkarwals, praised the 
prime minister for restoring 
peace and stability in the region 
plagued by militancy during the 
last three decades.

The conference was also at-
tended by scholars, academi-
cians, students, representatives 
of trade and tourism associa-
tions, traders, farmer unions 
and various NGOs.

Sinha said new avenues of 
development have opened up 
in the valley during the last 
four years. The socio-economic 
development of Jammu and 
Kashmir has gained momen-
tum under the visionary leader-
ship of PM Modi.

The Lt Governor said Kashmir 
has witnessed a sea change in 
recent years | More on P10

S
tating that upliftment of the marginalized is the mission of his 
administration, Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha said Saturday 
that today benefits of growth are not provided on the basis of 

caste or community but on the principle of inclusivity to the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Sinha made these remarks while addressing an 
event titled 'Sadbhavana' organised by Indian Minorities Foundation 

(IMF), here on Saturday. In his remarks, the LG lauded the crucial role 
of Indian Minorities Foundation in empowering minorities, promoting 
Sufism and fostering brotherhood, peace and harmony as envisioned by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “Prime Minister gave us a vision 'Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas’. The Government has only one religion-India first, 
one holy book- constitution and one ritual-well being of | More on P10

BSF Protests 
Truce Violation 
With Pak Rangers

T
he Border Security 
Force (BSF) on Satur-
day lodged a strong 

protest with the Pakistan 
Rangers over the recent 
unprovoked firing and 
mortar shelling on forward 
posts and villages along the 
International Border here, of-
ficials said. The cross-border 
shelling by Pakistan Rang-
ers, the first major ceasefire 
violation since 2021, started 
around 8 pm Thursday in the 
Arnia area of R S Pura sector 
and lasted around seven 
hours, leaving a BSF jawan 
and a woman injured.
"A wing commander-
commandant level flag 
meeting was held between 
BSF and Pakistan Rangers 
at BOP (Border Outpost) 
Octroi. BSF delegation 
leader lodged a strong 
protest to Pakistan Rangers 
for unprovoked firing in 
Arnia area in the night 
intervening | More on P10

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu: There is a "sharp 
decline" in cross-border fir-
ing incidents at the Line of 
Control and the International 
Border but recent sporadic fir-
ing incidents prove that India 
can't lower its guard against 
Pakistan, Union minister 
Jitendra Singh said on Friday.

A BSF jawan and a woman 
were injured while several 
houses were damaged in 
cross-border shelling and fir-
ing by Pakistan Rangers, the 
first major ceasefire violation 
since 2021, in Jammu's Arnia 
on Thursday night.

According to the Border 
Security Force (BSF), the unpro-
voked firing by Pakistan con-
tinued till 3 am on Friday and 
was "befittingly responded".

Speaking to reporters in 
Samba, Singh said there is 
a "sharp decline" in cross-
border firing incidents at the 
Line of Control (LoC) and the 
International Border (IB).

"But the sporadic firing 
incidents in the recent days 
and continuing infiltration 
bids across the LoC prove 
that we cannot lower the 

guard against mischief from 
Pakistan and territories un-
der its illegal occupation," he 
said in response to a question 
about Thursday's incident.

The minister of state for 
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) 
said violence in Jammu and 
Kashmir has also come down 
in the last nine years, espe-
cially in the four years since 
Article 370 was revoked in 
August 2019.

He said that India's atti-
tude has changed since Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi took 
charge in 2014.

"First the surgical strikes by 
the Indian | More on P10

IN ADDITION TO THIS, RS 8 LAKH is provided in the form of ex-gratia by the Army Central 
Welfare Fund. State governments also provide an ex-gratia amount as per their provisions. 
This is in addition to the liberalised family pension and regular service benefits." 

Press Trust Of India

Lethpora: The graph of terror in 
Jammu and Kashmir has come 
down in the past five years and 
the union territory has witnessed 
zero collateral damage and no 
law-and-order incidents, police 
chief Dilbag Singh claimed here 
on Saturday.

Singh, who is retiring as 
Director General of Police on 
October 31, made these remarks 
at a function here where the 
second phase of Operational 
Capability Augmentation of Police 
Stations (OCAP) was launched.

Under the second phase, 22 
police stations were provided 
with peace and stability teams 
consisting of 14 highly trained 
personnel, a vehicle with latest 
weaponry and gadgets, and a 

drone unit.
''We are proud of the fact that 

in the last five years, there has 
been zero collateral damage dur-
ing the course of actions. It is a 
matter of immense happiness. 
Law-and- order incidents have 
also come down to zero. By the 
grace of God, there has been zero 
civilian casualty | More on P10

Agencies

Srinagar: Following the Israel-
Hamas conflict, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police here in the 
Union Territory has ramped up 
its vigil on social media plat-
forms to prevent any misuse.

Top authoritative sources 
were quoted by a local news 
agency KNS as saying that the 
police have initiated various 
measures to oversee online 
activities in the region, in-
cluding the tracking of posts, 
comments, and messages that 
may incite violence or spread 
false information.

They have also urged the 
public to report any suspi-
cious or harmful content they 
come across on social media.

However the Police have 
assured that their monitoring 
efforts will | More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In an order that is cer-
tain to trigger a wave of sadness 
across the Kashmir Valley,  the 
administration has transferred 
Sonam Lotus, the Director of 
Meteorological Department 
to take over as the head of 
Meteorological centre in Leh.

Lotus served the Valley for close 
to a decade and performed his job 
almost like a ‘weather God,’ fore-
casting rains and sunshine to the 
point of their actual duration. It 
was almost like he made it happen 
and vanish. And in the process, he 
got a sort of decisive say in how 
Kashmiris planned their days and 

family functions.
Over the years, his name be-

came a part of the household chat-
ter and even banter when weath-
er was discussed. He became 

someone whose daily weather 
bulletins you cited or wanted to 
be read to, before you convinced 
others or yourself about how the 
following day would go.

In time, the name Sonam 
Lotus took on a metaphorical 
meaning: it became a mark of 
authenticity. One could say if a 
prediction has to come true, it 
has to be “Lotus certified.”

Lotus took over when tech-
nology had advanced and peo-
ple were still fed with archaic 
weather reports by the local 
Doordarshan Kendra, Srinagar. 
He ushered in a new era of me-
teorological forecasting, bring-
ing modern tools | More on P10

Power Crisis Hits Transformer 
Repairing Services In Kashmir
Agencies

Srinagar: The ongoing power 
crisis in Kashmir has had its cas-
cading effect on the repair and 
maintenance of the transform-
ers, an essential component for 
the power distribution system.

The valley is grappling with 
poor electricity supply, which has 
brought every sector to its toes.

With domestic consumers 
subjected to the major hours 
without electricity supply, com-
mercial connections too rue the 
erratic supply of power.

This is happening despite the 
electricity department issuing 
its curtailment schedule for the 
winter season.

The transformer repairing 
firms said their losses have ac-
cumulated to more than 50 per 
cent this season due to the lack 
of proper electricity.

“The power supply is very 
poor which has | More on P10

LAL CHOWK’S CLOCK TOWER has emerged as a popular hangout for locals and tourists after its renovation under the Srinagar Smart 

City Project. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Before The Hon’ble Court Of 
Munsif At Pampore.

In The Case of;
Mst Saleema Bano
D/o Ab Ahad Bhat W/o Assadullah Wani
Resident of Khrew, Tehsil; Pampore.

(Caveator/Applicant)
V/S

Public at large.
(Non-applicants)

In the matter of:
Caveat application in terms of section 148-A of C.P.C on
behalf of Caveator.
May it please your Honour:
The application is most humbly submitted as undcr:-
1. That the Applicant/Caveator is the lawful owner and in 
possession of land measuring 14 Marla, falling under survey 
no. 2511-Min. Khata No.1477 and Khewat No.1373 Situated at 
Khrew, Pampore and on the said land the applicant intends to 
raise the construction of her residential house over which she 
has laid down the building material in order to construct the 
residential house.
2. That the npplicanl/cavcator has an apprehension that some 
unknown persons will approach this Hon’ble court with a false 
and frivolous suit and will get an order in their favour in ex-
Partee against the caveator, and in ease of such eventuality, no 
orders may kindly be passed in ex-Partec against the caveator 
without providing the caveator an opportunity to be heard.
3. That before passing any kind of order/relief in favour of the 
nonapplicants on any suit or application, the caveator be given 
a reasonable opportunity of being heard, otherwise the cave-
ator shall have to face great irreparable loss, injury and incon-
venience.
4. That an affidavit duly sworn by the caveator is enclosed 
herewith.
Prayer.-
ln the premises it is therefore prayed that this hon’ble Court 
may be pleased to provide an opportunity to the caveator of 
being heard before passing/granting any kind of relief/order 
in favour of the non-applicants with regard to the above said 
subject matter, in the interests of justice and law.
fko Caveator

fko

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly 
written in my passport 
as Nisar Ahmad while 
my correct name is Nisar 
Ahmad Bhat  which needs 
to be corrected. If anybody 
having any objection in this 
regard he/she may file his/
her objection  in the office 
of the Regional Passport 
Office Srinagar within a 
period  of seven days from 
the date of publication 
of this notice. After that 
no objection shall  be 
entertained.

Nisar Ahmad Bhat
S/o Mohad Asgar Bhat
R/o Magam bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly written in my passport as Fatima Begum  
while my correct name is Fatima which needs to be corrected. If 
anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection  in the office of the Regional Passport Office Srinagar 
within a period  of seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. After that no objection shall  be entertained.
Fatima
W/o Nisar Ahmad Bhat
R/o Magam bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE
The address on my passport has been wrongly written as  
Nagam whil the correct address is Magam which needs to be 
corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objection  in the office of the Regional Passport 
Office Srinagar within a period  of seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall  be 
entertained.
Qurat-ul-Ain
D/o Nisar Ahmad Bhat
R/o Magam bmg

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION 

NEW CAMPUS, BEMINA SRINAGAR 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
 

 

 

 

I have passed/appeared in SSE/HSE-I/HSE-II (Class 
10th/11th/12th) under Roll No. 737412 Session: March-April   
Year: 1995 through the Jammu & Kashmir Board of School 
Education. The error committed by the 
School/Parent/Board against my caste as Wagay instead of 
Gavgojri. 

Now I have applied for correction/rectification of 
error in the Jammu & Kashmir Board of School Education, 
New Campus Bemina, Srinagar. If any person has any 
objection in this regard may file the same in the office of 
the Deputy Secretary, Certificates-KD within seven days 
from the date of publication of this notice, after the expiry 
of said period, no objection will be entertained. 

This is published for the information of the general 
public.  

The correct particulars be recorded as under: 

Name: Gh Mohd Gavgojri 

Father’s Name: Mohd Sideeq Gavgojri 

Mother’s Name: Sundari Bano 

Date of Birth: 11-03-1975 

Residence: Tral-i-Payeen, Tral (Pulwama) 

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL 
EDUCATION NEW CAMPUS, BEMINA SRINAGAR

inf

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSIONER, BARAMULLA

Subject: Engagement of Aspirational  Block -AB Fellow.

Advertisement Notification No..01 .DDCB of 2023 

Dated : 25/10/2023

Applications are invited for engagement of Aspirational Block -AB Fellow, on contractual basis for a 
period of 01 year to work in Block Singapore of District Baramulla.

The application forms completed in all respects can also be mailed at jdpbaramulla@amail.com 
from 27/10/2023 to 15/11/2023.
Selection Process: The selection shall be based on:
i. Weightage to Academic Merit in minimum eligible qualification (i.e Post-Graduation) on pro-rata 
basis : 80 Points
ii. Viva-Voce : 20 Points
iii. The short listed candidates (@ 1:5 ratio) will be called for viva-voce after the scrutiny of 
application forms.
Tenure of AB Fellows: The tenure of Aspirational Block Fellow will initially for a span of one year. 
The program allows for one-year extension of the fellowship, contingent upon the fellow's satis-
factory performance and demonstration of contributions to the programme's objective.
Role of Responsibilities of Aspirational Blocks Fellow:
The Aspirational Blocks Fellows will be positioned as a critical link between the Block level Officials 
and NITI Aayog. Their primary responsibilities will include:
1. Will assist the District and Block administration in implementation of Aspirational Block Pro-
grame.
2. Collaborating with Block level Officials to design and execute development strategies aligned 
with ABP thematic areas.
3. Conducting regular field visits to assess project implementation address challenges and col-
lect ground-level insights to ensure that the interventions are response to people's needs and 
demands.
4. Analyzing data and providing evidence-based recommendations to District Level Officials to 
optimize developmental initiatives.
5. Organizing workshops, awareness campaigns, and skill building programs to empower the local 
community.
6. Keeping States and NITI Aayog abreast with the issues, challenges and need for support.
7. Help in the documentation of good governance practices.
8. Use the ABP portal to assess the performance of the Block and communicate to all the Block 
level Officials.
9. To attend all the training programmes conduct by NITI Aayog State Government or District.
10. To send reports at regular intervals to the Deputy Commissioner / Joint Director Planning Office /Block Devel-
opment officer/State Nodal officer/NITI Aayog regarding the performance of the Block.
11. To work under the overall guidance of the Deputy Commissioner /Joint Director Planning /District level imple-
mentation and monitoring committee.
Conditions
1. The selection of the post is purely based on merit.
2. This recruitment is purely on contract basis The applicants can't have any right to claim for continuance in the 
post and the selected candidates can be terminated from contract without giving any notice, even in the middle 
of the contract period.
3. The Deputy Commissioner Baramulla reserves the right to cancel this notification, without any prior notice or 
intimation to the applicant, which can't be challenged in any court.
4. The applicant shall provide all the requisite original documents at the time of certificates/documents verifica-
tion in the selection process.
5. The engaged person does not have the right to claim any TA, DA, or any other allowances, applicable to the 
Government Staff.
6. The engaged person does not have any right to claim for regularization of their 
services.
7. The decision of the Interview Board in selecting the Fellow will be final.
8. The Deputy Commissioner Baramulla has the full authority to cancel the deployment of 
personnel on any ground, which is against the spirit of the Aspirational Block Program guidelines issued by the 
Government of India.
9. No applications shall be entertained after the last date.
10. The ABP Fellow engaged have to reside in the respective block area

Joint Director planning baramulla  
No: DDCB/2023/7658-63   
DATED: 28-10-2023

APPLICATION FORM
Deployment of Aspiration Block Programme (ABP) Fellow on Contractual Basis
1. Name of Applicant (IN BLOCK LETTERS)    
2. Father/ Guardian    
3. Gender (M/F/Other)    
4. Date of Birth (As per BOSE Certificate)    
5. Age as on 01/10/2023    
6. Nationality    
7. Permanent Address    
8. Present Address    
9. Contact No.    
10. Email Address    
11. Academic Qualification    

Name of the Examination 
Passed

Subject/  
Course

Board/ 
University

Year of Pass-
ing

%age of marks 
or CGPA or Grade

10th or Matriculation
12th or Intermediate
Graduation
Post-Graduation

Any other    

12. Experience in relevant field in any Private or Government Departments with evidence
Organization Place of Posting Designation Experience Achievements

    
Declaration
I...............................................................................an Applicant of Aspirational Block Fellow
Son/ Daughter/ Wife of...................................................................do hereby confirm that
the information furnished above is true arid correct to the best of my knowledge and agree to the terms and 
conditions of the notification.
Place : Signature of Applicant
Date:
Certificates Enclosures in Xerox (Attested)
1. Qualification certificates
2. DOB Certificate
3. Experience Certificate if any

DIPK-11155/23
DATED: 28-10-2023

Latest 
Passport 

Photograph 
duly attested 
by Gazetted 

Officer

Affan

Affan

Scholarships This Week
Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents 
scholarships available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir.
Scholarship Name 1:   Kotak Life Insurance 
Scholarship Program 2023-24

Description:  An initiative by Kotak Life 
Insurance Company Ltd. to provide financial 
assistance to students from Tamil Nadu and 
Maharashtra to help them pursue their under-
graduate studies in commerce stream.

Eligibility:       Open for students who are 
residents of Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra.

Applicants must be enrolled in the first-year 
of B.Com. program at any of the specified col-
leges in Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. The list of 
colleges is given below -

A. Veeriya Memorial Sri Pushpam College 
(Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu)

Nadar Mahajana Sangam S. Vellaichamy 
Nadar College (Madurai,  Tamil Nadu)

Edayathangudy G.S. Pillay Arts and Science 
College (Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu)

Jai Hind Sindhu Education Trust's Mang-
hanmal Udharam College of Commerce (Pune, 
Maharashtra)

Gokhale Education Society's B.Y.K. (Sinnar) 
College of Commerce (Nashik, Maharashtra)

LRD and SRP College for Women (Nagpur, 
Maharashtra)

Applicants must have scored 65% marks or 
more in Classes 10 and 12.

Applicants must have passed Class 12 in the 
year 2022–2023.

Applicant’s annual family income must be 
�3.6 lakhs or less.

Prizes & Rewards:  Up to �30,000 per year
Last Date to Apply: 17-12-2023

Application mode: Online applications only
Short Url:        www.b4s.in/observer/KLISP1

Scholarship Name 2:   L'Oréal BOOST 2023

Description:  L'Oréal India invites applica-
tions from students in their final and pre-final 
years of diploma, undergraduate and postgradu-
ate programs.

Eligibility:       Must be studying in the final 
or pre-final years* of  ITI diploma, vocational 
course, under-graduation, and post-graduation 
program* at any recognised college or university 
within India

Or must have been employed following their 
graduation or post graduation from a college or 
university that is not included on the NIRF List. 
Such candidates ought to have no more than 5 
years** of work experience.

Must be within the age group of 18–30 years
The family income of the applicant must be 

less than INR 8 Lakh (from all sources)
*Final or second-last year of the course, 

depending on the duration of the course. Click 
on the short source URL for more details.

**If the applicant has worked before or 
during the course of their graduation or post-
graduation, their work experience must not 
exceed 5 years.

Prizes & Rewards:      Opportunity to partici-
pate in elaborate online upskilling webinars to 
be conducted by industry experts.

A three-month free-of-cost unlimited access 
to 34 courses on Coursera, a learning platform 
with more than 5,800 courses, professional 

certificates, and degrees from universities and 
companies all around the world.

Exclusive one-to-one mentorship sessions 
from leading professionals at L'Oréal India
Click on the short source URL for more details

Last Date to Apply: 15-12-2023
Application mode: Online applications only
Short Url: www.b4s.in/observer/LEAD2

Scholarship Name 3:   DXC Progressing Minds 
Scholarship Program 2023-24

Description: DXC Progressing Minds Schol-
arship Program 2023-24 aims to support the 
educational/sports expenses of students who 
belong to marginalised groups.

Eligibility:       Girls and transgender stu-
dents pursuing graduation any year in STEM-
related fields are eligible.

Female sportspersons aged between 13 to 
25 years and who have represented the state/
country at the state/national/international level 
in the last 2/3 years can also apply.

For students pursuing graduation, they must 
have obtained a minimum of 60% marks in their 
previous class/semester.

Applicants’ annual family income must be 
less than or equal to �4,00,000 (�5,00,000 for 
sportspersons).

Prizes & Rewards: For Graduation in STEM - 
�50,000

For Sportspersons - �1,25,000
Last Date to Apply: 31-10-2023
Application mode: Online applications only
Short Url:        www.b4s.in/observer/DXCS2

8,000 Steps 
Daily May Help 
Cut Your Risk Of 
Premature Death

IANS

W
ant to reduce 
your risk of 
dying early? 
Taking 8,000 

steps, equivalent to walking 
approximately 6.4 km a 
day, can help, according 
to the study that provides 
the first scientific proof for 
optimal number of steps to 
be taken daily.

The new study, pub-
lished in the Journal of the 
American College of Cardiol-
ogy, identifies for the first 
time the optimal number of 
steps at which most people 
obtain the greatest benefits, 
and also shows that the pace 
at which you walk provides 
additional benefits.

"Traditionally, many 
people thought that you 
had to reach about 10,000 
steps a day to obtain health 
benefits – an idea that 
came out of Japan in the 
1960s but had no basis in 
science," said lead author 
Francisco B. Ortega, Profes-
sor at the University of 
Granada's (UGR) Depart-
ment of Physical Education 
and Sports in Spain.

"We've shown for the 
first time that the more 
steps you take, the bet-
ter, and that there is no 
excessive number of steps 
that has been proven to be 
harmful to health," said 
Ortega, who also points out 
that reaching 7,000-9,000 
steps a day is a sensible 
health goal for most people.

The researchers 
conducted a system-
atic literature review and 
meta-analysis of data from 
twelve international stud-
ies involving more than 
1,10,000 participants.

The results of this study 
are in line with other recent 
studies, which show that 
health benefits are obtained 
at less than 10,000 steps.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5 :25

ZUHR 12:15

ASR 4: 04

Magrib 5:45

ISHA 7: 07

•	 539 BC- King Cyrus "the Great" of Persia marches into 
Babylon, freeing Jewish captives and allowing them to 
return home

•	 1268- Conradin, the last legitimate male heir of the 
German Hohenstaufen dynasty of Kings and Holy 
Roman Emperors, is executed with Frederick I, Margrave 
of Baden by Charles I of Sicily

•	 1390- First trial for witchcraft in Paris
•	 1467- Battle of Brusthem: Charles the Bold defeats Liege
•	 1508- Gelderse troops occupies Kuinre
•	 1552- Tsar Ivan IV returns to Moscow after conquering 

the Khanate of Kazan in the Siege of Kazan
•	 1591- Giovanni A Facchinetti elected as Pope Innocentius IX
•	 1618- English adventurer, writer and courtier Walter 

Raleigh is beheaded for allegedly conspiring against 
King James I of England

•	 1665- Battle of Mbwila [Ambuila]: Portuguese defeat 
forces of the Kingdom of Kongo and decapitate King 
Antonio I of Kongo / Nvita a Nkanga

•	 1675- Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz makes the first use of 
the long s, ∫, for integral, helping discover integral and 
differential calculus

•	 17090 England & Netherlands sign anti-French 
"Barrieretraktaat"

•	 1794- French troops occupy Venlo (modern south east 
Netherlands)

•	 1859  - Spain declares war on Morocco
•	 1914  - Turkish warships storm Black Sea
•	 1923 - Turkey declares independence (successor state to 

Ottoman Empire)
•	 1923  - Mustafa Kemal officially confirms Turkey as a 

republic (Türkiye Cumhuriyeti), now commemorated 
annually as the Republic Day of Turkey

•	 1945  - First ballpoint pen goes on sale, manufactured 
by Biro

•	 1947  - Belgium, Luxembourg & Netherlands form 
Benelux Union

•	 1947 Trial of art forger Han van Meegeren begins in 
Amsterdam

•	 1948  - Israeli forces liberate Meron & Gush-Halev
•	 1948  - Safsaf massacre, Israeli defence forces attack 

Palestinian village of Safsaf in the Galilee
•	 1954 -  Colonel Nasser disbands Muslim Brotherhood
•	 1956  - International zone of Tangier returns to Morocco
•	 1956 -  Israeli paratroopers drop into Sinai to open 

Straits of Tiran
•	 1964 -  The United Republic of Tanganyika & Zanzibar 

renamed The United Republic of Tanzania
•	 1966  - Lunar Orbiter 1 crashes on moon: 6.7°N 162°E
•	 1966  - National Organization of Women founded
•	 1997 - Iraq’s Revolution Command Council announces 

that it will no longer allow US citizens and US aircraft to 
serve with UN arms inspection teams

•	 1998 -  Space Shuttle Discovery blasts off on STS-95 
with 77-year old John Glenn on board, making him the 
oldest person to go into space.

•	 2004 Arabic news network, Al Jazeera broadcasts an 
excerpt from a video of Osama bin Laden in which the 
militant leader first admits direct responsibility for the 
September 11, 2001 attacks and references the 2004 
U.S. presidential election

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
13 Rabi-Ul-Sani 

1445

From KO Archives

6 Of Family 
Hammered To Death 
Observer News Service 

J
AMMU: In a gruesome massacre, six members of a 

Bihari family, including four children, were done to 

death. Police said unidentified ‘miscreants’ used ham-

mers to kill the labourer’s family in their shop-cum-res-

idence at Chapper Morh village in Kathua district in Jammu 

division yesterday. 

The couple with their four children, hailing from Raipur 

district of Madhya Pradesh, were living in the village for last 

couple of years, police said. 

The crime was allegedly committed by a group of people 

having rivalry with the couple, police said, adding a blood 

stained hammer was recovered from the scene. Police has 

rounded up seven suspects and investigation were continuing. 

 (Kashmir Observer, October 29, 2000)

Peer Dastgeer Sahab (RA) shrine in Khanyar area of old city illuminated with colorful lights and buntings 
on the annual Urs of the 11th century Sufi Saint. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

BSC Nursing Students 
Protest Inordinate Delay 
In BOPEE Counseling

Government of Jammu and Kashmir 

Office Of The Chief Education Officer Budgam
landline no 01951-256722   fax 01951-256722  |  Email  : ceobudgam@gmail.com

Subject: - Final seniority list of Lib. Assistants for their promotion to next cadre.

NOTIFICATION
*****

Whereas, vide this office reference No. CEOB/NT/2023/24724-25 dated 16/10/2023, the tentative updated seniority lists of Lib. Assistants (District cadre Budgam), was kept available on the official 
website of this office (ceobudgam.in) / CEO Budgam Official WhatsApp group for inviting objections, if any, from the concerned.
Whereas, the Final seniority list of Lib. Assistants (District Cadre Budgam), as Annexure to this notification, is placed on the official website of this office (ceobudgam.in) / CEO Budgam Official Whatsapp 
group.
Therefore the objections / grievances if any be made known to this office alongwith documentary evidence within five days, from the date of publication of this notification. No claim whatsoever will be 
entertained after cut-off date and no farther publication will be made in this regard and the list shall be treated as final for the further course of action.

No: CEOB/NT/2023/ 2656878    DIPK-11122/23    Dated: 28-10-2023  Chief Education  officer Budgam

KU's Institute Of Technology 
Awarded '5G Use Case Lab'
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a significant develop-
ment for the advancement of tele-
communications and technology in 
India, the Institute of Technology 
(IoT), Kashmir University (KU) has 
been awarded the prestigious '5G 
Use Case Lab.'

This was announced during the 
inaugural session of the Indian Mo-
bile Congress 2023 (IMC-23) hosted 
by IoT's Centre for Innovation, In-
cubation, and Entrepreneurship 
(CIIE) at the varsity's Education-
al Multimedia Research Centre 
(EMRC) auditorium.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the 7th Edition of the 
India Mobile Congress (IMC-23) with 
the theme 'Global Digital Innovation' 
at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi.

The initiative aims to bolster In-
dia's standing as a developer, manu-
facturer and exporter of cutting-
edge technologies, a statement said.

During the ceremony, the 
Prime Minister awarded 100 '5G 
Use Case Labs' to educational insti-
tutions across India, including the 

Institute of Technology, Kashmir 
University. The value of each lab is 
set at one crore Indian rupees.

The '100 5G labs initiative' rep-
resents a significant step towards 
realizing the potential of 5G tech-
nology by encouraging the develop-
ment of applications that address 
both India's unique requirements 
and global demands.

This visionary initiative will 
stimulate innovation across vari-
ous sectors, such as education, ag-
riculture, health, power, transpor-
tation and more, propelling India 
to the forefront of 5G Technology 
utilization. It is also a crucial stride 
towards establishing a 6G-ready 
academic and start-up ecosystem 
across India.

Dean Academic Affairs, KU, 
Prof Farooq A Masoodi; Dean Re-
search, KU, Prof Irshad A Naw-
choo; Dean College Development, 
KU, Prof Khursheed Ahmad Bhat; 
Director, IoT, KU, Prof Gowhar Ba-
sheer Vakil (Virtual mode); Head, 
Department of Electronics, KU, 
Prof Tariq Ahmad Banday attended 
the inaugural function.

Moreover, faculty members 
from the Engineering and Science 
departments besides senior officers 
from BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Limited) and the Department of 
Electronics, Government of India 
were also present.

Students from various depart-
ments, including Computer Sci-
ence and Electronics, as well as 
students from the Kashmir Uni-
versity Model School also partici-
pated in the event.

Assistant Director General 
(ADG), Department of Telecommu-
nication, Jammu, Chetan Sharma 
and Coordinator, CIIE, Dr Bilal Ah-
mad Malik coordinated the virtual 
inaugural session at EMMRC

Prof Nilofer Khan Vice-Chan-
cellor University of Kashmir laud-
ed the efforts of IOT for this recog-
nition which marks a momentous 
achievement for Kashmir Univer-
sity, showcasing its commitment 
to innovation and technological 
advancement in the realm of 5G 
technologies. She congratulated the 
team of IOT at this recognition.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Students of 
BSC nursing staged a 
protest here against in-
ordinate delay in coun-
seling by BOPEE.

The students, hold-
ing placards in their 
hands, raised slogans 
against the administra-
tion, demanding justice.

While speaking to 
the media, the aggrieved 
students said that JK 
BOPEE is not conduct-
ing their second round 
of counseling. “We are 
uncertain why BOPEE is 
not conducting the coun-
seling and why they don't 
allow access to private or 
government colleges.”

“The BOPEE au-
thorities compelled us 
to protest today, as the 
selection list that was 
released shows that 
some of us were select-

ed, while others didn't 
secure a spot in colleg-
es in the first round of 
counseling,” said one of 
the students.

He said the previous 
notification clearly men-
tioned that the CDP cate-
gory seats have not been 
filled yet, and a second 
round is necessary.

When they visited 
the BOPEE office, they 
told us to request an ex-
tension from INC, and 
the INC stated that they 
cannot take any action 
until the paramedical 
council contacts them.

“We have nearly 1500 
vacant seats, and we don't 
know where these seats 
are going, as we are feel-
ing frustrated and don't 
understand what's hap-
pening, while we are re-
questing the authorities 
do something in this re-
gard,” the students added.

Joint Director Information 
Flags Off IEC Van On UT 
Celebration Day
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Joint 
Director Information, 
Kashmir Mohammad 
Aslam today flagged off 
Information, Education 
& Communication (IEC) 
Van to celebrate UT 
Foundation Day by creat-
ing awareness among the 
general public regarding 
the developmental prog-
ress and dynamic trans-
formation of J&K dur-
ing the last four years of 
Union Territory.

Deputy Director In-
formation & PR, Bilal 
Ahmad Dar; Culture Offi-
cer, Burhan Hussain and 
other officers were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, JD stated that 
a team of officials will 
highlight progress of UT 
Administration in dif-
ferent areas which has 

transformed the lives of 
people. Besides, he said, 
they will also create 
awareness about the ma-
jor beneficiary schemes 
being implemented by 
different departments.

He said that with the 
flag-off of IEC Van, the 
Information Department 
intends to educate the 
general public about vari-
ous achievements of the 
UT Administration since 
the inception of the Union 
Territory which saw a 
new dawn of develop-
ment, peace and progress.

Joint Director Informa-
tion added that the depart-
ment has organized a series 
of programs to celebrate UT 
Foundation Day through 
cultural events in the city 
during which prominent 
artists presented bouquets 
of theme based perfor-
mances of Badalta Jammu 
and Kashmir.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT) 

PHE DIVISION BARAMULLA
Email: kmrphebla@gmail.com (FAX) 01952234575 (Tel) 01952234244

C O R R I G E N D U M
Ref:	 This	office	E-NIT	No	49	of	10/2023	dated	20/10/2023
Due to technical error, the bid document uploaded earlier with eNIT 49 of this office, may be treated 
as null and void and the instant bid document appended with this corrigendum may be followed by 
the bidders while participating in bidding process. The earlier uploaded bidding document as such 

bears no relevance and instant bid document appended with this corrigendum may be followed and 
accepted and followed in letter and sprit. Some important dates are tabulated below.

S. No. Particulars Dates
1. Pre bid meeting 30-10-2023
2. Last date for online submission of bids 06-11-2023 : 4.00 Pm
3. Date of online opening of tender 06-11-2023 : 6.00 Pm

 No: PHE/Bla/CC/8132-8154  Sd/-

Date:-27-10-2023  Executive Engineer, 

DIPK-11165-23 Jal Shakti, (PHE) Department 

DT: 28/10/2023 Division Baramulla.

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR FOREST 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(NORTH CIRCLE SOPORE)

AUCTION CALENDAR

The General Public & timber traders are hereby informed that Forest Development Corporation is going to conduct the table auction 

of un-sold timber stocks of Deodar/Kail/Fir Species on "as it is where it is basis and in whatsoever from it is" basis lying in different 

CTSD's of Baramulla, Zangli & Ganderbal Division of North Circle Sopore as per below given scheduler-

S.No Name of Division Volume put to auction (in efts) Date Day Venue Remarks
01 Baramulla 4340

01-11-2023 Wednesday
J&K Forest Develop-

ment Corporation Circle 
Office Ashpeer Sopore

Reduction
02 Zangli 1350
03 Ganderbal 10208

Total 15898

Note:- The Auction will start at 11.00 AM Sharp.
1. To be eligible for participation in the auction every bidder/purchaser start bidding shall,. Shall have to deposit a photo copy of 

PAN card before the start of bidding.
2. The terms & conditions and rules governing the timber trade and its transportation issued by the Forest Department from time 

to time shall be binding on all the intending bidders/purchasers.

3. The successful Bidders/purchasers shall have to deposit 100% bidding amount on spot in shape of cheque/cash failing which 

offered bid shall deemed to be cancelled and re-auction of same will be started at same time & venue .

4. For further details refer to the General Auction Notice issued by General Manager (S&M)K J&K FDCL vide his office NO.2501-
21/GM/S&M/J/JKFDC Dt.31-03-2022 which shall be available in the office of undersigned on any working day.

The log list with log-wise details are available in concerned Range Managers Sales & Divisional Offices. 
No: 1533-47/GMN/FDCL/S  M.A Wani 
Dated:27-10-2023  General Manager (North)

DIPK-NB-3877-23
DT: 28/10/2023

Biden Wants Congress To Promote 
Gaza-Israel War As 'Economic 
Boom' For Weapon Makers: Report

Israel ‘Expanding’ Troops In Gaza, 
Hamas To Counter With ‘Full Force’

India Abstains From UN 
Vote Calling For Immediate 
Truce In Gaza

Israel-Hamas War: List Of 
Key Events, Day 22

Shocked, Ashamed That India 
Abstained From Voting For 
Ceasefire In Gaza: Priyanka Gandhi

Cash-For-Query Row: Lok Sabha Panel 
Asks Mahua Moitra To Appear On Nov 2, 
Says No Further Extension Will Be Granted

Agencies

T
he government of US 
President Joe Biden is 
urging lawmakers from 

the country's two ruling politi-
cal parties to promote financial 
support for Israel's campaign 
of genocide in the Gaza Strip 
“as a potential economic boom 
at home,” according to several 
White House aids and lawmak-
ers who spoke with Politico.

The political push, in par-
ticular, seeks to secure con-
gressional approval for a $106 
billion emergency package 
mainly consisting of military 
aid and arms transfers to Is-
rael, Ukraine, and Taiwan.

“This supplemental re-
quest invests over $50 billion 
in the American defense in-
dustrial base — ensuring our 
military continues to be the 
most ready, capable, and best 
equipped fighting force the 

world has ever seen — and 
expanding production lines, 
strengthening the American 
economy and creating new 
American jobs,” the internal 
document reads, according to 
the DC-based outlet.

The White House talking 
points echo a speech made by 
Biden last week, in which he 
called the US military-industri-
al complex the “arsenal of de-
mocracy” and asserted that fu-
eling multiple wars worldwide 
helps create thousands of jobs.

“You know, just as in World 
War II, today patriotic Ameri-
can workers are building the 
arsenal of democracy and serv-
ing the cause of freedom,” the 
US president stressed. Howev-
er, on Thursday, newly-elected 
US Speaker of the House Mike 
Johnson signaled that the aid 
package would only get con-
gressional approval if officials 
“bifurcate” the proposals for 

Israel and Ukraine.
Biden's intentions fly in the 

face of US public opinion, as 
two-thirds of US voters say 
they support an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza to prevent 
more civilian deaths.

The poll, conducted by 
polling firm Data for Prog-
ress, shows that discontent 
over Israel's ethnic cleansing 
campaign in Gaza is growing 
across the US despite attempts 
by western media and the 
White House to whitewash the 
slew of war crimes committed 
by Tel Aviv since 7 October.

Nonetheless, Washington 
has continued to flood the 
Eastern Mediterranean with 
warships, jets, bombers, and 
troops in anticipation of a 
broader conflict with the Resis-
tance Axis. The massive arms 
buildup comes as the Penta-
gon's yearly budget gets ever 
closer to surpassing $1 trillion.

Agencies

Israeli forces have announced 
that they are “expanding” 

ground activities in northern 
Gaza as the besieged enclave 
faces the largest bombard-
ment of Israeli attacks since 
the start of the war.

Hamas, which governs the 
Gaza Strip, has promised to 
meet attacks with “full force” 
in response to the ground op-
erations overnight, with the 
Israeli army saying that its sol-
diers were still in the field on 
Saturday morning.

Israeli troops, backed by 
tanks, launched brief over-
night incursions into Gaza 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
night, but this third and larg-
est offensive marks an escala-
tion of their ground manoeu-
vres. The bombing completely 
destroyed hundreds of build-
ings and houses overnight, the 
Gaza Civil Defence said.

“We attacked above the 
ground and underground, we 
attacked terror operatives of all 
ranks, everywhere,” Israeli De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant said 
in a video statement on Satur-
day. “The instructions for the 
forces are clear: the operation 
will continue until a new order.”

The ground raids come amid 
heavy air bombardments and 
Israel knocking out commu-
nications in Gaza to create 
a near-blackout of informa-

tion, largely cutting off the 
besieged population of 2.3 
million from contact with the 
outside world.

United Nations officials, 
NGOs and media, including Al 
Jazeera, had difficulty reach-
ing their teams on the ground.

On Saturday morning, Al 
Jazeera’s Hani Mahmoud 
managed to report live from 
Khan Younis in southern Gaza.

He described what Palestin-
ians lived through as “the most 

difficult and bloodiest night 
since the beginning of this war”.

Palestinian health authorities 
say that more than 7,703 Pales-
tinians have been killed since 
October 7, when Israel began its 
aerial bombardment of the Strip. 
This, after Hamas launched an 
attack inside Israel that killed at 
least 1,405 people there.

Describing the events 
that took place overnight, Al 
Jazeera’s Mahmoud said, “It all 
started when the Israeli mili-
tary spokesperson distributed 
a map asserting that al-Shifa 
hospital is the headquarters of 
Hamas leadership … Hamas 
then denied it has any rooms 
underneath the hospital. An 
hour later, Gaza experienced a 
complete blackout.

“At about 7pm local time, a 
major attack by sea and land 
took place, concentrated on 
the northern part of the Gaza 
Strip, around the vicinity of al-
Shifa hospital,” he said.

Amid a near-total 
communication blackout 
in an unprecedented move 
late at night on Friday, 27 
October, Gaza's 2.2 million 
population was subjected 
to intense bombardment 
by Israel.

Press Trust of India

India has abstained in the UN 
General Assembly on a resolu-

tion that called for an immedi-
ate humanitarian truce in the 
Israel-Hamas conflict leading to 
a cessation of hostilities. It also 
called for unhindered humani-
tarian access in the Gaza strip.

Israel has launched a mas-
sive counter-offensive against 
Hamas after unprecedented 
attacks by the militant group 
on October 7 killed more than 
1,400 people.

The 193 members of the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA), 
which met in a resumed 10th 
Emergency Special Session, voted 
on the draft resolution submitted 
by Jordan and co-sponsored by 
more than 40 nations including 
Bangladesh, Maldives, Pakistan, 
Russia and South Africa.

The resolution titled "Protec-
tion of civilians and upholding 
legal and humanitarian obliga-
tions" was overwhelmingly ad-
opted with 120 nations voting 
in its favour, 14 against it and 45 
abstaining. Besides India, coun-
tries that abstained included 
Australia, Canada, Germany, Ja-
pan, Ukraine and the UK.

The Jordanian-drafted reso-
lution did not make any men-
tion of the militant group 
Hamas, with the US expressing 
outrage at the "omission".

Before the general assembly 
voted on the resolution, the 
193-member body considered 
an amendment proposed by 
Canada and co-sponsored by 
the US to the text.

The amendment proposed 
by Canada asked for inserting 
a paragraph in the resolution 
that would state that the gen-
eral assembly unequivocally 
rejects and condemns the ter-
rorist attacks by Hamas that 
took place in Israel starting on 
7 October 2023 and the tak-
ing of hostages, demands the 
safety, well-being and humane 
treatment of the hostages in 
compliance with international 
law, and calls for their immedi-
ate and unconditional release.

India voted in favour of the 
amendment along with 87 
other nations, while 55 mem-
ber states voted against it and 
23 abstained. The draft amend-
ment could not be adopted, 
having failed to obtain a two-
third majority of members 
present and voting.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Congress leader 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Sat-
urday expressed "shock" over 
New Delhi abstaining on a 
United Nations resolution on 
the Israel-Hamas conflict, say-
ing that watching in silence 
thousands of men, women and 
children in Palestine being an-
nihilated goes against every-
thing India has stood for.

India on Friday abstained 
from voting in the UN General 
Assembly on a Jordanian-draft-
ed resolution titled 'Protection 
of civilians and upholding legal 
and humanitarian obligations' 
that called for an immedi-
ate humanitarian truce in the 
Israel-Hamas conflict and un-
hindered humanitarian access 
in the Gaza strip.

The 193-member General 
Assembly adopted the resolu-
tion that called for an imme-
diate, durable and sustained 
humanitarian truce leading to 
a cessation of hostilities.

In a post on X, Priyanka Gan-
dhi quoted Mahatma Gandhi's 
"an eye for an eye makes the 
whole world blind" to drive 
home her point.

"I am shocked and ashamed 
that our country has abstained 
from voting for a ceasefire in 
Gaza," Priyanka Gandhi said.

"Our country was founded 
on the principles of non-vio-
lence and truth, principles for 
which our freedom fighters 
laid down their lives, these 
principles form the basis of the 
constitution that defines our 
nationhood," she said. They 
represent the moral courage of 
India that guided its actions as 
a member of the international 
community, she added.

"To refuse to take a stand and 
watch in silence as every law of 
humanity is pulverized, food, 
water, medical supplies, com-
munication and power is cut 
off to millions of people and 
thousands of men, women and 
children in Palestine are being 
annihilated goes against every-
thing our country has stood for 
throughout its life as a nation," 
Priyanka Gandhi said.

India said terrorism is a "ma-
lignancy" and knows no bor-
ders, nationality or race and 
the world should not buy into 
any justification of terror acts, 
as it abstained on a resolution 
on the Israel-Hamas conflict.

Agencies

Gaza is being subjected to 
the largest bombardment 

of Israeli attacks since the start 
of the war, as Israel’s military is 
“expanding” ground operations 
in the besieged territory.

Israeli warplanes bombed 
150 underground targets in the 
northern Gaza Strip, including 
tunnels, underground combat 
spaces and additional under-
ground infrastructure, Israel’s 
army said on Saturday.

Hamas said its fighters were 
clashing with Israeli troops in 
Gaza’s northeastern town of 
Beit Hanoon and in the central 
area of al-Bureij late on Friday.

Telecommunications services 
are down across Gaza. Pales-
tinian telecom provider, Paltel, 
said the bombardment caused 
“complete disruption” of inter-
net, cellular and landline servic-
es late on Friday. Some satellite 
phones continued to function.

The United Nations General 
Assembly passed a resolution 
calling for an immediate hu-
manitarian truce in Gaza, de-
spite US and Israeli opposition. 
There were 120 votes for; 14 
against; and 45 abstentions.

In New York, hundreds of pro-
testers calling for a ceasefire in 
Gaza forced Grand Central Sta-
tion to close after they took over 
the concourse on Friday night 
as part of an “emergency sit-in” 
organised by anti-war group the 
Jewish Voice for Peace.

HUMAN IMPACT AND FIGHTING:

Gaza’s health ministry said 
on Friday that Israeli strikes 
had killed 7,326 people, more 
than 3,000 of them children.

UN agencies say they are un-

able to contact staff in Gaza 
amid the near-total commu-
nications blackout and call for 
civilians to be protected. The 
UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) said on 
Friday: “In the last 24 hours 14 
additional UNRWA staff were 
killed, bringing the total to 53 
staff killed.”

Deborah Brown, the senior 
technology and human rights 
researcher at Human Rights 
Watch, said: “This information 
blackout risks providing cover 
for mass atrocities and contrib-
uting to impunity for human 
rights violations.”

Amnesty International said 
the lack of communication 
in Gaza “means that it will be 
even more difficult to obtain 
critical information and evi-
dence about human rights vio-
lations and war crimes being 
committed against Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza, and to hear 
directly from those experienc-
ing the violations”.

Save the Children says chil-
dren will “bear the brunt” of 
Israel’s intensified attacks on 
the Gaza Strip. “In the event of 
a full ground incursion, more 
than one million children’s 
lives – nearly half of the 2.3 
million population of Gaza – 
will be on the line.”

Witnesses told an Al Jazeera 
reporter in the Gaza Strip 
that Israel has been bombing 
around the Indonesian Hospi-
tal and al-Shifa Hospital in the 
besieged territory. Hospitals in 
Gaza, including al-Shifa, have 
been sheltering thousands of 
civilians forced to flee their 
homes amid Israel’s continued 
bombardment.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha 
Ethics Committee on Saturday 
asked Trinamool Congress MP 
Mahua Moitra to appear before 
it on November 2 instead of Oc-
tober 31 in the cash-for-query 
case, but asserted no further 
extension would be granted.

Moitra had on Friday writ-
ten to the Ethics Committee, 
which is probing the allegations 
against her, expressing her in-
ability to appear before it on 
October 31, saying she will be 
available only after November 5.

In its response, the LS Lok 
Sabha Ethics Committee ex-
tended the date of appearance 
by three days, asking her to de-
pose before it on November 2.

The committee, however, 
said it will not entertain any re-
quest for further extension.

The panel is probing BJP MP 
Nishikant Dubey’s allegations 
that Moitra accepted bribes and 

favours for asking questions 
in Lok Sabha at the behest of 
businessman Hiranandani. On 
Thursday, Dubey, and advocate 
Jai Anant Dehadrai gave “oral 
evidence” to the panel against 
the Trinamool Congress MP.

Moitra has said she should be 
given “a fair hearing and an ad-
equate opportunity to defend 
myself against the false, mali-
cious and defamatory accusa-
tions levelled against me by 
Shri Dubey and Shri Dehadrai”.
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A GIRL CLICKS A PICTURE of her parents outside the ancient Shankaracharya temple with 
an aerial view of Srinagar,especially Dal Lake in the background.    KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

BORDER FLARE-UP

Injured Woman Relieved 
Her Kids Escaped Unhurt

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: I was feeding my chil-
dren when a mortar shell ex-
ploded with a deafening sound. 
I was hit by splinters but luck-
ily my children escaped un-
hurt,'' Rajni Devi narrated from 
her hospital bed the harrowing 
experience of Pakistani firing at 
Indian villages as she comforted 
her infant son.

Thirty-eight-year-old Devi 
and a BSF jawan were injured 
in the cross-border shelling by 
Pakistan Rangers that started 
around 8 pm Thursday in the 
Arnia area of R S Pura sector 
and lasted around seven hours. 
It was the first major ceasefire 
violation by Pakistan in Arnia in 
more than five years

Devi, a resident of Kashipur, 
received splinter injuries in her 
right arm and is undergoing 
treatment at the Government 
Medical College Hospital in 
Jammu.

''I was feeding my children 
when a shell exploded with a 
deafening sound. I was hit by 
splinters but luckily my children 
escaped unhurt,'' Devi told PTI.

She said the children were 
frightened by the explosion.

''While my eight-year-old 
elder son was dropped at my 
brother's house, the younger 
one, aged one and half, is much 
more attached to me and not 
willing to leave. In fact, he has 
been having fever since the day 
of the incident,'' she said.

Her husband and mother-
in-law are tending to her at 
the hospital and she hopes to 
return home soon as it is the 
harvesting season.

''We faced Pakistani shell-
ing in our village after a gap of 
more than five years, causing 
fear among the local popula-

tion. I have minor children and I 
am very much concerned about 
their safety,'' she said.

Devi's mother-in-law Rani 
said Pakistan began the ceasefire 
violation with small arms firing 
and later started pounding the 
village with mortar shells. ''Life 
for the border villagers has be-
come miserable. We are farmers 
and have no other source of in-
come. If we fail to harvest paddy 
this time around, we will face 
heavy losses,'' she said.

Chief Medical Officer Sony 
Singh said the condition of the 
woman and the BSF jawan was 
stable and they would be dis-
charged soon.

Charge Sheet Filed Against Man 
Accused Of Fraud

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
Police Crime Branch on Satur-
day filed a charge sheet against 
a man for allegedly duping un-
employed youths promising 
them government jobs and 
bank loans, an official said.

A 166-page charge sheet was 
filed against Vicky Dogra, a res-
ident of Bishnah, in a case reg-
istered against him early this 
year, a spokesman of the Crime 
Branch said.

"The accused is a notori-
ous habitual criminal who 

is cheating innocent people, 
particularly the unemployed 
youth with false promises of 
arranging government jobs," 
the spokesman said.

Dogra was booked at the 
complaint of one Parma Nand of 
Hiranagar area of Kathua, who 
alleged that Dogra made to him 
a false promise that he would 
get him a loan of Rs 25 lakh un-
der the Kisan Resource Centre 
Scheme and Rs 15 lakh under a 
scheme meant for NGOs.

He said that in case he fails 
to get these loans sanctioned 
then he would help him get a 

government job against mon-
etary considerations, police 
said.

Prima facie, it was estab-
lished that the allegations 
against Dogra were true and 
case against him was filed, the 
spokesman said.

During investigation, it was 
found that Dogra lured and 
duped several other people 
making similar promises.

The authorities did not re-
veal how much money Dogra 
charged Parma Nand and his 
other victims for facilitating 
these loans that never came.

LG Administration 
Committed To Root Out 
Corruption: CS
Reviews Preparations Of ‘Vigilance Awareness Week' Chairperson DDC 

Ganderbal Call On LG
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Nuzhat Ishfaq, 
Chairperson District Develop-
ment Council (DDC) Ganderbal, 
accompanied by Ishfaq Jabbar, 
former Legislator called on 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha at Raj Bhawan here on 
Saturday, an official spokesper-
son said.

Besides, he said, Saima Jan 
and Anayat Ullah Rather, Mem-
bers District Development 
Council from BK Pora, Budgam 

and Frisal, Kulgam also called 
on the LG and apprised him on 
the developmental issues of 
their respective constituencies.

“The Lt Governor assured 
the PRI representatives of ap-
propriate redressal of the is-
sues and demands put forth by 
them during the interactions,” 
the spokesperson said.

Also, he said that Satya Pal 
Jain, Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral of India and former Mem-
ber of Parliament, called on LG 
at Raj Bhawan today.

J&K ABDM Begins Online 
Booking For OPD Tickets

Over 1000 Govt Schools To Have Sanitary 
Pad Vending, Incinerator Machines

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta on Satur-
day took stock of the prepara-
tions for the upcoming ‘Vigi-
lance Awareness Week’ to be 
celebrated nationally from 
October 31 in presence of Ad-
ministrative Secretaries and 
Deputy Commissioners.

Outstation based officers 
participated through video 
conferencing.

On the occasion Dr Mehta 
maintained that the initiatives 
taken during the past couple of 
years have ensured transpar-
ency and accountability in the 
system. He continued that the 
same has reinforced the trust 
of people in the governance.

He reiterated that the LG 
Administration is fully com-
mitted to provide corruption 
free governance system to its 
citizens and would leave no 
stone unturned in this pursuit. 
He recalled that during the cur-
rent dispensation concerted ef-
forts were made to transfer the 
power in the hands of common 
people from official corridors.

He recalled that the imple-
mentation of measures like 
BEAMS, e-tendering, manda-
tory Administrative Approval 
and Technical Sanction have re-
sulted in establishing financial 
discipline  which has resulted 
in phenomenal increase in the 
number of projects being com-
pleted here. He called it an eye 
opener that from merely 9,229 
projects during 2018-19 to over  
92,560 during 2022-23 with 
nearly same expenditure.

The Chief Secretary re-
marked that IT interventions 
have brought about immense 

transparency where all details 
of projects and services are 
being put in public domain. 
Through RTI and Public Ser-
vices Guarantee Act (PSGA), 
citizens who seek their rights, 
have been empowered, as 
guaranteed under law. The ac-
cessibility of people to project 
their grievances before senior 
functionaries and their timely 
disposals have been greatly fa-
cilitated through IGRAMS and 
JKGRAMS portals.

The Chief Secretary asked 
the Incharge Secretaries to en-
courage the public to avail all 
the services right from their 
homes using digital platforms 
or DigiDost facility for remov-
ing the chances of corruption.

Dr. Mehta further advised 
the Deputy Commissioners to 
fully involve all representatives 
of Urban and Rural Local Bod-
ies in this intensive campaign 
against corruption. He asked 
them to ensure that at the end 
of the week no complaint re-
ceived till date should remain 
unattended and should be re-
solved upto the full satisfaction 
of the citizen complainant.

Earlier, Commissioner/Secre-
tary, GAD, Sanjeev Verma gave 
an overview of the activities 
planned during this week from 
30th October to 5th of Novem-
ber, 2023. He informed about 
the activities and guidelines 
issued by the Central Vigi-
lance Commission regarding 
this week. He made out that 
all employees are going to take 
the integrity pledges during 
this week besides highlighting 
the importance of Public In-
terest Disclosure & Protection 
of Informer Resolution, 2004 
(PIDPI).

UT FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATIONS

Joint Director Information 
Flags Off IEC Van

ROZGAR MELA

Union MoS Distributes Appointment 
Letters To Youth At Jammu

DC Shopian 
Chairs Rogi 
Kalyan Samiti

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, Faz Lul Has-
eeb Saturday convened a meet-
ing of Rogi Kalyan Samiti (RKS) 
meeting here at Mini Secretariat 
to review of District Healthcare 
in Shopian.

The meeting was apprised 
about the requirements of  up-
gradation works and other basic 
amenities in  DH Shopian.

The DC also took stock of the 
healthcare provisions and other 
basic facilities needed in District 
Hospital and directed for provid-
ing better facilities including di-
agnostics, sanitation and hygiene.

The meeting also discussed the 
various initiatives being taken to 
upgrade services including ad-
equate registration counters to ease 
the OPD services, interior works etc.

DC gave instructions to the 
health functionaries for early 
purchase of all equipments nec-
essary for DH to facilitate the pa-
tients coming to the hospital for 
treatment.

He also emphasized for setting 
up of extra registration counters 
to facilitate the patients to get 
their tickets with ease.

DDC, Chairperson, Shopian, 
Bilqees Jan and other concerned 
committee members were present.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Giving a fillip to digital delivery 
of healthcare system, J&K Ayushman Bharat 
Digital Mission (ABDM), has started the pro-
cess of issuance of online OPD tickets.

The OPD ticketing system shall enable the 
patient to book his OPD ticket online from 
their home.

The QR code of the healthcare facility shall be 
required to be scanned for generation of the to-
ken. The token shall be valid for 12 hours within 
which the citizen shall need to physically report 
to the hospital/healthcare facility. A citizen 
cannot apply for the token for more than once 
within 30 minutes of issuance of a token.

This people friendly initiative the citizens of 
J&K have felt a sigh of relief which shall ease 
hardships of waiting in long queues at the hos-
pitals. The process shall be further extended 
towards issuance of digital doctor consultations. 
The QR code of all the healthcare institutions 
shall be available on the official website of Ay-
ushman Bharat Digital Mission, J&K at abdmjk.in.

The National Health Authority is working 
on integrating the UPI Payment Gateways 
within the ABDM Ecosystem to enable the 
citizens to pay the hospital fees/charges, 
wherever applicable online.

The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission ecosys-
tem shall subsequently integrate all the health 
records of the citizen in a vertical health reposi-
tory which shall be governed through a consent 
manager. This will enable storage of health re-
cords of the citizens and sharing the same with 
the health provider through proper consent 
based mechanism. The health data shall not be 
stored with the government but in a federated 

structure to be shared through various platforms 
including government and private healthcare in-
stitutions across the country.

The envisaged digital healthcare delivery 
model shall ensure a paperless, seamless, trans-
parent and accountable healthcare system 
in the country through a network of verified 
healthcare facilities on the Health Facility Reg-
istry (HFR) of the ABDM and verified Healthcare 
Professionals under the Health Professionals 
Registry (HPR). Creation of a 14-digit unique 
health identity ABHA (Ayushman Bharat 
Health Account) shall be necessary to be cre-
ated by the citizens in order to be a part of the 
ABDM ecosystem which will be the first step of 
the citizens towards a digital healthcare journey.

Secretary Health and Medical Education, Bhu-
pinder Kumar, while launching this facility, has reit-
erated that Ayushman Bharat digital health struc-
ture in J&K is anticipated to bring ease to patients 
and their attendants in smooth delivery of health-
care at the healthcare institutions across J&K.

Meanwhile, Additional Mission Director ABDM, 
J&K, Shafqat Khan, stated that the Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Mission has been implemented in 
117 healthcare institutions across the state and 
shall shortly be covering 576 health institutions 
where the required HMIS software (E-Sahaj) 
shall be installed and operations for gathering 
electronic medical records shall be initiated right 
from the Primary Healthcare Center/Health and 
Wellness Centre, to the Tertiary Care Hospital 
levels. Besides, 100 % of government health fa-
cilities have already been registered, 82% of the 
public healthcare professionals, including doctors 
and nurses, have also been registered and the 
process of registering private healthcare facilities 
is going on at a fast pace.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Joint Director 
Information, Kashmir Moham-
mad Aslam on Saturday flagged 
off Information, Education & 
Communication (IEC) Van to 
celebrate UT Foundation Day 
by creating awareness among 
the general public regarding 
the developmental progress 
and dynamic transformation of 
J&K during the last four years of 
Union Territory.

Deputy Director Information 
& PR, Bilal Ahmad Dar; Culture 
Officer, Burhan Hussain and 
other officers were present on 
the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, JD 
stated that a team of officials 
will highlight progress of UT 
Administration in different ar-
eas which has transformed the 

lives of people. Besides, he said, 
they will also create awareness 
about the major beneficiary 
schemes being  implemented 
by different departments.

He said that with the flag-off 
of IEC Van, the Information De-
partment intends to  educate  
general public about various 
achievements of UT Adminis-
tration since the inception of 
Union Territory which saw new 
dawn of development, peace 
and progress.

Joint Director Information 
added that the department 
has orgainsed a series of pro-
grammes to celebrate UT Foun-
dation Day through cultural 
events in the city during which 
prominent artists presented 
bouquet of theme based per-
formances of Badalta Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: In a momentous event 
held at Gulshan Ground, here 
as part of Rozgar Mela held 
across country, Union Minister 
of State for Cooperation and 
Development of North Eastern 
Region, B.L. Verma, distributed 
more than 314 job appoint-
ment letters across various de-
partments to youth of Jammu & 
Kashmir.

Member of Parliament 
(Lok Shaba), Jugal Kishore 
Sharma; Member of Parlia-
ment (Rajya Shaba), Gulam 
Ali Khatana; Chairman, Dis-
trict Development Council, 
Jammu, Bharat Bhushan; JMC 
Mayor, Rajinder Sharma and 
other senior officers of J&K 
Administration were also 
present on the occasion.

This ceremony, hosted at 37 
locations across the country, 
represents a significant stride 
toward realizing the ‘Viksit 

Bharat’ vision, fortifying youth 
empowerment. Notably, Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi vir-
tually addressed Rozgar Mela, 
enhancing employment pros-
pects as 51,000 appointment 
letters were distributed during 
the event, which included 21% 
women, thus bolstering the con-
cept of Women Empowerment.

“Till now, lakhs of youth have 
been given appointment letters 
for government jobs. Today, 
more than 50,000 youth have 
been given government jobs. 
There is some time in Diwali, 
but this occasion is no less than 
Diwali for the families of the 
receivers of 50,000 appoint-
ment letters”, Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi said.

While addressing the gather-
ing, Verma said that today 314 
young individuals in Jammu 
and Kashmir have received 
their appointment letters and 
I extend my warm wishes to 
their families.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In order to break 
the taboos and myths associ-
ated with menstruation, Minis-
try of Education (MoE) has ap-
proved installation of sanitary 
pad vending and incinerator 
machines in more than 1000 
government-run-schools of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Under the centrally sponsored 
scheme Samargra Shiksha, offi-
cials have said that it will start 
Installing and commissioning of 
‘Sanitary Pad Vending Machines 
and Incinerator Machines in 
1025 designated schools of J&K 
approved during previous year 
under Samagra Shiksha.

In an official communique to 
Chief Education Officers (CEO) of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Samagra of-
ficial has said said, “At least 1025 
government schools including 74 
KGBVs and 951 High and Higher 
Secondary schools were approved 
by MoE for Installation of Sanitary 
Pad Vending Machines and In-
cinerator Machines in designated 

schools of J&K approved as spill 
over under Samagra Shiksha.”

The concerned authorities 
will begin installation and 
commissioning of incinerator 
in coming days. As per study in 
India only 12 percent of wom-
en use Sanitary Napkins.

It is observed that 20 per-
cent of girls did not use toilet 
in school during menstruation 
for fear of staining it, and many 
girls had no idea about men-
struation when they started 
with their periods.

Of those who had some idea, 
only 16 percent received any 
information in school.

The concerned officials of 
Samagra Shiksha Jammu and 
Kashmir has accordingly re-
quest the CEOs to instruct the 
Head of the Institutions (Hols) 
of the designated schools to fi-
nalize a suitable position and lo-
cation for mounting the equip-
ment within school premises 
along with availability of 6Amp 
AC socket preferably with unin-
terrupted power supply. (KNO)



A
s India aims to carry forward 
its economic growth agenda 
and transform into a US$5 bil-
lion economy, it is necessary 

that we focus on creating resilient health 
systems that are built upon improve-
ments in preventive and curative care 
measures to help improve productivity.

With India, now the most populous 
nation in the world, the lower to mid-
dle-income country faces multiple in-
frastructural challenges pertaining to 
healthcare and the public health system 
is vulnerable to severe capacity short-
ages as it must tend to a high disease 
burden of communicable, non-commu-
nicable, and reproductive health-related 
diseases. It is therefore imperative that 
due focus be given to enhancing pre-
vention, the first level of healthcare, 
through vaccination, raising awareness 
of its importance, and developing inno-
vative financing mechanisms.

As the adage goes, prevention is bet-
ter than cure. Ergo, vaccination is known 
to be one of the most successful and cost-
effective public health interventions. 
Immunization through vaccination is 
counted as second only to the supply of 
safe drinking water as the most effective 
form of disease prevention. On an annual 
estimate, vaccinations save an estimated 
6 million lives worldwide. Immunization 
helps in the prevention of infectious dis-
eases, while also mitigating the severity 
and long-term side effects of chronic dis-
eases, and helping communities achieve 
herd immunity. From a social perspec-
tive, vaccination can help improve over-
all life expectancy and development op-

portunities to reduce the disease burden 
which allows for a more equitable distri-
bution of healthcare resources across the 
population.

Public Health vaccination programs 
have primarily been aimed at protecting 
children, the most vulnerable and affect-
ed by many Vaccine-Preventable Diseas-
es (VPDs). However, empirical evidence 
suggests that VPDs from direct infection 
or from opportunistic infection due to 
comorbidities severely impact mortal-
ity, disability, and Quality-Adjusted Life 
Years (QALY) of adults. Therefore, it is 
imperative to develop a sustained strat-
egy for immunization for an individual’s 
life course.

India’s Vaccine Preventable Disease Burden

Developing this life-course immuni-
zation strategy becomes difficult. Con-
straints include the scarcity of data on 
the incidence rate of VPDs in the country 
and the vaccination uptake in India. This 
suggests that adult vaccination coverage, 
even among the at-risk population, such 
as healthcare workers, the aging popu-
lation, and the immunocompromised 

segment is negligible. This can largely 
be attributed to the lack of awareness of 
vaccines and their role in preventing cer-
tain VPDs amongst the general popula-
tion and healthcare providers. This high-
lights the need to improve awareness 
of adult vaccinations at an individual 
level, at the level of healthcare profes-
sionals, and the community at large, via 
the involvement of different stakehold-
ers across the government and private 
health sectors.

Leveraging India’s Vaccine Infrastructure

The success India has seen in its 
childhood immunization programs 
needs to be leveraged to ensure we, as a 
nation, achieve success in our life course 
immunization approach. The direct ben-
efits of the childhood vaccination pro-
gram can be seen through the reduction 
of infant and childhood mortality rates 
in India, which has drastically decreased 
in the last four decades, and needs to be 
replicated. This can be aided through 
our improved vaccine supply chain in-
frastructure that has been developing 
due to COVID and delivering over 2.2 bil-

lion vaccinations. India has enhanced its 
production capacities, trained frontline 
workers, deployed over 70,000 vaccina-
tion centres, and created an end-to-end 
digital platform, CoWIN, that can be 
repurposed for all vaccines. India now 
should broaden its Universal Immuniza-
tion Program (UIP) to include other risk 
groups among its adult population.

The Way Forward

As India needs to allocate its re-
sources in the most efficient manner, it 
is imperative that immunization, first 
and foremost, be recognized as an inte-
gral part of healthcare policy planning. 
This will help to raise awareness and es-
tablish clinical guidelines on the usage of 
vaccination as a preventive and disease 
management strategy.

Not all vaccines can be adminis-
tered to the adult population, therefore 
the non-pediatric population needs to be 
divided into various risk cohorts, to en-
sure that the most vulnerable sections of 
the population are covered. This identi-
fication and segmentation of high-risk 
groups can be undertaken on the basis 

of socio-economic and demographic pro-
files and epidemiological disease burden, 
i.e., ageing population or patients suffer-
ing from co-morbidities.

It will be necessary to develop novel 
financing mechanisms to cover the costs 
of vaccines. One suggested method could 
be through its inclusion in government-
funded insurance programs such as Ay-
ushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) that can 
help prevent in-patient incidents and re-
duce the overall health burden. This can 
also be extended to private health insur-
ance policies and group insurance covers 
to support healthy aging and a healthy 
workforce.

Finally, India can scale up its health-
care delivery infrastructures for adult 
vaccines throughout the country through 
the conversion of established anti-rabies 
clinics and yellow fever immunization 
clinics to cover overall immunization.

Reducing India’s healthcare burden 
through inoculation can aid in our health 
and economic agendas. As with other pol-
icy decisions, this will have its own chal-
lenges that can only be solved over time. 
However, with the introduction of a Life 
course Immunization approach, India 
can work towards bringing about a re-
duction in its overall healthcare burden.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kashmir 
Observer. The article was published by 

Financial Express 

...

6Srinagar | Sunday | 29-10-2023

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of  Kashmir Observer LLP  |   Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd  120-Electronic Complex, Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam

Published from:  5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K   |  Editor: Sajjad Haider   |  RNI Registration No: 69503/98   |    Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16  |   Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja   

Switchboard: (0194) 2502327  | +91 1947969705  |   Editorial: (0194) 2502327   | Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

Caste versus Religion

T
he first noticeable rise of the BJP’s 
nationalist politics began in Indian 
politics towards the late eighties 
when the party under the president-

ship of Lal Krishan Advani went from two 
seats in the parliament in 1984 to 85 in 1989. 
That is when it first became a part of the na-
tional government as an alliance partner of 
the coalition government led by Congress 
dissident V P Singh. Advani’s Rath Yatra 
in 1990 further enhanced the party’s politi-
cal profile. A year later, the BJP formed its 
first government in Uttar Pradesh which, 
however, was dismissed following the demo-
lition of Babri Masjid the following year. The 
BJP continued its steady rise though. In 1996, 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee became the first BJP 
Prime Minister and completed the term, the 
first non-Congress PM to do so. 

The BJP seemed to be on a roll. But its 
march was stymied by the parallel rise 
of caste politics, triggered by the Mandal 
Commission report implemented by the V 
P Singh government in 1990. Congress suf-
fered the most by caste politics. The grand 
old party was almost wiped out of key states 
from northern and southern regions of In-
dia, where regional parties championing the 
cause of marginalized groups replaced it. 
The Mandal politics also proved an effective 
counter to the Ram Mandir politics of the 
BJP. The saffron party lost power in states 
including in Uttar Pradesh and  was unable 
to build on its gains at the national level, 
while the regional caste parties thrived. That 
is before Narendra  Modi took over the com-
mand of the party and turned things around 
in 2014. The party’s continuing dominance 
since is being called the Mandir politics 2.0, 
with Mandir now largely symbolizing the ex-
treme variant of the nationalist politics.  And 
while the BJP has enjoyed an unprecedented 
popularity since, the Mandal parties have 

lost their earlier appeal. The landslide victo-
ries of the BJP in two successive Assembly 
elections in Uttar Pradesh testify to this. 

But the demand for the caste census by 
the parties in the INDIA Alliance is bring-
ing Mandal politics back to the foreground. 
And this time, Congress is at the forefront 
championing the cause of social justice.  
Billed as Mandal 2.0, the fresh round of 
caste politics has started with a bang with 
the RJD-JDU coalition releasing the state-
level caste census. The survey found that 
over two-thirds of the state’s population of 
over 130 million belonged to “backward” or 
marginalised communities. This has given 
a headstart to the Nitish Kumar-Tejasvi Ya-
dav alliance in the run up to the next year’s 
parliamentary election.  

It would be interesting to see whether 
this politics will have any renewed reso-
nance in Uttar Pradesh, the state where it es-
sentially emerged in the nineties and reigned 
supreme until Yogi Adityanath’s takeover in 
2017.  With the Bihar government setting the 
precedent by releasing the caste census, the 
UP is unlikely to remain unaffected. Much 
like a polarizing, religion-based politics, the 
pull of the caste politics can be irresistible. 
More so, in a society rife with a deep caste-
based injustice and the consequent resent-
ment and grievance. Also, as against the 
electoral appeal of the religion-based hate, 
much of which is manufactured from an un-
verifiable history, the caste discrimination 
is structural in nature and is responsible 
for the economic marginalization of a sub-
stantial proportion of India’s population. 
This makes Mandal 2.0 a serious challenge 
to Mandir 2.0, as the former has an economic 
dimension that the latter doesn’t. 

Congress has framed the caste politics 
in a catchy slogan, ‘jitni aabadi, utna haq’ 
(share in the government as per one's popula-

tion). It is, in fact, a rehash of the BSP found-
er Kanshi Ram’s famous slogan “Jiski jitni 
sankhya bhaari, uski utni hissedari.”  Top 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi first raised 
the slogan early this year at a rally in Kolar 
during the Karnataka polls which Congress 
won with an overwhelming majority Rahul 
suggested that reservation for SCs and STs 
should be proportionate to their popula-
tion, and demanded removal of the Supreme 
Court-mandated 50% cap on quota. Since 
then, he has been consistently demanding a 
caste census, and has also extended the de-
mand to an OBC quota within the women’s 
reservation recently cleared by Parliament.  
But Congress’ aggressive adoption of the 
caste politics is making the bonafide Mandal 
parties such as Samajwadi Party, RJD, JDU, 
etc uneasy, challenging the unity of the IN-
DIA Alliance. 

That said, it is widely believed that only 
Mandal 2.0 has the potential to break the 
grip of Mandir 2.0 which may have already 
accumulated some anti-incumbency over 
the nine year rule of the BJP. But it won’t be 
easy considering prime minister Narendra 
Modi still seems to command a large pan-
India following, clearly unencumbered by 
any anti-incumbency.  And with the prime 
minister set to inaugurate Ram Mandir in 
January 202, this will be the culmination and 
crowning glory of Mandir 2.0 politics. So, as 
parliamentary polls draw nearer by the day, 
it would be interesting to see the tussle be-
tween caste politics and Hindu majoritarian-
ism unfold and its eventual outcome.  

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 
The author is the Political Editor 

of Kashmir Observer 

Why Immunisation Is Essential 
Got India’s Public Health System

Nikhil George
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ISRAEL PALESTINE CONFLICT

‘I Feel Helpless’: How To Deal With Guilt, 
Anxiety From Graphic Gaza Images

Tamara Abueish

As Israel continues to launch hundreds of airstrikes 
on the Gaza Strip, scenes depicting the scale of de-
struction and casualties are being shared online by 
Gazans on the ground, such as journalists Motaz 
Azaiza and Yara Eid, in hopes of igniting an interna-
tional outcry.

The raids have been relentless, with at least 6,500 
Palestinians killed as of Wednesday, leaving the 
world in shock and grief.

Videos showing toddlers in shock after being 
rescued from beneath the rubble of their destroyed 
buildings and parents sobbing over the bloodied 
bodies of their dead children have been circulating 
widely.

From her home in London, Noha el-Chaarani has 
found herself crying at least three times a day at the 
harrowing pictures coming out of Gaza.

Unable to pry herself away from social media plat-
forms, the young Palestinian woman is one of many 
around the world who have been receiving minute-
by-minute updates on the humanitarian crisis un-
folding in the besieged enclave from miles away.

“I think we have all fallen into some sort of spiral 
of depression where you want to help, but you can’t 
help. It (makes me feel) that humanity is going to fail 
and it’s already failed the Palestinians,” el-Chaarani 
told Al Arabiya English.

‘Compassion fatigue’ and ‘secondhand trauma’

While these platforms play a crucial role in keep-
ing people informed, psychologists have warned that 
people exposed to “secondhand trauma” through re-
peated exposure to graphic images may experience 
what is known as “compassion fatigue.”

Compassion fatigue is a type of secondary trauma 
in which a person can indirectly be traumatized by 
repeated exposure to the trauma of others, Dr. Nayla 
Daou, Clinical Psychologist and Founder of Clear-
Minds Center Dubai, told Al Arabiya English.

Repeated exposure can lead individuals to experi-
ence emotional and physical exhaustion, which can 
be identified as “empathic distress” – when we care 
deeply about others and become distressed from wit-
nessing them going through traumatic experiences.

Speaking to Al Arabiya English, Egyptian national 
Zeina Saleh said she finds herself scrolling on her 
phones for hours trying to stay updated on the news.

“I try my best not to get consumed by the news, 
but it is so hard. It’s so draining. Every night I find 
myself just looking at the news and feeling horrible 
and helpless,” she said.

“Those feelings are not abnormal,” according to 
Daou.

“As humans, we – some more than others – can 
have an innate ability to empathize with others and 
grieve for them,” the clinical psychologist said.

“It is very normal for people who aren’t directly af-
fected by the violence to be feeling helpless and anx-
ious. Witnessing the violence, even through a screen, 
can lead to heightened levels of anxiety and distress.”

According to Dr. Fabian Saarloos, Clinical Psycholo-
gist at German Neuroscience Center, compassion 
fatigue heightens the fight-or-flight system in our 
bodies, leaving a person feeling as if they are on high 
alert.

He explained that this response results in the re-
lease of adrenaline and cortisol, as well as height-
ened breathing and heart rates.

During this state, our brain believes it is in an un-
safe situation and needs to respond accordingly – by 
releasing emotions relevant to survival, such as anxi-
ety, anger, or sadness.

And while those watching the tragic events unfold 
in Gaza through a screen may not be directly affected, 
the brain responds to that secondhand trauma.

Guilt and dissociation

Several people have reported an intense feeling of 
guilt and dissociation as the violence in Gaza esca-

lates.
Guilt results from feeling like we are not adequate-

ly responding to a certain situation, Dr. Saarloos ex-
plained.

As people across the world watch the events un-
fold in Gaza, they may feel distraught about their in-
ability to provide aid to the victims directly.

Despite the discomfort of guilt, it can serve as a 
powerful catalyst for action, pushing individuals to 
contribute positively to their communities and the 
world, the clinical psychologist said.

For some, their difficulties and struggles may also 
seem futile compared to the suffering they are wit-
nessing on the news, Daou said.

She explained that many can feel guilty about hav-
ing their basic needs of safety, shelter, and food when 
they see people losing their homes, their lives, and 
their family members.

Saleh said she is experiencing just that.
“As someone who has severe anxiety, I’m strug-

gling with my day-to-day activities. I feel like all my 
problems and my life is just not important right now. 
It is nothing compared to what is actually happening 
out there. I feel like my problems are so little,” Saleh 
said. “I can’t imagine how people in Gaza are feeling 
if I’m feeling all of this.”

Addressing feelings and emotions

Addressing those feelings can be done in two ways, 
Daou explained.

People must first accept and feel their emotions 
regarding the situation, which can be done by talking 

to a therapist or people within your community.
“As a clinical psychologist, I facilitate the expres-

sion of their grief and sadness over what they are 
witnessing. I also acknowledge and validate all their 
emotions, as these emotions are normal and human,” 
she said.

By feeling and sharing their emotions and, in turn, 
having those emotions validated, people can look for 
feasible ways to help, such as by spreading awareness 
or donating.

“In this way, people go from empathic distress to 
empathic concern,” she said.

Secondly, it is essential for people experiencing 
guilt to recognize that their lives are equally as im-
portant as everyone else’s.

“Even though they have a more safe and comfort-
able life, their life is equally important and is inter-
twined with the lives of others in their circles,” Daou 
said.

For Reem Kerwash, that feeling of guilt has been 
pushing her to watch the disturbing footage circulat-
ing despite finding some scenes difficult to look at.

“I feel a need to force myself to watch the heart-
breaking videos circulating. (I tell myself) ‘don’t look 
away, you are watching it but they are living it.’ I feel 
guilt and despair,” the Egyptian national told Al Ara-
biya English.

According to Saarloos, feeling guilty when watch-
ing others suffer and being unable to help is part 
of being a human. Individuals do not have to force 
themselves to watch graphic videos if they find them 
too disturbing.

However, they must still address the underlying 

feelings of guilt. Otherwise, it will continue to fester, 
he explained.

“It is OK not wanting to watch disturbing images. 
However, the underlying issue is still relevant and 
needs to be responded to,” he said.

“It is not only the image of a father carrying his 
dead child’s remains in a bag that hurts us, but also 
more so the loss of innocent lives and seeing people 
suffer without being directly able to assist or provide 
comfort.”

He added, “We humans are united not only by 
sharing the same emotional capacity, but more so 
by sharing the same human values, and it is exactly 
those that are shaken to our core when witnessing, or 
even just mentally thinking about trauma!”

Coping strategies

Both psychologists offered valuable coping strate-
gies in response to the emotional toll of witnessing 
traumatic events.

Debriefing and reflection are essential and can be 
done by providing a safe space to discuss emotions 
and thoughts with others.

Also, staying connected with others is crucial.
“Debriefing and reflection is important, not on the 

traumatic situation per se, but rather on what it does 
to us, how it makes us feel and think, so that this can 
be comforted, supported, and potentially resolved; as 
we are stronger together than individually,” Saarloos 
said.

He added that self-care strategies such as physi-
cal activity, maintaining physical health, engaging in 
hobbies, and exploring spirituality can strengthen 
one’s self and improve emotional self-regulation.

Limiting our exposure to graphic images and vid-
eos is also essential, Daou added.

According to her, we feel guilty for skipping a vid-
eo because we feel a responsibility as humans to ac-
knowledge the suffering of others and recognize that 
their pain matters.

However, a self-preserving part of us has noticed 
that our nervous system is overwhelmed and cannot 
handle any more distressing input.

“I cannot stress enough that it is very important 
to be attuned to our bodies and respect when we are 
getting distressed or overwhelmed by what we see. 
When we feel this way, taking a break from the news 
is essential,” the founder of ClearMinds Center said.

“Put your devices down, take deep breaths, do things 
that help you calm down and feel balanced. People can 
choose certain parts of their day to catch up on the 
news and avoid constant exposure,” she added.

Some other coping strategies shared by Daou are:

• Limit exposure to distressing videos. Try not to 
have constant exposure to the videos. You can 
also read the news to stay informed, which is 
likely less distressing than videos.

• Pay attention to your body cues of distress 
(heart racing, face flushing, changes in breath-
ing, etc.)

• When you are feeling overwhelmed, engage in 
activities that are calming and grounding for 
you that help re-create a sense of balance.

• Stay connected socially and talk about your feel-
ings that arise from the events.

• Set realistic expectations that you alone cannot 
change the situation. Focus on things you can 
impact in your life, your community.

• Be aware of resources in your community, such 
as counseling services or support groups. For 
example, ClearMinds is running a free support 
group for anyone who is struggling to cope with 
the distressing events.

• Maintain your daily activities and routine that 
can help keep you grounded and help you cope 
with your distressing emotions.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer. The article was origi-

nally published by Al Arabiya 

DURING THIS STATE, OUR BRAIN BELIEVES IT 
IS IN AN UNSAFE SITUATION AND NEEDS TO 
RESPOND ACCORDINGLY – by releasing emotions 

relevant to survival, such as anxiety, anger, or sadness. 
And while those watching the tragic events unfold in Gaza 
through a screen may not be directly affected, the brain 
responds to that secondhand trauma.”
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Long Covid Most Prevalent Among Those 
Bedridden For At Least 7 Days While Infected: Study

Press Trust Of India

P
eople bedridden for at least 
seven days during COV-
ID-19 infection showed se-
vere physical symptoms of 

the disease, persisting for up to two 
years after diagnosis, new research 
in The Lancet Regional Health-Eu-
rope journal has found.

These people showed 37 per 
cent higher chronic symptoms as-
sociated with long Covid such as 
shortness of breath, chest pain, 
dizziness, headaches and fatigue 
than those not diagnosed with the 
disease, a team including research-
ers from Karolinska Institutet, Swe-
den, found.

The increase in prevalence of 
symptoms was noted regardless 
of gender, age groups, existence of 
depressive, anxiety or COVID-19 
related distress symptoms, or pre-
existing comorbidity. The rise was 
higher among individuals without 
depressive or anxiety symptoms, 
the researchers said.

A higher prevalence was also 
observed among individuals hospi-
talised for COVID-19 from 2 months 
to 22 months following diagnosis, 
they said.

The study comprised 64,880 
adults from Sweden, Denmark, Nor-
way and Iceland with self-reported 
physical symptoms between April, 
2020 and August, 2022. Of these, over 
22,000 (34.5 per cent) were diagnosed 

with COVID-19 during the period, 
with nearly 10 per cent of them being 
bedridden for at least seven days.

The World Health Organization 

(WHO) defines long Covid as a con-
dition whereby symptoms continue 
to prevail or develop 3 months after 
the initial SARS-CoV-2 infection, 

sometimes lasting for at least 2 
months with no other explanation.

Studies show that around 10-20 
per cent of people infected by CO-
VID-19 may go on to develop symp-
toms that can be diagnosed as long 
Covid, the WHO said in a factsheet 
issued in December, 2022.

"Long Covid has grown into a 
major public health problem since 
a large proportion of the global pop-
ulation has been infected," said Em-
ily Joyce, a doctoral student at the 
Institute of Environmental Medi-
cine, Karolinska Institutet, and one 
of the study's first authors.

"Our results show the long-term 
health consequences of the pandem-
ic and highlight the importance of 
monitoring physical symptoms for 

up to two years after diagnosis, es-
pecially in people who experienced 
severe COVID-19," said Joyce.

In this study, the majority of the 
participants were fully or partially 
vaccinated, and the results were 
largely the same in analyses of ex-
clusively vaccinated individuals, 
the researchers said.

They also said that the partici-
pants not bedridden during their 
infection presented with a similar 
prevalence to people who had not 
been diagnosed with COVID-19.

"We'll continue to assess the 
long-term health impact of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic in this project," 
said corresponding author Qing 
Shen, affiliated researcher at Karo-
linska Institutet.
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Govt Boosted Employment 
In Traditional As Well As 
Emerging Sectors: PM Modi

BSNL Plans To Launch 4G 
Service In Dec; Pan-India Roll-
Out By June Next Year

Horticulture Deptt Extends 
Support To 50 Women 
Orchardists Of Kargil

SIDBI, IUST Partner to Launch ‘Skill 
To Enterprise Model (STEM)’ Course

Govt Imposes USD 800/
Tonne Minimum Export 
Price On Onion

India, UK Trade Ministers Review 
Progress Of Talks On Proposed FTA

Transforming Rural Landscapes

How Tourist Villages Are Sparking Tourism, Jobs & Homestay's
JKEDI Organises Awareness Program 
On ‘Innovation To Startups’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi asserted on 
Saturday that his government 
has boosted employment op-
portunities in traditional as 
well as emerging sectors like 
renewable energy, defence 
exports and automation.

Distributing appointment 
letters at a virtual event to 
nearly 51,000 people recruit-
ed in different government 
departments as part of 'Ro-
zgar Mela', he said the exer-
cise underscores his govern-
ment's commitment to the 
youth in the country.

The government is not only 
providing employment but 
also maintaining a transpar-
ent recruitment process and 
efforts have been made to re-
structure and streamline the 
examination procedure, Mr. 
Modi stressed.

The prime minister noted 
that lakhs of youngsters have 
been given appointment let-
ters so far in the 'Rozgar Mela' 
being organised since October 
last year by his government 
and the states ruled by the BJP 
and its allies.

“Today, India is equipping 
its youths with skills and edu-
cation to harness emerging 
opportunities.”

India preparing skilled pro-
fessionals for the world: Modi

"India's trajectory and the 
pace of its progress are gen-
erating new employment 
prospects across all sectors," 
he said.

The prime minister said the 
time taken for recruitment 
by the Staff Selection Com-
mission has been reduced to 
almost half.

Exams are now being con-
ducted in 13 different re-
gional languages apart from 
Hindi and English to help the 
language barrier for those af-
fected, he said.

He also spoke about the re-
cent recognition by UN bod-
ies to several Indian places as 
tourism and heritage sites.

Need to skill our workforce 
in use of advanced technolo-
gies and processes: PM Modi

The prime minister said a 
boost in tourism is adding to 
employment sources and a 
similar trend is being seen in 
sports as the sector is grow-
ing, with Indian athletes per-
forming better than before.

The government is strength-
ening traditional sectors pro-
viding employment opportu-
nities and is also promoting 
new sectors such as renewable 

energy, space, automation and 
defence exports, he said and 
highlighted the growth in the 
drone sector.

The Khadi sector has seen 
a resurgence and his govern-
ment has restored its lost 
glory, he said.

It has registered a business 
of more than ₹1.25 lakh crore 
compared to a mere ₹30,000 
crore ten years ago, he said, 
adding that this has created 
many jobs in the khadi and 
village industry sector, espe-
cially benefitting women.

Initiatives to open more 
medical colleges IITs, IIMs 
and IIITs have led to a boost 
in skilling and education that 
are equipping the youths to 
take full advantage of new 
opportunities, Mr. Modi said.

"Today, you all are becom-
ing important allies in our 
journey of nation-building,” 
he told the recruits and also 
urged them to promote 'vocal 
for local' in the ongoing festi-
val season.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- State-owned 
telecom firm BSNL is plan-
ning to launch 4G service in 
December at a small scale 
and then roll it out across 
the country by June next 
year, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director P.K. Purwar said 
on Saturday.

Speaking to PTI at the In-
dia Mobile Congress, Pur-
war said that the company 
plans to upgrade 4G service 
to 5G after June.

"BSNL 4G service is ready 
for launch in Punjab in De-
cember. We have already 
done the hardening re-
quired for a network with 
200 sites. We are in the pro-
cess of installing 3,000 sites 
in Punjab," Purwar said.

He said that BSNL will 
gradually increase network 
deployment to 6,000 and 

then to 9,000, 12,000 and 
15,000 sites per month. "Our 
target is to complete 4G roll-
out by June 2024. Post June 
2024, we will be moving to 
5G services,"  Purwar said.

IT company TCS and gov-
ernment-owned ITI have 

bagged orders worth about 
₹19,000 crore from BSNL 
for deploying 4G network 
which is upgradable to 5G.

Purwar said that the BSNL 
has enough spectrum to de-
ploy 5G services, once 4G 
roll-out is completed.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The commitment 
to empower and uplift women 
in the horticultural sector was 
reaffirmed as the Directorate 
of Horticulture, Kashmir, ex-
tended additional support to 
around 50 women farmers and 
orchardists visiting from Kargil, 
Ladakh.

 This commitment was made 
during their enlightening ex-
posure visit to the Directorate, 
organized under the Mission 
for Integrated Development of 
Horticulture (MIDH) scheme 
by the Department of Horticul-
ture, Union Territory of Ladakh.

Director G.R. Mir, in an ef-
fort to bolster the knowledge 
and capabilities of the visiting 
women orchardists, assured to 
arrange further visits to various 
horticultural centers.

These visits will include a 
tour of the Centre of Excellence 
in Zawoora, Srinagar, and the 
Industrial Growth Center (IGC) 
in Lassipora, Pulwama.

Additionally, the women or-
chardists will have the oppor-
tunity to visit private orchards, 
allowing them to witness best 
practices and innovative tech-
niques employed by successful 
orchard owners.

This proactive measure by 
the Directorate of Horticulture, 
Kashmir, underscores the im-
portance of practical learning 
and hands-on experiences in 
the growth of the horticultural 
industry.

Such visits will provide the 
women orchardists with expo-
sure to cutting-edge horticul-
tural technologies, advanced 
cultivation methods, and a 
comprehensive understanding 
of the horticultural value chain.

The willingness of the Direc-
torate to facilitate these visits 
further exemplifies the dedica-
tion to the welfare of women 
farmers and orchardists and 
the desire to foster an environ-
ment of continuous learning 
and improvement within the 
horticultural community.

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: The Islamic Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy (IUST) is proud to announce 
its partnership with the Small 
Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI) to jointly introduce 
the Swavalamban Skill to Enter-
prise Model (STEM) I-year Diploma 
Course. This initiative is designed 
to provide valuable support to as-
piring entrepreneurs in Jammu 
and Kashmir and neighbouring 
states. The STEM Diploma Course 
aims to assist these individuals in 
transforming their business pro-
posals into profitable ventures.

Professor Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo, the Vice-Chancellor of 
IUST, expressed his sincere grati-
tude to SIDBI for their invaluable 
support. He emphasized that 
IUST's core mission of empowering 
youth and nurturing their innova-
tive potential will be significantly 
enhanced through this collabora-
tion with SIDBI. He further ex-
plained that, upon completing the 
STEM course, young entrepreneurs 
will be encouraged and incentiv-
ized through IUST’s capital support. 
Their proposals will be rigorously 
evaluated for commercial viability, 
and they will receive mentorship 

throughout their entrepreneurial 
journey. The support plan includes 
capacity building, the nurturing 
of innovative ideas, soft loans and 
the development of effective mar-
keting strategies through a struc-
tured support system. The STEM 
program is focused on identifying 
and mentoring young individuals 
with entrepreneurial aspirations, 
with the ultimate goal of establish-
ing at least twenty enterprises to 
promote sustainable livelihoods in 
the country.

It is noteworthy that CIED-IUST, 
operating as a section 8 company, is 
currently providing guidance to 23 
incubatees. These individuals have 
received seed capital funding of up 
to five lakhs, with the objective of 
launching their start-up businesses 
and creating gainful employment 
opportunities for young people. 
IUST's outstanding performance 
has been recognized, as evidenced 
by its 3.5-star rating last year from 
the Ministry of Education, Govern-
ment of India. Moreover, it recently 
received a grant of 5 Crores under 
the Seed Capital Scheme from DPI-
IT, Ministry of Commerce, Govern-
ment of India, aimed at strength-
ening the startup ecosystem in the 
country, with a particular focus on 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Firdos Ali

In the heart of the picturesque 
state of Jammu & Kashmir, a 

transformative initiative is un-
folding, promising to breathe 
new life into the region, em-
power its youth, and captivate 
the hearts of travelers. As we 
journey through the success 
stories of Panchari, Anderwali 
Sangerwani, and the lens of 
visiting photographers, we'll 
uncover the profound impact of 
the Tourist Village Development 
Programme and its potential to 
rejuvenate rural landscapes.

Vijay , a proud resident of 
Panchari. His story speaks vol-
umes about the transformative 
power of this program. Once 
unemployed, Vijay now enjoys 
a sustainable income, all thanks 
to the opportunities created 
by tourism in his village. For 
him, and many like him, the 
Tourist Village Development 
Programme has been a lifeline, 
offering newfound hope and 
prosperity.

Mohammad Usman, from 
Sangrali Pulwama, shares his 
experiences. The influx of tour-
ists into his village has not only 
boosted the local economy but 
has also infused a renewed 

sense of optimism among its 
inhabitants. These voices echo a 
common refrain – that tourism 
can serve as a catalyst for posi-
tive change in rural areas.

The  photographers from Pune 
who chose Anderwali Sanger-
wani as the backdrop for their 
pre-wedding shoot. Their deci-
sion is a testament to the new-
found charm of this hidden 
gem, tucked away in Pulwama 
district. Anderwali Sangerwani's 
natural splendor has, quite liter-
ally, become a magnet for travel-
ers seeking beauty and serenity.

Panchari, with its distinction 
as the first tourist village in the 
region to offer homestay facili-
ties, has also carved a unique 

place in the hearts of travelers. 
This pioneering initiative hasn't 
just attracted tourists; it has 
breathed fresh life into the local 
economy. The village now hums 
with activity, with direct and in-
direct employment opportuni-
ties aplenty.

These stories of Vijay , Mo-
hammad Usman, and the Pune-
based photographers exemplify 
the transformative power of the 
Tourist Village Development 
Programme. It's a vital part 
of Mission Youth's initiatives 
in Jammu & Kashmir, and it's 
proving to be a game-changer. 
Panchari and Anderwali Sanger-
wani shine as beacons of hope, 
illustrating how strategic in-

vestments in rural tourism can 
reinvigorate economies, create 
jobs, and empower both youth 
and communities.

During the bustling summer 
peak season, Panchari warmly 
welcomed 10 to 15 enthusiastic 
tourists who chose to experi-
ence its beauty while residing 
in charming homestays. These 
visitors not only reveled in the 
natural splendor but also had 
the delightful opportunity to 
engage with the local commu-
nity, generously sharing their 
enriching experiences.

The dedicated hosts at Sham 
Homestay Panchari, Karan 
Homestay Panchari and Vijay 
Homestay Panchari ensured 
that every aspect of the tourists' 
daily needs and comforts were 
thoughtfully provided for. These 
hosts opened their doors and 
hearts to travelers, offering a 
glimpse into the warm hospital-
ity and unique cultural experi-
ences that Panchari has to offer.

The homestays in Panchari 
have played a pivotal role in 
enhancing the overall tourist 
experience, allowing visitors to 
immerse themselves in the lo-
cal way of life. From traditional 
cuisine to cultural exchanges, 
the hosts have gone above and 

beyond to ensure that every 
guest feels like a part of the Pan-
chari community.

These homestays have not 
only added to the economic vi-
brancy of Panchari but have also 
become integral to the success 
of the Tourist Village Develop-
ment Programme. They are a 
testament to the harmonious 
blend of tradition and moder-
nity, creating memorable mo-
ments for travelers and contrib-
uting to the sustainable growth 
of rural tourism in Jammu & 
Kashmir.

As we celebrate the success of 
Panchari and its thriving home-
stay culture, we witness yet 
another facet of how tourism is 
transforming rural landscapes, 
sparking economic growth, and 
fostering connections between 
communities and visitors alike.

As we delve into these nar-
ratives, we catch a glimpse of 
the promising future of rural 
tourism in the region. It has the 
potential not only to transform 
lives but also to paint the land-
scape of Jammu & Kashmir with 
a brighter and more prosper-
ous brushstroke. And with each 
new village that embraces this 
initiative, that promising future 
becomes even more tangible.

Observer News Service

DODA: Jammu & Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development In-
stitute (JKEDI) today organized 
an awareness programme on 
“Innovation to Startups” aimed 
at nurturing the entrepreneur-
ial spirit among the students 
of Government Degree College 
Doda. The orientation program 
was held under the overall su-
pervision of Director, JKEDI, Ajaz 
Ahmed Bhat.

The programme was part of 
the campaign launched by the 
Institute to cultivate a culture of 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship among the youth of J&K as 
it is important to empower the 
next generation of innovators 
and entrepreneurs, equipping 
them with the skills and knowl-
edge they need to succeed in life.

Vishal Ray, In Charge, Centre for 
Innovation, Incubation and Busi-
ness Modelling, JKEDI explained 
the need for exploring the ideas 
related to innovation and technol-
ogy. He urged the participating 
students to express their innova-
tive ideas so that the institute is 
able to help them to turn those 
ideas into profitable business 
ventures. More than 150 students 
attended the programme held at 
Government Degree College, Doda.

Imtiyaz Ahmad Mantoo, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer, Doda, JKEDI 
explained the importance of 
becoming an entrepreneur for 
social and economic develop-
ment of the nation. He also gave 
information to the students 
regarding various self employ-
ment schemes of UT administra-
tion for the persons who want to 
become entrepreneur.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  The government 
on Saturday imposed a mini-
mum export price (MEP) of USD 
800 per tonne on onion exports 
till December 31 this year with 
a view to increase availability of 
the vegetable in the domestic 
market and contain prices. The 
decision will come into effect 
from October 29.

Besides, the government 
has also announced the pro-
curement of additional 2 lakh 
tonnes of onion for the buf-
fer, over and above the 5 lakh 
tonnes already procured.

The MEP is there for all va-
rieties of onion except Banga-
lore Rose and Krishnapuram 
onions; and for cut, sliced, or 
broken in powder forms.

“Exports of onions is free. 
MEP of USD 800 FOB (free on 
board) per tonne is imposed till 
December 31, 2023,” the Direc-
torate General of Foreign Trade 
said in a notification.

An official statement said 
that the step will help in main-
taining sufficient availability 
of onion to domestic consum-
ers at affordable prices as the 
quantity of stored Rabi 2023 
onion is declining. The USD 
800 per tonne MEP translates 
into about Rs 67 per kg.

Onion from the buffer has 
been disposed continuously 
since the second week of August 
in major consumption centres all 
over the country, and also sup-
plied to retail consumers at Rs 25 

per kg through mobile vans op-
erated by NCCF and NAFED.

“Till date about 1.70 lakh 
metric tonne of onion has been 
disposed from the buffer. The 
continuous procurement and 
disposal of onion from the buf-
fer are undertaken to moder-
ate the prices for consumers 
while ensuring remunerative 
prices to the onion farmers,” 
the statement said.

The DGFT notification added 
that certain onion consign-
ments will be allowed to be 
exported without MEP and that 
included consignments that 
have been handed over to the 
Customs before this notification 
and is registered in their system.

Onion consignment that has 
entered the Customs station 
for exportation before this no-
tification and is registered in 
the electronic systems of the 
concerned custodian of the 
Customs station with verifi-
able evidence of date and time 
stamping of these commodi-
ties having entered the cus-
toms station prior to the issu-
ance of this notification is also 
permitted to be exported.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India and the 
UK on Saturday reviewed the 
progress of negotiations of the 
proposed free trade agreement 
(FTA), talks for which have 
reached the final stage.

The progress was reviewed 
by Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal and UK 
Secretary of State for Business 
and Trade Kemi Badenoch in 
Osaka, Japan.

Both minis-
ters are in Japan 
for the Group of 
Seven (G7) trade 
ministers meet-
ing in Osaka.

D i s c u s s e d 
the progress of India-UK free 
trade agreement negotiations 
with UK Secretary of State for 
Business and Trade Kemi Bad-
enoch, Goyal said on social me-
dia platform X.

Negotiations between senior 
officials of India and the UK are 
on to bridge differences on is-
sues such as rules of origin and 
services sector, with an aim to 
conclude the talks for the pro-
posed FTA at the earliest.

India and Britain launched 
the talks for a trade agreement 
in January 2022, with an aim to 
conclude them by Diwali last 
year (October 24, 2022), but 
the deadline was missed due 

to political developments in 
the UK.

There are 26 chapters in 
the agreement, which include 
goods, services, investments 
and intellectual property 
rights. An investment treaty is 
also being negotiated as a sep-
arate agreement between India 
and the UK.

These investment treaties 
help in promoting and protect-
ing investments in each other's 
country. The main point of 
contention in this pact is the 

mechanism for 
settlement of dis-
putes.

The Indian 
industry is 
d e m a n d i n g 
greater access 
for its skilled 

professionals from sectors like 
IT, and healthcare in the UK 
market, besides market access 
for several goods at nil customs 
duty.

On the other hand, the UK 
is seeking a significant cut in 
import duties on goods such as 
scotch whiskey, automobiles, 
lamb meat, chocolates and 
certain confectionary items. 
Britain is also looking for more 
opportunities for UK services 
in Indian markets in segments 
like telecommunications, legal 
and financial services (banking 
and insurance).
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NASA-ISRO radar satellite to offer detailed 
insights into forests and wetlands
Bengaluru: The 'NASA-ISRO 
Synthetic Aperture Radar' 
(NISAR), an earth observation 
satellite, will help researchers 
explore how changes in Earth's 
forest and wetland ecosystems 
are affecting the global carbon 
cycle and influencing climate 
change.

The satellite is an outcome 
of a collaboration between the 
American space agency NASA 
and Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO).

Once it launches in early 
2024, the NISAR radar satel-
lite mission will offer detailed 
insights into two types of eco-
systems forests and wetlands 
vital to naturally regulating 
the greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere that are driving 
global climate change, NASA's 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) 
has said.

When in orbit, NISAR's so-
phisticated radar systems will 
scan nearly all of Earth's land 
and ice surfaces twice every 
12 days, it said. "The data it 
collects will help research-
ers understand two key func-
tions of both ecosystem types: 
the capture and the release of 
carbon."

Noting that forests hold car-
bon in the wood of their trees; 
wetlands store it in their layers 
of organic soil, JPL said disrup-
tion of either system, whether 
gradual or sudden, can ac-
celerate the release of carbon 
dioxide and methane into the 
atmosphere.

Tracking these land-cover 
changes on a global scale will 

help researchers study the 
impacts on the carbon cycle 
the processes by which car-
bon moves between the atmo-
sphere, land, ocean, and living 
things, it said.

"The radar technology 
on NISAR will allow us to 
get a sweeping perspective 
of the planet in space and 
time," NISAR project scien-
tist at NASA's JPL in Southern 
California -- Paul Rosen said.

"It can give us a really re-
liable view of exactly how 
Earth's land and ice are chang-
ing," he said.

NISAR is an equal collabora-
tion between NASA and ISRO 
and, for the first time, the two 
agencies have cooperated on 
hardware development for an 
Earth-observing mission.

JPL, which is managed for 
NASA by the California Institute 
of Technology (Caltech) in 
Pasadena, leads the US com-
ponent of the project and is 
providing the mission's L-band 
SAR.

NASA is also providing the 
radar reflector antenna, the 
deployable boom, a high-rate 
communication subsystem for 
science data, GPS receivers, a 
solid-state recorder, and pay-
load data subsystem.

ISRO's U R Rao Satellite 
Centre in Bengaluru, which is 
leading the ISRO component 
of the mission, is providing 
the spacecraft bus, the S-band 
SAR electronics, the launch 
vehicle, and associated launch 
services and satellite mission 
operations.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Good Old Days
resulting in an unprecedented level of trans-

formation in the region.
“Jammu and Kashmir is a holy land where 

different religions and cultures have flourished. 
But unfortunately, in the last three decades, 
this land has been plagued by violence and 
terrorism, in which our neighbouring country 
played an important role.

“It (Pakistan) tried unsuccessfully to dis-
turb the peace and tranquillity in the valley. 
However, with the contribution of the citizens 
of Jammu and Kashmir, major changes are now 
being seen in Kashmir,” Sinha said.

He said no region can develop and prosper 
without peace.

“Our prime minister has developed and 
transformed the Kashmir Valley with his tire-
less efforts. The time of strikes, which affected 
schools, colleges and businesses, is now over. 
Stone pelting has become a thing of the past 
now.

“Every citizen here is enjoying his life as per 
his own wish. The good old days have returned 
in Kashmir and the era of violence and terror-
ism is over,” he said.

However, Sinha added, “it is now our col-
lective responsibility to ensure that this era of 
peace and prosperity continues forever and ev-
ery citizen of Kashmir should contribute to the 
development of the country during the Amrit 
Kaal.”

Referring to the attempts to disturb peace, 
Sinha said there are many elements that may 
try to divide the people “but we must remain 
determined for peace and humanity”.

“We live in a country where there is no divi-
sion on the basis of religion, caste or anything 
else. Everyone is equal here. India is a family 
of 140 crore Indians and we must ensure that 
peace prevails in this family,” he said.

Jammu and Kashmir is touching new heights 
and writing new development stories, he said.

“PM Modi has given us the vision of a devel-
oped India by 2047 and we are moving very 
fast towards this goal. Jammu and Kashmir is 
also contributing a lot in this vision and I am 
sure that in future the contribution of Jammu 
and Kashmir will be more than other states and 
union territories,” Sinha said.

The Lt Governor said the present govern-
ment has ensured that the benefits of its wel-
fare schemes and policies reach every corner of 
the country.

“After 2014, the government has ensured 
that everyone benefits from the schemes and 
policies and citizens are not deprived of the 
benefits of any scheme. There is no place for 
discrimination in our governance system.

“Under the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana, 
33 per cent of the funds have been allocated to 
farmers from the Muslim community while 36 
per cent of the total beneficiaries under the PM 
Mudra Yojana are from the Muslim commu-
nity,” he added.

The percentage of minority communities in 
Central government jobs was less than 5 per 
cent before 2014, but it has now increased to 
more than 10 per cent. Instead of appeasement 
politics, the present government has ensured 
that there is socio-economic uplift of minority 
communities, he said.

Maulana Abdul Rashid Dawoodi, a promi-
nent cleric of Kashmir and head of ‘Tehreek-
e-Sautul Auliya’ (a religious organisation), said 
humanity comes before everything.

“Prophet Muhammad said the best among 
you are those who do good to others. This is 
a message of humanity and love for others. 
Sufism is also an ideology of peaceful co-exis-
tence and compassion,” he said.

Dawoodi said Sufism has always nurtured 
the ideology of peace where everyone is equal.

Thanking IMF Convenor Satnam Singh 
Sandhu for organising such a conference to 
highlight the teachings of Sufism, he said 
Kashmir has been the valley of saints and the 
land has nurtured Sufism for centuries.

Sandhu, who is also the Chancellor of 
Chandigarh University, said, “We will contrib-
ute to the development of Jammu and Kashmir 
by providing opportunities in the field of edu-
cation to the youth of the valley.”

“We will announce a scholarship scheme for 
women students of Kashmir so that they can 
fulfil their dreams without any difficulty. We 
have built very good relations with Kashmir 
and we will maintain it in the future also,” he 
said.

‘Administration’s Mission
all. It defines our ancient civilization, respect 

to all religious beliefs and practices and our 
determination of inclusive growth,” he said. 
He expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister 
for ending the policy of appeasement and en-
suring the empowerment of all irrespective of 

religion, caste and community.
“For many decades, several opportunists be-

trayed the minorities in the name of religion 
and used them only as vote banks,” Sinha said.

Today, following the mantra of  Prime 
Minister’s Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas, the all-
round development of minorities at an unprec-
edented speed and scale is a source of inspira-
tion for the whole world,” he added.

The LG urged the people to encourage social 
equality and discourage vote bank politics and 
need to focus on development, to fulfill their 
aspirations and prepare a better future for the 
young generation.

He reiterated the commitment of the UT 
Government towards equitable and inclusive 
development and ensuring that no section of 
society is left behind.

“Upliftment of marginalised is the mission of 
J&K Administration. Today, benefits of growth 
are not provided on the basis of caste or com-
munity but on the principle of inclusivity,” he 
said.

“Equal opportunity to all, especially the de-
prived section is our aim so that they are em-
powered and contribute in the journey of Viksit 
Bharat,” he added.

Sinha called upon every section of the soci-
ety to identify and isolate the divisive elements 
who are posing threat to peace and harmony.

“Building a healthy community is possible 
only when every household is strong and pros-
perous. And this can become a reality, when 
the people start boycotting the elements that 
incite public sentiments and create divisions in 
the society and harm our social fabric,” he said.

“National integration and peace is an impor-
tant prerequisite for development and progress 
of the society. It is our collective responsibility 
to promote the spirit of unity in diversity,” he 
added.

Sufi Scholars and Religious leaders from dif-
ferent parts of the country also spoke on the 
occasion and shared their views on the col-
lective role of every community in building a 
progressive society and realizing the vision of 
Developed India.

Satnam Singh Sandhu, President Indian 
Minorities Foundation, announced scholar-
ships for students from Kashmir.

On the occasion, the LG felicitated the Sufi 
Scholars and Religious leaders including Syed 
Kalbe Rushaid Rizvi, Haji Syed Salman Chisty, 
Abdul Rehman Khadim and the representatives 
of NGOs- We the Helping Hand Foundation, 
South Asia Centre for Peace and People 
Empowerment and Kashmir Speaks.

Representatives of Sufi Islamic Board, NGOs, 
prominent citizens and a large number of peo-
ple were also present.

India Can’t
Army were conducted in September 2016 and 

later the Balakote airstrikes were conducted by 
the IAF in February 2019,” Singh said.

It has sent a clear signal that terrorist attacks 
sponsored from across the border will be sternly 
dealt with, he said.

Speaking at the inauguration of the Shaheed 
Gate in memory of Colonel Narayan Singh in 
Samba, Singh said the Modi government has 
taken several decisions for the welfare of fami-
lies of soldiers who lose their lives in the line 
of duty.

“Unlike previous governments, the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
sensitive and concerned about the welfare of 
the armed forces,” he said.

No other government has introduced so 
many welfare measures to take care of the fam-
ilies of martyrs, he added.

Listing some of the welfare measures, Singh 
said the Union government gives an ex-gratia 
of Rs 25 to 45 lakh to the families of martyred 
soldiers.

“In addition to this, Rs 8 lakh is provided 
in the form of ex-gratia by the Army Central 
Welfare Fund. State governments also provide 
an ex-gratia amount as per their provisions. 
This is in addition to the liberalised family pen-
sion and regular service benefits,” he said.

In the case of the death of an Agniveer in the 
line of duty, the next of kin will receive over Rs 
1 crore, he said.

BSF Protests Truce
October 26-27,” the BSF said in a statement 
here Saturday evening.

The statement said the meeting ended in 
a cordial atmosphere to maintain peace and 
tranquillity along the International Border.

Earlier, officials said the hour-long meeting 
was attended by seven members each of the 
BSF and the Pakistan Rangers.

This was the second flag meeting between 
the two sides in 10 days after two BSF person-
nel were injured when their post in Arnia came 

under fire from across the border on October 
17.

The incident in this sector was the first viola-
tion of the February 25, 2021 renewed ceasefire 
along Jammu and Kashmir borders between 
India and Pakistan.

Besides the two ceasefire violations, a group 
of people escorted by Pakistan Rangers also 
came close to the International Border on 
October 21 following which BSF troops fired a 
couple of warning shots to drive them away.

The back-to-back ceasefire violations by 
Pakistan without any provocation have caused 
panic among the border residents who had 
to flee their homes amid intense shelling on 
Thursday night. The BSF has retaliated to the 
Pakistani shelling in a befitting manner.

Meanwhile, Jammu Divisional Commissioner 
Ramesh Kumar, along with Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) of Jammu Zone Anand Jain, on 
Saturday visited border villages hit by Pakistani 
shelling and assessed losses caused to property.

Accompanied by a team of police and 
civil officers, including Jammu Deputy 
Commissioner Sachin Kumar Vaishya and 
Senior Superintendent of Police Vinod Kumar, 
the divisional commissioner and the IGP inter-
acted with affected families at Bhulla Chak and 
Treva and assessed the losses caused by the 
shelling.

The divisional commissioner instructed the 
deputy commissioner to provide relief to the 
victims after a thorough assessment of the 
losses, an official spokesman said.

He said the visiting officers interacted with 
Panchayati Raj Institution members and border 
residents and enquired about the developmen-
tal requirements and other issues faced by the 
border people.

The people highlighted several issues includ-
ing requirement of additional bunkers, early 
completion of ongoing development works, 
construction of bridges and check on encroach-
ment of water bodies and other related issues, 
the spokesman said.

After a patient hearing, he said, the divisional 
commissioner instructed the deputy commis-
sioner to personally follow up on the issues 
raised by the border people and resolve them 
in a time-bound manner.

The divisional commissioner assured the lo-
cal residents that the government was commit-
ted to provide every possible support to them, 
the spokesman said. (PTI)

Zero Collateral
in police action in the last five years. We are 

very proud of it,’’ Singh claimed.
He said Jammu and Kashmir is coming out 

of the dark era of terrorism. ‘’The graph of ter-
rorism has come down and has flattened. We 
want to see it come down to zero,’’ he added. 
To achieve zero terror, Singh said, a new plan 
was devised and OCAP of police stations was 
undertaken.

‘’Under this, 43 such police stations were 
identified where terror incidents were taking 
place more in comparison to other stations. ‘’In 
the first phase, 21 were covered on August 2. I 
am happy that today that for the rest 22 police 
stations, peace and stability teams are being 
deployed,’’ he said.

Providing a report card on terror, the DGP 
said this year so far, 30 terror crime incidents 
took place in Jammu and Kashmir. ‘’If we talk 
about these 21 stations selected in the first 
phase of OCAPs, out of them, 17 were totally 
terror free, 100 per cent terror free. There were 
only four police stations where four terror in-
cidents took place -- three in Srinagar and one 
in Pulwama.

‘’These four incidents took place in January 
- February only and so in the last eight months 
since, they have also been 100 per cent terror 
free. So, all 21 have been terror free for the last 
eight months,’’ he said. Similarly, in the 22 po-
lice stations selected under the second phase, 
so far, there have been only three incidents 
which have all taken place in Anantnag dis-
tricts, Singh said. ‘’Rest, all 12 districts (where 
OCAPs has been implemented) are terror free.

For the last 12 months, out of these, 19 sta-
tions have remained terror free. In total, 36 
stations remained terror free and only seven 
police stations witnessed seven incidents,’’ he 
added.

Singh said OCAP is a mission for the police. 
‘’These teams will be a strong arm of the SHO 
and will increase the power of the police sta-
tion,’’ he said. Referring to the situation, Singh 
said the enemy is eyeing the increasing peace 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

‘’Five terrorists tried to come from Machil 
Sector, they were neutralised. Before that, in 
Baramulla, gunfight took place. Many encoun-
ters took place at the borders with infiltrating 
groups.

‘’There was a serious violation of the cease-
fire understanding in Arnia sector. The reasons 
are being looked into, but, doubting the inten-
tions of the adversary is justified in this situa-
tion and it is imperative that we are alert and 
take action for the safety and security of the 
people,’’ he said.

During the function, demonstrations were 
given by the commandoes on anti- militancy 
operations, including mobile vehicle naka, ve-
hicle intervention, blind weapons assembly, 
and unarmed combat.

2 Arrested For Damaging
was constituted under the supervision of 

Kathua SSP Shivdeep Singh Jamwal, the spokes-
man further said.

He said the team led by Deputy 
Superintendent of Police Subash Chander suc-
cessfully arrested both the persons involved 
in the incident with the help of technical 
surveillance.

Further investigation is underway, the 
spokesman said, assuring that strict action will 
be taken against miscreants who try to disturb 
communal harmony and peace in the district.

Sonam Lotus
and techniques to provide accurate and 

timely weather information to the people of 
Kashmir.

His departure marks the end of an era where 
the name ‘Sonam Lotus’ became synonymous 
with dependable weather predictions.

On Saturday,  as the government issued his 
transfer order, the Meteorological Department 
forecast mainly dry and clear weather in 
Jammu and Kashmir till November 3.

“The weather will remain mainly dry and 
clear in Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh till 
November 4,” an official of the Department 
said,

On the day of his transfer, Lotus has left us with 
sunshine in winter.

Police Heightens
be in line with established legal frame-

works and respect the rights and privacy of 
individuals.

“Our focus is on monitoring accounts with 
questionable credentials and swiftly respond-
ing to potential threats in order to maintain sta-
bility in the region. The conflict in the Middle 
East has led to concerns about the possible 
spillover of violence into other regions. In re-
sponse to these concerns, the police have been 
meticulously monitoring social media chan-
nels, where various actors have been known to 
disseminate propaganda and engage in activi-
ties that could incite violence,” a top police of-
ficial said, adding that doubtful credentials of 
some accounts have raised suspicions, prompt-
ing police to keep a watchful eye.

Meanwhile sources within the intelligence 
agencies have reported that the strict surveil-
lance of potentially incriminating material 
spread through social media has played a cru-
cial role in thwarting alleged plots aimed at 
disturbing the peace in Jammu and Kashmir.

The region has been steadily progressing to-
wards peace, and these efforts are intended to 
ensure that it continues on this path.

“Recently strict surveillance on incriminat-
ing material spread through social media has 
successfully thwarted a Pakistani plot to revive 
trouble in Jammu and Kashmir, which has con-
stantly been marching towards peace,” a source 
aware of the information, said.

The officers have been working closely to 
investigate any potential threats and take pre-
ventive action when necessary. “Their aim is to 
identify and neutralize individuals or groups 
attempting to disrupt peace in the region,”

These developments underscore the evolv-
ing nature of security measures in an era where 
information can be spread rapidly through so-
cial media. The authorities are determined to 
ensure that these platforms are not exploited 
to undermine the hard-earned peace in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

While the situation remains dynamic, the 
continuous monitoring and rapid response to 
potential threats on social media are key com-
ponents of the efforts to maintain peace and 
stability in the region.

The authorities emphasized their commit-
ment to ensuring that social media is used re-
sponsibly and does not contribute to the spread 
of misinformation or incitement of violence.

The top police officers have stressed the 
importance of responsible social media us-
age. “Social media can be a powerful tool for 
communication, but it can also be misused to 
disrupt peace and create panic. We are closely 
monitoring all social networking sites in the 
Kashmir Valley to prevent any such misuse,” 
said a top official.

In a rapidly changing world, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police are adapting to ensure the safe-
ty and security of the region. (KNS)

Power Crisis Hits
affected our repairing work. Our work en-

tirely depends on electricity without which we 
can’t do anything. For the last two months, our 
losses have gone up to 50 percent,” said Jalal-
ud-din Wani, president of Kashmir Transformer 
Repair Association.

The association is functioning under Small 
Scale Industrial Units (SSIUs), a private body 
working in collaboration with the Jammu 
and Kashmir Industries and Commerce 
Department.

As per Wani, currently 25 units of transform-
er repairing units are functioning in the val-
ley. These units as per Wani use generators as 
an alternative source to the electricity, which 
escalates their cost of repairing the damaged 
transformers.

Against 50 transformers a day, Wani said 
these 25 units manage to repair only 20 trans-
formers a day due to the lack of electricity.

“The smooth supply of electricity helps us to 
repair maximum transformers. Right now we 
can repair only 20 transformers a day which is 
very low compared to the number of repairs 
we used to have during this season,” he said.

Meanwhile Federation Chamber of Industries 
Kashmir (FCIK) said that transformer repairing 
units were among the most hit industries due 
to the lack of electricity this season.

“A number of industries have been hit due to 
the erratic power supply. We have transformer 
repairers, cold storages and other industries we 
are at the suffering end of currently. The gov-
ernment should do something to ensure proper 
power supply to the industries so that produc-
tion doesn’t come down,” said President FCIK 
Shahid Kamli.

As per the industrialists, the ongoing power 
crisis within the valley has brought down pro-
duction by more than 60 per cent in the indus-
trial sector.

President Kashmir Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (KCCI) Javaid Ahmad Tenga said 
they are getting SoS calls from various industri-
alists about the impact of the poor electricity 
supply.

“Handicraft artisans and dealers have been 
constantly telling us about the suffering of the 
sector due to the current power crisis.  The 
tourism sector has also started facing problems 
now. There is a massive drop in production by 
industries currently,” he said—(KNO)

Soldier Arrested
in the murder, the official said, adding Singh 

is a serving Army personnel and was visiting 
home on leave.

He said the motive behind the murder was 
not known immediately.

The body of the woman was handed over to 
her kin for the last rites after completion of le-
gal formalities, the official said.

Minor Girl Drowns
medico-legal formalities the body was hand-

ed over to the family for last rites,” he said.

LG Felicitates
Established in 2015, Ehsaas International, 

a non-governmental organisation is working 
for the welfare and benefit of the people, spe-
cifically for the marginalized and deprived sec-
tions of the society.

Police Arrests Bike
sections of law was registered at Police 

Station Sopore.
On the directions of SSP Sopore, the spokes-

person said, investigation of the case was initi-
ated and some suspects were zeroed in.

Among the suspects, he said, Babar Bashir 
Palla confessed his involvement in the com-
mission of crime.

“Subsequently, he was arrested and on his 
disclosure, 13 stolen Bikes were recovered from 
his possession. Further investigation of the case 

is going on,” the spokesperson added.

Teacher Suspended
teacher will be deemed suspended with im-

mediate effect. During this period, the teacher 
will be attached to the CEO office, Baramulla.”

The suspension stems from a complaint filed 
by the victim (name withheld) against the 
teacher, alleging inappropriate behaviour dur-
ing school activities.

This incident follows a similar case in 
September when a teacher at Higher Secondary 
School (HSS) Shutloo in Rafiabad, Baramulla, 
was suspended for allegedly sending lewd 
messages to a student.

Arni University Empanels for J&K Scholarship, 
Extends Special Provisions for Defense Families
Arni University, based in 
Kangra, Himachal Pradesh, is 
making significant strides in 
supporting students from de-
fense families and driving social 
change. The university has been 
included in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Scholarship Scheme, 
offering admission to students 
recommended by the Indian 
Army’s Northern Command 
Headquarters.

Chancellor Mr. Vivek Singh 
expressed the institution’s com-
mitment to social causes and 
its recognition of the defense 
forces’ contributions. The uni-
versity plans to provide special 
admission provisions initially 
through the J&K Scholarship 
Scheme and subsequently to 
students from defense families 
in Himachal Pradesh, North East 
States, Punjab, Haryana, and 

Rajasthan.
Arni University has also 

formed partnerships with vari-
ous organizations in Himachal 
Pradesh to enhance higher edu-
cation, promote entrepreneur-
ship, and emphasize soft skills 
development. Their vision of 
“Skill Comprehensive Higher 
Education” underscores the 

importance of preparing stu-
dents for both employment and 
entrepreneurship.

With a diverse range of 
courses, including emerg-
ing fields like artificial intel-
ligence and data science, Arni 
University has become a mag-
net for students from Northern 
India, experiencing a significant 
increase in enrollment from 
200 to 2000 in the current aca-
demic session. The institution’s 
growth has made it an integral 
part of Himachal Pradesh’s 
higher education landscape, 
empowering students to excel 
academically and prepare for 
successful careers.

Now, Arni University is ex-
tending its support to students 
from defense families, making 
education more accessible to a 
broader audience.
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ODI WC: Unstoppable India 
Face Deflated England

Australia Defeat New Zealand By 
5 Runs In A World Cup Thriller

Rayees Wins Pencak 
Silat Bronze At 
National Games

Real Kashmir Shines In I-League Opener, 
Beats Rajasthan United 2-0 At TRC

Bellingham Scores Twice In Real 
Madrid’s 2-1 Victory At Barcelona

Brentford Beats Chelsea 2-0 For 3rd 
Straight Win At Stamford Bridge

Press Trust of India

LUCKNOW: India and England 
have played with contrasting 
approaches in the World Cup 
so far, producing contrasting 
results. And that is unlikely to 
change here on Sunday.

India are on course to top 
the league stage while Eng-
land are looking to survive in 
the tournament they won four 
years ago.

The Rohit Sharma-led side 
has hardly put a foot wrong, 
having chased successfully for 
five games in a row.

England set the benchmark 
in white-ball cricket with 
their aggressive style of play, 
resulting in global triumphs in 
both the shorter formats.

However, the boom or 
bust approach has clearly not 
worked in Indian conditions 
and the defending champions 
find themselves on the brink 
of an embarrassing exit.

Will Ashwin get a game
Compared to England, India 

have very little to worry about 
though they will be miss-
ing the all-round services of 
Hardik Pandya for at least the 
next couple of games.

In the usual scenario, R 
Ashwin would have replaced 
Shardul Thakur on a pitch that 
is likely to assist the spinners. 
However, Hardik's absence 
forces the team management 
to play only five bowlers.

Jasprit Bumrah, Kuldeep Ya-
dav and Ravindra Jadeja walk 
into the combination for Sun-
day's game.

To accommodate Ashwin 
as the third spinner, India will 
have to choose between Mo-

hammad Siraj and Mohammed 
Shami, who asserted his world 
class credentials with five 
wickets in Dharamsala. Pick-
ing between the two proven 
performers will be a tough call.

Will England change their batting 
approach

England possess plenty of 
firepower in the batting de-
partment and they would be 
hoping to string together a 
worthy performance after a 

string of abject failures.
Jos Buttler, Jonny Bairstow, 

Ben Stokes, Liam Livingstone, 
Harry Brook are all formidable 
names in world cricket but 
have found the going tough.

Going hammer and tongs 
from ball one is the need of 
the hour in the shortest format 
but the demands of the ODI 
format are different. England 
batters must gauge the condi-
tions better and accordingly 
alter their way of playing.

Press Trust of India

DHARAMSALA: Australia over-
came New Zealand by five runs 
in a thrilling game to continue 
their winning run in the World 
Cup here on Saturday. Batting 
first, Australia amassed 388 
and then stopped the Kiwis at 
383 for nine in 50 overs. This is 
the highest cumulative score by 
two teams in a World Cup game 
-- 771, surpassing 754 set dur-
ing game between South Africa 
and Sri Lanka in the ongoing 
competition.

Five-time champions Aus-
tralia are back on track for a 
last-four spot having won four 
matches on the trot after an 
unimpressive start which saw 
them lose their first two games.

Travis Head smashed 109 off 
67 balls in his first World Cup 
game and added 175 runs for 
the opening wicket with David 
Warner (81 off 65 balls).

Glenn Maxwell (41), Jos Ing-
lis (38) and Pat Cummins, who 
blasted 37 off only 14 balls, 
upped the ante towards the 
end.

Glenn Phillips did an admi-
rable job with the ball, end-
ing with figures of 3/37 as his 
colleagues were taken to the 
cleaners. With the bat, centuri-
on Rachin Ravindra top-scored 
for New Zealand with a coun-
terattacking 116 off 89 balls.

Brief scores: Australia: 388 
all out in 49.2 overs (Travis 
Head 109, David Warner 81; 
Glenn Phillips 3/37) New Zea-
land: 383/9 in 50 overs (Rachin 
Ravindra 116, Jimmy Neesham 
58, Josh Hazlewood 2/70).

The Associated Press

BARCELONA: Jude Bellingham 
won’t forget his first “clasico” 
match as the England midfield-
er scored two goals including a 
stoppage-time winner to lead 
Real Madrid to a 2-1 comeback 
victory at Barcelona in the Span-
ish league on Saturday.

They were Bellingham’s 12th 
and 13th goals in 13 games in 
all competitions since he joined 
Madrid this summer, including a 
Spanish league-leading 10 goals 
in 11 rounds.

Barcelona went ahead in the 
sixth minute through former 
Manchester City midfielder Il-
kay Gundogan’s first goal for his 
new club. The hosts also hit the 
woodwork twice before Belling-
ham equalized.

Bellingham was kept in check 
by Barcelona’s Gavi Paéz until he 
found space well outside the box 
to unleash a strike in the 68th 
that swerved past Marc-Andre 
ter Stegen and hit the corner of 
the net.

Bellingham then tapped in 
the stoppage-time winner when 
a deflected ball fell to him in 
front of the net.

Madrid remained top, level 
on points with second-place Gi-
rona. Barcelona is in third place 
at four points back.

The Associated Press

LONDON: Even after spending 
$1 billion on players, Chelsea 
still cannot get a point off Brent-
ford at Stamford Bridge.

It’s now three straight Pre-
mier League wins for Brentford 
in away matches against Chel-
sea after a 2-0 victory on Sat-
urday, secured by second-half 
goals from Ethan Pinnock and 
Bryan Mbeumo.

Pinnock headed in a cross 
from Mbeumo in the 58th min-
ute for a goal that was against 
the general run of a play.

Mbeumo added the second 
in the fifth minute of stoppage 
time, tapping into an empty net 
at the end of a fast break with 
Chelsea goalkeeper Robert San-
chez having gone up for a corner 
and unable to get back in time.

Chelsea also lost to its London 
rival last season (2-0) and the 
season before (4-1), which was 
the first year Brentford played in 
the Premier League.

Despite its unprecedented 

and wild spending spree over 
the last three transfer windows, 
Chelsea is in the bottom half of 
the standings and is now be-
hind Brentford, whose signings 
are mostly cut-price and based 

purely on statistics.
Two of Chelsea’s two biggest 

signings over the past two years 
— Enzo Fernandez and Mykhailo 
Mudryk — missed out Saturday 
because of last-minute injuries.

Press Trust of India

HANGZHOU: Indian para ath-
letes created history on Sat-
urday as they ended their 
Hangzhou Asian Para Games 
campaign with an unprecedent-
ed 111 medals, the biggest haul 
for the country in any major in-
ternational multi-sport event.

With 29 gold, 31 silver and 51 
bronze in their kitty, the Indian 
para athletes won four med-
als more than the record tally 
of 107 won by the able-bodied 
athletes in the Hangzhou Asian 
Games held from September 23 
to October 8.

India ended at fifth place in 
the medal tally, a remarkable 
achievement in itself, below 
China (521 medals: 214 gold, 
167 silver, 140 bronze), Iran 
(131: 44, 46, 41), Japan (150: 
42, 49, 59) and Korea (103: 30, 

33, 40).
The first Para Asian Games 

was held in 2010 in Guangzhou, 
China, where India had finished 
15th with 14 medals, including 
one gold. Four year later, India 
had finished ninth.

The only earlier instance of 
India crossing the 100-medal 
mark in a major international 
multi-sport event (Olympics, 
Asian Games and Common-
wealth Games) was the 101 
medals the country won during 
the 2010 Delhi Commonwealth 
Games.

On Thursday, India had gone 
past the earlier highest Asian 
Para Games tally of 72 medals 
(15 gold, 24 silver, 33 bronze) 
achieved in the 2018 edition.

India won 39 more medals 
than the 2018 edition with ath-
letics contributing 55 (18 gold, 
17 silver, 20) out of 111.

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Real Kashmir FC kick 
started their campaign on a win-
ning note in the I-League 2023-
24 opener, defeating Rajasthan 
United FC by two goals at a jam-
packed TRC ground here.

The victory of the Real Kashmir 
FC holds special significance for 
Jammu and Kashmir, as most of 
the players in the squad are home-
grown talent. Six of them found 
their place in the starting 11.

Both the teams failed to score 
any goal in the first half but the 
Real Kashmir FC maintained their 
relentless pressure on the visiting 

team and managed two goals in 
the second half – first by Wayne 
Vaz followed by Shaher Shaheen.

Since Saturday morning, pas-
sion was high as locals came out in 
large numbers to support Real 
Kashmir FC, and their 2-0 win 
was an opportunity to celebrate.

Some foreigners had also come 
to watch the match. Real Kashmir 
FC will play their second match 
on November 4 against TRAU at 
the same venue.

The J&K Football Association 
congratulated Real Kashmir FC 
for their splendid victory and said 
"this is a moment of immense 
pride for us, as it reflects the re-

markable talent that our region 
nurtures and the growing football 
prowess in J&K."

Lauding the role of Real Kash-
mir FC owner Sandeep Chatoo, 
the association said his relent-
less dedication to the promo-
tion of football in the region, 
uplifting standards and excep-
tional work in raising interest 
among the youth have been 
truly commendable.

"This is a moment of immense 
pride for us, as it reflects the re-
markable talent that our region 
nurtures and the growing foot-
ball prowess in J&K," the associa-
tion said.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K’s Rayees Ahmad has won the Bronze 
medal in Pencak Silat at the 37th National Games be-
ing held in Goa.

Rayees won the Bronze medal in Tunggal category.
Other Pencak Silat athletes from J&K have also 

brought laurels to the region. Shahid Muzaffar won 
the Silver medal while Salik Farooq also stormed into 
the final by defeating his competitor from Goa.

The J&K team has won several Silver medals in the 
games so far.

Congratulating the J&K team, Sarmad Hafeez 
Commissioner Secretary, Youth Services and Sports 
extend his warmest congratulations for their splendid 
performance, and exemplary show thus far in both 
the individual and team events.

Terming the medallists as an inspiration to aspiring 
athletes and a source of pride, Secretary Sports Coun-
cil, Nuzhat Gull congratulated the medallists on their 
exceptional performances. Gull said that each triumph 
of our athletes is a testament to hard work, talent, and 
unwavering spirit.

Indian Para Athletes 
Bag 111 Medals At Asian 
Para Games
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WATCH 

Dr Karan Singh, 
Former Sadr-e-Riyasat

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCay2aOqESrK1viRY7TeSE8w

On Kashmir Observer

With profound grief and sorrow we 
inform the sad demise of Saja Begam, beloved 
mother of Dr G. M. Rather, of Mulfaq Hazratbal 
who left for heavenly abode on  21 Oct 2023 
(Saturday).  May Allah grant  her  highest  place in  
Jannah  (Ameen). 

Congregational fateh khawani will be 
held on Tuesday 24 Oct 2023 at our ancestral grave 
yard near Aastan shrief Mulfaq.

RRaatthheerr  FFaammiillyy
BBeerreeaavveedd

Rather Family
Bereaved

Bereaved
Rather Family

Mulfaq Srinagar
9419066638, 8825070212

Bereaved
Rather Family

Mulfaq Srinagar
9419066638, 8825070212

Note - Ladies are 
requested not to 
bring any sort of 
eatables along.

Note - Ladies are 
requested not to 
bring any sort of 
eatables along.

Quick eats for 
busy people

Turkish 
doner kebab
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