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G20 Delegates 
Pledge To 
Promote  
Kashmir Tourism
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: The delegates who ar-
rived to attend 3rd G20 work-
ing group meeting in Srinagar, 
Tuesday hailed India’s move to 
host the major international event 
in J&K, saying it’s the collective 
job of all international emissar-
ies to promote Kashmir as a top 
travel destination of the world.

The visiting delegates heaped 
praises on Kashmir, calling it a par-
adise on earth in terms of its natu-
ral beauty, and promised to pro-
mote the region on a global scale 
to draw in more and more tourists.

Chang Jeebok, a Korean del-
egate claimed that his country 
supports India’s G20 Presidency 
and hopes that the joint ef-
forts of both nations will attract 
Korean tourists to visit Kashmir.

The G20 delegate, while hop-
ing for the grand success of the 
first significant international 
event being held in J&K, said 50 
years of diplomatic relations be-
tween India and Korea will un-
doubtedly boost travel between 
the two nations.

“The exchange of cultural 
activities will increase inter-
est among people in India and 
Korea. It will take some time but 
joint efforts of both the countries 
could attract tourists from Korea 
to travel to Kashmir,” Jeebok told 
the media on the sidelines of the 
G20 meeting at SKICC here.

The Korean delegate declined 
to comment on Chain's decision to 
skip the G20 summit, stating that 
different countries have different 
opinions on certain subjects.

In response to More on P6

J&K Witnessing New Era Of 
Limitless Possibilities: LG
Says Kashmir Will Soon Find Its Place In Top 50 Destinations In The World

THE WORLD CAN SEE THAT THE ENTIRE SOCIETY, especially the young generation is scripting 
a bright future for themselves and the nation. The speed and scale of rapid development in Jammu 
Kashmir are awe-inspiring. Our speed to execute infrastructure projects has gone up almost 10 times.”

Terror Eco-System 
Isolated With Dev 
Schemes, Effective 
Administration

Speed To Execute Infra 
Projects 10 Times Up

300 New Destinations 
Identified To Promote 
Green Tourism

Tourism Sector  
Made 7% Contribution 
To J&K’s GDP

Tourism Cannot  
Grow In Isolation

Over 300 Movies Filmed 
In J&K Last Year

Pak Has No  
Right To Talk 
About J&K: Reddy
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
is a part of India, and Pakistan 
has no right to talk about it and 
should rather pay attention to-
wards its own people, Union 
Tourism Minister G K Reddy said 
here on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of the third G20 Tourism 
Working Group Meeting at the Sher-
e-Kashmir International Convention 
Centre (SKICC) here, Reddy said 
Pakistan was battling a crisis and 
should focus on its own plight.

"Whatever we do is for the 
benefit of our people. Who is 
Pakistan to say anything? What 
right does it have? J-K has been a 
part of India since Independence. 
This is our land, these are our 
people, and thousands of people 
have sacrificed their lives for it. 
Who is Pakistan to say anything," 
the Union asked.

Pakistan should pay attention 
to itself and do something for the 
betterment of its people. "Provide 
them employment, food... Why 
are you talking about us? You 
have no right. Pakistan is battling 
a crisis, people are dying of hun-
ger, they do not get rice or gas, so 
it should focus there," Reddy said.

He asserted that the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir were happy. 
The Centre was doing everything for 
them and would continue to do so in 
the future as well, he added.

"There is no need to give im-
portance to what Pakistan says. 
Pakistan is finished. We do not 
have to think about Pakistan. We 
have to think about the people of 
J-K," the minister said.

Talking about the Centre's ini-
tiatives on tourism, Reddy said 
India will hold a tourism summit 
to discuss the More on P6

Srinagar Blend Of Traditional 
Heritage, Modern Infra: Singh

China's Loss,  
Not India's In 
Skipping G20 Meet’

China not attending 
the G20 meeting in 
Srinagar does not 

make any difference and it is 
their loss, not India's, Union 
minister Jitendra Singh said 
on Tuesday. Delegates of all 
G20 countries, barring China, 
arrived in Srinagar on Monday 
to attend the third G20 tourism 
working group meeting.
"That (China not attending 
the meeting) does not make 
any difference. China not 
coming is China's loss, not 
India's," Singh told PTI on 
the sidelines of the G20 
meet here. Asked if Beijing's 
abstention was linked to 
the eastern Ladakh border 
standoff, Singh More on P6

16 Candidates from J&K Crack UPSC Exam

Hard Work & 
Family Support 
Were Key: 
Waseem

FOUR POINT AGENDA

Ladakh Parties  
Ready For Unconditional 
Talks With Centre

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha said on Tuesday that 
Jammu and Kashmir was witness-
ing a new era that has opened 
limitless possibilities of growth 
and peace, and the day is not far 
when the Union Territory will find 
its place in the top 50 destinations 
in the world and will be on the 
bucket list of global travelers.

Addressing the 3rd Tourism 

Working Group (TWG) of G20 
at the SKICC here on Tuesday, 
Sinha said that the development 
schemes empowering masses and 
Union Territory's effective admin-
istration isolated the “terror eco-
system which thrived with the 
support from across the border,”

“Now even foreign investments 
are also coming into Jammu and 
Kashmir, green shoots of bet-
ter times people are anxiously 
looking up to,” Sinha said and 

underlined why J&K was selected 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for the G20 meeting.

He also said that tourism in 
Jammu Kashmir is also a reflec-
tion of the multi-religious and 
multi-cultural ethos of India. The 
LG underlined the importance 
of peace for growth and tour-
ism and said that tourism cannot 
grow in isolation

“The economics of it is fine, 
that tourism More on P6

‘Today’s J&K Not A 
Land Of Hartals Or 
Stone Pelters’

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
said on Tuesday that Jammu 
and Kashmir is no more a land of 

hartals or stone pelters due to the whole 
approach adopted by the government 
to dismantle the ecosystem of terror 
sponsored by the neighbouring country.
“I can confidently say that under the 
guidance of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Jammu Kashmir is on the move. By 
adopting the whole government approach, 
the ecosystem of terror sponsored by our 
neighbour has been almost dismantled. 
Schools and colleges remain open 
allowing youth to focus on career building. 
Today’s Jammu Kashmir is not a land of 
hartals or stone pelters,” Sinha said.
Addressing a news conference here, 
Sinha said that he has been informed 
that the ongoing 3rd Tourism Working 
Group Meeting in Srinagar is the biggest 
gathering of foreign delegates so far.
“I think it is bigger than previous TWG 
meetings in Siliguri and More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The significance 
of holding a G20 meeting in 
Srinagar is that the city is a 
strange blend of traditional heri-
tage and modern infrastructure 
with cutting-edge technology, 
Union Minister Jitendra Singh 
said here on Tuesday.

Addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the third tourism working 

group meeting of the G20 coun-
tries at the SKICC here, Singh, 
the minister of state in the prime 
minister's office, said India is 
ready to share the global respon-
sibility as far as its obligation 
towards the economy, environ-
ment, and society is concerned.

"Today, when we meet in the 
scenic spot of Srinagar, we have 
this deep realisation within us 
that we are all More on P6

‘Promoting Incredible India Through Film Tourism’

Singh Calls For Ease Of Film 
Making, Upgrading Studios

53 Foreign Delegates 
Participate in Srinagar Meet

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As many 53 foreign 
delegates from G-20 nations, 
invitee countries and multi-
lateral organizations are par-
ticipating in the G20 Tourism 
Working Group meeting cur-
rently underway in Srinagar, 
sources disclosed.

Fifty three delegates in-
cluding 46 from G-20 and 
invitee countries and seven 
from multilateral organisa-
tions, are taking part in the 
high-profile event being held 
in SKICC here.

Details reveal that five for-
eign delegates who are arrived 
here are from Singapore, four 
each from United Kingdom 
and Nigeria, three each from 
USA, Australia, Canada and 
Spain, two each from Brazil, 
France, Mauritius, South 
Korea, South Africa and United 
Arab Emirates and one each 
from Argentina, Bangladesh, 
Germany, Indonesia, Itlay, 
Japan, Mexico, Netherlands 
and Russia.

According to sources, 
seven delegates are from the 
European More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Union Minister of 
State Dr Jitendra Singh, Union 
Minister of Culture, Tourism 
and the Development of 
the North Eastern Region, G 
Kishan Reddy Tuesday ad-
dressed the side event on the 
theme '‘Promoting Incredible 
India through Film Tourism’ 
on the sidelines of 3rd Tourism 
Working Group Meeting.

The side event was also 
attended by Secretary 
Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting, Government of 
India, Apurva Chandra.

The side event on Tourism 
was aimed at furthering the 
scope of the film tourism sec-
tor and highlighting all the 
aspects of Incredible India.

During the event, Singh said 
that India has no dearth of tal-
ent having the century old film 
legacy with leading names 

of Guru Dutt and Satyajit Ray 
who have been acknowledged 
for their art work despite no 
avenues and facilities.

He hoped that the busi-
ness community will help in 
scaling up the efforts already 
taken by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Ministry of I&B. 
The Minister said ease of film 
making and up gradation of 
the existing studios has to be 
pursued rigorously to sup-
port the film industry.

“Liberalisation of state reg-
ulations has to be taken up by 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting to encour-
age film making throughout 
India,” he added.

During the event, G. Kishan 
Reddy said tourism has the 
greatest ability to generate 
overall employment espe-
cially among the vulnerable 
communities. “Film produc-
tion can have More on P6

Waseem Ahmad Bhat, a resident of Bragram village of Dooru-Shahabad 
in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district said his hard work and dedication 
yielded results. “I am very happy with my performance. My aim is to 

serve the public because we are public servants,” he said. Bhat dedicated the 
achievement to all those who supported him unconditionally. In 2015, he cracked 
the Joint Entrance Examination and got admission to the National More on P6

Youth From 
Anantnag 
Secures 7th Rank
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Nearly sixteen can-
didates from Jammu and 
Kashmir have cracked the pres-
tigious Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) examina-
tion, the results of which were 
announced on Tuesday.

The candidates who cracked 
the exams include Waseem 
Ahmad Bhat (rank 07) Parsenjeet 
Kaur (rank 11), Nittin Singh 
(rank 32), Naveed Ahsan Bhat 
(rank 84), Ambika Raina (rank 
164), Navneet Singh (rank 191), 
Manan Bhat (rank 231), Arjun 
Gupta (rank 228), Manil Bejotra 

(rank 314), Dwarika Gandhi 
(rank 505), Irfan Choudhary 
(rank 476), Anjeet Singh (rank 
565), Abhinandan Singh (rank 
749), Nimranshu Hans (rank 
811), Iram Choudhary (rank 852) 
and Aadesh Basnotra (rank 888).

Waseem Ahmad Bhat from 
Anantnag has secured the sev-
enth rank in the UPSC civil ser-
vices examination.

Waseem, a resident of Dooru 

Shahabad had secured the 225th 
rank last year.

“My son had qualified for 
the exam last year. Previously, 
his rank was 225 but now it is 
seven. I am delighted. It is an 
inspiring and happy news for 
Anantnag as well as Kashmir. 
We are all very thankful to God,” 
Waseem Ahmad Bhat’s father, 
Mohammad Yusuf Bhat, said.

He said the family always want-
ed him to become an IAS officer.

“Today, God has fulfilled all 
our wishes,” Mohammad Yusuf 
Bhat said.

He asserted that his son worked 
very hard for the exams and ex-
celled even though the family’s 
financial condition is not sound.

“His hard work and dedication 
helped him achieve success,” 
the father said. Meanwhile, 
Lieutenant More on P6

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: Softening their 
stand on engagement with 
New Delhi over their four-
point agenda, the Leh Apex 
Body (LAB) and the Kargil 
Democratic Alliance (KDA) 
on Tuesday expressed their 
willingness to resume dia-
logue process with the Centre 
without any pre-conditions.

The decision to resume 
talks with the Centre was tak-
en in an emergency meeting 
attended by prominent mem-
bers of both the organisations 
at Ashuna resort, Kargil. The 
meeting also extended sup-
port to the 10-day fast an-
nounced by renowned educa-
tionist Sonam Wangchuk on 
the four-point agenda.

Addressing a joint press 
conference at Kargil on 

Tuesday, the two major apex 
bodies said they were always 
ready for dialogue but the 
Government of India wasn’t in 
a mood to address their issues.

“We are ready for talks 
with the Centre, whether at 
the level of home minister 
or his deputy. We want to 
convey to the Government of 
India and the people of the 
country that we will never 
shy away from the dialogue. 
We will send representa-
tives whenever we get an in-
vite from the Govt of India,” 
Kargil Democratic Alliance 
(KDA) co-chairperson Asgar 
Ali Karbalai told reporters.

However, he added that the 
four-point agenda for Ladakh 
safeguards remains the core 
issue for the two parties.

“The promises made by 
BJP weren’t More on P6

Rains In Plains, Snowfall On 
Higher Reaches Predicted
Agencies

Srinagar: Weather depart-
ment on Tuesday forecast 
widespread rains in plains and 
“moderate to heavy snowfall” 
over higher reaches in Jammu 
and Kashmir till May 26.

The meteorological depart-
ment here also issued “yellow 
weather warning (be aware)” 
during May 23-26.

“ R a i n / 
Thunderstorms are 
very likely to com-
mence at most places 
from late afternoon on-
wards (today),”a meteorologi-
cal department official here said.

He said there is possibility of 
widespread light to moderate 
rain/thunder/lightning with pos-
sibility of hailstorm and strong 
gusty winds at few places.

“There is a possibility of mod-
erate to heavy snowfall possible 
over higher reaches,” he said.

From May 27-29, he said, 
there is a possibility of partly to 
generally cloudy weather.

There are four types of colour 
codes signifying the level of 
caution: green which means no 
action, yellow—situation to be 
watched, orange–government 
agencies need to be prepared 
for severe weather and red –ac-
tion needed by the agencies.

Regarding the probable im-
pacts of the weather system, he 

said, there is possibil-
ity of overflowing of 

local nallahs (rivu-
lets, especially 
low lying ones”, 

water Logging in 
low lying areas and 

damage due to hailstorm 
and lightning in some places.

“There is possibility of tempo-
rary disruption of surface trans-
portation, especially Srinagar- 
Jammu highway, Zojila, Mughal 
Road, Sinthan Top etc.”

Regarding temperature, the 
meteorological department 
official said that Srinagar re-
corded a low of 14.8°C against 
13.0°C on the previous night 
and it was 3.1°C More on P6
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From The Court Of  Principal 
District Judge, Srinagar

 Present : Mr. Jawad Ahmad 

Aijaz Ahmad Bakshi S/O Noor Mohammad Bakshi R/o Hilal 
Abad Sector No -03 Qamarwari Sgr  
1.	 Mukhtar Ahmad Brother aged 60 years S/o Bakshi 
Noor Mohammad Present Fair Banks Colony Rawalpora 
2.	 Fayaz Ahmad (Brother aged 55 years)  S/o Bakshi 
Noor Mohammad 
3.	 Shafqat Ara 9Sister aged 56 years) D/o Bakshi 
Noor Mohammad Residents of Hilal Abad Sector No. 03 
Qamarwari Sgr 

 In the matter of 
Application for  appointment of Guardina for the person and  
property of Minor(s)

Notice to public at Large
 Where the petitioners(s) Filed Above Titled Petiton Before This 
Court  For appointment of guardian the person and property of 
minor(s) namely Basharat Ahamd S/O Bakshi Noor Ahmad 
R/o Hilal Abad SECTOR No 03 Qamarwari Sgr . The petition is 
pending disposal before this court and the next date of hearing 
is fixed  14-06-2023 3
Public Notice is hereby issued, informing all and sundry through 
the medium of this proclamation that at any anyone has any 
objection  , he/she / they shall appear before this court either 
personally or through counsel or any authorized agent and file 
objections on or before ----Failing which the petition will be 
taken up and appropriate orders will be passed in the same
In case, the date fixed is declared as holiday the matter shall be 
taken on the next working day.
Given under my hand and seal of this court on --

Jawad Ahmad 
nj	 Principal District Judge, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name and Parentage in my passport bearing No: K5575808 
has been wrongly written as Ab Qayoom Dar S/o Gh Mohd Dar 
while my correct name & parentage is Abdul Qayoom Dar S/o 
Ghulam Mohd Dar which needs to be corrected. If anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office of the Regional Passport Office Srinagar 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Abdul Qayoom Dar 
S/O Ghulam Mohd Dar 	 fko
R/O Zawoora Shopian

Bef0re The Hon’ble Court  Of 
Principla District Judge At Srinagar

The Case of
M/S Baba Chemicals Through  its proprietor Amir Khan Batla 
S/O Gulla Batla  R/O Bemina Srinagar

 - Caveator
Versus
1) Geology and Mining Department,
Sanath Ghar Bemina Srinagar
2) District Mineral Officer, Baramulla
3) Wild life warden, Sopore Baramulla.

....Non-Caveators

IN The Matter Of:
Caveat Petition, in terms of section 148-A CPC with respect to 
proposed appeal / proceedings those may be filled by the non 
caveators.
May it please your Honor:-
The caveator most humbly state and submit as under.-
1) That Hon’ble Court of Sub Judge (Forest Magistrate) Srinagar 
has passed an order on 19-05-2023 in a Civil suit titled M/S Baba 
Chemicals  vs UT & ors by virtue of which the non-caveators/ 
defendants were directed to allow the caveator to extract 
Gypsum in his leasehold area at Salamabad Dachina.
2. That the Caveator apprehends that non-caveators may file 
an Appeal / other proceedings before this Court against order 
dated 19-05-2023 passed by Sub Judge (Forest Magistrate) 
Srinagar & may try to get some ex-parte order.
3. That a copy of this Caveat has been dispatched/ Published in 
newspaper & Newspaper cutting is enclosed with this petition.
4. That this application is supported by an affidavit.
On the premise, it is therefore prayed that, in the event of filing 
of any Appeal / other proceedings by non- caveators against 
the caveator with respect to order dated 19-05-2023 passed by 
Sub Judge (Forest Magistrate) Srinagar, the caveators be put on 
notice before passing of any order.	 ^

Caveator Through Counsel 
NJ	 Adv Fayaz Ahmad Mir

Study Examines Coastal Ecosystems 
Globally As Potential Greenhouse Gas Sinks

Press Trust Of India

Researchers have showed that 
coastal ecosystems globally are a 
net greenhouse gas sink for car-
bon dioxide (CO2), but emissions 

of methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O) 
counteract some of the CO2 consumption 
by these sinks.

From tropical lagoons to polar fjords, 
from coastal mangrove forests to under-
water seagrass communities, many coast-
lines around the world show high diversi-
ty in greenhouse gas sinks and emissions.

The international team of research-
ers, led by Australia's Southern Cross Uni-
versity, said that understanding how and 
where greenhouse gases are released and 
absorbed in coastal ecosystems was an 
important first step to implement effec-
tive climate mitigation strategies.

"For example, protecting and restor-
ing mangrove and salt marsh habitats is a 
promising strategy to strengthen the CO2 
uptake by these coastal wetlands," said lead 

researcher Judith Rosentreter, Senior Re-
search Fellow at Southern Cross University.

Other activities to curb human impact, 
like reducing nutrients, organic matter, 
and wastewater inputs into coastal wa-
terways, could reduce the amount of CH4 
and N2O released to the atmosphere, the 
researchers said.

The findings of the coastal greenhouse 
gas balance (CO2 + CH4 + N2O) in ten 
world regions and globally are outlined 
in a paper published in the journal Nature 
Climate Change.

The researchers looked at ten different 
world regions: North America, South Amer-
ica, Europe, Africa, Russia, West Asia, South 
Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia and Australasia.

"In our new study, we show that when 
we consider all three greenhouse gases 
(CO2 + CH4 + N2O), eight out of the 10 
world regions are a coastal net green-
house gas sink," Rosentreter said.

They found the strongest coastal 
greenhouse gas (GHG) sink was in South-
east Asia because of its extensive and 

productive tropical coastal wetlands that 
take up CO2.

A second sink hotspot was found to 

be North America, with its large areas of 
coastal wetlands but also CO2-uptaking 
fjords. A fjord is a long narrow inlet of the 

sea between steep cliffs.
The research also showed that 

fjords around the world take up about 
40 per cent of CO2 that would other-
wise be released from tidal systems, 
deltas and lagoons.

"Most (86 per cent) of this important 
CO2 uptake by fjords comes from the 
North America region, mostly Green-
land," said co-author Bradley Eyre, pro-
fessor of Biogeochemistry at Southern 
Cross University.

"Other coastal habitats are sources of 
greenhouse gases. For example, coastal 
wetlands such as mangrove forests, coast-
al salt marshes and seagrasses, release 
more than three-times more CH4 than all 
estuaries in the world," said Rosentreter.

At the same time, the researchers said, 
coastal wetlands, also called coastal 'blue 
carbon' wetlands, can be strong sinks of 
CO2 and some also take up N2O, which, on 
balance, makes them a net greenhouse gas 
sink for the atmosphere when all three 
greenhouse gases are considered.  

 

                                                       
                                                                                                                                                           

WHY TO USE CRITICAL CARE AMBULANCE 
Early Intervention 

• Critical care ambulances are equipped with advanced medical equipment and trained 
medical professionals who can provide early intervention to patients during transit. This 
early intervention can help to stabilize patients and prevent their condition from 
deteriorating, thereby reducing the risk of mortality and morbidity. 

Timely Transportation  
• Critical care ambulances can transport patients to hospitals more quickly and safely 

than private transport, reducing the time between the onset of the medical emergency 
and the start of treatment. This can be critical in cases of heart attacks, strokes, or 
traumatic injuries, where every minute counts. 

Reduced Complications  
• Patients who receive critical care ambulance services are less likely to experience 

complications during transit or upon arrival at the hospital. This can result in shorter 
hospital stays, reduced healthcare costs, and improved patient outcomes. 

Better Coordination  
• Critical care ambulance services often work closely with local hospitals and emergency 

medical services (EMS) to ensure that patients receive the appropriate care and 
treatment. This coordination can help to reduce the risk of medical errors and ensure 
that patients receive the best possible care. 

Improved Accessibility:  
Critical care ambulance services can help to improve the accessibility of healthcare services in remote 
or underserved areas. This can help to reduce health disparities and improve the overall health of the 
population.                                                                                                                                              

              9484100200/ 01942310018 
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 3 :45

ZUHR	 12:28

ASR	 5: 24

Magrib	 7:35
ISHA	 9: 11

•	 1153- Malcolm IV becomes King of Scots
•	  1218 -The Fifth Crusade leaves Acre for Egypt.
•	  1370-Hanzesteden signs peace treaty with Danish 

king Waldemar IV
•	  1595- Nomenclator of Leiden University Library 

appears, the first printed catalog of an institutional 
library.

•	  1621- The Protestant Union is formally dissolved.
•	  1658-Battle of Dunes (Spanish-French War) fought
•	  1667- French troops attack into Southern Netherlands
•	 1689  - English Parliament guarantees freedom of 

religion for Protestants
•	 1697 -  English King William III travels through northern 

Europe
•	 1738  - John Wesley is converted, launching the 

Methodist movement; celebrated annually by 
Methodists as Aldersgate Day

•	 1775 -  John Hancock is unanimously elected President 
of the Continental Congress

•	 1798  - Irish Rebellion of 1798 led by the United Irishmen 
against British rule begins

•	 1809  - Dartmoor Prison opens to house French 
prisoners of war

•	  1815- George Evans discovers Lachlan River, Australia
•	  1818- General Andrew Jackson captures Pensacola 

Florida
•	  1822- Battle of Pichincha, Bolívar secures 

independence of Quito from Spain
•	  1832-The First Kingdom of Greece is declared in the 

London Conference.
•	  1846- General Zachary Taylor captures Monterey in 

Mexican War
•	  1861- Alexandria, VA occupied by Federal troops
•	  1862- Beardslee field telegraph used for 1st time
•	  1881- Turkey cedes Thessaly and Arta back to Greece.
•	  1887- Sultan Bargash of Zanzibar grants E Afr 

Association at East African harbors
•	  1890- Geo Train & Sam Wall circle world in record 67 

days, Tacoma-Tacoma
•	  1915- Thomas Edison invents telescribe to record 

telephone conversations
•	  1916- Last British-Indian contract workers arrive in 

Suriname
•	  1918- British officer General Poole lands at Murmansk, 

the Russian port on the Barents Sea

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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From KO Archives

600 Kanal Kah-Charai 
‘Gifted’ To Ikhwanis
Observer News Service

S
OPORE- Revenue officials in Bandipore tehsil have 
blessed a virtual loot of kah-charai (grazing) lands 
belonging to the village community in several villages of 
Bandipore tehsil. At the behest of some high-ups, authori-

ties are reported to have allotted’ hundreds of kanals of such land 
to Ikhwani counter-insurgents during recent times.

According to reports, 500 to 600 kanals of the grazing land on 
Kuil Gurdal road and Baji road in Malangam had been ‘gifted’ to 
the Ikhwanis of Malangam village by revenue officials. The ben-
eficiaries’ indude Abdul Rahman Khan, Moli Khan Chandi Khan 
and Sher Dil, all of Malangam. They have raised their houses on 
the lands and even sold portions of them. The tehsildar, Bandip-
ore has allegedly made the allotments.

Reports said the tehsildar also allegedly allotted a custodian 
building in the tehsil complex at Bandipore to a ruling National 
Conference halqa president, Muhammad Muzaffar Malik of Ona-
gam. He demolished the building and raised his own residential 
house in the sspremises under the tehsildar’s nose. The tehsil-
dar, reports alleged, had the temerity to attest the mutations of 
the grazing lands as well as the building.

Villages that witnessed the virtual plunder of the grazing 
lands include Kuil, Mangnipora, Aloosa, Gurdal, Malangam and 
Kema. The people of these areas have expressed grave concern 
over the loot and urged the authorities to call an immediate halt 
to the murky deals. They also demanded a probe into the allot-
ments made by the tehsildar so far.

  (Kashmir Observer, 24 May, 2000)

View of Sheri Kashmir International Convocation Center (SKICC) hositing  3rd working 
group meeting of tourism track delegates from G20 nations. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

AC Okays Absorption Of 145 
Centaur Hotel Employees Into 
JKTDC, JKCC, SKICC

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Administrative 
Council (AC) which met here 
under Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha gave approval to 
the absorption of 145 Employees 
of Hotel Corporation of India 
Limited (HCIL) working at Cen-
taur Lake view Hotel, Srinagar, 
in different corporations under 
the Tourism Department.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advi-
sor to the Lieutenant Governor; 

Dr.Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief 
Secretary, J&K; and Dr. Mandeep 
Kumar Bhandari, Principal Sec-
retary to Lieutenant Governor 
attended the meeting.

The decision was taken on the 
recommendations of the commit-
tee that the existing staff of the 
Hotel Corporation of India Lim-
ited will be absorbed by the UT 
of J&K on the existing terms and 
conditions while the payment 
of retirement gratuity and other 
benefits of the employees for the 
period they worked with HCI will 

be borne by HCI.
The Hotel Corporation of In-

dia has 145 permanent employees 
of Centaur Lake View Hotel as on 
01.05.2023 which will be absorbed 
on existing terms and conditions 
in Jammu and Kashmir Tourism 
Development Corporation Ltd, 
Jammu and Kashmir Cable Car 
Corporation Ltd and Sher-i-Kash-
mir International Convention 
Centre, Srinagar, as per their re-
quirement and absorptive capac-
ity to be determined by the Tour-
ism Department.

Photojournalist Falls Into 
Open Pit At Lal Chowk, 
Loses Eyesight
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: A photojour-
nalist working for a local 
newspaper lost his eye-
sight and suffered criti-
cal injuries to other body 
parts, after he fell into an 
uncovered pit while docu-
menting a photo feature for 
Srinagar Smart City at Lal 
Chowk late last evening.

Bilal Ahmad, a photo-
journalist who works for 
local news daily, in addi-
tion to injuries to other 
body parts, lost vision in 
his left eye and suffered 
critical injuries to right 
one after he fell into an 
open pit at Lal Chowk.

Hailing from Sopore 
area in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, Bilal 
was on an assignment to 
cover night view of Smart 
City, when the incident 
took place.

“I was on an official as-
signment when I suddenly 

fell into an uncovered pit 
near Biscoe School while 
clicking pictures for Smart 
City. I am grateful to a man 
who came to my rescue and 
pulled me out of the pit,” 
said Bilal, adding some of 
my colleagues also rushed 
to the spot later.

He said the man who 
rescued him with the help 
of his colleagues took 
him to the SMHS hospital 
where he was discharged 
after receiving seven 
stitches in ear.

The injured photojour-
nalist said that his family 
this morning took him to 
the eye hospital, wherein 
doctors told him that his 
left eye was completely 
damaged in the incident.

“The doctors said that I 
have completely lost vision 
in my left eye besides I can-
not see from my right eye as 
well. My camera and the cell 
phone were also damaged in 
the incident,” he added.

Missing Up Boy Case

Child Rights Group Raids 
Placement Agency At Rambagh
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A child rights 
protection group in Sri-
nagar on Tuesday raided 
a placement agency in 
connection with the disap-
pearance of a 17-year-old 
boy from Madhya Pradesh.

A senior member of 
the Child Welfare Com-
mittee, Srinagar, Beenish 
said acting upon a spe-
cific complaint received 
through a mail on Tues-
day morning about the 
missing boy, they raided 
a placement agency in 
Srinagar’s Rambagh area 
where they came to know 
that the boy was placed for 
domestic work at a govern-
ment official’s residence.

“We received an email 
communication regarding 
the missing 17-year-old 
boy from Madhya Pradesh 
today morning and during 
our inquiry, we came to 
know that the missing mi-
nor boy has been placed at 
the residence of some gov-
ernment official,” she said.

We are in contact with 
the father of the missing 
boy as he has been told by 

the agency and the person 
who had taken him that his 
missing son will be handed 
over to him at Jammu, 
Beenish said.

“Although the place-
ment agency is registered 
with the J&K Labour De-
partment; as of now, we 
have seized their records 
for the purpose of inqui-
ry,” the CWC member said.

She said that upon re-
ceiving such complaints, 
they take cognizance of the 
matter and initiate inqui-
ries. “Then we start tracing 
the parents or guardians 
for the repatriation pro-
cess,” she said.Beenish said 
the Child Welfare Commit-
tee, which works under the 
Mission Vatsalya, files cases 
against the accused involved 
in the trafficking of minors.

Earlier in the day, a video 
went viral on social media 
in which the members of the 
child rights group were seen 
asking the placement agency 
for documents as well as claim-
ing that the child had called for 
help to get him released from 
the residence of a government 
official where he was taken as 
a domestic helper.

Youth Set Up Tents To Accommodate, 
Guide Tourists Visiting Wular Lake
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In response to the grow-
ing number of tourists flocking to 
the Wular banks, local youth have 
set up tents with the purpose of pro-
viding accommodation and guid-
ance to visitors at the famed lake 
which stands as “one of the largest 
freshwater lakes” in South Asia.

Following the construction 

of gazebos and selfie points by 
the Wular Conservation Man-
agement Authority (WUCUMA) 
along the banks of “Asia's second-
largest freshwater lake”, tourist 
visits have witnessed a signifi-
cant increase in recent months.

An official said the initiative 
aims to elevate the overall visitor 
experience and highlight the scenic 
beauty of the area. “Taking advan-

tage of this development, local youths 
have stepped up by setting up tents, 
offering comfortable accommodation 
choices for tourists,” he said.

With the addition of these tents, 
we anticipate a surge in tourists who 
will now have convenient accom-
modation options, enabling them 
to explore and immerse themselves 
in the wonders of the Wular Lake, 
Mushtaq Ahmad, a local said.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As part of cal-
endar of activities issued 
by J&K Legal Services 
Authority Srinagar, the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) Srinagar, 
under the aegis of NALSA 
and J&K State Legal Ser-
vices Authority Srinagar/
Jammu in collaboration 
with the Govt. Hr. Sec. 

School (GHSS) Khanyar 
Srinagar today organized 
an awareness program to 
raise awareness about the 
Domestic Violence Act and 
Dowry Prohibition Act.

With a strong com-
mitment to combating 
these social evils, the 
awareness program was 
organized to educate, em-
power, and foster change 
within the community.

DLSA Srinagar Organizes Awareness 
Program At GHSS Khanyar
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Uniting Opposition

In an ongoing bid to foster opposition unity 
ahead of the 2024 general elections, Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, who has volun-
teered to act as the interlocutor, held crucial 

meetings with Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Rahul Gandhi in Delhi on Monday. The objec-
tive of these meetings was to finalize a date for a 
grand opposition gathering, probably in Patna, 
which had been in the pipeline even before the re-
cent Karnataka assembly election which Congress 
won with a thumping majority. 

The discussions between the leaders revolved 
around the prospects of opposition unity. Soon 
after the meeting, Kharge, in a Hindi tweet, said: 
"Now the country will be united.”  He said that 
they had discussed the current political situation 
with the Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar and 
taking forward “the process of giving a new direc-
tion to the country."

Nitish Kumar has been successful thus far in 
garnering support from leaders such as Mamata 
Banerjee, Arvind Kejriwal, and Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav, all of whom have recognized 
the need for opposition unity. In recent days, Ku-
mar also met with Arvind Kejriwal and extended 
his complete support in the ongoing confrontation 
with the central government over bureaucratic 
control in the national capital. His meeting with 
Mamata Banerjee resulted in the formulation of 
a "One-On-One" strategy, wherein strong regional 
parties would take on the BJP in their respective 
regions, while supporting the Congress in the con-
stituencies where the two national parties directly 
contest each other. Banerjee, who suggested the 
idea of a mega meeting in Patna, believes that Bi-
har, historically associated with transformative 
movements like Jayaprakash Narayan's, would 
be a suitable venue to chart the future course for 
the opposition. The recent swearing-in ceremony 
of Siddaramaiah in Karnataka, attended by promi-
nent opposition leaders including Nitish Kumar, 
Tejashwi Yadav, Hemant Soren, Sharad Pawar, 
M K Stalin, and Farooq Abdullah, provided a plat-
form for a display of opposition unity.

Despite his best efforts, Kumar was unable to 
secure the backing of Naveen Patnaik, the Chief 
Minister of Odisha, known for offering issue-based 
support to the ruling BJP.. However Patnaik, at 
the end of the day, is not important enough, being 
leader of a small state. If the rest of the opposition 
is able to stick together, they can confront the BJP 
with a strong challenge. Karnataka outcome has 
given some understandable confidence to both the 
Congress and the wider opposition.  But as they 
say, the devil lies in the details. It remains to be 
seen whether the unity withstands the need to 
make sacrifiices and the concessions by the differ-
ent parties. And without such sacrifices it would 
be a cakewalk for the BJP led by the prime min-
ister Narendra Modi who remains an overarching 
political figure despite a decade in power. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

DeMo’s aftershock

T
he existence of this high-value banknote is patent-
ly at odds with the idea of a “less-cash” economy 
that the government is wedded to. Its printing was 
stopped in 2018-19. DeMo perhaps satisfied the legal 

“test of proportionality,” as ruled by the Supreme Court in 
January this year, more than six years after the sudden deci-
sion shook and rattled the economy and the public at large. 
But its financial and human costs have far outweighed the 
modicum of gains, and have taken many frustrating years to 
dissipate, causing the economy to take a material hit.

Of course, digital payments have risen at a much faster 
rate since that abrupt cancellation of the legal-tender status 
of 86% of cash in circulation (CIC). In more recent years, 
UPI-enabled digital commerce has seen a scorching pace. 
However, the CIC too has kept pace with the digital drive, so 
much so that, not merely in absolute terms but also as a frac-
tion of nominal GDP too, cash hasn’t stopped growing as yet. 
At `34.6 trillion as of March 31, 2023, the CIC stood at 12.7% 
of GDP for FY23 (second advance estimate), compared with 
about `18 trillion (11.7%) immediately before DeMo (early 
November, 2016) and 10.7% in FY16. The CIC peaked at 14.5% 
of GDP by the end of FY21, but has since fallen. It seems cash 
no longer changes hands as much as earlier, even as it re-
mains in circulation, a larger portion presumably hoarded.

It may be assumed that, absent DeMo, CIC would have 
risen further, but the question to be asked is whether cash 
is indeed the cause of black money, which DeMo sought to 
whittle down. Or more diligently, is curbing cash transac-
tions the most efficient and cost-effective way of launching 
an assault on black money? The answer is “No”. Also, cash 
is not necessarily bad or wholly dispensable in an economy, 
which still has a very large “informal” constituent, popu-
lated by a much larger segment of the population, than in 
the formal category. The journey towards “a less cash econ-
omy”—rather than a cash-less economy—is to be welcomed, 
for the comfort and ease it would bring, but it is hardly an 
effective remedy for tax evasion.

Financial Express 
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D
uring the 16th and 17th cen-
turies, both Queen Eliza-
beth and William Shake-
speare were instrumental 

in influencing the English language’s 
path of progress.  Significantly, the 
Bible was one of the major translated 
and printed books to circulate dur-
ing their time, which brought the 
church’s language to the commoner. 
During their period, Latin was still 
considered a language of the edu-
cated and the crème de la creme, and 
therefore, numerous texts needed to 
be translated from Latin into English 
to reach out to a mass audience. In 
fact, some words came straight from 

Latin, such as, focus, lens, nausea, 
and genius, while words like horrid, 
frugal, arbit, atmosphere were al-
tered. Interestingly, suffixes ‘ize’ and 
‘ism’ were also added to the English 
language during their period. 

If one person who changed and 
took the English language to dizzy-
ing heights, it was unquestionably 
Shakespeare.  His works contrib-
uted significantly to the standard-
ization of the grammar, spelling 
and vocabulary of this beautiful 
language. Through his immense 
ability to create original words, 
Shakespeare is said to have invent-
ed some 2,000 words. Few examples: 

eyeballs, homicide, brittle, lonely, 
gloomy, and majestic.  Further, 
Shakespeare coined some phrases 
that are still in use today.  They are: 
'out of thin air', 'as luck would have 
it', and 'fool's paradise.' Prior to 
and during Shakespeare’s time, the 
grammar and rules of English were 
not standardized. But once Shake-
speare’s plays became popular, they 
helped contribute to the standard-
ization of the English language, 
with many Shakespearean words 
and phrases becoming embedded in 
the language, particularly through 
projects, such as Samuel Johnson’s 
A Dictionary of the English Lan-

guage which quoted Shakespeare 
more than any other writer.

As for the growth of English in In-
dia, the British East India Company 
introduced the English language in 
our country in the 17th century. As a 
result of British colonialism, English 
was considered the governing lan-
guage, and is still in vogue due to In-
dia’s heterogeneous languages.  And 
today, India has approximately 125 
million English speakers!

Ranganathan Sivakumar 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com
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The Unresolved 
Palestinian Question

Asad Mirza

N
aqba Day marks the beginning of 
Palestinians exodus from their 
homeland, but for the last 75 years 
the international community has 

been unable to give the Palestinians their 
right to their own homeland

On 15th May 2023, for the first time in his-
tory, the United Nations 2023 marked the 75th 
anniversary of the mass displacement of Pal-
estinians known as “the Naqba” or “the Catas-
trophe”. The UN Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People (CEIRPP) commemorated the 75th an-
niversary of the Naqba at UN Headquarters 
in New York, pursuant to the mandate by the 
General Assembly.

Naqba’s History
Until the end of WWI, Palestine was under 

Turkish rule as part of the Ottoman Empire. 
Later it came under the British control, the 
so-called British Mandate. The period, under 
the British - was marked by growing anti-Sem-
itism in Europe – which led to an increasing 
number of Jews from around the world mov-
ing to Palestine, which to them was their an-
cestral homeland, Eretz Israel, the Promised 
Land by God, where Jews had always been liv-
ing, though in much smaller numbers.

Post-Holocaust in Nazi Germany, a United 
Nations-led Partition Plan for Palestine was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly. The 
Arab League rejected the plan, but the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine accepted it. On May 14, 
1948, the State of Israel was proclaimed.

As a reaction, a coalition of five Arab states 
declared war against the new state, but was 
eventually defeated by Israel in 1949. Before 
the war, between 200,000 and 300,000 Palestin-
ians had already left or were forced out from 
Palestine and during the fighting, a further 
300,000 to 400,000 Palestinians were displaced. 
The overall figure is estimated to be around 
700,000 people.

During the war, more than 400 Arab vil-
lages were destroyed. While human rights 
violations were committed on both sides, the 
massacre of Deir Yassin - a village on the road 
between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem - is particu-
larly engraved in Palestinian memory to this 
day. At least 100 people were killed, including 
women and children. It triggered widespread 
fear among Palestinians and prompted many 
to flee their homes.

By the end of the war, Israel held around 
40% of the area initially earmarked for the Pal-
estinians by the UN partition plan of 1947.

Then-Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
coined the term ‘Naqba Day’ in 1998. He set the 
date as the official day for the commemoration 
of the loss of the Palestinian homeland.

Palestinian Migration
Most of the Palestinians ended up as state-

less refugees in neighbouring Arab countries, 
only a minority moved further abroad. Until 
today, only a fraction of the next-generation 
Palestinians have applied for or received other 
citizenships. As a result, the vast majority of 
the currently around 6.2 million Palestinians 
in the Middle East have remained stateless 
into the third or fourth generation.

According to the UN's Palestinian refugee 
agency, UNRWA, most Palestinians in the re-
gion still live in refugee camps, which over 
time have transformed into refugee towns. 
They are mainly based in the Gaza Strip, in the 
Occupied West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan 
and East Jerusalem.

Unfortunately, UNRWA has not been able 
to get full support from the western nations 
for fulfilling its mandate. To date, UNRWA 
has only received less than 25 per cent of its 
financial requirements, or US$ 364 million and 
still needs US$ 1.3 billion. At the beginning of 

the year, UNRWA appealed for US$ 1.6 billion 
in support of its programmes, operations and 
emergency response across Syria, Lebanon, 
the West Bank (including East Jerusalem), the 
Gaza Strip and Jordan.

Over the years, the Agency has put in place 
several measures to utilise the very little fi-
nancial contributions it received from donors.

What is the Palestinian right to return?
According to the United Nations General 

Assembly Resolution 194 of 1948, as well as the 
UN Resolution 3236 of 1974, and the 1951 Con-
vention on the Status of Refugees, Palestinians 
who are considered Palestinian refugees have 
the "right of return."

Israel however is rejecting this "right of 
return" for Palestinians stating that this would 
mean an end to Israel’s identity as a Jewish 
state. Israel denies responsibility for the dis-
placement of Palestinians and points out that 
between 1948 and 1972 around 800,000 Jews were 
expelled or had to flee from Arab countries like 
Morocco, Iraq, Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen.

Though seemingly implausible, but at one 
point this century - in Egypt in January 2001 - 
Israelis and Palestinians were negotiating how 
to carry out UN General Assembly Resolution 
194. This important resolution was passed on 
11th December 1948, with 35 countries, includ-
ing the US and the UK, voting for it. But today 
we seem to be at the farthest possible distance 

from seeing justice carried out for Palestinian 
refugees and their descendants.

Originally, the Zionist movement was pro-
pelled by the logic of settler colonialism. Histo-
rian Patrick Wolfe has defined it as a mode of 
domination characterised by "a logic of elimi-
nation". Settler colonial regimes seek to smoth-
er the native people, or at least to suppress their 
political autonomy. The elimination of the na-
tive people is a precondition for expropriating 
the land and its natural resources.

Jewish-American intellectual Noam Chom-
sky, observed that "settler colonialism is the 
most extreme and sadistic form of imperialism". 
The hallmark of settler colonialism is ruthless-
ness and the disregard for law, justice and mo-
rality.  And currently we are witnessing all these 
aspects under the Zionist Israeli regime.

The Zionist movement was nothing if not 
ruthless. It did not plan to cooperate with the 
native Arab population for the common good. 
On the contrary, it always planned to supplant 
them. The only way the Zionist project could 
be realised and maintained was by expelling a 
large number of Arabs from their homes and 
taking over their land.

Apparently, Israel was able to achieve this, 
with the help of the British politicians and in 
later years, with the tacit American support. If 
we have to resolve the Palestinian issue, then 
the only credible option is for the UN to influ-
ence both the UK and USA to play a construc-
tive role not a confrontational or bipartisan 
approach towards resolving the issue, as per 
the aspirations of the Palestinian people and 
demands of fair and equal justice.

On the other hand, the position of Arab 
states on the issue was evident from the state-
ment made by the Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, who stressed his coun-
try’s commitment to the Palestinian statehood 
at the Arab League summit on Friday last, 
amid intensified US efforts to broker a nor-
malisation deal between the Gulf kingdom and 
Israel. The comments are largely standard for 
leadership in Riyadh, which has long insisted 
publicly that it remains committed to the Pal-
estinian cause and will only normalise ties 
with Israel after a two-state solution has been 
reached. But it also shows the lack of resolve 
on their part to get the Palestinian issue re-
solved once for all.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily represent 

the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 
Asad Mirza is a senior 

political commentator based in New Delhi. 
He can be contacted at www.asadmirza.in 

Most of the 
Palestinians ended up 

as stateless refugees in 
neighbouring Arab countries, 
only a minority moved 
further abroad. Until today, 
only a fraction of the next-
generation Palestinians 
have applied for or received 
other citizenships. As a 
result, the vast majority of 
the currently around 6.2 
million Palestinians in the 
Middle East have remained 
stateless into the third or 
fourth generation

Feature image caption: Palestinians participate in rally marking last year's anniversary of what the Palestinians 
call the "Nakba," in front of the UNESCO offices in Gaza City.			         Adel Hana/AP
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DUE TO BLOCKING OF 
THE WAY OF RIVERS 
AND MOUNTAIN 
SPRINGS THERE, THE 
WATER REACHING THE 
LAKES HAS REDUCED 
CONSIDERABLY. Irrational 
exploitation of water of 
many lakes has increased. 
They are being used 
extensively for industrial 
units.

Maintenance of Lakes 
for Water Crisis

Acquaintances Are Good for You
Abigail Fagan

Throughout a normal week, you may 
chat with a delivery driver who stops 
at your home, strike up a conversa-
tion with the person you always see 
at the gym, or trade recipes with an 
acquaintance from the dog park.

Most people have dozens of inter-
actions each week with others they 
recognize but don’t know well. In 
some instances, you may not even 
know the other person’s name!

For decades, researchers have in-
vestigated the impact of what sociol-
ogists call “weak ties” — acquaintanc-
es that you see regularly but aren’t 
close with. These could be co-work-
ers, former classmates, members of 
the same social group, or just simply 
that person you recognize from the 
subway most mornings. The body of 
evidence shows that these interac-
tions are more important than you 
may think.

A recent summary of the evidence 
on social connections notes the im-
portance of weak or casual contacts 
in promoting well-being and men-
tal health. Evidence shows older 
adults with more weak ties are more 
likely to experience more positive 
emotions, less likely to become de-
pressed, and more likely to form new 
close ties in the future. Another study 
found that weak ties may help to pre-

vent cognitive decline in older adults.
A similar study of college students 

found that students felt happier, less 
lonely, and experienced a sense of 

belonging on days they interacted 
more frequently with weak ties.

And a more recent study conduct-
ed by researchers at Stanford, MIT, 
and Harvard — the largest experi-
mental study to date on weak ties 
— found that weaker social connec-
tions on digital job sites have a more 
positive effect on advancing their 
careers. Researchers used LinkedIn’s 
“People You May Know” algorithm 
to conduct experiments with 20 mil-
lion people around the world. Their 
experiments found that exposure to 
moderately weak ties increased job 
mobility the most while exposure to 
the strongest ties increased job mo-
bility the least.

When considering social connec-
tions in research, many factors are 
likely at play. For example, people 
with more weak ties could simply be 
more outgoing; research has already 
established that extroversion is asso-
ciated with happiness.

Still, the evidence is clear: Culti-
vating weak ties is a surefire way to 
improve your mood, promote well-
being, and maybe even move up the 
career ladder. So, the next time you 
head to your favorite coffee shop, 
strike up a conversation with the 
barista, or make a point to get to 
know the cashier at your local gro-
cery store. The data is clear: It’s good 
for you.

– Psychology Today

Lalit Garg

A recent research done on the 
threats hovering over the world's 
lakes has said that water in more 

than half of the world's largest lakes and 
reservoirs is continuously decreasing 
and they are on the verge of drying up. 
Due to this, the future water security of 
humans in many parts of the earth may 
be at risk. Climate change, increasing 
heat and increasing water consumption 
are believed to be the biggest reasons 
for the drying up of lakes and large res-
ervoirs. At a time when the acute crisis 
of drinking water is being felt and the 
emphasis is being laid on the conserva-
tion of natural sources of water, it raises 
new revelations and concerns from this 
research.

A team included scientists from the 
US, France and Saudi Arabia to system-
atically study the scourge. They looked 
at 1,972 of Earth's largest lakes and res-
ervoirs using satellite images from 1992 
to 2020. They focused on large freshwa-
ter lakes largely because of the improved 
accuracy of satellites as well as their im-
portance to humans and wildlife.

In this study, it was tried to see how 
and how much the amount of water in 
the lakes has changed in about 30 years. 
The results found that 53 percent of lakes 
and reservoirs showed a decline in water 
content at a rate of about 22 gigatonnes 
annually. In this way, it is a warning for 
the governments and social organiza-
tions working for water conservation. 
Lakes are a type of natural reservoir, 
whose water is used for drinking water 
and industries etc. Just as there has been 
a deep crisis of drinking water in many 
cities of the world due to the decreas-
ing water level of the rivers, in the same 
way, if the lakes keep shrinking, then 
this crisis will become more serious.

Today, the whole world is standing 
under the shadow of a water crisis due 
to falling water levels in rivers and lakes. 

Unplanned industrialization, increas-
ing pollution, decreasing deserts and 
glaciers, declining water level of rivers, 
environmental destruction, exploita-
tion of nature and insensitivity towards 
its misuse are leading the whole world 
towards a major water crisis. Packet and 
bottled water are becoming symbols of 
development today and our carelessness 
towards our resources is making it easier 
to hand over our basic needs to marke-
tism.

 Experts have identified water as one 
of the major resources that will be the 
most challenging task to manage in the 
future. Rivers and lakes, which have 
been a source of pure water for centu-
ries, are getting polluted due to the pro-
motion of tourism, the water harvesting 
system is deteriorating, and the water 
level is continuously decreasing. Today, 
it is necessary to ensure the availability 
of clean and safe water from the lakes in 
all the countries of the world, as well as 
focus on the importance of water con-
servation. You can think how much wa-
ter a human being uses in his lifetime, 
but does he try to save so much water?

Continuous studies have been done 
regarding the drying up of lakes, riv-
ers, reservoirs and other natural water 
sources, the reasons are also clear from 
their data. But the practical measures 
that are expected for their protection are 
not being implemented. The source of 
the lakes is usually water coming from 
the mountains. It is accumulated in the 
form of melting snow or rainwater. But 
due to climate change, the way the heat 
is increasing all over the world, in many 
places there is no snow on the moun-
tains as before and there is not enough 
rain. Then the ratio of the water that is 
produced from them has deteriorated. 
Due to the short duration of the rainy 
season and less or more amount of rain, 
sufficient water is not stored in the lakes. 
Life cannot be imagined without water.

Apart from humans and animals, wa-

ter is also essential for all forms of ag-
riculture and most industrial production 
processes. But about 70 percent of the 
earth's area is covered with water. But, 
potable water is only three percent, out 
of this only one percent of sweet water 
is actually used by us. In which lakes and 
rivers are the main water sources. But, 
man does not miss wasting precious wa-
ter in his tourism, health, convenience, 
show off and luxury.

While using water, we do not think 
at all about saving water, as a result of 
which a situation of water crisis has aris-
en in most of the lakes and rivers. As the 
temperature is rising, the water problem 
is taking a dire shape in many parts of 
India. Every year this problem is increas-
ing more than before. The main reason 
for this is the ever increasing tourism 
and industrial commercial activities on 
the mountains. A major disadvantage of 
promoting the tourism industry has also 
been that commercial activities have in-
creased in the lakes, due to which gar-
bage has accumulated in them. Due to 
the lack of a regular desalting system, 
they have become shallow.

 The banks of many lakes have been 
shrinking. Major lakes of the country, be 
it Dal Lake in Kashmir or Pushkar Sar-
ovar or Udaipur Lakes – this is not only 
the result of the neglect of the govern-
ments, but also shows the apathy of the 
social organizations. Earlier the safety of 
community water sources was ensured, 
but now that tradition has almost ended. 
If the health of the lakes is to be im-
proved, then this feeling of indifference 
and neglect will have to be abandoned, 
a planned understanding and thinking 
will have to be developed for the water 
source and conservation of the lakes.

The main water source of the water 
of the lakes in India is the melting of 
the snow coming from the mountains 
and the water coming from the springs. 
The mountains of Uttarakhand here are 
great examples of that. But due to the 

large-scale development projects start-
ed there, not only have the incidents of 
landslides and landslides increased, but 
many natural water sources are also fac-
ing danger. Due to blocking of the way 
of rivers and mountain springs there, the 
water reaching the lakes has reduced 
considerably. Irrational exploitation of 
water of many lakes has increased. They 
are being used extensively for industrial 
units.

According to a United Nations report, 
global water use has increased six-fold 
over the past 100 years, and continues to 
grow at a rate of about one percent per 
year due to increasing population, eco-
nomic development, and changes in con-
sumption patterns. Along with an erratic 
and uncertain supply of water, climate 
change has exacerbated the situation in 
currently water-scarce areas. In such a 
situation, water conservation is the only 
solution. Water conservation means pre-
venting wastage of water and preventing 
it from getting polluted. Because if there 
is water then there is tomorrow. In these, 
it is necessary to preserve the water of 
the lakes and pay attention to their natu-
ral sources.

According to the research, recent 
drought events in different parts of the 
world including South India have also 
contributed to the declining storage of 
lakes and reservoirs. According to the re-
searchers, about a quarter of the world's 
population i.e. 200 million people are 
living in such basins where the lakes are 
shrinking. In such a situation, issues like 
human consumption, climate change 
and the silt accumulated in them need 
immediate attention.

Views expressed in the article are the 

author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kashmir 

Observer
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G20 Delegates
a question about whether he recommends film 

stars from Korea to shoot in Kashmir, Jeebok said it 
is not easy to bring Korean pop-stars or movie stars 
to India as they have their own agendas.

Heaping praises on beauty and hospitality of 
Kashmir, the Korean delegate said he was so excited 
to be in Kashmir to attend the 3rd working meet-
ing of tourism track delegates under India’s G20 
presidency.

“It was so good so far, and so exciting, it was an 
awesome and fantastic experience, dancing here 
is kind of a dream come true, I had never imagined 
doing so.  The 3rd working group meeting is being 
held in Srinagar, then the final stage is set in Goa and 
hopefully the member states will come up for a con-
sensus. As far as the Korean delegation is concerned, 
we are very supportive of the G20 presidency of India 
for its great success,” he said, adding the Shikara ride 
was so beautiful and a serene experience.

Aziz Kilatwala, another G20 representative from 
Bahrain, representing the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), said the foreign delegates have a key role to 
play in promoting Kashmir as top travel destina-
tions, so that tourists from other parts of the world 
are tempted to visit Kashmir. Talking to the report-
ers on the sidelines of the 3rd G20 working group 
meeting at SKICC here, the Bahrain delegate said 
Kashmir is one of the few places on earth that gives 
people the feeling of being in heaven.

“I genuinely believe that I and other international 
delegates have a big job to do once we return. Kashmir 
itself has done a tremendous job of marketing in this 
direction. Now it’s our responsibility to take an extra 
step and make sure that we promote Kashmir as top 
travel destinations of the world,” he said.

The Bahraini representative responded that he 
arrived in Kashmir via New Delhi, when questioned 
whether he flew directly from Saudi Arabia.  He said 
Kashmir has so much natural beauty and that he is 
happy to be here as part of the G20 delegation.

Kilatwala said there is definitely potential for 
aspiring filmmakers of Saudi Arabia and GCC as a 
whole to explore Kashmir and rest of India for loca-
tions where they get the true essence.

“I will tell people, that whosoever wants to expe-
rience true natural beauty and its most pure form, 
Kashmir is one of the few places on the planet where 
they can get that type of experience. I will tell them 
about the people as to how welcoming and hospi-
table they have been, I will surely convey,” he added.

J&K Witnessing
needs good infrastructure, sound policies and 

effective and responsive administration. No less 
fundamental to me is the fact that only peace and 
happiness of people can bring warmth in the hospi-
tality, we Indians eternally enjoy,” he said

J&K, he said, stands today among the developed 
regions of India on some measurable milestones, 
and that his administration is committed for peo-
ple’s prosperity both economically and socially.

“Prime Minister Modi has completely eliminated 
injustice, exploitation and discrimination which 
several sections of society faced for seven long de-
cades owing to circumstances that evolved mostly 
because of orchestration from abroad. We are en-
suring social equality and equal economic opportu-
nity to all citizens, which is also enabling them to 
contribute to the nation building,” Sinha said

Throwing light on the transformation of J&K, 
the LG said that the grass root democracy has been 
strengthened; new industries are coming up, rapid 
agricultural growth is making our villages prosper-
ous, new institutions have been opened up in higher 
education, youths are being trained for Industry 4.0 
technologies, infrastructure development is pro-
gressing rapidly and our emphasis on technology is 
transforming Jammu Kashmir into a digital society.

Expressing his gratitude to PM Modi, Sinha said 
that in the past 4 years, the ranking of J&K on the 
various parameters of sustainable development goals 
have gone up due to the visionary leadership of PM.

“The world can see that the entire society, espe-
cially the young generation is scripting a bright fu-
ture for themselves and the nation. The speed and 
scale of rapid development in Jammu Kashmir are 
awe-inspiring. Our speed to execute infrastructure 
projects has gone up almost 10 times,” he said.

Acknowledging the impact of Covid on tourism 
and the world, the LG said, the pandemic made the 
world realize the hard way the virtues of traveler’s 
well-being and also the values of a shared vision 
One earth, One family and One future.

“The paradigm shift towards sustainable living, 
inclusive and sustainable development is also an 
opportunity to provide new impetus to sustainable 
tourism. I am truly delighted that under India’s G20 
Presidency, the G20 Tourism Working Group is fo-
cusing on five inter-connected priority areas. Green 
tourism, digitalization, skills, tourism MSMEs and 
destination management will provide a roadmap 
for tourism as a tool for achieving sustainable devel-
opment goals,” Sinha said.

He noted that J&K is already working on a few 
of the priority areas identified by the G20 Tourism 
Working Group like Green Tourism, Skills, Tourism 
MSMEs and Digitalization.

He emphasised that in the post-pandemic era 
five key building blocks will promote environmen-
tal awareness, protect the ecology and improve the 
economy and livelihoods of communities and inclu-
sive growth of stakeholders.

Underlining that the G20 TWG meeting is tak-
ing place in the land of majestic peaks, crystal-clear 
lakes and serene green landscape, the LG said that 
J&K is more than a tourism destination.

“It is poetry. It’s a land of realisation. It is an en-
ergy field vibrating with the ageless Indian cultural 
values.  Under the guidance of Prime Minister Modi, 
we have ensured that the transition in the tourism 
sector in the backdrop of a pandemic focuses on the 
needs of travelers, interests of industry stakehold-
ers, creates employment opportunities and pro-
mote environmental awareness,” he said.

The LG also referred to the record number of 18 
million tourists visiting the Union Territory.

“Last year, the tourism sector made a 7% contri-
bution to Jammu Kashmir GDP. We have identified 
300 new destinations to promote green tourism, 
small & medium enterprises, youth and women en-
trepreneurs and involve local communities to sup-
port sustainable tourism,” Sinha said.

“Tourism sector in Jammu Kashmir has been ac-
corded the status of Industry and all fiscal incentives 
as per our Industrial Policy and I can tell you, we are 
receiving massive investment proposals from the 
industries in hospitality sector,” he added.

The LG further said that after a long pause of al-
most 4-decades, J&K administration has revived the 
relationship with Bollywood and launched a film 
policy in 2021 to attract more investment into the 

film sector.
He said that over 300 movies were filmed in the 

region last year and such enthusiasm is bringing 
about a qualitative change in the lives of people.

“Our aim is to make the countryside and popu-
lar destinations more sustainable and preserve the 
beauty of fascinating heritage sites. I am confident, 
under the leadership of the Prime Minister, Jammu 
Kashmir will soon find its place in the top 50 des-
tinations in the world and it will be on the travel 
bucket list of global travelers,” he added.

During the inaugural session Union Tourism 
Minister, G. Kishan Reddy; Union MoS Dr. Jitendra 
Singh; Union MoS Ajay Bhatt; G20 Sherpa, Amitabh 
Kant; G20 Chief Coordinator, Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla; delegates of G20 nations, invitees from 
observer countries and representatives from various 
multilateral organisations were present.

‘Today’s J&K Not
Gujarat, and except China, all G20 nations del-

egates, representatives and other stakeholders of 
the tourism industry of the respective countries are 
participating in the event,” the LG said.

He said that he has also been informed that 57 del-
egates from 27 countries were participating in the G20 
meeting at Srinagar which reflects India’s strength of 
ancient values of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’.

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for providing a historic opportunity to J&K to host 
the 3rd TWG meeting, the LG said that today’s inaugu-
ral session was very exciting and productive.

“The significant deliberation, exchange of views 
and perspectives will help in building a framework 
based on five priority areas for sustainable tourism as 
we advance towards post Covid pandemic era,” he said

J&K, Sinha said, is governed by the Constitution 
of India, which has established rule of law and su-
premacy of the people.

“It’s a land of peace and prosperity that respon-
sible and responsive administration is trying too 
hard to bring in the lives of the people. Grass-root 
democracy has been growing from strength to 
strength. The three-tier PRI system has ensured sta-
bility and consistency in development and partici-
pation of people in policy making,” he said.

He said that the digital revolution has unleashed 
socio-cultural transformation, which has empow-
ered every section of the society, especially the 
young generation.

“We have an open and vibrant press and more than 
400 newspapers are published every day,” he added.

Asserting that Jammu Kashmir is fully commit-
ted to the effort to build on shared aspirations for 
sustainable tourism, the LG said that PM Modi has 
accorded highest priority to sustainable social & 
economic development of the Union Territory.

“In the last 4 years, policies and programmes 
have been reshaped so that the benefits of growth 
percolate to the masses and nurture the nature. In 
the tourism sector, there has been unprecedented 
increase in the tourist footfall after the second wave 
of covid pandemic and we were happy to host over 
18 million tourists last year, which, I would say, was 
unparalleled since Independence,” Sinha said.

He said his government’s focus on green tourism, 
offbeat destinations, involvement of local commu-
nities, and according industry status to the tourism 
sector has turned this sector into one of the most 
flourishing industries in Jammu Kashmir.

“Our sustained reforms’, including a new film 
policy, modern infrastructure and ease of doing busi-
ness has transformed Jammu Kashmir into a pre-
ferred destination for shooting of films, which is also 
strengthening the economy and providing employ-
ment opportunities to the people. Overall tourism of-
fered a large number of employment and contribut-
ed around 7% to its GDP in the last fiscal year,” he said.

“With more than 65% of the population below 35 
years of age, we are witnessing the emergence of a 
powerful force of youth that is contributing to in-
vention, innovation and research,” he added.

Speaking on the sports activities, the LG said that 
6 million youth participated in various sporting 
events across Jammu Kashmir while every district 
has a multi-purpose indoor sports hall. Gulmarg, he 
said, is being transformed into a world-class winter 
sports destination.

“We wanted to take our G20 delegates to Gulmarg 
and show them its scenic beauty but due to time 
constraints it may not happen this time,” he added.

Talking about grass-root level empowerment, the 
LG said that all 4292 Panchayats in J&K have a Youth 
Club to seize the opportunity globalization has to offer.

Besides, he said, the admin has also set up a dedi-
cated department, Mission Youth, to help young men 
and women to achieve their dreams and build a vibrant 
society free from fear, discrimination and exploitation.

Lauding the guidance of the PM, the LG said that 
his administration has taken a very wide range of 
decisions to accelerate the implementation of mega 
infrastructure projects, modernization of health, ag-
riculture, energy sector, and brought transparency 
and accountability in the governance system to 
script a new chapter of growth in Jammu Kashmir.

“Jammu Kashmir is future ready. And, Jammu 
Kashmir is ambitious. Our multi-sectoral achieve-
ments reflect that. We are registering a new start-up 
every other day. In the last four years, we have reg-
istered 7.7 lakh new entrepreneurs, which roughly 
means that per day 527 youth started their entre-
preneurial journey to contribute to their individual 
and Jammu Kashmir’s growth,” Sinha said.

“And, this is not all. We are ensuring fast industri-
al development to bring rapid social transformation. 
On an average, we are receiving 7 to 8 applications 
every day from different industrial houses from 
India and abroad, who are willing to set up their 
facilities here. In 2022, on an average one industry 
became operational per day,” he added

In a very short span of time, the LG said J&K was 
advancing towards building a digital society. He said 
his government was offering over 450 public ser-
vices in online mode. Our entire administration is 
paperless.

Giving further details, the LG said that in 2022, 
J&K recorded 1.2 million e-transactions per day 
while in the first 4 month of 2023, 2.3 million e-
transactions have been recorded, which is higher 
than many other states.

“With more than 150 higher education institu-
tions, two central universities, seven state univer-
sities and by establishing all premier educational 
institutions, Jammu Kashmir is ready to contribute 
to India’s knowledge economy,” he said.

He also referred to the acceleration of projects 
post 2019, saying it has gone up by times.

In 2018, the LG said, 9229 projects were completed 
whereas in the last financial year, 92,560 projects 
were finished. He said that his government is building 
an effective and efficient rural infrastructure and the 
number and fast-paced developments show UT ad-
min’s resolve to build Aatm-Nirbhar Jammu Kashmir.

“We are working with innovative approaches 
to exploit our strength and empower our farmers. 
With sustained efforts in the last 2-3 years while 
managing pandemic, Jammu Kashmir figures in the 
top five states of the country in terms of monthly 
farm income,” the LG said.

“We are implementing 29 projects worth Rs.5013 
crore, to increase farmer’s income by 4 times in the 
next five years. We are number one in terms of pro-
duction of saffron, apple, walnut and almond in India, 
and industries in processing and value additions will 
provide new height to Jammu Kashmir,” he added.

Listing the empowerment of women as one of the 
achievements of his administration, the LG said that over 
6 lakh women entrepreneurs through self-help groups 
are reaching global scales in terms of quality and output.

“Jammu Kashmir is becoming a centre and ex-
port hub for diverse goods, from agricultural prod-
ucts to handicrafts to horticulture produce. All these 
strengths have resulted in a greater integration with 
the global market, which has helped us to lay foun-
dation for even better prospects ahead,” he said.

He further said that he would have outlined so-
cio- economic achievements of Jammu Kashmir in 
some detail with a wish that it captures news mind 
and space tomorrow.

“These achievements also show that we are firmly 
resolved to continue with the reform process and ac-
celerated development in every sector. Friends, this 
is just the beginning of the turnaround of Jammu 
Kashmir, the crown of incredible India,” Sinha said.

He also recalled a quote by Sri Aurobindo to con-
clude the presser.

Pak Has No
investments in popular tourist states like Jammu 

and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
“We have to project India as the number-one des-

tination globally. Private investment is necessary 
and without it, a huge country like India with such 
a huge population and lakhs of destinations cannot 
increase tourism,” he said.

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment wants people from across the world to come 
and invest in tourist destinations to make them 
world-class, the minister said.

Referring to the ongoing G20 meeting here, 
Reddy said such meetings would take place in the 
capitals of all states. He said 250 meetings will take 
place in 56 cities under the presidentship of India.

“It was decided to organise this meeting in 
Srinagar, which is a historic city. However, some pre-
cautions had to be taken because it is after so many 
years that such an event is taking place here. J-K has 
seen many incidents, there were different problems 
in J-K, but now, the atmosphere is great here.

“People want development in J-K, they want in-
frastructure, employment generation at par with 
the rest of India. That is what the common people 
of J-K hope and expect. That is why we are taking 
J-K on the path of progress under the vision of PM 
Modi,” Reddy said.

He said the meeting will deliberate on the steps 
to be taken in order to double tourism’s contribu-
tion to Jammu and Kashmir’s GDP.

“Last year, tourism contributed seven per cent of 
J-K’s GDP. How to take it to 15 per cent this year and 
how to increase employment avenues, this meeting 
will discuss that. The G20 meeting will not only ben-
efit J-K, but the whole country,” the minister said.

He also expressed gratitude to the people and the 
government of Jammu and Kashmir for support-
ing the meeting. “In the times to come, Srinagar will 
become the number-one destination for tourists not 
only from India but from across the world and we will 
work towards that along with the people of J-K,” he 
added.

On PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti’s remarks that the BJP 
has hijacked the G20 meeting, Reddy said some opposi-
tion parties did not want peace in the Union territory.

“Today, developmental works are happening at a 
faster pace for the first time since Independence. So, 
I appeal to opposition parties for support, and if you 
cannot support, then sit silently at home and do not 
become a hurdle,” he added.

The Union minister further said no one can sepa-
rate Jammu and Kashmir from the rest of India, and 
accused the opposition parties of insulting the people 
of the UT. “We will together take J-K on the path of 
development. You should not insult J-K or its people. 
They (opposition parties) want law-and-order prob-
lems here, terror problems, hartals, people involved in 
AK47 and RDX. They do not want peace,” he claimed.

The government’s priority is peace and it will 
work with zero-tolerance on the issue of militancy, 
Reddy added.

Singh Calls
a last impact on travel destinations as the cin-

ematic exposure to a destination transforms the 
place into a tourist destination,” he said.

Reddy impressed upon the states and UTs to have 
formal polices for the promotion of film tourism. 
Wherever there is an existing policy, the same may 
be strengthened to pave way for film production,” 
Reddy added.

Secretary, Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Apurva Chandra in his detailed ses-
sion on ‘Facilitating Film Tourism in India through 
Film Facilitation’ said India’s film sector has very 
much to offer to the world having skilled manpow-
er, visualisation and sound effects.

“The culture and heritage of India provides an 
enabling environment to the world to shot the best 
films here,” Chandra added.

To provide an enabling environment to the film 
industry, Film Facilitation Office at NFDC with pro-
active nodal officers has been set up as a single 
window mechanism to enable and expedite the is-
suance of film visas to international cast and crew.

Chandra also highlighted India as a hub of anima-
tion, visual effects and gaming. A number of noted 
master pieces, the big budget films have been pro-
duced in India with lesser production costs which is 
a magnet of attraction to the film makers, he added.

Various important sessions of the side event on 
Tourism deliberated upon how to leverage the pow-
er of Film Tourism to promote destinations. The ses-
sions provided an opportunity to the States/ UTs to 
share their policies and best practices which helped 
them develop film tourism. The event also provided 
opportunity to the Industry Stakeholders to give 
their suggestions and feedback on the factors that 
will encourage filmmakers to shoot in various loca-
tions in the country.

Srinagar Blend
a part of the global world, and India, under the 

prime ministership of Narendra Modi, is very cau-
tious of that,” the MoS said.

Singh said India’s challenges, concerns, and 
benchmarks were global, and its growth also has to 
be global.

“That is why Modi is concerned about climate 
challenges. We have also committed to achieving a 
net zero target by 2070,” he added.

The minister said the significance of holding the 
G20 event in Srinagar is that it’s a strange blend of 
our traditional heritage and the most modern infra-
structure with cutting-edge technology.

“Srinagar, Kashmir, has been one of the earli-
est seats of learning both in Persian as well as in 
Sanskrit. It has a wide range of artisanship, and 
craftsmanship, ranging from carpets, embroidery, 
and shawls.

“On the other hand, we have the most advanced in-
frastructural upgraded projects. We have the highest 
railway bridge in the world which is 35 metres higher 
than the Eiffel Tower. It is located over river Chenab 
which is one of largest rivers in India,” he said.

Singh said Jammu and Kashmir also has Asia’s 
longest bi-directional road tunnel which is known 
as Shyama Prasad Mukherjee tunnel - on the 
Srinagar-Jammu national highway.

Referring to India’s presidency of the G20, the 
Union minister said India is ready to share the glob-
al responsibility as far as our obligation towards the 
economy, environment, and society is concerned.

Speaking at the event, Union Tourism Minister G K 
Reddy said he was happy to see that tourism working 
groups were progressing in the right direction.

“I am sure that the joint efforts of all the G20 
members, invited countries, and international or-
ganisations will result in the achievement of the in-
clusive, action-oriented and decisive guidelines for 
the tourism industry,” he said.

The Union tourism minister said he was con-
fident that across the country, wherever the del-
egates would go, Indians will treat them like family.

I wish you to enjoy your stay and return to India 
over and over again with your families, friends and 
citizens of your countries, he added.

India’s G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant while address-
ing the inaugural session, said whatever recommen-
dations the meeting would give, they would find a 
very major place in the final leaders’ communiqu 
which will be issued after the meeting of the lead-
ers on September 9-10.

“It is important because tourism is a very major 
driver of growth, and job creation,” he said.

Kant said five priority areas have been identified 
-- green tourism, digitalisation, skill development, 
tourism MSMEs and destination management -- 
and commendable progress has been made on these 
in the previous meetings.

The G20 tourism track is also working to further 
the achievement of green inclusive and resilient 
tourism development. As the voice of the global 
south, and an emerging economy, India’s presidency 
focussed on tourism has been guided by the efforts 
to build back the tourism sector better following the 
Covid pandemic globally, Kant said.

The tourism sector has a very critical role to play 
in skilling, reskilling and upskilling the tourism sec-
tor, the G20 Sherpa said.

He said over the next two days, the delegates 
will truly experience why Kashmir is known as the 
heaven on earth.

As the prime minister emphasises, tourism is the 
jewel in India’s crown, tourism is a natural magnet. 
The people of Jammu and Kashmir have always 
complimented the natural beauty and bounty of 
this place with their rich tradition of warmth and 
hospitality. This is the bedrock for creating a suc-
cessful tourism experience, Kant added.

He said last year, a record number of tourists -- 
highest in 75 years of India’s Independence - visited 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Kant also said that the number of delegates pres-
ent at the working group meeting in Srinagar was 
the highest amongst all the working group meetings.

“We are very grateful to all of you for joining us 
in this beautiful city of Kashmir in Srinagar. This is 
a record number of delegates that we have received 
amongst all the working groups, and we are very 
thankful to all of you,” he added.

Chief Coordinator for India’s G20 presidency 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla said the country has so far 
hosted 118 meetings under its presidency.

“Srinagar is one of the most iconic tourist loca-
tions, we are really privileged to be here. Last year, 
J&K received a record number of tourists. We expect 
the figures to be higher this year,” he said.

He expressed hope that the meeting would spur a 
greater number of tourists to visit this important location.

“It will bring much-needed cheer to local traders, 
craftsmen who depend on tourism,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Boulevard and Gupkar roads lead-
ing to the Sher-e-Kashmir International Convention 
Centre (SKICC) on the shores of the famous Dal Lake 
here remained off limits for people for the second 
consecutive day on Tuesday.

Security personnel have sealed both roads - 
which approach the meeting venue - as a security 
measure to ensure the event concludes incident-
free, officials said.

The movement of people and transport was not 
allowed and the traffic was diverted through other 
routes, they said.

The officials said security forces have been de-
ployed in strength around the meeting venue as 
well as elsewhere to keep a close vigil.

Checkpoints have been erected at many places in 
the city here and security forces personnel were un-
dertaking random checking and frisking of the vehi-
cles to ensure that no subversive elements manage 
to enter the city.

China’s Loss
said the Ministry of External Affairs will take a 

call on that.
On holding the G20 event in Kashmir, Singh said 

different venues will give an idea to the delegates 
about the places they visit.

“We are not a small, homogeneous nation like 
some countries in Europe. We are a diverse country,” 
the Union Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s 
Office added.

Asked about Pakistani propaganda on Kashmir, the 
minister said the common people have moved on.

“What is most important is that the common 
man has moved on. If you talk to a man on streets 
in Srinagar, he may not talk freely. But with decisive 
action against terror, the veil of fear is being lifted,” 
he added. A day earlier, Singh said Kashmir has 
undergone a change and “common people on the 
streets of Srinagar want to move on. They have lost 
two generations (due to militancy).”

53 Foreign Delegates
Union and other multilateral organisations like 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) and United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). KNO

16 Candidates from

Governor Manoj Sinha has congratulated 
Waseem Ahmad Bhat, Parsanjeet Kour and others 
for the feat.

“Congratulations Waseem Ahmad Bhat and 
Parsanjeet Kour. With 7th and 11th rank respective-
ly in UPSC Civil Services examination, you have done 
us really proud. Your achievements will inspire all 
the youth of J&K. Best Wishes to all those who suc-
cessfully cleared the exam,” LG Tweeted.

Political parties too congratulated candidates on 
their success.

“We extend our heartfelt congratulations to 
Waseem Ahmad Bhat from Anantnag district for 
securing the 7th rank, and to Prasanjeet Kour 
from Poonch district for securing the 11th rank in 
the UPSC CSE 2022 Final Result,” the party said on 
Twitter.

It also wished luck to those who could not make 
it to the final list.

“To those who were unable to achieve their de-
sired outcome, we wish them the best of luck in 
their future endeavours and trust that they will find 
success in whatever path life unfolds before them,” 
the NC said.

Apni Party president Altaf Bukhari said it was a 
proud moment for Jammu and Kashmir.

“I extend my heartiest greetings to the UPSC as-
pirants from J&K for qualifying for the exam with 
flying colours. Many Many Congratulations to 
Prasanjeet Kour from Poonch and Waseem Ahmad 
Bhat from Anantnag for qualifying UPSC exam as it 
is a proud moment for us,” he said.

Hard Work & Family
Institute of Technology, Srinagar. In 2019, Bhat 

graduated from NIT as a civil engineer while in 
2021, Bhat secured 225 overall rank in the UPSC Civil 
Services exam.

Parshanjeet Kour from Poonch said that she re-
lied on self-studies with no coaching at all.

“Hard work, dedication and motivational support 
by the family are my success catalysts,” the 23-year-
old UPSC qualifier said.

“I had high hopes of qualifying for this prestigious 
exam but was not sure about such a good rank,” she 
said. Parshanjeet also qualified for Jammu and Kashmir 
Administrative Services this year at the 11th mark. She 
had her basic schooling from Poonch and completed 
her graduation from Poonch Degree College; then pur-
sued Masters from the University of Jammu.

Similarly, Dr Iram, a student of medical studies and 
a pass-out of MBBS in 2000, left her medical profes-
sion to become a civil servant. She originally hails from 
the remote Leeran village of Darhal tehsil in the Rajouri 
district but the family presently lives in Jammu.

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) 
held the main examination for the Civil Services in 
September 2022 and Personal Interviews between 
January and May 2023. A total of 933 candidates 
have been recommended for IAS, IPS, IFS, IRS, and 
other civil services posts.

The UPSC preliminary exam was held on June 5, 
2022 and the results were released in June 2022. The 
main examination was conducted from September 16 
to 25 and the results declared on December 6 followed 
by viva-voce on May 18, 2023. --With Inputs from KNO

Ladakh Parties
implemented. We have said it before and re-

peated it now, that we aren’t against the dialogue 
process but we want to make it clear that we are 
ready to sacrifice anything to press our demands,” 
he added.

LAB member, Cherring Dorjay Lakruk told 
Kashmir Observer that since there was no response 
from the centre, it was decided to hold a fresh meet-
ing with the government of India.

The two groups were formed in the twin districts 
following the region’s resentment against the cen-
tral government for failing to provide constitutional, 
job, and land safeguard to the region after the cre-
ation of a separate Union Territory in August 2019.

It may be noted that on January 3, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) constituted a high-powered 
committee headed by Minister of State Nityanand 
Rai to “ensure protection of land and employment” 
for the people of Ladakh.  But the Apex Bodies de-
cided to stay away from the Centre’s High Powered 
Committee (HPC).

However, after six months, both the groups de-
cided to soften their stand and announced “uncon-
ditional talks”.

Earlier, the representatives were demanding to 
change the agenda for the dialogue and trim down 
the members of the High Powered Committee (HPC).

The four point agenda includes full-fledged state-
hood for Ladakh; constitutional safeguards under 
the 6th schedule of the Indian Constitution, early 
recruitment process & PSC for Ladakh and separate 
Lok Sabha seats for Leh and Kargil districts.

KDA leader Sajjad Kargili told Kashmir Observer 
that there was communication from the govern-
ment of India to hold the dialogue without any 
agenda and today it was decided in the meeting to 
resume talks without any conditions.

Notably, the Leh region witnessed massive pro-
test in January this year after top environmentalist 
Sonam Wangchuk had announced a five-day long 
climate fast at 18,380 feet high Khardung La pass to 
invite attention of the BJP-led Centre to address the 
demands of Ladakhis.

Both the leaders from the Buddhist majority-Leh 
and Muslim majority Kargil are on the same page 
and have organised a number of protests to press 
their demands. The leaders have been demanding 
Constitutional safeguards on the lines of 6th sched-
ule of the Indian Constitution.

Rains In Plains,
above normal for the summer capital.
Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of 10.8°C 

against 9.0°C on the previous night while the tourist 
resort of Pahalgam in South Kashmir recorded a low 
of 10.2°C against 6.2°C on the previous night.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury settled at 
12.6°C against 9.4°C on the previous night and it was 
2.2°C above normal for the north Kashmir area.

Kokernag recorded a low of 11.6°C against 11.8°C 
on the previous night and it was 1.5°C above normal 
for the place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 9.0°C against 9.5°C on 
previous night and it was above normal by 2.2°C for 
the world famous skiing resort in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 26.4°C against 25.1°C  
on the previous night and it was 2.0°C above normal 
for J&K’s winter capital, he said.

Banihal recorded a low of 14.7°C (above normal 
by 2.7°C), Batote 17.3°C (2.8°C above normal), Katra 
24.4°C (3.4°C above normal) and Bhaderwah 12.7°C 
(above normal by 2.1°C). Ladakh’s Leh and Kargil 
recorded a low of 5.0°C and 9.9°C respectively, he 
said. (GNS)
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G-20 Delegates Moved 
By Breathtaking Artwork 
Of Kashmiri Artisans

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Department 
of Handicraft organized a 
spectacular exhibition at the 
Sher-e-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC) 
Srinagar to coincide with the 
highly anticipated G-20 sum-
mit being hosted in the Valley 
for the first time.

An official said that the ini-
tiative aims to provide local 
artisans and craftsmen with a 
unique opportunity to display 
their exceptional talent on the 
international stage. "Dozens of 
stalls have been meticulously 
set up on the lush lawns of 
SKICC, each offering a mesmer-
izing glimpse into the world of 
Kashmiri crafts," he said.

"Visitors to the exhibition 
were captivated by a diverse 
range of exquisite creations, 
including the renowned Pash-
mina shawls, intricate silk car-
pets, masterful wood carvings, 
delicate paper mache artwork, 
ornate copper utensils, and 
tantalizing organic foods," the 
official said, adding that the 
vibrant hues of the Pashmina 
shawls, hand-woven with ut-
most precision, transported 
visitors to a world of elegance 
and luxury.

He further said that the pa-
per mache artwork, with its 
delicate layers and vibrant col-
ors, narrated stories of artistic 
heritage and creativity. "As 
visitors admired the shimmer-
ing copper utensils, they mar-
veled at the skillful techniques 
employed by artisans, passed 
down through generations," 
he added.

"Each creation, carefully 

crafted by skilled artisans, told 
a unique story of tradition, 
passion, and cultural richness, 
leaving a lasting impression on 
all who witnessed their splen-
dor," he said.

Adding an immersive experi-
ence to the exhibition, accom-
plished artisans have been in-
vited to showcase the intricate 
process of crafting these cher-
ished products to the esteemed 
delegates attending the G20 
summit. Their skilled hands 
and artistic flair will unveil 
the hidden secrets behind the 
creation of each masterpiece, 
leaving spectators in awe.

The artisans, brimming 
with pride and gratitude, rec-
ognize the immense value of 
participating in the G20 sum-
mit. Termed the occasion as a 
pivotal gateway to the inter-
national market, they said it 
is offering their craftsmanship 
the global recognition it truly 
deserves.

They further expressed that 
during the showcase session of 
their products, several foreign 
guests displayed a keen inter-
est and even purchased some 

items. In addition to their pur-
chases, they also placed orders 
for various other products, 
demonstrating their enthusi-
asm for the exquisite crafts-
manship of Kashmiri artisans.

Shahnawaz Ahmad, a Silk 
Carpet Expert, speaks on be-
half of his fellow artisans, 
expressing hope that the gov-
ernment will continue orga-
nizing similar other events in 
the Valley. He believes that 
such platforms are invaluable 
for showcasing and promoting 
Kashmiri crafts worldwide, ul-
timately reaching customers in 
every corner of the globe.

Another talented artisan, 
Maqbool Jan, a papier mache 
artist, radiates optimism as he 
envisions the exposure gained 
from the G20 summit propel-
ling their products to new glob-
al heights. With aspirations to 
create more opportunities for 
the local artisan community, 
Jan said that these events not 
only present a chance to sell 
their crafts but also introduce 
them to e-commerce plat-
forms, expanding their reach 
even further. —(KNO)

Court Refuses To 
Release Passport Of 
Para’s Brother-In-Law

DPAP Wants To Build J&K 
As Welfare State: Azad

J&K Bank Wins 
Laurels By Earning 
Highest-Ever Net Profit
The Bank Seems Well Placed To Register A Very 
Positive Growth In The Coming Financial Year: Expert

Efforts Intensified To Make Public 
Places Smoking-Free In Kargil

Auqib Javeed

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank has achieved 
a historic milestone in its re-
markable journey of public 
service by earning highest-ev-
er net annual profit of nearly 
Rs 1200 crore in the last fi-
nancial year, earning laurels 
within the Union Territory and 
outside

With a decade-high capital 
adequacy ratio of 15.39 per 
cent and NPAs at an eight-year 
low of 6.04 per cent, the bank 
also recorded its highest-ever 
quarterly profit of Rs 476 crore 
in the last quarter

“Jammu and Kashmir Bank 
has recorded Rs 1,197 crore as 
net profit for FY 2022-23 which 
is the highest ever annual prof-
it,” a bank official told Kashmir 
Observer.

Terming the revenue figures 
“unprecedented”, the official 
said that the bank has con-
stantly worked on its expendi-
tures and rationalized it.

“One of the expenses would be 
audit expenses wherein the bank 
would spend a whooping Rs 22 
crore annually—that too was ra-
tionalized and brought down to 
Rs 15 crore only,” he said.

Ejaz Ayoub, an economic re-
searcher, told Kashmir Observ-
er that the bank has been doing 
quite well in terms of cleaning 
its balance sheet from the last 
6-8 quarters.

Ayoub said that bank’s 
growth in advances has been 
pretty robust and the NPA cov-
erage at 86.30 and capital ad-
equacy at 15.39 in particular, 
shows remarkable stability in 
the financials.

“Growth in deposits has been 
a bit off which has resulted in 
reliance on costly borrow-
ings. Growth in the investment 
portfolio too has not been in 
sync with the rest of the bal-
ance sheet,” Ayoub said, adding  
“With core economic sectors 
showing signs of recovery and 
stable fundamentals, the bank 
seems well placed to register 
a very positive growth in the 
coming financial year,”

The business community 
in the Valley also feels that 
the new working method 
and digital transformation 
journey of the bank has ben-
efited the traders and other 
entrepreneurs.

President, Kashmir Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(KCC&I), Javid Ahmad Tenga 
said that the bank’s dealing 
with the traders is improving.

“The bank is now disciplined 
and the process is going on. 
There are some issues that we 
will take up with the higher 
authorities. We’re hopeful that 
they will be addressed,” Tenga 
added.

He suggested the bank to 
empower branch heads and 

zonal heads to take call on 
overdraft facilities to its cus-
tomers. He also said that there 
should be the facility of one 
time settlement (OTS) scheme 
for the traders as well.

Sources said, the bank has in-
troduced Straight Through Pro-
cess (STP), extended branches, 
revamped credit structures, 
improved the customer care 
call system and established 
large credit units, popularly 
known as LCUs – across all 
Zones.

Sources further said that 
J&K bank has financed 96000 
youth in the “Back to village” 
programme of the Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha led dis-
pensation in a year.

Commenting upon the an-
nual numbers, MD & CEO 
Baldev Prakash said, “With 
historic yearly profit, highest-
ever quarterly net, decadal 
high CRAR, best asset-quality 
figures over last 8 years; it’s a 
great feeling to deliver better-
than-promised annual num-
bers. I feel completely satisfied 
to see that we have gotten bet-
ter at operating our business 
efficiently.”

“Looking back to March 2022 
with these sets of numbers, I 
see an unmistakable shift in 
performance as well as the 
functioning of the Bank. Right 
from financials, operations 
and business to compliance 
and vastly improved corpo-
rate governance, the leap from 
turn-around to transformation 
is quite perceptible as well as 
promising,” he added.

However, the sources said that 
auditors were ‘unhappy’ with 
rationalizing audit expenses.

“Because it hasn’t served 
them any benefits and they 
have kept the financial result 
questionable,” they added.

The people questioning the 
methods used in declaring fi-
nancial results, the official said, 
have now pleaded for interven-
tion from the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI).

The sources said that the 
auditors have put a "qualifi-
cation" on the financial re-
sults and that the Employees 
Stock Purchase Scheme (ESPS)  
implementation needs to be 
looked at.

"Bank sought the opinion 
of a leading law firm that has 
opined that the bank's version 
is justified.  But as a precau-
tionary measure the bank has 
not taken the amount of ESPS 
amounting to some 300 crores 
into account in the balance 
sheet that would otherwise 
further strengthen the CRAR," 
sources said.

M Ahmad

SRINAGAR: Special Judge Des-
ignated Under NIA Act Srinagar 
has rejected an application 
seeking release of various ar-
ticles seized from brother-in-
law of Waheed-Ur-
Rehman Para, a PDP 
leader, in connection 
with a case registered 
against later.

CIK had on Decem-
ber 30, 2020 seized 
Mobile Phone—Red-
mi Note 8 and Pass-
port of Para’s brother-in-law, 
Abdal Ahmad Bhat of Murran 
Pulwama in connection with 
case (FIR NO. 31/2020).

 “The bare perusal of the po-
lice report and case file tran-
spires that the articles in ques-
tion have been seized by the 
police in the above said FIR and 
the investigation of the case 
as per the police report has 
partially been completed and 
the seized property is further 
required for the purpose of in-
vestigation by the Investigating 
Agency,” Sandeep Gandotra, the 
presiding officer of the court, 
said. “Since the formal request 
through MLAT (Mutual Legal 
Assistance Treaties) has already 
been initiated with the foreign 
country (USA) through the Min-
istry of Home Affairs Govt. of 
India with the respect to the 
extraction of evidence from 
the seized articles in the above 
titled case and it is further re-
quired by the Investigating as 
such, this court cannot release 
the article(s)/document(s) in 
question at this stage, even tem-
porarily on the Superdnama of 

the petitioners,” the court said 
and rejected Bhat’s application.

In its report, police stated 
that “some political functionar-
ies misused their membership, 
position and affiliation with the 
political parties and have as a 

part of criminal con-
spiracy, established 
clandestine connec-
tion and relations with 
different Pakistani 
supported (militant) 
and secessionist or-
ganizations operating 
in J&K for a populace, 

countering the influence of ri-
val political parties and their 
members, protecting their own 
financial and business interests 
and with medium term mo-
tives of winning the trust of the 
Pakistani establishment, deal-
ing with subversion in Kashmir 
including those in the United 
Jihad Council.”

Police further said that dur-
ing the course of investigation 
search of the houses of sus-
pects including one Mst. Soozi 
Jan Wife of Abdaal Ahmad and 
the articles and documents 
were seized from her house 
and not Bhat’s residence.

Earlier Bhat had contended 
that he has neither arrayed as 
accused nor arrested in the FIR 
and that he is not involved in 
any of the offences in the case. 
He said the charge sheet of the 
case has already been produced 
before the court and that he has 
also not been arrayed as witness 
in the case. The mobile and doc-
uments seized by the police are 
not directly or indirectly con-
nected with the facts and evi-
dence of the case, he had said.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party chief Ghulam 
Nabi Azad on Tuesday said his 
party wants to build Jammu and 
Kashmir as a welfare 
state where people 
themselves are willing 
to pay the taxes and 
sought their whole-
hearted support.

Azad also came 
down heavily on the 
government for its 
eviction drive to re-
trieve state and 'Roshni' land and 
said he will bring back the "Ro-
shni scheme" if his party forms 
the government.

The Jammu and Kashmir State 
Lands (Vesting of Ownership to 
the Occupants) Act -- popularly 
called the "Roshni scheme" -- 
was enacted in 2001 with the 
twin objectives of generating 
resources to finance power proj-
ects and conferring proprietary 
rights to occupants of state lands.

The act initially envisaged 
conferring proprietary rights for 
around 1,02,750 hectares to the 
occupants of which only 15.85 
per cent land was approved for 
vesting of ownership rights.

The scheme was repealed by 
Satya Pal Malik, the then-gov-
ernor of the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir, in November 2018. The 
Jammu and Kashmir High Court 
in October 2020 declared the 
act "illegal, unconstitutional and 
unsustainable" and ordered a CBI 
probe into the allotment of land 
under the law.

"It was the Democratic Pro-

gressive Azad Party that fought 
a regressive anti-people move of 
land eviction by the government 
in the winters (earlier this year) 
and forced (the administration) to 
withdraw the order. Such peace-

ful protests and politi-
cal battles will be com-
mon to the Democratic 
Progressive Azad Party 
when it comes to the in-
terests of the poor and 
the needy people," Azad 
said while addressing a 
workers' convention in 
Udhampur.

Azad added his party is ready 
to face the consequences for its 
pro-people policies.

"We can even face lathis on 
the roads if needed to protect the 
interests of the people," he said.

Terming the retrieval of 'Ro-
shni land' from people as a "di-
saster", the former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister said he 
will bring back the act if his party 
comes to power.

The Democratic Progressive 
Azad Party stands firm in its 
commitment to justice and in-
clusiveness, embracing individu-
als regardless of religion, region 
or caste, Azad said.

"We will continue to fight for 
the rights of the people, irrespec-
tive of caste, religion, and (we) 
will have no space for those who 
resort to discrimination among 
people The Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party is a hope in these 
trying times that only believes 
in healthy politics unlike parties 
that have no agenda other than 
to divide people along religious 
lines," he said.

Press Trust Of India

KARGIL: Authorities in Kargil dis-
trict of Ladakh have directed for 
strict enforcement of Cigarette and 
Other Tobacco Product Act (COPTA) 
to make public places smoking-
free, an official said on Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Kargil, Santosh Sukhadeve 
expressed concern over the 
involvement of minors and 
school-going children in tobac-
co use and directed the Ladakh 
Autonomous Hill Development 
Council (LAHDC), Kargil and 
principles of various schools to 
hold awareness programmes 
in schools to aware children 
about the ill effects of tobacco.

Sukhadeve was speaking at a 
meeting to chalk out a plan to en-
sure visible impact of implemen-
tation of COPTA on the ground 
through effective surveillance 
and feedback mechanism as well 
as taking timely measures to curb 

the menace of tobacco products, 
the official said.

The deputy commissioner 
directed the officers concerned 
of police, health and educa-
tion departments to come out 
with a collective and effective 
plan for the implementation of 
COPTA and against the tobacco 
menace in the district.

Sukhadeve also directed for 
special programmes at vari-
ous workplaces where migrant 
labourers are working in large 
numbers to make them aware 
about the ill-effects of the con-
sumption of tobacco products, 
the official said.

He directed police to strictly 
monitor the shopkeepers that 
sell tobacco products within 
the 100-metre vicinity of the 
school area. He directed for 
mobilisation of police person-
nel and regular vigilance in the 
market areas and to make pub-
lic places smoking-free.

'Poonch Is Very Happy'

A Town Celebrates As Its Daughter 
Secures 11th Rank In IAS Exam

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The border town of 
Poonch is often in the news for 
wrong reasons -- it cops terror 
attacks, witnesses intense secu-
rity operations against militants 
and is no stranger to sounds of 
gunshots and bullets.

But Poonch is very happy to-
day. One of its residents, Parsan-
jeet Kour, has secured the 11th 
rank in the Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) examination con-
ducted by the Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC). As the 
news of her success spread, the 
town burst into jubilation.

"We knew she would qualify, 
but to score such a good rank is 
amazing," her uncle Uncle Prathi-
pal Singh said. "Poonch is very 
happy."

Kour, a daughter of pharmacist 
Nirmal Singh and Darshan Kour, 
expressed her desire to serve the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir 
with a particular focus on the 
healthcare and education sectors.

"I will choose to become an 
IAS officer and work for the bet-
terment of the people in Jammu 
and Kashmir. There are numer-
ous challenges in the healthcare 
and education sectors in Poonch, 
and I am determined to address 
them," she said. She expressed 
immense happiness about her 
success. "We are all overjoyed. 
There are no bounds to our hap-
piness. My family is extremely 
proud as well."

Kour completed her educa-
tion up to graduation in Poonch 
and obtained her Masters from 
Jammu University. She attributed 
her success to self-study. "I relied 
on self-study and joined a test se-
ries. Hard work, consistency, and 
patience were crucial factors in 
my journey," she added.

Acknowledging the support of 
her family throughout her prepa-
ration, Kour said, "I had hoped to 
clear the examination, but I didn't 
expect to secure such a high rank. 
Examinations are unpredictable."

Previously, Kour cracked the 
Jammu and Kashmir Administra-
tive Service (JKAS) examination 
in 2021 and is currently undergo-
ing training in the summer capi-
tal, Srinagar.

Kour emphasised the impor-
tance of dedicating 7 to 8 hours 
per day for studying. "My teach-
ers are pleased with my dedica-
tion," she shared.

Kour cleared the Jammu 
and Kashmir Administrative 

service (JKAS) examination in 
2021 and is undergoing train-
ing in Srinagar.

As the UPSC declared the re-
sults this afternoon, hundreds of 
people including her neighbours 
and kin thronged to her house in 
the radio station area to greet the 
family.

Her father still can't believe 
what her daughter has achieved. 
"We never expected her to score 
the 11th rank in the civil exami-
nation, although we were confi-
dent she would crack this exami-
nation. I can't say how happy we 
all are," he told reporters here. 
"We are all proud of her."

He said she was always dedi-
cated to her studies and cracked 
the examination without any 
coaching.

Uncle Prathipal Singh said 
Kour used to dedicate most of her 
time to studies. "Our daughter is 
very simple. Her aim to achieve 
something big in life has been 
fulfilled today. She cracked KAS 
and IAS without any coaching."

He said she completed her 
M.Sc this year. "She got 32 rank 
in KAS but was unhappy and ap-
peared in the examination again. 
Result of which is still awaited," 
he said.

She had told the family that 

she did well in the UPSC exami-
nation as well. "We knew that 
she would qualify. but to score 
such a good rank is amazing," the 
uncle said.

Political parties, including the 
National Conference (NC) and 
Apni Party, too congratulated her.

"We extend our heartfelt con-
gratulations to Waseem Ahmad 
Bhat from Anantnag district for 
securing the 7th rank, and to 
Prasanjeet Kour from Poonch dis-
trict for securing the 11th rank in 
the UPSC CSE 2022 Final Result," 
the party said on Twitter.

It also wished luck to those 
who could not make it to the fi-
nal list.

"To those who were unable to 
achieve their desired outcome, 
we wish them the best of luck 
in their future endeavour's and 
trust that they will find success in 
whatever path life unfolds before 
them," the NC said.

Poonch and its neighbouring 
Rajouri district have witnessed 
an increasing number of terror 
attacks orchestrated from across 
the border, with officials saying 26 
Army personnel, including three 
officers and five paratroopers, and 
seven civilians have been killed in 
eight terror attacks since October 
11, 2021 in the twin districts.

Unique Coaching For NEET 
Aspirants In Kishtwar
JAMMU: To facilitate students 
who face financial constraints in 
accessing coaching outside the 
district, authorities in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Kishtwar have come out 
with a unique offline-cum-online 
coaching programme for NEET as-
pirants, an official said on Tuesday.

Scheduled to commence on 
Thursday, the 10-month-long 
course will include interactive and 
doubt-clearance sessions facili-
tated by experienced faculty mem-
bers from Akash and BYJUS, two 
renowned private players in the 
education sector, the official said.

The coaching programme was 
e-inaugurated by Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu, Ramesh Kumar 
on Monday at the newly construct-
ed auditorium of Government De-
gree College (GDC) Kishtwar and 
attended by around 200 enrolled 
NEET aspirants and guests, he said.

"This ground-breaking initiative 
sets a precedent for future edu-
cational programmes, fostering 

a prosperous career path for the 
deserving students of Kishtwar," 
Deputy Commissioner Devansh 
Yadav.

He said the programme offers 
both online and offline classes, 
utilising the state-of-the-art au-
ditorium with its recently installed 
projector facility at GDC Kishtwar.

The coaching programme aims 
at ensuring an efficient learning 
experience, supported by logistic 
arrangements, advanced audio-
visual aids, comfortable seating 
arrangements.

Besides other incentives for 
NEET aspirants will be provided 
including all-India test services, 
premium content e-subscription 
and live doubt-solving sessions, 
Yadav said.

He said the initiative was taken 
by the district administration to 
provide coaching to the students, 
particularly girls, who face financial 
constraints in accessing coaching 
outside the district.

Electrocuted Labourer Succumbs 
To Injuries After 4 Days

Municipal Committee Handwara 
Demolishes 'Illegal' Under-
construction Shopping Complex

Agencies

HANDWARA: Municipal Com-
mittee Handwara demolished 
an ‘illegal’ under-construction 
shopping complex, coming up 
within the township, on Tues-
day, official sources said.

They told a local news agen-
cy GNS that an under-construc-
tion shopping complex on the 
land with Khasra number 1464, 
65, 66, 67 and 71 was demol-
ished by the Municipal Com-
mittee Handwara after people 
flagged concern over its alleged 

illegal construction within the 
Municipal limits.

 “Taking cognizance of the 
concern expressed by people, 
the Municipal Committee 
swung into action and razed 
the structure to ground today”, 
they said.

The Municipal Committee 
concerned, the sources said, 
have dealt a stern warning to 
the public to refrain from in-
volving themselves in any sort 
of construction without prior 
permission from the relevant 
offices.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A labourer injured 
in an electrocution incident 
last week at Dilbagh area in 
Lolab of north Kashmir’s Kup-
wara, has succumbed at a hos-
pital here on Tuesday morning.

An official told GNS that 
Aadil Ahmad Sheikh of Thun-
doosa Lolab and Aijaz Ahmad 
Mir of Chrali Gund Lalpora 
were hospitalized with injuries 
after receiving an electric shock 
at Dilbagh area in Lolab on Fri-
day last when an iron pole they 
were erecting, touched a high-

tension electric wire overhead.
The duo was evacuated from 

the site to SDH Sogam, from 
where both of them were re-
ferred to District Hospital 
Handwara for preferential 
treatment.

 “Among the injured, Aadil 
Ahmad Sheikh was further re-
ferred to SKIMS Soura, where 
he succumbed this morning”, 
the official said.

When contacted, a police of-
ficial told GNS that they have 
already registered a case in this 
regard with investigations go-
ing on.
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More Than 71 Million 
People Internally Displaced 
Worldwide In 2022
Geneva, Switzerland: A "perfect 
storm" of overlapping crises 
forced tens of millions to flee 
within their own country last 
year, sending the number of 
internally displaced people to 
a record high, monitors said on 
Thursday.

An unprecedented 71.1 mil-
lion internally displaced people 
(IDPs) were registered in 2022 
-- up 20 percent from a year ear-
lier -- amid mass displacement 
for Russia's war in Ukraine, as 
well as by the monsoon floods 
that drenched Pakistan.

A full 60.9 million new in-
ternal displacements were 
meanwhile reported in 2022, 
with some people forced to 
flee multiple times during the 
year, according to a joint report 
by the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre (IDMC) and 
the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC).

That marks an all-time high 
for new internal displacements, 
and an increase of 60 percent 
compared to the some 38 mil-
lion fresh displacements seen 
in 2021.

That number is "extremely 
high", IDMC chief Alexandra Bi-
lak told AFP.

"Much of the increase is 
caused, of course, by the war 
in Ukraine, but also by floods 
in Pakistan, by new and ongo-
ing conflicts across the world, 
and by a number of sudden and 
slow onset disasters that we've 
seen from the Americas all the 
way to the Pacific."

'Very volatile'
Last year, new internal 

displacements from conflict 
surged to 28.3 million -- nearly 
doubling from a year earlier 
and three times higher than the 
annual average over the past 
decade.

Beyond the 17 million dis-
placements inside Ukraine last 
year, eight million were forced 
from their homes by Pakistan's 
monster floods.

Sub-Saharan Africa saw 
around 16.5 million displace-
ments -- more than half of 
them due to conflict, especially 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and in Ethiopia.

The global internal displace-
ment figures are only expected 
to grow this year, driven in 
part by fresh conflicts like the 
violence ravaging Sudan forcing 
hundreds of thousands to flee.

More than 700,000 people 
have already become internally 
displaced by the fighting that 
erupted on April 15, while an-
other 150,000 people have fled 
the country, according to UN 
numbers.

"Since the start of the... most 
recent conflict in April, we've 
already recorded the same 
number of displacements as we 
did for the whole year in 2022," 
Bilak said.

"Clearly, it's a very volatile sit-
uation on the ground," she said, 
pointing out that those being 
newly displaced by the fighting 
were joining the ranks of more 
than three million people al-
ready displaced across Sudan.

'Food security crisis'
While internal displacement 

is a global phenomenon, nearly 
three quarters of the world's IDPs 
live in just 10 countries: Syria, 

Afghanistan, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Ukraine, Colom-
bia, Ethiopia, Yemen, Nigeria, So-
malia and Sudan.

Many of them remain dis-
placed due to unresolved con-
flicts that have dragged on for 
years and continued to force 
people to flee their homes last 
year.

And even as conflict-related 
displacement surged, natural 
disasters continued to account 
for most new internal displace-
ment, spurring 32.6 million 
such movements in 2022 -- up 
40 percent from a year earlier.

NRC chief Jan Egeland de-
scribed the overlapping crises 
spurring ever more displace-
ment around the world as a 
"perfect storm".

"Conflict and disasters com-
bined last year to aggravate 
people's pre-existing vulner-
abilities and inequalities, trig-
gering displacement on a scale 
never seen before," he said in a 
statement.

"The war in Ukraine also 
fuelled a global food security 
crisis that hit the internally dis-
placed hardest," he said.

"This perfect storm has un-
dermined years of progress 
made in reducing global hunger 
and malnutrition."

One Year On, Family, 
Friends, And Fans Honour 
Shireen Abu Akleh
Agenceis

One year after veteran Al Jazeera 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh was 
killed by Israeli forces, nobody 
has been brought to justice for 
her murder.

The Palestinian American jour-
nalist – beloved by viewers across 
the Middle East and the world – 
was killed by an Israeli sniper on 
May 11, 2022, while covering an Is-
raeli raid in the Jenin refugee camp.

Shireen joined Al Jazeera in 
1997 as a field journalist, one of 
a few female Palestinian journal-
ists at the time, and her career 
has blazed a trail for many young 
women aspiring to be journalists.

Demands for justice for 
Shireen’s killing have so far re-
mained unanswered.

In December, Al Jazeera Media 
Network asked the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) to investi-
gate but no action has been taken.

The network conducted a six-
month investigation to gather 
evidence for the request, which in-
cluded witness accounts and video 
footage, among other material.

The United States has had a 
shifting position on the killing of 
one of its citizens, with State De-
partment spokesman Ned Price 
telling reporters at the time: “We 
oppose it in this case … We main-
tain our longstanding objections 
to the ICC’s investigation into the 
Palestinian situation.”

The US position has been that 
the killing of Shireen was by Is-
raeli gunfire and that it has “no 
reason to believe that this was 

intentional”. But this was not 
the result of an investigation by 
Washington, which her family 
has long called for, but rather a 
“summation” of Israeli and Pal-
estinian investigations by the US 
security coordinator.

The network said it will continue 
to “ensure her killers are held ac-
countable, including through the 
International Criminal Court in The 
Hague”, in a statement on Thursday.

“The Network renews its ap-
peal to international human 
rights and press freedom orga-
nizations to continue to support 
Shireen’s case and help end im-
punity for crimes against journal-
ists,” the statement said.

Several memorial services are 
taking place on Thursday to hon-
our her unique style of journal-
ism and mark the anniversary of 
her murder.

In Doha, Qatar, Al Jazeera staff 
attended a memorial event where 
her legacy as a reporter with the 
24-hour Arabic news channel was 
commemorated.

In the occupied West Bank, a 
foundation stone will be laid for 
a museum dedicated to her in 
Ramallah. Bir Zeit University will 
soon announce three winners of a 
media award named after Shireen.

On Tuesday, hundreds attend-
ed a cultural memorial organised 
by the Popular Art Center (PAC), a 
Ramallah-based Palestinian cul-
tural organisation. On Sunday, 
hundreds of Shireen’s friends and 
family gathered in Beit Hanina, 
occupied East Jerusalem, for a 
memorial mass in her honour.

IT Ministry To Send 
Notice To WhatsApp Over 
International Spam Calls
New Delhi: The IT Ministry will 
send a notice to WhatsApp on the 
issue of spam calls from unknown 
international numbers, Minister of 
State for IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
said today, asserting that the onus 
of ensuring user safety lies with 
the digital platforms.

The digital platforms are re-
sponsible and accountable for 
ensuring the safety of 'digital 
nagriks', the minister said, adding 
that the government will respond 
to every instance of alleged misuse 
or alleged breach of users' privacy.

The minister's comments as-
sume significance as WhatsApp 
users in India have reported a 
massive surge in incoming inter-
national spam calls over the past 
few days. Many users complained 
on Twitter that a major chunk of 
these spam calls had country codes 
belonging to Indonesia (+62), Viet-
nam (+84), Malaysia (+60), Kenya 
(+254) and Ethiopia (+251).

Mr Chandrasekhar on Tuesday 
said the ministry is taking note of 
the matter and will send a notice 
to WhatsApp on the issue.

"The Ministry is taking note of 
it, they will send them a notice," 
he told reporters on the sidelines 
of an event organised by the Pub-
lic Affairs Forum of India (PAFI).

He also said that the govern-
ment is mulling guidelines on 
what should be permissions for 
preloaded apps.  The minister 
made it clear that the platforms 
are responsible for ensuring the 
safety and trust of users.

"I have said repeatedly that 
openness trust, safety and ac-
countability are the responsi-
bility of platforms who deliver 
to digital nagriks," the minister 
noted.

If there is an issue of spam, it 
is certainly an issue WhatsApp 
should look at or any messen-
ger platform should look at, he 
added.

"Government will respond to 
every alleged misuse or alleged 
breach of privacy," he said.

One of the problems being ex-
amined at this point is also how 
these numbers are accessed by 
scammers.

"How are they able to iden-
tify which numbers are on What-
sApp...are they doing it blindly...is 
it some database they have got? If 
there is a database it is a violation 
of privacy, or if not are they are 
doing it through a bot... sending 
messages to random numbers... 
But that is certainly something 
platforms will be asked to look 
at," he said.

Chandrasekhar tweeted on 
Wednesday that the govern-
ment will investigate a claim that 
WhatsApp accessed the micro-
phone of smartphone users while 
the phone was not in use.

In a tweet, the minister had 
said the government will exam-
ine the alleged breach of privacy 
even as the new Digital Personal 
Data Protection Bill was being 
readied.

This followed a claim that 
WhatsApp accessed a user's mi-
crophone while he was sleeping.

WhatsApp responded say-
ing it has been in touch with the 
Twitter engineer over the last 24 
hours, who posted an issue with 
his Pixel phone and WhatsApp.

"We believe this is a bug on 
Android that misattributes in-
formation in their Privacy Dash-
board and have asked Google 
to investigate and remediate," 
WhatsApp said in a tweet.

The company also claimed that 
users have full control over their 
mic settings.

To a question on some online 
gaming platforms opposing any 
idea of the self-regulatory organ-
isation (SRO) backed by the asso-
ciation IAMAI, the minister said it 
has already been clarified during 
the consultation process that no 
existing industry organisation 
can be an SRO.

"SRO has to be notified by the 
Ministry, which means SRO has 
to be approved by the Ministry as 
meeting criteria laid down in on-
line gaming rules. There will be 
SRO that will be formed...100 will 
apply, and three will be selected 
based on who is most transpar-
ent, inclusive and who represents 
most stakeholders and who is 
more credible," the minister said.

IPL 2023: MI Take On 
LSG In 2nd Qualifier

Inter District Sports 
Tourney Begins At Srinagar

Inter Division Sports Events 
Commence In Jammu

7 Arrested In Spain Over 
Vinícius Jr. Racial Abuse

Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: The batting unit fi-
nally clicking and a rather dra-
matic entry into the IPL play-
offs will make Mumbai Indians 
a more confident side when 
they meet the plucky Lucknow 
Super Giants in the Eliminator 
here on Wednesday.

Mumbai Indians have a 
come a long from their woeful 
performance last year, when 
they came up with one of their 
worst showings in IPL, finish-
ing last.

Having come this far in IPL 
2023 after Gujarat Titans did 
them a good turn by defeating 
Royal Challengers Bangalore 
and pitch-forking the five-
time champions into the Elim-
inator against Lucknow Super 
Giants, the Rohit Sharma-led 
side would like to make the 
most of the proverbial 'life' to 
go the distance and win their 
sixth title.

Lucknow Super Giants 
would know all too well that 
they were eliminated at the 
same stage last year by RCB 
after being one of the most 
dominating sides.

They have looked a cohe-
sive side despite the absence 

of regular skipper KL Rahul 
but the way Krunal Pandya 
has tactfully marshalled his 
resources would once again be 
crucial as they meet the most 
successful IPL side that seems 
to have found its mojo after 
striking success at the back-
end of the tournament.

One cannot overestimate 
the contribution of tall Aus-
tralian all-rounder Cameron 
Green, who smacked an un-
beaten century to help MI win 
their last league game against 
Sunrisers Hyderabad before 
GT defeated RCB.

Green (381 runs), along 
with a resurgent Suryakumar 
Yadav (511 runs, one century, 
four fifties), skipper Rohit 
(313) and Ishan Kishan (439), 
will be their key batters when 
they taken on LGS in the do-
or-die clash.

With Mumbai's batting 
puzzle finally falling in place, 
LSG bowlers will be aware that 
they have a task on hand to 
contain the likes of Rohit and 
Co. if they get going.

Here, leg-spinner Ravi Bish-
noi will have a big role to play 
if the team hopes to keep MI 
in check.

Bishnoi (16 wickets from 

14 matches) has been the 
leading bowler for LSG and 
he would be skipper Krunal's 
go-to bowler. But it would 
also be important for the likes 
of Naveen-ul-Haq and Avesh 
Khan, besides Krunal himself 
and veteran Amit Mishra, to 
step up.

LSG's batting has clicked 
despite the absence of Ra-
hul and they qualified for the 
playoffs rather comfortably 
with Marcus Stoinis (368 runs, 
14 matches) coming to the fore 
with his big-hitting.

Kyle Mayers (361 runs) and 
Nicholas Pooran (358) have 
brought the Caribbean flair 
and been vital cogs in LSG's 
performance. How they fare at 
the Chepauk, which has often 
thrown up slowish pitches, 
would have a bearing on the 
outcome of the match.

Mumbai Indians would like 
to utilise the experience of 
Piyush Chawla -- the unlikely 
hero in the bowling depart-
ment with 20 wickets so far -- 
while Jason Behrendorff (14) 
has done a decent job whenev-
er called up. Their value to the 
side can't be overemphasised, 
more so in a crunch game.

Match starts: 7.30 pm.

Agencies

MADRID: Seven people accused 
of racially abusing Real Madrid 
player Vinícius Júnior have been 
arrested in Spain, police said 
Tuesday.

Three were detained in Va-
lencia for alleged abuse against 
Vinícius in a Spanish league 
match on Sunday. Four were ar-
rested in Madrid for allegedly 
hanging an effigy of the player 
off a highway bridge in January.

The arrests come after an out-
pouring of support for Vinícius 
after he said he was abused in 
Valencia. The case prompted 
widespread reaction from sports 

figures and government officials 
in Spain and worldwide.

The nation has been criticized 
for its lack of action in racism cas-
es in soccer. Brazilian government 
officials, including President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva, had publicly 
expressed their concerns.

Vinícius, who is Black, has 
been subjected to repeated rac-
ist taunts since he arrived in 
Spain five years ago, and espe-
cially this season after he began 
celebrating his goals by dancing.

The Brazilian has heavily crit-
icized Spanish soccer for not do-
ing more to stop racism.

The match against Valencia 
was temporarily stopped after 
Vinícius said a fan behind one 
of the goals called him a mon-
key and made monkey gestures 
toward him. Vinícius considered 
leaving the field but eventually 
continued playing.

The effigy of Vinícius was 

hanged by the neck on the 
morning of a derby match be-
tween Real Madrid and Atletico 
Madrid in the Copa del Rey. 
Along with it was a banner with 
the words “Madrid hates Real.”

The perpetrators used a black 
figure with Vinícius’ name on 
it, tied a rope around its neck 
and hanged it from an overpass 
while still dark in the Spanish 
capital.

Police said three of those ar-
rested belonged to one of Atlet-
ico’s fan groups, and the other 
was a follower of the group. 
Some had prior bookings with 
police for other crimes.

The hate message on the ban-

ner is often used by Atletico’s 
hardcore fans, though at the 
time they denied being respon-
sible for the display.

The men arrested are be-
tween the ages of 19 and 24. Au-
thorities said some were previ-
ously identified during matches 
considered at high risk of vio-
lence. Police showed images of 
them arriving in handcuffs and 
escorted by agents on Tuesday.

Spanish media said police had 
used security cameras to identi-
fy the perpetrators but no action 
had been taken until now. Police 
did not say if the timing of the 
arrests had to do with the wide-
spread attention being received 
by the latest abuse against Viní-
cius on Sunday.

The lights at the Christ the 
Redeemer statue in Rio de Ja-
neiro were turned off Monday 
night in a show of solidarity for 
Vinícius. (AP) 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Department of 
Youth Services and Sports J&K 
under it’s initiative of tapping 
and channelizing sports talent 
in youth and students kick start-
ed a mega inter-district tourna-
ment in Badminton, Chess, Car-
rom, Basketball and Tug of War 
at Indoor Stadium Polo Ground 
here on Tuesday. 

The tourney was declared 
open by Director YSS Subash 
C Chhibber. He was accompa-

nied by Joint Director Kashmir 
YSS Waseem Raja. Director 
YSS emphasised on the im-
portance of engaging youth in 
games and sports while high-
lighting it’s countless benefits 
for the overall development of 
youth in general and students 
in particular.

District Youth Services and 
Sports Office Srinagar hosted 
the competitions for Under-19 
boys. Players from all 10 Dis-
tricts of the Kashmir Province 
are participating.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: An Inter-Division UT 
Level sports competition for Un-
der-19 boys and girls in 10 dis-
ciplines kick-started on Tuesday 
at M.A. Stadium here.

The event was inaugurated by 
the Joint Director Youth Services 
& Sports Jammu, Suram Chand 
Sharma.

The competitions are being 

held for Kabaddi, Chess, Yoga, 
Handball, Basket-Ball, Kho-Kho, 
Gymnastic, Wrestling, Weight 
Lifting and Shooting. Athletes 
from all 20 Districts of J&K are 
participating in the competi-
tion and the winner(s) of each 
discipline would qualify for par-
ticipation in the National Games 
being organised by School 
Games Federation of India from 
5th of June 2023 in New Delhi.


