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2 Lakh Pilgrims 
Undertake Machail Yatra

The annual Machail Mata pil-
grimage witnessed a record-
breaking footfall this year 

with nearly 2 lakh pilgrims paying 
obeisance at the Himalayan temple 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kishtwar 
district, officials said on Monday.
Over the years, the 43-day pil-
grimage, rooted in decades-old 
tradition, has instilled deep faith 
in devotees travelling to seek the 
blessings of Mata Chandi Devi at 
the 9,705-foot high shrine, they 
added. The Shree  More On P6

Tractor Crushes 
Minor To Death

A minor boy died after being 
allegedly hit by a tractor in 
Karnah area of north Kash-

mir’s Kupwara district this morn-
ing. News agency GNS reported 
that a minor boy was fatally hit 
by a tractor bearing registration 
number JK09C 0019. The boy, iden-
tified as one Nooran Shah (around 
11 years of age), son of Khadam 
Hussain, a resident of Chamkote 
Karnah, died on the spot.
A police official confirming the 
incident said that  More On P6

Proclamation  
Order Issued  
Against 4 Militants

The NIA Court in Pulwama, 
designated under the NIA 
Act, issued proclamation 

orders on Monday under Section 
82 of the CrPC against four ac-
tive militants involved in multiple 
cases. These cases include FIR 
No 42/2018 under sections 18, 20, 
and 38 of the UA(P) Act at Police 
Station Pampore, FIR No 119/2022 
under Section 38 of the UA(P) 
Act at Police Station Tral, FIR No 
04/2018 under  More On P6

LG Chairs  
Meeting Of SASB

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha chaired the 45th Board 
meeting of Shri Amarnathji 

Shrine Board (SASB), at Raj Bha-
wan here on Monday. Members 
of the Shrine Board - Swami Avd-
heshanand Giri Ji Maharaj, K. N. 
Rai, K.N. Shrivastava, Pitambar 
Lal Gupta, Dr. Shailesh Raina, Prof 
Vishwamurti Shastri and Manju 
Garg attended the meeting and 
shared their valuable suggestions 
for augmentation of facilities for 
the devotees.  More On P6

Man Injured In 
Restaurant Fire

A man was injured in a fire at 
a restaurant on the Jammu-
Pathankot highway in Jam-

mu and Kashmir’s Samba district 
early Monday, officials said.
He was an employee of the restau-
rant and was sleeping when the 
fire broke out, they said and added 
that he has been hospitalised.
Fire tenders were rushed to the 
spot and the fire has been doused, 
the officials said. The reason 
behind the incident is being inves-
tigated, they said.

Bank Accounts Of  
4 Drug Peddlers Seized

Jammu & Kashmir Police on Mon-
day said to have arrested three 
drug peddlers in Shopian & Kulgam 

and recovered contraband substances 
from their possession.  Besides, police 
have frozen eight bank accounts of 
four notorious drug smugglers in 
Bandipora. A police party led by SHO 
PS Zainapora under the supervision 
of SDPO Zainapora at a checkpoint 
established at Aglar crossing inter-
cepted a motorcycle bearing registra-
tion number JK13H-6023 ridden by one 
person who tried  More On P6

FROM TABOO TO TREATMENT

How Cannabis Research Project by CSIR-IIIM Jammu Is Breaking Many Myths
Hirra Azmat

Srinagar- When you hear the 
word ‘Cannabis’ it often evokes 
thoughts of pot, dope, weed, 
and marijuana. But hidden be-
hind the haze is a wonder drug, 
holding the promise of healing 
that outshines its ‘high’.

To realise this potential of 
healing, The Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research – Indian 
Institute of Integrative Medicine 
(CSIR-IIIM), Jammu, has initi-
ated the ‘Cannabis Research 
Project’. Its goal is to explore the 

healing properties of Cannabis 
plant in India.

With a focus on advanced 
scientific research, the project 
aims to explore the means and 
ways in which Cannabis and 
its compounds can be used for 
medical purposes. This could 
revolutionize healthcare by 
offering more efficient and 
pathbreaking healthcare treat-
ments in the region, which 
could be imported not just to 
Jammu and Kashmir, but the 
country as well.

History of Cannabis Research 

in Jammu and Kashmir
Speaking exclusively to 

Kashmir Observer Director 
CSIR-Indian Institute of 

Integrative Medicine, Dr 
Zabeer Ahmed explained 
that cannabis plant is often 
linked with getting “high” 

– a colloquial term for a state 
of intense intoxication that 
seemingly offers pleasure and 
relaxation. In the long run, 

however the relaxation turns 
into a maelstrom of addiction 
and destruction. Hence, the 
taboo around the plant, which 
the institute seeks to counter.

“We want to change how so-
ciety views this plant. Back in 
1941, our founder Director, Sir 
R N Chopra did some prelimi-
nary research on this plant. But 
over time, the plant was brand-
ed illegal with the introduction 
of NDPS (Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances) Act. 
Therefore, no fruitful or sus-
tained research   More On P6

Last Day For Hearing 
Submissions On Art-370 Today
It Is A Political Process, It Must Have A Political Solution: Sibal Argues

Asks Akbar 
Lone To 
Submit 
Allegiance 
Affidavit

Terrorist 
Killed In Reasi 
Encounter
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: One terrorist was 
killed and two security person-
nel were injured in an ongoing 
encounter in a remote area in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi dis-
trict on Monday, officials said.

Additional Director General 
of Police (ADGP), Jammu Zone, 
Mukesh Singh said the encoun-
ter broke out in the Tuli area's 
Gali Sohab village during a 
cordon and search operation 
launched by the security forces 
based on specific inputs re-
ceived by police about the pres-
ence of two terrorists there.

One terrorist was killed and 
a policeman injured in the ini-
tial gunfight, Singh said, adding 
efforts are on to neutralise the 
second terrorist.

Jammu-based Defence PRO 
Lt Col Suneel Bartwal said an 
Army jawan was also injured in 
the encounter. Both the injured 
personnel  More On P6

Will Work On PM’s  
Vision Of Making Srinagar 
The Next Davos: LG
‘We Don’t Want To Buy Peace.  
We Want To Establish It’

Court Awards Rs 1.25 Cr Fine In 
Cheque Bounce Cases

Ola, Uber Soon 
To Roll Out Cabs 
On J&K Roads
Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The stage is all set 
for the roll-out of mobile app 
based taxis Ola and Uber on the 
roads across the parts of Union 
Territory.

An official from the trans-
port commissioner's office told 
Kashmir Observer on Monday 
that all the requisite formalities 
have been cleared for the com-
panies to start their operations 
in the twin capitals of Jammu 
and Srinagar.

He further said that the 
clearance has been given with 
an aim to strengthen the public 
transport system in the UT.

Ola and Uber is India’s larg-
est mobility platform and one 
of the world’s largest ride-hail-
ing companies, serving 250+ 
cities across India, Australia, 
New Zealand, and the UK.

It may be pertinent to men-
tion that the J&K government 
has notified Motor Vehicle 
Aggregator Rules, 2023 as 
per the provisions of Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1988 and Motor 
Vehicle Aggregator Guidelines, 
2020 issued by the Union 
Ministry of Road, Transport and 
Highways.  More On P6

Online Services Have Left No Scope 
For Corruption In J&K: CS

The Supreme Court Monday asked National Conference leader Mohd Akbar Lone to file an affidavit swearing alle-
giance to the Constitution of India and accepting the country's sovereignty, after the 'Pakistan zindabad' slogan that 
he allegedly raised in the Jammu & Kashmir assembly in 2018 kicked up a massive row. Lone, the lead petitioner 

challenging the abrogation of Article 370 that accorded special status to the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, will 
file the affidavit by Tuesday, senior advocate Kapil Sibal told a five-judge bench headed by Chief Justice DY Chandrachud. 
The senior lawyer said he will not represent Lone if he does not file the affidavit as sought by the bench. "He is an MP of Lok 
Sabha. He is citizen of India and sworn to his office by the Constitution. He accepts the sovereignty of India," Sibal said.
Earlier in the day, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre, told the bench that the   More On P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: There should not 
be an "emotive majoritarian 
interpretation" of the Indian 
Constitution by those support-
ing abrogation of Article 370, 
as Jammu and Kashmir was 
neither completely linked to 
India nor asked to sign a merger 
agreement like other princely 
states, National Conference 
leader Mohd Akbar Lone told 
the Supreme Court on Monday.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Lone, told a five-
judge bench headed by Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud that 
the sovereignty of India was 
never under challenge.

The constitution bench was 
hearing the pleas challenging 
the nullification of provisions 
of Article 370 for the 15th day.

Sibal said Lone and 

other petitioners challenging 
the Centre's decision have al-
ways maintained that Jammu 
and Kashmir is an integral part 
of India.

"We cannot make this case 
into an emotive majoritarian in-
terpretation of the Constitution. 
If we look at history, Jammu 
and Kashmir is not completely 

linked to India. The erstwhile 
state had a separate detailed 
Constitution, administrative 
and executive structure. It was 
never asked to sign a merger 
agreement," Sibal said.

He told the bench, also com-
prising Justices Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul, Sanjiv Khanna, BR Gavai 
and Surya Kant, that when 

Article 370 says that 'concur-
rence' of the state government 
with respect to certain subjects 
is required, it means the execu-
tive can also say 'no'.

The CJI told Sibal, advancing 
rejoinder arguments, that the 
Indian Constitution does not 
specify what would happen af-
ter the Constitution of Jammu 
and Kashmir comes into force.

"You see, there is no express 
provision. There is a complete 
silence as to what would happen 
after the J-K Constitution comes 
into force. It was like allowing 
Article 370 to operate and let 
the process of integration (of 
J-K) get over. But, at what time 
integration will be over is not 
hedged in the Constitution of 
India," the CJI said.

Sibal reiterated his argument 
that Article 370 acquired a per-
manent  More On P6

To Inaugurate 'Community Radio' At JU

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha will 
inaugurate a community radio, a first-of-its-kind in the Union 
Territory, at the University of Jammu here on its foundation day 

on Tuesday, officials said.
"The radio shall act as a medium to promote, propagate and dis-
seminate the polyvocal and polylingual voices of the various stake-
holders of the university and act as a site of exchange for various 
ideas culminating in motivating people to participate  More On P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Union 
Territory Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha has 
said that his administration 
is working towards Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of making Srinagar the 
next Davos which could be 
an ideal place in the world 
for business, economy, sports 
and entertainment as well.

“Srinagar is as beautiful 
as Davos. We will work in 
that direction,” Sinha said 
in an interaction with a se-
lect group of reporters in 
Mumbai on Sunday.

According to News9 Plus, 
the LG listed a number of 

achievements, including end 
to stone pelting and strikes, 
besides the Muharram proces-
sion that was taken out in the 
Valley after a gap of 34 years.

“The shops in  More On P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: A court here has 
awarded Rs 1.25 crore fine to 
two accused persons in two 
separate cheque bounce cases.

The court—‘Judge Small 
Causes Srinagar’, Ms Tabasum, 
also sentenced the accused 
duo to one year's jail.

Disposing of two separate 
cases, the court convicted the 
accused, Farooq Ahmad Bhat 
of Lalad Sopore, Baramullah, 
for commission of offence u/s 
138 Negotiable Instruments 
Act and sentenced to undergo 
simple imprisonment for a pe-
riod of one year.

The court also sentenced 
him by way of fine to the tune 
of rupees double the cheque 
amount which amount equals 
to Rs.10,300,000. “Accused 
shall also pay an amount of Rs. 
5 lakhs as compensation to the 
complainant.”

The fine imposed, the court 
said, shall be recovered by 

issuance of levy warrant to be 
executed by District Collector 
Baramullah authorizing him to 
realize the total amounting to 
Rs.10,800,000 (One crore eight 
lac) by execution or attachment 
through civil process against 
both movable and immovable 
property of the accused.

“Compliance report to be 
filed by District Collector 
Baramulla regarding the exe-
cution within one month from 
the date of announcement of 
this order,” the court said.

The accused had on 4 
November 2020 issued a 
cheque for Rs.51,50,000(rupees 

fifty one lac fifty thousand only 
) on account maintained by the 
accused at HDFC Bank branch 
unit Sopore in discharge of le-
gally recoverable liability owed 
to the complainant.

The court also convicted an-
other accused Shabir Ahmad 
Sofi of Sopore for commission 
of offence under section 138 
Negotiable Instruments Act 
and sentenced him to undergo 
simple imprisonment for a pe-
riod of one year.

The court also sentenced 
him by way of fine to the tune 
of rupees double the cheque 
amount which amount equals 
to Rs.17 lacs  2 thousand.

“Accused shall also pay an 
amount of Rs. 3 lakhs as com-
pensation to the complain-
ant,” the court said, “The fine 
imposed shall be recovered by 
issuance of levy warrant to be 
executed by District Collector 
Baramullah authorizing him to 
realize the total amounting to 
Rs.20 lacs  More On P6

‘Digitalisation Holds 
Key For Future 
Development’

Digitalisation has vastly 
improved the public 
delivery of services and 

the development in Srinagar 
has been due to it, Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Secretary Arun 
Kumar Mehta said on Monday.
"Digital is empowering 
people and digitalisation 
is ensuring that there is no 
corruption. Digital is the way 
forward and digital is also the 
way to make J-K future ready. 
Whatever development you 
are seeing in Srinagar - we 
are making  More On P6

Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Secretary Arun 
Kumar Mehta has said that 
there is no chance of corrup-
tion in the Union Territory 
now as all services have been 
made online.

He said various schemes 
and platforms have brought 
transparency in the system 

which has ensured that no 
money can be withdrawn 
fraudulently from the public 
exchequer.

"We have taken the initia-
tive of making all services 
online. The aim is to create a 
corruption-free environment. 
Earlier it was said that out of 
one rupee,   More On P6

IN THE LAST YEAR, 1.87 CRORE 
TOURISTS visited Jammu and Kashmir. 
There is a 59 percent increase in the 
number of foreign tourists.”

THE OPERATIONAL 
FRAMEWORK HAS 

BEEN ESTABLISHED. In 
this mechanism, the CSIR 
will provide funding for 
the foundational research. 
When addressing safety 
and toxicological studies, 
DBT will offer its support.”

26000 Smart Meter 
Users Switch To 
Prepaid Mode: CE
Agencies

Srinagar: Amid the installa-
tion of smart meters across 
the Valley, the government 
on Monday said that at least 
26000 consumers have 
switched to prepaid mode so 
far in the valley.

“The process to switch the 
smart meters into prepaid mode 
has already started for those 
whose smart meters have been 
installed in the phase-I. We have 
crossed about 26000 smart 
meters so far,” Javaid Yousf 
Dar, Chief Engineer, Kashmir 
Power Distribution Corporation 
Limited (KPDCL) said. He said 
that the process is going on 
gradually and all the consum-
ers will have to switch the smart 
meters into prepaid mode.

Asked when the smart me-
ters installed in the second 
phase will be switched to 
prepaid mode, KPDCL Chief 
Engineer said that at present 
the  More On P6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is inform the general public that my name has been wrongly mentioned in my service 
records as Ravi Kummar while as my actual name as per documents is Ravi Kumar.Now I 
want to apply for its correction.If anybody has any objection he/she may contact concerned 
department within seven days from the date of publication of this notice.No objection shall 
be entertained thereafter.

Ravi Kumar 
S/o Brij Lal 	 nj
R/o Gudh Saroor Kishtwar 

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the information of the general public that my mother's name has been wrongly 
mentioned as Sabia Mir instead of Sabia  in my passport no .K2429093 issued on 14/09/2011.I 
want to rectify the said error in the  passport office .In this regard if anybody has any objection 
may contact the passport office within 7 days .

Samrah Tufail 
D/o Tufail Ahmad Mir 	 nj
R/o S K Colony Hilalabad sector 2  Qamarwari Srinagar  

BEFORE THE HON’BLE
1.)Common High Court of J&K and Ladakh 

2. ) Principal District Judge Srinagar
3) J&K Special Tribunal Srinagar 

In the case of:-
Sameer Ahmed Dar S/o Abdul Ahad Dar 
R/o  Batmaloo  Srinagar 

                          …Caveator
Versus 

Public at large.
In The matter of: Caveat petition in terms of Section 148A CPC.
The caveators  has reason to believe/apprehension that non caveators  
may file an appeal/writ /revision or any other proceeding before this 
honble court on the ground of distorted facts/misrepresentation and 
cooked up story,therefore may succeed in obtaining some relief/order 
at their back/ex parte against the caveators and in such eventuality 
the caveators may suffer an irreparable loss and injury which can’t be 
compensated by any means later on.therefore it would be proper to put 
caveators on notice so that an opportunity of being head is given to the 
caveators  counsel Advocate  Mohammad Younus bhat  & Umar bhat Ad-
vocate mobile no :- 6006673466 , 9682546477 passing any such relief/
order.hence this caveat application.  

nj

PUBLIC NOTICE 
This is for the information of general public that the name, Date of birth 
& parentage in my passport bearing no S8417383 dated ;02.02.2019 
was wrongly mentioned as Tahira Zulafkar instead of Tahira Bano D/O 
Zulafkar Ali Malik While as my Mothers name is Zythoona Begum in-
stead of Rehana & my date of birth is 03.01.2001  instead of 20.12.1999 
as per certificate issued by J&K BOSE & as per my aadhaar card my ac-
tual name is Tahira Bano. Now I am supposed to correct the same in my 
passport. In this regard if any one is having any sort of objections, he/she 
may file his objection within seven days from thr date of publication of 
this notice in the concerned office. After the lapse considered period of 
time no objections shall be entertained.
Tahira Bano D/O Zulafkar Ali Malik
R/O Sonium Pattan 
Dist: Baramulla		  jjm
Pin : 193121  

Aijaz Ahmad 
Bhat

Ghulam Ahmad Bhat    

21-01-1997

Ghulam Ahmad Bhat S/o Mohammad Ramzan 
R/o S.D. Colony Batmaloo 
Srinagar

18-08-2023

05-09-2023

nj

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Department of Wildlife Protection 
Wild Animal Scare: “Do’s and Don’ts Thereof”

A P P E A L

•	 Do not move alone in the forest area. Children and woman are more vulnerable to Leopard / 
Bear attacks, which can be contained if they move in groups or children are accompanied by an 
elderly person.

•	 Always move on regular forest paths and avoid short cuts.
•	 Avoid going to forests for collection of wood etc. in early morning or evening hours, which is the 

peak activity time for Leopards. 
•	 Do not chase or try to go near to a wild animal if sighted from a distance in the forest areas.
•	  Livestock taken to pastures inside forests and near crop fields must be attended by three to 

four persons. Any type of bell or sound producing device be put around the neck of few cattle.
•	  Avoid using of bush growths and forest fringe areas for nature calls in late evening or night 

hours, this time coincides with peak activity of wild animals. It is requested to create commu-
nity or home toilet facilities to avoid such dangers.

•	  People living in vicinity of forests should also complete their outside activities such as social 
visits, fetching water from Streams, grazing cattle, collection of house hold items etc. during 
day time only.

•	  Provide sufficient light around your utilities outside your home so that animals do not feel 
safe in the vicinity.

•	  Do not create kitchen dumping around your houses as this invites stray dogs to the spot which 
in turn invite leopard movement. As dogs are delicacy for these carnivores.

•	  The villagers must regularly remove all bushes or shrubs from the vicinity of houses in coop-
erative manner. Such vegetation clearance will increase visibility and help to keep the Leopard 
away from their houses.

•	  The cattle shed in village houses should be constructed, “Leopard Proof” using wooden mate-
rial or concrete structure. The pet dogs kept in houses can also alarm the presence of predator 
in the vicinity of houses.

•	  It has been observed that whenever leopard is sighted, people make a lot of noise which can 
prove dangerous. As such the wild animal feels insecure and can cause damage. It is advisable 
not to make noise, while leopard is sighted.

•	  In case of any emergency, the Wildlife Protection Department in Kashmir Region be contacted 
on the contact numbers given below. In case non-availability of Wildlife Protection Department 
in the area, the nearest forest territorial / police / revenue officials may be contacted for neces-
sary recovery protection.

Detail of Control Rooms established for tackling Man-Animal Conflict in 
Kashmir Region  ( UPDATED ) As as 04-09-2023

Office/ Division No. of 
Control 
Rooms

Location of Control Room Contact No. Name

Central Control 
Room/ Hokersar 
Wetland Divn

1 Hokersar. 9796171787 Sajjid Farooq 

Central Division
Dachigam 
Srinagar

3 Control Room Dachigam 9419207499 Gh.Hassan Bhat 
Control Room Sharshali Khrew 9541622620 Hameed Sheikh
Control Room Ganderbal (Wayil) 8825088526 Shabir Ahmad 

Khan
North Division 
Sopore

7 Divisional Office near SDH Hospital, 
Sopore

8899012071 Gh Hassan Dar

Dragmulla (Water Khani) Kupwara 9103630305 Waqar Ahmad 
Khan

Tangmarg near Police Station 9797174803 Feroz Nazir
Bazipora Ajas Bandipora 8491036630 Fida Hussain 
Baramulla near Mini-Secretariat 9622455153 Qayoom Khan
Handwara 8899952303 Sadiq Hussain Dar
Langate 9797278014 Farooq Ahmad Pir

South Division 
Bijbehara

6 Bijbehara 9906418164 Firdous Ahmad 
Shah

Srigufwara 7889844194 Sajad  Ahmad 
.Shah

Salia  Aishmuqam 7006804183 Gh Mohidin Khan
Kulgam 7889795082 Jahangir Ahmad 

Wani
Achabal 7006979446 Irshad Ali Yatoo
Lower Munda 8491842464 Mushtaq Ahmad 

Mir
Shopian Division 
Shopian

3 Hirpora Shopian 9906967104 Mohd  Mudasir 
Bhat

Tral 9797112912 Mushtaq Ahmad 
Rather

Khangund 8082197452 Mohammad You-
suf Bhat

DIPK-8282/23	 dated: 04-09-2023	 Sd/-
Regional Wildlife Warden

         Kashmir Region

Fax/Phone: 
 	 email: xenssdtdr@gmail.com

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office Of The Executive Engineer R&B  Div Tangdar
	

Notice inviting e-Tender
1stFresh e-NIT Tender No: 125of 2023-24Date:-04.09.2023

Endtt No:3879-88/ E-tender of SSDTDR

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders (in 
Single Cover System) ona percentage basis are invited from approved and eligible contractors for 
the following workto be opened by the Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div. Tangdar  on at 11:00 AM.

S No Name of work Estt. Cost 
(Rs. in lakh)

Earnest 
Money

Cost of T/ 
Doc. (in 
Rs.)

MH of Ac-
count

Time of 
Completion

Class of 
contract

01 Annual repairs /
unforeseen /leak-
ages and bursting 
of pipes (Stage 
contract)

2.00 4000 200 2215 M&R As and 
when re-
quired dur-
ing the year 
2023-24

DEE

	
Position of AAA/TS	 : 	 accorded
1.	 The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, set of terms and conditions and other details can be seen/ downloaded on e-procurement 
Portal www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: 

1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 04.09.2023
2. Date of start of downloading 04.09.2023
3. Bid submission start Date Technical/ Financial 04.09.2023
4. Bid Submission end date 12.09.2023upto4:00PM
5. Date & Time of opening of Tenders (online) 13.09.2023  at10:00 AM.
2. Bid Security/ Earnest Money and Cost of Tender Document

2.01	  Bids must be accompanied with Earnest money and cost of tender document (Non- Re-
fundable/Non- transferrable) to be deposited under MH: 0059-. in shape of Treasury Challan/ re-
ceipt or e-Challan (mentioning therein NIT No, S No of work and Adv. Cost of work) and to be pledged 
in favour of the Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div Tangdar &date on the instruments must not be prior 
to the date of issuance of this tender Notice.
2.02	 Bids must be accompanied with Earnest money as per column 04 of the above abstract.
2.03	  Earnest money in favour of Successful tenderer shall be released after production of Per-
formance Security @ 3% of upper cielings
3.	  Bidders must ensure to upload all the documents clearly and no clarification shallbe 
asked for later-	 on. However, the documents shall be received only from 1st lowest tenderer 
(L-1)at the time of 	 fixation of contract.
4.	 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening 
of Price bids.
5.   Note: 	 Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
6.   The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of tender due to any rea-
son/ 	 reasons.
7. 	 Scanned copy of Bid Security/Earnest Money, cost of tender documents in shape of e-
challan or 	Treasury challan/ receipt pledged to the Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div Tangdar	
enlistment card duly renewed, Verification of enlistment card,G. S. Tin No.,latest GST Return 	
GST-3B for last Quarter (Quarterly return) and Previous month for(Monthly return).
8.    All other terms and conditions as laid down in the PWD Form 25 Double shall also remain in 
force.					   
DIPK-8291/23 	 Executive Engineer
dated: 04-09-2023	 R&B Div Tangdar

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT.

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Baramulla.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
e-NIT No:-  81/6520-29/2023-24/RnB/Bla   Dated  02.09.2023 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders (In Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage basis from ap-
proved and eligible Contractors Regd. With J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the 
following works:-

S. No Name of Work Est. Cost           
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Earnest 
money. 
(In Rs.)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rs.)

Time of 
comp-
letion

Class of 
Cont-
ractor

Major 
Head of 
Account

Project 
Authority

Position of 
AAA

Position 
of funds

1. Construction of two 
seated Public Toilet 
Block at Iqbal Market 
Old Town Baramulla

5.51 11100/- 300/- 45days C&D Normal 
Resources 
of MC 
Baramulla

Chief 
Executive 
Officer MC 
Baramulla

Accorded Avail-
able

1.	 The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of 
quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental 
website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below.

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 02.09.2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding 

documents
From 04.09.2023 to 11.09.2023 4:00PM

3 Bid submission Start date 05.09.2023
4 Bid Submission End Date 11.09.2023 upto 4:00PM
5 Date and time of Opening of Bids 

(Online)
12.09.2023 upto 11:00AM in the office of the Executive Engineer R&B Divi-
sion Baramulla

2.	 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End 
date) deposited in M.H. 0059 mentioning there in the name of work/ NIT No. in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division 
Baramulla  (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document. 
3.	 At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost 
in the form of CDR/FDR pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Baramulla. Besides that, 
the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with 
the Government's circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the success-
ful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the total cost, which will be released after successful 
completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.
4.	 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bid-
ders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online 
on same Web Site at the office of the Executive Engineer, R&B Division Baramulla. 
5.	 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
6.	 The bidder shall be debarred for tendering process If:-
a)	 Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the 
terms and conditions of the bid.
b)	 Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c)	 Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
7.	 The tender/ bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill requirements as laid down in NIT.
8.	 All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form. 
No. 6520-29 					         	 Executive Engineer
DIPK-8249/23 	 Dated 04.09.2023    	                                    	                R&B Division Baramulla
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ChatGPT Could Boost Vaccine Uptake 
By Debunking Jab Safety Myths: Study
Press Trust Of India

Artificial intelli-
gence (AI) chatbot, 
ChatGPT, could 
help to increase 

vaccine uptake by de-
bunking myths around the 
safety of jabs, according to 
a study.

In the study published 
in the journal Human Vac-
cines and Immunothera-
peutics, the researchers 
asked the top 50 most 
frequently-asked Covid-19 
vaccine questions. They 
included queries based 
on myths and fake stories 
such as the vaccine caus-
ing Long Covid.

The researchers from 
the University of Santiago 
de Compostela in Spain 
found that ChatGPT scored 
nine out of 10 on average 
for accuracy. The rest of the 
time it was correct but left 
some gaps in the informa-
tion provided.

The AI tool is a "reli-
able source of non-tech-
nical information to the 
public," especially for 
people without specialist 
scientific knowledge, they 
said. However, the find-
ings do highlight some 
concerns about the tech-
nology such as ChatGPT 
changing its answers in 
certain situations.

"Overall, ChatGPT con-
structs a narrative in line 
with the available scien-
tific evidence, debunking 
myths circulating on social 
media," said study lead au-
thor Antonio Salas, a pro-
fessor at the University of 
Santiago de Compostela.

“Thereby, it potential-
ly facilitates an increase 
in vaccine uptake. Chat-
GPT can detect counter-
feit questions related to 
vaccines and vaccination. 
The language this AI uses 
is not too technical and 
therefore easily under-
standable to the public 
but without losing scien-
tific rigor," Salas said.

The researchers ac-
knowledge that the pres-
ent-day version of ChatGPT 
cannot substitute an expert 
or scientific evidence, but 
the results suggest it could 
be a reliable source of in-

formation to the public.
In 2019, the World 

Health Organisation 
(WHO) listed vaccine hesi-
tancy among the top 10 
threats to global health. 
During the pandemic, mis-
information spread via so-
cial media contributed to 
public mistrust of Covid-19 
vaccination.

The researchers test-
ed ChatGPT's ability to 
get the facts right and 
share accurate informa-
tion around Covid vaccine 
safety in line with current 
scientific evidence.

ChatGPT enables peo-
ple to have human-like 
conversations and inter-
actions with a virtual as-
sistant. The technology is 
very user-friendly which 
makes it accessible to a 
wide population, the re-
searchers noted.

However, many gov-
ernments are concerned 
about the potential for 
ChatGPT to be used 
fraudulently in educa-
tional settings such as 
universities, they said. 
The study was designed 

to challenge the chatbot 
by asking it the questions 
most frequently received 
by the WHO collaborating 
center at the university.

The queries covered 
three themes. The first was 
misconceptions around 
safety such as the vaccine 
causing Long Covid. Next 
was false contraindications 
– medical situations where 
the jab is safe to use such as 
in breastfeeding women.

The questions also 
related to true contrain-
dications – a health con-
dition where the vaccine 
should not be used – and 
cases where doctors must 

take precautions e.G. A 
patient with heart muscle 
inflammation.

The experts analysed 
the responses and then 
rated them for veracity and 
precision against current 
scientific evidence, and 
recommendations from 
WHO and other interna-
tional agencies.

The authors say this 
was important because al-
gorithms created by social 
media and internet search 
engines are often based on 
an individual's usual pref-
erences. This may lead to 
'biased or wrong answers', 
they added.

Results showed that 
most of the questions were 
answered correctly with an 
average score of nine out 
of 10 which is defined as 
‘excellent' or ‘good'. The re-
sponses to the three ques-
tion themes were on aver-
age 85.5 per cent or 14.5 
per cent but with gaps in 
the information provided 
by ChatGPT.

The chatbot provided 
correct answers to queries 
that arose from genuine 

vaccine myths, and to those 
considered in clinical rec-
ommendation guidelines 
to be false or true contrain-
dications.

However, the research 
team does highlight Chat-
GPT's downsides in provid-
ing vaccine information. 
"Chat GPT provides differ-
ent answers if the question 
is repeated ‘with a few sec-
onds of delay," Salas said.

"Another concern we 
have seen is that this AI 
tool, in its present version, 
could also be trained to 
provide answers not in line 
with scientific evidence," 
the researcher added.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4 :40

ZUHR	 12:32

ASR	 5: 04

Magrib	 7:00
ISHA	 8: 22

•	 1198- Philips of Zwabia, Prince of Hohenstaufen, 
crowned King of Germany and King of the Romans

•	 1519- Second Battle of Tehuacingo, Mexico: Hernán 
Cortés vs Tlascala Aztecs

•	 1550- William Cecil appoints himself English 
minister of foreign affairs

•	 1590- Alexander Farnese's army forces Henry IV of 
France to raise the siege of Paris

•	 1596- Dutch fleet commander Cornelis de Houtman 
taken hostage in Java, is later ransomed

•	 1622- Bishop Richelieu appointed Cardinal under 
French King Louis XIII

•	 1646- First public library in the Americas established 
when Bishop Palafox y Mendoza donates his 
personal library of 5,000 volumes to Tridentine 
colleges in Puebla, Mexico [1]

•	 1666- Great Fire of London ends, leaving 13,200 
houses destroyed and 8 dead

•	 1698- Russian Tsar Peter the Great imposes a tax on 
beards

•	 1717- Britain's King George I issues Proclamation "For 
Suppressing Pirates in the West Indies", granting 
pirates who surrender a pardon (re-issued 1718)

•	  1774- The 1st Continental Congress, a meeting of 
delegates from 12 of the 13 British colonies that later 
became the United States, convenes at Carpenters' 
Hall in Philadelphia

•	 1795 -  USA and Algiers sign peace treaty
•	 1800  - Malta surrenders to British after they 

blockade French troops
•	 1814 -Battle of Masurische Meren: Germans chase 

Russians out of East Prussia
•	  1864 -  British, French & Dutch fleets attacked Japan 

in Shimonoseki Straits
•	 1914  - Great Britain, France, Belgium and Russia sign 

pact of London
•	 1914 -  US President Woodrow Wilson orders US 

Navy to make its wireless stations accessible for 
any transatlantic communications - even to German 
diplomats sending coded messages; leads to 
interception of the Zimmermann telegram, helping 
bring the US into the war

•	 1915 -  Anti-war conference in Zimmerwald, 
Switzerland

•	 1915 -  Tsar Nicholas II, distressed by increasing 
Russian losses, assumes personal command of his 
nation's military forces; clearly a symbolic act and 
devastating for his leadership

•	 1937  - Spanish Civil War: Llanes falls
•	 1939  - FDR declares US neutrality at start of WW II 

in Europe
•	 1939  - New Zealand Prime Minister, Michael Joseph 

Savage declares New Zealand's support for Britain 
in the war with Germany; Savage famously told the 
nation 'where she goes, we go. Where she stands, we 
stand'

•	 1942  - Battle at Alam Halfa ends
•	 1942 -  British & US bomb Le Havre & Bremen
•	 1944  - Allies liberate Brussels
•	 1944 -  Belgium, Luxembourg & Netherlands sign 

customs Unity treaty
•	 1953  - 1st privately operated atomic reactor-Raleigh, 

NC
•	 1953 -  US give Persian premier Zahedi $45 million 

aid
•	 1958  - 1st color video recording on magnetic tape 

presented, Charlotte, North Carolina
•	 1961 -  JFK begins underground nuclear testing
•	 1961 - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern 

Kazakh/Semipalitinsk USSR
•	 1973 -  Conference of less developed countries 

approves forming "producers' associations" and 
calls for withdrawal of Israeli forces from occupied 
Arab lands

•	 1977  - Voyager 1 (US) launched toward fly-by of 
Jupiter, Saturn

•	 1978  - Anwar Sadat, Menachem Begin and Jimmy 
Carter begin Egypt-Isreal peace conference at Camp 
David

•	 1980  - World's longest road tunnel, St Gotthard in 
Swiss Alps, opens

•	 1983 -  8th Space Shuttle Mission-Challenger 3-lands 
at Edwards AFB

•	 1984  - 12th Space Shuttle Mission (41-D) -Discovery 
1- lands at Edwards AFB

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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1445

J&K Chief Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta flagged off digital van during a function orgnized as 
part of 'Digital Srinagar Week' at Lal Chowk Square on Monday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

DIPK-NB-3005/23	
dated: 04-09-2023

DIPK-NB-3006/23
dated: 04-09-2023
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Roads Leading To Makhdoom Sahab (RA) 
Shrine In Dilapidated Condition 

Admissions Under Process 
At SP College Srinagar

Digital Week Celebrations

Inter College Seminar 
Held At A.S College

VC SKUAST-K Inaugurates 
03 Day National Conference

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Just a few days ahead 
of the annual Urs at Hazrat Makh-
doom Sahab (RA) shrine, the dev-
otees, who are thronging to the 
shrine on regular basis have to 
face immense hardships as all the 
three roads leading to the religious 
place are in shambles, thus giving 
tough time to them.

Pertinently, the annual Urs of 

Sultan-ul-Arifeen Hazrat Sheikh 
Hamza Makhdoom Sahib (RA), is 
scheduled to commence in com-
ing days, during which a huge 
rush of devotees could be wit-
nessed at the shrine.

However, the locals said that 
all the roads leading to the shrine 
have developed potholes, causing 
huge inconvenience to the people.

“The shambles condition of all 
the three main roads is pushing 
the devotees to the wall. Whenever 

it rains, the road turns into a small 
pond as the muddy water gets ac-
cumulated on the potholed roads,” 
said a local resident.

“I travel on the route on a 
daily basis, and the condition of 
the road is very bad,” added Ju-
naid Ahmad, another local while 
urging the administration to look 
into the matter at an earliest so 
that the devotees could heave a 
sigh of relief.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Vice Chancellor 
(V.C) SKUAST-Kashmir, Professor 
Nazir Ahmed Ganaie today inaugu-
rated a three-day National Confer-
ence on ‘Future of Agriculture and 
Agriculture for Future Indian Per-
spective’ here.

The Conference has been or-
ganized by Division of Vegetable 
Science, Faculty of Horticulture, 
SKUAST- Kashmir in collaboration 
with Society for Plant Research 
(VEGETOS)

Directors, Deans Heads of Di-

visions /Research Stations, Uni-
versity Scientists attended the 
inaugural function. About 200 
delegates from across the country 
are participating in the three-day 
National Conference.

Vice Chancellor SKUAST-Kash-
mir in his address, emphasized the 
critical role of agriculture in shap-
ing India's future, highlighting the 
need for sustainable practices, tech-
nological advancements, and inno-
vation to address the challenges of 
food security, climate change and 
rural development.

He said with a commitment to 
fostering collaboration and knowl-

edge exchange, the conference 
promises to be a catalyst for trans-
formative change in the agricul-
tural sector, aligning with India's 
vision for a prosperous and sus-
tainable future.

Vice Chancellor SKUAST-Kash-
mir also expressed heartfelt ap-
preciation for Dr. Baseerat Afroza, 
Organizing Secretary and head divi-
sion of Vegetable Science, SKUAST-
K and her dedicated team for their 
exceptional efforts in orchestrating 
a highly successful National Con-
ference to explore into the pressing 
theme of the conference, which is 
the need of the hour.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Sri Pratap Col-
lege Srinagar has the 
distinction of being one 
of the oldest institutions 
of the UT of Jammu and 
Kashmir. The college 
has recently been ac-
credited with  grade A+ 
by the NAAC.

The admission pro-
cess for various PG and 
UG (NEP-2020) programs 
under CUET and NON-
CUET quota is under 
process at Sri Pratap Col-
lege Sri Pratap College.

In this connection, 
the eligible candidates 
can get themselves ad-
mitted in various UG/
PG courses against avail-
able seats. The left out 

students have a unique 
opportunity through spot 
admission to participate 
in the admission process.

The desirous UG 
candidates can partici-
pate in the spot round 
from 05th September 
2023 through https://
jkadmission.samarth.
ac.in/ .Furthermore eli-
gible PG candidates are 
being admitted through 
h t t p s : / / w w w . c u s r i -
nagar.edu.in/NEP/ .

The candidates are 
advised to go through the 
eligibility conditions of 
the courses available on 
Cluster University Sri-
nagar website https://
www.cusrinagar.edu.
in/  and check admis-
sion notifications.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A student semi-
nar was today held by the 
Department of Computer 
Applications in collabo-
ration with the Debates 
and Seminars Commit-
tee, Amar Singh College 
Srinagar in the Bukhari 
Hall of the college.

The seminar was held 
as part of the week-long 
Digital India Week Cele-
brations being held in the 
college from 01 September 
to 06 September, 2023.

Around 15 students 
from eight colleges of 
Srinagar including GDC 
Hyderpora, S. P. College, 
COE Srinagar, GDC Be-

mina, VB College, Wom-
en’s College M.A. Road, 
Islamia College and A. S. 
College participated in the 
seminar. They included 
Farman Nisar and Soban 
Rashid Bhat (S.P. Col-
lege Srinagar),  Nadeem 
Ayoub and Aqsa Shafi 
(IASE Srinagar), Atoofa 
Zahoor and Burhan 
Ahmad (GDC Bemina), 
Shahid Manzoor and Ikh-
las Manzoor (V.B. Col-
lege Srinagar), Tabish 
Dar and Hadiya Sultan 
(A.S. College Srinagar), 
Sadiya Talat (Women’s 
College M.A. Road), Saq-
ib Mushtaq (Islamia Col-
lege of Science and Com-
merce, Srinagar) and 
Aqsa (GDC Hyderpora).
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Unusual weather 
pattern

S
eptember is expected to be one of the driest 
months of the year in Kashmir, with no signifi-
cant precipitation anticipated for the first two 
weeks of the month, according to a forecast is-

sued by the region’s weather department (MeT). The alert 
comes amid an unrelenting heat wave that has gripped 
the region since the onset of summer, with temperatures 
in Srinagar soaring to 34.6 degrees Celsius. The unusual 
heatwave conditions began in May, continued through 
June and July, and extended into August. While heat-
waves are not uncommon in May across north and cen-
tral India, the exceptionally high temperatures in places 
like  Jammu and Kashmir have raised concerns.

One factor contributing to these soaring tempera-
tures has been the feeble presence of Western Distur-
bances, which usually bring rainfall and cooler condi-
tions to J&K during this time of year. These disturbances 
have been disappointingly lacking in moisture, allowing 
the sun's radiation to heat the region unabated. Dry 
westerly winds have only exacerbated the situation, as 
they do not bring any moisture relief.

Despite the overall dry outlook for September, the 
MeT's data reveals an interesting twist: Precipitation in 
J&K, attributed to Western Disturbances and the mon-
soon, has been surprisingly above normal. From June 1 
onwards, the region received 171.4 mm of rainfall, com-
pared to the average 135.2 mm during this period. Both 
Kashmir and Jammu divisions experienced more rain 
than usual, with Jammu division recording 23.7 percent 
above-normal rainfall and Kashmir valley going a re-
markable 34.1 percent beyond the usual figures.

This unusual precipitation created a flood-like 
situation in the second week of July. The water level 
of river Jhelum  breached flood alert levels in south 
Kashmir and Srinagar, causing concern among the 
local population.

The surprising combination of a dry September fore-
cast and above-average rainfall in the preceding months 
shows the growing complexity of climate patterns in this 
region. We can still hope for the weather to pleasantly 
surprise us. As we deal with these weather extremes, it 
serves as a reminder of the urgent need for continued 
research and monitoring of climate patterns in J&K and 
Ladakh. Understanding and adapting to the evolving 
climate is crucial for the well-being of the residents of 
the region. It also serves to alert people as well as the 
UT government about the need to take concrete steps to 
protect our environment. It is true that climate change 
is a global phenomenon and the local measures -  and 
that too in as small a region as Jammu and Kashmir - 
won’t make a big difference. But it hardly detracts from 
the urgent need to adopt a climate friendly approach in 
any part of the world, including in Kashmir. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Mapping the 
way forward

A 
week after the first conversation in many months 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, India and China appear 
nowhere near coming to any kind of understanding 

to repair their relations. On the contrary, relations this week 
have faced yet another storm, with the two sides clashing over 
China issuing a new map and reports on Thursday suggesting 
that Mr. Xi may skip the G-20 Summit in New Delhi next week. 
The Chinese Foreign Ministry did not confirm those reports, 
but it also chose not to deny them. Events this week, mean-
while, served a reminder of the currently low levels of trust, 
with relations arguably at their lowest since the normalisation 
of ties in the 1980s. On August 28, China issued what it called 
a “standard map” for 2023, which showed the entire State of 
Arunachal Pradesh, the Aksai Chin region and the South 
China Sea as Chinese territory, drawing protests from India, 
Malaysia and the Philippines. Beijing defended the map as 
“routine” and asked India to not “over-interpret” it, after the 
Ministry of External Affairs lodged a strong protest. While it 
may be true that the map made no new territorial claims and 
depicted borders as in previous Chinese maps, it is clear that 
the needless issuing of a new map, amid multiple, live territori-
al disputes, has only further complicated them. The responses 
of China’s neighbours make that clear.

When India in 2019 issued a new map following the inter-
nal reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir and creation of the 
new Union Territory of Ladakh, Beijing responded with strong 
statements and initiated discussions at the United Nations Se-
curity Council, even though that map, too, did not change In-
dia’s external boundaries or territorial claims vis-à-vis China. 
In the view of some observers, China’s increasingly aggressive 
mobilisation on the Line of Actual Control, leading to the on-
going crisis that has plunged relations to this low level, was 
partly a response to India’s reiteration of its claims to Aksai 
Chin in 2019. In the recent up-and-down history of India’s ties 
with China, summit meetings have offered the platform for the 
two countries to dial down tensions by giving the two leaders 
the opportunity for high-level interventions, as was the case at 
the 2017 BRICS Summit following the Doklam stand-off. Regard-
less of whether Mr. Xi visits New Delhi next week, the prospects 
of a similar rapprochement remain dim. Repairing relations 
will require slowly rebuilding trust on a foundation of greater 
mutual sensitivity. Indeed, China would do well to show its 
neighbours the sensitivity that it demands of them, if it has any 
inclination towards repairing increasingly fraught relations.

The  Hindu
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Celebrating Teachers Day

Modern Teachers and Their 
Unspoken Struggles

Modern teachers don't just impart knowledge; they light the way 
in the digital age, inspiring curiosity and creativity

Dr. Ashaq Hussain

T
eachers' Day is a special occasion dedi-
cated to honoring educators for their 
invaluable contributions to society. 
Celebrated on the 5th of September 

in India, this day holds great significance as 
it marks the birth anniversary of Dr. Sarve-
palli Radhakrishnan, a renowned philosopher, 
scholar, and India's second President. Dr. Rad-
hakrishnan's deep dedication to education and 
his transformative ideas about teaching con-
tinue to inspire educators across the nation. On 
this day, we not only pay homage to the mem-
ory of a visionary leader but also recognize 
the modern teachers who embody the spirit of 
teaching in a rapidly evolving world. Today, 
on this special day, it is essential to reflect on 
the changing landscape of education and how 
modern teaching skills are shaping the future 
of our students.

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan once said, 
"Teachers should be the best minds in the 
country." His words underline the vital role 
teachers play in shaping the future of a na-
tion. Dr. Radhakrishnan's emphasis on the 
role of teachers and their potential to inspire 
and guide students is as relevant today as it 
was in his time. Today, the field of education 
is constantly evolving due to advancements 
in technology, changes in societal norms, and 
the growing diversity of students. Addition-
ally, modern teachers face an immense work-
load that often goes unnoticed. The demands 
of curriculum development, lesson planning, 
grading, and administrative tasks can leave 
teachers feeling overwhelmed and burnt out. 
With increasing class sizes and pressure to 
meet standardized testing requirements, the 
workload continues to mount, leaving teach-
ers with limited time for personal and pro-
fessional growth. But, to honor the spirit of 
Dr. Radhakrishnan, modern educators have 
adapted to these changes by embracing mod-
ern teaching skills to provide the best possible 
education to their students by advancements 
in technology, changing societal needs, and in-
novative pedagogical approaches, thus we find 
ourselves at the forefront of this shift, embrac-
ing new methodologies and adapting to the 
ever-evolving educational landscape.

Despite the importance of education, many 
teachers struggle with insufficient resources in 
their classrooms. Inadequate funding for teach-
ing learning material often leads to outdated 
teaching aids, limited technology, and a lack of 
essential supplies. But still, modern teachers try 
their best to be resourceful and creative to pro-
vide quality education despite these limitations. 
Today, teachers utilize online platforms, multi-
media resources, and interactive applications to 
make learning engaging and accessible. Virtual 
classrooms have become the norm, enabling ed-
ucators to reach students worldwide, transcend-
ing geographical boundaries.

Modern teachers understand that every 
student is unique, with different learning styles 
and paces. They strive to create personalized 
learning experiences that cater to individual 
needs, fostering a deeper understanding of 
the subject matter. This approach not only en-
hances student engagement but also promotes 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
In today's knowledge-driven economy, creativ-
ity and innovation are highly prized. Modern 
teachers encourage students to think outside 

the box, explore their passions, and develop a 
creative mindset. They create an environment 
that nurtures curiosity, enabling students to 
become lifelong learners who continuously 
seek knowledge and innovation. The world 
is more interconnected than ever before, and 
modern teachers recognize the importance of 
global awareness. They incorporate global per-
spectives into their lessons, exposing students 
to diverse cultures, ideas, and issues. This 
broadens students' horizons, instilling empa-
thy and a sense of responsibility towards global 
challenges. While academic knowledge is cru-
cial, modern teachers also focus on nurturing 

essential soft skills like communication, team-
work, and emotional intelligence. These skills 
are vital for success in the modern workforce, 
and educators play a pivotal role in helping stu-
dents develop them.

So, everyone today knows and recognizes 
that the spirit of teaching extends beyond the 
classroom and goes far beyond the mere trans-
mission of information and as such teachers 
are essential contributors to society, yet they 
sometimes feel undervalued and unsupported. 
The lack of respect for the teaching profession 
is reflected in lower facilities compared to the 
education and experience required. Addition-
ally, teachers may face criticism from parents, 
administrators, and policymakers, making it 
challenging to perform their duties effectively. 
Managing a classroom with diverse students 
and their unique needs is no easy feat. Many 
modern teachers encounter disruptive behav-
ior, lack of discipline, and the increasing preva-
lence of mental health issues among students. 
Addressing these issues requires both patience 
and empathy, often without the necessary 
training or resources to do so effectively. 

Last, but not the least, Education policies, 
examination/evaluation patterns are chang-
ing frequently, affecting curriculum standards, 
evaluation criteria, and teaching methods. 
Teachers are often required and forced to adapt 
quickly to these changes, which disrupt their 
established teaching practices and lead to add-
ed stress and confusion.

To conclude with, Teacher's Day is not only 
a day to celebrate the contributions of educa-
tors but also a reminder of the responsibilities 

and challenges that come with modern teach-
ing and teachers. In the spirit of Dr. S. Rad-
hakrishnan, teachers should strive to adapt, 
evolve, and equip themselves with the neces-
sary skills to provide a high-quality education 
that prepares students for the demands of the 
21st century. By embracing change and adopt-
ing modern teaching skills, educators on their 
part have proven their skills and are continu-
ing to inspire and shape the future of our na-
tion, just as Dr. Radhakrishnan envisioned. 

Thus, it is essential to recognize and ap-
preciate the dedication and resilience of these 
modern teachers who continue to inspire 

and educate future generations, and side by 
side face numerous challenges that often go 
unnoticed. On Teachers' Day, let everyone 
recognize the modern teachers who embody 
the evolving spirit of teaching by adapting to 
changing times, embracing technology, and 
inspiring students to become lifelong learners 
and responsible global citizens. As we honor 
their dedication and passion, let us remember 
that education is the cornerstone of progress 
and that modern teachers are the architects 
of our future. It's thus crucial for society, 
policymakers, and educational institutions to 
address their issues, provide support and re-
sources, and ensure that teachers receive the 
respect and recognition they truly deserve. In 
doing so, we can help create a more nurturing 
and sustainable environment for both educa-
tors and students. 

On this special day, we pay our tribute to 
those whose guidance is absolute. They have 
opened doors to worlds unknown, and made our 
dreams steadily grow. In your lessons, we've 
found our way, thank you, teachers, for every 
day. So let us celebrate this day, to honor you 
in every way. For your dedication, we say "hoo-
ray," Happy Teachers' Day, we proudly say.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer
Dr. Ashaq Hussain is Associate Professor 

Chemistry at Govt. Degree College Chatroo and 
can be reached at joinchemistry@gmail.com

A 
young woman, just out of 
college, is teaching at my 
son’s play school. She works 
from 10:00 - 3:00 pm. Young 

toddlers such as mine are very dif-
ficult to handle and one would think 
that these teachers would be compen-
sated fairly for their work. Would you 
believe me if I say that these teachers 
who take care of so many toddlers 
and give a full working day worth of 
time every single day a week in every 
month. are paid as low as three thou-
sand rupees a month! 

While we often applaud teachers 
for their dedication and contribu-
tions to society, it is disheartening 
to witness the exploitation of these 

educators, particularly in the critical 
early childhood education sector.

Play schools serve as the founda-
tion for a child's educational journey, 
where teachers play a pivotal role in 
shaping young minds. However, the 
teachers in Srinagar's play schools 
are facing dire financial circum-
stances due to inadequate compensa-
tion. Most of these play schools aren’t 
even registered! These educators, 
responsible for nurturing the intel-
lectual and emotional growth of our 
children, are often subjected to mea-
ger salaries that do not align with the 
value of their work.

Low wages not only lead to finan-
cial stress for teachers but also hin-

der their ability to provide quality 
education. Underpaid teachers may 
struggle to make ends meet, resulting 
in reduced motivation and, ultimate-
ly, a decline in the quality of early 
childhood education. This vicious 
cycle affects the very foundation of a 
child's learning experience.

It is essential for the government, 
educational institutions, and society 
as a whole to recognize the signifi-
cance of early childhood education 
and the vital role teachers play in it. 
Adequate compensation is not only a 
matter of fairness but also an invest-
ment in the future of our children. 
Well-paid and motivated teachers are 
more likely to deliver high-quality 

education, ensuring that our young-
est learners receive the best possible 
start in their educational journey.

I urge the relevant authorities 
and stakeholders in Srinagar to ad-
dress this issue promptly by imple-
menting fair compensation packages 
for play school teachers. It is time to 
acknowledge their dedication and 
hard work by providing them with 
wages that reflect the importance of 
their role in shaping the future of our 
children and our society.

Sincerely, 
A Parent 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES
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WHEN WE REFLECT ON THE LUMINARIES WHO HAVE 
SHAPED OUR WORLD, let us not forget the dedicated teachers 
who worked tirelessly in the shadows, the quiet heroes of our 
progress 

A Student’s Ode to His Mentor

Celebrating Teachers' Day: 

Honoring the Guiding Lights of Tomorrow

Teacher’s Day Special

Shahid Shafi

In India, Teacher’s Day is celebrated on 
5th of September every year to mark 
the birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan and to realize the con-
tribution and importance of teachers. 
Teachers play a significant role in shap-
ing the future of students.

Teaching is a noble profession ac-
knowledged as sacred in every religion 
and aspired by every successful person. 
APJ Kalam once said, “Teaching is a very 
noble profession that shapes the charac-
ter, caliber, and future of an individual. 
If the people remember me as a good 
teacher, that will be the biggest honour 
for me”.

After passing 12th Standard examina-
tions, I was not really interested in joining 
college but still did. I joined Govt Degree 
College Sogam in 2020. That year was 
chaotic due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
No one was expected to be attending. Yet, 
even in my second year, I skipped college 
because I had no interest in my course. 
However, things changed for good in the 
third year of my college.

We see it in movies and popular stories 
but we rarely think that we’d ever get to 
live to see ourselves get so inspired by a 
teacher’s guidance. For me, the unbeliev-
able turned out to be believable when I 
met a veteran and venerable person, my 
mentor, Dr Tauseef Ahmad Parray, an As-
sistant Professor in the  Islamic Studies 
department. Prof. Tauseef is known for 
being an accomplished author and prom-
ising scholar.

When I met him for the first time, I 
asked him several questions on writing 
skills. His patience baffled me at first and 
then kept inspiring me as we went on 
with the discussion. He shared his expe-
riences with me and suggested different 
techniques.

As fate would have it, our college orga-
nized an essay competition on Interna-
tional Women's Day in which I secured 2nd 
position, which was my first feat in writing.

After some time, I was told that I had 
become a Gender Ambassador for my 
college. For the same, I was required to 
turn in a 250 word blog.  I completed it 
in a short span of time and couldn’t help 

but notice my phobia of writing evapo-
rating and a renewed sense of confidence 
dawning on me. However, I knew who I 
needed to thank. It was Prof. Tauseef who 
gave me the confidence to think clearly, 

to write impactfully and to create confi-
dently.

Last year, on the annual day’s felici-
tation ceremony at my college,  I was 
awarded the ‘Best Writer of the Year” 
title. The victory made me remember 
being a student of 10th Standard, petri-
fied at the thought of having to write 
something in English! From that scared 
student to now being published and 
awarded — it sure has been a long jour-
ney and successful journeys are rarely 
ever possible all alone. It is teachers like 
Prof. Tauseef who believes in giving ev-
ery child a chance. Who bet their last 
penny on each one of us and inspire us 
through their hope in us.

While struggling with writing, I would 
contact Prof. Tauseef innumerable times 
at unusual hours. Yet, he would respond 
cordially and constantly gave me encour-
aging responses. This attribute is missing 

in many teachers.
In current times, most teachers casti-

gate their students, whenever students 
ask questions in lieu of clarifying doubts. 
How can students stay in an unquestion-
ing state, it's their right!  Instead of casti-
gating and demoralizing, teachers should 
anchor students, talk to them politely 
and in a friendly manner as teachers are 
the only hope of students who can stride 
them from the swamp of darkness to the 
paradise of light.

 I once read that APJ Kalam was asked, 
“who is a good teacher?” He replied, “A 
good teacher is one who radiates knowl-
edge and radiates purity of life”. Fortu-
nately I found both in my mentor, Tau-
seef sir.

Shahid Shafi Shah is a student of BSc 

6th semester at GDC Sogam and can be 

reached at shahshahid1809@gmail.com

WE SEE IT IN MOVIES AND POPULAR 
STORIES BUT WE RARELY THINK 
THAT WE’D EVER GET TO LIVE TO SEE 
OURSELVES GET SO INSPIRED BY A 
TEACHER’S GUIDANCE. For me, the 
unbelievable turned out to be believable 
when I met a veteran and venerable person, 
my mentor

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

As we turn the calendar to 
September 5th each year, 
we embark on a journey of 

gratitude and reflection. Teach-
ers' Day, a day dedicated to cel-
ebrating the mentors and guides 
who illuminate our​ paths, is a 
time to appreciate the incredible 
role educators play in shaping 
the future of society.

THE TEACHING PROFESSION IN THE 
21ST CENTURY

An effective teacher in the 21st 
century embodies a unique blend 
of knowledge, skills, beliefs, val-
ues, professional aspirations, and 
unbridled motivation. They tran-
scend the traditional confines of 
curriculum and content mastery, 
possessing a wealth of soft skills 
that enable them to empower 
students with advanced knowl-
edge and skills. These educators 
are beacons of guidance, nurtur-
ing their students with the latest 
research and the seamless inte-
gration of cutting-edge educa-
tional technologies.

When we reflect on the lu-
minaries who have shaped our 
world, let us not forget the dedi-
cated teachers who worked tire-
lessly in the shadows, the quiet 
heroes of our progress. To nurture 
students with not just knowledge 
but also values like environmen-
tal awareness, social conscious-
ness, tolerance, altruism, and 
respect, we must ensure teachers 
can develop without constraints, 
equipped with all the resources 
they need to excel.

THE TEACHER-STUDENT 
RELATIONSHIP AND ITS SACRED 
SIGNIFICANCE

The teaching profession is 
more than just a job; it creates 
the foundation for all other pro-
fessions. Among the various hu-
man relationships in the world, 
one stands as particularly sacred: 

the teacher-student relationship.
In Islam, the teacher's status is 

deemed equal to that of biological 
parents. A teacher is considered 
the second parent of a student. 
After parents, it is the teacher who 
imparts the real meaning of life—
how to behave, how to live, how 
to differentiate between right and 
wrong, and more.

A good teacher should possess 
certain qualities. They should 

have a pure character and a wel-
coming demeanor. Effective com-
munication skills, education, and 
knowledge are essential. Teachers 
should be role models for their 
students, diligently revising and 
reinforcing previous lessons. They 
should avoid overwhelming stu-
dents with excessive homework, 
instead, assessing their perfor-
mance empathetically. Scolding 
and corporal punishment should 

be avoided, with attention given 
to students' feelings, emotions, 
and self-esteem. Individualized 
methods of discipline should be 
adopted, and special support pro-
vided to slow learners. Teachers 
should also nurture physical and 
aesthetic development and fos-
ter students' character develop-
ment. Above all, they should use 
appropriate methods of commu-
nication, presenting themselves 

as role models in words, actions, 
morals, and intellect.

TEACHERS AND THE MODERN AGE
The teacher can impart others 

the same knowledge that they 
themselves have access to. How-
ever, the teaching profession is far 
from easy; it demands constant 
hard work, up-to-date knowl-
edge, dedication, passion, ethics, 
humanity, consciousness, spiritu-
ality, and a calm demeanor.

In the present age, moral edu-
cation is as crucial as secular 
education because knowledge 
without moral principles is like 
a fruitless tree, a futile endeavor. 
The Quran underscores moral ed-
ucation as a central theme, with 
numerous verses emphasizing 
the formation of good character 
and embodiment of morality.

Knowledge is intrinsically tied 
to morality. Knowledge pursued 
solely for personal gain is like 
poison, lacking in productivity.

APPRECIATION & CRITICISM
We often hear about govern-

ment teachers who struggle with 
basic tasks, like writing a simple 
application, betraying the great 
profession they represent. It is 
disheartening to witness some 
teachers who, during the pan-
demic, remained idle for nearly 
three years, yet proudly cel-
ebrate Teachers' Day, seemingly 
unaware of the true essence and 
responsibilities of the teaching 
profession.

On the other hand, we have 
seen teachers who dedicatedly 
fulfilled their duties, even join-
ing forces with healthcare pro-
fessionals to combat COVID-19 
while continuing to teach online. 
There are also honorable govern-
ment teachers who provided free 
home tuition during the pan-
demic, significantly contributing 
to the improvement of education 
standards in government schools.

To uplift government schools, 

it is imperative to introduce in-
service training courses to equip 
teachers with modern education, 
ensuring they can impart cutting-
edge knowledge to their students. 
Regular assessments of teachers' 
performance, similar to student 
evaluations, can maintain high 
standards in government schools. 
Encouraging government teach-
ers to enroll their own children in 
government schools would also 
foster a personal investment in 
improving these institutions.

A PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION TO 
EDUCATION

Whether in a supporting role 
behind the scenes or in more 
direct involvement, I, like many 
others, contribute to students' 
education by orchestrating ex-
ams, creating assignments, and 
providing practice papers. We 
are silent observers to the re-
markable dedication of teachers 
who mold the minds of our bud-
ding learners. With a profound 
sense of pride, we find ourselves 
deeply engaged in their educa-
tional journey, sowing the seeds 
of knowledge alongside these in-
spiring educators.

As we celebrate Teachers' Day, 
let us recognize the profound 
impact teachers have on society. 
They are not only educators but 
also mentors, shaping the char-
acter and future of our youth. It 
is a day to honor their dedica-
tion, inspire change, and pledge 
our support to empower these 
guiding lights as they lead us 
toward a brighter and more en-
lightened future. "Teachers have 
three loves: love of learning, love 
of learners, and the love of bring-
ing the first two loves together." 
- Scott Hayden

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is a 

Columnist & Motivational 

Speaker and an Associate 

Editor of the Weekly Publication 

'Education Quill.'
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How Cannabis Research
could be done on the plant. This eventually 

led to a fading of interest in research on it,” he 
said.

In 2015, the institute revisited their previous 
literature and work done on this plant, hoping 
to revive the research. “Due to the prohibitions 
surrounding Cannabis, we faced various obsta-
cles. Simultaneously, we applied for a research 
license from the J&K government. In India, our 
institute became the first one to obtain the li-
cense which allowed us to conduct laboratory 
research using this plant material,” he said.

The second part of this license involved cap-
tive cultivation. “This means we had to grow the 
plants in a controlled environment to prevent 
any unauthorized access. We designated one 
acre of land at Chatha Farm in the outskirts of 
Jammu city for this purpose, and we collected 
over 500 plant accessions (An accession is a 
group of related plant material from a single 
species which is collected at one time from a 
specific location) from various regions in J&K, 
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Arunachal 
Pradesh,” Dr. Zabeer said.

Medical Benefits of Cannabis and Research 
Findings

Cannabis is made up of more than 120 com-
ponents, which are known as cannabinoids. 
Cannabidiol (CBD) and tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), are the two most well-known and re-
searched cannabinoids. THC is responsible for 
the “high” that many people associate with 
cannabis, while CBD is a non-intoxicating, non-
euphoric component, according to the studies.

“While researchers are still working to un-
derstand how effectively cannabis can be used 
for medical purposes, there have already been 
a lot of promising results in the Western world. 
Some noteworthy examples include the first 
drug, Merinol, approved for treatment of nausea 
in 1995. Over the past decade, another botani-
cal drug called Sativax was approved for neu-
ropathic pain and stress, featuring key compo-
nents like THC and CBD. Additionally, in 2018, 
Epidiolex gained fame as a wonder drug for epi-
lepsy,” Principal Scientist, Medicinal Chemistry 
Division, CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative 
Medicine, Dr. Parvinder Pal Singh told Kashmir 
Observer.

The Cannabis research project involves 
three organizations: CSIR, the Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT) in New Delhi, and Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR). “The op-
erational framework has been established. In 
this mechanism, the CSIR will provide funding 
for the foundational research. When addressing 
safety and toxicological studies, DBT will offer 
its support,” he said.

Dr. Singh said their ongoing research started 
with comprehending the various species, sub-
species, and chemical constituents of cannabis 
plant in India. “This foundational knowledge 
guides our research direction, including the 
study of cannabinoids. Of the 125 types of com-
ponents present in the plant, only 10 have been 
studied. This leaves 90 percent of them largely 
unexplored, especially for pharmacological and 
medicinal purposes.”

The scientist said their research focuses on 
developing indigenous technology for two 
drugs, akin to Sativax and Epidiolex. “This is 
done in order to make them more accessible and 
affordable in J&K and India likewise, benefitting 
the common people. At present, a 100 ml bottle 
of epidiolex oral solution costs 30,000 rupees.”

Elaborating on the project, Dr. Singh said, al-
though the compounds were already known in 
the Western world; the institute became the 
first to conduct this type of research activity in 
India.

“Among the compounds studied, CBD and 
THC are the main ones. Our research aims to 
identify varieties that produce CBD and THC 
separately. We have grown these varieties and 
compiled a list of CBD-rich and THC-rich vari-
eties. Also, through our findings, we observed 
variations among different plant accessions. We 
analysed the chemical constituents of each plant 
material and identified the most suitable acces-
sion for our research,” Dr. Singh said.

Difference between wild and medically 
grown Cannabis

Cannabis is considered as a highly heterog-
enous plant. Even small changes in its environ-
ment can alter its chemical makeup, according 
to the researchers.

“In controlled conditions, we allow these 
plants to cross-pollinate, enabling us to per-
form comprehensive botanical and molecular 
characterizations of the resulting plants. This is 
the primary purpose of captive cultivation. Also, 
we carefully select and cultivate the identified 
plants. We continuously monitor their growth 
and pollination as well as the growth of subse-
quent generations,” Dr. Zabeer said.

Seconding him, Dr Singh said, their goal is 
to understand these factors. “Since THC, a psy-
choactive compound, might not always receive 
government approval, we’re working on cre-
ating a variety that produces only CBD, a non-
psychoactive substance. To achieve this, we’re 
conducting controlled experiments on specific 
land by monitoring and optimizing conditions,” 
he added.

Dr. Singh detailed out that the chemical com-
pounds are present in the flowering part of the 
plant. “We call it as inflorescence. The com-
pounds are also present in the leaves and stems 
but high concentration is mostly found in the 
flower part. Also, these compounds are typi-
cally found in the female plant while as the male 
plants possess very less quantity,” he said.

Current status of the ‘Cannabis Research 
Project’

The project has marked the completion of 
the exploratory research phase. The next steps 
involve drug development, including regulatory 
toxicological studies (Toxicology is a field of sci-
ence that helps us understand the harmful ef-
fects that chemicals, substances, or situations, 
can have on people, animals, and the environ-
ment), safety assessments, and advanced clini-
cal trials.

“However, conducting these trials and Goods 

manufacturing practice (GMP is a concept for 
ensuring that products are consistently pro-
duced and controlled according to quality stan-
dards) in our facility is not possible, so we need 
to collaborate with the industry. To facilitate 
material transport and GMP manufacturing, 
we’ve submitted another application to the J&K 
government. This application is in the advanced 
stages of processing, with some clarifications 
and observations addressed. The government 
has cleared the NOC for the first part. But they 
need to establish UT-level policies for cannabis 
research. Once these policies are in place, we can 
proceed with advanced studies on this plant,” 
Dr. Zabeer emphasized.

The institute has also signed an MOU with a 
Canadian firm. “We’ve set specific goals for this 
collaboration, including understanding Indian 
cannabis varieties and their chemical profiles. 
However, we can’t begin with the collaboration 
yet as we still await certain approvals,” he said.

Dr. Singh further said that the Tata Memorial 
Hospital, Mumbai is eager to collaborate on our 
research. They plan to conduct a clinical trial in-
volving cancer patients. “The only thing holding 
us back is the need to finalize transportation and 
complete our pre-clinical studies. Once those 
are done, we can move forward with this initia-
tive,” he added.

The scientist said the potential of this plant 
is remarkable. “With further research, we aim 
to develop a cannabis variety that contains op-
timal quantities of beneficial compounds and 
minimal psychoactive compounds. This is our 
ultimate goal, and we are actively working to-
wards its realization. The transformation in this 
area of research could revolutionise the whole 
health sector.”

Dr. Zabeer stressed that the policy regarding 
cannabis should extend beyond just the Union 
Territory level. It should be enacted at the na-
tional level through legislation in parliament. 
“By implementing a unified national policy for 
cannabis research, we can transform this once-
prohibited plant into a valuable resource, yield-
ing useful components. Through research and 
product development, we can make significant 
contributions to the healthcare system while 
also benefiting J&K by potentially establishing 
local industries and creating jobs.”

Last Day For 
character once the term of the constituent as-

sembly of Jammu and Kashmir got over in 1957 
after drafting the state’s Constitution.

“We should interpret the Constitution textu-
ally and contextually, but not by looking at what 
there is in silence,” he said.

Sibal said abrogation of Article 370 is a po-
litical process and it must have a “political 
solution”.

“So, you are saying there is no solution for ab-
rogation of Article 370 within the Constitution 
and that a political solution has to be found. We 
have to keep in mind that all solutions have to 
be within the framework of the Constitution,” 
CJI Chandrachud told Sibal.

Sibal’s submissions remained inconclusive 
and will continue on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, the top court heard argu-
ments of counsel for intervenors, who are de-
fending the Centre’s August 5, 2019 decision to 
abrogate Article 370 that accorded special status 
to the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir.

Among those who advanced their arguments 
included KM Nataraj and Vikramjeet Banerjee 
(both Additional Solicitor General), senior advo-
cate V Giri and others.

The bench made it clear that Tuesday will be 
the last day for hearing submissions on Article 
370.

The intervenors had told the apex court on 
September 1 that the decision to abrogate provi-
sions of Article 370 was not made by the politi-
cal executive alone and Indian Parliament was 
taken into confidence.

Several petitions challenging the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019, which split the erst-
while state into two union territories - Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh - were referred to a 
Constitution bench in 2019.

Asks Akbar Lone
central government wanted Lone to apolo-

gise for raising Pakistan zindabad’ (long live 
Pakistan) slogan in the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly in 2018.

Lone has to state that he owes allegiance to 
the Constitution and apologises for raising the 
slogan on the floor of the House, the law officer 
said.

On September 1, a Kashmiri Pandit group had 
questioned in the top court the credentials of 
Lone, claiming he was a supporter of secession-
ist forces.

An intervention application in the apex court 
has been filed by an NGO ‘Roots in Kashmir’, 
which claims to be a group of Kashmiri Pandit 
youths, seeking to bring some additional docu-
ments and facts on record in the matter. It al-
leged that Lone is known as “a supporter of se-
cessionist forces operating in J-K, who support 
Pakistan.”

Will Work On PM’s
Srinagar are open till 11 pm and people can 

move around safely. There had been a couple of 
attacks on Kashmiri Pandits, a Sikh teacher and 
non-Kashmiris but we have not only traced the 
attackers but those who provided them finance 
and logistics support as well,” he said.

The LG said that his administration has re-
ceived investment proposals of Rs 78,000 crore 
so far and parcels of lands are being identified 
for setting up industries.

He also highlighted the increasing footfall 
of tourists to Jammu and Kashmir, including 
foreigners.

“In the last year, 1.87 crore tourists visited 
Jammu and Kashmir. There is a 59 percent in-
crease in the number of foreign tourists,” he said.

“The number of daily flights arriving and de-
parting from Jammu and Kashmir has gone up 
from 36 to 126 in this period. Soon, the railway 
line to Srinagar will be completed. After that, 
there will be direct rail connectivity between 
Kanyakumari and Srinagar,” he added.

The LG further said that almost 300 films have 
been shot in the UT, where five government-run 
and one private cinema hall are operational. He 
said that almost 60 lakh people participated in 
the sports events.

“We don’t want to buy peace. We want to es-
tablish it,” he said.

According to the News9 Plus, the LG also reas-
sured on the restoration of statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“Union Home Minister has committed it on 
the floor of the Parliament that the restoration 
of statehood is a three-phase process. First, there 
will be delimitation, then the assembly election, 
and lastly the statehood will be restored. We 
have completed the delimitation. The electoral 
rolls too are almost complete,” he said.

“We are going to hold the panchayat elections 
soon. The Election Commission of India will take 
a decision on the Assembly election. The com-
mitment made in the Parliament will be hon-
ored,” he added.

Sinha said Centre’s rankings show that J&K is 
at the number one position in the ‘Meri Mati, 
Mera Desh’ campaign.

“The tricolor is flying everywhere. There is 
a 300 percent incentive on GST (Goods and 
Services Tax) in Jammu and Kashmir. Our tax 
collection has gone up by 34 percent,” he said.

On the return of Kashmiri Pandits’ to the 
valley, Sinha said the process of rehabilitation 
started when Manmohan Singh was the Prime 
Minister.

“He had announced plans to build 3,000 
homes for the Pandits but only 698 were built. 
PM Narendra Modi has announced plans to build 
6,000 houses for the community. Out of them, 
800 have been already handed over. Almost all 
of the 3,000 posts for Kashmiri Pandits in gov-
ernment jobs have been filled,” he added.

Terrorist Killed
have been hospitalised, officials said.
The encounter broke out around 2 pm when 

a joint team of police, Army and Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) zeroed in on a house where 
the terrorists had taken shelter at gunpoint on 
the intervening night of Sunday and Monday, 
they said.

After receiving information about the pres-
ence of terrorists in the house, the security forc-
es reached the village after trekking for over four 
hours. They cornered the terrorists, who opened 
indiscriminate firing to escape the cordon but in 
vain, the officials said.

The exchange of fire between the two sides 
stopped late in the evening. Due to the darkness, 
the security forces are exercising caution and 
not moving inside the house to find out the fate 
of the second terrorist, who is also believed to 
have been killed, they said.

The identity and group affiliation of the ter-
rorists would be known once the operation is 
over, they added.

The border district of Poonch along with near-
by Rajouri has witnessed several encounters this 
year, resulting in the killing of around 20 terror-
ists and 10 security personnel.

Most of the terrorists were killed while at-
tempting to sneak into India from across the 
border, according to officials.

Ola, Uber Soon
“In exercise of the powers conferred by section 

93 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (59 of 1988) 
read with Motor Vehicle Aggregator Guidelines, 
2020 issued by the Ministry of Road, Transport 
& Highways, Government of India on 27.11.2020 
and all other enabling provisions in this behalf, 
the Government of Jammu and Kashmir hereby 
publish the draft Jammu and Kashmir Motor 
Vehicle Aggregator Rules, 2023, as required by 
sub-section (1) of section 212 of the said Act,” 
reads the notification, a copy of which lies with 
Kashmir Observer.

Now, after considering the objections and 
suggestions received from the public/stakehold-
ers, the Transport Department has notified J&K 
Motor Vehicle Aggregator Rules, 2023 and the 
same are applicable with immediate effect.

“These rules are applicable to aggregators on-
boarding transport vehicles in the area of opera-
tion and the vehicles that may be integrated by 
the aggregator shall include all motor vehicles 
under the Act and e-rickshaw”, the notification 
said, adding “no person shall act or permit any 
other person to act as aggregator unless he holds 
an effective license issued under these rules”.

The radio taxis need to have a 24×7 call centre 
as well as a GPS that can track the cabs and even 
alert the system in case someone tries to tamper 
with it or turn it off.

Only those drivers who have transport badges 
issued by the transport department after a man-
datory police verification can be hired.

In addition, radio cab services own the cabs 
that they operate and these are pre-conditions 
for an operating license. But that is not the case 
with other services like Uber.

The move has been hailed by the public, who 
would often complaint about the non-availabili-
ty of public transport especially during the eve-
ning hours. Notably, the mini buses in Srinagar 
city remain overcrowded and most of the people 
struggle to find a seat.

“This will surely ease our travel and the ser-
vices of Ola and Uber are affordable too,” said 
Danish Ahamd, a resident of Dalgate.

He further said the new cab service can create 
new job opportunities for unemployed youth, 
who could wish to register as a driver.

J&K Motor Vehicles Aggregator Rules, 2023 
also specify the requirements for drivers 
to register with a cab aggregator. The driv-
ers must have a valid driving license, at least 
2-year driving experience and a police verifica-
tion certificate.

The vehicles must be in good condition and 
must meet all applicable safety standards. The 
aggregators would charge drivers a small fee to 
register with them and to use their app.

Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari, Regional Transport 
Officer Kashmir, told Kashmir Observer that as 
of now no one has qualified for the service and 
they are still looking for the players to apply.

He further said that the players need to apply 
for a license before the transport commissioner 
of J&K.

“As of my knowledge few people have applied 
for a license but they don’t qualify for it. So no 
license has been issued in this regard,” he added.

To Inaugurate ‘Community
in the national endeavour for integrated de-

velopment of the country,” Vice Chancellor, 
University of Jammu, Umesh Rai told reporters 
here.

Sharing the Jammu University’s achievements 

in the past year, the VC said the recent nomi-
nation of the varsity by the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) as the nodal university 
to lead the implementation of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in the Union 
Territory has helped the institute “indisputably” 
claim a high status in academic leadership.

This nomination, he added, came on the heels 
of the widely acclaimed ‘Design Your Degree’ 
programme recently launched by the univer-
sity and showcased during the two-day Akhil 
Bhartiya Siksha Samagam-2023 at New Delhi on 
July 29.

Designed in consultation with experts across 
a wide spectrum, this programme focuses on the 
holistic development of young minds and sets 
the tone for transdisciplinary knowledge and is 
therefore in the true spirit of NEP-2020 as envis-
aged by the Prime Minister of India, the VC said.

Rai also shared that among various other 
initiatives planned by the Higher Education 
Council, the university is spearheading a unique 
project named ‘College on Wheels’ or ‘J&K 
Gyanodaya’ through which about 800 students 
along with 100 faculty members from various 
universities of Jammu and Kashmir would un-
dertake an educational tour covering various 
parts of India.

Court Awards
two thousand by execution, attachment 

through civil process against both movable and 
immovable property of the accused.”

The accused had on 11 August 2020 issued a 
cheque for an amount of Rs.8,51,000 at J&K Bank 
Tarzua Sopore in discharge of legally recover-
able liability owed to the complainant, Ramesh 
Kumar Vasandani of New Delhi, by the accused.

Online Services
less than 10 paise would reach the ground. 

Today such a system has been created where 
the entire rupee reaches the ground,” the officer 
told reporters after launching the ‘Bhrashtachar 
Mukt J-K’ campaign here.

No money can be withdrawn without admin-
istrative approval, technical approval, e-tender-
ing and geospatial photography, he said.

Mehta said there were still some complaints 
of malpractices which the administration is 
working to address.

“Our aim is to address the remaining com-
plaints as well. The government is doing what-
ever possible, but the people also have to come 
forward and support this initiative to build a 
corruption-free society,” he added.

The chief secretary said the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration was trying to become 
number one in governance in the country.

“We have made a lot of progress in many sec-
tors. Now we want to be number one in gover-
nance as well. We are number one in IT services 
and are doing well in several other sectors too,” 
he said.

On reinstatement of lecturer Zahoor Ahmad 
Bhat who had appeared as petitioner-in-person 
before the Supreme Court bench hearing Article 
370 petitions, Mehta said, “Let’s leave it at that.”

‘Digitalisation Holds
Srinagar digital and future ready,” he told re-

porters after launching one-day Digital Fest at 
the Lal Chowk here.

He asserted that the development in Srinagar 
was because of digitalisation.

“Srinagar has never been like this before as 
Dal Lake, Lal Chowk and Polo View market have 
been improved and this has been possible only 
because of digitalisation. We have unleashed the 
power of digital and it has led to the power of 
huge improvement in the way public delivery 
(of services) happens,” he added.

Asked about the rising unemployment in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Mehta said people were 
basing their comments on unverified data.

“Those unaware of the data keep making un-
verified statements. Self employment in 2022-
2023 and in 2021 -2022 has been three lakhs in 
each year. That means six lakh self employment. 
Four years earlier, these numbers were only 
40,000. The difference between these numbers 
is in the intentions,” he added.

Owais Mukhtar from the Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank said the mission of the bank is to digitise 
all the accounts in J-K.

“We have already achieved 80 percent digiti-
sation in our accounts which means 80 percent 
of the population banking with J-K Bank have 
digital mode - ATM card, mobile banking or e-
banking. Our mission this week is to take this 
percentage to 90 percent and in coming months 
we are targeting at 100 percent of digitisation of 
these accounts,” Mushtaq said.

26000 Smart Meter
integration process is going and the smart 

meters will be switched into prepaid mode once 
the integration process is completed. “It will 
hopefully be started from next month,” he said.

Earlier in July this year, the Kashmir Power 
Development Corporation Limited (KPDCL) had 
directed over 57,000 smart electricity meter us-
ers to switch from postpaid to the prepaid mode 
to keep receiving electricity. Else, their connec-
tions would be cut off.

About installation of smart meters, the KPDCL 
Chief Engineer, said that the process is going on 
and will take almost one or two years more to 
complete.

Amidst the installation of smart meters, the 
KPDCL Chief Engineer said that the cabling 
work is also being done simultaneously. “In 
many areas, not only in Srinagar but in towns 
too, the new cabling work has been done and 
furthermore, the process is still going on,” he 
added—(KNO)

Tractor Crushes
a team is on the spot to collect the necessary 

details.

LG Chairs
The Lt Governor expressed gratitude to the 

board members for their continuous guidance 
and support to improve the facilities for pilgrims 
and successful conduct of the annual yatra.

The Board discussed various ongoing and up-
coming projects including creation of new infra-
structure and maintenance and restoration of 
the existing ones.

The meeting also discussed additional mea-
sures to further improve the overall spiritual 
experience for the devotees.

Dr Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, CEO Shri 
Amarnathji Shrine Board, Rahul Singh, 
Additional CEO SASB and other senior officers 
also attended the meeting.

2 Lakh Pilgrims
Machail Mata Yatra has experienced a re-

markable surge in attendance this year, with a 
staggering increase from around 58,000 arrivals 
in 2022 to 1.94 lakh this year, an official spokes-
person said.

“This meteoric rise can be attributed to a 
myriad of factors, primarily the foolproof ar-
rangements, augmentation of boarding facilities 
by the administration, coupled with the seam-
less execution of the pilgrimage’s schedule,” the 
spokesperson said.

“The Yatra’s new-found popularity and its 
remarkable growth in turnover underline the 
enduring spiritual significance it holds for 
countless devotees, drawing them in increasing 
numbers,” he added.

The doors of the Himalayan temple are every 
year opened on the auspicious Baisakhi festival 
in April.

The Shree Machail Mata Yatra commenced 
officially on July 25, witnessing a substantial 
influx of devotees right from the outset, the of-
ficial said.

One of the notable accomplishments was the 
provision of accommodation at the Yatri Bhawan 
in Gulabgarh, capable of hosting 2,000 pilgrims 
simultaneously, he added.

A tent city surrounding the temple and local 
homestays became a significant attraction this 
year, beckoning pilgrims with open arms.

Kishtwar Deputy Commissioner Devansh 
Yadav oversaw the arrangements, ensuring 
seamless coordination with local, civil and po-
lice administrations besides other departments, 
army personnel, and teams of the Border Raod 
Organisation, the official said.

This comprehensive approach catered to the 
needs of the Yatris while unlocking the region’s 
tourism potential as well, he added.

The Machail Yatra of 2023 would conclude on 
September 5, officials said.

Proclamation Order
sections 18, 20, and 38 of the UA(P) Act at 

Police Station Tral, and FIR No 36/2023 under 
sections 7/25 I.A Act, 18, 20, 23, 25, 38, and 39 of 
the UA(P) Act at Police Station Tral.

According to a statement, the police identi-
fied the involved militants as Owais Feroz Mir, 
son of Feroz Ahmad Mir, a resident of Frestibal 
Pampore; Gowhar Manzoor Wani, son of 
Manzoor Ahmad Wani, a resident of Hurdumir 
Tral; Mubashir Ahmad Dar, son of Ghulam 
Nabi Dar, a resident of Syedabad Tral; and 
Feroz Ahmad Ganie, son of Gh Nabi Ganie, also 
known as Nabir Ganie, a resident of Noorpora 
Awantipora.

The spokesman further stated that before 
issuing the proclamation orders, the Court 
had already issued open-ended Non-Bailable 
Warrants (NBW) against these militants. On 
Monday, the proclamation orders were publicly 
posted in conspicuous places in their native vil-
lages, as well as on the residential houses and in 
conspicuous places within their villages.

Before initiating further legal proceedings 
against militants Owais Feroz Mir, Gowhar 
Manzoor Wani, and Mubashir Ahmad Dar, the 
Court has given them until or before October 
10, 2023, to surrender before the competent au-
thority. The NIA Court has also granted terrorist 
Feroz Ahmad Ganie the opportunity to surren-
der before the competent authority, as per the 
statement. (GNS)

Bank Accounts
to flee but was apprehended tactfully, a police 

spokesman said.
During the search, police said that 13 grams 

of Brown sugar concealed in a nylon bag was re-
covered from his possession. He has been identi-
fied as Zulfikar Shafi Malik son of Mohammad 
Shafi Malik resident of Dalipora Pulwama. The 
recovery was seized in presence of Executive 
Magistrate on spot and seizure memo was pre-
pared accordingly.  Motorcycle used in the com-
mission of crime has also been seized, police 
said.

In Kulgam, a police party headed by SHO 
Police Station Qazigund during Naka checking at 
Qazigund intercepted a vehicle (Truck) bearing 
registration number JK18A-7101, police said.

During the search, two nylon sacs containing 
57 Kgs of Poppy Straw were recovered from the 
vehicle. The driver of the vehicle identified as 
Nazir Ahmad Moochi son of Sanaullah resident 
of Mohammad-Pora, Kulgam A/P Chawalgam 
Kulgam was arrested on spot and the vehicle 
used in commission of crime was also seized, 
police said.

Moreover, a police party during naka check-
ing at Nassu Badragund intercepted a suspicious 
person who tried to flee but was apprehended 
tactfully. During the search, 2 Kgs of poppy 
straw concealed in a nylon bag was recovered 
from his possession. He has been identified as 
Umer Bashir Ganie son of Bashir Ahmad Ganie 
resident of Nassu Badragund. Both the accused 
persons have been arrested and shifted to police 
station where they remain in custody, police 
said.

Accordingly, police said that cases under rel-
evant sections of law have been registered in 
respective Police Stations and further investiga-
tion has been initiated.

Moreover, police in Bandipora have frozen 08 
bank accounts and have seized a vehicle from 04 
notorious drug smugglers, police said.

“Two bank accounts having savings of Rs 
3,97,603/- has been frozen and an Auto load 
carrier with market value of Rs 3,18,000/- be-
longing to a notorious drug smuggler Irshad 
Ahmad Khan son of Ab Samad Khan resident of 
Asham Hajin has also been seized under NDPS 
Act after obtaining approval from competent 
authorities. Besides, 06 more saving bank ac-
counts to the tune of Rs 176,899/- belonging 
to three notorious drug smugglers namely 
Mohmad Ayub Dar son of Gh Ahmad Dar resi-
dent of Ganastan Sumbal, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Rather son of Mohmad Kamal Rather resident 
of Ajas and Irshad Ahmad Wani son of Habib-
Ullah Wani resident of Hajin freezed U/S 68F 
(2) of NDPS Act by the Competent Authority & 
Administrator, SAFEM (New Delhi). All these 
savings were illegally acquired through the sale 
of narcotic drugs,” police said.
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER HYDRAULIC DIVISION URI
email: urihydraulic@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e_NIT_No._38/Hyd/Uri_of_2023-24,Dated: 02/09/2023

For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, e-Tenders on item rate basis are invited from approved and eligible 
contractors registered with Jammu and Kashmir UT Government, for the following works: -
Position of AAA: Accorded
Position of Funds: Demanded/Committed

S. No. Name of work
Adv. Cost 

(Rs. in 
Lacs)

Earnest 
Money (In 
Rupees)

Time of 
Completion

Class of 
Contract

Major 
Head

Cost of Tender 
document (In 

Rs.)
TENDER-ID

1

Construction of Irrigation canal and 
retaining walls from land of Moham-
mad Saleem Khan of Noorkha to 
Noor-ul-Aloom Noorkha

1.50 3000/- 15-days DEE 5475-DDC 
Grants 200 2022_

IFC_228532_1

2 Construction of M.S Pipe Flume (Steel 
Flume) on Mohura Kanderwan Khul 5.15 10300/- 20-days DEE/CEE 2702-M&R 300 2022_

IFC_228532_2
The NIT consisting of Qualifying information, eligibility criteria specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other 
details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.infrom: -
1 Publishing Date 02/09/2023 from 05.00PM
2 Download Date Start 02/09/2023 from 05.00PM
3 Tender Submission date Start 02/09/2023 from 05.00PM
4 Tender Submission date Ends 08/09/2023 up to 04:00 PM 

5 Date of Opening 09/09/2023 at 12:00PM, in the Office of the Executive Engineer Hydraulic Division 
Uri (H.Q. Chandanwari)

 For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir.
No: HDU/CC-02/3897-3917 Executive Engineer,
DATED: 02/09/2023 Hydraulic Division Uri

DIPK-8254-23
DT: 04/09/2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MACHINERY DIVISION SRINAGAR, 

MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR.
│ Fax No: 0194-2497093 │ email: xenmds@gmail.com │ website: www.medkashmir.org │

CORRIGENDUM 02 
For Date Extension

Name of work: Design  Supply of Variable Snow Ploughs compatible with Ashok Leyland Stallion(4x4)/Ashok Leyland Guru 715 vehicles 
of MED Kashmir 

Reference:	 1)	This	office	NIT:		MDS/TS	/2023-24/47	Date:-14-08-2023	(Tender	ID:	2023_PWDJK_226340_1)
	 2)	This	office	Corrigendum	01	issued	vide	no.	MDSK/TS/79-83	Date:	-		29-08-2023.
In	view	of	the	representation	of	the	firm	and	for	wider	participation,	the	critical	dates	of	the	above	referred	NIT	issued	for	the	subject	work	is	
extended	again	as	under:	-

S.No. Description New Dates
01. Last date of downloading/ submission of bids      11-09-2023 upto 06:55 PM
02. Date of opening of bids online      12 -09-2023 at 02:00 PM
All	other	terms,	conditions	and	specifications	of	the	NIT	shall	remain	unchanged.
No:	MDSK/TS/	176-80				 Sd/
Date:	04	-09-2023.	 (Er.	Reyaz	Ah.	Khan)
DIPK-8276-23	 Executive	Engineer	Machinery	Division,						
DT:	04/09/2023	 Srinagar
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LG Felicitates Officers For 
Successful Amarnath Yatra
‘All The Stakeholders Are Source Of Our Strength And Pride’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Monday felici-
tated officers of Civil Admin-
istration, Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, Army, Air force, CAPFs, 
NDRF, SDRF, Shri Amarnathji 
Shrine Board and the service 
providers for the successful 
conduct of 62-day long annual 
pilgrimage

At a felicitation ceremony 
held at Raj Bhawan Audito-
rium, the LG expressed grati-
tude to all the officers and the 
service providers for making 
the holy pilgrimage memo-
rable for the devotees.

“Shri Amarnath Ji yatra is the 
symbol of our ancient cultural-
spiritual heritage. Over the 
years this annual pilgrimage 
has influenced the socio-eco-
nomic life of Jammu Kashmir. 
It is also a reflection of the di-
versity, integrity and greatness 
of the eternal tradition of our 
cultural values," Sinha said

He said that the officials of 
Civil Administration, Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, Army, Air 
force, CAPFs, NDRF, BRO, SDRF, 
Medical Staff, sanitation work-
ers have worked with dili-
gence, going beyond their call 
of duty.

He said various stakeholders 
including ponywallahs, pithu-
wallahs, health care profes-
sionals, social organisations, 
volunteers, workforce and the 
media fraternity had made 
commendable contributions 
in the smooth conduct of the 
Yatra.

“I am extremely grateful 

to Team Jammu Kashmir and 
for the love and enthusiasm 
shown by all sections of soci-
ety towards the devotees who 
came from all over the coun-
try and abroad. The successful 
conduct of Yatra signifies pur-
suit of excellence and extraor-
dinary accomplishments by 
team J&K,” the LG said.

 “In today's felicitation, we 
have honoured not only a set 
of team leaders, but also the 
entire community, group of 
service providers, workers, 
who effectively handled every 
challenge. They are source of 
our strength and pride,” he 
added.

He said the selfless volun-
teers from across the country 
with soaring idealism, rooted 
in the age-old concept of Seva, 
were our silent workforce, 
who ensured the needs of dev-
otees are taken care of.

“The collective and coor-
dinated efforts for successful 
conduct of Yatra are also the 
reflection of Aspirational J&K,” 
he said.

Sinha also expressed grati-
tude towards the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for the 
continuous support and guid-
ance for the successful con-
duct of the Yatra.

This was the longest ever 
pilgrimage of Shri Amarnath 
ji in which 4.45 lakh devotees 
performed Puja and darshan 
at the holy cave. It is also the 
highest number in the last 10 
years.

“Team Jammu Kashmir is 
the driving force of the un-
precedented growth. I am 

witnessing a new work cul-
ture, devoted, disciplined and 
determined. It motivates us to 
aim higher and work hard to 
realize the aspirations of the 
society,” the LG said.

The LG suggested for iden-
tifying the officers from all 
the line departments who are 
willing to serve the devotees of 
Shri Amarnathji Yatra and that 
their deployment on the Yatra 
duty can be ensured.

“4.5 lakh devotees will be 
the ambassadors of Jammu 
Kashmir who will carry the 
saga of transformation, tales 
of peace and prosperity of 
Jammu Kashmir to their re-
spective states and UTs. It will 
encourage more tourists to 
visit Jammu Kashmir and give 
a fresh impetus to the tourism 
sector,” he said.

It was informed that impec-
cable arrangements were put 
in place by various agencies 
and Government organisations 
on both the Yatra Tracks. Yatris 
were facilitated with E-KYC, 
RFID and prepaid system for 
availing the services easily.

More than 50 medical fa-
cilities, 440 clinical beds and 
26 oxygen booths were cre-
ated along the yatra route and 
health of devotees was given 
the top priority. Optical fiber 
cables were laid on both routes 
by Telecom providers along 
with many other facilities.

Yatri feedback through Rap-
id Assessment System (RAS) 
was put in place and daily real 
time feedback from pilgrims 
on both the axis was collected. 
95% pilgrims had rated the ser-
vices as ‘Good’.

Over 14000 Events Planned 
During ‘Bhrashtachar Mukt 
J&K’ Week
CS Calls For Quality Redressal Of Every 
Grievance By The End Of Vigilance Week In Oct

Jammu Records Over 350 Dengue 
Cases, Doctors Urge Calm

BJP Leader Questions Outcome Of 
Spl Camps Held For KPs In Jammu

India Should Reconsider Support 
To One China Policy If Beijing 
Does Not Change Stance: Omar

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu district 
has recorded more than 350 
cases of dengue, which is 
showing an increasing trend in 
the past fortnight in the region, 
prompting authorities to take 
steps to deal with the mosqui-
to-borne viral infection.

Doctors at the city's Gov-
ernment Medical College and 
hospitals, however, said there's 
no need to panic as the season 
always witnesses such increase 
in dengue cases.

A total of 486 dengue cases 
have so far been detected in the 
Jammu region and out of these, 
a maximum of 357 infections 
are recorded in Jammu district, 
officials said.

They said 46 cases were re-
ported from Kathua, and 42 
cases from Samba district. In 
other districts, there are den-
gue 10 cases in Rajouri, eight 
in Reasi, five in Udhampur, six 
in Poonch, four in Doda, one in 
Kishtwar, four in Kashmir, and 
three in other regions.

The majority of cases are 
reported from three districts 
of the Jammu region -Jammu, 
Samba, and Kathua, they said.

As many as 33 and 77 cases 
have been reported in Jammu 
on Saturday and Sunday, they 
said.

They said several of these 
patients have been admitted 
to hospitals and more than 100 

have been discharged.
"This is a viral infection, we 

have to understand how it 
happens. First of all we need 
to understand that not every-
body requires hospitalization, 
the majority of cases are self-
limiting and they get better in 
a short while.

"However, people feel that 
this is a very dangerous dis-
ease. This misconception needs 
to be removed", Head of de-
partment (HoD), Microbiology, 
Government Medical College 
(GMC) hospital Dr Sandeep 
Dogra told PTI.

Allaying fears about a po-
tential shortage of platelets 
for dengue patients, hospital 
authorities state that they have 
adequate facilities and suffi-
cient stock of platelets

"In dengue when there is a 
shortage of platelets, people 
panic that they aren't available, 
but there's no need to panic. 
We always have sufficient and 
adequate stock of platelets. The 
platelets that we make from 
whole blood, are called 'ran-
dom donor platelets', they too 
are available and we also have 
Apheresis platelets", Head of 
Department (HoD), Blood bank, 
GMC, Dr Meena Sidhu told PTI.

"We always keep platelets in 
ready supply, because the shelf 
life of platelets is five days, af-
ter which they get spoiled. So 
there is some problem some-
times but even then we have 

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Senior BJP leader Gird-
hari Lal Raina on Monday de-
manded a detailed response from 
the Lt Governor-led administra-
tion on the outcome of special 
camps organized here early this 
year to ensure 100 per cent satu-
ration of social security schemes 
for migrant Kashmiri Pandits.

The former member of legisla-
tive council (MLC) and a promi-
nent community member ex-
pressed pain and anguish over lack 
of "seriousness" in the administra-
tion to address issues pertaining to 
the displaced community.

"Over six months have elapsed 
since Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
inaugurated a special governance 
camp for Kashmiri migrants at 
Jagti in February, yet there is no 
movement forward in this re-
gard," Raina said in a statement 
here.

He said 12-day long camps 
at six locations aimed to ensure 
100 per cent saturation of social 

security schemes for Kashmiri 
migrants were held with a lot of 
fanfare and publicity.

"However, unfortunately no 
action seems to have been taken 
after the conclusion of these 
camps. The situation even after 
six months is where it was before 
these camps were organized," he 
alleged.

Raina demanded a detailed re-
sponse from the authorities con-
cerned on the outcome of these 
camps and asked the administra-
tion to be more "sensitive and 
spontaneous" in handling the 
concerns of people.

He said thousands of displaced 
youths visited these camps and 
registered themselves under dif-
ferent schemes for self-employ-
ment, skilling and up-skilling.

There were a large number of 
other individuals, particularly 
differently-abled, who submitted 
for extension of social security 
or welfare schemes to them for 
which they are eligible, the BJP 
leader said. 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, 
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta on 
Monday in presence of Ad-
ministrative Secretaries, Divi-
sional Commissioners, Deputy 
Commissioner and other of-
ficers kick-started the week 
long ‘Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K’ 
campaign here across all the 
districts of the UT. Outstation 
based officers participated 
through video conferencing.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr 
Mehta observed that UT of J&K 
has made remarkable progress 
in ensuring transparency and 
accountability, and there is need 
to institutionalize it so that it be-
comes intrinsic to the system.

Dr. Mehta maintained that 
the initiatives taken during the 
recent past have reinforced the 
trust of people in the governance. 
He recalled that unlike the pres-
ent system, there was earlier a 
system of giving contracts with-
out going for tendering process 
or appointing people without go-
ing for due recruitment process.

Implementation of measures 
like BEAMS, e-tendering, seeking 
of Administrative Approval and 
Technical Sanction have resulted 
in establishing financial discipline  
which has resulted in phenom-
enal increase in the number of 
projects being completed, from 
merely 9,000 projects during 
2018-19 to 92,000 during 2022-
23 with nearly same expenditure. 
The Chief Secretary remarked that 
IT interventions have brought 
about more transparency where 
all details of projects and services 

are being put in public domain. 
Through RTI and Public Services 
Guarantee Act (PSGA), citizens 
who seek their rights, have been 
empowered, as guaranteed under 
law. The accessibility of people 
to project their grievances before 
senior functionaries and their 
timely disposals have been great-
ly facilitated through IGRAMS and 
JKGRAMS portals.

The Chief Secretary compli-
mented ‘Team J&K’ for their un-
tiring efforts for taking J&K to the 
top performing States/UTs in the 
Country. While directing all the 
Prabhari Officers to visit their 
concerned panchayat atleast once 
during this week, the Chief Secre-
tary asked the Incharge Secretar-
ies of the districts to intensively 
monitor the activities carried out 
under the Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K 
in their concerned districts. Dr. 
Mehta further advised the Depu-
ty Commissioners to fully involve 
all representatives of Urban and 
Rural Local Bodies in this inten-
sive campaign against corruption.

Earlier, Commissioner Secretary, 
GAD, Sanjeev Verma gave an over-
view of the activities planned dur-
ing the week as well as about the 
improvement in the overall work-
ing of the Government which has 
been made possible through slew 
of measures taken in the recent 
past. He informed that the week 
is going to provide an open plat-
form to the citizens for two way 
exchange of ideas with the admin-
istrative machinery. He revealed 
that thousands of camps are going 
to be held across the districts of 
the UT right from Panchayat, Block, 
Sub-Division to District level.

NEW DELHI: Asserting That 
The Country's Foreign Policy 
Should Always be based on 
reciprocity, former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister Omar 
Abdullah said on Monday if 
China does not accept "one In-
dia" policy, New Delhi should 
reconsider support to Beijing's 
'One China' policy.

Asking why China 
should have a prob-
lem with any meet-
ing in Jammu and 
Kashmir or any other 
part of India, the Na-
tional Conference 
Vice President said if 
China continues with 
this stance, India 
should also raise questions on 
Tibet, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

"I think it's extremely un-
fortunate that the government 
of India keeps repeating its 
(adherence to ) One China pol-
icy yet for some reason, China 
doesn't reciprocate.

"Our foreign policy should 
always be based on reciprocity. 
If China doesn't accept a one 
India policy, then why should 
India accept One China policy," 
Omar, a former Minister of 
State of External Affairs, said.

"It shouldn't be one-sided 
that only China can raise ques-
tions about what happens in 
India and not vice versa. I be-
lieve that if China is going to 
continue to do this, then India 
must also revisit its One China 
policy," he told reporters.

China, a G20 member, and 
Pakistan had objected to the 

decision to hold G20 events 
in Kashmir, which they call 
"disputed". China also dis-
putes India's sovereignty over 
Arunachal Pradesh. India has 
consistently dismissed such 
claims by China and Pakistan.

When asked about the issue, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had in an exclusive interview 

to PTI late last week 
said, "Such a question 
would be valid if we 
had refrained from 
conducting meetings 
in those venues. Ours 
is such a vast, beauti-
ful and diverse nation.
When G20 meetings 
are happening, isn't 

it natural that meetings will be 
held in every part of our country."

India held the third G-20 
working group meeting on 
tourism for three days from 
May 22 in Srinagar. Delegates 
from all G20 countries, barring 
China, visited the picturesque 
Valley for the event. A large 
number of delegates had also 
visited Arunachal Pradesh in 
March for a G-20 event.

Dismissing Chinese claims, 
India had then said that it was 
free to hold meetings on its 
own territory.

By the time India's G20 presi-
dency term ends, Modi had said, 
over 220 meetings would have 
taken place across 60 cities in all 
28 states and eight Union terri-
tories, and added that over one 
lakh participants from around 
125 nationalities would witness 
the skills of Indians. 

JKSCERT Frames Timeline Of Formative 
Assessments For Classes Upto 8th Standard

Agencies

SRINAGAR: JKSCERT has 
framed a timeline for con-
duct of formative assessment 
of students under the Stu-
dent Assessment and Evalu-
ation (SA&E) up to Class 8th 
for the summer and winter 
Zone Schools of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Formative assessment is a 
range of formal and informal 
assessment procedures con-
ducted by teachers during the 
learning process in order to 
modify teaching and learning 
activities to improve student 
attainment.

Jammu and Kashmir State 
Council of Educational Re-
search and Trainings (JKS-
CERT) has said that under 

SA&E in accordance with the 
provisions in National Educa-
tion Policy-2020 and Right 
of Children to Free and Com-
pulsory Education Act, 2019 
(Amended) for classes up to 
8th has framed a timeline for 
the summer and winter zone 
schools of JKUT from Academic 
Session 2023-24.

It said that formative assess-
ments have been conducted 
during the current academic 
session 2023-24 by the con-
cerned schools of JKUT.

“Formative Assessment from 
classes I-VI shall be conducted 
by subject teachers to evaluate 
the level of preparation and 
progress of the child through-
out the year as per School 
Based Assessment and Holistic 
Progress Report (HPC) without 

disturbing the routine class-
work,” JKSCERT said.

It also said that mentoring 
of students should be done by 
mentor teachers as per mecha-
nism notified by School Educa-
tion Department J&K.

According to the JKSCERT, 
teachers are required to iden-
tify the learning gaps and fo-
cus should be on the attain-
ment of Learning Outcomes 
and competences as envisaged 
in National Education Policy 
2020 through Formative and 
Summative Assessments.

“Teachers are required to 
use different techniques to 
assess the Children with fol-
lowing major objectives in-
cluding identifying the child's 
strengths, needs, interests and 
preferences,” it reads—(KNO)
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Centre's Reply Sought On 
Decriminalising Consensual 
Sex Between 16-18 Age

Agenceis

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
Friday sought a response from the 
Centre on a PIL seeking a direction 
to decriminalise the law on statuto-
ry rape often invoked against 16- to 
18-year-old adolescents for indulg-
ing in consensual sex.

A bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice D Y Chandrachud and justices 
J B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra 
took note of the PIL filed by lawyer 
Harsh Vibhore Singhal in his per-
sonal capacity.

The bench has issued notices 
to Union ministries of law and 
justice and the home affairs and 
some other statutory bodies in-
cluding the National Commission 
for Women.

The PIL challenges the legality 
of statutory rape laws that crimi-
nalise consensual sex between 
adolescents who are above 16 years 
and below 18 years of age on the 

ground that their consent to such 
acts are statutorily invalid.

"Pass a writ of mandamus un-
der Article 32 or any other direc-
tion in the nature of writ and 
exercise its powers under 142 to 
decriminalise the law of statutory 
rape as applied to all cases of vol-
untary consensual sexual contact 
between any 16+ to <18 adoles-
cent with another similar age ado-
lescent and with >18 adult...," the 
plea said.

It said such adolescents possess 
"physiological, biological, psy-
chological and social capacities, 
competence to assimilate and 
evaluate information to under-
stand and comprehend risks, free-
dom to make informed choices to 
convey affirmative decisions or 
otherwise, and have the agency 
and decisional/bodily autonomy 
to fearlessly, freely and voluntari-
ly do what they wish to do with 
their bodies."

India Closes In On Moon 
Landing As Russia Also 
Races To Lunar South Pole
Agenceis

India’s space agency on Friday 
released images of the moon 
taken from its Chandrayaan-3 
spacecraft as it approaches the 
lunar south pole, a previously 
unexplored region thought to 
contain water ice where Russia 
is trying to land first.

The video, taken on Thurs-
day just after the separation 
of the rocket’s lander from the 
propulsion module, showed a 
close-up of craters as Earth’s 
only natural satellite spun 
around.

“The Lander Module (LM) 
health is normal. LM success-
fully underwent a deboosting 
operation that reduced its or-
bit to 113 km x 157 km,” the In-
dian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) tweeted later.

The Indian space agency 
launched the rocket carrying 
the spacecraft on July 14, blast-
ing off from the country’s main 
spaceport in the southern state 
of Andhra Pradesh. The lander 
is scheduled to attempt a 
touchdown on Aug 23.

Russia launched its first 
moon-landing spacecraft in 
47 years on Aug 11, taking a 
more direct course to reach 
the moon’s south pole where 
scientists have detected water 
ice that could be used for fuel, 
oxygen and drinking water for 
future moon missions or a lu-
nar colony.

Russia’s moon mission is on 
track to land the Luna-25 on 
Aug 21, two days before India’s 
spacecraft.

Rough terrain is expected 
to complicate a landing on 

the lunar south pole. A previ-
ous mission by India’s space 
agency, the Chandrayaan-2, 
crashed in 2019 near where the 
Chandrayaan-3 will attempt a 
touchdown.

Chandrayaan, which means 
“moon vehicle” in Sanskrit, 
includes a 2-metre-(6.6-foot)-
tall lander designed to deploy a 
rover expected to remain func-
tional for two weeks running a 
series of experiments.

Both India and Russia have 
national interests in successful 
landings and in claiming the 
historic first at stake.

For Russia, the moonshot, 
which has been planned for 
decades, will test the nation’s 
growing independence in 
space after its 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine severed nearly all 
of its space ties with the West.

Russia’s space agency Ros-
cosmos has said the Luna-25 

mission would spend 5-7 days 
in lunar orbit before descend-
ing to one of three possible 
landing sites near the pole.

For India, a successful moon 
landing would mark its emer-
gence as a space power at a 
time when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government 
is looking to spur investment 
in private space launches and 
related satellite-based busi-
nesses.

Since 2020, when India 
opened to private launches, 
the number of space startups 
has more than doubled. Late 
last year, Skyroot Aerospace, 
whose investors include Sin-
gapore’s sovereign wealth fund 
GIC, launched India’s first pri-
vately built rocket.

Indian officials have pri-
vately played down the race 
with Russia to land first, saying 
there was no competition.

Japanese Turn To Wearable 
Tech To Beat The Heat
Agenceis

TOKYO: Selling jackets with built-
in fans, neck coolers and T-shirts 
that feel cold, Japanese firms are 
tapping into a growing market for 
products to help people handle 
the summer heat.

Japan — like other countries 
— is seeing ever-hotter sum-
mers. This July was the warm-
est in 100 years, with at least 53 
people dying of heatstroke and 
almost 50,000 needing emer-
gency medical attention.

Workman, which makes 
clothes for construction workers, 
launched a version of their fan-
fitted jackets adapted for the high 
street in 2020 as demand grew.

The mechanism is simple — two 
electric, palm-sized fans powered 
by a rechargeable battery are fitted 
into the back of the jacket.

They draw in air to then deliv-
er a breeze — at variable speeds 
— onto the wearer’s body.

The jackets retail for 12,000 to 
24,000 yen ($82-164).

“As the weather gets hotter, 
people who have never worn 
fan-equipped clothing before 
want to find ways to cool down... 
so more people are interested in 
buying it,” Workman spokesman 
Yuya Suzuki said.

“Just like you feel cool when 
you are at home with a fan, you 
feel cool just by wearing (the 
jacket) because the wind is 
blowing through your body all 
the time,” he said.

Japanese summers are known 
to be hot and humid, but this 
July Tokyo really sweated.

The average temperature was 
28.7 Celsius, the highest on re-
cord since 1875.

Heatstroke is particularly 
deadly in Japan, which has the 
second-oldest population in 
the world after Monaco. More 

than 80 per cent of heat-related 
deaths in the past five years have 
been among senior citizens.

“Some people die from heat-
stroke,” said Nozomi Takai of 
MI Creations, a company selling 
neck-cooling tubes mainly to 
factory and warehouse workers. 
“Individuals as well as compa-
nies are putting more and more 
effort into measures against it 
every year,” Takai said.

The gel inside his firm’s bright-
ly coloured tubes — priced at 
2,500 yen — is cool enough to use 
after 20 minutes in the fridge.

Wearing it on the neck will 
“considerably cool the whole 
body” for about an hour, she said. 
Takai’s company joined an expo 
this year on “measures against ex-
treme heat” in Tokyo to showcase 
new products that help users stay 
cool in the scorching heat.

At another booth, Tokyo-
based company Liberta had a 
series of clothing including T-
shirts and arm sleeves using 
prints that make users feel cool 
— especially when they sweat.

The prints use materials such as 
xylitol that feel cool when reacting 
with water and sweat, they said.

Chikuma, an Osaka-based 
company, has even created office 
jackets and dresses equipped 
with electric fans.

“We developed them with the 
idea that it could be proposed in 
places where casual wear is not 
allowed,” Yosuke Yamanaka of 
Chikuma said.

Regular fan-fitted clothes can 
make the wearer look puffy, as they 
need to be zipped up, and cuffs are 
tight. But jackets developed jointly 
by Chikuma, power tool maker 
Makita and textile giant Teijin do not 
need to be buttoned up, thanks to a 
special structure that sandwiches 
the fans in two layers and keeps the 
cool air in, Yamanaka said.

India Beat Ireland, 
Take 2-0 Series Lead

Press Trust of India

DUBLIN: Indian batsmen and 
bowlers were immense in their 
roles while giving their team a 
33-run win in the second T20I 
and an inviolable 2-0 series lead 
over Ireland here on Sunday.

Once India erected a strong 
185 for 5 after being asked to 
bat first, Ireland felt the heat 
while chasing and they were 
restricted to 152 for 8 despite a 
51-ball-72 by Andrew Balbirnie. 
India had won the rain-marred 
first T20I by two runs under 
the DLS method. Fine hands 
by Gaikwad (58, 43 balls, 6x4, 
1x6), Sanju Samson (40, 26 
balls, 5x4 1x6) and Rinku Singh 
(38, 21 balls, 2x4, 3x6) moulded 
India's charge with the bat.

But on a true pitch, Indian 
bowlers had to back their 
batsmen and they produced a 
superb collective spell under 

captain Jasprit Bumrah, Prasidh 
Krishna and Ravi Bishnoi, who 
grabbed six wickets between 
them.

Prasidh continued his im-
pressive return to top of the 
shelf cricket as the pacer packed 
off Irish captain Paul Stirling and 
Lorcan Tucker in his first over to 
reduce the hosts to 19 for 2.

Leg-spinner Bishnoi castled 
Harry Tector with a googly, 
restricting Ireland to 31 for 3 
in the Power Play segment. 
Ireland's progress was made all 
the more difficult by the ever-
climbing asking rate that often 
hovered around 12 and above. 
But true to the Irish legacy, they 
fought bravely.

Balbirnie was at the front 
of that mini fightback, mak-
ing a strident fifty (71, 52 balls, 
5x4, 4x6), before perishing to 
Arshdeep Singh. His dismissal 
ended Ireland's faint hopes for 

a win and Mark Adair's 15-ball 
23providing a mere artificial 
excitement.

However, before the bowl-
ers took over, India ruled the 
field through their batsmen. 
The visitors gained momentum 
through Samson and Gaikwad 
for the third wicket. They 
milked 71 runs between them 
to carry India past the 100-run 
mark in the 12th over.

Samson, who has triggered 
selection discussions ahead of 
India's squad announcement 
for Asia Cup 2023 on Monday, 
played a nice, little innings of 
40 off 26 balls that contained 
five fours and a six.

At 105 for 3 in the 13th over, 
India had a good launchpad to 
get to a sizable total. Gaikwad 
kept his end going steadily. The 
right-hander reached his fifty, 
second in T20Is, with a power-
ful pull off White.

Downtown Heroes 
Lose 3-1 In Durand Cup
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Downtown Heroes 
FC’s campaign in the 132nd 
edition of Durand Cup ended 
on Sunday as the club suf-
fered a 3-1 loss at the hands 
of Northeast United FC in 
Guwahati, Assam.

Downtown Heores had tak-
en an early lead in the 9th min-
ute through Parvaj. The Hilal 
Rasool Parray-led side did well 
to keep the scores 1-0 at half 
time, but Northeast United 
came flying in the second half.

NEUFC equalised in the 48th 
minute, before taking the lead 
in 51st minute and then seal-
ing the match in the 78th 
minute.

The defeat was the third 
consecutive loss for the 
Downtown, Srinagar-based 
football club, meaning their 
exit from the competition.

The Heroes released a late 
night statement, celebrat-
ing the team’s performance 
is Asia’s oldest football 
competition.

“Downtown Heroes FC ex-
tends heartfelt gratitude to 
our dedicated fans, supporters, 
and sponsors who stood by us 
throughout the tournament. 
Your unwavering support and 
enthusiastic cheers propelled 
us forward, and we are im-
mensely grateful for your pres-
ence on this thrilling journey,” 
the statement said.

Spain Beat  
England In Women's 
World Cup Final
Agencies

SYDNEY: Spain defeated 
England 1-0 in the Women's 
World Cup final on Sunday, 
capping off a tournament 
that has broken attendance 
and TV records and raised 
hopes of a surge in inter-
est for the women's game. 
Co-hosted by Australia and 
New Zealand, the ninth 
edition of the global show-
piece event was the first 
to be held in the southern 
hemisphere.

While local interest 
ebbed when Australia ex-
ited in the semi-finals, just 
shy of two million fans will 
have passed through the 
gates in nine host cities af-
ter Sunday's final crowd of 
75,784 is added to the tally. 
An Olga Carmona goal was 
the difference between the 
two sides in a pulsating 
game that saw Spain create 
the majority of the clear-cut 
chances.

"We suffered, it was a dif-
ficult match (but) we always 
thought we were going to 
make it," Carmona, who was 
also named player of the 
match, told Spanish state 
broadcaster TVE.

La Roja were rocked by 
a locker room dispute be-
tween the squad and coach 
Jorge Vilda and the Spanish 
football federation, with 
some of their best players 
absent from the tournament 

as a result.
But despite a shock 4-0 

loss to Japan in the group 
stage, the team has shone 
throughout the tournament 
with their brand of attrac-
tive, attacking football. "I 
can't imagine how much 
excitement there will be in 
Spain," Vilda told TVE.

"We are going to celebrate 
here and we don't know 
when it will end."

FESTIVAL ATMOSPHERE

Thousands of fans milled 
around Stadium Australia in 
Sydney hours before kick-off 
on Sunday, with troupes of 
drummers and stilt walk-
ers creating a festival atmo-
sphere. England and Spain 
were both making their first 
appearance at a Women's 
World Cup final, while 
England's wait for a first tro-
phy since the men's tourna-
ment in 1966 goes on.

Women were banned 
from official facilities in 
England, the home of the 
game, until 1970 and have 
long lagged the men's team 
in interest and funding, al-
though that began to change 
after the Lionesses won the 
European Championship 
last year. England captain 
Millie Bright told report-
ers after the final whistle 
she was proud of the prog-
ress the women's game had 
made.

AI More Likely To 
Help Workers Than 
Take Their Jobs: UN

Agenceis

Artificial intelligence (AI) prob-
ably won't take over most peo-
ple's jobs, but it will help auto-
mate certain duties, according 
to a United Nations study re-
leased on Monday.

Generative AI is capable 
of producing text, images, 
sounds, animation, 3D models 
and other data, which can po-
tentially be used to complete 
or augment certain tasks.

"Most jobs and industries are 
only partially exposed to auto-
mation and are thus more likely 

to be complemented rather 
than substituted by AI," the re-
port by the UN's International 
Labor Organization (ILO) said.

This means that "the most 
important impact of the tech-
nology is likely to be of aug-
menting work," it continued.

The ILO calculated that 5.5% 
of jobs in high-income coun-
tries are potentially exposed 
to automation by generative 
AI, compared to 0.4% of jobs in 
low-income countries.

Clerical work most under 
threat

Nevertheless, the report 

found that clerical work was 
most at risk of being impacted 
by generative AI.

A quarter of tasks in clerical 
roles are highly exposed to po-
tential automation, according 
to the ILO.

This would particularly 
impact women, especially in 
wealthier countries.

"Therefore, for policymak-
ers, our study should not read 
as a calming voice, but rather 
as a call for harnessing policy 
to address the technological 
changes that are upon us," the 
ILO said.

Delhi High Court Orders "End-Of-Life" 
Vehicles' Release On This Condition
Agenceis

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court on Tuesday directed the 
release of several seized "end-
of-life" vehicles on an undertak-
ing by the owners to either per-
manently park them in private 
spaces or remove them from the 
city limits.

Justice Prateek Jalan was 
dealing with a batch of petitions 
against the seizure of cars by au-
thorities for being in violation of 
judicial orders banning the use 
of petrol and diesel vehicles that 
are over 15 years and 10 years of 
age, respectively.

The court asked the Delhi 
government to frame a policy 
on dealing with such vehicles 
when owners are willing to as-
sure that they would not be 
used here and give "due public-
ity" to the same.

It observed that the inten-
tion behind the policy was not 
to scrap the cars but ensure that 
the national capital is pollution 
free, and a balance has to be 
maintained between the right 
to use one's property and envi-
ronmental interests.

"I am of the view that the 
petitioners' grievances can be 
balanced with the implementa-
tion of the orders of the NGT and 
Supreme Court by directing the 
release of the vehicles to own-
ers subject to an undertaking to 
remove the vehicle from the ter-
ritory of NCT of Delhi and not to 
ply/park them in public spaces 
within the NCT of Delhi," the 
court ordered.

"For parked cars, the petition-
ers will file an undertaking that 
they will not be plied or parked 

in public space. Petitioners will 
provide evidence of private 
space either owned or leased," 
stated the court, adding that the 
enforcement officer concerned 
would facilitate the release of 
the vehicles of the petitioners 
from the scrapping agency.

The court clarified that the 
undertaking to the transport de-
partment would state that the 
vehicles shall be towed or trans-
ported to the border of the NCT 
of Delhi for its removal, and that 
when the vehicle is registered in 
Delhi, the petitioner may apply 
for NOC for transfer of vehicles 
outside Delhi. Any breach of 
the undertaking by the owners 
would invite action from court, 
Justice Jalan said.

One of the petitioners argued 
that her vehicle, which has 
"deep sentimental value", was 
unauthorisedly and without 
the issuance of any prior notice 

seized by the authorities earlier 
this year when it was merely 
parked outside her house.

The petitioner, represented 
by advocate Piyush Sharma 
and Aditya N Prasad, informed 
that she was not plying the car 
which purchased in the year 
2000 and intended to convert it 
into an electric vehicle.

Similarly, another petitioner 
challenged the seizure of his 
12-year-old diesel car which was 
"only parked for the purposes of 
denting, painting and other mis-
cellaneous electrical work which 
was imperative in order to dis-
pose of the car in another state".

The petitioner, represented by 
advocate Sahil Mongia, said that 
no law prohibits the mere keep-
ing of old diesel vehicles and no 
prior notice was given to him 
before the vehicle was taken 
into possession.

Meanwhile, Delhi Transport 

Minister Kailash Gahlot had on 
Monday directed the depart-
ment secretary-cum-commis-
sioner to stop seizing parked ve-
hicles that have completed their 
stipulated life on the road.

Owners of such vehicles are 
fined if these are found plying 
on the roads. The minister said 
in a note that it is "unfortunate" 
that the transport department is 
continuing its drive to seize old 
vehicles, even if found parked 
on the road, and sending those 
for scrapping.

He cited "serious concerns" 
raised by the Delhi High Court 
in the matter while hearing 
petitions of people whose ve-
hicles were seized by enforce-
ment teams of the transport 
department.

Gahlot cited an office memo 
issued by the department dated 
June 27, saying the drive was not 
approved by the government.

ELECTION COMMISSION 
IGC LASSIPORA  2023-25 

Ref No: CEC/009/23� Date: 04/09/2023

CORRIGENDUM
In continuation to notification no CEC/008/2023 dated: 
02/09/2023. It is notified that the Last date for obtaining and 
submission of Election Voting Right Forms is extends.
The dates are as follows:
Last date for issuance of forms 07/09/2023   4PM 
Last date for submission of forms 09/09/2023   4PM
This is the last opportunity for voter enrolment as no form can 
be issued or received after the dates mentioned above. 

Chief Election Commissioner 
IGC LassiporaFKO

Afghanistan Play Sri Lanka In 
Battle For Super 4 Spot

‘Sultan Classic’ Body Building 
C’ship Ends At Tagore Hall

Srinagar Premier League: 
Ali Jana, Star Kashmir Win

BCCI Officials In Pakistan

Cricket And Politics Shouldn't Be 
Mixed, Urges Shukla As Ashraf 
Hopes For ‘Better Relations’

Press Trust of India

AMRITSAR/LAHORE: For 
the first time in 17 years, 
two senior BCCI office-bear-
ers --- president Roger Binny 
and vice-president Rajeev 
Shukla -- travelled to Paki-
stan and reached Lahore on 
Monday after crossing the 
Attari-Wagah border, hon-
ouring the PCB's invitation 
to watch Asia Cup there.

While seasoned politician 
Shukla urged people ''not to 
mix politics with cricket'', 
a beaming PCB supremo 
Zaka Ashraf hoped that the 
acceptance of invitation by 
the BCCI was a welcome 
step towards improving the 
relations between the two 
cricket boards.

It was the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) management 
committee head Ashraf, 
who received the BCCI brass 
at the Wagah border and 
took them to Gadaffi Sta-
dium in Lahore. The duo 
will watch a couple of Super 
Four Games on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

The last time an Indian 

cricket team travelled to 
Pakistan was back in 2008 
for the Asia Cup. Pakistan 
last hosted India for a bi-
lateral series in 2006. Their 
cricket team last visited In-
dia for a bilateral white-ball 
series in 2012.

The BCCI had refused to 
send its team to Pakistan for 
the Asia Cup, which led to 
a bi-nation 'Hybrid Model' 
arrangement. But in a heart-
ening gesture, the BCCI ap-
proved former Test player 
Binny and Congressman 
Shukla's participation in a 
dinner hosted by the Gov-
ernor of Punjab province 
of Pakistan. ''Pakistan is the 
host of Asia Cup. The visit 
by this delegation is purely 
cricketing and there is no 
politics involved. It is a two-
day visit and the Governor 
of Punjab is hosting us for 
dinner and all three teams 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan will be present. 
We shouldn't mix cricket 
with politics,'' Shukla told 
mediapersons.

Shukla, who has been 
with the Indian cricket 

board for more than two 
decades, was a part of BCCI 
delegation that came for the 
historic 'Friendship Series' 
back in 2004.

Asked about the chances 
of resumption of bilateral 
cricketing contests, the Ra-
jya Sabha MP said: ''The 
decision with regards to bi-
lateral series is taken by the 
Indian government and we 
would follow whatever the 
government suggests.'' PCB 
chairman Ashraf conducted 
an impromptu press confer-
ence with Binny and Shukla 
by his side.

''I thank both Mr Binny 
and Mr Shukla from the core 
of my heart for accepting 
our invitation. We invited 
and they responded and if 
they reciprocate by invit-
ing us to their country, we 
will also accept it with all 
warmth. Inshallah, we will 
grow together,'' Ashraf said.

Binny recollected his 
last visit to Pakistan which 
incidentally was more 
than 16 years ago when 
he was a part of the Asian 
Cricket Council.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two matches 
were played in the 2023 
Srinagar Premier League 
on Monday at Synthetic 
Turf TRC here.

Star Kashmir FC beat 
Jehlum FC 2-0. Shariq Hus-
sain (71’, 80’) scored both 
the goals and was awarded 
man of the match.

Real Kashmir FC (Re-

serves) took on Ali Jama FC 
in the day’s second game. 
The hard fought match saw 
a solitary goal as Ali Jana 
took the three points after 
Riyas scored the winner in 
54th minute.

J&K Police will take on 
J&K Bank FC in a blockbust-
er clash today, Tuesday, 
September 5, at Synthetic 
Turf TRC, with kick off at 
6 pm.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The first edi-
tion of the Sultan Classic 
2023 Body Building Cham-
pionship & Men's Physique 
Sports successfully con-
cluded  on Sunday at Tago-
re Hall here.

The championship was 
organised by AHP Vitals 
and Planet Nutrition, and 
saw nearly 45 participant 
take part in Kashmir Body 
Building Championship, 
while 51 competed in the 
Sultan Classic Body Building 
Championship and Men's 
Physique Sports from all dis-
tricts of Kashmir Valley.

Suhail Mohiuddin from 
Pampore was declared 
“Sultan Classic 2023” and 

awarded 31000 cash prize 
and stack of 50000. Hamza 
Fayaz was declared "Men's 
Physique Sports Cham-
pion" and awarded 11000 
cash prize stack of 50000.

The organiser also distrib-
uted refreshment among 
athletes and distributed Rs. 
3 lakhs worth of supple-
ments, stacks, trophies, 
medals, galons and shakers.

Riyaz Ahmad Bhat, 
Founder of Sultan Clas-
sic, distributed the prizes 
among the players. He also 
gave away the date for up-
coming event: 3rd Septem-
ber 2024. “Five lakhs of 
stacks will be distributed 
among athletes and winner 
will get Rs. 1 lakh 1 thou-
sand cash prize,” he said.

Press Trust of India

LAHORE: Afghanistan will 
need to up their game with 
the ball when they face a 
skillful Sri Lanka in the bat-
tle of a Super4 spot in the 
Asia Cup here on Tuesday.

Afghanistan not only 
find themselves in a must-
win situation after the loss 
to Bangladesh but they also 
need a victory with a mas-
sive margin to finish in the 
top two of Group B. Their 
run-rate is in the negative 
following the defeat here 
on Sunday night while 
Sri Lanka, who beat Ban-
gladesh in their opening 
game, are in the positive 

with a NRR of 0.951.
Having put 300 plus 

against Afghanistan, Ban-

gladesh have a much supe-
rior run rate and are all but 
through to the next stage.


