
Thursday 24 August 2023 | Srinagar | Vol: 26 | Issue: 211 | Pages: 08 | Price: `3

www.kashmirobserver.net twitter.com / kashmirobserver facebook.com/kashmirobserver Postal Regn: L/159/KO/SK/2014-2016

LG Congratulates 
CCE-2022 Qualifiers

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha has congratulated 
the youngsters who have 

qualified the J&K Public Ser-
vice Commission’s Combined 
Competitive Examination (CCE) 
-2022.
In a tweet the Lt Governor said: 
“Congratulations to all those 
youngsters who successfully 
cleared the J&K Public Service 
Commission’s Combined Com-
petitive Examination (CCE) 
-2022. I firmly believe you will 
provide strength to our resolve 
of Viksit J&K UT. I wish every-
one a bright future.”

Air Chief Reviews 
LCA Project

Air Chief Marshal VR Chaud-
hari has reviewed the Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA) 

project as the delivery of the 
Mk-1A variant of the indigenously-
developed jet to the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) is set to start in Febru-
ary next year.
He described the project as the 
“flag bearer” of India’s self-reli-
ance in the aerospace sector and 
emphasised on the need to incor-
porate the lessons learnt from it 
into future defence projects.
The Chief of Air Staff carried out 
the review of the LCA Tejas proj-
ect at the Air  More on P6

Rs 5K Fine For Feeding 
Monkeys In Sikkim

The Sikkim government’s Forest, 
Environment and Wildlife depart-
ment has said that feeding of 

monkeys or improper disposal of food 
waste will be treated as an offence 
and violators will be fined Rs 5,000. It 
said that monkey (Macaque species) 
is a protected species, and feeding it 
is strictly prohibited under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972 and the Environ-
ment (Protection) Act 1986. The Chief 
Wildlife Warden of Sikkim, Sandeep 
Tambe in a public notice dated Au-
gust 19 said “This is to highlight an 
important matter that concerns the 
safety and well-being of all of us. Hu-
man feeding  More on P6

Man Injured In 
Jammu Blast
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

A man was injured on 
Wednesday when some low-
intensity explosive material, 

used for illegal hunting of animals, 
went off inside a house here, a 
senior police officer said.
The blast took place at Chatha 
on the outskirts of the city and 
further investigation is on, Jammu 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
Chandan Kohli said. Quoting initial 
investigation, he said the explo-
sive material of low intensity was 
kept in the house for illegal hunt-
ing of animals.  More on P6

Electric Shock Kills 
Factory Owner

A tomato factory owner on 
Wednesday died after 
receiving an electric shock 

in Kunzar area of North Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district.
Maqbool Hajam was working 
at his tomato factory in Lolpora 
village of Kunzar on Wednesday 
afternoon when he received an 
electric shock, reports said. Hajam 
died of electrocution even before 
he could be rescued and shifted to 
the hospital for treatment.
Meanwhile, after completion of 
medico- legal formalities, his body 
was handed over to his family 
members for performing last rites.

Youth Found 
Dead In Rajouri

A youth was found dead on 
Wednesday in Kotranka 
area in Rajouri district, offi-

cials said. They said that the body 
of Shabir Ahmad, son of Shakeel 
Ahmad, a resident of Samote 
Budhal was found lying opposite 
to Jamia Masjid Kotranka.
“A police team reached the site 
soon after and took the body into 
its possession”, they said.
Confirming it, SHO Kotranka 
Shakil Manhas told a local news 
agency GNS that they have reg-
istered a case under section 174 
CRPC to ascertain the cause of 
death of the youth.

India Over The Moon As 
ISRO Scripts History

New Flight Of  
New India: PM Modi

As the nation exalted over 
the successful landing of 
ISRO's Chandrayaan-3 on 

the uncharted lunar south pole 
on Wednesday, leaders and 
eminent personalities hailed it 
as a momentous occasion for 
India and space  More on P6

Went Through Lot Of Pain, 
Agony: ISRO Chief

ISRO Chairman S Somanath on 
Wednesday toasted the suc-
cess of the Chandrayaan-3 mis-

sion, crediting it to the “pain and 
agony” of all the scientists who 
persevered on it, and expressed 
confidence that the  More on P6

LG Sinha, J&K  
Parties Greet ISRO

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha and po-
litical leaders on Wednesday 

congratulated ISRO scientists on 
Chandrayaan-3’s successful land-
ing on the Moon, which put India 
in a group of select nations that 
have mastered the  More on P6

Special Prayers Offered 
At Hazratbal Shrine
MAJID NABI

Special prayers were held on Wednesday at 
the revered Hazratbal shrine, here for the suc-
cessful landing of Chandrayan-3 on the moon’s 

South Pole. The special prayers, officials said, were 
organized by the Jammu and Kashmir Wakf Board at 
Hazratbal shrine, housing the holy relic of Prophet 
Muhammad (Pbuh). The prayers were held after Zuhr 
(noon) prayers at Hazratbal shrine with  More on P6

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bengaluru: In a giant leap for 
its space programme, India's 
Moon mission Chandrayaan-3 
touched down on the lu-
nar south pole at 6.04 pm on 
Wednesday, propelling the 
country to an exclusive club 
of four and making it the first 
country to land on the unchart-
ed surface.

India scripted history as 
ISRO's ambitious third Moon 
mission Chandrayaan-3's 
Lander Module (LM) touched 
down on the lunar surface on 
Wednesday, making it only the 
fourth country to accomplish 
the feat, and first to reach the 
uncharted south pole of Earth's 
only natural satellite.

In a big boost to India's space 
prowess, the LM comprising 
the lander (Vikram) and the 
26 kg rover (Pragyan), made 
the soft landing near the south 

polar region of the Moon at 
6.04 pm,,less than a week af-
ter a similar Russian lander 
crashed.

With this touchdown on moon 
in second attempt in four years, 
India has become the fourth 
country to master the technol-
ogy of soft-landing on the lunar 
surface after the US, China and 
the erstwhile Soviet Union.

Chandrayaan-3 is a follow-
on mission to Chandrayaan-2 
and its 

objectives are to demonstrate 
safe and soft-landing on the 
lunar surface, roving on the 
Moon, and to conduct in-situ 
scientific experiments.

Chandrayaan-2 had failed 
in its lunar phase when its 
lander 'Vikram' crashed into 
the surface of the Moon 
minutes before the touch 
down following anomalies 
in the braking system in the 
lander while attempting 
a landing on September 7, 
2019. Chandrayaan's maiden 
mission was in 2008. 
The Rs 600 crore 

Chandrayaan-3 
mission was 

launched on July 14 onboard 
Launch Vehicle Mark-III (LVM-
3) rocket, for a 41-day voyage to 
reach near the lunar south pole.

The soft-landing took place 
days after Russia's Luna-25 
spacecraft crashed into the 
Moon after spinning out of 
control.

The lander and the six-
wheeled rover (with total mass 
of 1,752 kg) are designed to 
operate for one lunar daylight 
period (about 14 Earth days)

The lander with four legs, 
had multiple sensors to ensure 
a safe touchdown, including 
an accelerometer, altimeters, 
Doppler velocimeter, incli-
nometer, touchdown sensor, 
and a suite of cameras for haz-
ard avoidance and positional 
knowledge.

The lander carries the rover 
in a compartment with a ramp 

for deployment onto the 
surface.

99% Intrusion 
Bids By Pak 
Foiled: DGP
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Asserting that 99 per 
cent infiltration attempts from 
Pakistan on the border have 
been foiled in Jammu and 
Kashmir this year, Director 
General of Police Dilbag Singh 
on Wednesday said the secu-
rity agencies are fully alert and 
working to finish terrorism 
rather than just contain it.

He said the border security 
grid is "much stronger than 
ever" with the addition of "new 
elements" to scuttle any at-
tempt from Pakistan to push 
terrorists and smuggle arms 
and narcotics.

"A number of encounters 
took place on the borders (in 
the recent past) which is a proof 
of the presence and alertness 
of our forces who are engag-
ing them (infiltrators) at their 
place of choosing and neutral-
ising them (before they man-
age to sneak into Jammu and 
Kashmir)," the DGP, flanked by 
Additional Director General of 
Police (Jammu zone) Mukesh 
Singh, told reporters on the 
sidelines of a function here.

Security forces foiled several 
infiltration attempts along the 
Line of Control (LoC) in north 
Kashmir and Poonch-Rajouri 
belt of Pir panjal in the Jammu 
region in the recent past, killing 
nearly a dozen infiltrators and 
seizing huge consignments of 
arms, explosives and narcotics 
over the past two months.

The police officers were pres-
ent at a foundation-laying cer-
emony of the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) headquarters at 
Sidhra by Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha. The six-storey 
building on over half an acre of 
land is likely to  More on P6

Art-370 Has 'Self-
Limiting Character': SC

No Intention To Touch Spl 
Provisions Of N-E: Centre

The Centre has no intention to touch any special provisions of the 
Constitution related to the North East or any other region, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta told the Supreme Court on Wednesday, and 

deprecated any attempt to "create such apprehensions".
He made the submission before a five-judge constitution bench headed 
by Chief Justice DY Chandrachud, when advocate Manish Tewari said 
there are apprehensions that special provisions related to the North East-
ern states may also be done away with in the manner in  More on P6

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
Wednesday said there is "intrin-
sic evidence" that Article 370 
has a "self-limiting character" 
and it seems to have worked 
itself out after the term of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Constituent Assembly 
ended in 1957.

A five-judge 
bench headed by 
Chief Justice DY 
Chandrachud was 
hearing a batch of 
petitions challenging 
abrogation of Article 370 
that accorded special status to 
the erstwhile state of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

"Really speaking, though 
the Constitution of Jammu and 
Kashmir framed its relation-
ship with Union of India, unless 
that relationship was embodied 

in the Indian Constitution, how 
will it bind the dominion of 
India or Parliament for succes-
sive years after 1957," the bench, 
also comprising Justices Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul, Sanjiv Khanna, BR 
Gavai and Surya Kant, said.

The bench posed questions 
to senior advocate Gopal 

S a n k a r a n a r a y a n a n , 
appearing for one 
of the petitioners 
Soayib Qureshi, who 
has challenged the 
Centre's August 5, 

2019 decision to abro-
gate the provision.
CJI Chandrachud said 

in his view, Article 370 has two 
terminal points--first in clause 
2 where it has been said that 
all decisions taken prior to the 
existence of the constituent as-
sembly shall be placed for its ap-
proval and second, in proviso to 
clause 3,   More on P6

US Likely To Lift Travel 
Advisory On J&K: LG

Reaffirms 
Admin’s Resolve 
Of Corruption-
Free J&K

The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on 

Wednesday reiterated his 
administration's commit-
ment to effectively com-
bat corruption to fulfil the 
resolve of a corruption-
free' Jammu and Kash-
mir. Sinha was speaking 
to officers after laying the 
foundation stone of the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) headquarters in 
Sidhra area here.
"With this new begin-
ning, the government 
reaffirms its commit-
ment to effectively 
combat corruption 
to fulfil the resolve of 
corruption-free Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said.  

 More on P6

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant development, Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Wednesday said that the 
United States was likely to 
rollback the negative travel 
advisory on the UT in the 
wake of the improving situa-
tion in Kashmir.

Addressing the gathering at 
Raj Bhawan Jammu after laying 
the E-foundation stone for the 
restoration of the holy shrine 

of Shiv Khori. The project has 
been handed over to JSW group 
that will add new facilities at 
the shrine which will increase 
the tourist influx as well.

“A few days ago, I met two 
officials from the United 
States Embassy. They ex-
pressed gratitude to me for 
the improved situation and 
stated that they could see the 
huge change in the Kashmir 
situation. I urged them if they 
really feel the change, they 
should help in removing the 
negative  More on P6

UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF  PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi, 
we are working with the resolution of ‘Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi’, 

where development work and growth go hand in hand.”

Panel Formed To Examine 
‘Model Prisons And 
Correctional Services’ Act

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Union Territory 
administration on Wednesday 
granted approval for the forma-
tion of a committee tasked with 
examining the ‘Model Prisons and 
Correctional Services Act, 2023.’

Headed by the Director 
General of Police (Prisons), the 
committee has been assigned 
the responsibility of reviewing 
the provisions of the “Model 
Prisons and Correctional 
Services Act, 2023” and recom-
mending necessary changes 
and modifications, accompa-
nied by justifications. This task 
will also take into consideration 
the feedback received from var-
ious sources regarding the draft 
Model Prisons and Correctional 
Services Act, 2023.

Additionally, the commit-
tee has been entrusted with 

studying the provisions of the 
“Model Prisons and Correctional 
Services Act, 2023,” with the 
aim of proposing any required 
amendments to the provisions 
outlined in the Prison Manual, 
2022. This information is de-
tailed in an official order.

The committee’s members 
will comprise a representative 
from the PHQ, not below the 
rank of SSP, nominated by the 
DGP, J&K; a representative from 
the CID, not below the rank of 
SSP, nominated by the Special 
DGP, CID, J&K; a representative 
from the Department of Law, 
Justice & P.A., not below the 
rank of Addl. Secy., nominated 
by the Secretary, Department of 
Law, Justice & PA, and a repre-
sentative from the Prosecution 
Department, not below the rank 
of DD(P), nominated by the DG, 
Prosecution. (GNS)

CHANDRAYAAN-3 IS A FOLLOW-ON MISSION TO 
CHANDRAYAAN-2 AND ITS OBJECTIVES are to 

demonstrate safe and soft-landing on the lunar surface, roving 
on the Moon, and to conduct in-situ scientific experiments.
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PUBLIC  NOTICE
I have changed my name from Syed Aiman Shafi to Aiman 
Shafi. In future, I will be known as Aiman Shafi. If anybody is 
having any objection , he/ she may contact Passport Office, 
Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no objection will be 
accepted.

inf

PUBLIC  NOTICE
I have Lost my 8th pass  certificate roll number 47 . Now I have 
applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the   
office Of Principal Govt Higher Secondary School Wahabpora  
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Mehbooba Qasim
S/ late Mohd Qasim Hajam ms
R/ Mullashulla teh Beerwah district budgam

PUBLIC  NOTICE
My father's name has been wrongly written in my  passport 
bearing no L5700242 as Mohd Kumar while his correct name 
is Ghulam Mohammad Kumar  & my Residence  has been 
wrongly written as Kral Check Berthipora Shopian  While my 
correct residence is  Wishkhal Barthipora Shopian which needs 
to be corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Regional 
Passport Office Srinagar within a period of seven day. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Nazir Ahmad Kumar 
S/o Ghulam Mohamad Kumar fko
R/o Wishkhal Barthipora Shopian

PUBLIC  NOTICE
My father's name has been wrongly written in my  passport 
bearing no L7437018 as Mohd Kumar while his correct name is 
Gh Mohd Kumar   which needs to be corrected. If anybody having 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the office of the Regional Passport Office Srinagar within a pe-
riod of seven day. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Manzoor Ahmad Kumar 
S/o Gh Mohd Kumar fko
R/o Kral Check Berthipora Shopian

Mohd Yousuf Phamda

Nusrat Jan

05-01-2011

Nusrat Jan D/o Mohd Yousuf Phamda
R/o Mohalla Naaginar Faqir 
Gujri Brein

07-08-2023

28-08-2023

nj

Subject: Advertisement for Recruitment of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) and Sahayikas (Angan-
wadi Helpers) in Anganwadi Centres of POSHAN Project Rafiabad.

Reference: 1. Government order No 222-JK(SWD) of 2022 Dated:30.11.2022.
2.Government Order No.103-JK(SWD) of 2023 dated: 28.04.2023.
3. Government directions vide No. SWD-ICDS/43/2022, Dated 14.08.2023.

Approval  has been accorded,vide letter No:-MD/Poshan/Estt/13281-94 Dated:-08-05-2013 for 
filling up of vacancies of Sanginis ( Anganwadi Workers) and Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) in 
Anganwadi Centres of POSHAN Project Rafiabad as per the details given below:

Sr. No. Name of Project Name of Post No. of Post

1
Rafiabad

AWW 01

AWH 01

                        Total                        02

Applications are invited in the Prescribed Performa in Annexure “A” from the eligible candidates for 
engagement as Anganwadi Worker and Anganwadi Helper on Honorarium basis for aforementioned 
posts of Anganwadi Centres. The important dates/details with regard to the posts are as under:

a) Date of commencement for submission of  application 22.08.2023.
b) Last date for submission of applications is 04.09.2023 up to 04.30 PM.
c) Annexure B- Name of the Post, Location/Ward , Qualification and Criteria for selection
d) Annexure C- Affidavit

ANNEXURE ‘A’
Format of Application
1. Name of POSHAN Project________________________________________________
2. Name of Anganwadi Centre______________________________________________
3. Post applied for__________________________________________________________
4. Name of the Candidate___________________________________________________
5. Father’s Name   __________________________________________________________
6. Husband’s Name(If married)______________________________________________
7. Residence________________________________________________________________
8. Ward .No._____________________ Panchayat Halqa/MC_________________________
9. Address for correspondence_____________________________________________
10. Contact No.______________________________________________________________
11. Date of Birth_____________________________________________________________
12. Age as on 01.01.2023____________________________________________________
13. Economic Status: NPHH/PHH/AAY……………………………….................................
14. Widow/Destitute (If any):  ………………………………………………………………………..
15. Academic Qualification:

S.No. Examina-
tion passed

Board/Uni-
versity

Year of 
Passing

Marks 
Obtained

Total Marks Percentage

     
      
16. Do the applicantbelong within the family of retiring AWW/AWH(YES/NO)……..………..
17. Document Attached:1.          2.

3.                          4.    5  
 

                                                                                       Signature of the candidate____________
         
Date:_________________

ANNEXURE ‘B’

Detail of Vacant Posts (AWW/AWH) along with name and location of AWC.
Sr.No. NAME OF ANGANWADI 

CENTRE
WARD NO. Panchayat 

Halqa
NAME OF POST NO. OF POSTS

1. Dar Mohalla GundMulraj MC
W-11

MC-Water-
gam

Sahayikas (An-
ganwadi Helpers)

01

S.No
1. Ahangerpora-B PW-03 PH-Pakwara Sanginis (Angan-

wadi Workers)
01

Eligibility:
For Anganwadi Workers
1. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K.
2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible.
3. The candidate should be a resident of the electoral ward where Anganwadi Centre is 
situated. Name in the voter list for the ward shall be considered as the proof of residence of the 
candidate. In case the name of the candidate appears in the voter list along with her parents,then 
she must provide certificate of being un-married issued by the concerned Tehsildar. Whereever, there 
is any dispute as to residence for any reason, then a residence proof certifying the ward of residence 
from the concerned SDM/ACR shall be considered.
4) Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Worker shall be 10+ 2 and maximum graduation. In 
case no 10+2 pass candidate is available in the ward, 10+2 pass candidate from the adjoining ward 
shall be considered which would require prior approval of Mission Director, Mission POSHAN.
5) In case suitable candidate is not available for adjoining ward, candidate from the nearest 
ward within the Panchayat can be considered subject to the approval of the MD, Mission POSHAN.
6) Weightage shall be given on the basis of marks obtained in 10+2 and selection shall be 
done purely on merit basis and no other criteria to be considered. 
7) In case of tie in merit of the eligible candidate, candidate with higher age will be preferred.
8) Candidate with qualification higher than graduation shall not be considered.

A. Anganwadi Helpers
1. The selection of Helper shall be restricted to the electoral ward where Anganwadi Centre is located.
2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible.
3. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K.
4. Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Helper shall be matriculation.
5. In case no matriculate candidate available in the ward, candidates with qualification not 
less than 8th standard shall be considered.
6. The committee shall select the(Anganwadi Helper) amongst eligible applicants, a 
married women on the basis of marks obtained in the class 10th. However, in rarest  of rare cases 
where selection committee finds a widow headed household with no income source or a completely 
destitute lady with zero source of income, in such cases preference may be given, if other things are 
equal. In case no married candidate is available, unmarried candidate may be considered.
B. In case eligible candidate is available within the family of retiring AWW/AWH, the said 
candidateshall qualify for additional two percent points.
Document Verification
1) The candidate who is shortlisted for document verification will be required to appear for 
Document Verification along-with the original documents as well as self-attested Photostat copy of 
each document as per the Advertisement Notification. The candidate must be in possession of the 
prescribed academic qualification and other document like Domicile Certificate, on or before the last 
date of submission of application form.
a) Marks sheet(s)/Diploma/Degree of the qualification prescribed for the post as per Adver-
tisement Notification.
b) Date of Birth/Matriculate Certificate.
c) Domicile Certificate.
d) Unmarried Certificate (where required)
2) Candidates have to bring two passport size recent colour photographs and one original 
Photo ID proof. Photo ID Proof can be:
i) Aadhar Card
ii) Voter ID card.
3) The candidate who is supposed to furnish various certificates issued by or before the 
prescribedcut-off date, shall be required to produce them at the time of Document Verification or 
as may be sought by the Committee; in case of failure, the committee shall take necessary decision 
which shall be final.

ANNEXURE C
     All applicants to submit affidavit stating following facts:
1. All Documents submitted are correct, without any mismatch, scanning,  duplicate or falla-
cious in nature. If found incorrect or in any of the above stated situation the candidature of deponent 
may be cancelled and liable to action under law.
2. Maximum qualification is Graduation for vacancy of  Anganwadi worker and Class X for 
and this is as per facts and onus of proving it to be true lies with the deponent.
3. The deponent has read the HR policy no. 222-JK(SWD) of 2022 dated: 30.11.2022  and is 
well versed with all salient features of the policy and shall be applicable to the deponent in case of 
selection as Anganwadi worker/ Anganwadi Helper.      
 
DIPK-7651/23  Date: 23.08.2023       Child Devel-

opment Project Officer
       POSHAN Project Rafiabad
No.:-CDPO/POSHAN/HR/2023/755-766 

Passport Size 
Photograph 

signed by 
Gazetted Officer

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Office Of The Child Development  Project Officer, Rafiabad.
Advertisement Notice: No.07of 2023

Dated:-22.08.2023

Subject:- Grant of Registration of the proposed Travel 
unit under the name & style  “M/s  Nature Nest Holidays” 
Situated at Maharapora Kongamdara Tehsil Pattan Dis-
trict Baramulla Kashmir

Public Notice
Whereas, I Mis Azra Khan D/o Mohammad Yaseen Khan R/o 
Pathanpora Nowlari Tehsil Pattan District Baramulla, Kashmir 
intends to apply in the department of Tourism for Registration 
of my proposed Travel Unit under the name and style “M/s  Na-
ture Nest Holidays” Situated at Maharapora Kongamdara Teh-
sil Pattan District Baramulla Kashmir   under Tourist Trade Act 
1978/82/2011-12.
     Whereas, I will submit State Subject/Domicile Certificate, 
Qualification Certificate, Pan Card, Experience Certificate 
(Minimum 05 Years), Character Certificate (Police Depart-
ment), Bank Statement  (Minimum Balance 10000), Site Plan, 
Affidavit, Rent Deed duly attested by Sub-Register , Printing 
Material ( Letter Head/Visiting Card), Photograph of the Unit 
(Indoor and Outdoor) and Two Passport size Photographs to 
the Department of Tourism as per prescribed checklist prior to 
Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.
    Now  as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 
1978/82/2011/12, before my case is processed for registration 
by the Competent Authority, the matter is hereby notified for 
information of general Public/Financial Institutions/Bank/
Organisation, etc for objection, if any and the same should 
reach to the Deputy Director Tourism Registration (e-mail Id:- 
ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from the pub-
lication of this notice in leading local newspaper/newspapers 
of the Valley. No objections beyond a period of 7 days shall be 
entertained.

inf

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 
Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 
Security System and Refilling of all Types 
of Cartridges, Toners 
Registered 
Government 
order Suppliers.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir
e-mail: ddtreg123@gmail.com

Subject: - Change of location of the Travel unit running under 
the name & style of “M/s Travelogue Tour & Travels”. 

PUBLIC NOTICE.
         Whereas, Mr. Mohammad Imran Khan Proprietor of M/s Travelogue 
Tour & Travels has applied this office for change of location of his Travel 
Agency from New Feteh Kadal Opp. Masjid Aisha Khadi Bandar Complex 
Srinagar to Khayam Opposite Khyber Hospital (Bishamber Nagar) Sri-
nagar under Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12.

        Whereas, the unit is registered with this office vide Registration 
No:- Reg/930/1585/DT/53/L-9 dated 18.12.2012 and is renewed upto 
31.03.2024.

       Whereas, the applicant along with his application has submitted the 
requisite documents as mention below:-
1. Registration Certificate.
2. NOC from concerned bank.
3. Rent Deed.
4. Affidavit.

        Now therefore, in exercise of powers conferred on me under section 39 
of Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12, before the request 
of the applicant is considered for change of location of the unit, the mat-
ter is hereby notified for information of General Public/ Financial Insti-
tutions/ Bank/ Organization, etc for objections, if any. The same should 
reach this office within a period of 7 days from the publication of this no-
tice in the local newspaper. Objections received beyond period of 7 days 
will not be entertained, and request of the applicant will be considered as 
per rules.                       
  

            Assistant Director Tourism,
                 Registration (Kashmir).

No:      Reg/T/930/716/DTK        
DIPK-7655/23     Dated:      23.08.2023

Office Of The Registrar  (Academic Section)
Main Campus, Shalimar, Srinagar-190025

Subject: Document Verification/Counselling in respect of eligible candidates for 
provisional selection/admission to One Year BHT Training course under Domicile 
of UT of J&K & UT of Ladakh for the Session 2023-24

NOTICE
It is notified for the information of all concerned eligible candidates, who had appeared in UET (BHT) 
– 2023 on 05/08/2023 and have obtained points/marks not below 45 in the said UET, in response to 
Admission Notice No. Au/ Acad/BHT/23/562-92, Dated 20-04-2023 read with No: Au/Acad/2023/
BHT/2746-86, dated 31-05-2023, No: Au/Acad/2023/4498-4528, dated 17-07-2023 and No: AU/
EC/2023/B-1/973-976 Dated: 21-08-2023 that their Document Verification/Counselling shall be 
held at  College of Agri. Engineering & Technology, Shalimar Campus.
Other details and terms & conditions are contained in full length Notice available on University Of-
ficial Website www.skustkashmir.ac.in/www/skuastkashmir.co.in
 By Order 

 Sd/-
                                                                                                               (G.N.Dar)

                                                                                                   Deputy Registrar (Acad)
AU/Acad/UET-2023/Counselling/6507-57
Dated:  23 - o8 – 2023
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :30

ZUHR 12:35

ASR 5: 15

Magrib 7:11
ISHA 8: 40

•	 1608-  1st English convoy lands at Surat, India
•	 1690- Job Charnock sets up East India Company HQ 

camp by Kalikata village (modern Calcutta)
•	 1704- Battle of Málaga: largest naval battle in the War 

of the Spanish Succession; Tactically indecisive but a 
Grand Alliance strategic victory

•	 1789- French Revolution: The National Assembly 
proclaims freedom of speech

•	 1814- British forces capture Washington, D.C. and 
destroy many landmarks (War of 1812)

•	 1891- Thomas Edison patents motion picture camera
•	 1904- Battle of Liao-Yang-200,000 Japanese against 

150,000 Russian, Japanese tactical victory
•	 1912- District of Alaska becomes an organized 

incorporated territory of the United States
•	 1914- Battle of Bergen: Germans defeat Belgian/British 

troops
•	 1914- German troops occupy Namur, Belgium
•	 1920- With British approval, Greece is encouraged to 

take offensive action against Turkish nationalists in 
Asia Minor

•	 1921- Battle of Sakaray Valley begins between Turkey 
& Greece

•	 1929- Turkey & Persia sign friendship treaty
•	 1931- France & USSR sign neutrality/no attack treaty
•	 1937- In the Spanish Civil War, the Basque Army 

surrenders to the Italian Corpo Truppe Volontarie 
following the Santoña Agreement.

•	 1939- Germany & USSR sign 10-year non-aggression 
pact

•	 1949- North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) goes 
into effect

•	 1966- USSR launches Luna 11 for orbit around Moon
•	 1968- France becomes the world's fifth thermonuclear 

power with a detonation on Mururoa Atoll in the South 
Pacific

•	 1976- Soyuz 21 returns to Earth
•	 1978- USSR performs underground nuclear test
•	 1979- UN's Vienna office begins issuing postage 

stamps
•	 1985-  STS 51-I mission scrubbed at T -5m because of 

bad weather
•	 1991- Mikhail Gorbachev resigns as head of USSR 

Communist Party
•	 1992- Diplomatic relations are established between 

the People's Republic of China and South Korea.
•	 1993-  Mars Observer comes closest to Mars
•	 1994-  Israel & PLO initialed accord giving autonomy 

to Palestinians in West Bank in education, health, 
taxation, social welfare & tourism

•	 1995-  Microsoft debuts Windows 95
•	 1997-  Gordon Spence discovers 2^2976221 - 1 (36th 

known Mersenne prime)
•	 2004-  89 passengers die after two airliners explode 

after flying out of Domodedovo International Airport, 
near Moscow. The explosions were caused by suicide 
bombers (reportedly female) from the Russian 
Republic of Chechnya.

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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NC To Support Whoever 
Forms The Next Govt: Farooq

N
ew Delhi - The Jammu and Kashmir chief Minister Dr. 
Farooq Abdullah today said his National conference 
would extend support to which ever group that comes 
to power at the Centre after the Lok Sabha polls. We 

will support the group that will form the government at the Centre 
as we are totally dependent on the Central Government, he said in 
an interview to Aaj Tak.

Abdullah, who had recently shared dias with Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee during the release of the election manifesto 
of National Democratic Alliance (NDA), said his party did not 
have any tie-up with BJP in the state. We don’t have any seat 
sharing arrangement with BJP, he said, adding we are contesting 
against BIP and the BJP is fighting against us.

The national Conference leader was critical of the 
Centre for being silent on the continuing cross-border ter-
rorism and infiltration.

 (Kashmir Observer, August 24, 1999)

From KO Archives

A tourist burst into joy as big screen showed Chandrayaan’s moon touchdown at Srinagars Lal Chowk

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office of the Executive Engineer, 
Transmission Line Maintt. Division -7, 

JKPTCL Bemina, Srinagar-190010
Ph. No. 0194-3516481 e-mail: tlmd7.jkptcl@gmail.com 

NOTICE  INVITING  TENDER

e-NIT No: TLMD-7/14 of 2023
 Dated: 22: 08:2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, the Executive Engineer Transmission Line Maintenance Division-7, 
Srinagar, hereby invites     e-Tenders valid for 120 days, from eligible, experienced and registered professional/Consultancy firms hav-
ing vast experience in Consultancy and designing, for providing of the below mentioned services as per Terms, Conditions, Technical 
Specifications and Schedules thereto mentioned in Standard Bidding Document. 
The Cost of Tender Documents shall be deposited into the bank Account of Transmission Line Maintenance Division-7, Srinagar bear-
ing CD A/C No. 0367010200000182, JK Bank Branch Tankipora and the bank receipt shall be uploaded.  
The EMD in the form of CDR/FDR pledged to  Executive Engineer TLMD-7, JKPTCL Srinagar shall be uploaded and the original  bank 
instrument shall be deposited alongwith hard copy of tender upto the specified date.    
    The Standard Bidding Document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in

S# Description of Work Qty Estimated  
Cost of the 
project (INR 
Lacs)

Cost of Tender 
Documents 
(Non refund-
able) INR

EMD

  1. Consultancy services including providing of Drawings, 
estimates, finalization of tender documents, Monitoring, 
Inspection & Quality control during execution of work for 
Strengthening and recasting of tower foundations of 220kV 
D/c Alusteng-Mirbazar Transmission Line  (Capex 2023-24).

As per BOQ 453.27 1000.00 Rs. 
27000

1. The Bidding Documents consisting of Pre-Qualifying Requirements / eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of Quantities 
(BOQ), set of Terms and Conditions of the contract and other related details can be seen/downloaded from the J&K State Govern-
ment’s website http://www.jktenders.gov.in,  as per Scheduled of dates given below:-

LIST OF IMPORTANT DATES

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 22-08-2023
2 Online Start date of downloading of Tender Documents 23-08-2023 (10:00Hrs.)
3 Online Start date & time of e-Bid submission 24-08-2023 (14:00 Hrs.)
4 Pre Bid meeting 28-08-2023 (12:00 Hrs.)
5 Online Last date & time of e-Bid submission 04-09-2023 (14:00 Hrs.)
6 Last date for submission of hardcopies 04-09-2023 (14:00 Hrs.)
7 Online Techno-Commercial Bids Opening Date & time 05-09-2023 (12:00Hrs.)
8 Date and time of opening of Price e-Bid (Only of the technically 

qualified Bidders)
The date & time of opening of price e-bids 
shall be notified separately

9 Position of AA and TEC Accorded
10 Position of funds Available under Capex 2023-24

2. The Techno-Commercial Bids of all participating Bidders shall be opened online in the office of Executive Engineer, TLMD-7, Be-
mina Srinagar. The date & time of opening of Price Bids of the qualifying bidders shall be notified on J&K Government’s website 
http://www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the Bidders automatically through e-mail message. The hardcopies shall have to be 
submitted in the office of Executive Engineer TLMD-7 Bemina Srinagar by 04-09-2023 (14:00 Hrs).
3. Before participating in the online Bids, the intending Bidders shall visit each tower location and get acquainted with the 
topography of site of work and local conditions thereof.
4. Clarifications, if any, can also be sought from the office of the undersigned on any working day or through e-mail Id: tlmd7.
jkptcl@gmail.com or on phone No. 0194-3516481 during the working hours.
5. The Department reserves the right to reject any or all the Bids at any stage without assigning any reason there-
of.                 

Sd-
Executive Engineer

TLMD-7 Srinagar
No: TLMD-7/TS/1505-08           
DIPK-NB-2796/23 
Dated :   23- 08-2023

In The Court Judicial Magistrate 
1st Class Pampore.

Case No.45 of 2023
Date of Institution: 09/08/2023

Dar Abu Muharib S/o Bilal Bashir Dar Through his father Biilal 
Bashir Dar  R/o   Pehroo Iqbal Abad Anantnag 

(Applicant)
VERSUS

Registrar Birth & Deaths
Executive Officer Municipal Committee Officer Pampore

(Non-Applicant)
In the matter of:

Application for Registration of Date of Birth of applicant and 
issuing the certificate thereof under Section 13 of the Registration 
of Birth and Death Act, 1969.

CORAM: Mr. Touseef Ahmad Magray U.I.D No. JK00208

NOTICE TO 
GENERAL PUBLIC

Whereas, the above titled petition has been filed by the applicant  
through his father Bilal Bashir Dar in this court seeking direction to the 
non-applicant for Registration of Date of birth . 
Whereas through the medium of this notice, the public at large is 
informed that in case, any one has any objection in issuance of direction 
with respect to the Registration of Date of birth of Applicant  (who has  
born on 23-06-2022 at Kong Posh Hospital,  Pampore) to the non-
applicant he/she/they shall file the same before this court in person or 
through counsel within 7 (Seven) days from the date of publication of 
this notice, failing which no objections will be entertained and matter 
will be taken up for disposal in accordance with law.
Given under my hand and Seal of the Court today 23-08-2023

No: 16.JMIC/Pampore
dated: 23-08-2023 

(Mr. Touseef Ahmad Magray) 
FKO U.I.D No JK00208 

Munsiff/JMIC Pampore.

3 Women Among 4 Held As Police Busts 
Prostitution Racket In Uptown City 
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: A sex scandal has been 
busted in the Nowgam area of up-
town Srinagar on Wednesday, po-
lice said. 

Locals of the Railway colony 
Nowgam area in Srinagar staged a 
protest against a sex scandal being 
allegedly operated in the area for a 
long time.

A local Irshad said five people 
have been arrested in connection 
with operating the scandal.

 “Five people have been ar-
rested on the spot. We have been 
closely watching this boutique for 
several months. A scandal is being 
run here for the last six months,” 

he said.
The Police raided the location, 

as per locals, and rounded up sev-
eral individuals, including three 
local females and a non-local male 
worker. The building was subse-
quently sealed off.

An official said that three fe-
males and 2 males arrested for 
running a prostitution racket from 
a rented building of a sarpanch at 
Shan Mohalla, Nowgam.

In this regard, FIR 131/2023 un-
der sections 3,4,8 of Immoral Traf-
ficking Prevention Act has been 
registered at Nowgam PS., the of-
ficial said.

Pertinently, there has been 
an increase in such incidents, 

Srinagar tops the list of districts 
where such rackets have been 
busted by Police.

On 3rd April,  Jammu Kashmir 
police busted a prostitution racket 
in Srinagar which was being run 
from a rented accommodation at 
Bagh-e-Mehtab area of the capital 
city of Kashmir.

On April 13, another similar 
racket has been busted in Srinagar’s 
Nowgam area. Six persons were ar-
rested in this regard by the Police.

Police said that six persons in-
cluding two females have been ar-
rested and a case under sections of 
Illicit Trafficking Prevention Act 
was registered and investigations 
taken up.

Smart Buses Will Significantly 
Improve Transport Services In 
Srinagar: CEO Smart City
Observer News Service

 Srinagar: Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO), Sri-
nagar Smart City Lim-
ited, Athar Amir Khan 
Wednesday said the 
new fleet of smart buses, 
which comprises 100 
buses, will significantly 
improve the transporta-
tion system in the city 
and peripherals.

"Transportation is a 
must in every city. The 
new fleet of smart buses 
which comprises 100 
buses will significantly 
improve the transporta-
tion facilities in the city 
and other parts of the 
valley," CEO SSCL Athar 
Amir Khan said.

He said the SSCL 
has rolled out Integrated 
Public Transport System 
(IPTS) plan wherein prop-
er bus stops, charging 
points, and other required 
prerequisites have been 
put in place for smooth 
functioning of transporta-
tion. "IPTS is actually an 
excessive exercise. Lot of 

infrastructure has been 
made for smooth func-
tioning of services," CEO 
SSCL said.

He said the new fleet 
of buses will improve 
transportation services 
in the city and other 
parts of Kashmir valley 
while more buses will 
be procured afterwards 
for providing convenient 
travel to people.

"We have procured 9 
and 12 meter wide buses. 
The former will ply in 
the interiors of cities 
where roads are nar-
row while the latter will 
ply on wide and major 
routes," he said.

He added, "These 
buses will have inbuilt 
CCTV through which ev-
ery activity of passengers 
will be monitored. These 
smart buses will have no 
conductors instead they 
will have technical assis-
tants. There are adequate 
arrangements inside the 
buses for the safety of 
women folk and elders," 
CEO, SSCL added.

DC Srinagar Holds Public 
Grievance Redressal 
Camp At Khonmoh
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad Wednesday under-
took an extensive tour 
of Khonmoh Block of the 
District and held a Pub-
lic Grievance Redressal 
Camp under Weekly 
Block Diwas program 
to reach out to the door 
steps of people for on 
spot resolution of their 
issues and demands.

The Grievance Re-
dressal Camp was at-
tended by large gather-

ing of locals, besides 
representatives of Pan-
chayat Raj Institutions 
including DDC member, 
Manzoor Ahmad who 
projected their grievanc-
es and issues before the 
Deputy Commissioner 
including augmentation 
of Water supply, upgra-
dation & widening of 
Khonmoh Check San-
gri Road infrastructure 
upgradation of High 
School, transport facil-
ity from Khonmoh to Lal 
Chowk, upgradation of 
Health centre, curbing 
stray dogs menace and 
other issues.
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India at BRICS 

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi is attending the 
three-day BRICS Summit in Johannesburg, 
which began on August 22. In his departure state-
ment, the PM Modi highlighted the significance 

of the BRICS platform for discussing global issues. He em-
phasized that BRICS has evolved into a platform for ad-
dressing concerns of the Global South, focusing on devel-
opment priorities and reforming the multilateral system. 

The BRICS Summit brings together the economies 
of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, with 
South Africa holding the presidency for this year. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin is expected to join the 
summit virtually and Moscow is being represented by 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.The event aims to ex-
plore areas of cooperation among member countries and 
review institutional development. This year's in-person 
summit holds particular significance as it marks the 
first time the leaders have met face-to-face in three years 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Prime Minister's visit will also include an im-
portant bilateral stopover in Athens, Greece, on August 
25, where he has been invited by Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. This visit holds significance as 
Modi becomes the first Indian Prime Minister to visit 
Greece in 40 years. 

It has been a packed diplomatic calendar for India 
this year. India has already held G20 meetings, and the 
Quad foreign ministers meeting in New Delhi. It was 
followed by the visit of Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese and which was followed by that of Japan 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. India also held Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) foreign ministers’ 
meeting in Goa in May which was also attended by Paki-
stan foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.  This was 
followed by the Quad leaders’ summit in Australia. Sub-
sequently, the PM Modi also visited the US  where he 
addressed the joint session of the US Congress.  

The flurry of these major geopolitical events in In-
dia once again reflect India’s growing global diplomatic 
heft. Things are only set to get better from hereon. All 
major powers even when they are on opposite sides of 
the geopolitical divide want to be friends with India. On 
the other hand, Washington's priorities with India are 
no longer regional in their nature but their scope is the 
larger geo-politics. It goes without saying that India's 1.4 
billion population with a value addition of a burgeoning 
middle class has become an ultimate attraction for the 
west. Besides, India's calling card of democracy - albeit 
hemmed in by issues of its own - in a region of dysfunc-
tional countries, autocracies and Chinese communism 
are making India a global favourite. Whatever side you 
look at it from, this is one of the best times for the coun-
try. It is this context that India’s role in BRICS assumes 
a huge geopolitical significance.  With over 40 countries 
keen to join the grouping, the BRICS is shaping up as 
a major alliance of the most powerful countries outside 
the west, giving India an even bigger geopolitical profile, 
second only to China. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Kashmir's Unusual Hot 
Spell Kashmir
Basit Mohammad 

I
n an unusual turn of events, this idyllic region recently 
experienced a scorching hot spell that left residents and 
visitors alike bewildered.

Kashmir typically enjoys a cool and pleasant cli-
mate, thanks to its geographical location nestled in the 
Himalayan mountains. Summers are marked by mild tem-
peratures, making it a preferred destination for travelers 
seeking refuge from the heat in other parts of India.

In recent years, the world has witnessed unusual weath-
er patterns, and Kashmir was not exempt from this trend. 
Over the course of just two days, the region experienced a 
dramatic shift in temperature. The mercury soared to un-
precedented heights, and residents found themselves deal-
ing with an unexpected heatwave.

The sudden surge in temperature had significant reper-
cussions for daily life in Kashmir. People accustomed to 
cooler weather were caught off guard. The scorching heat 
made outdoor activities uncomfortable, and locals scram-
bled to find ways to beat the uncharacteristic warmth. 

Farmers, who rely on moderate temperatures for their 
crops, faced unexpected challenges, and efforts to mitigate 
the impact on agriculture were put into action.

The hot spell in Kashmir is not an isolated incident. It 
is part of a broader pattern of unusual weather events ob-
served globally. Climate change is causing shifts in weather 
patterns, leading to extreme temperatures in unexpected 
places. As we witness these changes, it becomes more cru-
cial than ever to address climate change collectively and 
adopt sustainable practices to mitigate its effects. 

Kashmir's two scorching days serve as a stark reminder 
that climate change is real and impacts even the most pictur-
esque corners of the world. While Kashmir's natural beauty 
remains unaltered, its recent weather anomaly underscores 
the urgency of addressing climate change on a global scale. 
As we cherish our planet's diverse landscapes, we must also 
work tirelessly to protect them for future generations.
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Why India Doesn’t Want BRICS To Dismantle 

The World Order Built By The West
If the group of rising powers tries to usurp global 
governance, it will collapse under its own weight

M. K. Bhadrakumar

A 
famous incident narrated by Bob 
Woodward in his book Obama’s Wars 
comes to mind: President Barack 
Obama, disregarding the protesta-

tions of Chinese protocol officials, burst into 
a closed-door meeting of Chinese, Indian and 
Brazilian leaders on a late Friday afternoon in 
Copenhagen, a week before Christmas in 2009, 
where the three BRIC leaders (this was before 
South Africa joined and the group became 
BRICS) were negotiating in secret a common 
position at the climate talks, which were on the 
verge of complete meltdown.

Obama had wanted the three leaders of the 
most powerful nations of the “Global South” – 
and South African President Jacob Zuma – to 
meet him individually rather than collectively, 
and was frantic that his ploy was upended. Even-
tually, Obama joined the four leaders and the ne-
gotiations resulted in a meaningful agreement.

That incident, just six months after the first 
BRIC Summit in Yekaterinburg in June of that 
year, underscored a cardinal truth that although 
the signs were there already that the West’s de-
cline had begun, no one had any doubts that the 
United States and Europe would continue to de-
termine the characteristics of the world econo-
my and international politics for a long time. 

Today, when India’s approach to the upcoming 
BRICS Summit has become a matter of some contro-
versy – with Reuters even floating a mischievous ru-
mor that Prime Minister Narendra Modi might not 
travel to Johannesburg – what is being overlooked 
is that there is a remarkable consistency in India’s 
conception of the grouping: that BRICS was a com-
munity of revisionist powers who were not seeking 
the destruction of the world order, but the inclusion 
of their interests in this order.

However, time didn’t stand still. Globaliza-
tion is moribund and the system of internation-
al institutions that provided its underpinnings 
are no longer inclusive. In fact, Russia and 
China are under US sanctions. On the contrary, 
India’s relationship with the US is perhaps at 
its highest point in history – almost a quasi-
alliance – and Washington describes it as the 
“defining partnership” of the century. Argu-
ably, the US sanctions against China could even 
hold advantages for India. The close bonding be-
tween the two countries that is in the pipeline 
for the chip industry is a case in point. Suffice 
to say, life may even be getting better for India, 
and the country’s elite would see no reason to 
trade its modest revisionist wishes for a most 
fundamental restructuring of the existing inter-
national order, let alone its destruction.

The bottom line is that India is content if 
the influence of BRICS in the shaping of the 
main aspects of the global agenda can make the 
world more just and stable. Indeed, that is not a 
far-fetched dream, as BRICS is on the right side 
of history. None of the group’s members have 
their economic opportunities and political in-

fluence grounded in a history of bloody wars, 
conducted with the purpose of establishing re-
gional and global dominance centered around 
the wealth accumulated over several centuries. 
India feels at home.    

This brings us to the core issue of the attrac-
tion that BRICS holds for so many countries 
today that are so patently divergent in their 
national characteristics, values, and interests – 
from Indonesia to Iran, Egypt to Saudi Arabia – 
who tend to regard the grouping as if it is poised 
to pick up the banner of global governance from 
the West. Such expectations are irrational, as 
they are premised on the evolution of the entire 
international order in a certain predetermined 
direction, which is of course not the case. 

Thus, it is only natural that Brazil – or In-
dia, for that matter – may feel troubled as to 
how, moving forward, BRICS’ contribution to 
global governance can truly be decisive. Fun-
damentally, there is uncertainty as to whether, 

in the current circumstances, it is even possible 
for BRICS to maintain the revisionist behavior 
of the past. The issue is not about the outcome of 
the Ukraine conflict, which Russia cannot and 
will not lose, but that even after a catastrophic 
defeat, its adversaries are highly unlikely to 
change their views on the world.

Therefore, if BRICS expands, devoid of 
norms, the unity of the grouping could get im-
paired, rendering it diffuse and ineffectual. 
That was what happened to the Non-Aligned 
Movement. Yet, this is also a transformative pe-
riod where “The best lack all conviction, while 
the worst are full of passionate intensity,” to 
borrow Yeats’ anguished formulation of an eter-
nal principle of politics.

The predicament is acute against the back-
drop of the Ukraine conflict and the Biden 
administration’s dual containment strat-
egy against China and Russia, two founding 
members of BRICS. Unsurprisingly, Chinese 
and Russian world views have dramatically 
changed in the most recent past and are robust-
ly countering US hegemony. The “no limits” 
friendship between these neighboring giants 
sets them apart somewhat within BRICS, and 
that cannot but affect the alchemy of the group-
ing – although the collegial spirit continues, 
thanks to their pragmatism and sagacity.

Curiously, many of the aspirants who seek 
association with BRICS could even be getting 
attracted to the grouping principally for that 
reason – a sort of second pillar that upholds a 
more just and less selfish global governance in 

relation to the small and medium-sized states of 
the world. 

Make no mistake that all the experience 
of strong institutions and global governance 
happens to be the experience of the West on 
the basis of common values and shared inter-
ests. Ironically, it also accounts for their “bloc 
mentality.” BRICS, on the contrary, lacks such 
cohesiveness and the capacity to set the world 
agenda, which the G7 had been doing for de-
cades. That is why a country like India will al-
ways expect BRICS as a community to aim not 
at destroying the existing world order, but at 
changing it for the better. India does not want 
the collapse of globalization, institutions and 
international law. Put differently, India prefers 
to create within the existing order such rules, 
norms and ways of cooperation that would al-
low for the preservation of its advantages and 
the elimination of its shortcomings. 

For India, this is both a matter of tactic 

and strategy. The prevailing rules-based order 
gives India a sense of security and strengthens 
multipolarity in Asia. It is a misconception that 
India is under pressure to bandwagon with the 
US. That might have been the case previously, 
but present-day India, under the current leader-
ship in particular, is consciously expanding the 
relations with the US, which it considers to be 
in its own national interests. It is a logical out-
come of the trajectory of politics in India since 
the 1990s and it enjoys a “bipartisan consensus” 
between the ruling party and the main opposi-
tion party. And it has become a long-term trend 
that already seems irreversible.

Several factors are involved here and one 
main factor is, paradoxically, the phenomenal 
rise of China, India’s BRICS partner, which raises 
alarmist sentiments in the country. The partner-
ship with the US is one of the few ways India hopes 
to address the security paradigm. That said, In-
dia’s BRICS partners can and should trust India to 
continue to pursue an independent foreign policy 
based on its national interests. There is no reason 
to doubt that India reposes faith in the decisive in-
fluence of the BRICS in the shaping of the main as-
pects of the global agenda that will make the world 
more just and stable.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer. The 
article was originally published by RT and 

India Punchline 

I
ndia, which is called the country 
of snakes and sages, today stands 
with the most powerful coun-
tries of the world in space tech-

nology. India has become the fourth 
country to successfully soft-land on 
the Moon with the Chandrayaan-3 

mission. The rover of the Chandray-
aan-3 spacecraft will study the lunar 
surface and it has been seated inside 
the lander. The entire mission dura-
tion of the lander is expected to last 
one lunar day, which is equivalent to 
14 Earth days. A crash landing hap-

pened last time. But this time after 
America, Russia, and China, India 
has become the fourth country to 
land on the lunar surface. 'Our exper-
tise in the field of space has grown 
tremendously. With the success of 
India's Chandrayaan-3 in soft land-

ing, India has not only become the 
fourth country in the world to do so 
but also become the first country in 
the world to land in the region of the 
South Pole.

Dr Satyawan Saurabh

4 Kashmir Observer
Friday, 01 February, 2013 OPINION

KASHMIR OBSERVERKASHMIR OBSERVER
SRINAGAR, Friday,  February 01, 2013

Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

We are on the Moon 

For India, this is both a matter of tactic and strategy. The 
prevailing rules-based order gives India a sense of security and 

strengthens multipolarity in Asia. It is a misconception that India is 
under pressure to bandwagon with the US
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Chandrayaan 3: 

Anusha Khan

In an exciting turn of events, 
India's Chandrayaan 3 has 
made it to the Moon's sur-

face, and boy, it's a big deal! 
This achievement is like scoring 
a touchdown in the Super Bowl 
of space exploration.

Social media is flooded with 
congratulatory messages as 
India writes over a new story. 
What was earlier a memory of 
tears and failure is now a story 
of relentless efforts and ulti-
mate success. The credit where 
the credit is due — this is truly a 
dictum worthy of this event of 
celebration for India.

KEEPIN' THE CHANDRAYAAN 
TRADITION ALIVE

India has been going all-in 
on lunar exploration. First, we 
had Chandrayaan 1 back in 
2008, which shook the world 
by discovering water molecules 
on the Moon. Then came Chan-
drayaan 2 in 2019, which, de-
spite a little hiccup during its 
landing, kept the lunar momen-
tum going. Now, Chandrayaan 3 
is here to rock the lunar scene.

CHANDRAYAAN 3: THE COMEBACK 
KID

Chandrayaan 3 is the come-
back story we all needed. It's 

like learning from your past 
mistakes and acing the test the 
second time around. The Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) took the lessons from 
Chandrayaan 2's landing and 
turned them into a recipe for 
success.

WHAT CHANDRAYAAN 3 AIMS FOR:
1. South Pole Mission: Chan-

drayaan 3's got its sights set on 
the Moon's South Pole, which 
is kind of like exploring the 
Moon's wild, uncharted terri-
tories. What makes this spot so 
cool? Well, it might just have 
some water ice, and that's a lu-
nar game-changer.

2.Super Tech:This mission 
is packing some serious tech 
upgrades. It's got smart, au-
tonomous landing capabilities 
to make sure it sticks the lunar 
landing like a pro. ISRO's show-
ing off its tech prowess.

3. Budget-Friendly Brilliance: 
Chandrayaan 3 isn't just about 
flashy technology; it's about 
doing space exploration on a 
budget without compromising 
on quality. It's a masterclass in 
cost-effective space exploration.

TEAMWORK MAKES THE DREAM 
WORK

Chandrayaan 3 isn't just 
about India doing its thing. It's 

a global effort. The mission 
takes inspiration from NASA's 
Apollo program and China's 
Chang'e missions. It's like all 
the space pros came together 
for a cosmic jam session.

CONQUERING SPACE CHALLENGES
Space isn't a walk in the park. 

Chandrayaan 3 had to face the 
Moon's crazy temperatures and 
the fact that there's no air up 
there. But guess what? It nailed 
it, showing the world what pre-
cision planning and engineer-
ing can do.

A NEW ERA DAWNS ON THE MOON
With Chandrayaan 3 touch-

ing down on the Moon, we're 
entering a new era of lunar ex-
ploration. India's making waves 
not just on Earth but up there 
too. The Moon is the limit!

In a nutshell, Chandrayaan 3's 
landing on the Moon is a slam-
dunk moment for India and a 
giant leap for humanity's space 
exploration dreams. It's not 
just about knowing more about 
our lunar neighbor; it's about 
showing the world that space 
exploration is a team sport, and 
together, we can reach for the 
stars...or in this case, the Moon!

Views expressed are the 

author’s own

India Nails 

the  Moon Landing!

SPACE ISN'T A WALK IN THE PARK. Chandrayaan 3 had to face the Moon's crazy 
temperatures and the fact that there's no air up there. But guess what? It nailed it, 
showing the world what precision planning and engineering can do

The Expensive, Exhausting Pursuit 

of a ‘‘Perfect Smile’’
Sam Escobar

Whether we are smiling, 
laughing, crying, yell-

ing, or simply saying “hello,” 
our teeth are one of the first 
things people see. For millions 
of people, this can be a source 
of shame—something to be 
covered up in person, edited 
away in photos, and, when fi-
nancially feasible, “fixed” at 
the doctor’s office. As some-
one who sees a camera and 
instinctively makes a closed-
mouth smile, I’m all too famil-
iar with these anxieties.

In recent years, the beauty 
world has made huge strides 
in inclusivity. We’ve seen the 
standardization of 40-shade 
foundation ranges (thank you, 
Fenty Beauty), the rise in size-, 
gender-, and age-diverse cast-
ing, and the much-needed in-
creased accessibility of prod-
ucts for folks with disabilities. 
Despite these major improve-
ments, however, many beauty 
standards remain fixtures in 
our daily lives, with the “per-
fect smile” ideal being one of 
the most prominent—and one 
of the most elusive. But den-
tal care, both essential and 
cosmetic, is woefully inacces-
sible for millions of people in 
America, oftentimes due to 
the prohibitive cost; this is yet 
another reason “good teeth” 
have become symbolic of sta-
tus, access, and wealth.

While you may see the oc-

casional gap in the teeth of 
a model—more often than 
not, a model who checks the 
boxes on many other conven-
tional beauty standards—it 
is still rare to see someone 
with, say, crooked teeth or 
crowding, let alone yellowing 
or even a less-bright-than-
a-Chiclet white. (For celebri-
ties, getting veneers after hit-
ting it big is still practically a 
right of passage.) In fact, “bad 
teeth” are often a hallmark 
of villains—think Jaws of the 
James Bond universe—and 
characters intended to be 
punchlines.

So, how did we get here? 
And what is the cost—emo-
tional, financial, and time-
wise—of getting the “perfect 
smile”? Below is a snapshot 
of modern dentistry, includ-
ing firsthand accounts of adult 
braces wearers and a day in 
the life of one of Hollywood’s 
biggest dentists.

THE HISTORY OF THE BIG, BRIGHT 
AMERICAN SMILE

 “A quick glance at the cast 
of any U.S.-based show on 
the air right now shows that 
a mouthful of ultra-white, 
unnervingly straight teeth is 
about as American as apple pie 
and woefully inadequate paid 
parental leave. The history of 
how status-boasting smiles 
became a commodity is a 
complex one, to say the least.” 
-Sam Escobar, Site Director

I TOOK ON CREDIT CARD DEBT TO 
GET BRACES AS AN ADULT

 SE: “Over her nearly seven 
years at Allure, associate beau-
ty director Sarah Kinonen, the 
editor behind our Show Your 
Teeth series, has reported mul-
tiple stories regarding income 
inequality and how it relates 
to beauty. (I’ve personally had 
many eye-opening conversa-
tions with her on topics like 
these—one of the many advan-
tages of working on a team full 
of beauty editors who bring 
their unique perspectives to 
the table!) Whether or not you 
know what it’s like to grow up 
envying your classmates for 

their shiny braces, I highly 
recommend reading 
her essay.”

SOME OF US HAVE 
NATURALLY YELLOW 
TEETH AND THERE’S 
NOTHING WE CAN DO 
ABOUT IT

 SE: “It’s easy to 
assume that the 
only reasons some-
one’s teeth might 
be yellow are their 
choices: smoking 
cigarettes, drinking 
coffee and alcohol, 
forgetting to brush, eating 
and drinking sugary things. 

But I learned something in-
credibly helpful from 
this piece by Hannah 
Baxter: The shade of 
your teeth is not ex-
clusively dictated by 
lifestyle. In fact, some 
people have naturally 
white teeth while oth-
ers of us (hello, com-
rades) do not.”

TYRA BANKS 
APOLOGIZES AFTER 
BEING BLASTED FOR 
INSENSITIVE REMARKS 

IN ‘AMERICA’S NEXT TOP 
MODEL’ CLIP

 SE: “Like many Millennials, 

I’ve thought periodically about 
America’s Next Top Model and 
its role in the ‘00s reality TV 
zeitgeist. When this clip resur-
faced, I immediately remem-
bered the episode; I, too, have 
gaps in my teeth, so it made a 
major impression on me as a 
child. But, unlike many celeb-
rities called out for cringewor-
thy television moments years 
down the line, Tyra acknowl-
edged the clip and apologized. 
Take note, fellow early-Aughts 
stars.”

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT TOOTH GEMS

 SE: “Unlike the aforemen-
tioned ANTM moment, some 
things from the early-Aughts 
have been very well-received 
by modern audiences.”

PAGEANT MUM SPENDS OVER 
$300 ON DAUGTHER’S PAGEANT 
FLIPPER TEETH

 SE: “I’ll never forget the mo-
ment I discovered what a “flip-
per” is, thanks to an episode of 
good ol’ Toddlers and Tiaras.”

HOW CLEAR TEETH ALIGNERS CAN 
AFFECT PEOPLE WITH EATING 
DISORDERS

 SE: “This essay by former 
wellness editor Rosemary 
Donahue, who experienced 
triggering side effects after 
starting Invisalign treatments, 
is a solid reminder of why it’s 
necessary for medical profes-
sionals to receive training and 

education on eating disorders, 
even if they do not work in 
eating-disorder recovery.”

THE CREST OF THE WHITESTRIP
 SE: “‘Let me be enamel-

clear: There is no health im-
perative to having white teeth,’ 
writes Brennan Kilbane. The 
fact of the matter is that we 
do not need a bleach-bright 
smile—we just want one. Re-
ally, really badly. How did we 
get this obsessed with tooth-
whitening trays and strips?”

WHO INVENTED THE 
TOOTHBRUSH?

 SE: “My mother is a librar-
ian, so I love libraries—partic-
ularly the Library of Congress, 
which has myriad historical 
documents and information 
on every topic under the sun, 
as well as photography and 
art, like this 1938 poster pro-
moting dental hygiene that 
could easily be passed off as a 
modern ad for a Silicon Valley 
tooth-care startup.”

I SPENT 96 HOURS IN DUBAI WITH 
MICHAEL APA, THE WORLD’S 
BUSIEST COSMETIC DENTIST

 SE: “You know that scene in 
Rules of Attraction where Vic-
tor recounts his fever-dream 
experience studying abroad? 
This is kind of like that…but 
with a dentist.”

The article was originally 

featured in Get Pocket/Allure 
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New Flight Of
exploration. “India is now on the Moon. This 

is a moment to cherish forever... We are witness 
to the new flight of new India,” Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said after scientists at the Mission 
Operations Complex of the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) in Bengaluru broke into 
celebrations and flashed victory signs, eras-
ing the disappointment of the failed landing of 
Chandrayaan-2 in 2019.

Addressing ISRO scientists virtually from 
Johannesburg, Modi said, “Now is the time to 
walk on the ‘Chandra Path’... New history has been 
written.”

President Droupadi Murmu termed it a “mo-
mentous occasion” and said, “I congratulate ISRO 
and everybody involved in the Chandrayaan-3 
mission and wish them greater accomplishments 
ahead.”

While BJP chief J P Nadda hailed ISRO scientists 
and lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership for Chandrayaan-3’s success, the Congress 
said it is a collective success of every Indian and 
ISRO’s achievement reflects a saga of continuity 
and is a testament to the vision of the country’s 
first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

Home Minister Amit Shah expressed his grati-
tude to ISRO scientists for their undeterred efforts 
to make this mission a historic success.

“This landmark achievement is not only a tes-
tament to the power of Indian genius but it also 
launches India’s voyage through the Amrit Kaal to 
emerge as a global leader in the realm of space, as 
envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi Ji,” 
Shah wrote on ‘X’.

Nadda said India is creating new feats of suc-
cess under Modi’s leadership and carving a unique 
identity for itself and described the success of the 
mission as true to the mantra of ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat’.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge said an 
elated nation with 140 crore aspirations today 
witnessed yet another achievement in its six-de-
cade-long space programme and the entire world 
is looking up to the ISRO which is a matter of spe-
cial pride for all Indians.

Former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi said, 
“Congratulations to Team ISRO for today’s pio-
neering feat.”

“Chandrayaan3’s soft landing on the uncharted 
lunar South Pole is the result of decades of tre-
mendous ingenuity and hard work by our scien-
tific community,” Gandhi said, adding that since 
1962, India’s space programme has continued 
to scale new heights and inspire generations of 
young dreamers.

Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud termed 
the Chandrayaan-3 landing on the lunar surface 
a “historic achievement” and said the ISRO team 
and the entire scientific community have made 
the nation proud.

“This will help new avenues and scientific re-
search and discovery. Truly, this lunar landing rep-
resents a milestone in the onward march of our 
nation,” he said.

Union ministers, chief ministers, governors and 
other political leaders praised India’s scientific 
community and congratulated the people on the 
occasion.

“The prayers of crores of people and the hard 
work of our ISRO scientists have become success-
ful... Today’s moment will be written in golden let-
ters in the pages of history. Our new India is not 
less than anyone. Jai Hind,” Union Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya said.

Leading scientists and space agencies from 
around the globe said this monumental ac-
complishment not only marks India’s indelible 
imprint on lunar exploration but also demon-
strates the prowess of human collaboration and 
determination.

Bill Nelson, the administrator of NASA, 
said, “Congratulations ISRO on your successful 
Chandrayaan-3 lunar south pole landing! And con-
gratulations to India on being the fourth country 
to successfully soft-land a spacecraft on the Moon. 
We’re glad to be your partner on this mission!”

European Space Agency’s Director General, 
Josef Aschbacher congratulated ISRO and the 
people of India on the occasion. “What a way to 
demonstrate new technologies and achieve India’s 
first soft landing on another celestial body. Well 
done, I am thoroughly impressed.”

UK Space Agency said, “History made! 
Congratulations to ISRO”

Dr Chrisphin Karthick, a scientist at the Indian 
Institute of Astrophysics, Bengaluru, said, “The 
successful landing of Chandrayaan-3 is a testa-
ment to our collective progress towards space 
travel. It showcases the beauty of unity in diver-
sity as we sail the cosmic seas together.”

Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan and SS 
Rajamouli were among several cinema personali-
ties who were “over the moon” after Chandrayaan-3 
touched down on the lunar south pole.

Quoting the lines from his popular song 
“Chaand Taare Tod Laaoon” from his 1997 film 
“Yes Boss”, Shah Rukh said the day belongs to 
India and ISRO.

“Congratulations to all the scientists and en-
gineers... the whole team which has made India 
so proud. Chandrayaan-3 has successfully soft-
landed on the moon,” tweeted the “Pathaan” star.

Referring to the popular dialogue from his 2001 
film “Gadar”, actor and BJP MP Sunny Deol said, 
“What a proud moment.#Hindustan zindabad tha 
hai or rahega. A momentous feat in the history of 
India’s space exploration. Proud!!!” he posted on X.

Amitabh Bachchan said, “For far too long when 
India was referred to, it was spoken of as 3rd 
World Country .. and I hated it... Today I am proud 
to say, India is 1st world... in more ways than one.”

Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar hailed ISRO for 
the extraordinary achievement.

“ISRO represents the best of India. Humble, 
hardworking women and men, coming together, 
overcoming challenges, and making our tricolour 
fly high.” he wrote.

“India must celebrate and congratulate the 
Chandrayaan-2 team, which was led by Shri K 
Sivan, along with S Somanath’s Chandrayaan3 
team. Every hard landing has lessons which take 
us closer to a soft landing - on the moon, and in 
life,” he added.

An exuberant West Bengal Chief Minister took 
to X, to hail Chandrayaan 3 and the country’s 
scientific community while her counterpart in 
Odisha, Naveen Patnaik, termed it a “historic day”. 
Assam Chief Minister Himant Biswa Sarma, who 
was watching the landing at a school in Guwahati, 
tweeted, “Another giant leap for humanity!”

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said it was 
a matter of pride for all people.

People gathered in educational institutions, of-
fices, city squares and religious places to watch the 
ISRO live telecast of Chandrayaan-3’s final descent 
to the uncharted surface of the lunar south pole.

Went Through
space agency would similarly land a spacecraft 

on Mars in the coming years.
Acknowledging the contribution of a genera-

tion of leadership by the scientists of the country’s 
space agency for the Chandrayaan-3 mission’s 
success, he said this is an “incremental progress” 
and “definitely a huge one”.

The journey to the Moon is tough and soft-
landing is difficult for any nation to achieve today 
even with the advancement of technology, he 
said, pointing out that India achieved it in just two 
missions. Chandrayaan-2, the first mission with 
the objective of soft landing on the Moon had a 
narrow miss, while the Chandrayaan-3 mission 
was perfectly executed.

Chandrayaan-1’s objective was only to place 
an unmanned spacecraft in an orbit around the 
Moon.

“It (success of Chandrayaan-3 mission) gives 
confidence to configure missions to not only go to 
the Moon, but also to go to Mars, sometimes (per-
haps) land on Mars, may be in future go to Venus 
and other planets...”, he said.

Undertaking the Chandrayaan-3 mission was 
difficult, he said. “We went through a lot of pain 
and agony”.

Key scientists behind Chandrayaan-2 were also 
part of the Chandrayaan-3 team, he said. “Most 
of the people who were with Chandrayaan-2 are 
with us helping us to do Chandrayaan-3.They are 
a part of this, they have gone through such an 
agony...”

“...the technology that we have in 
Chandrayaan-3 is no less complex or inferior to 
any other technology that goes to the Moon. So, 
we have the best of the sensors of the world, best 
in class (equipment) in Chandrayaan-3”, he said, 
explaining that it was a completely Made-in-
India’ mission using world-class components.

Conveying the greetings of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to the ISRO team, he said, “The 
Honourable PM called me and conveyed his greet-
ings to each one of you and your family for the 
wonderful work you did in ISRO.”

Speaking about the support from the govern-
ment to pursue further space missions, both sci-
entific as well as commercial, he said, “Thanks to 
him (PM) for the support he is giving to us for mis-
sions like Chandrayaan-3 and missions that are in 
the offing. That’s the great word of comfort that 
we are receiving for pursuing the inspirational 
work that we are doing for the nation.”

The ISRO chief said the Prime Minister is “very, 
very clear about the long-term vision, and wants 
to make sure that we remain very, very dominant 
in the area of space exploration and science”.

Addressing the ISRO team at the Mission 
Operations Complex, he thanked all those who 
prayed for the mission’s success, and in particular 
named ISRO veterans like A S Kiran Kumar (former 
ISRO chief).

“They have been helping so much, they were 
part of the team to help them (team) to get the 
confidence and get the reviews done, and to en-
sure that nothing goes with any mistakes,” he said.

Noting that this is the work of a generation 
of ISRO’s leadership and scientists, Somanath 
said, “This is the journey we started with 
Chandrayaan-1, continued in Chandrayaan-2 and 
Chandrayaan-2 craft is still working and doing a 
lot of communication work with us. All the team 
that contributed to building Chandrayaan-1 and 
2 should be remembered and thanked, while we 
celebrate (the success of) Chandrayaan-3.”

LG Sinha, J&K
technology of soft-landing on the lunar surface.
The feat has been achieved by the US, China and 

the erstwhile Soviet Union.
Celebrations by tourists erupted near the his-

toric Ghanta Ghar’ (Clock Tower) in the Lal Chowk 
city centre as soon as the spacecraft made the soft 
landing on the moon. They were watching its live 
telecast.

“India is on the moon! Heartiest Congratulations 
to team @ISRO for success of Chandrayaan-3 lu-
nar mission. Absolutely momentous achievement 
and important milestone in the development of 
India’s space programme,” Sinha said on X, for-
merly Twitter.

With this mission, India has also reached where 
no nation has gone before as its Chandrayaan-3 
touched down on the lunar south pole.

Chandrayaan-3 is a follow-on mission to 
Chandrayaan-2 and its objectives are to demon-
strate safe and soft-landing on the lunar surface, 
roving on the moon, and to conduct in-situ scien-
tific experiments.

Chandrayaan-2 had failed in its lunar phase 
when its lander Vikram crashed into the surface of 
the moon minutes before the touch down follow-
ing anomalies in the braking system in the lander 
while attempting a landing on September 7, 2019. 
Chandrayaan programme’s maiden mission was 
in 2008.

On X, National Conference (NC) leader Omar 
Abdullah said, “So very pleased for the scientists 
at @isro. After the setback with Chandrayaan-2 in 
2019, they dusted themselves off, wiped off the 
tears of disappointment and started again deter-
mined to succeed.”

They have taught “us that a setback is not a fail-
ure, it’s a lesson to learn from”, the NC leader said.

Today, India became the first nation to land a 
probe softly on the south side of the moon, the 
former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister said 
and added that “Hats off to the ‘Never Give In’ 
spirit exemplified by @isro.”

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti described the 
successful landing of Chandrayaan-3 as a proud 
moment for all. “Heartiest congratulations to @
isro for Chandrayaan-3’s successful landing on 
the moon. A proud moment for all of us which 
wouldn’t have been possible without their sheer 
perseverance and dedication,” Mehbooba, who is 
also a former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister, 
said.

Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh Congress 
Committee (JKPCC) president Vikar Rasool Wani 
said, “My heartiest congratulations to @isro and 
the entire team of the mission.” It is a proud mo-
ment for every Indian, he said.

BJP’s Jammu and Kashmir spokesperson Altaf 
Thakur said ISRO deserves all praise for the grand 
success.

“Indeed a proud moment for the nation as 
Chandrayaan-3 made successful lunar landing at 

6:04 pm. ISRO deserves all praise for the grand 
success,” he said.

Apni Party president Altaf Bukhari posted on 
X, “Felicitations to all the countrymen on the suc-
cessful accomplishment of ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 
mission. It is a moment that all of us were waiting 
with bated breath for all this time.”

“The diligence with which ISRO and its allied 
departments accomplished the mission deserves 
due praise and accolades. Proud moment for 
whole nation,” he said.

Peoples Conference chairman Sajad Lone said 
it was a remarkable comeback for ISRO. “India is 
now a proud member of a very exclusive and se-
lect band of countries,” he said.

Special Prayers
Muslim worshippers raising their hands, be-

seeching for India to achieve the milestone of 
becoming the 4th nation in the world to land on 
moon and also the first to land on the moon’s 
south pole, Waqf officials said.

They said that hundreds of worshippers con-
verged at the shrine to offer special prayers for 
successful landing on Chandrayaan-3

“Special prayers were organized on the instruc-
tions of Wakf Board Chairperson, Dr Darakshan 
Andrabi in which hundreds of worshippers partic-
ipated and prayed for the country to accomplish 
such a feat,” they said.

They said the Imam of the shrine besides pray-
ing for the successful landing of Chandrayan-3, 
also highlighted the significance of the mission.

Meanwhile, hundreds of passerby watched 
Chandrayan-3 live broadcast at City Square 
Lal Chowk on a big screen here on Wednesday 
afternoon.

As soon as the Chandrayan-3 safely touched 
down on the moon, the entire area echoed with 
cheers and whistles, with people hailing the up-
hill efforts of scientists for making India accom-
plish a milestone.

“I am so excited and at the same time happy to 
see India becoming the 4th nation in the world to 
land on the moon. All credit goes to our scientists 
whose hard work made India achieve the feat,” 
Mansi, a tourist from Mangalore said.

99% Intrusion
be completed in 15 months.
“Though the infiltration attempts are going on, 

we do not see an upward trend. Our border secu-
rity grid is much stronger than before with the 
addition of new elements (to thwart infiltration 
attempts from Pakistan). We have already foiled 
99 per cent of such attempts this year,” Dilbag 
Singh said.

Asked about the killing of a self-styled divi-
sional commander of Hizbul Mujahideen along 
the LoC in Poonch district on August 7, he said 
Pakistan is making attempts to revive militancy in 
the Rajouri-Poonch belt and other places.

“Our efforts are not only to contain terrorism 
but to finish it completely. Whenever an infiltra-
tion attempt is being made, whether we had prior 
information or not about it, our security arrange-
ments are such that they (infiltrators) walk into 
our net,” the DGP said.

He said the overall security situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir is “very good” even as the “conspira-
cies” from across the border have not ended.

“They are sending improvised explosive devic-
es (IEDs), weapons and narcotics which is evident 
with our successful interruption and seizure of 
such consignments in Rajouri-Poonch and north 
Kashmir,” the DGP added.

He referred to the timely detection of an IED 
at Nagrota near here along the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway on the intervening night of 
Monday and Tuesday and said police and other 
agencies are fully alert to the threat and are foil-
ing the conspiracies.

“It is clear that such devices are coming from 
across the border and are the handiwork of active 
terror outfits and their cadres. The investigation 
(in the IED recovery case) is going on,” the police 
chief said.

On the law and order situation in Samba where 
protesters blocked the Jammu-Pathankot highway 
and clashed with the police over their demand for 
removal of Sarore toll plaza, he said people should 
raise their grievance, if any, to the government in 
a proper way.

“Putting the commuters to difficulty by block-
ing the road neither falls in the purview of the law, 
nor will it be allowed. The overall situation is nor-
mal,” he said.

Art-370 Has
where it was said that the President can issue a 

notification declaring that Article 370 shall cease 
to exist or shall be operative with exceptions and 
modifications only on the recommendation of the 
Constituent Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Interestingly, Article 370 is silent on what the 
regime should be once the constituent assem-
bly is formed and has taken a decision. There is 
a complete silence. If there is complete silence in 
Article 370, then Article 370 possibly has worked 
itself out ,” the CJI said.

CJI Chandrachud asked Sankaranarayanan 
that if this reasoning is to be accepted, then it 
means that once Article 370 worked itself out, the 
Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir will fill the 
void and that it will be the supreme document.

“Now the question will be, can the Constitution 
of federating unit rise above the source of federat-
ing unit,” the CJI said.

He added then the point is does the court say 
that Indian Constitution must be read in a manner 
to treat the Constitution of J-K as an overriding 
document over the Indian constitution.

Sankaranaraynan said it is their argument that 
Article 370 has worked itself out once the con-
stituent assembly ceased to exist and, therefore, it 
should not have been touched.

“But, if the terminal point of Article 370 is the 
constituent assembly, then is it not necessary that 
the work of constituent assembly of the state of J-K 
has to be embodied in this (Indian) Constitution to 
make it operational,” the bench said.

CJI Chandrachud said that Article 370, which 
continued to exist in the Indian Constitution, itself 
points to its self-limiting character.

“It’s there in the Constitution but the provi-
sion itself points to its self-limiting character. So 
it is not obliterated but the text itself shows it is 
a self-limiting character. The operation of Article 
370 has to come to an end once the constituent 
assembly of the state was formed .There is enough 
intrinsic evidence that Article 370 has itself a self-
limiting character,” he said.

The bench, however, clarified it is not saying 

that all constitution amendment orders issued 
for the application of the provisions of the Indian 
Constitution with respect to Jammu and Kashmir 
are unconstitutional.

“We are not saying that all these constitutional 
orders (COs) may have been unconstitutional. It 
would be improper to say that after all these (COs) 
were issued by statesmen who have operated this 
nation for the last 70 years, and we should not say 
that what they did was unconstitutional. It was to 
further the course of governance in the nation,” 
the CJI said.

Sankaranarayanan contended the Constitution 
of Jammu and Kashmir has almost all the provi-
sions which Indian Constitution has with nominal 
changes.

“Does that mean that anything said by the 
Constituent Assembly of the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir would bind the nation or bind Parliament 
or the Executive here? It had to be embodied sub-
sequent to 1957 in a binding arrangement reflect-
ed in our Constitution which was never done,” the 
bench said.

The top court also heard the arguments ad-
vanced by senior advocate Menaka Guruswamy, 
Nitya Ramakrishnan, Sanjay Parikh and PC Sen on 
behalf of the petitioners.

The hearing remained inconclusive and will 
continue on Thursday with Attorney General 
R Venkataramani and Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta presenting their arguments on behalf of 
the Centre.

CJI Chandrachud said in order to maintain con-
tinuity of the hearing, the constitution bench will 
sit on August 28 (Monday), which is otherwise 
reserved for hearing miscellaneous and fresh 
matters.

Several petitions challenging abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 370 and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which split the 
erstwhile state into two union territories - Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh - were referred to a 
Constitution bench in 2019.

No Intention To
which Article 370 was abrogated.
Tewari, a Congress leader and Lok Sabha MP, 

was appearing for former Arunachal Pradesh MLA 
Padi Richo, who has filed an intervention applica-
tion in a batch of petitions challenging abrogation 
of Article 370.

Interrupting Tewari, Mehta, appearing for the 
Centre said, “I have instructions to say this. This 
may be some kind of potential mischief. There is 
no apprehension and there is no need to create 
apprehensions.

“We must understand the difference between 
temporary and permanent provisions. The central 
government has no intention to touch any special 
provisions of the Constitution related to North 
Eastern and other regions.”

Tewari said like Article 370 for the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir, the sixth schedule of 
the Constitution envisages special provisions for 
North Eastern states.

“Even a slight apprehension in the periphery of 
India can have serious implications. This court is deal-
ing with one such situation in Manipur,” he added.

Tewari said he was not referring to the action of 
the current central government but was address-
ing the larger aspect at stake.

The bench, also comprising Justices Surya Kant, 
Sanjiv Khanna, BR Gavai and Surya Kant told 
Tewari why should the court deal with a petition 
which refers to apprehensions and anticipations.

“This is a constitution bench and we are dealing 
with a specific provision of Article 370. We should 
not expand the ambit of the question before the 
court based on anticipation and apprehensions,” 
the bench said.

“When, as a constitutional principle, the so-
licitor general has informed us that the govern-
ment has no such intention, why should we ap-
prehend something at all? We should not enter 
this territory at all. Let’s not focus on North East 
like this. The apprehensions have been allayed 
by the statement of the central government,” CJI 
Chandrachud said.

The bench then immediately disposed of the 
intervention application after passing an order in 
which it recorded Mehta’s submissions.

In its order, the bench said the intervention ap-
plication has urged that apart from the provisions 
contained in Part XXI of the Constitution pertain-
ing to Jammu and Kashmir, there are special pro-
visions governing the North Eastern regions.

“Hence it is submitted that the interpretation 
by the court in Article 370 would impact other 
provisions. Solicitor General has submitted on 
specific instructions that the Union Government 
has no intention to affect or touch any of the spe-
cial provisions applicable to North East regions or 
any other part of India,” the bench said in its order.

It said the matter before it is confined to Article 
370 and there is no commonality of interest in the 
intervention application and the case being heard.

“In any event, the solicitor general’s statement 
on behalf of the Union of India, allays any appre-
hensions in this regard. The IA stands disposed of,” 
the bench said.

US Likely To
travel advisory imposed on J&K by the US,” the 

LG said.
“The US Embassy officials assured me that they 

will write to their government and strongly rec-
ommend the rollback of negative travel advisory,” 
he added

The LG said that he briefed the US Embassy of-
ficials about the sea change taking place in J&K on 
the tourism front post G-20 summit in Srinagar.

The LG said that the J & K administration is 
committed to promote pilgrim tourism in the UT.

“I am glad to announce that this year, the high-
est ever number of Amarnath pilgrims arrived in 
Kashmir in the last 13 years,” he said.

The LG said that last year 1.88 Cr tourists visited 
J&K and this year, the administration is hopeful to 
see 2.25 Crore tourist arrivals in the UT.

Earlier in his speech, Sinha asserted that in the 
last three years have seen a glorious rejuvenation 
of various tourism sites and offbeat destinations 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

He also appreciated Sajjan Jindal, Chairman 
and MD of JSW Group and the entire team for tak-
ing up the work for the restoration of Shiv Khori 
shrine. He said the new facilities will ease the pil-
grimage and increase the influx of devotees.

“Shiv Khori is one of the most important reli-
gious sites of the country. The restoration, upgra-
dation and new infrastructural facilities will en-
sure unique spiritual tourism circuit to devotees 
and it will provide a major fillip to the economy 

and create large employment opportunities for 
the local population,” the LG said.

“Due to inclement weather condition, I couldn’t 
join the ceremony in person. I extend my best 
wishes to the people and the team engaged in the 
restoration work,” he added.

The LG shared the efforts of the UT 
Administration to strengthen the religious tour-
ism circuit and to promote the cultural, spiritual 
heritage of Jammu Kashmir.

“Under the guidance of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, we are working with the resolu-
tion of ‘Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi’, where development 
work and growth go hand in hand,” Sinha said.

The LG called upon the civil society members, 
the local residents and all the stakeholders to 
make their important contribution in the restora-
tion of the shrine and developing better facilities 
for the devotees.

He also reiterated the commitment of the ad-
ministration for the extension of Shri Shiv Khori 
Shrine Board.

Sajjan Jindal, Chairman and Managing Director, 
JSW Group spoke on the CSR initiatives of the JSW 
Group in J&K and expressed gratitude to the LG for 
providing an opportunity to the JSW Foundation 
to serve the people of the UT. He also shared the 
action plan for the execution of the restoration 
project.

The JSW team and the team of experts has 
conducted a scientific survey and identified sev-
eral works under the restoration project includ-
ing refurbishment of ghat and toilets, food kiosks, 
drinking water points, resting, rain shelters along 
the pathways, benches, installation of dustbins 
and creation of other necessary infrastructure and 
facilities. (With KNO inputs)

Reaffirms Admin’s
The LG called upon the officials to work with 

determination and commitment to zero tolerance 
against corruption.

The six-storey building will include a parking 
area, police station central, prosecution staff and 
other allied offices which will provide suitable 
space for the smooth functioning of the bureau.

Besides LG, Chief Secretary Dr Arun Kumar 
Mehta, Additional Chief Secretary Shaleen Kabra, 
DGP Dilbag Singh, Special DG CID RR Swain, 
Director ACB Anand Jain, ADGP Jammu Mukesh 
Singh, Commissioner Secretary, GAD Sanjeev 
Verma, Divisional Commissioner Jammu Ramesh 
Kumar, and senior officers were present on this 
occasion.

Rs 5K Fine For
of monkeys (Macaque species) and improper 

management of food waste has resulted in un-
natural growth in their population.

“As a result, residents in urban and rural areas 
are faced with increased instances of human-
monkey conflict, which has now grown into a 
public health and safety issue. It is essential to 
recognize that feeding them and improperly dis-
posing food waste process risks and concerns.” 
The notice also said that monkeys fed by humans 
lose their sense of fear and have now learnt to “as-
sociate food with people” and they are attracted 
and slowly become aggressive.

Monkeys are wild animals and their behaviour 
can be unpredictable, feeding them encourages 
them to approach humans, increasing the risk of 
bites or injuries, especially to women and chil-
dren. Also, transmission of zoonotic disease from 
primates to humans and vice versa is another risk.

Feeding monkeys can create an unsanitary en-
vironment, leading to the accumulation of waste 
and attracting pests, which can adversely affect 
the hygiene, the notice said.

It said when food becomes readily available, 
instead of spending their time foraging in forests, 
these macaques visit offices, homes, religious 
places, supermarkets and shops hoping to get 
food from humans.

Human food products are calorie-rich and an 
easily digestible source of food, however, these 
foods elevate stress levels and increase inter-
group aggression. Hence, providing food to mon-
keys can disrupt their natural feeding patterns 
and behaviour.

Air Chief Reviews
Headquarters on Tuesday, the IAF said.
In February 2021, the defence ministry sealed 

a Rs 48,000 crore deal with state-run aerospace 
major Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd for procurement 
of 83 Tejas MK-1A jets for the IAF.

The new variant of the jet will be capable of fir-
ing a plethora of weapons including beyond visual 
range missiles, according to officials.

The Chief of Air Staff said that given the nature 
of this project of national importance, it is re-
quired that all stakeholders adopt a collaborative 
approach towards its success, according to the IAF.

The LCA programme has been the “harbinger” 
of Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India initia-
tives of the nation, the IAF said in a statement.

The IAF has already inducted nearly 40 LCA 
Tejas of initial variants.

Senior officials of the defence ministry, 
Defence Research and Development Organisation, 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and 
Aeronautical Development Agency were present 
during the review.

“Representatives of HAL assured the Chief of Air 
Staff of the timely delivery of the contracted twin-
seaters in the coming months, as well,” the IAF said.

It said the Chairman and Managing Director of 
HAL assured those present at the meeting that the 
deliveries of this advanced variant of LCA Mk-1A 
would commence by February, 2024.

“While complimenting HAL, the Chief of Air 
Staff indicated that based on these assurances, the 
LCA Mk 1A could be inducted in a newly raised 
squadron in one of the IAF’s operational bases, 
early next year,” the IAF said.

Notwithstanding the project delays that were 
brought out during the review, Air Chief Marshal 
Chaudhari lauded the efforts of all stakeholders 
and underlined the need to incorporate the les-
sons learnt from the LCA programme into future 
indigenous design and development projects.

“With timely deliveries of the more capable 
variant, the LCA Mk 1A is likely to see increased 
deployments at forward bases, besides partici-
pation in international exercises in the days to 
come,” the IAF said.

Man Injured In
One person was injured and shifted to hospi-

tal, the officer said, adding a case under relevant 
sections of law was registered and a probe is 
underway.
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Wave Of Jubilation In J&K As 
Chandrayaan-3 Successfully 
Lands On Moon
DIPR Holds Live Screening At Srinagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a remarkable 
feat, India has etched its name 
in history today as the Chan-
drayaan-3 successfully ex-
ecuted its soft landing on the 
moon’s surface.

The Vikram Lander of the 
mission flawlessly touched 
down on the south polar re-
gion of the moon at 18.02 IST 
on August 23, marking an ex-
traordinary achievement for 
our great nation and the world.

This unprecedented achieve-
ment makes India the first 
country to achieve a successful 
landing on the southern polar 
region of the moon, a signifi-
cant milestone in the realm of 
space exploration.

In Jammu and Kashmir, a 
wave of jubilation and elation 
swept all through as the news 

of successful landing reached 
every corner. From  valleys 
to  mountaintops, people re-
mained glued to their television 
sets, witnessing this remark-
able feat. Special screenings 
were also organised through-
out the Union Territory of J&K.

The celebration of this 
ground-breaking achieve-
ment was also marked by  live 
screening of  landing at Raj 
Bhawan, Srinagar. Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha along 
with Chief Secretary and other 
senior officers of J&K adminis-
tration witnessed the historic 
event. The Lieutenant Gover-
nor also extended his heartfelt 
greetings to ISRO and its en-
tire team that has relentlessly 
worked towards the success of 
the Chandrayaan-3 Mission.

 Directorate of Information 
and Public Relations (DIPR) 

also joined the celebrations of 
this remarkable feat and held 
live streaming of this historical 
event.  Senior officers, officials, 
and staff members of the de-
partment gathered to witness 
this triumphant landing of  
Chandrayaan-3.

On this historic day, the en-
tire DIPR family also extended 
its greetings to ISRO and its en-
tire team for achieving this re-
markable and ground breaking 
success. This achievement not 
only showcases India’s scientific 
capabilities on global stage but 
also represents a moment of 
immense pride for the people of 
the nation, particularly the citi-
zens of Jammu and Kashmir. As 
we move forward, India stands 
poised to achieve even greater 
milestones in the field of space 
exploration, embodying  spirit 
of innovation and progress.

J&K Clinches Second Spot In Country By 
Taking Its Count Of Online Services To 913

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: With 913 citizen-centric 
services available online, Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday clinched 
the second spot amongst states and 
Union territories in the country, Chief 
Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta an-
nounced Wednesday.

The Chief Secretary stated that it is 
an important milestone in tune with 
the resolve of the J&K administration 
to provide ease, convenience and ac-
cessibility of services to the common 
man. With 913 online services, J&K 
has overtaken Kerala which provides 
911 services online and is placed at 
second position in the country after 
Madhya Pradesh.

Under the ‘Digital J&K Programme’ 
that was launched in mission mode 
last year, the number of online servic-
es has increased exponentially from 
35 services in 2021 to 913 services as 
on date.

 The Chief Secretary commended 
the efforts of the IT Department and 
NIC for the progress made in enhanc-
ing the number of online services of 
different departments. He empha-
sised on the need to identify more 
citizen centric services especially in 
the areas of health, education and 

‘Nasha Mukht J&K’ for development 
in online mode so as to reach a wider 
section of populace.

He stressed on the need to ensure 
proper assessment of citizen feed-
back and to continually monitor the 
quality of these services. It was di-
rected that an intensive IEC campaign 
be launched for informing the public 
about the digital initiatives and for 
greater uptake of the online services.

The use of technology has ushered 
in a new era of digital governance  in J 
& K with 24×7 availability of services 
on the single unified portal as well as 
the ‘ mobile dost’ app. The services 
have even been linked with the Rapid 
Assessment System (RAS) for citizen 
feedback and over 52 lakh SMSs have 
been sent  till date with an approval 
rating of 86 percent.

Moreover 300 online services have 
been linked to the Auto appeal sys-
tem wherein appeals are escalated 
to the appellate authorities in case 
service is not provided within the 
timelines defined under PSGA. These 
measures have veritably enhanced 
the transparency and accountability 
in the functioning of government de-
partments besides taking administra-
tion at the doorsteps of the people in 
the UT.

 Plough Symbol To NC

HC Exempts CS, CEO Of 
Ladakh From Personal 
Appearance

M Ahmad

SRINAGAR: The High Court of 
J&K and Ladakh on Wednesday 
exempted Chief Secretary and 
Chief Election Officer of the 
Ladakh from personal appear-
ance in connection with the 
contempt plea filed by National 
Conference regarding allot-
ment of “plough” symbol to the 
grand old party of J&K.

A bench of Justice Sindhu 
Sharma passed the orders on 
an application filed by Chief 
Secretary and the CEO, seeking 
exemption from their personal 
appearance today. They sub-
mitted that the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh has filed an SLP 
(Special Leave Petition) before 
the Supreme Court against the 
judgment and order dated 9 
and 14 August respectively by 
the High Court.

The SLP, they said, was listed 
before the Supreme Court on 
August 22 and has now been 
listed for hearing on August 
25. Therefore, they said, till the 
matter was heard by the top 
court, the proceedings in the 
contempt petition be deferred 
and the duo be exempted from 
personal appearance. “Since the 
Supreme Court is already seized 

of the matter, therefore, respon-
dent Nos. 1 and 2 (CS and CEO) 
are exempted from personal 
appearance till further orders 
from this court,” the court said.

On previous date of the hear-
ing in the contempt plea filed 
by National Conference, the 
court had directed the Chief 
Secretary and the CEO to ap-
pear in person if the plough 
symbol was not allotted to the 
party by today being the last 
date for filing nominations.

As per a notification issued 
by the election department on 
August 5, the election to 26 
seats of the 30-member Lada-
kh Autonomous Hill Develop-
ment Council (LAHDC), Kargil, 
is scheduled for September 10 
and the counting of votes will 
take place four days later.

The Ladakh administra-
tion had approached Division 
Bench of the court on August 
14 against the single bench or-
der of August 9 which directed 
the NC to approach the office of 
the Election Department of the 
Administration of Ladakh for 
notifying the reserved symbol 
(Plough) already allotted to it 
for the polls. The order of the 
single bench was upheld by the 
Division Bench on August 14.

Bidhuri Reviews Progress Of 
Flats For PM Package Employees
Directs Executing Agencies To Strictly Adhere To Timelines

DC Kupwara E-Inaugurates 
Jio Towers In Machill

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: To expedite the 
construction of Transit Ac-
commodation for PM Package 
employees, Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri Wednes-
day convened a meeting to 
review the physical progress 
achieved by executing agencies 
in the construction of flats in 
different districts.

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Commissioners, Re-
lief & Rehabilitation Commis-
sioner, Chief Engineer KPDCL, 
officers of R&B, PHE and JKPCC.

While reviewing the district 
wise progress, Div Com direct-
ed concerned officers to make 
sure that 472 additional flats 
are ready to handover by the 
end of September, 2023.

Around 6000 flats are to be 
constructed of which 650 flats 
have been already  handed over.

Div Com directed concerned 
officers of District Administra-

tion Srinagar and executing 
agency to strictly adhere to 
the timeline for the construc-
tion of 10 blocks consisting 240 
flats at Zewan by utilizing the 
entire machinery so that these 
accommodation flats shall be 
ready to handover by the end 
of November.

Besides, R&B was directed 
to complete the construction 
of about 384 flats in Kulgam 
by June, 2024. JKPCC was in-
structed to complete 96 flats by 
December, 2023 in Kulgam.

Moreover, the officers of line 
departments including PHE & 
KPDCL were directed to restore 
the water and electricity to 
already completed Transit Ac-
commodation blocks.

Div Com instructed DCs 
to appoint Nodal officers to 
oversee the progress and hold 
weekly review to apprise re-
garding the advancements. 
He also asked them to resolve 
the issues of the PM Package 
employees.

Observer News Service

KUPWARA: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara, Ay-
ushi Sudan on Wednesday e-
inaugurated two Jio Towers in 
far flung border block Machill 
of Kupwara district from D.C 
Office, here.

On the occasion, it was 
informed that two mobile 
towers have been installed 
in the Machill block; one at 
main Machill and another at 
Pushwari.

Speaking at the occasion, the 

DC said that it was a long pend-
ing demand of local people of 
Machil block which has been 
fulfilled with much effort by 
the District Administration.

She congratulated the Tower 
Operator and the people of 
Machill for getting the mobile 
connectivity facility.

Ganderbal Sufi Saint’s Urs 
Revived After 3 Decades

Agencies

SRINAGAR: After remaining 
suspended for more than three 
decades, the annual Urs of 
Sufi saint Syed Qamar-ud-Din 
Bukhari will be observed from 
Thursday in this central Kash-
mir’s Ganderbal district.

According to a local news 
agency KNO, before its suspen-
sion in the early ‘90s, the Urs 
would attract hundreds of dev-
otees who would from nook 
and corner of the valley to pay 
obeisance at the shrine.

The organisers said that the 
Urs will start on August 24 
(Thursday) and will culminate 
on August 29, with ‘Shab-o-
Khawani’ and ‘Darood-o-Az-
kaar’ (nightlong prayers) on 
August 28.

“The Urs will formally begin 
today late evening with night-

long prayers,” said a devotee.
In view of the ongoing Urs, 

a funfair has been established 
in the town with a variety of 
food stalls, traditional snack 
stalls including garment stalls 
and entertainment avenues for 
children.

The Urs resumed after a gap 
of three decades with the ef-
forts of Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha and the district 
administration last year, the 
organisers said.

They said authorities have 
made arrangements this year to 
facilitate water transport to revive 
this important aspect of the Urs.

“Three decades ago, the water 
transport from Srinagar through 
Jhelum and Sindh stream would 
enable scores of people who 
would come in 'Dongas' (non-
luxury houseboats) to attend 
the Urs,” they said.

After 6 Unsuccessful Attempts, 
Jammu Youth Cracks JKCSE Exams

Agencies

JAMMU: After six back-to-back 
unsuccessful attempts, Jammu’s 
lad has successfully cracked 
Union Territory’s level Civil Ser-
vices Examination, the results of 
which were declared yesterday.

With persistent hard work 
and determination, Jammu’s 
Rajat Sambyal has achieved 
his dream of becoming a civil 
servant by cracking the presti-
gious Jammu and Kashmir Civil 
Services Examination (JKCSE) 
with 64th rank.

Rajat Sambyal figured in the 
final list of qualifiers, among 218 
aspirants, however, his entry in 
the club remains special due to 
his upright attitude and hand-
work despite countless failures.

“Shoot for landing on the 
moon. Even if you miss, you'll 
be placed in orbit. Then launch 
another landing with more 
strength, fuel, technology, and 
will power. Keep trying for 
Chandrayaan, Aditya L1, etc. for 
the greater good of all. Finally, 
I have cleared JKPSC CSE, 2022 
with rank 64,” Rajat Sambyal 
wrote on micro blogging site X, 
formally known as twitter.

Sambyal got many congratu-
latory messages from senior 
bureaucrats across the country 
including Managing Director 
Jammu Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited, Shiv Anant 
Tayal, Secretary to Government 
Tribal Affairs Department, Dr. 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, JKAS 
Arun Manhas and others.

Gandhi Jayanti Celebrations

CS Directs For Giving Major Facelift To Jammu City
Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta chaired 
a meeting of officers to take 
stock of different works taken 
up under Smart City projects 
and meant to add to the aes-
thetic appeal of the city.

The meeting was attended 
by ACS, Jal Shakti; Principal 
Secretary, PWD; Principal 
Secretary, H&UDD; Com-
missioner Secretary, GAD; 
Divisional Commissioner, 
Jammu; Secretary Tourism; 
Commissioner JMC, Deputy 
Commissioner, Jammu; Ex-
ecutive Director, Mubarak 
Mandi Heritage Society be-
side others.

Dr Mehta observed that 
the face of Jammu should 
undergo a substantial change 
by October 2 (Gandhi Jayanti) 
this year. He emphasised on 
completion of maximum 
possible ongoing projects by 

then. He added that these 
projects would give a mas-
sive facelift to the city and 
would help it  emerge as a 
major tourist destination in 
the country.

The Chief Secretary re-
viewed the pace on differ-
ent projects taken up under 
Smart City Mission. He took 
stock of the progress of work 
and simultaneously passed 
on several directions for early 
completion of each of them.

Regarding the Mubarak 
Mandi, the Chief Secretary 
enjoined upon the officers to 
throw open the completed 
portions of the heritage build-
ings to the public. He asked 
them to start the cultural and 
other folk activities in the com-
plex depicting the rich history 
and traditions of Jammu.

The Chief Secretary also 
asked them to dedicate more 
restored structures to the 
public and enhance the over-

all aura of the complex by 
landscaping of the complex. 
He also asked for completing 
rest of the works by Decem-
ber this year.

The Chief Secretary took 
note of other projects like 
development of intersec-
tions, Apsara Road Gandhi 
Nagar, use of ITMS for regu-
lating traffic, illumination of 
bridges and buildings, devel-
opment of roads and other 
infrastructure besides works 
in and around the city. He re-
called that dozens of projects 
were completed in the past 
couple of years which  along 
with the progressing ones are 
going to make Jammu one of 
the best places in the country.

The Chief Secretary was 
informed that out of the total 
of 124 Smart City works, 80 
stands completed by now. It 
was further given out that the 
work on rest of these projects 
is going on at a satisfactory 

pace and are going to be com-
pleted within the deadlines 
set for them.

Earlier in the morning the 
Chief Secretary visited the 
Tawi banks to take on spot 
assessment of the prestigious 
Tawi Barrage project. He di-
rected for increasing pace 
of work on this project and 
target for pondage of the lake 
before November this year.

He emphasised on complet-
ing other allied projects of 
beautification simultaneously 
to make it a go-to place for the 
visitors coming here. He also 
took e-cycle ride on the newly 
developed cycle track on the 
banks of the river and called 
it good addition to the city in-
frastructure. He observed that 
besides providing leisurely 
experience in an eco-friendly 
atmosphere it would give op-
portunity of improving on 
health of the riders as well.

On the occasion it was re-

vealed that the Tawi River-
front phase-I is going to be 
completed soon  followed 
by Phase-II.  It includes con-
struction of embankments/ 
retaining wall with chan-
nelized section 250m wide 
and for a length of 3.5km on 
both sides. It was given out 
that raising of barrage height 
to achieve adequate water 
height (ponding) at Gujjar 
Nagar bridge is also part of it.

Pertinently, the JSCL is de-
veloping Tawi River front as 
the most important project 
for development of the city. 
The 7 KM long river front is 
proposed to be completed 
in 2 phases. The first phase 
starts from 4th bridge to 
Main  Tawi Bridge and phase 
2 from Main Tawi Bridge to 
Gujjar Nagar Bridge. Path-
ways would be constructed 
on both the sides (banks) of 
the river to provide easy ac-
cess to the public.
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Centre's Reply Sought On 
Decriminalising Consensual 
Sex Between 16-18 Age

Agenceis

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
Friday sought a response from the 
Centre on a PIL seeking a direction 
to decriminalise the law on statuto-
ry rape often invoked against 16- to 
18-year-old adolescents for indulg-
ing in consensual sex.

A bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice D Y Chandrachud and justices 
J B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra 
took note of the PIL filed by lawyer 
Harsh Vibhore Singhal in his per-
sonal capacity.

The bench has issued notices 
to Union ministries of law and 
justice and the home affairs and 
some other statutory bodies in-
cluding the National Commission 
for Women.

The PIL challenges the legality 
of statutory rape laws that crimi-
nalise consensual sex between 
adolescents who are above 16 years 
and below 18 years of age on the 

ground that their consent to such 
acts are statutorily invalid.

"Pass a writ of mandamus un-
der Article 32 or any other direc-
tion in the nature of writ and 
exercise its powers under 142 to 
decriminalise the law of statutory 
rape as applied to all cases of vol-
untary consensual sexual contact 
between any 16+ to <18 adoles-
cent with another similar age ado-
lescent and with >18 adult...," the 
plea said.

It said such adolescents possess 
"physiological, biological, psy-
chological and social capacities, 
competence to assimilate and 
evaluate information to under-
stand and comprehend risks, free-
dom to make informed choices to 
convey affirmative decisions or 
otherwise, and have the agency 
and decisional/bodily autonomy 
to fearlessly, freely and voluntari-
ly do what they wish to do with 
their bodies."

India Closes In On Moon 
Landing As Russia Also 
Races To Lunar South Pole
Agenceis

India’s space agency on Friday 
released images of the moon 
taken from its Chandrayaan-3 
spacecraft as it approaches the 
lunar south pole, a previously 
unexplored region thought to 
contain water ice where Russia 
is trying to land first.

The video, taken on Thurs-
day just after the separation 
of the rocket’s lander from the 
propulsion module, showed a 
close-up of craters as Earth’s 
only natural satellite spun 
around.

“The Lander Module (LM) 
health is normal. LM success-
fully underwent a deboosting 
operation that reduced its or-
bit to 113 km x 157 km,” the In-
dian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) tweeted later.

The Indian space agency 
launched the rocket carrying 
the spacecraft on July 14, blast-
ing off from the country’s main 
spaceport in the southern state 
of Andhra Pradesh. The lander 
is scheduled to attempt a 
touchdown on Aug 23.

Russia launched its first 
moon-landing spacecraft in 
47 years on Aug 11, taking a 
more direct course to reach 
the moon’s south pole where 
scientists have detected water 
ice that could be used for fuel, 
oxygen and drinking water for 
future moon missions or a lu-
nar colony.

Russia’s moon mission is on 
track to land the Luna-25 on 
Aug 21, two days before India’s 
spacecraft.

Rough terrain is expected 
to complicate a landing on 

the lunar south pole. A previ-
ous mission by India’s space 
agency, the Chandrayaan-2, 
crashed in 2019 near where the 
Chandrayaan-3 will attempt a 
touchdown.

Chandrayaan, which means 
“moon vehicle” in Sanskrit, 
includes a 2-metre-(6.6-foot)-
tall lander designed to deploy a 
rover expected to remain func-
tional for two weeks running a 
series of experiments.

Both India and Russia have 
national interests in successful 
landings and in claiming the 
historic first at stake.

For Russia, the moonshot, 
which has been planned for 
decades, will test the nation’s 
growing independence in 
space after its 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine severed nearly all 
of its space ties with the West.

Russia’s space agency Ros-
cosmos has said the Luna-25 

mission would spend 5-7 days 
in lunar orbit before descend-
ing to one of three possible 
landing sites near the pole.

For India, a successful moon 
landing would mark its emer-
gence as a space power at a 
time when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government 
is looking to spur investment 
in private space launches and 
related satellite-based busi-
nesses.

Since 2020, when India 
opened to private launches, 
the number of space startups 
has more than doubled. Late 
last year, Skyroot Aerospace, 
whose investors include Sin-
gapore’s sovereign wealth fund 
GIC, launched India’s first pri-
vately built rocket.

Indian officials have pri-
vately played down the race 
with Russia to land first, saying 
there was no competition.

Japanese Turn To Wearable 
Tech To Beat The Heat
Agenceis

TOKYO: Selling jackets with built-
in fans, neck coolers and T-shirts 
that feel cold, Japanese firms are 
tapping into a growing market for 
products to help people handle 
the summer heat.

Japan — like other countries 
— is seeing ever-hotter sum-
mers. This July was the warm-
est in 100 years, with at least 53 
people dying of heatstroke and 
almost 50,000 needing emer-
gency medical attention.

Workman, which makes 
clothes for construction workers, 
launched a version of their fan-
fitted jackets adapted for the high 
street in 2020 as demand grew.

The mechanism is simple — two 
electric, palm-sized fans powered 
by a rechargeable battery are fitted 
into the back of the jacket.

They draw in air to then deliv-
er a breeze — at variable speeds 
— onto the wearer’s body.

The jackets retail for 12,000 to 
24,000 yen ($82-164).

“As the weather gets hotter, 
people who have never worn 
fan-equipped clothing before 
want to find ways to cool down... 
so more people are interested in 
buying it,” Workman spokesman 
Yuya Suzuki said.

“Just like you feel cool when 
you are at home with a fan, you 
feel cool just by wearing (the 
jacket) because the wind is 
blowing through your body all 
the time,” he said.

Japanese summers are known 
to be hot and humid, but this 
July Tokyo really sweated.

The average temperature was 
28.7 Celsius, the highest on re-
cord since 1875.

Heatstroke is particularly 
deadly in Japan, which has the 
second-oldest population in 
the world after Monaco. More 

than 80 per cent of heat-related 
deaths in the past five years have 
been among senior citizens.

“Some people die from heat-
stroke,” said Nozomi Takai of 
MI Creations, a company selling 
neck-cooling tubes mainly to 
factory and warehouse workers. 
“Individuals as well as compa-
nies are putting more and more 
effort into measures against it 
every year,” Takai said.

The gel inside his firm’s bright-
ly coloured tubes — priced at 
2,500 yen — is cool enough to use 
after 20 minutes in the fridge.

Wearing it on the neck will 
“considerably cool the whole 
body” for about an hour, she said. 
Takai’s company joined an expo 
this year on “measures against ex-
treme heat” in Tokyo to showcase 
new products that help users stay 
cool in the scorching heat.

At another booth, Tokyo-
based company Liberta had a 
series of clothing including T-
shirts and arm sleeves using 
prints that make users feel cool 
— especially when they sweat.

The prints use materials such as 
xylitol that feel cool when reacting 
with water and sweat, they said.

Chikuma, an Osaka-based 
company, has even created office 
jackets and dresses equipped 
with electric fans.

“We developed them with the 
idea that it could be proposed in 
places where casual wear is not 
allowed,” Yosuke Yamanaka of 
Chikuma said.

Regular fan-fitted clothes can 
make the wearer look puffy, as they 
need to be zipped up, and cuffs are 
tight. But jackets developed jointly 
by Chikuma, power tool maker 
Makita and textile giant Teijin do not 
need to be buttoned up, thanks to a 
special structure that sandwiches 
the fans in two layers and keeps the 
cool air in, Yamanaka said.

India Beat Ireland, 
Take 2-0 Series Lead

Press Trust of India

DUBLIN: Indian batsmen and 
bowlers were immense in their 
roles while giving their team a 
33-run win in the second T20I 
and an inviolable 2-0 series lead 
over Ireland here on Sunday.

Once India erected a strong 
185 for 5 after being asked to 
bat first, Ireland felt the heat 
while chasing and they were 
restricted to 152 for 8 despite a 
51-ball-72 by Andrew Balbirnie. 
India had won the rain-marred 
first T20I by two runs under 
the DLS method. Fine hands 
by Gaikwad (58, 43 balls, 6x4, 
1x6), Sanju Samson (40, 26 
balls, 5x4 1x6) and Rinku Singh 
(38, 21 balls, 2x4, 3x6) moulded 
India's charge with the bat.

But on a true pitch, Indian 
bowlers had to back their 
batsmen and they produced a 
superb collective spell under 

captain Jasprit Bumrah, Prasidh 
Krishna and Ravi Bishnoi, who 
grabbed six wickets between 
them.

Prasidh continued his im-
pressive return to top of the 
shelf cricket as the pacer packed 
off Irish captain Paul Stirling and 
Lorcan Tucker in his first over to 
reduce the hosts to 19 for 2.

Leg-spinner Bishnoi castled 
Harry Tector with a googly, 
restricting Ireland to 31 for 3 
in the Power Play segment. 
Ireland's progress was made all 
the more difficult by the ever-
climbing asking rate that often 
hovered around 12 and above. 
But true to the Irish legacy, they 
fought bravely.

Balbirnie was at the front 
of that mini fightback, mak-
ing a strident fifty (71, 52 balls, 
5x4, 4x6), before perishing to 
Arshdeep Singh. His dismissal 
ended Ireland's faint hopes for 

a win and Mark Adair's 15-ball 
23providing a mere artificial 
excitement.

However, before the bowl-
ers took over, India ruled the 
field through their batsmen. 
The visitors gained momentum 
through Samson and Gaikwad 
for the third wicket. They 
milked 71 runs between them 
to carry India past the 100-run 
mark in the 12th over.

Samson, who has triggered 
selection discussions ahead of 
India's squad announcement 
for Asia Cup 2023 on Monday, 
played a nice, little innings of 
40 off 26 balls that contained 
five fours and a six.

At 105 for 3 in the 13th over, 
India had a good launchpad to 
get to a sizable total. Gaikwad 
kept his end going steadily. The 
right-hander reached his fifty, 
second in T20Is, with a power-
ful pull off White.

Downtown Heroes 
Lose 3-1 In Durand Cup
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Downtown Heroes 
FC’s campaign in the 132nd 
edition of Durand Cup ended 
on Sunday as the club suf-
fered a 3-1 loss at the hands 
of Northeast United FC in 
Guwahati, Assam.

Downtown Heores had tak-
en an early lead in the 9th min-
ute through Parvaj. The Hilal 
Rasool Parray-led side did well 
to keep the scores 1-0 at half 
time, but Northeast United 
came flying in the second half.

NEUFC equalised in the 48th 
minute, before taking the lead 
in 51st minute and then seal-
ing the match in the 78th 
minute.

The defeat was the third 
consecutive loss for the 
Downtown, Srinagar-based 
football club, meaning their 
exit from the competition.

The Heroes released a late 
night statement, celebrat-
ing the team’s performance 
is Asia’s oldest football 
competition.

“Downtown Heroes FC ex-
tends heartfelt gratitude to 
our dedicated fans, supporters, 
and sponsors who stood by us 
throughout the tournament. 
Your unwavering support and 
enthusiastic cheers propelled 
us forward, and we are im-
mensely grateful for your pres-
ence on this thrilling journey,” 
the statement said.

Spain Beat  
England In Women's 
World Cup Final
Agencies

SYDNEY: Spain defeated 
England 1-0 in the Women's 
World Cup final on Sunday, 
capping off a tournament 
that has broken attendance 
and TV records and raised 
hopes of a surge in inter-
est for the women's game. 
Co-hosted by Australia and 
New Zealand, the ninth 
edition of the global show-
piece event was the first 
to be held in the southern 
hemisphere.

While local interest 
ebbed when Australia ex-
ited in the semi-finals, just 
shy of two million fans will 
have passed through the 
gates in nine host cities af-
ter Sunday's final crowd of 
75,784 is added to the tally. 
An Olga Carmona goal was 
the difference between the 
two sides in a pulsating 
game that saw Spain create 
the majority of the clear-cut 
chances.

"We suffered, it was a dif-
ficult match (but) we always 
thought we were going to 
make it," Carmona, who was 
also named player of the 
match, told Spanish state 
broadcaster TVE.

La Roja were rocked by 
a locker room dispute be-
tween the squad and coach 
Jorge Vilda and the Spanish 
football federation, with 
some of their best players 
absent from the tournament 

as a result.
But despite a shock 4-0 

loss to Japan in the group 
stage, the team has shone 
throughout the tournament 
with their brand of attrac-
tive, attacking football. "I 
can't imagine how much 
excitement there will be in 
Spain," Vilda told TVE.

"We are going to celebrate 
here and we don't know 
when it will end."

FESTIVAL ATMOSPHERE

Thousands of fans milled 
around Stadium Australia in 
Sydney hours before kick-off 
on Sunday, with troupes of 
drummers and stilt walk-
ers creating a festival atmo-
sphere. England and Spain 
were both making their first 
appearance at a Women's 
World Cup final, while 
England's wait for a first tro-
phy since the men's tourna-
ment in 1966 goes on.

Women were banned 
from official facilities in 
England, the home of the 
game, until 1970 and have 
long lagged the men's team 
in interest and funding, al-
though that began to change 
after the Lionesses won the 
European Championship 
last year. England captain 
Millie Bright told report-
ers after the final whistle 
she was proud of the prog-
ress the women's game had 
made.

AI More Likely To 
Help Workers Than 
Take Their Jobs: UN

Agenceis

Artificial intelligence (AI) prob-
ably won't take over most peo-
ple's jobs, but it will help auto-
mate certain duties, according 
to a United Nations study re-
leased on Monday.

Generative AI is capable 
of producing text, images, 
sounds, animation, 3D models 
and other data, which can po-
tentially be used to complete 
or augment certain tasks.

"Most jobs and industries are 
only partially exposed to auto-
mation and are thus more likely 

to be complemented rather 
than substituted by AI," the re-
port by the UN's International 
Labor Organization (ILO) said.

This means that "the most 
important impact of the tech-
nology is likely to be of aug-
menting work," it continued.

The ILO calculated that 5.5% 
of jobs in high-income coun-
tries are potentially exposed 
to automation by generative 
AI, compared to 0.4% of jobs in 
low-income countries.

Clerical work most under 
threat

Nevertheless, the report 

found that clerical work was 
most at risk of being impacted 
by generative AI.

A quarter of tasks in clerical 
roles are highly exposed to po-
tential automation, according 
to the ILO.

This would particularly 
impact women, especially in 
wealthier countries.

"Therefore, for policymak-
ers, our study should not read 
as a calming voice, but rather 
as a call for harnessing policy 
to address the technological 
changes that are upon us," the 
ILO said.

Delhi High Court Orders "End-Of-Life" 
Vehicles' Release On This Condition
Agenceis

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court on Tuesday directed the 
release of several seized "end-
of-life" vehicles on an undertak-
ing by the owners to either per-
manently park them in private 
spaces or remove them from the 
city limits.

Justice Prateek Jalan was 
dealing with a batch of petitions 
against the seizure of cars by au-
thorities for being in violation of 
judicial orders banning the use 
of petrol and diesel vehicles that 
are over 15 years and 10 years of 
age, respectively.

The court asked the Delhi 
government to frame a policy 
on dealing with such vehicles 
when owners are willing to as-
sure that they would not be 
used here and give "due public-
ity" to the same.

It observed that the inten-
tion behind the policy was not 
to scrap the cars but ensure that 
the national capital is pollution 
free, and a balance has to be 
maintained between the right 
to use one's property and envi-
ronmental interests.

"I am of the view that the 
petitioners' grievances can be 
balanced with the implementa-
tion of the orders of the NGT and 
Supreme Court by directing the 
release of the vehicles to own-
ers subject to an undertaking to 
remove the vehicle from the ter-
ritory of NCT of Delhi and not to 
ply/park them in public spaces 
within the NCT of Delhi," the 
court ordered.

"For parked cars, the petition-
ers will file an undertaking that 
they will not be plied or parked 

in public space. Petitioners will 
provide evidence of private 
space either owned or leased," 
stated the court, adding that the 
enforcement officer concerned 
would facilitate the release of 
the vehicles of the petitioners 
from the scrapping agency.

The court clarified that the 
undertaking to the transport de-
partment would state that the 
vehicles shall be towed or trans-
ported to the border of the NCT 
of Delhi for its removal, and that 
when the vehicle is registered in 
Delhi, the petitioner may apply 
for NOC for transfer of vehicles 
outside Delhi. Any breach of 
the undertaking by the owners 
would invite action from court, 
Justice Jalan said.

One of the petitioners argued 
that her vehicle, which has 
"deep sentimental value", was 
unauthorisedly and without 
the issuance of any prior notice 

seized by the authorities earlier 
this year when it was merely 
parked outside her house.

The petitioner, represented 
by advocate Piyush Sharma 
and Aditya N Prasad, informed 
that she was not plying the car 
which purchased in the year 
2000 and intended to convert it 
into an electric vehicle.

Similarly, another petitioner 
challenged the seizure of his 
12-year-old diesel car which was 
"only parked for the purposes of 
denting, painting and other mis-
cellaneous electrical work which 
was imperative in order to dis-
pose of the car in another state".

The petitioner, represented by 
advocate Sahil Mongia, said that 
no law prohibits the mere keep-
ing of old diesel vehicles and no 
prior notice was given to him 
before the vehicle was taken 
into possession.

Meanwhile, Delhi Transport 

Minister Kailash Gahlot had on 
Monday directed the depart-
ment secretary-cum-commis-
sioner to stop seizing parked ve-
hicles that have completed their 
stipulated life on the road.

Owners of such vehicles are 
fined if these are found plying 
on the roads. The minister said 
in a note that it is "unfortunate" 
that the transport department is 
continuing its drive to seize old 
vehicles, even if found parked 
on the road, and sending those 
for scrapping.

He cited "serious concerns" 
raised by the Delhi High Court 
in the matter while hearing 
petitions of people whose ve-
hicles were seized by enforce-
ment teams of the transport 
department.

Gahlot cited an office memo 
issued by the department dated 
June 27, saying the drive was not 
approved by the government.

India To Play England In 
World Cup Warm-Ups

Srinagar Premier League: 
Police, Bank Register Wins

Elections Of J&K Cycle 
Polo Association Held

Second  Praggnanandhaa, 
Carlsen Game Ends In Draw

CHESS WORLD CUP FINAL

Press Trust of India

BAKU: In an anticlimax of 
sorts, the second game of the 
Chess World Cup final be-
tween Indian teen sensation R 
Praggnanandhaa and Magnus 
Carlsen failed to throw a win-
ner, as it ended in a draw after 
30 moves here on Wednesday.

The two players settled for a 
quiet draw in the second clas-
sical game after one-and-a-
half hours of play.

The champion will be de-
cided via two tie-breaks on 
Thursday.

Five-time world champion 
Carlsen played a solid game 
with white pieces against Prag-
gnanandhaa. The Indian did 
not face any trouble with black 

pieces, with the players agree-
ing to a draw after 30 moves in 
an equal Bishop ending.

Praggnanandhaa was ahead 
on time at the start of the con-
test, but was unable to press 
home the advantage. He him-
self came under time by the 
end of the contest.

The first game on Tuesday 
had ended in a stalemate after 
over four hours of play and 70-

plus moves, following which 
Carlsen said he was a bit under 
the weather.

Speaking after the game, 
Praggnanandhaa said, ''I didn't 
really think that he would go 
for a quick draw today, but I 
realised when he went for this 
line that he wanted to make a 
draw; I was also fine with that.

''I also feel exhausted, as 
I said in the previous inter-
views. Now I can just give ev-
erything tomorrow and relax 
after that.''

The 18-year-old Prag-
gnanandhaa has been enjoy-
ing an incredible run in the 
tournament, having already 
beaten world No.2 Hikaru 
Nakamura and world No.3 Fa-
biano Caruana to set up a final 

date against the Norwegian 
Grandmaster.

The results in the ongoing 
tournament also helped Prag-
gnanandhaa qualify for Candi-
dates 2024 tournament, which 
will be held in Canada. Prag-
gnanandhaa, thus, became the 
third youngest player after the 
legendary Bobby Fischer and 
Carlsen to qualify for the Can-
didates tournament.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two Round 11 
matches of the 2023 Srinagar 
Premier League were played 
on Wednesday.

In the first game, SCFA Sri-
nagar took on JK Police XI at 
Baskshi Stadium. The 5:00 pm 
kick off between the young 
prospects of the Sports Council 
Academy and the experienced 
professionals of J&K Police was 
expected to be a thrilling contest.

However, the SCFA boys proved 
no match as J&K Police raced to 
a 3-0 lead at half time, with two 
goals from Aamir and one by Faisal.

The second half started on 
a similar note as Aaamir con-
verted from the penalty spot to 
complete his hat trick. Salman 
Hassan added another to make 
it 5-0 in favour of J&K Police.

The second match of the day 
saw JK United FC take on J&K 
Bank FC at Synthetic Turf TRC.

Prem gave J&K Bank the lead 
in 13th minute, before star for-
ward Aakif Reshi made it 2-0 in 
the 17th minute. JK United’s Au-
baid scored an own goal to give 
J&K Bank a 3-0 lead at half time.

Aakif made it 4-0 early on 
in the second half, while Prem 
scored the fifth goal of the game.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The General Elec-
tion of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Cycle Polo Association was 
held on Wednesday at Indoor 
Sports Complex here. All the 
executive members, office 
bearers, affiliated district as-
sociations and outstanding 
sportspersons of Cycle Polo 
Association attended the elec-
tion process. Elections were 
conducted under the supervi-
sion of Musbat Ismail, Return-

ing Officer/Election Incharge 
(J&K Sports Council).

Following officials were elect-
ed for the tenure of four years as 
on 23-08-2023: Vilayat Hussain 
was elected as President while 
as Parveen Singh elected as Vice 
President (Jammu). Mukhtar 
Ahmad Bhat as Vice President 
(Kashmir), Sheikh Zulfikar as 
General Secretary, Bilkees Fati-
ma as Treasurer, Mansi Bhatt 
as Joint Secretary (Jammu) and 
Gulshan Maqbool as Joint Secre-
tary (Kashmir).

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: India will play two of-
ficial warm-up matches against 
England and the Netherlands, 
ahead of their ODI World Cup 
opener against Australia, the ICC 
said on Wednesday.

The two-time winners India 
will face defending champion 
England in the first warm-up 
game on September 30 at the 
Barsapara Cricket Stadium in 
Guwahati, after which they 
will travel to Thiruvanantha-
puram to face the Netherlands 
on October 3.

A total of three venues -- Gu-
wahati, Thiruvananthapuram 
and Hyderabad -- will host the 
official warm-up matches for all 
the 10 teams before the World 
Cup opener in Ahmedabad on 
October 5 between New Zealand 
and England.

''The 10 teams will each play 
two official 50-over contests 
during the week leading up to 
the start of the World Cup on 
October 5, with matches to be 
held in three different cities 
across India,'' the ICC said in a 
release.

''The matches will be held 
in Guwahati, Hyderabad and 
Thiruvananthapuram between 
Friday 29 September and Tues-
day 3 October and will provide 
teams with the perfect opportu-
nity to acclimatise to the condi-
tions they are expected to face 
during the World Cup.''

All matches in the warm-up 
round will start in the afternoon.

''All games will commence at 
2:00pm IST and teams will be 
allowed to field all members of 
their 15-player squads during 

the matches," the ICC said.

Schedule: September 29: 
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka (Guwa-
hati), South Africa vs Afghani-
stan, (Thiruvananthapuram) and 
New Zealand vs Pakistan (Hy-
derabad). September 30: India 
vs England (Guwahati), Austra-
lia vs Netherlands (Thiruvanan-
thapuram). October 2: England 
vs Bangladesh (Guwahati), New 
Zealand vs South Africa (Thiru-
vananthapuram). October 3: In-
dia vs Netherlands (Thiruvana-
nthapuram), Afghanistan vs Sri 
Lanka (Guwahati), Pakistan vs 
Australia (Hyderabad).

BCCI Announces BookMyShow 
As Ticketing Platform For 
World Cup

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) on 
Wednesday announced Book-
MyShow as the ticketing 
platform for the prestigious 
ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 
2023.

With the tournament's com-
mencement scheduled for Sep-
tember 29 with the warm-up 
fixtures, the cricket extravagan-
za will extend till November 19, 
providing fans with a chance to 
witness their cricketing heroes 
in action.


