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‘Naya Kashmir’ To Have Flyovers, Expressways, 100 Ropeway Projects
Airports To Be Upgraded To International Standards, Rail Service To The Last Corner Of UT

‘Vision 
2047’

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The Union Territory 
administration has set an ambi-
tious target to expand road con-
nectivity across the erstwhile 
state by constructing express-
ways, thousands of new roads 
and over 100 ropeways projects 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
over the next two decades, of-
ficial documents reveal.

According to UT adminis-
tration’s "Vision Document 
2047-Jammu and Kashmir", 
for the five years from 2022-27, 

the Public Work R&B depart-
ment will construct 500 kilo-
meter new expressways/Access 
Controlled Corridor (ACC)/ 
national highways in J&K for 
faster communication in the 
Union Territory, exploring rich 
natural wealth, new markets 
for farmed products, develop-
ment of indigenous industries 
and to promote tourism.

Over 2,265 kilometers of 
new expressways, 2,900 kilo-
meters of major district roads 
and 14,150 kilometers of other 
district roads/village roads are 

planned for construction in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

During the same period, 
the department will construct 

300-kilometer major district 
Roads to connect every village 
with the district headquar-
ters and capital cities for their 
economic, social, and cultural 
development. The department 
will also construct 2500 km of 
roads in districts and villages to 
provide decent road connectivi-
ty to the Rural Population under 
the NABARD/PMGSY scheme.

The department will construct 
300 km of major district roads to 
connect every village with the 
district headquarters and capital 
cities for their economic, social 

and cultural development.
The department of cen-

tral government announced 
"Parvatmala: national ropeway 
development programme" to 
be taken as a preferred ecologi-
cally sustainable alternative to 
conventional roads in difficult 
hilly areas.

“The aim is to improve con-
nectivity and convenience for 
commuters, besides promoting 
tourism. This may also cover 
congested urban areas, where 
conventional mass transit sys-
tems are not  More On P10

Encounter In Anantnag: Army 
Colonel, 2 Soldiers; DySp Killed 
LG Sinha, FM Sitharaman; Former J&K CM’s Express Grief

Second Terrorist 
Killed In Rajouri 
Encounter

A second terrorist was 
killed in an encounter 
with security forces 

on Wednesday, raising the 
death toll during the ongoing 
three-day search operation 
in a remote village in Rajouri 
district to three, officials said. 
A suspected Pakistani terror-
ist was killed in an encounter 
in the remote Narla village on 
Tuesday. An Army personnel 
and Kent, a six-year-old female 
Labrador of the Army's dog 
unit, also died while three se-
curity personnel were injured 
in the gunfight.
Additional Director General of 
Police (Jammu Zone) Mukesh 
Singh said  More On P10

Pak Pushing 
Foreign 
Terrorists Into 
J&K: Army

Ex Cop Gives Last Salute 
to Slain DySP Son
Himayun Became Father A Month 
Ago, Joy Turns Into Distress

Prez Murmu Launches ‘Ayushman Bhav’ Campaign

My First Duty Is Health 
Of Common Man: LG
Says The Most Valuable Investment Is 
To Ensure Health For All

SI Recruitment Scam

HC Again Refuses Bail To 
Accused BSF Officer

CIVILIAN'S KILLING

HC Upholds Life 
Sentence To 
Hizb Activist

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh on Wednesday up-
held the life sentence awarded 
to a Hizb-ul-Mujahideen ter-
rorist in connection with the 
murder of a 25-year-old civil-
ian in Kulgam district of south 
Kashmir in 2002.

Abdul Hameed Teeli, son of 
Mohammad Ramzan Teeli of 
Kokerhama Kulgam, had filed 
an appeal against the convic-
tion and life sentence awarded 
to him by Principal Sessions 
Judge Kulgam in 2016 for mur-
der of one Nazir Ahmed Wagay 
(25) of Raghal D.H. Pora area of 
the district.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Wagay was killed inside 
his house on 22 February 2002.

Upholding the conviction 
and sentence order, a divi-
sion bench of Justices Vinod 
Chatterji Koul and Mohan Lal 
observed that once the gen-
esis of the occurrence has been 
proved by the prosecution evi-
dence in the case, the defence 
evidence “which does not dis-
pute the occurrence”, would 
not be sufficient to dispel the 
entire prosecution case.

“After churning the entire 
prosecution evidence once 
again by us being the First 
Court of Appeal, we are of 
the considered view, that the 
prosecution has been able to 
prove the charges punishable 
u/s 302/452/34 RPC r/w 7/25 
of Arms Act against appellant 
(Teeli) beyond any reasonable 
doubt, and therefore, his con-
viction for the charges deserves 
to be upheld,” the court said, 
adding, “The net result now 
surfaces is, that instant ap-
peal stands dismissed, while 
the conviction and sentence 
rendered by the trial court 
for commission of offence u/s 
302/452/34 RPC r/w 7/25 of 
Arms act against  More On P10

Pakistan is making full efforts to infiltrate foreign terrorists into Jammu and Kashmir to hinder the progress 
being made in internal security conditions in the region, Northern Army Commander Lieutenant General 
Upendra Dwivedi said on Wednesday. He said that the army has tried to neutralise foreign terrorists along 

the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri and Poonch. "The biggest thing is that Pakistan is trying to make efforts from 
its side to send foreign terrorists here, despite the better internal conditions (security situation), so that they 
can create some kind of obstacle. "This is because of the progress that we are making in Jammu and Kashmir", 
Lt Gen Dwivedi told reporters on the sidelines of the North Tech Symposium at the IIT campus   More On P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Asserting that his first 
duty and highest obligation is 
the health of the common man, 
the Union Territory, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha said on 
Wednesday that his administra-
tion is making earnest efforts to 
provide accessible, affordable 
and quality healthcare to every 
citizen of Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing the ‘Ayushman 
Bhav’ campaign and launch 
of ‘Ayushman Bhav’ portal by 
President of India Droupadi 
Murmu on Wednesday, Sinha 
also observed that the most 
valuable investment is to ensure 
health for all.

In his virtual address from Raj 

Bhawan here, the LG talked about 
the unprecedented progress regis-
tered by the country in the health 
sector over the last few years.

“Despite the challenges of 
Covid, Conflict and Climate 
Change, India has achieved 
several milestones in health 
parameters for all the citizens. 
The reflection of the country’s 
achievements is also visible in 
the transformation taking place 
in the health sector of UT of 
Jammu Kashmir,” he said.

“My first duty and highest ob-
ligation is the health of the com-
mon man”, he added.

The LG said that his adminis-
tration is making earnest efforts 
to provide accessible, affordable 
and quality   More On P10

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh High Court 
has rejected a fresh bail appli-
cation of a BSF officer, who is 
alleged to be the main accused 
in a scam related to recruitment 
of police sub-inspectors, junior 
engineers and finance account 
assistants.

Fifty-eight-year-old Karnail 
Singh, Commandant (Medical) 
in the Border Security Force 
(BSF), was arrested by the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) in October last year. The 
alleged scam led to the cancel-
lation of a list of candidates se-
lected for the posts.

Singh, who was recently 
granted a short-term bail of 
one month by a sessions court, 
moved the high court, seeking 
bail on medical grounds.

“The bail application moved 
by the petitioner for grant of 
short bail for a period of two 
months on medical ground 
is found to be devoid of any 
merit and substance and is li-
able to be rejected,” Justice M 
A Chowdhary said after hearing 
defence lawyer Sunil Sethi and 
senior CBI counsel Monika Kohli.

“Bail application along with 
pending interim application(s) 
is thus dismissed,” the judge 
said in his eight-page order.

Singh has moved about half-
a-dozen bail applications since 
his arrest on October 18, 2022 by 
the CBI for allegedly using touts 
to get his son the question paper 
of the police sub-inspectors re-
cruitment examination conduct-
ed by the Jammu and Kashmir 
Services Selection Board (JKSSB) 
in March that year. He was 
among 24 people    More On P10

Srinagar: Amid tears and sobs, 
Ghulam Hassan Bhat, who also 
served as a senior police officer 
in Jammu & Kashmir till 2018, 
gave a final salute to his slain 
son—Deputy Superintendent 
of Police (DySP) Himayun Bhat, 
who was killed in a gunfight to-
day in Kokernag area of South 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

A fierce gun battle broke 
out in Kokernag village today 
in which three top officers in-
cluding Army Colonel, Army 
Major and DySP of J&K Police 
were killed.

According to Kashmir News 
Observer, one among the slain 
in the Kokernag gunfight was 
the son of Ghulam Hassan 
Bhat, who served as Deputy 
Inspector General of Police 
(DIG) till 2018.

Bhat got superannuation in 
2018. His son, Humayun, who was 
a 2018 batch JKAS officer lost his 
life during the gun battle today.

While the wreath laying 
ceremony took place and be-
sides the Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha 

Traders Upset Over Relaxation Of Custom Duty On US Apples
Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The decision of the 
Union government to relax 20% 
customs duty on apples import-
ed from the United States has 
come as a shocker for the fruit 
traders in Jammu and Kashmir 
amidst the apple harvesting sea-
son in full swing.

In June, the U.S and India 
agreed to terminate six out-
standing disputes at the World 
Trade Organization. Also, India 
agreed to reduce tariffs on 
certain US products, includ-
ing chickpeas, lentils, almonds, 

walnuts, apples, boric acid, and 
diagnostic reagents. The an-
nouncement was made by GOI a 
few days after the G-20 summit 
in the national capital.

The apple growers argue that 
they have faced a lot of prob-
lems due to the 2019 shutdown 
and the covid-19 lockdown, and 
now the further reduction of 
import duties from U.S products 
will hit their business hard.

The horticulture sector plays 
an important role in the Union 
Territory and contributes sig-
nificantly to its economy. In 
2019, Kashmir produced about 

1.9 million metric tons of apples, 
the highest in the country.

According to government fig-
ures, horticulture is a source of 

livelihood for 33 lakh people. 
About seven lakh families are 

directly or indirectly involved 
and depend on this sector.

The UT has been declared as 
an Agri Export Zone for apples 
and walnuts.

Bashir Ahmad Bashir, presi-
dent of the All Valley Fruit 
Growers and Dealers Association 
(AVFGDA), the leading associa-
tion of apple growers and trad-
ers in Kashmir, told Kashmir 
Observer that the government 
needs to reconsider the decision 
taking into consideration the 
losses the farmers will suffer.

 “This will not only hit apple 
growers of Kashmir but those 

from Himachal, Uttarakhand and 
other states as well,” Bashir said.

He further said “Allowing free 
entry for into the Indian market 
will be catastrophic for apple 
growers in Kashmir”

Earlier, the apple growers 
maintained that a large quantity 
of Iranian apples would flood 
Indian markets, which ulti-
mately was hitting the Kashmiri 
apple’s market share.

The growers claim that the 
free trade agreement (FTA) was 
being misused under the trade 
name of Afghan apple.

It may be    More On P10

Growers Meet 
LG, Seek MIS 
Implementation
MAJID NABI

The valley based apple 
growers on Wednesday 
claimed that Jammu 

and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor,    More On P10

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Three Army per-
sonnel, including a Colonel 
commanding a battalion 
and a Major, and a Deputy 
Superintendent of Jammu and 
Kashmir Police were killed in a 
gunfight with terrorists in the 
higher reaches of Kokorenag 
area in the valley while one 
soldier was missing, officials 
said here on Wednesday.

Colonel Manpreet Singh, 
Commanding Officer of 
19 Rashtriya Rifles, Major 
Ashish Dhonack, and Deputy 
Superintendent Humayun 
Bhat were critically injured 
in the gunfight with terrorists 
that ensued in the Garol area 
of Anantnag district in the 
morning hours of Wednesday.

The officers succumbed 
to their injuries during the 

treatment, the officials said, 
adding a jawan also died. The 
whereabouts of another soldier 
was not immediately known 
and it is feared he might have 
been seriously wounded.

DGP Dilbag Singh condoled 
the death of the braveheart 

officers of police and army.
In a message, he said every 

loss of life is unfortunate and 
asserted that the perpetra-
tors of the crime would be 
brought to justice soon.

He extended his sympa-
thies to the 

Relatives mourn death of Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Humayun Bhat, who was killed in an 
encounter with terrorists in the Garol area of Anantnag district on Wednesday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

SUB-OFFICE BANDIPORA
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice 
is claiming to have lost the original marks certificate of 10th    
session Annual Private 2005 issued by the board of School 
Education under Below mentioned particulars 
Name :  Mudasir  Mohammad Najar
S/o:  Gh Mohammad Najar
Roll No: 364509
 Year & Session : 2005  Annual Private  

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate 
Marks Card. Anybody (if) having any objection may file the 
some before undersigned with (07) Seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice. Besides, the original marks card is 
teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bb	 Board Of School Education 

Sub Office Bandipora

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Srinagar | Thursday | 14-09-20232
PUBLIC NOTICE

I want to correct D O B in my Aadhar card  bearing No. 
719316536287  mentioned as 19-05-1982 instead of 15-03-1974 
If any person having any objection in this regard, He / She may 
convey the same to the concerned authority within week’s time. 
No objection will be entertained after given stipulated period.

Tariq Ahmad sheikh S/o: Ab. Gani Sheikh
R/O: 31 Fras Stop, Sheikh Mohalla, Sorigam, Putushay, 
Kupwara-193223

suk

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change my ward's name from Abdul Hanan to Mu-
hammad Hibbaan in his school records reading in  class 2nd  un-
der Admission No. 1206-20T Roll No. 19 at Tyndale Biscoe and 
Mallinson School Tangmarg. If anybody has any objection may
contact the said school within 7 days after that no Objection 
will be entertained.
From Nazir Ahmad Ahanger 	 bmg
F/o. Muhammad Hibbaan 
R/o. Goom Ahmad Pora Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the RC of my vehcle bearng JK01 T -2776 . Now I have 
applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any 
objecton in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
office of the RTO Srinagar within a perid of seven days from the 
date of publicaton of this notice. After that no objection shall 
be entertained.  
Reyaz Ahmad Rather 
S/o Ghulam Ali Rather 	 bmg
R/o Goharpora Narbal

From the office of Advocate Jehangir Wani
Chmaber No.229 Saddar Court Srinagar.

In the case of :		
1.Asrar Fazili S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Fazili
2.Mushtaq Ahmad Fazili S/o Abdul Aziz Fazili
Both residents of Baghat Barzulla
3.Khursheed Ahmad Fazili S/o Abdul Aziz Fazili
R/o Sanat Nagar, Colony, Rawalpora, Srinagar. 

                     Caveators
V/S

Public at large
   Non-caveators

In the matter of:   Caveat Petition under section 148-A of CPC

The caveators have apprehension that anyone from public at 
large may file any suit/appeal/application/ any proceedings 
with respect to shop situated at Residency road near kothi 
bagh their land situated at Srinagar against the Caveators  be-
fore the Hon`ble Court of Principal District Judge at Srinagar as 
such the Caveators have lodged/filed a Caveat petition before 
the Hon`ble Court of Principal District Judge At Srinagar.
			   Jehangir Wani
nj	 Advocate J&K High Court 

From the office of advocate Waseem Shamas 
(Advocate Jammu and kashmir High Court at Srinagar wing) 

1. Mohammad Aslam Yatoo S/o Abdul Rahim Yatooo
R/O Ranbirgarh Srinagar

                                .... Caveator
Versus

Public at Large 				  
                    …Non-Caveator’s

In the matter of :  Publication for Caveat. 
       That the Caveator is the owner and in possession of land fall-
ing under khasra no 177 and mutation 264 which is situated at 
ranbirgarh Srinagar. Wherein the Caveator intends to construct 
poultry form as per permission given by competent authority 
The caveators apprehend that the non-caveator may file any 
suit or writ or any appeal at the back of the caveators and may 
manage to get ex parte order , therefore the caveators submit 
in case of any  Writ Petition/Appeal/Suit or such proceed-
ings are filed before this Hon’ble court by the non-Caveator’s  
against the Caveators, the Caveator’s or the counsel for the Ca-
veator’s may be  provided an reasonable opportunity of being 
heard before passing  any of the order  in the said Writ Petition/
Appeal/Suit or any Proceeding otherwise  the Caveator’s may 
suffer such an irreparable loss and injury which cannot be com-
pensated lateron in any manner and same would be an abuse  
of the process of the court.

Caveator through counsel 
nj	 Adv waseem shamas

Highcourt of jammu and Kashmir at srinagar

Nazir Ahmad

Adika

05-10-2010

Adika D/o Nazir Ahmad
R/o Hai Mohalla Saida Kadal 
Sgr

06-09-2023

19-09-2023

nj
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Srinagar Municipal Corporation
Office Of The Executive Engineer (Electric)

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 
Tender Notice No.   03   of 2023-24 

Dated: -   11.09 .2023

TWO COVER SYSTEM

 

 

 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (ELECTRIC) 
 

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS  
Tender Notice No.   03   of 2023-24  

Dated: -   11.09 .2023 
 

TWO COVER SYSTEM 

               For and on behalf of the Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from approved Manufacturer 
(OEM) or Authorized Dealer or Contractor of an OEM registered with J&K Govt. 
CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following work: - 

S. No. Name of Work 
Est. Cost 

(Rs. in 
Lacs.) 

Cost of 
T/Doc.  
(Rs.) 

Earnest 
Money/Bid 

Security 
(Rs.) 

Time of 
completion 

   1. 

Supply, installation, Testing and 
commissioning of LED strips of 
standard make for illumination of 
ornamental/street light poles from 
Dalgate to Habak crossing along 
the periphery of Dal lake in 
Srinagar city along 2 years of 
Operation & Maintenance which 
includes 1 year of DLP. 

29.31 lacs 
 

2000 
 

 
2% of Advt Cost 

 
20 days 

 

              Head of Account                =     Internal resources       

             Position of AAA               = Accorded 

             Position of funds               = Available 

               The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility 
criteria, specifications, drawings, bill of  quantities (BOQ), set of terms and 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the 
departmental website  & Govt.  E-tendering portal www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
below schedule:  
 
 

 

 

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 11-09-2023  4:00 PM  

2 Download  Start Date From 12-09-2023  10:00 AM to 22-09-2023 
upto 4:00 PM 

3. Bid submission Start Date 12-09-2023 from 10:00 AM 

4. Bid Submission End Date 22-09-2023 upto 4:00 PM 

5. 
Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 
(Online)  
 

25-09-2023 at 2:00 PM in the Office of the 
Executive Engineer (Electric), Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation, Karan Nagar, 
Srinagar. 

6. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids 
(Online) To be intimated later on.  

  
 
  SD/-        

                                                                                                                                     Executive Engineer (Electric), 
                                                                             Srinagar Municipal Corporation. 

  

No.SMC/E/EE/379-89                                                   Dated:11-09-2023,   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 SD/-  Executive Engineer (Electric),
Srinagar Municipal Corporation.

No.SMC/E/EE/379-89      DIPK-NB-3159/23	 dated: 13-09-2023

Before The Hon"Ble Court Of Principal 
District And Sessions Judge At Srinagar

From the office of :-
Adv Faizan Ul Haq Mattoo 

Adv Imtiyaz Aziz Baigh 
Adv Manzoor Sadiq Ganie

Adv  Sirnawaz  Thakur 
IN THE CASE OF :- 
1:- Hilal Ahmad Mir   S/O Sanaullah Mir   R/O Magarmal Bagh   Srinagar
2 :- Farooq Ahmad Mir S/O Ghulam Nabi Mir R/O Zaldagar Srinagar
3::-Abdul Hameed Hajam  S/O Ghulam Nabi Hajam  R/O Hura Mohallah Old Zakura.

                            (Caveator)
                  V/S 

       Public at large            	 (Non-Caveators)
IN THE MATTER OF:- Caveat petetion in terms of section 148 A cpc .
The caveators has reason to believe/apprehension that non caveators may file an application /
case /revision or any other proceedings before this hon'ble court on the ground of distorted facts 
/misrepresentation and cooked up story , therefore may succeed in obtaining some relief / order 
at their back /ex parte against the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators  may suffer an 
irreparable loss and injury which can't be compensated by any means later on . Therefore it would 
be proper to put caveators on notice so that an opportunity of being heard is given to the caveators 
before passing any such relief / order .
Hence this Caveat application . 	 NJ

Before The Hon"Ble Court Of Principal 
District And Sessions Judge At Srinagar

From the office of :-
Adv Faizan Ul Haq Mattoo 

Adv Imtiyaz Aziz Baigh 
Adv Manzoor Sadiq Ganie

Adv  Sirnawaz  Thakur 
IN THE CASE OF :-
Abdul Wajid Bhat S/o Abdul Jabbar Bhat R/o Bagi Nund Singh Chattabal Srinagar

                            (Caveator)
                  V/S 

       Public at large            	 (Non-Caveators)
IN THE MATTER OF:- Caveat petetion in terms of section 148 A cpc .

The caveator has reason to believe/apprehension that non caveators may file an application /
case /revision or any other proceedings before this hon'ble court on the ground of distorted facts 
/misrepresentation and cooked up story , therefore may succeed in obtaining some relief / order 
at their back /ex parte against the caveators and in such eventuality the caveators  may suffer an 
irreparable loss and injury which can't be compensated by any means later on . Therefore it would 
be proper to put caveators on notice so that an opportunity of being heard is given to the caveators 
before passing any such relief / order .

Hence this Caveat application .  
NJ

INF INF
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4 :48

ZUHR	 12:30

ASR	 4: 52

Magrib	 6:46
ISHA	 8: 09

•	 1901 - Theodore Roosevelt is sworn in as the youngest 
man to serve as US President, after William McKinley 
finally dies after an anarchist shoots him in Buffalo

•	  1914 - German troops withdraw from Aisne/invent 
trenches

•	 1918 - WW I: Austria-Hungary sends a note to the 
Allies requesting peace discussions, but the Allies 
reject the offer

•	 1938 - Graf Zeppelin II, world's largest airship, makes 
maiden flight

•	 1939 - World’s 1st practical helicopter, the VS-300 
designed by Igor Sikorsky takes (tethered) flight in 
Stratford, Connecticut

•	 1940 - German bomb hits shelter in Chelsea; 
hundreds die

•	 1942 - Battle of Edson's Ridge (Japanese assault) at 
Guadalcanal

•	 1949 - India's Constituent Assembly adopts Hindi as 
an official language. Celebrated today as Hindi Day.

•	 1950 - Western allies rearm West Germany
•	 1953 - Nikita Khrushchev appointed First Secretary 

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
succeeding Malenkov

•	 1957 - Great Britain performs nuclear test at 
Maralinga, Australia

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

27  Safar

1445

Arya Samaj School Saraf Kadal

IUST Organizes Workshop On 
“Revisiting Srinagar – A Critical 
Approach To Smart City”
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Depart-
ment of Architecture in 
collaboration with the 
Dean of Students, IUST 
organized a workshop 
focusing on Sustain-
able Goal -11 concerning 
Sustainable Cities and 
Communities.  The Chief 
Guest on the occasion 
was Chief Engineer, Sri-
nagar Smart City Ltd., 
Iftikhar Ahmad Kakroo.

Addressing the inau-
gural function, Vice Chan-
cellor IUST, Prof. Shakil 
Ahmad Romshoo empha-
sized the importance of 
constructing cities that 
are resilient, sustainable, 
and dedicated to preserv-
ing their cultural heritage, 
as these aspects are crucial 
for achieving inclusive 
development. Professor 
Romshoo also stressed that 
educational institutions 
must actively demonstrate 
their support and actively 
engage in government ef-
forts to transform the vi-
sion of building sustainable 
cities and communities 
into a tangible reality.

Professor Romshoo 
further highlighted the 
significance of commu-
nity and stakeholder 
engagement, emphasiz-
ing that involving these 
key players greatly aids 
in the successful execu-
tion of projects. He also 
expressed his belief that 

the Srinagar Smart City 
authorities should forge 
partnerships with aca-
demic institutions to facil-
itate knowledge exchange. 
This collaboration would 
enable the effective utili-
zation of data generated 
by smart city technolo-
gies, thereby addressing 
the challenges associated 
with efficiently delivering 
smart city services.

In his address, Iftikhar 
Ahmad Kakroo talked 
about different projects 
completed as well as under-
going under the Srinagar 
Smart City. He discussed 
in detail about objectives 
of the projects, challenges 
faced in implementation, 
success projects such as 
Jhelum Riverfront, Polo-
view,  ‘Gantaghar’  etc. 
that have reinvigorated 
the urban infrastructure. 
He also listed different 
projects being undertaken 
to strengthen the IT eco-
system of Srinagar such 
as Srinagar Data Network, 
ITMS etc.

During the event, Anuj 
Malhotra, the General 
Manager of Planning and 
Urban Development, de-
livered a presentation that 
focused on the urban trans-
formation of Srinagar as 
part of the Smart City Mis-
sion. Additionally, Sheikh 
Intekhab Alam conducted 
a session that provided a 
critical appraisal of the Sri-
nagar Smart City project.

DIPK-NB-3162/23	 dated: 13-09-2023

It Takes Years To 
Fill Up Posts
Observer News Service 

S
rinagar- Believe it or not. It takes years 
for the State Government to fill up vaccant 
posts after advertising them. 

The J&K Government had advertised 
the posts of Range Officers in 1995 and all the for-
malities were completed during these three years. 
However, the selection is yet to be done.

 Over 17 candidates who have done two years 
State Forest Service Post Graduation Diploma in 
Forestry and allied subjects have not been absorbed 
in the forest department as Assistant Conservator 
Forests despite most of them about to cross the up-
per age limit. Some of these candidates have com-
pleted their courses way back in 1991. Despite clear 
vacancies in the department the Government has 
not referred the posts to the Public Service Com-
mission. Most of these candidates may not be able 
to apply for such posts in future as they are about to 
cross the upper age limit.One of the candidates, Im-
tiyaz Ahmad Zargar, 33, said that they should be ap-
pointed by the Government on adhoc basis so that 
they may not loose the chances of the Government 
job. After the appointments the posts should be re-
ferred to the Public Service Commission, he added.

 These candidates are trained for the job as they 
have done State Forest Service courses at SFS col-
lege Dehradun and Coimbatore under the Ministry 
of Environment and Forests. As per the Schedule-
II of the Jammu and Kashmir Forest Service (Ga-
zetted) Recruitment rules, 1970, 50 per cent quota 
has been kept for direct recruitment of the forest 
officers and rest for the in-service candidates. The 
inservice candidates had prayed for the stay of the 
recruitment to the posts of Assistant Conservator 
of Forests last year. The High Court (Single Bench) 
vacated the interim order of the stay on 11-03-1998 
and gave liberty to the state to go ahead with the 
appointments as per the recruitment norms. The 
inservice forest officers who were not satisfied with 
the decision of the single bench took the matter to 
the double bench. The double bench not only held 
that the 50:50 share of the recruitment as reason-
able but also justified their appointment by saying 
that they are the young blood with better qualifica-
tion and deserve to be put into the service for bet-
ter and quicker understanding of the complex sci-
entific problems necessary for the development of 
Forestry in the State. 

(Kashmir Observer, September 14, 1998)

From KO Archives

Arya Samaj Trust Run School 
Reopens In Srinagar After 32 Years
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: After prolonged legal 
battle, the Arya Samaj Trust has 
reopened its school at Saraf Kadal 
area in the old city after 32 years. 
The school, locals said, was closed 
in the aftermath of the ‘armed up-
rising’ in Kashmir in early 90’s.

The Arya Samaj Trust run 
DAV Public School in downtown 
was renamed as Naqshbandi Pub-
lic School, after a local resident 
illegally occupied the building in 

the year 1992.
“After a prolonged legal bat-

tle, the trust finally got the pos-
session of the building and the 
DAV school which was closed in 
the year 1991 was reopened after 
32 years. I have been appointed 
as a head of the school serving 
35 students from poor families,” 
a Calcutta based woman posted 
as a principal of the Arya Samaj 
School told Kashmir Observer.

The school, which she said, 
was primarily founded to help the 

underprivileged, was reopened 
much to the delight of the parents 
and students.

A local resident said the Arya 
Samaj Trust with the help of some 
prominent businessmen from Sri-
nagar, eventually regained control 
of the property, following years of 
legal wrangling.  

They said the school, which is 
housed in a rundown building at 
Saraf Kadal, does not charge any 
fee from the students belonging to 
poor families.

Doctors’ Issue Guidelines To 'Beat The Heat'
Observer News Service

Srinagar : As the heatwave and dry weather 
continue in Kashmir, health experts have 
advised people, especially those who are ex-
posed to direct sunlight, to take precautions.

Several doctors who spoke to the news 
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
said people need to increase their water in-
take even if they aren't feeling thirsty to re-
main hydrated.

Dr Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, Assistant Profes-

sor, Department of General Medicine at SKIMS 
Soura, said people must try to avoid direct sun-
light as much as they can and keep themselves 
hydrated, especially those working in open air 
like agricultural workers and labourers.

“People need to consume enough water 
multiple times every day. They should pri-
oritise their working hours – morning and 
evening – and avoid working during midday. 
They must also take fruits and vegetables be-
sides electrolyte-rich fluids like coconut wa-
ter and fruit juice,” he said.
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 NEWS MAKERS

NHRC Sends Notice To 
Union Health Ministry, DGCI 
Over Reported Circulation 
Of Falsified Drugs

India Bloc's First Joint Public 
Rally In Bhopal Early Next Month, 
Seat-Sharing To Be Finalised Soon

Police Officer Killed, Two 
Village Defence Volunteers 
Injured By Armed Attackers 
In Manipur

Expenditure Of Holding 
Synchronised Polls Nearly 
₹10 lakh Crore: Study

Airport Authority Gets Nod 
To Install Full-Body Scanners 
At 4 Airports

SC Seeks Centre's Response 
On Change In Driving 
Licence Law

Maharashtra Woman 
Marries Facebook 
Friend, He Cheats Her Of 
₹45 Lakh

Press Trust of India

THANE: A man allegedly cheated a 56-year-old 
woman from Navi Mumbai of cash and jewellery 
worth ₹45 lakh after befriending her on a social me-
dia platform, police said on Wednesday.

The woman, who has a son and is a resident of 
Sanpada area, separated from her husband in 2020.

Later, she met the 42-year-old accused, who is 
from Cuffe Parade in neighbouring Mumbai and also 
married, on Facebook and they became friends. The 
accused did not inform the woman that he was mar-
ried, an official from Sanpada police station said.

The accused started visiting the woman's house fre-
quently and both of them got married, as per the FIR.

Later, the accused allegedly started beating and 
abusing the victim and also threatened to kill her 
son. He also allegedly took from her money and gold 
jewellery collectively worth ₹45 lakh, including ₹36 
lakh in cash, the police stated quoting the complaint 
filed by the woman.

 Based on the complaint, the Sanpada police on 
Tuesday registered a case against the accused under 
Indian Penal Code sections 406 (criminal breach of 
trust), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 494 (marry-
ing again during lifetime of husband or wife), 504 
(intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of 
peace) and 506 (criminal intimidation), he said.

PM To Host Dinner For About 450 Delhi Police 
Personnel Deployed During G20 Summit

Indore Teacher Stripped, By 
People For 'Obscene Acts

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The NHRC has 
issued notices to the Union 
health ministry and the Drugs 
Controller General of India 
over the reported circulation 
of falsified liver drug Defitalio 
and cancer drug Adcetris, of-
ficials said on Wednesday.

The National Human Rights 
Commission, in a statement, 
observed that the content of 
the news report, if true, raises 
a serious issue of violation of 
human rights, which is a mat-
ter of concern, it said.

The NHRC has taken "suo 
motu cognisance of a me-
dia report that after the alert 
from the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), the Central 
Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganization (CDSCO) has asked 
the state regulators, doctors 
and patients to remain vigi-
lant about two medicines - 
liver drug Defitalio and cancer 
drug Adcetris, as the falsified 
versions of these drugs are 
circulating in four countries, 
including India", it said.

"Reportedly, the falsified ver-
sions of Adcetris injection 50 
mg, detected in four countries, 

including India, are most often 
found to be available at the 
patient level and distributed 
in unregulated supply chains 
(mainly online)," it added.

Accordingly, it has issued 
direct issuance notices to the 
secretary, Union Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare and 
the Drugs Controller General 
of India calling for a detailed 
report, the statement said.

The report should include 
the present status of the im-
plementation of the relevant 
laws to check the supply and 
sale of the falsified versions 

of life-saving drugs, including 
Defitalio and Adcetris, if any, 
as mentioned in the news re-
port. The response is expected 
within four weeks, it added.

According to the media re-
port, carried on September 11, 
"The product does not have 
marketing authorisation" in 
India and Turkiye.

However, the falsified ver-
sions of the liver medicine 
Defitalio were detected in In-
dia and Turkiye, which were 
supplied outside of regulated 
and authorised channels, the 
statement said.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Taking another 
step in its strategic plan to 
take on the BJP in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls, Opposition bloc 
INDIA on Wednesday decided 
to hold their first joint public 
meeting in Bhopal in poll-
bound Madhya Pradesh in the 
first week of October, and said 
the constituent parties will 
start seat-sharing talks "at 
the earliest." The opposition 
alliance also said it will raise 
issues related to rising prices, 
unemployment, corruption 
and caste census.

The decisions were taken at 
the first meeting of the coordi-
nation committee of the INDIA 
grouping which was held at 
the residence of NCP supremo 
Sharad Pawar here.

Twelve leaders of the 
14-member panel, the highest 
decision making body of the 
alliance, were present at the 
meeting that took place against 
the backdrop of a raging row 
over DMK leader Udhayanidhi 
Stalin's controversial remark 
on the Sanatan Dharma.

Congress General Secretary 
K C Venugopal, who is a mem-
ber of the panel, said Abhishek 
Banerjee of the TMC could not 

attend the meeting due to the 
summons issued by the En-
forcement Directorate(ED). 
The CPI(M) is yet to nominate 
its member.

He alleged that the ED sum-
mons was a result of the "ven-
detta politics" of the BJP and 
the prime minister.

"The coordination commit-
tee decided to start the pro-
cess of determining the seat-
sharing. It was decided that 
the member parties will hold 
the talks and decide (seat-
sharing) at the earliest," Venu-
gopal said, reading out from a 
joint statement.

He said the committee also 
decided that the opposition 
bloc's leaders will hold joint 

public meetings in different 
parts of the country.

"The first public meeting 
will be held at Bhopal in the 
first week of October on the 
issue of rising prices, unem-
ployment and corruption of 
the BJP government. The par-
ties present in the meeting 
agreed to take up the issue 
of the caste census," the Con-
gress leader said.

Meanwhile, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee had an awkward moment 
when a smiling Sri Lanka Pres-
ident Ranil Wickremesinghe 
asked the TMC chief in a light-
er vein, whether she is going 
to lead the INDIA bloc at a 
chance meeting in Dubai.

Agencies

A police sub-inspector was 
killed and two Village De-

fence Volunteers (VDV) injured 
by unidentified armed attack-
ers at Chingphei in Manipur’s 
Churachandpur district on 
Wednesday, police said.

The police sub-inspector, 
identified as Onkhomang, 
was shot in the head and suc-
cumbed to his injuries at the 
Churachandpur district hospi-
tal while two VDVs sustained 
bullet injuries and are under-

going treatment at the same 
hospital.

Also Read: Manipur: Village 
in Imphal West attacked by 
gunmen, bombs hurled, no one 
injured

According to police, the SI, 
after his duty, was talking with 
the VDVs at the Chingphei vil-
lage when the unidentified at-
tackers opened fire on them.

Senior police officials 
along with reinforcement 
have rushed to the area and 
launched a combing operation 
to nab the assailants.

Agencies

NEW DELHI: To make security 
checks quicker and error-free 
at India's hypersensitive air-
ports, the Airport Authority of 
India (AAI) received clearance 
from the Public Investment 
Board (PIB) to install full-body 
scanners that will cut down the 
passenger frisking time by half.

These full-body scanners will 
be installed at four airports in 
the country including Kolkata, 
Chennai, Pune and Goa.

In July, the government had 
floated a tender to procure 
131 full-body scanners– that 
cut down the average passen-
ger frisking time to 15 seconds 
from the current 30 and 600 
new hand baggage scanners at 
over ₹1,000 crore at airports 
run by the Airports Authority 
of India (AAI) but it was later 
withdrawn as it needed clear-
ance from PIB.

Given that all the investment 
plans with an estimated cost 
of ₹500 crores and more fall 
under the purview of PIB, the 
initial proposal was to install 
131 full-body scanners and 600 
new hand-baggage scanner 
machines at 43 airports that 
include Amritsar, Goa, Srinagar, 
Jammu, Leh, Varanasi, Chennai, 
Pune, Kolkata, Raipur, Tirupati, 
Bhopal, among others at over 
₹1,000 crore at airports run by 
the AAI.

However, in a recent meeting 
between stakeholders involved 
in the safety and security of 
airports, it was decided that 
instead of going for the instal-
lation in one go as per the orig-
inal plan, the PIB gave its nod 
for the installation of full-body 
scanners in the four airports 
that witness maximum foot-
fall among all airports owned 

and managed by the Airport 
Authority of India (AAI). The 
meeting was attended by se-
nior officials of the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation, Bureau of Civil 
Aviation, Ministry of Home Af-
fairs and others.

"After evaluating the success 
report of full-body scanners 
at these four airports, other 
airports in the queue will get 
the facility at the earliest. In 
the meeting, various aspects 
like procurement, installation, 
training of security person-
nel and operations were dis-
cussed," said a senior official.

According to officials, these 
millimetre-wave technology-
based full-body scanners work 
on the principle of body con-
tours, i.e. these are designed 
to detect objects that could be 
concealed in the body.

"As the proposal needs ap-
proval of PIB, it was reviewed 
and now full-body scanners 
will be installed at four airports 
including thirteen scanners 
at Kolkata, twelve at Chennai, 
eight at Goa and five at Pune 
airport. These airports fall un-
der the hypersensitive category 
as per BCAS", added the official.

The AAI manages 137 air-
ports in India, which include 
24 international airports, 10 
customs airports, and 103 do-
mestic airports.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Amid a debate 
over simultaneous polls, a new 
study on Tuesday pegged the 
total expenditure on all elec-
tions from Lok Sabha to local 
bodies at ₹10 lakh crore which 
could be brought down by ₹3-5 
lakh crore if the voting period is 
reduced to just a week and par-
ties strictly follow the model 
code.

The study said the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls will involve an ex-
penditure of around ₹1.20 lakh 
crore of which the Election 
Commission is estimated to 
spend "hardly 20 per cent" and 
this does not include expendi-
ture on new electronic voting 
machines.

According to N Bhaskara Rao, 
a research-based analyst of 
public policies, ₹10 lakh crore 
is the estimate for holding Lok 
Sabha, assembly and local body 
polls (panchayats, zila parishad, 
municipalities) together.

But the total amount in elec-
tions is not necessarily spent 
by the central and the state 
governments. Parties too incur 
expenditure on candidates and 
campaigning. Campaigning of-
ten begins even before the elec-
tion schedule is announced.

But parties are only mandat-
ed to share election expendi-
ture with the EC from the date 
polls are announced till the 
election process is completed.

While there is ceiling on how 
much candidates can spend on 
campaigning, there is no such 

bar on parties.
For the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, 

parties had collected ₹6,400 crore, 
they had spent ₹2,600 crore.

According to Rao, while ₹1.20 
lakh crore is estimated to be 
spent on Lok Sabha polls in 
2024, ₹3 lakh crore could be 
spent if all assembly polls are 
held together. There are a total 
of nearly 4,500 assembly seats 
in the country.

He has pegged the cost of 
holding all municipal elections 
together at ₹one lakh crore. 
There are nearly 500 municipal 
seats across the country.

Similarly for zila parishads 
(650 seats), mandals (7000 
seats) and village (gram) pan-
chayats (2,50,000 seats), the 
cost of holding polls has been 
pegged at ₹4.30 lakh crore).

Rao said holding simultane-
ous polls itself was not enough 
to reduce poll expenditure sig-
nificantly substantially.

He said the present practice 
followed by parties on cam-
paigning, effectiveness of the 
poll panel and strict adherence 
by parties to the model code of 
conduct will play an important 
role in reducing expenditure.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Sep 13 The Su-
preme Court on Wednesday 
asked the Union government if 
a change in law is warranted on 
the legal question of whether a 
person holding a driving licence 
for a light motor vehicle is enti-
tled to legally drive a transport 
vehicle of a particular weight.

Observing that these are pol-
icy issues impacting the liveli-
hood of lakhs of people, a 
five-judge constitution 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice D Y Chandra-
chud said the gov-
ernment needs to 
take a "fresh look" 
at the matter while 
asserting that it 
needs to be taken up 
at the policy level.

The top court asked the Cen-
tre to wrap up the exercise 
within two months and apprise 
it about the decision taken.

It said any interpretation of 
the law must duly take into 
account valid concerns of road 
safety and the safety of other 
users of public transport.

The top court had earlier 
sought the assistance of Attor-
ney General R Venkataramani 

in dealing with a legal question 
about whether a person hold-
ing a driving licence for a light 
motor vehicle is entitled to le-
gally drive a transport vehicle 
of a particular weight.

The constitution bench had 
said knowing the position of 
the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways will be necessary 
after it was argued that the top 
court's 2017 verdict in the case 
of Mukund Dewangan versus 

Oriental Insurance Company 
Limited was accepted by 
the Centre and rules were 
amended to align them 

with the judgement.
In the Mukund De-

wangan case, a three-
judge bench of the 

top court had held that 
transport vehicles, the 

gross weight of which 
does not exceed 7,500 kg, are 
not excluded from the defini-
tion of LMV.

"There may be lakhs of driv-
ers across the country who are 
working on the basis of Dewan-
gan judgment. This is not a con-
stitutional issue. It is purely a 
statutory issue," the bench, also 
comprising Justices Hrishikesh 
Roy, P S Narasimha, Pankaj 
Mithal and Manoj Misra, said.

Press Trust of India

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has invited around 

450 personnel of the Delhi Po-
lice for a dinner on Saturday 
as a thanksgiving gesture for 
their contribution in providing 
impeccable security during the 
G20 Leaders’ Summit, officials 
said.

They said all zonal in-charges 
including of the Bharat Man-
dapam area -- the venue for 
the G20 Summit -- have been 
requested to send the names 
of five-six personnel each from 
their teams.

The names of personnel who 
performed their duties despite 
personal hardships and family 
issues may be specially includ-
ed, they added.

A total of around 450 person-
nel, from constable to inspector 
ranks, are likely to have a dinner 
with the prime minister, the of-
ficials added.

Earlier on Monday, Delhi 
Police Commissioner Sanjay 
Arora awarded the CP's spe-

cial commendation disc and 
certificate to the officers and 
personnel for their contribu-
tion to the G20 Leaders’ Sum-
mit arrangements.

The two-day summit held on 
September 9 and 10 was attend-
ed by more than 30 heads of 
state and top officials from the 
European Union, delegates from 
guest countries and 14 heads of 
international organisations.

During the period, the na-
tional capital, especially the 
New Delhi district, was under a 
heavy security ring.

A multi-layer security cover 
was put in place around the Pra-
gati Maidan area in central Del-
hi where the summit took place. 
Over 50,000 personnel along 
with dog squads and mounted 
police were deployed on secu-
rity duty during the summit.

Press Trust of India

INDORE: A teacher of a private 
coaching institute in Madhya 
Pradesh's Indore was stripped and 
beaten up on Wednesday by a group 
of people, who later took him to a 
police station for allegedly indulg-
ing in obscene acts with a 17-year-
old girl preparing for NEET exam, an 
official said.

A video of the teacher being 
thrashed by the group has gone vi-
ral on social media.

"The teacher of the private coach-
ing institute allegedly called the 
teenage girl, preparing for Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
(NEET), to a cafe on the pretext of 
helping her in her studies. But when 

she reached the place, he indulged 
in obscene acts with her," Tukoganj 
police station in-charge Jitendra Ya-
dav said.

The accused teacher has been de-
tained, he said.

After what happened at the cafe, a 
fellow teacher of the accused allegedly 
threatened the victim over the phone 
that if she told anyone about the inci-
dent, she would have to face serious 
consequences, the police official said.

A case is being registered against 
both the teachers under relevant 
provisions of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), he added.

"The video of a group of people 
beating up the stripped teacher has 
come to our notice and appropriate 
legal action will be taken," Yadav said.
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, MANOJ SINHA on Wednesday paid floral tributes to 
Deputy Superintendent Humayun Bhat, who was killed in an encounter with terrorists 
in Garol area of Anantnag district. KO Photo.� KO PHOTO
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Govt Rubbishes allegations of 
Scam In JJM Implementation

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration on Wednesday 
rubbished allegations of a major 
scam in the implementation of 
the Jal Jeevan Mission across the 
Union Territory.

Addressing a press conference 
here at DIPR Auditorium, the Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary (ACS) Jal 
Shakti Department, Shaleen Kabra 
said that like all other States and 
UTs of the country Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion—a flagship program of Govt of 
India is being implemented in the 
UT of J&K with an aim to connect 
each and every rural household 
with Functional Household Tap 
Connections (FHTC).

He said that from last few weeks, 
some incorrect and malafide infor-
mation has been propagated in 
respect of the implementation of 
the Jal Jeevan Mission in the UT of 
J&K and in this backdrop, it is im-
perative to make few points clear 
to the general public and to all the 
stakeholders:

“A scam of 13000 crore has been 
alleged when on the other hand 
it has been stated that only 800 
Crore have been spent till August, 
2023. But the public is being mis-
led in both these aspects as neither 
any scam has taken place nor the 
figures given in respect of the ex-
penditure are correct as the total 
expenditure in JJM as on 31st Au-
gust is Rs.3088.30 Crores and ev-
ery allotment/ contract has been 
awarded strictly following the 
process laid down in the GFR. Such 
allegations are complete nonsense 

and made by people who have no 
understanding,” Kabra said

He said all the works have been 
awarded through a transparent and 
competitive e-tendering system 
after accord of Administrative Ap-
provals, Technical Sanctions (wher-
ever required before tendering).

“The works have been allotted 
strictly as per the Financial Pow-
ers delegated vide S.0 15 of 2020 
dated: 09-01-2020 and on the ap-
provals of SBD and rates from the 
UT level Committee headed by 
the Development Commissioner 
Works, the senior most engineer in 
the UT, and with the consent of the 
District Jal Jeevan Missions (DJJMs) 
headed by the respective District 
Development Commissioners it 
may be noted that no contract has 
been awarded  without e-tender-
ing,” he added.

He further said that the PHE 
used to allot all works departmen-
tally, against the law laid down by 
the Constitution and the instruc-
tions, GFR, etc.

During 2019, Kabra said, e-
tendering was made mandatory. 
Initial attempt was made to allot 
these works on composite tender 
basis.

“Since there was very poor re-
sponse due to limited capabilities 
in the UT, a revision was made in 
consultation with experts/ in ac-
cordance with guidelines. The re-
sults are there for everyone to see 
in terms of progress on ground. 
This fact has been acknowledged 
in the letter dated: 20th July 2022 
when the person was heading the 
department,” he said.

He added that all the figures 
with regard to progress in imple-
mentation of the jai Jeevan Mis-
sion is being reported by the field 
Divisions on the IMIS and which 
is being captured and displayed 
on the said portal/ dashboard on a 
real-time basis.

“All these details viz; physical prog-
ress, financial progress, water quality 
monitoring reports etc. are available 
on the respective portals which are 
in public domain. The releases and 
expenditure by the UT, scheme wise, 
is available in public domain on 
Jan-bhagidari, as the same is made 
through BEAMS,” Kabra said

“The progress is being moni-
tored through IMIS only and no 
physical communication is being 
made in this regard. Any house-
hold tap connection provided is 
reported on IMIS portal with Aad-
har based identification. The Pani 
Samitis monitor the progress in 
addition to the engineering offi-
cials, third party monitoring agen-
cies and DPMUs,” he added.

The ACS further said that the 
schemes ongoing under differ-
ent other heads are also being 
completed and an expenditure of 
about Rs. 210 Crore has been made 
under erstwhile NRDWP, NABARD 
and JKIDFC Schemes.

All these schemes, he said, shall 
be completed within the mis-
sion period. Due diligence has 
improved execution of schemes 
under JKIDFC funding and a much 
less quantum is likely to be shifted 
from that estimated in June, 2022 
— 459 schemes costing about Rs. 
783.72 crores.

“All the advisories received 
from the Anti-Corruption Bureau 
J&K have been circulated to the 
filed officers including Deputy 
Commissioners for strict adher-
ence and for corrective actions, if 
needed to be taken. None pointed 
out any malpractices or allotment 
of tenders without following due 
process,” Kabra said

He also clarified that all types 
of pipes (GI, DI & HDPE) are being 
procured through transparent and 
competitive e-tendering and as 
per the provisions of GFR/ manual 
for procurement of Goods 2017 A 
dedicated UT level Purchase Com-
mittee has been constituted under 
the chairmanship of Development 
Commissioner Works, the senior 
most engineer in the UT, for ap-
proving the SBD and the rates be-
fore the supply orders are made by 
the competent authority as per SO 
15 of 2020, dated 09-01-2020.

“In case of GI pipes, the pur-
chases have been made under the 
existing rate contract within the 
provisions of Manual for Procure-
ment of Goods 2017 after higher 
rates were quoted by the bidders 
in the fresh tender issued in this 
regard and to save time required 
for fresh tendering process, the ex-
isting rate contract has been oper-
ated by the CE PHE Kashmir on the 
approval of the UT Level Purchase 
Committee and after the decision 
of 6th Apex Committee Meeting 
within the provisions of Manual 
for Procurement of Goods. It is 
estimated to have saved about Rs. 
72crores besides timely availabil-
ity of GI pipes,” he said.

AC Okays Vertical Lift From 
Peerkho To Mubarak Mandi
Project Completes Tourist-Pilgrim Circuit, Enhances Ropeway Revenue

125-Bedded Hospital 
To Come Up At 
Reshipora In Budgam
Hospital To Come Up At An 
Estimated Cost Of Rs. 49.32 Crore

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  The Administrative Council (AC) which 
met here under the chairmanship of the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha, accorded Administrative 
Approval to the construction of a 125-bed hospital 
at Reshipora, Budgam.

Upon completion of the hospital at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 49.32 Crore, it is expected to improve ac-
cess to quality healthcare for the people of the area.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to the Lieutenant 
Governor; Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, J&K 
and Dr. Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secretary 
to the Lieutenant Governor attended the meeting.

The upcoming hospital besides enhancing 
healthcare for the public will also provide for em-
ployment opportunities to skilled/unskilled pro-
fessionals, medics/ paramedics etc.

The hospital will also help address increased pa-
tient rush and is expected to benefit a large chunk 
of population living in and around district Budgam.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Adminis-
trative Council (AC) which 
met here under the chair-
manship of the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha, ac-
corded the administrative 
approval for Installation of 
vertical lift from Peerkho 
Station of Jammu Ropeway 
Project to Mubarak Mandi 
Heritage Complex, at Jam-
mu. The project shall be 
completed at an estimated 
cost of ₹27.00 crores

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Advisor to the Lieutenant 
Governor, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta, Chief Secretary, J&K 
and Dr. Mandeep Kumar 
Bhandari, IAS Principal Sec-
retary to Lieutenant Gover-

nor, attended the meeting.
The installation of the 

vertical lift will connect the 
Mubarak Mandi Heritage 
Complex with Peerkho Sta-
tion of Jammu Ropeway 
Project and other tourist/
pilgrim places, providing 
a complete tourist/pilgrim 
circuit. The circuit shall be 
of huge convenience to the 
tourists and pilgrims visiting 
nearby spots such as Jammu 
Ropeway Project, Peerkho 
Temple, Mahamaya Temple, 
Bahu Fort, Bagh-e-Bahu and 
Bhawe Mata Ji Temple.

The Lift shall provide easy 
connectivity from Mubarak 
Mandi Complex to other 
three Pracheen temples and 
other tourist-related places in 
Jammu District. It will also at-

tract the pilgrims visiting Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine and 
provide them a complete reli-
gious circuit. The project will 
boost the heritage/pilgrim 
tourism,  enhance the rev-
enue earnings of the Jammu 
Ropeway Project along with 
generation of employment 
opportunities.

The project will be divided 
into two sections, each with 
a vertical rise of 38 and 30 
meters and two footbridges 
with spans of 34 and 30 me-
ters, respectively. The proj-
ect will have a Base Station, 
an Intermediate Station, an 
Upper Station, and Capsule-
type cabins with panoramic 
views. There will also be 
parking available at the In-
termediate Station. 

Militancy Has Not Ended 
In J&K: Dr Farooq

Union Secretary L&E 
Inspects Ongoing Works At 
ESIC Hospital At Budgam

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Union Secretary La-
bour and Employment (L&E), Arti 
Ahuja on Wednesday visited Bud-
gam and inspected the ongoing 
works on Employees’ State Insur-
ance Corporation (ESIC) hospi-
tal at SIDCO Industrial Complex, 
Ompora, here.

During the visit, the Union Sec-
retary inspected various develop-
ment works under execution in the 
premier health facility. Interacting 
with the officers on the occasion, the 
Secretary highlighted that this facil-
ity will cater to the medical needs of 
insured persons and their families.

The Secretary further re-
marked that Union Government 
is committed for providing better 
healthcare facilities across J&K 
and many progressive initiatives 
have been undertaken in the field 
of health sector to ensure best 
healthcare facilities are being 
provided to the people.

She further said that the gov-
ernment has taken various mile-

stone steps for the welfare and 
progress of labour class to uplift 
their socio-economic conditions

Meanwhile, the Secretary also 
visited ESIC health facility Sonwar 
and reviewed it’s functioning.

Interacting with the medical 
officers and paramedical staff on 
the occasion, the Secretary em-
phasised upon them to provide 
best health care to the people.

Later on, the Union Secretary 
also visited the regional Employees 
Provident Fund Office (EPFO) office 
at Batamaalo and chaired a meet-
ing to review the status of transi-
tory activities of JKEPFO to Central 
Provident Fund Organisation.

During her visit, the Union 
Secretary was accompanied by 
Secretary, Labour & Employment 
Rehana Batul; Chief Executive 
Officer, J&K Building and Other 
Construction Workers Welfare 
Board, Munir ul Islam; Labour 
Commissioner, J&K, Abdul Rashid 
War; Director Employment, Nisar 
Ahmad Wani and other senior of-
ficers of the department. 

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: National Confer-
ence president Farooq Abdullah 
on Wednesday said militancy in 
Jammu and Kashmir will not end 
until India and Pakistan hold a 
dialogue to find a 
lasting solution to 
all conflicts.

" E n c o u n t e r s 
will keep on hap-
pening. To say 
that militancy 
has ended will 
be wrong. These 
things happened 
yesterday and are 
happening today 
.. these will keep 
on happening till both the coun-
tries do not come to the table for 
holding talks to find a solution," 
Abdullah told PTI after a meeting 
at the party office here.

On the removal of additional 
duty on the import of apples, wal-
nuts and almonds from the US, 
Abdullah said there are concerns 
that the move might lead to a fall 
in the prices of local produce.

"We have concerns that our 
fruit industry in Jammu and 
Kashmir, Himachal and Uttara-
khand will be affected. The farm-
ers, who have spent a lot of mon-
ey, are worried that the prices of 
local produce will fall and they 

will suffer losses.
"I request the 

government to 
pay attention to 
this issue so that 
the farmers do 
not suffer. If they 
suffer losses, it 
will not be good 
for the country," 
he said.

The former 
chief minister 

refused to comment on the 
agenda of the opposition INDIA 
bloc's coordination committee 
meeting, which is scheduled to 
be held in the national capital 
on Wednesday.

"Omar Abdullah has gone to at-
tend the meeting on behalf of the 
National Conference. You will be 
told about what was decided af-
ter the meeting," he said.

DDC Chairman Budgam, Apple Farmers Meet LG
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, Chairman, District 
Development Council, 
Budgam, former legisla-
tor besides a delegation of 
fruit traders on Wednesday 
called on Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha at Raj 
Bhavan here.

The DDC Chairman ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
LG for the comprehensive 

development initiatives 
being undertaken in Bud-

gam District.
Rafi Ahmad Mir, former 

legislator from Pahalgam 
also met the LG and dis-
cussed various develop-
mental issues of the area.

A delegation led by 
Zahoor Ahmad Rather, 
President, J&K Commit-
tee, Apple Farmers’ Fed-
eration of India called on 
the LG and apprised their 

concerning issues.
A delegation of National 

Awardee Teachers of J&K 
led by Wali Mohammad 
Bhat met the LG and put 
forth issues of the National 
Awardee teachers.

Later, Dr. Farida Khan, 
BDC Chairperson Sopore 
also called on the LG and 
discussed public impor-
tance issues of her area.
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Reconsider Apple 
Import Duty Cuts 

T
he Union government’s decision to relax 20% 
customs duty on apples imported from the 
United States threatens to drastically reduce 
the profitability of Kashmiri apple. The timing 

couldn't have been worse, as it coincides with a trou-
bling dip in apple prices this year. The Kashmiri apple 
industry, already grappling with multiple challenges, 
now faces an additional hurdle.

Farmers in the region have long advocated for a 100 
percent duty on apple imports to safeguard the interests 
of local growers. The higher import duties would ensure 
better returns for those who toil in Kashmir's orchards. 

The predicament faced by apple growers in Kashmir 
is indeed dire. They have suffered substantial losses due 
to rising input costs while having to sell their produce 
at depressingly low rates. A significant portion of the 
apple crop, classified as C-grade fruit, is deemed un-
suitable for the regular market and could potentially 
be diverted for juice production. However, this option 
has been hampered by the inactivity of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Horticulture Producing and Marketing Corpo-
ration in Sopore.

The opposition, comprising the National Conference 
(NC), Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), and the Congress, 
has promptly voiced their concerns and demanded a re-
versal of the government's decision. They assert that the 
move to appease international interests, particularly 
those of the United States, is putting the livelihoods of 
local Kashmiri apple growers at risk.

Omar Abdullah, the Vice President of the NC, has 
pointed out that the Centre should prioritize local pro-
ducers' well-being over international trade consider-
ations, stressing that there is no need for external im-
ports when it comes to apples, walnuts, and almonds.  
Similarly, the PDP president Mehbooba Mufti expressed 
grave concerns over the potential devastating conse-
quences for local growers already reeling from signifi-
cant losses incurred since 2019. She urged the union 
government to reconsider the decision in light of its pro-
found impact on the region.

Kashmir produces over 73 percent of the total apples 
grown in India. Official data reveals that apple produc-
tion in the region exceeded 20 lakh tonnes in 2022 and is 
projected to reach 22 lakh tonnes in 2023. In Kashmir, 
horticulture is spread across 1.87 lakh acres of land and 
employs more than three million people, earning over 
Rs 10000 crore for the region. This is all in danger now 
if the authorities do nothing to protect the fruit from 
the imports made cheaper by the  government. But the 
J&K administration and the central government should 
know that their responsibility is foremost to the fruit 
produced in our own country. So, it is time that they in-
tervene before it is too late. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

The old and the 
young: at the US Open  

T
he axiom that there are limits to human ability 
often faces its stiffest resistance in elite sport. 
Novak Djokovic’s men’s record-extending 24th 
Major singles title might set him on a path to-

wards immortality. The straight-set victory over Rus-
sia’s Daniil Medvedev in the US Open final drew him 
level with Margaret Court’s all-time record of 24 crowns 
and made him the first man to win three Slams in a single 
year four times. Two years ago in New York, Medvedev 
had stopped Djokovic from completing the Grand Slam, 
the onerous feat of winning all four Majors in a single 
year. Coming into Sunday, the 27-year-old was fresh off a 
terrific semifinal win over tournament-favourite and top 
seed Carlos Alcaraz. But even at the age of 36, Djokovic 
showed he still had space to evolve and grow, rejigging 
his tactics by employing the serve-and-volley and mining 
every last reserve of his energy.

While generational battles are not new to men’s tennis, 
the fight is on in the women’s game among this era’s finest 
to establish a firm pecking order. Coco Gauff, the 19-year-
old from the United States, threw her hat into the ring with 
a come-from-behind three-set victory over Aryna Sabalen-
ka for her maiden Slam triumph. Gauff first shot to the 
limelight at Wimbledon 2019 when she upset Venus Wil-
liams on her main draw debut. She made good on that early 
promise by reaching the 2022 French Open final and subse-
quently breaking into the top-10. But in July this year, she 
appeared to have hit a trough, exiting in the first round at 
Wimbledon. However, with a spruced-up game and a new 
coach in tow (former player Brad Gilbert), she secured 
three of her biggest titles — Washington WTA 500, Cincin-
nati WTA 1000 and the US Open — in a six-week span. What 
stood out at Flushing Meadows was the way Gauff handled 
Sabalenka’s baseline barrage with her attritional play. For 
India, Rohan Bopanna, 43, partnering Australia’s Matthew 
Ebden, became the oldest man to reach a Major final (Open 
Era). A close loss notwithstanding, he is up to World No.7, 
untouched by Father Time.

The Hindu
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What Kashmir’s Unprecedented 
September Heatwave Means

Faizan Arif

K
ashmir is currently grap-
pling with an unprec-
edented heatwave in 
September, shattering 

long-standing temperature records 
due to an ongoing dry spell that has 
persisted for the last 45 days.

Srinagar, on September 12th, 
recorded a scorching maximum 
temperature of 34.2°C, a staggering 
6.0°C above the normal seasonal av-
erage. This marks the second-high-
est maximum temperature ever 
recorded in September since the 
establishment of the weather obser-
vatory in 1891. The previous record 
of 33.8°C dated back to September 1, 
1970, with an all-time high of 35.0°C 
set on September 18, 1934.

Qazigund has also witnessed 
record-breaking temperatures, 
with a maximum of 33.2°C, a devia-
tion of 6.7°C from the norm. This 
new all-time record surpasses the 
previous record of 32.8°C from Sep-
tember 12, 2019, and stands as the 
highest since the observatory's in-
ception in 1956.

Kokernag reached a sweltering 
32.0°C, establishing an all-time re-
cord, the highest since 1977 when 
the observatory was established. 
This came with a substantial depar-
ture from the normal temperature, 
6.6°C above average. The previous 
record of 31.8°C was also set earlier 
this month on September 2.

If climate change is real, why 
have temperature records been 
broken in the past? What's differ-
ent this time around?

While it's true that there have 
been historical maximum tempera-
ture records set in the past, includ-
ing some dating back a century, 
the crucial distinction lies in their 
frequency and recurrence. In the 
past, these extreme temperature 
events were exceedingly rare, oc-
curring once in several decades. 
However, today, we are witness-
ing a troubling shift. Heatwaves 
have become far more frequent, 
and their occurrence has surged. 
It's no longer something that sur-
prises us once in a while; rather, 
it's a monthly occurrence. Previ-
ously, temperature records used 
to compete with those established 
50 or even 100 years ago. Now, they 
are competing with records set just 
last year, a clear indicator of the 
growing trend.

The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change's (IPCC) 6th 
Assessment Report, titled 'Climate 
Change 2021: The Physical Science 
Basis,' a comprehensive 3,949-page 
document based on over 14,000 
scientific papers and authored by 
234 scientists, provides a compel-
ling narrative. It underscores that 
hot extreme temperature events, 
which used to be infrequent, now 
occur 2.8 times more frequently. 
Events that were once considered 
happening every half-century, are 
now happening 4.8 times more of-
ten. Moreover, extreme precipita-

tion events and significant agricul-
tural and ecological disruptions, 
which were previously rare with 
a decade-long interval, now occur 
1.3 and 1.7 times more frequently, 
respectively. These distressing 
trends are only set to worsen as 
temperatures continue to rise.

The report goes on to highlight 
a sobering prediction: once global 
temperatures surpass the 1.5 de-
grees Celsius threshold, a milestone 
we are very likely to reach within 
the next 15 years, the frequency of 
hot temperature extremes that used 
to occur once every decade and ev-
ery half-century will skyrocket. 
Specifically, these events will occur 
4.1 and 8.6 times more frequently, 
respectively, exacerbating the cli-
mate crisis.

This mounting evidence leaves 
no room for doubt: climate change 
is undeniably real, and its impacts 

are becoming increasingly perva-
sive and severe.

Kashmir's Horticulture and 
Agriculture Sectors in Dire Straits 
as Heatwave Continues

The ongoing heatwave in Kash-
mir is having a profound impact 
on daily life, specifically in the 
horticulture and agriculture sec-
tors. These sectors are particularly 
vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change, and the current dry spell 
and severe heatwave are exacerbat-
ing the challenges they face.

“Water scarcity has become a 
pressing issue and everyone in our 
area is in search of water. Our ap-
ple crops have suffered greatly as 
a result. The heatwave has caused 
the apples to lose their color, be-
come less juicy, and experience a 
decrease in weight,” says Shakir 

Ahmad, a resident of Pargochi 
Shopian.

“Every year, Kashmir experi-
ences a prolonged period of dry 
weather, and the disappearance 
of glaciers due to global warming 
has worsened the situation. The 
Mawar stream, which was once 
the primary source of irrigation 
of our lands, now dries up during 
the spring and summer months. 
Consequently, some farmers in our 
area have shifted from growing 
paddy crops to cultivating apples 
for the past three years. Although 
their profits have decreased, this 
change has proven to be a better 
alternative given the circumstanc-
es,” according to Muzaffar Ahmad, 
a resident of Vailoo Anantnag.

To gain insights into the cur-
rent situation, it was necessary to 
turn to experts for their perspec-
tives. Professor Rehana Habib 

Kant, Dean Faculty of Agriculture 
at SKUAST Kashmir, elaborates, 
"The dry weather in August has 
affected paddy crops in areas with-
out irrigation supply. Adequate 
moisture is crucial during the 
flowering stage; its absence stunts 
growth and reduces yields. How-
ever, the above-average tempera-
tures and dry weather in Septem-
ber may enhance crop maturity 
for this particular crop. For Rabi 
crops, the ongoing dry spell is less 
favorable due to low soil moisture. 
Crops like turnips, radishes, and 
beetroots may suffer due to re-
duced soil moisture."

Syed Tafazul Hussain, Chief 
Agriculture Officer Budgam, ex-
presses, "Crops dependent on ir-
rigation are facing challenges. 
Although paddy crops are near 

harvest and may not be severely 
impacted, the moisture content in 
grains might be lower due to the 
prolonged dry weather since Au-
gust. Fruit cultivation, especially 
apples, may suffer due to reduced 
moisture supply, leading to discol-
oration and reduced fruit weight, 
among other issues."

Amid these challenges, Mr. 
Hussain offers a valuable piece of 
advice for the future. He encourag-
es people not to panic but instead to 
invest in long-term solutions like 
constructing tubewells, borewells, 
water harvesting tanks, or dug-
wells. These investments promise 
to secure water availability for 
crops, ensuring productivity re-
mains stable and even flourishes 
in the face of climate uncertainties.
Weather Outlook for The Next 10 Days

As we look ahead, the weath-
er forecast for Kashmir presents 
a mix of hope and concern. The 
region is expected to experience 
mostly dry weather until Friday. 
However, the plains of the Jammu 
region, including some higher ele-
vations, may enjoy monsoon show-
ers in the mornings. Towards the 
weekend, there is a 50% chance of 
rainfall in the Kashmir region as 
well, although any significant pre-
cipitation remains uncertain.

Looking further ahead, the 
next week is likely to remain pre-
dominantly dry in the Kashmir 
region, while some parts of the 
Jammu region may benefit from 
occasional rain showers.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer 

Shakir Ahmad, a resident of Shopian, displaying the discoloration of Apples 

While it's true that there have been historical 
maximum temperature records set in the past, 

including some dating back a century, the crucial 
distinction lies in their frequency and recurrence. In the 
past, these extreme temperature events were 
exceedingly rare, occurring once in several decades. 
However, today, we are witnessing a troubling shift. 
Heatwaves have become far more frequent

The ongoing 
heatwave in 

Kashmir is having a 
profound impact on 
daily life, specifically 
in the horticulture 
and agriculture 
sectors. These sectors 
are particularly 
vulnerable to the 
effects of climate 
change, and the 
current dry spell and 
severe heatwave are 
exacerbating the 
challenges they face
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Mechanised  
Incarceration of Man

Mushtaq Hurra

Modernly mechanised labyrinth of in-
dustries and machines has entangled 
and entrapped Ibni-Adam in the deadly 
maze to leave him awry and bewil-
dered. He is wandering bizarrely to al-
leviate his miseries and pains, but his 
outlandish bargain is sure to impede his 
search for peace, progress and tranquil-
ity .  Sagacious and wise have called it 
" the cry in wilderness" . Technology is 
sucking the life out of us, we are burned 
out, we are tired, but ; we can't see be-
yond the glare, because it has chained 
us so terribly that we rely on it for ev-
erything. Technology is not a peril, but 
an absolute enslavement to it, is the 
catalyst which incites all the trouble.

The technology has undoubtedly 
reduced the hard toil of man, but has 
miserably failed to solace him. He has 
diverged from the essence of joyful liv-
ing, by succumbing to its hegemony. 
Though digital revolution coupled with 
popularly growing social networking 
sites, has brought people of distant 
lands togather, but the virtual affin-
ity has hollowed our connections to 
the extent that they collapse even by a 
slightly louder voice. Adhesion and glue 
of  love and sympathy that would bind 
the relationships togather, has evapo-
rated into the thin air. The gadgets 
and gizmos have enslaved our nerves, 
and have exhausted  basic human val-
ues and ethics from our lives. Kinships 
have fallen casualties to its charm. 
Connecting with dear ones beyond the 
realms of the digital world, is an anti-
dote for our miseries, because man by 
nature enjoys and relishes in the com-
pany of his own people. Solitude suits 
Allah SWT alone. But, our prioritised 
solipsism has thinned our blood ties 
and familial bonds.

The hackneyed pursuit of happiness 

has landed Ibni-Adam into a rat race 
where like an ambitious tyrant, he 
tramples everything under his feet. 
Delicate human feelings fall prey to 
the oblivion caused by absolute lust 
of awe-full monopoly to rise above all. 
Accumulating surplus wealth with the 
help of gadgets, has become the ambi-
tion of contemporary man, and in the 
hunt, he tumbles beyond set standards 
of humanity. Consequently, solitude 
and reclusion has become his fate. He 
is alone despite having hundreds and 
thousands around him. He is busy in 
accumulating physical comforts at the 
cost of his inner peace and happiness.

Likewise, he has chosen to purchase 
depression, anxiety and insomnia for 
himself. Just like a desperate sailor, he 
craves for drops because oceans never 
help man to quench his thirst, given the 
bitterness caused by excessive salts in 
it. A big house, luxury car, hefty bank 

balance and precious outfits are not the 
truest parameters of happiness. Pursual 
of material comforts is not a sin, but 
hankering only after it, kills the real joy 
of life. Our ancestors had not all that we 
have, but they had blissful, exhilarated 
and contented lives, because they were 
not greedy. We have been fiddling with 
our palm lines to store agony, affliction 
and perturbation in our fates.

Though the entire world has shrunk 
to a digital village, but, contrarily, the 
distances between human bonds have 
widened swiftly. The digital connectiv-
ity has badly failed to connect hearts, 
rather has been detrimental in our de-
teriorating social and familial ties. The 
advent of smartphones has proven the 
last nail in the coffin. None has time 
because everyone is busy over noth-
ing. Scroll up and down the digital 
stuff on the smartphone screens, con-
sumes our bulk of time. We don't have 

time for our own children and parents. 
Relationships have suffered terribly to 
digital deluge. Unheard and unseen hu-
man feelings are crushed to death.

Man has become the prisoner of the 
gadgets and digital systems. Excessive 
screentime has not only proven hazard-
ous for his familial and social bonds, 
but has effected his physical, spiritual 
, mental and emotional health. Obesity 
like ailments are growing rapidly. 
People have become sluggish, slothful 
and somnolent. Our young generation 
is highly vulnerable to different health 
issue because they spend most of their 
time on browsing and surfing. It is 
not only pernicious for our individual 
health, but it is hindering our academic 
pursuits, scientific works, research 
projects and developmental progres-
sion. Our fertile brains are devoured by 
the serpent of social media and other 
digital platforms. Our youngsters tragi-
cally waste their productive years of 
life in trivial issues, while as great na-
tions never let it happen. They make 
it sure that their youth spend time in 

laboratories and libraries, though inter-
net is a great supplementary source of 
knowledge and information.

Another side of the picture is darker and 
distressing. Technology has dried out cher-
ished values from our lives. Glorification 
of violence by different social media plat-
forms has unleashed a reign of terror in 
our society. Stabbing incidents by juve-
niles is increasing. Crime against women 
is on rise, because the latent criminal stuff 
in youth is scratched by provocative con-
tent on internet. Consequently, the crime 
curve is moving up.

Our fathers and forefathers had no 
big degrees and certificates to their 
credit, but they were the embodiments 
of empathy, love, loyalty and compas-
sion. Their hearts were fountains of 
sympathy which would irrigate entire 
villages and towns, leaving behind 
none. But, now, the tech-savy netizens 
have divorced that essence of life. We 
hardly pay a visit to our sister's in-laws 
home, we rarely visit our ailing relatives 
and friends, rather text a message " Get 
well soon". With the result, saccharin-
ity in relationships is gone. People are 
no longer connected to their dear ones 
though they have virtual connectivity.

Integrating technology with life is 
quite important and inevitable, but, 
succumbing to its pitfalls is distress-
ing. Judicious use of it will help us to 
strike a fine balance between subtle 
human feelings and the technological 
brunt. Allama Iqbal AR has summed it 
up very beautifully : Hai Dil Kay Liyay 
Mout Masheenu Ki Hukumat, Ehsaasi 
Murawat Ko Kuchal Daytay Hai'n Aalat 
(Death to the heart, machines stand 
sovereign, Machines that crush all 
sense of human kindness).

The author is an Academician and 
Columnist. He can be reached at mush-

taqhurra143@gmail.com

OUR FATHERS AND 
FOREFATHERS HAD NO BIG 
DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES 
TO THEIR credit, but they 
were the embodiments of 
empathy, love, loyalty and 
compassion. Their hearts were 
fountains of sympathy which 
would irrigate entire villages 
and towns, leaving behind 
none. But, now, the tech-savy 
netizens have divorced that 
essence of life.

The importance of talent 
development for our economic future
By Khulood Al Mazrouei

We are living in an age of disruption, 
with fast-paced technological change 
creating new economic opportunities 
daily. As such, technical fields, such as 
engineering, are globally viewed as key 
to securing future-proof careers with a 
high growth trajectory.

In the UAE, our leaders recognise 
this fact and have set targets to im-
prove educational attainment in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) subjects at schools. This 
is the foundation on which to build a 
diversified, knowledge-based economy 
and enhance the competitiveness of 
our country.

However, the reality is that access 
continues to be a key barrier for entry 
to STEM careers in the UAE. According 
to 3M’s State of Science Index, released 
late last year, 73 per cent of those who 
responded in the UAE say that despite 
wanting to pursue careers in these 
fields, there is a lack of access to STEM 
programmes and initiatives, including 
too few STEM educators/teachers.

How do we bridge this gap between 
understanding the importance of STEM, 
and young people making careers in 
these fields?

Industrial players like Etihad Rail 
have a significant opportunity and 
responsibility to take the lead in pro-
viding what young people are asking 
for as they consider their STEM career 
options. Experienced practitioners in 
companies like ours can offer a wealth 
of information and insights. As a result, 
these companies are front and centre as 
role models that young people would 
like to engage with to better under-
stand employment options, not just 
within our organisation, but also at uni-
versities and vocational schools, shar-
ing their expertise with prospective rail 

practitioners.
Another strong motivation is on-the-

job training. At Etihad Rail, we take 
this responsibility seriously, launching 
the first of its kind railway diploma 
in the UAE, a three-year program, in 

collaboration with ADVETI, Abu Dhabi's 
Vocational Education and Training 
Institute, in 2017 to enhance the UAE's 
rail industry and further create oppor-
tunities for young Emirati students to 
specialise in professions including train 

captain, train controller, rolling stock 
technician, system technician, on track 
equipment operator, and track mainte-
nance operative.

These programmes have, for ex-
ample, nurtured the UAE’s first Emirati 

male and female Train Captains and 
Train Controller – who are an inspira-
tion to young Emiratis in this emerging 
industry and will pave the path forward 
for the new generation of young and 
talented female Emirati engineers.

Students on the cusp of making 
career choices can also benefit from 
unique work experiences, as it of-
fers them a glimpse into the real-life 
benefits of a challenging yet reward-
ing job in industrials. In addition to 
our internal training, we have cre-
ated partnerships with a broad range 
of organisations with whom we work 
on arranging regular training pro-
grams and workshops led by industry 
experts, contributing to the quality 
of their work experience and career 
development. This includes overseas 
trips and placements with partners al-
lowing our employees to benefit from 
world-leading expertise.

We are actively using these examples 
to recruit Emirati graduates, offering 
them ample opportunities to develop 
their technical and business skills in a 
modern, commercially driven pioneer-
ing organization. This exposure is key to 
correct possible misconceptions about 
STEM careers and broadens students’ 
perceptions about their options – pro-
viding some insight into the breadth of 
STEM work.

While these measures may seem 
common sense, there is a need to do 
more of this as an industry and a coun-
try. As industrial players, we must re-
double our efforts to encourage young 
people into STEM careers, to show what 
it means to be a professional in a sci-
ence, technology, engineering, or math-
ematics field. In that way, we are fulfill-
ing our obligation to the nation.

The article was originally published 
by Khaleej Times
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Govt of Jammu and Kashmir
Department of Sheep Husbandry

Office Of The District Sheep Husbandry Officer Budgam
(Phone No 01951-255229   Email Id:- budgamdsho@gmail.com

Tech Section
Notification No 7
Dated:- 30-8-23

Subject:  Provisional selection list of beneficiaries under different income generating Schemes for the year 2023-24.
 Ref No:- 1 NO: DSHOB/Tech/2023-24/1268-75,dated 21.6.23
	 2 NO: DSHOB/Tech/2023-24/1236-51, dated 20.6.23
Whereas applications for establishment of Sheep/shearing units under different schemes for the year 23-24 were invited vide this office advertisement 
Nos mentioned above
Whereas in response to this, good number of applications were received from all CD Blocks under all schemes. The details of applications received under 
different schemes are as under 
Statistics of Application Forms received under different Schemes & their status

S.NO SCHEME/Component Applications recieved
1 RKVY/ISDS Retrival 2217
2 ISDS Participatory mode 10 Ewes 1456
3 ISDS Subsidy 20 Ewes 1891
4 ISDS Shearing units 255
5 Infrastructure for the welfare of tribals 165

Total 5984

Whereas selection of beneficiaries under all the above mentioned schemes was carried out by the designated District Level selection Committee at Dis-
trict Sheep Husbandry Office Budgam on 29-8-2023 by Draw of Lots in response to this office No DSHOB/Tech/Units/2023-24/1826-44, dated 19.8.23
  The selection list of beneficiaries is hereby enclosed as Annexue A  
Note: -The selection of applicants is purely on provisional basis and is subject to the following conditions: -
1. Fulfilment of all the codal formalities as detailed in the operational guidelines of the scheme.
2. Submission of all the relevant documents for established of the unit.
3. Establishment of 01 unit per household (Ration card).
4. Submission of the final techno feasibility by the concerned committee.
                                                                                                                                        Annexure A   
                                                                                       BLOCKWISE SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SUBSIDY UNITS (General Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE GENDER P HALQA CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Beerwah Abdul Rasheed Hajam Abdul Jabar Hajam Otligam Male Otligam General 9103152025
2 Beerwah Hilal Ahmad Reshi Nazir Ahmad Reshi Sail Male Kandoora General 9596888204
3 Beerwah Gulzar Ahmad Chopan Ghulam Ahmad Chopan Ranipora Male Otligam General 9858817811
4 Khag Bashir Ahmad Malik Gh Mohd Malik Shunglipora Male Shunglipora B General 7889580849
5 Khag Ab Rasheed Malik Gh Mohd Malik Shunglipora Male Shunglipora General 9906073864
6 Khag Manzoor Ahmad Tantray Gh Mohd Tantray Ichama Male Ichama General Na
7 Narbal Gh Mohd Akhoon Mohd Sultan Akhoon Arath Male Arath General 9103146271
8 Narbal Manzoor Ah Khan Sanaullah Khan Kawoosa Male Kawoosa General 6006021057
9 Narbal Hilal Ahmad Ganie Mohd Akbar Ganie Peth Kanihama Male Peth Kanihama General 7006782137
10 Rathsun Owais Ahmad Ganie Abdul Rehman Ganie Malpora Machhama Male Meerpora General 7051524054
11 Rathsun Shahida Assad Assdullah Bhat Ohangam Female Ohangam General 7051432118
12 Rathsun Ashiq Hussain Sheikh Gh Hassan Sheikh Chewdara Male Chewdara General 9149562112
13 S.K.Pora Bilal Ahmad War Gh Mohd War Adina Male Watmagam General 7006598885
14 S.K.Pora Ab Rashid Dar Gh Mohd Dar S.K.Pora Male S.K.Pora General 9149414231
15 S.K.Pora Muzafar Ah Chopan Ab Rehman Chopan Chairhara Male S.K.Pora General 7051238700
16 Budgam Riyaz Ahmad Dar Ali Mohd Dar Chowdhri Bagh Male Galwanpora General 7889815721
17 Budgam Abdul Majeed Ganaie Ghulam Rasool Ganaie Ichgam Budgam Male Ichgam-C General 9541982700
18 Budgam Mushtaq Ahmad Wani Ali Mohd Wani Nspora Male Nspora B General 7889320003
19 Khansahib Ali Mohammad Bhat Ghulam Hassan Bhat Yarisutroo Male Kalshiporo General 6005897381
20 Khansahib Mubeena Akther W/O Ghulam Qudir Dar Raithan Female Raithan General 8899974883
21 Khansahib Mohd Shafi Sheikh Gh Hassan Sheikh Lanilab Male Mujpathri General 7006072773
22 Waterhail Ghulam Nabi Wani Ghulam Mohammad Wani Hukhlatri Male Hukhlatri General 6006705253
23 Waterhail Fayaz Ahmad Wani Ali Mohammad Wani Lassipora Male Parthan General 7006757281
24 Waterhail Mohd Shabir Shah Ghulam Qadir Shah Ramhama Male Hukhlatri General 7006806511
25 Soibugh Bashir Ahmad Dar Mohd Ramzan Dar Chattabugh Male Chattabugh General 8803451378
26 Soibugh Ab Lateef Wani Khazir Mohd Wani Chattabugh Male Chattabugh General 8082452505
27 Soibugh Arshid Ahmad Malla Abdul Rashid Mala Kamapora Male Warsangam General 7889616509
28 Sukhnag Sameer Ahmad Najar Ghulam Nabi Najar Utterpora Male Utterpora General 9103276531
29 Sukhnag Hilal Ahmad Sheikh Gh Rasool Sheikh Hanj Garoo Male Kralnewa General NA
30 Sukhnag Sajad Ahmad Shaikh Bashir Ahmad Sheikh Zago Kharin Male Zago General 9906576483
31 Parnewa Zubair Ahmed Khan Abdul Rehman Khan Wager Male Wager General 7006826465
32 Parnewa Raja Bano W/o Manzoor Ah Bhat Kulbugh Female Parnewa General 9541121256
33 Parnewa Rukhsana Akhter W/O Bilal Ah Bandroo Banderpora Female Parnewa General 9541958029
34 Chadoora Zubair Ah Bhat Fayaz Ah Bhat Hushroo Male Hushroo General 9906214741
35 Chadoora Nisar Ah Baba Gh Hassan Baba Kanir Male Kanir General 6006869198
36 Chadoora Jan Mohammad Bhat Ghulam Mohammad Bhat Balapora Male Batapora General 9596295173
37 B.K.Pora Dilshada Ali Reyaz Ahmad Dar Kultreh Female Kultreh General 8082451501
38 B. K. Pora Ulfat Shabir Shabir Ah Sofi Kralapora Female Kralapora General 9541247539
39 B.K.Pora Raja Bano Mohd Shafi Ganaie Wagoora Female Wagoora General 7889668882
40 Surasyar Bilal Ah Mir Gh Mohd Mir Surasyar Male Bunyar General 7051795702
41 Sursyar Sheeraz Ah Chopan Mohd Shaban Chopan Kheerigund Male Kheerigund General 9696540572
42 Sursyar Nazir Ahmed Nengroo Ab Aziz Nengroo Gogjipathri Male Gogjipathri General 9797931195
43 Nagam Shabir  Ahmad  Hajam Yousif. Hajam Watakuloo Kralgam Male Ladden General 8493009195
44 Nagam Arshid Ah. Dar Ab. Khaliq. Dar Brinjan Male Brinjan General 7298547719
45 Nagam Ab. Ahad. Dar Gh. Mohmmad. Dar Brinjan Male Brinjan General 9149672362
46 Pakherpora Ab Salam Bhat Mohd Abdullah Bhat Futilpora Male Futilpora General 7051720274
47 Pakherpora Shabir Ah Khatana Nikha Khanata Nagbal Male Nagbal General /ST 9906686487
48 Pakherpora Ab Salam Wagay Gh Mohd Wagay Kanidajan Male Kanidajan General 9622679500
49 Char-E-Shareef Mushtaq Ah Shah Jalal din Shah Charar I Sharief Male Batapora General 9419322585
50 Char-E-Shareef Afroza Akhtar Wife Bilal Ah Bhat Darkanen Female Zeanpanchal General 7006412288
51 Char-E-Shareef Zahida Akther Javaid Ah Nengroo Chrawani Female Chrawani General 8492025701
DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SUBSIDY UNITS (General Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE SEX P HALQA CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Nagam Mohammad Haseeb Najar Ghulam Mohmmad Najar Nagam Male Nagam General 9541435292
2 Pakherpora Mohd Rafiq Khatana Ali Mohd Khatana CC Nar Male Cc Nar General/ST 8082516266
3 Sukhnag Mohd Amin Rather Ghulam Mohd Rather Ramhama Male Kralnewa General 9103982231
4 Surasyar Bashir Ah Mir Gh Qadir Mir Pethyar Surasyar Male Bunyar General 8899062503
5 Parnewa Bashir Ahmad Sheikh Abdul Aziz Sheikh Parnewa Male Parnewa General 9906965278
6 Waterhail Farooq Ahmad Dar Mohammad Akbar Dar Hukhlatri Male Hukhlatri General N/A
7 Narbal Manzoor Ahmad Chopan Gh Rasool Chopan Khawoosa Male Kawoosa General 9906616102
8 Khansahib Javid Ahmad Ganie Fareed Ahmad Ganie Soznipora Male Kralpathri General 9906177959
9 Chadoora Gh Rasool Mir Habibullah Mir Hushroo Male Hushroo General 7889505387
 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SUBSIDY UNITS(Women Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE SEX P HALQA CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Budgam Farooqa Bano W/O Mohd Amin Dar Razwan Female Razwan General 9797924041
2 B.K.Pora Mahjabeena Bano Aabid Faroor Teli Brarigund Female Brarigund General 7006685832
3 Khansahib Shamima Akhter Haroon Ahmad Bhat Shanipora Female Shanipora General 9797867757
4 Khag Ruqiya Bano Manzoor Ah Kataray Gujjarpati Female Drung General 8491046232
5 Nagam Muneera Bano Fayaz Ahmad. bhat Loolipora Female Loolipora General     9797071176
6 Beerwah Qurat Ul Amin Mohammad Amin Sheikh Chanthan Checkpora Female Chanthan Checkpora General 7889857658

7 Sukhnag Yasmeena Akhter Abdul Aziz Lone Mashoon Female Dasan General 9149447198
8 Char-E-Shareef Shafeeqa Bano Bashir Ah Dar Brenpathri Female K Nowgam General 6006387131
9 Sursyar Yasmeena Akhtar Tanveer Ah khatana Gogjipathri Female Gogjipathri General 9622667244
BLOCKWISE SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SUBSIDY UNITS (ST Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Sukhnag Muneera Bano W/O Mohd Shareef 

Paswal
Ringzabal Ringzabal Female S.T 9596020468

2 Sukhnag Mohd Ashraf Paswal Mohd Abdullah Ringzabal Ringzabal Male S.T 8899914622
3 Khag Javid Ahmad Gojar Dar Gh Mohd Gojar Labrin Dalwash Male S.T 6006732070
4 Khag Manzoor Ah Gojar Dar Ali Mohd Gojar Dar Labrin Dalwash Male S.T 9119745098
5 Khansahib Rubeena Akhter Mohd Shafi Khatana Gurwaith Kalan Gurwaith A Female S.T 9906501890
6 Khansahib Bilal Ahmed Kalas Shair Mohammad Kalas Kachwari Kachwari A Male S.T 9541166425
7 Nagam Bashir. Ahmad Khatana Gh. Qadir. Khatana Watakuloo Watakuloo Male S.T 9797026760
8 Nagam Tanveer. Ahmad. Khatana Shiekh. Mohmmad. 

Khatana
Watakuloo Watakuloo Male S.T 9149483423

9 Pakherpora Mukhtar Ah Gorsi Ab Kareem Gorsi Nagbal Nagbal Male S.T 8899666343
10 Pakherpora Mohd Yousuf Poswal Gh Mohd Poswal Nagabal Nagabal Male S.T Nil 
11 Surasyar Mukhtar Ahmad Jehara Mamdin Jehara Jabbad Branwar Jabbad Male S.T 9596540467
12 Surasyar Saif Ud Din Lali Gh Mohd Lali Jabbad Branwar Jabbad Male S.T 9622891045
DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SUBSIDY UNITS (ST Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Khansahib Mohd Shafi Bajad Gh Hassan Bajad Gojithaji Gojithaji Male S.T 9541984787
2 Pakherpora Muzaffar Ah Poswal Bashir Ah Poswal Nagbal Nagbal Male S.T 9622674388
3 Nagam Mohmmad. Yousif. Khatana Ghulam. Qadir. Khatana Baji Pathri Watakuloo Watakuloo Male S.T 6005794212
4 Surasyar Gh Mohd Jehara Shamsudin Jehara Jabbad Branwar Jabbad Male S.T 9906619643
5 Khag Aqib Ali Dar Gojar Ali Mohd Gojar Dar Dadoora Hamchipora Male S.T 9149678386
 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS PARTICIPATORY MODE UNITS (General Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Beerwah Ghulam Nabi Hajam Ali Mohammad Hajam Kandora Kandora Male General 7006418553
2 Nagam Tariq Ah Bhat Ab Gani Bhat Qazipora Qazipora Male General 6006585612
3 Parnewa Mohd Ashraf Mir Ab Gani Mir Wagar Wagar Male General 7051037411
4 Khansahib Ishfiq Ahmad Dar Ghulam Mohammad Dar Kalshipora Kalshipora Male General 8899679369
5 Chadoora Rayees Ahmad Teli Ab Khaliq Teli Batapora Batapora Male General 9682548495
6 Pakherpora Mohd Yousuf Bhat Ab Rehman Bhat Karapora Charipora Male General 9541626036
7 Soibugh Shabir Ahmad Dar Mohd Ramzaan Dar Wadwan Wadwan Male General 6005675242
8 Sukhnag Irsad Ahmad Dar Abdul Khaliq Dar Rawalpora Rawalpora Male General 9697129815
9 Khag Ab Hamid Paswal Gh Mohd Paswal Gujarpati Drung Male General 7780932437
10 Surasyar Mohd Shafi Jahara Gh Qadir Jahra Jabbad Jabbad Male General /ST 9541132643
11 Char-E-Sharief Mohd Sidiq Bhat Mohd Ismail Bhat Nowgam K Nowgam Male General 9596320472
12 Budgam Mohd Hussain Dar Gh Mohd Dar Ichgam Ichgam Male General 9797896510
 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS PARTICIPATORY MODE UNITS (ST Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Pakherpora Nazir Ah Paswal Gh Qadir Paswal Nagbal Nagbal Male ST 9596967657
2 Surasyar Arshid Ah Khari Mohd Shafi Khari Bonen Bonen Male ST 7051985644
3 Sukhnag Bashir Ahmad Lal Dudin Ringzabal Ringzabal Male ST 9103227851
 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS PARTICIPATORY MODE UNITS (Women Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Khansahib Ishrat Mukthar W/O Mohammad Rafiq 

Khan
Dragger Dragger Female General 9596243295

2 Budgam Tasleema Akhter Gh Mohd Dar Ichgam Ichgam Female General 9018737831

 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SHEARING UNITS (General Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Khansahib Abdul Rahim Kumar Ghulam Mohammad 

Kumar
Kralnar Kalshipora Male General 7006879719

2 Surasyar Mohd Ashraf Wagay Ab Aziz Wagay Bonen Bonen Male General NA
3 Parnewa Mehraj Uddin Bhat Ali Mohammad Bhat Bugroo Bugroo A Male General 6006020513
4 B.K.Pora Gowhar Gulzar Gulzar Ahmad Tailwani S K Bagh S K Bagh Male General 6006373739
5 Chadoora Fazil Fayaz Fayaz Ah Hajam Kralwari Kralwari Male General 9596931716
6 Budgam Farooq Ahmad Chopan Abdul Rehman Chopan Nasrullahpora Nspora A Male General 9797017291
7 Waterhail Bilal Ahmad Sheikh Ghulam Mohammad 

Sheikh
Hukhlatri Hukhlatri Male General 6005207254

 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF ISDS SHEARING UNITS (ST Category)
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Nagam Bashir Ah Khatana Mohd Yusuf khatana Watkulu Watkulu Male ST 6006732521

 BLOCKWISE SELECTION LIST OF RKVY RETRIVAL UNITS 
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Beerwah Farooq Ahmad Zargar Gh Ahmad Zargar Otligam Otligam Male General 6005169146
2 RATHSUN Hilal Ahmad Parray Gh Mohidin Paray Rathsun Rathsun Male General 8899300847
3 S.K.PORA Mohd Ashraf Malla Abdul Gaffar Malla Hardu Malpora Malpora Male General 9906101568
4 KHAG Mudasir Ahmad Khan Mohd Lateef Khan Zogyari Kokerbagh Male General 8082584963
5 Narbal Farooq Ahmad Bhat Gh Mohiuddin Bhat Narbal Narbal MALE General 9622368690
6 Waterhail Mahjabeena Bano Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar Waterhail Waterhail Female General 9797902583
7 Soibugh Zahid Ahmad Ganaie Ghulam Ahmad Ganaie Soibugh Warsangam Male General 9797508394
8 Budgam Mushtaq Ah. Bhat S/O Ab. Aziz Bhat Choon Choon Male General 6005704141
9 Sukhnag Ab Majeed Magray Ghulam Ah Magray Brass Chill Male General 8803215567
10 Parnewa Ab Rashid Ganaie Ali Mohd Ganaie Palpora Palpora Male General 9541072251
11 CHADOORA Mahmooda Bano W/O Gh Mohiuddin Dar Zoohama Zoohama Female General 6005084008
12 SURASYAR Nazir Ah Dar Ali Mohd Dar Chan Gund Nowhar Male General 7051768819
13 B. K. PORA Gulshana Ab Hamid Wani Manchowa Manchowa Female General 7889902340
14 Nagam Bilal Ahmed Dar Ab Rashid Dar Badipora Badipora Male General 9906545977
15 PAKHERPORA Dilnawaz Habib Habibullah Sheroo Checkmohanpora Pakharpora Male General 8899614149
16 CHARI-E-

SHAREEF
Manzoor Ah Chopan Gh Nabi Chopan Fresdam K Nowgam Male General 6006299156

17 Khansahib Javid Ahmad Baht Ali Mohd Bhat Dabipora Dabipora Male General 9541612443
 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF RKVY RETRIVAL UNITS 
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA SEX CATEGORY CONTACT
1 Sukhnag Rubeena Bano D/O (Mohd SHafi Khan Zoogu Kharien Female MALE         General 9320608305
2 Nagam Mohammad altaf dar Mohammad Akbar dar Brinjan Brinjan MALE General 6005898908
3 Khansahib Gulzar Ahmed Bhat Ghulam Qudir Bhat Shamasabad Shamasabad MALE General 7006353460
4 CHADOORA  Rubeena Bashir w/o Tanveer Ah Ganie Gund Rajab Mahnoor Female General 7006440955
5 Parnewa Ab. Rashid Tantray S/O Ab. Rehman Tantray Fallchil Fallchil Male General 9596553910
 BLOCKWISE SELECTION LIST OF UNITS UNDER INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE WELFARE OF TRIBALS 
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA  CONTACT
1 Khag Noor Mohd Dar Gojar Gh Mohd Dar Gojar Labrin Dalwash 9541084318
2 Khag Bashir Ahmad Gojar Khokhar Mohd Sultan Kokarbagh Kokerbagh 9906850463
3 Sukhnag Mukhtar Ahmad Kasana Ghulam Din Kasana Ringzabal Ringzabal 9858111224
4 Sukhnag Mehraj-Ud-Din Badhana Salam Uddin Badhana Ringazabal Ringzabal 6006173974
5 Surasyar Mohd Iqbal Thekrey Ab Ahad Thekrey Shreenpora Pahad Jadden 9797360457
6 Surasyar Mudasir Ahmad Jehara Gh Mohmad Jehara Branwar Jabbad N.A
7 Nagam Nazir Ah Khatana Raj Wali Khatana Watkulu Watkulu 8491022626
8 Nagam Ghulam Hassan Chichi Baj Mohd Chichi Bajpathri Watkulu 9622432904
9 Pakherpora Muneer Ah Khatana Mohd Abdullah Khatana Nagbal Nagbal 8082323113
10 Pakherpora Mushtaq Ah Gorsi Qadir Baksh Gorsi Nagbal Nagbal 9622829692
11 Khansahib Gh Hassan Khatana Gh Ahamad Khatana Shalnar Frestwar 9797294338
12 Khansahib Bashir Ahmad Gujar Kalas Jalal Ud Din Gojar Kalas Freslub, Kachwari Kachwari B 9469993586
 DISTRICT LEVEL SELECTION LIST OF UNITS UNDER INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE WELFARE OF TRIBALS
S.NO BLOCK NAME OF APPLICANT PARENTAGE RESIDENCE P HALQA CONTACT
1 Pakherpora Shabir Hussain Mohd Husssain Gorsi Nagbal Nagbal 9596144574
2 Sukhnag Shreef Ahmad Kasana Ghulam Din Kasana Rngazabal Ringzabal 7051651269
3 Khansahib Mohd Ashraf Bujraan Bashir Ah Bujraan Gojithaji Check Shera 9682325941

DIPK-8716/23 dated: 13-09-2023

SRI PRATAP COLLEGE
NAAC RE-ACCREDITED GRADE-A+ 

CLUSTER UNIVERSITY SRINAGAR
M. A. Road, Srinagar, J&K-190001

Ref. No.: SPC/2133	 Dated: 11-09-2023

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF  JRF

Applications are invited from interested and motivated candidates for the post of Junior Research 
Fellow (JRF) in a time bound research project for a temporary period, purely on contract basis as per 
the following details.	
Position Junior Research Fellow (JRF)
Number of Vacancy 01
Project Title Synthesis Of Carbon Quantum Dots From Apncot Shell For Decoration Ap-

plications
Department Post-graduate Department of Physics
Project Tenure 03 Years
Job description To work on synthesis of carbon quantum dots for decoration applications.
Essential Qualification M. Sc. (Physics/Nanotechnology/Matcrial Science) 1 B.E./B.Tech. (Nanotech-

nology/ Materials Science) or equivalent degree, with 55% marks and passing 
of NET-LS/GATE test.

Age Limit 28 Yrs
Age Relaxation The upper age limit is relax-able up-to 5 years in case of candidates belong-

ing to schedule castes/tnbes/OBC, women and physically handicapped 
candidates

Fellowship Rs. 31,000/- pm+18% HRA (as per institute norms) in 1st & 2nd years Rs 
35000/'- pm +18% HRA (as per institute norms) in 3rd year upon up-
gradation.

Funding agency Council for Scientific and Industrial Research-Human Resource Development 
Group (CSIR-HRDG), CS1R Complex, Pusa, New Delhi-12.

The eligible candidates should apply by filling the Google form https.//forms.
gle/8tH9GzAAwTaiR6Jb8. Applications along with attested copies of all certificates.documents 
indicating qualification, percentage of marks in qualifying examination, age, and details of any re-
search or other experience, if any. should also be send to the principal investigator via email: drkhur-
sheda@gmaiLcom as a single PDF file within 10 days from the publication of this advertisement 
notice. Furthermore, the position is purely temporary and co-terminus with the project.
The date of interview will be communicated via email to the eligible candidates. No TA/DA will be 
paid for attending the interview
Prof. (Dr.)Gh JeelanI Qureshi
   (Principal)    	 Dr Khurshed Ahmad Shah 
DIPK-8771/23 	 ( Principal Investigator
DATED: 13-09-2023

New Study Shows Smoking 
Can Make You Age Faster
IANS

If you want to stay young and 
healthy for long, then quit 
smoking as it might not only 
harm your lungs and overall 
health, but can also make you 
age faster, according to a study 
of nearly 500,000 people

The study, presented at the 
European Respiratory Society 
International Congress in Milan, 
Italy, showed that smoking short-
ens the end fragments of chromo-
somes in the white blood cells of 
our immune systems.

The length of these end frag-
ments, called telomeres, is an 
indicator of how quickly we age 
and our cells' ability to repair 
and regenerate.

“Our study shows that 
smoking status and cigarette 
quantity can result in the 
shortening of leukocyte telo-
mere length, which is an in-
dicator of tissue self-repair, 
regeneration and ageing. In 
other words, smoking can ac-
celerate the process of ageing, 
while quitting may consider-
ably decrease the related risk,” 
said Siyu Dai, Assistant Pro-
fessor in the School of Clinical 

Medicine at Hangzhou Normal 
University in China. Telomeres 
are lengths of repetitive DNA 
sequences that protect the ends 
of chromosomes.

Each time a cell divides, the 
telomeres become slightly short-
er, eventually becoming so short 
that the cell can no longer divide 
successfully, and it dies. This is 
part of the ageing process.

Telomere length in white 
blood cells (called leukocytes) 
has been linked previously to 
smoking, but, until now, there 
has been little research into 
whether smoking status and the 
quantity of cigarettes smoked 

actually caused the shortening 
in telomere length.

The researchers used ge-
nomic data from 472,174 UK 
Biobank participants, related 
to current smokers, those who 
never smoked, and for people 
who had smoked previously.

They found that current 
smoking status was statistically 
significantly associated with 
shorter leukocyte telomere length, 
whereas previous smokers and 
people who had never smoked 
didn't show significantly shorter 
leukocyte telomere length.

Among people who used to 
smoke, there was a trend to-

wards shorter telomere length, 
but this was not statistically 
significant. People who smoked 
the greater number of ciga-
rettes had significantly shorter 
leukocyte telomere length.

“In summary, smoking 
may cause the shortening of 
leukocyte telomere length, and 
the more cigarettes smoked, 
the stronger the shortening ef-
fect,” said Dai.

“In recent years, obser-
vational studies have linked 
shortened leukocyte telomere 
length with many diseases, 
such as cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes and muscle loss. This 
means that the effect of smok-
ing on telomere length probably 
plays a critical role in these dis-
eases, although more research 
is needed to understand the un-
derlying mechanisms.

“Our study adds to the evi-
dence that smoking causes age-
ing. As there are clear health 
benefits of smoking cessation, 
it is time to include cessation 
support as well as treatment 
into daily clinical management 
to help us to create a smoke-free 
environment for the next gen-
eration,” Dai added.
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E-mail:-techrbpul786@gmail.com
Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION PULWAMA
e-TENDER NOTICE

E-NIT No:148/8498-8508/EEP/RNB/of 2023-24 Dated.12-09-2023  
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT term e-tenders (In Single Cover system) are invited on %age Basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for the following work : -

S. No Name of Work

 Adv. 
Cost 
(Rs. 

Lacs.

Cost 
of T/D 
(Rs.)

Earnest 
Money

 (In %age.) 

Time of 
Completion 
in working 

Days

Class of 
Contract

Major 
Head of 

Accounts

Administra-
tive Accord 

Approval No:

Technical 
Sanction No./

Date 

Call 
No:

1

Construction of Sol-
id Waste Manage-
ment Site at Ram-
bhirpora Nagam 
Tehsil Pulwama.

146.29 2600/-
2% of
Adv.
Cost

365 AAY FC 
Grants

MC/PUL/
Works/ 

1222-25 Dt. 
22-08-2023

CE(R&B) K/
TS/60 of 

2023-24 dt. 
06-09-2023

1st 
Call

Status of Technical Sanction: Approved ,                                    Project Authority:  Chief Ex. Officer Municipal Council Pulwama.
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions 
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date 
given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice                                                                          12 -09-2023
2. Bid downloading Start Date         13 -09-2023 from 10:00 A.M
3. Bid submission Start Date         13 -09-2023 from 10:00 A.M
4. Bid Submission End Date          30 -09-2023 up to 04:00 P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)      02-10--2023 at 10:30 A.M

6. Submission of Performance Security (PS)
Within three (03) days of receipt of LOA. (The First lowest successful bidder has to provide 5% 
of allotted cost as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and EMD of 2% shall 
be released after receipt of5% Performance security.

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan /Receipt as per Annexure -C (Debited 
to M.H.0059 PWD) and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama (The Date of 
Treasury Challan and EMD should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date.

2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automat-
ically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web 
Site in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama

3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
4. EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of the Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama
5. The normal deposits (deducted @ 10% from running bills) shall be released after the DLP of the work is over.  
6. The Contractors are advised to visit the site and to be aware of the conditions for launching at site of work before quoting the 

rates.
7. The contractor shall also be responsible for any theft/ damage to any of the component at site and the cost of damage/ theft if 

any shall be deducted from the work done or CDR of the Contractor till completion of work and handing over.
8. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG 

in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama within three (03) days after the date of receipt of letter of acceptance and 
shall be released after successful completion of DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond DLP

9. Bid Performance Security shall be released after successful completion of Defective liability period and DLP period shall be 
Thirty Six (36) months after completion of work except buildings and Bridges.

                                        Sd/-                                                                      Sd/- Sd/-
                                 Head Draftsman                                     Technical Officer Executive Engineer
 R&B Division PulwamaDIPK-8775-23

DT: 13/09/2023

Return Property Papers To 
Borrowers Within 30 Days Of 
Repayment Or Pay Rs 5k/Day For 
Delay, RBI To Banks

Govt Exploring Legal Options Against Electric 
2-Wheeler Cos For Not Complying With FAME II Norms

Govt Earmarks Rs 1,650 Cr 
For Additional 75 Lakh LPG 
Connections Under Ujjwala

Vehicles Catching Fire A Matter 
Of Concern, Kerala Forms Panel

Won't Make 6 Airbags 
Mandatory For Cars, Says 
Nitin Gadkari

‘India's First Electric 
Highway's Pilot Project In 
Nagpur’: Gadkari

Div Com Jammu Reviews Land Issues Of 
Industries Department
DCs asked to resolve bottlenecks, facilitate development of Industrial Estates

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Divisional Commissioner 
Jammu Ramesh Kumar Wednesday 
reviewed the establishment of Indus-
trial Estates in the Districts and the 
land related issues of the Industries & 
Commerce Department.

The Div Com reviewed in detail 
the land acquisition for industrial Es-
tates in Kathua, Samba, Jammu and 
Udhampur districts and bottlenecks 
being confronted by the stakeholder 
Departments.

The meeting was attended by MD 
SIDCO/SICOP,  Inderjeet; MD JPDCL, 
Shivanant Tayal; Chief Conservator of 
Forest, B Mohan Dass; Regional Direc-
tor Pollution Control Board, Sat Paul; 
besides Chief Engineers of JPDCL, As-
sistant Commissioner central, Angrej 
Singh; while Director Industries, Dep-
uty Commissioners of Kathua, Samba, 
Jammu and Udhampur along with 

other concerned officers attended the 
meeting through video conferencing.

Threadbare discussions were held 
regarding augmentation of existing 
and development of new Estates, be-
sides the progress made in resolving 
the land related issues of the Indus-
tries Department pending in the dis-
tricts.

The concerned Deputy Commis-
sioner apprised the Div Com about 
the current status of each case. It was 
informed that most of the issues have 
been resolved and those pending 
would be resolved soon.

The Div Com instructed DCs to co-
operate with the Industries Depart-
ment in sorting out the pending land 
issues. The functionaries of the Indus-
tries Department were also asked to 
stay in touch with DCs and revenue 
officers to seek coordination for re-
solving the issues on time.

The Div Com instructed DC Samba, 

Kathua, Jammu and Udhampur DCs 
to demarcate the identified land and 
hand over the same to the Industries 
and Commerce Department for es-
tablishment of Industrial Estates. The 
DCs were also instructed to resolve 
the land issues for approach roads to 
the sites.

Meanwhile, the Div Com also re-
viewed the power supply, water sup-
ply, roads to industrial estates. He 
instructed concerned DCs to ensure 
that all the facilities are available to 
industrial estates.

MD JPDCL was asked to resolve 
issues of power supply to existing 
industrial estates and explore provi-
sions for providing sufficient supply 
to new industrial estates.

The Div Com called for proactive 
anticipation of District Administra-
tion and concerned departments to 
develop a favorable ecosystem for 
setting up more industries.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI:  The Reserve Bank 
on Wednesday directed banks 
and financial institutions to 
release all original movable 
or immovable property docu-
ments and remove charges 
registered with any registry 
within 30 days after full repay-
ment of a loan by the borrower.

Failing to comply with the 
direction, Regulated Entities 
(REs) would compensate the 
borrower at the rate of Rs 
5,000 for each day of delay, 
RBI said in a notification.

RBI noted that REs follow 
divergent practices in release 
of such movable or immov-
able property documents 
leading to customer griev-
ances and disputes.

As part of Fair Practices 
Code and to make things uni-
form, RBI asked "REs to re-
lease all the original movable/
immovable property docu-
ments and remove charges 
registered with any registry 
within a period of 30 days af-
ter full repayment/settlement 
of the loan account."

In case of delay in doing so, 
it said, the RE would commu-
nicate to the borrower rea-

sons for such delay.
The borrower shall be given 

the option of collecting the 
original movable/ immov-
able property documents ei-
ther from the banking outlet/
branch where the loan ac-
count was serviced or any oth-
er office of the RE where the 
documents are available, as 
per her/his preference, it said.

The timeline and place of 
return of original movable/im-
movable property documents 
will be mentioned in the loan 
sanction letters issued on or 
after the effective date, it said.

In order to address the 
contingent event of demise 
of the sole borrower or joint 
borrowers, RBI said, REs shall 
have a well laid out procedure 
for return of original mov-

able/immovable property 
documents to the legal heirs.

Such procedure would be 
displayed on the website of 
REs along with other similar 
policies and procedures for 
customer information, it said.

With regard to loss/damage 
to original movable/immovable 
property documents, the noti-
fication said, REs would assist 
the borrower in obtaining du-
plicate/certified copies of such 
documents and would bear the 
associated costs, in addition to 
paying compensation.

"However, in such cases, 
an additional time of 30 days 
will be available to REs to 
complete this procedure and 
the delayed period penalty 
will be calculated thereafter 
(i.e., after a total period of 60 
days)," it said.

The compensation provided 
under these directions would 
be without prejudice to the 
rights of a borrower to get any 
other compensation as per 
any applicable law, it said.

These directions would be 
applicable to all cases where 
release of original movable/ 
immovable property docu-
ments falls due on or after 
December 1, 2023, RBI said.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI-  The government 
is exploring legal options 
against electric two-wheeler 
companies for not comply-
ing with the FAME II scheme 
norms, according to a senior 
government official.

The Centre has sought Rs 
469 crore from seven elec-
tric two-wheeler makers 
for claiming incentives 
while not complying with 
the Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of Elec-
tric Vehicles (FAME II) 
scheme norms.

The government 
is seeking a refund of 
incentives from Hero 
Electric, Okinawa Autotech, 
Ampere EV, Revolt Motors, 
Benling India, Amo Mobility, 
and Lohia Auto.

As per the official, notices 
have been sent to the com-
panies, and so far, only Revolt 
Motors has offered to refund 
the amount.

"We have sent them notic-

es. So far, only Revolt has of-
fered to pay...others have not 
responded," the official said.

He noted that the deadline 
is almost over, and next week, 
the government will be mak-
ing some decisions.

"We are examin-
ing legal options," 
he said when asked 
about action being 

c o n s i d -
ered by the government.

An investigation by the 
heavy industries ministry 
has revealed that these com-
panies have availed fiscal in-
centives under the scheme by 

violating the norms.
As per the rules of the 

scheme, incentives were al-
lowed to produce electric ve-
hicles by using made-in-India 
components, but in the in-
vestigation, it was found that 
these seven firms allegedly 
used imported components.

The ministry conducted the 
investigation after receiving 
anonymous emails alleging 
that several EV makers were 
claiming subsidies without 
complying with the Phased 

Manufacturing Plan (PMP) 
rules to boost domes-

tic manufacturing of 
these electric vehi-
cles.

After that, the min-
istry delayed the dis-

tribution of subsidies last 
financial year.

The seven electric two-
wheeler makers have urged 
the government to look at the 
possibility of asking custom-
ers to pay back excess rebates 
availed by them on the pur-
chase of the vehicles.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  The government 
on Wednesday allocated Rs 
1,650 crore towards the re-
lease of an additional 75 lakh 
free LPG connections under the 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
(PMUY) over three years end-
ing March 2026.

As per the existing modali-
ties of Ujjawala 2.0, the first 
refill and stove will also be 
provided free of cost to Ujjwala 
beneficiaries, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Anurag 
Thakur told reporters after the 
meeting of the Union Cabinet.

He said Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi approved the extension 
of PMUY for the release of 75 
lakh LPG connections over 
three years from Financial Year 
2023-24 to 2025-26.

The total financial implica-
tion will be Rs 1,650 crore.

A targeted subsidy of Rs 200 
per 14.2 kg LPG cylinder for up 
to 12 refills per year is being 
provided to PMUY consumers.

With the release of an addi-
tional 75 lakh connections, the 
number of PMUY beneficiaries 
will go up to 10.35 crore.

The total financial implica-
tion will be Rs 1,650 crore. This 
includes Rs 2,200 per connec-
tion (14.2 kg single bottle con-
nection/ 5 kg double bottle 
connection), and Rs 1,300 per 
connection (5 kg single bottle 
connection).

An official release on the 
Cabinet decision said some 
eligible households still do not 
have LPG connections.

This is due to multiple rea-
sons new households are 
formed every year as a result 
of rising population, marriages, 
migration, nuclearisation of 
families, leftover households, 
extremely remote locations etc.

Press Trust Of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The 
frequent incidents of vehicles 
catching fire in Kerala in recent 
days is a matter of concern and 
a committee has been consti-
tuted to study the reasons for 
the same, the state govern-
ment said in the assembly on 
Wednesday.

State Transport Minister Ant-
ony Raju said the decision to 
constitute a committee com-
prising experts from the road 
safety commission, police and 
other officials was taken sub-
sequent to an urgent meeting 
held on the issue by him on 
August 17.

The panel, constituted on 
August 28, has been asked to 
submit a report within two 
months, he said.

The minister was respond-
ing to UDF MLA Anoop Jacob 
calling attention to the issue of 
frequent incidents of vehicles 
catching fire in the state and 
the deaths as a result of that.

Jacob said there should be a 

proper study on what kind of ve-
hicles -- diesel, petrol, LPG, CNG 
or electric -- are catching fire 
and the reasons for the same.

Raju said that in the meeting 
of experts in the transportation 
sector, transport department 
officials, vehicle manufactur-
ers, insurance surveyors and 
car dealers, several causes were 
identified as being the rea-
sons for the fire. These causes 
ranged from man-made issues 
-- like illegal fittings, electronic 
failures and electrical circuit 
problems, he said.

The minister said illegal fit-
tings, to make a low variant 
vehicle into a high variant, was 
identified as one of the major 
causes for the fire.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  The government 
will not make six airbags man-
datory for cars, Union Road 
Transport and Highways Min-
ister Nitin Gadkari said on 
Wednesday.

"We don't want to make six 
airbags rule for cars manda-
tory," Gadkari said at the ACMA 
annual session here.

Last year on September 29, 
the government deferred the 
implementation of the propos-
al to make six airbags manda-
tory in passenger cars by one 
year to October 1, 2023.

The government had earlier 
planned to make six airbags 
mandatory in eight-seater ve-
hicles for enhanced safety of oc-
cupants from October 1, 2022.

"Considering the global sup-
ply chain constraints being 
faced by the auto industry and 
its impact on the macroeco-
nomic scenario, it has been 
decided to implement the pro-
posal mandating a minimum 
of 6 Airbags in Passenger Cars 
(M-1 Category) w.e.f 01st Octo-
ber 2023," Gadkari had said in 
a tweet.

The minister had further as-
serted that the safety of all pas-
sengers travelling in motor ve-
hicles irrespective of their cost 
and variants is the foremost 
priority.

An airbag is a vehicle occu-
pant-restraint system which 
interferes between the occu-
pant and the vehicle's body 
during a collision, thereby pre-
venting serious injuries.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government is 
working on developing electric 
highways as it is economically 
viable, Union Road Transport 
and Highways Minister Nitin 
Gadkari said on Wednesday.

Nitin Gadkari has earlier said 
that making India's first elec-
tric highway between Delhi 
and Jaipur is his dream.

"My idea about the electric 
highway is that NHAI will give 
right of way...Today, I had a dis-
cussion with the Power Minis-
try, I am trying to get electric-
ity at the rate of ₹3.50 per unit, 
otherwise, the commercial 
power rate is ₹11 per unit," Ni-
tin Gadkari said at the ACMA 
annual session here.

"Electric highway is very 
very economically viable...I 
will give all the rights to private 
sector investors who are going 
to invest (in the electric high-
way project)," he added.

Nitin Gadkari further said 
that electric cable construction 

will be executed by private in-
vestors and NHAI will charge 
an electric tariff just like toll.

Electric highways cater to 
electric traction for vehicles in 
the same manner as is done 
for railways. This is based on 
prevalent technology in a large 
number of countries like Swe-
den and Norway.

This involves the provision of 
power cables, which can be uti-
lised by a vehicle which caters 
to this type of technology. The 
vehicle will utilise the power 
from this cable for its traction. 
At present, the ministry is eval-
uating various technologies.

"We are making the first 
electric highway pilot project 
in Nagpur," he said.
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‘Naya Kashmir’
feasible,” the document reads.
According to the document, a copy of which 

lies with Kashmir Observer, the government 
is planning to construct as many as 100 rope-
ways to provide connectivity to many of the 
habitations which are still unconnected and 
construction of roads involves cutting of huge 
numbers of trees in thick forests.

“The development of logistics hubs and al-
lied facilities is likely to boost regional infra-
structure and have a positive impact on skill 
development in the field of software, ware-
housing, cold storage, cargo handling, and 
customs clearances etc and also provision 
for value added services such as packing, re-
packing, labeling etc,” the vision document 
reads.

The vision document further reads that 
for building connectivity of UT with the 
rest of the country with adjoining states/
UTs and within the State, the UT contem-
plates using all the three modes Air trans-
port, Railways and Roads to strengthen the 
connectivity.

“The UT shall be connected to Baramulla 
with rail link. Airport shall be made mod-
ern and National highways shall be made 
of National/ International standards,” it 
says, adding that in transportation, metros 
and hyper-loops shall steer the Mass Rapid 
Transport System. Electric and green vehicles 
shall replace fuel based vehicles,”

The government also says that the high-
ways, flyovers and rural roads will be upgrad-
ed. Airports will be of international standards 
and domestic airlines and chopper services 
will be added over time. Railway will be con-
nected to the last corner of the UT.

“For developing commercial activities, lo-
gistic policy shall take care of storage, han-
dling & transportation of materials & goods 
by creating infrastructure like storage houses, 
cold stores, Air cargo stations, truck terminals, 
grand trunk roads for trucks, easing business 
policies and procedures, creation of trade fa-
cilitation centers, building capacities & insti-
tutional framework for logistic handling etc,” 
it adds.

Pak Pushing
at Jagti on the outskirts of Jammu city.
He said that in 2022, over 1.88 crore tour-

ists visited Jammu and Kashmir. “Our efforts 
are to have 2.25 crore tourists this year. They 
are trying to stop this journey of progress but 
we will not allow them to succeed”, he said.

Replying to another question about the 
Rajouri encounter, he said that in Poonch and 
Rajouri “we tried to neutralise foreign terror-
ists on Line of Control (LoC) itself”.

“But some come via Punjab and Nepal by 
road and try to do some acts here. We have 
done good action in this recent encounter. 
One of jawan was martyred”, he said.

On the death of sniffer dog Kent in gunfire 
by ultras, he said, “Our Kent laid down his life 
to save his handler. He attacked the terrorist 
by moving ahead first.”

Two terrorists were killed in an encounter 
in the remote Narla village.

An Army personnel and Kent, a six-year-old 
female Labrador of the Army’s dog unit, also 
died while three security personnel were in-
jured in the gunfight.

HC Upholds Life
appellant/convict stands upheld and 

confirmed.”

Ex Cop Gives
and other top rank officers, Himayun’s 

father paid floral tributes to his slain son 
Wednesday evening amid tears and sobs.

Bhat after laying the floral tributes gave the 
“last salute” to his son here at District Police 
Lines Srinagar.

Reports said, Himayun had entered into 
wedlock a year and a half ago and he became 
a father of a baby son only a month ago.

However, the death has devastated the 
family as the joy of celebrating the arrival of 
new born has come to an end with the un-
timely death of Himayun.

My First Duty
healthcare to every citizen.

“We have developed robust public health 
infrastructure in J&K and Universal Health 
Insurance Coverage, Digital health services 
have ensured an improved public health de-
livery system,” he said.

He said the use of modern technology has 
positively impacted diagnosis, treatment and 
patient monitoring systems.

The LG called upon the health officials and 
all stakeholders to actively participate in the 
Ayushman Bhav Campaign and the upcoming 
Seva Pakhwada.

He also directed for convergence of the 
campaign with the celebration of Gandhi 
Jayanti and to promote the values of selfless 
service towards the people, especially the 
needy, poor and marginalized sections of the 
society.

“Swachhta Abhiyan should be carried out at 
Health Facilities across the UT,” he said.

The launch of ‘Ayushman Bhav’ campaign 
was followed by a UT-level programme orga-
nized by the J&K administration. The LG ex-
pressed his gratitude to the President of India 
for the launch of the nationwide campaign 
which aims to saturate critical health care 
services in every village.

“The guidance of the President will mo-
tivate stakeholders to achieve the target of 
Health for All,” he added.

Sinha said the three components of 
Ayushman Bhav campaign - Ayushman Apke 
Dwar, Ayushman Melas at Health & Wellness 
Centres, Community Health Centres and 
Ayushman Sabhas will enhance awareness 
and saturate health schemes in urban and ru-
ral areas.

On the occasion, the LG awarded Shopian, 
Pulwama, Ganderbal, Anantnag, Kathua, 
and Pulwama as best performing districts in 
ABHA ID generation, Golden Cards creation & 
distribution, NCD screening, examination & 
Diagnosis, registration in Ni-kshay mitras and 
distribution of Kits to TB patients, respective-
ly. He honoured the Aarafah Food and Spices 
for adopting TB patients.

The LG also distributed Nutrition Kits to TB 
patients and urged the people and the com-
munity leaders to register themselves as Ni-
Kshay Mitras.

 Several events were organized at various 
levels across the UT to mark the launch of the 
Ayushman Bhav campaign and more than 
1.22 lakh people, including ULB & PRI mem-
bers from J&K were connected during the 
programme.

Ayushman Apke Dwar 3.0 aims to provide 
Ayushman cards to remaining eligible ben-
eficiaries enrolled under the PM-JAY scheme, 
ensuring that more individuals have access to 
essential health services.

Ayushman Melas at HWCs and CHCs will 
facilitate the creation of ABHA IDs (Health 
IDs) and issuance of Ayushman Bharat Cards. 
They will also offer early diagnosis, compre-
hensive primary health care services, tele-
consultation with specialists, and appropriate 
referrals. The above activities will start from 
17th September and will continue till 31st 
December 2023.

Encounter In Anantnag
bereaved families.
Bhat, father of a two-month-old daughter 

and son of retired Inspector General of Jammu 
and Kashmir Police Ghulam Hasan Bhat, died 
due to heavy blood loss, they added.

The banned Resistance Front, believed 
to be a shadow group of Pakistan-based 
Lashker-e-Taiba, has claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

Officials believe that it is the same set of 
terrorists who had carried out the attack on 
army personnel on August 4 killing three 
jawans in the higher reaches of the Halan for-
est area of Kulgam district.

The operation against the terrorists began 
on Tuesday evening in Garol area but was 
called off during the night.

This morning, the hunt for the terrorists re-
sumed after information started trickling that 
they were spotted at a hideout, the officials 
said.

Colonel Singh, leading his team from the 
front, attacked the terrorists. However, he 
was critically injured in the bullets fired by 
the terrorists.

Singh, who belonged to 12th Sikh LI, was a 
recipient of Sena medal. Dhonack belonged to 

15th Sikh LI.
Dhonack and Bhat were also hit by bullets 

resulting in critical injuries, the officials said.
Senior army and police officers, GoC 15 

Corps Lt General Rajiv Ghai and including 
DGP Dilbag Singh rushed to the spot to assess 
the situation.

Earlier Jammu and Kashmir Police had 
posted on social media handle that an “en-
counter has started in #Kokernag area of 
#Anantnag. Officers from Army and JKP in-
jured. Details shall follow”.

Kashmir-based XV corps also gave de-
tails that “based on specific intelligence on 
presence of terrorists a Joint Operation was 
launched by #IndianArmy & @JmuKmrPolice 
on the intervening night of 12-13 Sep in Area 
Garol, Anantnag.

“Contact established and firefight ensued. 
Two Army personnel and one J&K Police per-
sonnel injured. Operation in progress.”

In the evening, Director General of Police 
Dilbag Singh, Additional Director General 
of Police (Kashmir) Vijay Kumar along with 
other senior officers paid floral tributes to the 
slain DySP.

J&K Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha also 
paid tributes to the fallen soldiers.

“Paid tributes to JKP’s DySP Humayun 
Bhat, who laid down his life in an anti-terror 
operation in Anantnag. I salute the indomi-
table courage and supreme sacrifice of Col 
Manpreet Singh & Major Ashish Dhonack. 
Entire nation stands firmly with their families 
in this hour of grief,” Sinha posted on X.

The attack comes a day after an Army 
personnel and Kent, a six-year-old female 
Labrador of the Army’s dog unit, were killed 
and three security personnel injured in the 
gunfight in South of Pir Panjal at Rajouri in 
Jammu region. Two terrorists were killed in 
an encounter in the remote Narla village.

Several leaders, including Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and former 
chief ministers of Jammu and Kashmir, Omar 
Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti offered their 
condolences to the bereaved families.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
wished strength to family and friends of those 
killed in action.

“Two army officers and a police officer have 
lost their lives in a counter-terror operation in 
#Anantnag, J&K. They have sacrificed them-
selves to keep us safe. These martyrs have 
served Bharat with utmost dedication and 
bravery. My prayers to the Almighty to give 
strength for their families and friends to bear 
with this loss,” she tweeted.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge also 
took to X (formerly known as Twitter) and ex-
tended his deepest condolences to the fami-
lies of the bravehearts.

“Our brave Army personnel and a DSP have 
made the supreme sacrifice fighting terror-
ists in an encounter at Anantnag in Jammu & 
Kashmir. We are extremely saddened by their 
loss. Our deepest condolences to the fami-
lies of our bravehearts. India stands united 
against terrorism,” he tweeted.

NC Vice-President and former Chief 
Minister, Omar Abdullah wrote “Terrible ter-
rible news from J&K. An army colonel, a ma-
jor and a J&K Police DYSP gave the ultimate 
sacrifice in an encounter in Kokernag area of 
South Kashmir today. DySP Humayan Bhat, 
Major Ashish Dhonack, and Colonel Manpreet 
Singh laid down their lives in an encounter 
with terrorists. May their souls rest in peace 
& may their loved ones find strength at this 
difficult time,”

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti while of-
fering condolences to the bereaved fami-
lies said there was no place for such acts of 
violence.

People’s Conference chairman Sajad Gani 
Lone also condoled the death of the bravehe-
arts. Paying tributes to the three fallen offi-
cers, BJP leader Altaf Thakur said the security 
forces are committee to root out terror from 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Second Terrorist
another terrorist was killed in Wednesday’s 

encounter.
Despite bad weather, security forces laid a 

strong cordon around the area, 75 kilometres 
from Rajouri town, throughout the night and 
extended the search to nearby areas in the 
morning, officials said.

Intermittent firing was reported during 
the night, creating fear among locals who de-
manded permanent security posts, they said.

The security forces launched a cordon and 
search operation in the forested Patrada area 
on Monday and fired a few rounds after notic-
ing the suspicious movement of two people, 
the officials said.

However, both the suspects managed to 
escape under the cover of darkness and the 
thick foliage. They left behind a rucksack and 
some clothes and other articles that were re-
covered by the search parties.

A wreath-laying ceremony was held for 
Ravi Kumar, the slain rifleman from Kishtwar 
district, at the Army garrison in Rajouri early 
on Wednesday.

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha expressed heartfelt condolences 
to the family of the fallen soldier.

Taking to X (formerly known as Twitter), 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha wrote, “I salute the courage 
and supreme sacrifice of Army’s braveheart 
Rifleman Ravi who laid down his life in the 
line of duty in Rajouri. His selfless service to 
the nation will always be remembered. My 
heartfelt condolences to the family of the 
martyr”.

Deputy Commissioner (Rajouri) Vikas 
Kundal and senior Army officers along with 
those from other ranks laid wreaths on 
Kumar’s coffin. His body is being airlifted to 
his hometown for last rites with full military 
honours.

“White Knight Corps salutes the su-
preme sacrifice of Rifleman Ravi during ‘Op 
Sujaligala’ in the highest traditions of the 
Indian Army. His unwavering dedication and 
service to our nation will always be remem-
bered,” the Kammu-based XVI Corps said in 
a post on X.

A defence spokesperson said a brave Army 
dog lost her life while saving her handler dur-
ing Tuesday’s gunfight.

“The Army dog, Kent, was at the forefront 
of Operation Sujaligala. Kent was leading a 
column of soldiers on the trail of the fleeing 
terrorists. She came down under heavy hos-
tile fire. While shielding her handler, she laid 
down her own life in the best traditions of the 
Indian Army,” the spokesperson said.

On September 4, a terrorist was killed and 
two security personnel were injured in near-
by Gali Sohab village in the Chassana area of 
Reasi district.

The border districts of Rajouri and Poonch 
have witnessed several encounters this year, 
resulting in the deaths of about 26 terrorists 
and 10 security personnel.

Most of the terrorists were killed while at-
tempting to sneak into this side from across 
the border, the officials said.

HC Again Refuses
charge-sheeted by the agency in the case on 
November 12 last year and was termed as 
the main accused and kingpin.

Kohli said that the petitioner is the kingpin 
of the recruitment scam. He not only played 
with the careers and aspirations of aspirants 
but also brought a bad name to the selec-
tion body — JKSSB — and to the Jammu and 
Kashmir government, Kholi, who is an addi-
tional advocate general, said.

The petitioner during the period of one 
month for which a short bail had been grant-
ed by the sessions court, except managing 
certificates or prescriptions for his different 
ailments, did not receive any treatment, she 
said.

This is “evident from the prescriptions 
which had been made a part of the petition, 
and hospitalisation of the petitioner on the 
very date when he surrendered after expiry 
of short bail on July 15, there being no compli-
cacy in the period of one month of his being 
on bail”, Kohli said.

The petitioner has been moving repeated 
applications for grant of bail just to defeat the 
process of law, she said.

Kohli said as in case of bail being granted, 
he being the kingpin and the main conspira-
tor of the paper leakage scam shall make all 
efforts to tamper with the prosecution evi-
dence which is yet to be produced before the 
court for determination.

Justice Chowdhary said the apprehension 
of tampering with the prosecution evidence 

cannot be ruled out in view of the mindset 
of the petitioner and in case of grant of bail, 
he may attempt to tamper with the prosecu-
tion evidence so as to screen himself from the 
charge.

“The treatment to the petitioner with re-
gard to his various ailments can be provided 
to him in custody and in case he requires any 
specialised consultation or any surgery that 
can also be got conducted, which being in 
custody,” he said.

In July, the Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration headed Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
cancelled the selected list of 1,200 police sub-
inspectors, 1,300 junior engineers and 1,000 
finance account assistants following allega-
tions of paper leak and malpractices.

Traders Upset
noted that both Afghanistan and India are 

members of the South Asian Free Trade Zone 
(SAFTA) and hence they do not impose duty on 
imports from each other. However, Iran is not 
part of SAFTA but apples from there reach India 
via Afghanistan, bypassing import duties and 
taking the benefit from it.

“We were yet to convince the government 
to ban import of Iranian apples now this has 
happened,” Fayaz Ahmad Malik, president of 
Sopore Fruit Mandi, told Kashmir Observer.

He said, every year the orchardists and the 
traders have to face the challenges in one way 
or another.

In May this year, the central Government 
introduced Minimum Important Price (MIP) 
for apples—which barred apples from other 
countries without tax. However, the relax-
ation of customs duty on U.S products has 
left orchardists in the Kashmir Valley in deep 
anxiety.

Manzoor Ahmad Mir, an apple grower 
from North Kashmir’s Sopore told Kashmir 
Observer that the American apple growers 
are provided huge subsidies by the govern-
ment while the growers from Kashmir don’t 
have such options.

“I think they (Govt) wants to cripple the 
apple industry in Kashmir,”

Growers Meet
Manoj Sinha has assured them to take up 

the issue of 20 percent slash in the import 
tariff on the apples imported from United 
States, with the government of India. The 
distressed growers urged the government 
to implement a market intervention scheme 
(MIS) in J&K so that the C category apples 
from Kashmir are sold at competitive prices. 
They said the unexpected weather condi-
tions, such as hailstorm and a prolonged dry 
spell, have already classified Kashmiri apples 
in the C category.

Addressing a press conference here after 
meeting J&K LG Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhawan, 
President, Apple Farmers of J&K, Zahoor 
Ahmad said they presented a memorandum 
to the LG and urged him to get the additional 
20 percent retaliatory import duty on apples 
imported from US re-imposed.

“We presented a memorandum to the J&K 
LG during our meeting with him at the Raj 
Bhawan and would like to extend our grati-
tude to the latter for giving us a patient hear-
ing and assuring us that demands highlighted 
in the memorandum will be discussed at the 
federal level,” he said.

Ahmad said the delegation also appealed 
to the LG to introduce a market intervention 
scheme in J&K so that the farmers are not 
forced to make distress sales of their produce 
and that the perishable horticulture com-
modities in the event of fall in market prices 
are purchased by the government.

Besides, he said, the delegation requested 
the LG to restore shuttered processing units in 
J&K so that the farmers avail maximum ben-
efits out of such facilities, while expansion of 
cold apple cold storages was also brought into 
the notice of the LG.

“We also discussed the issue of overcharg-
ing by transporters and urged him to limit 
transportation costs so that the farmers could 
ship their goods to any location in India and 
sell them at good prices,” he added.

Besides, he said the LG was also apprised 
about the drought conditions of J&K, which he 
said has incurred huge losses to the horticul-
ture industry.
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Relatives and friends carry the coffin of DSP Humayun Bhat, who was killed in an encounter with terrorists in the Garol area of Anantnag 
district on Wednesday. Abid Bhat

Women relatives mourn death of Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Humayun Bhat, who was killed 
in an encounter with terrorists in the Garol area of Anantnag district on Wednesday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Gill No. 2 In ODI Batters 
Chart; Rohit, Kohli In Top 10

Asia Cup: PoK-Born Pacer Zaman To 
Make ODI Debut For Pakistan

Baramulla Wins U-17 Inter 
District Handball Competition JKSC Secretary Holds 

Kashmir Division Staff Meet

JKFA To Hold Santosh 
Trophy Trials From Sept. 15

J&K To Host 67th National 
School Games In 4 Disciplines

Mattan & Srigufwara Win U-14 & U-17 Cricket Tournaments

England Midfielder Jude Bellingham On The Rise In
 Europe Post-Messi & Ronaldo Era

The Associated Press

MANCHESTER: Jude Bellingham 
is already proving that he has 
what it takes to help fill the gi-
gantic void left by Lionel Messi 
and Cristiano Ronaldo.

With those two superstars 
off to new territories, Belling-
ham has become one of the elite 
players in Europe, alongside the 
likes of Kylian Mbappe, Erling 
Haaland and Vinicius Jr.

On Tuesday, the 20-year-old 
England midfielder added an-
other goal to the five he has 
scored in four games this season 
for Real Madrid. While the 3-1 
win over Scotland was only a 
friendly, Bellingham has had an 
outstanding start to the season. 
He even set up another for Harry 
Kane on Tuesday in Glasgow.

“For a young man to have 
that kind of football brain, I love 
watching him,” said former Liv-
erpool great Graeme Souness, 
now a TV commentator. “Jude 
Bellingham is the real deal.”

Bellingham joined Madrid 
from Borussia Dortmund in June 

for a fee that could reach $139 
million. His goals have helped 
make up for the loss of Karim 
Benzema, who was part of the 
exodus of star players who 
headed for Saudi Arabia in re-
cent months.

At a time when Messi and 
Ronaldo have moved to the 
United States and Saudi Ara-
bia, respectively, Bellingham 
is among the group of players 
establishing themselves as the 
new generation of global icons.

Harry Maguire, however, 
seems to be going in the oppo-
site direction.

Still the most expensive de-
fender in the history of the sport 
after Manchester United paid 80 
million pounds (then $97 mil-
lion) for him in 2019, Maguire 
has reached a crisis point in his 
career.

He has been dropped by Man-
chester United manager Erik ten 
Hag and stripped of the captain-
cy as his form has plummeted 
over the past year. Maguire was 
widely expected to change clubs 
during the recent transfer win-

dow, but an expected move to 
West Ham fell through, meaning 
he likely faces another season 
on the sidelines.

That is a concern for Eng-
land coach Gareth Southgate, 
who has stuck by the center 
back throughout his troubles, 
and needs his players to be in 
regular action leading up to next 
year’s European Championship. 
On Tuesday, Maguire scored an 
own-goal against Scotland.

Maguire has become a figure 
of ridicule among some sup-
porters, while Southgate is also 
unhappy about the treatment 
he has received in sections of 
the media. He was mocked by 
Scotland fans in an intense at-
mosphere in the friendly at 
Hampden Park as the two sides 
resumed the oldest rivalry in in-
ternational soccer, which dates 
back to 1872.

“From a Scotland fan’s point 

of view, I get it and I have abso-
lutely no complaints with what 
they did,” Southgate said. “It is a 
consequence of ridiculous treat-
ment of him for a long period of 
time, frankly.

“I’ve never known a player 
treated the way he is — not by 
the Scottish fans, by our own 
commentators, pundits, what-
ever it is. They’ve created some-
thing that’s beyond anything 
I’ve ever seen.”

Despite the loss on Tuesday, 
Scotland is on a high after win-
ning its opening five games in 
Euro 2024 qualifying. The Scots 
need only two points from their 
remaining three matches to se-
cure a place in the tournament 
in Germany.

Scotland will next play Spain, 
which routed Georgia 7-1 and 
Cyprus 6-0. Teenager Lamine 
Yamal made history by becom-
ing the youngest player to score 
in a European Championship 
qualifier at 16 years, 57 days 
against Georgia.

France, Portugal, Belgium and 
Austria are also on the brink of 

qualification.
Under coach Roberto Marti-

nez, Portugal has made its best 
start to a European qualifying 
campaign with a 100% record 
after six games and recorded 
its biggest-ever win in a com-
petitive match in a 9-0 rout of 
Luxembourg.

Germany, meanwhile, can 
only be thankful that it has au-
tomatic entry to the tournament 
as the host nation. Hansi Flick 
was fired as coach after a 4-1 
loss to Japan in a friendly.

Flick was already under pres-
sure after the Germans were 
eliminated in the group stage of 
last year’s World Cup — the sec-
ond straight time the four-time 
champions had gone out in the 
first round.

The loss to Japan extended a 
five-game winless streak and 
prompted jeers from the home 
crowd in Wolfsburg. But there 
was an immediate reaction to 
Flick’s departure as Germany 
beat World Cup finalist France 
2-1 in another friendly on 
Tuesday.

Press Trust of India

LAHORE: Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir-born cricketer Zaman 
Khan is all set to make his ODI 
debut against Sri Lanka in the 
must-win Asia Cup match in 
Colombo on Thursday. Zaman, a 
young fast bowler who has had 
a typical rag to riches story, be-
longs to a poor family from Mir-
pur in PoK. He played first for 
Rawlakot Hawks in the Kashmir 
League and has now appeared 
in T20 leagues in Canada and 
Sri Lanka.

Zaman has not played any 
first class game but has repre-
sented Pakistan in six T20 Inter-
nationals against Afghanistan 
and New Zealand. He is set to 
replace injured Naseem Shah, 
who has been ruled out of the 
remainder of the tournament 
due to a shoulder injury.

The playing eleven an-
nounced by the Pakistan team 
management on Wednesday 
also confirmed that fast bowler 
Haris Rauf would sit out of the 
match with an injury.

The PCB had earlier an-
nounced the inclusion of Za-
man in the Pakistan squad in 
place of Naseem. Pakistan med-

ical team is also closely moni-
toring the progress of Rauf, 
who is feeling discomfort in his 
right flank after pulling out of 
the match against India. The 
biggest surprise has been the 
rise of Zaman in the Pakistan 
cricket ranks as the 22-year-
old only appeared on the scene 
when he played in the Kashmir 
League in 2021 and was then 
picked up by Lahore Qalandars 

in the Pakistan Super League.
Yet to play any first class 

game, Zaman took just two 
wickets in six games for Man-
chester Invincibles in the recent 
Hundred tournament in Eng-
land but is rated highly by for-
mer pacers, including Pakistan's 
team director, Mickey Arthur.

Zaman played for English 
county side Derbyshire where 
Arthur is the head coach.

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Opener Shubman 
Gill has achieved a career-
best second position and is 
the highest-ranked among 
three Indian batters, who are 
now in the top 10 of the ICC 
Men's ODI rankings issued on 
Wednesday. The other two 
Indians in the top-10 are skip-
per Rohit Sharma (8th) and 
the peerless Virat Kohli (9th).

Last time, three Indian bat-
ters were in ODI's top-10 list, 
it was way back in January 
2019.

At that time, Rohit, Kohli 
and out-of-favour veteran 
Shikhar Dhawan were the 
three batters. Gill, who had 
scored 58 and figured in a 
121-run opening partner-
ship with Rohit Sharma in 
the Asia Cup match against 
Pakistan, has moved up one 
spot while Indian skipper 
and Kohli have gained two 
places each in the latest 

chart released by the global 
cricket body.

Rohit has scored three 
successive half-centuries so 
far in the ongoing Asia Cup 
while Kohli advanced, thanks 
to his unbeaten 122 against 
Pakistan.

Pakistan also have three 
batters in the top-10 with 

less than a month to go for 
the start of the ICC men's ODI 
World Cup. Captain Babar 
Azam is at the top and enjoys 
a lead of more than 100 rating 
points over Gill, while Imam-
ul-Haq and Fakhar Zaman are 
in fifth and 10 positions, re-
spectively.

The latest weekly update, 

that also considers perfor-
mances in three matches of 
the South Africa-Australia 
series and two matches of the 
England-New Zealand series, 
saw South Africa's Temba Ba-
vuma closing in on a top-10 
place after striking three cen-
turies and two half-centuries 
in his last eight ODIs. He has 
advanced 21 places to 11th 
position while his previous 
best was 25th.

Australia players Davis 
Warner (up one place to 
fourth), Travis Head (up six 
places to 20th) and Marnus 
Labuschagne (up 24 places to 
45th) have made significant 
progress as has the Indian 
pair of KL Rahul (up 10 places 
to 37th) and Ishan Kishan (up 
two places to 22nd).

Aiden Markram, Sadeera 
Samarawickrama, Liam Liv-
ingstone, Daryl Mitchell and 
Devon Conway are among 
others to gain in the latest 
update.

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: On Wednesday, 
Baramulla emerged Under-17 
champions in the week-long Inter 
District Provincial Level Handball 
competition.

A total of 10 districts from Kash-
mir participated in the competi-
tion, with Baramulla, Bandipora, 
Ganderbal and Kupwara earning a 
spot in the semi-finals after intense 
battles on the field.

In the semi-finals, Baramulla tri-
umphed over Kupwara, securing their 

spot in the final, while Bandipora se-
cured their place by defeating Gan-
derbal in a fiercely contested match.

The final match between Baram-
ulla and Bandipora was a true spec-
tacle, with Baramulla emerging as 
champions with a remarkable 19 
goals to Bandipora's 8.

During the prize ceremony win-
ners and runners-up were given 
trophies and certificates.

Meanwhile, the championship 
will continue today With the Un-
der-19 boys' competition set to 
take place at the same venue.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kashmir 
Football Association on Wednesday 
announced that it will hold selec-
tion trials for Senior Men’s National 
Championship, Santosh Trophy, 
from September 15 to 17, at Sri-
nagar and Jammu.

In Srinagar, the open selection 
trials will be held at Synthetic Turf 

TRC at 9:30 AM. In Jammu, the tri-
als will be held at Mini Stadium 
Prade at the same date and time.

Players selected in the three-
day trials will compete in the fi-
nal selection, which is set to be 
held in Srinagar from September 
19 to 20.

The trials will be organised by 
JKFA in collaboration with J&K 
Sports Council.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Secretary J&K Sports Coun-
cil, Nuzhat Gull, on Wednesday con-
vened a meeting of all the managers, 
coaches, instructors and mentors of 
Kashmir division to devise plans for 
further expansion of the 'My Youth My 
Pride' and other sports activities in the 
region.

The meeting was also attended by 
Muzaffar Hussain Wani, Divisional 
Sports Officer (K) and Sheikh Riyaz Ah-
mad, Administrative Officer.

In her inaugural address, Nuzhat Gull 
emphasized on participation of all and 
provided them an opportunity to show-

case their talent and chisel it further.
While applauding the efforts of her 

team, Nuzhat Gull said that the Sports 
Council has taken a giant leap in in-
creasing the participation of masses in 
sports across the J&K.

Addressing the participants, Nuzhat 
Gull said that she is proud of the efforts 
of her team.

The Secretary sought a detailed re-
port of the ongoing sports activities and 
advised all the concerned to percolate 
the programs under special activities to 
each block in the division.

Meanwhile, Nuzhat Gull also visited 
the S.K Indoor Hall Complex and inter-
acted with the athletes.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: Zone Mat-
tan and Zone Srigufwara 
emerged winners in Un-
der-14 and Under-17 Inter 
Zonal District Level Cricket 
Tournaments organised by 
District Youth Services and 
Sports Officer Anantnag.

The grand finales were 
played between Zone Mat-

tan and Zone Bijbehara 
(U-14) and Zone Bijbehara 
and Zone Srigufwara (U-17) 

on Wednesday at Sports 
Ground Jablipora, Bijbehara.

In U-14, Bijbehara while 

batting first set the target of 
101 runs. In reply, Zone Mattan 
also scored 100 runs in allot-
ted overs and the match was 
decided by super over in which 
Mattan set 10 runs as target. In 
reply, Bijbehara failed to chase 
and lost the match by 2 runs.

In U-17, batting first Bijbe-
hara set the target of 104 runs 
and in reply Zone Srigufwara 
chased down the target with 

five wickets in hand.
The post match presenta-

tion ceremony saw field of-
ficials of DYSSO Anantnag 
give trophies to winners and 
runner up teams. Suhaib 
Nazir from Mattan Zone 
was adjudged as Man of the 
Tournament, scoring 280 
runs which included two 
hundreds. He also took four 
wickets in the tournament.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K is set to host 
Football, Volleyball, Judo and 
Fencing competitions of the 
67th National School Games. 
A preliminary meeting regard-
ing the event was convened by 
the Director Youth Services & 
Sports on Wednesday here.

The Department of Youth 
Services and Sports under the 
aegis of School Games Federa-
tion of India shall host these 
four National Level events in 
Football for Under-19 Boys and 
Volleyball for Under-17 Boys at 
Srinagar.

Simultaneously, Jammu will 
host Judo for U-14 Boys/Girls 
and Fencing for U-19 Boys/
Girls at Jammu, as per the cal-
endar of School Games Federa-
tion of India (SGFI).

Teams from all the 44 SGFI 
affiliated units from different 

states/UTs and organisations 
are expected to participate in 
each discipline.

“The Department of Youth 
Services and Sports J&K has 
geared up its manpower and ma-
chinery for the successful con-
duct of the event. Around 4000 
participants across the country 
are going to participate in these 
events,” Director YSS said.
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Tropical Storms of Asian 
Rivers to Intensify by 20 
Percent by 2050: Study
Srinagar: Fewer yet more in-
tense tropical storms are pre-
dicted for Asian rivers, includ-
ing India's Ganga, according to 
a new modelling study.

By the 2050s, tropical storms 
in the Ganga could intensify by 
nearly 20 per cent, the study 
led by the Newcastle University, 
UK, projected after perform-
ing storm modelling studies on 
high-resolution data under a 
high emissions scenario.

The storms are, however, pro-
jected to become less frequent 
by over 50 per cent by the same 
time across both the low-lying 
delta river basins of Ganga and 
Mekong, the study published 
in the journal Geophysical 
Research Letters said.

The Mekong river runs 
from the Himalayan Plateau, 
its source, through Myanmar, 
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and 
southern Vietnam and falls 
into the South China Sea.

Due to their limited adaptive 
capacity and preparedness, 
low-lying delta systems on the 
east coast of India and those 
in Bangladesh and Vietnam 
are vulnerable not only to the 
massive damage and losses 
to life and property caused 
by tropical storms, but also to 
the impacts of climate change, 
including changes in precipita-
tion patterns, extreme weather 
events, and sea-level rise, pre-
vious studies have found.

The study findings could 
thus help in assessing the resil-
ience of critical infrastructure 
on these densely populated 
basins to tropical storms, in 

addition to informing climate 
adaptation strategies to safe-
guard communities, the re-
searchers said.

Tropical storms, formed 
when water vapour from tropi-
cal oceans leads to disturbanc-
es, can sustain wind speeds 
of over 60 kilometres an hour 
(kmph) and cause intense rain-
fall. Nearly 90 such storms form 
worldwide every year, with 
most of them resulting in major 
disasters upon making landfall.

Tropical cyclones, sustain-
ing wind speeds of over 120 
kmph and originating in the 
North Indian Ocean (NIO), ac-
count for about 7 per cent of 
cyclones globally with most 
of them forming in the Bay 
of Bengal rather than the 
Arabian Sea.

"Our results are consistent 

with those found for tropical 
storms and tropical cyclones 
in the Atlantic Basin, where 
they also project an over-
all decline in frequency but 
an increase in the frequency 
of the most intense tropical 
cyclones.

"These systems cause massive 
impacts on society from high 
winds, rainfall and storm surges 
causing flooding. Quantifying 
these changes will allow us to 
better plan for future events," 
said study author Hayley Fowler, 
professor of Climate Change 
Impacts at the university.

"Knowledge of changes to 
tropical storms activity under 
climate change can be helpful 
in developing better disaster 
risk mitigation and for climate 
adaptation," said lead author, 
Haider Ali.

Mental Illness No Bar  
For Medical Degree, Medical 
Council Tells Court
New Delhi: The National Medical 
Council told the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday that diagnosis of 
mental illness can no longer be 
a bar for pursuing MBBS course 
and such aspirants may be con-
sidered for quota benefits in 
future after "better methods 
of disability assessment" are 
devised.

On May 18,  the NMC, which 
regulates medical education in 
the country, was asked by the 
top court to set up a panel of 
domain experts to examine a 
plea for evolving modes of dis-
ability assessment of students 
having mental illnesses, special 
learning disorder and autism 
spectrum disorder for quota in 
admission to MBBS course.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud and 
Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj 
Misra took note of the submis-
sions of lawyer Gaurav Kumar 
Bansal, appearing for a MBBS 
aspirant, that several countries 
are not only permitting per-
sons having mental illnesses 
to pursue medical education 
but also granting reservation in 
admissions.

The court permitted Mr Bansal 
to amend the petition to chal-
lenge the fresh guidelines of the 
NMC on the issue of admissions 
of persons with mental illness in 
MBBS course and non-grant of 
quota to them for the time being 
under the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act.

The bench, however, acknowl-
edged that the NMC set up the 
committee of domain experts 
and came out with some guide-
lines after examining the issue.

An eight-member expert pan-
el discussed the issue of admis-
sion in MBBS course under the 

disabilities law in case of special 
learning disability, autistic spec-
ified disorder and mental illness, 
the counsel for the NMC said.

"On thorough consideration of 
the recommendations received 
from the expert members in... 
meetings, the Under Graduate 
Medical Education Board reach-
es to a conclusion that in respect 
of mental illness, 'the diagnosis 
of Mental Illness can no longer 
be a bar for eligibility to pur-
sue medical education (MBBS) 
provided the candidate falls in 
the merit list in competitive 
entrance examination ie. NEET-
UG'," the NMC said in its report.

"Since the benefits of reser-
vation/quota are not determin-
able under the present available 
methods of assessment, hence 
the quoted italic statement in 
the earlier disability notification 
dated May 13, 2019 -- 'However 
the benefit of reservation quota 
may be considered in future af-
ter developing better methods 
of disability assessment' -- shall 
remain valid," the council said.

The NMC said such candidates 
claiming to have been suffering 
from mental illness are being 
considered under "Non-PwD" 
(outside the disabilities law) cat-
egory for the purpose of taking 
admission in MBBS course.

Taking the report on record, 
the bench said it will consider 
the issue after four weeks.

The top court was hearing 
the petition by Vishal Gupta, 
who was denied reservation in 
admission to MBBS course un-
der the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act on the ground 
that his mental disability was 
55 per cent rendering him ineli-
gible for securing admission in a 
medical college.

Apple's New iPhones Get 
Faster Chips, Better Cameras 
And New Charging Ports
Agenceis

Apple on Tuesday un-
veiled its next generation 
of iPhones — a line-up 

that will boast better cameras, 
faster processors, a new charg-
ing system and a price hike for 
the fanciest model. The show-
case at Apple's headquarters 
in Cupertino, California, comes 

as the company tries to reverse 
a mild slump that has seen its 
sales drop from last year in 
three consecutive quarters.

The malaise is a key reason 
Apple's stock price has dipped by 
nearly 10 per cent since mid-July, 
dropping the company's market 
value below the USD 3 trillion 
threshold it reached for the first 
time earlier this summer.

FATEHA
With profound grief and sorrow it 
is informed that Mohammad 
Maqbool Wani S/O Late Moham-
mad Sultan Wani R/O Buchwara ( 
near CD Hospital) passed away on 
Tuesday Morning 12th of Septem-
ber, 2023. His “Fateha” will be 
performed on Friday, 15th of September at 2.30 
pm at the family graveyard, Malateng (near 
Church/CD Hospital). 
Allah (SWT) marhoom ko jannatul �rdous atta 
karay ( Aamen).

In grief : Ahmed Wani ( Son) 
Farooq Ahmad Bakshi( Brother in law) 

Zameer Ahmad ( Son in law) 
Basit ( Son In Law) 

Bashir Ahmad Wani & Wani Family
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