
Thursday 12 October 2023 | Srinagar | Vol: 26 | Issue: 254  | Pages: 12 | Price: `3

www.kashmirobserver.net twitter.com / kashmirobserver facebook.com/kashmirobserver Postal Regn: L/159/KO/SK/2014-2016

Govt Employee 
Lands In ACB Net

The Anti Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) on Wednesday arrest-
ed an employee of the food 

civil supplies and consumer affairs 
(FCSCA) department for demand-
ing bribe from a man in Rajouri 
district for issuing below poverty 
line (BPL) ID to him.
Mohammad Reyaz, the Tehsil Sup-
ply Officer of FCSCA department, 
Rajouri was arrested by the sleuths 
of the anti-graft body for demand-
ing and accepting a bribe of Rs 
18,000 for issuance  More On P10

Soldier Dies Of Bullet 
Injury Near LoC

An Army personnel died of a 
bullet injury from his own 
service rifle near the Line 

of Control (LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Poonch district, a police 
official said on Wednesday.
Sepoy Amritpal Singh was deployed 
to a forward post in the Mankote 
Sector. His colleagues found him in a 
pool of blood after hearing a gunshot 
around 5 am, the official said. Pre-
liminary investigations revealed that 
Singh died of a bullet from his own 
service rifle, he said.  More On P10

Doctor Killed 
In Road Accident

An Ayurvedic doctor was 
killed and seven other 
persons were injured, two of 

them critically, in a road mishap in 
south Kashmir’s Anantnag district, 
officials said. Quting officials, news 
agency GNS reported that a Tata 
Sumo bearing registration number 
JK03B 1989, while on way from 
Deesu to Vailoo, skidded off the 
road and fell down a bridge. The 
accident left one person dead and 
seven others injured, they said.
The officials  More On P10

Arms, Ammo 
Recovered In Doda

Security forces on Wednes-
day unearthed a hideout in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda 

district and recovered arms and 
ammunition, officials said. A search 
operation was conducted by 44 
Rashtriya Rifles in Seoj Dhar area 
during which the  More On P10

Smuggler Succumbs 
To Bullet Wound

A narcotics smuggler shot at 
by Army personnel while try-
ing to smuggle drugs from 

across the border along the Line of 
Control in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Poonch district succumbed on 
Wednesday, officials said.
Yasir Nazir (22), a resident of the 
Karmara village in Poonch, was 
admitted in Government Medical 
College, Jammu, on September 24 
after he was arrested in an injured 
condition from the Gulpur Sector, 
the officials said.  More On P10

Terrorist Held In 
Baramulla: Police

Police on Wednesday claimed 
to have arrested a terrorist of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) from 

North Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
Mudasir Ahmad Bhat was ‘appre-
hended tactfully’ by a joint team 
of police, Army’s 46RR, MI and the 
personnel of CRPF 53Battalion when 
he tried to flee from a checkpoint 
that was established in Ushkara area 
of the district on Tuesday, a police 
spokesperson said Wednesday.
The checkpoint, he said, was estab-
lished in specific  More On P10

President Murmu Praises 
Kashmir At KU’s 20Th Convocation
Encourages Youth To Play Their Role In Lasting Peace, Development & Discipline

Historic 
Occasion, 
Proud Moment: 
Students

...POWER WOES

Winter Curtailment 
Schedule To Be  
Out By Oct 14

Kashmir Biz Group Under Lens 
Over Undisclosed Income

HC Seeks List Of Words 
Not Aligning With Dignity 
Of Specially-Abled

Melting J&K Glaciers Threaten Water Supply, Biodiversity, Expert Warns
9 UN Staffers 
Killed in 
Israeli Raids

At least nine staffers of a 
UN agency were killed in 
airstrikes in Gaza since 

Saturday. The United Nations 
agency for Palestinian refugees 
told the AP on Wednesday that 
nine of its staffers have been 
killed in airstrikes since the the 
start of the Israeli bombard-
ment on Gaza on Saturday, with 
several killed late Tuesday.

“The protection of civilians is 
paramount, including in times 
of conflict,” said Juliette Touma, 
director of communications of 
the agency,  More On P10

Govt Orders Inclusion Of Third 
Gender In Job Applications

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Melting of glaciers in 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh 
is going to impact the water 
availability in the Himalayan 
region with consequent ad-
verse effect on the dependent 
livelihoods, a leading scientist 
has warned.

Studies show that glaciers 
in the region have dwindled 
by 25 per cent in the last six 
decades, while 48 per cent of 
them could vanish by the cen-
tury's end even with moderate 

climate change.
Earth scientist and glaciology 

expert, Shakeel Ahmad Romshoo, 
voiced concerns, highlighting the 
significance of snow and glaciers 
for J&K and Ladakh.

"We have about 18,000 gla-
ciers, some of these glaciers 
are big like the Siachen glacier 
which in one dimension has 
a length of about 65 kms. The 
huge glaciers we have, about 
500 to 600 metres thick, are 
huge resources in J&K and 
Ladakh," Romshoo said.

The scientist noted that 
under climate change and 
increasing temperatures, 

the glaciers in the region are 
melting.

"The other thing that is hap-
pening in this region under the 
climate change is that we get 
less snowfall and comparative-
ly we get more rainfall," he said.

Romshoo said the loss of 
glacier mass is going to have 
a significant impact on the hy-
drology -- both surface hydrol-
ogy, as well as groundwater.

"In winter, we used to get a lot 
of snow and that freezes and we 
start getting ice. Snow and gla-
ciers melt in the months of May, 
June, and July. Because people 
start transplanting of paddy in 

the month of June, that is when 
we need a lot of water.

"But under the changing 
climate, you will have lot of 
water in the months of March, 
April and May when we do not 
need it," he said.

Romshoo, currently the vice 
chancellor of the University of 
Kashmir, said studies conduct-
ed at the University of Kashmir 
in Srinagar show that in the 
last five to six decades, "we 
have lost about 25 per cent of 
our glacier mass".

"If we see our  More On P10

‘New Kashmir Has 
Taken A New Turn’

The president of India 
Droupadi Murmu 
Wednesday said that 

“new Kashmir has taken a 
new turn” and is heading 
towards peace, prosperity 
and development.

Addressing the Civic 
Reception hosted in her 
honour at Rajbhawan 
Srinagar, President Murmu 
said that she was touched 
by the warm welcome giv-
en to her in Kashmir. “This 
is my first visit to Kashmir 
as the president of India. 
The memories of warm 
welcome given to me will 
go with me and stay with 
me forever,” she said.

She said on her arrival, 
she paid tributes to the fall-
en soldiers and reiterated 

that the soldiers deserve 
all tributes and the “veer 
naris” a great round of 
applause.

“I can feel that the new 
Kashmir has got a new di-
rection. The new Kashmir 
has taken a new turn and is 
heading towards peace, pros-
perity and development,” 
President Murmu said.

She said that there has 
been great infrastructure 
development, e-gover-
nance, women empower-
ment and inclusive growth. 
“I congratulate LG Manoj 
Sinha for this achievement,” 
president Murmu said.

“I was told that this year 
1.70 lakh tourists visited 
J&K which is a record. This 
year,  More On P10

The Kashmir University students who received awards from President Droupadi Murmu at their convocation ceremony on Wednesday said it 
was a historic occasion and inspired them to work harder.
''It is a proud moment for me, we are getting the fruits of our hard labour. The President of India came here to give us certificates and medals. 

I am very proud and it is a fantastic moment for us to receive gold and other medals from the President,'' Mudasir Mushtaq, a student, told PTI. He 
said such events and the atmosphere they create give confidence to other students to work hard. ''The President coming here is a historic occa-
sion,'' he added. Tariq Abdullah, a PhD scholar, said it was a proud moment for any student to receive a medal from the President.
''It is a great moment in a student's life when you are awarded for your academic excellence and achievements. So, this is a really  More On P10

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: President Draupadi 
Murmu on Wednesday praised 
Kashmir as a paradise on earth 
and encouraged Valley youth to 

protect it and chip in bringing 
lasting peace, development and 
discipline to help the country 
reach new levels of development.

Addressing the 20th convo-
cation of Kashmir University 

here, the President emphasized 
that everyone, especially youth, 
should work together to protect 
Kashmir, which she called as a 
paradise on earth.

Murmu claimed  More On P10

Agencies

Srinagar: Amid installation of 
smart meters coupled with 
the complaints of pesky pow-
er cuts across the Valley, the 
Kashmir Power Distribution 
Corporation Limited (KPDCL) 
is likely to announce win-
ter curtailment schedule by 
October 14.

The decision to come up 
with a power curtailment 
schedule comes at a time 
when the erratic power sup-
ply has taken a heavy toll on 
the consumers including the 
domestic as well as the com-
mercial, which include the 
industrialists as well. The 
move also comes close on the 
heels of a massive smart me-
ter installation drive across 
Srinagar and elsewhere.

Official sources said that 
the power curtailment 
schedule has not been an-
nounced yet, but will be 
there by Saturday.

“The department is pres-
ently in talks to procure ad-
ditional electricity to meet 
the increasing power de-
mand. A positive response 
in this regard is expected by 
Saturday following which the 
curtailment schedule will be 
announced according to the 
power availability,” they said.

“The curtailment schedule 
will be at par with the previ-
ous year’s plan. No extra cur-
tailments are expected,” an 
official from KPDCL said.

However, the government 
had earlier stated that 400 
Megawatts of electricity has 
been procured from Uttar 
Pradesh and Central govern-
ments, which would put an 
end to the pesky power cuts.

By October 09, the govern-
ment had stated an extra 150 
MWs of electricity will be 
procured; therefore a total of 
550 MWs will be made avail-
able for the consumers.

Nonetheless,  More On P10

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The income-tax 
department has detected un-
disclosed income worth crores 
of rupees after it conducted 
searches against a Jammu and 
Kashmir-based business group 
engaged in various sectors, 
such as cement, steel, glass, 
plywood, tourism and health-
care, among others.

The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) issued a state-
ment on Wednesday, saying 
it covered 40 premises in the 
Srinagar, Sopore, Budgam, 
Sonmarg and Pulwama areas 
of the Kashmir valley, apart 
from Delhi, after the raids were 
launched on Monday.

Incriminating documents, 
hand-written diaries and digi-
tal devices were seized during 
the searches, it said.

"Variation in stock has also 
been noticed in the various 

factories and retail outlets. 
Evidence of undisclosed invest-
ments in immovable properties 
located in Kashmir Valley of 
more than Rs 50 crore has also 
been found from various prem-
ises," the CBDT said, without 
identifying the business group.

The CBDT is the admin-
istrative body for the I-T 

department.
It further claimed that the 

group has been "suppressing" 
its taxable income by grossly un-
der-reporting its sales in the ce-
ment sector by more than Rs 60 
crore over the past several years.

"In this regard, evidence in 
the form of cash vouchers and 
sales invoices has been seized, 
which is found to have not 
been recorded in the books of 
account," it said.

Similarly, evidence of un-
disclosed sales in the books of 
account exceeding Rs 50 crore 
in the textile and plywood sec-
tors has also been found, the 
CBDT said.

In the real estate business of 
the group, being carried out in 
Kashmir and Delhi, documents 
with regard to the receipt of 
on-money (cash) have been 
recovered.

A key person of the group has 
"admitted"   More On P10

Agencies

Srinagar: The Jammu & 
Kashmir government on 
Wednesday directed its de-
partments to include "trans-
gender" as a separate category 
of gender for recruitment in 
government jobs.

The government today di-
rected all the administrative 
departments to modify the 
relevant examination/service 
rules for inclusion of a separate 
category of 'third gender/any 
other category" in the appli-
cation forms in recruitment to 
various posts in the UT of J&K.

With this directive, the depart-
ments will now have to amend 
rules for keeping the option of 
'transgender' in the application 

forms for government jobs along 
with male and female.

The move is aimed to ensure 
that the relevant rules are in confor-
mity with the Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights), Act of 
2019, the General Administration 
Department said, in an order. 
In 2020, the Department of 
Personnel & Training, Government 
of India, had issued a similar di-
rective to the Central government 
departments.

On February 5, 2020, the 
DOPT also notified civil ser-
vices examination rules- 2020 
for inclusion of transgender as 
a separate category of gender 
for the said exam.

The Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights)Act of 
2019,  More On P10

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh has asked “all the 
parties involved” to submit a 
list of words that do not align 
with the dignity of individuals 
with disabilities.

Hearing a Public Interest 
Litigation, a Division 
Bench of Chief Justice 
N. Kotiswar Singh 
and Justice Moksha 
Khajuria Kazmi asked 
the Registry to prepare 
a copy of the paper book 
and provide the same to the 
Advocate General along with 
various orders passed by it.

“All the parties involved shall 
compile and submit a list of 
words that do not align with 
the dignity of individuals with 
disabilities. The Registry is 
directed to prepare a copy of 

the paper book, including cop-
ies of the orders, and provide 
the same to learned Advocate 
General,” the court said and or-
dered listing of the PIL, filed by 
a lawyer Badrul Duja, for further 
consideration on November 8.

In December last, the court 
had ordered that the spe-

cially-abled persons be 
treated properly by the 
language recognized 
internationally.

 “…We also hope 
and trust that the soci-

ety as a whole shall rec-
ognize their rights as guar-

anteed under the Constitution.”
The specially able persons, the 

court had said, be treated prop-
erly by the language recognized 
internationally. “We also direct 
the respondents to ensure that 
the facilities …are provided/de-
veloped,  More On P10

THE DEPARTMENT IS 
PRESENTLY IN TALKS TO 
PROCURE ADDITIONAL 
ELECTRICITY to meet the 
increasing power demand. 
A positive response in 
this regard is expected by 
Saturday following which the 
curtailment schedule will be 
announced according to the 
power availability.”
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Srinagar | Thursday| 12-10-20232
PUBLIC NOTICE

I want to do the necessary 
changes in my passport 
as my name is recorded as 
Aamir Rasool instead of 
Aamir Rasool Sheikh.
As I have to do the necessary 
correction in my Passport to 
insert my name as Aamir Ra-
sool Sheikh, if anybody hav-
ing any objection in this re-
gard he/she should intimate 
the concerned authorities 
within the stipulated time 
of one week from the date 
of publication of this notice 
in this newspaper. After the 
expiry of the timeline no ob-
jection would be entertained 
by the concerned authorities.

With regards,

Aamir Rasool Sheikh,
S/o Ghulam Rasool Sheikh,
R/o Shamas Abad, Bemina, 
Srinagar
Mobile No: 7006288868 

ZMK

The Jammu and Kashmir 
State Board Of School Education  

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

 Notice for  General Public
The applicant/ candidate whose photograph is published in this notice and claim-
ing to have lost her qualification certificate/s issued under  as per below mentioned 
details:-
Roll No: 2412252
Class 10th
Year & Session : 2019
Registration: N18441440004
Name : Mehvish Hameed
Father's Name: Abdul Hameed Khan
Mother's Name : Haleema Begum
 Date of Birth:- 13-10-204
 Residenc:- Tarhama Tangmarg
According the candidate concerned has approach to this office for issu-
ance of Duplicate Qualification /Marks Certificate/s, so before the same 
is processed and provided to the candidate, under rules, anybody hav-
ing any objection in this regard, shall bring into the notice of Assistant 
Secretary of Certificate as well as Assistant Secretary Examination Unit 
I & III KD within the period of 10 & 7 days  respectively, from the date of 
publication of this notice.
(Besides the above referred "Qualification / Marks Certificate/s" bearing 
No: 19ARKAM- 5011326 be  treated as "CANCELLED")
No: F(Cer is-I-DQC)B/KD/23
Dated   Assistant Secretary 
BMG Certificates, KD.

In the matter of
1. Noreen Badar W/o Zubair Jalal D/o Badar Mohiuddin
R/o Peer B agh Bridge Hyderpora
2. Ahmreen Badar W/o Badar Mohidn
R/o Hyderpora NooranI Colony Peer Bagh Srinagar
3. Osma Badar D/O Badar Mohiuddin W/o Shahid Aziz
R/o Baghi Magarmal Srinagar
4. Samreen Kureshi D/o Badar Mohiuddin
R/o Hyderpora Srinagar Petitioners

VERSUS
General Public
UT OF J&K
Through SDM South Concerned Respondents
Amended Petition Under Section 218 Of The Indian Succession Act For 
Grant Of Letter Of Administration In Favour Of Noreen Badar In Respect 
Of Locker Of Badar Mohi Ud Din Bearing No. 47. Key No. 0089 Bearing 
Account Number 0884000100000526 In Punjab National Bank 
Batmaloo Branch
MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:
The Petitioners begs to submit as under

20-10-2023

IN THE MATTER OF:
1. Nasir Mansur Ahmad Bhat S/O Late Ghulam Nabi F1raq 
R/O F1raq Manzil, Lakhripora Nowshera Srinagar 190 011
2. Mahmooda Firaq  D/O Late Ghulam Nabi Firaq R/O Sherpora Wanbal, 
Rawalpora, Srinagar 190005
3. Rashida Akhter D/O Late Ghulam Nabi Firaq, R/O Sherpora Wanbal, 
Rawalpora, Srinagar 190005 
4. Nargis Malik  D/O Late Ghulam Nabi Firaq R/O Barbar Shah,
S P College Bund Srinagar 190001
5.Riaza D/O Late Ghulam Nabi Firaq  R/O Tawheed Abad, Awanta 
Bhawan Nowshera Srinagar 190 011

Petitioners
VERSUS

PUBLIC AT LARGE
Defendant

Petition/Application Under Section 372 Of The Indian Succession Act 
For Grant Of Succession Certificate In Respect Of The Debts, Securities ■ 
Etc. Of Deceased Late Ghulam Nabi Firaq.
MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH;

02-11-2023

nj

nj

Government of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
Office Of The Executive Engineer 

(R&B) Division Shopian
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

NIT No: 67/ 7428-37/ SPN/RnB/e-Tendering/2023-24              Dated:- 11 -10-2023

 For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor Union Territory of J&K E-tenders (In single cover 
system) from qualified contractors registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and 
other State/Central Governments are invited for Snow Clearance (Stage-wise) on a Percentage 
Rate basis for a contract period of one year that may be extended to three years depending on the 
performance of the successful bidder.

S. 
No

Stage Name Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees)

Earnest   
Money 
(In Rs.)

M.H of 
Ac-
count

Class of Contractor

1. Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender) ( Stage 10th  Total Length 9.6 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

2. Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender)( Stage 11th  Total Length 14.85 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

3. Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender)( Stage 12th  Total Length 13.75 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

4 Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender)( Stage 13th  Total Length 16.75 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

5 Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender) ( Stage 14th  Total Length  15.5 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

6 Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender)( Stage 15th  Total Length 15.5 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

7 Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender)( Stage 16th  Total Length 13.3 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

8 Snow Clearance for the year 2023-24 (Stage 
Tender)( Stage 17th  Total Length 15.74 Kms)

500/- 5000/- 3054 
Snow

All PWD registered  
contractors

For Stages refer to annexure “A” -
1 The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, (if any), Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details 
can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below:-

Table 1:
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 11-10-2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 12-10-2023 to    17 -10-2023
3 Bid submission Start Date  12-10-2023 at 10:00 AM
4 Bid Submission End Date   17-10-2023 up to 2:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)   18-10-2022 at 11:00 AM Executive 

Engineer R&B Division Shopian

2 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and 
the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian 
(tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.
3 All bidders are required to submit bid security or earnest money for an amount of Rs. 5000/= at the time of ten-
dering in the form of CDRs, FDRs, or BGs pledged to the authority responsible for receiving bids, in this case Execu-
tive Engineer R&B Division Shopian. In strict accordance with the Government's circular and other instructions as 
required, the successful bidder will be required to provide performance security in the amount of Rs. 10,000/= at 
the time of contract award. Following the fixing of the contract in favour of the successful bidder, the unsuccessful 
bidders will receive the earnest money/bid security. The successful bidder's performance security will be released 
only after completed successfully performance of the Contract. 
3 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed 
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders 
shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian(tender receiving 
authority).
4 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
5 The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: -
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the 
terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within three days from the date of in-
timation. 
c. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 15 days.
6 Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders 
Manual Kit" on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.
i. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate’ (DSC) as per Infor-
mation Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor. 
ii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. 
iii. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Table 1. 
v. All bidders must UPLOAD the following information and documents with their bids, in addition to the 
qualification criteria / qualification information, (All documents pertaining to the bid must be in English):
vi. All bidders must submit copies of original documents defining their constitution/legal status, place of 
registration, and principal place of business, as well as their cell phone number and e-mail address.
vii. A valid Contractor/Firm Registration Certificate issued by a competent authority in accordance with 
the Contractor Registration Act.
viii. Treasury Challan/Earnest money
ix. Valid GSTIN Registration & PAN Card
x. Valid Latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of last quarter or latest month, whichever is appli-
cable. i.e. (April- June 2023 or- August-2023).
xi. Illustration: Latest quarter April-June 2023-24 for those who file GSTR-3B quarterly and proceeding 
month i.e., August 2023-24 for those who file GSTR-3B monthly.
xii. The bidder must make sure to upload scanned copies of all required documents, including the tender 
documents fee, along with the technical bid. No document(s) that haven't been uploaded will be accepted in hard 
copy form. However, the bidders will be required to provide original documents in support of the soft copies upon 
request in the event of any clarification.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option
xiii. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language.
7 Bidders should be fully cognizant that, in the event that documents uploaded or submitted are dis-
covered to be fraudulent or factually incorrect, the contract would be cancelled, and the Contractor/bidder would 
be barred from further participation in this Division or Department for a period of three years, in addition to the 
forfeiture of the performance security deposited for the relevant work.
8 The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
9 Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case, they 
should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. 
10 The bidder should, at his own expense and risk, visit the worksite and its surroundings before submit-
ting a bid in order to ascertain any limitations and thresholds. Any consequential claims on this count will not be 
considered.
No.: NIT/ 7428-37                                                                                             
DIPK-10268/23    DATED: 11-10-2023  
sd/-    sd/- sd/-
Camp Clark                         Technical officer                                     Executive   Engineer           

                                                                                                        R&B Division Shopian

Whereas, the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited under the Securiti-
zation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest 
(SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers under section 13(2) of the said Act read 
with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notice 
dated 06.02.2023 thereby calling upon the Borrower-cum-Mortgagor namely M/s Wani 
Construction (Prop.  Muzaffar Ahmad Wani S/O Abdul Rehman Wani R/o Sector A Gousia 
Colony Near HDFC ATM, Bagat e Kanipora Budgam to repay an amount of Rs. 
79,39,681.52 (Rupees Seventy Nine Lacs Thirty Nine Thousand Six Hundred and Eighty 
One and Paisa Fifty Two only) being the balance outstanding as on 31.01.2023 in the 
accounts of the Borrower, within 60 days from the date of the said notice together with the 
future interest and other charges thereon. 
The said borrower having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the said 
borrower in particular and the public in general that the undersigned being Authorized 
Officer of the J & K Bank Ltd. has taken possession of the mortgage property described 
herein below, in exercise of the powers conferred on me under section 13 (4) of the said Act 
read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on this the 7th day of October of the year 2023.
The said borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned against 
dealing with the said property in any manner whatsoever and any dealings with the said 
property will be subject to the charge of the J&K Bank Limited for the amount aggregating 
to Rs. 71,71,408.11 ( Rupees Seventy One lacs, Seventy One Thousand, Four Hundred 
Eight and Paisa Eleven only) as on 30.09.2023 together with future interest thereon from 
01.10.2023 and other charges incurred or to be incurred.
The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the 
Act, in respect of the time available to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Immovable Property
Land underneath measuring 01 Kanal 03 Marlas in Khasra No. 1712/1579 Min, Khata No. 126 
& Khewat No. 24 situated in Mouza B.K.Pora Tehsil B K Pora and District Budgam standing 
in the name of Muzaffar Ahmad Wani (Borrower cum Mortgagor).

Dated: 07.10.2023     ZAHOOR AHMAD KHAN
Place : Bagat e Kanipora        (Authorized Officer)

POSSESSION NOTICE 
Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with

 Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002 

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India

CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928 ; E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. 
Impaired Asset Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Budgam Zainakote, Srinagar, 
Tel: 0194-2497735, Ext.:218

Email: amid.zoktwo@jkbmail.com

DIPK-NB-3614/23
dated: 11-10-2023

Jammu & Kashmir Small Scale Industries 
Development Corporation Limited (SICOP)

(A J&K Government Undertaking)
2nd floor, Sanat Ghar building Bemina Srinagar

Email: sicopproject@gmail.com

NOTICE  INVITING TENDER
E-TENDER NOTICE No:ENIT No:   31-PEK of 2023-24  dated:05-10-2023

For and on behalf of the Managing Director of Jammu & Kashmir Small Scale Industries Cooperation 
Limited, online tenders are invited from reputed contractors who are registered with CPWD/MES/
PWD of appropriate class in India. 

Name of work Adv. Cost.
In lacs

Earnest 
money

Class of 
contract

Cost of 
tender docu-
ment 

Time of 
completion 

Position 
of AA 

Construction of 
fencing near SICOP 
office at Silk teck park 
Zakura 

₹2.68 lacs ₹ 0.0536 lacs  “ D”  Class 
civil

500.00 15  days Accorded

Terms and Conditions:
1. The tender documents for the above job can be seen on the website www.jktenders.gov.in 
from 05-10-2023  (1200Hrs)
2. The tender documents can be downloaded from the above website from 05-10-2023  
(1200Hrs) onwards.
3. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on website www.jktenders.gov.in from 
05-10-2023  1200Hrs) upto 25-10-2023 (1630Hrs) only.
4. The uploaded Pre-Qualification bids in the first instance on the website will be opened on 
27-10--2023 (1200Hrs). In case of holiday on the date of opening of bid, bids will be opened on the 
next working day. The financial bids of only those firms shall be opened who qualify in pre-qualifica-
tion bid, intimation in respect of opening of financial bids shall be notified separately.  
5. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Bank Receipt with 
seal and signature of bank official in favor of Project Engineer (K) SICOP Srinagar Kashmir in Account 
No CC-0148020100001980  ,IFSC Code JAKA0KARRAN , J&K Bank Branch Karan Nagar Srinagar  
(tender inviting authority) (The Date of bank receipt should be between the date of start of bid and 
Bid Submission End date) pledged to Project Engineer (K) SICOP Srinagar Kashmir. (tender receiving 
authority) and EMD 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Project Engineer, 
SICOP Kashmir.
6. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance 
Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Project Engineer, SICOP Kashmir) within 03 Days 
before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability 
Period(DLP) of the work. 
7. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape CDR/FDR of the 
successful Bidder shall be released after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in 
the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after successful completion of Defect liablitliy 
period (DLP) of the work.
8. The advertised cost shown above is inclusive of 10% SICOP service charges and other 
taxes as admissible.
9. Complete bidding process will be online (price bid not to be submitted in physical form).

    Project Engineer
DIPK-NB-3612/23      SICOP Kashmir
dated: 11-10-2023 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the number plate of my motorcycle bearing regd. No: 
JK05E 5422 . Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if 
anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/ 
her objection in the office of the ARTO Sopore within a period 
of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
Mohammad Afzal Mir
S/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir bmg bmg
R/o Goom Ahmad Pora Pattan
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5 :10

ZUHR 12:18

ASR 4: 23

Magrib 6:06
ISHA 7: 25

•	 539 BC -  The army of Cyrus the Great of Persia takes 
Babylon

•	 1398 -  The Treaty of Salynas is signed between 
Grand Duke of Lithuania Vytautas the Great and the 
Teutonic Knights, who received Samogitia.

•	 1459 -  Battle at Ludford Bridge: Richard of York 
defeated

•	 1492  - Christopher Columbus's expedition makes 
landfall on Caribbean island he names San Salvador 
(likely Watling Island, Bahamas). The explorer 
believes he has reached East Asia (OS 21 Oct)

•	 1576 -  Rudolf II succeeds Maximilian II as Holy 
Roman Emperor

•	 1654 -  The Delft Explosion (gunpowder) devastates 
the city in the Netherlands, killing more than 100

•	 1789  - French Revolution: King Louis XVI writes 
secretly to the King of Spain about complaining of 
harsh treatment; the Count of Artois writes to the 
Austrian king requesting military intervention in 
France.

•	 1859 -  Self-proclaimed Emperor of the USA, Emperor 
Norton issues edict abolishing the US Congress

•	 1860 -  British & French troops capture Beijing
•	 1915  - Theodore Roosevelt criticizes US citzens who 

identify themselves with dual nationalities.
•	 1931 -  1st International Conference on Calendar 

Reform
•	 1933 -  Alcatraz becomes a federal prison 

(unofficially).
•	 1941   - Soviet government moves from Moscow to 

Volga as Nazis forces close in on Moscow
•	 1943 -  US bombs Rabaul, New Britain
•	 1952 -  Hanif Mohammad scores twin 100s v N Zone 

(Ind) his 1st fc cricket tons.
•	 1957 -  First commercial flight between California & 

Antarctica
•	 1957  - Canadian Prime Minister Lester Bowles 

Pearson wins Nobel Peace Prize.
•	 1960  - JFK & Richard Nixon's third presidential 

debate
•	 1960 -  Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev bangs his 

shoe on his desk at UN General Assembly session
•	 1964 -  Launch of Voskhod 1, first 3 man crew 

(Komarov, Feokistov, Yegorov).
•	 1969 -  1st time 5 people in space
•	 1969  - Soviet spacecraft Soyuz 7 is launched.
•	 1972 -  Mariner 9 takes pictures of Martian north pole
•	 1973 -  Israeli counter offensive in southern Syria
•	 1973  - US President Richard Nixon nominates Gerald 

Ford to replace Spiro Agnew as Vice President
•	 1975  - NASA launches space vehicle S-195
•	 1976  - 4th Space Shuttle Enterprise, approach & 

land test (ALT) flight
•	 1977 -  4th test of space shuttle Enterprise
•	 1977  - US Supreme Court heard arguments in 

"reverse discrimination" case of Allan Bakke, white 
student denied admission to University of California 
Med School

•	 1978 -  Representatives of Israel & Egypt open talks 
in Washington

•	 1979  - Pressure in nucleus of tropical cyclone at 
Guam hits record 870 hpa

•	 1985 -  Intl Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War 
receives Nobel Prize

•	 1988 -  Israel & China sign trade deal, plan diplomatic 
relations

•	 2005 -  The second Chinese human spaceflight 
Shenzhou 6 launched carrying Fèi Jùnlóng and Niè 
Hǎishèng for five days in orbit.

•	 2012  - The United Nations Security Council 
unanimously approves of an African-led force to 
oust Islamist militants in northern Mali

•	 2012 -  The European Union wins the 2012 Nobel 
Peace Prize, sparking a series of critical commentary

•	 2013 -  50 people are killed after a truck veers of a 
cliff in  La Convencion Province, Peru

•	 2014- Evo Morales is re-elected President of Bolivia
•	 2019-  Centre-back Sergio Ramos becomes Europe's 

most capped male outfield soccer player (168 
caps) as Spain draws 1-1 with Norway in Euro 2020 
qualification in Oslo

•	 2020- China announces it will test entire city of 
Qingdao, 9 million people, for COVID-19 within five 
days after a dozen cases discovered

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Directorate Of Floriculture, 
Parks & Gardens, Jammu

Har-Ki- Poudi Bagh-e-Bahu Road Jammu e-mail:- floriculturejammu@gmail.com
Tele- 0191-2435121

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
e-NIT No. 04/2023-24/Floriculture Department Jammu Dated:- 11-10-2023

Director General, Department of Floriculture, Parks and Gardens, Har-Ki- Poudi, Bagh-e-Bahu Road, Jammu on behalf of 
Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of J&K Invites Tenders By e-Tendering mode from the registered Nurserymen for 
the Supplies of Ornamental Plant Material for a period of one year from the date of issue of allotment order.  
S.No Name of the item Earnest Money as CDR/

FDR 
Cost of Tender Document Period of Contract

1 Supplies of Ornamental 
Plant Material.

Rs. 20,000 (Rupees: 
Twenty Thousand Only)

Rs.500.00 (Rs. Five   hun-
dred (Non-refundable) 

One year               (from the date of issue of 
Rate contract)

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information eligibility criteria, specification, items and conditions and 
other details can be downloaded through the Departmental website www.dfj.jk.gov.in as per schedule of dates given 
below:-
1. Period of downloading of bidding documents 21 days (12-10-2023 to 02-11-2023)
2. Bid Submission Start Date 12-10-2023
3. Bid Submission End Date 02-11-2023 upto 1630 Hrs
4. Date and time of opening of Tenders online 03-11-2023 at 1400 Hrs

1. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in Bid documents con-
tain qualifying criteria for bidder, conditions and other detail.
[The intending bidders are advised to go through the details terms & conditions of e-NIT before bidding.
2. Bids must be accompanied by CDR/FDR and cost of tender Document in columns 3&4 of the table payable at 
Jammu pledged in favour of Accounts Officer, Directorate of Floriculture, Parks and Gardens, Har-Ki- Poudi, Bagh-e-Bahu 
Road, Jammu. The cost of downloaded tender documents shall be in form of DD payable in favour of Accounts Officer, 
Directorate of Floriculture, Parks and Gardens, Har-Ki- Poudi, Bagh-e-Bahu Road, Jammu.
3. The cost of tender should also be submitted through e-challan or simply uploading a copy of necessary treasury 
challan/receipt under Receipt Head 0406- Forestry & wildlife. 
4. Bids will be opened online in the office of the Director General, Department of Floriculture, Parks and Gardens, 
Har-Ki- Poudi, Bagh-e-Bahu Road, Jammu. In case of any eventuality, the date of opening will be considered on any other 
convenient working day.
5. Bidders should get ready with the hard copies of cost of documents as specified in the tender documents. The 
hard copies of the bids shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial bids.
6. The details of EMD and cost of documents specified in the tender documents should be the same as submitted 
online (scanned copies) otherwise bid will not be accepted.
7. The detailed terms and conditions can be obtained from this Directorate on any working day during office hours 
and also through Departmental website www.dfj.jk.gov.in.

     Sd/-
                                                                                                DIRECTOR GENERAL

No: -  DFJ/GS/4091-99                                                                   Department of Floriculture,
DIPK-10259/23  Dated: 11-10.2023                                                                                  Parks & Gardens,  

               Jammu

KP Actress Visits Her 
Abandoned Srinagar Home 
After 3 Decades
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: With tears 
in her eyes, a famous 
Kashmiri Pandit ac-
tress, Sandeepa Dhar, 

broke down on Wednesday 
after returning to her home 
in Kashmir after 30 years.

She says she had to leave 
her home overnight, taking 
with her only memories.

Sandeepa Dhar is an In-
dian actress born in Srinagar, 
Jammu and Kashmir, into a 
Kashmiri Pandit family. She 
has appeared in Hindi films 
and web series. She made 
her acting debut in 2010 with 

'Isi Life Mein.' For her perfor-
mance in the film, she was 
nominated for the Filmfare 
Award for Best Female Debut, 
the Star Screen Award for 
Most Promising Newcomer, 
and the Stardust Award for 
Superstar of Tomorrow.

In a video shared on her 
social media platform, the KP 
actress showed a glimpse of 
her home in Srinagar while 
displaying her emotions and 
shedding tears.

In the video, she was also 
seen plucking a fresh apple 
from a tree and eating it. The 
actress showed the house, 
yard, and apple trees.

“Thirty years ago, my 
family was forced to flee 
Srinagar overnight, so we 
packed whatever we could 
into just one suitcase and fled. 
Now, 30 years later, we have 
returned to what remains of 
our home,” wrote the actress 

on her social media.
She further wrote, “The 

empty house stands, and all 
that remains are the memo-
ries we created almost three 
decades ago. This time, we 
don't have to run, hopefully 
never again!”

SFFC Orders DPS Srinagar 
To Revise Fee Structure
Agencies

Srinagar: In a significant develop-
ment, the School Fee Fixation Com-
mittee (SFFC) has issued a directive 
to the management of Delhi Public 
School (DPS) Srinagar, addressing 
several fee-related concerns raised 
by parents.

The order, issued by the Chair-
man of SFFC instructs the school 
management to make key adjustments 
to the fee structure, including tuition 
fees and security deposits.

Tuition fee increase and instal-
ment payment The SFFC has taken 
note of the abrupt 20 percent in-
crease in tuition fees mid-session 
and recognized that it could pose a 
financial burden on parents.

In response to this concern, the 
SFFC has directed the school manage-
ment to charge the raised tuition fee in 
two instalments. Specifically, 10 per-
cent of the increased tuition fee will be 
charged in the 2023-24 session, with the 
remaining 10 percent to be levied in 
the subsequent academic year, 2024-25.

Security deposit clarification
One of the key issues addressed by 

the SFFC is the charging of a substan-
tial security deposit, set at Rs 90,000, 

which parents contend is being mis-
represented as an admission fee.

"This practice is not in compli-
ance with the law and is expressly 
prohibited by statute. As a result, the 
parents who have paid this amount to 
seek a refund from the school manage-
ment," the SFFC order reads.

Annual fee and payment structure
The SFFC has noted an average 

increase in the annual fee, rising from 
Rs 8,700 to Rs 14,000. To alleviate the 
burden on parents, the committee has 
directed the school management to 
charge the enhanced annual fee in two 
instalments, as outlined in the order 
passed on August 14, 2023.

Parents will have the opportunity 
to pay the second instalment of the an-
nual fee up to February 2024.

Furthermore, the SFFC has man-
dated that future annual fees be col-
lected in two instalments: the first at 
the beginning of each new session and 
the second in July each year.

Late fee policy
The SFFC has set clear guidelines 

for the imposition of late fees, specify-
ing that late fees will only be charged 
if a parent fails to deposit fees consecu-
tively for three months. "No late fee 

will be applied to payments delayed by 
less than three months," it reads.

Transport fee inquiry
The SFFC has stated that concerns 

were raised regarding the school's 
transport fee, which was allegedly 
exceeding the limit set by the SFFC. 
The committee has directed the school 
to provide an explanation within one 
week as to why transport fees exceed-
ing Rs 2,000 are being charged from 
students availing transport services. 
The matter has also been reported to 
be under challenge in the High Court.

Grievance redressal committee
In response to parents' complaints 

about the lack of a redressal forum, 
the SFFC has directed the school man-
agement to establish a grievance re-
dressal committee, which will not in-
clude members of the school trust. The 
details of the committee's members 
are to be submitted within one week.

The SFFC has advised parents to 
approach the committee whenever 
they are aggrieved by the actions or 
orders of the school management, 
reaffirming their commitment to en-
suring fair and transparent fee struc-
tures for the benefit of students and 
parents—(KNO)

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The UT-level Tele 
Mental Health Assistance 
and Networking Across 
States (Tele-MANAS) cell, 
at the Institute of Mental 
Health and Neurosciences 
(IMHANS) Srinagar, is re-
ceiving an average of 80 calls 
daily, with approximately 12 
percent of those calls coming 
from individuals with self-
harming thoughts.

Launched on November 
4, 2022, this mental health 
helpline operates on a three-
tier system, staffed with men-
tal health counselors, clinical 
psychologists, and psychia-
trists ready to assist callers.

Since its inception, the 
Tele-Manas has handled 
about 27,000 calls, addressing 
concerns related to stress, 
drug addiction, suicidal ten-
dencies, and anxiety.

Dr Qazi Haroon, the 
State Program Manager for 
Mental Health in Jammu 
and Kashmir, informed that 
a total of 26,743 calls have 
been registered to date, with 
a slight predominance of fe-
male callers (53.97% female, 
45.87% male, and 0.16% 
other). He said that approxi-
mately 87.36% of calls were 
routine inquiries, while 
12.09% involved crisis inter-
ventions for individuals with 
self-harming ideas.

Tele-MANAS Mental Helpline In J&K 
Receives Average 80 Calls A Day

A meritorious girl student recieving gold medal from the President Draupadi Murmu during KU's 20th convocation on Wednesday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Israeli Strikes Demolish Entire Gaza 
Neighbourhoods As Only Power 
Plant In Territory Runs Out Of Fuel

How Are Palestinian Children 
Affected By Israel-Gaza War?

Pathankot Attack 
Mastermind Shahid Latif 
Killed In Pakistan Mosque

Israeli Cabinet To Discuss 
Banning Al Jazeera, Say Reports

"Denial Of Maternity Benefits 
Inhumane, Violates Rights": 
Delhi High Court

Facing Fire Over Resolution On 
Hamas, Congress's "Vajpayee" 
Reminder To BJP

Agencies

JERUSALEM: Palestinians 
in the sealed-off Gaza Strip 
struggled to find any safe 
area on Wednesday, as Israeli 
strikes demolished entire 
neighbourhoods, hospitals 
ran low on supplies and the 
territory’s only power plant 
ran out of fuel, deepening the 
misery of a war sparked by a 
stunning and deadly assault 
by Hamas militants.

Air strikes smashed entire 
city blocks to rubble in the 
tiny coastal enclave and left 
unknown numbers of bodies 
beneath mounds of debris. 
The bombardment raged on 
even though militants are 
holding an estimated 150 peo-
ple snatched from Israel — sol-
diers, men, women, children 
and older adults.

Israel has vowed unprece-

dented retaliation against the 
Hamas militant group ruling 
the Palestinian territory after 
its fighters stormed through 
the border fence on Saturday 
and gunned down hundreds 
of Israelis in their homes, on 
the streets and at an outdoor 
music festival.

Since then, militants have 
continued to fire rockets at 
Israel, including a heavy bar-
rage at the southern town of 
Ashkelon on Wednesday.

The war, which has already 
claimed at least 2,200 lives 
on both sides, is expected to 
escalate — and compound 
the misery of people living in 
Gaza, where basic necessities 
and electricity were already in 
short supply.

After the attack, Israel 
stopped the entry of food, wa-
ter, fuel and medicine into the 
territory — a 40-kilometer-long 

(25-mile) strip of land wedged 
among Israel, Egypt and the 
Mediterranean Sea that is 
home to 2.3 million Palestin-
ians. The sole remaining access 
from Egypt was shut down on 
Tuesday after airstrikes hit 
near the border crossing.

As Palestinians crowded 
into UN schools and a shrink-
ing number of safe neighbour-
hoods, humanitarian groups 
pleaded for the creation of 
corridors to get aid in, warning 
that hospitals overwhelmed 
with wounded people were 
running out of supplies.

“There is no safe place in Gaza 
right now,” journalist Hasan 
Jabar said after three Palestin-
ian journalists were killed in 
the bombardment of a down-
town neighbourhood home to 
government ministries, media 
offices and hotels. “I am genu-
inely afraid for my life.”

Agencies

With warplanes carrying 
out air strikes and Isra-

el’s announced total blockade 
of the Gaza Strip, residents 
have been stripped of access 
to many necessities, including 
food and water.

In response to the Hamas 
attack on Israel, Gazan neigh-
bourhoods, including al-
Karama and Rimal, have been 
bombarded and the civilian 
death toll, including hundreds 
of children, continues to rise.

Here is a look at how the 
war is affecting Palestinian 
children on the Gaza Strip:

On Wednesday, the death 
toll in Gaza reached at least 
950 Palestinians, including 
260 children, with the Pal-
estinian Health Information 
Center reporting that 10 per-
cent of the 3726 people in-
jured were children.

According to the Defense for 
Children International (DCI), a 
Palestinian human rights or-
ganisation focused on child 
rights, since 2005, six major 
military offensives in Gaza 
have killed at least 1,000 Pal-
estinian children.

“We know from previous 
experience that children will 
be terrified,” said Jason Lee, 
Save the Children’s country di-
rector for the occupied Pales-
tinian territory, in a statement 
on Saturday.

Children and the blockade
Israeli Defence Minister 

Yoav Gallant announced a 
complete blockade of Gaza on 
Monday, justifying the move 
by describing Palestinians as 
“beastly people”.

This means that the sup-
ply of electricity, gas, food 
and water has been cut off in 
Gaza, which has already liv-
ing under a land, sea and air 
blockade since 2007 with its 
borders controlled by Israel.

Since this blockade, Israel 
has launched five military 
attacks on Gaza, destroying 
homes.

Due to the blockade and 
lack of access to materials, 
reconstructing the homes has 
been slow and difficult, dis-
placing the inhabitants.

Children are highly vulner-
able to these conditions – lack 
of access to clean water, sani-
tation resources, and protec-
tion from weather extremes 
– causing a strain on their 
physical and mental health.

The lack of food in the com-
plete blockade will also lead 

to a higher rate of food inse-
curity. DCI reported that chil-
dren in Gaza have previously 
resorted to dangerous meth-
ods of collecting food or mon-
ey for food, entering zones 
where they can be attacked by 
the Israeli military.

The lack of water and sani-
tation facilities in Gaza has 
previously resulted in chil-
dren suffering from diseases 
including the flu and typhoid 
fever, according to DCI.

Frequent electricity deficits 
have exacerbated the issue of 
children being vulnerable to 
extreme heat and cold, DCI 
said in the report.

Mental health
According to a 2022 report 

by Save the Children, four out 
of five children in Gaza are 
living with depression, grief 
and fear, while more than 
half struggle with suicidal 
thoughts. Children there also 
experience trauma from wit-
nessing the deaths of other 
children.

Agencies

Jaish-e-Mohammed terror-
ist Shahid Latif, believed 

to be the mastermind of the 
2016 attack on an 
Indian Air Force base 
in Pathankot, was 
gunned down on Oc-
tober 11 by uniden-
tified assailants in 
a mosque in Daska 
town of Pakistan's Si-
alkot district, officials said.

Latif, alias Bilal, a designated 
terrorist under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, is 
learnt to have been shot dead 
along with two of his associ-
ates by three gunmen.

He had infiltrated into the 

Kashmir Valley in 1993 and 
was arrested a year later. He 
was in Jammu jail with Masood 
Azhar, founder of the JeM, till 
2010, officials said.

He was deported 
to Pakistan in 2010 
following his release 
and formally joined 
the terror group, they 
said.

"This is the biggest 
blow to JeM on Paki-

stan soil," an official said. Latif 
was wanted by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA).

Seven IAF personnel were 
killed when four JeM terrorists 
sneaked into the Pathankot Air 
Force Station on January 2, 2016. 
The siege went on for three days.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Denial of ma-
ternity benefits to a female 
employee is inhumane and 
against the principles of social 
justice as well as her funda-
mental rights as it stands in 
the way of her choice to bring 
life into the world, the Delhi 
High Court has said.

The court's observations 
came while holding as arbi-
trary a decision of the Delhi 
University (DU) to terminate 
the services of a contractual 
employee while she was on 
maternity leave.

Justice Chandra Dhari Singh 
said the institution's action 
of terminating the services of 
the woman, who challenged it 
before the high court, without 
even a notice cannot be sus-
tained and maternity benefits 
cannot be denied to a female 
employee merely because her 
employment was contractual.

Since she was "illegally ter-
minated", the judge directed 
the authorities to reinstate her 
and pay an amount of ₹50,000 
to her as compensation.

"Maternity benefits cannot 
be denied to a female em-
ployee merely because the 
nature of such employment 
is contractual. Denial of the 
said benefits is inhumane and 
in violation of fundamental 
rights. Maternity rights are 
not something that is based on 
a statute but stands to be an 
integral part of the identity of 
a woman," the court said in a 
recent order.

"Denial of such rights is, in 
fact, standing in the way of a 
woman choosing to bring life 
into the world, thereby vio-
lating her fundamental right 
to life. Such denial is indeed 
against the principles of social 
justice," Justice Singh said.

The petitioner was posted 
as a female attendant at a DU 
hostel on an ad-hoc basis in 
2018. She told the court that 
although her maternity leave 
was approved by the authori-
ties, she did not receive her 
salary during that period and 
upon rejoining, she was in-
formed that her services were 
terminated.

The court noted that accord-
ing to a notification issued by 
the DU, paid maternity leave 
of 26 weeks should be granted 
to women who are employed 
with it on a contractual or ad-
hoc basis and the record made 
it evident that the petitioner 
was in fact employed on a 
contractual basis and her term 
was further extended, making 
the policy applicable to her.

"It can be concluded that 
the respondent institution's 
action of terminating the pe-
titioner without so much as a 
notice is arbitrary," the court 
said.

 "The instant petition is al-
lowed and the respondents 
are directed to reinstate the 
petitioner on her previous post 
or any other post as per her 
eligibility. It is also directed to 
pay the maternity benefits as 
per the Act, 1961 within four 
weeks," the court directed.

Agencies

The Israeli cabinet is set to 
discuss legislation that 

would ban Al Jazeera's cover-
age in Israel, several Israeli 
media outlets reported on 
Wednesday.

Israeli Communications Min-
ister Shlomo Karhi has prepared 
emergency legislation to ap-
prove the closure of Al Jazeera, 
the Qatari-based international 
news channel, “until the end of 
the war”, the reports said.

Al Jazeera is one of the few 
global media channels that has 
a physical presence in Gaza and 
Israel.

According to Israeli media, 
the proposed legislation is set 
to be discussed this evening.

On Saturday, hundreds of 
Palestinian fighters stormed 
into Israel by land, sea and air, 
killing around 1,200 Israelis 
and taking scores more captive. 
In response, Israel has been 
relentlessly bombing the Gaza 
Strip, killing at least 1,055 Pal-

estinians.
Israel has barred anyone 

from leaving or entering Gaza, 
which it has put under com-
plete siege, cutting off water, 
electricity and food. Interna-
tional coverage of the Israeli 
bombardment, therefore, has 
fallen to media organisations 
already on the ground, such as 
Al Jazeera.

The Qatari TV channel has 
had a difficult relationship with 
Israel, most recently over the 
May 2022 killing of veteran Al 
Jazeera correspondent Shireen 
Abu Akleh.

Israel repeatedly denied that 
its soldiers had shot the report-
er, with various investigations 
proving their claims incorrect.

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The Congress on 
Tuesday said there are no dif-
ferences in the party on the 
CWC resolution on Hamas and 
reminded the BJP of former 
prime minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee favouring the cause of 
Palestinian people, after the 
ruling party slammed it for not 
referring to the terror attack on 
Israel in its resolution.

The Congress came under at-
tack from the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) for allegedly sup-
porting Hamas and the Pales-
tine cause, without referring to 
the attack on Israel.

Congress's deputy leader in 
the Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi 
said there are no differences 
within the party over the CWC 
document, which has favoured 
a resolution of the Palestine is-
sue through dialogue.

The BJP is trying to divert 
people's attention and distract 
them from the rift in the party 
over poll ticket distribution.

"It is unfortunate that the 
BJP is politicising the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) res-
olution. All of us want Indians 
to be safe in Israel and Gaza and 
that they should return home 
safely," Mr Gogoi told reporters 
when asked about the issue.

"There is no resentment and 
these are all rumours. It is re-
grettable that people are doing 
politics over the Congress reso-
lution.... Whether in Israel or in 
Gaza, we want Indian citizens to 
be safe. They should come back, 
that should be the focus," he said.

Mr Gogoi said senior Con-
gress leader Jairam Ramesh ex-
plained the party's position on 
X just a day earlier and referred 
to both the Hamas attacks and 
the Palestine cause.

Mr Gogoi alleged that the 
BJP is facing an internal revolt 
after the declaration of poll 
candidates' names in Rajast-
han, Chhattisgarh and Madhya 
Pradesh, and is now trying to 
distract people from this inter-
nal rift and raising such issues.

"I would like to tell (BJP leader) 
Kailash Vijayvargiaji that he should 
remember Vajpayeeji's speech and 
analyse what he had said.

"After the success of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the BJP is 
only talking about the Con-
gress and has forgotten its own 
history as well as Vajpayeeji's 
speech," he said.

BJP general secretary Mr Vijay-
vargia had, in a post in Hindi on X, 
said: "Extremely condemnable. 
CWC has passed a resolution in 
support of Palestine regarding 
the ongoing war between Israel 
and Hamas." "The Congress has 
once again passed a resolution 
taking a decision against national 
policy and national interest. How 
low will the Congress stoop to to 
please the people of a particular 
religion? "Now, the Congress is 
ready to compromise with ter-
rorism also. We and our party 
have also been in the opposition 
but never took any step against 
national interest. The Congress's 
hand is with terrorism," Vijayvar-
gia said, referring to the opposi-
tion party's poll symbol.

In its resolution, the Congress 
has said: "Finally, the CWC ex-
presses its dismay and anguish 
on the war that has broken out 
in the Middle East where over 
a thousand people have been 
killed in the last two days.

"The CWC reiterates its long-
standing support for the rights 
of the Palestinian people to 
land, self-government and to 
live with dignity and respect. 
The CWC calls for an immediate 
cease-fire and for negotiations 
to begin on all outstanding is-
sues, including the imperative 
issues that have given rise to 
the present conflict."

Delhi Court Summons BJP Leader Syed 
Shahnawaz Hussain In Rape Case

Angry Over Girls Smoking, 70-Year-
Old Man Sets Indore Cafe On Fire

Agencies

INDORE: A 70-year-old man set a 
cafe on fire in Indore, apparently 
furious after finding girls smoking 
there, an official said on Wednes-
day. The senior citizen targeted the 
cafe on Tuesday night when it was 
closed, the official said.

The accused was taken into cus-
tody after he was identified through 
CCTV footage, said Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police Rajesh 
Dandotia.

Without sharing his details, the 
official said that the accused had 
retired from the Department of 
Telecommunications.

"During initial interrogation, the 
accused said that he did not like 
girls smoking in this cafe, hence he 
got angry and set it on fire," he said.

Police officials, however, said that 
the accused is repeatedly changing 
his statement. The exact reason for 
the arson can be determined only 
after the completion of the investi-
gation, they said.

Though the senior citizen set the 
cafe, located under the jurisdic-
tion of Lasudia police station, on 

fire when there was nobody inside, 
it was completely destroyed. The 
owner suffered a loss of nearly ₹4 
lakh due to the arson, Rajesh Dan-
dotia said.

Dandotia said that a case has 
been registered against the accused 
under Indian Penal Code (IPC) sec-
tion 436 (mischief by fire or explo-
sive substance with intent to de-
stroy house, etc).

Another police official said that 
the cafe owner told the investiga-
tors that the accused had been 
roaming around his establishment 
for the last several days.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on 
Wednesday summoned BJP 
leader Syed Shahnawaz Hussain 
on a woman's complaint alleging 
rape and criminal intimidation. 
The court took cognisance of the 
alleged offence and directed the 
former Union minister to appear 
before it on October 20.

"This court, after going 
through the cancellation re-
port, protest petition filed by 
the complainant, the reply to 
the protest petition filed by 
the IO and other material on 
record is of the view that the 
complainant has given consis-
tent statements to the police, 
to the court in her application 
and before the Ld. Magistrate 
in her statement u/s 164 Cr.PC," 
the judge said.

The police had filed a report 
before the court seeking can-
cellation of the FIR.

The judge dismissed the po-
lice report, saying, "The issues 
raised by the IO (investigating 
officer) while filing the cancel-
lation report...are matters which 

can be decided during trial."
 "Moreover this court is of 

the view that the version of the 
complainant and her trustwor-
thiness can be tested only dur-
ing trial when she is cross-ex-
amined by the accused and so 
this court on the basis of ma-
terial placed on record along 
with the cancellation report 
especially the statement of 
the complainant... wherein she 
has supported her allegation 
of rape and threats by accused 
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain... this 
court takes cognisance of the 
offences," the judge said.

The judge took cognisance 
of the alleged offences, which 
are punishable under various 
provisions of the IPC includ-
ing sections 376 (rape) and 506 
(criminal intimidation).

Man Allegedly Harasses Woman 
On Pune-Nagpur Flight, Arrested

Press Trust of India

NAGPUR: A 32-year-old 
man was arrested by police 
here on Tuesday for alleg-
edly molesting a woman 
co-passenger on a Pune-
Nagpur flight of a private 
airline, an official said.

The alleged incident took 
place on Monday, he said.

The accused was identi-
fied as Feroze Shaikh, resi-
dent of Kondhwa area of 
Pune and an engineer by 

profession.
The 40-year-old woman 

complainant, a resident of 
Chandrapur, was on her 
way to Nagpur to perform 
the last rites of her father, 
the official of Sonegaon po-
lice station said.

The accused allegedly 
made unwanted advances 
towards her after the plane 
landed at the Nagpur airport.

A Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) jawan who 
was on board intervened 

and restrained Feroze Shaikh 
before reporting the incident 
to police, the official said.

Feroze Shaikh was sub-
sequently booked under 
Indian Penal Code sec-
tions 354 (assaulting or 
using criminal force to any 
woman, intending to out-
rage her modesty), 354 (a) 
(sexual harassment) and 
509 (word, gesture or act 
intended to insult the mod-
esty of a woman) and fur-
ther probe was on, he said.
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PRESIDENT DRAUPADI MURMU, J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Wednesday 
attended the 20th convocation of Kashmir University here, amidst heightened security 
arrangements around the venue.  KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION-Ist (KPDCL), BEMINA, SRINAGAR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
e-NIT No. STD I / 15 of 2023-24 dated 09.10.2023

For and on behalf of the Managing Director KPDCL, e-Tenders, (In Two Cover System) is hereby invited from reputed A-class electrical contractors / 
registered firms/suppliers enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D/JKPDD,for the work mentioned as:-

S.No Description of Work Earnest Money 
(In Rs.)

Cost of document 
(In Rs.)

Position of 
Funds

Last date of submis-
sion of e-bid (online)

01

Rate Contract for Supply of Key material required for 
Operation/Maintenance of 33KV lines and 33/11 KVA 
Receiving stations valid till end of financial year 2023-24  
or till finalization of next stage contract

Rs 78,000 
Seventy Eight 

Thousand  only

Rs.1000.00
(One Thousand 
only) Non refund-
able

Available 02/11/2023; 03:00 
PM

1. Document Download/Sale (start) Date. 13/10/2023 ; 09:00  AM
2. Document Download /Sale (End) Date. 02/11/2023; 03:00 PM
3 Bidding Queries/Clarifications 13.10.2023 to 14.10.2023.
4. Bid Submission Start Date 16/10/2023;  10:00 AM
5. Bid Submission End Date 02/11/2023; 03:00 PM
6. Commercial/Technical Bid Opening Date & Time 04/11/2023; 03:00 PM
7. Financial Bid Opening Shall be declared later on for the technically qualified bidders
8. Venue of Commercial/ Technical Bid Opening Electronically in the office of Executive Engineer STD-Ist Bemina Srinagar, J&K. 
9. Cost of e-Bid document Rs.1000.00 (Rupees Two Thousand only) Non refundable
10. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 78,000.00Seventy Eight Thousand only
11. Position of Funds Available

The bidders need to submit the proof/ cost of e-Bid document as stated in the above table through non-refundable Demand Draft  pledged to Executive Engineer, STD-I, 
Bemina, Srinagar. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft  must be uploaded on e-tendering portal in Commercial /Technical Bid Documents & hard copy of the same to be 
submitted in the office of theExecutive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagarbefore opening of techno-commercial bids.
1. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR only, pledged to the Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar. No 

Interest would be payable on Earnest Money deposited with the Department.
2. Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD shall be submitted to the office of the Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar, before opening of techno-commercial 

bids. In case any bidder shall submit/upload the bid declaration instead of EMD, his bid shall be summarily rejected and shall not be considered for techno-com-
mercial evaluation.  

3. The date and time of opening of financial bids shall be notified on web site http://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qualified bidders automatically through 
an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The financial bids shall be opened accordingly online on the same web site at the office of the Executive Engineer, 
STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar.

4. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on indicated date 
and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An authority letter of bidder’ 
representative will be required to be produced.

5. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e- Bids/ the e- Bid process without assigning any reason thereof .The decision of department 
will be final and binding.

6. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for opening of e-Bids shall be the 
following working day at the same time and place.

7.  All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas Price Schedule/
BOQ should be up loaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD.

8. To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ As per InformationTechnologyAct-2000, to participate in 
online bidding.

9. Hard copy of technical bid, technical specification and commercial bid documents (complete) of L1 Bidder must be delivered to the office of the Executive 
Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar.

 The sealed cover shall be scribed as “Techno-Commercial Bid against e-NIT No. STD-I/15of 2023-24 dated  09/10/2023.
10. The name of the L1 bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. It may be noted that the hard copy should be an exact replica of the uploaded offer 

documents. For evaluation purposes the uploaded documents will be treated as authentic and final. The hard copy shall be used only for reference purpose. 
11. The name of the bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. It may be noted that the hard copy should be an exact replica of the uploaded offer 

documents. For evaluation purposes the uploaded documents will be treated as authentic and final. The hard copy shall be used only for reference purpose. 
12. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
 Any other information regarding e-tendering process can be had from the office of the Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar
No.:- STD-I/ 3768-69 Sd/-
Dated:-09/10/2023 Executive Engineer,
DIPK-NB-3605-23 Sub Transmission Division-I,
DT: 11/10/2023 Bemina, Srinagar.

Sikh Delegation Meets 
President Murmu

Tight Security At Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Ahead Of Prez Visit

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A top police offi-
cer of the Jammu division on 
Wednesday reviewed security 
arrangements at the Vaishno 
Devi shrine stop Trikuta hills 
in Reasi district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, an official said.

The review of the security ar-
rangements by Inspector Gener-
al of Police, Jammu Zone, Anand 
Jain comes a day ahead of Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu's sched-
uled visit to the revered shrine.

Murmu, who reached Srinagar 
on Wednesday morning, is visit-
ing the shrine on the last leg of 
her two-day tour to inaugurate a 
remodelled Parvati Bhavan and 
skywalk on Thursday.

The work on the much-
needed skywalk, which would 
help separate the incoming 
and outgoing pilgrims near the 
Bhawan area, started in August 
last year. The facility, 20 feet 
above the track level, will help 
overcome the problem of mul-
tidirectional flow of yatra and 
a chaotic condition between 
Manokamna Bhawan and Gate 
No-3, the scene of stampede 
on New Year's Day in 2022 in 
which 12 people lost their lives 
and 16 were injured.

A police spokesperson said 
the IGP Jammu conducted a 

series of important meetings 
and visited the Police Stations 
at Bhawan and Katra to assess 
the preparedness for the VVIP 
visit and forthcoming Navratra 
celebrations.

During these meetings, Jain 
emphasized the importance 
of remaining extra vigilant for 
the anticipated visit and urged 
all the officers and jawans to 
prioritize security measures 
accordingly, also keeping in 
view the upcoming Navratra 
festival, the spokesperson said.

While interacting with men 
on ground, he also person-

ally visited and inspected 
base camp Katra town, both 
the helipads, venue and other 
main checking points starting 
from Moori, the spokesperson 
said, adding the IGP directed 
for strengthen the security at 
necessary points by adding ad-
ditional manpower.

Jain visited both the police 
stations at Bhawan and Katra 
and interacted with the offi-
cials and the staff.

He also stressed upon the ef-
forts to ensure the overall safe-
ty and security of the region, 
the spokesperson said.

Wildlife Conservation

MoEFCC Asks J&K To 
Come Up With Zonal Master 
Plans Within 2 Yrs

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) has asked the 
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment to come up with a Zonal 
Master Plan for eco-sensitive 
zones within two years.

As per a fresh notification 
from the MoEFCC, the UT gov-
ernment has been directed to 
form a Zonal master Plan in con-
sonance with the relevant Cen-
tral and Union Territory laws for 
the conservation of wild habitat 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“The Union Territory Govern-
ment shall, for the purposes of 
the Eco-sensitive Zone prepare 
a Zonal Master Plan within a pe-
riod of two years from the date 
of publication of this notification 
in the Official Gazette, in consul-
tation with local people and ad-
hering to the stipulations given 
in this notification for approval 
of the competent authority in 
the Union Territory,” it said.

The MoEFCC has named 12 
department for integrating eco-
logical and environmental con-
siderations into the Zonal Mas-
ter Plan

These departments as per the 
notification include environment, 
forests, agriculture, revenue, ur-
ban development, tourism, rural 
development, irrigation & flood 
control, pollution control board, 
municipality, panchayati Raj and 
public works department.

It said the Zonal Master Plan 

shall not impose any restriction 
on the approved existing land 
use, infrastructure and activities.

“The Zonal Master Plan shall 
factor in improvement of all in-
frastructure and activities to be 
more efficient and eco-friendly,” 
the notification said.

It said the Zonal Master Plan 
should focus on restoration of 
denuded areas, conservation of 
existing water bodies, manage-
ment of catchment areas, wa-
tershed management, ground-
water management, soil and 
moisture conservation, needs of 
local community and “such oth-
er aspects of the ecology and en-
vironment that need attention.”

In the notification, the MoEF-
CC told the UT administration 
that The Zonal Master Plan shall 
demarcate all the existing wor-
shipping places, villages and ur-
ban settlements.

“It shall also demarcate types 
and kinds of forests, agricultural 
areas, fertile lands, green areas, 
such as, parks and like places, 
horticultural areas, orchards, 
lakes and other water bodies 
with supporting maps giving 
details of existing and proposed 
land use features.”

It said the Zonal Master Plan 
shall regulate development in 
Eco-sensitive Zone and “also en-
sure and promote eco-friendly 
development for security of lo-
cal communities’ livelihood.” 
“The Zonal Master Plan shall be 
co-terminus with the Regional 
Development Plan,” it said.

We All Should Jointly 
Fight Militancy: Azad

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: A delegation of the 
Sikh community in Jammu and 
Kashmir met President Drou-
padi Murmu on Wednesday 
and submitted a memorandum 
listing their various demands.

The All Parties Sikh Coordina-
tion Committee (APSCC) delega-
tion led by Harmilan Kour and 
Manmeet Kour met the Presi-
dent at the Raj Bhavan here.

The delegation said the com-
munity has faced persistent 
challenges and firmly believes 
that it is time for the Govern-
ment of India to take decisive 
actions to address its pressing 
issues, according to the APSCC.

The demands included the 
extension of the National Com-
mission for Minorities Act to 
Jammu and Kashmir, reinstate-
ment of Punjabi as a recognised 
language, equitable relief for 
internally displaced Sikhs, and 
political reservation for the Sikh 
minority to ensure adequate 
representation and participa-
tion in the democratic process.

The memorandum stated 

that the Sikh community has 
been an integral part of the na-
tion's fabric, contributing sig-
nificantly to its cultural, eco-
nomic, and social spheres.

These measures are not 
merely requests but funda-
mental rights that uphold the 
principles of equality, fraterni-
ty and justice enshrined in the 
Constitution, it added.

President Murmu arrived 
in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Wednesday on a two-day visit. 
She was received at the Srinagar 
airport by Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha. She was also accorded 
a guard of honour on her first 
visit to the Union territory.

The President then travelled 
to the Badamibagh Canton-
ment, the headquarters of the 
Army's 15 Corps, where she 
paid tribute to the fallen sol-
diers at the martyrs' memorial.

 Later in the day, the Presi-
dent addressed the 20th con-
vocation of Kashmir University. 
She is scheduled to visit the 
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine on 
Thursday.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: DPAP chairperson Gh-
ulam Nabi Azad on Wednesday 
expressed concern over terror 
incidents in Jammu and Kash-
mir during the last one and a 
half years and called for a unit-
ed fight.

"The security situation has 
improved during the last five 
years. But for the past one 
and a half years, particularly 
in the Rajouri sector, incidents 
have taken place. The incident 
in Kokernag in Kashmir also 
took place. We are concerned 
about it," he told reporters on 
the sidelines of a meeting with 
several delegations here.

The Democratic Progressive 
Azad Party (DPAP) chairper-
son was replying to a question 
about the present security situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir.

It appears militancy is again 
attempting to raise its head, 
Azad said and added that "we 
all, people of J&K, the govern-
ment and politicians should 
jointly fight it out". "It is not 
solely the responsibility of the 
government, but all of us," he 
said.

On the dharna by the main 
opposition parties in Jammu 
and Kashmir, including the 
National Conference, the Con-
gress and the PDP, on Tuesday 
for restoration of democratic 
and constitutional rights in the 
Union Territory, Azad said, "The 
leaders who had given the call 
(for the demonstration) were 
themselves absconding."

"This shows their serious-
ness," he said in an apparent 
reference to NC chief Farooq 
Abdullah and PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti, who could 
not make it to the dharna on 
Tuesday.

Azad, who met several del-
egations, particularly of the 
Gujjar-Bakarwal community, 
said the government should 
look into the issues of this 
community and address their 
grievances.

DC Baramulla Reviews RDD Works, Other Sponsored Schemes
Dr Sehrish Emphasizes To Achieve 100% Saturation In All The Designated Indicators

Pulwama Student Shines at 
KU'S 20th Convocation

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a shining mo-
ment of academic excellence, a 
student from Pulwama etched 
his name in the annals of the  
Kashmir University's 20th Con-
vocation.

Naseer Ahmad Mir, under the 
dedicated mentorship of Aadil Ti-
betbaqal, a Faculty in the Institute 
of Music and Fine Arts  achieved 
an extraordinary feat by being 
awarded the coveted Gold Medal. 
This prestigious recognition was 
bestowed upon him for securing 
the First Position in BPA - Santoor 
Indian Classical (Batch 2018).

Naseer's remarkable accom-

plishment not only reflects 
his exceptional talent but also 
carries the promise of inspir-
ing other young individuals 
to unveil their hidden talents 
through the pursuit of academ-
ic excellence.

The Department of Santoor 
Indian Classical at the Universi-
ty of Kashmir has consistently 
strived to provide a premier 
learning environment for this 
vibrant art form. It is worth 
noting that the University of 
Kashmir holds the distinction 
of introducing the Department 
of Santoor Indian Classical for 
the first time in the history of 
performing arts worldwide.

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: In order to 
take a sector wise review 
about the physical and fi-
nancial progress of works 
under different schemes 
and sponsored pro-
grammes including PMAY-
G, MGNREGA, SBM-G and 
other sectors, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Baram-
ulla, Dr Syed Sehrish Asgar 
on Wedneswday chaired a 
meeting with the function-
aries of Rural Development 
Department Baramulla at 
DC Office Complex here.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sopore, Shabir 
Ahmad Raina; Joint Director 
Planning, M.Yousuf Rather; 
Sub Divisional Megistrates, 
ACD, ACP, Revenue Offi-
cers, BDOs besides other 
functionaries of other con-
cerned departments were 
present in the meeting.

On the occasion, Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment Baramulla briefed 
the chair about the current 
pace and progress of MGN-
REGA, PMAY (G), SBM (G) 

among others.
While reviewing the 

physical and financial 
progress under MGN-
REGA 2023-24, the meet-
ing was informed that a 
total of 25859 households 
of Baramulla district have 
been provided jobs with 
disbursement of more than 
Rs. 21.83 Crores wages un-
der total allocation of Rs. 
30.6781 Crores thereby 
making record release of 
the said wages to 99.5% 
within 15 days.

It was also given out that 
84 households stand reg-
istered under 100 days of 
guaranteed wage employ-
ment category.

Presenting further 
breakup, the meeting was 
informed that a record of 
8.52 lac households were 
provided jobs under MGN-
REGA against the target of 
4.85 lacs up to the current 
month making the achieve-
ment to 175%. Under this 
feat, 3315 works stand 
completed against the total 
target of 13000 and the rest 
of the works are to be com-

pleted up to March 2024, it 
added.

Similarly, the meeting 
also informed that 78000 
job cards are registered with 
the Department in Baram-
ulla under which 66000 Job 
cards are active as unskilled 
manual workers.

During the meeting, the 
chair was appraised that 
out of 339 cases sanctioned 
under Pradhan Man-
tri Awaas Yojana- Gramin 
(PMAY-G), 335 beneficia-
ries have been benefited till 
date while as the remaining 
cases are to be completed 
after proper verification 
and requisite formalities.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the progress made 
under Awaas Plus Scheme 
during 2023-24 and in-
formed that 3818 registered 
beneficiaries were benefit-
ed in the first instance with 
the first installment.

Similarly, under Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin), 
it was given out that 612 
works were taken up 
against the target of 622 
with budget allocation of 

Rs. 5.1295 crores.
After taking a compre-

hensive review, Dr Sehrish 
directed the concerned 
functionaries to work with 
added zeal and synergy so 
that all the ongoing works 
are completed well within 
the fixed timeline. She fur-
ther emphasized achieving 
saturation in all the desig-
nated indicators and ex-
horted to work in coordina-
tion and cohesion.

During the meeting, the 
DC directed the concerned 
authorities to complete the 
target of sanctioned cases 
up to November 2023 and 
December 2023 under 
PMAY (G) and SBM (G) re-
spectively.

With regard to the other 
works, the DC also directed 
to conduct routine field in-
spection so that constant 
surveillance is maintained 
adding that quality of work 
shall never be compromised.

Meanwhile, the DC called 
for intensifying sanitation 
in rural areas by gearing up 
Swachhgrahis on a commu-
nity approach to sanitation.

Call Centre At Mata Vaishnodevi Base Camp 
Gets Nearly 2 500 Calls From Pilgrims Daily

Press Trust Of India

KATRA: A state-of-the-
art call centre at the Mata 
Vaishnodevi base camp in 
Katra in Jammu and Kash-
mir is operating round the 
clock, managing nearly 
2,500 daily calls from pil-
grims from across the world 
seeking information about 
the pilgrimage to the Hima-
layan cave shrine, an official 
said on Wednesday.

The senior official said the 
facility plays a crucial role in 

aiding pilgrims to plan their 
visit to the revered shrine in 
the south Kashmir Himalayas.

It provides updates on 
prevailing weather condi-
tions, yatra status, availabil-
ity of helicopter services, 
battery-operated vehicles, 
accommodation, and other 
amenities at any given time, 
enhancing the overall expe-
rience of pilgrims.

The call centre has been 
set up to assist pilgrims 
with accurate information. 
A toll-free number is acces-

sible through the board's 
website, resulting in an in-
crease in call volume," Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of Shri Mata Vaishnodevi 
Shrine Board (SMVDSB) An-
shul Garg told PTI.

Garg appealed to people 
to utilise the call centre for 
comprehensive information 
about the pilgrimage and its 
associated facilities. The call 
centre, set up in September 
this year, provides real-time 
information to pilgrims.

"Initially, we received 

around 500 calls a day at the 
start of operations. After the 
redevelopment of the Mata 
Vaishnodevi website, the call 
volume has surged to 2,000 
to 2,500 calls daily," said Vi-
vek Varshneya, General Man-
ager of Aria Telecom Solution, 
which operates the facility.

"Calls are received 
on the toll-free number 
18001807212 and the facil-
ity has the capacity to han-
dle 30 incoming calls simul-
taneously, both domestic 
and global," he said.
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Addressing Middle East

I
n the midst of escalating violence and tragedy 
in the Middle East, it is imperative to confront 
the stark realities and moral dilemmas that sur-
round the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The recent 

unprecedented attack by Hamas, which claimed the 
lives of some 700 Israelis, serves as a grim reminder of 
the unsustainability of the situation in the occupied 
and blockaded Palestinian territories. Tensions had 
been simmering in the West Bank and Gaza Strip for 
months, with daily violence that went largely ignored 
by the Israeli government and by the world. This vol-
atile situation erupted into the Hamas attack inside 
Israel. It has, in turn, further endangered Palestinian 
lives as Israel, in turn, responds with force, disre-
garding civilian casualties. The Palestinian territo-
ries have endured the longest occupation in modern 
history, a situation characterized by the expansion 
of Israeli settlements, security barriers, checkpoints, 
and the frequent use of force. This status quo has rad-
icalized Palestinians and strengthened Hamas. Israel 
has declared war on Hamas before, but past military 
operations have done little to weaken the group.

In recent years, geopolitical realignments in the 
region have taken place, such as the Israel-Arab rec-
onciliation and the Iran-Saudi détente. Yet, these 
developments have conspicuously skirted the core 
issue—the occupation of Palestine. This original sin 
of West Asia continues to fester, with no end in sight.

To achieve lasting peace and stability in the re-
gion, it is imperative that the international commu-
nity addresses the Palestinian question. Military 
interventions alone are cosmetic solutions that do 
not address the root cause of the conflict. The United 
States, as a key player in the region, must take a bold 
and courageous step forward.

Some opinion in the western press has urged the 
US President Joe Biden to recognize an independent 
and democratic Palestinian state living alongside a 
secure Israel, soon after the violence subsides. It is 
argued that once a Palestinian state under occupa-
tion gains international recognition, the negotiations 
between Israeli and Palestinian representatives for a 
lasting resolution can commence.

This proposal may appear idealistic in the cur-
rent climate of conflict and distrust, but it is the only 
viable path forward. The two-state solution, despite 
its challenges and setbacks, enjoys higher support 
among both Israelis and Palestinians than any oth-
er alternative. The status quo is unsustainable and 
detrimental to all parties involved. To avoid further 
bloodshed and suffering, it is imperative that we tack-
le the root of the problem—the unresolved Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict. It is time to shift our focus towards a 
future where two states, Israel and Palestine, coexist 
in peace, security, and prosperity.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Work needed

T
he findings of State of Working India 2023, a report 
released by the Azim Premji University, are omi-
nous. This is because it reveals how employment 
and, consequently, social mobility continue to be 

linked to caste and gender hierarchies in India. In 2021, only 
22% of workers from the scheduled castes were regular wage 
earners compared to 32% from the general category who ben-
efitted from a steady income. As much as 40% of SC workers 
are still part of the unorganised sector, while the number of 
company owners belonging to the SCs and scheduled tribes 
remains anomalous compared to their percentage in the to-
tal workforce. This is true even of the smallest of firms. Data 
on the participation of women show a few more worrying 
trends. For instance, in rural areas, as the husband’s income 
increases, the probability of the wife being employed reduc-
es: this shows that stereotypes, such as the male being the 
breadwinner, endure stubbornly. Interestingly, the report 
also found a direct correlation between the employment sta-
tus of the mother-in-law in a household and the probability 
of the daughter-in-law being employed. Worryingly, SC and 
ST women are doubly disadvantaged — they earn only 54% 
of upper caste women’s pay who, in turn, earn only 76% of 
what men do. The most significant statistic perhaps is that 
a staggering 42% of graduates under 25 remain unemployed, 
showing that the prime minister’s dangling of the Rozgar 
Mela carrot is not helping the educated youth.

The general rate of unemployment has fallen to pre-
pandemic levels but the most troubling inference from this 
report is that inequality is still deeply embedded in the na-
tion’s economic structures in spite of policy attempts and af-
firmative action measures to uplift the disadvantaged class-
es. In the absence of robust employment generation, there is 
always the risk of the youth finding their energies being di-
rected towards divisive endeavours, thereby turning them-
selves into foot soldiers of an authoritarian regime. If Na-
rendra Modi’s pre-poll promises of providing employment 
are to be turned into reality, surveys like this must be taken 
seriously and their data used to tailor regular employment-
generation schemes appropriately. That way, the claims of 
employment generation by all political dispensations can be 
interrogated on the basis of objective criteria.

Telegraph India 
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NEP’s Digital Proficiency

Showkat Ahmad Mir

T
he new National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 envisions 
the future citizens of 
India to be digitally pro-

ficient, in addition to acquiring 
skills and attitudes like scientific 
temper, creativity, and evidence-
based thinking. These recommen-
dations seem to be imperative for 
the idea of making of ‘Vishwagu-
ru’ Bharat.  Both access to infor-
mation and proficiency in terms 
of utilizing technology for educa-
tional processes are prerequisites 
for any nation to be a part of the 
future knowledge economy. How-
ever, the digital divide and lack 
of digital proficiency among the 
populace suggest otherwise. To 
be digitally proficient means to 
be able to find, evaluate, and com-
municate information by using 
digital platforms. It also anchors 
on the ability to create, evaluate, 
and share information via infor-
mation and communication tech-
nologies. Lepofsky, sees digital 
proficiency to be composed of two 
vectors viz, “Skill level and Com-
fort level with technology”. 

This knowledge of digital pro-
ficiency is not only important for 
individuals to be aware of cur-
rent and modern trends of the 
globalized world; it also becomes 
significant in the transaction of 
knowledge within classrooms. 
Technology can be a very good 
tool of assistance in the teaching-
learning process. For technology-
assisted learning, both teachers 
and learners need to have digital 
skills but data on digital skills in 
India speaks otherwise. NEP 2020 
anticipates India with schools 
having smart classrooms, using 
digital pedagogy, and enrich-
ing the teaching-learning pro-
cess with online collaborations 
and resources. It envisages “the 
thrust of technological interven-
tions will be to improve teaching 
learning and evaluation process-
es, support teacher preparation 
and professional development, 
enhancing educational access, 
and streamlining educational 
planning, management, and ad-
ministration including processes 
related to admissions, atten-
dance, assessments, etc.” How-
ever, with such a huge education 
system in India, the aforemen-
tioned recommendations seem 
to be a herculean task. Besides, 
having such a large educational 
system, it lacks strategies to pro-
mote education for the socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged groups. 
The amount of money India 
spends on education is far less 
than what was recommended by 
the Kothari Commission six de-
cades ago. Furthermore, our edu-
cation has not been successful in 
integrating modern technology 
in education due to various rea-
sons. According to UDISE, 21-22, 
“more than nine lakh schools do 
not have functional computer fa-
cilities. It further shows that only 
34 percent of schools in India 
have internet access. Among the 
schools that have internet access, 
only 24 percent are government 
schools. Forget about integrat-
ing technology only, 13.4 percent 
of schools still do not have func-
tional electricity connections. In-
dia Inequality Report, 2022 high-
lights that “More than 80 percent 

of teachers reported facing chal-
lenges in teaching online”. The 
importance of information and 
communication technologies in 
the educational processes has 
been long ago recognized by vari-
ous thinkers who tried to see the 
benefits of integrating modern 
technology in education. They 
hypothesized that technology 
can eventually play a vital role in 
the educational processes and in 
achieving desired behavioral ob-
jectives of learning. This makes 
the relationship between tech-
nology and education what NEP 
calls ‘bidirectional’. However, 
in the Indian context, the idea of 
integration of modern technol-
ogy with multiple socio-economic 
and socio-political hindrances 
may get a back seat and may need 

an ample amount of time.
The new NEP acknowledges 

the local context for the use and 
integration of technology in the 
educational process. It does use 
the word ‘remote’ areas where 
technology and software are to be 
made available for the teachers 
and students. To take up this task, 
NEP-2020 recommends setting up 
a platform called Educational 
Technology Forum, this platform 
shall felicitate, govern and cre-
ate the e-content and make every 
possible way to reach every nook 
and corner in the country for 
delivery of e-content. It will also 
take up problems to be faced by 
the communities or disruptive 
technologies in the schools. The 
NEP 2020 also highlights that “A 
rich variety of educational soft-
ware, for all the above purposes, 
will be developed and made avail-
able for students and teachers at 
all levels. All such software will 
be available in all major Indian 
languages and will be accessible 
to a wide range of users including 
students in remote areas…” Here 
again, policymakers, deny the 

grim picture of the Indian edu-
cation system and make recom-
mendations that appear difficult 
to implement. 

The introduction of informa-
tion and communication tech-
nology in education in the 1990s 
and the cognizance of the digital 
divide in the world in 1995, gave 
rise to what  Linuma Mizuho calls 
"information ‘haves” and “the 
have-nots”. This digital divide 
is further located in the socio-
cultural context. The people who 
have more resources get more 
information digitally. There are 
only a few schools that get much 
attention from the government in 
the form of model schools or digi-
tal universities, Other schools 
have to struggle to get the basic 
facilities from the administration 

and if the institutions are located 
in remote regions; the challenges 
become even worse.  

The NEP 2020 uses the terms 
‘remote’ and ‘local contexts’ 
which can be extrapolated to the 
tribal and rural areas, where life 
is difficult and challenges in inte-
grating technology into education 
are very high. Introducing tech-
nology or the internet to these ar-
eas is one of the major challenges 
for policymakers and the govern-
ment. There have been very less 
studies that could discuss the 
problems of using and integrating 
technology in the rural and tribal 
areas. Looking at the remoteness, 
geographical location, and hard-
ships faced in these regions, one 
could think about information 
‘haves’ and ‘have nots’. The rural 
and tribal population has disad-
vantages on various fronts, these 
regions get marginalized, dispos-
sessed, and underrepresented in 
terms of accessing technology. 
The grim picture of inequality in 
technology can be understood by 
the following data, India Inequal-
ity Report, gives this description 

of digital quagmire “Despite a sig-
nificant growth rate of 13 percent 
in a year, only 31 percent of the 
rural population uses the inter-
net whereas 67 percent of India’s 
urban population uses the inter-
net”. Furthermore, “only about 9 
percent of the students who (are) 
enrolled in any course had access 
to a computer with internet, and 
25 percent of enrolled students 
had access to the internet through 
any other kind of devices. It fur-
ther highlights that only 4 percent 
of the students from Schedule 
Tribes and Scheduled Castes have 
access to computers with internet 
facilities. And “the percentage of 
students from “Others' ' who have 
internet access is 3 times more 
than the percentage from ST 
groups”. The access to computers 

with internet was highest among 
students of top income decile. It 
becomes obvious that students 
from low socio-economic back-
grounds have less chance to get 
access to digital platforms; they 
have less chance to learn via tech-
nology. Not only do these socio-
economic dimensions strengthen 
the digital divide but teachers are 
also not proficient in using tech-
nology in Indian classrooms. 

Making teachers technologi-
cally proficient in India seems 
paradoxical given the context of 
the huge digital divide that ex-
ists. The immediate need is to 
have context-specific responses 
to technology in rural and tribal 
areas and to build a basic infra-
structure of education instead of 
roving in the ideal digital space.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer 
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I
t is a lot encouraging to see that 
literary festivals are increasing-
ly held elsewhere in the world, 
which help build communities of 

readers.  These festivals also provide 
a platform to new authors by draw-
ing instinctive attention from read-
ers and the media, besides enabling 
popular authors to market their 
titles. Turned into a major industry, 

these festivals create new reader-
ship, boost book sales, and upgrade 
publishers’ brands. Perhaps, another 
major attraction of literary festivals 
is that it mirrors the nation’s inher-
ent culture and its mores. 

As for India, the country cele-
brates book lovers, authors and writ-
ers every year through literary festi-
vals organized across the country’s 

length and breadth. It is a matter of 
pride for Indians to attend and be a 
part of these lit-fests, which indicates 
the growing tribe of intellectuals in 
the country.  The Jaipur Literary 
Festival, which is described as the 
‘cultural catalyst’ and the ‘greatest 
literary show on earth’, draws people 
around the globe, augmenting Rajast-
han’s tourism economy. Literary fes-

tivals enable us to unite the past with 
our contemporary lives, the real with 
the imagined and the spoken with the 
written.  These festivals have become 
a great centre for all literature afi-
cionados and aspiring writers with 
a growing passion for books and ex-
panding love of writing.

Ranganathan Sivakumar 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
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the timing it chose
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while nothing came out

of this debate, old
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and normalisation of
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between New Delhi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Encouraging Literary Festivals 

It becomes obvious that students from low socio-economic 
backgrounds have less chance to get access to digital platforms; they have 

less chance to learn via technology. The immediate need is to have context-specific 
responses to technology in rural and tribal areas

Feature image credits: Rupak De Chowdhuri / Reuters
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An Allegory for the Importance 
Of Unity In Diversity

Aubaid Akhoon

In a mystical land, nestled between 
towering mountains and shimmer-
ing lakes, there existed a kingdom 
unlike any other—the Kingdom of the 
Talking Trees. In this realm, wisdom 
flowed as freely as the crystal-clear 
streams that wound through the 
enchanted forests and life thrived in 
perfect harmony.

Within this kingdom, there re-
sided three distinct species of sen-
tient trees: the Elder Oaks, the Wise 
Willows and the Nobliie Pines. Each 
species had unique qualities and 
wisdom to offer, and they coexisted 
peacefully for generations, sharing 
knowledge, stories, and laughter.

One fateful day, a new tree arrived 
at the outskirts of the kingdom—a 
towering Redwood from a distant 
land. Its arrival was met with great 
curiosity and excitement, for no one 
in the kingdom had ever encoun-
tered such a magnificent tree. The 
Redwood, however, was not like the 
others. It had a towering ego and be-
lieved itself to be superior to the na-
tive trees.

The Redwood began to boast about 
its enormous height and the grandeur 
of its homeland. It belittled the Elder 
Oaks, mocked the Wise Willows, and 
dismissed the Noble Pines as insignif-
icant. The harmony that had graced 
the Kingdom of the Talking Trees for 
centuries was now threatened by ar-
rogance and discord.

The native trees, recognizing the 
growing divide, sought counsel from 
the ancient Tree of Wisdom, a gi-
ant Sequoia known for its unparal-
leled insight. The Tree of Wisdom 
listened carefully and then shared a 
profound lesson: In our diversity lies 
our strength, and in our unity lies our 
harmony. Each tree has its unique 
qualities, and when we embrace our 
differences, we become stronger 
together.

Inspired by this wisdom, the na-
tive trees decided to confront the 
Redwood with kindness and under-
standing. They organized a grand 
festival to celebrate the Redwood's 
unique qualities, acknowledging its 
impressive height and strength. The 
Redwood, humbled by this gesture 
of unity, realized the error of its ways 
and apologized for its arrogance.

As time passed, the Redwood grew 
to appreciate the wisdom of the Elder 
Oaks, the grace of the Wise Willows, 
and the resilience of the Noble Pines. 
It learned that true greatness lay not 
in towering over others but in stand-
ing tall with them.

The Kingdom of the Talking Trees 
was once again filled with harmony, 

as the trees learned to value and re-
spect one another's strengths and 
differences. They flourished togeth-
er, sharing their wisdom and sto-
ries, knowing that unity and diver-
sity were the keys to their enduring 
happiness.

And so, the Kingdom of the Talking 
Trees became a beacon of wisdom 
for all lands, teaching a valuable les-
son to society: Embrace diversity, re-
spect one another's unique qualities 
and find strength in unity. For in the 
tapestry of life, it is the harmony we 
create together that makes us truly 
magnificent.

Allama Iqbal, the great poet and 
philosopher has  said:

"Fard qaaim rabt millat se hai 
tanha kuch nahi, Mauj hai dariya 
mein aur beroon dariya kuch nahi."

Translation: 'An individual is 
nothing without a connection to the 
community; they are like a wave in 
the sea, with nothing beyond the sea.'

These profound words resonate 
with the essence of our story in the 
Kingdom of the Talking Trees. Just as 
the native trees found their strength 
in unity and diversity, so too does 
this verse remind us that our individ-
ual significance is deeply intertwined 
with our bonds to the community.

Like the waves in the vast sea, 
our actions and impact are part of a 
larger whole and it is in our collective 

efforts that we find true meaning and 
significance.

Applications of the Story

Unity in Diversity: The Kingdom 
of the Talking Trees serves as an al-
legory for the importance of unity in 
diversity. This concept is not only ap-
plicable to forests but also to human 
society. Emphasize the significance of 
embracing cultural, ethnic, and ideo-
logical diversity to foster a more har-
monious and prosperous world.

Educational Initiatives: Consider 
developing educational programs or 
workshops inspired by the story to 
teach children and adults alike about 
the value of unity and respect for 
differences.

Environmental Conservation: The 
story highlights the interconnected-
ness of nature and the importance 
of preserving diverse ecosystems. 
Connect this message to real-world 
environmental efforts and initiatives, 
encouraging readers to take action in 
protecting our planet.

Social Harmony: Use the story as 
a conversation starter on promoting 
harmony and understanding in soci-
ety. Discuss the impact of prejudice, 
discrimination, and ego on human re-
lationships and how lessons from the 
Kingdom of the Talking Trees can be 
applied in our communities.

Enchanted Unity: Talking Trees' 
Tale" is a tale that resonates deeply 
with its readers and offers timeless 
wisdom. It not only entertains but 
also educates, making it a valuable 
contribution to literature with a last-
ing impact.

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is a 
Columnist and an Associate Editor of 

the Weekly Publication Education Quill

Warming World
Jo Adetunji

In August 2023, residents of Juneau, Alaska, 
watched as the Mendenhall River swelled to 
historic levels in a matter of hours. The rush-

ing water undercut the riverbank and swallowed 
whole stands of trees and multiple buildings.

The source for the flood was not heavy rainfall 
– it was a small glacial lake located in a side valley 
next to the Mendenhall Glacier.

Glacier-dammed lakes like this are abundant 
in Alaska. They form when a side valley loses its 
ice faster than the main valley, leaving an ice-free 
basin that can fill with water. These lakes may 
remain stable for years, but often they reach a 
tipping point, when high water pressure opens a 
channel underneath the glacier.

The rapid and catastrophic drainage of lake 
water that follows is called a glacial lake out-
burst flood, or GLOF for short. The flood waters 
race downstream over hours or days and often hit 
unexpectedly.

Glacial lake outburst floods have destroyed 
homes, infrastructure and human life around 
the world. They have killed hundreds of people 
in Europe and thousands of people in both South 
America and central Asia. Globally, an estimated 
15 million people live downstream from these 
lakes, with those in Asia’s high mountains at 
greatest risk.

Flooding from a glacial lake in the Himalayas 
on Oct. 5, 2023, left dozens of people dead in India 
as water swept away bridges, damaged a hydro-
power station and flooded small towns. Satellite 
images showed that the lake level dropped mark-
edly within hours.

I study Alaska’s glacial lakes and the hazards 
that glacier-dammed lakes in particular can cre-
ate. Our latest research shows how these lakes 
are changing as global temperatures rise.

When glaciers hold back lakes

Some glacial lakes are dammed by moraines – 
mounds of rock and debris that are left behind 
as a glacier retreats. Too much pressure from ex-
treme rainfall or an avalanche or landslide into 
the lake can burst these dams, triggering a devas-
tating flood. Officials say that’s likely what hap-
pened when the Himalayas’ Lhonak Lake flooded 
towns in India in October 2023.

Glacier-dammed lakes, like Suicide Basin off of 
Mendenhall Glacier, are instead dammed by the 

glacier itself.
These glacial lakes tend to repeatedly fill and 

drain due to a cyclic opening and closing of a 
drainage path under the ice. The fill-and-drain 
cycles can create hazards every couple of years or 
multiple times a year.

How glacier lake hazards are changing in Alaska

In a new study, we identified 120 glacier-
dammed lakes in Alaska, 106 of which have 
drained at least once since 1985.

These lakes have collectively drained 1,150 
times over 35 years. That is an average of 33 
events every year where a lake drains its con-
tents, sending a pulse of water downstream and 

creating potentially hazardous conditions.
Many of these lakes are in remote locations 

and often go undetected, while others are much 
closer to communities, such as Suicide Basin, 
which is within 5 miles of the state capital and 
has frequently drained over the past decade.

Our study found that, as a whole, glacier-
dammed lakes in Alaska have decreased in vol-
ume since 1985, while the frequency of outbursts 
remains unchanged. This suggests a regional 
decline in the potential hazards from glacier-
dammed lakes because less stored water is avail-
able, a trend that has been documented for gla-
cier-dammed lakes worldwide.

To better understand this trend, imagine a 
bathtub. The higher the sides of the tub, the more 

water it can hold. For a glacier-dammed lake, the 
glacier acts as a side of the bathtub. Warming air 
temperatures are causing glaciers to melt and 
thin, lowering the tub walls and therefore ac-
commodating less water. That reduces the total 
volume of water available for a potential glacial 
lake outburst flood.

Smaller lakes, however, have had less signifi-
cant change in area over time. As the August 2023 
event clearly illustrated, even small lakes can 
have significant effects downstream.

Alaskans witnessed a new record of destruc-
tion in Juneau from the flood. The water reached 
nearly 15 feet at the Mendenhall River gauge – 3 
feet above its previous record.

In summer 2023 alone, Alaskans saw record 
or near-record flooding from multiple glacier-
dammed lakes near populated areas or infra-
structure, such as Suicide Basin, near Juneau; 
Skilak Glacier-Dammed Lake, which affects the 
Kenai River; and Snow Lake, which impacts the 
Snow River. These lakes have remained about 
the same volume but have produced some larger 
floods in recent years.

One possible explanation is that with a thin-
ner and weaker ice dam, the water can drain 
much more quickly, though further research is 
needed to understand the mechanics. Regardless, 
it’s a reminder that these lakes and events are 
unpredictable.

How will rising temperatures affect these lakes?

Glacier loss in Alaska is accelerating as tem-
peratures rise. Due to the large volume of glaciers 
and the many intersecting valleys filled with ice 
in Alaska, there is a high probability that new 
lakes will develop as side valleys deglaciate, in-
troducing new potential hazards.

Many of these lakes are likely to develop in re-
mote locations, and their presence may only be 
noticed in satellite images that reveal changes 
over time.

Given the abundance of glacial lakes and their 
potential threat to human lives, early warn-
ing and monitoring systems are worryingly 
sparse. Efforts are underway, such as those in 
the Himalayas and Chile, but further research is 
needed to develop reliable, low-cost monitoring 
systems and to improve our understanding of 
these evolving hazards.

By arrangements with The Conversation
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir,

Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Kupwara
NIT No. 52-Kupwara/7078-86  of 2023-24 e-tendering   DATED: -10-10-2023 

 
For & on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory, e-tenders (in single cover system) are invited on item rate basis from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with Union Territory J&K Govt. CPWD ,Railways and other state/Central Governments for 
the followings works:-

S. No Name of Work Est. Cost 
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
rupees)

Earnest 
Money (In 
rupees)

Time of 
Completion 
In days

Time & Date 
of Opening 
of  Bid

Class of 
Contr 
actor

Major Head of Ac-
count

1. Construction of 12Mtr Bridge 
at Shahabad Muskijal Warnow 
Kupwara

33.50 1100/- 67000/- 45 days 19-10-2023 “A&B” SEEMA SAMRIDHI 
YOJNA 2023-24

2. Improvement of road from main 
road to Chopan Mohalla Zunreshi 
and Dev Mohalla Zunershi

24.34 800/- 48700/- 30 days 19-10-2023 “B&C” SEEMA SAMRIDHI 
YOJNA 2023-24

3. Upgradtion of Augmentation of 
Rest House at Tourist Spot Doursa 
Lolab

20.88 800/- 42000/- 30 days 19-10-2023 “B&C” SEEMA SAMRIDHI 
YOJNA 2023-24

4. Construction of CRC under Silk 
Samagra 2021-22 at Lolab Kupwara 

9.90 600/- 19800/- 30 days 19-10-2023 “C&D” CSS/TSP 

Position of funds     : Approved
Position of AAA     : Accorded 
                           The Bidding documents consisting of  qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

01. Date of issue of   Tender Notice 10-10-2023
02. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 10-10-2023  to 19-10-2023   (4.00P.M)
03. Bid submission start date 10-10-2023  from    (10.00A.M)
04. Bid submission end date 19-10-2023  upto     (04.00P.M)
05. Date & time of opening Bids (on line) 19-10-2023  at (6:00P.M) in the Office of the 

Executive Engineer RnB Division Kupwara 
             
  Terms and Conditions :- 
   The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploading softcopy any short fall found in the soft copy the tender shall be rejected.
a. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape  Treasury Challan   (Under Account Head 0059) (Treasury Challan) must be wirten boldly 
the Name of Work, Name of Contractor alongwith Cell No, NIT No.  &  Sr. No of NIT)   in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Kupwara (tender inviting authority ) and 
Earnest money /Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Kupwara .
b. The Successful Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% additional performance security deposit of the allotted cost.  The same shall be released after 
successful completion of the defect liability Period of the work. The EMD of 2% successful bidders shall  be released after  receipt of 5% Performance Security
c. Additional performance security for unbalanced bids is to be submitted by the lowest bidder before issuance of Allotment as per procedure in vogue. 
S.No %age of unbalanced Bid viz a viz advertised cost on account of Law Rate  Additional performance security to be deposited 
1 Up to and including 15% below   Nil
2 Greater than 15% upto and  including 20% below 5%  of  advertised cost 
3 Greater than  20% upto and including 25% below 10% of  advertised cost
4 Greater than  25% upto and including 30% below 15% of  advertised cost
5 Greater than   30% below   20% of  advertised cost
Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department Kashmir’s Circular No. CE/RBK/HD/3271-73
a. The bidders shall ensure that their bids shall be accepted only if their registrations cards are uploaded on https://jkpwdoms.jk.gov.in portal in active Tab. as per 
circular instructions issued by Development Commissioner works vide No.PW/DCW/DB/668-72 DT.10-06-2022.
d. The GST-3B for last Quarter ( Quarterly return) and Previous month for (Monthly return) Should be uploaded, irrespective of date of Tender 
e. 1st lowest bidder will submit the CDR/FDR within two days after opening of Tender failing which 2nd lowest will be approached. Besides 1st lowest will be 
debarred from participating in tendering process for one year in this division.
f. Manual offers delivered by post/fax or in person, or offers sent by e-mail or telex shall not be accepted against electronic tenders, even if such offers are 
received in time. All such offers shall be considered as invalid offers and shall be rejected summarily, without any consideration
g. In case the L-1 fails deposit the requisite document, the  action against the L- 1 as per PWD rules leading to blacklisting of contractor
h. On Opening of financial bid the L1 has to produce the Original CDR/FDR pledge to the opening Authority before    allotting the work along with Cost of tender 
document in the shape of Treasury Challan 
i. Upload Valid Registration CARD /Renewal, PAN Card , GST Certificate and latest GST clearance ending previous Month. 
j. It is mandatory for all bidders participating to submit all documents in terms of soft copies in etendering website and no documents in terms of Hard Copies 
shall be entertained. However, lowest bidder will be called for submission of CDR/FDR as well as Treasury Challan   and CDR/FDR of the other participating tenderers/ bid-
ders will be released only after surrender of  Treasury Challan .
k. Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with .The same should be obtained only from the Bidder who’s 
declared 1st Lowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids.
l. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
m. The bidders are advised to get the genuineness of their enlistment cards from the issuing authorities. This is mandatory and bids are liable to be rejected in 
absence of the genuineness of enlistment card
n. The contractor may purchase required material of quality and specifications prescribed, to be certified by Engineer in-charge
1. The steel/Key construction material shall be alloweded only of approved brand by the government.
2. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical Bids.
3. The tenderers are directed to submit their tender online; in case the last date of opening of tenders happens to be a holiday/hartal the same shall be opened 
on the next working day.
Qualification of the Bidder
In order to qualify all bidders shall upload following documents as defined below:-
I. Registration Card duly renewed for the current financial year 2022-23. PAN Card, GST Certificate and latest GST clearance ending previous Month.
II. In light of Govt. Notification issued by Finance Department Civil Secretariat Vide No. A/24(2017)-651Dt. 07-06-2018, the bidder must upload the copy of Chal-
lan / receipt in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Kupwara on account of cost of tender documents remitted in the treasury concerned for that the bidders must write 
an application to be addressed to treasury officer concerned requesting therein for remittance of amount as cost of tender documents towards M. H. 0059.
4. The tenderers shall quote their rates legibly both in words, and figures. In case of any confusion resulting on account of rates not being written neatly and leg-
ibly decision of department shall be final and binding upon the tenderers. 
5. The tenders shall remain valid for a minimum period of three month from the date of opening 
of the   tenders . 
6. The work shall have to be executed strictly in accordance with the specification laid down by the Deptt./Executive Engineer in charge of the work with in the 
time limit  specified failing which penalty up to Rs.1500/day for first 10 days & Rs.3000/day for next 15days & 15% on the total value of the work will be imposed upon the 
contractor which shall be at the discretion Of the Engineer in charge Chief Engineer /Superintending  Engineer /Executive Engineer. On contractors representation based on 
the valid grounds, the Executive Engineer/superintending engineer /chief Engineer however reserves the right for granting an! Extension in the time limit for any definite 
period of time and in case the work is not still completed within the period so extended the contactors security deposit shall be confiscated in addition to imposition of other 
penalties as laid down in the rules regulation for the registration of the contractors besides recovery of extra cost if any involved after getting the work done through any 
other agency.
7. In respect of bridge work, the span of the bridge may vary depending upon the condition at site. The rates to be quoted shall therefore hold good for variation 
up to 25% in the span. 
No. 7078-86             Executive Engineer
DIPK-10239/23     DT:  11-10-2023                                  R&B Division Kupwara

zeoquilmuqam@gmail.comGOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office Of The Zonal Education Officer
Quilmuqam Bandipora

Sub:       Engagement/hiring of Helpers/AAYA’s under ECCE for the year 2023-24.
Ref: Directorate of Samagra Shiksha, J&K order No: 07 of Chirag, 2023 dated: 09-1-2023 and Chief Education Officer, Bandi-
pora No: CEO/Bpr/sms/2023/2323 dated: 24-6-2023

NOTICE   
Application on devised format (appended )  are invited from eligible candidates for engagement /Hiring of Helpers/AAYA’s under 
ECCE in the identified schools shown below, which should reach to Heads of institutions of concerned schools  by 20th  of Octo-
ber,2023 supported by authenticated requisite documents incomplete applications  or applications dropped after prescribed date 
shall not be entertained and shall be rejected without issuing any notice, however the  undersigned reserves the right of cancellation 
of the notice if needed.
Nature of development-The development of helper/AAYA’s shall be purely terminus and shall start from the date they are engaged/
hired and shall conclude with the end of academic session. It may be extendable subject to the performance and approval of funds 
from the Ministry of Education Government of India, in the particular component.
Eligibility criteria:
  The helper deployed must be a domicile of the village in case of rural area and wards in case of    urban area where ap-
proved school is located.
 Only female candidates may be deployed.
 Candidates must be belonging to below poverty line category. The certificate of BPL category should be authenticated by 
TSO concerned.
 The candidate must be physically fit to carry out her job. The applicant should possess minimum qualification of 8th pass, 
no weightage for higher qualification will be considered, if any however candidate with lesser qualification shall be considered when 
no eligible candidate is available in the village/ward, for which a separate notice shall be issued as soon as identified so.
 Preference shall be given to candidates from BPL category in order of priority.
.      Widow
.       Divorced
.       Candidates from BPL older in age.
Age:      18 to 45 years as on 01-01-2023.
Honorarium: Rupees: 5000/= Rupees: five thousand per month which may vary as per the approval in the subsequent year in PAB 
of samagra shiksha.
Premature termination: 
In case of any misconduct, misbehave and poor performance while discharging duty by a helper /AAYA’s as noticed/reported, the 
concerned head of the institution shall have the right to terminate the services of the helper/AAYA’s in consultation with the pan-
chayat e halqa/Muncipal ward with due adherence to the prescribed procedure, as the case may be. The replacement shall be made 
within 07 seven days.
Job chart of Helper/AAYA’s
The helpers/AAYA’s for the preprimary sections of Government school shall have to perform below mentioned suggestive tasks
a/    Escorting the children at their arrival/departure between activities (for example while moving to outdoor area’s playground and 
toilet etc.
b/   maintaining the hygiene of the children toileting, hand washing, cleanness of children etc.
c/   Helping the teacher in preparing class for activities like setting of the material, making arrangement for day to day activities.
d/   Assisting the children in taking food under the supervision of teacher, under PM Poshan/MDM.
e/   Any other assignment given by HOI for the proper care of children.
Sno Name of the school Village/Ward No of Helper/AAYA to be engaged
1. MS Mangniporabala Mangnipora/Turkpora 01
2. BPS Sheikhpora Mantrigam 01
 Zonal Education Officer,
        Quilmuqam
No:       ZEOQ/sms/023/______      
DIPK-10244/23  Dated:_11/10 /2023

Application format for engagement/hiring of helper/AAYA’s for academic session 2023-24 in 
Education  Zone Quilmuqam

1. Name of school where engagement of Helper/AAYAs is to be proposed: ____________________
2. Village/Ward:     ________________________________________
3. Panchayat Halqa :   _____________________________________
4. Name of applicant:   ____________________________________
5. Fathers name:          _____________________________________
6. Mothers name:       _____________________________________
7. Name of Husband (if applicable): _________________________________________
8. Residance:      _________________________________________________________

Village/Ward Panchayat/Halqa Tehsil District

(Attach Domicile certificate)
9. Education qualification:    ___________________________
10. Date of birth:                      ___________________________
11. Do you belong to any of the below category:
i.  Widow  : Yes/No _______________   Yes/No (Attach copy of proof )
ii. Divorced:    ____________________                             Yes/No (Attach copy of proof )
I certify that above given information is correct and nothing is concealed in case of any miss information, if found/provided at any 
time I shall be responsible for consequences what so ever under law/rules. Date of submission: ________________
 Signature of applicant
DIPK-10244/23    dated: 11-10-2023

Joint Injections, Creams Ineffective 
For Treating Hand Arthritis: Study
IANS

J
oint injections may be 
“ineffective” and may 
not improve symptoms 
of people suffering from 

arthritis in the hands, according 
to a study.

The study, published in 
RMD Open, also found the effec-
tiveness of some topical creams 
to be “uncertain”.

However, painkillers and 
steroid pills are effective.

The hands are the most 
common area to be affected by 
arthritis. Treatments to ease 
the symptoms can include anti-
inflammatory drugs, steroids, 
ointments or injections straight 
into the joint.

“Many pharmacological 
treatments for hand osteoar-
thritis pain are available, of 
which most have no proven 
efficacy,” said Anna Dossing 
from the University of Copen-
hagen in Denmark.

Hand osteoarthritis is a com-
mon disease affecting 15.9 per 
cent of women and 8.2 per cent 
of men aged between 40-84 years.

The incidence increases 
with age, and thus the burden 
will grow with the ageing popu-
lation. The condition causes 
pain and impairs grip and mo-
tor function, affecting people's 
abilities with activities of daily 
living and work.

People also experience dull 

or burning joint pain, morning 
stiffness, and swollen joints.

The study explored re-
search databases, finding 72 
trials involving a total of 7,609 
patients with 29 treatments 
provided over an average pe-
riod of three months.

Of the total, 60 trials, 
comprising 5,246 patients, 
looked specifically at pain 
and were included by re-
searchers in a pooled data 
analysis. The results showed 
that non-steroidal anti-in-
flammatories (NSAIDs) and 

steroid tablets performed 
better than placebos.

However, the effectiveness 
of topical creams and gels was 
not clear. Joint injections such 
as hyaluronate or steroids, as 
well as hydroxychloroquine tab-
lets, were “no better than place-
bo”, researchers said.

“For hand osteoarthritis, 
oral NSAIDs and oral gluco-
corticoids appear effective, 
whereas the efficacy of topi-
cal NSAIDs remains question-
able,” Dossing said.

Researchers said their 

findings “echo those of previ-
ous pooled data analyses” but 
“contradict the recommen-
dations of existing clinical 
guidelines”, the report said.

“These findings raise ques-
tions about the evidence sup-
porting the current treatment 
recommendation for intra-artic-
ular therapies and emphasise 
the need for future large-scale 
trials with a rigorous methodol-
ogy to establish the efficacy of 
promising interventions such as 
topical NSAIDs,” the team said 
in the paper.

By 2027, Yearly Power Demands 
Of AI Could Surpass Those Of 
Small Countries, Research Finds
Press Trust Of India

B
y 2027, the electricity pow-
ering artificial intelligence 
(AI)-related activities could 
exceed the yearly power de-

mands of countries such as the Neth-
erlands, Argentina and Sweden, new 
research finds.

Wide adoption of AI could have a 
large energy footprint as generative AI 
technologies such as ChatGPT that cre-
ate content based on the data they were 
trained on are undergoing rapid growth 
since 2022, noted the research published 
as a commentary in the journal Joule.

Training these tools is an energy 
intensive process as it requires feed-
ing the models a large amount of data, 
said author Alex de Vries, a researcher 
at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands.

For training its textual content-
generating AI tool, Hugging Face, a 
New York-based AI company, reported 
that it consumed 433 megawatt-hours 
(MWh), sufficient to power 40 average 
American homes for a year, said de 
Vries, who also founded Digiconomist, 
a research company dedicated to expos-
ing the unintended consequences of 
digital trends.

Further, these AI tools again 
take up a significant amount of 
computing power, and thus energy, 
every time they generate a text or 
image based on prompts.

For example, ChatGPT could cost 
564 MWh of electricity a day to run, de 
Vries's analysis showed.

De Vries also estimated that if 
Google, which processes up to 9 bil-

lion searches a day currently, were to 
power its search engines with AI, then 
it would need roughly 30 TWh of power 
a year, which is almost the yearly elec-
tricity consumption of Ireland.

Google has been incorporating 
generative AI in the company's email 
service and is testing out powering its 
searches with AI.

Thus, by 2027, worldwide AI-related 
electricity consumption could increase 
by 85 to 134 TWh annually, said de Vries, 
based on the projection of the rate of AI-
server production, which is expected 
grow rapidly in the near future.

Also, even as companies globally 
are working on making AI hardware 
and software more efficient and less en-
ergy intensive, de Vries said that this 
only increases their demand.

"The result of making these tools 
more efficient and accessible can be 
that we just allow more applications 
of it and more people to use it," said de 
Vries in the commentary.

Thus, "looking at the growing de-
mand for AI service, it's very likely that 
energy consumption related to AI will sig-
nificantly increase in the coming years.

"The potential growth highlights 
that we need to be very mindful about 
what we use AI for.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
JAL-SHAKTI (I& F.C.) DIVISION, HANDWARA

e-Auction Notice No. 03/HND/IFCD/ 2023-24 Dated:- 10-10-2023(FRESH)
For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-Auction on item rate basis is invited from interested persons/
parties/dealers for Four No.  Walnut Fruit Bags (Standing Crop) Lal Khul Head to Tail.

S. No. Name of work
Minimum Re-

serve bid  In Rs. 
Incl. 5% GST

Amount of 
C.D.R @2%  

(In Rs) 

Cost of Bid 
Document Bid ID

1 Open Auction of standingWalnut fruit 04 No. Bags at Lal 
Khul Head to Tail. ₹8400/- ₹168/- ₹200/- 2023_IFC_232984_1

1 Publishing Date 10/10/2023   16:00 Hours
2 Download Date Start  10 /10/2023   16:00 Hours
3 Tender Submission date Start 10/10/2023   16:00 Hours 
4 Tender Submission date Ends 16 /10/2023   18:00 Hours
5 Date of Opening 17/10/2023    12:00 Hours

The estimated No. of  Bags of Walnut Fruits is04 No. Bags as per the calculation report of Zildar Canals Handwara vide his letter No. ZCH/
447Dated:- 05-10-2023. The details are given as below.

S. No. Name of  Fruit Estimated Quantity Estimated Rate including  5% GST Total amount
1 Walnut 04 Bags ₹2100/- ₹8400/-

Terms & Conditions
1. The BID consisting of terms and condition of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jk-

tenders.gov.in.
2. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in.
3.	 The	Bids	uploaded	on	the	website	up	to	due	date	will	be	opened	on	date	mentioned	above,	in	the	office	of	the	Bid	Receiving	Authority,	 i.e.	

Executive Engineer I&FC Division  Handwara.
4. The complete bidding process will be online.
5. The bidder should quote total amount for the entire quantity.
6. Bids must be accompanied with Aadhar Card, PAN Card,Bidder Details,cost of Tender Document in the shape of treasury challan/receipt 

(mentioning therein E-Auction), in favour of Executive Engineer, Irrigation & F.C. Division, Handwara. The Bid will remain valid for a period of 15 
(Fifteen) days from the date of opening of bid.   

7. The Successful bidder shall start Harvest the fruit as per his own convenience after the issuance of allotment, & only after depositing whole bid 
amount	in	one	Installment	in	the	office	of	Executive	Engineer	Irrigation	&	Flood	Control	Division	Handwara	against	proper	G.R.	(via	two	cheques,	
one cheque for GST amount & second for remaining amount).. 

8. The bidder shall make his own arrangements what-so-ever for harvesting of said crop/fruit
9. In case of any dispute between bidder & Department, the decision of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir Irrigation & Flood Control Department Sri-

nagar	in	this	regard	shall	be	firm/final	and	binding	upon	both.
10. The bids should be accompanied by the requisite Earnest money in shape of C.D.R. Pledged to the Executive Engineer, Irrigation & F.C. Division, 

Handwara from any scheduled Bank, without which bids shall not be accepted. The earnest money of the successful bidder shall be released 
only after successful and satisfactory completion of the contract as per rules.

11.	 In	case	the	successful	bidder	fails	to	fulfill	the	commitment,	the	Department	shall	forfeit	the	CDR	of	the	successful	bidder	without	any	notice.	
12. The bidder shall have to give full address at which correspondence is to be exchanged. Letters sent through registered post on the address given 

shall be considered to have been delivered. No excuse on this account shall be entertained. 
13. Bidder shall acquaint themselves with site conditions, quality and composition of material.
14. The successful bidder shall be personally responsible for watch & ward of material till its disposal.
15. The harvesting is done under close monitoring of Departmental staff as per the guidelines given.
16. The amount of GST to be incld. In the bid amount by the bidder shall be @ 5% of same. 
17.		 The	detailed	inf.	Regarding	said	E-Auction	can	be	had	from	in	the	office	of	Zildar	Canals	Handwara		whose	Phone	No.	is	9797070280.
No:- I&FCDH/2866-77  Sd/
Dated:-10/10/2023 Executive Engineer
DIPK-10217-23 Irrigation & FC Division
DT: 11/10/2023 Handwara

Sitharaman Stresses On 
Need For IMF To Remain 
Well Capitalised

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Wednesday participated in a 
roundtable discussion on 'IMF 
policy priorities and how the 
institution should support its 
membership' and underlined 
the need for the institution 
to remain well-capitalised to 
meet future challenges.

The roundtable was hosted 
by US Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen on the sidelines of the 
World Bank-IMF Annual Meet-
ings in Marrakech, Morocco.

Sitharaman spoke about 
IMF's mandate and lending 
policies, a strong, quota-based, 
and adequately resourced IMF, 
Poverty Reduction and Growth 
Trust (PRGT) Financing and IMF 
governance reforms, the finance 
ministry said in a statement.

Sitharaman drew attention to 
India's G20 Presidency's focus 
on the importance of multilat-
eralism to move towards coor-
dinated and consensus-based 
solutions to global challenges.

She highlighted that in line 
with the evolving needs of the 

membership, the IMF's prima-
ry focus needs to be macroeco-
nomic surveillance and policy 
guidance, it said.

She emphasised the role of 
IMF in addressing debt restruc-
turing process bottlenecks and 
fostering cooperation on debt 
issues, including through co-
chairing the Global Sovereign 
Debt Roundtable with India 
and the World Bank.

Sitharaman underlined the 
importance of the IMF to re-
main well capitalised through 
quota-based resources to re-
main central to global financial 
safety net.

Expressing India's support 
for the gender and governance 

reforms in the IMF Executive 
Board, she said under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's di-
rections, India has recently en-
acted the Nari Shakti Vandan 
(Women's Reservation Law), 
which reserves 33 per cent 
seats in the Parliament and 
state legislatures for women.

On the sidelines of the dis-
cussions, Sitharaman met 
Ilan Goldfajn, president, Inter-
American Development Bank, 
as per the statement.

Both exchanged views on 
current development chal-
lenges and opportunities.

The meeting was attended 
by officials of Government of 
India and the bank.

India Has High Debt Like China, 
But Risks Are Moderated: IMF

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON: India has a 
high debt like that of China 
but the risks associated with 
it are not as great as that of its 
northern neighbour, a senior 
official from the International 
Monetary Fund has said, advis-
ing India in the medium term 
to have an ambitious fiscal 
consolidation plan that brings 
down deficits.

"The current debt in India 
is also high. It stands at 81.9 
per cent of GDP. Compared to 
China, which is 83 per cent, it 
is very similar. Also, when we 
compare India's debt to the 
pre-pandemic level in 2019, 
it was 75 per cent. So it is still 
quite a bit higher," Ruud de 
Mooij, Deputy Director, Fiscal 
Affairs Department at Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, told PTI 
in an interview.

"What we also see in India 
is a deficit that is 8.8 per cent 
projected for 2023. In India, a 
large portion of this is because 
of expenditures on interest. 
They pay a lot of interest on 

their debt: 5.4 per cent of GDP 
is spent on that, and the pri-
mary deficit is 3.4 per cent. So 
together they add up to 8.8 per 
cent," he said.

Responding to a question, 
Mooij said that India's debt is 
not projected to rise like in Chi-
na. It, in fact, is projected to fall 
slightly by 1.5 per cent to 80.4 
per cent in 2028.

One of the reasons is that 
growth in India is much higher. 
India is one of the countries 
with really high growth. This 
matters of course for the debt 
to GDP ratio. Also, just to note 
that the risks are moderated by 
some factors, he said.

"One factor is, for instance, 
the long maturities of the debt. 
They don't need to be renewed 

very frequently. This matters 
for the gross financing needs. 
And also, in India we see a 
large domestic domestically 
held debts and also denoted 
in domestic currency. So these 
mute the risks associated with 
the debts," he said.

The risk factor in India is the 
state level risks, he observed. 
"Some states really have high 
debts, have high financing 
needs and face a high interest 
burden. This is a factor that does 
mean that there are significant 
risks also for India," he said.

"What should India do? Well, 
the policy advice is for the me-
dium term to have an ambi-
tious fiscal consolidation plan 
that brings down the deficits, 
especially the primary deficits 
through a range of measures. 
It could be on the revenue side, 
could be on the spending side, 
and it could also be on fiscal 
management, sort of using good 
fiscal rules, fiscal frameworks to 
manage the fiscal equation go-
ing forward. That is the overall 
advice that we would recom-
mend," Mooij said.

JKTPO Exhibits Exquisite Heritage, 
Craftsmanship Of J&K At Eastern 
Himalayan Trade Fair 2023

TCS Ends Remote Working 
Practice, Asks Its 6.14 Lakh-Plus 
Employees To Work From Offices

High Oil Prices To Impact 
Global Economic Recovery, 
Says Oil Minister Puri

GST Authority Imposes 
Rs 36,844 Penalty On LIC

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Life Insurance Corporation on 
Wednesday said the GST Authority has im-
posed a fine of Rs 36,844 on LIC for lower pay-
ment of taxes.

The corporation has received a communi-
cation/demand order for collection of GST, 
along with interest and penalty for Jammu & 
Kashmir state, LIC said in a regulatory filing.

As per the notice dated October 9, 2023, by the 
State Taxes Officer, Srinagar, LIC paid 12 per cent 
GST instead of 18 per cent on certain invoices.

The tax authority has raised a demand or-
der cum penalty notice for 2019-20– GST – Rs 
10,462, penalty Rs 20,000 and interest Rs 6,382.

There is no material impact on financials, 
operations or other activities of the corpora-
tion, it said.

Non-Residents, Foreign 
Cos Without PAN Can 
Open Bank A/Cs In 
IFSC-Gift City

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Non-residents 
and foreign companies open-
ing bank accounts in IFSC Gift 
City will not have to furnish 
PAN and instead file a decla-
ration.

The non-resident or the 
foreign company opening 
a bank account at the In-
ternational Financial Ser-
vices Centres (IFSC) will 
have to file a declaration 
in Form 60 and should not 
have any tax liabilities in 
India.

The Finance Ministry 
has amended Income Tax 
Rules exempting non-
residents opening a bank 
account from the require-
ment of submitting PAN.

Observer News Service

GUWAHATI: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (JKTPO) participat-
ed in the prestigious Eastern 
Himalayan Trade Fair 2023 
organized by India Trade Pro-
motion Organization (ITPO) 
in association with Ministry 
of MSME and Department of 
Industry & Commerce, Assam 
showcasing the exquisite and 
diverse Handicraft, Handloom, 
Agriculture, Horticulture, and 
other products from Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The event took place in As-
sam Engineering Institute 
Playground, Chandmari, Gu-
wahati which attracted buyers, 
visitors, traders and enthusi-
asts from across North-East Re-
gion and India.

The Eastern Himalayan Trade 
Fair is a flagship event aimed 
at celebrating and promoting 
the unique cultural heritage, 
craftsmanship, and traditional 
expertise that different regions 
in India have to offer. With 
Jammu and Kashmir being a 
treasure trove of ancient tradi-
tions and indigenous practices, 
the participation of exhibitors, 
artisans, farmers from J&K in 
this event played a crucial role 
in highlighting the UT’s excep-
tional products.

The event witnessed an im-
pressive display of a wide range 
of products like hand knotted 
silk carpets, kani shawls, pash-
mina shawls, sozni, saffron, 
readymade garment, saffron 
tea, saffron, dry fruits, laven-
der oil, rosewater, and paper 
mache.

With national buyers in at-
tendance, the fair facilitated 
fruitful business interactions 
and paved the way for expand-
ing market opportunities. The 
platform resulted in genera-
tion of more than 200 business 
leads and on spot retail sales of 
INR 5.00 lakh to J&K exhibitors.

Minister for Industry & Com-
merce, Assam, Bimal Borha, 
interacted with the exhibitors 
from Jammu & Kashmir and 
appreciated the unique prod-
ucts from the region.

The Department of Industry & 
Commerce, Assam further facili-
tated interaction of exhibitors 
from Jammu & Kashmir with 
Farmer Producer Corporation 
(FPC), Small Tea Growers (STG) 
and Handicraft & Handloom 
retailers in Assam. The Access 
Development Services in asso-
ciation with Assam Government 
Marketing Corporation Ltd 
showcased interest in organiz-
ing an artist exchange program 
with JKTPO and Department of 
Handicraft & Handloom, J&K.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Largest IT services 
company TCS on Wednesday 
announced that it has asked 
its 6.14 lakh-plus employees 
to work from offices, ending 
the practice of remote work-
ing that started due to the 
pandemic.

The company -- the first 
major IT services firms to an-
nounce such a move -- has 
asked its workforce to return to 
offices because of the need to 
deepen the value systems and 
a belief in productivity gains 
coming from co-working, TCS 
Chief Human Resources Officer 
Milind Lakkad told reporters.

"We strongly believe that 
they need to come to work so 
that the new workforce gets in-
tegrated with the larger work-
force of TCS. And that is the 
only way they will learn and 
understand and internalise the 
TCS values and the TCS way. So 
yes, we are asking people to 
come all days in a week," Lak-
kad said.

He added that in the last 
three years, it has hired a large 
number of people and hence, 
it is essential to instil the same 

values in all employees.
When asked if the company 

has scrapped its '25 by 25' 
agenda, wherein it was aiming 
to reduce the number of people 
present in offices to 25 per cent 
by 2025, Lakkad said, "We can't 
say that".

However, the company's 
Chief Operating Officer N Ga-
napathy Subramaniam said 
one can deduce that the '25 by 
25' agenda will be defocused 
now.

The COO added that the high 
level of hiring and also the at-
trition over the last three years 
makes it necessary for getting all 
staffers in offices, and added that 
70 per cent of the employees 
have started to come to office.

Within 7-10 days after the 
lockdowns were announced 
after the outbreak of Covid-19, 
the company shifted to a work 
from home (WFH) model to en-
sure that client needs continue 
to be supported remotely.

With the waning of the pan-
demic, it started encouraging 
people to come back to offices, 
but there were reports of some 
IT sector employees being re-
luctant to do so given the com-
forts of working from home.

Cabinet Approves Royalty 
Rates For Lithium, Two Other 
Strategic Minerals

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India, the world's 
third-biggest oil consumer, on 
Wednesday warned that high 
oil prices will impact global 
economic recovery but ex-
pressed confidence of being 
able to navigate through the 
current geopolitical crisis.

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh 
Puri said India is 
closely watching the 
Israel-Hamas mili-
tary conflict, which 
has so far not impact-
ed supply lines.

''It stands to reason 
that if the crude oil 
prices go up then that 
has a very strong im-
pact and adverse impact on the 
attempts for a global economic 
recovery,'' he said.

Oil prices had risen by over 
USD 3 per barrel on Monday fol-
lowing military clashes between 
Israel and the Palestinian Is-
lamist group Hamas but settled 
lower as concerns over potential 
supply disruptions eased.

''I think global markets will 

factor in all things into ac-
count,'' he said on the ongoing 
conflict. ''If the supply lines are 
not disrupted, hopefully, we 
will be able to navigate through 
everything.'' Brent crude was 
trading at USD 87.18 per barrel.

''What we are doing is watch-
ing (the situation in the Middle 
East) on a real-time basis, and I 
am confident that we as India 

will navigate on avail-
ability and other fac-
tors,'' he added.

Speaking at ENRich 
2023, the 14th edi-
tion of KPMG's flag-
ship Innovation and 
Energy Conclave, Puri 
said the world of en-
ergy is riddled with 

challenges on multiple fronts 
– increasing population, dwin-
dling resources, environmental 
degradation, rising food and 
energy prices.

The global energy trilemma 
challenge – security, affordability 
and sustainability, needs a nu-
anced approach, especially tak-
ing the needs of the global south 
into consideration, he said.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE SHEEP & WOOL 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER BANDIPORA

(Goat Farm Arindardpora) | Email:sdobandipora@gmail.com

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that an open auction 
of Eleven (11) Govt animals of Goat Farm Arindardpora shall be held on 
14.10.2023 at 11:30 AM in the premises of Sheep & Wool Development Office 
Kunan Bandipora under the chairmanship of Joint Director Farms, Sheep 
Husbandry Kashmir in presence of constituted auction committee.
The auction through open bid will be conducted in accordance with the 
following terms and conditions:
1. The interested bidders/person can inspect the livestock to be auctioned 

prior to their participation on the day of auction up to 11:00 am at Sheep 
& Wool development office kunan Bandipora.

2. The successful bidder shall have to necessarily pay 100% of the final 
bid amount on spot to the auction committee.

3. Any terms & conditions, if found necessary, the same shall be 
communicated to the bidders on spot at the time of auction.

No:- SDO/Bpr/GFA/Tech/2O23-24/906-09  Sheep and Wool Development Officer 
Dated:-10 / 10/2023  BandiporaDIPK-10250-23

DT: 11/10/2023

 Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre on 
Wednesday said it has ap-
proved royalty rates of 3 per 
cent each for lithium and nio-
bium and 1 per cent for Rare 
Earth Elements (REEs).

The decision on the royal-
ty rates for the three critical 
and strategic min-
erals was taken by 
the Union Cabinet 
chaired by Prime 
Minister Naren-
dra Modi, accord-
ing to an official 
statement.

The approval by 
the Cabinet will en-
able the Centre to auction lith-
ium, niobium and REE blocks 
for the first time in the country, 
it said.

The royalty rate on minerals 
is an important financial con-
sideration for bidders during 
auction of mines.

Further, the method for cal-
culating Average Sale Price 
(ASP) of these minerals has 
also been prepared by the Cen-
tre which will allow determin-
ing of bid parameters.

"The Union Cabinet... ap-
proved amendment of Second 
Schedule of the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and 
Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR 
Act) for specifying rate of roy-
alty in respect of 3 critical and 
strategic minerals, namely, 
lithium, niobium and Rare 
Earth Elements," the mines 

ministry said in a 
statement.

Critical minerals 
have become impor-
tant for the nation's 
economic develop-
ment and national 
security. Lithium 
and REEs have 
gained significance 

keeping in mind the country's 
commitment towards energy 
transition and achieving net-
zero emission by 2070.

"The Second Schedule of the 
MMDR Act provides royalty 
rates for various minerals...if 
the royalty rate for lithium, nio-
bium and REE is not specifically 
provided, then their default 
royalty rate would be 12 per 
cent of ASP, which is consider-
ably high as compared to other 
critical and strategic minerals.
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Melting J&K Glaciers
projections by the end of this century, un-

der the worst climate change scenario, we 
will lose another 68 per cent and under the 
moderate climate change scenario ... still we 
are going to lose another 48 per cent by the 
end of this century,” he warned.

A first-of-its-kind study in the region by 
Romshoo and his research team in 2020 found 
that over 1,200 glaciers in the Himalayan re-
gion saw an annual reduction in mass of 35 
centimetres (cm) on average between 2000 
and 2012.

The study, published in the journal Scientific 
Reports, was carried over the Jammu, Kashmir, 
and Ladakh region, including areas across 
the Line of Control (LoC) and Line of Actual 
Control (LAC), and in all 12,243 glaciers were 
studied for thickness and mass changes.

“In general, it was observed that the gla-
ciers in the Pir Panjal range are melting at a 
higher rate -- more than one metre per year -- 
while as the glaciers in the Karakoram range 
are melting relatively at a slower rate, around 
10 cm per year,” Romshoo, corresponding au-
thor of the study, wrote in his study.

Nomads along the Srinagar-Leh high-
way have been witnessing this distressing 
phenomenon.

Mohammad Shabir, a resident of Rajouri in 
Jammu region, lamented the rapid glacier ice 
melt, recalling a time when the area was blan-
keted in snow.

“Glaciers are melting at a rapid speed. My 
ancestors have been coming here for the last 
70 years. They used to say that this place was 
covered by a deep layer of snow. But now, due 
to adverse weather conditions, glaciers are 
melting,” Shabir told PTI.

Another nomad, Muzamil Khan, echoed the 
sentiment, expressing dismay at the vanish-
ing snow-covered grazing areas.

“Now, we take our cattle for grazing in the 
area which was once covered with glacial 
snow. Even people used to come here to shoot 
and take pictures. But snow is on the high 
mountains only,” Khan said.

Sana Ullah Khan, 70, reminisced about the 
glacier-covered landscape of his childhood, 
now replaced by a visible stream due to con-
tinuous snowmelt.

“Since my childhood, I have been coming to 
this place. Glaciers used to be till the road. The 
stream that is now visible was hidden with 
the snow of the glacier,” he said.

Apart from water scarcity, Romshoo high-
lighted the adverse impacts on agriculture 
and biodiversity.

The melting glaciers, he said, disrupt the 
traditional water supply cycle, impacting ag-
ricultural activities crucial for the region.

Romshoo emphasised the urgent need for 
storage projects to secure water during criti-
cal periods.

“The government has to think about it, we 
should be able to put in some storage proj-
ects, we should be able to store water so that 
we can use it in the period of June, July and 
August,” Romshoo said.

Furthermore, he said, the rising tempera-
tures in the Himalayas lead to shifting tree 
lines, enabling vegetation growth in previ-
ously inhospitable areas.

“At certain altitudes, tree lines will not 
normally go up because of extreme tempera-
tures. So, vegetation cannot grow, but with 
the melting of glaciers under increasing tem-
peratures, they provide the space and then 
temperatures become congenial and condu-
cive for the vegetation to move up,” he added.

Romshoo said glaciers, besides being water 
reservoirs, also host diverse microbial com-
munities that are now under threat.
9 UN Staffers

known as UNRWA. “They should be pro-
tected in accordance with the laws of war.”

Touma said the strikes killed the UN staffers 
at their homes across the territory. She also 
said that 18 UNRWA schools-turned-shelters 
were damaged in the bombing, and that its 
headquarters in Gaza City was also damaged, 
without causing casualties.
President Murmu

that nature has endowed Kashmir with in-
credible beauty, quoting the famous Persian 
poet Amir Khusro’s couplet, “Agar firdous 
baroye zameen ast, hami asto, hami asto hami 
ast,” which reads, “If there is paradise situated 
anywhere on the earth, it’s here, it’s here, it’s 
here.”

“Yi che mouj Kasheer”, this is mother 
Kashmir, she said in her opening address 
while praising and congratulating the deserv-
ing students from diverse academic disci-
plines for receiving prestigious honors during 
the varsity’s 20 convocation.

In reference to the University of Kashmir’s 
emblem, which reads “let us move from dark-
ness to light,” the President asserted that “the 
more our youth move towards the light of ed-
ucation and peace, the more our country will 

advance. Young people who pursue the path 
of discipline and growth advance society and 
their nation on the way to prosperity”

“Being here with you makes me feel happy. 
Even though I have attended several com-
mencements at many institutions around the 
nation, pursuing and imparting education at 
a university with such a stunning campus as 
KU is a matter of good fortune,” the president 
added.

She said that Kashmir University has al-
ways been blessed with the divine mercy of 
the adjacent Hazratbal shrine and that the 
varsity would continue to be bestowed with 
these natural blessings in the future as well.

“KU students have always brought glory 
to this institution by serving the country. We 
have a long list of such students but naming 
everyone individually is not possible. Recently 
Ghulam Nabi Azad received Padma Bhushan 
award while Professors Chaman Lal Sapru and 
AN Pandita received Padmashree award,” she 
said, adding I am glad that three of the NSS 
voluntary students of KU participated in 2023 
Republic Day celebrations and one of them 
Kifaytuallah Malik was awarded with NSS 
award at Rashtrapati Bhawan on Sep 29.

The president also wished that the students 
of KU besides pursuing education take part in 
social activities so that they are able to set an 
example by bringing societal changes in the 
country.

She said the Y-20 consultation organized at 
KU as part of India’s G20 leadership was ex-
ceptional and that the country’s leadership of 
G20 nations had received appreciation from 
all corners of the world.

“It’s an honor for all of us that 55 percent 
of students in Kashmir University are girls-65 
percent of whom have won gold medals. I 
congratulate all these daughters. These prom-
ising daughters represent the picture and 
destiny of our country and I believe these 
daughters of this northern region will take 
women-led development in India to new 
heights,” she added.

She expressed optimism that the ‘Nari 
Shakti Vandan Act’ 2023 will prove to be a 
groundbreaking move towards women-led 
development in the country.

In order to protect the Himalayan ecol-
ogy, she advised Kashmir University to stay 
vigilant. She was pleased to learn that several 
phases of study are being done in relation 
to glaciology, biodiversity preservation, and 
the Himalayan Ice-Core Laboratory. She ex-
pressed confidence in the university’s ability 
to move quickly in all these areas.

The President said the Indian Knowledge 
Systems had received special attention in 
the National Education Policy, saying youth 
would find many motivating examples if they 
are provided accurate education about Indian 
Knowledge Systems.

“Hydraulic engineering may be used for 
the work Suyya, an expert, did approximately 
1200 years ago to protect Srinagar from the 
Jhelum River flood. She said that every branch 
of knowledge and science is home to valuable 
gems. The academic community has a duty to 
figure out how to apply such naturally devel-
oped knowledge systems in the current envi-
ronment,” the president added.
‘New Kashmir

a successful G-20 meeting was held in 
Kashmir in which international dignitaries 
participated. They went back to their respec-
tive countries with a good message and I be-
lieve the successful G-20 meeting will help 
to further improve tourism here,” President 
Murmu said.

She said that earlier in the day, she ad-
dressed the Kashmir University’s 20th con-
vocation where she saw great enthusiasm 
among the young women and girls. “These 
women are the nation builders of tomorrow,” 
she said.

The president Murmu said that she also 
met Tribal groups and women from Self Help 
Groups. “I was glad to see the success stories 
of women,” she said.

She said J&K has a great history of art, cul-
ture and education. “I am hopeful that the 
people of J&K will continue to live with peace 
and take along the beautiful fragrance of 
Kesar (saffron) and be the part of self-reliant 
Bharat of 2047,” the president Murmu said.

Earlier, she paid tribute to the fallen sol-
diers at the Army headquarters after arriving 
on a two-day visit to Jammu and Kashmir, of-
ficials said.

The president landed at the airport in 
Srinagar where she was received by Lt 
Governor Manoj Sinha. She was also accord-
ed a guard of honour on her first visit to the 
Union Territory, the officials said.

The president then travelled to Badamibagh 
Cantonment, the headquarters of the Army’s 
15 Corps -- also known as the Chinar Corps 
-- where she paid tribute to the fallen soldiers 
at the martyrs’ memorial.

The president attended the convocation 

ceremony of Kashmir University.
Following Murmu’s arrival, Sinha said in 

a post on X, “Extended a warm welcome to 
Hon’ble President Smt Droupadi Murmu ji on 
her arrival at Srinagar airport.”

Security has been beefed up in Srinagar and 
adjoining areas for the visit.

Security forces, including police and Central 
Reserve Police Force, have been deployed in 
and around Kashmir University.

Latest gadgetry such as drones and CCTV 
cameras are being used to maintain vigil in 
the city.
Historic Occasion, 

proud moment. This is a day to remember 
for the students and I have the same feeling as 
this degree I am getting is an achievement of 
lifetime for me,’’ he said.

Abdullah said when the head of the state 
comes to a university, it gives a boost to the 
students and it gives them the confidence 
that if they work hard and achieve the de-
grees, they will be awarded as well.

‘’It is really a great honour, it is a great privi-
lege that the students are witnessing today,” 
he added. Girl toppers in various departments 
said it was a proud moment to receive the 
honours from the woman head of the state.

‘’It is a big moment for us because the President 
herself is coming here and as a girl student, it is 
very encouraging for us that we will be awarded 
by her,’’ Atira Adfar, a student, said.

Such events inspire students, especially 
the girl students, because the President 
herself is a woman and that too from the 
tribal community, Adfar said.

Barha Mushtaq, another girl student, 
said getting an award from the President 
was inspiring.

‘’We all are gathered here in order to 
get gold medals from the President of 
India. This is a very very great moment 
for all of us. We feel honoured,’’ she said.
Winter Curtailment

the consumers continued to witness 
frequent power cuts, resulting in hard-
ships to them.

The industrialists and traders have 
also complained of erratic power sup-
ply, stating that inadequate electricity 
supply has been giving them huge losses 
and demanded immediate measures in 
this regard—(KNO)
HC Seeks List

if not, already existing,” the court had 
said.

The court said that it expects that 
the officials shall ensure full respect 
and honour to all citizens in terms of 
their personality without letting them 
suffer any impression that the society 
and State sees and address the “physi-
cally and mentally challenged persons 
as liabilities carrying personalities and, 
as such, sensitivity has to be in full 
operation.”

“The concern of the petitioner is that 
the respondents (Centre and J&K govern-
ment) who use the language guidelines 
already introduced universally and the 
list of words and their alternate words 
enumerated, mentioned, illustrated so 
that internal and external communica-
tions must be respectful physically as 
well as mentally,” the court had said.  
Across the world, respectful language, 
disability communication, disability eti-
quette have been prescribed, mentioned 
and used during communications, 
pleadings, judicial orders, academic 
writings, official work, educational text-
books, pamphlets, across public and pri-
vate offices, the court had observed.
Kashmir Biz Group

the above modus-operandi being fol-
lowed for the generation of undisclosed 
income, the statement claimed.

The action has resulted in unaccount-
ed cash of more than Rs 1.7 crore being 
seized, in addition to unaccounted bul-
lion worth Rs 16 lakh, it said.
Govt Orders

prohibits the discrimination, de-
nial or unfair treatment of members of 
Transgender community in educational 
establishments, employment, health in-
stitutions and public services etc—(KNO)
Smuggler Succumbs

Nazir was shot at by Army troops 
when he attempted to escape after being 
signalled to stop while trying to smug-
gle narcotic substances from across the 
border. A packet containing drugs was 
seized from him at the time of his arrest, 
they added.

He succumbed to his injuries around 
1.25 am and his body was shifted to the 

mortuary for post-mortem, they said.
His body will be handed over to his family 

after legal formalities are completed, the of-
ficials said.

Soldier Dies Of Bullet
The official added it is a matter of investi-

gation if the soldier died due to an acciden-
tal discharge from his weapon or committed 
suicide.

The police have started inquest proceed-
ings to ascertain the facts, he said.
Arms, Ammo 

recoveries were made, they said.
The recoveries included three pistols, nine 

magazines, and 69 rounds, they said.
Govt Employee

of BPD ID, an ACB spokesperson said.
Giving sequence of the case, he said, the 

anti-graft body received a complaint that the 
TSO demanded a bribe of Rs 20,000 from the 
complainant, who approached him for issu-
ance of BPL ID of his brother to get separate 
ration card from his father. The complainant, 
he said, was accompanied by Dil Mohd, ra-
tion dealer, and had submitted the relevant 
documents.

He said a case FIR No. 05/2023 was regis-
tered at Police Station Anti Corruption Bureau 
Rajouri U/s 7 of the PC Act 1988, as the con-
tents of complaint prima facie disclose the 
commission of offence.

“During the course of investigation a trap 
team was constituted. The team laid a suc-
cessful trap and caught the accused Tehsil 
Supply Officer red-handed while demanding 
and accepting the bribe amount of Rs 18,000 
from the complainant,” the Bureau spokes-
person said.

Reyaz, he said, was arrested on the spot af-
ter completing all legal formalities.

“Subsequently, search in the residential house 
of accused was also conducted. Further investi-
gation into the case is going on,” he added.
Doctor Killed 

identified the deceased as one Mushtaq 
Ahmad Shapoo a resident of Zalangam 
Kokernag, an Ayurvedic doctor.

The injured persons, they said were soon 
after evacuated to a nearby hospital, where 
condition of two is said to be critical.

Confirming it, a police official said that they 
are on site to collect the necessary details.
Terrorist Held In

input regarding movement of terrorists in 
Ushkara.

During search, the spokesperson said, two 
hand grenades, Rs 40,000 cash and other in-
criminating materials were recovered from 
Bhat’s possession.

“Accordingly, a case under relevant sections 
of law has been registered at Police Station 
Baramulla and further investigation has been 
initiated,” he added.
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WE’RE
HIRING

The methods used to consume news have changed over time from newspapers, 
to television, to the Internet on our computers to carrying the news around with 

us 24/7 on smartphones in our pockets.
Kashmir Observer, with nearly three decades of experience in news gathering, 

has utilised the best available talent to launch Kashmir Observer Live.
Kashmir Observer Live is available 24x7 on all digital platforms like laptops, cell 

phones and on your smart TV’s across the world.
Kashmir Observer Live broadcasts primetime news and current affairs bulletins, 

live debates, talk shows and documentaries on critical issues facing Kashmir.
Kashmir Observer also provides a window for Kashmiri businesses, besides 

showcasing Kashmir to the world. 

We currently have an exciting opportunity for an experienced Camera 
Operator / Editor to join our dynamic and talented multimedia team.

We are looking for someone who possesses a high level of creativity and a 
camera / editing style.

We are looking for someone who has:

Strong news sense and aesthetic camera eye.

A drive and passion for high production standards and creating a quality 
product.

The ability to think clearly, communicate, and act quickly under pressure 
requiring minimal supervision.

Be capable of forming productive relationships with reporters and producers.

Ability to work irregular hours.

A willingness to travel at short notice to cover breaking news.

A personality that thrives on hard work and high demands on outcomes.

An ability to work to tight deadlines and in a work environment that can 
change rapidly and often

LOOKING FOR

Kashmir Observer is an Employer of Choice for Gender 
Equality and an equal opportunity employer, committed 

to creating a diverse and inclusive workplace.

Boulevard, Ghat 6-7, Srinagar-1
Tel 0194-250 2327: +91-1947969705
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India, China Hold 20th Round Of Military Talks On Eastern 
Ladakh Row; No Indication Of Breakthrough
New Delhi: India and China 
held two days of military talks 
in an "open and constructive 
manner" for an early and mu-
tually acceptable resolution of 
the remaining issues along the 
Line of Actual Control in eastern 
Ladakh and agreed to maintain 
peace on the ground.

A statement issued on 
Wednesday by the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) on the 
20th round of military talks on 
October 9 and 10 provided no 
indication of a breakthrough to 
end the lingering standoff in the 
remaining friction points.

It is learnt that in the talks, 
the Indian side strongly pressed 

for resolution of the lingering is-
sues at Depsang and Demchok.

The MEA said the two sides 
agreed to maintain the mo-
mentum of dialogue and ne-
gotiations through the rel-
evant military and diplomatic 
mechanisms.

The latest round of the Corps 
Commander level talks was held 
at Chushul-Moldo border meet-
ing point on the Indian side of 
the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

"The two sides exchanged 
views in a frank, open and con-
structive manner for an early 
and mutually acceptable reso-
lution of the remaining issues 
along the LAC in the Western 

Sector, in accordance with the 
guidance provided by the na-
tional leadership of the two 
countries, and building on the 
progress made in the last round 
of Corps Commanders' meeting 
held on August 13-14," the MEA 
said.

"They agreed to maintain the 
momentum of dialogue and ne-
gotiations through the relevant 
military and diplomatic mecha-
nisms," it said in a statement.

"They also committed to 
maintain peace and tranquillity 
on the ground in the border ar-
eas in the interim," it added.

The government refers to 
eastern Ladakh as the Western 

Sector. It was the second such 
occasion when the talks panned 
two days.

In the 19th round of talks too, 
both sides agreed to resolve the 
remaining issues along the LAC 
in eastern Ladakh in an expedi-
tious manner.

The Indian and Chinese troops 
are locked in an over three-year 
confrontation in certain friction 
points in eastern Ladakh even 
as the two sides completed dis-
engagement from several areas 
following extensive diplomatic 
and military talks.

The Indian delegation at the 
talks was headed by Lt Gen 
Rashim Bali, the Commander of 

the Leh-headquartered 14 Corps 
while the Chinese team was led 
by the commander of the South 
Xinjiang military district.

India has been maintaining 
that its ties with China cannot 
be normal unless there is peace 
in the border areas.

The eastern Ladakh border 
standoff erupted on May 5, 
2020, following a violent clash 
in the Pangong lake area.

The ties between the two 
countries nosedived significant-
ly following the fierce clash in 
the Galwan Valley in June 2020 
that marked the most serious 
military conflict between the 
two sides in decades.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor 
Showcases Hiluxat the East Tech
Srinagar: Toyota Kirloskar 
Motor (TKM) today showcased 
two special-purpose iconic 
Hilux, modified with the sup-
port of an authorized external 
vendor, at the East Tech 2023 
(ET2023), a technology-show-
case annual event conducted 
by the Eastern Command of 
the Indian Army in association 
with Government of Assam.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Varinder Kumar 
Wadhwa, General Manager – 
Strategic Business Unit (East) 
of Toyota Kirloskar Motor, said, 
“We, at TKM, take great pride 
and are deeply honoured to 
have the opportunity to pres-
ent the customized variants 
of the iconic Hilux, at the East 

Tech 2023. TKM through its 
authorized external vendor 
has made certain modifica-
tions on the versatile Hilux.

TKM has applied two dis-
tinct modifications through 
an authorized external ven-
dor, to the Toyota Hiluxnamely 
the Field Diagnosis Vehicle 
(FDV) and the Forest Patrolling 
Vehicle (FPV), to serve specific 
needs and other special con-
sumer requirements.

 In addition to these modified 
versions, the general-purpose 
Hilux (catering to the general 
customers’ personal and busi-
ness uses) was also on display at 
the Expo being held during Oct 
10-11th at the Mani Ram Dewan 
Trade Centre, Guwahati.
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Australia Aim For Better 
Batting Against South Africa

Rohit Flattens Afghanistan As 
India Romp To Second Win

STFC, J&K Police Win In 
Srinagar Premier League

J&K Beats Chhattisgarh 1-0 
In Santosh Trophy

Shopian Residents Demand Land Transfer For ‘Sports Village’

ODI CrICket WOrlD Cup

Pakistan Team Arrives In Ahmedabad 
Ahead Of Blockbuster Clash Against India

Travelling To India 
Tomorrow: PCB Chief

Agencies

LAHORE: PCB chief Zaka Ashraf will reach 
Ahmedabad on Thursday to watch his nation's 
marquee World Cup clash against India on Sat-
urday after it was confirmed that Pakistani me-
dia personnel were given the go ahead to submit 
their passports for procurement of visa to cover 
the global event.

Around 60 Pakistani journalists have applied 
for visa and further delay could well mean that 
they will miss the coverage of marquee match.

''I have delayed my travel to India, and I am 
travelling tomorrow after receiving confirma-
tion that Pakistan's journalists have been asked 
to submit their passports to obtain visas to cover 
the mega-event,'' Ashraf said in a press release 
issued by the Pakistan Cricket Board.

''I am happy that my conversation with the 
foreign office helped in achieving a positive de-
velopment regarding the visa delay,'' he added.

Ashraf expressed happiness in the manner 
Pakistan team has performed so far, winning 
both their games against the Netherlands and Sri 
Lanka comfortably.

''I am extremely pleased with the way the 
players have performed so far in the World Cup, 
winning both matches. The PCB management 
committee and the entire nation stand firmly be-
hind the players for a successful campaign in the 
ongoing World Cup.'' (PTI)

This Was For Gaza: 
Rizwan After Win

Agencies

HYDERABAD: Pakistan's wicket-keeper batter 
Mohammed Rizwan, on Wednesday, dedicated 
his team's record-breaking performance against 
Sri Lanka in World Cup to ''brothers and sisters 
in Gaza''.

Rizwan (131) had conjured an unbeaten century 
while young Abdullah Shafique (113) smashed his 
maiden ODI century to lead Pakistan to a world-
record chase 345 against Sri Lanka on Tuesday in 
Hyderabad.

Rizwan shared a match-winning 176-run 
stand for the third wicket with Shafique as Paki-
stan romped home in 48.2 overs. This was the 
highest successful run-chase in the history of 
the World Cup. Ireland had previously held the 
record for the highest run chase in ODI World 
Cups when they successfully chased down 329 
versus England during the 2011 World Cup in 
India. ''This was for our brothers and sisters 
in Gaza. Happy to contribute in the win. Cred-
its to the whole team and especially Abdullah 
Shafique and Hassan Ali for making it easier. Ex-
tremely grateful to the people of Hyderabad for 
the amazing hospitality and support through-
out,'' Rizwan posted on X.

Hamas militants launched a surprise weekend 
attack on Israel that killed more than 900 people, 
triggering strong offensive from Jerusalem, which 
has declared war against the attackers. (PTI) 

Agencies

AHMEDABAD: The Pakistan 
cricket team on Wednesday 
arrived in Ahmedabad ahead 
of the highly anticipated 
World Cup clash against 
India. After arriving at the 
airport the upbeat Pakistan 
cricket team boarded the bus 
and reached the team hotel. 
One of the biggest support-
ers of the Pakistan cricket 
team Bashir Chacha backed 
Indian batters Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli to do well in 
their Saturday clash at the 
Narendra Modi Stadium.

"Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma will score runs 
against Pakistan," Bashir 
Chaha told ANI. The Men in 
Green kept their winnning 
streak in the World Cup in-
tact, after hundreds from 
Abdullah Shafique and Mo-
hammed Rizwan helped 

Pakistan pull off the highest 
run chase in World Cup his-
tory after they defeated Sri 
Lanka by 6 wickets at the 
Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium in Hyderabad on 
Tuesday.

Rizwan played an out-
standing unbeaten knock 
of 131 runs off 121 while 
Abdullah Shafique slammed 
113 and a fiery cameo from 
Iftikhar Ahmed helped Paki-

stan chase 344 with 10 balls 
to spare. For the first time 
in men's World Cup history, 
four centuries were hit in the 
same match, with Pakistan 
coming out on top in a run-
fest thriller.

After suffering a 228-run 
defeat in the Asia Cup Super 
Four Stage against India, 'The 
Men in Green' will be out for 
revenge. On the other hand, 
the Indian team earned a 

hard-fought victory against 
Australia and will be looking 
to keep the momentum in 
their favour against Afghani-
stan on Wednesday at the 
Arun Jaitley Stadium.

Pakistan squad: Babar 
Azam (c), Shadab Khan, 
Fakhar Zaman, Imam-ul-
Haq, Abdullah Shafique, Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Saud Sha-
keel, Iftikhar Ahmed, Salman 
Ali Agha, Mohammad Nawaz, 
Usama Mir, Haris Rauf, Hasan 
Ali, Shaheen Afridi, Moham-
mad Wasim. India squad: 
Rohit Sharma (c), Hardik 
Pandya (vc), Shubman Gill, 
Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL 
Rahul, Ravindra Jadeja, Shar-
dul Thakur, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Mohammed Siraj, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Mohammed Shami, 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ishan 
Kishan, Suryakumar Yadav. 
(ANI)

Agencies

NEW DELHI: World Cup hosts 
India cantered to their second 
successive win of the tourna-
ment after captain Rohit Shar-
ma's incendiary century set up 
their eight-wicket thrashing 
of Afghanistan on Wednesday. 
Rohit belted 131 off 84 balls, 
clobbering five sixes and 16 
fours, as twice champions India 
chased down a 273-run victory 
target with 15 overs to spare at 
the Arun Jaitley Stadium.

Virat Kohli made 55 not 
out, sealing the easy win with 
a boundary as the tourna-
ment hosts maintained their 
red-hot form ahead of Satur-
day's much-anticipated clash 
against arch-rivals Pakistan in 
Ahmedabad. Electing to bat, 
Afghanistan were 63-3 in the 
14th over before skipper 
Hashmatullah Shahidi 
(80) and Azmatullah 
Omarzai (62) com-
bined in a 121-run 
stand to frustrate India.

A total in the vicinity of 
300 looked within their reach 
but Afghanistan lost a clutch 
of wickets towards the end to 
settle for a total which proved 
inadequate against India's for-
midable batting lineup.

India had to wait until the 
seventh over for a break-
through after Hashmatullah 
elected to bat at a venue, which 
produced a 754-run slugfest 
on Saturday. Jasprit Bumrah 

(4-39) drew first blood when 
he had Ibrahim Zadran caught 
behind for 22.

W h i l e 
Moham-
med Sir-
aj served 
the oc-
casional 
freebies , 
Bumrah sti-
fled the Af-
ghan bat-
ters in his 
impecca-
ble first 
s p e l l 
w h i c h 
r e a d 
4-0-
9-

1.
R o -

hit became the 
first batter to smash 

five hundreds in a 
single World Cup in the 

tournament's previous edi-
tion in England and Wales 

four years ago.
His appetite looked un-

dimmed as the elegant right-
hander led India's chase by 
example with his dazzling 
strokeplay.

Rohit raced to a 63-
ball hundred, taking a 
single off Mohammad 
Nabi, but Rashid struck 
in his third over dismiss-
ing Ishan Kishan (47) to 
break the 156-run open-
ing stand.

Rohit treated Rashid with 
disdain, hitting him for back-
to-back fours and following 
it with a six, but the spinner 
eventually had his revenge. 

Rohit lost his stumps to 
Rashid attempting a 

slog-sweep but Kohli 
stayed put to guide 
India home.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two Round 17 match-
es of the 2023 Srinagar Premier 
League were played on Wednesday 
at Synthetic Turf TRC here.

In Game 1 of the day, J&K Police 
XI locked horns with Real Kash-
mir FC (Reserves). The match was 
played on equal footing, with the 
scores remaining 0-0 till the 76th 
minute, when J&K Police’s Rishabh 
scored the winning goal. Rishabh 
was awarded man of the match for 
his goal in the 1-0 win.

The second matchup of the day 
saw Sport Council Football Acad-

emy take on Syed Tajjudin FC Nati-
pora. The game proved too much 
for the academy boys as STFC ran 
through the them to record a con-
vincing 4-1 win. Owais (22’, 73’), 
Owais Bashir (23’) and Haris (50’) 
were all on the scoresheet for STFC. 
For SCFA, Salim scored the lone 
goal in the 51st minute. Owais was 
awarded man of the match for his 
two goals.

Two games are on schedule for 
today, Thursday, October 12. FC1 
play Kashmir Panthers FC at 2:00 
PM, while Novelty FC take on Jhe-
lum FC at 5:00 PM. Both games will 
be played at Synthetic Turf TRC.

Press Trust of India

LUCKNOW: Smarting from their 
opening game defeat against 
India, a determined Australian 
team will be aiming to put up 
a much better batting perfor-
mance with a rejigged playing 
eleven against an upbeat South 
Africa in a World Cup encounter 
here on Thursday.

The five-time champions' 
World Cup campaign was off 
to a worst possible start as they 
were handed a six-wicket drub-
bing by hosts India. The Proteas 
will head into the contest, high 
on confidence, having thrashed 
Sri Lanka by 102 runs in their 
opener. With the win, the South 
Africans announced themselves 
as contenders.

It is not so much the defeat, 
but the manner in which Aus-
tralia conceded the game that 
will certain be a headache for 
the team management.

The batting lacked aggres-
sion. Apart from David War-
ner and Steve Smith, no one 
breached the 30-run mark as 
they once again lost wickets in 
clutches.

The Australians struggled 
against India's quality spin at-
tack on a slow Chepauk turner 
and lack of second frontline 
spinner save Adam Zampa also 
compounded their problems.

To add to their woes, Mitchell 

Marsh, who generally has a safe 
pair of hands, dropped a simple 
catch that could have poten-
tially changed the complexion 
of the game.

Marcus Stoinis has recovered 
from his hamstring injury and 
looks to set to replace Cam-
eron Green. The all-rounder is 
a proven match-winner and is 
also familiar with the ground, 

having played for Lucknow Su-
per Giants in the IPL.

South African team, on the 
other hand, boasts of a trio of 
centurions, who decimated Sri 
Lanka during its first game.

The destructive Quinton de 
Kock, who like Stoinis, plays 
for LSG in the IPL and under-
stand the surface as well as the 
Australian does. Rassie van der 

Dussen and Aiden Markram, 
who scored the fastest-ever ton 
in the World Cup are two gun 
batters, who can change the 
course of any game.

After facing much criticism 
during the IPL, the wicket at the 
Ekana Cricket Stadium has been 
re-laid. No one knows how it 
will pan out.

Match starts: 2:00 pm.

Agencies

SHOPIAN: Residents from Sindhu 
Shirmal and adjacent areas in 
south Kashmir’s Shopian dis-
trict have urged the authorities 
to transfer 25 kanals of land at 
Shirmal to the Youth Services and 
Sports Department for the estab-

lishment of a ‘sports village’.
District Development Council 

(DDC) member Raja Waheed in-
formed news agency KNO that 
the former Deputy Commissioner 
of Shopian had already trans-
ferred 10 kanals of land near 
Army Goodwill School to the 
Youth Services and Sports De-

partment, with an assurance that 
the remaining 15 kanals would be 
transferred soon.

Waheed said although there is 
ample land available in the area, 
part of it has been “grabbed” by 
a private transport association, 
which has even constructed a 
shed there.

“While there is land for ac-
commodating trucks and other 
vehicles, assigning this particu-
lar patch to transporters will not 
suffice for their needs, nor will 
it meet the demands of local 
youth,” he said, adding that al-
locating the land to transporters 
would undermine the concept 

of the ‘sports village’, depriving 
local youth of essential sports 
facilities.

The DDC member said he has 
officially written to the Chief Sec-
retary of Jammu and Kashmir UT, 
urging the transfer of the entire 
25-kanal plot to the Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Department.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K senior men’s football 
team defeated Chhattisgarh 1-0 in the 
77th Santosh Trophy on Wednesday at 
SAG Benaulim Football Ground in Bena-
ulim, Goa.

Winger Raja Musharaf gave J&K the 
lead in 45th minute of the Senior Na-
tional Championship match. J&K held 
on to their slender lead to win their first 
game of the championship. J&K had ear-
lier lost 2-1 to Gujarat in Game 1.

Coached by Pampore-born Zahid Shafi 
Mir, the J&K team will now turn their 
sights at the upcoming fixtures, which 
pose a tough challenge. J&K next play 
Kerala on Friday, October 13. They then 
take on hosts Goa on Sunday, October 15.

J&K will need to win both games to 
make it to the next round of the com-
petition.

In another Santosh Trophy matchup, 
Ladakh defeated Haryana 1-0. Abid Ali 
scored the winning goal for Ladakh in 
the 79th minute.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The district football 
team of Srinagar emerged vic-
torious while defeating Budgam 
in the Inter District Provincial 
Level Football Tournament.

Hosted by District Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Office Srinagar, 
the tournament was organised 
for Under 17 and 19 girls. Team 
Srinagar beat Budgam 6-0 in the 
Under-17 finals. Budgam made 
their best efforts but couldn't 
score a single goal.

The Under-19 girls tourna-
ment is scheduled from October 
13 at Bakshi Stadium, Srinagar.

In another event on Wednes-
day, all age groups participated 
in the Inter-School District 
Level Annual Athletic Meet 
for boys and girls at SP College 
Ground, Srinagar. Meanwhile, 
Inter District Provincial Level 
softball tournament is under-
way at Gindun Ground in Ra-
jbagh, Srinagar, in which six 
districts of Kashmir province 
are participating.

Srinagar Wins Provincial 
Level Girls Football Tourney
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Wedding Rush On Nov 23: 
EC Changes Rajasthan Polling 
Date To November 25

Agenceis

New Delhi: The Election 
Commission on Wednesday 
changed the date of polling for 
the Rajasthan assembly elections 
from November 23 to November 
25 citing “large-scale” weddings 
and social engagements.

In a statement, the EC said the 
decision was taken following 
representations made by vari-
ous parties and social organisa-
tions for a change of the date 
of poll “considering large-scale 
wedding/social engagements on 
that day (November 23) which 
may cause inconvenience to 
large number of people, various 

logistic issues and may lead to 
reduced voters’ participation 
during poll”.

“The Commission, hav-
ing considered these factors 
and representations, has de-
cided to change the date of poll 
from 23rd November, 2023 
(Thursday) to 25th November, 
2023 (Saturday),” it added.

The counting of votes will take 
place as scheduled on December 
3, along with the same for four 
other state assembly polls.

The poll panel announced 
the assembly poll schedule for 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Telangana and 
Mizoram on Monday.

Severe Space Weather 
Events Found To Lower 
Migratory Birds' Numbers
Agenceis

Severe space weather events 
have been linked to a 9-17 per 
cent lowering in the numbers 
of migrating birds, in both 
spring and fall, according to 
new research.

Space weather events such 
as solar flares and other ener-
getic outbursts cause periodic 
disruptions to Earth's mag-
netic field, which migratory 
birds rely on for long-distance 
navigation.

The remaining birds that 
chose to migrate during such 
events seemed to experi-
ence more difficulty navigat-
ing, especially under overcast 
conditions in autumn, the re-
searchers from the University 
of Michigan (U-M), US, said in 
their study that used a 23-year 
dataset of bird migration across 
the Great Plains, a major migra-
tory corridor, for analysis.

"Our findings highlight 
how animal decisions are 
dependent on environmental 
conditions - including those 
that we as humans cannot 
perceive, such as geomagnetic 
disturbances - and that these 
behaviours influence popula-
tion-level patterns of animal 
movement," said Eric Gulson-
Castillo, lead author of the 
study published in the journal 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences.

For their analysis, the re-
searchers used images col-
lected at 37 radar stations 
in the Great Plains' central 
flyway, spanning more than 
1,600 kilometres from the 
US states of Texas to North 
Dakota. The flat terrain was 
selected for study to minimise 

influences from mountain-
ous topography or oceanic 
coastlines.

The radar images or scans 
detect groups of hundreds to 
thousands of migrating birds, 
using which the migration 
intensity can be estimated 
and direction of flight can be 
measured, the researchers 
said in their study. The com-
munity of nocturnally migrat-
ing birds in this region is pri-
marily composed of a diverse 
set of perching birds such as 
thrushes and warblers; shore-
birds such as sandpipers and 
plovers; and waterfowl such 
as ducks, geese and swans.

In all, the datasets for anal-
ysis included 1.7 million radar 
scans from the fall and 1.4 
million from the spring.

The researchers then 
matched the radar data with 
a geomagnetic disturbance 
index, that represented the 
maximum hourly change 
from background magnetic 
conditions. The index was 
built from data collected from 
a worldwide network of geo-
magnetic ground stations.

Using statistical models, 
the team then measured the 

effects of magnetic distur-
bances on bird migration.

Along with lowering in 
numbers, the researchers also 
found that during geomagnet-
ic disturbances in the fall, mi-
grating birds appeared to drift 
with the wind more frequent-
ly, instead of expending great 
effort to battle crosswinds.

That is, "effort flying" 
against the wind was re-
duced by 25 per cent under 
cloudy skies during strong 
solar storms in the fall, sug-
gesting that a combination of 
obscured celestial cues and 
magnetic disruption may hin-
der navigation, they said.

"Our results suggest that 
fewer birds migrate during 
strong geomagnetic distur-
bances and that migrating 
birds may experience more 
difficulty navigating, especial-
ly under overcast conditions in 
autumn," said Gulson-Castillo, 
also a doctoral student in the 
U-M Department of Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology.

"As a result, they may spend 
less effort actively navigating 
in flight and consequently fly 
in greater alignment with the 
wind," said Gulson-Castillo.

Germany’s Anti-Discrimination Agency Quits X Over Anti-Minority Posts
BERLIN (Reuters) – Germany’s 
Federal Anti-Discrimination 
Agency said it would close its 
account on social media plat-
form X, formerly Twitter, be-
cause of increasing intolerance 
of minorities expressed by us-
ers on the site, and urged other 
bodies to follow suit.

The rapid spread of mislead-
ing claims and doctored images 
in the aftermath of a deadly 
rampage by Hamas gunmen in 
Israel over the weekend has put 
renewed focus on Elon Musk’s 
platform, which most recently 
drew the ire of the European 
Union.

Due to a surge in racism, 

misogyny, anti-Semitism, 
trans and queer hostility and 
other misanthropic content, 
“X is no longer a sustainable 

environment for a public 
agency”, the agency’s commis-
sioner, Ferda Ataman, said in a 
statement.

German government officials 
have so far resisted calls to quit 
X, saying there was no substi-
tute channel at present through 
which leaders like Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz are able to reach a broad 
swathe of the public online.

X officials couldn’t be imme-
diately reached for comment on 
the Germany agency’s decision.

X said on Tuesday it had 
taken steps to curb the spread 
of inappropriate posts over the 
past few days, and removed 
newly created Hamas-affiliated 
accounts as part of efforts to 
“prevent terrorist content from 
being distributed online.”

The German 

anti-discrimination agency 
could only deal with the mas-
sive rise in hate comments by 
throwing more staff at the prob-
lem, which was a questionable 
use of tax money, Ataman said.

Other state agencies and gov-
ernment ministries should ask 
themselves whether it made 
sense to remain on a platform 
that has “become a disinforma-
tion network,” she said.

Germany’s foreign, econo-
my and finance ministries, as 
well as the government still 
maintain profiles on X, though 
Economy Minister Robert 
Habeck has not had a presence 
there since 2019.

Anti-Terror Agency Attempts 
Raid, Mumbai Man Doesn't 
Open Door For 6 Hours
Agenceis

Mumbai: An NIA team conduct-
ing a raid in a PFI-related case 
had to wait outside the resi-
dence of a man, who was ear-
lier accused in the 7/11 Mumbai 
train blasts case, in suburban 
Vikhroli on Wednesday as he 
did not open the door for more 
than six hours, an official said.

The National Investigation 
Agency's action was part of its 
raids conducted at several lo-
cations in six states against the 
banned Popular Front of India 
(PFI) in connection with a case 
related to creating a disruption 
during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's visit to Bihar last year, 
officials said.

"An NIA team along with that 
of the Mumbai police reached 
the residence of Abdul Wahid 
Shaikh, who was earlier accused 
in the 7/11 train blasts case, lo-
cated inside a chawl at Parksite 
in Vikhroli around 5 am. But 
Abdul Wahid Shaikh did not 
open the door for more than six 
hours and kept the officials wait-
ing outside," the official said.

From inside the house, Abdul 
Wahid Shaikh demanded a 
search warrant from the NIA, 
he said, adding that he opened 
the door around 11.15 am after 
his lawyer and some local social 

activists reached the spot, he said.
"The NIA team then entered 

his residence and started their 
inquiry in connection with the 
PFI-related case," the official said.

A large number of police per-
sonnel were deployed outside 
Abdul Wahid Shaikh's resi-
dence, he said.

Abdul Wahid Shaikh ear-
lier posted a video message on 
WhatsApp, saying the police and 
some people had gathered out-
side his residence since 5 am.

"They want to enter my house, 
also broke one door and dam-
aged the CCTV camera of my 
house. They are not showing any 
documents to me pertaining to 
the case or any FIR," he claimed.

"I have locked myself and my 
family members inside the resi-
dence for the last three hours, 
my wife and daughter are un-
well. I have made a complaint 
with the police and the Mumbai 
Police Commissioner in this re-
gard," he added.

Abdul Wahid Shaikh was 
named as an accused in the 7/11 
train blasts case, but was later 
acquitted by a court.

On July 11, 2006, seven blasts 
were reported from different lo-
cations on the Western line of the 
city's local trains within a span of 
15 minutes, killing more than 180 
people and injuring several others.

Genetically Edited Chickens 
Used To Limit Bird Flu Spread
Agenceis

Scientists in the UK have 
successfully used gene edit-
ing techniques to limit the 

spread of bird flu in chickens.
The researchers were able 

to restrict, but not completely 
block, the avian influenza virus 
from infecting the birds by pre-
cisely altering a small section of 
their DNA.

According to the study pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
Communications, the modified 
birds showed no signs of any 
impact on the animals' health 
or well-being.

While the findings are encour-
aging, further gene edits would 
be needed to produce chickens 
which cannot be infected by bird 
flu, the researchers said.

"Although we haven't yet got 
the perfect combination of gene 
edits to take this approach into 
the field, the results have told us 
a lot about how influenza virus 
functions inside the infected cell 
and how to slow its replication," 
said Professor Wendy Barclay, 
from Imperial College London.

Bird flu is a major global 
threat with a devastating im-
pact in both farmed and wild 
bird populations.

The team bred chickens with 
small edits to a gene called 
ANP32A. During an infection, 
influenza viruses hijack the 
ANP32A protein to help repli-
cate themselves.

However, when the gene-
edited birds were exposed to 
a normal dose of virus -- the 
H9N2 strain of avian influenza 
-- 9 out of 10 birds remained 
uninfected and there was no 
spread to other chickens.

When the birds were exposed 
to an artificially high dose of vi-
rus, only half of them became 
infected.

The single gene edit also pro-
vided some protection against 
transmission, with a much lower 
amount of virus in infected gene-
edited birds compared to non-
edited birds, the researchers said.

The technique also helped to 
limit onward spread of the virus 
to just one of four non-edited 
chickens placed in the same 
incubator. 

THE COMMISSION, HAVING 
CONSIDERED THESE FACTORS 

AND REPRESENTATIONS, has decided 
to change the date of poll from 23rd 
November, 2023 (Thursday) to 25th 
November, 2023 (Saturday),” 


