
Thursday 22 June 2023  | Srinagar | Vol: 26 | Issue: 154 | Pages: 12 | Price: `3

www.kashmirobserver.net twitter.com / kashmirobserver facebook.com/kashmirobserver Postal Regn: L/159/KO/SK/2014-2016

26
th

THIS VISIT IS 
NOT ABOUT 
CHINA. But the 

question of China’s role 
in the military domain, 
the technology domain, 
the economic domain 
will be on the agenda,” 

Srinagar Sizzles, 
Mercury Touches 
34.0°C Mark
Agencies

Srinagar: Sweltering weather 
conditions continued unabated 
as Srinagar and other parts of 
Kashmir Valley recorded the 
season's hottest day so far on 
Wednesday, officials said.

A meteorological department 
official here said that the maxi-
mum temperature in Srinagar 
soared to 34.0°C and it was 4.8°C 
above normal for the season. 
Today’s temperature surpassed the 
previous highest of 33.3°C record-
ed on Tuesday, the official said.

Other places including 
Pahalgam (28.4°C), Qazigund 
(33.0°C), Kokernag (31.5°C), 
Kupwara (33.1°C ) and Gulmarg 
(24.6°C) also recorded the hottest 
day of the season so far, he said.

Regarding the forecast, 
he said, mainly dry 
weather was expect-
ed “but a brief spell 
of shower and thun-
derstorm at one or two 
places towards late after-
noon or evening can't be 
ruled out”.

From June 24-28, 
he said, generally cloudy 
weather with intermittent 
light to moderate thunderstorms 
at fairly widespread places has 
been forecast. “Few places over 
Jammu Division may receive 
intense showers for a short pe-
riod,” he said.

Also, minimum (night) tem-
perature recorded an increase 
at most places and settled above 
normal across J&K.

He said Srinagar recorded a 
low of 19.7°C against 18.2°C on 
the previous night and it was 
above normal by More on P10

Banihal Highway 
To Remain Shut 
On Friday
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: No traffic will be al-
lowed on the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway on Friday due 
to repair and maintenance works, 
an official said on Wednesday.

The advisory to observe 'no 
traffic day' on the NH-44, the 
only all-weather road linking 
Kashmir with the rest of the 
country, was issued by Ramban 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Mussarat Islam, amid ongo-
ing preparations for the annual 
Amarnath yatra in the valley be-
ginning July 1, the officials said.

The first batch of pilgrims will 
leave for Kashmir from Jammu 
base camp Bhagwati Nagar on June 
30, a day ahead of the scheduled 
commencement of the yatra to the 
3,880-metre-high holy cave shrine, 
housing the naturally formed ice-
shivling. More on P10

Yoga Is India's Greatest Gift To Humanity: LG
Asks People To Make Yoga A Part Of Their Daily Routine For Stress Free And Healthy Life

LG Sinha Reviews  
Eid-Ul-Azha Preparations

Biden Will Not ‘Lecture’ PM Modi 
On Human Rights: White House
Agencies

Washington: US President 
Joe Biden welcomes Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday for two days of 
talks that the White House 
sees as bolstering "one of the 
defining partnerships of our 
age," despite ongoing US con-
cerns about human rights.

Washington wants India to 
be a strategic counterweight 
to China while PM Modi is 
seeking to raise the influence 
that his country, now the 
world's most populous, has on 
the world stage.

Joe Biden and PM Modi are 

expected to announce a vari-
ety of agreements related to 
defense cooperation and sales, 
artificial intelligence, quantum 

computing and investments in 
India by Micron Technology 
and other US companies.

Joe Biden is expected to 

bring up US concerns about 
democratic backsliding in 
India, but he will not lecture 
PM Modi on the subject, White 
House national security advis-
er Jake Sullivan told reporters.

When the US sees 

challenges to press, religious 
or other freedoms, "we make 
our views known," Sullivan 
said. He added, "We do so in 
a way where we don't seek to 
lecture or assert that we don't 
have challenges ourselves."

"Ultimately, the question of 
where politics and the question 
of democratic institutions go in 
India is going to be determined 
within India by Indians. It's not 
going to be determined by the 
United States," Sullivan said.

Modi has been to the United 
States five times since becom-
ing prime minister in 2014, but 
the trip will be his first with 
the full diplomatic More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Stating that Yoga is 
India's greatest gift to the hu-
manity as it has transcended the 
boundary of religion, sect and 
geographical barriers to bring 
happiness in people’s lives, the 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha Wednesday advised peo-
ple to make Yoga a part of their 
daily routine for stress free and 
healthy life

“Yoga is not just a physical 
exercise, but it also symbolizes 
the spirit of oneness between 
body-mind and nature. This rich 

and ancient tradition, based on 
prevention for better health, 
has been accepted by medical 

science and researchers as a 
unique and significant practice 
of the traditional system of 

medicine which offers tremen-
dous physical and mental health 
benefits for people of all ages,” 
Sinha said.

The LG was addressing 
Yoga enthusiasts at the 9th 
International Yoga Day celebra-
tions at Botanical Garden here 
on Wednesday. He said every-
one should make Yoga a part of 
their daily routine for a stress 
free and healthy life.

“Yoga for Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam, One World, One 
Health. This year's theme un-
derlines the vision of “One 
Earth, One Family, More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Wednesday reviewed prepa-
rations of district adminis-
trations and various depart-
ments ahead of Eid-ul-Azha.

Chairing the meeting, the 
LG took appraisal of aug-
mentation of the supply of 
essential items and services, 
security and traffic manage-
ment in view of Eid-ul-Azha.

Sinha impressed upon the 
Deputy Commissioners, SSPs 

and officers of stakeholder 
departments to make all 
necessary arrangements for 
the festival.

He also directed the DCs to 
constitute Joint Teams for mar-
ket inspection, monitoring and 
implementation of notified 
rates of essential items.

“Sanitation and cleanli-
ness in and around religious 
places, availability of Doctors, 
medical facilities, fire and 
emergency services should 
be ensured,” the LG said.

The meeting was attended 
by LG’s Advisor More on P10
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Office Of The Chief Engineer 
Srinagar Smart City Ltd

(A J&K Government Undertaking)

Email: - tenders.sscl@gmail.com	 Tel. No: 0194-2455370
(CIN: U70200JK2017SGC010107)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
E-N.I.T NO: 12-SSCL of 06/2023-24 DT:-  20/06/2023 

 
1. For and on behalf of Lt. Governor UNION Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Chief Engineer, 
Srinagar Smart City Limited (SSCL), invites bids from bidders who shall be an Agency/ Entity/ 
Company/ Firm incorporated in India under the (Indian) Companies Act 2013/ Firm registered under the 
Limited Liability Partnership Act 2008/ Approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Union 
Territory Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments, for the work as detailed in table 
below: 

 

S. 
No Name of Work Name of 

Organization Estimated 
Cost 

Cost of 
Tender 

Document 

Earnest 
Money Head of 

Account 
Class 

Of Contract 
Time 
Allowed for 
completion 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 
Facade improvement 

of Heritage Markets of 
the Downtown, 

Srinagar (Part-C). 

 
 
 
 

Srinagar 
Smart City 

Ltd 

 
 
 
 

Rs. 
4.89 
Cr. 

 
 
 
 

Rs. 
5,000/- 

 
 
 
 

Rs. 
9.78 

Lacs/- 

 
 
 
 
 

SSCL 

Agency/ Entity/ 
Company/ 

Firm/ Approved 
and eligible 
contractors 

registered with 
J&K State 

PWD, CPWD, 
Railways and 

other 
State/Central 
Governments 

 
 
 
 

04 
Months 

 
2. The Bid document consisting of Information to Bidders (ITB), Information and Documents to be 

furnished along with the Bid, General & Special Conditions of Contract, and set of terms and 
conditions of contract and other necessary documents will be uploaded on the website: 
www.jktenders.gov.in from 20/06/2023. The Bidders can take part in the bidding process as per 
below tabulated schedule: 

 
S. 

No. Particulars  Schedule 

1 Date of issue of IFB : Date: 20-06-2023 

2 Availability of Bid Document on e-procurement portal : Date: 20-06-2023 & Time: 16:00 Hrs. 

3 Dead line for Submission of bids : Date: 04-07-2023 & Time: 16:00 Hrs. 

4 Last Date for receipt of physical instruments of Cost 
of Bid Document and Security Deposit. : Date: 04-07-2023. 

5 Opening of Technical Bids : Date: 05-07-2023 & Time: 14:00 Hrs. 

6 Date of opening of Financial Bid : To be informed separately 
 

3. Bids shall be received “on line” on or before 04/07/2023. The bidder must possess Compatible Digital 
Signature Certificate (DSC) and proper used ID. 

4. If any date specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the 
time will remain the same. 

 
 

5. The Schedule indicated above is tentative and the Employer may change any or the entire schedule 
with prior intimation to all bidders. 

6. Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid Document along 
with the receipt of requisite Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and non-refundable Cost of Bid Document. 

7. The Cost of Bid Document is to be paid through DD/NEFT/RTGS in favour of Chief Executive Officer Srinagar 
Smart City Limited with Bank Account details as under: 

Name of Bank: ICICI Bank Ltd. 
Branch: Karan Nagar, Srinagar. 
Bank Account Number: 252705001239, 
IFSC Code: ICIC0002527 
MICR Code: 190229002 

8. The Earnest Money Deposit (Bid Security) may be paid through CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Chief Executive 
Officer, Srinagar Smart City Limited, with Bank Account details as stated above or may be submitted through a 
Bank Guarantee, having a validity of 60 days beyond Bid Validity Period of 120 days. The Bank Guarantee shall be 
pledged to Chief Executive Officer, Srinagar Smart City Limited, Srinagar and shall be submitted in the format 
provided in the Bid Document.  

9. The eligible bidders registered as Micro and Small Enterprises shall be provided bid document free of cost and 
shall be exempted from depositing Bid Security subject to furnishing of relevant valid certificate/documents 
for claiming such exemption. However, in lieu of Bid Security, the MSE bidder is required to submit the Bid 
Security Declaration on a duly notarized non-judicial stamp paper of Rs. 100/- in the format as provided in 
the Bid Document. 

10. The bidder is required to quote in the prescribed format provided on the e-procurement portal and the selection 
will be done on least cost basis. 

11. Right to revise or amend this notice and / or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date notified 
for submission of offers or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer. 

12. The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason. 
13. The Employer reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals, cancel the bidding process, at any time 

prior to the award of contract, without assigning any reason therefor and thereby assumes no responsibility of 
incurring any liability to the affected applicants. 

14. Any information regarding the IFB and / or Bid Document can be had from the office of undersigned during 
office hours. 

15. All bidders shall upload Verification Certificate from concerned Chief Engineer /Superintending Engineer of 
Enlistment Registration Card. 
16. If verification is not done then it is mandatory to upload affidavit from First Class Executive Magistrate 

regarding the Genuineness of the Contractor Card. The Bidders are subject to be disqualified if they have made 
misleading or false representation in the forms, statements, affidavits duly attested by Magistrate and 
attachments submitted in proof of the qualification requirement: and/or Record of poor performance such as 
abandoning the works, not properly completing the contract, inordinate delays in completion, litigation history, 
or financial failures etc. 
 

No: SSCL/CEO/23-24/1923-26 
Dated:  20/06/2023 

 
 
 

Copy for information to: 

Sd/- 
Chief Engineer 

Srinagar Smart City Limited. 

1) Divisional Commissioner Kashmir/Chairman Srinagar Smart City Ltd for kind information. 
2) Chief Executive Officer Srinagar Smart City Ltd for kind information. 
3) Joint Director, Information Department, Srinagar along with abstract of NIT for publication of the same in 

two leading UT / Valley dailies well before last date of downloading of Bid documents on line. The 
newspapers in which the NIT got published may kindly be made available to this office for reference and 
record. 

4) I/C Website, Srinagar Smart City Limited, for uploading the NIT on e-Procurement portal. 
5) File concerned. 

DIPK-NB-1441/23
dated: 21-06-2023

UnionTerritory Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Sopore.

NOTICE  INVITINGTENDER
 NITNo- 39 of RnB -Sopore of 2023-2024 e-tendering DATED   21.06.2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage rate basis from ap-
proved and eligible contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the 
following works:

S.No.
NameofWork Adv. 

Cost
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
DOC
(In Rupees)

E/Money Time for 
completion of  
work

Time 
&Date
of Opening 
of Bid

Class of 
Contractor

M.H of 
Account

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

01 Improvement of interior link 
Roads at different Spots of 
Gohbugh

6.96    300/- 13920/- 20
days

07.07.
2023

DEE/ CEE PRI Grants

02 improvement Khak road BWO 
P-wall at feasible spots at 
Palhallan D

7.82 300/- 15640/- 20      days 07.07.
2023

 
DEE/ 
CEE

PRI Grants

03 Construction of Cement Con-
crete Drain At BonikahDuroo B

4.98 200/- 9960/- 15      days 07.07.
2023

DEE PRI Grants

04 onstruction of Protection Wall 
at Main Khul with Passenger 
Shed near Panchayat Ghar at 
Goshbugh A

7.92 300/- 15840/- 20      days 07.07.
2023

DEE/ CEE PRI Grants

05 construction of Cement con-
crete Main Adda to H/o Bashir 
Ahmad Shah at Tengpora

6.93 300/- 13860/- 20      days 07.07.2023

DEE/ CEE

PRI Grants

06 construction of R/Wall 
,Construction of Protection 
P Wall on Nallah Khalree on 
road side from Chinar to H/o 
MohdShafiMalla and others at 
Hygam B

9.89 600/- 19780/- 20      days 07.07.
2023

DEE/ CEE PRI Grants

Project Authority:	 DDC
Positionoffunds:Available
Position of  AAA/ TS /Accorded

1.	 The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill 
of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other detail’s can be seen/downloadedfromthedepartmen-
talwebsitewww.jktenders.gov.inasperscheduleofdatesgivenbelow:

1 Date of  issue of tender  Notice 21 .06.2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding docu-

ments
 21.06.2023 06.07.2023( upto 4.PM)

3 Bid  Submission start date 21.06.2023  

4 Bid submission End date  06.07.2023 (4.00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bides ( online)  07.07.2023(12 PM) in the office  of  Ex. Engineer R&B 

Division. Sopore
2,	 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan/ CDR  (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission 
End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Sopore  (tender inviting authority) as the cost 
of the tender document. 
3,	 At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost 
in the form of CDR/FDR pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore . Besides that, 
the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with 
the Government’s circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the success-
ful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the total cost, which will be released after successful 
completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.
3(b)  Geotech Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photograph  before, during and after execution 
of work) of size 26    cm x21 cm  to be provided.
4	  The date and time of opening of BidsshallbenotifiedonwebSitewww.jketenders.gov.inandconveyedto the  bid-
ders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shallbeopened online 
on same websiteintheofficeofthe Tenderreceivingauthority).
5,	 The bids for theworkshallremainvalidforaperiodof120daysfromthedateofopeningoftechnicalBids.
6,	 Instruction to bidders regardinge-tenderingprocess.
6.1, Bidders are advised to download  bid submissionmanualfromthe”Downloads”optionas  well as from” Bidders Manual Kit” 
on websitewww.jktenders.gov.in acquaintbidsubmissionprocess.
6.2,	 To participate in bidding process, biddershavetoget’DigitalSignatureCertificate(DSC)’asperInformationTechnol
ogyAct-2000.Bidderscangetdigitalcertificatefromanyapprovedvendor.
6.3,	 The bidders have to submittheirbidsonlineinelectronicformatwithdigitalSignature.NoFinancialbidwillbeaccept-
edinphysicalform..
6.4,	 BidswillbeopenedonlineaspertimeschedulementionedinPara-I
6.5,	 Biddersmustensuretouploadscannedcopyofallnecessarydocumentswithbid.Note:-Scanallthedocumentson10
0dpiwithblackandwhiteoption.
7,	 Thedepartmentwillnotberesponsiblefordelayinonlinesubmissionduetoanyreasons.
8,	 ScannedcopyofcostoftenderdocumentinshapeofTreasurychallanpledgedtoExecutiveEngineerR&B Division 
Sopore (thedate ofchallanshouldbe inbetween the  date of  start  of  bid  and  Bid  submissionend date) must be uploaded with 
the bid. The original Treasury challan (cost of tender document),andrelateddocumentsetcmustbeuploadedwiththedocument
softhebid.
TheoriginalTreasuryChallan(Costoftenderdocument)andotherrelevantbiddocumentsshallbeobtainedfromthelowestbidder-
beforethefixationofcontract.
9,	 BiddersareadvisednottomakeanychangeinBOQ(BillofQuantities)contents.Innocasetheyshouldattempttocrea-
tesimilarBOQmanually.
10,		 Price escalation and taxes:- The unitratesandprices shall be quotedbythebidderentirelyinIndianRupeesand the 
rates quoted shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes uptocompletion of the workunless otherwise, specified. 
Deduction on accountof taxes shall be made from the bills of the contactor ongrossamount ofthebillaspertheratesprevailingat-
thetimeofrecovery.
11, 	 Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store suchdocuments as 
are required.
12,	 In case of CRF andanyotherspecifiedprojecttherelevantguidelines/standardbiddingdocumentShallbefollowed.
13,	 Instructions to Bidder(ITB)
a.	 All bidders shall upload thefollowinginformationanddocumentswiththeirbids.
b.	 All bidders shalluploadcopiesoforiginaldocumentsdefiningconstitution/legalstatus. Placeofregistrationand 
principal placeofbusinesswithcellNo:andcorrespondenceaddress.
c.	 Allbiddersshalluploadtreasurychallan.
d.	 AllbiddersshalluploadBidsecurityDeclarationform.
e.	 AllbiddersshalluploadGSTINNo.andPANcard.
f.	 AllbiddersshalluploadValidGSTINalongwithlatestsalestaxclearancecertificateFormGST-3B fortheProceed-
ingMonth/proceedingi.eJanuary – March 
14, Thebidderathisownresponsibilityandriskshouldvisitandexaminethesiteofworkanditssurroundingsbeforesubmissionofbid.
      15,	 AlldocumentsrelatingtothebidshallbeinEnglishLanguage.
16.	 Biddermustensure to uploadscanned  copies  of  all  necessary  documents including  tenderdocumentsfee-
intermsofsoftcopieswithtechnicalbid.Nodocuments(s)whichhas/havenotbeenuploadedshall beentertained intheformofhard-
copy.However  in  case of  any  clarification  thebiddersshallhavetoproduceoriginaldocumentsinsupportofsoftcopyifneedarises.
20.	 Ifthecontractor/HMPOquotesrateforanyitemofworkinhistenderasfreeofcostatthetimeof tenderingprocess, 
histender shallberejectedoutrightly.
Forandonbehalfofthe
Lt.GovernorofJ&KUT,

   No:        3280-99
DIPK-3888/23  Dated: 21  .06.2023 				    Executive Engineer,

R&B Division Sopore

Darakshan Mushtaq

The mother's name of my Daughters namely Zaib Ul Nisa , 
Falisha Aijaz & Bareen Aijaz in School records has been 
wrongly recorded as Darakhshan while her correct name is 
Darakshan Mushtaq which needs to be corrected. If anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office of the G.D Goenka Srinagar within 
aperiod of seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Mother of  Zaib Ul Nisa | Falisha Aijaz & Bareen Aijaz 
R/o Umer Colony B Lane 3 Lal Bazar Srinagar
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WhatsApp Users Can Now Silence Incoming 
Calls From Unknown Contacts
IANS

Meta Founder and CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg has 
announced a new pri-
vacy feature 'Silence 

Unknown Callers' to provide 
users more control over their 
incoming calls on WhatsApp.

This new feature helps to 
automatically screen out spam, 
scams and calls from unknown 
people for increased protection, 
the company said in a statement.

When the feature is enabled, 

unknown calls will not ring on the 
users' phone, but will be visible in 
their call list.

Additionally, the company 
has introduced 'Privacy Checkup' 
to help make sure that every-
one knows about the options 
of protection on the messaging 
platform.

This step-by-step feature 
guides users through important 
privacy settings to help them 
choose the right level of protec-
tion, all in one place.

"Protecting the privacy of your 

messages remains the driving 
force behind what we're building 
at WhatsApp," the company said.

"While end-to-end encryption 
is the foundation to ensure your 
calls and messages are secure, 
we continue to add more layers 
of privacy on top including the 
recently launched Chat Lock to 
protect sensitive chats behind a 
password, Disappearing Messages 
that vanish, screenshot blocking 
for View Once, and the ability to 
keep your online presence pri-
vate," it added.
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29  Rabi-ul-Awwal
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 3 :35

ZUHR	 12:33

ASR	 5: 33

Magrib	 7:49
ISHA	 9: 30

•	 217 BC - Battle of Raphia: Ptolemy IV of Egypt defeats 
Antiochus III the Great of the Seleucid kingdom.

•	  168 BC - Battle of Pydna: Romans under Lucius Aemilius 
Paullus defeat and capture Macedonian King Perseus, 
ending the Third Macedonian War.

•	  1377 - Richard II succeeds Edward III as king of England
•	  1476 - Battle at Morat/Murten: Charles the Stout invades 

Switzerland1533 - Ferdinand of Austria and Ottoman 
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent sign peace treaty

•	  1593 - Battle of Sisak: Allied Christian troops defeat the 
Turks.

•	  1596 - Cornelis de Houtmans fleet reaches Banten Java
•	  1611 - Henry Hudson set adrift in Hudson Bay by mutineers 

on his ship Discovery & never seen again
•	  1633 - Galileo Galilei forced to recant his Copernican 

views that the Earth orbits the Sun by the Pope (Oct 31 
1992 Vatican admits it was wrong)

•	  1980 - Pope John Paul II beatifies Kateri Tekakwitha, 
making him the 1st Native American to be beatified

•	  1981 - Iran president Bani Sadr deposed
•	 1983 - 1st time a satellite is retrieved from orbit by Space Shuttle
•	  1987 - The International Labour Organisation, meeting 

for its annual conference in Geneva, calls for international 
sanctions against South African minerals

•	  1987 - A bomb blast in a Johannesburg video-game 
arcade kills an unborn baby and injures ten people

•	  1990 - Nelson Mandela addresses the United Nations 
Special Committee against Apartheid in New York, saying 
that nothing has occurred in South Africa to reverse the 
ANC's position

•	  1991 - Underwater volcano, Mount Didicas, erupts in 
Philippines

•	  1992 - Two skeletons excavated in Yekaterinburg, Russia 
identified as Tsar Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexandra

•	  1994 - FIFA World Cup: USA beats Colombia 2-1 in 1994 
world cup match (1st win since 1950)

•	  2002 - An earthquake in western Iran measuring 6.5 on 
the Richter scale kills more than 261 people.

•	  2009 - Two Metro subway trains collide in Washington, 
D.C., killing 9 and injuring over 80

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

03  Zil-Hajj

1444

From KO Archives

People Launch Forum 
For Mughal Road

Srinagar- To counter elements inimical to the construction 
of the Mughal Road, residents of Shopyan have launched 
a Forum campaign in favour of resuming work on the 
crucial project. 

The road. which takes off from Shopyan and leads to the 
Poonch district links the Kashmir valley to the Jammu province 
and is an alternative to the existing, but unreliable, Srinagar-
Jammu Highway.

 Ever since the central government cleared the project, it 
has been facing roadblock of various sorts, including environ-
mental concerns voiced by certain quarters, but last month the 
Supreme Court had ruled that attempts to halt work on the road 
were illegal. 

Locals in the Shopyan however say that some vested 
interests and regressive elements are opposed to constructing 
the alternative to the Srinagar-Jammu highway. They have 
united under a non-political banner, the Front Against Anti-
Mughal Road Elements, which will kick off its campaign to 
mobilize public opinion in favour of the road by a seminar in the 
Shopyan town hall on the coming Monday. The Mughal Road is 
a long standing demand of the people in the valley, particularly 
in Shopyan and experts consider it a viable substitute for the 
Srinagar-Jammu highway. 

The valley's sole surface link with the rest of the country, is 
prone to massive landslides in bad weather and remains closed 
for weeks on end. Travelers often get stranded for days together, 
and a dependent Kashmir is deprived of essential supplies. 

Experts believe that constructing the Mughal Road would 
bring such problems down to zero. 

But Shopyan residents say that the project is prey to petty 
politics as some vested interests are bent upon sacrificing the 
collective interests of Kashmiris. A public delegation from Shop-
yan said that for now they have deemed it appropriate to adopt 
a democratic approach, but if their voce goes unheard; they will 
take to the streets, and entire responsibility for the consequences 
will lay on the government

  (Kashmir Observer, 22 June, 2007)

Students from various schools gathered to attend 9th 
International Yoga Day in Srinagar on Wednesday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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PREMISES REQUIRED

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India

CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91 (0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91 (0)194 248 1928 ; E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank invites offers from Owners of premises on lease basis for 
housing its CRM  at Main Market Lassipora, preferably on Ground Floor, as per the 
details given below:

Further details, requirements, terms and conditions, Technical Bids and Financial Bids 
proforma relating to the same can be obtained in person from Zonal Office Pulwama during 
working hours and also can be downloaded from Bank’s website www.jkbank.com from 
19-06-2023 under the link “EOI & Tender / Notification” in the Quick Access Tab.
The interested parties/persons owning the premises and having a clear title over the 
property should submit their offers in format prescribed by Bank by or before 10-07-2023 
(05:00 PM IST) at Zonal Office Pulwama.
Bank reserves the right to cancel/reject any/all offer(s) without assigning any reason 
thereof.

Dated: 17-06-2023                                                                                           Zonal Head

Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Estates Department
Zonal Office Pulwama

W: www.jkbank.com

CRM
Lassipora 100-150 sq. ft01

S. 
No

Name of
the Premises
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ft (approx.)

Locality: Main Market Lassipora 
Tehsil: Pulwama,

District: Pulwama

DIPK-NB-1398/23	 DATED: 21-06-2023

ADVERTISEMENT
 Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for the post of 
Research Fellow-2 purely on contract basis for a period of 1 year on a 
consolidated emolument of Rs. 25,000 per month. 
 Qualifi cation/Experience: The applicant should possess at least 
high second class Post Graduate Degree in Demography/ Population 
Studies/ Statistics/ Economics/ Mathematics/ Sociology from a 
recognized University/ Institution. The applicant should have one year 
of experience in the collection, tabulation, data analysis and report 
writing after Post Graduation.  
 Age Limit: The applicant should not be more than 40 years of age 
as on 30.06.2023.
 The prescribed application form and detailed terms and conditions 
are available on the PRC website: prcku.uok.edu.in. The candidates are 
advised to download the application form, fi ll it up and submit it along with 
self attested copies of certifi cates/documents in the offi  ce of undersigned 
either in person or through speed post by or before 05.07.2023.

Sd/- Bashir Ahmad Bhat
Coordinator

NAAC Accredited Grade “A+” | HAZRATBAL, SRINAGAR  

POPULATION RESEARCH CENTRE

UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
(An establishment of the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare)

DIPK-NB-1430/23
DATED: 21-06-2023

Body Of Minor Retrieved From 
Hokersar Wetland After 3 Days
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Body of seven-years old 
boy, who drowned in the Hokersar 
flood-channel at Bemina area of the 
city three days ago, was retrieved on 
Wednesday, officials said.

Ikhlas Ahmad, eight-years old 
boy from Hamdania Colony Be-
mina, according to locals slipped 
into Hokersar flood-channel on 
Sunday while playing football 
with his friends.

Officials said the dead body of 

Ikhlas was retrieved this morning 
and later handed over to his family 
for last rites after conducting nec-
essary medico-legal formalities.

They said the police and State 
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) 
team launched the rescue opera-
tion as soon as the incident took 
place. They said the locals also 
chip-in the rescue operation.

Locals said the minor boy 
slipped into the flood-channel 
while playing football with his 
friends on the fateful day.

“A joint rescue operation was 

launched on Sunday by the police 
and SDRF after the boy slipped 
into the Hokersar flood-channel, 
we had also availed the services of 
expert divers and after three days 
of strenuous efforts, dead body 
was retrieved and later handed 
over to the family for last rites,” 
they added.

Meanwhile hundreds of people 
from Bemina and its adjoining ar-
eas attended the funeral of eight-
year old Ikhlas, who drowned in 
the flood-channel of Hokersar wet-
land on Sunday.

Food Safety Dep’t Seizes 10 
Quintals Of Stale Dressed 
Chicken In Srinagar
Observer News Service

Srinagar:  The Food 
Safety Department Kash-
mir seized ten quintals 
of dressed chicken in Sri-
nagar which was being sold 
in violation of Food Safety 
Act, an official said here.

Reports reaching 
here said that on the ba-
sis of specific information 
received that raw dressed 
chicken imported from 
outside the state is being 
sold in the market in vio-
lation of Food Safety Stan-
dards Act, which includes 
non-maintenance of cold 
chain, a team of Food 
Safety Officers under the 
supervision of Deputy 
Commissioner Food Safe-
ty Kashmir inspected the 
premises of Eve Enter-
prises situated at Parim-
pora and seized 10 quin-
tals of such chicken.

The whole quantity 
was destroyed on spot and 
samples were lifted for 
further legal action. The 
premise was also found in 
unhygienic condition and 
hence was sealed in the 
interest of public health.

The official said that 
the food business opera-
tors dealing with import-

ed raw chicken and meat 
are directed to follow all 
the Rules and Regulations 
of Food Safety Standards 
Act failing which strict 
action under law shall 
be initiated against them 
.The drive shall be inten-
sified in the coming days 
keeping in view the ensu-
ing Eid-ul-Adha.

The general public is 
informed by virtue of this 
press release that in case 
they observe any such vi-
olation, they should regis-
ter their complaint on toll 
free No. 104 and their all 
credentials shall remain 
confidential, he said.

Raw meat, chicken 
and fish are categorized 
as high risk foods. The 
sale, storage and distribu-
tion of all meat products 
if not maintained under 
recommended tempera-
ture (-18 C for prolonged 
storage and 0-5 C for brief 
storage) can deteriorate 
its quality rapidly there-
by rendering it potential-
ly hazardous for human 
health. Thus the public 
in general are advised to 
follow similar practices 
at home also to consume 
all meat products safely, 
he added.

Arrangements For Upcoming 
Eid-ul-Azha Finalized In Srinagar
DC Srinagar Constitutes Market Checking, 
Rate Enforcement Teams

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A meeting of 
all Sectoral/Zonal Offi-
cers was today held un-
der the Chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad here at 
Meeting Hall of DC Office 
Complex to review the 
arrangements for the up-
coming auspicious Festi-
val of Eid-ul-Azha.

Besides, representa-
tives of J&K Wakf Board, 
the meeting was attended 
by Regional Transport 
Officer, Kashmir, Su-
perintendent of Police 
(Hqrs), SP Traffic, Su-
perintending Engineers 
of R&B, PDD and PHE, 
SDM, East, SDM, West, 
Chief Medical Officer, all 

City Tehsildars, and oth-
er officers from Animal 
Husbandry, FCS&CA, 
SRTC, Sheep Husbandry, 
and other Departments.

At the outset, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
took a Department wise 
review of the arrange-
ments being put in place 
for smooth celebrations 
of upcoming Eid-ul-Adha 
festivities in the District.

The DC passed direc-
tions to all Departments to 
take elaborate measures 
well in advance for smooth 
celebrations of auspicious 
Eid-ul-Azha festivities.

On the occasion, the 
DC constituted Tehsil wise 
Joint Market Checking 
Teams to curb any black 
marketing and hoardings 
ahead of Eid-ul-Azha.

Poor Internet Connectivity 
Impacts Education AT KU
Observer News Service

 Srinagar: Students of the Univer-
sity of Kashmir (KU) have voiced 
their concerns regarding the in-
adequate internet connectivity 
within the campus, significantly 
impacting their academic pursuits 
and hampering their ability to en-
gage with the wider world.

The students have raised alle-
gations that jammers have been co-
vertly installed within the universi-
ty premises, deliberately disrupting 
internet connectivity.

"It feels like we're isolated 
from the rest of the world. Limited 
internet access restricts our abil-
ity to explore educational opportu-
nities, access research materials, 
and stay connected with the global 
academic community," Shshid Ah-
mad, a concerned student express-
ing the impact of poor connectivity 
on their intellectual growth

"Our academic performance is 
suffering due to the lack of proper in-
ternet connectivity. It's hard to keep 
up with online lectures and partici-
pate in virtual discussions when the 
connection keeps dropping," Mush-

taq Ahmad, another student said.
"The alleged installation of 

jammers is deeply concerning. It 
raises questions about our right to 
access information and communi-
cate freely. We hope the authori-
ties address this issue promptly to 
ensure our academic and personal 
development is not hindered," Sal-
eem Ahmad, a law student said.

Meanwhile, according to an 
official, no complaints have been 
received from students thus far. 
However, in the event of any is-
sues arising, we will promptly ad-
dress them.
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Just 30 Hours Of Air Left 
On Titanic Sub, Search Like 
"Going Into Space"
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Sajid Mir As 'Global Terrorist'
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Tomb of Aurangzeb

Agencies

LONDON: Rescuers trying to 
find the orca-sized submers-
ible that vanished on its way 
to visit the wreck of the Titanic 
are facing a gargantuan task 
that will test the limits of tech-
nical know-how, experts say.

Teams from around the 
world were racing against 
the clock Tuesday to locate 
the vessel and its five-person 
crew before their oxygen runs 
out -- projected at under a day 
and a half from now.

But scouring a 7,600-square-
mile (20,000-square-kilome-
ter) area of the North Atlantic 
to a depth of more than two 
miles is not easy.

"It's pitch black down there. 
It's freezing cold. The seabed 
is mud, and it's undulating. 
You can't see your hand in 
front of your face," Titanic 
expert Tim Maltin told NBC 
News Now.

"It's really a bit like being an 
astronaut going into space."

The 21-foot (6.5-meter) 
submersible, named Titan, 
was carrying three fee-paying 
passengers when it vanished 
Sunday: British billionaire 
Hamish Harding, Pakistani 
tycoon Shahzada Dawood and 
Dawood's son Suleman.

OceanGate Expeditions, 
which runs the Titan's trips, 
charges $250,000 for a seat.

The company's CEO Stock-
ton Rush and French sub-
marine operator Paul-Henri 
Nargeolet, nicknamed "Mr Ti-
tanic" for his frequent dives at 
the site, are also aboard.

US Coast Guard Captain Ja-
mie Frederick told reporters 

Tuesday that his organization 
was co-ordinating the search.

But, he said, it was incred-
ibly difficult, and far beyond 
what the coast guard would 
normally tackle.

"While the US Coast Guard 
has assumed the role of 
search and rescue mission 
coordinator, we do not have 
all of the necessary expertise 
and equipment required in a 
search of this nature," he said.

"This is a complex search 
effort, which requires mul-
tiple agencies with subject 
matter expertise and special-
ized equipment."

Frederick explained that 
rescuers were using multiple 
methods as they comb the vast 
area for the Titan, which lost 
contact with its mothership 
just two hours into its dive near 
the Titanic's watery grave.

"The search efforts have 
focused on both surface with 
C-130 aircraft searching by 
sight and with radar, and sub-
surface with P3 aircraft, we're 
able to drop and monitor so-
nar buoys."

Seafloor, water column or 
surface

So far, the searches have 

proved fruitless.
The effort was being aug-

mented Tuesday by a huge 
pipe-laying vessel, which has 
a remotely operated vehicle 
expected to be deployed at the 
Titan's last known position.

Jules Jaffe, who was part of 
the team that developed the 
optical imaging system used 
to find the Titanic in 1985, 
said rescuers would have to 
look in three separate places.

"It's either sitting on the 
seafloor, somewhere in the 
water column, or sitting on 
the surface," he told ABC10 in 
San Diego.

"It could be in the water 
column. I think that's proba-
bly the most likely place it is."

Jamie Pringle, a professor of 
forensic geosciences at Keele 
University in Britain, said if 
the mini-sub had settled on 
the ocean floor, it could be 
very difficult to spot.

"The bottom of the ocean is 
not flat; there are lots of hills 
and canyons," Pringle said, ac-
cording to NBC.

Adding to the challenge: the 
enormous pressure four kilo-
meters under water, around 400 
times what it is on the surface.

Press Trust of India

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led Yoga celebra-

tion at the UN headquarters 
in New York, on Wednesday, 
created a Guinness World Re-
cord for the participation of 
people of most nationalities.

Modi, who is in New York 
on the first leg of his maid-
en state visit to the US at 
the invitation of President 
Joe Biden and First Lady Jill 
Biden, led a historic event 
at the UN Headquarters to 

commemorate the 9th In-
ternational Day of Yoga, at-
tended by top UN officials, 
diplomats and prominent 
personalities.

The Yoga celebration led 
by Prime Minister Modi at 
the UN headquarters cre-
ated the Guinness World 
Record for participation of 
people of most nationali-
ties, officials said.

The prime minister, wear-
ing a customised white yoga 
T-shirt and trouser, thanked 
people for coming here 

from far away to attend the 
celebration.

"I'm delighted to see 
you all. And I thank you 
all for coming. Friends. 
I'm told that almost every 
nationality is represented 
here today," Modi told the 
gathering.

He was joined by Presi-
dent of the 77th session of 
the UN General Assembly 
Csaba Korisi, deputy Sec-
retary General Amina Mo-
hammed, and New York City 
mayor Eric Adams.

Press Trust of India

India has hit out at China for 
blocking a move to designate 

Pakistan-based LeT leader Sajid 
Mir as a “global terrorist” by 
the UN, saying it shows a lack 
of genuine political will to fight 
the scourge of terrorism.

China on Tuesday blocked 
a proposal moved by the US 
and co-designated by India to 
blacklist Mir under the 1267 
Al Qaeda Sanctions Committee 
of the UN Security Council as a 
global terrorist and subject him 
to assets freeze, travel ban and 
arms embargo.

Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-
Taiba terrorist Mir is wanted 
for his involvement in the 
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks.

In a strongly-worded state-
ment, Joint Secretary at India's 
permanent mission in New 
York Prakash Gupta said on 
Tuesday if efforts to ban terror-
ists fail due to “petty geopoliti-
cal interests”, then “we really 
do not have the genuine politi-
cal will to sincerely fight this 
challenge of terrorism”.

"The first and most criti-
cal gap we feel addressing is 
avoiding double standards, and 
this self-defeating justification 
of good terrorists versus bad 
terrorists. Terror act is a terror 
act, plain and simple. Any justi-
fication of any kind being used 
should not be countenanced by 
anybody," he said at United Na-
tion’s counter-terror meeting.

Gupta said in this day and age 
of accountability and transpar-
ency, can evidence-based list-

ing proposals be blocked with-
out giving any reason.

He said India has fought 
against terrorists in practically 
real-time on a daily basis.

"While the 9/11 terror bomb-
ings in this iconic city of New 
York had changed the landscape 
of the global counterterrorism 
architecture, the 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attacks shook the collec-
tive conscience of the world's 
largest democracy," he said.

Gupta also played an audio 
clip of Mir in which he can 
be heard instructing terror-
ists from Pakistan during the 
Mumbai 26/11 terror attacks.

Ten fully armed assailants 
from across the borders well 
trained in conducting urban 
warfare, descended on the 
shores of Mumbai and wreaked 
havoc for three days. The car-
nage resulted in the killing of 
166 innocents, including 26 
foreigners.

"Justice still continues to 
elude the victims of the Mum-
bai terror attack," he said. Mir 
was listed as a proscribed ter-
rorist under the national laws of 
India and under the laws of the 
United States and several other 
countries globally, he said.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India has ranked 
127 out of 146 countries in 
terms of gender parity -- an 
improvement of eight places 
from last year -- according to 
the World Economic Forum's 
annual Gender Gap Report, 
2023.

The World Economic Forum 
(WEF) ranked India at 135 out 
of 146 countries in the Global 
Gender Gap Index in the re-
port's 2022 edition.

India has improved by 1.4 
percentage points and eight 
positions since the last edition, 
marking a partial recovery to-
wards its 2020 parity level, the 
report stated.

The country has attained 
parity in enrolment across all 
levels of education, it said.

India has closed 64.3 per 
cent of the overall gender gap, 
the report said. However, it un-
derlined that India has reached 
only 36.7 per cent parity on 
economic participation and 
opportunity.

The index ranked India's 
neighbours Pakistan at 142, 
Bangladesh at 59, China at 107, 
Nepal at 116, Sri Lanka at 115 
and Bhutan at 103.

Iceland is the most gender-
equal country in the world for 
the 14th consecutive year and 
the only one to have closed 

more than 90 per cent of its 
gender gap, according to the 
report.

In India, while there has 
been an uptick in parity in 
wages and income, the share of 
women in senior positions and 
technical roles has dropped 
slightly since the last edition, 
the report pointed out.

On political empowerment, 
India has registered 25.3 per 
cent parity, with women rep-
resenting 15.1 per cent of par-
liamentarians -- the highest for 
the country since the inaugural 
report in 2006.

Out of the 117 countries with 
available data since 2017, 18 
countries -- including Bolivia 
(50.4 per cent), India (44.4 per 
cent) and France (42.3 per cent) 
-- have achieved women's rep-
resentation of over 40 per cent 
in local governance.

This comes after Women and 
Child Development Minister 
Smriti Irani earlier this year 
said the WEF recognised the 
need to enumerate women's 
participation in local govern-
ment bodies in its Gender Gap 
Report after the government 
raised the with it in Geneva.

For India, the 1.9 percent-
age point improvement in the 
sex ratio at birth has driven 
up parity after more than a 
decade of slow progress, the 
report said.

Agencies

JERUSALEM: Palestinian resi-
dents of a West Bank village 
say hundreds of Israeli settlers 
have entered the community 
and set fire to dozens of homes 
and cars.

The attack on Wednesday 
comes a day after a pair of Pal-
estinian gunmen killed four 
Israelis outside a West Bank 
settlement.

Residents in Turmus Ayya 
said the settlers rampaged 
through the main road of the 
town.

Witnesses said the Israeli 
army entered the town and set-
tlers were withdrawing.

The Israeli military on 
Wednesday deployed addi-
tional forces across the occu-
pied West Bank, while Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
announced plans to build 1,000 
new settler homes in an ini-
tial response to a Palestinian 
shooting attack that killed four 
Israelis a day earlier.

The Israeli settlement an-
nouncement threatened to 
further raise tensions after two 
days of deadly fighting in the 
territory. The Palestinians and 

the international community 
oppose settlement construc-
tion on occupied lands sought 
by the Palestinians for a future 
state.

Netanyahu said the homes 
would be built in Eli — the site 
of Wednesday’s deadly attack 
in which a pair of Palestinian 
gunmen opened fire outside a 
gas station. His far-right gov-
ernment is dominated by set-
tler leaders and supporters.

“Our answer to terror is to 
strike it hard and to build our 
country,” Netanyahu said.

The shooting came a day 
after seven Palestinians were 
killed in a daylong battle 
against Israeli troops in the 
militant stronghold of Jenin. 
The worsening violence has 
created a test for Israel’s gov-
ernment and prompted calls 
for a widespread military op-
eration in the West Bank.

Israeli media identified the 
four killed as Harel Masood, 
21, Ofer Fayerman, 64, and 
Elisha Anteman, 18, Nahman-
Shmuel Mordoff, 17. An Israeli 
civilian killed one assailant at 
the scene, while Israeli troops 
chased and killed the second 
shooter after he fled.

Press Trust of India

PUNE: Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan 
has sought to assuage fears 
about the 'deletion' of Charles 
Darwin's theory of evolution 
from the NCERT textbooks and 
said "nothing of 
this sort has hap-
pened." Mr Prad-
han was speaking 
at an event at the 
Bhandarkar Orien-
tal Research Insti-
tute in Maharash-
tra's Pune city on 
on Tuesday.

"A controversy is 
going on these days that Dar-
win's theory of evolution has 
been removed from science 
books by the NCERT and the 
periodic table has been left out, 
but I would like to state here 
publicly that nothing of this 
sort has happened," he said.

After the controversy broke 
out, Mr Pradhan spoke to the 
National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT), 
which is an autonomous body, 
and sought details, the minis-
ter said.

"According to them, experts 

had advised that during CO-
VID-19, some repetitive parts 
could be reduced and later 
brought back. So the content in 
Classes 8 and 9 is unchanged. 
In the book of Class 10, some 
portion related to the theory 
of evolution was omitted last 

year, and it is un-
changed in Classes 
11 and 12," he said.

There is a view 
that students who 
would not study 
science after Class 
10 would miss out 
on some specific 
subjects related to 
Darwin's theory 

of evolution, which is a valid 
point, the minister conceded.

Listen to the latest songs, 
only on JioSaavn.com

"Periodic table is taught in 
Class 9, and is also being taught 
in Classes 11 and 12. As per the 
NCERT, one or two examples 
(related to the theory of evolu-
tion) were omitted. But I would 
like to assure you that the Na-
tional Education Policy is be-
ing implemented, and as per 
that policy, new textbooks are 
being prepared," Mr Pradhan 
added.

Press Trust of India

AIMIM MP Imtiaz Jaleel has 
claimed the language of politi-

cal parties changed after Vanchit 
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) leader 
Prakash Ambedkar visited the 
tomb of Mughal emperor Aurang-
zeb in Maharashtra's Au-
rangabad district.

Talking to reporters 
here on Tuesday, Jaleel 
further claimed the polit-
ical language was differ-
ent when he had visited 
the Mughal king's tomb.

Notably, the VBA leader’s visit 
on Saturday took place against the 
backdrop of protests and clashes 
in parts of Maharashtra recently 
over social media posts glorifying 
Aurangzeb.

All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (AIMIM) leader Jaleel sup-
ported Ambedkar's move to visit 
Aurangzeb's tomb here.

"The language they (other po-
litical parties) used when we visited 

there (tomb) has changed today. 
They had then created an uproar. 
It is now being said he (Ambedkar) 
has the right under the Constitu-
tion. I want to say everyone has the 
right to do what they wish to, go 
anywhere they want to. This is the 
beauty of the Constitution," said the 

Lok Sabha member from 
Aurangabad. He claimed 
the freedom of speech 
and expression was being 
"murdered" now.

Asked if he supported 
Ambedkar's visit to Au-
rangzeb's tomb, Jaleel 

said, "Yes it can be supported. He 
wished to go there. I tell those peo-
ple who are opposing the visit that 
this is the teaching of Chhatrapati 
Shivaji. People who oppose it don't 
know why Chhatrapati Shivaji was 
great." Jaleel said he does not know 
what was Ambedkar's intention 
behind visiting the tomb, but he 
knows the structure is protected by 
the central government's archaeo-
logical department.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A five-star hotel here has 
alleged to have suffered a loss of ₹58 
lakh when one of its guests colluded 
with some hotel staff and stayed for 
almost two years without making any 
payment.

The hotel, Roseate House in Aerocity 
near the Indira Gandhi International 
(IGI) Airport, has lodged a case at the 
IGI Airport police station.
According to the FIR lodged recently 
by Vinod Malhotra, an authorised 
representative of Bird Airports Hotel 
Private Limited, which operates Rose-
ate, guest Ankush Dutta stayed for 603 
days which cost ₹58 lakh but checked 
out without paying a single penny. The 
FIR alleges that Prem Prakash, head of 
the Front Office Department of the ho-
tel, who was authorised to decide room 
rates and had access to the hotel com-
puter system to track dues of all guests, 

allowed Dutta's long stay to violate the 
hotel norms.

The hotel management suspects 
that Prakash might have received some 
cash amount from Mr Dutta for letting 
him overstay by manipulating its in-
house software system that maintains 
and monitors the stay/visit of guests 
and their accounts.

"A criminal conspiracy was hatched 
by guest Mr Ankush Dutta along with 
some known and unknown hotel staff, 
including Mr Prem Prakash with a mo-
tive to gain wrongfully and deprive the 
hotel of its rightful dues," the FIR said.

"In pursuance of the said conspiracy, 
the alleged staff of the hotel forged, de-
leted, added accounts entries and fal-
sified a large number of entries in the 
account of the said guest Ankush Dutta 
in the Opera software system of the ho-
tel," it added. The hotel has alleged that 
Dutta checked in on May 30, 2019, and 
booked a room for one night.

Agencies

Any attempt by China to find its own re-
incarnation of Tibetan spiritual leader 

the Dalai Lama may result in two differ-
ent successors and a "lifelong 
headache" for Beijing, the 
leader of Tibet's government-
in-exile said.

The current Dalai Lama, 87, 
is the 14th reincarnation of the 
leader of Tibetan Buddhism 
and when he dies there will 
be a search for his successor. 
The new reincarnation is tra-
ditionally found inside Tibet; 
however, with the region under Chinese 
control since 1959, there have been sug-
gestions the next Dalai Lama might be 
found elsewhere.

Penpa Tsering, president of the gov-
ernment-in-exile, warned Beijing that if 
it tried to appoint its own reincarnation 
there would be two Dalai Lamas, during a 
speech in Australia's capital, Canberra, on 
Wednesday

"This is going to be a lifelong problem," 
he said. "So does the Chinese government 
want a lifelong headache on their hands or 

not? It's something the Chinese govern-
ment can chew on."

Tibet is currently a "huge prison 
where nobody can go in, nobody can 
go out," Tsering told the National Press 

Club. He refuted suggestions 
by the Chinese government 
that the region is a "socialist 
paradise."

"If Tibet is a socialist para-
dise, then why doesn't the 
Chinese government allow 
others to see the paradise for 
themselves?" he asked rhetor-
ically, adding that the region 
has no political or civil rights.

Tibet has been an autonomous region of 
China since the People's Liberation Army 
entered the country in 1950, leading to 
the eventual flight of the Dalai Lama to In-
dia nine years later. The Tibetan spiritual 
leader and the government-in-exile are 
currently situated in the Indian town of 
Dharamshala.

During his speech, Tsering urged Austra-
lia to sanction Chinese officials for "crimes 
against humanity" in Tibet, criticizing 
Canberra for failing to apply its interna-
tional punishments equally.
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HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE ON WEDNESDAY converged at the Botanical Garden here to take 
part in International Yoga Day celebrations led by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha. � KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE PAHALGAM

Subject: Cancellation of Tender Notice E-Auction of Entry Fee Toll Plaza Sarbal Pahalgam (E-NIT No: MC/
PGM/23/64 dated: 09.06.2023)

N O T I C E
 Whereas Municipal Committee Pahalgam circulated auction notice vide No MC/
PGM/20/449-54 Dated: -26/03/2021 invited offers from interested persons/parties 
for participation in the auction of entry fee collection contract at toll plaza sarbal for 
the year 2021-22 extended further upto 02 more years with compound escalation of 
10% for subsequent years on the final acceptance bid of previous year.
Whereas the minimum reserve bid was fixed Rs 1.05 Cr (Rupees one crore and five lacs) 
and M/S Cell Air Multiventure prop Tufail Ahmad Khan offered highest bid among oth-
ers for an amount of Rs 1,25,10,000(Rs one crore twenty-five lacs and ten thousand) 
for contract of collection of Entry fee/Terminal Tax for the year 2021-22.
Whereas after completion of 1st year the contactor showed his willingness to continue 
the contract for 2nd year 2022-23 w.e.f 25/06/2022 to 24/06/2023 with 10% escalation 
on 1st  year’s bid amount which calculates to Rs. 13761000/- (Rupees One Crore thir-
ty-seven lacs and sixty-one thousand only).
Whereas the contract of the above contractor for second year i.e. 2022-2023 was 
about to complete on 24th June, 2023, Municipal committee Pahalgam floated a fresh 
tender notice on Jk tenders for the year 2023-24 through E-NIT No: MC/PGM/23/64 
dated: 09.06.2023 vide endorsement No: MC/PGM/23/1285-90 dated: 09.06.2023 with 
the condition that the said tender notice would only be valid if the current contractor 
chooses not to continue the contract of toll plaza for the third year i.e. 2023-24. 
Whereas a confirmation was submitted through email by the current Contractor 
namely M/S Cell Air Multi-ventures prop: Tufail Ahmad Khan R/o: Batmaloo Srinagar 
vide communication No: CMV/MCP/06/23/13 dated: 13.06.2023 informing this office 
that he intends to continue the contract period for the 3rd year. i,e 2023-24.
 In view of the above the E-NIT No: MC/PGM/23/64 dated: 09.06.2023 vide endorse-
ment No: MC/PGM/23/1285-90 dated: 09.06.2023 uploaded on jktenders.gov.in is 
hereby withdrawn/cancelled.
NO:- MC/PGM/23/1366-69  SD/
dated:-   19/ 06.2023  Executive Officer,
DIPK-NB-1410-23  Municipal Committee,
DT: 21-06-2023 Pahalgam. 

Website: www.jkhudd.gov.in  
Email: eomcpahalgam@gmail.com 

Call: 01936-243263

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information to the general 
public that I intend to change the name 
of my electricity bill bearing consumer 
ID 0203010016608 and installation no 
25485-R1 from Shadab Rashid S/o Abdul 
Rashid R/o Usman Abad Srinagar to 
Tahira W/o Fayaz Ahmad Zargar Address: 
H.No. 431, Sector-B, Usmanabad, Bemina, 
J&K - 190018. In this regard if anybody 
have any objection he/she may file the 
same with Executive Engineer PDD Div-
III Shreen Bagh Sub-Division Watal Kadal 
within a period of 7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice. No objection will 
be entertained afterwards.� ADIL

Vice President Dhankar 
At JU Convocation Today
‘211 Gold Medals, 265 PhD degrees Will Be Awarded To Students’

Fully Geared Up To Ensure Smooth Yatra: BSF

Agencies

JAMMU: Vice-President of In-
dia, Jagdeep Dhankhar will at-
tend the University of Jammu’s 
‘Special Convocation’ on June 
22, wherein 211 Gold Medals 
for the years 2016–2019 and 
265 PhD degrees for the years 
2017–2019 will be awarded to 
the students.

This was stated by Prof. 
Umesh Rai, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Jammu during a 
curtain raiser press conference 
held here.

The VC informed that besides 
the Vice President of India, the 
Convocation will be graced by 
Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, J&K UT and Chancellor, 

University of Jammu.
The VC further said that Uni-

versity of Jammu, in its efforts 
to give a boost to the local lan-
guage and culture has taken 
the initiative to promote Dogri, 
which finds a place in the ban-
ners, invitation cards, and pro-
gramme schedule of the Con-
vocation alongside English.

“The promotion of Dogri began 
with a project undertaken by the 
University to translate the Con-
stitution of India into Dogri, and 
thereafter the University organ-
ised a ten-day multi-arts festival, 
"Duggar Darpan," in collabora-
tion with the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), 
Ministry of Culture, Government 
of India, Regional Centre, Jammu 

and Kashmir, he said.
Prof. Rai further shared that 

the University is envisioning 
having the signages in the Uni-
versity in Dogri as well.

To promote national and 
regional languages, the Uni-
versity is in the process of 
setting-up a full-fledged Di-
rectorate of Hindi and a Cen-
tre of Excellence in Dogri, said 
Prof. Umesh Rai, who further 
added that this has been pos-
sible with the liberal support 
from the Govt. of J&K.

Prof. Umesh Rai said that the 
University has also taken nu-
merous new initiatives in sync 
with the Prime Minister’s call 
for a "Land to Lab" and "Lab to 
Land" approach. (KNO)

Press Trust Of India

SUCHETGARH: Border Security 
Force personnel are fully geared 
up to ensure smooth conduct of 
the Amarnath Yatra in Jammu 
and Kashmir which is sched-
uled to start on July 1, a senior 
officer said here on Wednesday.

Hundreds of BSF personnel 
participated in a yoga session 
held at the Octerio Border Out-
post here on the occasion of the 
International Day of Yoga."We 
want our soldiers to stay 
healthy and fulfil their duties 
efficiently. We have included 
yoga in our daily routine and it 
helps our soldiers stay stress-
free," said BSF Deputy Inspec-
tor General Chiter Pal on the 
sidelines of the event here.

About the upcoming Amar-
nath pilgrimage, the DIG said, 
"Our biggest challenge is Ama-
rnath Yatra which is starting 
from July1. We have made full 
preparations for that. Our jawa-
ns are fully geared up and alert."

The annual pilgrimage to the 
3,880-metre-high cave shrine of 

Amarnath in south Kashmir will 
continue till August 31. The jour-
ney can be undertaken through 
two routes the traditional 48-
km route through Pahalgam in 
south Kashmir's Anantnag and 
the 14-km shorter but steep Bal-
tal route in the Ganderbal dis-
trict of central Kashmir.

KPs Throng Special Camps 
In Jammu To Get Voter IDs

‘Minor’s Consent Insignificant’

Court Denies Bail To 
Rape-Accused

M Ahmad

SRINAGAR: A court here on 
Wednesday rejected bail appli-
cation of a man, accused of kid-
napping and raping a minor girl 
from Bemina Srinagar in 2021.

Turning down the contention 
of the man that the girl eloped 
out of her free will with him, the 
court said that consent of the mi-
nor carries “little significance.”

According to police, a com-
plaint was received by the vic-
tim's father that his daughter 
left home for college and did 
not return back and she could 
not be traced even after a long 
search. On receiving the in-
formation, the police said, a 
missing report was entered on 
9 November 2021 and the girl 
subsequently recovered after 
five days. On enquiry from her, 
police said, the girl revealed 
that one person namely Mo-
hammad Sultan Najar alias 
Arif of Kudbal Chadoora Bud-
gam kidnapped her to commit 
rape on her. Subsequently, a 
case (FIR No. 346/2021) under 
section 363, 376 IPC was regis-
tered in police station Parim-
pora Srinagar. The birth cer-
tificate of the girl was procured 
and she was found to be minor 
and as such offences under rel-

evant sections of POCSO Act 
were also incorporated against 
the accused.

The police filed a charge 
sheet under section 363, 376 
IPC and section 5/6 of POCSO 
Act against Najar on 18 January 
last year.

“The offence under which 
the accused is charged carries a 
heavy punishment and the only 
defense which has been taken 
by him is that the victim was in 
a relationship with him and had 
voluntarily eloped with him,” 
Court of presiding officer fast 
track court For POCSO Cases, 
Srinagar, Arti Mohan, said.

“This defense however has 
not been put by the accused 
to the prosecutrix/victim at 
any stage during her cross ex-
amination before this court 
and the accused has not been 
able to extract anything from 
the prosecutrix/victim which 
would convince this court 
that the relationship between 
them was in fact consensual,” 
the court said, adding, “Even 
otherwise the victim being a 
minor, her consent carries little 
significance and would not be 
of much help to the accused so 
far his defense is concerned”. 
Ultimately, the court rejected 
the bail application.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Braving scorching 
heat wave conditions, hun-
dreds of Kashmiri Pandits are 
flocking to special camps es-
tablished by the Jammu and 
Kashmir government here to 
obtain their voter IDs.

The initiative comes as a 
response to the longstanding 
demand of various Kashmiri 
Pandit organisations to issue 
Electors Photo Identification 
Cards (EPICs) to the displaced 
members of the community 
now residing in Jammu and 
other parts of the country.

The distribution of EPICs 
is being carried out for those 
Kashmiris who have migrated 
out of the 47 assembly con-
stituencies in Kashmir division, 
but are registered to vote there.

Expressing gratitude towards 
the chief electoral officer and 
district election officers for 
providing EPICs to Kashmiri 
migrants in Jammu, Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner 
K K Sidha said before even if 
forms were being sent to con-
stituencies, the cards would 
often not reach the applicants.

"This time we are thankful to 
the chief electoral officer and 
district election officers, who 
have provided EPICs to Kashmi-
ri migrants here," Sidha told PTI.

He also said the camps for 
distributing EPICs have already 
commenced and will continue 
for the next two weeks. The 
newly revised EPICs will be 
issued as per the April 2023 
summary revision, he said.

Sidha acknowledged certain 
challenges such as corrections, 
duplication and the failure to 
generate EPICs but assured 
that such issues will be com-
piled for the smooth issuance 
of voter IDs.

For Kashmiri Pandits residing 
outside Jammu and Kashmir, 

their EPICs will be sent through 
their representatives via post, 
the commissioner said.

Several Kashmiri Pandits 
spoke to PTI and expressed 
happiness over receiving their 
voter IDs for the first time since 
they migrated out of Kashmir 
Valley.

Moti Lal Bhat who hails from 
Ashmuji village in Kulgam dis-
trict said, "We are extremely 
happy to receive these cards. 
It's the first time since 1990, 
when we left our homes in 
Kashmir, that we have obtained 
these cards."

Rikit Bhat Sirhama who hails 
from village in South Kashmir 
said, "Most of our cards have 
arrived from Kashmir. These 
cards will ensure smooth vot-
ing this time."

However, some Kashmiri 
Pandits raised concerns about 
not receiving their cards at the 
camp and criticised the lack of 
communication from the chief 
electoral officer.

Ramesh Koul, a native of Rat-
nipora area in South Kashmir, 
urged the government not to 
deceive the people attending 
the camp.

Sheela from Habbakadal 
constituency in Srinagar also 
expressed disappointment as 
she returned home without 
any cards for her family.

"I came here in such hot 
weather. I am disappointed," 
she lamented.

The relief commissioner's of-
fice has established four special 
camps at Muthi, Jagti, Butana-
gar and Ploura for the distribu-
tion of EPICs in the city.

Several Kashmiri Pandit or-
ganisations, particularly the 
BJP, have been advocating for 
the issuance of EPICs to the dis-
placed community where they 
currently reside rather than in 
the Kashmir Valley from where 
they were forced to leave.

‘A Golden Chance To Show 'Kashmiriyat'

Mehbooba Asks Party Workers 
To Support Amarnath Yatra

COLLEGE ON WHEELS

1,100 Women Students From 
J&K To Go On Educational 
Tour Across India

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti Wednesday 
urged party workers to sup-
port the upcoming annual 
Amaranth Yatra and serve the 
yatris, calling the pilgrimage a 
"golden chance" to 
remind the country 
of Kashmiriyat.

"We had invited 
office bearers of 
the party from An-
antnag district in 
south Kashmir and 
Ganderbal to direct 
our workers and 
activists to support 
the upcoming Amarnath Yatra.

"The yatris are our guests, 
there should not be any lack in 
taking care of them as it is our 
tradition," Mufti told reporters 
here after a party meeting.

She said when attempts are 
being made across the country 
to "communalise" the Hindu-
Muslim ties, the valley has 
remained the place that has 
constantly sent a message of 
brotherhood to the country.

"Today, this yatra is a golden 
chance for us to remind the 
whole country once again of 

the Kashmiriyat. I appeal to all 
my party workers to make this 
yatra successful, welcome the 
yatris and help them in every 
way," she said.

In her interaction, the politi-
cian stressed the importance 
of her decision, coming at a 

time, when "shops 
of Muslims are be-
ing demolished and 
they are being evict-
ed from their homes 
like in Uttarakhand, 
and lynched in the 
name of religion."

The former chief 
minister also ap-
pealed to the gov-

ernment not to cause any 
inconvenience to the local pop-
ulation as they help the yatris.

"While facilitating the yatra, 
or while providing them fa-
cilities during their movement, 
there should not be any incon-
venience to the locals who are 
the real hosts of this yatra.

"Last year, we saw that many 
patients could not reach hos-
pitals, some pregnant women 
delivered babies on roads. So I 
appeal to the government that 
there should not be any incon-
venience to the locals," she said.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Around 1,100 women students 
from different universities of Jammu and 
Kashmir will go on a "college on wheels", 
a rail journey, to different parts of the 
country later this year, Vice Chancellor of 
University of Jammu Prof Umesh Rai said 
on Wednesday.

"This will be an educational tour and 
not a pleasure trip No expenses will be 
charged from the students who will work 
on their self-chosen projects during the 
journey likely to take place at the end of 
October or early November," Rai told re-
porters here on the eve of a special con-
vocation at the university.

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, who 
will be coming here on his maiden visit to 
Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday, will be 
the chief guest at the convocation.

The programme will see felicitation 
of students from 2016-19 and 2017-19 
batches with 265 gold medals and 211 
PhD degrees.

Rai lauded J&K Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha, who is also chancellor of the Uni-
versity, for releasing funds in advance for 
the 'college on wheels.'

"We are in talks with the Navy chief to 
facilitate the visit of the students to INS 
Vikrant in Mumbai, and Goa shipyard and 
docks. We have already spoken to the 
Director of Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore, who will apprise the students 
about their research labs," he said.

Rai said ISRO chairman has also accept-
ed the varsity's proposal to allow the stu-
dents to visit their station and take them 
to Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

"The students will be drawn from dif-

ferent universities and colleges across 
Jammu and Kashmir. The girls are being 
taken first," he said.

He said that 10 students under the 
guidance of one mentor will study the 
problems being faced by people at each 
place of their visit. Two bogies of the train 
will be converted into libraries, he added.

Asked about the delay in holding of 
convocations, Rai said the university is 
holding another special convocation fol-
lowed by a regular convocation to com-
plete the backlog.

"Whatever the reasons for delay in 
holding of convocations, we will try to 
ensure that they are held on a regular ba-
sis," he said.

The VC also spoke about various ini-
tiatives like opening of a centre for skill, 
innovation, incubation and entrepreneur-
ship development centre the varsity has 
undertaken.

He said the university has also created 
the Gandhian Centre for Peace and Con-
flict Studies, and a centre of excellence for 
promotion of Dogri and introducing the 
Directorate of Hindi.

Vice Chairman 
NITI Aayog 
Meets LG
SRINAGAR: Suman Bery, Vice 
Chairman, NITI Aayog met the 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha at Raj Bhawan here on 
Wednesday, an official spokes-
person said.

Bery, he said, discussed with 
the LG the J&K Vision document 
for Viksit Bharat @ 2047 and the 
way forward.

“They also discussed vari-
ous important matters includ-
ing Holistic Agriculture De-
velopment Program (HDAP); 
potential PPP projects and Asset 
monetization, and funding on 
the pattern of North-Eastern/
Himalayan states for external-
ly-aided projects,” the spokes-
person added.

AC Approves 
Land For 
Budgam 
Hospital
SRINAGAR: In a significant 
decision to ensure availabil-
ity of quality healthcare, the 
Administrative Council (AC) 
which met here Wednesday 
under Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha approved trans-
fer of land for construction of 
125 bedded hospital at Re-
shipora, Budgam .

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advi-
sor to the Lieutenant Gover-
nor; Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary, J&K and 
Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, 
Principal Secretary to the 
Lieutenant Governor attend-
ed the meeting.
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Melting Hindu Kush

T
he alarming findings of a recent study conduct-
ed by the International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) should serve 
as a wake-up call for the world. The Hindu Kush 

Himalayan region, encompassing the towering peaks of 
the world's highest mountains, is facing an imminent 
crisis. Rapidly melting glaciers and shrinking perma-
frost pose a severe threat to the lives and livelihoods of 
approximately two billion people residing downstream.

The ramifications of this unfolding environmental 
catastrophe are dire. Freshwater supplies, sustaining 
12 rivers that traverse 16 nations, are at risk of deple-
tion over time. The consequences will be far-reaching, 
adversely affecting agriculture, food security, energy 
sources, and biodiversity hotspots. Glacial lake outburst 
floods, landslides, and flash floods are becoming increas-
ingly common, leaving devastation in their wake.

While the planet continues to warm at an alarming 
rate, with temperatures already surpassing pre-indus-
trial levels by 1.2 degrees Celsius, urgent and concerted 
action is needed. The burning of fossil fuels, the prima-
ry driver of climate change, must be curtailed through 
swift and substantial emissions cuts. It is essential that 
governments, donors, and international agencies align 
their efforts to combat this existential crisis.

The melting ice in the Himalayas is a stark reminder 
of the interconnectedness of our world. The impacts will 
not be confined to the region alone; they will reverberate 
globally. Rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and 
the displacement of millions are just a few of the conse-
quences we will face if we fail to act decisively.

Kashmir Valley too has a cause to be worried about 
the turn that the climate is taking. According to reports 
and some surveys, many natural streams in various 
parts of the Valley have run dry in recent years. And 
the reason for this is the steady depletion of the glaciers. 
This has not only reduced the discharge in the rivers 
and streams but also made many water bodies extinct, 
affecting the irrigation in the Valley. Experts worry that 
the fast melting glaciers are decreasing the discharge 
in the region’s rivers, limiting their capacity to irrigate 
land. Triggering alarm bells is the slowly shrinking Ko-
lahai glacier, the biggest in Valley, which is the source 
of Lidder and Sindh, two major streams of river Jhelum.  

That is why it is critical that the world acts in con-
cert to address this deepening crisis. Governments must 
honour their commitments to limit global warming 
under 1.5 degree celsius and transition away from fos-
sil fuels.  The melting ice in the Himalayas is an unmis-
takable signpost on the road to a climate catastrophe. 
Let us heed this warning, unite our efforts, and take 
decisive action to preserve the glaciers that shape our 
world. Failure to do so will bring about irreversible con-
sequences, further exacerbating the already precarious 
state of our planet. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Inglorious age

A
geing in the modern age can be a challenging expe-
rience, not only because of accompanying health 
infirmities but also attendant societal neglect. A 
sinister manifestation of this neglect is the rising 

incidents of abuse — physical, psychological, sexual and 
emotional — against the global elderly population. India, 
unfortunately, is not an exception to this malaise in spite of 
its reputed familial culture. Expectedly, elderly women are 
more vulnerable to the phenomenon than their male coun-
terparts as a result of existing inequities. The recent report 
by HelpAge India, Women & Ageing: Invisible or Empow-
ered?, sheds light on this gendered angle to elderly abuse. 
The study, which collected data from over 7,911 elderly 
women respondents across 20 states and two Union territo-
ries, shows that although 16% were found to be suffering at 
the hands of family members and relatives, in the majority 
of cases, these excesses had not even been reported either 
due to the fear of retaliation or a lack of awareness about 
redressal mechanisms. The survey also highlighted several 
other, telling, conditions. A disproportionate percentage of 
the victims are from rural areas; 25% among them are octo-
genarians; 54% are illiterate; and less than half of the popu-
lation is financially secure. This shows that India, despite 
its ageing demographic, has not been sensitive towards the 
flagrant violation of the rights of the elderly.

Of course, this festering crisis needs to be seen in juxta-
position with the rapid structural transformations in mod-
ern society. The disintegration of joint families, increasing 
life expectancy, the erosion of traditional support systems 
along with minimal social security have augmented the 
marginalisation of the elderly. There has been a prolifera-
tion of old-age homes — yet another symptom of the market 
profiting from receding personalised care systems — but 
access to and the quality of care provided in these facilities 
remain uneven. There is thus an urgent need for a compre-
hensive — and nuanced — re-evaluation of policy for geri-
atric care. Legal protections, such as the Maintenance and 
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, and sensiti-
sation programmes must be made robust and expansive. The 
elderly must also have at hand counselling services to deal 
with loneliness or bereavement. Law and order initiatives, 
such as the initiative of the Calcutta Police to ensure the se-
curity of the elderly, are commendable. But abuse at home is 
more subtle and chronic. Does the future generation want to 
inherit the legacy of failing its elders?

Telegraph India 
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I 
write to shed light on an es-
sential aspect of education that 
often goes overlooked in our 
society—the notion that educa-

tion encompasses far more than just 
grades. While academic performance 
is crucial, it is equally important to 
recognize that true education extends 
beyond test scores and certificates. It 
encompasses the development of crit-

ical thinking, creativity, empathy, 
and a thirst for lifelong learning.

In our pursuit of academic excel-
lence, we must not forget that edu-
cation should nurture well-rounded 
individuals, capable of navigating 
the complexities of life with wis-
dom and compassion. It is through a 
holistic approach to education that 
we can empower our students to 

become responsible global citizens, 
equipped not only with knowledge 
but also with the skills and values 
needed to thrive in an ever-chang-
ing world.

One of the fundamental as-
pects of education that transcends 
grades is the cultivation of critical 
thinking skills. Education should 
encourage students to question, 

analyze, and think independently. 
By fostering an environment that 
promotes curiosity and the explo-
ration of diverse perspectives, we 
enable young minds to develop the 
ability to make informed decisions, 
solve complex problems, and adapt 
to new challenges.

Sabina Hafeez 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Education: An Enriching Journey Beyond Grades

 Governing 
The Unknown
T

echnology is changing 
the world faster than 
policymakers can de-
vise new ways to cope 

with it. As a result, societies 
are becoming polarized, in-
equality is rising, and authori-
tarian regimes and corpora-
tions are doctoring reality and 
undermining democracy.

For ordinary people, there 
is ample reason to be “a little 
bit scared,” as OpenAI CEO Sam 
Altman recently put it. Major ad-
vances in artificial intelligence 
raise concerns about education, 
work, warfare, and other risks 
that could destabilize civiliza-
tion long before climate change 
does. To his credit, Altman is 
urging lawmakers to regulate 
his industry.

In confronting this challenge, 
we must keep two concerns in 
mind. The first is the need for 
speed. If we take too long, we may 
find ourselves closing the barn 
door after the horse has bolted. 
That is what happened with the 
1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty: It came 23 years too late. 
If we had managed to establish 
some minimal rules after World 
War II, the NPT’s ultimate goal 
of nuclear disarmament might 
have been achievable.

The other concern involves 
deep uncertainty. This is such a 
new world that even those work-
ing on AI do not know where 
their inventions will ultimately 
take us. A law enacted with the 
best intentions can still back-
fire. When America’s founders 
drafted the Second Amendment 
conferring the “right to keep and 
bear arms,” they could not have 
known how firearms technol-
ogy would change in the future, 
thereby changing the very mean-
ing of the word “arms.” Nor did 
they foresee how their descen-
dants would fail to realize this 
even after seeing the change.

But uncertainty does not 
justify fatalism. Policymakers 
can still effectively govern the 

unknown as long as they keep 
certain broad considerations in 
mind. For example, one idea that 
came up during a recent Senate 
hearing was to create a licensing 
system whereby only select cor-
porations would be permitted to 
work on AI.

This approach comes with 
some obvious risks of its own. 
Licensing can often be a step 
toward cronyism, so we would 
also need new laws to deter poli-
ticians from abusing the system. 
Moreover, slowing your coun-
try’s AI development with ad-
ditional checks does not mean 
that others will adopt similar 
measures. In the worst case, 
you may find yourself facing 
adversaries wielding precisely 
the kind of malevolent tools that 
you eschewed. That is why AI 
is best regulated multilaterally, 
even if that is a tall order in to-
day’s world.

Another big concern is labor. 
Just as past technological ad-
vances reduced demand for man-
ual labor, new applications like 
ChatGPT may reduce demand 
for a lot of white-collar labor. But 
this prospect need not be so wor-
rying. If we can distribute the 
wealth and income generated by 
AI equitably across the popula-
tion, eliminating plenty of work 
would not be a problem. Far from 
being diminished by not work-
ing, feudal lords were aggran-
dized by their leisure.

The problem, of course, is 
that most people do not know 
how to use free time. Pensioners 
often become anxious because 
they do not know what to do with 
themselves. Now, imagine that 
happening on a massive scale 
across younger cohorts. If left 
unchecked, crime, conflict, and 
perhaps extremism would be-
come more likely. Averting such 
outcomes would require modi-
fying our education systems to 
prepare people for the leisure 
force. As in earlier eras, educa-
tion would mean learning how to 

enjoy the arts, hobbies, reading, 
and thinking.

A final major concern in-
volves media and the truth. In 
How to Stand Up to a Dictator, 
the Nobel laureate journalist 
Maria Ressa laments that social 
media has become a powerful 
tool for promoting fake news. As 
Amal Clooney points out in her 
foreword to the book, autocratic 
leaders can now rely on “an army 
of bots” to create the impression 
that “there is only one side to ev-
ery story.”

This is a bigger challenge 
than most people realize. It will 
not go away even if we pass laws 
prohibiting automated disinfor-
mation. As Amartya Sen pointed 
out more than 40 years ago, all 
description entails choice. Real-
ity is so complex that we cannot 
possibly represent it without 
making decisions about what to 
include and what to omit. In a 
world that is drowning in infor-
mation, savvy influencers do not 
need to make up news; they can 
simply be biased in what they 
choose to report. News outlets 
can influence voters’ opinions 
in ways both subtle and flagrant. 
Just compare the images of Don-
ald Trump and of Joe Biden that 
Fox News chooses.

We cannot solve the prob-
lem of authoritarian influence 
by banning fake news. Our best 
hope again lies in education. We 
will need to do a better job teach-
ing people to be discerning and 
less susceptible to manipulation.

Innovation in law and policy 
must go hand in hand with inno-
vation in education, and all are 
necessary to keep up with inno-
vation in technology.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer. The 
article was originally published 

by Project Syndicate 

In confronting 
this challenge, we 
must keep two 
concerns in mind. 
The first is the need 
for speed. If we take 
too long, we may find 
ourselves closing the 
barn door after the 
horse has bolted

KAUSHIK BASU
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Jealousy: A Cataclysmic  
Pathway to Self-Destruction
Peer Mohammad Amir Qureshi

Jealousy or Envy is a pernicious afflic-
tion that ravages the heart and soul, 
engenders a venomous disposition 

in its bearer. This potent sentiment, en-
twined with resentment, anger, hos-
tility, inadequacy, bitterness, and hu-
miliation, pervades all strata of society, 
sparing neither age nor gender. Known 
as Hasad also, envy manifests as an in-
evitable approach to self-destruction, 
a notion echoed in the profound words 
of the Prophet (PBUH): “Beware of jeal-
ousy; for verily it destroys good deeds, 
the way fire destroys the wood.Ensnared 
within the suffocating grasp of jealousy, 
hearts languish in captivity, bound by 
its merciless hold, while the mind is en-
shrouded in a mist of covetous musings. 
This tyrannical power extinguishes the 
flames of personal evolution, impeding 
the revelation of one’s genuine talents. 
The journey towards self-discovery and 
contentment becomes obscured, as aspi-
rations wane under the weight of com-
parisons and envy. Only by severing the 
fetters of jealousy can one liberate their 
unparalleled gifts, unlocking the portals 
to their extraordinary potential.”Envy 
festers when one becomes incapable of 
enduring the bounties bestowed upon 
another by the divine. Whether it be 
wealth, knowledge, fame, or societal re-
spect, the jealous soul, plagued by the 
disease of the heart and soul, resorts to 
backbiting and deceit, spewing venom-
ous words in a futile attempt to tarnish 
the envied individual’s reputation. Jeal-
ousy, Hasad, assumes various forms, 
including rational, familial, romantic, 
power-driven, and sexual, permeating 
every facet of human existence. Jealousy, 
like a toxic venom, seeps into the core 
of one’s existence, eroding the purity of 
their being. It warps perceptions, distort-

ing reality with its malevolent influence. 
Its insidious nature spreads like poison, 
contaminating the bonds of trust and 
love, leaving behind a trail of broken re-
lationships and shattered hearts. Only 
by recognizing and confronting this de-
structive force can one hope to restore 
harmony and foster genuine connections 
built on trust and understanding.

Within the teachings of Islam, jeal-
ousy stands unequivocally condemned. 
It not only transgresses the boundaries 
of righteousness but also possesses the 
power to corrupt even the most virtuous 

souls, reminiscent of the fate that befell 
Satan, once a luminary among the celes-
tial beings. Globally, research illuminates 
the gender disparities in jealousy’s man-
ifestations, with men exhibiting height-
ened sensitivity toward sexual infidelity 
and women fixating on emotional be-
trayal.Beyond its detrimental effects on 
the heart and soul, jealousy, scientifically 
proven, inflicts harm upon the physical 
well-being of the envious individual. Dr. 
Gonzalez-Berrios elucidates the somatic 
toll exacted by jealousy, precipitating 
symptoms such as stomach aches, head-

aches, chest pain, elevated blood pres-
sure, palpitations in the throes of acute 
anxiety, insomnia, diminished appetite, 
and compromised immunity.In essence, 
envy emerges as a cataclysmic force, one 
that jeopardizes not only our spiritual 
and emotional equilibrium but also our 
very physical existence. Let us strive to 
transcend the shackles of jealousy, em-
bracing instead the virtues of content-
ment and gratitude, for in doing so, we 
nurture our souls and elevate our be-
ings.Jealous individuals, driven by their 
covetousness, resort to criticism, fault-

finding, blame, and even verbal abuse 
against those whom they envy. History 
attests to jealousy’s dark allure, serv-
ing as a chilling motivation for heinous 
crimes, including acts of murder. In the 
context of Islam, envy finds no legitimate 
grounds except in two specific cases, as 
elucidated by our noble Prophet: “There 
is to be no envy except in two cases: (to-
wards) a person whom Allah has grant-
ed wisdom, and who rules by this and 
teaches it to the people, and (towards) a 
person whom Allah has granted wealth 
and property along with the power to 
spend it in the cause of the Truth.” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]Jealousy, devoid 
of any remedy, lies beyond the purview 
of earthly physicians. Only Allah pos-
sesses the power to alleviate its grip. 
Therefore, let us eternally express grati-
tude to the Almighty for the blessings 
bestowed upon us. Let us rejoice in the 
good fortune of others and beseech Al-
lah to grant us the endurance witnessed 
in those who are envied. A jealous heart 
is destined for failure, hindering the at-
tainment of one’s goals. In cases where 
jealousy festers among colleagues or 
partners, it nurtures an unhealthy at-
mosphere of cutthroat competition 
that must be eradicated. Instead, let us 
dedicate ourselves to our work, striving 
to achieve our objectives without suc-
cumbing to insecurities that someone 
may usurp our rightful place.

The Quran reminds us, “Do they envy 
others for the bounty that Allah has be-
stowed upon them?” (Quran 4:54). May 
Allah guide us towards righteousness, 
shielding us from the allure of wicked 
deeds.

The author is a Ganderbal Based col-
umnist and is pursuing Msc in biological 

Sciences. He can be reached at ehsaa-
namy133@gmail.com

9 Ways to Make the Most of Dhul Hijjah
Amaliah

If you were to ask anyone to name a sacred month in 
Islam, their immediate response would probably be 
‘Ramadan.’ Each month in the Islamic calendar has its 

own virtue and the sacred months typically refer to sea-
sons of warfare, or prominent events at the time of the 
Prophet (PBUH). For instance, Dhul Qa’adah – the month 
to sit – refers to sitting back or not fighting, Muharram 
means forbidden where fighting is prohibited, and the 
month of Rajab, which means to remove and refrain 
(referring to weapons). Dhul Hijjah is the last of the 12 
months of the Islamic calendar. It is the month where 
millions of Muslims around the world gather to perform 
Hajj. This pillar of our faith may be one of the strongest 
references to the month that we know. Not many of us 
are able to go on Hajj, but that does not mean that we 
cannot take actions to commemorate and observe the 
month from home, and to reap its many rewards.

The month of Dhul Hijjah is one of the holiest periods of 
the Islamic year. A month of increased spirituality, we wit-
ness two very special occasions within the same month 
(Hajj and Eid ul Adha) – all in devotion to Allah (SWT).

Many people don’t know that the first ten days of Dhul 
Hijjah are better than all the other days of the year.

Prophet Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: “There are no days on 
which righteous deeds are more beloved to Allah than 
these ten days [meaning the (first) ten days of Dhul-Hij-
jah].” [Bukhari]

The fact that these months are placed together means 
that even if you feel like you haven’t unlocked your 
full potential or achieved all your spiritual goals dur-
ing Ramadan, you still have Dhul Hijjah to strive for. It 
is as though Allah, in His infinite wisdom, placed these 
months together so that we do not despair. These be-
loved ten days offer another chance to gain immense 
rewards, have our sins forgiven and reach great levels of 
piety, Insha’Allah.

In this spirit, we’ve partnered up with Islamic Relief 
UK* to bring you this handy guide of 9 ways you can 
make the most of the sacred days:

1. Fasting

From Allah’s boundless generosity, comes another op-
portunity after Ramadan, to have our sins wiped away by 
fasting on the day of ‘Arafah, the ninth day of the month.

Prophet Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: “Fasting on the day of 
‘Arafah is an expiation for two years (of wrongdoings), 
the year preceding it and the year following it.” [Muslim]

This is our chance, with the additional ten days Allah 
has gifted us, to draw closer to Him once again and make 
the most of the ample opportunities He has given us to 
please Him. Since good deeds are beloved to Allah during 

this time, we should make every effort to fast all of the 
nine days of Dhul Hijjah. If you miss out on fasting be-
cause of circumstances beyond your control (menstrua-
tion or illness, for example), you are still rewarded as if 
you had fasted. So accept the gift Allah has given you and 
focus on the other deeds you can do.

2. Hold on to your obligations
During the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah, all the pillars 

of Islam are combined in a way that doesn’t occur again 
for the rest of the year. From Hajj, reciting the Shahadah, 
prayer, fasting, to giving in charity – this is the only time 
of the year that we are able to fulfil all the pillars of Islam 
and the best way to begin to do this is by ensuring that 
we are fulfilling the obligatory acts of worship before 
embarking on voluntary good deeds.

The Prophet Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: “Allah said: ‘… the 
most beloved things with which My slave comes near-
er to Me, is what I have made compulsory upon him.’” 
[Bukhari]

3. A completed Hajj

The first ten days of Dhul Hijjah are often referred to 
as the best ten days of the year. It is another opportunity 
gifted to us by Allah to turn back to him and have our sins 
wiped away. For those of us not performing Hajj this year, 
this is still a great time of blessing and immense reward.

Although the majority of us will not be able to perform 
Hajj this year, and many will have saved up to do Hajj 
but have had their plans delayed for two years due to CO-
VID-19 restrictions, Allah’s mercy and generosity allows 
us to still earn rewards similar to those granted during a 
completed Hajj. Make these a priority and don’t miss out:

Prophet Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: “Whoever prays Subh 
(Fajr) in congregation and then sits in the place where he 
prayed, remembering Allah until the sun rises and then 
prays two rakat has the reward of a complete Hajj and 
Umrah.” He repeated “complete” three times. [Tirmidhi]

4. Give Qurbani/Udhiyah

The sacrifice offered on the day of Eid ul Adha is a 
means of honouring Allah and getting closer to Him. We 
are able to include our wider community in this sacri-
fice by offering our Qurbani/Udhiyah to those living in 
poverty and it may be the only meat they eat all year. 
Qurbani is obligatory on every Muslim that can afford it. 
It is best to organise and pay for your Qurbani/Udhiyah 
before Dhul Hijjah begins to ensure that the Qurbani can 
reach those who need it most in time.

Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: ‘O Messenger of Al-
lah, what are these sacrifices (Qurbani)?’ He said: ‘The 
Sunnah of your father Ibrahim.’ They said: ‘What is there 
for us in them, O Messenger of Allah?’ He said: ‘For ev-
ery hair [on the sacrifice], one reward.’ They said: ‘What 

about wool, O Messenger of Allah?’ He said: ‘For every 
hair of wool, one reward.’” [Ibn Maajah, 3127]

5. Best of deeds

Dhul Hijjah is the most sacred of the sacred months. 
Allah multiplies our rewards for good deeds during this 
time, which is why we should be even more mindful 
of sinning or acts that deprive us of Allah’s blessings as 
those too are magnified during this time. Any good deeds 
done in these ten days surpass good deeds done on any 
other day of the year. Think of the good deeds you nor-
mally do throughout the year, and try to do more of them 
for the extra rewards!

The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said, ‘There are no days in 
which righteous deeds are more beloved to Allah than in 
these (ten) days’. [Abu Dawud]

6. Constant dhikr

Keep your tongue moist with the remembrance of Al-
lah throughout these ten days by reciting the Tasbeeh, 
Tahmeed, Tahleel and Takbeer constantly. Build this 
beautiful sunnah into a habit by reciting ‘SubhanAllah, 
Alhamdullilah, La ilaha illa Allah, Allahu Akbar’ wherever 
you are!

The following takbeer should be recited after the daily 
prayers, from the time following Fajr salah on the 9th of 
Dhul Hijjah, up until ‘Asr salah on the 13th of Dhul Hijjah.

Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar. La ilaha illa Allah.
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Wa lilahil Hamd.

“Allah is The Greatest, Allah is The Greatest. There is no 
God besides Allah and Allah is The Greatest. Allah is The 
Greatest and to Allah belongs all praise.”

This is one of the simplest forms of worship that can 
be carried out whilst doing almost anything else

Ibn Masud narrated that: Then Prophet Muhammad 
 said: “I met Ibrahim on the night of my ascent, so he صلى الله عليه وسلم
said: ‘O Muhammad, recite Salam from me to your na-
tion, and inform them that Paradise has pure soil and de-
licious water, and that it is a flat treeless plain, and that 
its seeds are: “Glory is to Allah (Subhan Allah) [and] all 
praise is due to Allah (Alhamdullilah) and ‘none has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah’ (La ilaha illa Allah), and 
Allah is the greatest (Allahu Akbar).” [Tirmidhi]

7. Call on Allah

The ten days of Dhul Hijjah and in particular, the day 
of ‘Arafah, are a time to call on Allah, to beg for His for-
giveness, to ask for His mercy and to thank Him for the 
blessings He has bestowed upon us.

What did the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم  say about the 

day of ’Arafah?

 “In it, there is an hour in which no believing worship-
per makes a supplication to Allah for good, except that 
Allah answers it for him, and he does not seek Allah’s 
protection from evil, except that He protects him from 
it”.  [Tirmidhi]

Raise your hands and call on Him in any language, at 
any time. Pray for yourself first and foremost, pray for 
your family and friends and pray for the entire ummah. 
In particular, pray for those that are oppressed around 
the world and ask Allah to make them victorious in their 
struggle.

8. Learn from the Sacrifices and Steadfastness of Hajar

Dhul Hijjah is an opportunity to reflect on the lessons 
from the amazing story of Hajar.

When Ibrahim left his wife Hajar and son Isma’il in the 
middle of the desert, she asked him whether Allah had 
asked him to do it. When he said, ‘Yes,’ she responded 
with, “In that case, Allah will never abandon us.” She 
did not waver in her faith, and knew with full certainty 
– even as she ran between the hills of Safa and Marwa, 
looking for sustenance for Isma’il, that Allah would not 
abandon her. Today millions of pilgrims replicate her ac-
tions by running between the hills of Safa and Marwa to 
commemorate her strength and her complete reliance on 
Allah, and drink from the water of Zamzam that Allah re-
warded her with and that we still drink from today.

9. Reflect and ask Allah to allow you to witness Dhul 
Hijjah next year

Prophet Muhammad’s (صلى الله عليه وسلم) last sermon, otherwise 
known as the Khutbatul Wadaa (the Farewell Sermon), 
was delivered on Friday the 9th of Dhu al-Hijjah at Mount 
Arafah during the final and only Hajj that the Prophet 
ever embarked on in the last few months of his life. In 
it, he reminded us to not hurt one another, to avoid riba 
(interest), to treat women well and uphold their rights, 
that we are all equal in the eyes of Allah, and that racism 
has no place in Islam, and to seek refuge in Allah from the 
devil. It is beautifully all-encompassing, to be followed by 
us for years to come inshaAllah.

“Today I have completed your religion for you, perfect-
ed My favour upon you, and have chosen Islam as your 
religion.” (Qur’an 5:3)

You can also take the opportunity to listen to the ser-
mon from Mecca on the day of Arafat, it is available via 
multiple platforms online.

Say: In the bounty of Allah and in His Mercy – in that 
let them rejoice. (Qur’an 10: 58)

Celebrate Eid ul Adha by rejoicing in Allah’s mercy and 
bounty. Alhamdullilah for all the goodness that He pro-
vides for us and the blessing of Islam. May our worship 
and good deeds this Dhul Hijjah earn the pleasure of Allah.



Press Trust Of India

A 
37-year long study on 
nearly 23,000 Finnish 
twins has found that 
lifestyle choices such 

as choosing to smoke or drink 
impacted one's health, more than 
one's tendency to be a 'morning' 
or 'evening' person or chronotype, 
impact health.

The study, however, showed 
that evening types had a slightly 
increased risk of dying than morn-
ing types, even as staying up late at 
night was found to have little impact 
on how long a life 'night owls' lived.

"Our findings suggest that 
there is little or no independent 
contribution of chronotype to 
mortality," said author Christer 
Hublin, from the Finnish Insti-
tute of Occupational Health in 
Helsinki.

"In addition, the in-
creased risk of mortality 
associated with being a 
clearly 'evening' person 
appears to be mainly 
accounted for by a 
larger consumption 
of tobacco and al-
cohol. This is com-
pared to those who 
are clearly 'morn-
ing' persons," said 
Hublin.

This research, 

co-led by Jaakko Kaprio, from the 
Finnish Twin Cohort study at the 
University of Helsinki, followed 
22,976 men and women aged 24 
years and from 1981 to 2018, taking 
into account education, daily alco-
hol consumption, smoking status 
and quantity, BMI, and sleep dura-
tion. It is published in the journal 
Chronobiology International.

At the start of the study, the 
twins were asked to pick from 
four possible responses: 'I am 
clearly a morning person'; 'I am to 
some extent a morning person'; 'I 
am clearly an evening person'; 'I 
am to some extent an evening per-
son'. In 2018, when the study end-
ed, the researchers checked with 
the nation-

wide registers for participant 
deaths.

Results showed that compared 
to morning types (13,123 partici-
pants), night owls (9,853) were 
younger and drank/smoked more.

'Definite' evening people (2,262) 
were also less likely to report get-
ting 8 hours sleep.

Of the total participants, 8,728 
had died by 2018.

While the researchers found 
the chance of dying from any cause 
to be 9 per cent higher among 'defi-
nite' night owls compared to early 
birds, smoking and alcohol had 
largely caused these deaths, not 
chronotype.

This finding was highlighted 
by the fact non-smokers were at no 
increased risk of dying, they said.

The causes of deaths from 
alcohol included related 

disease as well as from 
accidental alcohol 

poisoning.
7,591 of the 

twins in the 
study had iden-
tified as 'to some 
extent' and 2,262 
as 'definite' 
evening types. 
The figures for 
morning types 
were 6,354 and 
6,769, respec-
tively.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive  Engineer  
Department Of Floriculture Kashmir Srinagar

      e-NIT No: 03 of 2022-23  Dated: 20.06.2023.

 For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory, J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Registered Contractors/Suppliers/Firms with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:- 

S.

No

Name of Work Est. Cost (Rs. In 
lacs)

Earnest Money
( In  Rs)

Cost of T/
Doc.
(In Rs.)

Time of
completion

 Class of Participant/
Contractor

Major A/c 
Head

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
01. Re-placement / Addition 

of Gym Equipment/Chil-
dren playing Equipment 
at Green Park Harwan.

          6.17

  12340/-   200/-   30- days       Manufacturer/
Authorized Dealer/Distributor.
(The successful bidder/Firm shall en-
sure to supply the equipments as per 
the sample (Photographs) available 
in the Divisional office.)

  Capex     
  Budget
    Plan

Position of AAA         :  Accorded                                    
Position of funds       :   Available (50% of outlay)

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and condi-
tions of  contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1. Period of downloading  of bidding 
document

 21/06/2023  from 10:00 AM  to  04/07/2023
 up to 04:00 PM

2. Bid submission Start Date.   21/06/2023 from  10:30 AM
3. Bid submission End date   04/07/2023 up to 04:00 PM
4. Date and time of Opening  of Tenders  (Online)   06/07/2023 at 02:00 PM

1.	 Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of e-Challan/copy of receipt from Treasury favouring of Executive Engineer, 
Floriculture Department Kashmir (Tender inviting authority) indicating name of work by crediting the requisite charges to the MH: 0406-02-112-Public 
Gardens (Floriculture Department Kashmir) in favour of Executive Engineer (Tender inviting authority) 
2.	 Intending bidders must upload earnest money (EMD @ 2% of the Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to the tender receiving 
authority, i,e Executive Engineer Floriculture Department Kashmir. 
3.	 The Ist. Lowest (Successful bidder) has to produce an amount equal to 5% of cost of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR 
pledged to Executive Engineer Floriculture Department Kashmir (Tender receiving authority) within three (03) days before fixation of Contract and shall 
be released after successful completion of work. However, the earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the 
submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the total cost, which will be released after successful completion of the work/DLP.
4.	 The typographical error in the BOQ like Unit of item Quantity of item etc, if any found during e-NIT or after end date of NIT shall be rectified in the 
allotment as per the estimate.
5.	 No exemption is allowed and so all bidders must upload proof of EMD and Tender processing Fee.
	
		               Sd/-
No: EE/FDK/643-49        	                                                                                  (Er. Syed Hilal Ahmad)   
DIPK-3841/23    Dated: 21.06.2023           	                                                                              Executive Engineer
                                                            	                                                             Department of Floriculture,
				                                            K A S H M I R

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer Mechanical Division Srinagar
Mechanical Engineering Department, Kashmir  

│Fax No: 0194-2497093 │ email: xenmds@gmail.com │website: www.medkashmir.org │
GIST of  Short Term e-Tender

e-NIT No: MDS/TS /2023-24/18

Date       20.06.2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from Registered contractors for the below men-
tioned work:-

Name of the Work Cost of
Tender Doc.
(In rupees)

Estimated
Cost

(In Rs)

EMD in Rs Time of comple-
tion 

(in days)

Position of Funds

1 2 3 4 5 7
Repairs and replacement to Departmental 
vehicles  Mahindra Scorpio JK01P-3525 and 
JK01S-5530

500/- 140500/- 3000/- 7 Under
2059 (M&R)

Position of AAA:  _Works program approved vide No. MED/K/Acctt/403 of 2023 Dated :- 26 -06 -2023.     
Position of TS:    Sanctioned vide No. S.E No. 14  Dated ;-  20 -06-2023.
1.	 Downloading of Bids: The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of  quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.
in from  20 .06.2023( 15 Hrs)
2.	 Submission of Bids: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above website  from 20 .06.2023(   15 Hrs) 
to 03 -07-2023 (  15 Hrs) in two  covers.
3.	 Opening of Bids: The bid uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be opened on  04-07-2023(14  Hrs)  in Office 
of the undersigned.                           
				        Sd/
	                                                                            (Er. JahanAra)

                                                                                                      Executive Engineer,    
Mechanical Division, Srinagar

 No: MDS/ TS / 1633-37                 	   
DIPK-3852/23  Dated:    21 .06.2023

Union Territory of Jammu &Kashmir
Government of Jammu &Kashmir

Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping Division,  Rajbagh, Srinagar
TENDER NOTICE

NIT No.E-03/2023-24/LSD/Srinagar
Dated:- 20-06-2023

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, e-tenders (In single cover system are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered withJ&K 
State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. No Name of Work Est. 
Cost(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost ofT/
Doc.(Amt in
Rs.)

Earnest 
Money (2%)
(Amt in Rs.)

Time of comple
tion

Time & Date 
of Opening 
of tender

Class of 
Contra
ctor

Head of Account

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 “Supplying and Planting of well grown plants / Flowers seedling 

for Hon’ble High Court Complex Janipur and other areas of 
Jammu City”

5.87 lacs     Rs.300/= Rs.11740/= Full Season 27-06.2023
at 11:00 AM

CEE/DEE 3054 (M&R)
Jammu

2

Supply of water through water tanker 407 for watering of 
landscaped area of Jammu City.

5.40 lacs    Rs.300/=   Rs.10800/= Full Season 27-06.2023
at 11:00 AM

CEE/DEE 3054 (M&R) 
Jammu

3 Development of various areas of Court Complex   Jammu City by 
way of Good Earth filling Garden Benches etc.

1.43 lacs Rs.200/=      Rs.2600/= 15 days 27-06.2023
at 11:00 AM

CEE/DEE 3054 (M&R)
Jammu

Position of Funds:- Available.
Administrative approval:-Accorded.
Note:- The above mentioned work shall be mandatorily completed during the current financial year 2023-24.

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded fromthe departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.inasperscheduleofdategivenbelow:-

1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 20-06-2023
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 20-06-2023 4:00 PM
3. Bid submission Start Date             20-06-2023 from4:00 PM
4. Bid Submission End Date 26-06-2023 upto04.00PM
5. Deadline for receiving the Hard copy(Original e-challan or	

Treasury challan/receipt and EMD)
Hard copy to be submitted by the successful bidder(L1)only within seven days after Fi-
nancial evaluation.

6. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 27-06-2023at11:00A Min the office of the Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping	
Division, Rajbagh,  Srinagar

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of e-challan or Treasury challan / receipt(Non- refundable) along with Earnest Money Deposit(2%).
Failure to do so shall be render the bidderas Non-Responsive.
2. All bidders shall upload earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG @ 2% of Advertised Cost pledged to Tender receiving authority i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping-
Division, Rajbagh,Srinagar. However,the successfulbiddershallhavetoprovide Performance Security within02daysafterthedate of receipt of letter of acceptance. The ear-
nest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submissionofperformancesecurity of3%ofthetotalcostwhichwillbereleasedaftersuc
cessful completion of the DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45days beyond bid validity. Pledged to Executive Engineer R&B LandscapingDivision,Rajbagh,Srina
gar(Tenderreceivingauthority).

Special Conditions:-
3.	 It is compulsory for the 1st lowest bidder to get registered on JKPWDOMS for online payment of his work done claims and the department 
shall not be responsible for non-payment of work done claims until the registration on JKPWDOMS is not completed by the 1st lowest bidder.
4.	 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Websitewww.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through 
an e-mailmessageontheire-mailaddress. The bidsofresponsivebiddersshallbeopenedonlineon same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping Division, 
Rajbagh, Srinagar(Tenderreceivingauthority)
5.	 The bids for the work shallremainvalid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
6.	 Theearnestmoneyshallbeforfeited,If:-
a)	 Anybidder/tendererwithdrawshisbid/tenderduringtheperiodofbidvalidityormakesanymodificationsinthetermsand conditionsofthebid.
b)	  Failure of Successful bidder tofurnishtherequiredperformancesecuritywithinthespecifiedtime limit.
c)	 Failureofsuccessfulbiddertoexecutetheagreementwithin07daysafterfixationofcontract.
7.	 50%ofthenormaldeposits(deducted at10%fromrunning bills)tobereleasedaftervirtualcompletionoftheworkandbalance50%aftercompl
etionofDLP.
8.	 AdditionalperformancesecurityrequiredasperNITconditionsshallbereleasedaftervirtualcompletionofthework.
9.	 Itismandatoryforthecontractortosubmitthephotographsofitemsofworkexecuted
himattachedtohisclaim.
10.	 Performance SecurityintheshapeofCDR/FDRshallbereleasedafterDLPisoversuccessfully.
11.	 Instructiontobiddersregardinge-tenderingprocess.
11.1	 Biddersareadvisedtodownloadbidsubmissionmanualfromthe“Downloads”optionas well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on websitewww.
jktenders.gov.into acquaint bidsubmissionprocess.
11.2	 Toparticipateinbiddingprocess,biddershavetoget‘DigitalSignatureCertificate(DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can 
get digital certificate fromanyapprovedvendor.
11.3	 Thebidders haveto submittheir bids onlinein electronic formatwith digital Signature.Nofinancial bidwillbeacceptedinphysicalform.
11.4	 BidswillbeopenedonlineaspertimeschedulementionedinPara-1.
12.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid.Besides, Original/Photocopies of documents related to bid be submitted physically 
/byregisteredpost/throughcourierbeforedatespecifiedinPara-1.
Note:-Scanallthedocumentson100dpiwithblackandwhiteoption.
12.	 Thedepartmentwillnotberesponsiblefor delayinonlinesubmissionduetoanyreasons.
13.	 Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of e-challan or Treasury challan/receiptand Earnest Money/Bid Security in shape of 
CDR/FDR if applicable pledged to ExecutiveEngineerR&BLandscapingDivision,Rajbagh,Srinagarmustbeuploadedwiththebid.Theoriginale-challanorTreasurychallan/
receipt(costoftenderdocumentnon-Refundable),CDR/FDR(earnestmoney/bidsecurity)andrelevantdocumentstobesubmitted to the Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping 
Division, Rajbagh, Srinagar byregistered post/Courier /by hand, by the successful bidder (L1) only within seven daysafterfinancialevaluation.
14.	 BiddersareadvisednottomakeanychangeinBOQ(BillofQuantities)contents.Innocase they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. The 
BOQ downloaded should beused for filling the item rate inclusiveof alltaxes and it should besaved withthesamename asitcontains.
15.	 PriceescalationandTaxes:-Theunitratesandpricesshallbequotedbythebidderentirely in Indian Rupees and therates quoted shallbedeemed to 
include Priceescalationandalltaxesuptocompletionofthework,unless,otherwisespecified.Deductiononaccount oftaxes shall be madefrom thebills ofthecontractoron gross 
amount ofthe billaspertheratesprevailingatthetimeofrecovery.
16.	 Bidders areadvised to use “My Documents” areaintheiruseron R&B e-Tendering portaltostoresuchdocumentsasarerequired.
17.	 In case of CRF and any other specified project. The relevant guidelines/standard biddingdocumentshallbefollowed.
18.	 InstructiontoBidder(ITB)

All bidders shall include the following information and documents with theirbids:-
a.Copies of original documents defining constitution/legal status, place of registration andprincipalplaceofBusiness.
I .Scanned Copy of Valid Registration Card along with latest Renewal.II.ValidPanCard.
III.	 GSTRegistrationCertificate(GSTREG-25)alongwithlatestGSTclearance
	 Certificate(GSTR-3B)(EitherlastMonthincaseofmonthlyfillingorlastQuarterin
	 Caseofquarterlyfilling.
IV.	 ScannedCopyofValidCDR/FDR(EarnestMoneyDeposit2%)
19.	  Priceescalation andTaxes:-Theratequotedbythebiddershallbedeemedtoincludepriceescalationandalltaxesuptocompletion-
ofthework.Deductiononaccountoftaxesshallbemadefromthebillsofthecontractorongrossamountofthebillaspertheratesprevailing at thetimeofrecovery.
50.	 The tender/bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down inNIT.
51.	 AllothertermsconditionsareasperPWDForm25(DoubleagreementForm)
52.	 TheEmployercancanceltheNIT/LOI/ALLOTMENTatanystagewithoutanyreason.
53.IncaseoftheLabourSupplythedateofcompletionwillbeoneseasoni.e(3Months).
						      DIPK-3866/23  dated: 21-06-2023	
No:-LD/795-800

 ExecutiveEngineer
R&BLandscapingDivision,

Rajbagh,Srinagar

Lighting Gas Stoves Found To Raise Indoor 
Benzene Above That In Secondhand Smoke

Press Trust Of India

I
ndoor levels of the highly 
flammable, carcinogenic ben-
zene rise above those in sec-
ondhand tobacco smoke upon 

lighting a gas stove, common in 
residential living, a new Stanford-
led analysis has found.

Benzene also drifts through-
out a home and lingers for hours 
in home air, scientists involved 
said in the study published in the 
journal Environmental Science & 
Technology.

"Benzene forms in flames and 
other high-temperature environ-
ments, such as the flares found in 
oil fields and refineries. We now 
know that benzene also forms in 
the flames of gas stoves in our 
homes," said study senior author 
Rob Jackson, professor of Earth 
system science at the Stanford Do-
err School of Sustainability, US.

"Good ventilation helps reduce 
pollutant concentrations, but we 
found that exhaust fans were often 
ineffective at eliminating benzene 
exposure," said Jackson.

The researchers found that 
indoor concentrations of benzene 
formed in the flames of gas stoves 
can be worse than average concen-
trations from secondhand smoke, 
that benzene can migrate into oth-
er rooms far from the kitchen, and 
that concentrations measured in 

bedrooms can exceed national and 
international health benchmarks.

They also found residential 
range hoods are not always effec-
tive at reducing concentrations of 
benzene and other pollutants, even 
when the hoods vent outdoors.

The researchers found gas and 
propane burners and ovens emitted 
10 to 50 times more benzene than 
electric stoves, whereas induction 
cooktops emitted no detectable ben-
zene whatsoever.

Further, the rates of benzene 
emitted during combustion were 
found to be hundreds of times 
higher than benzene emission 
rates identified in other recent 
studies from unburned gas leaking 

into homes.
The study said that it was the 

first to analyse benzene emissions 
when a stove or oven was in use, as 
opposed to previous studies, which 
focused on leaks from stoves when 
they were off and did not directly 
measure resulting benzene concen-
trations.

The researchers also tested 
whether foods being cooked emit-
ted benzene and found zero ben-
zene emissions from pan-frying 
salmon or bacon.

All benzene emissions the in-
vestigators measured came from 
the fuel used rather than any food 
cooked.

Lifestyle, Not Being 'Morning' Or 'Evening' 
Person, Impacts Longevity, Says Study
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THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS

Tele/Fax: 0194-2433760, 2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu)
Website: http://, www.jkbopee.gov.in | Email:jakbopee@gmail.com/helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com / coejakbopee@gmail.com

Subject:-  Admission to the (12th Based) Para-Medical Diploma & other Diploma (excluding GNM Lateral 
Entry) Courses-2023 in the Government/ Private Colleges/Institutions of the UTs of J&K/
Ladakh.

Reference:  i) Notification No. 024-B0PEE of 2023 dated 26-04-2023.
 ii) Notice No. 009-BOPEE of 2023 dated 26-05-2023.

Notice No.014-BOPEE of 2023 
Dated: 20-06-2023

Pursuant to Notification No. 024-BOPEE of 2023 dated 26-04-2023 followed by Notice No. 
009-BOPEE of 2023 dated 26-05-2023, it is hereby notified for information of all the applicants 
who have applied for admission to the (12th Based) Para-Medical Diploma & other Diploma 
(excluding GNM Lateral Entry) Courses-2023 in Government / Private Colleges/Institutions of 
UT of J&K/ UT of Ladakh, that the Board shall conduct the Counselling for admission to such 
Courses on the basis of merit secured by the candidates in the Qualifying Examination i.e. 10+2. 
However, the schedule for conduct of counselling shall be notified separately.
Further, the applicants who have failed to upload their Marks Card due to non-declaration of 
their results of Qualifying Examination (10+2) or from any other reason during the submission 
of the online applications are advised to visit the BOPEE website regularly for submission/up-
loading of their Marks Cards.
The other terms and conditions/eligibility shall, however, remain the same as notified by the 
Board vide Notification No.024-BOPEE of 2023 dated 26-04-2023 and the e-Information Bro-
chure available on website of the Board. (www.jkbopee.gov.in)

 E & O E
No. BOPEE/Exam-18/2023  Sd/-
Dated: 20-06-2023  Controller of Examinations
 J&K, BOPEE

DIPK-NB-1440-23
DT: 21/06/2023

All New Pension Formula 
Soon Amid Pushback 
Against Reform: Report

Training Programme On 
Revitalizing Wool, Pelt Industry Begins 
At SKUAST-Jammu under HADP

VC NITI Aayog 
Appreciates Brisk Digital 
Transformation In J&K
Offers handholding in making J&K a top Global 
tourist destination; hub in organic farming

Go First Struggles To 
Resume Ops, Extends Flight 
Cancellations Till June 25

Commissioner Secretary 
I&C Chairs 12th Board 
Meeting Of JKTPO
Board Approves Activity Plan For 2023-24; Emphasizes 
Promotion Of Export, Investment, J&K Brands

Iran Expects Big Jump In 
Trade With Arabs Amid 
Détente With Saudis

Dir Agri Distributes PGS 
Organic Certificates Among 
The Farmers

Sebi Takes Action Against 
135 Entities For Duping 
Investors Via Bulk SMSs

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Markets regulator Sebi on 
Wednesday said it has taken action against 
135 entities involved in the manipulation of 
share prices of five small-cap companies by 
circulating bulk SMSs with a "buy" recom-
mendation to public investors. The regulator 
has restrained these 135 entities from access-
ing the securities market till further directions 
and issued impounding orders for Rs 126 crore 
towards wrongful gains made by them by in-
dulging in such market manipulation.

The modus operandi followed apparently 
under a pre-planned scheme by the entities 
mainly centred around the circulation of bulk 
SMSs with a "buy" suggestion for the shares 
of the five small-cap companies, Sebi said.

The five small-cap companies whose shares 
manipulated were -- Mauria Udyog Ltd, 7NR 
Retail Ltd, Darjeeling Ropeway Company Ltd, 
GBL Industries Ltd and Vishal Fabrics Ltd.

According to Sebi, the pre-planned scheme 
involved three major sets of entities PV (price 
volume) influencers, SMS sender and off-load-
ers, apart from using a large number of entities, 
who are mule or conduit entities to operate the 
fraudulent scheme in these scrips.

As per the first leg of the scheme, price volume 
influencers were found to have increased the price 
and volume of the five scrips through manipula-
tive trades, followed by the circulation of buy 
recommendations through bulk SMSs in the five 
scrips by the prima facie SMS sender Hanif Shekh, 
who was prima face the mastermind behind the 
scheme to lure public investors to buy such shares.

Reuters

NEW DELHI: The Indian gov-
ernment will likely assure its 
employees a minimum pen-
sion of 40%-45% of their last 
drawn salary by altering the 
current market-linked pen-
sion scheme to assuage some 
holdout states, two govern-
ment officials told Reuters.

The move comes after the 
government set up a com-
mittee in April to review the 
pension system in a year pep-
pered with state elections, 
leading up to the national 
elections in 2024, when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
seek a rare third term.

PM Modi has been forced to 
re-look at the current pension 
system, adopted after a sig-
nificant fiscal reform in 2004, 
as some states switched back 
to the older, fiscally strain-
ing system of fully funding a 
guaranteed pension.

The current National Pen-
sion Scheme requires employ-
ees to contribute 10% of their 
basic salary and the govern-
ment 14%. The eventual pay-
out depends on the market 
returns on that corpus, which 
is mostly invested in federal 
debt.

In contrast, the old pension 
system guarantees a fixed 
pension of 50% of an employ-

ee's last drawn salary, without 
requiring them to contribute 
anything during their work-
ing life.

The government is planning 
to amend the current scheme 
so that while both employ-
ees and the government still 
make contributions, employ-
ees get an assured 40%-45% of 
their last drawn salary as pen-
sion, the two officials said.

But, "we will not go back 
to the old pension system," 
said one senior government 
official.

The officials did not want 
to be named as the discus-
sions are private. The federal 
finance ministry did not im-
mediately respond to Reuters' 
emailed queries.

This compromise, the gov-
ernment believes, will as-
suage the concerns of states 
that went back to the old 
pension system and cover 

the whole country with one 
fiscally sustainable pension 
scheme, both the sources said.

Recently, states including 
Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhat-
tisgarh, Himachal Pradesh 
and Punjab have opted to 
move back to the old pension 
system.

Pensions are one of the 
big spending heads in India's 
budget.

The government officials 
said that the amended pen-
sion scheme will not stress 
the budget math as much.

Current returns show em-
ployees get around 38% of 
their last salary as pension.

If, say, the government 
guarantees a 40% return, it 
will have to cover a shortfall 
of just 2%, the second official 
said.

However, the outgo will in-
crease if the market returns 
on pension corpus decline.

Observer News Service

JAMMU-  Vice-Chancellor, 
SKUAST-Jammu, Dr. B. N. 
Tripathi today inaugurated 
a 7-Day training programme 
on Revitalizing Wool & Pelt 
Industry in Jammu and 
Kashmir under Holistic Ag-
riculture Development Plan 
organised here in the Varsity 
Campus. The Workshop has 
been organised by SKUAST-
Jammu in collaboration with 
the Department of Sheep 
Husbandry, Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Dr. Tripathi, the Chief 
Guest, in his inaugural ad-
dress, said that since inde-
pendence to till date, the 
production of all agricultural 
and livestock based com-
modities has gone up to a 
remarkable level, but the 
production of wool has gone 
down in India due to vari-
ous reasons like scattered 
production, unorganized 
market practices, lack of col-
lectivism/aggregation, lack 
of processing facilities and 
dwindling cottage industry.  
He further said all the sec-

tors are booming except the 
wool sector.

The HADP project is in the 
right direction to uplift the 
sheep farming in J&K and to 
enhance the production and 
processing of wool with the 
development of much needed 
infrastructure in this sector.

The Vice Chancellor was 
of the opinion that, this is 
an era of value addition of 
raw products, so is the value 
addition of wool to differ-
ent products will lead to 
enhance income and liveli-
hood status of sheep farming 

communities. He congratu-
lated the organizing team 
for taking the initiative to 
organize such an important 
training programme which 
will definitely help to im-
prove the wool and pelt in-
dustry in J&K in near future.

Dr. R. K. Samnotra, Direc-
tor Research, SKUAST-Jam-
mu also spoke on the occa-
sion and said that much of 
our wool is of coarse nature. 
He said Jammu and Kash-
mir is having potential of 
becoming a global leader in 
pashmina wool products.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: On his visit to J&K, 
Vice Chairperson, NITI Aayog, 
Suman Bery, reviewed the de-
velopmental scenario in J&K to 
explore thrust areas in pres-
ence of Chief Secretary, Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta and other senior 
officers to help J&K realize the 
vision of Viksit J&K @ 2047.

During the interactive ses-
sion, the VC expressed his ap-
preciation for the best practic-
es that have been implemented 
in the Union Territory (UT) over 
the past couple of years, which 
have enhanced the responsive-
ness and transparency of the 
administration.

He specifically noted the 
remarkable digital transfor-
mation that has taken place 
within a span of just two years, 
enabling the delivery of all ser-
vices online. Additionally, he 
commended initiatives such as 
the compilation of the District 
Good Governance Index and 
rankings of Panchayats and 
Blocks based on key develop-
mental parameters, emphasiz-
ing their significance as note-
worthy practices.

The VC also observed that 
NITI Aayog is a platform to 
share knowledge and good 
practices among States/UTs 
to realize the vision of Viksit 
Bharat @ 2047. He stressed that 
the institutional and gover-
nance dimensions, supported 
by financial imperatives, are 
crucial in shaping the nation's 
future as envisioned by the 
Prime Minister.

Mr Bery further noted that 
all the programmes devised by 
the UT are designed to enhance 
the quality of life for citizens 
and build trust in governance 
systems, ultimately fostering 
the development of a modern 
society aligned with the As-
pirational agenda set by our 
nation for itself. He called for 
adoption of sustainable models 
of development, gradually re-
ducing reliance on fossil fuels 
and adopting alternatives to it.

He assured that NITI Aayog 
shall be willing to extend sup-
port to J&K and mentioned pos-
sible areas of cooperation. He 
suggested that J&K should retain 
its natural advantages to achieve 
its aim of being one of the top 50 
Global tourist destinations.

ANI

NEW DELHI: Crisis-hit airline 
Go First on Wednesday an-
nounced that its scheduled 
flight operations will remain 
cancelled till June 25 due to 
operational reasons. Earlier, 
the airline said that operations 
would remain cancelled till 
June 22.

Aircraft of the cash-strapped 
carrier have been grounded 
since May 3.

Early this May, Go First filed 
for bankruptcy at the National 
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
and suspended its flight op-
erations due to rising losses, 
primarily due to delays in the 
delivery of Pratt and Whitney's 
engines leading to the ground-
ing of a portion of its fleet. The 
airline expects immediate reso-
lution and revival of operations.

"We regret to inform you 

that due to operational rea-
sons, Go First flights scheduled 
till 25th June 2023 have been 
cancelled. We apologise for the 
inconvenience caused by the 
flight cancellations," the airline 
said in a tweet.

"We acknowledge the flight 
cancellations might have dis-
rupted your travel plans and 
we are committed to provid-
ing all the assistance we can" 
it said.

"As you are aware, the com-
pany has filed an application 
for immediate resolution and 
revival of operations. We will 
be able to resume bookings 
shortly. We thank you for your 
patience," the airline said.

There were reports that 
the grounding of the Go First 
flights had put pressure on 
airfares, particularly on select 
routes where the now-ground-
ed airline had its footprint.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Commissioner 
Secretary Industries and 
Commerce, Vikramjit Singh, 
Wednesday chaired the 12th 
Board of Directors (BoDs) 
meeting of Jammu & Kashmir 
Trade Promotion Organization 
(JKTPO) at the Civil Secretariat 
here.

The meeting accorded ap-
proval to budget for 2023-24 
fiscal with a strong emphasis 
on organizing trade fairs, exhi-
bitions and buyer seller meets 
with good participation besides 
promotion of export and invest-
ment, investor facilitation and 
building the brand of J&K.

Managing Director JKTPO, 
Khalid Jahangir, presented 
meeting's agenda and briefed 
the board on progress achieved 
in implementing previous board 
decisions. The board members 
deliberated on various agenda 
items and approved the compo-
nent wise activity plan of JKTPO 
for FY 2023-24 as per the ceiling 
approved by the Finance Depart-
ment. The Board was informed 
that the approved amount 
would be expended on export 
promotion, investment promo-

tion, investor facilitation, and 
overall enhancement of trade 
and commerce activities in J&K.

During the meeting, Commis-
sioner Secretary called for more 
focus on investment promotion 
and facilitation activities in J&K. 
He highlighted the pivotal role 
of JKTPO in executing investor 
facilitation activities In Jammu 
& Kashmir. The organization 
aims to achieve this through 
various outreach programs and 
sector-specific events, with the 
goal of branding J&K as an in-
vestment-friendly destination, 
he added. To further stream-
line the process, he advised to 
strengthen the Investor Facili-
tation Cell already established 
within JKTPO, dedicated to as-
sisting existing and prospective 
investors as well as applicants 
through a Single Window Portal.

The board also approved 
conduct of Mega Trade fair in 
Srinagar by JKTPO in collabora-
tion with ITPO. This Mega trade 
fair is expected to witness par-
ticipation of leading buyers 
and exhibitors from different 
parts of the country and the 
globe. This will be first of its 
kind initiative in J&K, intended 
to be made annual feature.

Agencies

TEHRAN: Iranian businesses 
believe trade with Arab coun-
tries of the Persian Gulf could 
see a jump in the near future 
amid a political rapproche-
ment between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia.

Chairman of Iran Export Con-
federation Mohammad Lahoti 
said on Tuesday that better ties 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia 
would certainly boost trade op-
portunities for Iranians living 
and working in the United Arab 
Emirates, a major re-exporting 
hub in the region.

Lahoti said that Iranian busi-

nesses had major difficulties in 
the UAE since 2016 when Teh-
ran and Abu Dhabi downgrad-
ed their ties mainly because of 
problems in relations between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia.

He said trade between Iran 
and the UAE had increased sig-
nificantly in the two months to 

late May to reach $3 billion.
“This is a fact that Saudi 

Arabia is a sort of a leader of 
the countries in the Persian 
Gulf and the influence of this 
country can reflect itself in our 
positive or negative ties with 
other Arab countries,” Lahoti 
was quoted by the semi-official 
ILNA news agency.

The businessman said that 
Iran’s exports to Saudi Arabia 
had jumped to some $15 mil-
lion in the few months that 
have passed since March when 
the two countries decided to 
restore their diplomatic rela-
tions under a deal signed in 
China.

He said that Iran expects an-
nual trade with Saudi Arabia 
to reach $2 billion in the near 
future, adding that there is a 
good demand in the kingdom 
for Iranian-made steel and 
mining products as well as 
for dry nuts, carpets and tiles 
shipped from Iran.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Director Agri-
culture Kashmir, Chowdhury 
Mohammad Iqbal Wednesday 
visited Wachi Shopian and ad-
dressed Kisan Sampark Ab-
hiyan (Farmers Orientation 
Programme) under Holistic 
Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP) being held 
from 24th of April - 31st of Au-
gust 2023.

Addressing the programme, 
Director Agriculture highlighted 
the importance of Kissan Sam-
park Abhiyan and asked farm-
ers to actively participate in 
such programmes in order to get 
maximum benefits from the ap-
proved projects under HADP for 
agriculture and allied sectors.

He impressed upon the con-
cerned officers to increase the 
awareness among the farmers 
about modern tools and tech-
niques that have been incorpo-
rated in HADP to overcome the 
prevailing constraints and use 
different extension methods to 
motivate the farming commu-
nity in adoption of proposed 
interventions in the approved 
projects.

Director Agriculture also 

distributed PGS (Participatory 
Guarantee System) Organic Cer-
tificates among the 23 farmers 
of Wachi Village.

During interaction with these 
farmers, Director Agriculture 
said the quality seed is the most 
critical and basic requirement 
of a good harvest. He said farm-
ers having access to high quality 
seed are likely to achieve desir-
able crop production and earn 
more income.

 He said under the devel-
opment of the seed and seed 
multiplication chain project 
of HADP, the main aim is to 
achieve self-sufficiency in qual-
ity seed production vis-a-vis 
strengthening the seed multi-
plication and marketing chain 
with improved human resource 
development.

Later, the Director Agricul-
ture along with the Chief Agri-
culture Officer visited Jablipora 
fruit and vegetable Mandi and 
inspected the ongoing packag-
ing and transportation of garlic. 
He interacted with the stake-
holders and received feedback 
regarding recent interventions 
by the department for the de-
velopment of garlic cultivation 
in the area.
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Shorter GRE Test Coming September 2023
Now In Half The Time, GRE 
Remains The Most Widely Used 
Measure Of Graduate Readiness

New Delhi: Today, ETS an-
nounced that beginning this 
September, the GRE General 
Test will take less than two 
hours to complete – roughly 
half the time of the current test.

This makes the GRE General 
Test the shortest and most ef-
ficient test among top graduate, 
business, and law school admis-
sions. The shorter GRE test will 
continue to provide test takers 
and institutions with the same 
valid and reliable scores they 
have always counted on from 
ETS. Registration for the shorter 
test is now open for test dates 
beginning September 22, 2023.

Changes to the test include:
• Removal of the “Analyze 

an Argument” task in the 
Analytical Writing section.

• Reduced number of ques-
tions in the Quantitative and 
Verbal Reasoning sections

• Removal of the unscored 
section

In addition to test changes, 
test takers can expect to re-
ceive their official scores much 

faster, in just 8-10 days. These 
changes mark the first of sev-
eral planned future updates 
to the GRE General Test, all of 
which are intended to provide 
test takers with a better experi-
ence that values their time and 
reduces anxiety and fatigue.

“The changes we’re announc-
ing today underscore the em-
phasis we place on keeping our 
customers at the center of all 
that we do,” said ETS CEO Amit 
Sevak. “As we continue to intro-
duce product innovations, we’re 
committed to balancing two 
things – maintaining rigor and 
validity, while improving the 
test-taker experience.”

“At IIM Bangalore, GRE is one 
of the assessments for consid-
eration. Look forward to the 

new version, which proposes a 
reduced test duration that re-
flect ETS's commitment to pri-
oritizing the needs of test tak-
ers,” said Prof. Kunal Dasgupta, 
Admissions & Financial Aid, 
IIM Bangalore. “We congratu-
late ETS for adapting the GRE 
General Test to the current 
times while ensuring that it re-
mains as reliable as ever for in-
stitutions and test takers alike."

Beginning in September, test 
takers can access official GRE 
test prep resources and practice 
tests designed for the newer 
streamlined test. Since the 
shorter test has the same ques-
tion types (except for the re-
moval of the Analytical Writing 
“Analyze an Argument” essay), 
test takers can continue to use 

the existing Official GRE Prep 
materials.

“GRE test was always known 
for its rigour and reliability. 
However, especially in current 
times, a long format assess-
ment test is extremely stressful 
for students. A shortened GRE 
test will hopefully take away 
the stress on the students while 
maintaining the rigour and reli-
ability associated with the GRE 
test.” said Mahesh Peri, Founder 
& CEO, Careers 360. He added 
“India is a large and growing 
market for study abroad aspi-
rants and this change will only 
encourage more students to 
apply for graduate programs 
across STEM, Management, and 
streams at international univer-
sities of their choice. I am happy 
that ETS is making this change to 
the GRE General Test. These im-
provements will help students 
in their education journey.”

The GRE will continue to be 
the most valid, reliable, and 
secure assessment of gradu-
ate readiness in the world, just 
in less time. The score scales 
will also remain the same, al-
lowing graduate programs to 

easily compare performance 
across individuals who test be-
fore and after September 2023.

To learn more about these 
changes, visit www.ets.org/gre/
shorter. To create an account, 
register for a test, access test 
prep resources and more, visit 
www.ets.org/mygre.

About the GRE General Test
The GRE® General Test is the 

world’s most widely used test 
for admission to graduate and 
professional programs, includ-
ing business and law. It securely 
assesses the verbal reasoning, 
quantitative reasoning, critical 
thinking, and analytical writ-
ing skills that are essential for 
success in most graduate-level 
programs. GRE scores are an 
essential part of holistic admis-
sions because of their unique 
role in the application as the 
only research-based, fair, and 
objective measure of cognitive 
skills. Since first introduced, 
GRE scores have opened doors 
for those with fewer socioeco-
nomic resources and educa-
tional opportunities than their 
peers, and they still serve this 
purpose today.

PM Modi invites G20 delegates to witness 'festival of democracy' during 2024 general elections
Agenceis

Panaji: Asserting the ethos of 'Atithi 
Devo Bhava', Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday invited G20 del-
egates to visit India during the 2024 
general elections and witness the "fes-
tival of democracy" in all its diversity.

A recorded message from Modi was 
played at the inaugural session of the 
G20 Tourism Ministerial Meeting in 
Goa on Wednesday, in which, he un-
derlined that "terrorism divides, but 
tourism unites".

The prime minister expressed con-
fidence that the deliberations and the 
'Goa Roadmap' would "multiply the 
collective efforts to realise tourism's 
transformative power".

A Goa Roadmap and Action Plan, a 
ministerial communique endorsing it 
would be issued at the end of the G20 
ministerial here on Thursday.

"The motto of India's G20 
Presidency, 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' 
- 'One Earth, One Family, One Future' 
can itself be a motto for global tour-
ism", Modi said.

In his address, he extolled the 

virtues of tourism and its potential to 
unite people.

"It is said that terrorism divides, but 
tourism unites. Tourism has the po-
tential to unite people from all walks 
of life thereby creating a harmonious 
society," he said.

Modi said India's next general elec-
tions will be held in 2024 and he invit-
ed G20 delegates to visit the country 
to witness the "festival of democracy" 
in the "mother of democracy".

Nearly a billion voters will be tak-
ing part for over a month "reaffirming 
their abiding faith in democratic val-
ues," Modi said in his video message.

"With more than a million voting 
booths, there will be no shortage of 
places for you to witness this festival 
in all its diversity," he said.

In the 2014 general elections, some 
tour operators had offered 'poll tour-
ism' in India, taking different groups of 
foreign tourists to Varanasi and other 
places, while the electoral campaign-
ing was underway.

Modi was elected to Lok Sabha 
from Varanasi, and subsequently be-
came the prime minister of India. In 

his message, Modi extended a warm 
greeting to the ministers and other 
delegates from various G20 countries, 
and said, "I welcome you all to incred-
ible India".

Incredible India is also the tagline 
for a popular campaign run by the 
tourism ministry to promote tourism.

"Visiting India is not just about 
sightseeing, it's an immersive experi-
ence," Modi said, adding that India's 
approach to tourism is based on the an-
cient Sanskrit verse 'Atithi Devo Bhava' 
which means a guest is akin to god.

"Be it music or food, arts or culture, 
the diversity of India is truly majestic. 
From the high Himalayas to dense for-
ests, dry deserts to beautiful beaches, 
adventure sports to meditation re-
treats, India has something for every-
one," he said.

He said during India's presidency of 
the G20, nearly 200 meetings are being 
organised at 100 different locations all 
over the country making every experi-
ence different from the other.

Tourism ministers and delegates 
from various G20 countries, includ-
ing guest countries, are attending the 

two-day ministerial meeting.
About 130 delegates from countries 

such as the US, the UK, Spain, South 
Africa, Mauritius, Australia, Singapore, 
South Korea, Indonesia, Nigeria, Oman, 
the Netherlands, Bangladesh, and top 
international organisations are taking 
part in the event in Goa.

Modi said tourism ministers rarely 
get a chance to be tourists themselves 
even though they are handling a sec-
tor worth more than USD 2 trillion 
globally.

Underling that the meeting was tak-
ing place in Goa, one of the major tour-
ist attractions in India, the prime min-
ister urged the dignitaries to take out 
some time from their serious discus-
sions and explore the natural beauty 
and the spiritual side of the state.

In the last nine years, the central 
government has placed special em-
phasis on developing the entire eco-
system of tourism in India, he said.

"From transport infrastructure to 
the hospitality sector to skill develop-
ment, and even in our visa systems, we 
have kept the tourism sector as a focal 
point of our reforms," Modi said.

He underlined that India's efforts 
in the tourism sector are centered on 
"preserving its rich heritage while cre-
ating a world-class infrastructure for 
tourism."

The prime minister emphasised the 
development of spiritual tourism as 
one of the focus areas in India. He said 
the infrastructure upgrade in the eter-
nal city of Varanasi, one of the major 
spiritual centres, led to a "ten-fold in-
crease in pilgrims taking the number 
to 70 million today".

India is creating new tourist attrac-
tions, Modi said as he cited the exam-
ple of the Statue of Unity, the tallest 
statue in the world, which attracted 
about 2.7 million tourists within a year 
of its inauguration.

The prime minister expressed hap-
piness that India is also recognising 
the relevance of the tourism sector for 
the speedy achievement of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

He highlighted that the five inter-
connected priority areas of green tour-
ism, digitalisation, skill development, 
tourism MSMEs, and destination man-
agement "reflect the priorities of India 

as well as the global South".
In his nearly eight-minute-long 

message, Modi also suggested greater 
use of emerging technologies like ar-
tificial intelligence and augmented 
reality to drive innovation and high-
lighted that India is "working towards 
artificial intelligence enabling real-
time translation of various languages 
spoken in the country".

He expressed confidence that col-
laboration among governments, en-
trepreneurs, investors and academia 
can accelerate such technological 
implementation in the tourism sector.

The prime minister also suggested 
working together to ease business regu-
lations for tourism companies and assist 
them in increasing their access to financ-
es and investing in skill development.

Modi expressed happiness that a 
G20 tourism dashboard is being de-
veloped in partnership with UNWTO 
which will be a first-of-its-kind plat-
form bringing together the best prac-
tices, case studies and inspiring stories.

He also spoke of the the upcoming 
Sao Joao Festival in Goa and said, India 
is a "land of festivals".

Lt Gen Dwivedi Joins 
Troops In Yoga Day 
Celebrations In Udhampur

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Northern Army 
Commander Lt Gen Upendra 
Dwivedi on Wednesday said 
yoga is tool for stress man-
agement and for improving 
combat efficiency as he com-
plimented the soldiers and 
their families for incorporat-
ing the practice into their daily 
routine.

The General Officer 
C o m m a n d i n g - i n - c h i e f , 
Northern Command, speak-
ing at a function organised at 
the command headquarters 
in Udhampur to observe the 

International Day of Yoga, 
commended the soldiers' and 
their families' use of yoga to 
combat psychological stress 
and fatigue in extreme high-
altitude areas and harsh cli-
matic conditions.

"Yoga is a prime tool for 
stress management and im-
provement of the combat ef-
ficiency," Lt Gen Dwivedi said.

Jammu-based Army PRO Lt 
Col Devender Anand said yoga 
is being promoted as a way of 
life in the Army, especially for 
the troops deployed in moun-
tainous and high-altitude ar-
eas of northern command.
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Srinagar Sizzles,
3.9°C for the summer capital.
Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of 

17.4°C against 16.2°C on the previous 
night while the famous tourist resort 
of Pahalgam recorded a low of 10.6°C 
against 9.1°C on the previous night.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mer-
cury settled at 16.5°C against 14.1°C on 
the previous night and it was above 
normal by 2.4°C for the north Kashmir 
area.

Kokernag recorded a low of 18.0°C 
against 15.4°C on the previous night 
and it was 3.9°C above normal for the 
place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 13.6°C 
against 10.2°C on previous night and 
it was above normal by 3.9°C for the 
world famous skiing resort in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 30.5°C 
against 26.1°C on the previous night 
and it was 4.4°C above normal for 
J&K’s winter capital, he said.

Banihal recorded a low of 19.0°C 
(3.9°C above normal), Batote 21.2°C 
(4.0°C above normal), Katra 25.2°C 

(3.2°C below normal) and Bhaderwah 
19.2°C (above normal by 4.3°C). 
Ladakh’s Leh and Kargil recorded a low 
of 9.0°C and 12.8°C respectively, he 
said. (GNS)

Biden Will Not
status of a state visit, despite con-

cerns in the US over human rights.
Joe Biden is under pressure by his 

fellow democrats to bring up human 
rights with PM Modi. PM Modi is being 
warmly greeted by US CEOs, including 
at a Friday reception. On Tuesday, he 
met with Tesla’s Elon Musk in New 
York.

Both Joe Biden and PM Modi are 
grappling with Bejiing’s flexing its 
muscle in the Indo-Pacific region and 
beyond.

“This visit is not about China. But 
the question of China’s role in the mili-
tary domain, the technology domain, 
the economic domain will be on the 
agenda,” Sullivan said.

PM Modi will visit the National Science 
Foundation with first lady Jill Biden on 
Wednesday and have a private dinner 
with the president Wednesday night at 

the White House.
On Thursday, PM Modi will be wel-

comed with a colorful arrival ceremony 
on the White House South Lawn. Joe 
Biden and PM Modi will hold Oval Office 
talks and attend a state dinner in PM 
Modi’s honor Thursday night.

No joint press conference was 
planned. White House national securi-
ty spokesperson John Kirby said work 
was still ongoing on this subject.

PM Modi has not followed the West 
in its efforts to back Ukraine and India 
has been heavily reliant on Russian 
oil. Joe Biden will bring up Russia and 
Ukraine ahead of the G20 summit lat-
er this year that will be held in India, 
Sullivan said.

“Across the board, I think you’ll see a 
combination of deep strategic discus-
sions and practical progress, tangible 
progress in every single dimension of 
the relationship, all of it reflecting and 
reinforce the fact that this from our 
perspective will be one of the defining 
partnerships of our age,” Sullivan said.

Banihal Highway
“June 23 is a ‘no traffic day’ on 

NationalHighway-44. No traffic will be 
allowed between Nashri and Banihal 
tunnels to ensure urgent repair and 
maintenance works by the National 
Highway Authority of India (NHAI),” 
the office of the deputy commissioner 
tweeted.

Commuters on the highway have 
been complaining of enduring snarls 
in the sweltering heat due to mas-
sive traffic jams at different places, 
especially landslide-prone Dalwas, 
Cafeteria Morh and Nachlana over the 
past fortnight.

The officials said overloaded or mis-
fit heavy motor vehicles are also not 
allowed to ply on the highway as the 
breakdown of such vehicles causes 
traffic snarls, bringing inconvenience 
to others. Traffic police were directed 
to initiate action against the violators, 
they added.

Updating on the ongoing construc-
tion work, the deputy commissioner 
said concreting over the leftover por-
tion of the 1.06 km Ramban flyover is 
almost done. The flyover, once opera-
tional, will bypass the Ramban market 
which also witnesses frequent traffic 

jams, he added.

LG Sinha Reviews
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Chief Secretary 

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Principal 
Secretary to LG Dr Mandeep Kumar 
Bhandari, Deputy Commissioners, 
Senior Superintendents of Police and 
senior officers.

Yoga Is India’s
One Future” of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi,” Sinha said.
 “Yoga is India’s greatest gift to hu-

manity and it has transcended the 
boundary of religion, sect and geo-
graphical barriers to bring happiness 
in people’s lives,” he added.

The LG said the first Sutra of 
Maharshi Patanjali-now the discipline 
of Yoga and second one on cessation 
of the mind, is the key to understand 
Yoga.

“Body-mind together as one in 
present moment, here and now 
helps to reduce stress level, brings 
mindfulness and improves physical 
strength,” he said, adding  “The great 
sage Maharshi Patanjali has observed 
that disorder within our body-mind 

is the main reason for stress, anxiety, 
inflammation in the body and heart 
diseases. Yoga brings harmony in our 
body-mind,”

For Yoga, the LG said, one needs 
both physical and mental discipline, 
so that body and mind do not function 
separately but work in an integrated 
manner.

“In today’s world, doctors, while 
prescribing the medicine for disease, 
always give free and important ad-
vice on bringing change in lifestyle for 
long term health. Yoga is the medium 
which brings change in the lifestyle 
and strengthens the bond between 
people,” Sinha added.

The said Yoga has helped humanity 
to remain healthy and today the world 
is attracted to Yoga and the nation is 
grateful to the Prime Minister, who 
will be participating in a Yoga event at 
the UN.

He also congratulated the 
Directorate of AYUSH, J&K for its ef-
forts in promotion of the traditional 
system of medicine and for getting the 
approval of Homeopathic College in 
Kathua.
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PCB's Likely Chairman Zaka Ashraf Rejects 'Hybrid Model' 

For Asia Cup, On Collision Course With BCCI
Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD: The likely new chair-
man of Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) Zaka Ashraf has rejected his 
predecessor Najam Sethi's much-
publicised ''hybrid model'' for the 
upcoming Asia Cup, which is slated 
to be held in Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
in September.

''The first point is that I had re-
jected the hybrid model (for Asia 
Cup) in the past itself - because I do 
not agree with it. The board of the 
Asian Cricket Council had decided 
that it should be held in Pakistan, 
then we should host it,'' Ashraf said 
during a press conference in the 
Pakistan capital on Wednesday.

Ashraf's comments could also 
put Pakistan's World Cup partici-
pation in a limbo and it is expected 
that the BCCI will also play hardball 
and there wouldn't be any middle 
ground if they back-track from 

what was agreed upon by members 
of Asian Cricket Council (ACC). With 
the ACC executive body approving 
the hybrid model, if Ashraf doesn't 
change his stand, the Asia Cup 
could be held without Pakistan as a 
five-nation tournament.

''The Asia Cup model has been 
accepted by ACC and there would 
be no change. Ashraf is free to say 
whatever he wants,'' an ACC board 
member told PTI.

Ashraf is one of the two nominees 
for the PCB chairman's post hand-
picked by Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif, who is the patron-in-chief of the 
board and the man who has the final 
say in appointment. As of now, Ashraf's 
appointment is just a formality.

The hybrid model was accepted 
by the ACC, headed by BCCI boss Jay 
Shah, after India made it clear that 
it won't travel to Pakistan due to the 
prevailing geo-political situation.

It was decided that four games 

will be held in Pakistan with the 
host country playing their group 
league match against Nepal and 
three other games involving Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh and Afghanistan 
would also be scheduled in Lahore.

However, things changed dra-

matically in the last 48 hours after 
Sethi announced on twitter that he 
is quitting.

''I don't want to be a bone of con-
tention between Asif Zardari and 
Shehbaz Sharif. Such instability 
and uncertainty is not good for PCB. 

Under the circumstances I am not a 
candidate for Chairmanship of PCB. 
Good luck to all stakeholders,'' Sethi 
had tweeted.

Ashraf, a banker by profession, 
has earlier been the PCB chairman.

During his media interaction, 
Ashraf said that he doesn't like the 
idea of inconsequential games be-
ing held in their country when they 
have got hosting rights.

''All the main matches are hap-
pening outside (of Pakistan). (Teams 
like) Nepal and Bhutan are going to 
play in Pakistan - which is not fair 
for Pakistan. I do not know what the 
board has decided previously, I do 
not have the access to the informa-
tion. ''I will check, whatever is do-
able in the shortest possible time, 
will do that for the betterment of 
Pakistan,'' he said.

Ashraf also said that the World 
Cup issue is yet to be sorted which 
could mean that the release of 

schedule will be delayed further.
''There are challenges lined up 

ahead for Pakistan, there are many 
pending issues, the Asia Cup is 
there, then the World Cup, the 
team's preparations, a lot of issues. 
I do not want to speak against any-
one because I have not (yet) taken 
over,'' Ashraf said while not want-
ing to say anything about Sethi.

''Once I take over, will see what the 
scenario is. I always take media along, 
I do not hide anything. We have to 
work for the betterment of Pakistan, 
we have a clear conscious.'' It is un-
derstood that Pakistan's demands to 
play World Cup matches at a neutral 
venue will not be accepted by either 
the BCCI or the ICC at any cost, and 
now Ashraf's tough stance on Asia Cup 
could spoil relations further.

It may be noted that the last time 
India and Pakistan were engaged in 
a bilateral series in 2012, Ashraf was 
the PCB chairman.

Australia, England Docked 
2 WTC Points, Fined 40%

ICC Rankings: Ashwin Maintains 
Top Spot; Root Topples Labuschagne

Two Matches Of 2023 Srinagar 
Premier League Played

Goals Galore In Inter School 
Football Championship

YSS Celebrates International 
Yoga Day Across J&K

Kante Leaves Chelsea To Join 
Saudi Champions Al-Ittihad

UEFA Ban Mourinho For 4 
Games For Abusing Referee

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Australia and Eng-
land have been penalised two 
World Test Championship 
(WTC) points each while the 
players of the two sides were 
also docked 40 per cent of 
their match fees for maintain-
ing slow over rates during the 
first Ashes Test.

Australia edged out hosts 
England with a thrilling two-
wicket win in the opening Test 
at Edgbaston on Tuesday. 

''Andy Pycroft of the ICC Elite 
Panel of Match Referees im-
posed the sanctions after both 
teams were ruled to be two 
overs short of their targets af-
ter time allowances were taken 

into consideration,'' an ICC re-
lease stated on Wednesday. 

''Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins and his English counterpart 
Ben Stokes accepted the sanc-
tions, meaning there was no need 
for formal hearings,'' it added.
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The sanctions see Australia 
lose two WTC points, leaving 
Pat Cummins' side with a to-
tal of 10 points after their first 
Test of the new cycle.

England, on the other hand, 
are behind all eight of their ri-
vals in the 2023-25 WTC cycle.

Cummins' Australia are the 
reigning WTC champions, hav-
ing defeated India in the sum-
mit clash earlier this month 
and the current Ashes series is 

the first of six series that will 
determine their qualification 
chances for the next WTC fi-
nal, scheduled to be held at 
Lord's in London in June 2025.

In accordance with Article 
2.22 of the ICC Code of Conduct 
for Players and Player Support 
Personnel, which relates to 
minimum over-rate offences, 
players are fined 20 per cent of 
their match fees for every over 
their side fails to bowl in the al-
lotted time. In addition, as per 
Article 16.11.2 of the ICC World 
Test Championship playing 
conditions, sides are penalised 
one point for each over short. 
Consequently, two WTC points 
will be deducted from both 
teams' points total.

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Premier India offspin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin has 
maintained the top spot among 
bowlers, while England's Joe 
Root toppled Australia's Mar-
nus Labuschagne to become 
the world's top-ranked batter 
in the ICC Test rankings re-
leased on Wednesday.

Ashwin, who was ignored 
for the World Test Champion-
ship final against Australia ear-
lier this month in London, re-
mained the world No 1 bowler 
with 860 points, followed by 
England's James Anderson at 
second with 829 points.

Among Indian bowlers, Jas-
prit Bumrah (772) and Ravin-

dra Jadeja (765) occupied the 
eighth and the ninth spot re-
spectively, with no change in 
their rankings.

India's batting mainstay 
Virat Kohli slipped down one 
spot to occupy the 14th place, 
while captain Rohit Sharma 
was placed at 12th place.

The big shake-up came at 
the top of batters' rankings, as 
Root moved five places to de-
throne Labuschagne.

The change in rankings 
came a day after Australia 
pipped England by two wick-
ets in a thrilling finish to win 
the Edgbaston Test and take a 
1-0 lead in the ongoing Ashes.

While Root scored an un-
beaten 118 in England's first 

innings of 393 for eight de-
clared -- a decision debated 
heavily after their loss in the 
opening Ashes Test -- Labus-
chagne failed to make a mark 
with the bat in both innings.

Root managed scores of 
118 not out and 46 in a losing 
cause during the first Ashes 
Test in Birmingham and those 
superb individual efforts saw 
the 32-year-old rise a massive 
five places and regain his place 
as the No.1 ranked Test batter 
in the world.

Labuschagne dropped to 
third as a result of scores of 0 
and 13 against England, with 
Kiwi veteran Kane Williamson 
jumping two places to second 
overall. 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 2023 Srinagar 
Football Premier League con-
tinued on Wednesday, June 
21, with two Round 3 matches 
played at Synthetic Turf TRC.

In the first match, Syed Tajudin 
FC went head-to-head against 
Downtown Heroes FC at 4:00 PM. 
Hafiz Pathan gave the Heroes the 
lead in the first half, before Imad 
doubled the scoreline in 39th 
minute. Shahid Wani then added 
the third goal in 49th minute. 
Hafiz Pathan scored his second in 
74th minute to make the score 4-0 
in favour of the Downtown He-
roes. Afreen Parray of the Heroes 
was awarded man of the match.

In the second game of the 
day, a 7:00 PM kick off, Sports 
Council Football Academy 
locked horns with Real Kashmir 
FC (Reserves). The first half end-
ed 0-0. However, SCFA took the 
lead through Rizwan in the 63rd 
minute and the team managed 
to hold on to their slender lead 
till final whistle. Rizwan of SCFA 
was awarded man of the match.

The 2023 Srinagar Football 
Premier League will continue 
on Thursday, June 22, with two 
matches scheduled. 

At 4:00 PM, AG’s Office XI 
will take on Kashmir Maharaja 
FC. While in the 7:00 PM kick 
off, Jhelum FC will play JK Bank 
Academy.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two matches of the 
1st Inter School Football Cham-
pionship 2023 were played on 
Wednesday at Synthetic Turf 
TRC and witnessed a combined 
goals tally of 11.

In the first match of the day, 
Asawir Jewellers Junior Muslim 
FA took on R S Profiling Kashmir 
FA. The matchup proved to be a 
goal fest, but it was the Kashmir 
FA who won the match 5-2.

In the second match, Arise 
Hyundai Bagh-e-Hamdan FA 
played Asif Memorial Paramedi-
cal & Training Institute Barzalla 
FA. The match saw four goals 
scored, with the Bagh-e-Ham-
dan boys winning 3-1.

The 1st Inter School Football 
Championship 2023 is being orga-
nized by Frisk Film Production in 
collaboration with J&K Sports Coun-
cil. The championship is presented 
by Asawir Jewellers and sponsored 
by Arise International Academy.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Department 
of Youth Services and Sports 
(YSS) on Wednesday organised 
Yoga practising sessions for it’s 
employees, young students, 
senior citizens and people 
from different fields of life in 
all the 20 districts of J&K to 
celebrate International Yoga 
Day 2023. 

Renowned Bollywood film-
maker Imtiyaz Ali along with 
J&K Chief Secretary Dr Arun 

Kumar Mehta, Secretary to Gov-
ernment Department of Youth 
Services and Sports J&K Sarmad 
Hafeez, Director Department of 
YSS Shubash C. Chhibber, Secre-
tary J&K Sports Council Nuzhat 

Gull, Additional Secretary to 
Government YSS Waseem Raja, 
Joint Director Kashmir YSS Was-
eem Raja and hundreds of yoga 
enthusiasts participated in a 
mega Yoga display event organ-
ised jointly by Department of 
Youth Services And Sports J&K 
and J&K Sports Council at TRC’s 
Synthetic Football Turf. 

While giving details about 
the participation in the activi-
ties organised in connection 
with the important day, Direc-
tor YS&S Subash C. Chhibber 

said that 254469 yoga practitio-
ners which include 146338 from 
Kashmir division and 108131 
from Jammu division participat-
ed in the programmes organ-
ised by the department. 

Agencies

LONDON: N'Golo Kante will 
leave Chelsea after seven years 
at Stamford Bridge and join 
Al-Ittihad as a free agent on a 
three-year contract, the Saudi 
club said on Tuesday. The France 
international, who joined the 
west London outfit from Leices-
ter City in 2016, will team up 
with compatriot and Ballon d'Or 
winner Karim Benzema at Al-
Ittihad.

"Don't believe in fake news. 
Kante is an Ittihad player now," 
the club posted in a video mes-
sage on Twitter. British me-
dia reported the 32-year-old 
midfielder has signed a con-
tract worth around 86 million 
pounds ($109.78 million) a year.

Benzema left Real Madrid after 
14 trophy-laden years and signed 
a two-year contract with the Sau-
di Arabian champions in a deal 
reported to be worth more than 
100 million euros ($109.17 mil-
lion). Kante has been a mainstay 
at Chelsea, winning the Champi-
ons League, Premier League, Eu-
ropa League and FA Cup during 
his time with the club.

Kante's last season was 
plagued by injuries, however, 
as he missed 38 matches in 
all competitions with Chelsea 

struggling without him and fin-
ishing 12th in the league. Sev-
eral high-profile players have 
been linked with moves to Sau-
di Arabia in recent weeks, while 
Cristiano Ronaldo signed with 
Al-Nassr in December in a deal 
reported to be worth around 
$220 million per year.

Arsenal agree deal to sign 
Havertz from Chelsea: Report

Arsenal have agreed a deal in 
principle to sign German for-
ward Kai Havertz from Chelsea 
for around 65 million pounds 
($82.72 million), The Athletic 
reported on Wednesday. The 
report said personal terms with 
Havertz have been agreed and 
the 24-year-old's move across 
London will see Arsenal pay an 
initial fee of 62 million pounds 
with a further three million 
pounds in add-ons.

Havertz would be Arsenal's 
second-most expensive signing 
after they paid a club-record 
fee of around 72 million pounds 
for Ivory Coast forward Nicolas 
Pepe in 2019. Germany inter-
national Havertz was signed by 
Chelsea on a five-year contract 
in 2020 for around 71 million 
pounds after two prolific sea-
sons with Bundesliga side Bayer 
Leverkusen.

Agencies

AS Roma head coach Jose 
Mourinho has been sus-

pended for their next four 
matches in the Europa League 
after the Portuguese boss di-
rected abusive language at ref-
eree Anthony Taylor while the 
club was fined, Europe's soccer 
body UEFA said on Wednes-
day. Following Roma's loss to 
Sevilla in the Europa League 
final, Mourinho was critical of 
the refereeing after the game 
which resulted in Taylor and 
his family being harassed at 
Budapest Airport by supporters 
of the Italian club.

Roma were fined a total of 
55,000 euros ($63,464) and 
banned from selling tickets to 
their away supporters for their 
next match for "lighting of fire-
works, throwing of objects, acts 
of damage and crowd distur-
bances" and "improper conduct 
of the team" during the final. 
The Italian club were also or-
dered to contact the Hungarian 
Football Federation within 30 
days for the settlement of the 
damages caused by supporters 
in the stadium.

Roma finished sixth in Se-
rie A to qualify for the Europa 
League next season. Mean-
while, West Ham United were 

fined 58,000 euros after their 
supporters threw objects on 
the pitch and for invading the 
field of play following their Eu-
ropa Conference League final 
victory over Fiorentina.

The Italian club's skipper 
Cristiano Biraghi was hit on the 
head by an object as he pre-
pared to take a corner during 
the match in Prague, with the 
defender needing medical at-
tention as blood poured down 
his neck. West Ham will play in 
the Europa League next season 
after winning the final.

Roma were separately fined 
a total of 80,500 euros and or-
dered to partially close their 
stadium (6,000 seats) for throw-
ing of objects during their semi-
final against Bayer Leverkusen. 
The German club were fined a 
total of 43,000 euros and also 
ordered to partially close their 
stadium (5,000 seats) for light-
ing of fireworks and throwing of 
objects.
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Soon, Your Face Will Be 
The Boarding Pass At 
Airports In India: Thales

Agenceis

Paris [France]: Remember last 
year's congestion at Delhi Airport 
when Civil Aviation Minister Jy-
otiraditya Scindia made a surprise 
visit there and suggested a few 
measures to mitigate the chaos?

Soon, your face will be your 
boarding pass. Thales, an Aero-
space, Space, Defence to Security 
and Transportation company is 
working with Indian airport op-
erators for a seamless journey 
from your home to the boarding 
without really contacting or look-
ing at anyone in terms of check-
ing your security at Airports.

At the ongoing week-long Par-
is Air Show, Thales has displayed 
'Fly to Gate' biometric passenger 
journey solutions which will re-
duce the boarding time by an es-
timated 30 per cent.

Ashish Saraf, Vice President 

and Country Head for India, 
Thales said that his company has 
developed such solutions that 
one's face will be their boarding 
passes at Airport.

"The DigiYatra app on your 
phone will allow you to register 
your boarding pass, and scan your 
face, it authenticates the face with 
your biometrics in Aadhar and reg-
isters yourself as a passenger en-
abled by DigiYatra. Now once you 
are at the airport, your face is your 
boarding pass. So when you are at 
the airport, you can enter using 
your face because it's already au-
thenticated with your Identity. You 
will see separate DigiYatra gates at 
our airports which already exist."

"You go to the main gate secu-
rity, there also your face is your 
boarding pass so it authenticates 
you. You go through security, and 
at the boarding, you basically 
again will see the Thales face pod 

which will be installed there. It 
scans your face and you're in so ef-
fectively doing a seamless journey 
from your home to the boarding 
without really contacting or look-
ing at anyone in terms of check-
ing your security etc. It's actually 
using your biometrics to authen-
ticate and giving you a seamless 
boarding experience all the way 
to boarding the aeroplane."

Mr Saraf clarified that the 
DigiYatra application, is, how-
ever, not mandatory to use this 
seamless facility.

"If you don't have the app, go 
to the airport, enrol yourself and 
you are registered. Then start 
your boarding process, but with 
app, it's easy because you can do 
it from the comfort of your home, 
but if you're not, then you will 
find the Digi Yatra kiosk at the air-
port and you could go to boarding 
seamlessly," Mr Saraf said.

These Are the Best 
Airlines Of 2023, 
According To Passengers
Agenceis

Singapore Airlines has un-
seated rival Qatar Airways 
as the world's best airline 

in 2023, according to an annual 
poll of fliers. The Middle East-
ern carrier slipped into second 
place, with Japan's All Nippon 
Airways, Emirates and Japan 
Airlines rounding out the top 
five, in the Skytrax World Air-
line Awards 2023.

Qatar did, however, have an 
ace up its sleeve. It dominated 
categories for best business class 
offerings, including best business 
class airline, seat and lounge.

In the budget arena, AirAsia 
was named world's best low-
cost airline, while Scoot was 
the best low-cost long-haul 
carrier.

"This award is a testament 
to the indomitable spirit of our 
people, who worked tirelessly 
and made many sacrifices to 
ensure that SIA was ready for 

the recovery in air travel," 
said Goh Choon Phong, chief 
executive officer of Singapore 
Airlines. "That has allowed us 
to emerge stronger and fitter 
from the pandemic as a lead-
ing international airline."

The highest ranked North 
American airline was Delta, 
which landed in 20th position 
-- up four spots on last year. 
European carriers fared a little 
better, with Turkish Airlines in 
sixth spot and Air France taking 
seventh place. The award for 
best cabin crew went to Garuda 
Indonesia, while the cleanest 
airline award went to ANA.

Listen to the latest songs, 
only on JioSaavn.com

The World Airline Awards 
were determined by an on-
line customer survey, cover-
ing fliers from more than 100 
countries. It ran from Septem-
ber 2022 until May 2023, with 
more than 325 airlines fea-
tured in the final results.

1.	 Singapore Airlines
2.	 Qatar Airways
3.	 All Nippon Airways 

(ANA)
4.	 Emirates
5.	 Japan Airlines
6.	 Turkish Airlines
7.	 Air France
8.	 Cathay Pacific Airways
9.	 Eva Air
10.	 Korean Air

11.	 Hainan Airlines
12.	 Swiss International 

Air Lines
13.	 Etihad Airways
14.	 Iberia
15.	 Fiji Airways
16.	 Vistara
17.	 Qantas Airways
18.	 British Airways
19.	 Air New Zealand
20.	 Delta Air Lines

THESE ARE THE TOP 20 
AIRLINES FOR 2023:

‘Adipurush’  
Dialogues Altered After 
Public Backlash
Mumbai: The makers of “Adi-
purush”, the latest adaptation 
of epic Ramayana facing public 
criticism for the poor quality of 
its dialogues and visual effects, 
have revised certain lines in the 
film. The controversy-ridden 
film, which registered a bumper 
opening at the box office only to 
witness a major drop in collec-
tions as negative word of mouth 
spread on social media, is now 
screening in theatres with al-
tered dialogues.

“Adipurush”, which was re-
leased across the country in Hin-
di, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam 
and Tamil on Friday, stars Prabhas 
as Raghav (Ram), Kriti Sanon as 
Janaki (Sita) and Saif Ali Khan as 
Lankesh (Raavan).

Directed by Om Raut and pro-
duced by T-Series, big-budget 
multilingual saga “Adipurush” 
has been panned on social media 
over its poor VFX and colloquial 
dialogues, with dialogue writer 
Manoj Muntashir Shukla under 
fire for Lord Hanuman’s dialogues 
in the ‘Lanka Dahan’ sequence, 
among others. In the scene, the 
character of Hanuman had lines 
like: ‘Kapada tere baap ka toh 
jalegi bhi tere baap ki’. It is now 
changed to, ‘Kapda teri Lanka 
ka… toh jalegi bhi teri Lanka’.

Shukla on Sunday announced 
that the makers were ready to 
“revise some of the dialogues” 
and the amended lines will be 
added to the film by this week.

In a long post, he also defended 
himself.

“I can give countless argu-
ments in favour of my dialogues, 
but this will not lessen your pain. 

Me and the producer-director 
of the film have decided that we 
will revise some of the dialogues 
which are hurting you and they 
will be added to the film this 
week,” Shukla said in the state-
ment shared on his official Twit-
ter account on Sunday.

In his statement, which he 
wrote in Hindi, Shukla said it is 
possible that in a three-hour film 
he may have written “something 
different from your imagination 
for 3 minutes of duration”, but 
viewers shouldn’t hurry to label 
him as a “Sanatan drohi”.

“I wrote more than 4,000 lines 
as dialogues in ‘Adipurush’, some 
sentiments got hurt on five of those 
lines. In those hundreds of lines, 
where Shri Ram was glorified, Maa 
Sita’s chastity was described, I was 
hoping to receive praise for them, 
which I don’t know why I did not 
get,” he added. T-Series, the stu-
dio behind the movie which was 
mounted on a reported budget 
of Rs 500 crore, on Wednesday 
tweeted that the film had earned 
Rs 395 crore gross in five days.

But a breakdown of these offi-
cial numbers show that Monday 
and Tuesday figures are signifi-
cantly lower than what the film 
made on its opening weekend: 
Rs 140 crore on day one, fol-
lowed by Rs 100 crore each on 
day two and three.

In contrast, “Adipurush” 
earned Rs 35 crore on Monday 
and Rs 20 crore (gross figures) on 
Tuesday. The production banner 
also announced on Wednesday 
that audiences can now watch 
the movie at a reduced price of Rs 
150 on Thursday and Friday.


