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S H O R T  T A K E S

Militant Associate 
Detained Under PSA

A militant associate was 
detained on Thursday under 
the stringent Public Safety 

Act (PSA) in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kishtwar district, police said.
The detained associate, Abdul Karim 
Butt, is the brother of hardcore 
A++ category militant and Hizbul 
Mujahideen commander Jahangir 
Saroori, they said.
Police said Butt was put behind bars 
in order to safeguard public peace 
and national security.
Kishtwar Senior Superintendent of 
Police Khalil Poswal said More on P10

Soldier Among Two 
Fear Drowned

An army man was among 
two feared drowned after 
they slipped and fell into 

the Chenab River in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Doda district on 
Thursday, officials sources said.
Rohit Singh, 25, an army man, and 
24-year old Sunil Kumar slipped into 
river when they were washing hands 
after cremating a relative in Durga 
Nagar area, they said.
SSP Doda Abdul Qayoom said police 
rushed to spot and along with locals 
and teams of SDRF launched a 
rescue operation which is still on.

SIA Conducts  
Raids In Poonch

The State Investigation 
Agency (SIA) on Thursday 
conducted raids at two 

places in connection with a narco-
terrorism case in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Poonch district, official 
sources said. The raids were 
conducted in Gursia and Balakote 
areas of the district, they said.
According to officials, the case 
relates to notorious drug peddler 
Rafiq Lala, who was arrested under 
the Public Safety Act (PSA) early this 
year. The SIA had taken his remand 
on July 1 for questioning More on 

Govt Official  
Lands In ACB Net

The anti-corruption bureau 
(ACB) on Thursday nabbed 
a government official for 

accepting bribe from a man for 
listing his case sooner at the 
court of Tehsildar in Khag area 
of Central Kashmir’s Budgam 
district. The anti-graft body 
received a written complaint 
from a man alleging that Senior 
Assistant/ In-Charge Nazir Tehsil 
Office Khag, Fayaz Ahmad Shora, 
was demanding a bribe for listing 
his case of property dispute sooner 
in the court More on P10

Missing Soldier 
Recovered: Police

An Army jawan who was 
reported missing from 
Kulgam district of Jammu 

and Kashmir last week has 
been recovered, police said on 
Thursday. Javaid Ahmad Wani, 
posted in Ladakh, went missing on 
Saturday from his native Kulgam 
district while he was on leave.
“Missing Army jawan has been 
recovered by Kulgam Police. Joint 
interrogation will start shortly after 
medical checkup. Further details 
shall follow,” Additional Director 
General of Police More on P10

TERRORISTS 
FIRED UPON THREE 

OUTSIDE LABOURERS IN SHOPIAN. 

Cabinet Secy Rajiv Gauba 
Gets 1-Yr Extension

The Centre on Thursday relaxed 
key rules to give a one-year 
extension to Cabinet Secretary 

Rajiv Gauba beyond August 30, 2023, 
according to a Personnel Ministry 
order. With the completion of this 
third extension, he will become the 
longest serving cabinet secretary 
of the country. Till now, B D Pande 
had been the longest serving cabinet 
secretary from November 2, 1972, 
to March 31, 1977. Gauba, a former 
Union home secretary, was in 2019 
appointed to the country’s top 
bureaucratic post for More on P10

Is Art-370 Being Equated To Basic 
Structure Of Constitution, Asks SC
‘Is There No Mechanism To Abrogate Article 370 Even When Everyone In J&K Wants It?’

PDP Plans Rally  
On 4th Year Of  
Art-370 Abrogation

US Backs Direct 
Dialogue Between 
India, Pak
Press Trust Of India

Washington: The US supports 
direct dialogue between India 
and Pakistan on issues of con-
cern, a senior Biden adminis-
tration official has said.

There has been continued 
strain in ties between India 
and Pakistan on a number of 
issues including Islamabad's 
continued support to cross-
border terrorism and the 
Kashmir issue.

India has been maintaining 
that it desires normal neigh-
bourly relations with Pakistan 
while insisting that the onus 
is on Islamabad to create an 
environment that is free of 
terror and hostility for such an 
engagement. India has also as-
serted More on P10

India Snubs Pakistan

Talks Only After 
Normal Ties: MEA
AGENCEIS

New Delhi: India on Thursday said 
an environment free of terror and 
hostilities is imperative for nor-
mal ties with Pakistan, days after 
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif expressed his willingness to 
hold talks with New Delhi.

External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi 
said India wants normal ties with 
all neighbouring countries in-
cluding Pakistan and it is incum-
bent upon that country to create 
the environment.

He was responding to queries 
relating to comments by Sharif.

"We want normal ties with all 
the neighbouring countries includ-
ing Pakistan, but for that an envi-
ronment free of terror and hostili-
ties is imperative," he said. (PTI)

‘Terror Funding’ Case

HC To Hear NIA Plea To 
Virtually Produce Yasin Malik

J&K Chose India Because 
Of Gandhi: Farooq

Affidavit Attested By Notary  
Valid In Court Proceedings: HC
Advocates Need For Vesting In-charge Of Jails With Powers Of Oath Commissioners

Prescription Mandatory To 
Buy Psychotropic Drugs
Chemists Ordered To Install CCTV Cameras 
To Keep Tab On Sale Of Narcotic Drugs

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Is there no mecha-
nism to abrogate Article 370 
even when the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir want it, 
the Supreme Court asked on 
Thursday and wondered if the 
now repealed provision can't 
be touched will it not amount 
to creating a "new category" be-
yond the basic structure of the 
Constitution.

Hearing for the second day 
a clutch of petitions challeng-
ing the Centre's 2019 decision 
to abrogate Article 370 of the 
Constitution that accorded 
special status to Jammu and 
Kashmir, a five-judge consti-
tution bench headed by Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud want-
ed to know how the provision 
could be revoked in the absence 
of a constituent assembly.

The bench, also comprising 
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 

Sanjiv Khanna, BR Gavai and 
Surya Kant, told senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appearing for 
National Conference leader 
Mohd Akbar Lone, there are only 
two highly debatable issues -- 
whether Article 370 acquired a 
permanent status with the ces-
sation of the constituent assem-
bly of Jammu and Kashmir and 
whether the procedure adopted 

for its abrogation was valid.
Sibal submitted there was 

an understanding between the 
Constitution framers and then 
Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir 
Hari Singh who, while in favour 
of independence of his state, 
signed the instrument of acces-
sion to India due to the trouble 
caused by Pakistani infiltrators, 
under which Article 370 was 

inserted and no process can now 
be followed to abrogate it.

"The Constitution is a live 
document and it is not static. 
Can you say that there is no 
mechanism to change it (Article 
370) even when everyone wants 
to change it? Then you are say-
ing that this can't be changed 
even if all of Kashmir wants it," 
Justice Kaul told Sibal.

Supplementing the views of 
Justice Kaul, the CJI asked Sibal, 
can Parliament, having powers 
under Article 368 to amend the 

Constitution, not change or ab-
rogate Article 370.

"You are saying that there is 
a provision of the Constitution 
which lies even beyond the 
amending powers of the 
Constitution. So, if we accept 
your submission, we will 
be creating a new category 
apart from the basic structure 
of the Constitution," Justice 
Chandrachud said.

Article 368 says, Power 
of Parliament to amend the 
Constitution and Procedure 
therefor: (1) Notwithstanding 
anything in this Constitution, 
Parliament may in exercise of its 
constituent power amend by way 
of addition, variation or repeal 
any provision of this Constitution 
in accordance with the proce-
dure laid down in this article.

In the landmark Kesavananda 
Bharati verdict of 1973, the top 
court had propounded the basic 
structure More on P10

The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) on Thursday said it plans to hold a public rally on August 5 on the fourth anniversary of the abrogation of 
Article 370, and invited "like-minded" parties to join. Speaking to reporters at the party headquarters here, PDP leader Mohammad Iqbal Tramboo 
said the BJP has announced to organise a marathon here to celebrate the abrogation of Article 370, for which the district administration has given 

them permission. "The PDP plans to hold a public programme on Saturday, August 5, 2023, at Sher-e-Kashmir Park More on P10

‘No Double Standards’

A Terrorist Has 
To Be Called A 
Terrorist: LG

Pays Obeisance At  
Damdama Sahib Gurdwara

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha today paid obei-
sance at Damdama Sahib Gurdwara and dedicat-
ed the newly rebuilt complex to the devotees. The 

sacred Gurdwara was in dilapidated condition and it 
was undertaken for reconstruction by Srinagar Smart 
City Limited in consultation with the management 
committee. “Reconstruction of More on P10

Says Time Ripe For 
Holding Panchayat 
Polls In J&K

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Thursday said that double 
standards won’t do and that 
a terrorist has to be called a 
terrorist come what may.

He also said time is ripe 
for holding Panchayat elec-
tions in J&K.

Addressing a gathering at 
HMT on the city outskirts after 
inaugurating a series of proj-
ects, the LG said that terrorism 
has ruined J&K in the past.

“Some people admit 
that terrorism, violence 
and separatism destroyed 
Kashmir’s economy and left 
the common man handi-
capped. They still hesitate 
to call a terrorist a terrorist. 
These are the people who 
created an atmosphere of 
terror in J&K,” Sinha said.

“Double standards won’t 
do. A terrorist More on P10

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court on Thursday listed for 
hearing on August 7 a plea for 
virtual production of separat-
ist leader Yasin Malik from jail 
in connection with the NIA's 
plea seeking death penalty for 
him in a militant funding case.

The application by the 
jail superintendent was ad-
journed after a bench of 
Justices Siddharth Mridul 
and Anish Dayal, which was 
scheduled to hear the request, 
did not assemble.

The high court had on May 
29 issued warrants for pro-
duction of Malik, who is pres-
ently serving life term in the 
case in Tihar Jail, on August 
9 when the NIA's plea for 
enhancement of sentence is 
listed for hearing.

In the application seeking 
modification of the order, the 
jail authorities said Malik was 
a "very high risk prisoner" 
and it was imperative to not 

physically produce him in 
court to maintain public order 
and safety.

It also said that as per an 
order passed by the Home 
Ministry, Malik cannot be 
"moved from Tihar Jail" and 
shall not be taken out of juris-
diction of the national capital.

"Respondent/Convict Yasin 
Malik has been lodged in 
Tihar Jail, New Delhi under 
the category of very high 
risk prisoners and thus, the 
present application is in rela-
tion to a heavy security issue. 
Therefore, it is imperative 
that the respondent/convict 
Yasin Malik is not physically 
produced before this Hon'ble 
Court in order to maintain 
public order and safety," the 
application said.

Recently, the jailed sepa-
ratist leader arrived in the 
Supreme Court in connec-
tion with a kidnapping case 
against him, prompting the 
Solicitor General of India 
Tushar Mehta More on P10

M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh has held that an 
affidavit attested by a Notary 
Public can be relied upon in 
proceedings before it.

A bench of Justice 
Sanjay Dhar also un-
derscored need for 
vesting incharge 
of the jails with 
powers of Oath 
Commissioners by 
the High Court so that 
the affidavits which are 
intended to be used by the 
prisoners before the Courts are 
attested by the officers.

“An affidavit intended for 
use in the High Court may 
be sworn before any Court or 

Magistrate, a Notary, an Oath 
Commissioner appointed by 
the High Court, or any oth-
er officer appointed by any 
other Court which the State 
Government has generally or 

specifically empowered 
in this behalf,” a bench 

of Justice Sanjay 
Dhar said while 
hearing a petition 
in which prelimi-
nary objection was 
raised with regard 

to maintainability 
of the petition on the 

ground that the affidavit of 
the petitioner in support of 
the writ petition has not been 
attested and sworn in accor-
dance with the law, inasmuch 
as the affidavit  More on P10

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir stayed with India be-
cause Mahatma Gandhi said it 
was a country for all, National 
Conference president Farooq 
Abdullah said on Thursday as 
he, joined by several other op-
position leaders, demanded 
early holding of assembly elec-
tions in the Union territory.

At an event held in the na-
tional capital on the situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir, the vet-
eran leader stressed that Article 
370 was a temporary article 
because a plebiscite was sup-
posed to happen in Jammu and 
Kashmir, which was never held.

The event was attended 
by Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury, former 

Jammu and Kashmir MLA Yusuf 
Tarigami, Kargil politician 
Sajjad Hussain Kargili, DMK MP 
Kanimozhi, NCP's Supriya Sule, 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
and RJD MP Manoj Jha, who en-
dorsed the demand for polls to 
be held at the earliest.

Last assembly elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir were held 
in November-December 2014, 
when the More on P10

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Taking strong note 
of unlawful sale and misuse 
of H and H1 sedatives in the 
Valley, the Department of 
Drug and Food Control J&K 
has issued an order asking all 
the chemists not to sell psy-
chotropic drugs without valid 
prescription from qualified 
doctors.

The department has also 
asked the chemists to install 
CCTV cameras in their es-
tablishments and keep a tab 
on the sale of psychotropic 
drugs, especially minors.

The decision, official sourc-
es said, was taken as part of 
the ongoing drive against 

illegal sale and misuse of psy-
chotropic drugs in the Valley, 
including Srinagar.

The authorities have asked 
all medical shop owners 
(chemists) not to sell medi-
cines or syringes to children 
without a valid prescrip-
tion from qualified doctors. 
Officials said the decision to 
install CCTV cameras is aimed 
at nabbing the chemist in-
dulging in the illegal activity.

Confirming the develop-
ment, State Drug Controller, 
Dr Lotika Khajuria told 
Kashmir Observer that the 
move is aimed at containing 
rampant drug abuse in the 
Union Territory.

She said More on P10

THE SYSTEM WAS SET UP FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN J&K to ensure governance at the 
grassroots level. I believe time has come 

when we should have Panchayat polls so that 
people reap the benefits of governance at their 
door steps right at their door steps once again.”

YOU CAN'T 
INTRODUCE A BILL IN 
PARLIAMENT AT 11 AM 
and pass a resolution 
without anyone 
knowing about it."

CJ Orders Disposal 
Of Old Cases

Chief Justice N. Kotiswar 
Singh has ordered 
disposing of 20-year-old 

or above cases before it with 
urgency in order to reduce the 
pendency of old cases in the 
J&K and Ladakh High Court.
“In order to weed out the 
infructuous cases, at first 
instance the Advocates are 
requested to furnish the list of 
infructuous cases which are 20 
years old and are above,” reads 
an order issued by the Registrar 
General on the instructions of 
the Chief Justice.
“The 20 years and above old 
cases listed  More on P10

Lal Chowk's  
Iconic Clock Tower 
Gets Facelift
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Clock Tower, 
popularly known as Ghanta 
Ghar, at Srinagar's historic Lal 
Chowk is getting a major make-
over under the Srinagar Smart 
City Project.

Locals feel the refurbished 
city square, named after the 
iconic Red Square in Moscow, 
will add to the city's hang out 
options. The business commu-
nity of Lal Chowk claims it has 
suffered immensely over the 
past seven months due to the 
maintenance work, yet hopes 
in the end it will be all worth 
the trouble.

"For the past seven to eight 
months, renovation has been 
going on. Although we are suf-
fering tremendously, we hope 
to see better More on P10
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DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT 
NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

The Jammu and Kashmir 
State Board Of School Education  

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

 Notice for  General Public

The applicant/ candidate whose photograph is published in this notice 
and claiming to have lost her qualification certificate/s issued under  as 
per below mentioned details:-
Roll No: 2514267
Class : 10 th 
Year & Session : 2018
Registration: N17341620098
Name : Sameer Ahmad Mir
Father's Name: Abdul Hamid Mir
Mother's Name : Tasleema Begum
 Date of Birth:- 13-09-2004
 Residenc:- Kandhama Beerwah Budgam
According the candidate concerned has approach to this office for 
issuance of Duplicate Qualification /Marks Certificate/s, so before the 
same is processed and provided to the candidate, under rules, anybody 
having any objection in this regard, shall bring into the notice of Assistant 
Secretary of Certificate as well as Assistant Secretary Examination Unit 
I & III KD within the period of 10 & 7 days  respectively, from the date of 
publication of this notice.
(Besides the above referred "Qualification / Marks Certificate/s" bearing 
No: 18ARKAM-1010067  be  treated as "CANCELLED")
No: F(Cer is-I-DQC)B/KD/23
Dated   Assistant Secretary 
bmg_r Certificates, KD.

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Srinagar | Friday | 04-08-20232
Before The Hon'ble Court Of 

Pr. District Judge Srinagar
In the ease of:-

1. Owais  Ashraf  Shah  S/O Mohammad Ashraf Shah  
R/O Charar-i-sharief. Budgam A/P Khanday Colony. Pahroo-
Chowk. Nowgam. Tehsil B.K.Pora DistrictBudgam.
2. Massarat Jabeen D/O Mohammad Ashraf Shah W/o Alamgir 
Ali Banday  R/O Beerwah, District Budgam, A/P Khanday Colo-
ny, Pahroo-Chowk, Nowgam, Tehsil B.K.Pora, District Budgam.
3. Alamgir Ali Banday S/O Zaffar Hussain Banday R/O Beer-
wah, District Budgam A/P Khanday Colony, Pahroo-Chowk, 
Nowgam, Tehsil B.K.Pora, District Budgam

(Caveators)
V/S

Public At Large
(Non-caveator)

In the matter of:-
Caveat petition under section 148-A CPC.
May it please your Honour:-
The Caveators humbly submit as under: -
1. That the Caveators are the domiciles of UT of J&K, thus have every right to invoke the 
jurisdiction of this Hon'blc Court for the protection and enforcement of their legal rights.
2. That the caveators have every apprehension that the non-caveator may file an ap-
plication, suit or any other like proceedings against the caveators and may succeeded 
in obtaining an ex-parte order in their favour and the same will run harsh against the 
rights and interests of the caveators.
3. That this Hon'blc court before passing any ex-parte order in the eventuality of any 
institution by the non-caveator against the caveators, may hear the Caveators, so 
that the Caveators are not condemned unheard.
4. That the caveators submit this caveat petition for securing the rights and inter-
ests and pray that they may be put to notice before passing any order in the event 
of institution of any suit, application or other like proceedings by the non-caveator 
against the caveators.
5. That the Caveators have published copy of this caveat petition in daily newspaper 
and the newspaper cutting is annexed herewith.
Accordingly In the premises it is therefore humbly prayed that in the eventuality of 
institution of any suit, application or other like proceedings against the caveators, 
this hon'blc court may be pleased to afford a chance of being heard to the caveators 
before passing any order against the caveators. That will secure the ends of justice.
Dated-.01-08-2023 

Caveators
Through Counsel

nj Advocate Ahsan gull shah

Office of the Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer Shopian

ARTO/SPN/999   Dated: 03-08-2023 

Sub:- Issuance of Bid Number JK22C -0004.

This office has received an application from namely Mr. Huzaif 
Mushtaa Turrey S/o Mushtaa Ahmad Turrey R/o 006 Gagren 
Shupiyan for issuance of Bid No. JK22C-0004 for his Vehicle 
Hyundai Verna. If anybody having any objection regarding 
same will be approaches to this office within three days the 
publication published in news paper is Kashmir Observer  

Regional Transport 
FKO Officer Shopian

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written in my passport  as Hameeda 
Qadir while my correct name is Hamida Qadir which needs to 
be corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Regional 
Passport Office Srinagar within a period of seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall 
be entertained. 
Hamida Qadir 
D/o Gh. Qadir Dar bmg

Public Notice
My name has been wrongly written in my passport bearing No: 
J3911049 as Raheel Hassan Khan while my correct name is Ra-
heel Hassan  which needs to be corrected. If anybody having 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection 
in the office of the Regional Passport Office Srinagar within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Raheel Hassan
S/o Ghulam Hassan Khan
R/o Bongam Shopian fko

Shameema 

Shameema

15-06-1985

Shameema D/o Ghulam Rasool Makloo
R/o Dar Mohalla Soura Srinagar24-07-2023

07-08-2023

nj

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer Mechanical 
Hospital And Central Heating Division Srinagar 

 (Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: xenmhchdk@yahoo.in)

Subject: - 1. Repairs to 26 Passenger OTIS Lift near Staircase at Govt. Superspeciality  Hospital Srinagar
               II. Repairs to 08 passenger (G+3) OTIS make lift  at Govt. Superspeciality  Hospital Srinagar 
              III.  Providing and Fitting of Oxygen Connectors with Oxygen Flowmeters in  ECT Theatre at Govt. Psychiatric Disease Hospital, 
Srinagar

Ref     : This office e- NIT no: MHCHD/TS/2023-24/51/e-tendering Dated 13.07.2023

EXTENSION 
 
In view of poor/no response, the Critical dates of above subject work(s) tendered vide above referred e-NIT(s) are extended as follows: -

S.No Description Date and Time
1. Last Date of Bid Submission 07.08.2023 (12:00 hrs)
2. Date of Bid Opening 07.08.2023  (15:00 hrs)

All other Terms and Conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.
  Sd/-
             Executive Engineer                                                                                                                                             

 MHCH  Division  Srinagar.

No. MHCHD/TS/ 3821-24,                                                                    DIPK-6355/23   Dt: - 03-08-2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Divisional Forest Officer
Pir Panjal Forest Division Budgam

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
 e-NIT No: -   08 of 2023-24 DATED: 01/08/2023

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of India, e-tenders are invited from registered, reputed 
and resourceful Forest / FDC Contractors registered with Jammu &Kashmir Govt. for the following 
work: -

S. 
No

Particulars of Work Adv. cost 
(Rs. in 
Lakh)

Bid Security 
(EMD) Rs

Class of 
contractor

Cost of 
Tender 
Document

Time of 
comple-
tion

01 Extraction, Conversion, Carriage 
& Transportation of Firewood to 
the tune  of 4470 Quintals upto PC 
Depot Srinagar and Local Firewood 
Depot(s) from  Yusmarg Block 
Doodganga Range PP Forest Division 
Budgam. 

12.86 
Lakhs

 Rs. 
25720/=

Forest 
Contrac-
tor, JKFDC 
Contractor

Rs. 600 Three 
calendar 
Months

02  Extraction, Conversion, Carriage 
& Transportation of Firewood to 
the tune  of 1960 Quintals upto 
PC Depot Srinagar and Local 
Firewood Depot(s) fromJabbad, 
Padshahtar&Negoo Blocks of  
Doodganga Range PP Forest Division 
Budgam. 

5.64 Lakhs Rs. 11280/= Forest 
Contrac-
tor, JKFDC 
Contractor

Rs. 300 Two 
calendar 
Months

03  Extraction, Conversion, Carriage 
& Transportation of Firewood to 
the tune  of 485 Quintals upto PC 
Depot Srinagar and Local Fire-
wood Depot(s) from Kachwari, 
Raiyar&Gurwaith Blocks of Raithan 
Range PP Forest Division Budgam. 

1.40  Lakhs  Rs. 2800/= Forest 
Contrac-
tor, JKFDC 
Contractor

Rs. 200 One 
calendar 
Months

04 Extraction, Conversion, Carriage 
& Transportation of Firewood to 
the tune  of 464 Quintals upto PC 
Depot Srinagar and Local Firewood 
Depot(s) from Palmaidan Block of 
Raithan Range PP Forest Division 
Budgam.

1.34  Lakhs  Rs. 2680/= Forest 
Contrac-
tor, JKFDC 
Contractor

Rs. 200 One 
calendar 
Months

05 Extraction, Conversion, Carriage 
& Transportation of Firewood to 
the tune  of 2005 Quintals upto PC 
Depot Srinagar and Local Firewood 
Depot(s) from Rinzabal& Khalkhat 
Blocks of Sukhnagh Range PP Forest 
Division Budgam.

5.77  Lakhs  Rs. 11540/=Forest 
Contrac-
tor, JKFDC 
Contractor

Rs. 300 Two 
calendar 
Months

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quanti-
ties, (B.O.Q), Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the 
departmental Website:-www.jktenders.gov.in.

Position of Funds: Budgeted
Position of AA: Give Letter No. CF/Sgr/L/439-40/Firewood Dated:-18-07-2023.
Position of TS:  Give Letter No. CF/Sgr/L/439-40/Firewood Dated:-18-07-2023.

Publishing Date:- 02-08-2023
Download Start Date : 03-08-2023 from 09:00 AM
Bid submission Start Date: 03-08-2023 from 09:00 AM
Bid submission End Date: 11-08-2023 Up to 06:00 PM
Date of Opening of Technical 
Bid through online:

12-08-2023 at 03:00 PM in the Office of the Conservator of Forests 
Srinagar Circle Srinagar Sheikh-Bagh Srinagar

Date of Opening of Financial 
Bid through online:

To be opened (Online) at any convenient date and time after com-
plete Evaluation of Technical Bids Received.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website: https://
jktenders.gov.in. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” 
option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website jktenders.gov.in. To participate in bidding 
process, bidders have to get Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act. 
Bidders can get Digital Certificate form approved vendor.
2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in the 
shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown against the work above to be deposited Pn Govt. 
Treasury under Account Head 0406-Forest and Bid Security in the shape of Bid Security Declaration 
form duly filled in with time period prescribed and addressed to Divisional Forest Officer. The bids 
for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.
3. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format 
with digital signature. No Technical or financial bid will be accepted in physical/hard form. Bids will 
be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
4. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.eEMD, Valid 
Registration Card issued by Forest Department / FDC duly renewed for the current year 2022-23, 
PAN, Valid GST Registration, Govt. Treasury receipt (Cost of Tender Document).
5. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labour Registration Certificate issued by 
Labour Department after issuance of award of contract.
6. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of the bid due 
to any reason (technical or otherwise).
7. As per rule 171 of GFR-2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by success-
ful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of contract and if there are compelling circumstances, 
performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded. 
8. 
9. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being 
adopted by the Directorate of Information regarding publishing the NIT, in any of the newspaper 
under circulation. 
10. The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without 
assigning any reason thereof.
11. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and 
as per the Detailed Tender document. 
NO:-DFO/PPBudgam/Firewood/471-78
DIPK-6353/23   Dated:-03/08/2023      

Sd/-
DivisionalForest Officer,

       Pir PanjalForest Division,
Budgam.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer Hydraulic Division Uri
email: urihydraulic@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
FRESH e_NIT_No._25/Hyd/Uri_of_2023-24, Dated: 02/08/2023

For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, e-Tenders 
on item rate basis are invited from approved and eligible contractors registered with Jammu and 
Kashmir UT Government, for the following works: -
Position of AAA:  Accorded
Position of Funds: Demanded/Committed

S. 
No.

Name of work Adv. 
Cost 
(Rs. in 
Lacs)

Earnest 
Money 
(In Ru-
pees)

Time of 
Comple-
tion

Class 
of Con-
tract

Major Head Cost of 
Tender 
document 
(In Rs.)

TENDER-ID

1. Construction of 
FP work by way of 
providing crate work 
near land of Abdul 
Gani Dar and others 
at Salamabad 
Dachina Nallah

1.52 3040/- 15-days DEE 2711-M&R 200 2023_
IFC_224698_1

2. Laying and fitting 
of pipe network to 
Patee Gugradan/
Takudara WSS 
Khunjdi Khodi 
Nambla

14.75 29500/- 20-days BEE/ 
CEE/ 
DEE

Languish-
ing Pro-
gramme

600 2023_
IFC_224698_2

The NIT consisting of Qualifying information, eligibility criteria specifications, bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the 
departmental website www.jktenders.gov.infrom: -

1. Publishing Date 03/08/2023 from 01.00PM
2. Download Date Start 03/08/2023 from 01.00PM
3. Tender Submission date Start 03/08/2023 from 01.00PM
4. Tender Submission date Ends 09/08/2023 up to 04:00 PM
5. Date of Opening 10/08/2023 at 12:00PM, in the Office of the Executive 

Engineer Hydraulic Division Uri (H.Q. Chandanwari)

1. Tenders must be accompanied with cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury 
Challan in favour of Executive Engineer Hydraulic Division Uri, payable at Treasury Office.( Demand 
Draft cannot be accepted).
2. The Tenders for the works shall remain valid for a period of 90 (Ninety) days from the 
date of opening of Tenders.
3. The Tenders shall be deposited in Electronic format on the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in
4. The Tender uploaded on the website upto due date and time will be opened on the 
schedule date and time or any other date convenient to the tender opening authority in the office 
of the Executive Engineer Hydraulic Division Uri H.Q Chandanwari, in presence of the Tenderers who 
wish to be present. In case of holiday or office happening to be closed on the basis of the opening of 
the Tender/date of submission of Hard copies, the same will be on the next working day at the same 
time and venue.
5. The earnest money shall be forfeited if: -
5.1. Any Tenderer withdraws his Tenders/tender during the period of Tender validity or makes 
any modification in terms and conditions of the Tender.
5.2. Failure of Successful tenderer to furnish the required performance security within the 
specified time limit.
6. The tenderer shall have to execute the agreement within 10-days after fixation of contract.
7. Instructions to Tenderer regarding E-Tendering process:-
7.1. Tenderers are advised to download Tender submission manual from the “downloads” 
option as well as from “Tenderers manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in acquaint Tenders 
submission process.
7.2. To participate in tendering process Tenderers have to get digital signature certificate (DSC) as 
per information technology act. 2000Tenderers can get digital certificate from approved vendor.
7.3. The Tenderer have to submit their Tenders online in electronic format with digital signa-
ture. No financial Tenderwill be accepted in physical form.
7.4. Tender will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
7.5. Tenderers must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents like  /CDR/
BG//PAN/ G.S. TIN/Treasury Challan under MH 0702 in respect of Irrigation work and under MH 0215 
in respect of PHE works /REG. Card duly renewed and submitted hard copies thereof physically to 
tender receiving authority before date of opening of Tender.
For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir.
No: HDU/CC-02/3172-92
 DIPK-6335/23    DATED: -03/08/2023      

Executive Engineer,
Hydraulic Division Uri

(Syed Shafat

Meta Designing Prototypes For Chatbots That 
Can Have Humanlike Discussions With Its Users
Agencies

Meta Platforms 
is preparing to 
launch a range 
of artificial in-

telligence (AI) powered 
chatbots that exhibit dif-
ferent personalities as 
soon as September, the 
Financial Times reported 
on Tuesday.

Meta has been design-
ing prototypes for chatbots 
that can have humanlike 
discussions with its users, 
as the company attempts to 
boost its engagement with 
its social media platforms, 
according to the report, cit-

ing people with knowledge 
of the plans.

The Menlo Park, Cal-
ifornia-based social me-
dia giant is even explor-
ing a chatbot that speaks 
like Abraham Lincoln 
and another that advises 
on travel options in the 
style of a surfer, the re-
port added. The purpose 
of these chatbots will be 
to provide a new search 
function as well as offer 
recommendations.

The report comes as 
Meta executives are focus-
ing on boosting retention 
on its new text-based app 
Threads, after the app lost 

more than half of its users 
in the weeks following its 
launch on July 5.

Meta declined to com-
ment on the FT report, 
when contacted by Reuters.

The Facebook parent 
reported a strong rise in ad-
vertising revenue in its earn-
ings last week, forecasting 
third-quarter revenue above 
market expectations.

The company has been 
climbing back from a bruis-
ing 2022, buoyed by hype 
around emerging AI tech-
nology and an austerity 
drive in which it has shed 
around 21,000 employees 
since last fall.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :09

ZUHR 12:37

ASR 5: 30

Magrib 7:33
ISHA 9: 04

•	 1914 - US declares neutrality on the outbreak of WWI 
•	 1916 - Denmark cedes Danish West Indies, including the 

Virgin Islands, to the US for $25 million 
•	 1918 - Adolf Hitler receives the Iron Cross first class for 

bravery on the recommendation of his Jewish superior, 
Lieutenant Hugo Gutmann 

•	 1919 - The Communist Bela Kun comes to power in 
Hungary 

•	 1943 - Soviet units reach suburbs of Orel 
•	 1943 - USAAF bombs Germans in Troina 
•	 1946 - An earthquake of magnitude 8.0 hits northern 

Dominican Republic. 100 are killed and 20,000 are left 
homeless. 

•	 1947 - The Supreme Court of Japan is established. 
•	 1956 - Indonesia says it will not pay debts to the 

Netherlands 
•	 1960 - Rocket propelled USAF research aircraft sets 

record at 2,150 MPH 
•	 1962 - Nelson Mandela captured by South African 

police 
•	 1964 - Civil rights workers Michael Schwerner, Andrew 

Goodman & James E Chaney, bodies discovered in an 
earthen Mississippi dam 

•	 1964 - North Vietnam torpedos US ships Gulf of Tonkin 
•	 1971 - US launches 1st satellite into lunar orbit from 

manned 
•	 1979 - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern Kazakh/

Semipalitinsk USSR 
•	 1983 - France performs nuclear test 
•	 1983 - Revolution in Burkina Faso 
•	 1990 - European community proposes a boycott of Iraq 
•	 1993 - Rwandian Hutus & Tutsis sign peace treaty in 

Arusha 
•	 2007 - NASA's Phoenix spaceship is launched. 

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

16  Muharram
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From KO Archives

Vaishno Devi Board Snaps 
Ties With J&K Bank
Observer News Service

J
AMMU -  The Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board has 
snapped its 20-year-old ties with the Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank in what appears to be a fallout of the bickering 
between Governor S.K. Sinha and the state government.

The board - which controls the popular Hindu shrine of 
Vaishno Devi in Jammu and of which Sinha is the chairman -has 
withdrawn all its money from the bank and transferred it to the 
ICICI Bank, sources said.

Sinha, whose bickering with Chief Minister Mufti Moham-
med Sayeed over a host of issues is only too well known, directed 
the board to withdraw all accounts from the Jammu and Kash-
mir Bank, the sources said.

The state government is a major shareholder in Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank Ltd.

The shrine board had a Rs.1 billion deposit with the bank, 
the source said. It had been rendering several services to the 
shrine board free of cost,   

The shrine board had had its deposits with the bank since 
1986, when the former was set up. The Vaishno Devi shrine at-
tracts more than 5.5 million pilgrims.

The governor and chief minister have earlier sparred over 
the duration of the pilgrimage to the Hindu cave shrine of Ama-
rnath in Kashmir. While the governor wanted it to last for two 
months, the chief minister insisted on one month.

Sinha, who also heads the Shri Amarnath Shrine Board, 
finally had his way.

The chief minister was worried over the impact of a longer 
pilgrimage on the security of the state, as a large number of 
troops and police forces are committed to guard the pilgrimage 
route.

He had also pleaded that the fragile ecology of the routes to 
the Himalayan shrine, located at a height of 13,500 feet, could not 
withstand the rush of pilgrims.

More than 200,000 pilgrims have visited the shrine so far 
this year, (IANS)  

 (Kashmir Observer, 04 August, 2005)

(For Sale of Secured asset under the SARFAESI Act, 2002)
AUCTION CUM-SALE NOTICE

Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of 
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to 

Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower/Mortgag-
or/guarantors that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the 
Secured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by the Authorised 
Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. (Secured Creditor), will be sold on "As is where 
is", "As is what is", and "Whatever there is" on 21.08.2023, for recovery of Rs. 
1,03,05,091.37  being balance outstanding as on 31.07.2023 due to the Jammu & Kashmir 
Bank Ltd. (Secured Creditor) from Mr. Altaf Hassan Tantray, Sole Proprietor of M/s Royal 
Fresh Agro Farm, S/o. Mr. Ghulam Hassan Tantray R/o. Dahama, Vilgam, Kupwara. 
(Borrower cum Mortgagor), 1). Mr. Mohammad Ramzan Aga S/O. Mr. Mohammad Rajab 
Aga R/O. Vodhpora, Handwara, 2). Mr. Bilal Ahmad Zargar S/O. Mr. Ghulam Ahmad Zargar 
R/O. Hardoona Handwara, 3). Mr. Nazir Ahmad Bhat S/O. Mr. Sonaullah Bhat R/O. Kawari 
Handwara and 4). Mr. Ghulam Rasool Baba S/O. Ghulam Qadir Baba R/O. Drugmulla, 
Kupwara (guarantors). The reserve price will be Rs. 100.96 Lacs and the earnest money 
deposit will be Rs. 10,09,600.00.

Description of Property
Lease hold rights of plot over which a Milk Processing plant is located, along with the 
structure thereon and Plant & Machinery in the unit, measuring 01 Kanal bearing Plot 
No.21 at Industrial Estate, Chotipora Handwara leased out to Mr. Altaf Hassan Tantray 
(borrower) vide Lease Deed dated 03.02.2017 registered with Sub Registrar Handwara on 
07.02.2017 Under No.206.
The tender document containing full details of the properties and all the terms and 
conditions can be had from JK Bank Branch Office Vilgam, Kupwara during office hours on 
all working days against a payment of Rs.100/. The completed tenders must be received in 
the said Branch latest by 19.08.2023. The tender should be accompanied by an Earnest 
Money Deposit (EMD) of not less than 10% of the Price Offered (which in any case should 
not be below the Reserve Price for the property concerned) in the form of a Demand Draft/ 
Pay Order payable at Sopore, Kashmir, issued by a commercial bank in favour of The 
Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd. Branch Vilgam Kupwara. 
This publication is also 15 days notice to the borrower/mortgagor of the above said loan 
account about holding of sale on above mentioned date/ place if the outstanding dues are 
not paid in full.

Date: 02.08.2023                                                                      Authorized Officer
Place: Amargarh, Sopore                                                    Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Baramulla, Amargarh, Sopore
Phone: 01954-221082/83

E: amid.zobara@jkbmail.com

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India

CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928 ; E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

DIPK-NB-2403/23 dated: 03-08-2023

SAD DEMISE

Our beloved mother Mrs Aisha W/o Late 
Bashir Ahmad Bhat R/o Bagati  Kanipora, 
(Near State Bank of India)  Left for Heavenly 
adobe on 03-August-2023 (15th Muharram-
Ul-Haram-1445  AH) Ina Liiiah wa Ina Illahi 
Rajoon.

The fourth (Charum) will be observed on 
6th August-2023 at 10:00 AM  (Sunday) at our 
ancestral Graveyard, Malkhah.

 Bereaved Family
 Zahoor Ahmad (9906461445)

Hilal Ahmad  (9469113335)
Nisar Ahmad  (9541222606)
Parvez Ahmad  (7006089081
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The Artful Result Of 
Creativity And Fearlessness

Saqlain Beig

Srinagar: A once bland and unas-
suming wall of a building on the road 
at Jahangir Chowk has turned into 
a breathtaking awe grabber in the 
form of an intriguing and meaning-
ful mural painting, thanks to the un-
wavering creativity of artists from 
The Fearless Collective. Located 
exactly near Hari Singh High Street, 
the mural is pretty large, and catches 
one’s attention from afar. In a very 
artistic and aesthetic manner, the 
artwork depicts the independent and 
talented women artisans of Kashmir.

Fearless Collective is an interna-
tional organisation popular for doing 
public interventions in the form of 
creating such murals and artworks 
in an activistic approach.  Fearless 
does this while representing com-
munities that they feel have a need 
to be spoken about. The website of 
the organisation mentions that they 
“believe that given the ugliness of 
oppressions we fight, the creation 
of beauty is an act of resistance”. In-
ternationally, the mural in progress 

at Jahangir Chowk is the organisa-
tion's 51st such project.

Zoya Khan, an architect and 
a city planner who is also the in-
charge of the mural, mentioned that 
this project is quite different from 
other such displays in Kashmir be-
cause it represents and comes from 
the community itself, talking about 
the experiences and aspirations of 
the set of people that it depicts. She 
said that the primary idea of Fear-
less in these initiatives is to create 
something beautiful and catchy; 
which, by grabbing the attention 
of the people passing by, makes the 
message of the artwork come to light, 
engraving it into peoples’ memories. 
Regarding the fact that the mural 
depicts Kashmiri women artisans, 
She added that, people on the other 
side of things usually prejudge or 
assume stuff about these artisans’ 
struggles, way of life and feelings; 
and this project acts as a medium 
and aid to the pursuit of these people 
of being depicted the way they want 
to be perceived amongst the masses. 
She highlighted that while talking 

to these women artisans in person, 
they mentioned that they’ve been 
doing what they do for years with-
out any change, and that they now 
feel like their popularity within the 
market has been dull in recent years. 
The project, addressing this problem 
as well, helps promote the craft of 
these women and act as a showcase 
to their abilities

In a tone of apparent gratitude, 
Zoya added that she must thank and 
give full credit to the Department of 
Handicrafts and the Director of Es-
tates as they were the ones to facilitate 
the project. The Department of Handi-
crafts has helped getting in touch with 
the artisans in the first place and with 
the permission for the project, while 
the Director Estates provided them 
with the building the project is now 
being made on. The artwork is on a 
path to be one that has the potential to 
not only turn into a major landmark 
of the city, but one that would influ-
ence the scene of graffiti and street 
on productive and cultural themes art 
among the youth and new-coming cre-
ative professionals.

7, 366 E-Court 
Challan’s Pending
Court Asks Vehicle Owners To Dispose Of E-Challans By Aug 9

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Court of Special Mo-
bile Magistrate (Traffic) Sri-
nagar has issued a notice, ask-
ing owners of 7,366 vehicles 
to dispose of E- challans by or 
before August 9, failing which 
registrations of their vehicles 
will be cancelled and vehicles 
impounded.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Traffic City, Mu-
zaffar Ahmad Shah issued a 
public notice in this direction 
urging vehicle owners to liq-
uidate E-challans within the 
stipulated time to avoid incon-
venience they may face in case 
of non-compliance of the court 
orders.

SSP Traffic said that his 
office has received an order 
annexed with a list of 7, 366 
vehicles with pending E-Court 
Challan from the Special Mo-
bile Magistrate (Traffic) Sri-
nagar on 28th of last month, 
with the directions to the own-
ers to dispose of the pending E-
challans against their vehicles 
by or before August 9.

“This office is in re-
ceipt of a court order dated 
28.07.2023issued by the Court 

of Special Mobile Magistrate 
(Traffic) Srinagar annexed 
with a list of 7366 vehicles 
with Pending E-Court Chal-
lans shown against each, with 
the directions that the owners 
of these vehicles be informed 
for disposal of the challan’s 
against their vehicles by or 
before 09.08.2023,” reads the 
notice issued by SSP Traffic.

The notice further reads 
that in view of the above, the 
list of vehicles along with the 
pending challans issued by 
the Court is hereby circulated 
among the General Public 
with the advise that the ve-
hicle owners/violators whose 
challan’s are shown pending 
in the list against each, shall 
appear before the Court of Spe-
cial Mobile Magistrate, Traffic 
Srinagar for disposal of the 
challan’s by or before August 
09, 2023.

“On failure to do the same, 
stern action will be initiated 
against the violators under the 
relevant provisions of M.V. 
Act read with its allied rules 
and shall lead to impounding 
of vehicles and recommenda-
tion for cancellation of regis-
tration, notice reads.  

Intensify Inspections To Check Overloading 
In Cabs: RTO Kashmir Tells Officers
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In response to the reports 
regarding overloading in cabs across 
the city, the Regional Transport Offi-
cer (RTO) Kashmir in a meeting with 
transport and JKRTC officers today 
said that such inputs are of a significant 
concern for authorities and the passen-
gers, which cannot be overlooked.

The RTO said that it can com-
promise the safety and comfort of 
the passengers and increase the risk 
of accidents, adding that overload-
ing can also lead to discomfort dur-
ing the journey especially the female 
passengers who may have to share 
limited space with others.

Meanwhile taking serious note 
of the issue, the RTO Kashmir direct-

ed the officers to intensify the inspec-
tions especially in late evening hours 
and ensure that public transport is 
available and enforce penalties for 
violations of passenger capacity lim-
its. He insisted on ensuring public 
transport is available during the late 
evening hours to all the places, es-
pecially from the Lal Chowk and all 
major hospitals of the city.

Srinagar Tops In India In Eat 
Right Challenge Phase III’
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Continuing its en-
deavor, the Srinagar District 
has achieved top rank across 
the country in implementation 
of phase III of “The Eat Right 
Challenge for Cities and Dis-
tricts” of the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India.

The Eat Right Creativ-
ity Challenge Phase III started 
from May 2023 and will end 
in October has been launched 

as a part of the celebration of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is 
aimed to tap the creative tal-
ent of students and enable 
them to inculcate healthy di-
etary habits.

The Eat Right Challenge 
in Srinagar was carried out 
under the overall supervision 
of Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad, while Assistant Commis-
sioner Food & Safety, Yamin ul 
Nabi was its Nodal Officer.

PIC: Abid Bhat/KO
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 NEWS MAKERS

Gurugram-Nuh Violence: 
Muslims Decide To Offer 
Friday Namaz At Home

Gyanvapi Mosque Case: Masjid 
Committee Moves SC Against HC 
Order Allowing ASI Survey

Pak Probe Agency Using 
Israel's Intrusive Cyber 
Tech Since 2012: Report

Imran Khan's Party Could 
Lose Election Symbol, Warns 
Pakistan Poll Body

Rajya Sabha Passes Press 
And Registration Of 
Periodicals Bill

Rajya Sabha Passes Advocates 
(Amendment) Bill, Which 
Seeks To Target ‘Touts’

In Letter To Pope, Ayatollah Sistani 
Urges ‘Concerted Efforts’ To Promote 
Respect Among Followers Of Religions

Justin Trudeau And Wife 
Sophie To Separate: 18 Years 
Of Ups And Downs

Delhi Court Summons 
Wrestler Bajrang Punia In 
Criminal Defamation Case

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A Delhi 
court today summoned 
wrestler Bajrang Punia on 
September 6 in connec-
tion with a criminal defa-
mation complaint filed 
against him by wrestling 
coach Naresh Dahiya.

Metropolitan Magistrate Yashdeep Chahal directed Mr 
Punia to appear before the court on that day, holding he 
is of the "prima facie" view that all the ingredients of 
defamation were made out. He said at the stage of sum-
moning it was fairly settled that the court was not required 
to go into a comparative analysis of the possible defence 
that may be taken by the accused.

"On a consideration of the complaint, supporting 
documents and pre-summoning evidence, I am of the 
prima facie view that all the ingredients of defamation 
are made out. It appears that the statement made in the 
press conference was a result of malicious intent and 
was not made in good faith," the judge said

"In view of the same, let accused, namely, Bajrang Pu-
nia be summoned for the commission of offence pun-
ishable under Section 499 read with Section 500 (both 
dealing with criminal defamation) of the IPC," he added.

Press Trust of India

GURUGRAM: Muslims here 
will not offer Friday namaz at 
any public place or mosques 
in view of violence that flared 
up in Nuh, Sohna, and Guru-
gram earlier in the week, a 
community leader has an-
nounced.

Mufti Saleem Qasmi, presi-
dent of Jamiat Ulama in Gu-
rugram, appealed through 
a video message to people 
to refrain from praying in 
public places or gathering in 
mosques for prayers.

Qasmi said it is the respon-
sibility of the people to main-
tain brotherhood.

The decision comes in the 
wake of the communal clash-
es that broke out on Monday 
in Nuh district during a VHP 
rally. Six people including a 
cleric were killed in the vio-
lence that ensued after the 
clashes and several cars and 
food joint were set on fire.

“I appeal to the people to 
offer namaz at home. Only 
those people who live in a 
masjid can offer namaz in the 
masjid. No one else is allowed 

to enter it. May Allah protect 
our brotherhood,” Mufti told 
PTI on Thursday.

Hindu-right outfits had 
on Wednesday submitted a 
memorandum to a Deputy 
Commissioner of Police de-
manding, among many other 
things, a ban on namaz in 
public places.

DC Prashant Panwar and 
SP Varun Singla of Nuh held a 
meeting with the Ulemas in 
Nuh on Thursday and appealed 
to them to pray at their homes.

Ulemas assured police that 
there will be public namaz.

Press Trust of India

Muslim body Anju-
man Intezamia 
Masjid commit-

tee on Thursday moved the 
Supreme Court against the 
Allahabad High Court order 
permitting an Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India (ASI) sur-
vey at the Gyanvapi mosque.

The matter was men-
tioned by advocate Nizam 
Pasha before Chief Justice 
D Y Chandrachud, who was 
heading a five-judge consti-
tution bench hearing the ar-
guments in the Article 370 

issue and was rising for the 
day, seeking urgent hearing.

"The Allahabad High Court 
has passed an order today. 
We have filed an SLP against 
the order. I have sent an email 
(seeking urgent hearing). Let 
them not proceed with the 
survey... ," Pasha said.

The CJI said, "I will look at 
the email right away."

One of the parties from 
the Hindu side has also 
filed a caveat in the apex 
court saying that no orders 
be passed without hearing 
them in the matter.

Earlier in the day, the high 

court dismissed a petition 
filed by the Gyanvapi com-
mittee challenging a district 
court order directing the 
ASI to conduct the survey 
to determine if the mosque 
was built upon a temple.

The Varanasi district 
court order was issued on 
July 21 and was challenged 
by the Anjuman Intezamia 
Masjid Committee.

Chief Justice Pritinker 
Diwakar had reserved the 
order on the committee's 
petition on July 27 after 
hearing the counsels for 
both parties.

Press Trust of India

JERUSALEM: Israeli cyber tech 
firm, Cellebrite, has sold Paki-
stan's Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA) and various police 
units products that are highly 
intrusive and can lead to gross 
human rights violations despite 
the two countries not having 
diplomatic ties and Israeli norms 
prohibiting such deals, a local 
media report said on Thursday.

The Israeli firm's products 
have been in use by Paki-
stani agencies since 
2012, Ha'aretz news-
paper reported in 
an investigative 
report.

C e l l e b r i t e ' s 
flagship product, 
UFED, is traded in 
Nasdaq and enables 
law enforcement agen-
cies to engage in digital foren-
sic work by hacking into pass-
word-protected cell phones and 
can copy information stored on 
the device, including pictures, 
documents, text messages, call 
logs and contacts.

Unlike Israeli company NSO, 
whose sale of Pegasus cyber 
tech grabbed worldwide atten-
tion, and other manufacturers 
of offensive-cyber products, 
Cellebrite operates in a grey 
area between security exports 
and civilian ones.

In 2020, the export of foren-
sic equipment such as that pro-
duced by Cellebrite came under 
the Defence Ministry's oversight, 
since it was included in the Was-
senaar Arrangement on Export 

Controls for Conventional Arms 
and Dual-Use Goods and Tech-
nologies, which defines which 
dual-use (security use and civil-
ian use) products require over-
sight, the report noted.

However, International ship-
ment records show that until 
at least 2019, Cellebrite Asia-
Pacific Pte (its Singapore sub-
sidiary) sold products directly 
to companies in Pakistan and to 
its Federal Investigation Agen-

cy, the Israeli daily reported.
This happened de-
spite Cellebrite's end-

user license agree-
ment forbidding 
sales to Pakistan.

In other proofs 
presented in the re-

port, the investiga-
tive piece notes that 

in 2012 it was reported 
in Pakistan that the Sind 

Province police had acquired 
UFED Touch Ultimate devices 
made by Cellebrite, and their use 
has been expanding since.

The Express Tribune newspa-
per had also published pictures 
that clearly show Cellebrite's 
product, the Israeli daily said.

"Operating manuals, docu-
ments and official invitations 
for bids show that police units 
and the FIA regularly use these 
systems," Ha'aretz claimed.

"FIA officials, past and present 
who were tasked with enforcing 
the draconian cybercrime law, 
even state in their LinkedIn pro-
files that they have been trained 
and certified to use these sys-
tems and that they use them on 
a regular basis", it noted.

 Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Rajya Sabha today 
passed a bill that replaces the 
existing legislation which gov-
erns the registration of print 
and publishing industry in the 
country.

The Press and Registration 
of Periodicals Bill, 2023 was 
passed by a voice vote.

Replying to the discussion on 
the bill, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur 
said this will lead to ease of do-

ing business for media and pub-
lishing companies, simplify the 
process of registration and de-
criminalise several colonial-era 
penal provisions. He observed 
that the bill traverses the jour-
ney from bureaucratic burden 
to ease of doing business.

"Those involved in terrorist 
activities or unlawful activi-
ties against the state will not 
be granted permission to start 

a paper or periodical," he said.
The bill replaces the existing 

Press and Registration of Books 
(PRB) Act, 1867.

The Union Cabinet last 
month approved the PRP Bill 
that seeks to simplify the reg-
istration process for periodicals 
and do away with the provision 
for prosecution and imprison-
ment of publishers and sim-
plify the registration process 
for periodicals.

The new law also seeks to do 
away with two provisions that 

required the publishers and 
printers to file a declaration 
before the district magistrate. 
It further seeks to do away 
with the penal provisions of 
the PRB Act which made im-
proper declaration of infor-
mation a punishable offence 
with a prison term of up to six 
months.

The new bill also provides for 
an appellate authority.

Agencies

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
has warned the former rul-
ing party, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaaf (PTI) that it could be 
declared “ineligible” to obtain 
election symbol over its fail-
ure to hold intra-party elec-
tions, Geo News reported on 
Wednesday.

In a notice issued on 
Wednesday, the top electoral 
body summoned PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan to appear before 
it on Friday, “failing which the 
Commission under Section 215 
(5) of the Elections Act, 2017, 
may declare your political par-
ty ineligible to obtain election 
symbol for future election(s)”.

The ECP referred to its ear-
lier notices and said the PTI's 
intra-party elections were due 
on June 13 in 2021 under the 
party's constitution.

It added the PTI was “inti-
mated/reminded” to conduct 
intra-party elections within 
the timeframe provided un-
der sections 208, 209 and 215 
of the 'Elections Act, 2017 but 
the party failed to “provide the 
requisite certificate to this ef-
fect”, Geo News reported.

The polls organising author-
ity also said it issued final no-
tice to the PTI in May last year 
for ensuring the conduct of 
intra-party elections “on or 
before June 13, 2022 (extended 

date) with the observation that 
no further extension shall be 
allowed”.

After the notice, PTI submit-
ted a copy of the amended 
party's constitution which was 
deemed “insufficient” by the 
electoral body.

The ECP referred to Section 
209(1) of the Election Act say-
ing every registered political 
party is bound to provide the 
ECP with a certificate regarding 
the conduct of the intra-party 
elections as provided by law, as 
per Geo News.

“[...] if any political party fails 
to comply with the provisions 
of the said section 209, this 
Commission is empowered to 
declare the said political party 
ineligible to obtain an election 
symbol,” Geo News quoted the 
notice.

Last month, the ECP instruct-
ed political parties to submit 
their applications for the al-
lotment of elections symbols 
ahead of general polls in the 
country scheduled for later this 
year.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Rajya Sabha 
on Thursday passed the Advo-
cates (Amendment) Bill, 2023, 
which aims to regulate the le-
gal profession by a single Act 
and seeks to target “touts”.

The amendment would help 
to regulate the legal profession 
through a single Act, the Ad-
vocates Act, 1961, according to 
statement of objects and rea-
sons of the legislation.

Replying to a debate on the 
Bill in the Rajya Sabha, Union 
Law and Justice Minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal said the legal 
profession is a noble profession 
and unlawful practices should 
be dealt with firmly.

The Bill was passed by a 
voice vote, following which the 
House adjourned for the day.

The Bill provides that every 
high court and district judge 
can frame and publish lists of 
touts (those who procure cli-
ents for legal practitioner in 
return for any payment).

As per the provisions, such 
persons named in the list of touts 
will be excluded from entering 
the court premises. Any violation 
of this provision will entail pun-
ishment with imprisonment up 
to three months and a fine.

In keeping with the Centre’s 
policy of repealing all obsolete 
laws or pre-independence Acts 
which have lost their utility, 
the government in consultation 
with the Bar Council of India 
has decided to repeal the Legal 

Practitioners Act, 1879, and to 
amend the Advocates Act, 1961, 
by incorporating the provisions 
of section 36 of the Legal Prac-
titioners Act, 1879, in the Advo-
cates Act, 1961. This will reduce 
the number of superfluous en-
actments in the statute book. 
Also it will help to regulate the 
legal profession by a single Act, 
the Advocates Act, 1961, the 
statement of objects and rea-
sons of the legislation said.

BJD member Sujeet Kumar 
said there should be a single 
database to carry details about 
all the practicing advocates in 
the country, saying it will help 
in bringing a social welfare 
scheme for them.

He demanded to bring advo-
cate’s protection act to enable 
them practice fearlessly.

“Advocates are the officers 
of the court. Advocates are the 
most important stakeholders 
in the administration of jus-
tice,” Kumar said. BJP member 
Vijay Pal Singh Tomar said the 
Bill has provision that will end 
touts from courts.

AIADMK’s M Thambidurai 
asked the government to change 
the name of Madras High Court 
to Tamil Nadu High Court, and 
similarly, the names of all high 
courts in the name of the state 
and not in the names of cities.

YSRCP MP V Vijayasai Reddy 
said lawyers charge between 
Rs 5 to Rs 50 lakh per hearing 
in the Supreme Court which is 
very high and demanded to put 
some cap on the fees.

Agencies

Iraq's most prominent Shia 
cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-

Sistani has underscored the 
significance of peaceful coex-
istence, calling for concerted 
efforts to reject violence and 
promote respect among fol-
lowers of various faiths.

Ayatollah Sistani made 
the remark in response to 
a letter from Pope Francis, 
the leader of the Catholic 
Church, on the second anni-
versary of the pontiff’s visit 
to Iraq and his meeting with 
the top Shia cleric.

Ayatollah Sistani said the 
Pope’s historic visit to Iraq 
and their meeting in the Iraqi 
city of Najaf provided “im-
petus” for many followers of 
Islam and Christianity - and 
other faiths - to show greater 
tolerance and good coexis-

tence with those who have 
different religions or beliefs.

Recalling the topics raised 
in the meeting, the top Shia 
cleric underlined the impor-
tance of concerted efforts to 
promote a culture of peace-
ful coexistence and reject 
violence and hatred. Ayatol-
lah Sistani also called for the 
establishment of the values 
of harmony among people, 
based on caring for rights and 
mutual respect among the fol-
lowers of different religions.

“More needs to be done 
to defend oppressed people 
around the world as the trag-
edies experienced by many 
people and ethnic and social 
groups in many places in the 
east and west of the world, 
the suppression of fundamen-
tal freedoms and the absence 
of social justice play a role in 
the emergence of some ex-
tremist movements that do 
not hesitate to attack others 
with whom they disagree in 
thought or belief,” he said.

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau and his wife Sophie 
Gregoire Trudeau unexpectedly an-
nounced their separation on Insta-
gram on Wednesday, likely marking 
the end of the couple's 18-year high-
profile marriage.

Trudeau, 51, and Gregoire Trudeau, 
48, got married in May 2005. Ten 
years later, Trudeau became prime 
minister, landing the sharply-dressed 
couple in world media's spotlight.

Trudeau, whose father Pierre El-
liott Trudeau was also Canadian 
primer minister for 15 years, worked 
as a school teacher before joining 
politics.

Gregoire Trudeau was a former 
entertainment journalist and had 
known Trudeau since childhood. 
They have three children Xavier, 15, 
Ella Grace, 14, and nine-year-old 
Hadrien.

They often publicly expressed love 
and displayed unity, especially on 

birthdays and anniversaries, but over 
the years, their married life has seen 
ups and downs.

Here are some comments the cou-
ple have made about their married 
life in recent years.

* Trudeau, 2014 autobiography, 
Common Ground

"Our marriage isn't perfect, and we 
have had difficult ups and downs, yet 
Sophie remains my best friend, my 
partner, my love. We are honest with 
each other, even when it hurts."
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Government of UT Jammu & Kashmir

POLICE CONSTRUCTION DIVISION PHQ, J&K JAMMU/ SRTNAGAR
ELECTRICAL WORKs FOR

S.No NAME OF WORK TENDER VALUE COST OF DOC.
1. Internal Electrification of newly under constructed ACB Police Station at Awantipora (Part-1st). 39.99 lacs Rs. 2000/-
2. Internal Electrification of newly under constructed G.O’s Mess at Shivpora Srinagar (Part-1st). 29.99 lacs Rs. 2000/-

GOVERNMENT OF UT JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PCD (PHQ) J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR.

INVITING E-TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No/EE-PCD/PHQ/43/2023-24 Dated: -27-07-2023

Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGR on behalf of The President of India invites tenders by e-tendering on Percentage rate basis from 
approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K

S. No Name of Work Name of Division
Estimated 
Cost (Rs. 
In lacs)

Cost of 
document 

(In Rs)

Earnest 
money 
(EMD)

Time 
Allowed for 
completion

Time and date 
of opening of 

tender

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 Internal Electrification of newly construction 
ACB Police Station at Awantipora (Part-1st)

PCD (PHQ) J&K, 
Jammu/ Srinagar

39.99 
lacs 2000/- 79980/- 90 days 12-08-2023 Electrical

2 internal Electrification of newly constructed 
G.Os Mess at Shivpora Srinagar (Part-15t).

PCD (PHQ) J&K, 
Jammu/ Srinagar

29.99 
lacs^ 2000/- 59980/- 60 days 12-08-2023 Electrical

1. Date of Publishing 28-07-2023 at 1600 hours. 
2.  The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov, in from 1630 hours on 28-07-2023
i. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website httpy/jktenders.gov.in from 01-08-2023 to 11-08-2023 upto 1600 Hrs. The bids 

received will be opened at 1100 hours on 12-08-2023 on line.
ii. The complete bidding process will be on line.
iii. Technical bids of bidders shall be opened on line in the office of Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar on 12-08-2023 at 1100 Hrs.
iv. The lowest bidder i e L1 shall be intimated to deposit the original copy of required earnest money in shape of CDR/ FDR and hard copies of all 

relevant documents as mentioned in clause 2 of general instructions to the bidders within five days from opening of financial bids.
v. In light of Govt. Notification issued by Finance Department Civil Secretariat Vide No. A/24(2017)-651 dated:- 07-06-2018, the bidder must 

upload the copy of challan / receipt on account of cost of tender documents remitted in the treasury concerned for that the bidders must write an 
application to be addressed to treasury officer concerned requesting therein for remittance of amount as cost offender documents towards M. H 
0055/ Revenue (others).

vi. The cost of tender documents should be submitted by the bidder in shape of treasury challan / receipt and upload the same.
3. Earnest Money - The earnest money deposit (EMD @ 2% of advertised cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer PCD PHQ 

J&K Jammu/ Srinagar shall be valid for minimum six months or more after the last date of receipt of bids of the sucp^ssful bidder (L1) shall be 
released only after defect liability period, the DLP shall be calculated from the date of successful completion of the work to the satisfaction report 
of Engineer in charge.

4. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in Bid documents contain qualifying criteria for bidder, 
specifications, bill of quantities, conditions and other details.

5. The site for the work is available. The intending bidders are strongly advised to inspect the site of work before bidding.
6. Financial Bids will be opened on line in the office of the Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/Srinagar. If the office happens to be closed on 

the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
7. The bid for the work shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. If any bidder / tenderer withdraws 

his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand 
forfeited.

8 No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted Officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in an Engineering Department of the 
Government is allowed to work as a Contractor for a period of two years after his retirement from Government service, without permission of the 
Government. This contract is liable to be cancelled if either the contractor or any of his employees is found any time to be such a person who had 
not obtained the permission of the Government as aforesaid before submission of the tender or engagement in the Contractor’s Service.

9,  Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
No:-e-NIT/EE-PCD/PHQ/2023-24/4404-11  Executive Engineer 
Dated: 27-07-2023  PCD (PHQ) J&K Jmu/Sgr.

DIPK-6315-23
DT: 03/08/2023

AN ARTIST ADDS FLOWERS on a mural painting drawn over an old building near  Hari 
Singh High Street in Srinagar on Thursday. KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

AAP Holds Protest, Seeks 
Whereabouts Of 9000 
Missing Women

CS Visits 3-Day Solar 
Energy Awareness Camp At 
Civil Secretariat
Encourages Employees To Adopt Solar Energy For 
Substantially Reducing Their Monthly Power Bills

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, 
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta on 
Thursday inspected the stalls 
installed to create awareness 
about the benefits of adopting 
solar energy among the em-
ployees in the lawns of Civil 
Secretariat, Srinagar.

The camp is being held from 
August 02-04 by J&K Energy 
Development Agency (JAKE-
DA), Department of Science & 
Technology in collaboration 
with multiple vendors of re-

newable energy industry and 
other line departments of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Dr Mehta appreciated JAKEDA 
for organizing this awareness 
camp about the GoI sponsored 
Grid connected Solar Rooftop 
Power Plants. He encouraged 
the employees to come forward 
and take lead in adopting this 
clean and reliable energy source 
that would not only reduce 

their power bills substantially 
but simultaneously save our en-
vironment by reducing carbon 
emissions also.

He asked JAKEDA to organize 
more such awareness camps 
across other parts of the UT so 
that people would know about 
rooftop solar plant, KUSUM 
scheme and its financing pat-
tern so that the benefits reach 
all the eligible persons.

The Chief Secretary said that 
renewable sources of energy 
holds great promise  the future as  
government envisions a future 

with reduced dependence on 
fossil fuels by promoting alterna-
tive renewable energy sources. 
He also noted that besides reduc-
ing carbon emissions, the gen-
eration of solar energy through 
rooftop solar programme would 
also offset power requirements 
of domestic consumers in J&K 
thereby aiding our Power Dis-
coms to provide quality power to 
rest of the consumers.

14th MuharraM Procession

Khusipora Serves Example 
Of Unity Among Shia, 
Sunni Muslims

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Amid several mourn-
ing gatherings that take place in 
the month of Muharram across 
Kashmir, very less is known about 
a small hamlet—Khusipora—in 
HMT area of Srinagar's outskirts, 
which hosts one of the largest 
Muharram mourning congrega-
tions in Srinagar on 14th day of 
Muharram.

The residents of the area told a 
local news agency KNO that they 
have an age-old tradition to host 
the mourners on the 14th of Mu-
harram, saying that people spe-
cially from the Shia community-- 
Imamiya School of thought would 
come to their village from every 
nook and corner of the valley.

“Hosting mourners on the 14th 
of Muharram is a privilege and 
honour for us, every household in 
the area makes arrangements for 
the food and tea as the area hosts 

people in thousands,” a local resi-
dent, Bashir Ahmad said.

Kifyat Hussain, village head of 
the area said for the first time after 
the death of Moulana Ifthikar Hus-
sian Ansari, they hosted one of the 
largest gatherings and estimated 
that above 50,000 people had 
gathered in the area.

“We are an area that has around 
450 households and on every 
14th Muharram every household 
makes the preparation for host-
ing the guests, who would come to 
take part in the mourning gather-

ing,” said Hussain.
He said that after Zadibal in Sri-

nagar, the religious gathering is the 
largest in the district and that their 
area ensures everyone is served 
with love and respect.

“We have a brotherhood in the 
area and that should precedence, 
as Muslim brothers from the Sunni 
community in our area would 
come to our house to serve the 
guests on the 14th of Muharram. 
This is how we live in our area,” 
Hussain said.

Sumair Javid, a young boy from 
the Sunni Muslim community 
has a yearly routine to come to 
his friend’s place to lend a helping 
hand in serving lunch and tea to 
a massive gathering of more than 
2000 people.

“This is a yearly routine for me; 
this house belongs to my friend. 
Personally, for me this is a moment 
of happiness as this should reflect 
that we don’t belong to sects but to 

one human race,” he said.
Ejaz Ahmad, another volunteer 

with a group of more Sunni boys 
said that he renders himself avail-
able for volunteer service on the 
14th of Muharram every year, and 
with a purpose that the Muslims 
are one.

“I don’t believe in sects, this area 
is in my neighbourhood, and since 
the time has become mature I take 
part happily on this day to ensure 
my part of service to my neigh-
bours and this gives me happi-
ness,” he said—(KNO)

Over 1,100 Amarnath Pilgrims 
Leave For Cave Shrine

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The 32nd batch of 
Amarnath Yatris with over 
1,100 pilgrims Thursday left 
the base camp here for the holy 
cave shrine in south Kashmir 
Himalayas amid tight security 
arrangements, officials said.

Over 4.3 lakh devotees paid 
obeisance at the 3888-metre 
high shrine since the com-
mencement of the Yatra on July 
1, the officials said.

The 62-day annual pilgrim-
age to Amarnath shrine com-
menced from the twin tracks 
-- the traditional 48-km Nun-
wan-Pahalgam route in An-

antnag and the shorter 14-km 
Baltal route in the Ganderbal 
-- on July 1.

In the early hours of Thurs-
day, 1,198 pilgrims -- 1,023 
men, 116 women, 58 seers and 
a child -- left the Bhagwati 
Nagar base camp here for the 
twin base camps of Baltal and 
Pahalgam in a convoy of 43 ve-
hicles, the officials said.

As many as 932 pilgrims, 
headed for Pahalgam, left in a 
convoy of 33 vehicles, while an-
other convoy of 10 vehicles car-
rying 266 pilgrims left for the 
Baltal base camp, they added.

The Yatra is scheduled to 
conclude on August 31.

Mega Tourism Festival In 
Doda From Aug 5

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir 
tourism department will host a 
two-day festival in the high-alti-
tude resort town of Lal Draman in 
Doda district from August 5.

The event is being organised by 
the Directorate of Tourism, Jam-
mu, the Doda district adminis-
tration, and the Jammu Kashmir 
Academy of Art Culture. It aims to 

showcase the natural beauty and 
cultural heritage of the area and 
promote tourism in the region.

"We are all set to host a two-
day tourism promotion mela at 
Lal Draman in Doda district on the 
August 5 and 6. The event aims 
to promote tourism in the region 
and showcase the natural beauty 
and cultural heritage of the area," 
Director Tourism, Jammu, Vive-
kanand Rai told reporters here. 

Advisor Bhatnagar Conducts Extensive 
Tour Of Tangmarg
Interacts With DDC, BDC Members, PRI Representatives, Locals

Observer News Service

TANGMARG: Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on Thursday con-
ducted an extensive tour of 
Tangmargare of the district 
toevaluate the progress on 
key projects and gain insights 
into the infrastructure and 
educational facilities avail-
able for the residents.

During the visit, the Advi-
sor inspected Water supply 
Scheme at Heing Tangmarg 
being executed under Jal 
Jeevan Mission, inspected 
Govt Middle School Sharai 
and Fazili Kashmiri Memo-
rial Govt Higher Secondary 
School Chamndilora and took 
stock of their functioning as 
well as academic activities.

While inspecting the water 
supply Scheme at Heing, Ad-
visor Bhatnagar highlighted 
that this is a crucial infra-
structure project aimed at 
providing a sustainable and 

reliable water supply to the 
locals here, adding that the 
present LG led Administra-
tion is committed to provide-
tap water to all the residents 
and rural households of Jam-
mu and Kashmir under the 
Jal Jeevan Mission.

The Advisor during the in-
spection took stock of the on-
going works and interacted 
with the project officials as 
well as the representatives of 
executing agency. He empha-
sized upon them to complete 
the project at the earliest so 
that the clean tap water is pro-
vided to the locals of the area.

Meanwhile, Advisor Bhat-
nagar also visited Govern-
ment Middle School Sharai 
and Fazili Kashmiri Memorial 
Government Higher Second-
ary School Chandilora here 
and took first hand appraisal 
of educational infrastruc-
ture as well as assessment 
of quality of education being 
provided to students. The 

Advisor’s visit was aimed 
to gather valuable feedback 
and identify areas that need 
improvement in order to en-
hance the overall educational 
experience for the students.

At Government Middle 
School Sharai, Advisor Bhat-
nagar appreciated the efforts 
of the school staff in main-
taining a conducive learning 
environment at the school. 
He engaged with the teach-
ers, and school management, 
encouraging them to continue 
their dedication towards im-
parting quality education and 
providing a nurturing environ-
ment for the students. He em-
phasized on them to focus on 
extracurricular activities also, 
which are essential for the ho-
listic development of students.

The Advisor on the occa-
sion, also interacted with the 
school children and sought 
feedback from them about 
the academic activities of the 
institution

Meanwhile, at Fazili Kash-
miri Memorial Government 
Higher Secondary School 
Chandilora, Advisor Bhat-
nagar lauded the commit-
ment of the school’s faculty 
in delivering quality educa-
tion to the students. He em-
phasized on the importance 
of continuous professional 
development for teachers 
to stay abreast of the latest 
teaching methodologies and 
technologies.

While interacting with the 
faculty, Advisor Bhatnagar said 
that education is the corner-
stone of progress, and the gov-
ernment is dedicated to foster-
ing an inclusive and enriching 
educational system as per NEP-
2020 across Jammu and Kash-
mir. He emphasized upon the 
faculty of institution to educate 
and empower students as per 
the verticals of Nep-2020 so 
that they can attain knowledge 
and skills to meet the challeng-
es of the future.

DC Budgam Reviews Arrangements For I-Day Celebrations
Observer News Service

BUDGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bud-
gam, Akshay Labroo on 
Thursday chaired a meeting 
to review the preparedness 
for ensuing Independence 
Day-2023 celebrations in 
the district.

The meeting was in-
formed that the main func-
tion of the Day shall be held 
at Sports Stadium Budgam 
while similar functions will 
be held at sub-division and 

Tehsil levels also.
It was also informed that 

contingents of JKP, CRPF, 
NCC, students of various 
government schools will 
participate in the march 
past parade. Besides various 
cultural programmes will 
also be the part of celebra-
tions and a felicitation cer-
emony would also be held.

On the occasion, various 
committees like the hos-
pitality committee, stage 
management committee 
and selection committee 

were formed for the smooth 
conduct of the celebrations.

Different departments 
viz. Education, PHE, R&B, 
DYSSO, Information, Health, 
Sports, Traffic, Motor Ve-
hicles, Police, Floriculture, 
PDD, Municipality and 
Paramilitary Forces were 
directed to look after their 
respective assignments.

The decoration of the 
main venue ground, seating 
arrangements, uninterrupt-
ed power supply, drinking 
water/tanker service, bar-

ricading of venue, medi-
cal aid camp, availability 
of ambulance, deployment 
of fire tenders, transporta-
tion facilities, adequate and 
separate vehicle parking, 
refreshment, invitations, 
PAS system, brochures, 
cleanliness and sanitation 
measures were discussed 
threadbare in the meeting 
while as special emphasis 
was laid on march past pa-
rades cultural programmes, 
refreshments, transporta-
tion, mobile toilets etc.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Local Aam Aadmi 
Party workers on Thursday 
held a demonstration over 
9,000 women going missing 
from the Union Territory, as re-
vealed recently by the National 
Crime Records Bureau.

The protest was held at Press 
Colony here by dozens of AAP 
workers, who held placards 
bearing the question "Why? 
Who? Where? Missing 9765."

AAP media committee Chair-

man Nawab asked Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha to give answers 
on all the missing women.

"We are asking why this 
happened and what is the flaw 
in your system? Who are these 
9,765 and what is the reason 
behind their going missing? 
And where are those missing 
women? Are you doing any-
thing to trace those missing 
people?" he asked.

Nawab also asked Sinha 
about 'human trafficking' al-

legedly taking place in the 
Union Territory.

"Is there any department 
that can protect the honour and 
safety of the women of Jammu 
and Kashmir? This is not a po-
litical issue, this is about secu-
rity and integrity," he said.

According to the NCRB, 8,617 
women and 1,148 girls went 
missing in Jammu and Kash-
mir in three years between 
2019 and 2021. The data of 
the Union Home Ministry was 
tabled in Parliament recently
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Changing 
Healthcare Scene

The healthcare in Jammu and Kashmir has ex-
perienced a  major transformation over the last 
four years. New  medical colleges have been 
established, expanding the medical seat capac-

ity from 500 to an impressive 2,000. The introduction of 
two All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has 
positioned the union territory as a hub for medical edu-
cation. And the establishment of colleges across vari-
ous districts has brought advanced healthcare within 
closer reach of people.

Historically, healthcare in J&K has faced numer-
ous challenges, including limited accessibility to med-
ical facilities, inadequate healthcare infrastructure, 
and geographical barriers that hindered the delivery 
of medical services. However, the current administra-
tion has made a determined effort to change this real-
ity for the better..

In the upcoming academic session, two additional 
medical colleges, situated in Handwara and Udhampur, 
are set to commence operations, each accommodating 
100 students. With their inauguration, the tally of medi-
cal colleges in Jammu and Kashmir will rise to 13, collec-
tively offering 1,300 MBBS seats. This will not only make 
available more seats to MBBS aspirants in a place where 
medicine is one of the most sought after profession but 
also, in turn, enhance accessibility to healthcare.

Simultaneously, the development of two Medici-
ties is currently in progress, one in Jammu and the 
other in Kashmir. An important initiative that has 
made a real difference to the lives of people has been 
the distribution of Golden Cards to over 60 lakh indi-
viduals in the union territory. This initiative aims to 
provide health insurance up to Rs. 5,00,000, encom-
passing all segments of the population. The health 
insurance schemes have alleviated financial burdens 
and facilitated cashless medical care. Also, specialized 
treatments worth Rs 221.66 crore have been provided 
under these initiatives.

Last week, doctors at SKIMS Soura were directed to 
prescribe generic medicines exclusively, and the entry 
of medical representatives into hospital premises was 
restricted. Similarly, the Pradhan Mantri National 
Dialysis Programme has established Dialysis Centres 
across various locations in the region, reducing the 
need for patients to travel elsewhere for such services.

People in Kashmir Valley generally head to other 
parts of the country for specialized treatment. But the 
last four years have witnessed some of India’s major 
hospitals coming or planning to come to Valley which 
hopefully will address the need for the patients to go 
outside for expensive medical treatment. 

However, challenges still persist. There is a need 
for continued investment in healthcare infrastruc-
ture, especially in the remote and mountainous ar-
eas. The healthcare system must also be prepared to 
tackle health emergencies effectively, whether they 
are infectious disease outbreaks or natural disasters. 
Going forward, the administration will be expected to 
address these. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Mercury rising

T
he United Nations Secretary-General, António 
Guterres, this week reiterated the consequences of 
the climate catastrophe that has enveloped the globe. 
The earth had passed from a warming phase into an 

“era of global boiling”, he said at the U.N.’s headquarters in 
New York. His comments come even as scientific evidence 
converges on the conclusion that July is set to be the hottest 
month in the last 12,000 years. This was a “disaster” for the 
whole planet, he said, noting that “short of a mini-Ice Age over 
the next few days, July 2023 will shatter records everywhere”. 
Scientists from the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) and the European Commission’s Copernicus Climate 
Change Service described conditions this month as “rather 
remarkable and unprecedented”, with July seeing the hottest 
three-week period on record. Average July temperature so far 
has been 16.95° Celsius, 0.2° C warmer than in July 2019 — a re-
cord in the 174-year observational data of the European Union.

With ocean temperatures on the rise and the Central Equa-
torial Pacific Ocean transitioning from La Niña conditions — 
where average sea surface temperatures are below normal — 
to El Niño conditions, the opposite, it was widely expected that 
temperatures would be warmer than that in the last three years 
(when La Niña prevailed). However, it is the distribution and 
impact of the 16.95° C, which includes temperature in north-
west China touching 52° C; wildfires in Greece and the bak-
ing heat in the United States’ Southwest. The extraordinarily 
high rains in north and western India, while largely due to 
prevailing monsoon conditions, were also due to the warm air 
increasing atmospheric capacity to hold moisture resulting in 
short torrential bursts, causing floods and devastation. While 
climate prognostication induces pessimism, Mr. Guterres said 
that it was still possible to limit global temperature rise to 1.5° 
C and avoid the very worst of climate change but only with 
“dramatic, immediate climate action”. At a G-20 ministerial 
meet in Chennai the same day, the COP28 President-designate, 
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, also emphasised that the world’s larg-
est economies should be more ambitious with emission cuts. 
While Prime Minister Narendra Modi has promised to make 
India the “third largest economy” if his party is re-elected in 
the general election, it will also mean greater pressure on In-
dia to take on a greater share of greenhouse gas mitigation re-
sponsibilities. This could mean advancing its net zero commit-
ments from 2070 to 2050, as Mr. Guterres says, and generating 
fossil-free electricity by 2040. While these are the testy points 
on which climate negotiations hinge, the climate — it bears re-
minding — waits for nobody.

THE HINDU
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J
UST like humans, dogs re-
quire vaccinations to keep 
healthy and prevent sick-
ness. Dog vaccinations are 

an essential component of provid-
ing better care for one’s so-called 
furry pet. Therefore, it is important 
for every pet owner to be aware of 
dog vaccinations and to vaccinate 
their pets. Avoidance is preferable 
to cure. As per veterinary science 
there are vaccines that can prevent 
diseases in dogs that have been 
tested and are readily available. 
Because their immune systems are 
still developing when the dogs are 

still puppies, they are more prone to 
infections. It is therefore advisable 
to begin immunising them when 
they are infancy stage. Additional 
antibodies that aid in preventing 
disease will be produced as a result 
of vaccinations. There must be a full 
immunisation cycle.

As per Veterinarian unvacci-
nated domestic dogs are more likely 
to infect both humans and other dogs 
with diseases than those who have 
received vaccinations. Unvaccinated 
dogs may potentially quickly infect 
humans with illnesses. Unvaccinated 
dogs can infect their owners’ family 

members, particularly young chil-
dren. Unvaccinated dogs are a major 
source of human disease transmis-
sion, including rabies, parvovirus, 
parainfluenza, giardia, lyme disease, 
hepatitis, distemper, bordetella, ken-
nel cough, and leptospirosis.Mak-
ing Canine vaccinations essential is 
a good idea, but it’s also pivotal to 
understand how tamed tykes are af-
fected by these shots. tykes, for illus-
tration, may have adverse goods fre-
quently. One should make sure that 
possessors schedule vaccinations 
meetly. Veterinarians advise that if 
faves aren’t vaccinated, it could lead 

to Fever, languor, loss of appetite, 
swelling around the face or paws, 
hives, puking, diarrhoea, pain at the 
injection point, and in rare cases, 
anaphylactic shock are a many of the 
side goods.

It’s essential that one has to look 
out for any of the signs that beget 
concern and take tamed canine to the 
veterinary for consultation. So thus 
our central animal husbandry min-
istry should make the vaccination of 
tykes obligatory.

Vijay Kumar
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.
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The Perfectionism Paradox
The Toll of Unattainable Standards on Mental Health

Wasim Kakroo

I
n today's fast-paced, achievement-ori-
ented world, the pursuit of perfection is 
deeply ingrained in our society. From 
academic success to social media pres-

ence, we are constantly bombarded with the 
message that perfection is the ultimate goal. In 
Kashmir, the pursuit of perfection has infest-
ed many lives, especially the young. It starts 
right from the school where new competitions 
have crept-up to certify who is going to “make 
it big” by being the best and nothing less. This 
pursuit stays in the lives of the young as they 
grow up and manifests in new ways. 

However, the relentless pursuit of flaw-
lessness can take a toll on our mental health 
and well-being. In contrast, practicing imper-
fection can be a powerful way to live a men-
tally healthy life. 

Perfectionism is a double-edged sword 
that often leads to an unattainable standard 
of success. Individuals who subscribe to the 
tenets of perfectionism strive for flawless-
ness in every aspect of their lives, setting 
excessively high standards for themselves 
in personal relationships, academics, ca-
reers, and even in their physical appearance. 
Driven by an incessant desire to meet these 
unreachable ideals, they engage in constant 
self-criticism, berating themselves for any 
perceived shortcomings.

The pursuit of perfection becomes a relent-
less and anxiety-inducing journey, as the fear 
of failure looms large over their lives. They 
become trapped in a never-ending cycle of dis-
satisfaction and disappointment, unable to 
fully celebrate their achievements due to an 
unquenchable thirst for perfection. This re-
lentless pursuit can cause burnout, stress, and 
a deterioration of mental health.

While striving for excellence can be a 
healthy and motivating pursuit, perfection-
ism takes it to an unhealthy extreme. It stifles 
creativity and spontaneity, as individuals be-
come paralyzed by the fear of not measuring 
up to their own impossibly high standards. 
Moreover, the pressure to be perfect can alien-
ate others, making it difficult to form mean-
ingful connections with those who may not 
meet their rigid expectations.

Perfectionism is a trait that can have 
significant implications for mental health, 
contributing to various psychological is-
sues such as anxiety disorders, depression, 
eating disorders, Body Dysmorphic Disor-
der (BDD), Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 
(OCD), Borderline Personality Disorder 
(BPD), and Obsessive-Compulsive Personal-
ity Disorder (OCPD).

Anxiety disorders are commonly linked 
to perfectionism. Individuals who strive for 
flawlessness fear making mistakes and expe-
rience constant pressure to be perfect. This 
self-imposed standard triggers feelings of anx-
iety and dread, as they worry about negative 
evaluations from others. Consequently, a form 
of anxiety, such as social anxiety can arise, 
hindering their ability to form and maintain 
meaningful relationships.

Depression is another common mental 
health issue associated with perfectionism. 
The relentless pursuit of perfection can take 
a toll on one's emotional well-being, leading to 
burnout and a deep sense of inadequacy. The 
continuous disappointment in failing to meet 
unrealistic standards can exacerbate feelings 
of hopelessness and contribute to the develop-
ment of depressive symptoms.

Perfectionism also plays a significant 
role in the development and maintenance of 
eating disorders like anorexia and bulimia. 

The desire for a perfect body image and the 
need to control every aspect of life can drive 
disordered eating behaviors. This quest for 
an idealized appearance can lead to danger-
ous patterns of restriction, bingeing, and 
purging, resulting in severe physical and psy-
chological consequences.

Body Dysmorphic Disorder (BDD) is 
another condition closely linked to perfec-
tionism. Individuals with BDD obsess over 
perceived flaws or defects in their appear-
ance, even when these flaws are not visible 
to others. The pursuit of an unattainable 
"perfect" appearance becomes all-consum-
ing, leading to significant distress and im-
pairing daily functioning.

Perfectionism plays a significant role in 
the development, maintenance, and exacer-
bation of Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder 
(OCD). Individuals with perfectionist tenden-
cies often set unattainably high standards for 
themselves, leading to increased anxiety when 
they fail to meet these ideals. OCD symptoms 
emerge as a maladaptive coping mechanism 
to alleviate this distress. Compulsions become 
repetitive rituals aimed at achieving an illu-
sory sense of control and perfection. Paradoxi-
cally, these behaviors reinforce OCD's grip, 
creating a vicious cycle. Perfectionism inten-
sifies the disorder's severity, making it harder 
for individuals to break free from its clutches. 

It is also associated with certain personal-
ity disorders. Borderline Personality Disorder 
(BPD) is characterized by unstable self-image 
and intense fear of abandonment. Perfection-

ism in individuals with BPD may manifest as 
extreme efforts to avoid perceived rejection or 
criticism, leading to emotional volatility and 
difficulty in maintaining stable relationships.

Obsessive-Compulsive Personality Disor-
der (OCPD) is marked by a rigid need for order-
liness and perfectionism in all areas of life. In-
dividuals with OCPD may become excessively 
focused on detail, work, and rules, to the detri-
ment of their social and interpersonal life.

Practicing Imperfection
Embracing imperfection involves culti-

vating self-compassion. Instead of harshly 
criticizing ourselves for not being perfect, we 
should treat ourselves with the same kindness 
and understanding we offer to our loved ones. 
Recognizing that making mistakes is a natural 
part of being human allows us to embrace im-
perfection without self-judgment.

Additionally, it is crucial to set achiev-
able and realistic goals. While ambition is 
commendable, setting unattainable standards 
only sets us up for failure and disappointment. 
By setting manageable goals, we can celebrate 
progress and feel a sense of accomplishment, 
boosting our self-esteem.

Embracing imperfection also helps build 
resilience. When we encounter setbacks or 
failures, we are better equipped to bounce 
back and learn from our experiences. Resil-
ience enables us to adapt to life's challenges 
without being overwhelmed by self-criticism.

Practicing imperfection involves chal-
lenging negative thought patterns related to 
perfectionism. Cognitive-behavioral therapy 
(CBT) can be effective in helping individuals 
identify and change these thought patterns, 
fostering a healthier mindset.

Embracing imperfection means valuing 
the journey rather than fixating solely on the 
destination. By focusing on the process, we 
can savor the growth, learning, and develop-
ment that occurs along the way, even if the 
outcome is not flawless.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 

The author is a licensed clinical psychologist 
(alumni of Govt. Medical College Srinagar) 

and works as a Child, Adolescent and Family 
therapist at Centre for Mental Health Services 

(CMHS) at Rambagh Srinagar. He can be 
reached at 8825067196

In Kashmir, the 
pursuit of perfection 

has infested many lives, 
especially the young. It 
starts right from the school 
where new competitions 
have crept-up to certify 
who is going to “make it 
big” by being the best and 
nothing less. This pursuit 
stays in the lives of the 
young as they grow up and 
manifests in new ways
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THE FIGHT AGAINST HARASSMENT IS 
A COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY THAT 
REQUIRES A CONCERTED EFFORT FROM 
INDIVIDUALS, INSTITUTIONS, AND SOCIETY 
AS A WHOLE. By implementing preventive 
strategies, empowering women, and engaging 
youth and NGOs in advocacy, we can create a 
safer environment for women in public spaces

Think
Opinion   Analysis  Essays

Breaking The Silence
Combating Harassment on Buses in Kashmir

Social Media Showoff vs. Reality
THE ILLUSION UNVEILED

The stark contrast between curated online personas and authentic lives

Irfan Attari Kashmiri

H
arassment against women in 
public spaces, such as buses, 
offices, and other places, 
continues to be a perva-
sive issue across the globe. 

This form of gender-based violence has 
a profound impact on the physical and 
mental well-being of women, hindering 
their ability to fully participate in soci-
ety. However, in recent years, there has 
been a growing recognition of the need 
to prevent and address such incidents. In 
this article, we will delve into the strat-
egies to prevent harassment, the role of 
youth and NGOs in creating change, and 
how individuals can raise their voices to 
combat this social ill.

THE PREVALENCE OF HARASSMENT
Harassment against women is an 

alarming reality that has existed for 
decades. In public spaces like buses, 
women often face unwelcome advances, 
catcalling, and even physical assault. 
Workplaces, too, have not been immune 
to harassment, as women have been 
subjected to inappropriate comments, 
unwanted advances, and more subtle 
forms of discrimination. Such behavior 
perpetuates a hostile environment, con-
tributing to a cycle of fear and silence 
that needs to be broken.

PREVENTING HARASSMENT
Preventing harassment requires a 

multifaceted approach that involves 
both individuals and institutions. Pro-
moting awareness and education about 
harassment is crucial to change societal 
attitudes. Comprehensive educational 
programs can be integrated into school 
curriculums and workplace training ses-
sions, raising awareness about what con-
stitutes harassment and its detrimental 
impact on individuals and society.

Women should be encouraged to 
stand up for their rights and assert 
themselves confidently in public spaces. 
Empowerment can be achieved through 
self-defense training, mentorship pro-
grams, and by celebrating strong female 
role models.

Additionally, employers and public 
transport authorities must enforce strin-
gent anti-harassment policies. Transpar-
ent reporting mechanisms should be 

established, ensuring that victims can 
safely report incidents without fear of 
retaliation.

The use of surveillance cameras and 
mobile applications that allow individu-
als to report incidents in real-time can 
also act as a deterrent and aid in holding 
perpetrators accountable.

THE ROLE OF YOUTH AND NGOS
The youth and NGOs play a pivotal 

role in the fight against harassment. As 
agents of change, they can foster safe 
spaces. Youth-led initiatives can create 
safe spaces for women to share their 
experiences and express their concerns. 
These forums not only provide emotion-
al support but also encourage collective 
action against harassment.

NGOs can also advocate for policy re-
forms and the implementation of laws 
that prioritize the safety and well-being 
of women. They can lobby for better 
transportation infrastructure, increased 
law enforcement presence, and special-
ized support services for victims.

Furthermore, youth and NGOs can col-
laborate on awareness campaigns using 
social media, workshops, and community 
events. These campaigns challenge soci-
etal norms, shatter stereotypes, and foster 

empathy among communities.Youth-led 
NGOs can organize workshops on gender 
sensitivity and consent as well, to sensi-
tize both men and women about their 
roles in preventing harassment.
RAISING ONE'S VOICE

To raise one's voice against harass-
ment, individuals can take several steps:
1. Speak Up: If you witness harass-

ment, speak up and intervene if it's 
safe to do so. Show solidarity with 
the victim and help create a sense of 
collective responsibility.

2. Report Incidents: If you experience 
or witness harassment, report it to 
the appropriate authorities, wheth-
er it's the workplace HR department 
or public transport authorities. Your 
report may be crucial in holding the 
perpetrator accountable.

3. Support Survivors: If someone con-
fides in you about their harassment 
experience, be a supportive listener. 
Encourage them to seek profession-
al help if needed.

4. Engage in Advocacy: Join or sup-
port local NGOs working to combat 
harassment. Participate in rallies, 
sign petitions, and demand policy 
changes that prioritize women's 
safety.

A RESILIENT STAND: MARIA'S JOURNEY 
FROM BUDGAM TO SRINAGAR

Note: The following story is not based 
on true events. The name "Maria" is a 
pseudonym used to protect the individ-
ual's privacy.

In the picturesque region of Kashmir, 
Maria, a young professional, embarked 
on her daily commute from Budgam to 
Srinagar via the local bus. The serene 
landscapes provided a stark contrast to 
the challenges she faced during her jour-
ney, as she encountered an issue all too 
common for women in public spaces.

One winter morning, as Maria boarded 
the bus, she noticed a man who seemed 
to be staring at her intensely. She tried to 

brush it off, attributing it to mere curiosity. 
However, as the journey progressed, she 
sensed his gaze becoming more intrusive, 
causing a sense of unease to settle in.

Maria had heard stories from her 
friends and colleagues about similar 
incidents on buses, and her heart sank 
as she realized she was facing a similar 
situation. As the bus meandered through 
the winding roads of Kashmir, the man 
in question moved closer to Maria, in-
vading her personal space.

Fear gripped her heart, but she re-
membered the stories she had heard 
about courageous women who stood up 
against harassment. Drawing strength 
from those tales, Maria mustered the 
courage to confront the situation. In a 
firm voice, she spoke up, "Please main-
tain some distance; you are making me 
uncomfortable."

The man seemed taken aback by her 
assertiveness, and for a moment, the bus 
fell silent. Maria was afraid of potential 
backlash, but she knew she had to take 
a stand for her dignity and safety. To her 
relief, the man eventually backed away, 
seemingly aware that his inappropriate 
behavior was not going unnoticed.

Although the immediate threat had 
been thwarted, Maria couldn't shake 
the feeling of vulnerability. She reflected 
on the pervasive nature of harassment 
faced by women in public spaces and felt 
a growing determination to challenge 
this societal norm.

During her lunch break, Maria shared 
her experience with her friends at work. 
Surprisingly, they revealed similar en-
counters and acknowledged that such 
incidents were far too common. Togeth-
er, they decided to raise awareness about 
harassment on buses in Kashmir.

As a close-knit group, they decided 
to use pseudonyms in public to protect 
their identities. They organized work-
shops and awareness campaigns, reach-
ing out to local NGOs for guidance and 
support. They also collaborated with the 

transportation authorities to advocate 
for safer commuting experiences for 
women.

The campaign began to gain traction, 
with more and more women sharing 
their experiences. Each story added to 
the collective strength of their cause, and 
Maria felt empowered by the growing 
support. The initiative attracted media 
attention, and the use of pseudonyms 
allowed them to speak openly without 
fear of reprisal.

In an unprecedented move, the trans-
portation authorities in Kashmir took 
note of Maria and her team's efforts. 
They recognized the need for change 
and, following successful discussions 
with the group, committed to imple-
menting specific measures.

Maria and her team successfully per-
suaded the authorities to install surveil-
lance cameras on buses traveling be-
tween Budgam and Srinagar. This step 
aimed to deter potential harassers and 
ensure greater safety for passengers. 
Furthermore, a dedicated helpline was 
established for reporting incidents of 
harassment in real-time, offering imme-
diate assistance to those in distress.

As the days turned into weeks, the 
impact of the campaign became evi-
dent. Reports of harassment on buses 
decreased significantly, and women felt 
a renewed sense of confidence while 
commuting. The success of their initia-
tive transcended regional boundaries, 
inspiring other communities to take 
similar actions.

Maria's journey from being a silent 
victim to a fierce advocate resonated 
deeply with women across Kashmir. As 
she traveled on the bus from Budgam 
to Srinagar, she felt a newfound sense 
of pride in her community's resilience. 
Her pseudonymous identity allowed her 
to speak up without fear, and her deter-
mination brought about positive change.

The story of Maria's unwavering re-
solve remains an enduring testament to 
the power of collective action and the 
impact of standing up against harass-
ment. The legacy of her courage con-
tinues to inspire generations of women 
to reclaim their spaces and assert their 
right to safety, dignity, and freedom as 
they journey through life.

The fight against harassment is a col-
lective responsibility that requires a 
concerted effort from individuals, insti-
tutions, and society as a whole. By im-
plementing preventive strategies, em-
powering women, and engaging youth 
and NGOs in advocacy, we can create a 
safer environment for women in public 
spaces. Raising our voices against ha-
rassment is not just an act of empathy, 
but a transformative step towards build-
ing an inclusive and equitable society for 
all. Only then can we hope to eradicate 
the pervasive issue of harassment and 
create a world where women can thrive 
without fear.

The author is a Social Activist/ Writer , 

President of Foundation For Youth Web 

& Student Of Cybersecurity

Syed Faraz

In the digital age, social media has be-
come an integral part of our lives, of-
fering a platform for self-expression, 

connection, and networking. However, 
behind the glossy filters and meticu-
lously crafted posts lies a pervasive issue 
– the culture of social media showoff. 
People often present idealized versions 
of themselves, showcasing only the high-
lights while concealing the struggles and 
imperfections that make us human.

THE ALLURE OF THE PERFECT IMAGE
Social media platforms entice us-

ers to showcase an image of perfection. 
From exotic vacations to mouthwater-
ing meals, glamorous events, and envy-
inducing possessions, users often proj-
ect an idyllic life that appears to be the 
epitome of happiness and success. This 
portrayal, albeit a curated one, garners 
attention, likes, and validation from fol-
lowers, feeding a cycle of seeking exter-

nal approval and admiration.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT
As individuals constantly compare 

their realities to the seemingly perfect 
lives of others, it can lead to feelings of 
inadequacy, anxiety, and even depres-
sion. The pressure to maintain an im-
peccable image pushes many to strive 
for unattainable standards, triggering a 
detrimental impact on mental health. 
Moreover, this obsession with external 
validation may hinder authentic con-
nections and discourage vulnerability, 
essential components of genuine human 
interaction.

UNVEILING THE REALITY
Amidst the facade of grandeur, a grow-

ing movement emerges, encouraging 
transparency and authenticity on social 
media. Influencers, celebrities, and every-
day users are stepping forward to unveil 
the reality behind the perfectly curated 
images. Some share their struggles, set-

backs, and moments of vulnerability, 
breaking down the illusion of perfection 
and encouraging a more genuine, relat-
able online presence.

EMBRACING REALNESS AND BALANCE
While social media can be a power-

ful tool for inspiration and connection, 
it's crucial to strike a balance between 
its benefits and potential pitfalls. Ac-
knowledging that life is a mix of ups and 
downs, and that imperfections are part 
of the human experience, is essential in 
fostering a healthier relationship with 
social media.

TIPS FOR A MORE AUTHENTIC ONLINE 
PRESENCE
1. Be Genuine: Share your authentic 

experiences, joys, and challenges. Em-
brace vulnerability, as it fosters mean-
ingful connections with others.

2. Limit Comparison: Remember that 
social media is a highlight reel, not 
the full story. Comparing your life 

to others' curated posts only fosters 
negative emotions.

3.  Mindful Consumption: Be con-
scious of the content you consume. 
Unfollow accounts that trigger feel-
ings of inadequacy or promote unre-
alistic standards.

4. Seek Support: If social media is af-
fecting your mental well-being, 
don't hesitate to seek support from 
friends, family, or mental health 
professionals.

5. Balance Online and Offline:Take 
breaks from social media to focus on 
real-life connections, hobbies, and 
personal growth.

In conclusion, social media showoff 
culture has created a stark contrast be-
tween online personas and authentic 
lives. By embracing transparency and 
vulnerability, we can foster genuine con-
nections and ultimately redefine the way 
we use social media, making it a force for 
positivity, understanding, and authentic 
self-expression.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office of the Executive Engineer, Trans. Line Maintt. Division-7, 
JKPTCL Bemina, Srinagar-190010

Ph. No. 0194-3516481  e-mail: tlmd7.jkptcl@gmail.com 
 NOTICE  INVITING  TENDER
e-NIT No: TLMD-7/12 of 2023

 Dated: 31 : 07 :2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, the Executive Engineer Transmission Line Maintenance 
Division-7, Srinagar, hereby invites     e-Tenders valid for 120 days, from eligible, experienced and registered professional/
Consultancy firms having vast experience in Consultancy and designing, for providing of the below mentioned services as 
per Terms, Conditions, Technical Specifications and Schedules thereto mentioned in Standard Bidding Document. 
The Cost of Tender Documents shall be deposited into the bank Account of Transmission Line Maintenance Division-7, 
Srinagar bearing CD A/C No. 0367010200000182, JK Bank Branch Tankepora and the bank receipt shall be uploaded.  
The EMD in the form of CDR/FDR pledged to  Executive Engineer TLMD-7, JKPTCL Srinagar shall be uploaded and the 
original  bank instrument shall be deposited alongwith hard copy of tender upto the specified date.    
    The Standard Bidding Document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in

S. No Description of Work  Qty Estimated  Cost of 
the project (INR 
Lacs)

Cost of Tender Docu-
ments (Non refund-
able) INR

EMD 

  1. Consultancy services including providing of Draw-
ings, estimates, finalization of tender documents, 
Monitoring, Inspection & Quality control during 
execution of work for Strengthening and recasting of 
tower foundations of 220kV D/c Alusteng-Mirbazar 
Transmission Line  (Capex 2023-24).

As per BOQ 453.27 1000.00 Rs. 27000

1. The Bidding Documents consisting of Pre-Qualifying Requirements / eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of 
Quantities (BOQ), set of Terms and Conditions of the contract and other related details can be seen/downloaded from 
the J&K State Government’s website http://www.jktenders.gov.in,  as per Scheduled of dates given below:-

LIST OF IMPORTANT DATES

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 31-07-2023
2 Online Start date of downloading of Tender Documents 01-08-2023 (10:00Hrs.)
3 Online Start date & time of e-Bid submission 02-08-2023 (14:00 Hrs.)
4 Online Last date & time of e-Bid submission 10-08-2023 (14:00 Hrs.)
5 Last date for submission of hardcopies 10-08-2023 (14:00 Hrs.)
6 Online Techno-Commercial Bids Opening Date & time 11-08-2023 (16:00Hrs.)
7 Date and time of opening of Price e-Bid (Only of the technically 

qualified Bidders)
The date & time of opening of price e-bids 
shall be notified separately

8 Position of AA and TEC Accorded
9 Position of funds Available 

2. The Techno-Commercial Bids of all participating Bidders shall be opened online in the office of Executive En-
gineer, TLMD-7, Bemina Srinagar. The date & time of opening of Price Bids of the qualifying bidders shall be notified 
on J&K Government’s website http://www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the Bidders automatically through e-mail 
message. The hardcopies shall have to be submitted in the office of Executive Engineer TLMD-7 Bemina Srinagar by 10-
08-2023 (14:00 Hrs).
3. Before participating in the online Bids, the intending Bidders shall visit each tower location and get acquainted 
with the topography of site of work and local conditions thereof.
4. Clarifications, if any, can also be sought from the office of the undersigned on any working day or through e-
mail Id: tlmd7.jkptcl@gmail.com or on phone No. 0194-3516481 during the working hours.
5. The Department reserves the right to reject any or all the Bids at any stage without assigning any reason thereof. 

Sd- 
Executive Engineer

TLMD-7 Srinagar
No: TLMD-7/TS/1283-86          
DIPK-NB-2405/23  
Dated: 03:  08: 2023

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

Office Of The General Manager District  Industries Centre Kupwara
FAX/Tel/01955252323

NOTICE

Subject:- Change of Constitution from Partnership to proprietorship in favour of M/s Vilgami Engineers Vilgam

M/s Vilgami Engineers Vilgam stands registered formally   with this office under registration NO:01/01/11/00099/PMT/ dat-
ed:-21-11-209 for the activity of Gates Grills,Roof Trusses,Angle Iron posts,Steel Bridges,Steel Furniture & Crate Mesh(Mannual).The 
unit holder has approached to this office for change of constitution from partnership concern to proprietorship concern.

Objections are invited from all concerned and public in general in this regard, if any. The objections should reach to the office of 
undersigned within seven days from the issuance of this notice. After expiry of date, no objection/claim will be entertained in this 
regard. 

NO:DIC/Kup/Dir/362
DIPK-6329/23  
Dated:- 03-08-2023

General Manager 
DIC Kupwara

How To Beat Extreme Heat: Fan-Cooled 
Beds And Other Gadgets

Bloomberg

 

A
s extreme heat blankets the globe 
from Phoenix to Athens, entre-
preneurs are responding with an 
array of personal cooling devices 

that can help reduce health risks for every-
one from infants to outdoor workers.

At Tokyo's annual Extreme Heat Coun-
termeasures Exhibition last week the focus 
was on how to keep workers in high-tem-
perature environments, like construction 
sites and factories, cool and reduce the risk 
of heat stroke. As fossil fuel emissions ac-
celerate climate change and with July set to 
become the world's hottest month on record, 
there is growing appetite for the products 
from consumers and public institutions.

"We're getting more orders from pub-
lic facilities, like school gyms, to use our 
product," said Hayato Ohashi, who works 
in sales at industrial fan manufacturer 
Earth Blower Japan Inc. "The heat is just 
getting extraordinary in the last decade-it's 
not something that will suddenly disappear 
next year." 

Japan has one of the world's oldest 
populations and its citizenry is particu-
larly at risk from extreme temperatures. In 
2020, 86% of heat wave deaths were among 
people above the age of 65, according to the 
environment ministry. And Japan isn't the 
only country aiming to safeguard people: 
last week US President Joe Biden said the 
nation is spending $100 billion a year to pro-
tect Americans from extreme heat.

Here are six cooling products showcased at the trade 
show in Tokyo. 

Baby carriers and beds 
Tokyo-based Kuchofuku Co. has been 

making fan-equipped apparel like vests 
and jackets favored by many Japanese con-

struction workers for decades. The compa-
ny has redesigned some of its products as 
casual wear and home products for general 
consumers. 

Fan-based cooling apparel works by ac-
celerating airflow to dry perspiration and 
typically uses less energy than air-condi-
tioning. The approach works best in more 
humid places where perspiration doesn't 
evaporate efficiently. 

Kuchofuku's offerings included a fan-
equipped baby carrier and a bed. The mat-
tress, which is made of a sheet of flexible, 

mesh-like padding, has an electricity-pow-
ered fan at the foot that sucks air from the 
headboard to boost circulation and keep 
sheets dry. The baby carrier fans are bat-
tery powered.

Large-scale fans
Earth Blower Japan produces large-

scale fans nearly 2 meters (6 feet 6 inches) 
tall that blew visitors passing its booth with 
a strong breeze. Fans come in a variety of 
models, with names of Japanese deities, 
like thunder god "Raijin" or wind god "Fu-

jin Max."
Ohashi emphasized the flexibility that 

fans offer because they can easily be trans-
ported to new locations and provide imme-
diate relief. Although factories and logistics 
centers are the regular customers, the com-
pany has also rented out its blowers for use 
at stadiums, including for some of the sport-
ing events during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games.

Fans can also limit power costs. Al-
though expenses vary according to the cost 
of electricity, Ohashi said running its big-

gest fan for eight hours a day for a month 
excluding weekends typically only costs 
around 10,000 yen ($72).

Safety helmets
Many of the products on display tar-

geted outdoor workers. Because of Japan's 
aging population many of its laborers at 
construction sites or in agriculture are at 
higher risk of heat stroke. 

Hyogo prefecture-based Toyo Safety In-
dustrial Co. showcased a safety helmet with 
a fan installed at the base that circulates air 
around the wearer's head. The fans that are 
detachable and rechargeable.

Wearables
Tokyo-based Biodata Bank Inc. has de-

veloped a wearable device that alerts people 
when they are at risk of heatstroke. 

Its Heat Warning Watch Canaria beeps 
when the wearer's core body temperature 
exceeds unhealthy levels. Priced at 4,950 
yen, the watch can be used for four months 
without charging. The device is aimed at 
outdoor workers and athletes.

The product is currently sold in Japan 
and Europe, and the company has seen de-
mand increase in European countries amid 
heat waves in recent years.

For pets 
Some firms are eyeing products for 

four-legged animals. 
Manufacturer A-Mec Co. developed a 

mesh vest with pockets to carry cold packs 
for dogs to keep pets cool in hot weather. 
The vests, which come in four sizes and 
range in price between 4,950 yen and 7,150 
yen, are also sold in the US market. 

Businesses have become increasingly 
aware of demand for animal cooling prod-
ucts, and retailers like Sweet Mommy also 
offer fan-based cooling vests for pets.

Why India Can Afford To Wait And 
Watch Before Regulating AI

360info.org
 

I
ndia should not rush with a 
comprehensive law that might 
become outdated quickly.

India's position on regu-
lating AI has swung between 
extremes from no regulation to 
regulation based on a risk-based, 
no-harm approach.

In April this year, the Indian 
government said it would not regu-
late AI to help create an enabling, 
pro-innovation environment 
which could possibly catapult In-
dia to global leadership in AI-relat-
ed tech.

However, just two months later 
the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology indicated 
India would regulate AI through 
the Digital India Act.

Taking a U-turn from the ear-
lier position of no-regulation, min-
ister Rajeev Chandrasekhar said: 
Our approach towards AI regula-
tion or indeed any regulation is 
that we will regulate it through the 
prism of user harm.

In a labour intensive economy 
like India, the issue of job losses 
because of AI replacing people is 
relatively stark.

However, the minister claimed: 
While AI is disruptive, there is min-
imal threat to jobs as of now. The 
current state of development of AI 
is task-oriented, it cannot reason or 
use logic. Most jobs need reasoning 
and logic which currently no AI is 
capable of performing. AI might be 
able to achieve this in the next few 
years, but not right now.

Such an assessment seems only 
partially correct because there are 
many routine, somewhat low-skill 
tasks that AI can perform. Given 
the preponderance of low-skill jobs 
in India, their replacement by AI 
can have a significant and adverse 
impact on employment.

India should not rush with a 
comprehensive law that might be-
come outdated quickly

Drafts of the upcoming Digital 
Personal Data Protection Bill 2023 
leaked in the media suggest that 
personal data of Indian citizens 
may be shielded from being used 
for training AI.

It seems this position was in-
spired by questions US regulators 
have posed to Open AI about how 
it scraped personal data without 
user consent. If this becomes law 
though it is hard to see how this 
can be implemented because of the 
way training data is collected and 
used the deemed consent that al-
lows such scraping of data in the 
public interest will cease to exist.

The Indian government's posi-
tion has clearly evolved over time. 
In mid-2018, the government think 
tank, Niti Aayog, published a strat-
egy document on AI. Its focus was 
on increasing India's AI capabili-
ties, reskilling workers given the 
prospect of AI replacing several 
types of jobs and evolving policies 
for accelerating the adoption of AI 
in the country.

The document underlined In-
dia's limited capabilities in AI re-
search. It therefore recommended 
incentives for core and applied re-

search in AI through Centres of Re-
search Excellence in AI and more 
application-focused, industry-led 
International Centre(s) for Trans-
formational Artificial Intelligence.

It also proposed reskilling of 
workers because of the anticipated 
job losses to AI, the creation of jobs 
that could constitute the new ser-
vice industry and recognising and 
standardising informal training 
institutions.

It advocated accelerating the 
adoption of AI by creating multi-
stakeholder marketplaces. This 
would enable smaller firms to dis-
cover and deploy AI for their en-
terprises through the marketplace, 
thus overcoming information 
asymmetry tilted in favour of large 
companies that can capture, clean, 
standardise data and train AI mod-
els on their own.

It emphasised the need for com-
piling large, annotated, dynamic 
datasets, across domains possibly 
with state assistance which can 
then be readily used by industry to 
train specific AI.

In early 2021, the Niti Aayog 
published a paper outlining how AI 
should be used responsibly. This set 
out the context for AI regulation.

It divided the risks of narrow 
AI (task-focused rather than a gen-
eral artificial intelligence) into two 
categories: direct system impacts 
and the more indirect social im-
pacts arising out of the general de-
ployment of AI such as malicious 
use and targeted advertisements, 
including political ones.
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Brand Gurugram Takes A 
Hit After Haryana Clashes

Parliament Passes Bill To Provide Fixed 50-
Year Production Lease For Offshore Minerals

India Restricts Import Of 
Laptops, Computers

India's Construction Sector 
Second Largest Employment 
Generator: Report Food Industry Impacted By 

High Commodity Prices : 
Britannia Ind

Saudi Extends 
Cut Of 1 Million 
Barrel Of Oil A 
Day Through 
Sep

Associated Press

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia said 
Thursday it will extend its 
unilateral production cut of 
1 million barrels of 
oil a day through 
the end of Septem-
ber in its effort to 
boost flagging en-
ergy prices.

The Saudi cut of 1 
million barrels per 
day, which began 
in July, comes as the 
other OPEC+ pro-
ducers have agreed 
to extend ear-
lier production cuts 
through next year. The 
kingdom announced the ex-
tension in a statement on the 
state-run Saudi Press Agency.

The move was widely ex-
pected by analysts.

DGCA Issues 993 Commercial Pilot 
Licences This Year Jul 24: Govt Data

Govt To Develop Model Infrastructure, 
Special Facilities In Verinag: CS

Reuters

GURUGRAM: Communal 
clashes in Delhi's neighbour 
Gurugram this week have 
worsened religious fault lines 
in the region and exposed 
a booming business hub to 
threats of violence and dis-
ruption, authorities and ana-
lysts said.

Seven people were killed 
and over 70 injured in riot-
ing in Nuh and Gurugram dis-
tricts of Haryana after a Hindu 
procession was targeted and 
a mosque attacked in retalia-
tion.

The 48-hour cycle of vio-
lence which was put out on 
Wednesday has brought to 
the fore Hindu-Muslim ten-
sions brewing in the region 
since 2015, a year after the BJP 
came to power in the centre 
and Haryana.

The lynching of two Muslim 
men in the region earlier this 
year by suspected Hindu vigi-
lantes and the failure to nab 
the main suspect had wors-
ened tensions, with the main 
suspect saying on social me-
dia that he would participate 
in the procession this week.

Ultimately he did not show 
up, police said.

"It has been shocking to see 
how distrust between two 
communities spilled onto the 
streets," Haryana Home Min-
ister Anil Vij told Reuters.

"Security has been re-
stored... bringing relief and 
social harmony will take 
time," Mr Vij said, adding that 
authorities understand safety 

concerns of businesses in Gu-
rugram.

Gurugram, formerly known 
as Gurgaon, is a city of over 
1.5 million people that shares 
a border with Delhi.

A new urban centre with 
glitzy high-rises, luxury ho-
tels, malls and gated condo-
miniums, it is home to mul-
tinational firms, large Indian 
corporates and start-ups, with 
250 of the Fortune 500 com-
panies having offices here.

Among the multinationals 
with offices here are Google, 
American Express, Dell, Sam-
sung, Ernst & Young and De-
loitte. Suzuki's main India plant 
is also located near Gurugram.

Because of the violence, 
many companies allowed em-
ployees to work from home on 
Tuesday while schools and col-
leges were shut before resum-
ing classes on Wednesday.

In the past, Gurugram has 
seen tensions over Muslims 
holding Friday prayers in 
public spaces and meat sales 

during Hindu festivals, which 
Hindu groups wanted banned 
to respect their sentiment.

"Muslim men attacked the 
Hindu procession and killed 
many of our people," said 
Praveen Babbar, a leader of 
Hindu Yuva Vahini (Hindu 
Youth Force). "Every action 
will have not just equal, but 
sometimes even more brazen 
reaction," he said.

Nuh Congress MLA Aftab 
Ahmed blamed local police 
for not acting fast enough 
even though he had alerted 
them about "provocative 
statements" being made by 
Hindu leaders.

Haryana Police, however, 
said they acted swiftly and 
prevented riots from spread-
ing, and that two of its men 
were killed in the violence.

Analysts said the violence 
is worrying for the message it 
sends to businesses at a time 
India is seeking more invest-
ment under its "Make in In-
dia" campaign.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A bill to pro-
vide a fixed 50-year produc-
tion lease for offshore min-
erals was passed by Rajya 
Sabha today amid a walkout 
by the opposition members 
over the situation in ethnic 
violence-hit Manipur.

When the Upper House 
reassembled for the post-
lunch session, Coal and 
Mines Minister Pralhad Joshi 
moved The Offshore Areas 
Mineral (Development and 
Regulation) Amendment 
Bill, 2023 for consideration 
even as the opposition par-
ties insisted on a discussion 
on the Manipur situation.

The bill to amend the Off-
shore Areas Mineral (De-
velopment and Regulation) 
Act, 2002 was passed by Lok 
Sabha on Tuesday.

Discussion on the bill 
continued even after the 
members of opposition par-
ties, including the Congress, 
RJD, TMC, AAP, CPI and CPM, 
staged a walkout from the 
Rajya Sabha for the second 
time in the day after they 
were not allowed to raise 
the Manipur issue.

Members including Sasmit 
Patra (BJD), Anil Sukhdeorao 

Bonde (BJP), M Thambidurai 
(AIADMK), K Laxman (BJP), V 
Vijayasai Reddy (YSRCP) and 
Ramji (BSP) took part in the 
discussion.

In his reply to the discus-
sion, Joshi sought to address 
concerns raised by some of 
the members over the impact 
of offshore mining on the 
marine ecosystem and its im-
plications on the livelihood of 
those dependent on the seas, 
especially fishermen.

There are so many safe-
guards through legislations 
and rules, he said and as-
serted that "environment 
legislations will be followed 
and states and all other 
stakeholders also will be duly 
consulted and all laws will 
be applicable in the offshore 
areas." "This is not sea-bed 
mining. It happens in the 
continental shelf within our 

exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) and the entire world is 
doing it and only India is not 
doing it," the minister said.

Before notifying any off-
shore area for the grant 
of lease, the ministry will 
consult many other minis-
tries, including ministries 
of fisheries, forest, climate 
change, home and defence 
along with state govern-
ments, he said adding there 
is no question of violation 
of any law and the prior-
ity remains the protection 
of marine biodiversity and 
livelihood of fishermen.

Citing examples of Myan-
mar, Thailand, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Indonesia and Namibia, 
Joshi said these countries are 
already doing offshore mining 
while protecting marine eco-
systems and those people who 
are dependent on the sea.

J&K Bank MD & CEO 
Visits DPS Srinagar, 
Felicitates Toppers
Providing quality education to our young generation 
is a great service to the nation: Baldev Prakash

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: With a common 
aim to propagate culture of 
serving people for the better-
ment of their future, J&K Bank’s 
collaboration with major insti-
tutions like Delhi Public School 
(Srinagar) will reach to new 
heights in days to come.

This was stated by J&K Bank 
MD & CEO Baldev Prakash dur-
ing a felicitation ceremony at 
DPS School Srinagar.

The Bank’s MD & CEO and Pro 
Vice-Chairman DPS Vijay Dhar 
jointly felicitated Madiha Tariq 
and Fawaz Banday for secur-
ing first positions in recently 
declared CBSE results of class 
12th and 10th for session 2022-
23 in presence of Bank’s Gen-
eral Manager Syed Rais Maq-
bool and Principal DPS Shafaq 
Afshan amid a gathering of 
students, faculty members and 
bank officials. MD & CEO was 
invited by the school manage-
ment to be the chief guest on 
the occasion.

Highlighting the significance 
of quality education and finan-
cial literacy in equal measure, 

MD and CEO highlighted the 
role of J&K Bank in helping es-
tablish educational institutions 
like DPS Srinagar.

“It fills my heart with pride 
that J&K Bank – the premier 
financial institution of Jammu 
and Kashmir – has initially fi-
nanced towards the creation of 
this great space of learning and 
innovation.  Providing quality 
education to our young genera-
tion is a great service to the na-
tion and J&K Bank will continue 
collaborating with institutions 
like DPS for upgradation of 
educational infra-structure. A 
well-drilled financial literacy 
campaign is also being car-
ried out to ensure students are 
made aware about the basics of 
banking and finance from an 
early age” he said.

On the occasion, MD & CEO 
was taken on a guided tour 
along his team to different 
facilities of DPS including Li-
brary, Sports Arena and Learn-
ing Research Centre - specially 
established for educating and 
equipping specially-abled chil-
dren – wherein the visitors in-
teracted with the students and 

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: FMCG major Bri-
tannia Industries Limited said 
that the food sector in which it 
operates has been significantly 
impacted by high commodity 
prices, rising interest rates and 
due to the fall out of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict.

The long term effects of these 
factors continue to be felt ex-
tensively, the company said in 
its annual report for 2022-23.

It said that although commod-
ity prices were volatile and infla-
tion was at unprecedented levels, 
the post-COVID normalisation of 
economic activities supported 
growth throughout 2022-23. 
During the last fiscal, the major 
challenge confronting the food 
industry was managing infla-
tion in the cost of key inputs 
like wheat, milk, sugar, palm oil 
and crude oil, the company an-
nual report said.

The foods vertical of Britan-
nia comprise segments like 
biscuits, cakes, rusks, bread 
and dairy.

On the outlook for the foods 
vertical, the company said that 

businesses in the country are 
still optimistic on demand con-
ditions despite apprehensions 
about global recession.

The inflation trajectory dur-
ing the coming year will de-
pend on a host of domestic and 
global factors. The outlook for 
food prices and rural growth 
will depend significantly on 
the climate and adequacy of 
monsoon rain, it said.

Britannia said that the com-
pany's international business 
weathered the difficult infla-
tionary environment and ex-
panded to new geographies 
during 2022-23. The compa-
ny's strategy in its international 
business is to strengthen brand 
equity, offer new products, es-
tablish and grow local opera-
tions in fast emerging markets 
like contract manufacturing, 
acquisitions and joint ventures.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Thursday imposed import 
restrictions on laptops, tablets, 
and certain types of computers 
with immediate effect for secu-
rity reasons and the need to pro-
mote domestic manufacturing.

The move will also curtail 
inbound shipments of these 
goods from countries like Chi-
na and Korea.

Importers of these items 
would now have to seek per-
mission or license from the 
government for their inbound 
shipments.

A senior government official 
said that there are a variety of 
reasons for imposing these re-
strictions but the primary is "to 
ensure that the security of our 
citizens is fully safeguarded".

The official also said that in-
ternet penetration is increasing 
in the country in a bigger way 
and in this background Indian 
citizens need to have an envi-
ronment and ecosystem, where 
they are not exposed to ma-
chines or instruments which 
might have security risks.

"Some of the hardwares 
could potentially have security 
related issues and could com-

promise sensitive and personal 
data, we have taken into ac-
count few of those goods," he 
added.

The Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade (DGFT) in a no-
tification, however, said certain 
exemptions have been given 
against these curbs.

"Import of laptops, tablets, 
all-in-one personal comput-
ers, and ultra small form fac-
tor computers, servers... is 
'restricted' with immediate ef-
fect," it said.

The official further said that 
"safety is the top most prior-
ity" of the government and the 
move is in compliance with the 
rules of the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO).

Under the transition provi-
sions of the foreign trade policy 
(FTP), if the bill of lading and 
letter of credit has been issued 
or opened before August 3, that 
import consignments can be 
imported.

An importer can apply for 
a license from August 4. The 
trader should have to be a reg-
ular importer to get a license.

"The idea is not to ban im-
ports but to regulate the in-
bound shipments of these 
goods," the official said.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India's construc-
tion sector is the second largest 
employment generator with 7.1 
crore workforce employed cur-
rently and the number is set to 
cross 10 crore by 2030, accord-
ing to Knight Frank-RICS report.

The output generated from 
the Indian real estate sector 
is estimated to grow to USD 1 
trillion by 2030 from the exist-
ing USD 650 billion, it added.

Real estate consultant Knight 
Frank India and Royal Institu-
tion of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) on Thursday released a 
report 'Skilled Employment in 
Construction Sector in India' 
that assesses the growth in this 
sector emphasising on the ex-
isting levels and gaps in skilled 
employment in the sector.

''Growth in India's real estate 
and infrastructure sector will gen-
erate considerable demand for 
manpower in the industry. With 
the advent of technology, the con-
struction sector has also adapted 
itself to improve productivity, rais-
ing the demand for skilled man-
power,'' the report said.

As per the report, India's con-
struction sector is the second larg-
est employment generator and as 
of 2023, 71 million (7.1 crore) of 

the workforce is estimated to be 
employed in the construction sec-
tor. However, 81 per cent of this 
workforce is unskilled and only 19 
per cent are skilled employees.

Employment in the construc-
tion sector is estimated to grow 
to 100 million to attain eco-
nomic growth targets, it added.

''Owing to the growing de-
mand for real estate and in-
frastructure, the demand for 
skilled employees will continue 
to arise from developers, con-
struction companies, consulting 
firms etc whereas the supply of 
the skilled manpower is to be 
generated from government 
initiatives, academic and train-
ing institutes,'' the report said.

As per the estimates of the Na-
tional Skill Development Council 
(NSDC), 87 per cent of the overall 
employees (skilled and unskilled) 
are absorbed by the real estate 
sector, whereas 13 per cent are ab-
sorbed by the infrastructure sector.

Press Trust Of India

A total of 993 commercial 
pilot licences have been 
issued this year till July 

24, the government said on 
Thursday.

Minister of State for Civil 
Aviation V K Singh informed 
the Lok Sabha that currently, 
there are 36 Flying Training Or-
ganisations (FTOs) operating at 
57 bases.

According to data provided 
as part of a written reply, 993 
Commercial Pilot Licences 
(CPLs) and 407 Airline Trans-
port Pilot Licences (ATPL) 
have been issued this year till 
July 24.

In 2022, a total of 1,165 CPLs 
and 720 ATPLs were issued.

An individual is eligible to 
apply for CPL after completing 
at least 200 hours of flying and 
fulfilling other conditions.

Besides, the individual has to 
clear theory papers and once 
successful, the CPL is given for 
a period of five years subject 
to complying with various re-
quirements.

The Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) issues 
three types of licenses -- CPL, 
Air Transport Pilot Licence 
(ATPL) and Private Pilot Licence 
(PPL).

While CPL allows a pilot to 
start flying as a co-pilot, ATPL 
permits a pilot to be the com-
mander. PPL is issued for oper-
ating private planes.

"The estimated supply of en-
gineers from DGCA-approved 
AME Training Institutes is 
around 3,500 per year to cater 
to the demands of the aviation 
industry," Singh said.

Singh, in another written 
reply, said that as on July 28, 
a total of 8 Indian scheduled 
operators with 649 aircraft are 
operating commercial passen-
ger services in the country.

To queries about airfares, 
he noted that ticket prices are 
fixed by the airlines keeping 
in mind the market, demand, 
seasonality and other market 
forces.

"Airline ticket prices are de-
termined by the demand and 
supply theory and are governed 

under the competition laws 
(Competition Act, 2002). Anti-
competitive practices are kept 
in check by the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI)," he 
added.

The minister also said 
DGCA has taken various steps 
to enhance safety of opera-
tions and ensure safe travel 
of passengers.

These include airlines be-
ing directed to increase their 
engineering capabilities at all 
airports where they operate to 
ensure availability of spare and 
qualified manpower.

Further, the watchdog has in-
creased its spot checks on air-
craft of airlines, and has direct-
ed carriers to ensure adequate 
availability of spares.

In a separate written reply, 
Singh said the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is 
probing 11 accidents and 4 se-
rious incidents.

The minister also said that 
investigations in progress are 
regularly reviewed and ef-
forts are made for their time-
ly completion.

Observer News Service

VERINAG:  Chief Secre-
tary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta 
Thursday said Verinag is an 
important tourist destina-
tion and constant efforts 
are being made to enhance 
the destination with mod-
ern state of the art tourist 
infrastructure.

He made these remarks 
in his virtual address during 
the concluding ceremony 
of two-day multi-activity 
event ‘South Kashmir Ad-
venture’ organised by Direc-
torate of Tourism Kashmir. 
Secretary Tourism and Cul-
ture, Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag, Director Tourism, 
CEO Verinag, renowned art-
ists  and locals participated 
in the event.

Maintaining that tourism 
promotion is a top prior-
ity of the government, Chief 
Secretary said that Verinag 
offers scenic beauty at par 
with other major tourist 
destinations and all efforts 
are being taken to tap it's 
full potential.

Chief Secretary said that 
there are certain things 
which are lacking but it is 
the endeavour of the gov-
ernment to ensure that the 
shortcomings are addressed 
immediately and all the facil-
ities are available to the tour-
ists. He said that the coming 
times will be much better for 
the locals as the youth of the 
Valley have a vision to move 
forward.

He said that the serenity 
and hospitality of the place 
is mesmerizing and has a po-
tential to attract tourist from 
all over the world.

Dr Mehta also interacted 
with the locals and ad-
venture enthusiasts who 
thanked the government for 
upscaling the infrastructure 
and organising adventure 
and cultural events for the 
promotion of tourism sector 
which adds to the economy 
of the local populace.

Secretary Tourism, Dr 
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah in 
his address said that Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
is launching new initiatives 

and attractions for tourists 
to enjoy which can have a 
positive impact on the local 
economy.

He said that Jammu and 
Kashmir has much more to 
offer than just its natural 
beauty - it has the potential 
to become a hub for adven-
ture tourism. He said that 
activities such as trekking, 
mountaineering, skiing, river 
rafting, and paragliding are 
all examples of adventure 
tourism and Kashmir has all 
the necessary ingredients to 
become a popular destina-
tion for adventure tourism 
as it has some of the high-
est mountains in the world 
which offer excellent op-
portunities for trekking and 
mountaineering.

Secretary Tourism further 
said that promoting adven-
ture tourism has several 
benefits that can help to di-
versify the tourism industry 
by attracting a new segment 
of tourists who are inter-
ested in exploring the great 
outdoors and seeking new 
challenges.
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Director ICAR-ATARI, Ludhiana 
visits KVK Ganderbal
Appreciated efforts of KVK in carrying out its mandated activities religiously
Srinagar: Dr. Parvender 
Shearon, Director Agricultural 
Technology Application 
Research Institute (ATARI) 
Ludhiana visited Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra Ganderbal on Thursday

He was accompanied by Prof. 
Dil Mohammad Makhdoomi, 
Director Extension SKUAST- K. 
At the outset Dr. Ishfaq Abidi, 
Senior Scientist & Head, KVK 
Ganderbal heartily welcomed 
Dr. Shearon on his maiden 
visit to the KVK. Director 
ATARI and other officials had 
a comprehensive visit of the 
KVK Farm and inspected all 
the units like high density 
horticulture, crop fields, dairy 
unit, poultry unit, walnut 
propagation unit, hi-tech poly-
houses, horti-poultry unit and 
fish pond. On the occasion, 
the worthy Director ATARI in-
augurated the first apple har-
vest of the season. Later on, 
he visited the Administrative 
Block, Farmers Hostel and 
laboratories of the KVK. This 

was followed by a comprehen-
sive Interaction Session with 
Scientists, Supporting Staff 
and Field Staff. In his address, 
Dr. Parvender Sheoran ex-
pressed satisfaction about KVK 
farm activities and appreciat-
ed efforts of KVK team under 
guidance of Director Extension 
& Senior Scientist & Head Dr. 
Ishfaq Abidi. He suggested that 
KVK should replicate Horti-
poultry model and other com-
ponents of IFS at farmers’ field. 
He also stressed on uploading 
the day-to-day activities on 
the KVK portal and documen-
tation of activities to improve 
ranking of the KVK. Director 
Extension SKUAST-K, Prof. 
Dil Mohammad Makhdoomi 
emphasized the activities 
of the KVK and its achieve-
ments especially with regard 
to the massive development 
of the KVK farm over the past 
one year. Prof. Makhdoomi 
appreciated the efforts of 
the KVK team in technology 

demonstration and dissemi-
nation among the farmers. Dr. 
Ishfaq Abidi, Senior Scientist 
KVK Ganderbal thanked the 
Director ATARI for visiting the 
Kendra and appraised him 
regarding the relentless work 
being done by the KVK in 
reaching out to nook and cor-
ner of the District. He empha-
sised that currently the KVK 
focusses on outcome based 
skill and entrepreneurship de-
velopment, high density plan-
tation, fodder resource devel-
opment, nutrition of women 
& children, organic farming, 
climate resilient agriculture, 
drone technology, FPOs and 
SHGs. Dr. Abidi further ap-
praised Director ATARI regard-
ing the various constraints 
faced by the KVK team and 
requested for funds for infra-
structure development of resi-
dential building and farmers 
hostel and setting up of mush-
room unit, packaging unit and 
Sheep & Goat Unit.

Is Art-370 Being
doctrine of the Constitution and held that certain 

fundamental features such as democracy, secular-
ism, federalism and rule of law cannot be amended 
by Parliament.

Sibal stuck to his stand that in the absence of a 
constituent assembly, the provision has acquired a 
permanent status and the Constitution of Jammu 
and Kashmir says that no bill for modification or 
abrogation of Article 370 can be moved in the leg-
islative assembly.

“How would you then put into place the consti-
tutional machinery? It cannot be that because there 
is no constituent assembly, you cannot at all delib-
erate upon a proposal for abrogation or modifica-
tion of Article 370,” the CJI said.

Sibal said though many people feel that the pro-
vision should go there has to be a constitutional 
way of doing it and that he is not going to tell the 
other side how to do it.

“You can’t introduce a bill in Parliament at 11 
am and pass a resolution without anyone know-
ing about it,” the senior lawyer said, asserting the 
bill for abrogating Article 370 was passed without 
proper discussion.

He said abrogating the provision is a political 
process but it should fit within the constitutional 
scheme.

Article 370 has been titled as “Temporary pro-
visions with respect to the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir” in Part XXI of the Constitution.

The top court had on Wednesday referred to pro-
viso 3 of Article 370 which says, “Notwithstanding 
anything in the foregoing provisions of this article, 
the President may, by public notification, declare 
that this article shall cease to be operative or shall 
be operative only with such exceptions and modifi-
cations and from such date as he may specify, pro-
vided that the recommendation of the Constituent 
Assembly of the State referred to in clause (2) shall 
be necessary before the President issues such a 
notification.”

Many feel since Article 370 itself spoke of the 
way it can become inoperative, the framers of the 
Constitution did not intend the provision to be 
permanent.

Sibal has been arguing that the constituent as-
sembly, which existed for seven years between 
1951 and 1957, alone was given the power to rec-
ommend modifications to Article 370. Since it 
ceased to exist after drafting the Constitution for 
Jammu and Kashmir, the provision acquired a per-
manent status.

He has said Parliament of India could not have 
assumed the powers of the non-existent constitu-
ent assembly and abrogated Article 370.

The hearing in the matter remained inclusive 
and will resume on August 8.

On Wednesday, the apex court had asked who 
can recommend the revocation of Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir when no constituent assem-
bly exists there.

The top court had asked as to how can a provision 
(Article 370), which was specifically mentioned as a 
temporary provision in the Constitution, become 
permanent after tenure of the Jammu and Kashmir 
constituent assembly came to an end in 1957.

Several petitions challenging abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 370 and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which split the 
erstwhile state into two union territories - Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh- were referred to a 
Constitution bench in 2019.

PDP Plans Rally 
Srinagar on the occasion of the fourth anniver-

sary of the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, for 
which other like-minded political parties in Jammu 
and Kashmir are invited to participate,” Tramboo 
said.

“We also want to express ourselves for which 
we hope that permission will be given to us for a 
peaceful programme,” he added.

Tramboo said the party has sought permission 
from the district magistrate of Srinagar for the 
event.

“If permission is not granted, the matter will be 
taken up by the jurists during the ongoing hearing 
on Article 370,” he said.

Tramboo said the party is working hard within 
the Constitutional limits for the restoration of 
Articles 370 and 35A.

“We are happy that the Supreme Court has start-
ed regular hearings and we are hopeful of getting 
justice,” he said.

A five-judge constitution bench headed by Chief 
Justice D Y Chandrachud on Wednesday com-
menced hearing a batch of pleas challenging the 
Centre’s August 5, 2019 decision to abrogate Article 
370, a move that had come in for vicious attack by 
some major opposition parties but earned fulsome 
praise from those supporting the BJP.

A Terrorist Has
has to be called a terrorist come what may,” he 

added.
The LG inaugurated various projects during his 

visit to Integrated Command and Control Centre at 
HMT, Zainakote

He said that those hesitating in calling an “atan-
qwadi a terrorist” are the people who would never 
want peace prevail in J&K.

He said peace has started to become a perma-
nent feature in J&K after a long gap. “For the first 
time, 1.27 crore tourists have visited J&K in the first 
seven months of 2023. The figure is set to cross 2.25 
Crore by the year end.

The LG said that gradually tourism infrastructure 
is being upgraded everywhere in the UT to provide 
best facilities to the guests.

He said that J&K was deprived of proper Panchayat 
raj system for decades together. “The system was set 
up for the first time in J&K to ensure governance at 
the grassroots level. I believe time has come when 
we should have Panchayat polls so that people reap 
the benefits of governance at their door steps right at 
their door steps once again,” he said.

The LG said that Srinagar is witnessing a major re-
vamp and is set to become a major example of devel-
opment shortly. “Some people who can’t digest the 
development of the city are even making non-issues 
an issue. Recently, heavy rainfall triggered some wa-
ter logging and this was highlighted on social media. 
Roads were made in a way in Srinagar which always 
resulted in waterlogging during rainfall. It will take 
some time to address the issue as Srinagar is set to 
emerge as a model city,” he said, adding that he was 
hopeful to see the ongoing projects,” he said.

The LG said that no development would take 
place unless peace becomes a permanent feature. “I 
have been saying this from day one,” he said, adding 
that “today youth and people are going home late 
night while holding guitars and ice-creams in their 
hands.”—(KNO)

Pays Obeisance
this spiritual heritage place is a testimony of our 

resolve to ensure ‘Virasat Bhi Vikas Bhi’, Heritage as 
well as Development,” the LG said. The Gurdwara 
building has been reconstructed; roof and interiors 
have been redone with improved diverse facilities 
to the visitors. Sinha was accompanied by Junaid 
Azim Mattu, Mayor SMC; Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary and senior officers of police and UT 
administration.

Lal Chowk’s
days European design is being used in the 
construction of the Clock Tower. We have been told 
that we will see Paris in Srinagar now,” Suhail Shah, 
vice president Lal Chowk traders association, said.

Shah said the traders’ hope that the construction 
will be over by the middle of August.

“We have been given assurance by the SMC 
Commissioner and CEO Smart City Athar Amir 
Khan that we will see a new Lal Chowk after August 
15,” he said.

Sadiya, another city resident, expects the Ghanta 
Ghar will be another option for the people of the 
city to hang out after the Polo View market.

“Revamping is good as it will be a change of 
scene for everyone. Earlier, the Polo View market 
was renovated and it has become very beautiful 
and has turned into a tourist hot spot,” said Sadiya, 
upbeat despite the dug up roads.

“It is a bit inconvenient the way the roads have 
been dug up but it is just a matter of time and it will 
be sorted. We will be left with a beautiful structure. 
Kashmir will be on the map for the recreational ac-
tivities,” she said.

Athar Amir Khan, who is also the Commissioner 
of the Srinagar Municipal Corporation, said Lal 
Chowk, being a historical place, is now being turned 
into a sapce which can appeal to the youths too.

“It is one of the most prominent and well rec-
ognized places in Srinagar. It is part of the central 
business and hub of commercial activity. We have 
designed it in such a way, like whe did the Polo 
View market, that it becomes a public space.

“A lot of tourists and locals come and stay here 
till late evening. Similarly the idea is to turn en-
tire Lal Chowk into a tourist hub, like Dal lake and 
Nishat,” Khan said.

He said the Clock Tower is just one part of the 
project which also plans to give a facelift to entire 
Residency Road, Jehangir Chowk, Karan Nagar, and 
Batamaloo areas as part of the central business 
upgrade.

“We hope to complete the entire project in the 
next 40 to 45 days,” Khan added.

Affidavit Attested
accompanying the petition has been attested 

by a Notary and not by the Oath Commissioner as 
required by the provisions contained in the Writ 
Proceedings Rules, 1997.

“So, any affidavit attested by any of the aforesaid 
authorities is legally permissible for its use in the 
High Court,” the court said.

The court also said that it would be in the interests 

of administration of justice if incharge of the jails 
are vested with powers of Oath Commissioners 
by the High Court so that the affidavits which are 
intended to be used by the prisoners before the 
Courts are attested by the said officers.

“Before parting, it would be necessary to record 
certain observations as regards the difficulties that 
are being faced by the undertrial and convict pris-
oners who intend to file cases before the High Court 
or before other Courts of the Union Territories of 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh,” the court said.

In the cases that are to be filed by the litigants, 
particularly of civil nature, more often than not, 
the “petitioners/respondents/applicants/plaintiffs/
defendants” are required to sign the pleadings and 
swear affidavits in support thereof.

“It becomes very difficult for the undertrial/
convict prisoners who intend to file such affidavits 
before different courts to secure the services of a 
Notary or an Oath Commissioner inside the jail,” 
the court said.

The Bench said that the High Court, in terms 
of Clause (b) of Section 139 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, has power to appoint any officer who 
can administer oath on affidavit(s).

“It is in exercise of this power that the High 
Court appoints the Oath Commissioners. It would 
be in the interests of administration of justice if 
incharge of the jails are vested with powers of Oath 
Commissioners by the High Court so that the affida-
vits which are intended to be used by the prisoners 
before the Courts are attested by the said officers”, 
the court said, adding, “This would obviate the diffi-
culties that are generally being faced by the prison-
ers while filing their pleadings/affidavits before dif-
ferent courts, particularly in cases of civil nature.”

To overcome such difficulty, Allahabad High 
Court has, in terms of Proviso to Rule 4 of Chapter 
IV of the Rules of the said High Court, authorized an 
officer of jail in the State of Uttar Pradesh to attest 
an affidavit and the power of Oath Commissioner 
has been conferred upon such officers, the court 
noted.

Incorporation of a similar Rule in the Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh High Court Rules can be con-
sidered, the bench said.

“In view of the above, it is directed that a copy of 
this order be forwarded to the Registrar General of 
this Court, who may place the same before Hon’ble 
the Chief Justice for considering the aforesaid as-
pect of the matter.”

CJ Orders Disposal
in the month of September, 2023 or thereafter, 

shall be listed after 15th of August, 2023 and be 
taken up for hearing with the consent of parties/
counsels by seeking advancement of date of hear-
ing, wherever needed.”

The list of old cases shall be notified to the parties 
or counsels by the respective Registrar (Judicial) by 
issuing the appropriate Notifications, it said.

“These old cases shall continue to remain in the 
cause list, till disposal by the appropriate Bench,” 
the order said, adding, “These old cases shall be 
placed above other cases in terms of chronology 
and given priority for disposal.”

J&K Chose India
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Peoples 

Democratic Party formed a government together. 
The alliance fell apart in June 2018 and President’s 
rule was imposed.

Subsequently in August 2019, the Centre abrogated 
provisions of Article 370 of the Constitution, which 
accorded special status to Jammu and Kashmir, and 
bifurcated the state into Union territories -- Jammu 
and Kashmir (with a legislature) and Ladakh.

Abdullah said, “The tragedy of Jammu and 
Kashmir is that from the time India got indepen-
dence and two dominions were created, (Pakistan’s 
founder M A) Jinnah thought Kashmir was in his 
pocket. He didn’t realise it’s not....”

“Many say Article 370 was a temporary thing.... 
You must realise it was so because a plebiscite had 
to decide which dominion we had to go to,” the for-
mer chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir said.

“You have to realise a Muslim majority state de-
cided to remain in a Hindu majority India. We could 
have gone to Pakistan, what brought us here was 
Gandhi and his utterance that this nation is for all,” 
he said, adding that communal division is on the 
rise in the country.

“Kashmir never asked for independence, we are 
part of this nation,” he said, adding that it has been 
in turmoil since independence.

“Delhi has played its game and it continues to 
play its game. It was the same in first prime min-
ister Jawaharlal) Nehru’s time, it is the same today,” 
he said.

Abdullah also said there was a trust deficit with 
the government.

He also stressed on the need for a dialogue with 
Pakistan and said, “Whether they agree or not, as 
long as there is no dialogue with Pakistan infiltra-
tions will continue and many will die.... Any trag-
edy between India and Pakistan affects Muslims in 
India in a great manner.... Who are you to decide if 
I’m Pakistani or Indian.”

Addressing the gathering, Yechury said what is 
happening in Jammu and Kashmir is not only a hu-
manitarian issue but destruction of the India that 
was created after independence.

“Equality is being assaulted today. You can see 
what is happening in Manipur,” he said, referring to 
the ethnic violence in the northeastern state.

Referring to the government’s claims about nor-
malcy in Jammu and Kashmir, Yechury questioned 
why elections were still not being held there.

“This must be treated as abnormal...elections 
should be held in J&K immediately,” he said.

Former Jammu and Kashmir MLA M Y Tarigami 
said the Union government took credit for holding 
panchayat elections after the abrogation of Article 
370, but is not holding polls for electing an assem-
bly, even as the delimitation exercise is over.

Talking to PTI on the sidelines of the event, 
Tarigami also expressed concern over a bill which 
seeks to add four communities to the list of 
Scheduled Tribes in the Union territory.

The government should hold talks with tribal 
groups before taking any decision, he said.

The Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) 
Scheduled Tribes Order (Amendment) Bill, 2023, 
which was introduced in Lok Sabha on July 26, seeks 
to add “Gadda Brahmin”, “Koli”, “Paddari Tribe” and 
“Pahari Ethnic Group” in the list of Scheduled Tribes 
(STs) in Jammu and Kashmir.

“There is a specific definition of tribe.... There is 
strife between the communities already, they should 
have taken people in confidence ahead of bringing 
the legislation. They did not do it because they want 
to create division, not unite people,” he said.

He said price rise and inflation remain a major 

issue for the people of Jammu and Kashmir as it is 
for the rest of the country.

“Where is vikas? Inflation is so high, common 
people are scared of going to market... How many 
jobs have been given by the government? Same is-
sues are faced by people in Kashmir, they have to 
survive,” the CPI(M) leader said.

Addressing the event, Ladakh politician Sajjad 
Hussain Kargili highlighted the series of protests 
going on in Ladakh, which became a Union territory 
without legislature, and asked how the Centre can 
take away statehood from any state.

“How can they take away statehood when they 
can’t give statehood... this was totally unconstitu-
tional. Today the people of Ladakh are on streets. 
Ladakh was the only place in India where there 
were no protests, now protests are happening every 
day,” he said.

Extending his support to the demand for elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir, Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor said it is shameful that elections have not 
been held there for nine years. He also stressed 
on the need for humanitarian approach in search 
and cordon operations, and raised concern over 
the increase in the number of deaths of security 
personnel.

RJD MP Manoj Jha referred to the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party and called it a party which is known for 
“burning bridges”, not building them.

“It’s not only about Kashmir. They are using it as 
fodder in north Indian politics. Unless that fodder is 
challenged it will be difficult,” he said.

He also drew parallel with the situation in 
Manipur and the recent violence in parts of 
Haryana, and said, “The recipe is different, but the 
idea is to use polarisation without realising that at 
the end, elections are not held in crematoriums and 
burial sites.”

Sule and Kanimozhi also mentioned the com-
munal violence in Haryana and the situation in 
Manipur, and said the situation is worrisome. They 
extended support to the demand for early conduct 
of assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir.

Prescription Mandatory
those found violating the order will be dealt 

with seriously as the administration is very seri-
ous towards the alarming rise of drug abuse among 
youngsters.

“Those who haven’t yet installed CCTV cameras 
are once again requested to comply with the direc-
tions or else their license will be canceled forth-
with. We have extended the time of installing CCTV 
cameras by three more months,” she added.

Besides installing good quality CCTV cameras; 
Khajuria the chemists have been directed to keep a 
tab on sale of psychotropic drugs

“The department will later retrieve the data 
to ascertain whether the drugs have been sold 
in accordance with the directions issued by the 
department.

Dr Fazal-e-Rob, senior resident, Institute of 
Mental Health and Neurosciences (IMHANS) 
Srinagar said the H1 drug abuse has increased 
manifold among heroin users and that the drug 
overdose at times leads to their death.

Dr Fazal said the most commonly abused sub-
stance among them was cannabis, followed by 
morphine. He said besides snorting and smoking 
heroin, those who are into substance abuse, take H1 
sedatives containing diphenhydramine, hydroxy-
zine, cyproheptadine, and promethazine.

“Schedule H1 includes 39 generic drugs like 
alprazolam, cefixime, cefotaxime, cefpodoxime, 
ceftibuten, ceftizoxime and codeine. Their use has 
increased manifold in Kashmir over the years and 
that’s what prompted the administration to direct 
pharmacists to install CCTV cameras in their shops,” 
Dr Fazal told Kashmir Observer.

“This way the authorities will be able to curb the 
rampant abuse of drugs as the easy availability of 
medicinal drugs used as substitutes to heroin has 
deteriorated the situation to the alarming level,” he 
added.

US Backs Direct
that Jammu and Kashmir “was, is and will” al-

ways be part of the country.
“As we have long said, we support direct dialogue 

between India and Pakistan on issues of concern. 
That has long been our position,” State Department 
Spokesperson Matthew Miller told reporters on 
Wednesday at his daily news conference.

Miller’s remarks came two days after Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif offered to hold talks with India 
to address all serious and outstanding issues.

Bilateral relations between Islamabad and New 
Delhi have been tense since August 2019 when India 
changed the special status of Jammu and Kashmir.

On India’s ties with Pakistan, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar has said that it is not possible 
for India to have normal relations with the neigh-
bouring country until the policy of cross-border 
terrorism is abrogated.

“We can’t allow terrorism to be normalised; we 
cannot allow that to become the basis for getting 
us into discussions with Pakistan. To me it is a fairly 
common sense proposition,” he said in June.

HC To Hear
to flag the “serious security lapse” to Union 

Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla.
Malik appeared before the top court bench on 

July 21 for the CBI’s appeal against a September 20, 
2022 order of a trial court in Jammu in the 1989 
kidnapping of Rubaiya Sayeed, the daughter of then 
Union home minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.

He was brought to the high-security apex court 
premises in a prison van escorted by armed secu-
rity personnel without the court’s permission.

Later that week, the Department of Delhi Prisons 
suspended four officials over Malik’s physical ap-
pearance before the top court while ordering an 
inquiry into the lapse.

On May 29, the high court had issued notice to 
Malik on the NIA’s plea seeking death penalty for 
him in the terror funding case and said, “Let war-
rants of production be issued against Yasin Malik, 
before this Court on the next date of hearing. List 
on 09.08.2023.” On May 24, 2022, a trial court here 
had awarded life imprisonment to Jammu Kashmir 
Liberation Front chief Malik after holding him guilty 
for various offences under the stringent Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and the IPC.

Malik had pleaded guilty to the charges, includ-
ing those under the UAPA, and he was convicted 
and sentenced to life imprisonment.

Appealing against the sentence, the NIA has 
emphasised that a terrorist cannot be awarded life 
sentence only because he has pleaded guilty and 
chosen not to go through trial.

While seeking enhancement of the sentence to 
death penalty, the NIA has said if such dreaded ter-
rorists are not given capital punishment on account 

of pleading guilty, there would be complete erosion 
of the sentencing policy and terrorists would have a 
way out to avoid capital punishment.

A life sentence, the NIA has asserted, is not com-
mensurate with the crime committed by terrorists 
when the nation and families of soldiers have suf-
fered loss of lives, and that the trial court’s conclu-
sion that Malik’s crimes did not fall within the cat-
egory of the “rarest of the rare cases” for grant of 
death penalty is “ex-facie legally flawed and com-
pletely unsustainable”.

The agency has emphasised that it has been 
proved beyond reasonable doubt that Malik spear-
headed terrorist activities in the Valley and with 
the help of dreaded foreign terrorist organisations, 
had been “masterminding, planning, engineering 
and executing armed rebellion in the Valley in an 
attempt to usurp the sovereignty and integrity of a 
part of India”.

“Not giving capital punishment to such dreaded 
terrorist will result in miscarriage of justice, as, an 
act of terrorism is not a crime against society but it 
is a crime against the entire nation; in other words 
it’s an act of ‘external aggression’, ‘an act of war’ and 
an ‘affront to the sovereignty of nation’,” the plea 
has said.

The trial court, which had rejected the NIA’s plea 
for capital punishment, had said the crimes com-
mitted by Malik struck at the “heart of the idea 
of India” and were intended to forcefully secede 
Jammu and Kashmir from Union of India.

It had, however, noted that the case was not the 
“rarest of rare”, warranting death penalty.

The maximum punishment for such an offence 
is death penalty.

The life term was awarded for two offences - sec-
tion 121 (waging war against government of India) 
of IPC and section 17 (raising funds for terrorist act) 
of the UAPA.

According to the Supreme Court, life imprison-
ment means incarceration till the last breath, un-
less the sentence is commuted by the authorities.

The court had awarded Malik 10-year jail term 
each under sections 120 B (criminal conspiracy), 
121-A (conspiracy to wage war against the govern-
ment of India) of IPC and sections 15 (terrorism), 18 
(conspiracy for terrorism) and 20 (being member of 
terror organisation) of UAPA.

Militant Associate
the detained terrorist associate was previously 

involved in anti-national activities and, accord-
ingly, was booked under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

Butt is facing trial in the case in an NIA court, he 
added.

Poswal said Butt’s current activities were preju-
dicial to the security of the country and his free 
movements in the society might create circum-
stances for the radicalisation of the youth.

Accordingly, he was detained under the PSA and 
lodged at district jail Kishtwar, the SSP added.

The PSA is an administrative law that allows de-
tention without charge or trial for up to two years 
in some cases.

The police is committed to uphold the rule of 
law while ensuring that civil liberties are respected, 
Poswal said.

He said the police force is employing a multi-
pronged approach to address the issue of anti-na-
tional elements.

He said anti-national activities will not be toler-
ated at any cost.

SIA Conducts 
over his alleged links across the border.
On March 3, seven kilograms of heroin, more 

than Rs 2 crore in cash and a pistol along with some 
ammunition were recovered from the house of Lala.

Govt Official
of Tehsildar concerned, an ACB spokesperson 

said Thursday.
The complainant, he said, also stated in his com-

plaint that he has a dispute with his uncles with 
regard to land.

The complainant, he said, alleged that the govern-
ment official had been delaying the hearings of the case 
and when requested to expedite the trial of the case, he 
demanded a bribe of Rs. 2000 for listing the case.

“The complainant did not want to pay a bribe and 
instead approached Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
Srinagar for taking legal action against the accused 
public servant as provided under law,” the spokesper-
son said. On receipt of the complaint, he said, a Case 
FIR No. 14/2023 U/S 7 PC Act 1988 was registered with 
PS ACB Srinagar and investigation was taken up.

“During the course of investigation, a trap team 
was constituted by this Bureau, which laid a suc-
cessful trap and caught the accused public servant 
red handed while demanding and accepting bribe 
amount of Rs 2000 from the complainant,” he added/

The spokesperson further said that the bribe 
money was recovered from the accused on spot.

“Further investigation into the case is going on,” 
he added.

Missing Soldier
(ADGP) of Kashmir Vijay Kumar said in a tweet.
Although police did not divulge any details about 

Wani’s missing case earlier, there were fears that he 
might have been abducted by militants.

Cabinet Secy
two years. He was given one-year extensions in 

2021 and then in August last year.
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 

(ACC) has approved extension in service to Gauba, a 
1982-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) of-
ficer of the Jharkhand cadre, for a further period of 
one year beyond 30.08.2023, in relaxation of AIS or 
All India Services (Death-cum-Retirement Benefits 
or DCRB) Rules, 1958 and and Rule 56 (d) of the 
Fundamental Rules, it said.

The rules allow the central government to give 
extension in service to the cabinet secretary, in the 
public interest “provided that the total term of the 
cabinet secretary, who is granted such extensions of 
service, shall not exceed four years”.

The latest extension will allow Gauba to stay in the 
post during the general elections due early next year.

Gauba is said to be the key architect of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, under which 
the erstwhile state was bifurcated into union terri-
tories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh following 
the abrogation of the special status given to it under 
Article 370 of the Constitution.

He had also served as secretary in the Union urban 
development ministry and additional secretary in the 
home ministry, looking after the crucial left-wing ex-
tremism division, among other responsibilities. Born 
in Punjab, Gauba had graduated in Physics from the 
Patna University. He had served in Jharkhand as the 
chief secretary for 15 months before returning to 
serve in the central government in 2016.
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Govt Schemes Give Wings  

To Women Entrepreneurs In Kashmir
84,000 SHGs In J&K, Over Rs 100 Crore Financial Help Given To Women: Mission Director JKRLM

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: Dilshada Bano, 28, from North 
Kashmir's Bandipora district had never 
thought that one day she would stand on her 
own feet and will support her husband in 
running the house.

She learned tailoring at a local govern-
ment-run center and started work to earn 
some extra money for her family. However, 
the low dividends forced her to quit this job. 
So she decided to do “something big” that 
would cover all her expenses.

In 2019, Bano started a dairy farm after 
her friend informed her about the govern-
ment's self-help groups (SHGs) scheme.

“My husband accompanied me to the DC 
office and we completed all the formalities. 
It was very smooth and the officials were 
very helpful,” Bano told Kashmir Observer.

She received assistance from the Jammu & 
Kashmir State Rural Livelihood Mission (JK-
SRLM) in the form of a revolving fund, com-
munity investment fund and bank linkage. 
Bano got Rs 50,000 and bought her first cow.

“I came to know about the government's 
Umeed Scheme that helps women to set-up 
their own ventures. That’s how it all started,” 
she said.

Initially, she said, she just started her 
new venture with just one cow. As the days 
passed, her hard work took the 
shape of a milk process-
ing unit producing dairy 
products like yogurt, milk 
and cheese.

Bano, a mother of three, 
not only sold her products 
in Bandipora, but parts of 
Sopore and Baramulla in 
the neighbouring district. 
In order to boost the busi-
ness of the local potters, she 
also chose clay pots instead 
of plastic packing for her di-
ary products.

“My friends and neighbors 
now come to my unit and try 
to learn the business,” says 
Bano with a smiling face.

The new venture has also 
helped Bano to raise some as-
sets. With around Rs 10 lakh 
financial help extended to her, 
Bano constructed three shops 
in her native village and also 
expanded her business.

She has priced 1 kg milk at Rs 
45 and yogurt at Rs 50 to Rs 60 as 
per the size of the pot.

Bano is not the only woman who has 
scripted her success story after receiving 
help from the government. There are hun-
dreds and thousands like her who have been 
benefited by the Union Territory administra-
tion launched schemes like Self-Help Group 

(SHG) scheme, ‘Umeed’ 
scheme, SAATH, Tejaswini livelihood scheme 
etc.

Traditionally the womenfolk did not own 
or operate businesses on their own. But that 
is all now changing. Young women of Kash-
mir are breaking all the barriers and treading 
the path of business which otherwise would 
be a man's domain only.

A number 
of women in rural areas of Kash-
mir with the help of the government have 
started their own business ventures while 
pushing-up the patriarchy and standing up 
on their own feet.

The trend of becoming financially inde-
pendent women is picking-up in Kashmir 
with many women having become success-
ful woman entrepreneurs.

The wom-
an doing business was seen 
as a taboo in a place like Kashmir. However, 
the new generation of young female entre-
preneurs are overcoming all the challenges.

In February 2023, over a dozen women in 
Shahgund village of North Kashmir’s Ban-
dipora district manufactured eco-friendly 

reusable and affordable sanitary pads thus 
enhancing their incomes, ensuring better 
health and hygiene for women in the district.

The unit was started with the support of 
the JKRLM UMEED

On June 29, 2021, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha said the priority of the govern-
ment is to reduce the gap between women and 
men entrepreneurs, in a systematic manner.

JKSRLM mandate is to reach out to 66% 
of rural population across the erstwhile 125 
blocks. Link them to sustainable livelihood 
opportunities and nurture them till they 
come out of poverty and enjoy a decent qual-
ity of life.

Mission Director JKRLM,  Indu Kanwal 
Chib told Kashmir Observer there are around 
six lakh women in J&K who have joined the 
scheme and around over Rs 100 crore have 
been provided to them to launch their starts-
ups At present, there are more than 84,000 
Self Help Groups in J&K.

“Women are very excited to be benefi-
ciaries of our schemes. Everyday more and 
more girls are joining from the rural areas,” 
Chib said.

She, however, said that the department 
is facing a challenge in informing more and 
more people about the schemes.

“...and to address this issue, we have start-
ed a call center and people can call us on 
18002020383  if they are willing to be a bene-
ficiary of our schemes. We will send our team 
to their home and will help them,” Chib said.

She added that JKRLM 
has now signed a deal with 
e-commerce platforms like 
Amazon, Meesho, Flipkart etc.

Mahmoona Akthar, an en-
trepreneur and beneficiary of 

UMEED scheme of JKRLM from 
Central Kashmir’s Ganderbal 
district now takes care of her 
family of six, including four chil-
dren and her parents.

In 2020, Akthar lost her hus-
band, a driver by profession in an 
accident, and there was no one to 
run her house.

“So I decided to stand on my 
own feet and do something for my 
family,” Akthar told Kashmir Ob-

server.
Akthar established a small unit of 

mushroom with the financial assis-
tance of JKRLM. She says she is earn-
ing a good amount of money every 
month. Akthar not only harvests four 

quintals of mushrooms every year, but 
also provides jobs to other women in 
her village.

Mission Director JKRLM urged women to 
reach out to her team and take advantage of 
different schemes of the government which 
have become a hope of financial freedom 
among rural women.

Strengthening Grassroots Democracy

Empowering PRI Institutions in the Last 4 Years
Firdos Ali

In the past four years, significant strides 
have been made in strengthening grass-
roots democracy through the Panchayati 

Raj Institutions (PRIs) in India. Transparent 
and fair elections were conducted in 2019-
20, resulting in the election of about 33,000 
representatives across all tiers of PRIs in 20 
districts, covering 4291 panchayats.

To bolster the infrastructure of PRIs, 20 
District Development Council (DDC) and 
48 Block Development Council (BDC) office 
buildings are under construction, aiming to 
provide better facilities and support for local 
governance.

Recognizing the importance of capacity-
building, a massive exercise was undertaken, 
equating to over 6 lakhs mandays, to empow-
er all PRIs. Around 6,000 Elected Represen-
tatives were also sent on exposure visits to 
other states and prestigious institutes to gain 
insights into effective governance practices. 
Furthermore, a plan to send 10,000 more 
representatives on such visits is underway 
for the current year.

Empowering PRIs at the local level, the 
power to grant building permissions in cer-
tain areas has been delegated to the panchay-
ats. Additionally, all Panchayats have been 
e-enabled, streamlining communication and 
administrative processes.

Recognizing the dedication of elected rep-
resentatives, monthly honorariums are being 
provided to representatives from all three 

tiers of Panchayati Raj, ensuring financial sta-
bility and incentivizing their commitment to 
public service.

Addressing security concerns, an ex-gratia 
compensation of Rs. 251 is provided to the 
next of kin of elected representatives in the 
event of loss of life due to militancy-related 

incidents, safeguarding their families and en-
couraging their participation.

To facilitate effective planning and imple-
mentation, Panchayat Prabhari Officers have 
been nominated for all 4291 Panchayats, 
enhancing coordination and support at the 
grassroots level.

Promoting excellence, 23 Panchayats were 
awarded at the UT level for their exemplary 
work, fostering healthy competition and in-
spiring further progress.

Infrastructure development continues, 
with more than 2500 Panchayats having 
Panchayat Ghar, and a plan to construct 500 

more during the current year, providing es-
sential community spaces for local gover-
nance and activities.

Recognizing the significance of renew-
able energy, 1131 Gram Panchayats are 
being solarized, ensuring uninterrupted 
power supply and internet connectivity, 
thereby facilitating communication and de-
velopment.

In line with capacity-building efforts, 1889 
Posts of Panchayat Accounts Assistant were 
created and filled up through the Jammu and 
Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB), en-
hancing financial management and account-
ability.

Acknowledging the efforts of PRIs, 22 Pan-
chayats received national-level awards since 
2018, with an additional 3 Panchayats being 
recognized this year, highlighting their con-
tributions to the nation.

The successful implementation of the 73rd 
Constitution Amendment Act in 2018 was a 
crucial step towards decentralization and 
financial empowerment of PRI institutions 
across all tiers, fostering local governance 
and development.

In conclusion, the last four years have wit-
nessed remarkable progress in strengthening 
grassroots democracy through PRIs. The ef-
forts towards transparency, capacity-build-
ing, infrastructure development, and recog-
nition have empowered these institutions to 
play a pivotal role in local governance, paving 
the way for inclusive and sustainable devel-
opment across the nation
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China Proposes To Limit 
Children’s Smartphone Time To 
A Maximum Of 2 Hours A Day
Agenceis

Beijing: China’s internet watch-
dog has laid out regulations to 
curb the amount of time children 
spend on their smartphones, in 
the latest blow to firms such as 
Tencent and ByteDance, which 
run social media platforms and 
online games.

The Cyberspace Administra-
tion of China on Wednesday pub-
lished the draft guidelines on its 
site, stating that minors would 
not be allowed to use most in-
ternet services on mobile devices 
from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., and that 
children between the ages of 16 
and 18 would only be able to use 
the internet for two hours a day.

Children between the ages of 
8 and 15 would be allowed only 
an hour a day, while those under 
8 would only be allowed 40 min-
utes.

Only certain services, such 
as apps or platforms that are 
deemed suitable to the physical 
and mental development of mi-
nors, will be exempted. The CAC 
did not specify which internet 
services would be allowed ex-
emptions.

The restrictions are Beijing’s 
latest efforts to attempt to limit 
internet addiction, a problem 
it views as widespread among 
its youth. In 2019, Beijing lim-
ited children’s daily online game 
time to 90 minutes a day and 
tightened those restrictions in 
2021, allowing children only an 
hour a day of online game play 

on Fridays, weekends and public 
holidays.

Short-video and online video 
platforms like Douyin, Bilibili 
and Kuaishou have offered youth 
modes that restrict the type of 
content shown to minors and the 
length of time they can use the 
service. Children are also pushed 
educational content, such as sci-
ence experiments.

The latest restrictions would 
impact firms like Tencent, Chi-
na’s largest online game com-
pany, and ByteDance, which runs 
popular short-video platform 
Douyin. Firms in China are often 
responsible for enforcing regula-
tions.

“To effectively strengthen the 
online protection of minors, the 
CAC has in recent years pushed 
for the establishment of a youth 
mode on internet platforms, ex-
panding its coverage, optimising 
its functions and enriching it 
with age-appropriate content,” 
the CAC said.

“Since the mode was launched, 
there has been a positive impact 
in reducing youth internet addic-
tion and the impact of undesir-
able information,” it added.

The CAC said draft guidelines 
were open to public feedback 
until September 2. It did not say 
when the new rules would be 
into effect.

Govt taking steps to increase 
organ donation in country: 
Mansukh Mandaviya
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: Over 15,000 organ 
donations are now made annu-
ally in the country as compared 
to 5,000 in 2013, Union Health 
Minister, Mansukh Mandaviya 
said on Thursday.

"There cannot be a greater 
service to humanity than giving 
life to another person," he said 
at the 13th Indian Organ Dona-
tion Day (IODD) ceremony here.

"In 2013, around 5,000 peo-

ple came forward to donate 
their organs. Now there are over 
15,000 organ donors annually," 
he said.

He said the government has 
taken several steps for increas-
ing organ donations in the 
country and the age limit of 65 
years for donating organs has 
been removed.

The government, he said, is 
committed to bringing in more 
policies and reforms to popular-
ise organ donation in the country.

Nitin Desai's Post-Mortem 
Report Validates Hanging As 
Cause Of Death
Press Trust of India

The post-mortem report of the 
body of acclaimed art director 
Nitin Desai has confirmed that 
he died due to hanging, an of-
ficial said on Thursday.

Desai was found dead on the 
premises of his N D Studios at 
Karjat in Maharashtra’s Raigad 
district on Wednesday morning.

The post-mortem report of the 
body of acclaimed art director 
Nitin Desai has confirmed that 
he died due to hanging, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.

Desai was found dead on the 
premises of his N D Studios at 
Karjat in Maharashtra’s Raigad 
district on Wednesday morning.

A post-mortem was conduct-
ed on his body by a team of four 
doctors at the state-run J J hos-

pital in Mumbai on Wednesday 
night, he said.

As per the post-mortem re-
port, the death was due to hang-
ing, said Somnath Gharge, Raigad 
superintendent of police.

The body has been kept at the 
J J hospital and it will be handed 
over to Desai’s family on Friday, 
he said. Desai’s last rites will be 
performed at N D studios on Fri-
day, he said.

AI Tool GPT-3 Demonstrates 
Undergraduate-Level 
Reasoning Abilities
Press Trust of India

Researchers have found GPT-3 
to possess reasoning capabilities 
akin to college undergraduate 
students. In a study, conducted 
by researchers at the Univer-
sity of California - Los Angeles 
(UCLA), the artificial intelligence 
large language model (LLM) was 
put to the test, solving complex 
reasoning problems, which are 
often used by colleges and uni-
versities worldwide for admis-
sion decisions.

The UCLA researchers pre-
sented GPT-3 with challenging 
shape prediction tasks and asked 
it to answer SAT analogy ques-
tions, all the while ensuring that 
the AI had never encountered 
these specific problems before. 
To establish a fair comparison, 
40 UCLA undergraduate stu-
dents were also asked to solve 
the same problems.

In an impressive display of 
its prowess, GPT-3 achieved a 
remarkable success rate, accu-
rately solving 80% of the shape 
prediction problems. This sur-
passed the average score of just 
below 60% achieved by the hu-
man participants, with some of 
them obtaining their highest 
scores. The results have left the 
research team astounded, high-
lighting the AI’s ability to tackle 
complex reasoning tasks with 
exceptional efficiency.

GPT-3’s performance in the 
SAT analogy questions further 
solidified its prowess, success-
fully providing answers to chal-
lenges that typically measure 
a person’s capacity for logical 

thinking and problem-solving. 
The researchers were fascinated 
to witness the AI’s capability to 
adapt to new scenarios and dis-
play its reasoning abilities on par 
with college students.

This breakthrough discovery 
has significant implications 
for the field of artificial intelli-
gence and education. As GPT-3 
continues to prove its mettle in 
solving complex problems, its 
potential applications in vari-
ous industries and academic 
settings are likely to expand 
further.

“Surprisingly, not only did 
GPT-3 do about as well as hu-
mans but it made similar mis-
takes as well,” said UCLA psy-
chology professor Hongjing Lu, 
senior author of the study pub-
lished in the journal Nature Hu-
man Behaviour.

In solving SAT analogies, the 
AI tool was found to perform 
better than the humans’ aver-
age score. Analogical reasoning 
is solving never-encountered 
problems by comparing them 
to familiar ones and extending 
those solutions to the new ones.

The questions asked test-tak-
ers to select pairs of words that 
share the same type of relation-
ships. For example, in the prob-
lem “’Love’ is to ‘hate’ as ‘rich’ is 
to which word?,” the solution 
would be “poor”.

However, in solving analogies 
based on short stories, the AI did 
less well than students. These 
problems involved reading one 
passage and then identifying a 
different story that conveyed the 
same meaning.


