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Dry Weather 
Forecast In J&K

The meteorological 
department on Friday 
predicted dry weather 

conditions to continue in Jammu 
and Kashmir till November 2.
A meteorological official said that on 
October 29, the weather is expected 
to be generally cloudy.
There is a possibility of light snowfall 
in a few places of higher reaches, 
he said. From November 2-3, the 
weather is expected to be partly 
cloudy. There is a possibility of light 
rain and snowfall on higher reaches, 
he said. More on P10

Wanted Criminal 
Held In Kishtwar

A wanted criminal involved 
in several cases in Jammu 
and Kashmir was arrested 

from Kishtwar district on 
Friday, police Parvaiz Ahmed, 
of Kishtwar’s Dewaro area, was 
evading arrest since 2021, they 
said. The police teams conducted 
raids at various locations in 
the district and arrested the 
absconder, they said. Ahmed 
was involved in several criminal 
cases registered at several 
police stations, including Reasi, 
Udhampur, R S Pura,  More on P10

Bengali Tourist Dies 
In Pahalgam

An elderly female tourist 
from West Bengal died on 
Friday in the famous tourist 

resort of Pahalgam in South 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district.
60-year-old Bandana Auddy, wife 
of Anjan Auddy of West Bengal 
was found unconscious at her hotel 
in the hill station of Pahalgam on 
Friday morning, reports said. The 
female tourist was removed to 
the nearest healthcare facility for 
treatment. However, the doctors 
there declared her dead.
Meanwhile, police More on P10

Jammu Bans Bovine 
Transportation

The district administration 
here on Friday imposed a 
ban on transportation of 

bovine animals to other districts 
of the Union Territory.
District Magistrate (DM) Jammu 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya, in exercise 
of the powers vested under Section 
144 of the CrPC, has imposed a 
ban on transportation of bovine 
animals from the district, an 
official spokesperson said.
According to an order issued 
today, bovine animals such as cow, 
buffalo, oxen, More on P10

PM Modi Wishes 
Army On Infantry Day

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday extended his best 
wishes to all the Indian Army 

personnel on the Infantry day.
“Best wishes to all personnel of the 
Indian Army on Infantry Day. This is a 
day to honour the relentless courage 
and tenacity of our infantry,” PM 
said in a post on X, previously 
known as Twitter.. The PM said that 
every effort of theirs echoes their 
commitment to our nation’s safety 
and sovereignty.
“Their tireless vigil and unmatched 
valour have stood More on P10

Tiger Kills Caretaker
In Rajasthan Park

A caretaker of a tiger’s 
enclosure at Abheda 
Biological Park here died 

after he was attacked by the big 
cat on Friday evening, officials said. 
The tiger was undergoing treatment 
for an injury. The incident took place 
when the caretaker, Ramdayal Nagar, 
was leaving after spraying medicine 
on its injury, they said. Deputy 
Conservator of Forest, Kota, Bijo 
Joy said the caretaker was critically 
injured in the tiger attack and was 
rushed to a hospital, where he died.
He said he was on his More on P10

TERRORISTS 
FIRED UPON THREE 

OUTSIDE LABOURERS IN SHOPIAN. 

Border Flares 
Up In Jammu
BSF Man, Civilian Injured In Pak Shelling

Students Take Class In Bunker

In the aftermath of a major ceasefire violation by Pakistan, a group 
of students from a government middle school near the border town 
of Arnia on Friday attended classes in an underground bunker built 

in its complex. According to the school management, the decision to 
hold temporary classes inside the bunker in Suhagpura, one of the last 
villages two kms from Arnia town, was taken this morning to address the 
concern of the parents following heavy shelling by More on P10

2014 Not A Date 
But A Change Of 
Era: PM Modi
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Friday launched 
a fresh broadside against Congress 
as he termed 2014 not just a date 
but a 'badlav' (change) as he tout-
ed reforms by his government 
that have transformed the land-
scape of the country.

Speaking at the India Mobile 
Congress here, Modi reeled out 
statistics to show how India 
has turned into an exporter of 
mobile phones from being an 
importer and how big tech com-
panies -- from Apple to Google 
-- are lining up to become man-
ufacturers in the country.

He said after the fastest rollout 
of 5G mobile telephony services, 
India will lead the world on 6G.

"2014 is not just a date. It is 
'badlav' (change)," he said.

Recalling the launch of 5G 
technology in the country on 
October 1 last year, he remarked 
that within a year there are about 
5 lakh 5G base stations across the 
country. More on P10

Swain Given 
Additional Charge 
As J&K DGP

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Senior IPS officer R 
R Swain, presently working as 
Special DG in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, was on Friday 
given additional charge as the 
Director General of the state’s 
police force with effect from 
November 1.

Swain will take charge from 
incumbent Dilbag Singh, who 
will retire on October 31 as the 
longest-serving police chief of 
Jammu and Kashmir, according 
to an official order.

“With the approval of compe-
tent authority, Shri R R Swain, 
IPS (AGMUT 1991), presently 
posted as Special DG (CID), 
Jammu and Kashmir, will also 
function as in-charge Director 
General of Police,  More on P10

Shutdowns, Stone-Pelting In 
Kashmir Thing Of Past: LG
Says Under PM’s Guidance, UT Admin Succeeded In Bringing Peace To J&K

‘India Most 
Favourite 
Destination 
For Trade, 
Investment’

CHEQUE BOUNCE

Sopore Man Gets 
6 Months Jail, 
Fined Rs 652000
M Ahmad

Srinagar: A court here has 
awarded six month’s jail and 
imposed fine to the tune of ru-
pees double the cheque amount 
which amounts to Rs 6, 52000 to 
man  from Sopore area of north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Judge Small Causes Srinagar 
Tabasum sentenced Mohammad 
Maqbool Lone of Tarzoa Sopore, 
observing essential ingredients 
of Section 138 of Negotiable 
Instruments Act stand established 
by the complainant—Ramesh 
Kumar Vasandani Through its 
Authorized Attorney Holder Aat 
present Chanapora Srinagar.

“Accused has More on P10

Doctors Alarmed As 5 More Drug 
Addicts Test HIV Positive This Year
SMHS Receives Increased Number Of Drug Abusers With 'Hepatitis B, C'

ECI Orders SSR Of Photo 
Electoral Rolls In J&K

Pesky Power Cuts Hit Kashmir's 
Industrial Production
KCC&I Says Erratic Power Supply Inflicts 
Huge Losses; Pr Secy PDD Says Electricity 
Being Supplied As Per Demand

Thousands of people offered congregational Friday prayers and paid obeisance at the shrine of Hazrat Sheikh 
Syed Abdur Qadir Jeelani popularly known as Dastgeer Sahab (RA), on the occasion of Sufi saint’s annual Urs. 
KO Photo, Abid Bhat

Cross-Border Shelling Disrupts Weddings

Unprovoked firing by Pakistan Rangers has marred dozens 
of weddings in villages along the International Border in 
Jammu with many forced to make last-minute changes to 

some rituals as well. In the case of Ishant Saini and Sangeeta's 
wedding, a majority of the guests left the feast amid heavy 
shelling by Pakistan in the R S Pura sector. The cross-border 
shelling and firing by Pakistan Rangers, the first major ceasefire 
violation since 2021, started around 8 pm Thursday More on P10

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The BSF on Friday 
said the unprovoked firing by 
Pakistan Rangers along the 
International Border in Jammu 
targeting Indian posts and civil-
ian areas continued for close to 
seven hours.

In an official statement, the 
Border Security Force (BSF) said 
the Pakistan Rangers fired mor-
tars and used heavy machine 
guns, leading to two non-fatal 
casualties.

BSF Constable Basva Raj suf-
fered minor splinter injuries in 
both hands due to shelling. A lo-
cal, Rajni Devi of Arnia, suffered 
minor injuries, it said.

The force said the Pakistani 
firing continued for close to 
seven hours, starting around 8 
pm on Thursday and extending 
up to 2:45 am on Friday.

"BSF continues to monitor 
the developments closely while 
assessing the situation and re-
mains alert to respond as nec-
essary to ensure the safety and 
security of the border and its 
residents," the force said.

It said following the start of 
unprovoked firing, BSF troops 
retaliated and subsequently Pak 
Rangers extended their firing to 
target its border posts adjacent 
to Arnia prompting retaliation 
from its forward defence posts 
in these areas.

At approximately 9:15 pm on 
Thursday, Pakistan Rangers start-
ed mortar firing targeting border 
outposts and civilian areas, the 
BSF said, adding some of the shells 
landed in Arnia town, resulting in 
minor injuries to a civilian.

"Around 10:40 pm on 
Thursday, Pakistan Rangers used 
heavy machine More on P10

Asserting that India is today the most favourite destination for trade and investment and continues to be fastest-
growing economy in the world, the Union Territory Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha said Friday that with the 
vision of inclusive, progressive and sustainable growth, it is being ensured that fruits of our development percolate 

to the grassroots. “India is full of optimism, boundless energy and ambition and expected to contribute 15% of global 
growth in the current Financial Year. We are moving closer to our goal of making this truly India's century and our 
economic resurgence will be the key driver of global growth,” Sinha said. He was addressing the inaugural ceremony of 
the 4th Annual Conference of Indian Economics & Allied Sciences Association (IEASA) at University of 

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha said on Friday that un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, his 
administration has been able to 
restore peace in Kashmir Valley, 
making shutdowns and stone 
pelting a thing of the past.

The LG said that shutdowns 
were enforced for 150 days a 
year in Kashmir in response 
to the calls from terrorists and 
the neighboring country.

But during the last three 
to four years, Sinha said, the 
Union Territory administra-
tion under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had been successful in bring-
ing peace back to the valley.

“Under PM Modi's guidance, 

the UT administration was 
able to bring peace back to 
the valley, allowing people to 
live their lives according to 
their wishes. Shutdowns were 

imposed in Kashmir 150 days 
a year in response to calls from 
militants and the neighbor-
ing country; which is no lon-
ger the case now,” Sinha said, 

after inaugurating the 4th 
annual conference of Indian 
Economics and Allied Sciences 
here.

 J&K, according to the LG, has 
sufficient potential, and the 
administration is committed 
to work with sincerity to make 
the UT even more advanced.

“India's economy is devel-
oping at the quickest rate in 
the globe and it has become 
one of the most sought-after 
business locations worldwide.

In addition to collaborative 
and long-lasting advance-
ment, Sinha said, the adminis-
tration is working tirelessly to 
bring the progress down to the 
grassroots level.

“With its abundance of re-
sources and optimistic out-
look, India is expected to have 
15 percent share More on P10

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: As many as five drug 
addicts have tested positive for 
the deadly human immunode-
ficiency virus (HIV) in Kashmir 
Valley this year, with healthcare 
professionals raising an alarm 
that the drug abuse can acceler-
ate the spread of HIV and aggra-
vate its symptoms, particularly in 
the brain of the addicts.

6,158 cases of HIV have been 
registered with antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) centers in Jammu 
and Kashmir, according to the 
Health and Medical Education 
Department. Of the 6,158 cases, 
total People Living with HIV 
(PLHIV) registered in HIV care 
at SKIMS, Soura are 703.

As many as 5 patients who 
were into drug addiction have 
had their HIV status confirmed 

at the SMHS drug de-addiction 
centre. Despite having the low-
est HIV prevalence in the coun-
try, Kashmir, experts believe, 
has a considerable percentage 
of drug users having HIV.

Of the total 6, 158 cases, 
3,478 HIV-positive patients are 
receiving ART at the moment, 
while 1,400 HIV-positive pa-
tients have died of the deadly 

disease so far in the UT, official 
statistics revealed.

“The SMHS drug de-addiction 
centre has confirmed the HIV 
status of five patients, who 
were into drug addiction; the 
actual number may be higher." 
Dr Fazal-e-Rob, senior resident, 
Institute of Mental Health and 
Neurosciences (IMHANS) told 
Kashmir Observer.

Dr. Fazal said the drug addicts 
‘peculiar lifestyles make them 
more vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, 
and they may contract HIV even 
if they don't have sexual contact 
with an infected individual.

He said those using drugs or 
engaging in high-risk behav-
iors related to drug abuse in-
crease their risk of acquiring or 
spreading viral diseases, includ-
ing hepatitis, HIV, and Acquired 
Immune More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
has ordered Special Summary 
Revision (SSR) of photo elector-
al rolls in all the parliamentary 
and assembly constituencies 
in Jammu and Kashmir with 
January 1, next year as qualify-
ing date.

In this regard a notice has 
been issued by the Chief 
Electoral Officer, J&K.

As per the notice, the time-
line for publication of inte-
grated draft electoral roll is 
27-10-2023 (Friday) while as 
the timeline period for filing 
claims and objections is 27-
10-2023 (Friday) to 09-12-
2023 (Saturday).

Similarly, the notice reads 
that Special campaign dates 
are 04-11-2023 (Saturday), 05-
11-2023 (Sunday), 18-11-2023 
(Saturday) and 19-11-2023 

(Sunday). The notice further 
reads that the timeline for dis-
posal of claims and objections 
is 26-12-2023 (Tuesday) while 
the timeline for final publica-
tion of electoral roll is 05-01-
2024 (Friday).

“The Draft Photo Electoral 
Rolls-2024 will be available at 
District Headquarters/Tehsil 
Offices/Offices of Srinagar 
and Jammu Municipal 
Corporations/ Booth Level 
Officers at Polling Station lev-
el and on More on P10

Agencies

Srinagar: As the pesky power 
cuts continued across the Valley, 
the industrialists here have 
stated that the production has 
reduced in the past over one 
month while the government 
said the electricity is being 
supplied as per the demand 
and additional power will 
be procured when the de-
mand increases.

 Kashmir Chamber of 
Commerce & Industries 
(KCC&I) president, Javid 
Ahmad Tenga said that the 
industries completely rely on 
electricity, but the pesky power 
cuts are giving huge losses to the 
industrialists across the Valley.

Tenga further said that the 
production at all the industry 

units has reduced due to the 
pesky power cuts, adding that 
everybody is facing losses, be 
it industries or tourism sector. 

“The tourists visiting from 
different parts of the coun-
try too have been facing 
hardships due to frequent 
power cuts,” he said.

With the mount-
ing losses, the KCC&I 
has also met the 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha here yes-
terday, seeking his in-

tervention in resolving 
the burning problem fac-

ing a large number of JK Bank 
borrowers whose accounts have 
become NPA’s due to circum-
stances beyond their control.

“Although there are no de-
tails of exact loss,  More on P10
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly spelled in the school records of my daughter namely as Younis Qa-
dri i while the correct spelling is Yunis Qadri which needs to be corrected. If anybody having any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the  Tyndale Biscoe 
Mallinson School Tangmarg  Within A Period Of Seven Days From The Date Of Publication  this 
Notice. After That No Objection Shall Be Entertained. 

Yunis Qadri   F/o Zara Qadri bmg

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 11th)under 
Roll No:. 239067070  Session: 2022-20 23 
Year 2023 through the Jammu and Kash-
mir Board of School Education. Due to the 
error committed by the concerned School/
parent/ Board against  my  Mother's Name  
Aubida Muzzafar Instead of Aubida Ahad

Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Cam-
pus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this 
regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant Sec-
retary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 

Name: Numair Muzzafar Wani
F/N: Mohammad Muzzafar Wani
M/N : Aubida Ahad

jkb

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary School 
Examination (Class- 10th)under Roll No:. 
112022238  Session: Ann-Reg. Year  2023 
through the Jammu and Kashmir Board of 
School Education. Due to the error commit-
ted by the concerned School/parent/ Board 
against  my  Mother's Name  Shameena Begum  
Instead of Shameema Begum

Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Cam-
pus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this 
regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant Sec-
retary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 

Name: Mehrooz Bashir
F/N: Bashir Ahmad Lowarhanji 
M/N : Shameema Begum
DOB:  07-03-2006
R/O: Aloosa Ghat

jkb

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that I have applied for D.O.B 
of son .If anybody has any objection he/she may contact Mu-
nicipal Committee Bhaderwah within seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice. No objection shall be entertained 
thereafter.
Israr Ahmed Zargar 
F/o Mohammad Aariz zargar
R/o Chinar Mohalla 
Tehsil- Bhadarwah 
District-Doda NJ
D.O.B 21-03-2021 

From The Office Advocate Nassir 
Hussain Khan & Associates

In the case of ':1 Farooq Ahmad Dar 2.Bilal Ahmad Dar 
3.Manzoor Ahmad Dar 4.Zahoor Ahmad Dar all sons of Ghulam 
Mohi ud din Dar all residents of owantibawan soura Srinagar 
5.Zoona Begum wife of Ghulam Mohi ud din Dar 6.Nelofar wife 
of  Riyaz  Ahmad Wani R/o Malbagh Sgr 7.Nasreena Wife of 
Ashaq Hussain Kaar R/o Soura Sgr  

(Caveators)
 Vs 

Public at Large 
       Non Caveator

In the Petition in terms of Section 148-A
The caveators may have apprehension that Non-Caveator may 
file any Application, Petition, Ap- peal, Suit or any other type of 
proceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground of dis-
torted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and may seed 
in obtaining some relief/order at their back/in exparte against 
the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators will be put 
in irrepa- rable loss and inconvenience. It would be proper that 
caveators be given an opportunity of being heard by the Hon'ble 
court before passing any order. 
NJ Sd/advocate  

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE) 

Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 
Website: www.jkbopee.gov.in E-mail: coejakbopee@gmail.com/helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com 

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE) 
Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar):  0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 

website: http://www.jkbopee.gov.in, 
email: helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com/ coejakbopee@gmail.com 

 
Subject:     Provisional Selection List of the candidates belonging to CDP category for admission 

to the B.Sc. Nursing /B.Sc Para-Medical / B.Sc. Technology Courses - 2023 in the 
Government / Private Colleges / Institutions of the UT of J&K after conduct of the 
First Round of online Counseling. 

 

Reference:  i) Notification No. 063-BOPEE of 2023 dated 20.08.2023. 
                   ii) Notification No. 086-BOPEE of 2023 dated 24.09.2023.                                             

                    Notification No: 101-BOPEE of 2023 
                                    Dated:    25.10.2023 

 

 Pursuant to Notification No.063-BOPEE of 2023 dated 20.08.2023 followed by 
Notification No. 086-BOPEE of 2023 dated 24.09.2023, it was notified that the seats under 
Children of Defense Personnel (CDP) Category shall be allotted to the concerned category 
candidates separately on the basis of valid Priority certificates uploaded/submitted by the said 
candidates. It was further notified by the Board that all the eligible concerned candidates shall 
submit their CDP Priority Certificate issued by Competent Authority. The eligible candidates 
under CDP Category have now submitted their CDP Priority Certificates to the Board.  
 

 The list of CDP category candidates who have been allotted seats provisionally for 
admission to the B.Sc. Nursing /B.Sc Para-Medical / B.Sc. Technology Courses - 2023 in the 
Government / Private Colleges / Institutions of the UT of J&K on the basis of their Priorities as  
notified vide S.O 277 of 2021 dated 13.08.2021 issued by the Government of J&K, Department 
of Social Welfare read with communication  F.No. 6(1)/2017/D (Res. II) dated 21.05.2018 of  
Government of India, Ministry of Defense, Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare  and on the 
basis of choices filled by the candidates during the online process of counselling, is hereby  
notified as per Annexure “A” to this notification, which shall remain available on website of the 
Board.   
 

 The candidates shall have to report to the respective Colleges allotted to them for 
completion of admission process w.e.f. the date of issuance of this Notification till 31.10.2023 
upto 4:00 p.m.  along with following documents in original:- 

 

1. 12th Class Marks Card. 
2. Domicile Certificate.  
3. Category Certificate, wherever applicable. 
4. Any other document as may be required by the College Authorities. 

 

 The provisionally selected  candidates shall have to mandatorily report for admission to 
the allotted Colleges/Institutions by or before 31.10.2023 upto 04:00 p.m along with their 

  

relevant certificates in original, failing which they shall not be eligible for further rounds of 
counseling, if any, conducted by the Board.  
 

 The Colleges shall submit the shortfall, if any, on 31.10.2023 upto 05:00 p.m positively 
to enable the Board to take further necessary action in the matter.    
Note:- 

 

1. The admission of the candidates is purely provisional and shall be liable to be cancelled 
in case any information furnished by any candidate(s) proves to be false / fabricated and 
action as warranted under law shall be initiated against those candidates. 
 

2. If any candidate(s) is found to have concealed any information, his/her 
selection/admission shall be cancelled ab-initio and fine/penalty shall also be imposed 
upon him as may be deemed proper by the Board in accordance with the laid down rules. 
 

3. All the Heads of the Institutions/Colleges are requested to keep their admission counters 
open on Holidays/Off days to facilitate the candidates to complete their admission well in 
time and the candidates should in their own interest, avoid waiting for the last day for 
completing the admission formalities as the delay in such matters has the potential of 
causing hardships to the candidates only. 
 
 
 

4. The Heads of the Institutions shall keep record of the admissions and send the shortfall of 
the candidates, if any, who have not completed their admission within the prescribed time 
mentioned above through E-mail viz. coejakbopee@gmail.com & 
helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com on 31.10.2023 upto 05:00 p.m positively along with 
hard copy duly signed by the Head of the Institution. 
 

        The other Terms and Conditions shall, however, remain the same as notified by the Board 
in the e-Information Brochure and Notifications/Notices issued from time to time in this regard. 
           
         E & O E 
                                                                                          

           Sd/- 
            Controller of Examinations 

             J&K BOPEE 
 

No. BOPEE/Exam-21/2023 (7320671)                                                     Dated: 25.10.2023 
 
Copy to the:- 
1. Principal Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor, UT of J&K. 
2. Principal Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor, UT of Ladakh.  
3. Commissioner/Secretary to the Government, General Administration Department, J&K. 
4. Commissioner/Secretary to the Government, ARI and Trainings Department, J&K.  

DIPK-NB-3839/23
DATED: 27-10-2023

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
Irrigation Division Tral

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

 Fresh e-NIT NO: 11 OF 2023-24
Government of Jammu and Kashmir 

Office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Tral 
 

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS  
                 Fresh e-NIT NO: 11 OF 2023-24 

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT J&K e-tenders are invited on percentage  basis from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K UT Government for below mentioned work : - 

 
S. No Name of Work Adv. cost 

in Lacs 
Earnest 
Money  

Class of 
Contract 

Time of 
Completion 

Cost of 
Tender 

Doc 

Major 
 Head  

Position of 
AA  

Position of 
Funds 

1. Stage contract and emergent 
nature of work for maintenance of 
Bud Khul/canal systems of 
irrigation sub-division 
Awantipora HQ Tral for the year 
2023-24 (Part 2) 

 
 

2.46 

 

4920/= 

 

DEE 

 

From the 
date of 
allotment 
upto end of 
financial 
year 2023-
24 

 

200/
= 

2702 
(M&R) 

Accorded 
Budgetary 
Provision 

   
          
             
         
              Sd/- 

Executive Engineer, 
                Irrigation Division, Tral. 

 
The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities, set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen / downloaded from the departmental website www.Jktenders.gov.in from :-  

1  Publishing date  25/10/2023 @18:00 hrs 
2  Download date start  25/10/2023 @ 18:00 hrs 
3  Bid Submission date start  25/10/2023 @ 18:00 hrs 
4  Bid Submission date Ends  01/11/2023 @ 18:00 hrs 
Date of opening  02/11/2023 @ 14:00 hrs 
 
The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website www.Jktenders.gov.in. 

1. The bids uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time, will be opened in the office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Tral 
in presence of the bidders who wish to attend. In case of holiday or any event hampering official work on opening date, the same bid will 
be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. 

2. The Department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. The bid submission date is the final date and 
can’t be extended in any manner.  

3. Documents to be appended :-  
a. Scanned copy of Registration card along with renewal for the year 2023-24.  
b. Scanned copy of card Reg. verification certificate. 
c. Scanned copy of CDR @ 02 % of contract value in shape of CDR / FDR else bid will be rejected for which the 

contractor is himself responsible and shall be released after completion report of the work will be submitted by 
concerned Assistant Executive Engineer/ AAO. 

d. Scanned copy of updated GST registration with latest GSTR-I and GSTR-3B along with verified PAN Number. 
e. Scanned copy of Tender Document fee in the shape of treasury receipt with S.No of work / Name of work (else 

tender will be rejected) deposited under MH-0701 Remittance in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division 
Tral payable at any Treasury Office. Other means can’t be accepted by tender opening authority.  

f. Scanned copy of Contact No. and valid email-ID.  
 If the tenderer fails to append any one of the above mentioned documents, his tender will be rejected instantly 

by the tender opening authority on his own responsibility. 
 All above mentioned documents must be scanned in color format, documents in Grayscale / black & white will 

be rejected by tender opening authority. 
4. Tender Opening authority can reject any bid of the contractor subject to the working performance of the contractor. 
5. The earnest money shall be forfeited if :- 

a. Any bidder / tenderer withdraw his bids /tender during the period of bid validity or make any modification in terms and 
conditions of the bid. 

b. The contractor fails to execute the agreement within 10 days after fixation of contract. 

6. Instruction to bidder regarding e-tendering process: - Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual 
from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website www.Jktenders.gov.in acquaint 
bid submission process.   

a. To participate in bidding process bidders have to get Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) as per 
information  

b. The bidder has to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. No Financial bid 
will be accepted in physical form 

c. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.  
7. On completion of contract the contractor shall be responsible to remove all un-used material and restore all work in its 

original position at his own cost.  
8. The work has to be executed in a systematic manner keeping in view over all Hygiene and Social Distancing aspect.  
9. No price escalation will be paid for completion of the work within stipulated time or extended date of completion due to any 

reason whatsoever. 
10. All items of work shall confirm to specifications as per relevant IS codes and as directed by the Engineer in Charge or his 

representatives.  
11. The contractor shall be responsible for carrying out the mandatory tests required or as decided by Engineer –In-Charge for 

the quality control at his own costs. The cost of conducting all tests shall be borne by the contractor and shall be deemed to 
have been include in the rates for various items of work and percentage rate tendered. Nothing extra is payable.  

12. In case of tie for the position of 1st lowest bidders the bid will be selected by lots process on the same date in presence of 1st 
lowest bidders. 

13. The contractor has to manage housing for labors, electricity, water storage for material watch and ward and other facilities on 
his own.  

14. The DLP shall be considered 6 months from the date of completion of the work.  
15. In case of any typographical error found in the rate list, the items shall be paid strictly as per J&K SOR 2020 and detailed 

estimate.  
16. Contractor has to start the execution of work within 03 days  from the date of issuance of allotment order / Letter of intent 

and the work should be completed within the stipulated time period, failing which penalty up to 10% will be deducted from 
your claim under rules. 

17. In case of unbalanced bid, the successful bidder shall have to produce 3% of Advertised cost as additional performance 
security in shape of CDR / FDR before fixation of the contract. This bears reference to Chief Engineer Kmr I&FC 
Department Srinagar’s Circular endorsed vide No: 14481-515  Dt:- 03/03/2023.  

 
 
 
 
   Sd/- 
No: IDT/2469-77                                                                                  Executive Engineer  
Date:  25 -10-2023                           Irrigation Division Tral.  
 
Copy to the-  
 

1. Chief Engineer Kmr Irrigation and Flood Control Department Kashmir, Srinagar for information please.     
2. Superintending Engineer Hydraulic Circle Pulwama H.Q Shopian for information. 

        3.         Deputy Director Information Department Srinagar for information with the request to publish the said NIT in  
                     at least two local leading daily news papers of Kmr. Province.  

4.          Assistant Executive Engineer Irrigation Sub- Division Tral-I, Tral –II and Rajpora/ Awantipora for information.    
      5-7.    Divisional Head Draftsman/Assistant Accounts Officer /Head Assistant for information. 

 8.         Notice Board. 
 

 

 

DIPK-11091/23 DATED: 27-10-2023

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. 
Business Support Division, 

Corporate Headquarters, 
Srinagar, M. A. Road Srinagar, 190001

On-line Request for Proposal (e-RFP)
for

Empanelment of Vendor(s) for Supply, 
Installation and comprehensive mainte-

nance of Note Counting Machines of Desk-
top as well as Floor Type for use at Various 
Branches / Currency Chests of the Bank on 

Pan India basis
Tender Notice along with Complete Tender document outlin-
ing the minimum requirements can be downloaded from and 
BIDs can be submitted on the Banks’ e-Tendering Portal 
https://jkbank.abcprocure.com w.e.f. October 30, 2023, 
16.00 Hrs. Tender Document can also be downloaded from 
Bank’s Official Website www.jkbank.com. Last date for 
submission of Bids is November 21, 2023, 17.00 Hrs. 

e-RFP Ref.No.: JKB/CHQ/BSD/Empanelment-NCM/2023-851
Dated: 25-10-2023

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India
CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928;

 E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

DIPK-NB-3854/23
DATED: 27-10-2023

From the office of;
Advocate Owais Sultan

In the case of: Mohammad Rafiq Nengroo
S/O Late Abdul Ahad Nengroo R/O Narkara Gurtang Budgam

(Caveators)
Vs

Public at Large
(Non Caveator)

In the matter of Petition in terms of Section 148-A CPC

The caveators have reason to believe that Non-Caveator may 
file any Application, Petition, Appeal, Suit or any other type 
of proceeding before the Hon'ble Court and on the ground 
of distorted facts/misrepresentation and cooked story and 
may succeed in obtaining some relief/order at their back/in 
ex-party against the caveators and in such eventuality the 
caveators will be put to irreparable loss and inconvenience. 
It would be proper that caveators be given an opportunity of 
being heard by the Hon'ble court before passing any order in 
the interest of justice.

nj Sd/advocate
nj nj
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5 :21

ZUHR 12:15

ASR 4: 07

Magrib 5:48
ISHA 7: 09

•	 306 -  Maxentius proclaimed Emperor of Rome
•	 312  - Emperor Constantine the Great beats rival 

Maxentius at the Battle of the Milvian Bridge
•	 1420  - Beijing is declared the capital of the Ming dynasty 

under the Yongle Emperor
•	 1492  - Christopher Columbus sights Cuba and claims it 

for Spain under the name "Juana"
•	 1516 -  Battle of Yaunis Khan: Turkish forces under the 

Grand Vizier Sinan Pasha defeat the Mameluks near 
Gaza

•	 1531  - Battle of Amba Sel: Imam Ahmad ibn Ibrihim al-
Ghazi again defeats the army of Lebna Dengel, Emperor 
of Ethiopia. The southern part of Ethiopia falls under 
Imam 

•	 1740 -  Ivan VI becomes Tsar of Russia [OS=Oct 17]
•	 1831  - Michael Faraday demonstrates his dynamo 

invention, an electrical generator
•	 1864  - Second Battle at Fair Oaks, Virginia, ends with 

1554 casualties
•	 1864  - Battle of Wauhatchie, Tennessee
•	 1886 -  Statue of Liberty dedicated by US President 

Grover Cleveland, celebrated by first confetti (ticker 
tape) parade in New York City

•	 1914 -  German battle cruiser Goeben enters Black Sea
•	 1916 - Australian government holds a national 

referendum seeking support for the proposal of 
compulsory conscription; it is rejected

•	 1918  - Czechoslovakia gains independence as Austria-
Hungary breaks up

•	 1922 - Benito Mussolini takes control of Italy’s 
government

•	 1924 - French-Russian trade agreement signed
•	 1943 - German submarine U-220 sunk by US aircraft in 

the Atlantic
•	 1944 - Russia &amp; Bulgaria sign weapons pact
•	 1946 - German rocket engineers begin work in USSR
•	 1948 - Flag of Israel is adopted
•	 1954 - Nobel Prize for Literature is awarded to Ernest 

Hemingway
•	 1962 - Radio Moscow reports nuclear missiles in Cuba 

deactivated
•	 1970 - US/USSR sign an agreement to discuss joint 

space efforts
•	 1971 - Great Britain becomes 6th nation to have a 

satellite (Prospero) in orbit

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
12 Rabi-Ul-Sani 
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From KO Archives

MoU Contained 
Some Deficiencies 
Observer News Service 

S
RINAGAR: In a candid admission, the chief minister, 
Dr Fa¬rooq Abdullah, today said the Centre had taken 
him for a ride when the former union energy Minister 
P K Kumaramanglam, obtained his signatures on the 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) whose contents later 
turned out to be detrimental to the state’s interests 

According to a CNS report Dr Abdullah told the state 
assem¬bly during an obituary reference to the late Kumara-
manglam that a MoU had been signed between him and union 
minister. However, when the documents were prepared the 
union energy minister allegedly with malafide intentions, ob-
tained his signa¬tures on such papers which, on closer scrutiny 
later revealed that these were against the interests of the state. 

However an official handout issued today said the chief 
min¬ister had said “the MoU signed by him with the then union 
en¬ergy minister had been signed in good faith to benefit the 
State.” However the handout said “Later on the state officials 
pointed out some deficiencies.” He said he immediately up the 
matter with Kumaramanglam who “readily agreed”. But before 
correc¬tion could be effected, the union Minister passed away. 
“These clauses have to be modified to protest the interests of the 
State’” Dr. Abdullah added. 

When contacted the principal secretary power develop-
ment department Ajit Kumar told Observer News Service, the 
‘defi¬ciencies pertained to the state’s claim for reimbursement 
of the expenditure it had already incurred on the power proj-
ects. The MoU did not mention this. However, Kumar said the 
Centre had agreed to reimburse the expenditure and necessary 
modifica¬tions would be incorporated in the MoU shortly. 

(Kashmir Observer, October 28, 2000)

Devotees Flock Dastgeer Sahib (R.A) 
Shrine In Srinagar On Annual “Urs”

PIC: Abid Bhat/KO

                                                                      
No: DEO/Ang/SSR/2023/                                          Dated: 25-10-2023 
Subject:  Revised Schedule for Special Summary Revision of Electoral Rolls with reference to   
                 01-01-2024 as the qualifying date.  
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

  Election Commission of India has issued revised schedule for conduct of Special 
Summary Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls w.r.t. 01-01-2024 as the qualifying date. The different 
stages of the revision are detailed below:- 
S.No.  Revision Activity Timeline 

1 Publication of Integrated draft Electoral Rolls       27-10-2023 ( Friday) 

2 Period for filing claims and objections 
From    27-10-2023 ( Friday)    to 

          09-12-2023 ( Saturday) 

3 Special Campaign dates 

     04-11-2023  ( Saturday) 
  05-11-2023   (Sunday) 

     18-11-2023   ( Saturday) 
  19-11-2023    (Sunday) 

 

4 Disposal of Claims and Objections By  26-12-2023  (Tuesday) 

5 

(i) Checking of health parameters 
and obtaining Commission’s 
permission for final publication. 

(ii) Updating database and printing of 
supplements. 

By    01-01-2024 (Monday) 

6 Final Publication of Electoral Roll 05-01-2024 (Friday) 
             

 The Draft Photo Electoral Rolls have been published on 27-10-2023 at all the Polling 
Stations, Offices of Assistant Electoral Registration Officers, and Electoral Registration Officers 
and District Election Officer for public inspection. Any person attaining 18 years age as on           
01-01-2024 or who have been left out is eligible for registration as voter in the electoral roll. 
Similarly the persons with incorrect particulars/entry in the roll can also apply before the concerned 
ERO/AERO and BLO for modification within the prescribed schedule. The necessary forms for 
inclusion in Form-6, Objection to the inclusion of name in Form-7, Correction of the 
entry/transposition of entry/replacement of EPIC and Marking of PWD  in Form-8  have been kept 
available at all the above designated places for supplying free of cost to the public. Besides this the 
advance applications of those persons who shall achieve the qualifying age with reference to the 
two subsequent qualifying dates i.e. 1st April, 1st July & 1st October shall also be received during 
revision exercise. The disposal of such advance forms/claims shall be completed in the first month 
of concerned quarter only.  

 
   However, online applications can also be filed by a person for inclusion, objection to the 
inclusion of name, correction or transposition of entry in the electoral rolls by login @ 
www.voters.eci.gov.in and Voter Helpline App.   

                   Sd/- 
              District Election Officer, 
                Anantnag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the District Election 
Officer, Anantnag

Ph:  01932-222291, 222337 (Office)         Fax: 01932-22291            email: entanantnag@nic.in

“Greater participation for a Stronger Democracy”  

DIPK-11100/23
DATED: 27-10-2023

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL 
OFFICER GANDERBAL

Old Hospital Road, Duderhama Ganderbal
Telephone/Fax:0194-2416244 Email:ganderbalcom@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor J&K(UT) sealed Tenders are invited from registered dealers for sup-
ply of heating Commercial gas cylinders (19 Kg) during the winter season 2023-24 to Chief Medical 
Office Ganderbal as per the requirement to be submitted by the Office authorities. The tender has to 
intimate the amount of rebate per cylinder and as per approved rates of the company. The Tender 
should reach the office of undersigned within 10 days from the date of publication and as per the 
terms and conditions given below.
1. The supplies should be authorized dealer of LPG Company.
2. The Gas cylinder must be sealed and will be accepted after proper weight check as per the 
schedule of the company norms.
3. The leakage underweight cylinders shall not be accepted and will be responsibility of the 
firm for replacement.
4. The firm has to submit undertaking the supplies will be arranged as per the supply order 
and proper time and in case firms fails to supply the Gas, supplies will be arranged from L2.
5. The supplies should reach in the store of the CMO Office.

          Sd/
        Chief Medical Officer
          Ganderbal.
No: - CMO/Gbl/Tender 2023/10074-76           
:DIPK-11051/23 
Dated: -27.10.2023.     

Public Notice
My name & Parentage  has 
been wronlgy written in my 
passport  as Hazik Bin Af-
zal Father’s Name:  Mohd 
Afzal Bhat Mother’s Name: 
Shabeena while my correct 
name & parentage is Hazik 
Bin Afzal Bhat Father’s 
Name:  Mohammad Afzal 
Bhat Mother’s name: Sha-
beena Afzal which needs to 
be corrected.
If anybody is having any ob-
jection he/she may contact 
passport office, Srinagar 
within 7 days. After 7 days 
no objection will be ac-
cepted. 

inf

nj

nj

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Thousands of dev-
otees from across the valley 
converged at Dastgeer Sa-
hab shrines in Khanyar and 
Sarai Payeen in Srinagar on 
the annual Urs of 11th cen-
tury Sufi saint on Friday.

The biggest congrega-
tion on the occasion was 
held at the Dastgeer Sahib 
Shrine in the Khanyar, 
where a sizable number of 
devotees joined in the night-
long prayers (Shab Kha-
wani) to pay homage to the 
Sufi saint.

At Sarai Bala Dastgeer 
Sahib Shrine, hundreds of 
devotees including men, 
women, and children paid 
reverence and participated 
in congregational prayers 
during a similar gathering.

Congregational prayers 
on the Urs of Peer Dastgeer 
Sahab (R.A) were also held 
at Asar Sharif Anchar Soura 
Srinagar, Baramulla and 
Bandipora in north Kashmir.

Devotees from length 
and breadth of the valley 

thronged Khanyar to have a 
glimpse of the holy relic lo-
cally known as Mouia Pak, a 
hair strand of Hazrat Sheikh 
Abdul Qadir Gilani (R.A).

Chief cleric of the 

shrine or Sajjada Nisheen, 
displayed the holy relic af-
ter every prayer beginning 
from Fajr (dawn prayer) 
while Devotees with moist 
eyes amid recitation of vers-

es from holy  Quran sought 
blessings for them and that 
of their loved ones from al-
mighty on the occasion.

Emotional scenes were 
also witnessed on the Urs 
with devotees especially 
women crying on having 
the glimpse of holy relic.

Chairperson of Waqf 
Board Jammu and Kashmir 
Darakhshan Andrabi vis-
ited the holy shrine of Dast-
geer Sahib at Khanyar day 
before yesterday and paid 
obeisance and took stock of 
the arrangements placed for 
the visiting devotees.

The eleven day of Urs 
Hazrat Sheikh Syed Abdul 
Qadir Jeelani began on 16th 
of this month with elaborate 
arrangements put in place 
by the administration for 
the devotees.

The annual Urs of Haz-
rat Sheikh Syed Abdul Qa-
dir Jeelani begins on 1st 
day of Rabi Al Thani during 
which special prayers are 
held every day till 11th day 
of Rabi Al Thani.

Friday Prayers Not Allowed 
At Srinagar's Jamia Masjid

Press Trust Of India

S
rinagar: Congre-
gational prayers 
at the historic 
Jamia Masjid in 

the city were barred for 
the third consecutive 
Friday amid apprehen-
sion of protests against 
the Israeli action in 
Gaza, officials said.

The grand mosque, 
located in the Nowhat-
ta area of the city, re-
mained locked and se-
curity personnel were 
deployed around it to 

maintain law and or-
der, they said.

Hurriyat Confer-
ence led by Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq, who 
also is the chief priest 
of Kashmir, said the 
repeated closure of the 
historic Jamia Mas-
jid and the Mirwaiz's 
"house detention" are 
"reminders of the situ-
ation in J-K and its 
fragile normalcy".

It said Kashmiris 
stand with the people 
of Palestine irrespec-
tive of bans and re-
strictions on them.

Daraksha Andrabi Unveils 
'Genie' In Srinagar
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Dr. Darkshan 
Andrabi, Chairperson 
of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Waqf Board 
and Minister of State, 
unveiled 'Genie,' a 
revolutionary educa-
tion product designed 
to transform teaching 
techniques in schools. 
The event saw an elite 
gathering of school 
owners and distin-
guished guests.

The 'Genie' launch 
event marked a sig-
nificant collaboration 
between the 'Genie' 
company and Eduwire 
Education India Pvt Ltd, 
a prominent Kashmir-
based firm. Syed Moo-
saib Shah, the Founder 
Director of Eduwire 
Education India Pvt Ltd, 
shared his insights on 
the innovative product's 
potential to revolution-
ize the education sector.

He expressed confi-
dence that 'Genie' would 
bring about positive 
changes in the way 
education is delivered 
in schools.

Dr. Darkshan An-

drabi, who was the chief 
guest on the occasion, in 
her address, emphasized 
the importance of inno-
vation in education and 
commended the collabo-
ration between 'Genie' 
and Eduwire Education 
India Pvt Ltd.

She acknowledged 
the potential of 'Genie' 
to enhance the teaching 
techniques in schools 
and create a more effec-
tive and engaging learn-
ing environment.

'Genie' is expected 
to provide a compre-
hensive solution to 
educators, enabling 
them to deliver high-
quality content and 
engage students in a 
more interactive and 
immersive way. The 
product is set to play a 
vital role in enhancing 
the education sector in 
Kashmir and beyond.

The event was 
attended by esteemed 
school owners, educa-
tional experts, and key 
stakeholders in the 
education industry, who 
were enthusiastic about 
the potential of 'Genie' to 
make a lasting impact on 
the field of education.
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After Finding South 
No Safer, Gazans 
Head Back North

'Israel' Delays Ground Invasion As 
US Readies For Blowback: WSJ

Agencies

KHAN YUNIS: When Israel 
warned civilians to leave 
northern Gaza, Rahma Saqal-
lah and her family fled south. 
But after Israeli bombs killed 
her husband and three of her 
children, she decided to head 
back home.

“Wherever we go, we will 
die,” Saqallah said, as she 
prepared to leave the city of 
Khan Yunis, in the south of 
the territory to return to Gaza 
City with her surviving child.

She is among roughly 
600,000 Palestinians who 
went south in response to 
Israel’s warning to evacuate 

“for your own safety”.
But repeated deadly 

strikes on the south of the 
territory in recent days have 
prompted 30,000 of the dis-
placed to head back home, 
according to UN figures.

Many were in any case 
struggling to find shelter 
in Khan Yunis, an already 
densely populated city 
which has been swamped 
by the influx of families 
fleeing the north.

On Wednesday, before 
leaving, Saqallah said: “My 
husband and my three sons, 
Daoud, Moham mad and 
Majed, became martyrs on 
Tuesday at dawn.”

'DIE IN OUR OWN HOMES’
Her husband was 47, her 

son Majed 9, and Daoud 18, 
while Mohammad was due to 
“celebrate his 15th birthday 
today (Wednes day)”, she said.

The strike “destroyed the 
second and third floors” of 
the apartment building in 
which multiple families, 
around 60 people, were 
sheltering, she said.

It killed 11 members of 
her extended family and 26 
people from other families.

“From my family, only me 
and my daughter Raghad 
(17) are still alive. We are 
alive but I cannot say that 
we are well,” she said.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUDGAM
Subject: Auction of Entry Fee / Terminal Tax Collection contract for the year 2023-24 and 2024- 25 w.e.f. 08-11 -2023 to 07-11 -2024.

AUCTION NOTICE.
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT, term e-tenders (in single cover system) are invited from the interested persons / parties for 
Auction of Adda/Entry Fee / Terminal Tax of Municipal Council Budgam, for the year 2023-24 and 2024-25 w.e.f. 08-11- 2023 to 07-11-2024 
for a period of 365 days. The Minimum reserved bid is fixed for Rs.65,00,000/- (Rupees Sixty-Five Lacs Only). The Tax/rate schedule of the 
vehicles is detailed in the tender notice and the successful highest bidder is bound to recover Entry Fee as per the same schedule. The critical 
dates are detailed as under:_
1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 25-10.2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 25-10-2023 to 03.11.2023
3 Bid submission Start Date 25-10.2023 from 5.00 PM
4 Bid submission End Date 03.11.2023 upto 11.00 AM

5 Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) , 04.11.2023 at 02.00 AM in the office of the Executive Officer, Municipal Council 
Budgam.

6 Submission of Performance Security (PS)
The highest bidder, has to deposit 10% of contact value cost, on spot at the 
declaration of highest bidder and same will be forfeited if terms and conditions 
shall be breached.

7
Mode of Payment

10% token money on spot after evaluation of successful bidder (Technical/ Fi-
nancial Evaluation). 65% to be deposited on the time of possession of posts. 25% 
after three months from date of possession, for which successful bidder shall 
submit the irrevocable bank guarantee from any nationalized bank within seven 
days from the date of possession, failing which the contract shall be cancelled, 
without any intimation.

8 Cash deposit Rs. 100000/- pledged to Accounts officer MC Budgam at the time 
of opening of bid (CDR) in original

The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on website www.jktenders.gov.in. The bids of the responsive bidders shall be opened online 
on the same website in the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Municipal Council Budgam.
NO:-MC/Bud/2023-24/4338-44 Chief Executive Officer,
Dated: 25-10-2023 Municipal Council 
 Budgam 

DIPK-NB-3838-23
DT: 27/10/2023

Agencies

'Israel's' ground invasion of 
the Gaza Strip will be delayed 
to give the United States the 
chance to transfer additional air 
defense systems into the Mid-
dle East, The Wall Street Journal 
reported, citing sources.

The US Department of State 
had previously stated that it 
would be transferring air de-
fense assets to the Middle East 
to protect its troops and assets 
in the region.

WSJ says the US will de-
ploy 12 air defense systems to 
counter attacks on its troops 
in Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates. Furthermore, 
concerned Israeli officials 
have agreed to delay an ex-
pected ground invasion of the 
Gaza Strip until the air defense 
systems are set up as early as 
later this week.

Unnamed US officials told 
the newspaper that the US 
expects its troops and bases to 
be attacked by several groups 
in the region when the ground 
invasion ensues.

"Israel" is also said to be 
taking this opportunity to re-
trieve some of the captives 
held by the Resistance in Gaza 
in exchange for humanitarian 
aid, which it has blocked off 
more than 2 million people for 
more than two weeks.

At least 24 US military per-
sonnel were wounded by suc-
cessful attacks by Resistance 
factions in Iraq, in response 
to the ongoing massacres in 
Gaza.

The US has been a major 
backer of the Israeli aggres-
sion on Gaza, providing the 
Israeli war cabinet with the 
diplomatic, logistical, and 
military cover to carry out its 
crimes against the Palestinian 
people.

Earlier on Wednesday, the 
US Embassy in Kuwait issued 
a security alert confirming 
threats against US military 
bases in Kuwait, which were 
posted on X.

The embassy's statement 
read that it was "aware of 
threats made on social media 
by Alwiyat al-Waad al-Haq, a 
militia group in Iraq, against 
US military bases in Kuwait."

It added, "As a result, the US 

Embassy in Kuwait is limit-
ing its activity on US military 
bases to essential and official 
events only," adding that US 
citizens are advised to "re-
main alert".

This comes after the Alwiyat 
al-Waad al-Haq (True Promise 
Brigades) who identify them-
selves as the "sons of the Ara-
bian Peninsula" affirmed that 
"patience has limits in the 
face of what we are witness-
ing today against the Palestin-
ian people," declaring that the 
group considers US bases in 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates "legitimate targets".

The US-orchestrated war on 
Gaza might bring the Middle 
East into a regional war, as 
multiple officials that belong 
to the Axis of Resistance have 
warned against the continued 
massacring of the Palestinian 
people, promising to take fur-
ther action.

Indian Troops Need To 
Leave Maldives, Says 
Incoming President

India Will Fight Legal Battle 
To Bring Back Its Eight 
Nationals From Qatar: BJP OPS, Laptop For College Students, 

English Medium Schools Among 
Rajasthan CM's 5 Guarantees

Odisha: 14-Year-Old-Girl Pedals Trolley 35 
Km To Carry Injured Father To Hospital

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India will fight 
a legal battle to bring back all 
eight former Indian Navy per-
sonnel who have been handed 
down death sentence by a 
court in Qatar, the BJP said on 
Friday.

Replying to a related ques-
tion at a press conference here 
at the party headquarters, BJP 
national spokesperson Ajay 
Alok said the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs is already looking 
into the matter.

"And, India has duly placed 
its stand also on the issue," he 
told reporters.

"We are surprised to see that 
such things also happen. We 
will fight a legal battle in this 
matter. The international court 
of justice is there. I think gov-
ernment of India will place its 
stand and we will definitely 
succeed in bringing them back 
from there," Alok added.

The eight former Indian Navy 
personnel were on Thursday 
handed down death sentence 
by a court in Qatar, a verdict 
that was described as "deeply 
shocking" by India as it vowed 
to explore all legal options in 
the case.

The Indian nationals, who 

worked with private company 
Al Dahra, were arrested in Au-
gust last year reportedly in an 
alleged case of espionage. Nei-
ther the Qatari authorities nor 
New Delhi made the charges 
against the Indian nationals 
public.

"We have initial information 
that the Court of First Instance 
of Qatar has today passed a 
judgement in the case involv-
ing eight Indian employees of 
Al Dahra company," the MEA 
said on Thursday.

"We are deeply shocked by 
the verdict of death penalty and 
are awaiting the detailed judge-
ment. We are in touch with the 
family members and the legal 
team, and we are exploring all 
legal options," it said.

The MEA said it will continue 
to extend all consular and legal 
assistance to the Indians.

Agencies

Maldives intends to be "ful-
ly independent" and will 

ask Indian troops stationed 
in the island nation to leave, 
says President-elect Mohamed 
Muizzu, as New Delhi and Bei-
jing both vie for influence in 
the region.

In a heated election cam-
paign, Muizzu had accused 
incumbent Ibrahim Solih of al-
lowing India unchecked sway 
over the island nation's affairs 
and of surrendering the coun-
try's sovereignty by allowing 
Indian troops to be stationed 
there.

"It happens to be Indian for-
eign military presence here," 
Muizzu, the newly elected 
head of the Indian Ocean archi-
pelago, said in a wide-ranging 
interview to Bloomberg TV. He 
added that his reaction would 
be the same if the troops were 
of any other country.

Around 70 Indian military 
personnel maintain New Delhi-
sponsored radar stations and 
surveillance aircrafts. Indian 
warships help patrol Maldives' 
exclusive economic zone.

Muizzu said he has already 
begun negotiations with the 
Indian government on remov-

ing its military presence, call-
ing those talks "very successful 
already."

"We want a bilateral rela-
tionship that's mutually ben-
eficial," Muizzu said, adding 
that Indian soldiers won't be 
replaced by troops from other 
countries. Asking India to re-
move military personnel no 
way indicates "that I'm going 
to allow China or any other 
country to bring their military 
troops here," he said.

Muizzu's win extends the 
tug-of-war between China 
and India for influence over 
the strategically located In-
dian Ocean. Successive gov-
ernments have tilted either to-
ward India or China. Both Asian 
powerhouses have invested 
heavily in upgrading Maldives 
infrastructure and extended 
loans, as they compete with 
each other.

The US and its allies such as 
Japan and Australia are look-
ing to isolate an increasingly 
assertive and assured Beijing 
and have invested heavily in 
propping-up New Delhi as a re-
gional counterweight and key 
partner in Asia. That seemed to 
pay off as Muizzu's predeces-
sor, Solih steered the country 
closer to India.
SEEKING COOPERATION

Muizzu now promises to 
change tack by removing In-
dia troops and addressing the 
adverse trade balance with the 
South Asian neighbor.

"We want assistance, coop-
eration with all the countries," 
Muizzu said, dismissing the 
notion that the elections were 
a referendum on closer ties 
with either China or India.

Press Trust of India

Chitrakoot: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Friday said the 
Ram temple in Ayodhya will 
soon be ready, and hailed the 
contribution of Hindu spiritual 
leader Jagadguru Rambhadra-
charya in its making.

Speaking at a public func-
tion at Tulsi Peeth of Jagadguru 
Rambhadracharya at Chitrakoot 
in Madhya Pradesh, the PM also 
said that Sanskrit is not only the 
language of traditions, but also 
of our progress and identity.

"...Jagadguru Rambhadracha-
rya ji has played a big role in 
fulfilling one of the dreams of 
every countrymen - the Ram 
temple, for which you have 
contributed so much, in and 
outside the court, is also going 
to be ready," the prime minis-
ter said as Hindu leaders pres-
ent at the gathering cheered.

He also mentioned the in-
vitation given to him by the 
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra for the consecration 
ceremony of the Ram temple, 
which is expected to take place 
on January 22.

Praising Jagadguru Ramb-
hadracharya for his wisdom, 
the prime minister said, "This 
level of wisdom is never per-
sonal, this wisdom is a national 
treasure." The PM also remem-
bered his contribution in the 
Swachh Bharat Mission as one 
of the nine key ambassadors.

On the occasion, he released 
three books 'Ashtadhyayi 
Bhashya', 'Ramanandacharya 
Charitam' and 'Bhagwan Shri 
Krishna ki Rashtraleela' written 
by Jagadguru Rambhadracharya.

PM Modi said national goals 
like cleanliness, health and Clean 
Ganga are being realised now.

Talking about Sanskrit lan-
guage, he said efforts were made 
to uproot the culture and heri-
tage of India during the thou-
sand year old era of slavery.

"The slave mentality which 
was carried forward by certain 
individuals resulted in a feeling 
of enmity towards Sanskrit...
Sanskrit is not only the lan-
guage of traditions, it is also 
the language of our progress 
and identity," he said, and high-
lighted his government's efforts 
in the past nine years to pro-
mote Sanskrit in the country.

The PM also expressed confi-
dence that Chitrakoot will scale 
new heights of development.

Tulsi Peeth, an important 
religious and social service in-
stitution in Chitrakoot, was es-
tablished by Jagadguru Ramb-
hadracharya in 1987 and is one 
of the leading publishers of 
Hindu religious literature.

After his arrival in Chitrakoot 
earlier in the day, PM Modi of-
fered prayers at the famous Ra-
ghubir temple and addressed a 
function to mark the birth cen-
tenary celebrations of industri-
alist late Arvind Bhai Mafatlal.

Ram Temple In 
Ayodhya Will Be Ready 
Soon, Says PM Modi

Press Trust of India

JAIPUR: Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot on Friday an-
nounced five guarantees for the 
people of the state, including 
a law on Old Pension Scheme, 
buying cow dung and providing 
a laptop or a tablet to govern-
ment college students, if his 
government is reelected in the 
November 25 elections.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, the Congress leader 
also attacked the Centre alleg-
ing a misuse of the Enforce-
ment Directorate.

"A chief minister (Bhupesh 
Baghel) had to say that more 
than dogs, it's the ED that is on 
the prowl in the country. (Desh 
me kutton se jyada ED ghum 
rahi hai). What could be a bigger 
misfortune than this?" he said.

"Whatever comment he must 
have made, you can understand 
that he must have done that in 
great pain," Gehlot told the 
press conference. "You (agen-
cies) have become a political 
weapon. Modi ji, you do not un-
derstand, your countdown has 
begun." The ED raided premis-

es of state Congress chief Gov-
ind Singh Dotasra on Thursday.

Gehlot said the ED targeted 
the Congress leader because he 
is quite vocal against the BJP.

Announcing his five guaran-
tees, Gehlot promised school 
education in English medium, 
buying cow dung at Rs 2 per 
kg under 'godhan scheme' and 
Rs 15-lakh insurance cover for 
losses in natural disasters.

He also said a law will be 
passed to ensure the Old Pen-
sion Scheme for government 
employees so that no future 
dispensation can stop OPS. He 
said students taking admission 
in government colleges will be 
given a tablet or a laptop in the 
first year.

PM Modi is following our 
'guarantee model', he claimed.

Press Trust of India

BHADRAK: A 14-year-old girl ped-
alled a trolley rickshaw 35 km to 
take her injured father to the district 
headquarters hospital (DHH) in Odi-
sha's Bhadrak.

The incident happened on October 
23 but came to light on Thursday 
when some local people and jour-
nalists spotted the girl near Mohatab 
Chhak in Bhadrak town while she 
was taking her father back home on 
the trolley.

The girl Sujata Sethi (14) of Nadi-
gan village took her injured father 
to Dhamnagar hospital, about 14 km 
away from her village, pedalling her 
father's trolley.

However, doctors asked her to 
shift her father to Bhadrak DHH. She 
pedalled the trolley 35 km to bring 
her father to the district hospital on 
October 23. Her father Sambhunath 
was injured in a group clash on Oc-
tober 22, sources said.

According to Sujata, doctors at 
Bhadrak DHH advised her to go back 
and come after a week for an operation.

"I neither have money to hire a 
private vehicle nor a mobile phone 

to call the ambulance. So, I used my 
father's trolley to bring him (Samb-
hunath) to the hospital,” she said.

After getting information about 
the incident, Bhadrak MLA Sanjib 
Mallick and former Dhamnagar MLA 
Rajendra Das reached the girl and 
extended necessary help.

Bhadrak Chief District Medical Of-

ficer (CDMO) Santanu Patra said the 
patient was admitted on October 23 
for treatment. He was advised for an 
operation after a week.

"We have no provision for ambu-
lance service to return the patients 
to home ... He will remain in the hos-
pital till the end of the treatment," 
Patra said.
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Constant Endeavour From 
Across LoC To Disturb 
Peace In J&K: Army
27 Terrorists Eliminated During 10 Infiltration Attempts: GoC Kalia

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: There is a constant 
endeavour from across the 
Line of Control (LoC) to disturb 
peace and vitiate the security 
environment in Jammu and 
Kashmir as normalcy has not 
gone down well with the in-
imical elements, a senior army 
officer said on Friday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Operation Shikanja 
launched along the LoC in 
Machil sector in north Kash-
mir's Kupwara, where five mili-
tants were killed while trying 
to infiltrate, General Officer 
Commanding (Vajr Division) 
Major General Girish Kalia said 
the security forces are commit-
ted to defeat any attempt of the 
enemy to disrupt the security 
situation in the Union territory.

"Normalcy and prosper-
ity in Kashmir have not gone 
down well with the inimical 
elements. That is why there 
is a constant endeavour from 
across the LoC to disturb peace 
and vitiate the security envi-
ronment in J-K," Maj Gen Kalia 
told reporters at Kupwara.

"In the last eight months, 
we have had 10 such attempts 
in our divisional area of re-
sponsibility, which have re-
sulted in the elimination of 
27 terrorists, and recovery of 
a large quantity of war-like 

stores," he said.
The GoC said the security forc-

es have also recovered a huge 
quantity of narcotics which es-
tablishes a deep nexus between 
defence establishments in Paki-
stan and terrorist groups.

They are all determined to 
create disturbance in the val-
ley and impact the future gen-
erations in Jammu and Kash-
mir, he added.

Maj Gen Kalia said the secu-
rity forces are working in com-
plete synergy and are commit-
ted to defeat any attempt of 
the enemy to disrupt the se-
curity situation in the Kashmir 
valley with firm resoluteness 
and steadfast commitment.

Colonel Rajat Birman, com-
manding officer of the 56 
Rashtrya Rifles unit which is 
involved in the anti-infiltra-
tion operation, gave details 
about the operation.

He said based on specific in-

telligence input regarding an 
infiltration attempt by a group 
of foreign terrorists, a joint 
operation was launched in the 
Machil sector along the LoC on 
the night of October 25/26.

"Multiple ambushes were 
laid by security forces ahead 
of the anti-infiltration fence 
along the LoC. The area is 
thickly forested with dense 
foliage. Taking advantage of 
difficult terrain and dense veg-
etation, a group of five terror-
ists infiltrated from across the 
LoC," he said.

On October 26, around 1010 
hours, the infiltrating terror-
ists were intercepted by alert 
troops. The terrorist opened fire 
and attempted to flee. In the in-
tense firefight that ensued and 
continued through the day, the 
troops employed modern sur-
veillance devices and quadcop-
ters to locate the terrorists in 
the difficult terrain, he said.

Centre Lacks Courage To 
Hold Polls In J&K: Omar

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The BJP government 
at the Centre lacks the cour-
age to hold polls in Jammu and 
Kashmir and even the parlia-
mentary elections would not 
be held here had it not been a 
matter of compulsion, 
National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah 
has claimed.

"In the Supreme 
Court, they (BJP-led 
Central government) 
said that elections to 
urban local bodies 
and panchayats will be held. 
But there is no notification. 
The challenges encountered 
in Kargil (LAHDC-Kargil) polls 
would extend across Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said.

"The last Assembly elections 
were held in 2014. We have been 
under the governor's rule for five 
years. There have been claims of 
significant improvements post-
2019. If so, why the delay in elec-
tions?" Abdullah posed.

The NC leader claimed that 
the reluctance to hold elections 
stems from the BJP's apprehen-
sion about facing the electorate. 
The BJP exudes confidence in the 
public but a palpable fear lies 
within their ranks, he asserted.

"They are well aware of the 
public's sentiment. Conducting 
parliamentary elections is their 
compulsion. If they weren't com-

pelled, they wouldn't even hold a 
parliamentary election," Abdul-
lah told reporters in Poonch dis-
trict on Thursday evening.

"They shy away from facing 
the people. There will be no 
Panchayat, BDC, DDC, urban lo-
cal body or assembly elections 

before the parliamen-
tary polls," he said.

"LAHDC-Kargil poll 
results proved their 
apprehensions. The 
NC-Congress alliance 
secured 22 out of 26 
seats. Even the two 
Independent candi-

dates who won in the polls 
extended their support for us," 
the NC leader said.

Abdullah assured daily wa-
gers in Jammu and Kashmir 
that elections were inevitable 
and they would be regularised 
once the NC came to power.

"Rest assured, elections will 
be held sooner or later. Once 
the NC government assumes 
power, we will move towards 
regularizing the status of daily 
wagers," he affirmed.

Abdullah alleged that the MP 
from Jammu never prioritised 
the welfare of the people.

"It is now our duty to careful-
ly select the NC candidate. I will 
engage with every segment 
across the 16 to 17 assembly 
segments in this parliamentary 
seat, ensuring everyone's voice 
is heard.

Wullar Lake Phase-II

Rs. 59.59 Cr Allocated For 
Conservation, Tourism promotion

Agencies

SRINAGAR: An allocation of Rs. 
59.59 crore for Phase-II has been 
approved by the Wullar Conserva-
tion and Management Authority 
(WUCMA) to support the Integrat-
ed Management plan for Conser-
vation of Wullar Lake, with the 
goal of attracting tourists, enhanc-
ing the lake's beauty, and restoring 
its former grandeur

Deputy Commissioner Ban-
dipora, Dr Owais Ahmad said that 
comprehensive efforts have been 
taken to safeguard and protect 
Wullar Lake, with the government 
having sanctioned a work program 
with a budget of Rs. 59.59 crore for 
the fiscal year 2023-24.

“Key initiatives within this pro-
gram included water manage-
ment, the completion of Wullar 
Walkway Phase-II, the implemen-
tation of various eco-development 
projects, the creation of a cycling 
track around the lake, the intro-
duction of water sports, and the 
inclusion of Shikara boats,” he 
added.

He stated that a holistic ecotour-
ism plan for Wullar Lake is in prog-
ress, reflecting the government's 
commitment to position the lake 
as a prominent tourist destina-
tion, and officials are dedicated to 
executing the conservation work 
plan with a focus on benefiting lo-
cal communities.

Regarding the selection of loca-
tions for lake beautification, the 
DC said that the picturesque Zuri-
manz village, often referred to as 
"Bangladesh," has been chosen as 
an idyllic destination for both do-
mestic and foreign tourists. This 
choice includes plans for intro-
ducing water sports activities and 
various other initiatives.

“An enchanting pedestrian 
pathway is currently under devel-
opment around the lake, poised to 
captivate an increasing number of 

tourists. Further enhancements 
are planned for this phase,” he 
added.

Over the past 30 years, Wular 
Lake has faced a decline in its car-
rying capacity due to deforestation 
and encroachment, leading to wa-
ter quality deterioration caused by 
the disposal of untreated sewage 
and solid waste, alongside issues 
like blocked inlet and outlet chan-
nels and forest degradation in the 
catchment areas.

Although the Wullar Conserva-
tion and Management Authority 
(WUCMA) was established for lake 
conservation in September 2012, 
substantial progress began only 
in May of the previous year. The 
project's first phase, focused on 
ecotourism development, involves 
an expenditure of ₹200 crore from 
the Union Territory's fund, with 
a total estimated project cost of 
₹1,600 crore.

In addition to land and water 
resource management, WUCMA 
focused on preserving biodiver-
sity, promoting ecotourism, creat-
ing a lake shoreline, establishing 
recreational parks, bird-watching 
spots, and constructing the Wular 
Boulevard.

Recently, the second meeting of 
the WUCMA was chaired by Prin-
cipal Secretary for Forest, Ecology, 
and Environment, Dheeraj Gupta. 
The meeting included a review 
of progress on various wetland 
conservation projects, notably the 
Integrated Management Plan for 
Conservation of Wular Lake.

Principal Secretary Gupta in-
structed WUCMA officers to im-
plement all necessary measures 
for the preservation and conserva-
tion of Wular Lake while empha-
sizing the significance of wetlands 
in maintaining ecological balance, 
playing roles in water purification, 
flood control, biodiversity habitat, 
and contributing to J&K's economy 
as popular tourist destinations.

Chairman DDC, Waqf 
Chairperson Meets LG

SRINAGAR:  Chairman, District 
Development Council (DDC) 
Budgam Nazir Ahmad Khan 
and Chairperson J&K Waqf 
Board Dr Darakhshan Andrabi 
on Friday called on Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha at Raj 
Bhawan here.

Besides them, Haji Farooq 
Mir, Vice Chairman, District 
Development Council Kupwara 

met the LG and apprised him 
on various issues of public im-
portance.

Later, a delegation of J&K Gu-
jjar Bakerwal Students Alliance 
also called on LG sinha.

Also, Padma Shri Dr Kanub-
hai Tailor, President, Disable 
Welfare Trust of India met 
Lieutenant Governor at Raj 
Bhawan.

Army Celebrates Landing Of 
Forces In Kashmir In 1947

CS Reviews Performance Of Revenue Department
Directs Avoiding Unnecessary Presence Of Applicants In Patwar Khanas

Spl Secretary Logistics Reviews 
Progress Of PMGS In J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Special Secretary 
(Logistics), Department for Pro-
motion of Industry & Internal 
Trade, Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry, Sumita Dawra re-
viewed the progress made by 
UT of Jammu and Kashmir on 
PM GatiShakti National Master 
Plan at Srinagar on Friday.

Dawra discussed the pros-
pects of improving usage of 
PM GatiShakti approach for in-
frastructure planning and area 
development with Adminis-
trative Secretary, Industry and 
Commerce Vikramjit Singh.

Dawra said that following 
the completion of two years of 
PM GatiShakti National Master 
Plan, significant progress has 
been seen in adoption of the 
National Master Plan (NMP) 
for multimodal infrastructure 
planning by Ministries and 
States/UTs.

As of now 39 Central Govern-

ment Departments/Ministries, 
all 28 States and 8 Union Ter-
ritories have been onboarded 
onto the PMGS-NMP with their 
respective State Master Plans 
and are utilizing the GIS data 
layers to plan infrastructure 
projects.

She informed that, with use 
of PMGS, MoRTH has planned 
over 8,891 kms length of roads 
using NMP. MOR has planned 
over 27,000 kms on NMP and 
has reported greater speed in 
completing Final Location Sur-
veys (FLS) – MOR finalized 427 
Final Location Surveys (FLS) in 
FY’ 22 compared to 57 in FY 
’21. In the case of Detail Route 
Survey (DRS) done by MoPNG, 
it used to take 6-9 months to 
prepare 46 reports manually 
but now using NMP through 
electronic DRS (eDRS) within 
the click of a button the DRS 
reports gets created which has 
made the process simpler and 
faster.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, 
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta on 
Friday held a comprehen-
sive review of the function-
ing of the Revenue Depart-
ment here.

At the outset, Chief Sec-
retary was briefed by Secre-
tary, Revenue Department, 
Dr Piyush Singla about the 
status of online services of 
Revenue Department, steps 
taken for demystification of 
Revenue records, progress 
on developing the module 
for online Girdawari, vari-
ous key parameters under 
DILRMP, digitisation and 
geo-referencing of Cadastral 
Maps, AGRISTACK, SVAMIT-
VA, ULPIN, utilisation of land 
for public projects/ purpose 
among other things.

During the meeting, 
Chief Secretary stressed 
on full implementation of 

Auto Appeal System for 
all the online services of 
the Department to ensure 
timely delivery of services 
to common masses. He 
said that the data regarding 
pendency under Public Ser-
vice Guarantee Act, 2011, in 
delivery of services should 
be analysed to identify the 
officers with highest pen-
dency beyond stipulated 
timelines under the act and 
taking of strict disciplinary 
action against them during 
the vigilance week.

Chief Secretary said that 
under no circumstances 
will Patwaris summon / 
solicit unnecessary physi-
cal presence of applicants 
for online services and in 
exceptional circumstances, 
formal notices outlining 
the cause for which their 
physical presence is re-
quired should be issued.

The Patwaris have also 

been directed to maintain 
a separate register in their 
offices to record on daily 
basis the details of per-
sons visiting their offices 
physically and to outline 
the purpose of the visit. He 
further stressed on geo-ref-
erencing of cadastral maps 
of all pending villages and 
completion of process of 
pending pass book distri-
bution immediately.

Chief Secretary empha-
sized that pendency in 
delivery of online services 
should be cleared in mis-
sion mode. He said that 
regular feedback of servic-
es must be solicited from 
field functionaries and 
the applicants to ensure 
smooth service delivery to 
the citizens.

Dr. Mehta also took re-
view of several measures 
taken to streamline the 
working of the department 

and to make the crucial rev-
enue records readily avail-
able to public. He took note 
of the progress made in de-
veloping of online Girdawari 
module. The module is go-
ing to enable field function-
aries to record seasonal crop 
details instantly besides 
ensuring that the Girdawari 
is done in the field recoding 
geo-coordinates of the re-
spective fields.

Chief Secretary also re-
viewed progress made in 
demystification of revenue 
records so that it is under-
standable to general public 
in easy to understand lan-
guage. He enquired about 
the GoI sponsored programs 
like AGRISTACK, SVAMITVA, 
ULPIN, etc.  He made out 
that the progress in the 
implementation of these 
programs should be further 
fast tracked for the benefit 
of public at the earliest.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The army on Fri-
day celebrated the 'Shaurya 
Diwas' here to mark the 76th 
year of the landing of forces 
in Kashmir which ensured the 
first civil-military victory of 
Independent India.

The Indian Army troops 
landed at the Budgam Airport 
to evict Pakistani forces from 
Jammu and Kashmir, a day 
after the Instrument of Ac-
cession was signed between 
Maharaja Hari Singh and the 
Republic of India.

During the 'Shaurya Diwas' 
organised on Friday, a replica-
tion of the historic event was 
performed to pay obeisance 
to the brave soldiers and the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

The audience, including 
senior Army and Air Force 

officers, and students, wit-
nessed the re-enactment of 
history, covering the viola-
tion of Standstill Agreement' 
by Pakistan. The event also 
depicted the arrival of the 
Indian Army soldiers on Oc-
tober 27, 1947, to evict the 
Pakistani Forces.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the general officer command-
ing (GoC) of the army's Sri-
nagar-based 15 Corps, Lt Gen 
Rajiv Ghai said the occasion 
is celebrated to remember the 
historic day which ensured 
Jammu and Kashmir is still an 
integral part of India.

The Army showed courage 
in its first big operation in in-
dependent India and foiled the 
nefarious designs of the ene-
my, saving Kashmir from going 
under Pakistan's occupation, 
he said.

LG Felicitates Bravery Award Recipients
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Friday present-
ed the Social Bravery Award to 
Dr Beena Budki, Faisal Shah, 
Muheet Butt, Dr. Sarasvati and 
V. Shankar at Raj Bhawan here.

The LG congratulated the re-
cipients of the award for their 
contribution in promoting the 
culture of Jammu Kashmir, an 
official spokesperson said.

He said that Dr Beena Budki, 
President Hindi Kashmiri San-

gam expressed gratitude to the 
LG for the support in the success-
ful conduct of Yagnopaveet or-
ganised at Mata Kheer Bhawani 

Temple, Ganderbal from October 
24 to 26, 2023 in which devotees 
of Kanchi Mutt from Tamil Nadu 
had also participated.
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Navigating Diversity
Challenges and Opportunities in Kashmir's Education System

I
n Kashmir, where once the 
echoes of different faiths har-
monized in the air, a silent 
transformation has taken place. 

The absence of diversity in our 
schools, a consequence of historical 
strife, has unwittingly cast a shadow 
over the minds of the young, leaving 
them bereft of an essential facet of 
life: understanding the multitude of 
beliefs that colour our world.

As our educational institutions 
have become monochromatic, devoid 
of the vibrant hues of varied faiths, 
they fail to provide an environment 
where young minds can naturally 
absorb the invaluable lessons of ac-
ceptance, empathy, and cultural un-
derstanding.

In this singular atmosphere, stu-
dents are denied the opportunity to 
interact with peers from different 
backgrounds, missing out on the or-
ganic learning that comes from simply 
observing, understanding, and appre-
ciating the differences that make us 
human. The implications of this lack 
of diversity are far-reaching, affecting 
not only the individual but also society 
as a whole.

In exploring the repercussions of 
this educational homogeneity, we un-
ravel a critical truth: the absence of di-
versity robs us not only of our shared 
heritage but also of the very essence of 
what it means to be truly human.

Diversity is the vibrant thread 
that weaves together a rich, harmoni-
ous existence. It paints the world in a 
multitude of colours, languages, and 
beliefs, making our human experi-
ence infinitely exotic.

Kashmir, once a shining example 
of religious harmony and coexis-
tence, found itself caught in the tem-
pestuous winds of change in the early 
1990s. The repercussions of the armed 
rebellion altered the social fabric of 
the region dramatically, leading to 
the exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits. 
The departure of this community, 
which had been an integral part of 
Kashmiri society for generations, left 
behind a void that transformed the 
valley into a monochromatic land-
scape, where religious diversity be-
came a distant memory.

In the past, Kashmir stood as a 
beacon of unity, where Pandits and 
Muslims shared not just a geographi-
cal space but a deep-rooted camara-
derie. The cultural exchanges were 
not just limited to festivals and tradi-
tions; they were imbibed in the very 
essence of daily life. This harmonious 
existence was disrupted, and the sub-
sequent generations grew up in an 
environment devoid of the enriching 
presence of multiple faiths. 

When different communities co-
exist, there is an inherent dynamic 
at play: a healthy competition that 
sharpens the edges of understanding, 
knowledge, and perspectives. Much 
like a knife is sharpened by rubbing 
its edge against a sharpener of a dif-
ferent make, the interaction between 
diverse communities triggers a vig-
orous exchange of ideas, beliefs, and 
cultural practices. 

This interplay not only refines 
individual understanding but also 
polishes the collective consciousness 
of society. Each community, like the 
different materials of the knife and 
the sharpener, brings unique attri-
butes, experiences, and viewpoints, 

contributing to a shared, nuanced un-
derstanding of the world. 

When this diversity is eroded, as 
witnessed in Kashmir post the exo-
dus of the Pandits, the sharpening 
effect has diminished rather gone 
forever. The absence of healthy 
competition in the natural learning 
setting leaves the edges of knowl-
edge and understanding blunt, lead-
ing to a stagnation in intellectual 
growth and social harmony. 

The loss of religious diversity not 
only deprives individuals of the op-
portunity to learn from one another 
but also stifles the potential for inno-
vation, empathy, and cultural enrich-
ment that thrive in the fertile ground 
of multicultural interaction. 

In a world that is becoming in-
creasingly interconnected, the need 
for cultural and religious understand-
ing is more significant than ever. The 
rigid, one-dimensional education sys-
tem in Kashmir fails to prepare its 
youth for the global stage. As these 
students step outside the valley for 
higher education, they are suddenly 
confronted with a mosaic of beliefs and 
traditions. Unfamiliar with this diver-
sity, they find themselves ill-equipped 
to navigate this multicultural world. 

The consequences of this lack of 
exposure are profound. These young 
minds, unaccustomed to diversity, 
struggle to adapt and integrate into 
the broader society. 

Unfamiliarity with diversity cre-
ates a chasm between these young 
minds and the broader society they 
eventually step into. Struggling 
to adapt, they find themselves ill-
equipped to navigate the complexi-
ties of a world where differences are 
not just prevalent but celebrated. 

Imagine a student, educated in 
a religiously homogeneous environ-
ment, suddenly encountering a spec-
trum of beliefs, practices, and tradi-
tions beyond the familiar confines of 
their upbringing. 

Such a collision of worlds can be 
jarring, leading to a sense of alienation 
and discomfort. These individuals, 
unaccustomed to the richness of diver-
sity, often face challenges in compre-
hending viewpoints that differ from 
their own. 

When young individuals, con-
fined within the narrow boundaries 

of a monochromatic educational set-
ting, encounter differences outside 
their familiar scope, it can create a 
clash of cultures, beliefs, and per-
spectives. This collision, fueled by 
ignorance and lack of exposure, can 
escalate into incidents of violence, 
ranging from verbal disputes and 
clashes to more serious scuffles. 

These conflicts may, at times, spi-
ral out of control, leading to a hostile 
atmosphere within educational insti-
tutions. Such violent fallout not only 
affects the immediate individuals in-
volved but also creates a ripple effect, 
poisoning the overall school environ-
ment and hindering the growth of a 
generation capable of embracing di-
versity with open minds and hearts. 

Education, the cornerstone of so-
cietal progress, suffered a severe blow 
in this altered landscape. Schools, 
once melting pots of diverse cultures 
and beliefs, became monotonous echo 
chambers, resonating with a singular 
religious narrative. The absence of 
religious diversity meant that chil-
dren were denied the opportunity to 
broaden their horizons, to learn about 
the myriad ways humanity expresses 
its spirituality, and to appreciate the 
beauty in our differences. 

In a society that thrives on coop-
eration, understanding, and mutual 
respect, their struggle to integrate 
hampers not only their personal 
growth but also the harmony of the 
communities they become a part 
of. The ripple effect of this struggle 
resonates far beyond the individual, 
impacting the very fabric of societal 
unity. It underscores the urgent need 
for education to serve as a bridge, 
connecting diverse perspectives and 
nurturing a generation capable of em-
bracing differences with open minds 
and empathetic hearts. 

It is high time that we recognize 
the shortcomings of the current edu-
cation system and work towards 
creating an inclusive environment 
where students are exposed to the 
richness of human experience. By do-
ing so, we not only empower the next 
generation to embrace diversity but 
also pave the way for a more compas-
sionate and harmonious world. 

In response to the pressing need 
for inclusivity in Kashmir's schools, 
a multi-faceted approach must be 

adopted, acknowledging the signifi-
cance of religious diversity in shap-
ing young minds. 

Firstly, standardizing the cur-
ricular calendar across educational 
institutions can ensure that students 
are exposed to a wide array of reli-
gious festivals and cultural events, 
fostering an environment of accep-
tance and mutual respect. 

Morning assemblies, an integral 
part of school routines, can serve as 
a powerful platform for instilling val-
ues of tolerance by diversifying their 
content to include prayers, hymns, or 
reflections from various faiths. 

Additionally, encouraging stu-
dents to actively engage with differ-
ent religious themes through skits 
and plays not only nurtures creativ-
ity but also provides an empathetic 
understanding of diverse beliefs. 

However, the transformative 
potential lies in student exchange 
programs. Allowing students from 
different states to spend time study-
ing in each other's schools for a 
fortnight can provide an immersive 
experience, breaking down barriers 
and dispelling misconceptions. Such 
exchanges facilitate first-hand inter-
actions, enabling students to attend 
classes, participate in extracurricu-
lar activities, and form bonds with 
peers from diverse backgrounds. 

Furthermore, community en-
gagement and parental involvement 
are pivotal. Workshops and semi-
nars can bring together parents, 
teachers, and community leaders to 
share cultural practices and tradi-
tions, enriching the learning envi-
ronment. 

Sensitization workshops for 
teachers are equally crucial, equip-
ping them with inclusive teaching 
methods and strategies to manage di-
verse student interactions positively. 

By embracing these measures 
holistically, Kashmir's schools can 
evolve into inclusive spaces, nurtur-
ing generations that not only em-
brace diversity but also champion it 
as a source of strength, fostering a 
harmonious and unified society.

- Author is an educationist and social 
media influencer. He can be reached 

at: mfshah@gmail.com

Farooq Shah

The absence 
of diversity in 
our schools, a 
consequence of 
historical strife, 
has unwittingly 
cast a shadow 
over the minds of 
the young, leaving 
them bereft of an 
essential facet of 
life: understanding 
the multitude of 
beliefs that colour 
our world. 

W
e, at the undersigned Palestin-
ian Christian institutions and 
grassroots movements, grieve 
and lament the renewed cycle 

of violence in our land. As we were about to 
publish this open letter, some of us lost dear 
friends and family members in the atrocious 
Israeli bombardment of innocent civilians on 
October 19, 2023, Christians included, who were 
taking refuge in the historical Greek Orthodox 
Church of Saint Porphyrius in Gaza. Words fail 
to express our shock and horror with regard to 
the on-going war in our land. We deeply mourn 
the death and suffering of all people because it 
is our firm conviction that all humans are made 
in God’s image. We are also profoundly trou-
bled when the name of God is invoked to pro-

mote violence and religious national ideologies.
Further, we watch with horror the way 

many western Christians are offering unwav-
ering support to Israel’s war against the people 
of Palestine. While we recognize the numerous 
voices that have spoken and continue to speak 
for the cause of truth and justice in our land, 
we write to challenge western theologians and 
church leaders who have voiced uncritical sup-
port for Israel and to call them to repent and 
change. Sadly, the actions and double stan-
dards of some Christian leaders have gravely 
hurt their Christian witness and have severely 
distorted their moral judgment with regards to 
the situation in our land.

We come alongside fellow Christians in 
condemning all attacks on civilians, especially 

defenseless families and children. Yet, we are 
disturbed by the silence of many church lead-
ers and theologians when it is Palestinian civil-
ians who are killed. We are also horrified by the 
refusal of some western Christians to condemn 
the ongoing Israeli occupation of Palestine, 
and, in some instances, their justification of 
and support for the occupation. Further, we are 
appalled by how some Christians have legiti-
mized Israel’s ongoing indiscriminate attacks 
on Gaza, which have, so far, claimed the lives 
of more than 3,700 Palestinians, the majority of 
whom are women and children. These attacks 
have resulted in the wholesale destruction of 
entire neighborhoods and the forced displace-
ment of over one million Palestinians. The Is-
raeli military has utilized tactics that target 

civilians such as the use of white phosphorus, 
the cutting off of water, fuel, and electricity, 
and the bombardment of schools, hospitals, 
and places of worship —including the heinous 
massacre at Al-Ahli Anglican-Baptist Hospital 
and the bombardment of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of Saint Porphyrius ……

Signed by
Bethlehem Bible College; Sabeel Ecumenical 

Center for Liberation Theology; Dar al-Kalima 
University; Al-Liqa Center for Religious, 

Heritage and Cultural Studies in the Holy Land; 
The East Jerusalem YMCA; Arab Orthodox 

Society, Jerusalem etc
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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ISRAEL-HAMAS

 Conflict At Time Of New Geopolitical 
Divisions Could Worsen Economic Outlook

Daniele Bianchi

Global geopolitical tensions often play 
a pivotal role in shaping people’s per-
ceptions of economic growth. Research 

shows concern about such issues can cause 
people and businesses to become more cau-
tious about spending and investing, which 
can ultimately lead to economic recession.

The recent escalation of the Israel-Palestine 
conflict is no different. Investors around the 
world are worried about the repercussions of 
this war – particularly in light of an already 
bleak picture for global economic growth.

Hamas’s October 7 attack on southern 
Israel is the latest chapter of a cycle of vio-
lence that has been going on in this region for 
decades and, sadly, seems to have no end in 
sight. While the reasons behind these events 
are complex, the conflict’s potential immedi-
ate and long-term economic ramifications 
are easier to grasp.

After all, if the Russia-Ukraine war has 
taught us one thing, it’s that we should be 
mindful of the intricate interdependencies 
that shape the global economic and geopo-
litical landscape.

How conflicts can affect the economy

Internal and inter-state conflicts often 
have a significant effect on stock market in-
dices, exchange rates, and commodity prices 
– sometimes even sending prices higher in 
the lead-up to hostilities. The longer-term 
economic impact is typically more compli-
cated to assess, however. The lasting effects 
of even seemingly dramatic events on inves-
tor behaviour can be hard to predict.

Conflicts in the Middle East tend to lead 
to spikes in oil prices – think of the OPEC oil 
embargo of 1973-1974, the Iranian revolution 
of 1978-1979, the Iran-Iraq War initiated in 
1980, and the first Persian Gulf War in 1990-
91. Since the region accounts for nearly a 
third of global oil supply, any instability can 
create market uncertainty based on concerns 
about interruptions to global oil supply.

This uncertainty is reflected in the risk 
premium in oil markets. This is the price paid 
for oil traded ahead of time in the futures 
markets versus the real-time price of oil. It 
reflects the profits that speculators expect to 
receive from buying and selling oil during a 
time of conflict, as well as the hedging needs 
of businesses that produce and consume oil 
and their concerns about supply and demand.

And so, the effect of the latest Israel-
Hamas conflict on global financial markets 
will depend on the involvement of other ma-
jor regional powers. If the conflict remains 
between Israel and Hamas, the effect will 
probably be limited and arguably exclusive to 
countries with direct trade exposure to Israel 
or Palestine.

But if the conflict spreads to major oil-
producing nations in the region such as Iran, 

the global economy could face severe reper-
cussions as energy costs for businesses and 
households could spike if supply is inter-
rupted.

Higher energy prices would hamper cen-
tral banks’ efforts to tame inflation pressures 
in most advanced and emerging economies. 
If this leads to a “higher for longer” monetary 
policy that keeps interest rates elevated, it 
would push up the cost of borrowing and 
refinancing by governments, companies and 
people.

History can offer some insights into how 
the impact on the global economy could 
unfold under these different scenarios. For 
instance, the 50-day war between Israel and 
Hamas in 2014, which killed 2,200 people, 
mostly civilians, had no significant effect on 
the global economy or financial markets.

Yet, when Israel and Hezbollah clashed 
in Lebanon in 2006, oil prices surged glob-
ally due to fears of a broader conflict in the 
Middle East.

What to expect this time

Unfortunately, there is another factor to 
consider at the moment. The escalation of 
the Israel-Palestine conflict has happened 
alongside the realignment of various global 
alliances. This slow creep of “deglobalisa-
tion” can be seen in a shift in trade policies 
in recent years.

Countries such as the US and UK are relo-
cating economic activity including sourcing 
or manufacturing products from different 
countries out of concern about relying on 
suppliers in potentially hostile regions, as 

well as the impact of imports from low-wage 
countries on struggling local labour markets

At the moment, these shifts can also be 
seen in the reactions to the Hamas attack 
on Israel. A two-state solution) to the Israel/
Palestine conflict was initially laid out by 
the United Nations in 1947 and reaffirmed 
in 1974, with almost unanimous support 
around the world.

But there has been some nuance in the in-
ternational reactions to the attack. With most 
western countries quickly voicing support for 
Israel’s right to defend itself, while countries 
like China and Russia called for a ceasefire 
without taking a stance on Hamas.

This suggests that the issue of Israel-Pal-
estine could tie in with the broader trend 
towards the new geopolitical divisions that 
were already starting to emerge before 
Hamas’s attack.

A prolonged conflict between Israel and Pal-
estine, especially with the involvement of ma-
jor regional powers, could further accelerate 
this global realignment and have detrimental 
consequences for global economic growth.

Under these circumstances, investors 
are already bracing for increased financial 
volatility across the board – from stocks and 
government bonds to commodity markets. 
So-called safe-haven assets like gold are typi-
cally used as protection against overwhelm-
ing economic uncertainty. The price of gold 
has shot up following the latest escalation in 
the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Financial markets will continue to moni-
tor the conflict between Israel and Hamas for 
signs of escalation. Anything that pushes oil 
prices up further will reignite fears of higher 
inflation.

Unfortunately, this is happening just as 
many countries were starting to see inflation 
slow again after two years of persistently 
high consumer prices.

Daniele Bianchi is Associate Professor of 
Finance, Queen Mary University of London.

This article was first published on The 
Conversation.

What is the Hunza diet? Is it realistic? Why is 
the Western world so obsessed with it?

Ashok Malhotra

In a lecture delivered to the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1921, a colonial medi-
cal researcher in British India named 

Dr Robert McCarrison first made refer-
ence to a “Himalayan” people he had en-
countered. According to him, this group 
of people had exceptional physiques and 
low susceptibility to illness, leading them 
to live for an unusually long time. Later 
that year, McCarrison published Studies 
in Deficiency Disease. In the book, he con-
firmed that the Himalayan people he was 
discussing were the Hunzakuts (hence-
forth “Hunzas”, but these days referred to 
as the Burusho people) who lived in Gilgit, 
northwest India (now Pakistan).

McCarrison attributed their longev-
ity to the region’s traditional diet, which 
he claimed was made up of “grains, veg-
etables, and fruits, with a certain amount 
of milk and butter, and goat’s meat only 
on feast days”. Crucially, the Hunzas con-
sumed simple foodstuffs, unlike the pro-
cessed and mass-produced food which 
McCarrison asserted to be commonly 
eaten in Britain at the time. By McCar-
rison’s reckoning, this diet prevented the 
“tribe” from suffering the kinds of ailment 
to which supposedly “civilised” peoples 
were prone.

Dr Guy Wrench, a British doctor and 
advocate of preventative medicine, was 
inspired by McCarrison’s work to pen The 
Wheel of Health (1938). Never having 
visited Hunza himself, he relied upon Mc-
Carrison’s claims to espouse the supposed 
health benefits of organic vegetables and 
to warn against industrialised food pro-
duction. He also drew on selected Euro-
pean travel accounts and second-hand 
anecdotal evidence to make complemen-
tary claims regarding the Hunzas’ physical 
strength, endurance and intelligence. Like 
McCarrison, he claimed that these traits 
stemmed from their dietary choices and 
agricultural practices. Wrench averred 
that the Hunzas were predominantly 

lactovegetarians who consumed large 
quantities of fruit, wheat chapatis, pulses, 
vegetables, dried apricots, milk and milk-
based products. Moreover, they either ate 
vegetables raw or ensured that they did 
not overboil them, gaining the maximum 
minerals and vitamins from the plants.

Hunzas, according to Wrench, did not 
consume foodstuffs and beverages like 
tea and sugar which were popular in Brit-
ain. A common thread running through 
Wrench’s account is that the Hunzas did 
not consume foods that had been import-
ed from elsewhere or had undergone any 
mechanised process or chemical adultera-
tion. Such processing, he believed, would 
have diminished the food’s nutritional 
properties.

Wrench deployed the Hunzas strategi-
cally to argue that Britain and other West-
ern industrialised nations should return 
to the unprocessed and unrefined diets 
of yesteryear, in order to obtain a higher 
standard of health for their populations. 
The Hunzas, in Wrench’s account, were 

traditional agricultural practitioners. They 
collected their own faeces and manure 
from their cattle, and returned them to the 
soil to ensure its fertility. In this respect, 
The Wheel of Health resonated with the 
embryonic organic movement that was 
developing in Britain at this time. Leading 
figures from this movement, such as the 
writer and politician Gerard Wallop and 
the aristocrat Lord Northbourne, as well 
as the agricultural scientists Albert How-
ard and Eve Balfour, subsequently hailed 
the Hunzas as a people who testified to 
the benefits of holistic farming practices 
and organic diets.

The idea was also picked up by Jerome 
Rodale in the United States of America, 
who repeated many of the same claims in 
his The Healthy Hunzas (1948). Rodale’s 
narrative, however, was further influenced 
by James Hilton’s novel Lost Horizon 
(1933), which depicted a fictional moun-
tainside location in Tibet where people 
lived on average for several hundred years 
in a state of contentment, peace and per-

fect health. Rodale constructed Hunza as 
a veritable Shangri-La where its people 
experienced similarly high standards of 
physical health.

In addition, Hunzas were said to suffer 
from none of the social or psychological 
problems that prevailed in the USA, such 
as crime, divorce, juvenile delinquency 
and anxiety. Rodale attributed this, once 
again, to the Hunzas’ dietary habits and 
farming practices. In the 1960s came a se-
ries of travel accounts by North American 
authors. These writers were inspired to 
visit Hunza and spill much ink about this 
Shangri-La. Book-length examples include 
Hunza Land (1960), Hunza Health Secrets 
for Long Life and Happiness (1964), Hun-
za: 15 Secrets of the World’s Healthiest 
and Oldest Living People (1968), and Yoga: 
The Art of Living: Hunza Way to Health 
(1969). All these narratives confirmed 
the notion that Hunza was a paradise on 
earth, and progressively more exagger-
ated claims were made during this period.

Indeed, the books claimed some of 

these Hunzas as the oldest inhabitants of 
the planet. Renee Taylor in Hunza Health 
Secrets for Long Life and Happiness even 
stated that she encountered a 145-year-
old man energetically playing volleyball. 
She also asserted that the Hunzas were 
consummate meditators, expert breathers 
and yoga practitioners.

It is important to remember that these 
travellers all came under the sway of the 
Mir of Hunza Jamal Khan, who ruled Hun-
za as a semi-autonomous kingdom be-
tween 1945 and 1974. Jamal Khan hosted 
them and supplied them with information 
during their stays in Hunza. They were al-
ways chaperoned during their tours by a 
member of the Mir’s family or his entou-
rage. Since they could not understand the 
native language Burushaski, they were 
dependent upon their accompanying 
translators when seeking to obtain in-
formation. The Mir was keen for his own 
reasons to keep an eye on foreign visitors. 
Although the North American authors 
presented The Hunza Diet and the Mir as 
firmly in control of Hunza, his situation 
was actually more precarious in postcolo-
nial Pakistan.

In 1947, when India was partitioned, 
Mir Jamal Khan opted to join the State of 
Pakistan as a semi-autonomous kingdom. 
However, he was also conscious after Pak-
istan’s Independence that the Pakistani 
central government would seek to exert 
greater control over Hunza and take away 
more of his powers. Yet Jamal Khan was 
keen to maintain control and autonomy 
in the wake of external pressures. Conse-
quently, he was invested in catering to the 
orientalist preconceptions of these North 
American authors that Hunza was an idyl-
lic region uncontaminated by the delete-
rious effects of modernisation. Indeed, he 
sought to promote the notion that any 
interference from outside could threaten 
this supposed Shangri-La.

This article was first published on The 
Conversation.
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Executive Engineer, Transmission Line 
Maintt. Division-VIII, Srinagar

 Jammu and Kashmir  Tele Fax 0194-2491342
 Power Development Corporation  J & K Srinagar. E- mail:      tlmd8jkptcl@gmail.com

TIME  EXTENSION NOTICE-2 

(e-NIT No. TLMD-VIII/TS/ 13 of 2023 Dated: 22-09-2023.) 

  No-TLMD-VIII /TS/ 2384-88                                                                                      Dated: 25       : 10 : 2023

In view of the repeated requests received from various interesting Bidders besides to ensure better & healthy response,  the Critical Dates 
in respect of e-NIT No. TLMD-VIII/TS/ 13 of 2023 Dated: 22-09-2023 issued by this Division under endorsement No. TLMD-VIII/TS/2595-
99 Dated: 22 : 09 :2023 for                              “Re-Conductoring of Existing 220kV D/C New Wonpoh – Mir Bazar Transmission Line by HTLS Con-
ductor for Augmentation of Power Carrying Capacity in District  Anantnag  and Kulgam in Kashmir Valley” are further extended  as under.

S.# Description Date/Time Extension
1. Pre Bid Conference in the Office of Chief Engineer (Transmission) 

JKPTCL Srinagar.
11-11-2023 (2.30PM)

2. Last Date for Submission of Hard Copies of e-Bid 14-11-2023 (2.00PM)
3. Online e-Bid Submission End Date (Submission of e-Tender, Tender 

Fee, EMD & Other qualification / Supporting Documents in PDF Form. 
13-11-2023 (4.00PM)

4. Online Techno Commercial e-Bid Opening Date 14-11-2023 (4.00PM)

             (Necessary Corrigendum with respect to certain clarifications requested by the interesting Bidders shall be issued separately)
      All other Terms & Conditions as detailed in the e-NIT/SBD shall remain unchanged.                               

                                                                                                                                Sd./-
DIPK-NB-3847/23    Executive Engineer
DATED: 27-10-2023 TLMD-VIII, Srinagar.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(R&B) DIVISION BUDGAM

Engineering Complex, Budgam-1911111
Email Id xenrnbdivbud@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NIT No:-  117/MDB /2023-24/9230-45 DATED: 25.10.2023

 For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of UT of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders are being invited on an item rate basis / percent-
age basis (as applicable) from approved and eligible Contractors registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/
Central Governments for the following works:
S. 
No

Name of Work Adv. Cost 
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees )

Earnest 
money CDR/
FDR (Rs)

Time of 
Completion  
(days)

Class of 
Contractor

Major Head 
of account

1. Imptt/Upgradation of Inner rods of Bagiseer Bala 
Haran Haripora, Hanjikpora-B and Soibugh by way of 
GSB and G-II, Upgradation of Kambay Mohalla link 
from H/O Ab. Majeed Sofi taking off from Warsangam 
road by way of GSB and Grade-II

83.00 1600/- 166000/- 45 AAY UT sector 
(4059)

Project Authority:  Chief Engineer, PWD (R&B) Kashmir
Position of AAA: Accorded                                     Position of TS:           Accorded

The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), 
set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.
in on the dates listed below: -
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 25/10/2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 25/10/2023
3 Bid submission Start Date 25/10/2023
4 Bid Submission End Date 06/11/2023  upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) (Tech. 

Bids)
07/11/2023 11.00 AM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Budgam

6 Submission of Performance Security (PS) Within 7days of receipt of LOI. (The bidder as to provide 5% of allotted Cost  
as Performance Security within 7days after opening of Financial Bid) in 
shape of CDR/FDR/BG

No:  EE/MDB/NIT/9230-45         
DIPK-11076/23  
DATED:-27-10-2023  Sd/-
               Executive Engineer
       (R&B) Division Budgam.Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer Mechanical 
And Hospitals Division Srinagar 

 (Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: xenmhchdk@yahoo.in)

Subject: - 1. Repairs/replacement of oxygen points and vacuum points in wards 9, ward 16 and ward 11 at  Govt. SMHS Hospital, Srinagar
11. Servicing of 250 kva (Kirloskar make) and 250 kva DG set (Cummins make) at Govt. Bone &  Joint Hospital Srinagar.
111. General overhauling of hot water generators along with allied works at Govt. Dental College, Srinagar.
1v. Refilling of ABC/CO2/Mechanical Foam type fire extinguishers at Govt. KNH Hospital  Srinagar
v Refilling of fire extinguishers at various locations at Govt. Bone and Joint Hospital Srinagar. 
v1.  Servicing of 200 kva Cummins make DG set installed at Govt. PD Hospital Srinagar. 
v11. Dismantling/servicing and re-installing of split type AC units along with allied works at PD  Hospital Srinagar.
V111. Providing and fitting of 1000 Amp capacity change over at boiler house of Govt. SMHS  Hospital Srinagar.
ix. Servicing of 320 kva Kirloskar make DG set installed at Govt. PD Hospital Srinagar.
                 
   Ref    : 1. This office e- NIT no: M&HDS/TS/2023-24/109/e-tendering Dated 16.10.2023
              11. This office e- NIT no: M&HDS/TS/2023-24/111/e-tendering Dated 17.10.2023.
               111. This office e- NIT no: M&HDS/TS/2023-24/112/e-tendering Dated 18.10.2023.

EXTENSION 
 
 In view of poor/no response, the Critical dates of above subject work(s) tendered vide above referred e-NIT(s) are extended as follows: -

S.No Description Date and Time
1. Last Date of Bid Submission 01.11.2023 (12:00 hrs)
2. Date of Bid Opening 01.11.2023 (15:00 hrs)

All other Terms and Conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.
 Sd/-

                                                                                                                      Executive Engineer,
           Mechanical & Hospitals Division, 

                                                                                                           Srinagar

No: M&HDS/TS/ 6487-91                                                                     
DIPK-11052/23
  Dated:  27.10.2023

How Eggs Of Dengue-Carrying 
Mosquito Survive Found

Press Trust Of India

E
ggs of the mosquito that 
carries the viruses re-
sponsible for dengue 
and Chikungunya can 

survive extreme dehydration 
by altering their metabolism, 
according to a study that offers 
potential new ways to control the 
spread of the diseases.

Researchers at the Institute 
for Stem Cell Science and Re-
generative Medicine in Benga-
luru and the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Mandi noted that 
cells are made mostly of water, 
and desiccation is a potentially 
fatal event for any organism, 
since the structures of many 
proteins and other cellular 
molecules are dependent on ad-
equate hydration.

While many types of mi-
crobes have evolved mecha-
nisms to survive drying out, 
only a few animals have. Among 
them is the mosquito Aedes ae-
gypti, the carrier of a variety of 
viral diseases, including, Zika, 
dengue, yellow fever, and Chi-
kungunya.

Originally found in North 
Africa, Aedes aegypti has ex-
panded globally, and is now a 
threat in warm, moist regions 

throughout the world.
Aedes eggs require from 48 

to 72 hours to hatch into larvae, 
and the researchers found that 
they must be at least 15 hours old 
to survive desiccation. Eggs that 
were dried out before this stage 
failed to hatch when rehydrated.

"Given the importance of 
Aedes aegypti as a primary 
vector for numerous viral dis-

eases that affect nearly half the 
world's population, as well as 
the rapid geographical expan-
sion of this mosquito vector, 
these results provide a founda-
tion for reducing Aedes egg sur-
vival and global spread," said 
Sunil Laxman from the Insti-
tute for Stem Cell Science and 
Regenerative Medicine.

"Additionally, some of the 

specific inhibitors described 
here that reduce desiccation re-
sistance in Aedes aegypti eggs, 
as well as new ones affecting 
other steps in the egg desicca-
tion tolerance pathway, may 
prove useful as vector-control 
agents," Laxman said.

The team compared the pro-
teomes of viable eggs that had 
and had not been desiccated, and 

found multiple major changes in 
metabolic pathways within the 
desiccated eggs.

These included increases in 
the levels of those enzymes that 
promote fat metabolism, and a 
decrease in those which togeth-
er shunted cellular metabolism 
towards the production and use 
of fatty acids.

Overall, the level of metabo-
lism was reduced, while the lev-
els of the amino acids arginine 
and glutamine were increased. 
In addition, enzymes that re-
duce the damaging effects of 
oxidative stress, a known con-
sequence of dehydration, were 
also increased.

When linked together, ar-
ginine molecules form poly-
amines, which are known to help 
protect nucleic acids, proteins, 
and membranes from damage.

The researchers showed 
that the eggs accumulate poly-
amines, suggesting that they 
may be a key aspect of desicca-
tion tolerance.

To test this, they fed egg-laying 
female mosquitoes an inhibitor of 
polyamine synthesis. The eggs that 
they laid were significantly less 
able to survive desiccation than 
eggs from untreated females.

A second inhibitor, this one of 
fatty acid metabolism, also reduced 
egg viability after desiccation.

Finally, the researchers 
showed that this fatty acid in-
hibitor reduced polyamine 
synthesis, indicating that one 
role of the increase in fatty acid 
breakdown is to supply the en-
ergy needed for production of 
protective polyamines.

"Aedes mosquito eggs can 
indefinitely survive after drying 
up completely, and hatch into vi-
able larvae. The embryos rewire 
their metabolism upon drying, 
to protect themselves through 
desiccation, and revive after 
water becomes available again," 
Laxman added.

Aedes eggs 
require from 48 to 72 

hours to hatch into 
larvae, and the research-
ers found that they must 
be at least 15 hours old to 
survive desiccation. Eggs 
that were dried out 
before this stage failed to 
hatch when rehydrated.

Concerning Level Of Lead, Cadmium 
In Chocolate, Finds Study
Reuters

Consumer Reports said on 
Wednesday it had found "concern-
ing" levels of lead and cadmium in 
a third of various chocolate prod-
ucts it tested recently, and called 
on Hershey to reduce the amounts 
of heavy metals in its chocolate.

The non-profit consumer group 
said 16 of the 48 products from vari-
ous makers that its scientists test-
ed contained potentially harmful 
levels of lead, cadmium or both.

Consumer Reports tested prod-
ucts in seven categories: dark choc-
olate bars, milk chocolate bars, co-
coa powder, chocolate chips, and 
mixes for brownies, chocolate cake 
and hot chocolate.

Products found to contain exces-
sive metal content included a dark 
chocolate bar and hot chocolate mix 
from Walmart, cocoa powder from 
Hershey's and Droste, semi-sweet 
chocolate chips from Target, and hot 
chocolate mixes from Trader Joe's, 
Nestle and Starbucks.

Only milk chocolate bars, 
which have fewer cocoa solids, 
were found not to contain exces-
sive metal content.

Consumer Reports has said 

long-term exposure to the metals 
can result in nervous system prob-
lems, immune system suppression 
and kidney damage, with greater 
danger to pregnant women and 
young children.

The US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration told the nonprofit 
that experts consider chocolate a 

"minor source of exposure" to lead 
and cadmium internationally, but 
that manufacturers and processors 
remain responsible for ensuring 
their food's safety.

Wednesday's study followed 
Consumer Reports' findings last 
December that 23 of 28 tested dark 
chocolate bars contained excessive 
lead or cadmium, including Her-
shey products sold under its own 

brand and the Lily's and Scharffen 
Berger brands.

Consumer Reports food policy di-
rector Brian Ronholm said Hershey, 
as a "leading and popular brand," 
should commit to making its choco-
late safer. The nonprofit did not on 
Wednesday ask other manufacturers 
for the same commitment.

In March, Hershey Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Steve Voskuil said 
his company was looking to re-
duce levels of lead and cadmium, 
saying the metals are elements in 
soil that can occur naturally in a 
chocolate product.

"We would love to eradicate it 
completely," Voskuil said.

Consumer Reports said more 
than 75,000 consumers signed an 
earlier petition for Hershey to re-
duce heavy metals in its chocolate, 
and that it is now again petitioning 
the company.

Hershey referred a request for 
comment to the National Confec-
tioners Association.

"Chocolate and cocoa are safe 
to eat and can be enjoyed as treats 
as they have been for centuries," 
said Christopher Gindlesperger, a 
spokesman for the trade group.
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Retail Onion Price 
Up 57 %; Centre Steps Up 
Buffer Onion Sale To Provide 
Relief To Consumers

FinMin Notifies Prospective Levy 
Of GST On Corporate Guarantees

Tata Group To Manufacture 
iPhones In India As Wistron 
Approves $125 Million Sale

Ambani Scions Get Shareholder Nod, 
Attend Maiden Reliance Board Meeting

Govt Extends Deadline For Halal 
Certification Body Accreditation And 
Export Unit Registration

Jio Launches Satellite-Based Gigabit 
Broadband To Provide Hi-Speed 
Connectivity To Remote Locations

Sensex, Nifty Rebound Over 1 Pc 
After Six Sessions Of Losses

Income Tax Dept Sensitises 
Officers About Taxation, 
Financial Matters

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As all-India av-
erage retail onion price shoots 
up by 57 per cent to Rs 47 per 
kg, the Centre on Friday de-
cided to step up the sale of 
buffer onion at a subsidised 
rate of Rs 25 per kg in retail 
markets in order to provide 
relief to consumers.

The all-India average re-
tail price of onion rose to 
Rs 47 per kg on Friday, from 
Rs 30 per kg in the year-ago 
period, as per the data main-
tained by the consumer af-
fairs ministry.

In the national capital, re-
tail price of onion was at Rs 
40/kg on Friday as against Rs 
30/kg in the year-ago period, 
the data showed.

"We have been offload-
ing buffer onions since mid-
August and we are stepping 
up the retail sale in order to 

check further rise in prices 
and provide relief to the con-
sumers," Consumer Affairs 
Secretary Rohit Kumar Singh 
told PTI.

According to the minis-
try, onion is being offloaded 
from the buffer stock in both 
wholesale and retail mar-
kets in states where there is 
a sharp rise in prices. Since 
mid-August, about 1.7 lakh 
tonne of buffer onion has 
been offloaded in 22 states at 
different locations.

In retail markets, buffer on-
ion is being offloaded through 
two cooperative bodies NCCF 
and NAFED outlets and ve-
hicles at a subsidised rate of 
Rs 25 per kg. In Delhi too, buf-
fer onion is being sold at this 
subsidised rate.

A senior ministry official 
said the delay in kharif on-
ion sowing due to weather 
reasons has resulted in less 

coverage and late arrival of 
the crop.

The fresh kharif onion 
should have started arriving 
by now but it has not. With 
stored rabi onion getting ex-
hausted and delay in arrival 
of kharif onion, there is a tight 
supply situation, resulting in 
price increase in both whole-
sale and retail markets, the 
official added.

He also mentioned that 
the government has doubled 
the buffer onion stock for the 
current year and this should 
improve domestic availability 
and check prices in the com-
ing days.

For 2023-24 fiscal year, 
the consumer affairs minis-
try through NCCF and NAFED 
has maintained a buffer on-
ion stock of 5 lakh tonne and 
plans to procure additional 2 
lakh tonne onion in the com-
ing days.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The finance 
ministry has issued a noti-
fication stating goods and 
services tax will be levied on 
guarantees provided by cor-
porates to their subsidiaries 
prospectively.

The Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) council, comprising 
central and state finance min-
isters, had earlier this month 
clarified on the taxability of 
corporate guarantee, saying 
it would be subject to 18 per 
cent GST.

Tax experts had then 
sought clarity on GST levy 
on past transactions as many 
companies might not be able 
to recover the tax from sub-
sidiaries or group companies.

The finance ministry on 
Thursday notified amend-
ments to Central GST rules, 
saying that the corporate 
guarantee would be taxable 
from the date of the notifica-

tion.
GST at 18 per cent will be 

levied on 1 per cent of the to-
tal amount guaranteed by the 
parent company or the actual 
consideration, whichever is 
higher, the notification said.

"This prospective modifica-
tion shall have no bearing on 
transactions executed prior 
to October 26, consequently 
preserving the tax risk associ-

ated with past transactions," 
AMRG & Associates Senior 
Partner Rajat Mohan said.

Corporate entities must 
carefully evaluate their tax 
position when reviewing or 
renewing corporate guar-
antees and within lending 
agreements where contrac-
tual constraints prevent the 
assessment of consideration, 
Mohan added.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Tata Group is all 
set to become the first Indian 
iPhone maker as Wistron’s 
board has approved the plan for 
the sale of its India plant to the 
salt-to-software conglomerate.

In a statement, Wistron said 
the transaction price is tenta-
tively estimated at USD 125 
million.

“Wistron Corp held a Board 
of Directors meeting today and 
granted approval for its subsid-
iaries, SMS InfoComm (Singa-
pore) Pte Ltd and Wistron Hong 
Kong Ltd to sign the Share Pur-
chase Agreement with Tata 
Electronics Pvt Ltd (TEPL) for 
the sale of its 100 per cent in-
direct stake in Wistron Info-
Comm Manufacturing (India) 
Pvt Ltd (WMMI),” Wistron an-
nounced in the statement.

On confirmation and signing 
of relevant agreements by both 
sides, the deal will proceed to 
obtain necessary approvals.

“Following the completion 
of the transaction, Wistron will 
make the required announce-

ments and filings in accor-
dance with applicable regula-
tion,” it noted.

The plant of Wistron is lo-
cated near Bengaluru.

The announcement by Wis-
tron was shared by Minister 
of State for Electronics and IT 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar in a post 
on X (formerly Twitter).

“@TataCompanies will now 
start making iPhones from In-
dia for domestic and global 
markets from India,” Chan-
drasekhar said, congratulating 
the Tata team for taking over 
Wistron operations.

“Thank you @Wistron for 
your contributions, and great 
going for Apple in building a 
global supply chain from India 
with Indian companies at its 
helm,” Chandrasekhar said in 
the post.

The IT Ministry, he said, 
stands fully in support of the 
growth of global Indian elec-
tronics companies that will, in 
turn, support global electronic 
brands who want to make India 
their trusted manufacturing 
and talent partner.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Billionaire Mukesh 
Ambani’s three children on Fri-
day attended the board meeting 
of Reliance Industries Ltd soon 
after they won shareholders’ nod 
to be a director on the board of 
India’s most valuable company.

All three – twins Akash and 
Isha, and Anant – attended the 
meeting of the board of direc-
tors called to approve second 
quarter (July-September) earn-
ings of Reliance Industries Ltd, 
company officials said.

Akash was in the national 
capital in the forenoon, attend-
ing the India Mobile Congress, 
where Jio, a unit of Reliance, 
unveiled a satellite broadband 
service to broaden internet ac-
cess to the remotest corners of 
the country.

The three got shareholder 
nod through a postal ballot, 
setting in motion a succession 
plan at India’s most valuable 
company.

While twins Akash and Isha, 
32, got more than 98 per cent 
of the votes for a board seat, An-
ant, 28, whose appointment had 
been opposed by proxy advisory 
firms because of his young age, 
managed to get 92.7 per cent 
votes, according to a stock ex-
change filing of the company.

Company chairman Mukesh 
Ambani, 66, had at the company’s 
annual shareholders meeting in 
August announced that his three 
children Akash, Isha and Anant 
would be inducted into Reliance’s 
board of directors (BoD).

He had also stated that he 
would continue to be the chair-
man and CEO of the company 
for five more years, with a fo-
cus on grooming and empow-
ering its ‘next-gen’ leaders.

Thereafter, Reliance sent out 
a postal ballot to shareholders 
seeking a nod for their appoint-
ment to the board of directors 
of the company. The results 
of the shareholder vote were 
posted by Reliance on Friday.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Friday extended the time 
period for accreditation of ha-
lal certification bodies and reg-
istration of export units by six 
months till April 5, 2024.

On April 6 this year, the Di-
rectorate General of Foreign 
Trade (DGFT) notified policy 
conditions for halal certifica-
tion process for meat and meat 
products while directing the 
existing bodies to seek accredi-
tation from National Accredi-
tation Board for Certification 
Bodies (NABCB) for i-CAS (In-
dian Conformity Assessment 
Scheme) Halal in six months.

"Time period for accredita-
tion of halal certification bod-
ies and registration of export 
units have been extended by a 
period of six months i.e., up to 
April 5, 2024," the DGFT said in 
a notification.

DGFT is an arm of the min-
istry which deals with exports 
and import-related issues.

As per the guidelines, meat 
and its products are allowed to 
be exported as 'halal certified' 
only if they are produced, pro-
cessed and packaged in a facil-
ity having a valid certificate is-
sued by a body accredited by a 
board of the Quality Council of 
India.

They have to seek accredita-
tion from NABCB.

Products covered under the 
notification include meat of 
bovine animals, fish and chilled 
meat of sheep and goats; and 
sausages and similar meat 

products.
To streamline the certifica-

tion of meat and meat products 
as halal from the country, a 
scheme titled 'India Conformi-
ty Assessment Scheme (i-CAS)' 
has been developed.

Earlier, there was no manda-
tory halal certification system 
in India regulated by the gov-
ernment as the country does 
not have a national regulation 
for the certification.

The global halal food market 
reached a value of USD 1978 
billion in 2021. Looking ahead, 
the market is projected to reach 
USD 3,907.7 billion by 2027.

In India, the country's halal 
industry is still in its infancy. 
There are no specific labelling 
requirements for halal food 
products imported to India.

Halal certification is given by 
many private companies in the 
country, marking the food or 
products as permissible.

The major halal-certifying 
organisations in the country 
include Halal India Pvt Ltd and 
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind Halal Trust.

The International Halal Ac-
creditation Forum (IHAF) is an 
international network of ac-
creditation bodies mandated to 
enforce halal standards in their 
economies.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Reliance Jio on 
Friday announced it has suc-
cessfully demonstrated India's 
first satellite-based giga-fibre 
service to provide high-speed 
broadband services to previ-
ously inaccessible geographies 
within India.

Jio demonstrated JioSpace-
Fiber, its new satellite broad-
band, at the India Mobile Con-
gress on Friday.

Chairman of Reliance Jio In-
focomm Ltd Akash Ambani also 
showcased Jio's indigenous 
technology and products, in-
cluding JioSpaceFiber, to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the 
Jio pavilion at the event.

The service will be available 
across the length and breadth 
of the country at highly afford-
able prices, the company said 
in a release.

Jio currently delivers high-
speed broadband fixed line and 
wireless services to over 450 
million Indian consumers.

"To accelerate digital inclu-
sivity for every household in 
India, Jio has added JioSpace-
Fiber to its premier lineup of 
broadband services, JioFiber 

and JioAirFiber," the release 
said.

The satellite network will 
also support additional capac-
ity for mobile backhaul, further 
enhancing the availability and 
scale of Jio 5G in the remotest 
parts of the country.

Jio is partnering with SES 
to access the world's latest in 
medium earth orbit (MEO) 
satellite technology, the only 
MEO constellation capable of 
delivering truly unique Gigabit, 
fibre-like services from space.

"With Jio having access to a 
combination of SES's O3b and 
new O3b mPOWER satellites, it 
is the only company that offers 
game-changing technology, 
providing scalable and afford-
able broadband across all of In-
dia with a level of guaranteed 
reliability and service flexibili-
ty that is a first in the industry," 
Jio said.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI:  Equity benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty on Fri-
day reversed their six-session 
losing streak and rebounded 
more than 1 per cent on value-
buying in auto, IT, financial and 
energy stocks.

Better-than-expected quar-
terly financial results of corpo-
rates also boosted investor sen-
timents even as uncertainties 
persisted over the escalating 
tensions in the Middle East, ac-
cording to analysts.

In a largely range-bound trade, 
the 30-share BSE Sensex rose 
634.65 points or 1.01 per cent 
to settle at 63,782.80 points. 
During the session, it swung be-
tween a high of 63,913.13 points 
and a low of 63,393.37 points.

Likewise, the wider gauge Nif-
ty surged 202.45 points or 1.07 
per cent to 19,059.70 points.

"Domestic equities ended 
higher following positive global 
cues. The US Q3 GDP data came 
in at a two-year high of 4.9 per 
cent, which was better than the 
expectation of 4.2 per cent and 
shows strong US economy resil-
ience.

"Even on the domestic front, 

heavyweights like Maruti, Cipla 
and Dr Reddy came out with ro-
bust results during the session, 
which boosted investor senti-
ments," Siddhartha Khemka, 
Head - Retail Research, Motilal 
Oswal Financial Services Ltd, 
said.

Axis Bank was the biggest 
gainer in the Sensex pack, rising 
3.07 per cent, followed by HCL 
Tech, SBI, NTPC, Tata Motors, 
Nestle India, and Infosys.

Shares of index heavyweight 
Reliance Industries witnessed 
heavy buying as it surged 1.75 
per cent to close at Rs 2,265.25 
apiece. The company will an-
nounce its quarterly financial 
numbers after market hours.

Maruti Suzuki India on Fri-
day reported a whopping 80.3 
per cent increase in net profit 
at Rs 3,716.5 crore in the July-
September quarter driven by 
better sales, softening commod-
ity prices, cost reduction efforts 
and higher non-operating in-
come.

On the other hand, Asian 
Paints, Ultratech Cement and 
ITC were the laggards.

"The domestic market recov-
ered well compared to yester-
day's sharp corrections, due to 

restrained FII selling, along with 
moderation in currency and 
global bond yield volatility.

"To date, the Q2 results out-
come is decent, which is in line 
with the buoyant estimate. Yet, 
the market is not enthusiastic as 
we are at the cusp of earnings 
downgrade in anticipation of a 
further slowdown in the world 
economy due to elevated inter-
est rates and geopolitical risk," 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research at 
Geojit Financial Services, said.

In the broader market, the 
BSE midcap gauge gained 1.70 
per cent, and the smallcap index 
rose 1.89 per cent.

All the sectoral indices ended 
in the green, utility gained 2.22 
per cent, power jumped 2.04 per 
cent, services (1.79 per cent), in-
dustrial (1.63 per cent), realty 
(1.63 per cent) and IT (1.36 per 
cent).

In six trading sessions till Oc-
tober 26, Sensex had declined 
3,279.94 points.

"Asian markets mostly rose 
after data showed the US econo-
my was growing robustly and as 
robust forecasts from Amazon.
com and Intel, along with a pull-
back in Treasury yields lifted 
megacaps.

‘GI Tag Has Opened 
New Window To Saffron 
At National, Int’l Levels’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR-  The Director Ag-
riculture Kashmir, Chowdhury 
Mohammad Iqbal Friday visited 
Saffron fields of Pampore and 
took stock of the saffron har-
vesting activities and interven-
tions by the department.

The Director impressed upon 
the field officers to work in 
close coordination with the saf-
fron farmers and ensure that 
proper guidance is provided to 
the farmers during the pre and 
post harvesting ( flower pick-
ing) operations.

He said that department is working to bring more newer 
areas under saffron cultivation and added that GI tag has 
opened new window to Kashmir saffron at national and in-
ternational levels.

Iqbal impressed upon the saffron growers to take benefit 
from the latest facilities and technological interventions 
available at India International Kashmir Saffron Trade Cen-
tre (IIKSTC).

Later, the Director held an interactive meeting with a 
central team on saffron crop. The meeting discussed the 
overall scenario of saffron crop in Kasmir division and an 
exchange of ideas took place among the participants of 
meeting.

Joint Director agriculture Extension GM Dhobi, Dy Direc-
tor National Horticulture Board, representatives of central 
team on saffron crop, were also present in the meeting.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Income Tax Department 
and the office of the Deputy Com-
missioner on Friday organised an 
outreach and sensitisation program 
to promote awareness and under-
standing of taxation and financial 
matters.

During the program, Deputy Com-
missioner Income Tax Jammu, Dr. 
Mohnish Digra, along with Income 
Tax Officer Jammu, Rajneesh Gupta, 
led an interactive session with the 
Drawing and Disbursing Officers and 
Assistant Accounts Officers repre-
senting different departments.

Dr. Mohnish Digra, emphasised 
the importance of financial literacy 
and underscored India's aspiration 
to become a developed nation by 
2047. He highlighted the consistent 
increase in net Direct Tax collections 
and the number of income tax re-
turn filed over the years.

Furthermore, Dr. Mohnish Digra, 
addressed the audience regard-
ing a concerning trend of claim-
ing wrongful deductions to secure 
fraudulent refunds, leading to losses 
for the government. DDOs were sen-
sitised about their role in verifying 
the legitimacy of such deductions 

by employees, with a reminder that 
the Income Tax Department closely 
monitors such cases.

Rajneesh Gupta, stressed the 
serious consequences of claiming 
fraudulent refunds, including scru-
tiny of cases, tax recovery and the 
imposition of penalties under sec-
tion 270A, amounting to 200% of 
the evaded tax. He noted that such 
actions can lead to prosecution un-
der section 276C of the Income Tax 
Act, potentially resulting in rigorous 
imprisonment of up to seven years.

Gupta also informed the audience 
about the available remedies for rec-
tifying errors, such as filing updated 
returns under section 139(8A) of the 
IT Act for Assessment Years 2021-22 
and 2022-23, with the payment of 
50% and 25% penalties, respectively, 
in addition to the tax. Revision of ITR 
for Assessment Year 2023-24 can be 
done without any penalty.

Throughout the program, interac-
tions took place, addressing various 
issues related to the accurate filing 
of ITRs, the utilisation of the Income 
Tax chatbot, different deductions 
available under the Income Tax Act 
of 1961 and the benefits of tax cal-
culation under both the old and new 
tax regimes.
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Border Flares
gun fire and targeted our posts. Around 1 am 

the Rangers again fired and targeted BSF posts, 
leading to an exchange of fire,” the statement 
said.

Firing continued till 2:45 am, it said.
The BSF said the condition of the injured 

jawan was stable while material damage was 
being ascertained.

The intermittent exchange of fire between 
Pakistani Rangers and BSF personnel along the 
International Border in Arnia and RS Pura sec-
tors of Jammu district ended early Friday.

Scores of families that had fled the border 
hamlets overnight after the unprovoked firing 
by Pakistani Rangers have now started return-
ing to their homes.
Cross-Border Shelling

in the Arnia area and lasted for around seven 
hours.

A BSF jawan and a woman were injured in 
the Pakistani firing, while several houses were 
damaged by the shelling, officials said.

Ishant Saini’s brother Deepak told PTI, “We 
are feeling sorry for the guests who left in panic 
without enjoying the feast after being informed 
about Pakistani shelling in our village.”

He said that they had to make last-minute 
changes to some of the marriage rituals as well.

“As per our tradition, the ‘phere’ was sup-
posed to be performed at the bride’s house. But 
since it is located near the zero line, we decided 
to perform this important ritual at this venue 
as well,” Deepak told PTI at the marriage hall.

“This is the time for harvesting paddy. But 
the Pakistani firing forced the labourers to 
flee. It is after a gap of four to five years that 
our village came under (mortar) shelling from 
Pakistan,” said Deepak Choudhary, a local of 
Nai Basti village.

He said that at least half a dozen shells land-
ed in the village, leaving her relative Rajni Bala 
injured. She is now undergoing treatment at 
the Government Medical College Hospital in 
Jammu.

The house of Pawan Kumar of Buley Chek 
village near the zero line also suffered damage 
due to the explosion of a mortar shell.

“We had forgotten about the cross-border 
shelling... now we are in panic as the under-
ground bunkers are not in proper condition,” 
he said.

Vijay Kumar, a soldier who had come to his 
village on leave said, “We had to leave our vil-
lage as we cannot take shelter in underground 
bunkers which have not been used for a long 
time. How long will we tolerate shelling from 
Pakistan?”

He said since this is the season of weddings, 
people initially took the sound of firing as the 
bursting of firecrackers but as the intensity 
grew, they fled for safety.

Highlighting the need for upkeep of the un-
derground bunkers, Vijay Kumar said these 
have turned into dens of snakes and poisonous 
insects.

These shelters must be cleaned immediately 
and must have an electricity supply, he said.

Rupali Devi, who along with her husband 
also left their village, said all the people resid-
ing in the border areas do not have access to 
underground bunkers.

“We have not thought of a situation where 
we have to leave our homes again. While I am 
outside the village, many of my family mem-
bers are there. Thankfully they are safe,” an-
other local Sohan said.
Students Take

Pakistan last night.
“The school falls within the range of Pakistani 

shelling and most of the 50-odd students did 
not turn up in view of the tense situation. 
However, those who did were accommodated 
inside the underground bunker within the 
school premises,” Anju Seth, a teacher from the 
school, said. In all, 15 students took classes in 
the bunker.

She said the school got numerous phone calls 
from panic-stricken parents since morning. 
“We told them that it was their call whether 
they wanted to send their wards to the school, 
and that the management had decided to hold 
the classes in the bunker for the safety of the 
students for the time being.”

Sethi said the government has built under-
ground bunkers for the border residents for a 
purpose and “we are using the facility for the 
benefit of the children.”

Himankshi Devi, a class 8 student, said her 
family decided to move to a safer place after 
the heavy shelling by Pakistan.

“We were frightened by the shelling but I 
motivated them to stay back. I want to attend 
my school otherwise my studies will get im-
pacted,” she said, adding, “my fear was gone 
when I reached the school and our classes 

shifted to an underground bunker.”
Her classmate Shravan Kumar, who wants 

to be a soldier, said he will continue to go to 
school, come what may.

“Ceasefire or no ceasefire, life on the border 
will continue, so we have to adjust with the 
situation and ensure that we do not miss our 
classes,” he said.

Nidhi, also a class 8 student, said she wants 
to join the police force and staying home serves 
no purpose.

“We used to attend our classes in under-
ground bunkers some five years back when 
there were frequent ceasefire violations. We 
have enjoyed peace on the border since and 
hope there is no more firing so that we can at-
tend our classes normally,” she said.
Shutdowns, Stone-Pelting

in world development and we are slowly 
moving in this direction of making this era the 
era of our nation,” he added.
Sopore Man Gets

committed offence u/s 138 read with section 
142 of Negotiable Instruments Act. Therefore, 
(the) accused is convicted for commission of 
offence u/s 138 Negotiable Instruments Act 
only,” the court said and sentenced him to un-
dergo simple imprisonment for a period of six 
months.

The court also sentenced him by way of 
fine to the tune of rupees double the cheque 
amount which equals to Rs.6, 52000.

“The fine imposed shall be recovered by issu-
ance of levy warrant to be executed by District 
Collector Baramulla authorizing him to real-
ize the total amounting to Rs 6,52000 (Six lacs 
Fifty two thousand) by execution/attachment 
through civil process against both movable and 
immovable property of the accused,” the court 
said and directed District Collector Baramulla 
to file compliance report within one month.

According to the plea, the complainant had 
paid advance money to the accused in con-
nection with apple business. However after a 
few years, the business ties did not remain the 
same and finally after the settlement of ac-
counts, an amount of Rs. 3,26000 (Three lac 
Twenty Six thousand) were found outstanding 
against the accused. The accused had issued a 
cheque to the complainant in 2020 which was 
dishonoured.
2014 Not A Date

“Everyone knows what happened during the 
2G (telecom spectrum allocation during the 
UPA government). During our government, 4G 
was expanded but there was no stain on us,” 
he said. “I am confident that India will lead the 
world in 6G technology.”

Modi took swipes at the Congress-led UPA, 
saying just like outdated phones whose fro-
zen screens won’t work no matter how many 
swipes were done or buttons pressed, the pre-
vious government too was in such a perpetual 
frozen state.

“A restart, or charging the battery or even 
changing the battery did not work,” he said.

The same was true for the government of 
that time, he said. “The Indian economy and 
the then government were in the perpetual 
hang or frozen mode.”

“In 2014, people gave up such outdated 
phones and gave us an opportunity to serve the 
country,” he said.

Modi said the coming to power of his gov-
ernment led to a sea change - “At that time we 
were importers of mobile phones. Now we are 
an exporter of mobile phones. At that time our 
presence in mobile manufacturing was negli-
gible. Now we are the world’s second biggest 
mobile phone manufacturer. Then there was 
no clear vision on electronics manufacturing. 
Today we are exporting around Rs 2 lakh crore 
worth of electronics.”

Recently, Google announced that they will 
make their Pixel phones in India. This comes on 
the back of Samsung already making its Fold-5 
and Apple manufacturing iPhone-15 in India, 
he said. “Today we all are proud that the entire 
world is using made in India mobile phones.”

India Mobile Congress (IMC) is the largest 
telecom, media, and technology forum in Asia. 
The IMC 2023 aims to strengthen India’s posi-
tion as a developer, manufacturer, and exporter 
of key cutting-edge technologies. During the 
programme, the prime minister awarded 100 
‘5G Use Case Labs’ to educational institutions 
across the country.

Modi said the 5G rollout surprised the world. 
“India moved from the 5G rollout stage to 5G 
reach out stage,” he said.

Within one year of 5G rollout, the prime 
minister said 4 lakh 5G base stations, which 
cover more than 97 per cent of the cities and 80 
per cent of the population, have been installed.

The speed of median mobile broadband 
speeds have increased 3 times within one year 
and India moved from the 118th position to the 
43rd position in terms of broadband speed. 
“India is not only expanding the 5G network 
in the country but also laying emphasis on be-
coming a leader in 6G,” he said.

He said beyond ranking and numbers, im-
provement in internet connectivity and speed 
leads to enhanced ease of living. He narrated 
the benefits of improved connectivity and 
speed in education, medicine, tourism, and 
agriculture.

“We believe in the power of democratization. 
The benefit of development should reach every 
section and region, everyone should benefit 
from the resources in India, everyone should 
have a life of dignity and the benefit of tech-
nology should reach everyone. We are working 
rapidly in this direction,” he said. “For me, this 
is the biggest social empowerment.”

He went on to state that “access to capital, 
access to resources and access to technology” 
is a priority for our government. Collateral-free 
loans under the Mudra scheme, access to toi-
lets, and DBT through JAM Trinity are steps in 
that direction.

The prime minister emphasized that India’s 
startup ecosystem has made a significant place 
for itself in the world in the last few years. 
“India has made a century of unicorns in fairly 
less time and has now become one of the top 3 
startup ecosystems in the world.”

Before 2014, India was home to only a few 
hundred startups which have now grown to 
about one lakh.

Prime Minister Modi also touched upon the 
‘Aspire’ programme, an initiative by the IMC 
to mentor startups in the country and exuded 
confidence that the step will hugely benefit the 
youth of India.

He stressed on the need to take the success 
in mobile and electronics manufacturing even 
further. “For the success of both hardware and 
software in the tech ecosystem, it is important 
that we build a strong semiconductor manu-
facturing sector in India,” he said, adding the 
Rs 80,000 crore PLI scheme is going on for the 
development of semiconductors.

Today, semiconductor companies around the 
world are investing in semiconductor assem-
bly and testing facilities in collaboration with 
Indian companies.

India’s semiconductor mission is moving for-
ward with the vision of meeting not only its do-
mestic demand but also the needs of the world, 
he added.

Prime Minister Modi also highlighted threats 
from cybersecurity and the safety of network 
infrastructure.

He lamented the missed opportunities when 
it came to the adoption of new technologies in 
the past.

“This period of the 21st century is the time of 
India’s Thought Leadership,” he said and urged 
thought leaders to create new domains which 
can be followed by others.

He gave the example of the UPI which is 
leading the entire world in the digital pay-
ments system today. “India has the power of 
young demography and the power of vibrant 
democracy.”

The 100 5G labs initiative is an endeavour 
to realize the opportunities associated with 
5G technology by encouraging the develop-
ment of 5G applications which cater, both 
to India’s unique needs as well as the global 
demands.

The unique initiative will foster innovation 
across various socioeconomic sectors like edu-
cation, agriculture, health, power, transporta-
tion etc, and propel the country into the fore-
front of usage of 5G technology.
‘India Most Favourite

Kashmir, here on Friday.
Speaking on India’s emergence as a strong 

economic power, the LG said that under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
the government policies and programmes for 
holistic development have put the economy on 
a sustainable path of high-growth and shaping 
the economic trajectory of India.

“Today, India is the most favourite destina-
tion for trade and investment and we contin-
ue to be the fastest-growing economy in the 
world.  With the vision of inclusive, progres-
sive and sustainable growth, it is being ensured 
that fruits of our development percolate to the 
grassroots,” he said.

He called for collective efforts to unlock the 
potential of growth-oriented sectors and put a 
special focus on job creation, infrastructure and 
investment, women empowerment, MSMEs, 
skill development, health and nutrition, which 
are the important pillars of India 2.0.

Sinha also shared the socio-economic re-
forms introduced in various sectors over the 

past few years to bring J&K at par with other 
developed regions in the country.

“We have prepared a blueprint for 
Governance @ 2047 and are executing com-
prehensive strategies to meet the future goals 
in key sectors like education, health, human 
resource, industry, infrastructure, connectivity, 
tourism, agriculture & allied sectors,” he said.

He also commended the important contri-
bution of IEASA in improving the understand-
ing of the development process and economic 
policies of the country.

Earlier, the LG in his address appreciated 
the endeavour of the Indian Economics & 
Allied Sciences Association for deliberation on 
India’s development strategy of Aatma Nirbhar 
Bharat, development issues of J&K, Ladakh and 
tribal population in India and comprehen-
sive analysis of policy measures towards the 
achievement of Viksit Bharat by 2047, during 
the three-day conference.

Prof Sudhakar Panda, IEASA and Dr Alok 
Kumar Secretary IEASA also spoke on the oc-
casion and highlighted the key features of the 
annual conference.

LG also released the Conference Souvenir on 
the occasion.
Swain Given

Jammu and Kashmir, in addition to his exist-
ing charge with effect from November 1, 2023 
and until further order,” the order said.

Swain, who served as police chief of both 
the winter and summer capitals -- Jammu and 
Srinagar -- had an extensive tenure of 15 years 
on central deputation. He was also the SSP of 
Ramban, Poonch and Leh.

The officer returned to the state cadre in 
2020, where he was elevated as Intelligence 
Chief this year in June, replacing senior IPS of-
ficer B Srinivas, who has now been posted as 
DGP Puducherry.

Presently serving as the Intelligence Chief of 
the Union Territory, Swain had also served in 
the J&K Vigilance organisation in 2004-06 as 
AIG and DIG.
Doctors Alarmed

Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).
“This generally happens when drug users 

exchange needles or other related equipment 
while injecting drugs, and when their judg-
ment is clouded by drugs and they engage in 
unprotected intercourse with an infected part-
ner,” he said.

“His brain and behavior are severely affected 
by drug addiction to the point that a drug ad-
dict loses self-control. Drug abuse can acceler-
ate the spread of HIV and aggravate its symp-
toms, particularly in the brain. A drug addict 
is sexually more active than an average person 
and being high on drugs they don’t even bother 
to use protection while having an intercourse,” 
he added.

Expressing serious concern over the rising 
drug menace among youngsters in the Valley, 
renowned virologist and president Doctors 
Association of Kashmir (DAK), Dr Nisar-ul-
Hassan said the drug abusers are more vulner-
able to viral infections, including HIV and hepa-
titis B and C.

“Needles and syringes are potential sources 
of Hepatitis C for a drug addict. The Hepatitis C 
virus is more likely to spread when needles and 
syringes are shared or reused because they can 
hold more blood after use than syringes with 
fixed needles,” Dr Nisar told Kashmir Observer.

Hepatitis B virus (HBV), he said, uses both 
direct and indirect processes to help in the de-
velopment of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC).

“Living with a chronic infection of either the 
hepatitis B or hepatitis C virus raises chances of 
developing liver cancer. Hepatitis B infection-
related inflammation can result in cirrhosis, or 
significant liver scarring, which can compro-
mise the liver’s capacity to function,” the DAK 
president added.

He said that SMHS hospital receives an in-
creased number of Hepatitis B and C patients 
on a daily basis who use drugs, and that any 
laxity on the patient’s side vis-à-vis treatment 
might result in his premature and unexpected 
death.

“A drug user is more susceptible to HIV-AIDS 
in addition to hepatitis C and B because they 
inject drugs more often using contaminated sy-
ringes. Hepatitis C and B are on the rise in the 
Kashmir Valley, with worrisome rates,” he said.
ECI Orders

the website of the Chief Electoral Officer, 
J&K (ceojk.nic.in.) for the information of all 
concerned”, notice reads. “Assistant Electoral 
Registration Officer (Migrant) in Delhi, Jammu 
& Udhampur shall receive the claims and ob-
jections from the Kashmiri Migrants living 
within their jurisdiction as per the schedule 
mentioned above”, it adds.

The notice further reads that all individuals 
who are 18 years of age or above as on 01-01-
2024 can get their names enrolled in the elec-
toral rolls by filing Form No. 6 used for regis-
tration of new electors. It adds that Form-7 can 
be used for objections to proposed inclusion/
for deletion of name in existing electoral roll, 
Form-8 can be used for multiple purposes like 
correction of any particulars in the roll, shift-
ing of residence (within or outside constitu-
ency), replacement of EPIC, and marking of 
person with disability and Form 6B can be used 
for capturing Aadhaar number of the existing 
electors.

The notice also reads that in addition to 
above, all those who shall be attaining the age 
of eligibility on the remaining three qualify-
ing dates, i.e 1st April, 1st July and 1st October, 
2024 can also submit their advance claims and 
the Forms & Draft Electoral Roll can be down-
loaded at www.ceojk.nic.in.

Further, the notice reads that the claims and 
objections can be filled in both online as well as 
offline mode. For online filing of claims/objec-
tions, one can log on to Voter’s Service Portal 
(voterseci.gov.in) or download voter helpline 
app (VHA) and for offline mode, the concerned 
BLO/AERO/ERO can be contacted, it adds.

The notice also reads that all stakeholders 
are requested to participate in the revision 
exercise in order to ensure that the maximum 
number of eligible voters are enrolled in the 
Electoral Rolls.
Pesky Power Cuts

the power scenario is adding to the losses ev-
ery day,” he said.

Meanwhile, Principal Secretary Power 
Development Department (PDD), H Rajesh 
Prasad said that the electricity to the consum-
ers is being supplied as per the power demand 
in both the divisions of Jammu & Kashmir.

The Principal Secretary said that the power 
demand at present in Kashmir is 1200 MWs 
while in Jammu it is 1100 MWs, which fluctu-
ates, but the supply is being ensured as per the 
demand.

Compared to last year, adequate electricity 
is being supplied to the people at this time as 
the power cuts have reduced, he said, adding 
that as and when the power demand increases, 
more electricity will be procured to ensure ad-
equate electricity to the consumers.

“In a meeting held today, the officials were 
asked to strictly adhere to the power cur-
tailment,” he said when asked about the 
complaints of erratic power supply to the 
people—(KNO)
Dry Weather

“Overall, no major wet spell for the next ten 
days in Jammu and Kashmir,” he added.

Wanted Criminal
Bishna and Kishtwar, they said.

Bengali Tourist

have started further proceedings in this 
regard.
Jammu Bans Bovine

bulls, calves etc cannot be transported from 
Jammu to other districts except with permis-
sion from the District Magistrate or Additional 
District Magistrate, Jammu.

This order shall come into force with imme-
diate effect and shall remain in force for a peri-
od of two months from the date of its issuance 
till the same is rescinded, whichever is earlier.
PM Modi Wishes

the test of time,” he added.
Tiger Kills

way to Kota from Jaipur and would visit the 
hospital where Nagar’s body has been kept.

An employee of Abheda Biological Park, who 
did not wish to be named, said Nagar’s neck 
was dislocated in the attack.

“The gate of the enclosure was most likely 
left open or was loosely bolted after the care-
taker sprayed the medicine on the tiger. When 
he was leaving, the tiger, which was uneasy due 
to the medicine, attacked him. The caretaker’s 
neck was dislocated in the incident,” the em-
ployee said.

As people raised an alarm, the tiger went 
back to its cage. Nagar was rushed to the hos-
pital, where doctors declared him dead, he 
added.

Abheda Biological Park incharge Sunil Gupta 
said the tiger has been undergoing treatment 
for an injury.

The caretaker sprayed medicine every day on 
the tiger’s injury, he said.

The caretaker’s body has been kept in the 
mortuary for post-mortem examination, the 
officials said.

CS Flags Off J&K Contingent Of Amrit Kalash Yatra For New Delhi
83 Lakh People Participated In Nearly 2 Month Long ‘Amrit Kalash Yatra’ Journey
Observer News Service

Jammu: Chief Secretary, Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta Friday flagged off Amrit 
Kalash Yatra under "Meri Mati Mera 
Desh" (Mitti Ko Naman Veeron Ko 
Vandan) to New Delhi at Conventional 
Centre Jammu here.

Those who were present included 
Additional Chief Secretary (ACS), 
Home, R K Goel; Commissioner 
Secretary GAD, Sanjeev Verma; 
Secretary Culture, Dr Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah, other Administrative  
Secretaries, IGP Jammu,  Div Com 
Jammu, DC  Jammu and senior officers 
of civil and police administration be-
sides a large number of members of 
PRIs across the UT.

The program was started with the 
lighting of traditional lamp by the 
Chief guest and other dignitaries.

On the occasion, the Chief Secretary 
also administered a Pledge on 
PanchPran (Pratigya) with the partici-
pants including developed country by 
1947.

Chief Secretary and other dignitar-
ies also kept some Mitti in the Kalash 
(pot) under 'muthibharmitti' during 
the program. He called it a symbolic 
step to show the solidarity with other 
countrymen of our great nation.

Addressing the gathering, Chief 
Secretary said that 83 lakh people 
from Jammu and Kashmir participated 
in Meri Maati Mera Desh that is high-
est participation on the basis of popu-
lation ratio of the States/UTs of the 
country. He called this achievement 
remarkable and appreciated all who 
took make this a reality.

Dr Mehta also appreciated the con-
cerned departments for making this a 

grand success in the UT. He said a large 
number of events were conducted at 
panchayat and block levels.  During 
the program, Mitti (soil) was collected 

from every household and was mixed 
to celebrate the rich cultural, linguistic 
and social diversity of the country.

Chief Secretary maintained that the 

UT has attained top most status in vari-
ous fields by virtue of the commitment of 
both people and administration together. 
He made out that each household of J&K 
should feel proud of this brisk pace of de-
velopment which the UT has made dur-
ing the past couple of years.

Dr Mehta observed that the UT has 
now made it an attribute to figure 
among top most performers in the 
country in almost all of the programs 
carried out at national level.

Earlier, Secretary Culture, Dr Syed 
Abid Rasheed Shah also highlighted 
the activities carried out during the 
first phase of this event at panchayat 
and block level. He also addressed the 
representatives who are scheduled 
to participate in the final program at 
New Delhi on 31st of this month.

Earlier, the Chief secretary also 
kickstarted a plantation drive as part 

of ‘Vasudha Vandhan' by planting a 
tree in the campus. He also unveiled 
a Shilaphalakam in the same premises 
to celebrate the creation of highest 
number of these structures in the UT.

It is to be mentioned here that this 
Amrit Kalash yatras contains mitti 
from each household and collected 
at block level and  is to be taken to 
New Delhi by a volunteer for creation 
of a national monument to be called 
AmritVatika.

The Chief Secretary complimented 
all stakeholders for successful culmi-
nation of this year long program. The 
J&K contingent comprises of nearly 
400 volunteers from each block and 
ULB of the UT.  The teams shall be led 
by officers from culture and District 
level nodal officers for smooth move-
ment of this yatra to the National 
Capital.
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Upbeat Australia Take On 
Formidable New Zealand

Wounded Bangla Tigers Aim To 
Revive WC Campaign Against Dutch

Real Kashmir Play RUFC In 
I-League Opener Today

JKFA Name J&K Women’s Team 
Probables For Nationals

Srinagar Premier League

Aiman Shines As Iqbal Sports Beat Kashmir Panthers 3-2

J&K Gymnasts 
Win Another 
Silver In National 
School Games

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The J&K Gymnastics team 
secured another Silver medal on Friday 
at a group event in the ongoing 37th 
National School Games being held at 
Goa.

The J&K Gymnastics team included 
Gourav Chettri, Parul Mehra, Dhruv De-
wan, Laksh Mahajan and Manav Gupta.

The team defeated SSCB, Gujarat and 
West Bengal in their run to the final 
round of competition.

J&K Sports Council congratulated the 
team for their Silver medal. 

Next Generation 'Clasico': Bellingham Faces 1st Game Against Barcelona
The Associated Press

BARCELONA:  Jude Bellingham 
has blossomed into a clinical 
scorer since joining Real Ma-
drid. Now his team hopes Bell-
ingham will be fully fit when he 
faces his first “clasico” match at 
Barcelona on Saturday.

The England midfielder is 
on scoring streak with 11 goals 
in 12 matches so far this cam-
paign, compared to 14 goals in 
all of last season for German 
side Borussia Dortmund.

Bellingham appeared to be 
bothered by a leg problem 
when he was substituted after 
scoring his latest goal in a 2-1 
win at Braga in the Champions 
League on Tuesday. Coach Car-
lo Ancelotti, however, said im-
mediately after the victory that 
it was nothing serious.

“He’s all right,” Ancelotti 
said. “He was feeling it a little 
bit in his abductors because it 
was a soft pitch. He’s a little 
tired but that’s to be expected.”

Madrid tops the Spanish 
league level on points with Gi-
rona, with Barcelona one point 
behind in third place going into 

the game between the fierce 
rivals. Atletico Madrid is also 
fourth at three points back.

If he is in top form, Belling-
ham should once again be the 
focus of an attack that has been 
prolific despite losing Karim 
Benzema this summer.

Barcelona also has several 
injury doubts. Top scorer Rob-
ert Lewandowski, who has six 
goals overall, has missed the 
last three games with an ankle 
injury, while midfielders Pe-
dri Rodríguez and Frenkie de 
Jong, winger Raphinha and 
Jule Koundé have also been 
sidelined.

Coach Xavi Hernández 
would not say if he expects 
to have these players back on 
Saturday.

“We won’t force anyone (to 
come back too soon). They 
have to be 100 percent ready,” 
Xavi said after Barcelona 
beat Shakhtar Donetsk 2-1 
in the Champions League on 
Wednesday.

The absences of those regu-
lar starters has had an upside: 
it has allowed Barcelona to 
give opportunities to the latest 

young talents to emerge from 
its La Masia youth academy.

Midfielder Fermín López, 
20, was the team’s best player 
against Shakhtar, scoring a 
goal and hitting the woodwork 
twice. That came four days 
after 17-year-old Marc Guiu 

became the second-youngest 
player this century to score on 
his league debut when he net-
ted in a 1-0 win over Athletic 
Bilbao.

Not to forget 16-year-old 
Lamine Yamal, who is adding 
up records after becoming the 

youngest player to score for 
both Barcelona and Spain in re-
cent weeks.

Ferran Torres and newcomer 
João Félix, both 23 years old, 
have also made the most of 
their chances to start in attack 
with Lewandowski and Raph-
inha out, combining for eight 
goals.

All in all, this “clasico” prom-
ises to be a game featuring a 
new generation of players for 
both sides with Madrid relying 
on Bellingham (20), Vinícius 
Júnior (23), and Eduardo Cama-
vinga (20), and Barcelona able 
to counter with its own crop of 
youngsters.

It will be the first “clasico” 
Barcelona plays after the exit 
of Sergio Busquets and Jordi 
Alba, the last pillars of its 
golden era when it won ev-
erything with Lionel Messi 
and Xavi as a player. For Ma-
drid, Ancelotti will have to 
decide how to use Luka Mo-
dric, the 38-year-old former 
Ballon d’Or winner, who has 
lost his set place in the start-
ing 11 since the arrival of 
Bellingham.

CONTROVERSY
Real Madrid president Flo-

rentino Pérez reportedly won’t 
accompany the team, as he 
normally does to games against 
Barcelona, after relations be-
tween the powerhouses — who 
remain aligned behind the 
frustrated Super League plan — 
have been strained by off-the-
field controversies.

Madrid and Barcelona have 
been estranged by the scandal 
of Barcelona’s payment of mil-
lions of euros over several years 
to a former referee working in 
the Spanish soccer federation. 
The case is being investigated 
by a judge.

Barcelona president Joan La-
porta has denied any wrongdo-
ing by the club and said it is all 
witch hunt that favors Madrid.

Tension also increased af-
ter Barcelona board member 
Miquel Camps posted a mes-
sage on X, formerly known 
as Twitter, this week calling 
Vinícius a “clown,” apparently 
for his playing style during the 
game at Braga.

Camps later erased the mes-
sage, and Barcelona spokes-

man Rafa Yuste called it “inap-
propriate.”

ROLLING STONES SHIRTS
Barcelona’s players will wear 

special shirts for the game fea-
turing the Rolling Stones’ icon-
ic “hot lips” logo in place of its 
normal shirt sponsor.

Barcelona, which has a 
sponsorship deal with audio-
streaming service Spotify, has 
worn special shirts for recent 
“clasicos” featuring the logos 
of Spanish pop star Rosalía and 
Canadian rapper Drake.

The game will be the first 
“clasico” at Lluís Companys 
Olympic Stadium, where Bar-
celona is playing this season 
while Camp Nou is remodeled.

OTHER CHASERS
Girona can move provision-

ally into the league lead if it 
gets at least a point against 
Rafa Benítez’s struggling Celta 
Vigo on Friday.

Atletico hosts Alaves on 
Sunday with Antoine Griez-
mann having scored seven 
goals in the league, only one 
fewer Bellingham.

Press Trust of India

DHARAMSALA: An upbeat Aus-
tralia will look to maintain their 
winning momentum and extend 
their dominant record against 
New Zealand in the World Cup, 
when the Trans-Tasman rivals 
face each other in a block-buster 
clash here on Saturday.

Australia bounced back 
from a poor start -- defeats 
against hosts India and South 
Africa -- with three wins on 
the trot, including a record 
309-run thumping of the 
Netherlands in their last out-
ing to sound warning bells to 
their opponents.

Entering a crucial phase 
in the tournament, the five-
time champions are currently 
placed at fourth position, one 
spot behind New Zealand af-
ter five games each. And the 
Pat Cummins-led side would 
look to carry forward the mo-
mentum and strengthen their 
position in the top four.

Even though New Zealand 
have been one of the top 
teams in the competition, 
their ordinary bilateral ODI 
and World Cup against Aus-
tralia makes Cummins and Co 

the favourites.          
With eight wins and three 

losses in 11 matches in World 
Cups so far and overall 95 
wins and 39 losses in 141 
ODIs, Australia have histori-
cally been the better team in 
the Trans-Tasman rivalry.

The fact that New Zealand's 
last ODI win over Australia 
came six years ago in 2017 
would also have a great bear-

ing on the contest here, to 
be played at the picturesque 
HPCA Stadium.  

Teams (from):
Australia: Pat Cummins 

(c), Steve Smith, Alex Carey, 
Josh Inglis, Sean Abbott, Ash-
ton Agar, Cameron Green, 
Josh Hazlewood, Travis Head, 
Mitch Marsh, Glenn Maxwell, 
Marcus Stoinis, David Warner, 

Adam Zampa, Mitchell Starc.
New Zealand: Kane Wil-

liamson (c), Trent Boult, Mark 
Chapman, Devon Conway 
(wk), Lockie Ferguson, Matt 
Henry, Tom Latham (vc & wk), 
Daryl Mitchell, Jimmy Nee-
sham, Glenn Phillips (wk), 
Rachin Ravindra, Mitchell 
Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim South-
ee and Will Young.

Time: 10:30am IST.

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Seeking a revival 
of fortunes, Bangladesh and 
Netherlands will have one last 
chance to keep their slender 
semifinals hopes alive when 
they clash with each other as 
the World Cup finally arrives 
at the hallowed Eden Gardens 
here on Saturday.

As the sports-crazy city 
awakens from its 10-day Durga 
Puja revelry, the World Cup fi-
nally arrives in Kolkata, 23 days 
and 27 matches into the global 
showpiece.

The familiar buzz and the 
World Cup excitement is, how-
ever, missing from the venue 
that is all decked-up for its leg 
of five matches which include 
the marquee India-South Africa 
clash and the second semifinal.

Both teams have one win 
from four outings.

Call it their misfortune or 
lack of a proper planning, Ban-
gladesh's campaign has fallen 
miserably after they began on 
a positive note with a compre-
hensive win over Afghanistan.

Bangladesh had to face three 
heavyweights in defending 
champions England, last edi-
tion's runners-up New Zealand 

and hosts India and the 'Bangla 
Tigers' failed to spring any mag-
ic to see their World Cup cam-
paign almost done and dusted.

They were next drawn 
against South Africa, who were 
not pre-tournament favourites 
but the way the Proteas have 
taken the tournament by storm 
the Shakib Al Hasan-led side 
did not have any Plan B for a 
course-correction.

It has been a not so memo-
rable campaign for the bottom-
placed Netherlands barring the 
upset win over South Africa at 

Dharamsala.
Since then, they have suc-

cumbed to losses against Sri 
Lanka and the resurgent Aus-
tralia in their last two matches. 
Chasing a mammoth 400, the 
Dutchmen folded for 90 to con-
cede a record 309-run defeat to 
Australia.

It remains to be seen how 
their batters cope against the 
wounded Bangla Tigers who 
will hope to revive their cam-
paign in the Puja carnival at-
mosphere here.

Match Starts: 2 pm IST. 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K’s premier 
football club, Real Kashmir FC, 
is set to kick off the 2023-24 
I-League season at Synthetic 
Turf TRC in Srinagar on Sat-
urday, October 28, when they 
take on Rajasthan United FC 
at 2:00 PM. The game will be 
broadcast live on ‘Eurosport.’

Real Kashmir have signed 
a number of local talent to 
bolster their squad. The team 
announced the signing of at 
least 10 local footballers to the 
team in the recent weeks.

J&K football legend Ishfaq 
Ahmad will take charge of 

Real Kashmir for the 2023-24 
I-League season. Ishfaq re-
cently led the Indian Under-17 
team to the SAFF Champion-
ship in Bhutan.

“It’s a completely new 
squad, and even the coach-
ing staff is new,” Ahmad 
told I-League. “In one of my 
first conversations with the 
owner, it became clear that 
he was interested in giving 
more opportunities to local 
players.

“He wanted to give them 
a platform which they lack 
and I completely agree, it’s a 
great idea. That said, we have 
a good mix of foreign players, 

local players and others from 
across the country.”

Real Kashmir 2023-24 
Squad:

Muheet Shabir, Muham-
mad Hammad, Sowban Hi-
lal Sidiqui, Shaher Shaheen, 
Richard Osei Agyemang, Ka-
malpreet Singh, Lamine Moro, 
Paolenmang Tuboi, Jayraj 
Ghelani, Shahid Nazir Wani, 
Sarineo Fernandes, Asrar Re-
hbar, Yakubu Wadudu, Owais 
Malla, Nestor Dias, Moham-
mad Inam, Loken Meitei, Par-
vaiz Parray, Rupert Nongrum, 
Reuben Letkhontinchon

Head Coach: Ishfaq Ahmad

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The J&K Foot-
ball Association on Friday 
announced the list of 28 
probables for the J&K senior 
women’s football team to 
participate in the upcom-
ing 28th National Football 
Championship.

The candidates will now 
compete in a coaching camp 

to determine the final list of 22 
players that will represent J&K 
in the national competition.

“We are thrilled to an-
nounce the selection of tal-
ented players for the coaching 
camp. These young athletes 
have demonstrated their skills, 
dedication, and potential to 
make us proud,” the FA said in 
a statement.

28 Probables For J&K Senior 

Women’s Football Team:
Afsha Ashiq, Arpita Mahajan, 

Adaa, Sabreena, Seerat Par-
ray, Neeta, Ruqaya Ali, Afreena 
Amir, Gomni Rajput, Somiya, 
Rupali, Shabnum, Shranya 
Devi, Zara Riyaz, Pantajalii, 
Tanzeel, Nadiya Nighat, Shivali, 
Charu Sharma, Riya, Mahrukh, 
Mehroosh Baba, Nida, Tanishqa 
Pal, Shah Seerat, Numra, Mus-
kan Tariq, Fouqia

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Aiman scored two goals as 
Iqbal Sports FC beat Kashmir Panther FC 
in a 2023 Srinagar Premier League match 
on Friday at Bakshi Stadium here.

The lone Premier Division game saw 
plenty of excitement as both teams 
played competitive football while go-
ing for the win. Kashmir Panthers took 
the lead in the 20th minute as Arpan 
found the back of the net. Iqbal Sports 
equalised in the 38th minute with 

Aiman bringing his side back on equal 
footing. At half time, the scores read 
1-1.

The second half saw Iqbal Sports 
take the lead for the first time in the 
game, as Shakir made it 2-1 in the 
64th minute. Protecting a slender lead, 
Aiman scored Iqbal Sports’ third goal 
in the 90th minute. Kashmir Panthers 
got one back in added time through Ar-
pan, but it only proved to be a consola-
tion. Iqbal Sports FC secured a 3-2 win, 
with Aiman named man of the match.
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BurgerBurger
Chicken Crispy&&

Quick eats for 
busy people
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WATCH 
Dr Karan Singh, 
Former Sadr-e-Riyasat

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCay2aOqESrK1viRY7TeSE8w

On Kashmir Observer
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With profound grief and sorrow we 
inform the sad demise of Saja Begam, beloved 
mother of Dr G. M. Rather, of Mulfaq Hazratbal 
who left for heavenly abode on  21 Oct 2023 
(Saturday).  May Allah grant  her  highest  place in  
Jannah  (Ameen). 

Congregational fateh khawani will be 
held on Tuesday 24 Oct 2023 at our ancestral grave 
yard near Aastan shrief Mulfaq.

RRaatthheerr  FFaammiillyy
BBeerreeaavveedd

Rather Family
Bereaved

Bereaved
Rather Family

Mulfaq Srinagar
9419066638, 8825070212

Bereaved
Rather Family

Mulfaq Srinagar
9419066638, 8825070212

Note - Ladies are 
requested not to 
bring any sort of 
eatables along.

Note - Ladies are 
requested not to 
bring any sort of 
eatables along.

India Successfully Completes Key Test In ISRO's 
Gaganyaan Mission; Crew Escape Module 
Makes Splashdown, Recovered

Agenceis

India on Saturday success-
fully completed the first 
unmanned test flight in its 

ambitious human space flight 
mission Gaganyaan, less than 
two hours after the launch was 
aborted with just four seconds 
to go for the lift-off.

After some tense moments 
following a system monitor-
ing anomaly and two weather-
related holds, the Indian Space 
Research Organisation(ISRO) 
said scientists simulated an 
abort situation for the Crew 
Escape System (CES) to carry 
the Crew Module(CM) out of the 
test vehicle TV-D1.

The module to test the safety 
of crew in emergency situations 
descended using parachutes for 
a splashdown into the Bay of 
Bengal with planned precision, 
the space agency said.

ISRO chief S Somanath said 
the crew module has been fully 
recovered from the sea and it has 
been brought to Chennai port.

"Eastern Naval Command 
units recovered the Crew 
Module — a path paved by ex-
tensive planning, training of 
Naval divers, formulation of 
Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOP) and joint communica-
tion by combined teams of Navy 
and ISRO," the Indian Navy said 
in a statement in the evening. 
The Navy, on its X handle, also 
shared pictures of its personnel 
recovering the module from the 
waters, about 10 km from the 
coast of Sriharikota.

The successful key test in 
the country's manned space 
programme was greeted with 
cheers at ISRO's Mission Control 
Centre(MCC) at Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota. The 
test essentially involved launch-
ing the empty CM into outer 
space, bringing the module back 
to earth and recovering it from 

the sea after touchdown.
The Test Vehicle mission is 

a significant milestone for the 
overall Gaganyaan programme 
as a nearly complete system was 
integrated for a flight test.

Saturday's flight was the 
first of the two abort mis-
sions planned to test the safety 
mechanisms that will allow the 
Gaganyaan crew to leave the 
spacecraft in an emergency. It 
came close to two months after 
the successful soft landing of 
India's unmanned moon mission 
Chandrayaan-3 on August 23.

"I am very happy to announce 
the successful accomplishment 
of the TV-D1 mission. The pur-
pose of the mission was to dem-
onstrate the crew escape system 
for the Gaganyaan programme 
through a test vehicle demon-
stration in which the vehicle has 
gone up to Mach 1 and above, 
which is the speed of sound and 
initiated an abort condition for 
the CES to function," a beaming 
Somanath said from the MCC. 
Mach 1 is equal to about 1,200 
km per hour.

The crew module is where 

the astronauts will be stationed 
in a pressurised earth-like at-
mospheric condition during the 
Gaganyaan mission. For the 34.9 
metre tall rocket TV-D1, the CM 
was an unpressurised version, 
the ISRO said.

India plans to send up to three 
astronauts into space on a Low 
Earth Orbit of 400 km for three 
days and bring them safely 
back to the Earth as part of the 
Gaganyaan mission likely to be 
launched in 2025.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said the successful launch 
on Saturday takes India a step 
closer to realising its first hu-
man space flight programme.

In a post on X, Modi said, 
"This launch takes us one step 
closer to realising India's first 
human space flight programme, 
Gaganyaan. My best wishes to 
our scientists at ISRO." Officials 
said the entire mission lasted for 
about 20-25 minutes with pre-
cise separation of the CM from 
the rocket which happened 
around 9 minutes after lift-off 
at 10 am. The separation of the 
CM was planned at an altitude 

of 16.9 km from the ground.
Saturday's mission is the first 

of a series of tests of systems 
and procedures by the ISRO with 
the aim to ultimately launch an 
Indian astronaut into space.

Smiles returned to the faces of 
ISRO scientists a couple of hours 
after the planned launch time 
as weather-related issues first 
forced a rescheduling of the lift-
off, from the original 8 am to 8.30 
am and again 15 minutes later. 
Again, just 4 seconds before the 
single-stage liquid propulsion 
rocket was set to soar into the 
skies at 8.45 am, a "hold" sign 
flashed on the screens.

"...after going through the 
nominal liftoff process, there was 
a hold issued by the ground com-
puter which is called the auto-
matic launch sequence computer. 
It detected sort of a non-confor-
mance following the engine to 
continue the thrusting to further 
go," Somanath explained.

"This happened due to a mon-
itoring anomaly in the system. 
So we could identify it very very 
fast and correct it." It took some 
time to refill the gases and once 
that was completed, the team 
went through the proper auto-
matic launch sequence which 
checked the entire health of the 
vehicle, he said. Earlier, after the 
initial 'hold,' Somanath had said 
the vehicle was in good health.

And finally the mission com-
puter and the ground support 
computer authorised the launch 
which allowed the rocket to take 
off at 10 am after a two-hour 
delay.

"I am happy our team could 
understand an anomaly, rec-
tify it and come back as fast. 
Congratulations to everybody. 
It is a big training for every-
body here to prepare for the 
Gaganyaan programme...happy 
that the launch could happen 
within the allocated launch 
window," the ISRO chief said.

Space Is Getting Crowded With Satellites And 
Space Junk. How Do We Avoid Collisions?
Agenceis

Reports this week suggest a 
near-collision between an 
Australian satellite and a sus-

pected Chinese military satellite.
Meanwhile, earlier this month, 

the US government issued the first 
ever space junk fine. The Federal 
Communications Commission 
handed a US$150,000 penalty 
to the DISH Network, a publicly 
traded company providing satel-
lite TV services.

It came as a surprise to many 
in the space industry, as the fine 
didn't relate to any recent de-
bris it was issued for a commu-
nications satellite that has been 
in space for more than 21 years. 

It was EchoStar-7, which failed 
to meet the orbit requirements 
outlined in a previously agreed 
debris mitigation plan.

The EchoStar-7 fine might be a 
US first, but it probably won't be 
the last. We are entering an un-
precedented era of space use and 
can expect the number of active 
satellites in space to increase by 
700% by the end of the decade.

As our local space gets more 
crowded, keeping an eye on 
tens of thousands of satellites 
and bits of space junk will only 
become more important. So re-
searchers have a new field for 
this: space domain awareness.

Three types of orbit, plus junk
Humans have been launching 

satellites into space since 1957 and 
in the past 66 years have become 
rather good at it. There are current-
ly more than 8,700 active satellites 
in various orbits around Earth.

Satellites tend to be in three 
main orbits, and understanding 
these is key to understanding the 
complex nature of space debris.

The most common orbit for 
satellites is low Earth orbit, 
with at least 5,900 active satel-
lites. Objects in low Earth orbit 
tend to reside up to 1,000km 
above Earth's surface and are 
constantly on the move. The 
International Space Station is 
an example of a low Earth orbit 
object, travelling around Earth 
16 times every day.

"Is He Here?": US Shooter On The 
Run, Residents "Take Turns" Sleeping
Agenceis

Lewiston, United States: When 
Kyle Green and his partner learned 
a gunman had just gone on a 
shooting spree near their home 
in Lewiston, Maine, they slowly 
lowered the blinds and told their 
children it was movie night. Lock-
ing all the doors, they sat down 
in front of a screen in a darkened 
upstairs bedroom with their two 
dogs and dozing kids, ages 10 and 
12, following the shooting deaths 
of at least 18 people at a bowling 
alley and bar-restaurant.

With the suspect still on the 
run, Green, a 40-year-old software 
engineer who spoke to AFP in front 
of his house, said he and his part-
ner "took turns" sleeping, in order 
to keep watch until the morning.

"Where is he now? Is he here? 
That's a terrible feeling," Green said, 
clearing his throat to hide emotion.

Like many of his neighbors on 
his quiet, tree-lined street, he is 
struggling to process what hap-
pened.

On Thursday, Lewiston was 
practically a ghost town, with 
residents ordered to stay indoors 
and schools closed following the 
Wednesday evening shooting 
rampage.

A high school parking lot was 

taken over by police officers in fa-
tigues, armed to the teeth. Streets 
near the targeted establishments 
were cordoned off with crime 
scene tape.

Pharmacies, restaurants and 
the overwhelming majority of 
businesses were closed. A few cars 
passed by from time to time, but 
the trash has not been collected 
and no children play outside on 
slides and swings.

A sign in the city center flashes 
the message: "Shelter in place."

Debra Wright was just sitting 
down to eat Wednesday evening 
when she heard police and am-
bulance sirens wailing. Schemen-
gees, the bar restaurant targeted 
by the shooter, is just a three-min-
ute drive from her home.

"When we found out I was ter-
rified," the 71-year-old told AFP 
from behind the wheel of her car.

"You know, Maine isn't usually 
like this. I've lived here all my life," 
she said, adding "I will never feel 
safe like I have."

Since she will probably spend 
the night alone at home, Wright 
said she couldn't help but be wor-
ried but was reassured by the 
thought that she had deadbolts 
installed on her doors.

Plus, "I have my dogs in my 
house," she said.

In this normally quiet city, the 
shootings came as a shock.

"It's different when this type 
of tragedy happens in your 
hometown," Anthony Nadeau, a 
45-year-old state employee who 
had just finished smoking a ciga-
rette on his porch, told AFP.

He is friends with the owners 
of the bowling alley, Just-in-Time, 
and has spent many an evening at 
Schemengees.

He added that "Maine and a lot 
of states... could do a little bit more 
considering the history of gun vio-
lence in the United States."

Green, who staged the movie night 
with his family, is not optimistic.

"I'd love to tell you that maybe 
this is the one that spurs some sort 
of action," he said, but then added: 
"It won't be."

"It will be treated like every 
other mass casualty event."

Thousands Of Wild Horses To Be Shot In Australia, Here's Why
Agenceis

Sydney, Australia: Australia ap-
proved on Friday the aerial shoot-
ing of wild horses in one of the 
country's largest national parks, 
resuming a contentious practice 
that authorities described as "es-
sential" to protect native wildlife. 
An estimated 19,000 wild horses 
-- known locally as "brumbies" -- 
live in Kosciuszko National Park, 
a number that has increased by a 
third in the last two years.

New South Wales state authori-
ties want to cut the population to 
3,000 by mid-2027.

The national park already traps, 
re-homes and shoots horses from 
the ground, but the state's envi-
ronment minister Penny Sharpe 
said this was not enough.

"Threatened native species are 
in danger of extinction and the 
entire ecosystem is under threat," 
she said. "We must take action.

"This was not an easy decision 
-- no one wants to have to kill wild 
horses," she added.

Aerial shooting from helicop-
ters was used for a brief period in 
2000, when more than 600 wild 
horses were shot over three days.

But a fierce public backlash 
resulted in the method being 
banned.

Those against culling say the 
horses are part of Australia's 
national identity, a nostalgic re-
minder of the days when tough 

stockmen and women worked 
in the country's rugged Snowy 
Mountains. Brumbies are thought 
to have descended from horses 
that escaped or were abandoned 
around the early 1800s.

A storied rugby team in the 
country's capital Canberra is 
named after the animal.

They were celebrated by the 
Australian "bush poet" Banjo Pat-
erson, who waxed lyrical about a 
"wild, unhandled" creature who 
roamed the mountains "'neath 
moon and star".

But early farmers had a less ro-
mantic view: they saw the animals 

as pests that ruined fences and 
competed with livestock for feed.

It is a view echoed by conser-
vationists, who say the horses de-
stroy native plants through graz-
ing and trampling, increase soil 
erosion, foul waterholes, and cause 
the collapse of wildlife burrows.

"The unique and complex eco-
systems of the Australian Alps 
have been trampled for too long," 
said Jacqui Mumford, head of the 
Nature Conservation Council, an 
environmental group.

She said brumbies' activities 
damaged "at least 25 threatened al-
pine flora and 14 threatened alpine 

fauna species, including the iconic 
corroboree frog, the broad-toothed 
rat and rare alpine orchids".

Australia has up to 400,000 feral 
horses, according to the Invasive 
Species Council, a conservation 
group that has welcomed the deci-
sion to resume aerial shooting.

The group's advocacy manager, 
Jack Gough, said the brumby pop-
ulation in New South Wales was 
growing at a rate of between 15 
and 18 percent a year.

The number of wild horses be-
ing removed through the current 
methods was "well below" the 
population growth rate, he added.

Secret Underground City Beneath Gaza, 
With Bunkers, Storage, Booby Traps
Agenceis

Jerusalem/London: What lies in 
wait for Israeli ground troops in 
Gaza, security sources say, is a 
Hamas tunnel network hundreds 
of kilometres long and up to 80 
metres deep, described by one 
freed hostage as "a spider's web" 
and by one expert as the "Viet 
Cong times 10".

The Palestinian Islamist group 
has different kinds of tunnels run-
ning beneath the sandy 360-sq-
km coastal strip and its borders 
- including attack, smuggling, 
storage and operational burrows, 
Western and Middle East sources 
familiar with the matter said.

The United States believes Isra-
el's special forces will face an un-
precedented challenge having to 
battle Hamas militants while try-

ing to avoid killing hostages held 
below ground, a U.S. official said.

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin noted that Iraq's nine-
month-long battle to retake the 
city of Mosul from Islamic State 
might prove to have been easier 
than what awaits the Israelis 
- likely to be "a lot of IEDs (im-
provised explosive devices), a lot 
of booby traps, and just a really 
grinding activity".

Even though Israel has invested 
heavily in tunnel detection - includ-
ing a sensor-equipped underground 
barrier it called an "iron wall" - 
Hamas is still thought to have work-
ing tunnels to the outside world.

After the last round of hos-
tilities in 2021, Hamas's leader 
in Gaza, Yehya Al-Sinwar, said: 
"They started saying they de-
stroyed 100kms of Hamas tun-

nels. I am telling you, the tunnels 
we have in the Gaza Strip exceed 
500kms. Even if their narrative is 
true, they only destroyed 20% of 
the tunnels."

HOSTAGE WITNESS
There has been no corrobora-

tion of the comment by Sinwar, 
who is thought to be hiding un-
derground ahead of an expected 
Israeli ground offensive.

But the estimate of hundreds 
of kilometres is widely accepted 
by security analysts, even though 
the blockaded coastal strip is only 
40km (25 miles) long.

With Israel in full control of 
Gaza's air and sea access and 
59km of its 72km land borders 
- with Egypt 13km to the south 
- tunnels provide one of the few 
ways for Hamas to bring in weap-
ons, equipment and people.


