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Woman Dies After 
Mud House Collapses

An elderly woman died on 
Friday after her house was 
brought down by a mudslide in 

Udhampur district of Jammu region.
65-year-old Kisho Devi was inside 
her mud house in Katwalt village in 
Ramnagar tehsil when a mudslide hit 
her house on Friday morning, burying 
her alive under the debris, reports 
said. Instantly, an operation was 
launched by locals and the police to 
rescue the elderly woman. She was 
recovered in an unconscious state 
and shifted to More on P6

4 Arrested  
For Grenade Attack

Police on Friday claimed to 
have arrested four militant 
associates for their involvement 

in a grenade attack in South 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district last year.
On May 24 2022, a grenade was 
hurled on a police party at Main 
Chowk Yaripora, which missed the 
intended target and exploded in the 
crowd leaving 13 persons injured, a 
police spokesperson said Friday.
Accordingly, he said, a case FIR No. 
24/2022 under relevant sections of 
law was registered More on P6

Mechanic Dies  
In Tyre Blast

A mechanic died on Friday of 
fatal injuries caused by a tyre 
explosion in South Kashmir’s 

Pulwama district. 32-year-old Zubair 
Ahmad Dar was critically injured 
after the tyre of a vehicle he was 
trying to inflate exploded at an 
automobile workshop in Sangam on 
Wednesday, a local news agency 
KNT reported. A resident of Senzan 
Shahoora village of Pulwama, Dar 
was instantly removed to the hospital 
for treatment. However, after battling 
with life for two days, More on P6

Truck Crushes  
Woman To Death

A woman died allegedly after 
being hit by a speeding truck 
on Jammu-Srinagar national 

highway in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ramban district on Thursday, officials 
said. The incident took place at a 
toll plaza on the highway in Banihal, 
they said. The victim was identified 
as Aamina Begum of Lumbar area 
of Banihal belt, they said. The video 
of the accident also made rounds on 
the internet, prompting authorities to 
order an inquiry into it. The Deputy 
Commissioner More on P6

Minor Drowns In 
Sopore Nallah

A minor girl on Friday died 
after drowning in a nallah 
in Sopore town of North 

Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
Five-year-old girl (name withheld) 
lost balance and slipped into Nallah 
Kurd at Heb Dangerpora village of 
Sopore on Friday evening, reports 
said. The villagers and police quickly 
launched an operation to rescue the 
minor. However, after hectic efforts, 
the lifeless body of the girl was 
retrieved from the nallah. A pall of 
gloom descended More on P6

Five Gamblers 
Arrested In Sopore

Five gamblers were arrested in an 
input driven raid in Sopore town 
of North Kashmir’s Baramulla 

district, police said Friday.
Acting on specific information about 
gambling activities, a team from Police 
Station Tarzoo raided Ningli Nursery 
and arrested five gamblers, who tried 
to flee, a police spokesperson said. 
Besides playing cards, he said, an 
amount of Rs 22,500 was recovered 
from their possession.
The accused have been identified as 
Ishfaq Ahmad Malla, More on P6

TERRORISTS 
FIRED UPON THREE 

OUTSIDE LABOURERS IN SHOPIAN. 

10,000 Woman Have Gone Missing 
In J&K From 2019 To 2021: Centre
• Have Taken Various Steps For Safety Of Women: Union MoS Home;
• Excessive Use Of Social Media Main Reason: Officials

Friday Prayers in Jamia  
Masjid Without Break: Police

Jammu and Kashmir police on Friday clarified that regular 
uninterrupted Friday prayers are taking place at the historic 
Jamia Masjid every week. In a tweet, Srinagar police said 

that Friday prayers are going on smoothly in Jamia Masjid 
(today), contrary to some statements, regular uninterrupted 
Friday afternoon prayers do take place at Jamia Masjid on 
every Friday. Earlier, some statements were made by some 
leaders that the administration should allow More on P6

G-20 Meet, 8th  
Muharram Procession Shows 
Peaceful Changes: DGPUnauthorised Absence Gravest 

Misconduct By Forces Member: HC
Upholds Dismissal Of Personnel By CRPF In 2018

Amit Shah Slams Oppn 
Alliance INDIA
Says Nothing Will Happen By Change In Name

Agencies

Srinagar: In a shocking revela-
tion, the Union government on 
Friday disclosed that almost 
9,765 women have gone missing 
from J&K in three years (2019 to 
2021) with officials citing exces-
sive use of social media as the 
main reason behind the missing 
cases. The government of India 
gave the figures in parliament 
on Friday in response to a ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha.

The Minister of State for 
Home Ajay Mishra informed the 
parliament that 9,765 women 
have gone missing from their 
homes in Jammu and Kashmir 
between 2019 to 2021.

In these three years, there 
were 1148 cases of missing girls 
below the age of 18 and 8,617 

women aged above 18 who have 
disappeared.

While giving yearly data, the 
MoS Home said that 355 girls 
and 2,738 women went miss-
ing in the year 2019, followed 
by 350 girls and 2,701 women 
in 2020 and 443 girls and 3,178 

women in 2021.
As per available data just around 

3300 women had gone missing 
in J&K from 2016-2018 while the 
number has tripled in the next 
three years from 2019-2021.

As per the data, 943 women went 
missing in J&K in the year 2016, 

1,044 in 2017 and 1,335 in 2018.
Meanwhile the Government of 

India said that they have taken a 
number of initiatives for the safe-
ty of women across the country.

“The Criminal Law 
(Amendment), Act 2013 was 
enacted for effective deterrence 
against sexual offences. Further, 
the Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Act, 2018 was enacted to pre-
scribe even more stringent penal 
provisions including death penal-
ty for rape of girls below the age 
of 12 years. The Act also inter-alia 
mandates completion of investi-
gation and filing of charge sheet 
in rape cases in 2 months and tri-
als to be completed in 2 months,” 
MoS home said in Rajya Sabha.

“Emergency Response 
Support System provides a pan-
India, single internationally 

recognized number (112) based 
system for all emergencies, with 
computer aided dispatch of field 
resources to the location of dis-
tress and the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) has launched a 
cyber-crime reporting portal on 
20th September, 2018 for citi-
zens to report obscene content 
besides that MHA has launched 
the “National Database on 
Sexual Offenders” (NDSO) on 
20th September 2018 to facili-
tate investigation and tracking 
of sexual offenders across the 
country by law enforcement 
agencies,” he said.

“MHA has launched an on-
line analytic tool “Investigation 
Tracking System for Sexual 
Offences” for Police on 19th 
February 2019 to facilitate them 
to monitor More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Tens of thousands 
of Shia mourners are expect-
ed to participate in Ashura 
procession being taken out 
from Botakadal area of the old 
city to Zadibal Imambargah 
on Saturday amidst stringent 
security measures.

Elaborate arrangements have 
been made to ensure smooth 
passage of mourners who will 
participate in the Ashura pro-
cession,” officials said.

Speculation was rife that 
the authorities may allow 

Ashura day procession on its 
traditional route following 
the peaceful conclusion of 
the 8th Muharram proces-
sion on Thursday.

Authorities here allowed 
the 8th Muharram proces-
sion from Gurubazar to 
Dalgate after lifting a 34 year 
old ban imposed on it fol-
lowing the outbreak of in-
surgency in Kashmir in 1989.

Shia leaders had ex-
pressed gratitude to LG led 
administration for what 
both sides called a “historic 
decision” urging More on P6

Yaum-e-Ashura Being 
Observed Today
Procession To Be Taken Out From 
Botakadal Upto Zadibal

LG Pays Tribute To Karbala Martyrs

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
on Friday remembered the sacrifices of Hazrat Imam 
Hussain (AS) on the eve of Ashura In his message, the 

Lt Governor said, “The sacrifices of Hazrat Imam Hussain 
(AS) and his companions in Karbala for upholding the 
values of truth, justice and equality has been guiding the 
entire humanity to follow the path of righteousness. “Let 
us on this day imbibe the eternal ideals of More on P6

M Ahmad

Srinagar: Absence from duty 
without leave for a member of 
the Force is a gravest miscon-
duct, the High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh has said while uphold-
ing termination of services of 
a paramilitary CRPF personnel.

A bench of Justice Sanjay Dhar 
made the observations while 
dismissing a petition filed by the 
CRPF man, Reyaz Ahmad Khan, 
challenging an order by the para-
military force dated 31 July 2018, 
by virtue of which he was dis-
missed from service.

According to Khan, he was 
appointed as a Constable in 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) and was posted in 231 
Bn. Khan said that leave was 

sanctioned in his favour from 
10 April 2017 to 9 May 2017 but 
after the period of leave was 
over, he was unable to resume 
his duties. Khan said his 
son suffered vision 
disability, as a re-
sult of which he 
had to be admit-
ted to hospital 
at Srinagar for 
treatment. Khan 
later applied for 
extension of leave 
which was granted, in 
the first instance, for eight days 
and thereafter for another ten 
days. Ultimately, Khan said that 
he joined the duties 12 December 
2017 and performed his duties 
there upto 31st July, 2018.

All of a sudden, he said, his 

services were terminated in 
terms of order dated 31 July 
2018 and even his appeal 
against the order was dis-
missed. Among others, Khan 

had challenged the orders 
on the ground that he 

was furnished the notice 
of show cause in Hindi 
script which he was not 
able to understand, as 
such, he could not respond 

to the show cause notice.
On the other hand, 

CRPF said that a Court of 
Inquiry was also ordered by the 
Commandant on 17th October, 
2017 and it came to the fore 
that Khan had overstayed his 
leave with effect from 29 May 
2017 without any intimation 
and permission of  More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Rameswaram: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Friday 
slammed the Congress and its 
allies, including the DMK, say-
ing nothing would happen by 
changing the name of their al-
liance to INDIA.

The senior BJP leader was 
addressing a rally here, ahead 
of kick-starting Tamil Nadu BJP 
President K Annamalai's state-
wide 'En Mann, En Makkal (My 
Land, My People)' padayatra.

"When Congress and its al-
lies, including the DMK, go to 
the people seeking votes, the 
public would remember the 
corruption, including the 2G 
scam and CommonWealth 
Games scam during the UPA 

regime, " Shah said.
"Congress-DMK and allies op-

posed the removal of Art 370; is 
Kashmir ours or not," he asked.

Taking forward Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's Tamil pitch, he 
said Modi honoured Tamil cul-
ture by installing the 'sengol' in 
the new parliament building.

Shah hit out at the DMK re-
gime, calling it the most cor-
rupt in the nation and said the 
BJP yatra is an attempt to usher 
in politics of development and 
good governance in Tamil Nadu.

He named Congress and its 
allies one by one, including the 
DMK, Trinamool Congress and 
Shiv Sena (UBT), and accused 
them all of trying to empower 
their families and not the na-
tion. More on P6

SIA Files Chargesheet 
Against Two  
Jama'at Members
Agencies

Srinagar: The Special Investigation 
Agency (SIA) Kashmir on Friday 
filed a chargesheet against two 
banned Jama'at-e-Islami mem-
bers, one among them dead, in a 
case registered under the unlawful 
activities prevention (UAPA) Act.

The chargesheet was filed in 
case FIR No. 17/2019 u/s 10 UA 
(P) Act of Police Station Batmaloo, 
registered on 1 March 2019 and 
later transferred to SIA Kashmir 
in December 2021, an official 
spokesperson said.

SIA, he said, filed the chargesheet 
on Friday before the Special UAPA 
(TADA/ POTA) Court, Srinagar 
against Ab Salam Dagga of Bagji 
Islam Lal Nagar Chanapora Srinagar 
and abate chargesheet against 
Mohammad Shafi Dar of Barzulla 
Baghat Srinagar, who has expired.

During the course of the inves-
tigation, the SIA Kashmir has also 
identified 188 properties which 
were either in possession or regis-
tered in the name of unlawful as-
sociation JeI- JK, out of which iden-
tified 188 properties, out of which  
58 properties, More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Director General 
of Police (DGP) Dilbag Singh said 
on Friday that the G20 meet-
ing and the historic Muharram 
procession taken out after 34 
years, speaks volumes about 
the peaceful changes that have 
happened with the efforts of 
Police and other security forces 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Singh made these remarks 
while interacting with a 
group of Probationary IPS of-
ficers from Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel National Police 
Academy, Hyderabad at Police 
Headquarters here, a police 
spokesperson said Friday.

The DGP told the visiting of-
ficers that J&K Police has faced 
a very big share of problems 
over the last three decades and 
has now emerged as one of the 
best forces in the country.

Referring to the G20 meet-
ing organised for the first time 
in J&K and historic Muharram 
processions taken out after 
34 years; the DGP said that 
conduct of such events speaks 
about the peaceful changes 
that have happened with the 
efforts of J&K Police alongwith 
other security forces.

“Over the years different 
forces have worked tirelessly 
with an aim to bring peace and 
stability in the More on P6

Hundreds of mourners in the interiors of Dal Lake on Friday took out a procession in boats on the ninth day of the holy month of 
Muharram. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Srinagar | Saturday| 29-07-20232
From The Principal District Judge, Srinagar

 Present : Mr. Jawad Ahmad 

Mohd Maqbool Sheikh S/o Wali Mohammad  Sheikh  R/o Mir 
Behri Nand Pora Dal Sheikh Mohalla Sgr

V/S 
1. Mehra W/O Ghulam Mohdeen Sheikh D/O Wali 
Muhammad Sheikh R/O Tanga Khuni Rainawari Guripora Sgr
2. Mohammad Amin S/O Wali Mohammad Sheikh 
R/O Sheikh Mohalla Mir Behari Dal Sgr
 
 In the matter of 
Application for issuance of Succession certificate in favour of 
the petitioner(s)

Notice To Public At Large

 Where the petitioners(s) FILED ABOVE TITLED PETITON BE-
FORE THIS COURT OF ISSUANCE OF SUCCESSION certificate in 
favour of Petitioner(s) in respect of Rs 155640   as debits and 
securities in name of Deceased Namely: Late   Zoona Begum 
W/o Late Wali Mohammad Sheikh R/o Sheikh Mohalla Mir Behri 
Dal Sgr  who died on 31-03-2022 . The petition is pending dis-
posal before this court and the next date of hearing is fixed on  
03-08-2023
Public Notice is hereby issued, informing all and sundry through 
the drom of this proclamation that at any anyone has any ob-
jection for issuance of succession certificate, he/she / they shall 
appear before this court either personally or through counsel or 
any authorized agent and file objections on or before 25-03-
2023. Failing which the petition will be taken up and appropri-
ate orders will be passed in the same
In case, the date fixed is declared as holiday the matter shall be 
taken on the next working day.
Given under my hand and seal of this court on 03-08-2023

Jawad Ahmad 
nj Principal District Judge, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

 I have applied for the issuance of "D Class" Contractor Card . 
If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may fiel 
his/her objection in the office  of the R&B Office Baramulla 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
 Rouf Ahmad Bhat
S/o Nazir Ahmad Bhat fko
R/o Palhallan Raipora

PUBLIC NOTICE

 I have applied for the issuance of Fertilizer License for my 
business unit located at Hamray Tapper Highway . If anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the Plant Protection Officer 
Lalmandi Srinagar within a period of seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be 
entertained.
Bashir Ahmad Tantary 
S/o Haji Gh Ahmad Tantary  fko_r
R/o Palhallan Pattan

In The Court Of Chief 
Judicial Magistrate Shopian

In the case of 
Mukhtar Ahmad Dahal S/o Mohd Khalil Dahal 
R/o Batapora Shopian 

Applicant
VERSUS

1. Registrar Births And Deaths Shopian
(Chief Executive Municiple Officer Municipality Shopian)
2. Public at Large

(Non-applicant)
Notice To Public At Large

Whereas, the above titled petition has been filed by 
the applicant in this court for seeking directions to the 
nonapplicants for registration of  particulars of the applicant's 
Daigjter  namely    Aayat Farhan D/O Mukhtar Ahmad Dahal R/o 
Batpora Shopian who was born on 03-04-2011 at Home 
Whereas, through the medium of this proclamation, the public 
at large is informed that in case, any one has any objection in 
issuance of direction with respect to the registration of the 
death certificate of the applicants, they/she/he shall file the 
same before this court in person or through counsel within 15 
days from the date of issuance of this publication. If the date 
fixed is declared holiday the matter will be taken upon the next 
working day.
Given under my hand and seal if this office on 28-07-2023

Chief Judicial
fko Magistrate Shopian

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Ex-
amination (Class- 10th)under Roll No:. 2606281  
Session:  Regular Year 2017 through the Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School Education. Due to 
the error committed by the concerned School/
parent/ Board against my will as Umer Mehraj Instead of 
Umer Mehraj Pinchoo 
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Cam-
pus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this 
regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant Sec-
retary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 
Name: Umer Mehraj Pinchoo
F/N: Mehraj Ud Din Pinchoo
M/N : Zareefa Begum
DOB : 05-06-2003
Residence: Kulhama, Nadihal, Bandipora

nj

Public Notice
This is to inform the general public the name  on my passport 
bearing passport no.J7893210 has been wrongly mentioned as 
Rahti Begum instead of Rahma Begum .Now I want to apply for 
its correction.If anybody has any objection he/she may contact 
Regional Passport office Srinagar within seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice.No objection shall be enter-
tained thereafter.
Rahma Begum wife of Khazir Mohd Bhat 
R/o Dawlat Pora Kupwara nj

Department of Wildlife Protection
Office of the Wildlife Warden, Shopian Wildlife Division

Mini Secretariat Arahama Shopian, e-mail: wildlifeshopian@gmail.com

e-TENDERING 
Tender Notice: Fresh e-NIT No: 19 of 2023-24 dated:  27.07.2023

 For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders are invited from approved and eligible contractors registered with Union Territory of J&K / Central Government organizations for the below mentioned 
works:

S. 
No 

Name of the Work Adv. Cost 
(in Lacs) 

Earnest Money (in Rs.) Class of Contractor Cost of Tender 
document (in Rs)

Time of 
Completion

Receiving/
Opening Authority 

01 Construction of Crate wire Bunds at various Places using black annealed 
wire crate mesh to check soil erosion at Bangi Pather Nallah, Hajin Block 
Khangund Range, Tral WLS

1.66787 2 % (two percent) of 
Advertized cost at the time 
of submission of Bid/tender 
online & 3 % (Three percent) 
performance security of the 
allotted cost to be submitted 
within three days from the 
date of opening of financial 
bids by successful bidder 
Pledged to Wildlife Warden, 
Wildlife Division Shopian.

DEE Rs.200/- (25) calendar days

Tender Opening 
Committee02 Construction of DRSM works at various Spots i.e, Ramdar, Bangi pather 

and Astanard Hajin Block, Khangund Range Tral WLS
2.97060 DEE Rs.200/- (30) calendar days

03 Construction of DRSM works at various Spots i.e, Pawan Aripal and 
Dubnard zoistan, Khangund Block, Khangund Range Tral WLS

1.98424 DEE Rs.200/- (28) calendar days

04 Construction of Crate wire Bunds at various spots using black annealed 
wire crate mesh to check soil erosion at Zeethnard Nagwadi Pinglish, 
Shikargah Tral Range, Tral WLS

1.66787 DEE Rs.100/- (20) calendar days

05 Digging of Bore Well by means of mechanical means, at Khangund 
Nursery Khangund Range Tral WLS

3.50000 DEE Rs.300/- (30) calendar days

06 Construction of DRSM works at various Spots i.e, Zeethnard Nagwadi and 
Yashnardi Nallah Shikargah Tral Range, Tral WLS

1.87017 DEE Rs.200/- (20) calendar days

07 Construction of Inspection path with standard specification (1.5 mtr 
wide), Chesnag to Twiltrag, Shikargah Tral Range

1.35663 DEE Rs.200/- (15) calendar days

08 Planting of poly raised conifer saplings in staggered pits of standard size 
(Rate excluding cost of plant) Sarbal Spot II HWLS in pits of standard  
size (Rate excluding cost of plant) Sarbal Spot II HWLS 

1.46 Valid Forest Registration of J&K Forest 
Department. (Territorial) /Horticulture Deptt 
Should be valid for current financial year

Rs.200/- (10 days) planting 
will be done in 
planting season

09 Electrification of the Range Office Tral 0.90 DEE/CEE 100/- (15) calendar days

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities, (B.O.Q), set of Terms 
& Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website:- http://jktenders.
gov.in.
Position of funds: Committed 
Position of AA / TS: Accorded
Compulsory Note & Instructions: - 
Hard copy of all the documents uploaded at the time of submission of tenders should be submitted in the office within 
seven (03) days from the date of opening of Technical Bids without fail along with the copy of Registration Card of 
required class duly renewed for the year 2023-24, valid GST Registration / Latest Return, PAN Card and other relevant 
documents duly renewed. 
a) All contractors/bidders intending to participate in this tender are advised to inspect the location and nature of works 
or contact the office of the Wildlife Warden, Wildlife Division Shopian in case of any clarification before participating in 
the tender.
b. All contractors / bidders have to submit Earnest Money Deposit and Performance Security in shape of CDR/FDR as 
per Circular issued by the Chief Engineer, PW(R&B) Department, Kashmir vide No: CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 01-01-
2022. The bid/tender without accompanying Earnest Money Deposit shall be out rightly rejected. 
c) The allotment / Letter of intent (LoI) shall be made strictly & only within or as per the approved, allotted & released 
budgetary allocation at the time of issuance and shall be valid for the current financial year only. 
d) Works not completed within the stipulated time of completion shall attract fine under rule and no liability shall be 
accepted / carried forward. 
e) All the documents listed below should be scanned in 100 dpi and uploaded with the bid, providing of Aadhar Card and 
Contact Number with Contractor’s Registration Card is mandatory. 
f) The Contractor / Bidder / Agency shall upload Verification Report of Registration Card duly signed by Issuing Authority 
of the Registration Card or the Competent Authority.
The online bids must be accompanied with the following documents: - 
Part-I Technical Bid 
(Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid) 
1. Registration Card of required class duly renewed for the year 2023-24 along with verification certificate.
2. Cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable) in the shape of Treasury Challan/Receipt for particular work to be 
deposited into Major Head 0406-Forestry and Wildlife remitted between Tender Inviting Date and Tender Closing Date 
only in any Treasury of J&K UT. 
3. Earnest Money Deposit in shape of CDR/FDR as per Circular issued by the Chief Engineer, PW(R&B) Department, 
Kashmir vide No: CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 01-01-2022. 
4. The GST Registration with GST Clearance ending March-2023 
5. PAN Card / Aadhar Card / in use Contact Number. 
Part-II Financial Bid 
1. Statement of Advertised Quantity & Consideration Rates on item rate basis to be offered by the Contractor / Bidder 
towards Department {single amount to be quoted by the bidder/contractor on estimated amount} of the advertised 
quantity in BoQ. 
2. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria specification, Drawings, bill of 
quantities, (B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen /downloaded from the website 
https://jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of dates given below:

Publishing Date 28/07/2023 @ 16:00 Hrs
Downloading Start Date 29/07/2023 to  03/08/2023
Bid submission Date Start 29/07/2023 from 16:30 PM
Bid submission End Date 03/08/2023 upto 02: 00 PM
Date of opening of Technical Bid 04/08/2023 at 10:50 PM (In the Office of Regional 

Wildlife Warden, Srinagar)
Date & time of opening of financial bids (online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation 
Last Date for Submission of Original Challan and 
CDR/FDR and other documents (Hard Copy) 

Three working days from the date of opening of tenders

The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in.
Terms and Conditions
1. Bids uploaded must  Treasury Challan /Receipt in shape of Government Treasury Receipt (cost of tender 
document) for the amount shown against the work to be deposited in any Treasury of J&K UT under Account Head : 
0406-Forestry and Wildlife and Earnest Money Deposit in shape of CER/FDR as per Circular issued by the Chief Engineer, 
PW(R&B) Department, Kashmir vide No: CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 01-01-2022 pledged to Wildlife Warden, Wildlife 
Division, Shopian remitted / pledged between Tender Inviting Date and Tender Closing Date only. 
2. The technical bid uploaded should contain the cleared scan copies of the following documents. 
a. Scanned copy of Tender Fee in shape of Govt. Treasury/challan. 
b. Scanned Copy of CDR. 
c. Scanned copy of Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD/other authorized Govt. dept. duly renewed 
for the current year. 
d. Scanned copy of the Active GST Number and has filed the most recent Monthly/Quarterly GST return. The 
same will be checked by this office from GST common portal of State taxes department/Peridot app.
e. Scanned copy of the PAN Card. 
f. Latest Income Tax Return and Valid Sales Tax Clearance Certificate (Form GSTR-3B)
g. Copy of Aadhaar card. 
h. An Affidavit with points: - 1. Correctness of Documents submitted 2. Not Being Black Listed by any 
institution. 
i. Complete address with Whats App No. and email.
3. The original copies of documents, EMD @ 3% of Tender Cost, additional security (if any) and relevant 
documents be submitted to the tender inviting authority within 07 days after opening of financial bid by L1 bidder, 
otherwise the tender will be cancelled and the bidder will not be allowed to participate in any further/future tendering 
process in the Division for a period of One year.
4. In case the cost of lowest bidder is found below the advertised amount, the bidder has to deposit an 
additional performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR before issuance of award of contract to the tune as per below 
details:-

S. No. %age of unbalanced Bid viz-a viz 
advertised 

Additional Performance Security to be deposited on 
quoted Bid by Ll   

1
Upto and including 15% below Nil

2 >15% upto and Including 20% 5%
3 >20% upto and Including 25% 10%
4 >25% upto and Including 30% 15%
5 >30% 20%

5. The price bids uploaded on the website in time will be opened after the evaluation of the Technical Bids by 
the Tender Opening Committee of the Department. The dates of opening of price bids as per NIT. The price bids will be 
opened in the office of Regional Wildlife Warden, Kashmir, Boulward Road Srinagar.
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. If any 
bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of 
the bid, then the earnest money shall be stand forfeited.
7. No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted Officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in 
an Engineering Department of the State Government is allowed to work as the contractor for a period of two years after 
his retirement from government service without permission of the government. This contract is liable to be cancelled if 
either the contractor or any of his employees is found any time to be such a person who had not obtained permission from 
the government as a foresaid 
8. The interested bidder can download the NIT / Bidding documents from the website:-https://jktenders.gov.
in. 
9. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get (DSC) Digital signature Certificate as per the 
information technology Act 2000 to participate online bidding. The certificate will be required for digitally signing the 
Bid. Bidders can get above mentioned digital certificate from any approved vendor. The Bidders who already possess 
valid (DSC) Digital signature Certificate need not to procure new Digital signature Certificate. 
10. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital signature. The bids cannot be 
uploaded without Digital signature; no bid will be accepted in any physical form.
11. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in the NIT. 
12. Before submission of online bids, Bidders must ensure that scan copies of all their necessary documents 
have been attached with bid, if any document is found deficient bid will be rejected during technical evaluation only. 
13. The Department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids whatsoever reason maybe.
14. All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online. 
15. The Original Documents, submitted by L-1 should be same as uploaded on-line (scanned copies) otherwise 
the allotment will not be issued, the tenders will be cancelled and the bidders will not be allowed to participate in any 
further/future tendering process in the Division for a period of One year.
16. In case original CDR/FDR/Treasury Challan and Extra CDR/FDR and Additional “Performance Security” is 
not received by this office within 7 days from the date after opening of financial bid, the fresh tender shall be invited 
without any further correspondence with the L-1 Bidder and the work shall be got executed on his risk and cost and 
original CDR shall be fortified in conveyance with the concerned bank authorities and the same amount shall be credited 
to Revenue head of the department. 
17. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the 
Directorate of Information regarding publishing the e-NIT, in any of the newspaper under circulation. 
18. The accepting department however reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any 
reasons thereof. 
19. The contractor shall arrange the key materials like Cement, Steel, Wood other construction material on his 
own from authorized dealers for the above said work and quality of material shall be ISI marked and have to be verified / 
passed by the concerned Engineering wing/ Officers of the department before the start of work. 
1. Cement: As per ISI mark of standard brand. 
2. Steel/Mesh/ wire: As per ISI mark. 
3. PCC posts of standard quality with testing report.
20. The Department reserves the right to cancel (withdraw) the tender without assigning any reasons thereof, 
at any stage. 
21. Bidder shall quote their rates complete inclusive of all carriages, loading, unloading of material and the 
rates quoted shall interalia deemed to include price escalation and all taxes, cess & charges upto the completion of the 
Work and other overheads 
22. Bidders shall also provide their 16 digit J&K Bank Account No. and Contact No. (Mobile/Landline) and 
e-mail. 
23. The rates are inclusive of all taxes and charges etc. 
24. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD Form 25 (double leaf) and as per the detailed 
document. 
25. The Lowest Bidder/Contractor should ensure that the allotted work be started within one week after 
getting the work order/Letter of Intent/acceptance, if failed to do so, the work order/ Letter of Intent will be cancelled. 
The letter of Intent/Acceptance or work order allotment will be send through e-mail to the Contractor by the Authority or 
can be collected from the Office of Wildlife Warden, Shopian Wildlife Division. 
26. Affidavit/ undertaking from judicial Magistrate (court) that the allotted work will be completed within 
time prescribed in the e-Nit, if fails action under rules will be taken.    
27. The Contractor shall have to take e-photographs of each work before execution, during execution and after 
completion of work. 
28. Defect Liability Period is 6 months after the date of Completion. 
29. The Contractor has to pay for all the Quality Test Checks as felt necessary by the Engineering Wing.
30. The conditional tenders shall be rejected. 
31. In case of any dispute the decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden J & K Govt./Regional Wildlife Warden 
Kashmir shall be final binding

Sd/-
Wildlife Warden,

Shopian Wildlife Division,
Block C 2nd Floor Mini-Secretariat, Shopian

No: WLW-Spn/Estt/2023/881-83   
DIPK-6001/23   Dated: 28.07.2023

ash k

Novel Antibiotic To Treat Serious 
Bacterial Infections Being Developed
Press Trust Of India

Researchers are de-
veloping a new 
broad-spectrum an-
tibiotic compound 

aimed at treating serious 
infections caused by mul-
tidrug-resistant bacteria, 
especially in high-burden 
countries, including India.

The compound, 
BWC0977, is hoped to treat 
patients in both critical 
care and community set-
tings. It has the potential 
against infections that are 
becoming progressively 
difficult to treat due to 
the increase of antimicro-

bial resistance (AMR) in 
pathogens, such as Aci-
netobacter baumannii and 
Klebsiella pneumoniae.

Currently, the most 
difficult-to-treat infec-
tions are caused by Gram-
negative bacteria, which 
have become resistant to 
most available antibiotic 
treatments, the research-
ers said. Development of 
new antibiotics that are 
effective against such in-
fections is critical to coun-
ter the public health crisis 
in hospitals everywhere, 
but especially in coun-
tries with a high burden of 
AMR, they said.

"Since 2019, we have 
been following with in-
terest the development 
of BWC0977 as a poten-
tial treatment for drug-
resistant infections caused 
by the most harmful and 
deadly bacteria on the 
WHO priority pathogens 
list,” said Manica Balas-
egaram, Executive Direc-
tor at the Global Antibiotic 
Research & Development 
Partnership (GARDP). "We 
are delighted to be able 
to accelerate the develop-
ment of this promising 
antibiotic compound, by 
supporting clinical and 
pharmaceutical develop-

ment activities, with the 
hope of getting it to pa-
tients where it is most 
needed,” Balasegaram said.

GARDP has joined forc-
es with Bugworks Research 
Inc. (Bugworks), a clinical-
stage biopharmaceutical 
company with research 
and development facilities 
in Bengaluru, with the goal 
of formalising it through a 
collaboration agreement 
by the end of the year. Ac-
cording to the agreement, 
GARDP would provide re-
sources and funding for up 
to USD 20 million to en-
sure a robust development 
programme for BWC0977.
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :00

ZUHR 12:37

ASR 5: 33

Magrib 7:40
ISHA 9: 14

•	 1693- War of the Grand Alliance: Battle of Landen/ 
Neerwinden - France wins

•	 Pyrrhic victory over Allied forces in the Netherlands.
•	 1696- Louis XIV. King of France, &amp; Victor Amadeus 

II, Duke of Savoy, sign Peace of Turin,
•	 a turning point in the War of the League of Augsburg
•	 1783- Skaptar Volcano on Iceland erupts killing about 

9,000
•	 1786- 1st newspaper published west of Alleghanies, 

Pitts Gazette
•	 1858- Treaty of Amity and Commerce/Harris Treaty 

signed between US &amp; Japan opening
•	 Japanese ports to trade
•	 1899 -The First Hague Convention is signed.
•	 1913- Albania becomes sovereignty under prince 

Wilhelm von Wied
•	 1914- Russia mobilize troops along Austrian boundary
•	 1914- In response to Austria’s declaration of war on 

Serbia, Russian diplomats and general
•	 urge general mobilization, but the Tsar calls for partial 

mobilization
•	 1921- Adolf Hitler becomes leader of the National 

Socialist German Workers Party

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

10  Muharram

1445

From KO Archives

Dramatic Encounter 
Rattles City Centre
1 Killed, scores hurt as militants target 
security forces in Budshah chowk
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR - Militants struck the busy business hub of the 
capital city this evening setting off a fierce gunbattle with 
security forces in which an unspecified number of people, 
including five media persons and half a dozen security 

personnel, were injured.
The militants hurled a grenade at a Maruti Gypsy of BSF 

(JKO1E-3803) setting it on fire and later opened fire at a BSF 
armoured vehicle at the KMD bus stand in the close vicinity of 
Akhara building at around 5 pm, official sources said adding the 
militants then barged into the Bengal-Gujarati hotel and began 
firing at security personnel outside. The security forces hit back 
triggering an exchange of fire and the gunbattle continued till 
late hours Friday.

Six mediapersons—four cameramen and two press photog-
raphers—were injured in the incident while performing.  Three 
BSF personnel, a police constable and five civilians were also in-
jured in the initial exchange of fire which erupted when the area 
was teeming with people most of them heading homes after office 
hours and some busy shopping. The injured civilians included a 
woman and son of a Congress worker. 

At least two militants remained holed up in Auqaf building 
and an adjacent one.   The buildings are located near the Aknara 
building which houses the hol mace of Hindu diety Shiva besides 
large number of BSF troopers.

Later both the buildings were surrounded by security forces 
and intermittent firing between the two sides continued as the 
troops were making efforts to neutralize militants till late in 
this evening. Al-Mansoorian and Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen militant 
outfits claimed responsibility for the dramatic attack in separate 
statements to a local news agency but gave no further details 
about the intended target or about the number of militants 
involved in the strike.

A police vehicle which was passing the area at the time of 
the firing was hit by a stray bullet in the petrol tank setting it on 
fire. The vehicle was gutted in the fire but the driver managed to 
jump out of it in the nick of time, the sources said. Fire brigade 
personnel rushed to the scene immediately to douse the flames.

The heavy exchange of fire led to the closure of all shops and 
business establishments in the area and adjacent busy business 
centres of Lai Chowk, Koker Bazar, Gawkadal, Red Cross Road 
and Amirakadal.

The busy roads wore a deserted look with only security 
personnel moving the scene of the gunbattle as reinforcements

were called in. Movement of traffic came to a standstill in 
the area.

"This was a fidayeen attack. A group of militants fired at the 
paramilitary pickets in Akhara building and simultaneously a 
grenade was launched at a police jeep in the same area," Inspec-
tor General of Police Javaid Makhdoomi said.          

"It was a coordinated terror act. The security forces foiled 
the attempt of the militants to enter the Akhara building, which 
houses a temple of Lord Shiva called Chhari Mubarak."

 (Kashmir Observer, 29 July, 2005)

DIPK-NB-2292/23   dated: 28-07-2023

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 

(BOPEE) 
Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 

Website: www.jkbopee.gov.in E-mail: coejakbopee@gmail.com/helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com 

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE) 
Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar):  0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 

website: https://www.jkbopee.gov.in, 
email: helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com / coejakbopee@gmail.com 

 

Subject: - 

 

 

1. Principal Secretary to the Hon’ble
2. Principal Secretary to the Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor, UT of Ladakh. 
3. 

DIPK-NB-2301/23

Auqaf Jamia Pays Tributes To 
Martyrs Of Karbala
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Anjuman Auqaf Jamia Masjid 
on behalf of its head Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, who is under house since Aug 5 2019, 
has  paid glorious tribute to the Martyrs of 
Karbala especially Hazrat Imam Hussain 
(AS) - the beloved grandson of the beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) - for their 
great and historic sacrifices.

The Anjuman in a statement said 
to safeguard the thought (belief), teach-
ings and basic tenets of Islam, Hazrat 
Imam Aali Muqaam (AS), on 10 Mu-

harram-ul-Haram 61 Hijri, along with 
his brave associates expressed such 
valor and sacrifice which will continue 
to guide the entire humanity till the 
last day.

"Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) by 
refusing to surrender before tyrants 
(falsehood) set an example which acts 
as torchbearer for those striving for 
truth (Haq), till the Day of Judgment, 
the Anjuman said, adding that the ex-
emplary sacrifices of the Martyrs of 
Karbala will always guide the Muslims 
as Imam Aali Muqaam's (AS) martyr-

dom in the scorching desert of Karbala 
is a glorious chapter in the history of 
Islam and humanity."

It added that it was a tradition 
since centuries of the Mirwaizeen to 
visit Alam Sahib Shrine in Narwara 
and highlight the significance of Mu-
harram-ul-Haram and pay tribute to 
Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA) and the 
Martyrs of Karbala. "Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq too used to visit the shrine and 
throw light on Ashura but due to his 
continuous house detention, all this 
could not be possible this year as well."

GMC Organizes Service Camp 
For 9th Muharram Procession 
At Shamaswari, Fateh Kadal
Observer News Service

Srinagar: On the eve of 
09th Muharram, Gandhi 
Memorial College, Sri-
nagar today organized 
a free service camp for 
mourners’ procession at 
Shamaswari, Fateh Kadal.

On this occasion, 
juice, water and free 
medicines were distrib-
uted among the partici-
pants of the procession.

The Principal, Prof 

((Dr) G M Lone personally 
supervised the proceed-
ings of this service camp.

The NSS Wing, NCC, 
College Health center, 
Physical Education 
Department and Fac-
ulty members engaged 
themselves in providing 
various services to the 
mourners with the larger 
objective of fostering 
compassion, unity, and 
solidarity among partici-
pants and the community.

KU Gears Up For 20th 
Annual Convocation
Observer News Service

Srinagar: To ensure the 
smooth and successful 
conduct of the 20th An-
nual Convocation of the 
University of Kashmir to 
be held in near future, a 
meeting of the universi-
ty’s Steering Committee 
constituted for oversee-
ing the preparations for 
the event was held here 
on Friday.

In a statement issued 
to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), Vice Chancel-
lor, University of Kash-
mir, Prof. Nilofer Khan 
who chaired the meet-

ing impressed upon the 
various committees con-
stituted for various pur-
poses to work on their 
respective responsibili-
ties in advance to make 
this high profile event a 
grand success.

She said, “This is a 
grand celebration when 
our students receive the 
fruit of their hard work 
and we must gear up for 
its smooth conduct.”

The convocation is 
likely to be held in the 
near future and in this 
regard the university’s 
administration has al-
ready started making 
preparations.

City Mayor Pays Glorious 
Tributes to Shohada-e-Karbala

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Mayor of 
Srinagar, Junaid Azim 
Mattu Friday paid glo-
rious tributes to the 
martyrs of Karbala, and 
highlighted the spirit 
and essence of Karbala 
and the sacrifice of Imam 
Hussain (AS).

The Mayor said, 
"The day of Ashura is a 
day of great significance 
for Muslims all over the 
world. It is a day to re-
member the sacrifice of 
Imam Hussain (AS) and 
his companions, who 

stood up against tyranny 
and injustice. The spirit 
of Karbala is a reminder 
that we must always 
stand up for what is 
right, even in the face of 
overwhelming odds and 
injustice."

The Mayor also said 
that the sacrifice of Imam 
Hussain (A.S) is a lesson 
in courage, resilience, 
and faith. "Imam Hussain 
(A.S) and his companions 
showed us that it is pos-
sible to stand up to oppres-
sion, even when it means 
sacrificing our own lives. 
Their sacrifice is an inspi-
ration to us all," he added.

He called on all Mus-
lims to commemorate 
the day of Ashura with 
prayers, fasting, and re-
flection. "Let us remem-
ber the sacrifice of Imam 
Hussain and his compan-
ions, and let us resolve 
to live our lives in accor-
dance with their teach-
ings," Mattu said.

“The spirit of 
Karbala is a powerful 
one. It is a spirit of re-
sistance, of courage, and 
of sacrifice. It is a spirit 
that has inspired Mus-
lims for centuries, and 
it continues to inspire us 
today", he added.

Child taking a nap in fathers lap during 9th Muharram procesion at Dal Lake in Srinagar on Friday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat



V
aeth (Vitasta) is unequivocally 
called the emblem of kashmiri-
yat. This river is the jugular 
vein of kashmir, and one of the 

oldest companions of a glorious civili-
zational heritage which is testimony to 
an unparalleled legacy of thousands of 
years. The great river bears witness to 
different eras of kashmiriyat, as it has 
withstood many ebbs and flows along-
side its custodians. The river has cra-
dled great sons of the soil like Laltaditya, 
Bud-Shah the great and many others. It 
adds aura to the idyllic cities, towns and 
villages situated on its banks. It plays 
a pivotal role in our progression as our 
economy is chiefly agro-based. 

With all its glory and importance, it 
is however, in a state of wrath. It is ap-
palling to learn that Vitasta (River Jhe-
lum) has begun to intimidate its own 
caretakers and guardians because they 
have been fiddling with mother nature 
unabatedly. 

Hydaspes very often swells up to 
incessant and torrential rains during 
summer seasons, and consequently, 
threatens Kashmiris of catastrophic 
fury. Kashmir valley has experienced 
the wrath of Jhelum in the past, at 
many occasions. Since the valley is a 
cold region, abundant rains and snow 
are indispensable for its sustenance. So, 
prolonged snow spells and pretty large 
amounts of rains are quite common dur-
ing winter and spring seasons. But, sum-
mer months often provoke the Jhelum 
to spate and anger when it rains heav-
ily. Monsoon winds coupled with occa-
sional western disturbances often create 
frenzied visuals in the Veath. The havoc 
wreaked by relentless spells and show-
ers in 2014, is still fresh on the canvas of 
our reminiscences. The fury of nature 
then had turned the valley into an ocean 
where commoners were terribly battling 
to survive. 

Now, every surge in the river trig-
gers common Kashmiris because the 
deluge of 2014 is still fresh in Kashmir’s 
memory. Ugly and indelible scars of the 
inundation are yet to heal up fully.  

Recent torrential rains in the Hima-
layan regions of India like Uttarakhand 
and UttarPradesh are enough to send 
shivers down our spine. 

Though rains in the plains of Kash-
mir during June and July 2023 have been 
intermittent and scattered but the dis-
charge in Hydespas ( River Jhelum ) and 
its other tributaries has been exceed-
ingly high and horrifying. I won't deny 
the copious amounts of rains at higher 
altitudes of our valley which have been 
instrumental in the surge of the river. 

But, the scary discharge levels in the 
river Jhelum were quite unusual and 
unanticipated. 

The disproportionate gush in the riv-
er should not be attributed to rains alone 
but there is also probably an underly-
ing phenomenon which infuriates the 
river. Rise in surface temperature of the 
planet, called global warming, is a bug 
responsible for this execrable change. 
Incendiary temperature at regional and 
global level, is aggravating the crisis. 
Our own valley of Kashmir is entrapped 
in this ghastly calamity.

Very recently, we had to combat a 
nerve-wracking heat wave which forced 
authorities to extend summer vacations 
from ten to fifteen days. The unpleas-
antly warm weather had almost turned 
hostile to us. Scorching and swelter-
ing  weather didn't only give us prickly 
heat, but caused extensive damage to 
our glacial wealth. Our water treasures 
viz glaciers are already under the threat 
of terrible recession due to soaring tem-
peratures in our valley. Last ten days 
of June 2023 gave some scary visuals to 
the neighbours of river Jhelum with its 

swirling cascades and rise. Flashfloods 
are ravaging habitations. 

River Jhelum is the chief source of 
irrigation and drinking water for major 
areas of the valley. So, sufficient flow in 
it is significantly important for our sur-
vival. But, the unusual discharge in its 
basin has become a double edged sword 
for us. On the one hand, it poses terrible 
threat to life and property, and on the 
other hand, it hollows us silently. The 
alarming recession rate of our glaciers 
is a serious cause of concern for all of us. 
Going by this rate, our aquatic resources 
are sure to dry up very soon. Our prog-
eny and future generations will curse 
us for being callous and insensitive to-
wards the grave issue. We can't afford to 
be complacent and callous. We must take 
concrete steps to minimise the recession 
rate of our glaciers. 

Since our valley is an eco-sensitive 
region, so we must be extra cautious 
towards our environment and its dif-
ferent components. We have begun to 
fiddle with eco-sensitive regions. Poly-
thene bags, wrappers of junk foods, plas-
tic bottles and other materials are seen 

abundantly piling up in forests, water 
bodies, glacial sites and other eco-sensi-
tive spots. Nature invites us to explore 
its hidden treasures, but unnecessary 
human intervention and meddling is 
proving costly for us. We definitely can't 
eliminate the plastic from our lives, but 
we can certainly safeguard and conserve 
our natural resources and treasures 
from its ill effects. Though management 
of non-biodegradable waste viz plastic 
products is a daunting challenge for the 
entire humanity, but there are certain 
ways to combat it.

Plastic alone is not the fons-et-origo 
of the drastic climate change. Defor-
estation is another detrimental factor 
which has caused severe damage to our 
environment. Plundering the green-gold 
has become a norm in our part of the 
globe. Both commoners and people at 
the helm chop trees in one or the other 
pretext. If axing trees to meet different 
human requirements and necessities be-
comes inevitable at times, then we must 
not forget to plant new trees against the 
chopped ones. It will help us to maintain 
the ecological balance of the susceptible 
and eco-sensitive regions like Kashmir. 
Ironically, we pay no heed to it. Even 
Islamic teachings stress upon the con-
servation and management of the envi-
ronment. Sustainable development of 
natural resources is inevitable to sanc-
tify the truth of " Live and let live."

Emission of greenhouse gases is yet 
another detrimental factor for the ob-
noxious climate change. Impact of global 
warming on climate stirs the souls of 
sensitive people. Europe is bracing up 
for its hottest ever temperatures. Sic-
ily and Sardinia in Italy are sizzling at 
48 degrees centigrade. The whole world 
is caught up in the cruel pangs of the 
warming. Our valley is now no excep-
tion to it. Number of petrol and diesel 
vehicles has increased manifold. Conse-
quently, the temperatures are soaring. 
And the mounting mercury infuriates 
the Vitasta and other rivulets. A poten-
tial flood threat is still looming large on 
us. But, we are in a deep slumber. The 
crisis may go from bad to worse, if a 
pragmatic approach is not adopted by 
both commoners and people at the helm.  

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kashmir 
Observer 

The author is a Teacher and a 
Columnist. He can be reached at 

mushtaqhurra143@gmail.com
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The Enraged Vaeth
Mushtaq Hurra 

Now, every 
surge in the river 
triggers common 
Kashmiris because 
the deluge of 2014 
is still fresh in 
Kashmir’s memory. 
Ugly and indelible 
scars of the 
inundation are yet 
to heal up fully

Nep2020: Leading India 
Into A Knowledge Revolution 

Dharmendra Pradhan

K
nowledge is power. India's rich knowl-
edge capacity is evident in the Vedas 
and Upanishads, serving as vast sources 
of wisdom for centuries. With our an-

cient Indian universities such as Nalanda and 
Takshashila, India has been an International 
Knowledge hub of the past. Over time, India's 
knowledge prowess and wealth attracted many, 
including the Mughals, Mongols, British, Dutch, 
and Portuguese, who invaded India in various pe-
riods of time in history resulting in a significant 
destruction of India’s knowledge treasures. But it 
is well known and accepted, that while the invad-
ers could loot our lands and destroy our univer-
sities, they remained defeated by the Gurus and 
Yogis of our land. 

While Britain led the world during the second 
Industrial Revolution, it was the United States that 
led in the third. Today, as India surpasses Britain 
to become the fifth largest economy globally, the 
time is ripe for it to once again become the epicen-
ter of knowledge and lead the world into the 4th In-
dustrial Revolution marked by exponential growth 
in new and emerging technologies.

Amidst these expected changes, in 2014, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi set forth a vision 
to transform India's education system into a global 
knowledge powerhouse of the 21st century. With 
over 260 million school-going children and over 40 
million students in higher education, India’s edu-
cation system is one of the largest globally. After 
extensive discussions with stakeholders, includ-
ing public, the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 was launched after a gap of 34 years. As we 
approach July 29th, 2023, we celebrate NEP’s third 
anniversary with a 2-day Akhil Bhartiya Shiksha 
Samagam – a ‘Maha Kumbh’ on Education. 

Last three years of NEP has seen significant 
achievements. For the first time in India's histo-
ry, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
is integrated into the formal schooling system, 
recognizing the evidence that over 80% of the 
child’s cumulative brain development happens 

before the age of 8. Additionally, a play-based ped-
agogy is emphasized in the development of the 
first National Curriculum Framework for Foun-
dational Stage (NCF-FS), catering to children 
aged 3-8. This framework incorporates diverse 
activities like conversations, stories, music, arts, 
crafts, games, nature field trips, and interactive 
play with materials and toys. An exemplar of this 
approach, the Jadui Pitara (Magic box), has been 
created for schools to adopt. 

Textbooks for classes 1 and 2 based on NCF-
FS are released, complementing the national 
NIPUN Bharat Mission to achieve foundational 
literacy and numeracy by 2026. Around 150 new 

textbooks will be made available, aligning with 
the upcoming National Curriculum Framework 
for School Education (NCF-SE). These will be the 
books of the Amrit Kaal and will be developed in 
at least 22 Indian languages, promoting the vision 
of multilingual education under NEP2020. Digital 
versions of textbooks are being made accessible 
through PM e-vidya, ensuring equitable and on-
demand access. PM SHRI  Schools for Rising India 
representing the true spirit of NEP are also being 
set up across the country. 

NEP 2020 has given special emphasis on vo-
cational education through its integration and 
mainstreaming with general education. We are 
creating alignment between Samagra Shiksha 
and the Skill India Mission to introduce skilling 
programs at school level. 5000 Skill Hubs are be-
ing set up in schools to provide comprehensive 

skilling and vocational training program to stu-
dents and dropouts.

Furthermore, a unique National Credit 
Framework (NCrF) has been introduced that 
credits formal and informal learning, spanning 
school, higher, and skill education & training. 
NCrF enables multiple entry and exit at various 
levels, allowing students to re-enter the higher 
education system any time in their life.  Credits 
will accumulate in a student's Academic Bank of 
Credit (ABC) for recognition. 

Technology is enabling students to pursue 
degree programs online, offering increased flex-
ibility to learners and enhancing access to quality 

education, especially in remote areas. Credits can 
now also be earned through online courses on the 
SWAYAM portal and soon, a Digital University- 
one of its kind will be set up in India.  

The digital ecosystem for skilling has also 
been further strengthened with a unified Skill 
India Digital platform for enabling demand-
based skilling, linking with employers, including 
MSMEs, and facilitating access to entrepreneur-
ship schemes. We are also working on to facilitate 
global mobility of skilled candidates. 30 India In-
ternational Skill Centres are being set up aimed 
at imparting international standard skill train-
ing to the youth and enhancing overseas opportu-
nities for the skilled workforce.  Over 330 new age 
courses specifically tailored to meet the needs of 
Industry 4.0 have been developed.

To overcome language barriers in learning, 

many Higher Education institutions are now offer-
ing technical programs in many Indian languages. 
AI translation tools are facilitating the translation 
of textbooks into different Indian languages. Major 
entrance exams like JEE, NEET, and CUET are 
now available in 13 languages. 

In the realm of internationalizing education, 
India’s institutions are setting up campuses over-
seas. While IIT Madras is going global with its 
planned campus in Zanzibar-Tanzania, an MoU to 
set up IIT Delhi in the UAE was also signed in the 
presence of PM Modi himself earlier this month. 
Notable foreign universities are also setting up 
their campuses in GIFT City in Gujarat, and there 
are ambitious plans to further expand the presence 
of other Indian institutions, including a school 
board, overseas in the near future.

The dream of Viksit Bharat under the Amrit 
Kaal can only be achieved by fulfilling the aspira-
tions of the Amrit Peedhi. With about 65% of our 
population in the working age group, we must cre-
ate frameworks for an age in which lifelong learn-
ing and skilling are expected to become the order 
of the day. 

Driven by the spirit of Vasudhaiv Kutum-
bakam, India is on its way to becoming a de-facto 
leader of the 21st century. And NEP plays a vital 
role in connecting this transformation to the pres-
ent reality. By emphasizing rootedness in India's 
Knowledge Systems with an outlook to make global 
citizens, it has the potential to be a guiding philos-
ophy for creating a knowledge-based society any-
where globally, especially for the poor and emerg-
ing economies that are looking to break free from 
the shadows of colonization. As NEP enters into its 
fourth year, its success will mean a Viksit Bharat 
(Developed India) by 2047 and a global world order 
centered on knowledge sharing and peace. 

Views expressed in the article are the author’s own 
and do not necessarily represent the editorial stance 

of Kashmir Observer
The author is Union Minister for Education,  Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship 

NEP 2020 has given special emphasis on vocational 
education through its integration and mainstreaming with general 

education. We are creating alignment between Samagra Shiksha and the 
Skill India Mission to introduce skilling programs at school level. 5000 
Skill Hubs are being set up in schools to provide comprehensive skilling 
and vocational training program to students and dropouts.
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IMAM (A.S.), NEVER WANTED WAR 
BUT SOMETHING BEYOND BEFORE 
THE WILL OF ALLAH. He chose victory 
of right over wrong, of fair over unfair, of 
just over unjust, of devout over deviated, 
of compassion over arrogance, of sacrifice 
over forbid, of benevolence over greed, of 
knowledge over ignorance

THE LIVES OF THE 
INFALLIBLE AHLUL 
BAYT, A.S., ARE NOT 
MERE LIVES BUT 
A SET OF IDEALS 
- EISAAR, SABR, 
EHTIRAM, IBADAT, 
IKHLAQ, INSAAF, 
HAYA, MASAWAAT 
ETC. (SACRIFICE, 
PATIENCE, 
RESPECT,PRAYER, 
MANNERS, JUSTICE, 
HAYA, EQUALITY, 
ETC.) to guide 
theadherents of 
faith to shape an 
ideal society based 
on these values. 
Remembering the 
martydom of Hussain 
Ibn Ali, a.s. at Karbala, 
guides us to follow 
the right path and to 
avoid the ignorant, 
for a just & fair social 
order signifying 
humanity

Think
Opinion   Analysis  Essays

Hussain Ibn Ali 
Humanity’s Lore

Mohammed Saleem

Humanity is defined as the 
quality or state of being 
kind to others – humans or 
even animals. An approach 

derived from appreciation of human 
values and ofunique ability of the hu-
mans to express it.

In Islamic sense, it primarily stems 
from the divine direction – inni akha-
fullaha rabul aalameen (Holy Qur’an, 
59:16) “… Surely, I fear Allah , the 
Lord of the worlds”.Precisely, the 
sense of humanity demands capacity of 
a person to offer care, respect, express 
hospitality, exhibit love and tolerance, 
extend forgiveness and express ability 
to promote equality. Philosophers 
say, that in lighter sensehumanity 
means happiness and in wider sense 
it can be obtained by virtues, that is 
full understanding of our morals and 
strengths. But for the infallible Imams 
(a.s.), it is their divine fikr o amal and 
simple manifestation to guide us.

The lives of the infallible Ahlul 
Bayt, a.s., are not mere lives but a 
set of ideals – Eisaar, Sabr, Ehtiram, 
Ibadat, Ikhlaq, Insaaf, Haya, Ma-
sawaat etc. (sacrifice, patience, 
respect,prayer, manners, justice, 
haya, equality, etc.) to guide thead-
herents of faith to shape an ideal 
society based on these values. Re-
membering the martydom of Hussain 
Ibn Ali, a.s. at Karbala, guides us to 
follow the right path and to avoid the 
ignorant, for a just & fair social order 
signifying humanity.

While nurturing these virtues of 
humanity and sacrifice, the grand-
son of Prophet Muhammed (s.a.w.a) 
Hussain Ibn Ali (a.s.), avoided 
foreseeable blood shed at the holy 
land of Madinah and moved towards 
Makkah and then to Kaufaturning 
Hajj into Umrah. To understand the 
aforesaid ideals and wisdom (hikmah) 
of Hussain ibn Ali (a.s.), a brief glance 
at the historical events would lend 
credence to it.

The history goes – Hussain Ibn Ali, 
a.s., left Madinah in a state of hope 
and apprehension like Prophet Musa, 
a.s., who in hope and fear, when 
unjust Bani Israelites were planning 
for his murder, had left Egypt to 
Madinah as ordained by Allah (Holy 
Qur’an, Sura al-Qasas, 28: verse 21) 
– “ So he (Musa) lefttherefrom, fear-
ing , awaiting (and) he said, My Lord 
! Save me from the unjust people”. 
An acclaimed Islamic scholar, Tabri 
in his book Tareekh e Islam (vol. 6) 
writes that when Hussain ibn Ali 
(a.s.), left Madinah on 28th Rajab, 60 
Hijri, Sunday evening , in a similar 
state of hope and apprehension, same 
verse of holy Qur’an (28:21) was on 
his lips, seeking refuge of Allah from 
the unjust people to avoid foresee-
able blood shed at Madinah. A simi-
larity of situation and the will of Al-
lah. Hussain ibn Ali, a.s., in a state of 
loneliness and estranged world, never 
intended to stir conflict in the turbu-
lent land of his grandfather but to 
remain silent, sensing the fragile and 
unjust situation, barely 50 years after 
the Prophet’s passing, so that blood 
of the innocents is not shed. He pre-
ferred silence over conflict & afflic-
tion, leaving no chance to the future 
historians to allege that Imam got 
into an avoidable conflict and wasted 
sanctity of Madinah. Simultaneously, 
by remaining silent, Hussain ibn Ali 

(a.s.), didn’t want to affirm the arro-
gance and unjust dictates of Yazid so 
that anti Islam barbarous acts would 
get unduly established. In this pur-
suit his other companions of Madinah 
like Abdullah ibn Abbas, Abdul Rah-
man ibn AbiBakr and Abdullah ibn 
Zubair participated, being familiar 
with the habits and style of Yazid & 
thus wouldn’t consider legitimacy of 
Yazid. This made smooth sailing for 
Yazid difficult, threatening his fragile 
empire and empty grandeur.

Yazid sent a letter to Walid, his 
cousin, formally informing about the 
demise of his father, Muawiya, on 22nd 
Rajab 60 Hijr. Then he wrote a second 
letter asking him to coerce Hussain 
Ibn Ali, a.s., and his companions for 
allegiance (baiyyat) of Yazid and 
in case of their defiance be harsh.
He, as required by the so-

called sovereign order, sought advice 
of Marwan, the former Governor of 
Madinah, who said that Abdullah ibn 
Abbas and Abdul Rahman ibn Abi 
Bakr will neither offend nor participate 
in khilafat. But a message be sent to 
Hussain ibn Ali ,a.s., and Abdullah ibn 
Zubairand if they disagree for baiyyat, 
then kill them. Walid sent a young boy, 

Abdullah ibn Amr bin Osman, as mes-
senger to Masjid e Nabvi and Hussain 
ibn Ali, a.s. Abdllah ibn Zubair heard 
the message and sensing the ill will 
of Marwan decided appropriate to 
migrate from Madinah. The Imam 
(a.s.) , didn’t sleep the whole night of 
28th Rajab 60 Hijri, offered fatiha on 
the grave of his brother, Hassan,a.s. 
(Jannatul Baqee), on the turbat of his 
mother, Hazrat Fatima Zehra, s.a., 
and the holy Masjid Nabvi, mauso-
leum of his grandfather, the Prophet 
Muhammad(s.a.w.a). Past twilight, by 
early dawn, the Imam (a.s.), sad and 
dismayed, bade farewell to his dear 
homeland and to the devout followers.

A small caravan, including women 
and children left on that common high-
way to Makkah which Abdullah ibn 
Zubair skipped and rather chose some 
uncommon route. The Imam (a.s.), 
thought that none should perceive that 
he left for war, accompanying the de-
cedents of Abu Talib including women 
and children, and none should say that 
he fled deceptively. That is why he 
chose the highway.

The Imam (a.s.), left from Ma-
dinah to the sacred land of Makkah 
where Hajj had to be performed after 
some months and possibility of meet-
ing entire Muslim ummah on this sac-
rid & peaceful land. On 3rd Shaban, 
60 Hijri, Thursday, the Imam, a.s., 
reached Makkah and stayed at Shaab 
e Ali. And people came in groups to 
meet and thus Imam attained focus 
and by then Abdullah ibn Zubair had 

also reached. Already 
having seen, sensed 

again the 

insensi t iv i ty 
of time, the Imam didn’t let anyone 
know in advance about his migration. 
On arriving at Makkah, the Imam, 
a.s.,remained silent. But farway 

from Makkah, in Kufa public were 
in ferment on Yazid’s unruly and 
wild behaviour demeaning religious 
obligations and the like.They invited 
the Imam, a.s., in one voice and one 
heart, writing most affectionate and 
benevolent letter, delivered through 
Abdullah bin Asabi Hamdani and 
Abdullah bin Dhal to the Imam, on 
10thRamazan. Then followed the invi-
tations in hundreds. In the meantime, 
some kind-hearted Governor of Kufa, 
Numan bin Bashir, was unceremoni-
ously removed by Yazid and replaced 
by Abdullah ibn Ziyad. Then strange-
ly, those Kufans who wholeheartedly 
invited the Imam (a.s.), overwhelm-

ingly stood against him at Karbala, a 
twist apparently unperceivable. But all 
was designed.

After 150 days of tiring jour-
ney that saw his caravan cross over 
900 miles, the Imam (a.s)., finally 
reached Karbala, also called Naina-
wa, Ghazarya, Shabte Furat, on 2nd 
Muharram 61 Hijri (2ndOctober, 680 
AD), Thursday.

Wrote a letter to Habib ibn Maza-
hir , who along with Muslim bin Aqeel 
joined on 5th or 6th Muharram. Then 
followed initial defiance & subsequent 
martyrdom of Hurr, by some historians 
was the first martyr. In the small army 
of the Imam, a.s., comprising around 
70 persons , were very elderly like 
Muslim ibn Owsaja and Habib ibn 
Mazahir.The army of Yazid would 
number between 35,000 to 1,00,000 as 
numerously written. On 10thMoharram 
night, the Imam, a.s., and his compan-
ions including children, and an African-
Kaneez, Hazrat Fiza (r.a.), all showed 
gracious contentment. Hussain ibn 
Ali (a.s)., put off the candle during the 

Ashura night, so that anyone 
desiring to leave could. 
But none left. The night 
passed in prayers. The 
dawn of Ashura saw 
the gloomed sky, the 
day saw the offering 

of sacrifices one by one, 
from six month old Ali 
Asgar ibn Hussain, a.s., 
to 75 year old Habib ibn 

Mazahir. Then came Zuhur 
(noon time) when Hussain ibn 

Ali (a.s.), stood for the prayer and 
lost his devout companions shielding 

him and finally around Asr (afternoon) 
the Imam was martyred most inhumane-
ly with hundreds of body wounds with 
sacred head severed. Thus began anoth-
er epoch of trail and tribulations for the 
survivingBani Hashim women, children 
and ill ones to cross numerous cities 
from Karbala to Syria and finally to Ma-
dinah, covering nearly 1414 miles. The 
legendary daughter of Ali ibn AbiTalib 
(a.s.), sister of Hussain ibn Ali, a.s., 
Hazrat Zainab, s.a., enroute delivered 
the sermons and at theYazid’s Court at 
Syria (Shaam) which shook the tyrants. 
The faith that once was groomed and 
nurtured after centuries of age of igno-
rance in the Arabian peninsula, saw its 
doomed canvass painted with blood of 
the pious and saintly, which renewed the 
Islamic message of humanity & peace.

Historically seen, Hussain ibn Ali, 
a.s., could have sought the support 
from the neighbouring kingdoms “and 
even escaped to a fortress in the desert 
that had defied the power of Caesar 
and Chosroes and confided in the fi-
delity of the tribe of Tai, which would 
have armed ten thousand warriors in 
his defence”, Writes Gibbon (Decline 
& Fall of the Roman Empire). But the 
Imam (a.s.), never wanted war but 
something beyond before the will of 
Allah. He chose victory of right over 
wrong, of fair over unfair, of just over 
unjust, of devout over deviated, of 
compassion over arrogance, of sacri-
fice over forbid, of benevolence over 
greed, of knowledge over ignorance.
The message of humanity lives on 
even after 1400 years with its beauty 
of intention &expression.

The author is former 

Commissioner/Secretary to J&K 

Government. 

Email: salimjk14@gmail.com
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KIMS Doctors Achieve 
Breakthrough, Saves Young 
Girl’s Life with Complex 
Spine Surgery
OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar: Kalinga Institute 
of Medical Sciences (KIMS), 
Bhubaneswar has successfully 
given a new lease of life to a 
teenage girl from Bhadrak, who 
was battling a spinal deformity 
known as Scoliosis. The abnor-
mal curve in her spine gave it an 
‘S-shaped’ appearance, threat-
ening her promising future. 
However, thanks to the expertise 
of the doctors at KIMS, her spine 
was meticulously corrected in a 
recent complex operation, and 
she is now on the path to a full 
recovery, ready to embrace a 
normal life once again.

This ground-breaking sur-
gery marks the first time a 
private hospital in Odisha has 
performed such a complex pro-
cedure, reaffirming KIMS's posi-
tion as a leading provider of ad-
vanced healthcare in the state. 
The operation was skilfully car-
ried out by Senior Consultant 
and Orthopaedic and Spine 
Surgeon, Dr. Jitendra Kumar 
Rout along with Anaesthsist Dr 
Sanjeev Giri and Dr Rajmohan. 
Dr. Rout ensured that the young 
girl could return to her studies, 
play with her friends, and enjoy 
life without hindrance. were also 
took a major part in the surgery.

Dr. Rout explained that the 

spinal deformity the girl suf-
fered from is known as "idio-
pathic scoliosis," a condition 
that typically develops between 
the ages of 10 and 15 and if left 
untreated, can lead to severe 
deformities and significantly 
impact self-confidence and 
self-esteem. Such patients often 
become targets of ridicule due 
to their appearance. Correcting 
the deformity at an early age 
is crucial, as it becomes more 
challenging to treat an ad-
vanced age.

The girl's family visited sev-
eral hospitals for treatment, in-
cluding AIIMS, but had lost hope 
until they arrived at KIMS. After 
studying the case in detail, the 
medical team proceeded with 
the life-changing surgery, which 
was covered under the Biju 
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (BSKY) 
scheme.

Notably, Dr. Rout, who is 
also the Secretary of the Spine 
Society of Odisha, accomplished 
the challenging operation in an 
impressive four hours, a pro-
cedure that typically takes 7-8 
hours. The success of the sur-
gery was further aided by the 
use of an advanced 'intraopera-
tive neuro monitoring’ machine, 
which promptly alerts the doc-
tors to any potential complica-
tions during the procedure.

KendriyaVidyalaya  
Srinagar Celebrates Three 
Years of NEP -2020
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A press conference 
was hosted today at Kendriya 
Vidyalaya-1, Srinagar to com-
memorate the 3rd anniversary 
of the National Education Policy 
(NEP 2020) and present the 
exemplary progress made in 
its implementation. The event 
served as an opportunity to re-
flect on the transformative im-
pact of the policy and discuss 
the institution's progressive 
initiatives in alignment with the 
NEP-2020.

Assistant Commissioner 
KVS, Shri Islam Khan, In charge 
Principal KV No. 1 Srinagar, Shri 
M. Thahiruddeen and In charge 
Principal KV No. 3, Shri. Kanti 
Prasad graced the occasion.The 
programme was attended by 
distinguished academicians and 
members of the media, all of 
whom gathered to acknowledge 
the significant strides made in 
the education sector over the 
last three years.

Addressing the gathering, 
Assistant Commissioner KVS, 
Shri Islam Khansaid that the 
NEP-2020 has been a beacon of 
positive change in our education 
system. It has laid the founda-
tion for a forward-thinking ap-
proach that nurtures creativity, 
critical thinking, and practical 
skills, preparing our students to 
face the challenges of the 21st 

century.
Shri Khan delivered a presen-

tation highlighting the imple-
mentation and informed that 
KendriyaVidyalaya has suc-
cessfully implemented the NEP 
-2020 in various ways through-
out its 1250 KendriyaVidyalayas 
across the country and 3 
KendriyaVidyalayas located 
abroad. In alignment with the 
recommendations of NEP-2020, 
the age of admission in class 1 
was revised to 6+ years from the 
academic year 2022-23 in all 
KendriyaVidyalayas.

Recently, training has been im-
parted to the selected PRTs/HMs to 
continue the NIPUN initiatives for 
the students of class 3 during the ses-
sion 2023-24. In the year 2023-24, 
one section of Balvatika-3 is being 
started in 450 KendriyaVidyalayas, 
thereby increasing the number 
of KendriyaVidyalayas having 
Balvatika classes to 500 during 
2023-24.

VidyaPravesh has 
been implemented in all 
KendriyaVidyalayas across the 
country from the academic year 
2021-22. KVS is following the 
NCF (FS) based pedagogy pre-
pared by NCERT, among other 
initiatives.

Furthermore, media persons 
raised various questions that were 
addressed by Shri Islam Khan, 
along with Shri M. Thahiruddeen, 
and Shri Kanti Prasad.

Chief Secretary Launches 
Artificial Intelligence 
Framework Of J&K
Says that the step will realise vision of 
technologically advanced, digitally empowered J&K
OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: In a momentous 
stride towards fostering tech-
nological progress and socio-
economic development in J&K, 
Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta launched the Artificial 
Intelligence Framework of 
Jammu and Kashmir as part of 
Digital J&K Mission.

Commissioner Secretary, 
Information Technology, Prerna 
Puri; Director Information, Minga 
Sherpa; Additional Secretary, 
Information Technology 
Department and other senior 
officers of the department were 
present on the occasion.

Speaking after the launch, 
the Chief Secretary said that 
this pioneering framework 
sets a precedent in  Jammu and 
Kashmir with an objective of 
harnessing transformative po-
tential of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) in various sectors and el-
evate the lives of the citizens 
here. He added that unveiling 
of AI Framework marks a defin-
ing milestone in our vision to 
embrace cutting-edge technol-
ogies and enhance governance, 
public services, and economic 

growth which is one of the  re-
markable achievements in last 
couple of  years.

Highlighting that the 
J&K has shown phenom-
enal growth in IT services, 
Dr. Mehta said that standout 
transformation is being wit-
nessed across Jammu and 
Kashmir with the initiation of 
Digital J&K Mission.  More than 
602 services are being pro-
vided to citizens through on-
line mode. He remarked that 
J&K has been ranked number 
one amongst the all Union 
Territories in NeSDA rankings 
of DARPG which reflects the 
improvement in the overall 
governance system across 
Jammu and Kashmir with the 
help of digital technologies.

The Chief Secretary further 
said that the Governance sys-
tem in J&K has been  trans-
formed from the Panchayat 
level upto the Administrative 
level with  impetus on involv-
ing all the citizens from the 
grass root  level into the system. 
He added that with the unique 
platform of Jan Bhagidari 
(Empowerment) Portal, an 
accountable, transparent 

governance system has been 
established in Jammu and 
Kashmir which enables citi-
zens to participate in monitor-
ing of development progress.

Dr. Mehta further said that 
with the launch of Artificial 
Intelligence Framework, 
Jammu and Kashmir will 
emerge as a leader in AI, fos-
tering social innovations as 
well as realizing vision of a 
technologically advanced and 
digitally empowered Jammu 
and Kashmir. He added that 
this transformative framework 
will empower our government, 
citizens, and industries to un-
lock the full potential of AI and 
drive sustainable development 
across the region.

On the occasion 
Commissioner Secretary 
Information Technology de-
partment, PrernaPuri gave a 
detailed presentation on AI 
Framework of J&K and spoke 
on length about the broad 
objectives of this framework 
and the anticipated outcomes 
for the UT in running its af-
fairs more effectively with 
the hallmarks of transparency 
and accountability.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

10,000 Woman
and track time-bound investigation in sexual 

assault cases in accordance with Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act 2018, in order to improve in-
vestigation, MHA has taken steps to strengthen 
DNA analysis units in Central and State Forensic 
Science Laboratories. This includes setting up 
of State-of-the-Art DNA Analysis Unit in Central 
Forensic Science Laboratory, Chandigarh. MHA 
has also sanctioned setting-up and upgrading 
of DNA Analysis units in State Forensic Science 
Laboratories after gap analysis and demand as-
sessment and MHA has notified guidelines for 
collection of forensic evidence in sexual assault 
cases and the standard composition in a sex-
ual assault evidence collection kit. To facilitate 
adequate capacity in manpower, training and 
skill building programs have been undertaken 
for Investigation Officers, Prosecution Officers 
and Medical Officers. Bureau of Police Research 
& Development has distributed 14,950 Sexual 
Assault Evidence Collection Kits to States/ UTs 
as orientation kit as part of training,” he added.

“MHA has also approved two projects for 
setting up and strengthening of Women Help 
Desks in Police Stations and Anti- Human 
Trafficking Units in all districts of the country 
and the Ministry of Home Affairs have issued 
advisories from time to time with a view to 
help the States/UTS to deal with crimes against 
women, which are available at www.mha.
gov.in. while the Ministry of Women & Child 
Development has set up 733 One Stop Centres 
in the country. These centres provide integrat-
ed support and assistance to women affected 
by violence and in distress, under one roof and 
provide an integrated range of services includ-
ing medical aid, legal aid, temporary shelter, 
police assistance, psycho-social counselling,” 
MoS said.

Experts said that excessive influence of so-
cial media leading to elopement with strangers 
is the main cause for the rise in missing cases 
among the female population while few cases 
are also related to kidnapping and other issues.

They said most of these women are brought 
back after cases are being registered and elop-
ing with strangers whom they meet on differ-
ent social media platforms is the main reason 
in most of the cases.

Yaum-e-Ashura Being
it to lift the ban on Ashura procession on its 

traditional Abiguzar-Zadibal route as well.
However, according to the sources, the ad-

ministration did not want to take any chance as 
the traditional route starts in the civil lines and 
passes through almost the entire downtown.

“Additional security arrangements will re-
main in place for Ashura given the huge gath-
erings,” an official said.

Ashura marks the martyrdom anniversary 
of Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS), the grandson of 
Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh). Imam Hussain 
was martyred along with his kin and compan-
ions in the deserts of Karbala some 1400 years 
ago.

Vice-President of J&K Anjuman-e-Sharie 
Shian, Darul Mustafa Budgam, Agha Syed 
Mujtaba Al-Mosavi told Kashmir Observer that 
the authorities have not granted permission to 
take out Ashura procession on its traditional 
route from Abiguzar to Zadibal Imambargah.

“We pressed for the permission of the 
10th Muharram procession on the traditional 
Abiguzar route. However, as per the traffic 
advisory, Ashura procession will be taken out 
from Botakdal to Zadibal as usual,” he said.

Mujtaba said allowing 10 Muharram proces-
sion through non-customary route was mean-
ingless as tens of thousands of mourners from 
across the Valley used to participate in Ashura 
procession from Abiguzar that would pass 
through downtown Srinagar before culminat-
ing at Zadibal.

Ittihadul Muslimeen president Maulana 
Masroor Abbas Ansari meanwhile had urged 
authorities to allow Ashura procession as 

peaceful 8th Muharram has dispelled the im-
pression that anything untoward will happen if 
ban on Muharram processions is lifted.

“Kashmiris have never allowed sectarianism 
and that Sunni brethren were seen distribut-
ing water and other refreshments among Shia 
mourners a day earlier on 8th Muharram” 
Ansari said while addressing a gathering in 
Zadibal on 9th Muharram.

He expressed gratitude to the administration 
for lifting the ban on 8th Muharram but gave 
credit for it to those people who bore the brunt 
for keeping the tradition of taking out Alam 
Sharif on this route alive all these years.

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

To ensure smooth flow of traffic, the traffic 
department issued an advisory for Ashura.. 
According to the advisory, the Youm-e-Ashura 
will be observed on 10th Muharram (29th 
July-2023).

 “The main Zuljinah procession shall be tak-
en out from Bota Kadal up to main Imambara 
Zadibal, which effects traffic movement in 
Zadibal and adjacent areas,” it reads, adding 
that “In order to have smooth movement of 
traffic and for convenience of general public/
motorists, the following traffic advisory is is-
sued: Traffic moving towards Zadibal will be 
diverted at Firdous Cinema, Mill Stop, Lal Bazar, 
Bota Kadal & Chattipadshahi.”

It further states that “Motorists intending to 
go towards Soura from Lal Chowk or vice versa 
shall adopt Dr. Ali Jan Road and Motorists mov-
ing towards Lal Chowk from Zakoora or vice 
versa shall adopt Foreshore Road.”

“The vehicles coming from Gojwara towards 
Zadibal will be diverted at Firdous Cinema to-
wards Dr. Ali Jan road via Sazgaripora and the 
vehicles coming towards Badamwari from 
Lal Chowk via Rainawari will be diverted at 
Chatipadshahi towards Kathidarwaza,” the 
advisory further reads adding that “motorists 
from the Lal Bazar area will use the Kanitar-
Hazratbal-Foreshore road. The General Public 
is requested to kindly avoid unnecessary move-
ment towards the areas where Youm-e-Ashura 
processions are being taken out to avoid any 
inconvenience.”

LG Pays Tribute
Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) and work unit-

edly for peace, progress and prosperity of the 
people,” he added.

Friday Prayers
Friday prayers at the historic Jamia Masjid.

SIA Files Chargesheet
spread across the valley, have been noti-

fied (under section 8 of UAPA) by the District 
Magistrates, the statement said adding that 
this non-investigative action was aimed at 
disrupting the financial resources and support 
network of the unlawful association, which has 
been found involved in various unlawful activi-
ties. (KDC)

Amit Shah Slams

“Sonia Gandhi wants to make her son Rahul 
the Prime Minister, M K Stalin wants to make 
his son Udhayanidhi the Chief Minister.” The 
BJP top leader also criticised West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, RJD leader 
Lalu Prasad Yadav and Shiv Sena (UBT) leader 
Uddhav Thackeray as leaders who desired to 
see their heirs in leadership positions.

“However, Modi is the only leader who is 
working for the nation’s development,” he said.

Shah also raised the issue of an accused 
person who is in jail continuing as a minis-
ter in Tamil Nadu. “Stalin should be ashamed 
of retaining V Senthil Balaji, arrested in an 
Enforcement Directorate case and in jail, in the 
cabinet,” the union minister said.

“Can a person in jail continue as a minis-
ter,” he asked. “Should Senthil Balaji not have 

resigned? Even if Senthil Balaji resigns, Stalin 
will not accept it because he is afraid that all 
secrets will be disclosed.”

The union minister said a single tweet of BJP 
state chief Annamalai has rattled the DMK re-
gime, a reference to the state BJP leader’s alle-
gations of corruption vis-a-vis the ‘DMK Files’.

“Imagine what will happen when Annamalai 
takes the yatra across the state,” he said. Shah 
exhorted the people to elect nominees from 
BJP and its allies as MPs to ensure that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi wins a third succes-
sive term.

The top BJP leader later flagged off the ‘En 
Mann, En Makkal’ (My soil, my people) paday-
atra by state BJP president K Annamalai. It is a 
“march spreading the spirit of unity and prog-
ress fostered by Modi Ji,” he said in a tweet.

The union minister held Annamalai’s hand 
and raised it amid enthusiastic chants by party 
members.

The stage put up for the launch of the paday-
atra was modelled on the newly inaugurated 
Parliament building.

The yatra, which will go on for six months, 
marks the start of BJP’s poll campaign ahead of 
the 2024 Lok Sabha election

The yatra will cover all 234 assembly con-
stituencies in the state.

In his address, Annamalai likened the yatra 
to a ‘yagna’ to reach out to the people about the 
welfare schemes of the BJP-led Centre under 
PM Modi’s leadership and the “never-seen-
before” financial allocations by the Centre to 
Tamil Nadu.

He spoke about the celebrated visit of Swami 
Vivekananda to Rameswaram in the late 19th 
century and the spiritual glory of the land.

Annamalai praised the leadership of Prime 
Minister Modi and asserted that this is the rule 
of “common men” and Modi is an “ordinary 
man who made all Indians proud through his 
work”.

“This is the yatra of party workers with the 
blessings of NDA leaders,” he said and named 
the leaders of the alliance including AIADMK 
leader R B Udhayakumar who was present 
there.

“Modi is a Tamilian at heart, and he has made 
Tamilians proud world over and taken Tamil 
culture and Tamil classic Tirukkural across the 
world, which echoed in the United Nations as 
well,” Annamalai said.

He ridiculed the opposition alliance INDIA, 
and mocked Rahul Gandhi saying he would be 
Prime Minister only during the weekend and 
other leaders would alternate as PM during 
weekdays.

AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami, who is also the Leader of the 
Opposition in Tamil Nadu, did not take part in 
the padayatra launch event though he was in-
vited by the BJP.

Former Minister and senior AIADMK leader 
R B Udhayakumar represented his party and 
described Amit Shah as the “Iron Man of India” 
and hailed Annamalai as “Karumbu Manithar” 
(sweet man like sugarcane).

“I have come here to convey the greetings 
of the Iron Man of Tamil Nadu Edappadi K 
Palaniswami,” Udhayakumar said.

The AIADMK leader said both PM Modi and 
Amit Shah had great respect for late party ma-
triarch J Jayalalithaa.

Democracy and development are the key-
words for the NDA, he said. As many as 11 new 
medical colleges were sanctioned by the BJP 
regime at the Centre for Tamil Nadu during the 
AIADMK regime, he recalled.

Annamalai’s predecessor in the party L 
Murugan, now union minister, during his stint 
as BJP state chief had undertaken the ‘Vel Yatra,’ 
(Vel refers to the spear, the weapon of Lord 
Muruga) ahead of the 2021 Assembly election. 
Four BJP leaders won in the Assembly polls and 
entered the Assembly after a gap of about 20 
years at the time.

While the BJP’s Vel yatra commenced in 
2020 from Tiruttani, a well known northern 

Tamil Nadu temple town, the present yatra 
is from Rameswaram and its traditional con-
nect to Kashi has been praised (Kashi Tamil 
Sangamam) by Prime Minister Modi.

Annamalai’s yatra follows the release of two 
‘files’ on the ruling DMK, alleging corruption, 
which was dismissed as false and defamatory 
by leaders of the Dravidian party.

Leaders of the BJP’s other alliance parties 
including G K Vasan (Tamil Maanila Congress-
Moopanar) and K Krishnasamy (Puthiya 
Tamilagam) took part in the rally. BJP’s P 
Sudhakar Reddy and CT Ravi were also present.

Unauthorised Absence
the competent authority, which, according to 

the paramilitary force is a grave misconduct in 
terms of Section 11(1) of the CRPF Act.

“....the petitioner (Khna) was charged for 
unauthorized absence of 198 days, which is an 
offence categorized as ‘less heinous’ offence in 
terms of Section 10(m) of the CRPF Act. Such 
an offence, as per Section 10 of the Act, is pun-
ishable with imprisonment for a term which 
may extent to one year, or with fine which may 
extend to three months’ pay, or with both. The 
question that arises for determination is as to 
whether a person, who has been charged and 
found guilty of offence under Section 10(m) of 
the CRPF Act, is liable to be awarded punish-
ment of dismissal from service,” the court said 
and later responded the question in affirmative.

“...The petitioner being a member of CRPF 
could not overstay without permission. 
Absence from duty without leave for a mem-
ber of the Force is a gravest misconduct,” the 
court said, adding, “Thus, the Disciplinary 
Authority was right in awarding punishment 
of dismissal from service. The punishment 
awarded against the petitioner is by no reason 
disproportionate.”

G-20 Meet, 8th Muharram
region. Much has been achieved and more 

efforts are on to consolidate the peace further,” 
he said.

He said that it was always a big challenge 
for the police to fight against terrorism as they 
come from the same society. He said that it is 
sheer courage and valour of police that by and 
large today a policeman is seen as peacemaker 
and as a hero.

Appreciating the support of people, Singh 
said Pakistan has made all attempts including a 
venomous narrative to lure the people and dis-
rupt the peace in Jammu and Kashmir

“All conspiracies have been defeated by 
strenuous efforts of J&K Police along with other 
security forces and the support of the people,” 
he added.

The group of 22 IPS probationary officers, 
including two women officers & two officers 
from Nepal & Maldives are on a study-cum-
cultural tour to J&K as a part of Bharat Darshan 
programme and of their basic training. The 
officers were given the first hand experience 
about the functioning of Jammu and Kashmir 
Police.

Speaking on the occasion, Special DG CID, R R 
Swain gave a detailed view about the working 
of Intelligence Wing, particularly about gather-
ing of information and acting upon them.

He defined the working of terror groups, 
their modus operandi besides the support 
that is being provided from across the border 
and within that includes logistic and financial 
support for terrorism and discussed the steps 
taken to break the terror eco-system.

He also spoke about the situation on Border, 
LOC and the challenges for the Police.

Besides Swain, Special DG Crime A. K. 
Choudhary, ADGP Armed SJM Gillani, ADGP 
Headquarters/Coordination PHQ i M. K. Sinha 
and ADGP Kashmir Zone Vijay Kumar also 
shared their vast experiences of working in J&K 
with the officers.

Woman Dies After
the hospital for treatment. However, the 

doctors there declared her dead.
Meanwhile, heavy rains lashed several dis-

tricts of Jammu region resulting in a footbridge 
being washed away in a flash flood in Doda and 
the roof of another house collapsing in Poonch 
district, officials said.

A link road connecting Rajouri, Reasi and 
Ramban district was on Friday closed due to 
a massive landslide following heavy rainfall in 
the area, they said.

Heavy rains lashed Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban, 
Udhampur, Kathua, Samba, poonch, Reasi, 
Jammu and Rajouri districts triggered flash 
floods, they said.

In Doda, a footbridge was washed away in 
flash flood in Kaljugasar area of Gandoh, they 
said.

Similarly, a roof of a house collapsed in 
Mendhar with a narrow escape for three mem-
bers, they said.

There was a major landslide in Chasana area 
of Reasi district, blocking Budhal-Reasi road, 
they said.

An advisory has been issued asking people 
not to travel on the road till it is restored, they 
said.

The road connects Rajouri with Reasi and 
Ramban districts via Mahore and Gool areas.

Heavy traffic jam was witnessed on the 
Jammu-Pathankot highway and there was a 
long queue of vehicles at Lakhanpur, the gate-
way of Jammu and Kashmir.

Truck drivers said they were facing massive 
jams for the past few days after damage to the 
Taranah bridge and traffic was diverted to the 
link road of Hiranagar.

Flash floods caused severe damage to the 
bridge on the Taranah nallah prompting au-
thorities to shut it last week.

Water levels in several rivers including Tawi, 
Chenab, Basantar and Ujh are rising due to 
heavy rains in hilly areas, they said.

4 Arrested
in Police Station Yaripora and investigation 

of the case was set into motion.
During the course of investigation, the 

spokesperson said that police and Army’s 1RR 
arrested four militant associates/conspirators 
for their involvement in the attack.

He identified them as Nasir Nabi Dar, Mohd 
Abass Dar, Aaqib Majid Ganie and Zahid Ali 
Bhat.

“Incriminating materials, arms & ammuni-
tion including a pistol, 02 pistol magazines, 14 
pistol rounds and a hand grenade were recov-
ered from their possession. Investigation of the 
case is going on,” the spokesperson added.

Mechanic Dies
he succumbed to his injuries on Friday.

Truck Crushes
(DC) of Ramban issued an order directing au-

thorities to probe the matter.
The people of the area, who were demand-

ing an overhead bridge on the spot for the past 
three months, held protest demonstrations 
against NHAI.

The DC also asked NHAI for the construction 
of an overhead bridge at Lambar near the toll 
plaza as per the demand of the people.

Minor Drowns
when the news about the tragic death of the 

minor girl spread in the village.
Meanwhile, police have registered a case un-

der relevant sections in this regard.

Five Gamblers
Javaid Ahmad Khanday, Abdul Rashid Malik, 

Shahzad Ahmad Shah and Sajad Ahmad Parray.
“They have been shifted to the police station 

where they remain in custody,” the spokesper-
son said.

Accordingly, he said, a case under relevant 
sections of law has been registered at Police 
Station Tarzoo and investigation has been 
initiated.
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MOURNERS CARRYING ALAM-SHAREEF in the interiors of Dal Lake, where a procession 
is taken out in boats on the ninth day of Muharram every year.  KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
ELECTRIC DIVISION (KPDCL) GANDERBAL
Phone/Fax no: 0194-2416236 E-mail:-edgbl123@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 
e-NIT no: 58 of 2023-24 dated 27/07/2023

For and on Behalf of Managing Director KPDCL Kashmir, Tenders are hereby invited from resourceful/reputed Class A Electrical Contrac-
tors Registered with competent Authority / PDD/PDC /MES for following work for the following job.:- 

Name of the work Est. cost
(in Lacs)

CDR Amount 
(In Rupees)   

Cost of tender 
document (Trea-

sury Challan)

Completion  
Period

Position of 
funds

SITC for Aug/Creation of sub Station of Different Ca-
pacities at Pahlinaar Wangth, Naranag, Kangan-C un-
der DDC Grants For the year 2023-24

17.90 2% of Adver-
tised Cost Rs 1000/-

Within 60 Days 
from the date of 
issuance of LOA

Authorized
(50% 

Released)
The tender document consisting of terms &conditions, Bill of Quantities and other details can be seen/downloaded from official web site 
of JKPDD or http://jktenders.gov.in  as per following schedule:

S# Description Date Time
1. Publish/uploading of e NIT  Date 27-07-23 18.00 hrs
2 Documents Download/Sale start date 27-07-23 18.00 hrs
3 Clarification Date Start 27-07-23 18.00 hrs
4 Clarifications Date End 12-08-23 14.00 hrs
5 Bid submission Start date 28-07-23 09.00 hrs
6 Bid submission end  date 12-08-23 14.00 hrs
7 Opening date for E-tender 14-08-23 14:00 hrs
8 Venue of opening e bids Office of the Executive Engineer ED Ganderbal

 
No: EDG/ V/1287-93/TS   Executive Engineer
Date:  27-07-2023  ED Ganderbal

General Information/Check list:
Availability of tender document : www.jktenders.gov.in

Enclosures without which tenders is liable for rejection:
Scanned copies of following documents needs to be uploaded by the bidder while submitting E-tender, 
1) Treasury Challan to Govt Head 0801 Pledged to Executive Engineer ED-V Ganderbal for an amount of Rs 1000 payable at Ganderbal.
2) Earnest Money in the shape of the CDR/FDR 2percent of the advertised cost pledged to Executive Engineer ED Ganderbal.
3) Valid Registration license issued from competent authority.
4) Latest tax clearance (GST) from commercial tax department.
5) PAN registration certificate including Labour license.
6) Tender document, as token of acceptance for the terms _ conditions.

DIPK-NB-2300-23
DT: 28/07/2023

NIA Court Issues Proclamation 
Orders Against 2 Militants

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: An NIA court in 
Kulgam district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Friday issued 
proclamation orders against 
two active militants, a police 
spokesman said.

The Special Court Kulgam 
issued the notice in a case re-
lated to an FIR registered at the 
Qaimoh police station in the 
south Kashmir district, he said.

Before initiation of fur-
ther proceedings under law 
against these terrorists, the 
court has given them a chance 

to surrender before it, or 
the investigation agency, or 
the police station, by or be-
fore September 15, 2023, the 
spokesman said.

On the request of the Special 
Investigation Unit (SIU), Kash-
mir, proclamation orders have 
been issued against the terror-
ists namely Yawar Bashir Dar, a 
resident of Redwani Balla, and 
Irfan Yaqoob Lone, a resident 
of Hawoora, he said.

Before issuing the proclama-
tion, the court had already is-
sued open-ended non-bailable 
warrants (NBW) against these 

terrorists. Today, proclama-
tion orders have been read in 
the conspicuous places of their 
native villages and copies of 
proclamations were pasted in 
conspicuous places of their 
residential houses and con-
spicuous place of their villages 
as well, the spokesman said.

The teams of the SIU Kash-
mir, along with local police 
and magistrates, went to their 
native villages in Kulgam for 
the execution of proclamation 
orders and proper SOPs were 
followed during these pro-
ceedings, he said.

Efforts On To Bring Kashmir 
To Mainstream Filmmaking: Actor 
Lalit Parimoo

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Efforts are be-
ing made to bring Kashmir 
to mainstream filmmaking 
which will help generate em-
ployment avenues, says actor 
Lalit Parimoo.

Addressing a press confer-
ence ahead of the release of 
"Lafzon Mein Pyaar", Parimoo 
said it was good that cinema 
related activities have re-
sumed in the Valley.

Parimoo, who plays the role 
of the father of the protagonist, 
said the shooting for the movie 

in Kashmir went on smoothly 
and there was immense sup-
port from the locals.

"Everyone is trying to bring 
Kashmir back to the main-
stream state for filmmaking 
and to generate more econom-
ic and employment through 
films," he said.

Last year, INOX multiplex 
was inaugurated in Sonwar 
area of Srinagar city.

Recently, cinema halls were 
opened in Shopian, Pulwama, 
and Baramulla. J-K LG Manoj 
Sinha has said cinema halls 
will come up in Ganderbal, 

Bandipora and Kulgam dis-
tricts by September this year.

The "Haider" actor said film 
production is an economic ac-
tivity and everyone involved in 
it thrives from it.

Asked about the sense of 
fear among the locals in Kash-
mir even as cinemas have 
opened up at various places, 
Parimoo said in Kashmir, the-
atres have not been working 
for decades.

"Yes, it will take time for 
people to accept the opening 
of cinema halls in Kashmir," he 
added.

NIT Srinagar Takes Lead In 
Transforming Education, 
Successfully Implements NEP-2020

Amarnath Yatra

2,155 Pilgrims Leave For Twin 
Base Camps From Jammu

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A fresh batch of 
2,100 pilgrims left Jammu city 
for the twin base camps in the 
valley to join the Amarnath 
Yatra on Friday, officials said.

The 62-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high 
holy cave shrine of Amarnath 
in the south Kashmir Hima-
layas commenced from the 
twin tracks -- the traditional 
48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 
shorter 14-km Baltal route in 
the Ganderbal -- on July 1.

A total of 2,155 pilgrims, 
including 1,660 men and 443 
women, left the Bhagwati 
Nagar Yatri Niwas here in a 
convoy of 95 vehicles. They 

are accompanied by Central 
Reserve Police Force person-
nel, the officials said.

While 753 pilgrims left for 
Baltal in a convoy of 37 vehicles, 
1,402 pilgrims left for Pahalgam 
in 58 vehicles, they said.

This year's Amarnath Yatra 
has received an overwhelming 
response. As many as 3,69,288 
pilgrims have undertaken the 
yatra so far this year as against 
last year's 3,65,751, according 
to official data.

Over 1.35 lakh pilgrims have 
left the Bhagwati Nagar camp 
for the valley since June 29, 
when the first batch of pil-
grims was flagged off by Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha.

The yatra will end on Au-
gust 31.

2 Pilgrims Among Three 
Injured In Ramban Accident
JAMMU: Three persons, in-
cluding two pilgrims, got in-
jured on Friday when an es-
cort vehicle of an Amarnath 
Yatra convoy skidded off a 
highway in Ramban district, 
officials said.

The accident took place on 
the Jammu-Srinagar national 

highway in the Gangroo area, 
they added.

The vehicle was part of the 
Amarnath convoy to the Baltal 
basecamp, the officials said.

Two pilgrims -- Adarsh Ku-
mar, Manju Sharma and driv-
er Ankush Sharma suffered 
minor injuries, they said.

Nearly 9 Kg Narcotics Recovered Along LoC In Rajouri
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Security forces on Friday 
recovered nearly nine kilograms 
of narcotics along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Rajouri district, officials said.

The Army, along with the 
police and the BSF, launched a 

massive search operation in the 
Jhangar area of Nowshera sub-
division near the LoC following 
specific intelligence information, 
Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Rajouri, Amritpal Singh said.

During the operation, five 
packets carrying narcotics that 
weighed 8.960 kilograms were 

recovered, he said.
A case was registered at the 

Nowshera police station in this 
regard and investigation was 
launched, the SP said.

"The recovery of such a huge 
quantity of narcotics indicates a 
possible cross-LoC smuggling at-
tempt, which was foiled," he said.

World Hepatitis day

Drug Abuse, Unhygienic Dental 
Practices Cause Hepatitis 
Epidemic In Kashmir: DAK

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: On world hepatitis 
day, Doctors Association Kash-
mir (DAK) on Friday expressed 
pressing concern over surge 
in hepatitis cases which has 
reached to epidemic proportions 
in Kashmir. “Drug abuse and un-
hygienic dental practices are re-
sponsible for hepatitis epidemic 
in the valley,” said DAK President 
Dr Nisar ul Hassan.

Dr Hassan said Kashmir is 
witnessing an alarming rise in 
drug abuse cases over the past 
few decades. “Drug addicts are 
at a higher risk of contracting 
hepatitis and have the potential 
to spread this deadly infection to 
others,” he said.

In a recent study conducted 
at the Institute of Mental Health 
and Neurosciences Kashmir, 72% 
drug addicts were found to have 
Hepatitis C infection.

“Research has found that each 
drug addict infected with hepa-
titis virus is likely to infect 20 
others and this rapid transmis-
sion of the disease occurs within 
the first 3 years of initial infec-
tion,” he said.

The DAK President said an-
other reason for high rates of 
Hepatitis infection is unhygienic 
dental practices in Kashmir.

 “Most of the dental clinics use 
unsterilized or improperly ster-
ilized instruments. The tools are 
not cleaned in between patients. 
The disposable items which are 
for single-use are reused on 
patients. Unsterile needles are 
used in multiple dose medica-
tion vials,” he said

“Dentists do not change gloves 
in between patients and use 
same gloves for every patient 
that leads to cross-infection.”

“Patients are not screened for 
hepatitis prior to intervention 
resulting in transfer of these 
viruses from one patient to an-
other,” he added.

Dr Nisar said Hepatitis B and 
C infections are serious medical 
conditions and infected patients 
may not have outward symptoms 
of the disease for many years. That 
delayed onset makes screening 
important. Hepatitis B and C are 
common causes of Cirrhosis or 
scarring of liver which can cause 
liver failure and even cancer.

“While Hepatitis B vaccine was 
included into the routine/univer-
sal immunization programme 
after 2006, many people above 
17 years are unvaccinated. People 
should get vaccinated against 
hepatitis B as soon as possible to 
protect themselves from getting 
the virus,” he said.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Director of Nation-
al Institute of Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar, Prof. Sudhakar Yedla, 
on Friday announced that the 
institute has been at the fore-
front of successfully imple-
menting the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 (NEP-2020).

Addressing a Press Conference 
in Srinagar to mark the third an-
niversary of NEP 2020 and its 
implementation in the campus 
curriculum, the Director whole-
heartedly embraced the NEP-
2020 over the past three years, 
effectively implementing its 
principles with a strong focus on 
two key aspects: "curriculum" 
and "governance" reforms.

The announcement was con-
ducted as part of Akhil Bhartiya 
Shiksha Samagam, a nation-
wide celebration regarding the 
completion of NEP-2020.

Prof. Yedla was flanked by 
Registrar, NIT Srinagar, Prof. 
Kaiser Bukhari, Dean Academic 
Affairs Dr. Mohammad Shafi 
Mir and Coordinator NEP2020, 
Dr. Manzoor Ahmad Ahanger.

The director emphasized that 
the New Education Policy envi-
sions a comprehensive trans-
formation of the entire edu-
cation system, encompassing 
its regulation and governance, 
with the ultimate goal of estab-
lishing a novel framework that 
offers students holistic and 
lifelong learning opportunities.

He expressed that education at 
NIT Srinagar has shifted towards 
a "learner-centric" approach. 
As part of this transformation, 
all B.Tech programs have been 
restructured, effective from the 
year 2023, and the Credit system 
has been rationalized, reducing 
the minimum number of credits 
needed to obtain a B.Tech degree 
to 160. This deliberate adjust-
ment aims to offer students am-
ple room for experiential learn-
ing, a valuable opportunity for 
their academic growth.

Prof. Yedla proudly announced 
that NIT Srinagar has initiated 
the implementation of a multi-

ple entry and multiple-exit sys-
tem at both the undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels.

"We take immense pride in 
being one of the pioneering 
institutions to introduce this 
system nationwide," he said. 
The Director also revealed that 
NIT Srinagar has successfully 
launched the Academic Bank 
of Credits (ABC) within the 
National Academic Depository 
(NAD), with students from the 
2022 batch already being regis-
tered on the ABC platform.

He informed that their IDs have 
been generated, and the certifi-
cates of B.Tech pass-out batches 
of 2018 and 2019 have been suc-
cessfully uploaded on NAD.

Prof. Yedla mentioned that 
they have embraced the con-
cept of digital learning, en-
abling students to opt for 
online courses like SWAYAM, 
NPTEL, etc., accumulating up to 
a maximum of 10 credits dur-
ing their B.Tech. program.

"NIT Srinagar has been utiliz-
ing the continuous evaluation 
system for a considerable pe-
riod, assessing students' per-
formances to attain the desired 
learning outcomes," he said.

The Director highlighted that 
the Institute has aligned its Ph.D. 
regulations with the NEP-2020, 
introducing direct Ph.D. admis-
sion after a bachelor's degree.

"Student mobility across in-
stitutions is a crucial aspect of 
the NEP, and we have whole-
heartedly embraced it. NIT Sri-
nagar has taken a significant 
step in this direction by signing 
MoUs with leading institutions 
in India and across the globe, 
fostering academic and re-
search collaboration," he said.

The Director mentioned that 
apart from the mentioned ini-
tiatives, NIT Srinagar has been 
implementing several other 
academic reforms. Notably, 
the institute has integrated 
Enterprise Resource Planning 
Software (ERP) for streamlined 
management of students, start-
ing from admission procedures 
to the conferral of degrees.

Observer News Service

UDHAMPUR: The Inquiry Com-
mittee constituted by District 
Magistrate, Udhampur to in-
quire into the landslide inci-
dent at Kaller Himiti has sub-
mitted its report along with 
specific recommendations.

In response to the observa-
tions and recommendations, 
an FIR is being lodged against 
all guilty persons, while de-
partmental action shall be ini-
tiated against the delinquent 
officials.

Inquiry was ordered follow-

ing a landslide incident that 
occurred on 18th of July 2023 
at an under construction build-
ing in W.No - 21, Kaller Himiti, 
Udhampur. Two labourers had 
died on the spot, while six oth-
ers were seriously injured in 
the incident.

In addition, the District Mag-
istrate, Udhampur has consti-
tuted a committee under the 
chairmanship of Additional 
District Magistrate, Udhampur 
to check the permissions of 
other ongoing constructions 
being carried out within the 
limits of the Municipal area.

  Udhampur Landslide

Probe Panel Submits Report, 
FIR Being Lodged Against 
Guilty Persons

‘National Convention On 
Sufism’ Seeks To Rekindle 
Spirit Of Sufism

IUST Students 
Selected For 
Summer Camp 
At Poland

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: Three engineering 
students from IUST were selected to 
participate in the prestigious Sum-
mer Camp at Nicolaus University in 
Toruń, Poland. The students namely 
Mohammad Saood, Qazi Moham-
mad Yehya, and Fahad Iqbal Shah 
are pursuing B. Tech in Computer 
Science and Engineering from IUST.

The Summer Camp at Nico-
laus University provides a global 
platform for learning, innovation, 
and cultural exchange, aiming 
to nurture academic excellence 
and cross-cultural understanding 
among students. Sajaad Ahmed 
Lone, Head Department of Com-
puter Sciences and Engineering 
said that the students' selection re-
flects their outstanding academic 
record and dedication to pushing 
the boundaries of knowledge in 
Computer Science and Engineer-
ing, and this reaffirms IUST's com-
mitment to nurturing talent and 
fostering academic curiosity.

During the camp, the students 
will be attending specialized work-
shops, seminars, and lectures con-
ducted by renowned faculty mem-
bers and industry experts from 
around the world.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The ‘National Conven-
tion on Sufism’ organised by Clus-
ter University Srinagar here wit-
nessed a clarion call from scholars 
to revive the essence of Sufism to 
bridge the gap between the com-
munities.

Speaking during the technical 
session of the convention, Vice 
Chancellor, Cluster University Sri-
nagar, Prof. Qayyum Husain said 
that Kashmir is known as a bastion 
of Sufi traditions. “Infact, it won’t 
be an exaggeration to call Kashmir 
as the cradle of Sufism in South 
Asia. This tradition has been an in-
tegral part of the people’s ethos in 
the valley,” he said.

“Principles of Sufism are as rel-
evant today as they were in medi-
eval times because love and com-
passion, the two main planks of 
Sufism, will never age. By their hu-
manistic teachings, Sufis bridged 
the gulf between people of differ-
ent faiths,” said Prof. Qayyum.

In the technical session of the 
convention, scholars like Dr. Satish 
Vimal, Dr. Ghulam Nabi Haleem, 
Prof. Shad Ramzan, Prof. Mush-
taque Barq and Prof. P. P. Singh pre-
sented their papers on the theme 
‘Sufism: A Bridge between com-
munities’. The session was chaired 

by Prof. Naseem Shifai.
Dr. Satish Vimal spoke about the 

different dimensions of Sufism 
while quoting different Sufi saints 
while as Prof. Shad Ramzan said that 
the younger generation needs to re-
alise the vastly rich heritage of Kash-
mir including the Sufi movement.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Haleem spoke 
about the tradition of tolerance em-
bodied by personalities like Sheikh-
ul Aalam (RA) while as Mushtaque 
Barq spoke about the distinction 
between a ‘learned sufi’ and a ‘living 
sufi’ while stressing on the practical 
aspects of the Sufi tradition.

Prof. P. P. Singh spoke about the af-
finity of Sikh community with Sufi 
traditions. He cited the example of 
Baba Farid who is revered by Punjabi 
Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs alike.

In her concluding remarks, Prof. 
Naseem Shifai congratulated Clus-
ter University Srinagar for organ-
ising the convention on theme of 
Sufism and said more such pro-
grammes should be organised to 
rekindle the spirit of Sufism.

The programme was attended by 
Dean Academic Affairs, Registrar, 
Controller of Examinations, Deans 
of various faculties, Cultural Sec-
retary of the university. The event 
was also attended by faculty mem-
bers and students of constituent 
colleges.
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Famous Irani Chai of 
Bombay now in Srinagar
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 All the founder & life members of the Cancer Society of Kashmir are informed that the 

election for the following honorary Office-Bearers of the Cancer Society of Kashmir are 

scheduled to be held on  at the office of the society 4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony 19-AUG-2023

Lal Nagar, Chanapora Srinagar: -

      

       Chairman                                                                       One.1.
2. Vice-Chairmen                                                              Two.
3. General Secretary                                                          One.
4. Joint-Secretary                                                              One.
5. Treasurer                                                                       One.
The dates for process of elections have been fixed as under: -

1. Filling of  Nominations Papers                                  :-  02-08-2023-07-08-2023                         

2. Scrutiny of  Nominations Papers                              : -   09-08-2023.

3. Last date for withdrawal of nominations                 : -   11-08-2023

4. Issue of  Notification for final list of contestants       : - 14-08-2023.

5. Date of  Voting (From 9.30 AM to 4.30 PM)           :-   19-08-2023.

6. Counting of votes and declaration of results            : -  (Same Day) 19-08-2023.

Ref. No. CSK/ELECTION-40/2023-24/2384 				                                                                   Dated: 22-07-2023

ELECTION NOTICE

--SD–
Justice (Retd.) M.Y. Kawoosa.

Election Authority
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Warriors and little jinn 
commemorate Ashura in Iran
Once a year, in central Iran's 
city of Noosh Abad, men 
don warrior costumes and 
children portray supernatu-
ral beings to usher in one 
of the holiest commemora-
tions in Shia Islam.

Ashura falls on the tenth 
day of the Islamic month 
of Muharram, and com-
memorates martyrdom of 
Imam Hussain, a grandson 
of the Prophet Muhammed 
(pbuh), in Karbala in mod-
ern-day Iraq.

In Noosh Abad, Iranian 
devotees stage a parade 
called the "Caravan", when 
they march through the 
streets two days ahead of 
Ashura.

On Wednesday, per-
formers kept the tradition 
their city has marked for 
more than a century, wear-
ing colourful embroidered 
costumes to signify Arab 
clothing worn at the time of 
Imam Hussein.

Some portrayed cavalry-
men, daggers and swords at 
their belts, as children with 
their faces painted black 
or red played supernatural 

spirits or jinn, some wear-
ing white and others with 
pink wings.

Tradition says that these 
djinn appeared in Karbala 
and offered to help Imam 
Hussain, who refused, say-
ing his destiny was to die on 
the battlefield.

"I've been taking part in 
this event for 10 years," said 
56-year-old performer Ali 
Ebadi, who played the role 
of a slave to the "Shimr", the 
man who martyred Imam 
by beheading.

Hundreds of men in 
black clothes and chador-
clad women watched as 

Wednesday's procession 
passed under black flags 
and banners bearing white 
inscriptions praising Imam 
Hussain and his family.

The troupe later re-enact-
ed events leading up to the 
massacre of Imam Hussain 
and his companions who 
refused to give the pledge 
to caliph Yazid to the title of 
commander of the faithful 
(Ameer-al-Momineen).

Shia Muslims the world 
over view Imam Hussain's 
martyrdom as a symbol of 
the struggle against injus-
tice.

Mourning his death can 

include dramatic rituals 
such as chest beating with 
bare hands and chains.

Sometimes in other coun-
tries the rites see bloody 
self-flagellation or whipping 
using sharp-edged chains 
which is now frowned upon 
by the majority following a 
series of edicts by top clergy.

Many "people believe 
that prophets, angels, and 
djinn came to help Imam 
Hussain" who refused their 
aid, saying "it was his des-
tiny", 52-year-old Moham-
mad Mashhadi Noosh Abadi 
said at the procession.

It was all part of the Ta-
azieh, or mourning, theatre 
rituals which some believe 
have roots that go back to an-
cient Persia, Noosh Abadi said.

In Noosh Abad, the "Cara-
van" parade and the Taazieh 
are essential for keeping the 
rituals alive.

"Generations learn from 
these rituals and perfor-
mances which are a signifi-
cant part of Islamic history," 
said Mahdi Moslem, profes-
sor of Islamic philosophy at 
Kashan university.

UFO hearing: Whistleblower testifies, claims 
US has possession of 'non-human' spacecraft

AGENCIES

Washington: The US is concealing a 
longstanding programme that retrieves 
and reverse-engineers unidentified 
flying objects, a former Air Force intel-
ligence officer testified on Wednesday 
to Congress.

The Pentagon has denied his claims.
Retired Maj David Grusch's highly 

anticipated testimony before a House 
Oversight subcommittee was Con-
gress's latest foray into the world of 
UAPs — or “unidentified aerial phe-
nomena," which is the official term the 
US government uses instead of UFOs.

While the study of mysterious air-
craft or objects often evokes talk of 
aliens and “little green men”, Demo-
crats and Republicans in recent years 
have pushed for more research as a na-
tional security matter due to concerns 
that sightings observed by pilots may 
be tied to US adversaries.

Grusch said he was asked in 2019 
by the head of a government task force 
on UAPs to identify all highly classified 
programs relating to the task force's 

mission. At the time, Grusch was de-
tailed to the National Reconnaissance 
Office, the agency that operates US spy 
satellites.

“I was informed in the course of my 
official duties of a multi-decade UAP 
crash retrieval and reverse-engineering 
program to which I was denied access,” 
he said.

Asked whether the US government 
had information about extraterrestrial 
life, Grusch said the US likely has been 
aware of “non-human” activity since 
the 1930s.

The Pentagon has denied Grusch's 
claims of a coverup. In a statement, De-
fence Department spokeswoman Sue 
Gough said investigators have not dis-
covered “any verifiable information to 
substantiate claims that any programs 
regarding the possession or reverse-
engineering of extraterrestrial materi-
als have existed in the past or exist cur-
rently.” The statement did not address 
UFOs that are not suspected of being 
extraterrestrial objects.

Grusch says he became a govern-
ment whistleblower after his discovery 

and has faced retaliation for coming 
forward. He declined to be more spe-
cific about the retaliatory tactics, citing 
an ongoing investigation.

“It was very brutal and very unfortu-
nate, some of the tactics they used to 
hurt me both professionally and per-
sonally,” he said.

Rep Glenn Grothman, R-Wis., 
chaired the panel's hearing and joked 
to a packed audience, “Welcome to the 
most exciting subcommittee in Con-
gress this week.” But members of both 
parties asked Grusch about his study of 
UFOs and the consequences he faced.

“I take it that you're arguing what we 
need is real transparency and reporting 
systems so we can get some clarity on 
what's going on out there,” said Rep Ja-
mie Raskin, D-Md.

Some lawmakers criticized the Pen-
tagon for not providing more details in 
a classified briefing or releasing images 
that could be shown to the public. In 
previous hearings, Pentagon officials 
showed a video taken from an F-18 
military plane that showed an image of 
one balloon-like shape.

1-Year Maternity Leave, 1-Month Paternity 
Leave For Govt Employees In Sikkim
Agenceis

Gangtok: Sikkim Chief Min-
ister Prem Singh Tamang on 
Wednesday said his govern-
ment would give 12-month 
maternity leave and one-
month paternity leave to its 
employees.

Addressing the annual 
general meeting of the Sik-
kim State Civil Service Offi-
cers' Association here, he said 
changes would be made in the 
service rules to provide the 

benefit.
The benefit would help 

government employees to 
take better care of their chil-
dren and families, he said. The 
details would be notified soon, 
he added.

According to the Maternity 
Benefit Act, 1961, a working 
woman is entitled to paid ma-
ternity leave of six months or 
26 weeks.

The Himalayan state has 
the lowest population in India 
at around 6.32 lakh.2nd ODI: India Aim 

To Clinch Series

Australia Trails England In The 
Final Ashes Test

Police Memorial: Four 
Quarter Final Matches Today

Inter School Tug of War 
Events Held At Bijbehara

Riyad Mahrez Leaves Man 
City For Saudi Club Al-Ahli

Yorkshire Fined & Docked 
Points Over Rafiq Racism Case

Press Trust Of India

BARBADOS: The Indian team 
will be expected to return to its 
set batting order as it aims to 
put up a much-improved show 
with the willow and take an 
unassailable lead in the three-
match series when it faces a 
below-par West Indies in the 
second ODI here on Saturday.

With 11 more matches left 
before the opening World 
Cup game against Australia in 
Chennai on October 8 (as per 
the current schedule), India 
would aim at a settled com-
bination and hence too much 
experimentation might not be 
what the doctor would order.

The Kensington Oval in Bar-
bados is home turf for the late 
Malcolm Marshall and the 'Big 
Bird' Joel Garner where vis-
iting side batters would get 
mentally psyched out even be-

fore the 'Big Four' (Andy Rob-
erts and Michael Holding) had 
the red cherry in their hands.

Gone are those golden days 
of West Indies cricket and the 
popularity of cricket in the is-
lands has hit an all-time nadir 
after its non-qualification for 
the ODI World Cup in India.

The track used for the sec-
ond ODI might not be the 

same one but nature could 
be identical and hence Indian 
team shouldn't mind the chal-
lenge of batting first.

Facing Gudakesh Motie's 
orthodox left-arm spin and 
Yannic Cariah's leg breaks 
won't be the most difficult 
proposition but not the easi-
est one either.

Match starts at 7 PM IST.

Agencies

LONDON: Australia lost five 
more wickets in the afternoon 
to reach tea at 186-7 in its first 
innings, trailing England by 
97 runs Friday on the second 
day of the final Ashes test.

Stuart Broad (2-31) needed 
five balls after lunch to claim 
the third Australian wicket 
and leave Australia on 115-3. 
Broad pinned Usman Kha-
waja leg before wicket for 47 
and, despite the opener re-
viewing the out decision, the 
ball-tracker showed it would 
have hit leg stump. It brought 
Travis Head to the crease for 
an afternoon session that was 
braced to be more dramatic 
than a slow-moving morning.

Broad was on a roll now 

and Head feathered behind an 
edge to Jonny Bairstow on four 
to give England another wick-
et. It was Broad's 20th wicket 
of the series and left Australia 
on 127-4, still 156 runs behind 
England's total of 283.

James Anderson struck 
when Mitch Marsh played on 
for 16. Root got in on the act 
when Carey (10) spliced to 
Stokes, who claimed his 100th 

test catch for England in the 
process.

England picked up another 
wicket when Mitchell Starc 
(7) pulled Wood to Ben Duck-
ett. Earlier, Australia went to 
lunch at 115-2 in a morning 
highlighted by a brilliant slip 
catch from Joe Root.

England took 54.4 overs for 
its 283 all out. Australia was 
130-4 after 54.4 overs. (AP)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 19th edition of 
the J&K Police Martyr’s Memo-
rial Football Tournament has 
entered its quarterfinal stage, 
with eight teams set to battle 
it out today, Saturday, July 29.

Three matches are scheduled 
to be held at Synthetic Turf 
TRC, while one matchup will be 
played at Kashmir University.

At TRC, STFC XI will take on 
J&K Police XI at 10:00 am. The 
second match at the venue 
will see ARCO FC lock horns 

with J&K Bank XI at 1:00 pm. 
The final quarterfinal game 
at Synthetic Turf will witness 
Kashmir Maharaja FC battle the 
winner of the FC1 vs. Novelty 
FC match at 4:00 pm.

Kashmir University is set to 
host AG’s Office XI and the win-
ner of the Downtown Heroes 
FC vs. JK United FC matchup at 
4:00 pm.

The tournament is organised 
by J&K Police in collaboration 
with Jammu & Kashmir Foot-
ball Association and J&K Sports 
Council.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Zonal Physical 
Education Officer (ZPEO) Bijbe-
hara organised Inter School Tug 
of War competitions on Friday 
at BHSS and GHSS Bijbehara. 

The competitions were held 
among U-14 and U-17 boys and 
girls. In these sports events, al-
most 285 students from High 
and Middle schools of Zone Bi-
jbehara participated. 

In the U-14 Boys Category, 

MS HP Tawila emerged as Win-
ner and HS HP Bagh emerged as 
Runner Up. While in U-17 Boys 
Category, Public School Bijbeha-
ra emerged as winner and SPS 
Arwani emerged as Runner Up. 

In U-14 Girls Category, Pub-
lic School Bijbehara emerged 
as Winner and GMS Semthan 
emerged as Runner up. While 
in U-17 Girls, Public School 
Bijbehara emerged as Winner 
and HSS Arwani emerged as 
Runner up.

Agencies

MANCHESTER: Riyad Mahrez is 
the latest Premier League play-
er to head to Saudi Arabia after 
signing with Al-Ahli.

The Algeria international 
was a key player in Leicester's 
shocking title win in 2016 and 
then won the league four more 
times with Manchester City. He 
leaves after a season in which 
City won the Premier League, 
FA Cup and Champions League.

"I've made a lifetime of won-
derful memories and the man-
ner of our Premier League title 

wins and the battles we've had 
with Liverpool and, last year, 
Arsenal, underlined our col-
lective desire and mentality to 
be the best," Mahrez said in a 
statement on City's website.

Mahrez scored 15 goals in 47 
games in his final season with 
City but no longer started some 
of the biggest matches. He was 
an unused substitute in both 
the Champions League and FA 
Cup finals. At Al-Ahli, he will 
join Roberto Firmino, who was 
formerly one of City's rivals at 
Liverpool, and former Chelsea 
goalkeeper Edouard Mendy.

Agencies

LONDON: Yorkshire have 
been fined 400,000 pounds 
($514,000) and handed a 
48-point deduction in the 
County Championship by the 
Cricket Discipline 
Commission over 
their handling of 
racism allegations 
made by Azeem 
Rafiq, the commis-
sion said on Friday. 
Rafiq, a former Eng-
land Under-19s cap-
tain of Pakistani descent, told 
a British parliamentary com-
mittee in 2021 of "inhuman" 
treatment at Yorkshire and said 
he had been a victim of institu-
tional racism at the club.

Yorkshire, who have also 
been handed a four-point 

deduction in the Twenty20 
Blast, have accepted the sanc-
tions, which have been im-
posed by an independent panel 
consisting of CDC chair Tim 
O'Gorman, Seema Patel and 
Mark Milliken-Smith KC. Of 

the fine amount, 
300,000 pounds is 
to be suspended for 
two years, the CDC 
said.

The CDC sanc-
tioned six former 
Yorkshire players in 
May after they were 

found to have used racist slurs.
The points deduction will 

leave Yorkshire at the bot-
tom of Division Two of the 
Country Championship, in 
eighth place trailing below 
Derbyshire, Gloucestershire 
and others.


