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S H O R T  T A K E S

Gujarati Couple Dies In 
Rafting Accident

A couple from Gujarat died 
on Monday in a rafting boat 
accident at the hill station 

of Pahalgam in South Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district.
Police sources said that due to 
fast-blowing winds, a rafting boat 
capsized in river Lidder drowning 
the couple, besides another 
woman from Mumbai. They said 
the bodies of a Patil Sharmilaben 
and her husband Patel Bhikhabhai 
Ambalal, resident of Saijapurbogha, 
Ahmadabad were retrieved by 
rescue teams  | More on P10

Leopard Mauls 
Uri Girl To Death

In yet another incident of man-
animal conflict, a minor girl on 
Monday was mauled to death by 

a leopard in the border town of Uri 
in Baramulla district.
10-year-old Asifa Rashid was grazing 
cattle at Zamboor village of Uri on 
Monday afternoon when a leopard 
appeared there and attacked her, 
reports said. The minor girl, reports 
said, suffered grievous injuries in the 
surprise beast attack.
She passed away even before she 
could receive medical assistance.
A pall of gloom  | More on P10

NIA Court Asks 5 
Militants To Surrender

A special NIA court in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district issued proclamation 

orders on Monday against five 
militants involved in various crimes 
and targeted killings, asking 
them to surrender before it or the 
investigation agency.
“Special Court, Kulgam designated 
under NIA Act issued proclamation 
orders under section 82, CrPC 
against five active terrorists 
involved in various terror crime and 
target killing cases, including killing 
of lady teacher  | More on P10

Youth Hangs Self To 
Death In Jammu

A youth on Monday allegedly 
strangled himself to death 
in the winter capital of the 

Union Territory. 25-year-old (name 
withheld) committed suicide by 
hanging from himself with a tree 
in railway colony Jammu, a police 
official said. He said that soon after 
the incident, police rushed to the 
spot and took the body into their 
custody for legal-medico formalities.
He added that investigation has been 
taken up to find the reason behind 
taking this extreme step the officer 
added—(KS)

Dr Sharma Assumes 
Charge As DHSJ

Dr. Rajeev Kumar Sharma on 
Monday assumed the charge 
of Director Health Services 

Jammu. He was Dy. Director Health 
Services (HQ) Jammu prior to 
joining as Director Health Services 
Jammu. Dr. Rajeev Kumar Sharma 
joined as Assistant Surgeon in the 
Health Department. He has done 
a Master of Surgery (MS) in ENT. 
Dr. Rajeev Kumar Sharma served 
the department in various other 
capacities as Medical Superintendent 
Govt. Hospital Sarwal and Chief 
Medical Officer Reasi.

Police Nabs Drug 
Peddler In Baramulla

Police have arrested a drug 
peddler in Baramulla district 
of north Kashmir and 

recovered contraband substance 
from his possession, officials said.
“A police party led by SHO Police 
Station Sheeri under the supervision 
of DySP Hqrs Baramulla Sajjad 
Bukhari-JKPS during naka checking 
at Fatehgarh Sheeri intercepted a 
suspicious person who tried to flee 
from the spot but was apprehended 
tactfully,” a police spokesperson 
said, adding, “During the search, 140 
grams of Charas  | More on P10

G20 Event In Kashmir Kicks Off 
Amidst Tight Security
Delegates Given Rousing Welcome with Traditional Folk Music, Dance

Chalking 
Strategy To 
Boost Kashmir 
Tourism: Reddy

People from All 
G-7 Countries 
Present in 
Kashmir: Kant
Says question of 
negative travel 
advisories irrelevant

Amitabh Kant, the 
Sherpa-G20 stated on 
Monday that the people 

from all G-7 countries were 
present in the G-20 meeting in 
Srinagar making the negative 
travel advisory on J&K 
irrelevant.
“People and the 
representatives of all G-7 
countries have come to 
Srinagar. There is a significant 
rise in foreign tourist arrivals 
in Kashmir since the past few 
months. Where comes the 
question of negative travel 
advisories of foreign countries 
or the ban on traveling to 
Kashmir by foreign countries,” 
Kant said while replying to a 
query. He said the “question 
itself is irrelevant when 
people from all G-7 countries 
are very much present in the 
Srinagar event.” | More on P10

Srinagar 
Records Hottest 
Day of Season
MeT Predicts Light To 
Moderate Rains From 
Today, Advises Farmers 
To Stop Farm Operations
Srinagar: Several areas of 
Jammu & Kashmir including 
Srinagar, the summer capital of 
the Union Territory on Monday 
recorded the hottest day of the 
season so far while the weath-
erman here has predicted light 
to moderate rainfall from to-
morrow (Tuesday).

Reports said Srinagar, 
Qazigund, Pahalgam, Kupwara, 
Kokernag, Jammu and other 
places recorded the hottest day 
of the season today.

Independent Weather 
Forecaster, Faizan Arif Keng 
said that Srinagar recorded 
hottest day of season at 30.4 
degree Celsius while Qazigund, 
Pahalgam, Kupwara, Kokernag 
and Jammu recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 30.4 
degree Celsius, 26.0 degree 
Celsius, 29.1 degree Celsius, 
28.6 degree Celsius and 42.0 
degree Celsius respectively to-
day, marking season’s hottest 
day in the areas.

He, however, said that 
there is a possibility of rainfall 
from tomorrow (Tuesday) till 
Wednesday afternoon, saying 
that the rainfall would bring 
the temperature down by 5-14 
degree Celsius. He said that the 
maximum fall in the tempera-
ture is expected on Wednesday.

The officials in the 
Meteorological department 
(MeT) said that from May 23-26, 
there is a possibility of fairly wide-
spread light to moderate rain, 
thunder and lightning in J&K.

The officials also said that 
there is a possibility of hailstorm 
and gusty winds at a few places.

The MeT also said that a few 
places over higher reaches may 
receive light  | More on P10

‘VERY DISTURBING 
SCENARIO’
HC Raps Govt 
Over Non-Release 
Of PSA Detainee
M Ahmad

Srinagar: The High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh has termed as “very 
disturbing scenario” the non-
release of a detainee whose 
detention order under Public 
Safety Act was quashed by it 
last year and ordered Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla to 
be personally present before it 
and also produce the detainee 
before it next week.

Hearing a petition filed by 
one Muzamil Manzoor War 
through his father, a bench 
Justice Rahul Bharti observed 
that the “rule of Law is meant 
to govern and is governing this 
Country irrespective of place or 
region.”

In the plea, Waseem con-
tends that despite quashment 
of his preventive detention by 
the court on 11 February 2022, 
he has not yet been released 
and his liberty from “illegal 
confinement at the hands” of 
the officials continues.

“Through this writ petition, 
a very disturbing scenario has 
been presented before this 
Court which cannot be left to 
be dealt with in a routine man-
ner except at the cost of under-
mining the Rule of Law which 
is meant  | More on P10

No Takers For  
Hartal Calls In Kashmir 
Anymore: Singh
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Kashmir has un-
dergone a change and there 
are no takers for strike calls 
anymore, Union Minister 
Jitendra Singh told a gather-
ing on the sidelines of a G20 
meet here on Monday.

"If such an event was held 
earlier, a strike call would be 
given from Islamabad and 
shops on Residency Road (in 
the city centre of) Srinagar 
would close. Now there is 
no hartal even if the call for 
hartal has come from here 
or there," Singh said.

"This change has hap-
pened. Common people on 
the streets of Srinagar want 
to move on. They have lost 
two generations (due to mil-
itancy)," the minister said 
addressing the delegates 
from G20 countries at a 
side event on "Film Tourism 
for Economic and Cultural 
Preservation".

The event is a part of the three-
day third Tourism Working 

Group Meeting of the G20.
The Minister of State in 

the Prime Minister's Office 
expressed hope that the 
delegates would become 
Kashmir's ambassadors and 
highlight the positive situa-
tion in the valley.

"I hope that when our 
friends go back, they will be 
our ambassadors...about the 
situation here and how it 
appears," he added.

Singh said yesteryear star 
Shammi Kapoor not only be-
came a star out of Kashmir 
but also promoted the desti-
nation as well.

"Dus Lakh (1996 movie) 
was entirely shot in the hotel 
which was known as Oberoi. 
Many songs were shot here. 
Movies became a huge 
source of revenue and voca-
tion (in Kashmir) till 1990 
(when militancy erupted in 
the valley)," he said.

The minister said popular 
filmmaker Raj Kapoor ex-
perimented with shooting 
in Europe for | More on P10

Film tourism has emerged as a powerful medium to promote the tourism industry and the 
government is chalking out a comprehensive strategy for its growth in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Union Minister G Kishan Reddy said on Monday. He said tourism helps in creating employment 

opportunities in hospitality and gastronomy. "We are chalking out a comprehensive strategy for tourism 
growth. Film tourism has emerged as a powerful medium to promote tourism, to promote a destination," 
Reddy, the Minister for Culture and Tourism, said. He was addressing the delegates from the G20 
countries at the side event 'Film Tourism for Economic and Cultural Preservation' at SKICC here. The 
event is a part of the three-day third Tourism Working Group Meeting of the G20 countries  | More on P10

LG Okays Transport 
Nagar At Parimpora
New Court Complex In Bandipora

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Delegates from dif-
ferent G-20 countries arrived 
in Srinagar amid unprecedent-
ed security cover on Monday 
to attend the 3rd Tourism 
Working Group Meeting at 
Sher-e-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC) on 
the banks of Dal Lake.

The delegates arrived at the 
Srinagar International Airport 
in a chartered flight and 
straight away drove to SKICC.

The highest number of del-
egates are from Singapore, re-
ports quoting the officials said, 
adding that the main event is 
scheduled to be held  on Tuesday 
where a side event on ‘Film 
Tourism for Economic Growth 

and Cultural Preservation’ was 
held on Monday.

The discussion and delib-
erations will revolve around 
five key priority areas like 
Green Tourism, Digitalization, 
Skills, MSMEs and Destination 
Management.

As per the officials, a panel 
discussion aligned with the 5th 
priority of | More on P10

DUS LAKH (1996 MOVIE) WAS 
ENTIRELY SHOT IN THE HOTEL which 
was known as Oberoi. Many songs were 

shot here. Movies became a huge source of 
revenue and vocation (in Kashmir) till 1990 (when 
militancy erupted in the valley)."

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Monday approved 
upgradation of Transport 
Nagar in Parimpora here, 
besides construction of new 
court complex in Bandipora 
district of North Kashmir.

The LG approved these 
decisions while chairing the 
Administrative Council (AC) 
meeting with his Advisor 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Principal Secretary Mandeep 
Kumar Bhandari and Chief 

Secretary Dr.Arun Kumar 
Mehta here on Monday, an 
official spokesperson said.

He said that the upgrada-
tion/ revamping of Transport 
Nagar, Parimpora will be 
carried out at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 31.58 Crore.

Revealing details about 
the components, the spokes-
person said that it includes 
laying of road network, sew-
erage & drainage network, 
electric network to the tune 
of Rs. 30.00 Cr.

The project, he said, also 
includes  | More on P10

Minister of State in the PMO, Jitendra Singh, Tourism Minister G Kishan Reddy and India's G20 Sherpa 
Amitabh Kant addressing a joint press conference on the first day of 3rd tourism working group meeting 
at the SKICC Srinagar on Monday. KO Photo

Delegates of all G20 countries enjoyed a ride in illuminated shikaras inside Dal Lake on the first day of their arrival in Srinagar 
on Monday. KO Photo
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PU B LI C N OTI C E 
Whereas, I  Mr. Mohd Iqbal, S/o: Mr Abdul Rashid Ganai R/o . Old Airport 

Road Rangreth, Srinagar. Kashmir intends to apply in the department of tourism 
for registration of my proposed Travel Unit under the name and style M/s Wil-
derness Tour and Travels situated at Rangreth Srinagar, Kashmir under Tour-
ist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12. Whereas, I will submit state subject / Domicile 
certificate , qualification certificate, Pan Card, Experience Certificate(Minimum 
05 Years), Character Certificate (Police department), Bank statement (Minimum 
balance 10000), Site plan , Affidavit, Rent Deed duly attested by sub-Registrar, 
printing material (letter /Visiting card), photograph of the unit (indoor and out-
door) and two passport size photographs to the department of the tourism as 
per prescribed checklist prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion Agency.

Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12, before 
my case is processed for the registration by the competent authority, the matter 
is hereby notified for the information of the general public/Financial institution 
/Bank/Organization, etc for the objection, if any and the same should reach to 
the Deputy Director Tourism Registration (Email: ddtreg123@gmail.com) within 
a period of 7 Days from the publication of this notice in leading local newspa-
pers of the valley. No objection beyond a period of 7 days shall be entertained.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Majid Bashir Mintoo S/O Dr Bashir Ahmad Mintoo R/O Ward 
no 4 Malipath Kishtwar have purchased plot no 298 in Housing 
colony Baghimehtab from Bashir Ahmad Bhat S/O Abdul Aziz 
Bhat R/O Baghimehtab Srinagar originally allotted in favor of 
Mohammad Yousuf Dar S/O Abdul Ahad Dar R/O Aali Kadal Qu-
tubdinpora Srinagar. The following original paper issued by the 
J&K housing board stands misplaced / not traceable
1)Allotment Letter 
I have applied for transfer of leasehold rights of above said plot 
in my favor. Objection if any May be conveyed to the Managing 
Director J&K housing board green belt park Gandhi nagar Jam-
mu within a period of 15 days from the date of publication of 
this notice. However no objection will be entertained after the 
expiry of the above said period 

Majid Bashir Mintoo 
S/O Dr Bashir Ahmad Mintoo  nj
R/O ward No 4 Malipath Kishtwar 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change the name in electricity bill from SAGNET, 
Prop. Mohmmad Latif Baktoo R/o Nawab Bagh Sgr. Bearing 
consumer No.0204040002940 Sub Division Hawal to 
SAGNET Prop. Mohmmad Aslam Boktoo R/o Kalla Mohalla 
Baghwanpora Lal Bazar Near Cherry Park Sgr.  if anybody had 
any objection in this regard may contact to the Ex. Engineer 
Sub Division Hawal within the period of 7 days after that no 
objection shall be entertained.
Mohmmad Aslam Boktoo sku
R/o Kalla Mohalla Baghwanpora Lal Bazar
Near Cherry Park Srinagar 941901023 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have applied for the issuance of "D Class Contractor Card" . 
from the office of the PWD R&B  Bramulla Kupwra . If anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her ob-
jection in the  above mentioned office within a period of seven 
days from the dateof publication of this notice. After that no 
objection shall be entertained.  
Mansoor Ah Lone
 S/o Gh Mohd Lone  bmg
R/o Qazipora Tangmarg

Office of Adv Mufti Muhtashim & Associates

 Abdul Majeed Wani 
S/o Ghulam Nabi Wani R/o Tulwari Gojwara Srinagar 

(Caveator)
V/S 

PUBLIC AT LARGE
(Non-Caveators)

 In the matter of: Caveat petition in terms of section 148-A of 
C.P.C
The caveator has reasons to believe/apprehension that the 
non-caveator may file a suit or any other type of proceeding 
before a Court of Law on the ground of distorted facts/misrep-
resentation or cooked up story and may succeed in obtaining 
some relief/order at his back/exparte against the caveator and 
in such eventuality the caveator will be put to an irreparable 
loss and inconvenience. It would be proper that caveator is 
given opportunity of being heard by the Hon’ble Court before 
passing any order. Hence this caveat.
nj Sd/- Advocate

Court Of The 2nd  Additional Munsiff
Judicial Magistrate 1St Class At Srinagar

(PROCLAMATION REQUIRING OBJECTION FROM GENERAL PUBLIC 
CNR: JKSG03-015020-2023

Date of filing 20-05-2023

Habibullah Dar F/o Javiad Ahmad Dar 
R/o Usman Abad, Shaltang Srinagar

Applicant
Versus

Registrar, Births and Deaths, SMC Srinagar
 Non-Applicant

WHEREAS an application has been made before me that    
Javiad Ahmad Dar S/o Habibullah Dar R/o Usman Abad 
Shaltang Srinagar has born on 16-07-1985 the applicant has 
sought a direction from this court for registration of the birth 
particulars, Javaid Ahmad Dar , in the concerned register of 
births and deaths.
Proclamation is hereby made that the any person having 
any objection(s) to this application may appear before this 
Court (or before me) to file objections within 07 days of this 
publication.

Dated, this 20th day of May 2023.
Sd/-

(AHTZAZ AHMED) 
NJ 2nd Additional (JMIC), Srinagar

Abdul Rashid Najar 
S/o Ghulam Rasool Najar 
R/o Andor Tiploo Mohalla 
Dawood Colony Soura Sgr

2 Lakh Tech Employees Lose Jobs In 2023 
To Date, More In The Offing
IANS

The year 2023 has become the worst year 
for tech employees as nearly 2 lakh tech 
employees -- from Big Tech firms to start-
ups -- have been sacked to date globally, 

as companies like Meta, BT, Vodafone and many 
others announced further plans to lay off more 
employees in coming months.

As per the data by layoffs tracking site Layoffs.
fyi, 695 tech companies have shown the doors to 
around 1.98 lakh employees so far this year.

In comparison, 1,046 tech companies laid off 
more than 1.61 lakh employees in 2022.

In January alone this year, close to 1 lakh tech 
employees lost jobs globally, dominated by com-
panies like Amazon, Microsoft, Google, Sales-
force and others.

In total, about 3.6 lakh tech employees have 
now lost their jobs in 2022 and till May this year.

As more and more Big Tech companies con-
tinue to sack employees, they listed various rea-
sons behind the move -- over-hiring, uncertain 
global macroeconomic conditions, strong tail-
winds from the Covid-19 pandemic and more.

Meta (formerly Facebook) is reportedly going 
to start laying off more employees next week in 
its third round of job cuts.

While the exact number has not been 

confirmed, it is expected that the company 
will lay off approximately 6,000 employees 
in this round.

Amazon India laid off around 400-500 em-
ployees from its Cloud division AWS as well as 
People Experience and Technology Solutions 
(PXT) or HR and support verticals this month.

Fintech unicorn Zepz is laying off 420 em-
ployees, or 26 per cent of its workforce.

The UK telecommunication giant BT Group 

has announced plans to slash a massive 55,000 
jobs by the end of the decade.

Global telecom carrier Vodafone said it plans 
to reduce 11,000 jobs over the next three years, 
with an aim to "simplify" both headquarters and 
local markets.

Meanwhile, Microsoft will not give any raise 
to salaried employees, including senior leaders, 
this year as global macroeconomic conditions 
continue to haunt Big Tech.

Twitter To Add 15-Second 
Forward, Back Buttons 
Along With Pic In Pic Mode
Agencies

Twitter boss Elon Musk has 
said the microblogging plat-
form will add 15-second 
forward and back seek but-
tons during video playback, 
along with picture-in-pic-
ture mode for users to watch 
while scrolling.

Replying to a user on 
Twitter who asked Musk to 
add 15-second forward and 
back seek buttons, he said, 
"Coming next week, along 
with pic in pic, so you can 
watch while scrolling".

Picture-in-picture (PiP) 
mode shrinks a video into a 
small player so users can keep 
watching while using other 
apps on their mobile devices.

Moreover, these new fea-
tures will enable users to seam-
lessly watch videos while scroll-
ing through their timelines.

Several users expressed 
their thoughts on this devel-
opment on Twitter.

"Thanks. Exactly this fea-
ture is one I too want and 
thought was lacking," a user 
commented.

"Thank you, I skip so many 
videos because of this," anoth-
er user said.

One more user wrote, "All 
these suggestions are pretty 
much "make it as good as You-
Tube" - I wonder how much it 
would cost to clone YouTube's 
features probably cheaper 
now with AI helping to code".

Meanwhile, Twitter is gear-
ing up to take on YouTube as it 
has now allowed paid users to 
upload videos up to two hours 
in length on the platform.

The microblogging plat-
form also changed its Twit-
ter Blue page and announced 
that the video file size limit 
for paid users has been raised 
from 2GB to 8GB.

The tech billionaire had 
also announced the voice and 
video chat feature earlier this 
month, along with other fea-
tures such as encrypted DMs.

inf
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3 :46

ZUHR 12:27

ASR 5: 24

Magrib 7:34
ISHA 9: 10

•	 334 BC -  The Macedonian army of Alexander the Great 
defeats Darius III of Persia in the Battle of the Granicus

•	 1659 -  France, England & Netherlands sign "Hedges 
Concerto" treaty

•	 1746  - Russia and Austria sign treaty of cooperation
•	 1762 -  Sweden and Prussia sign the Treaty of Hamburg, 

reaffirming the status quo that existed before the 
Seven Years War

•	 1799 -  Napoleon makes statement in support of re-
establishing Jerusalem for Jews

•	 1892 -  Dr Washington Sheffield invents the toothpaste 
tube

•	 1902 -  US President Theodore Roosevelt signs a 
treaty with Mexico under which both countries agree 
to submit a long-standing dispute over interest 
payments to the Court of Arbitration at The Hague

•	 1926  - Chiang Kai-shek replaces communists in 
Guomindang China

•	 1939  - Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini sign "Pact of 
Steel" in Berlin, Germany

•	 1941  - British troops attack Baghdad
•	 1942  - Mexico declares war on Nazi-Germany & Japan
•	 1947  - "Truman Doctrine" goes into effect, aiding 

Turkey and Greece
•	 1947 -  1st US ballistic missile fired
•	 1957  - South Africa's government approves race 

separation in universities
•	 1967 -  Egyptian president Nassar closes Straits of 

Tiran to Israel
•	 1970  - France performs nuclear test at Mururoa atoll
•	 1972  - Ceylon becomes Republic of Sri Lanka as its 

constitution is ratified
•	 1973 -  President Nixon confesses his role in Watergate 

cover-up
•	 1976  - NASA launches space vehicle S-179

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

02 Zil-Qadah
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From KO Archives

Militant Escape Case: Police 
Hunting For Ex-MLA
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR - A National Conference leader and former 
legislator allegedly involved in facilitating a militant com-
mander in crossing the international border to Pakistan, 
is absconding.

The police have conducted raids at several places to seek the 
cx-MLA. Gul Rafiqi, who represented the Hom-Shalibug constitu-
ency, but have failed to trace him.

The raids were conducted at Rafiqi’s residence as well as at 
the homes of some of his relatives, the KNS said.

Policemen in plain clothes scoured the MLA hostels in 
Jammu as well as Srinagar, but

failed to turn up any clues about the ex-legislators where-
abouts. Raflqi's mobile phone, too is not functioning for the past 
there days.

According to sources Rafiqi may be trying to obtain antici-
patory bail.

He has disappeared despite being informed that he should present 
himself before the police, which is now raiding his habitual haunts 
and using its network of informers to track him down.

A senior police officer told the KNS that a high level 
investigation was on in the matter of the escape of a divisional 
commander of the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen from the valley.

Three persons, including the Ex-MLA’s then   secretary, 
Farooq Ahmad Bhat, personal

Security Officer Kewal Singh and driver Shyam are already 
in custody.

Rafiqi allegedly, helped the Hizb divisional commander, 
Muhammad Amin Baba, escape from the Valley by taking him, 
to Amritsar in his own official vehicle accompanied by two 
personal security officers.

Baba, who had reportedly managed to get a passport on ficti-
tious Srinagar address, was allegedly escorted to Wagah border 
on May 2 this year where from he crossed over to Pakistan

Sources said the case came to light when the police were 
investigating a mine-blast in Anantnag and arrested a suspect 
Javaid Ahmad. Hizb commander Baba was also a suspect and 
when the police questioned Javaid about him they learnt that 
Baba had recently crossed over to Pakistan via Amrtisar. When 
asked about the allegations against Rafiqi, National Conference 
President Omar Abdullah was quoted by news agencies as hav-
ing said “if there is anything against him (Rafiqi), the law will 
take its course. We want an impartial probe in the matter.” He 
however said that the Mufti Sayeed government had done noth-
ing when militants were arrested from a minister’s house. "He 
still remains minister. Where is the justice,” he questioned.

  (Kashmir Observer, 23 May, 2005)

Special folk music event organized at Srinagar International Airport to 
wlecome tourism track delegates from G20 countries in Kashmir. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

500-Bedded Srinagar’s Children’ Hospital 
Has Only Pediatric Cardiologist
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The lone Children Hos-
pital of the valley, which was re-
cently made functional, has only 
one Pediatric Cardiologist.

Due to the heavy patient pres-
sure, the posted Pediatric Cardi-
ologist is unable to do justice with 
his work.

Several attendants said they 
are being forced to visit private 
clinics to get echocardiography 
done for the children suffering 
from heart ailments.

, also known as cardiac echog-
raphy, is an ultrasound of the 
heart. It is a type of medical imag-
ing of the heart, using standard ul-
trasound or Doppler ultrasound. 
The visual image formed using 
this technique is called an echo-
cardiogram.

“This 500-beded hospital is 
equipped with almost all facilities 
but unfortunately, there is only 
one Pediatric Cardiologist posted 
in the hospital who is assisted by 
only one technician,” said an at-
tendant Feroz Ahmed.

Another attendant said that 
the Pediatric Cardiologist section 
remains closed when the doctor is 
absent or on leave. “Poor people 

who can’t afford Echocardiogra-
phy tests at private centre’s left 
disappointed from the hospital,” 
Aijaz Ahmed, father of a newborn 
baby said.

Medical Superintendent Dr 
Nazir Choudary said that he has 
already informed the higher au-
thorities and requested them to 
appoint at least one more Pediat-
ric Cardiologist in the hospital.

With the appointment of the 

second Pediatric Cardiologist chil-
dren can get timely treatment.

Secretary, Department of 
Medical Education Bhupinder Ku-
mar said that he would seriously 

consider this important matter.
Notably this hospital which 

is now located in Bemina area of 
Srinagar outskirts first operated 
at Lal Ded Hospital after which 
it was shifted to GB Panth Hospi-
tal Sonwar.

Biker Dies In Pantha 
Chowk Road Accident
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A motorcyclist 
lost his life after being 
hit by a truck in Pantha 
Chowk area of Srinagar 
on Monday. An official 
said the motorcyclist was 
hit by a truck near Bal-
hama area of Srinagar 
this morning, leaving him 
critically injured.

He said the critically 
injured biker was immedi-
ately removed to a nearby 
hospital for treatment, 
where he was declared 
dead on arrival.

Deceased has been iden-
tified as Mohammad Sadiq 
Awan son of Sanaullah 
Awaan of Salamabad Uri.

Meanwhile, police 
have taken cognizance of 
the incident.

KU’s IOT Students, 
Teachers Develop
 Ambulance Detection Alarm
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Three students 
and a teacher from Insti-
tute of Technology, Uni-
versity of Kashmir have 
invented a RF based ambu-
lance detection alarm that 
will help in decreasing the 
number of accidents.

The invention focuses 
on the severe impact caused 
by traffic congestion on the 
emergency vehicle trans-
portation system.

In places such as India 
where the road width and 
length prove to be impos-
sible to create a separate 
lane for emergency vehi-
cles, it is difficult for ambu-
lances to navigate through 
the traffic.

A congestion control 
system is designed in order 
to solve these problems.

The group of students 
includes Er Manan Sajad 
Malik (2022 IOT Batch), Far-
hana Fayaz Batoo, Mueed 
Ahmad Chishti  B-tech 7th 
semester students, IOT Za-
kura campus and Dr Mueed 
Hafiz, Assistant professor 
IOT Zakura campus.

Manan Malik said this 
system is designed in such 
a way that it can be acti-
vated when it receives a 
signal from an ambulance 
based on radio frequency 
(RF) transmission and uses 
a microcontroller to make 
announcements. “The 
same will be displayed on 
the LCD placed on the junc-
tion and will glow green 
light at a junction towards 
that particular route and 
red light towards other 
routes of that particular 
junction,” he added.

"This system will less-
en accidents which often 
happen at the traffic light 
intersections because ve-
hicles gather together to 

pave way for an emergency 
vehicle. As a result, this 
project is successful and 
implementing wireless 
communication i.e. the ra-
dio frequency (RF) trans-
mission in the traffic light 
control system for emer-
gency vehicles like ambu-
lances,” he said.

Malik said they pro-
pose a system for detect-
ing the ambulances to 
pass through junctions by 
making an announcement 
before it reaches that par-
ticular junction.

He claimed that the 
system will be Radio Fre-
quency module based 
which will have the receiv-
er placed at junction points 
attached with a loud speak-
er, LCD and green and red 
signal lights. A transmitter 
will be placed at 1 km dis-
tance from that particular 
junction, he added

"The Transmitter will 
be further connected with 
the RF Reader which will 
detect the Chip placed on 
the ambulance. Whenever 
an ambulance comes in the 
1km range of the junction, 
the FR Reader will detect 
the chip and will send wire-
less signal to the junction 
point using RF Module for 
an announcement at the 
junction and the same will 
be displayed on the LCD 
placed on the junction. 
Green light will glow to-
wards that particular route 
and red light towards other 
routes and the traffic po-
lice will get notified by that 
particular announcement 
and signal lights. This will 
help in reducing traffic 
congestion at that particu-
lar point,” he said.

Malik added that a con-
gestion control system is 
designed in order to solve 
these problems.

DLSA Organizes Series Of 
Awareness Programs on 
Biodiversity Conservation

Observer News Service

Srinagar: On the eve of 
‘International Day for 
Biological Diversity’, the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) Srinagar 
under the aegis of NALSA 
and J&K State Legal Ser-
vices Authority in collabo-
ration with Urban Forest 
Division Srinagar and 
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) today orga-
nized a series of events and 
activities aimed at raising 
awareness about the im-
portance of biodiversity 
conservation.

International Biodi-
versity Day is celebrated 
annually on May 22nd to 
promote understanding 
and awareness of biodi-
versity issues. This year's 
theme, "One Earth, One 
Life, One Future" empha-
sizes the crucial role that 
individuals and commu-
nities play in safeguard-
ing biodiversity for fu-
ture generations.

Under the leadership 
of Justice N. Kotiswar 
Singh Chief Justice of High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh, 
Patron in Chief and the Ex-
ecutive Chairman, Justice 

Tashi Rabstan JKLSA, the 
Legal Services Authority 
has been at the forefront 
of various environmental 
initiatives in the U. T of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

As part of the obser-
vance of International Bio-
diversity Day, DLSA Sri-
nagar organized a range of 
activities. The campaign for 
preservation of Biodiver-
sity began with plantation 
drive at District Court Com-
plex Srinagar near ADR 
Centre. Plantation Drive 
was inaugurated by the 
Chairman DLSA Srinagar, 
Jawad Ahmed and other 
participants by planting dif-
ferent species of trees.

S. C Kattal, Special 
Judge Anti- Corruption 
(CBI Cases) Srinagar; 
Surinder Singh, Special 
Judge, Anti-Corruption, 
Srinagar, Kashmir; Gow-
her Majeed Dalal, 4th 
Addl. Sessions Judge, 
Srinagar; Raja Tasleem 
CJM Srinagar; Jahangir 
Ahmad Bakshi, Secretary 
DLSA, Srinagar; Syed Aa-
bid, DFO Srinagar, par-
ticipated in the plantation 
drive by planting a sap-
ling within the premises 
of A.D R Centre.
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PM Modi Arrives In Sydney 
As 3-Nation Tour Set To 
Conclude On Wednesday

2019 Lok Sabha Elections Were Fought 
On Bodies Of Our Soldiers: J-K 
Ex-Governor Satyapal Malik

SALARIES, TRAVEL: RTI 
Reveals Money Spent On Rajya 
Sabha MPs In 2021-23

Documentary On Modi: Delhi 
HC Issues Summons To BBC 
On Defamation Suit

Hezbollah Conducts 
Wargames Near Lebanon’s 
Border With Israel

President, Not PM, Should 
Inaugurate New Parliament 
Building: Rahul

Iran Replaces Head Of 
National Security Council

Indian-Origin Sikh Man 
Becomes UK City's First 
Turban-Wearing Lord Mayor

"Won't Accept Flowers Or 
Shawls. People Can Give 
Books": Siddaramaiah

Press Trust of India

SYDNEY: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi arrived in Sydney 
on Monday for the third and fi-
nal leg of his three-nation tour 
during which he will hold talks 
with his Australian counterpart 
Anthony Albanese and attend a 
community event to celebrate 
the country's dynamic, diverse 
Indian diaspora.

PM Modi is visiting Austra-
lia from May 22-24 as a guest 
of the Australian Government.

"Landed in Sydney to a warm 
welcome by the Indian commu-
nity. Looking forward to various 
programmes over the next two 
days," PM Modi tweeted.

External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Arindam Bag-
chi, in a tweet, said Prime 
Minister Modi arrived in the 
vibrant city of Sydney on his 
second visit to Australia.

"Two days of constructive 
engagements with Australian 
leadership, business commu-
nity and diaspora members 
await," he added.

Ahead of Narendra Modi's 
arrival, Prime Minister Alba-
nese said in a statement, "I am 
honoured to host Prime Min-
ister Modi for an official visit 
to Australia, after receiving an 
extremely warm welcome in 

India earlier this year." "Aus-
tralia and India share a com-
mitment to a stable, secure 
and prosperous Indo-Pacific. 
Together we have an impor-
tant role to play in supporting 
this vision," he said, amidst 
China's aggressive behaviour 
in the region as well as its ef-
forts to expand its influence.

Prime Minister Modi has 
also said that he was looking 
forward to his meeting with 
Mr Albanese on May 24.

During the visit, the Prime 
Ministers will attend a com-
munity event in Sydney to 
celebrate Australia's dynamic 
and diverse Indian commu-
nity, "a core part of our mul-
ticultural community", the 
Australian government said in 
a statement.

PM Modi arrived here from 

Papua New Guinea, where he 
held talks with his counter-
part James Marape and took 
stock of their bilateral rela-
tions. He also discussed ways 
to further augment coopera-
tion in areas like commerce, 
technology, healthcare and 
climate change.

The two leaders co-hosted 
the Forum for India-Pacific 
Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) 
summit on Monday, fostering 
regional cooperation.

"My Papua New Guinea 
visit has been a historic one. I 
will greatly cherish the affec-
tion received among the peo-
ple of this wonderful nation. 
I also had the opportunity to 
interact with respected FIPIC 
leaders and discuss ways to 
deepen ties with their respec-
tive nations," Narendra Modi 

Press Trust of India

JAIPUR: Former Jammu and 
Kashmir governor Satya-
pal Malik again attacked 
the government over the 
Pulwama attack issue, say-
ing the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections were "fought on 
the bodies of our soldiers", 
and the then home minster 
would have to resign had 
there been a probe into the 
incident.

He claimed he had in-
formed Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi about the at-
tack just after the incident 
but "he told me to keep 
quiet".

"Elections (Lok Sabha 
2019) were fought on the 
bodies of our soldiers and 
no investigation was done. 
Had an inquiry been done, 
the then home minister 
(Rajnath Singh) would have 
to resign. Many officers 
would have been jailed and 
there would have been a 

huge controversy," Malik 
said at an event in Bansur of 
Alwar district.

Malik has been vocal 
about the issues related to 
Jammu and Kashmir where 
he was the governor before 
the state was divided into 
the two Union Territories 
of Ladakh and Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He said during the event 
on Sunday that when the 
Pulwama attacked hap-
pened on February 14, 2019, 
the prime minister was in a 
shooting at the Jim Corbett 
National Park.

"When he came out from 
there I got a call (from him). 
I told him that our soldiers 
have been killed and they 
got killed by our mistake. 
He told me to keep quiet," 
Malik said.

Malik was recently ques-
tioned by the CBI over his 
claim that he was offered Rs 
300 crore as bribe to clear 
files related to an insurance 
scheme during his tenure 
as Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernor between August 23, 
2018 and October 30, 2019.

He also attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
over the Adani issue. Ma-
lik said Adani has created 
much wealth in just three 
years, and asked those pres-
ent if they had been able to 
increase their wealth.

He said Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi told Parlia-
ment that Adani had got Rs 
20,000 crore and asked the 
government 'where did it 
come from'.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Around ₹200 
crore was spent on salaries, 
allowances and facilities for 
Rajya Sabha MPs over the last 
two years with around 
₹63 crore spent on 
their travel alone, ac-
cording to an RTI 
reply.

In 2021-22, in 
the aftermath of 
the coronavirus 
pandemic, the ex-
chequer spent 
over ₹97 crore 
on Rajya Sabha 
members.

The amount includes ₹28.5 
crore on domestic travel and 
₹1.28 crore on international 
travel. Salaries amounted to 
₹57.6 crore, medical bills of ₹17 
lakh and office expenses of ₹7.5 
crore. It also spent ₹1.2 crore on 
information technology assis-
tance to the MPs.

In the 2021-23, ₹100 crore 
was spent in total which in-
cluded ₹33 crore in domestic 
and foreign travel expenses, 
according to the reply by Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat to a query 
filed under the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act by Madhya 
Pradesh-based Chander Shek-
har Gaur.

The Rajya Sabha Secretariat 
has said that during 2022-23, 
₹58.5 crore was spent on the 
salaries of members, while 
₹30.9 crore on domestic travel 

and ₹2.6 crore on for-
eign travel.

Other expenses 
include medical 
treatment (Rs 65 
lakh), ₹7 crore in 
office expenses 
and ₹1.5 crore 
on IT services.

The Secre-
tariat said that 

the expenditure 
incurred on former 

MPs of Rajya Sabha under ac-
count head "Domestic Travel 
Expenses" was ₹1.7 crore in 
2021-22 and ₹70 lakh for 
2022-23.

According to records in 2021, 
Rajya Sabha's productivity rate 
was 43 percent in the Win-
ter Session, 29 per cent in the 
Monsoon Session and 90 per 
cent in the Budget session.

The following year, its pro-
ductivity was 94 per cent dur-
ing the Winter Session, 42 per 
cent during the Monsoon Ses-
sion and 90 per cent during the 
Budget session.

This year so far, during the 
Budget session its productivity 
reached a low of 24 per cent.

Agencies

Lebanon’s Hezbollah move-
ment has carried out mili-
tary exercises near the 

country’s southern border with 
Israel in a show of its military 
power.

About 200 Hezbollah fight-
ers used live ammunition and 
an attack drone to take part 
in the exercises on Sunday 
in Aaramta, 20km (12 miles) 
north of the Israeli border.

The drills took place ahead 
of the anniversary of Israel’s 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon on May 25, 2000. It 
was the largest demonstration 
of Hezbollah’s military might 
in years.

Hezbollah fighters carried 
out simulated raids involv-
ing sniper and drone attacks 
against Israeli targets as part 
of the exercise. In another case 
they engaged in attacks across 
a mock border. The group dis-
played heavy and light arms, 
including anti-aircraft weap-

ons, rocket launchers and rock-
et-propelled grenades.

“If some people in the Zionist 
entity [Israel] dream of doing 
something foolish, … we will 
rain down our precision mis-
siles and all the weapons at our 
disposal,” senior Hezbollah of-
ficial Hashem Safieddine, was 
quoted as saying by the Agence 
France-Presse news agency.

The Israeli military, which 
occasionally conducts exercis-
es simulating a war with Hez-
bollah, did not comment on the 
event.

Elias Farhat, a retired Leba-
nese army general who is a 
military affairs researcher, told 
The Associated Press that He-
zbollah’s “symbolic show of 
strength” appeared to be in re-
sponse to the recent escalation 
in Gaza, in which Israel killed 
30 Palestinians and injured 
more than 90 in air attacks.

He said it could also be a re-
sponse to the Israeli nationalist 
“flag march” on Thursday in oc-
cupied East Jerusalem.

Press Trust of India

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday issued a sum-
mons to the British Broad-

casting Corporation (BBC) on a 
defamation suit filed by an NGO 
claiming that its documentary 
cast a slur on the reputation of 
India, its judiciary and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Besides the BBC (UK), Justice 
Sachin Datta also issued notice 
to the BBC (India) seeking its 
response on the suit filed by 
Gujarat-based NGO Justice for 
Trial.

The plea said BBC (India) is 
the local operation office and 
BBC (UK) has released the doc-
umentary -- "India: The Modi 
Question" -- which has two 
episodes.

Senior advocate Harish Salve, 
appearing for the NGO, said the 

suit for defamation against the 
BBC is in relation to the docu-
mentary which has "defamed" 
India and the whole system in-
cluding the judiciary.

He contended that the docu-
mentary also makes insinua-
tion against the prime minister.

It was argued on behalf of the 
plaintiff that the documentary 
makes defamatory imputation 
and cast slur on the reputation 
of the country.

The high court said, "Is-
sue notice to the respondents 
through all permissible modes" 
and listed it for further hearing 
on September 15.

Press Trust of India

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Sunday said that the 
president should inaugu-

rate the new Parliament build-
ing and not the prime minister.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the newly-
constructed Parliament building 
on May 28.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
met Modi on Thursday last and 
extended an invitation to inau-
gurate the new building, the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat had said.

Taking to Twitter, Gandhi said, 
"The President should inaugu-
rate the new Parliament House 
and not the Prime Minister '.

Veteran Parliamentarian and 
former deputy leader of the 
Congress in Rajya Sabha Anand 
Sharma and some other oppo-
sition leaders were also of the 
same view.

"It will not be Constitutionally 
correct for the PM to inaugurate 
the new building of Parliament. 
Jury is out whether it was re-
quired at all. No major democ-
racy has done this. Westminster 
is the seat of the British Parlia-
ment and Capitol Hill of the US 
Congress for hundreds of years," 
Sharma said on Twitter.

He said Parliament is the cus-
todian and pride of India's Con-
stitutional democracy and its 
glory must not be undermined 
as the sovereignty of the people 
is vested in it.

Article 79 of the Constitution 
is unambiguous that the Presi-
dent is the head of Parliament 
which comprises Rajya Sabha 
and Lok Sabha, he contended.

"The PM is the leader of Lok 
Sabha. It is the President who 
alone can summon the Parlia-
ment - Article 85," he said.

"Rashtrapati addresses the 
joint session only flanked by Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman - Vice Presi-

dent and Lok Sabha Speaker. PM 
and leader of Rajya Sabha are 
seated in Central Hall. The Con-
stitution must be respected in 
letter and spirit and the Presi-
dent should inaugurate," Shar-
ma said in a series of tweets.

CPI general secretary D Raja 
also said the prime minister 
leads the executive organ of the 
state and Parliament is the legis-
lative organ. "It would have been 
appropriate for Smt. Droupadi 
Murmu as Head of the State to 
inaugurate the new Parliament," 
he said.

"Obsession with self-image 
and cameras trumps decency 
and norms when it comes to 
Modi Ji," Raja alleged on Twitter.

RJD leader Manoj Kumar Jha 
had earlier said, "Shouldn't the 
honorable President of India be 
inaugurating the new 'Sansad 
Bhavan'? I leave it at that...Jai 
Hind."

AIMIM leader Asaduddin 
Owaisi too had raised objections 
to the prime minister inaugurat-
ing the new Parliament building.

"Why should the PM inaugu-
rate Parliament? He is head of 
the executive, not legislature. 
We have a separation of powers 
and Hon'ble Lok Sabha Speaker 
and RS Chair could have inau-
gurated. It's made with public 
money, why is the PM behaving 
like his 'friends' have sponsored 
it from their private funds," 
Owaisi said on Twitter.

Agencies

President Ebrahim Raisi has ap-
pointed the head of the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(IRGC) Strategic Center, Ali Akbar 
Ahmadian, as the new Secretary of 
the National Security Council.

Ahmadian will replace Admiral 
Ali Shamkhani, who held the posi-
tion for 10 years.

Via Twitter, Shamkhani posted an 
excerpt from an Iranian poem on Sun-
day “alluding to media speculation 
about his resignation,” Iran’s semi-
official Tasnim news outlet reported.

According to the Iranian Nour 
News outlet, the Twitter post 
means that “Shamkhani will defi-
nitely resign.”

Ahmadian began his career as 
the commander of the IRGC navy 
in 1997, and in 2000 became the 
chief of the IRGC Joint Staff. He is a 
Tehran University graduate who re-
ceived a Ph.D. in strategic manage-
ment from the Supreme National 
Defense University of Iran.

His replacement of Shamkhani 
“marks a significant shift in the 
country’s security leadership” and 
“reflects the dynamic nature of 
Iran’s political landscape,” Chinese-
based news outlet BNN Breaking 
wrote on 22 May.

“Effective leadership remains 
crucial in addressing complex secu-
rity concerns, and Ahmadian’s ap-
pointment signals a commitment 
to navigating these challenges with 
a new perspective,” it added.

Shamkhani played a leading role 
in the country’s political scene for 
decades and was among the main 
Iranian officials involved in the re-
cent Chinese-brokered restoration of 
ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

The news comes days in the wake 
of a speech by Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei’s stressing the importance 
of “flexibility” in foreign policy, add-
ing that flexibility “does not have to 
compromise one’s principles.”

This is the second time Tehran 
has restructured its leadership in a 
year. Following the assassination of 
several nuclear scientists and IRGC 
officials between 2021 and 2022, 
Iran replaced the head of the coun-
try’s intelligence unit, who had 
held the post for 12 years.

Press Trust of India

LONDON: A local British Sikh coun-
cillor based in Coventry has made 
history for the central England city 
by becoming its first turban-wear-
ing Lord Mayor.

Jaswant Singh Birdi, who was 
born in Punjab and spent some 
time as a child in Calcutta in West 
Bengal, moved to Coventry 60 years 
ago and has served as a local coun-
cillor in the city for 16 years.

He recently took formal charge 
of his new post of Lord Mayor with 
the official Chains of Office with 
his wife Krishna by his side as the 
Lord Mayoress. "I am so proud to 
become Lord Mayor of my adopted 
home city," said Mr Birdi.

"It has given so much to myself 
and my family over the years and 
I will be honoured to show why I 
love it so much and to promote the 
city and the wonderful people who 
live here," he said. "As a Sikh, it also 
means so much that I will be wear-
ing the Chains of Office and the tur-
ban. It will help show what a happy 
multicultural city we have and may-
be inspire others as well," he added.

Apart from being a councillor, 

Mr Birdi has been actively involved 
in setting up religious, social, and 
community projects in Coventry.

Now in his role as Lord Mayor as 
an ambassador of the city, his cho-
sen charities for support for the year 
include Muscular Dystrophy charity, 
the Coventry Resource Centre for the 
Blind, and University Hospitals Cov-
entry and Warwickshire Charity.

He served as Deputy Lord Mayor 
for the past 12 months and was 
presented with the Chains of Office 
at the Annual General Meeting at 
Coventry Cathedral last week, a cer-
emony attended by members of his 
family. He succeeds Councillor Kevin 
Maton in the role of Lord Mayor and 
Councillor Mal Mutton has been 
named as the Deputy Lord Mayor for 
the coming year.

Agencies

BENGALURU: Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah on Sunday said 
that he would prefer books over 
flowers or shawls given by people as 
a mark of respect at various events.

Taking to Twitter, Siddaramaiah 
said, "I have decided not to accept 
flowers or shawls from people who 
often give it as a mark of respect. 
This is for during both personal 
and public events. People can give 
books if they want to express their 
love and respect in the form of gifts. 
May all your love and affection con-
tinue to be on me."

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on 
Saturday said that as promised, the 
Congress government has in prin-
ciple approved the 5 Guarantees an-
nounced in the party's manifesto be-
fore the elections. The chief minister 
was addressing the media about the 
decisions taken in his first cabinet 
meeting after assuming office.

It is estimated that ₹1,200 crore is 
required to implement the Griha Jy-
oti scheme, to provide 200 Unit free 
power to every household. ₹2,000 
per month will be transferred to the 
head woman of the family, 10 kg rice 
will be given under Anna Bhagya 

and ₹3,000/month will be given to 
unemployed graduates and ₹1,500 
to diploma holders who have passed 
out during the current educational 
year for up to 2 years. Women, who 
are residents of the State, would be 
given free bus pass to travel in gov-
ernment Buses, he informed.

Guidelines are being worked out 
in detail and will be discussed in 
the next cabinet meeting, he said, 
adding that Cabinet has also decid-
ed to convene a legislature session 
from May 22 to 24, and the Budget 
will be presented in July.

According to preliminary esti-
mates, ₹50,000 crore is required 
annually to fulfill the 5-guarantees, 
he said. Chief Minister also added 
that information about Indira can-
teen is also being sought and they 
would be started soon.

The newly sworn-in CM said that 
during the previous term, "We had 
fulfilled 158 out of 165 promises 
made in the Election Manifesto. We 
have kept our promises. Along with 
fulfilling the promises, we have 
implemented more than 30 new 
schemes such as Indira Canteen, 
loan waiver, Vidya siri, Shoe Bha-
gya, Pashu Bhagya etc., which were 
not included in the manifesto."

"AUSTRALIA AND INDIA SHARE A COMMITMENT TO A STABLE, secure and 
prosperous Indo-Pacific. Together we have an important role to play in supporting this 
vision," he said, amidst China's aggressive behaviour in the region as well as its efforts 

to expand its influence.
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Spice From Gurez Among 
Varieties Displayed At 
G20 Event
Women 
Entrepreneurs 
Glad To See Their 
Products Being 
Showcased To 
Global Audience

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Three products 
from Bandipora were dis-
played at the ongoing third 
G20 Tourism Working Group 
meeting at the Sher-e-Kashmir 
International Conference Cen-
ter (SKICC).

Black Cumin (Kaala Zeera) 
cultivated amidst the lush for-
ests of Gurez Valley, organic 
Rajma sourced from Tulail 
Valley, and exquisite paper 
machie products from Sumbal 
were displayed at a stall.

Gurez black cumin is re-
nowned for its aromatic prop-
erties, herbal benefits, and 
medicinal value. Organic Ra-
jma (Kidney Beans) from the 
region is known across the 
country for its distinctive fla-
vor and aroma while the artists 
of Sumbal create exquisite pa-
per machie art pieces known 
for their captivating aesthetics 
and visual allure.

According to Shreen Shafi, 
the District Programme 
Manager of Bandipora, the 
G20 summit in Srinagar has 
brought immense benefits 
to the Self-Help Groups reg-
istered at the JK Rural Liveli-
hood Mission. The event has 
provided them with a valuable 
platform to showcase their 

products at the exhibition.
Shafi explained that the Kala 

Zeera and Rajma have been 
branded as "Gurez Naturals" 
by SRLM.

“This presents a remarkable 
opportunity to introduce these 
products to a global audience. 
These products are already ac-
cessible through popular on-
line shopping platforms such 
as Amazon,” she said.

She also said that despite the 
formidable terrain and isolat-
ed location of Gurez and Tulial 
sub-divisions within the Ban-
dipora district, JKRLM-Umeed 
adopted a creative approach to 
foster entrepreneurship.

“They accomplished this by 
establishing women-led self-
help groups (SHGs),” she added.

She added that these 
groups were inspired to cre-
ate an activity-focused col-
lective and gather wild black 
zeera. They discovered that 
the spice was in high demand 
and possessed remarkable 
medicinal properties.

“Thanks to the support from 
JKRLM, the group successfully 

launched the brand "Gurez 
Naturals,” enabling them to 
sell their product online and 
overcome commercial isola-
tion," she explained.

“This strategic choice gave 
the group a competitive ad-
vantage in the market and fa-
cilitated the establishment of 
their brand, 'Gurez Naturals',” 
she emphasized.

By leveraging online sales, 
the group effectively expanded 
their reach to a broader audi-
ence and mitigated the chal-
lenges of operating in a remote 
location thus avoiding com-
mercial isolation, she said.

Officials said that the dis-
play of “Gurez Naturals” brand 
serves as a testament to the 
remarkable impact of entre-
preneurship in driving positive 
change within both individuals 
and communities. “Through 
the empowerment of women 
and the provision of necessary 
resources and support, organi-
zations like JKRLM-Umeed are 
fostering sustainable and in-
clusive pathways for develop-
ment,” an official said—(KNO)

G20 MEETING

APSCC Bats For Liberal Visa Policy 
For Visiting Religious Places In J&K

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The All Parties Sikh 
Coordination Committee (AP-
SCC) on Monday welcomed the 
third tourism working group 
meeting of the G20 countries 
in Kashmir, but said there is a 
need to introduce liberal visa 
policy so that people from 
foreign nations visit places of 
religious importance without 
any hassle.

In a statement, APSCC 
chairman Jagmohan Singh 
Raina said Srinagar is privi-

leged to host delegates of 
G20 nations, but since there 
are many places of religious 
importance in the Union Ter-
ritory, it is important to intro-
duce hassle-free visa services 
to the foreigners so that they 
visit such places without any 
difficulty.

"The Union territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir, and La-
dakh have tremendous scope 
of religious tourism. Religious 
places like Jamia Masjid Sri-
nagar, Dargah Hazratbal, Gurd-
wara Chatti Padshahi Srinagar, 

Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-Jam-
mu, Kheer Bhawani Tulmulla-
Ganderbal, and Gumpas of 
Ladakh have a mass appeal, 
but have not been put on the 
international religious tourism 
map so far," Raina said.

In Jammu, celebrations 
broke out over the G20 meet-
ing in Srinagar.

Led by Ashok Gupta, the 
members of Dogra Front and 
Shiv Sena enthusiastically 
marched in the city, express-
ing hope that the meeting will 
boost tourism in J-K. 

J&K Leaders Must Welcome Delegates 
Wholeheartedly: BJP

Apni Party Welcomes G20 Delegates

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The BJP on Monday 
said all political leaders in 
Jammu and Kashmir must 
welcome the G20 delegates 
wholeheartedly.

The third G20 Tourism 
Working Group meeting be-
gan in summer capital Sri-
nagar on Monday. It is aimed 
to give a boost to tourism in 
the Union Territory.

''I request that all big lead-
ers of political parties whole-
heartedly welcome the G20 
team members,'' J-K BJP chief 
Ravinder Raina told reporters 
here.

''Atithi Devo Bhava, Vasudhai-

va Kutumbakam has been our 
tradition. Big leaders like Farooq 
Abdullah who have worked in 
constitutional positions, some-
times as chief ministers and 
sometimes as Union ministers, 
were always welcomed in dif-
ferent countries during their 
foreign visits,'' he said.

Now that the guests have 
come to our home, we must 
welcome them with love and 
an open heart, he added.

About 60 foreign delegates 
arrived in Srinagar on Mon-
day for the third tourism 
working group meeting of the 
G20 countries. This is the first 
international meeting be-
ing held in Kashmir after the 

abrogation of Article 370 and 
the bifurcation of the erst-
while state into Union Terri-
tories - Jammu and Kashmir, 
and Ladakh - in August 2019.

Raina thanked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for giv-
ing respect to Jammu and 
Kashmir by holding the event 
in Srinagar.

''The people of J-K are 
highly grateful to Modi for 
giving an opportunity to the 
people to welcome the repre-
sentatives of the mighty G20 
group. It is for the first time 
that such a big event is being 
held in J-K. We are grateful to 
the nations who are taking 
part in the event,'' he said.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Apni Party on Mon-
day said that the ongoing G20 
summit in Kashmir holds im-
mense significance because of 
its potential to fetch investments 
to unlock the tourism industry’s 
abundant potential in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Also, the grand event has en-
abled J&K people a chance to 
exhibit their cultural richness 
and beautiful natural resources 
to the world.

A party statement issued here 
reads: "It is a moment of pride 
and honour for the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir to host the 
third G-20 Tourism Working 
Group meeting in Srinagar. This 
occasion has provided us with a 

chance to showcase our tourism 
potential in terms of our natural 
resources, rich culture, and art 
to the outside world. Since this 
meeting of the high-profile in-
ternational delegates from the 
G20 member countries is revolv-
ing around tourism-related mat-
ters, it provided us with a valu-
able opportunity to show the 
world that this blessed land has 
enough potential to be unlocked 
for the economic growth of this 
region."

"Apni Party welcomes the 
delegates from the G20 mem-
ber countries and applauds the 
Union Government, LG Adminis-
tration, and the local stakehold-
ers to ensure such a grand event, 
which is full of potential, is held 
in Jammu and Kashmir, where 

people have suffered huge eco-
nomic losses and the loss of lives 
due to the prolonged conflict 
over the past more than thirty 
years. The people of Jammu and 
Kashmir are in dire need of some 
solace in terms of employment 
opportunities and economic 
growth here. The future of our 
young generation is at stake 
because of growing unemploy-
ment and the lack of opportuni-
ties. Therefore, we must strive 
for opportunities that can pave 
the way for outside investments 
so that we will be able to ensure 
infrastructural development 
here which will enable us to un-
lock the potential of our natural 
resources. In this context, the 
G20 summit in Srinagar sparks 
the hope." The statement added.

Rain In Plains, Snow Over Upper 
Reaches From Today: MeT

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Amid forecast for 
scattered to widespread light 
to moderate rain and thunder-
storm from May 23, night tem-
perature recorded a rise in Jam-
mu and Kashmir on Monday.

Quoting a meteorological De-
partment official, news agency 
GNS that from May 23 to 26th 
there would be “fairly wide-
spread to widespread light to 
moderate rain/thunder/light-
ning with possibility of Hail-
storm and gusty winds at few 
places. He said a few places 
over higher reaches may re-
ceive light snowfall.

The MeT has already issued 
“orange warning” for “isolated 
heavy rain thunder lightning 
with gusty winds 30-40 kmph” 
on May 23 in J&K. Also a yellow 
warning for “isolated thunder 
and lightning isolated thunder 
and lightning” has been fore-
cast on May 25 and 26.

There are four types of colour 
codes signifying the level of 
caution: green which means no 
action, yellow—situation to be 
watched, orange–government 
agencies need to be prepared 
for severe weather and red –
action needed by the agencies.

Regarding temperature, a 
meteorological department 
official here told GNS that Sri-
nagar recorded a low of 13.0°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night and it was1.3°C above 

normal for the summer capital.
Qazigund, he said, recorded 

a low of 9.0°C against 8.4°C on 
the previous night and it was 
below normal by 1.3°C for the 
gateway town of Kashmir.

Pahalgam, he said, recorded 
a low of 6.2°C against 5.2°C on 
the previous night and it was 
normal for the famous tourist 
resort in south Kashmir’s An-
antnag district.

In Kupwara town, he said, 
the mercury settled at 9.4°C 
against 8.6°C on the previous 
night and it was 1.0°C below 
normal for the north Kashmir 
area.

Kokernag recorded a low 
of 11.8°C against 11.1°C on the 
previous night and it was 1.7°C 
above normal for the place, the 
officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 
9.5°C against 9.0°C on previous 
night and it was above normal 
by 2.7°C for the popular ski-
ing resort in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 
25.1°C and it was 0.7°C below 
normal for J&K’s winter capital, 
he said.

Banihal recorded a low of 
11.3°C (below normal by 0.7°C), 
Batote 16.2°C (1.7°C above nor-
mal), Katra 21.6°C (0.6°C above 
normal) and Bhaderwah 16.6°C 
(above normal by 1.2°C). Lada-
kh’s Leh and Kargil recorded a 
low of 3.6°C and 4.3°C respec-
tively, he said.

Material Recovery Facility 
Transforming Jammu Into 
Clean, Green City

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu city is rapidly 
transforming into a "clean and 
green city", with noticeable 
improvements in cleanliness in 
streets, footpaths, flyovers and 
residential areas.

The city is making significant 
progress towards achieving 
zero waste and at the fore-
front of this positive change 
is the Material Recovery Facil-
ity (MRF), also known as the 
'Swachhta Kendra' (cleanliness 
centre), established in 2021.

The first-ever MRF in Jammu 
and Kashmir on the outskirts of 
the city operates under the col-

laboration of the Regional and 
Urban Development Agency 
(RUDA) and the Jammu Munic-
ipal Corporation (JMC). It em-
ploys a sustainable approach to 
integrated plastic waste man-
agement and efficient recycling 
within the city.

"This MRF in Jammu is the 
first of its kind. We have estab-
lished it in partnership with 
the Jammu Municipal Corpo-
ration. It has been operational 
for almost three years now, 
with a daily capacity to handle 
five tonnes of waste. Currently, 
we collect, segregate, and re-
cycle approximately 150 to 200 
tonnes of trash every month," 
Sajeev Arora, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of RUDA, told PTI.

Equipped with state-of-the-
art technology, the MRF col-
lects, separates, and processes 

dry waste before sending it to 
recycling centres. As a result, it 
significantly contributes to the 
reduction of carbon emissions 
and the effort is to make the 
city clean and green, he said.

"To date, we have collected 
7,000 metric tonnes of plastic 
waste, which we have success-
fully segregated and recycled. 
From an environmental per-
spective, every kilogram of 
plastic waste collected indi-
rectly prevents three kilograms 
of carbon emissions. Through 
our efforts, we have already re-
duced 20,000 to 22,000 metric 
tonnes of carbon emissions in 
the atmosphere," Arora said.

The city corporation employs 
sanitation workers who collect 
segregated wet and dry waste 
from households and public 
areas. The waste is then either 
transported directly to the MRF 
or delivered to mini-sorting 
stations for further segregation 
and recycling, he said.

Arora said the waste collec-
tion system also has led to a 
positive economic impact.

"We engage waste collectors, 
whose livelihoods depend on 
trash collection. They sell the 
waste to the MRF, enabling 
us to purchase the trash from 
them. Currently, we have 450 
rag pickers and waste pickers, 
known as 'safaie mitras,' who 
are connected to the project."

Arora said they will be set-
ting up a material recycling 
centre soon in the city.CS Launches Revamped Portal 

With Latest Info About J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta on Mon-
day launched the revamped UT 
portal, a single window plat-
form for integrated delivery of 
information and services  by 
various Government Depart-
ments with latest features in 
presence of Commissioner Sec-
retary, IT, Prerna Puri.

 Dr Mehta praised the IT De-
partment and the NIC for cre-
ating this inclusive platform 
offering both the services and 
information as well. He said 
that the portal would act as one 
stop solution for all the people 
availing services or seeking in-
formation about different as-
pects of the UT.

On the occasion, the Chief 
Secretary also enquired about 
the response of public over 
the online services. He also 
took note of the feedback from 
the applicants over RAS portal 
and the status of integration of 
services with the Auto-appeal 
system for timely delivery of 
services to the public.

During the launch it was 
given out that the goal of this 

portal is to provide the holis-
tic information about J&K to 
the citizens of the country. The 
core functionalities provided 
by the portal relate to Gov-
ernment structure in the UT, 
budget, key notifications, gov-
ernment schemes, key func-
tionaries, important institu-
tions, news feed, social media 
and emergency contacts etc. 
It also provides transactional 
government services for citi-
zens, business establishments 
and overseas people.

The various sections/features 
of the portal include profile of 
the UT and is  available in three 
languages viz; English, Urdu and 
Hindi. There is a separate section 
providing information about the 
Government and its officials. It 
also contains the links to depart-
ments and all districts of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Important links to 
some important websites like 
LG Office, GAD, J&K Police, Fire & 
Emergency Services, Traffic Po-
lice, SKIMS, EDI, JKPSC, JKSSB, e-
Unnat, e-Gov Initiatives, Mobile 
Apps, Educational Institutions, 
Citizen Services, Tenders & Ad-
vertisement are available on the 
portal.

People Have To Wake Up And 
Defeat Divisive Forces: Azad

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party (DPAP) chair-
man Ghulam Nabi 
Azad on Monday 
asked party work-
ers to gear up for the 
upcoming polls and 
said the people have 
to wake up and de-
feat the divisive and 
communal forces.

He urged the peo-
ple to maintain brotherhood 
and religious harmony and in-
dulge in healthy politics that 
will usher in a new dawn of 
peace and development in the 
Union Territory.

"The elections for assembly, 
panchayats and local bodies in 
Jammu and Kashmir are im-
minent and whenever they 
are held, I am sure our party 

will emerge as one of the larg-
est political parties," Azad said 
addressing party workers at 
Changa in Doda district.

People have to 
wake up and de-
feat the divisive and 
communal forces 
and vote for devel-
opment, peace and 
prosperity of Jammu 
and Kashmir, he said.

"When I was the 
chief minister of 

the erstwhile state, I build up 
its infrastructure,  sanctioned 
colleges, hospitals, schools and 
road network to connect this 
landlocked region with the rest 
of country.

"If I get yet another chance 
to serve my people, the Chenab 
valley will emerge as the hub 
of economic and educational 
activities," Azad said.

8 Private Tour Ops Allotted 
Seats For Haj-2023 In Kashmir
Each Allotted 50 Seats Under Category II

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Ministry of 
Minority Affairs, Govt. of In-
dia has allotted seats to 8 
HGOs (Private Tour Opera-
tors) in Kashmir for registra-
tion Haj-2023 after they were 
found eligible, an official 
spokesperson said.

He quoted a communica-
tion (No. haj-23/28/2022-HAJ-
MoMA dated: 05-05-2023) of 
Ministry of Minority Affairs, 
Govt. of India in this regard.

For the information of the 
public in general and aspiring 
Haj Pilgrims of Haj-2023 in 
particular, the names of these 
HGOs (Private Tour Opera-
tors) are hereunder.

M/s Al Safeer Tour and 
Travels, 19 Toker Market, 
Ganjiwara, Anantnag, file No. 
JK02346123 has been allotted 
50 seats under category II.

M/s Raj Baba Tour and Trav-
els, Meerak Abad SKUAST 
Road, Shalimar, Sgr. file No. 
JK02352823 has been allot-
ted a seat quota of 50 under 
category II.

M/s Al Ghazali Tour & Trav-

els, Madina Chowk, Gawkadal, 
Sgr, file No. JK02354423 has 
been allotted 50 seats under 
category II.

M/s Nissar Jan Wani, Qazi 
Complex, Magarmal Bagh 
Chowk, Exhibition Road, Sgr, 
file No. JK02362323 allotted 
seat quota of 50, under cat-
egory II.

M/s Al Hayat Hajj and Um-
rah Travel Services, Cres-
cent City Centre, 1st Floor, 
Main Road, Budgam; file No. 
JK02418423 allotted a quota 
of 50 seats under category II.

M/s Mohammad Abas Pandit, 
Magam Narbal Gulmarg Road, 
Budgam; file No. JK02427623 
has been allotted a quota of 50 
seats under category II.

M/s Labaika Haj & Umrah 
Services, 2nd Floor, MS Shop-
ping Mall, Residency Road, 
Sgr; file No. JK02432623 has 
been allotted a seat quota of 
50 under category II.

M/s Al Huda Travels, Ad-
dress: Shah Complex Opp. 
OPD Gate, SMHS Karan Nagar, 
Sgr; file No. JK02439323 has 
been allotted a quota of 50 
seats under category II.

Non-Teaching Staff In School Edu Deptt 
Having Over Stay To Be Transferred

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Following the 
transfer of teaching staff, the 
School Education Department 
Monday decided to transfer the 
mature stayed non-teaching 
staff as well.

The department is likely 
to adopt the Annual Transfer 
Drive (ATD) type policy for the 
transfer of matured stay non-
teaching staff.

Director of School Education 
Kashmir (DSEK) in a commit-
tee to Chief Education Officers 
(CEOs) of the region has said 
that the instructions were con-
veyed to initiate transfer pro-
cess in respect of non-teaching 
ans non-gazetted (Minsterial) 
staff having mature or over-stay.

“In this context, it is to say 
that DSEK has perused the data 

supplied by CEOs with regard 
to stay list of Junior Assistants 
working in their respective dis-
tricts and it has been observed 
that more than 475 officials 
have already completed pre-
scribed tenure at their respec-
tive place of postings,” DSEK 
said.

The director accordingly 
requested the CEOs to take 
immediate necessary action 
for effecting overstayed non-
teaching officials viz Junior As-
sistants, Lab Assistants, Lib-As-
sistants and MTS to comply the 
instructions of the administra-
tive department and in terms 
of transfer policy and delega-
tion of powers.

It also said that the compli-
ance report be shared with 
DSEK office within two days 
without fail.
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PM’s Three-Nation Tour

Prime Minister Narendra Modi affirmed 
India's full preparedness and unwavering 
commitment to safeguard its sovereignty 
and dignity in a recent interview with the 

Japanese publication Nikkei Asia, the PM em-
phasized that the peace on the border was impor-
tant to foster normal bilateral relations between 
India and its neighbors. He also underscored that 
the cordial India-China relationship can only be 
forged on the principles of mutual respect, mu-
tual sensitivity, and mutual interests adding that 
normal India-China relations will benefit not 
only India and China but also the wider region 
and the world. 

As for ties with Pakistan, the PM emphasized 
the desire for normal and neighborly relations  
with Islamabad provided the latter created a con-
ducive environment free from terrorism and hos-
tilities. The PM made it clear that the onus is on 
Pakistan to take necessary steps in this regard.

Talking about the Russia-Ukraine war, the PM 
expressed India's clear and unwavering position 
on the conflict, saying his country maintained 
communication with both Russia and Ukraine. He 
added that cooperation and collaboration should 
define our times, not conflict. The comments fol-
lowed the PM’s meeting with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky on the sidelines of the Group 
of Seven (G7) summit in Japan Saturday, the first 
in-person meeting between the two since Russia’s 
invasion began. Modi  After the meeting, the PM 
said India would do “everything we can” to help 
end the war.

The PM also highlighted India's economic 
progress,saying the country had witnessed re-
markable growth over the years. He noted that In-
dia has risen from being the tenth-largest economy 
in 2014 to the fifth-largest globally. While acknowl-
edging the challenges posed by global headwinds, 
he stressed  that India has built a strong founda-
tion in recent years, positioning the country favor-
ably for future growth

Currently on a three-nation tour, the PM is in 
Australia on the third and final leg of his three-na-
tion tour, after concluding his visit to Papua New 
Guinea where he co-hosted the first Forum for In-
dia–Pacific Islands Cooperation summit and met 
leaders from the Pacific Island nations to boost 
bilateral ties. Modi is visiting Australia as a guest 
of the Australian Government. He will also attend 
a community event in Sydney to celebrate Austra-
lia’s dynamic and diverse Indian diaspora. 

The success of the tour has once again un-
derscored India’s rising geopolitical profile 
and diplomatic heft. The country is playing 
now a bigger role in influencing world affairs 
and working to change it for the better. India's 
commitment to peaceful resolutions, economic 
progress, and support for those in need show-
cases its determination to play a constructive 
role on the global stage. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Withdrawal of Rs 2,000 note 
creates dislocation in economy

I
n a decision that revives echoes of the November 8, 
2016 decree, the Reserve Bank of India on Friday an-
nounced withdrawal of the Rs 2,000 denomination note 
from circulation. There are two noticeable departures 

from demonetisation in 2016. One, these notes will continue 
to remain legal tender. And two, people have been allowed 
a four-month window ending on September 30 to either de-
posit or exchange the Rs 2,000 note. Technically, therefore, 
this may not be considered demonetisation — there is little 
clarity, also, over the status of these notes on October 1. But 
this decision only reinforces the view that the introduction 
of the Rs 2000 note directly contradicted the claims made at 
the time by the government that demonetisation of Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 notes was a well thought out, effective and per-
manent strike against black money.

From an operational perspective, Friday’s decision 
seems unnecessary. As per the RBI’s annual report, no fresh 
Rs 2,000 notes have been supplied by the printing presses in 
the past few years. And as the disposal of soiled notes has 
been steadily increasing, this note was in effect losing its 
share in the larger economy. In 2019, the Rs 2,000 note ac-
counted for 31.2 per cent of the value of all notes in circula-
tion. By 2022, it had fallen to 13.8 per cent. And by the end of 
March 2023, it had fallen further. This implies that over time 
the share of this high denomination note would have fallen 
further, and as the numbers of soiled notes rose, it could 
have been slowly phased out of circulation without causing 
disruption to the system and inconvenience to the public. 
The RBI, in its wisdom, has stipulated that the exchange of 
the Rs 2,000 note cannot exceed Rs 20,000 at a time — hope-
fully, it has made provisions of lower denomination notes 
in banks for the exchange. There may be a pattern here of 
disruptive policy moves that raise concerns of transparency 
and of costs outstripping the presumed benefits. The recent 
decision to include international credit card transactions 
under the liberalised remittance scheme, attracting a higher 
rate of tax collected at source, fits this pattern.

Indian Express 
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Reducing Pesticide Use, 

Restoring Degraded Ecosystems
Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

W
hen we talk of Bio-
logical Diversity also 
known as Biodiversity 
it is the sum of all life 

on earth. From ordinary Bacteria, 
small algae or fungus found on 
earth to the massive blue whale 
found in oceans or the massive 
forests of Amazon, they all are con-
stituents of our earth’s biodiver-
sity. The rich biodiversity is often 
found in two types of places: pro-
tected forest areas and those areas 
which are inhabited by Indigenous 
People who have least contact with 
the outside world.

The biodiversity of earth is a 
valuable resource. This is the pri-
mary source of our biosphere. It 
is the only earth which has such a 
systemic life web which has food, 
water and air available. Now one 
can understand how important 
it is to protect and preserve this 
biodiversity. India being party to 
the United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity signed at Rio 
de Janeiro on the 5th day of June, 
1992 enacted Biodiversity Act in 
2002. Even after two decades of en-
actment of this law in India, the 
authorities at helm are not serious 
about enforcing the provisions of 
this law on ground. In Jammu & 
Kashmir, there are Biodiversity 
Committees constituted at village 
level which have a lot of work to do 
but unfortunately these commit-
tees are not supported at all. The 
biodiversity rich villages located 
near our forests are yet to cre-
ate Peoples Biodiversity Register 
(PBR) which is mandatory.

From Agreement to Action
With an aim of making nations 

sensitive towards protection of bio-
diversity the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework 
(GBF) was adopted during the 15th 
meeting of the Conference of Par-
ties (COP 15) following a four-year 
consultation and negotiation pro-
cess. This meeting was held in two 
phases between 7th to 19th December 
2022 at Kunming, China and Mon-
treal, Canada respectively. This 
historic Framework supports the 
achievement of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals-SDGs and builds 
on the Convention’s previous Stra-
tegic Plans, sets out an ambitious 
pathway to reach the global vision 
of a world living in harmony with 
nature by 2050. Among the Frame-
work’s key elements are 4 goals for 
2050 and 23 targets for 2030. How 
much are nations working to meet 
these given goals and targets?

When we talk about targets set 
for the next 7 years, are our govern-
ment agencies serious about these?

This year’s Biodiversity Day 
has a lovely theme “From Agree-
ment to Action: Build Back Bio-
diversity”. Governments hold 
conventions and conferences on 
environment, biodiversity and cli-
mate change, but very little action 
is taken on ground.

Even after more than 20 years 

of enactment of the Biodiversity 
Act in India, I don’t see even 10 
to 20 of the provisions of this law 
are implemented on ground. How 
many workshops , conferences 
and meetings were held by various 
Biodiversity Committees in J&K 
in the last 5 years? How many Peo-
ple’s Biodiversity Registers-PBR’s 
have been prepared at the village 
level? How much information has 
been collected from local hakeems, 
vaids about the medicinal value of 
different herbs? How many PBRs 
have been digitized?

Important GBF Targets
The implementation of the 

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodi-
versity Framework-GBF will be 
guided and supported through a 
comprehensive package of deci-
sions also adopted at COP 15. This 
package includes a monitoring 
framework for the GBF,  an en-
hanced mechanism for planning, 
monitoring, reporting and review-
ing implementation, the necessary 
financial resources for implemen-
tation, strategic frameworks for 
capacity development and techni-
cal and scientific cooperation, as 
well as an agreement on digital 
sequence information on genetic 
resources.

In adopting the Kunming-Mon-
treal Global Biodiversity Frame-
work, all Parties committed to set-
ting national targets to implement 
it, while all other actors have been 
invited to develop and communi-
cate their own commitments. At 
the next meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties in 2024 in Turkey, the 
nations will take stock of the tar-
gets and commitments that have 
been set.

The GBF includes 4 goals and 
23 targets for achievement by 2050 
and 2030 respectively. The GBF 
goals to protect nature are

i)             Halting human-induced 
extinction of threatened species & 
reducing the rate of extinction of 

all species tenfold.
ii)           Sustainable use and 

management of biodiversity to en-
sure that nature’s contributions to 
people are valued, maintained and 
enhanced

iii)         Fair sharing of the ben-
efits from the utilization of genetic 
resources, and digital sequence in-
formation on genetic resources.

iv)         Adequate means of 
implementing the GBF be acces-
sible to all Parties, particularly the 
underdeveloped nations and small 
island developing states.

The first part of COP 15 took 
place in Kunming, China and rein-
forced the commitment to address 
the biodiversity crisis and the Kun-
ming Declaration was adopted by 
over 100 countries. The important 
targets of GBF to be achieved by 

2030 are :
i)             Restore 30% degraded 

ecosystems globally (on land and 
sea) by 2030 & to conserve and man-
age 30% areas (terrestrial, inland 
water, and coastal and marine) by 
2030

ii)           Stop the extinction of 
known species, and by 2050 reduce 
tenfold the extinction risk and rate 
of all species (including unknown)

iii)         Reduce risk from pes-
ticides by at least 50% by 2030 and 
nutrients lost to the environment 
by at least 50% by 2030

iv)         Reduce pollution risks 
and negative impacts of pollu-
tion from all sources by 2030 to 
levels that are not harmful to bio-
diversity and ecosystem functions

v)           Reduce global footprint 
of consumption by 2030, including 
through significantly reducing 
overconsumption and waste gen-
eration and halving food waste

vi)         Sustainably manage 
areas under agriculture, aquacul-
ture fisheries, and forestry and 
substantially increase agroecol-
ogy and other biodiversity-friendly 
practices.

vii)       Tackle climate change 
through nature-based solutions and 
the rate of introduction and estab-
lishment of invasive alien species 
by at least 50% by 2030 & secure the 
safe, legal and sustainable use and 
trade of wild species by 2030

viii)      Creating Green urban 
spaces

Conclusion
Like other nations, states and 

regions, Jammu & Kashmir is 
also facing huge challenges as far 
as biodiversity is concerned. Our 
rivers and streams which were 
treasures of biological diversity 
are being plundered by heavy duty 
cranes and excavators to extract 
riverbed materials like sand, grav-
el and boulders. This is not only 
destroying our river landscape but 
is also destroying our biodiversity 
overall.

The GBF says that by 2030 na-
tions have to reduce 50% risks 
from pesticide pollution but in J&K 
the use of pesticides is increasing 
day by day. After COP 15, no steps 
have been taken to reduce the use 
of pesticides in J&K. Similarly, 
our river ecosystems have been de-
stroyed due to excessive riverbed 
mining and they are to be restored 
back. In-fact National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has penalized the Govt 
institutions for this after I moved 
a petition around 2 years back but 
inspite of that the Geology & Min-
ing Department is not acting on the 
ground. We also need urgent resto-
ration of our Karewas which are 
being plundered due to excessive 
clay mining.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an 
Acumen Fellow. He is Srinagar 

based writer and activist. He is also 
an Anant Fellow for Climate Action

P
LASTIC waste is an ongoing 
problem not only on Earth 
but in space also. A team of 
scientists in renowned or-

ganisations is now testing a novel 
way to convert discarded plastic in 
space into useful material. For ex-
ample NASA is  experimenting with 
space management in space through 
the reactor project. The system will 
subject waste material from space to 

high temperatures to convert it into 
usable material. As part of the waste 
to base materials program, a team of 
scientists recently built reactors that 
successfully converted space debris 
into useful gas. In another example,

Scientists at the National Renew-
able Energy Laboratory are also de-
veloping a machine that turns plas-
tic into a material usable in space 
itself.In this experiment the PETase 

enzyme breaks down Poly Ethylene 
Terephthalate (PET) plastic into its 
basic components of terephthalic 
acid, (which initiates the entire pro-
cess of recycling PET in space). The 
acid is then fed to bacteria, which 
convert it into another compound 
that can be used to make useful ny-
lon. Scientists have already launched 
a soup of bacteria and enzymes into 
space as part of an autonomous sys-

tem designed to convert plastic waste 
into usable material. The most prom-
ising aspect of the latest  experiment 
is that it works completely autono-
mously, allowing the bacterial soup 
to slowly break down the plastic, ac-
cording to latest news reports.

Vijay Kumar HK
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Plastic Waste in Space Getting Recycled

How many 
workshops , 
conferences and meetings 
were held by various 
Biodiversity Committees 
in J&K in the last 5 years? 
How many People’s 
Biodiversity Registers-
PBR’s have been prepared 
at the village level? How 
much information has 
been collected from local 
hakeems, vaids about 
the medicinal value of 
different herbs? How 
many PBRs have been 
digitised?
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Is Moral Existence Possible 
in Modern World?

Mohammad Saalim Farooq

ARISTOTLE had declared that the state 
existed for the moral perfection of hu-
man beings; implying that humans 

were morally imperfect creatures. Human 
existence embarks upon different “states 
of being”. A “state of being” entails two 
concepts: one is state of “being as” (some-
thing) and second is a state of “doing” or 
a state of activity. Morality pervades both 
these spheres; “being” as well as “doing”. 
This means morality is a constituent of 
character/personality –which realizes some 
form of presence (or present-ness), and also 
activity of negotiating with life; we can be 
morally good as well as do morally good.

An essential question with which humans 
have been constantly grappling concerns 
the nature of moral life. In other words, 
what does it mean to live a moral life? Dif-
ferent philosophies, religions, ideologies 
from times immemorial have dealt with 
this question and provided some general-
ized opinions, yet it remains unresolved and 
pertinent to the mystery of life. There is a 
tendency among people to be indolent and 
apathetic to such questions, still, we cannot 
escape them altogether. Our ignorance or 
indifference would not cease the existence 
of moral dilemmas, for example, which we 
all face at some point in our life. Thus in an 
attempt to live, it becomes a necessity to try 
and negotiate with morality, consciously or 
unconsciously, perhaps on an everyday ba-
sis.

As far as the reality of existence is con-
cerned, it is an undisputed claim that hu-
man beings do not live in an empty space; 
rather we are grounded or embedded in a 
context governed by some social, moral, and 
political idea. Moral issues come forth in a 
contestation of individual moral beliefs with 
the already present ‘ethos’ of a society. De-
veloping from Theodore Adorno, Judith But-
ler in her work Giving an Account of Oneself 
argues that the questions about moral phi-
losophy not only emerge in the context of 
social relations but also the form these ques-
tions take changes according to the context. 
What it means is that the occurrence of 
moral dilemmas, for example, is not only in-

evitable, it also keeps on upgrading itself. In 
other words, moral questions relevant to a 
certain context change their form only to be 
ever-present in a changed context. Imagine 
the question of abortion; it may be a moral 
catastrophe for some or freedom for oth-
ers but the issue around its moral character 
still surfaces in public debates about abor-
tion. Moral questions around abortion may 
have changed their form (as today we argue 
about the point at which life begins in such 
debates) but the importance and urgency of 
such questions don’t fade away.

When it comes to our contemporary life, 
a pertinent question one needs to ask is: 
what is the status of our collective moral 
existence? Where does morality stand in 
our everyday life? If we suspend much 
clichéd Existential or Postmodern critique 
(which has its own complexities and coun-
ter critiques) for a while, we will find that 
this question forms an immense relevance 

for a “fluidly modern” society like ours. 
It’s important because our experience of 
the ‘modern’ somewhere develops a ten-
sion with the ‘traditional’ or, the authentic 
mode of life. This authentic has an inherent 
meaning and purpose, an authentic life in 
other words is a life with a purpose which 
supplies it with a meaning. It is a life where 
ideals still sustain and constantly try to 
inform how to deal with our moral dilem-
mas, while on the other hand the ‘modern’ 
is where these ideals have lost their cred-
ibility and are no longer sustained because 
of an increased tendency towards a market 
oriented life. For the sake of argument let’s 
understand friendship. In its ideal under-
standing friendship is perhaps an associa-
tion wherein two or more people are emo-
tionally related to one another by sharing 
some commonality of, maybe, interests or 
vulnerabilities. It has its sanctity in the vir-
tue of being exclusive, closed, and trustwor-

thy. But how does the ‘modern’ experience 
corrode the ideals of friendship? A website 
namely RentAFriend.com allows its users to 
rent a local friend if they find themselves 
lonely in some foreign place, in other words 
you can buy a friend for some bucks to do 
away with your loneliness. The question re-
mains, if we buy a friend even if she is loyal 
will this association be called a friendship? 
The point is when we add money to rent a 
friend for some time it loses its meaning. 
Michel Sandel highlights many other such 
cases in his book What Money Can’t Buy: 
The Moral Limits of Markets. It then means 
that modern market forces can intervene 
with the meaning of otherwise abstract 
and morally intelligible ideals. Slavoj Zizek, 
in one of his interviews, makes a similar 
comment about the nature of love. He ar-
gues that the act of ‘falling in love’ which 
otherwise involved bearing the risks and 
vulnerabilities of its spontaneity, has now 

disappeared. We tend to look for someone 
to love as an arrangement of preferences 
and choices that involves conscious deci-
sion-making and remaking of it. This pro-
clivity towards having a mechanistic con-
sciousness of the world and things within 
it however abstract they are has a bearing 
on our moral existence. It makes cost-ben-
efit analysis or sometimes even hedonistic 
calculus as the only metric of our ethics –a 
benchmark of making ethical judgements in 
the acts we do or the choices we make or 
even the ideals we hold.

This phenomenon is reductionist and 
minimalistic with respect to the complex 
human existence as it doesn’t allow an in-
herently vibrant human nature to express 
itself. Some important aspects of being hu-
man like simplicity, subsistence, altruistic 
care… are lost in a mad race for frivolous 
pleasures. For instance, consider the case of 
Burj Al Arab hotel in Dubai, which was re-
cently thrown public for common people to 
visit. The hotel is jeweled with kingly luxury 
where even toilets are plated with 24 karat 
gold. There is no utility of such a luxury oth-
er than creating a fetish around commodi-
ties and standardizing the cost of living in 
such places. The benchmark it creates leaves 
a variety of other human tendencies unen-
tertained. We find people desire to visit such 
places and witness the luxury because the 
benchmark somehow even sets the sense of 
aesthetics for us.

This is precisely where the tension be-
tween the ‘modern’ and the authentic be-
comes apparent, which creates crises in our 
moral existence and makes us oscillate be-
tween being sensitive to the gravity of the 
situation and being apathetic to it altogeth-
er. The problem is; however insensitive we 
remain, these questions would resurface to 
us. The need of the hour is to have a deeper 
engagement with the question of moral and 
philosophical importance, and not shy away 
from the complexity of their nature. This is 
where a case for doing philosophy becomes 
almost inevitable.

Author is a postgraduate in Political Sci-
ence with primary interests in Philosophy 

and Ethics 

How AI Will Transform Project Management
Antonio Nieto - Rodriguez  
and Ricardo Viana Vargas

Sometime in the near future, the CEO of a 
large telecom provider is using a smartphone 
app to check on her organization’s seven stra-
tegic initiatives. Within a few taps, she knows 
the status of every project and what percent-
age of expected benefits each one has deliv-
ered. Project charters and key performance in-
dicators are available in moments, as are each 
team member’s morale level and the overall 
buy-in of critical stakeholders.

She drills down on the “rebranding” initia-
tive. A few months earlier, a large competitor 
had launched a new green brand, prompting 
her company to accelerate its own sustainabil-
ity rollout. Many AI-driven self-adjustments 
have already occurred, based on parameters 
chosen by the project manager and the project 
team at the initiative’s outset. The app informs 
the CEO of every change that needs her atten-
tion — as well as potential risks — and priori-
tizes decisions that she must make, providing 
potential solutions to each.

Before making any choices, the CEO calls 
the project manager, who now spends most 
of his time coaching and supporting the team, 
maintaining regular conversations with key 
stakeholders, and cultivating a high-perform-
ing culture. A few weeks earlier the project 
had been slightly behind, and the app recom-
mended that the team should apply agile tech-
niques to speed up one project stream.

During the meeting, they simulate possible 
solutions and agree on a path forward. The 
project plan is automatically updated, and 
messages are sent informing affected team 
members and stakeholders of the changes and 
a projection of the expected results.

Thanks to new technologies and ways of 
working, a strategic project that could have 
drifted out of control — perhaps even to fail-
ure — is now again in line to be successful and 
deliver the expected results.

Back in the present, project management 
doesn’t always move along quite as smoothly, 
but this future is probably less than a decade 
away. To get there sooner, innovators and or-
ganizations should be investing in project 
management technology now.

Project Management Today and Path Forward
Every year, approximately $48 trillion are in-

vested in projects. Yet according to the Standish 
Group, only 35% of projects are considered suc-
cessful. The wasted resources and unrealized 
benefits of the other 65% are mind-blowing.

For years in our research and publications, 
we have been promoting the modernization 

of project management. One reason we have 
found why project success rates are so poor is 
the low level of maturity of technologies avail-
able for managing them. Most organizations 
and project leaders are still using spreadsheets, 
slides, and other applications that haven’t 
evolved much over the past few decades. These 
are adequate when you are measuring project 
success by deliverables and deadlines met, but 
they fall short in an environment where proj-
ects and initiatives are always adapting — and 
continuously changing the business. There has 
been improvement in project portfolio man-
agement applications, but planning and team 
collaboration capabilities, automation and “in-
telligent” features are still lacking.

If applying AI and other technological in-
novations to project management could im-
prove the success ratio of projects by just 25%, 
it would equate to trillions of dollars of value 
and benefits to organizations, societies, and 
individuals. Each of the core the technologies 
described in the story above is ready — the 
only question now is how soon they will be ef-
fectively applied to project management.

Gartner’s research indicates that change is 
coming soon, predicting that by 2030, 80% of 
project management tasks will be run by AI, 
powered by big data, machine learning (ML), 
and natural language processing. A handful of 
researchers, such as Paul Boudreau in his book 
Applying Artificial Intelligence Tools to Project 
Management, and a growing number of start-
ups, have already developed algorithms to 
apply AI and ML in the world of project man-
agement. When this next generation of tools is 
widely adopted, there will be radical changes.

6 Aspects of Project Management that Will 
Be Disrupted

We see these coming technological devel-
opments as an opportunity like none before. 
Organizations and project leaders that are 
most prepared for this moment of disruption 
will stand to reap the most rewards. Nearly ev-
ery aspect of project management, from plan-
ning to processes to people, will be affected. 
Let’s take a look at six key areas.

1. Better selection and prioritization
Selection and prioritization are a type of pre-

diction: which projects will bring the most val-
ue to the organization? When the correct data 
is available, ML can detect patterns that can’t 
be discerned by other means and can vastly 
exceed human accuracy in making predictions. 
ML-driven prioritization will soon result in:

Faster identification of launch-ready proj-
ects that have the right fundamentals in place

Selection of projects that have higher 
chances of success and delivering the highest 

benefitsA better balance in the project portfo-
lio and overview of risk in the organization

Removal of human biases from decision-
making

2. Support for the project management of-
fice

Data analytics and automation startups are 
now helping organizations streamline and op-
timize the role of the project management of-
fice (PMO). The most famous case is President 
Emmanuel Macron’s use of the latest technol-
ogy to maintain up-to-date information about 
every French public-sector project. These new 
intelligent tools will radically transform the 
way PMOs operate and perform with:

Better monitoring of project progress
The capability to anticipate potential prob-

lems and to address some simple ones auto-
matically

Automated preparation and distribution of 
project reports, and gathering of feedback

Greater sophistication in selecting the best proj-
ect management methodology for each project

Compliance monitoring for processes and 
policies

Automation, via virtual assistants, of sup-
port functions such as status updates, risk as-
sessment, and stakeholder analysis

3. Improved, faster project definition, plan-
ning, and reporting

One of the most developed areas in project 
management automation is risk management. 
New applications use big data and ML to help 
leaders and project managers anticipate risks 
that might otherwise go unnoticed. These 
tools can already propose mitigating actions, 
and soon, they will be able to adjust the plans 
automatically to avoid certain types of risks.

Similar approaches will soon facilitate proj-
ect definition, planning, and reporting. These 
exercises are now time-consuming, repetitive, 
and mostly manual. ML, natural language pro-
cessing, and plain text output will lead to:

Improved project scoping by automating 
the time-consuming collection and analysis 
of user stories. These tools will reveal poten-
tial problems such as ambiguities, duplicates, 
omissions, inconsistencies, and complexities.

Tools to facilitate scheduling processes and 
draft detailed plans and resource demands

Automated reporting that is not only pro-
duced with less labor but will replace today’s 
reports — which are often weeks old — with 
real-time data. These tools will also drill deeper 
than is currently possible, displaying project 
status, benefits achieved, potential slippage, 
and team sentiment in a clear, objective way.

4. Virtual project assistants
Practically overnight, ChatGPT changed 

the world’s understanding of how AI can ana-
lyze massive sets of data and generate novel 
and immediate insights in plain text. In proj-
ect management, tools like these will power 
“bots” or “virtual assistants.” Oracle recently 
announced a new project management digi-
tal assistant, which provides instant status 
updates and helps users update time and task 
progress via text, voice or chat.

The digital assistant learns from past time 
entries, project planning data, and the overall 
context to tailor interactions and smartly cap-
ture critical project information. PMOtto is a 
ML-enabled virtual project assistant that is al-
ready in use. A user can ask PMOtto “Schedule 
John to paint the wall next week and allocate 
him full time to the task.” The assistant might 
reply, “Based on previous similar tasks allo-
cated to John, it seems that he will need two 
weeks to do the work and not one week as you 
requested. Should I adjust it?”

5. Advanced testing systems and software
Testing is another essential task in most 

projects, and project managers need to test 
early and often. It’s rare today to find a project 
major project without multiple systems and 
types of software that must be tested before 
the project goes live. Soon, advanced testing 
systems that are now only feasible for certain 
megaprojects will become widely available.

The Elizabeth line, part of the Crossrail 
project in the United Kingdom, is a complex 
railway with new stations, new infrastructure, 
new tracks, and new trains; it was, therefore, 
important that every element of the project 
went through a rigorous testing and com-
missioning process to ensure safety and reli-
ability. It required a never-before-seen com-
bination of hardware and software, and after 
initial challenges, the project team developed 
the Crossrail Integration Facility. This fully 
automated off-site testing facility has proven 
invaluable in increasing systems’ efficiency, 
cost-effectiveness, and resilience. Systems en-
gineer Alessandra Scholl-Sternberg describes 
some its features: “An extensive system au-
tomation library has been written, which en-
ables complex set-ups to be achieved, health 
checks to be accurately performed, endurance 
testing to occur over extended periods and the 
implementation of tests of repetitive nature.” 
Rigorous audits can be run at the facility 24-7, 
free from the risk of operator bias.

Advanced and automated system testing 
solutions for software projects will soon allow 
early detection of defects and self-correcting 
processes. This will significantly reduce time 
spent on cumbersome testing activities, re-
duce the number of reworks, and ultimately, 

deliver easy-to-use and bug-free solutions.
6. A new role for the project manager
For many project managers, automating a 

significant part of their current tasks may feel 
scary, but successful ones will learn to use 
these tools to their advantage. Project manag-
ers will not be going away, but they will need 
to embrace these changes and take advantage 
of the new technologies. We currently think of 
cross-functional project teams as a group of 
individuals, but we may soon think of them as 
a group of humans and robots.

With a shift away from administrative 
work, the project manager of the future will 
need to cultivate strong soft skills, leadership 
capabilities, strategic thinking, and business 
acumen. They must focus on the delivery of 
the expected benefits and their alignment 
with strategic goals. They will also need a good 
understanding of these technologies. Some or-
ganizations are already building AI into their 
project management education and certifica-
tion programs, and Northeastern University is 
incorporating AI into its curriculum, teaching 
project managers how to use AI to automate 
and improve data sets and optimize invest-
ment value from projects.

Data and People Make the Future a Reality
When these tools are ready for organiza-

tions, how will you make sure your organiza-
tion is ready for them? Any AI adoption pro-
cess begins with data, but you must not fail to 
prepare your people as well.

Training AI algorithms to manage projects 
will require large amounts of project-related 
data. Your organization may retain troves of 
historical project data, but they are likely to be 
stored in thousands of documents in a variety 
of file formats scattered around different sys-
tems. The information could be out-of-date, 
might use different taxonomies, or contain 
outliers and gaps. Roughly 80% of the time 
spent preparing a ML algorithm for use is fo-
cused on data gathering and cleaning, which 
takes raw and unstructured data and trans-
forms it into structured data that can train a 
machine learning model.

Without available and properly managed 
data, the AI transformation will never happen 
at your organization — but no AI transforma-
tion will flourish if you don’t also prepare 
yourself and your team for the change.

This new generation of tools will not only change 
the technology on how we manage projects, but 
will change completely our work in the project. 
Project managers must be prepared to coach and 
train their teams to adapt to this transition. 

The article was originally published by 
Harvard Business Review 
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New Study Reveals 
That Friendships 
Make Up For A Bad 
Start In Life

C
hildhoods can predict a great deal about 
how adult lives might play out. For in-
stance, research has shown that people 
whose childhoods involve poverty, abuse 

and neglect have poorer health and shorter lives 
than those who have happy, stable childhoods.

Is there a way to overcome a bad start? The evi-
dence suggests that strong social ties may be one way 
to make up for adversity in early life. People (and 
other animals such as killer whales, hyraxes and 
baboons) with strong adult friendships are healthier 
and live longer than those without such bonds.

I am a biologist working on how social envi-
ronments affect development and lifespan. I re-
cently collaborated with statisticians and other bi-
ologists to understand whether harsh conditions 
in early life led to weak social relationships and 
poor health, or if close friendships could develop 
in adulthood in spite of a tough childhood. We also 
wondered if having close friends could potentially 
even make up for a poor early life.

To answer these questions, we studied a popu-
lation of wild baboons in Kenya. Scientists often 
use animal models to test hypotheses that are 
difficult to study in humans. Baboons are a use-
ful proxy for humans because they are similar in 
their life cycle, social relationships, physiology 
and behaviour. And research has shown that the 
effects of early adversity and social bonds on lifes-
pan in humans are paralleled in baboons.

The most important result of our research is 
that early life adversity and adult social relation-
ships have independent effects on survival. That 
is, both early life environments and adult social 
bonds have strong effects, but they don't depend 
on each other.

This has been an important question for social 
scientists, because one possibility is that the ef-
fects of adult social bonds on survival are solely a 

result of the fact that early life adversity tends to 
lead to poor social bonds in adulthood and also to 
poor survival. In that scenario, the two effects are 
not independent. Everything is driven by early 
life adversity.

But our data shows that both effects matter. 
What's more, our results suggest that strong social 
bonds can make up for some of the negative effects 
of early adversity for baboons. If that's true for 
human too we don't know that yet interventions 
early in life and in adulthood could improve hu-
man health.

Baboons' lives
Baboons live in social groups with many com-

plex relationships and interactions. They have an 
accelerated life cycle compared to humans (they 
mature at around 4.5 years and females live about 
18 years). Like humans, they evolved in a savan-
nah environment and are highly adaptable and 
behaviourally flexible. These traits make them an 
ideal species for exploring our research questions 
and linking results to humans.

We study the baboons of the Amboseli eco-
system in Kenya. The lives of these baboons have 
been documented since 1971 as part of the Ambose-
li Baboon Research Project. We have complete 
lifespan data for many individuals and can track 
families across generations. Direct observation 
also offers a complete picture of their development 
and behaviour.

We used data collected by the senior field team 
of biologists in Amboseli between 1983 and 2019 
and examined six sources of early life adversity in 
the baboons:

•	 experiencing a drought in the first year of life
•	 being born into an unusually large social 

group (crowding)

•	 having a low-ranking mother
•	 having a socially isolated mother
•	 having a younger sibling born soon after 

them
•	 losing their mother when they are young.

These events are like adverse childhood expe-
riences in humans that are associated with pov-
erty or family trauma.

Once the study subjects grew up, we measured 
their social bonds and their survival as adults.

Independent effects
People whose childhoods involve pover-

ty, abuse and neglect have poorer health and 
shorter lives than those who have happy, sta-
ble childhoods

Our results showed that the effects of early life 
adversity and adult social relationships on sur-
vival were largely independent. Early life envi-
ronments and adult social bonds both had strong 
effects on survival, but adult social bonds were 
not as heavily influenced by early life adversity as 
we'd thought. And the effect of bonds on survival 
didn't depend in any way on whether the baboon 
experienced early life adversity.

This rules out the possibility that being born 
into a poor environment destines a baboon to both 
poor social relationships and poor survival.

Our results also suggest that strong social 
bonds in baboon adulthood can buffer some nega-
tive effects of early adversity: friends can make up 
for a bad start.

For the baboons, this is especially true if a 
female loses her mother but can maintain strong 
social ties to other members of the group after 
she grows up. Because mothers are an important 
source of resources, learning and social support 
in baboons, maternal loss is a particularly strong 
source of adversity.

If this result holds for humans, it means that 
interventions early in life and in adulthood could 
help improve lifespan.

Human adversity
Our results raise the possibility that human 

health and survival could be improved if people 
with adverse childhood experiences were identi-
fied and helped to improve their social relation-
ships in adulthood.

Researchers working with humans are asking 
similar questions to determine whether early life 
adversity and social bonds affect survival in the 
same way as in baboons. Future work should also 
ask if there are other links between a poor early 
life environment and survival. For example, ge-
netics, physiology, immune responses, and other 
behaviours likely play a role.

Our study also shows that some of our most 
important human traits including the importance 
of social relationships for survival evolved long 
ago. Looking to the animals can help us learn 
about ourselves. 

The Conversation
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NEW DELHI: The National 
Company Law Appellate Tri-
bunal (NCLAT) on Monday 
upheld insolvency resolution 
proceedings against crisis-hit 
airline Go First, derailing air-
craft lessors' efforts to take 
back their planes from the 
struggling Wadia group firm.

A two-member NCLAT 
bench directed aircraft lessors 
and the Interim Resolution 
Profession-
al (IRP) of 
the Wa-
dia group 
firm to ap-
proach the Na-
tional Company L a w 
Tribunal (NCLT) regarding the 
claim of possession and other 
respective claims relating 
to the aircraft whose leases 
were terminated by the les-
sors after the company filed 
for insolvency process.

"The order dated May 10, 
2023, admitting Section 10 
Application is upheld," said 
the NCLAT bench headed by 
Chairperson Justice Ashok 
Bhushan.

Earlier, NCLT on May 10, 
2023, admitted the plea of Go 
First to initiate voluntary in-
solvency resolution proceed-
ings and appointed an interim 
resolution professional (IRP) 
to suspend the company's 
board.

The said NCLT order was 
challenged by Go First's four 
aircraft lessors - SMBC Avia-

tion Capital Ltd, GY Aviation, 
SFV Aircraft Holdings and 
Engine Leasing Finance BV 
(ELFC) - owning around 22 
aeroplanes.

Disposing of their pleas 
through a 40-page-long 
common order, the NCLAT 
said lessors are at "liberty 
to file" appropriate applica-
tion before NCLT under Sec-
tion 65 of the Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) with 
"appropriate pleadings and 
material" regard- i n g 

their 

claims.
However, it also added that 

NCLT while considering the 
said application "shall not be 
influenced by any observa-
tions made in this order".

"The appellants, as well as 
IRP, are at liberty to make ap-
propriate Application before 
the Adjudicating Authority 
(NCLT) for declaration with 
regard to the applicability of 
the moratorium on the air-
craft with regard to which 
Leases in favour of the Corpo-
rate Applicant (Go First) were 
terminated prior to admis-
sion of Section 10 Applica-
tion, which Application needs 
to be considered and decided 
by the Adjudicating Author-
ity in accordance with law," 

it said.
NCLAT also held lessors and 

IRP are at liberty to make an 
appropriate application un-
der Section 60, sub-section 
(5) with regard to claims of 
possession and other respec-
tive claims relating to the air-
craft in question, which need 
to be decided by the NCLT in 
accordance with the law.

Section 10 of IBC allows a 
company to approach NCLT 
for initiation of insolvency 
a f t e r default.

W h i l e 
section 60 
(5) grants 

NCLT power 
to entertain 
any claim 
made by or 
against the 

corporate debtor including 
claims by or against any of 
its subsidiaries. It also grants 
NCLT power to deal any ques-
tion of priorities or any ques-
tion of law or facts, arising out 
of CIRP.

Over aircraft lessors' con-
tention that leases with Go 
First were terminated prior 
to admission of Section 10 
and moratorium as directed 
by NCLT order dated May 10, 
2023, cannot be said to be 
applicable to these assets 
are free to claim possession, 
the appellate tribunal said: 
"the issues which are sought 
to be raised in this appeal 
have not yet been consid-
ered by the Adjudicating 
Authority".

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR-  The govern-
ment is planning to hold a 
global tourism investment 
summit and will soon de-
clare a national tourism pol-
icy, Union minister G Kishan 
Reddy said on Monday.

He also said there is a 
tremendous scope for pro-
moting spiritual tourism in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Reddy was addressing a 
press conference at SKICC 
here after the culmination 
of a side event on 'Film 
Tourism for Economic and 
Cultural Preservation' as 
part of the three-day third 
Tourism Working Group 
Meeting of the G20. Union 
minister Jitendra Singh and 
India's G20 Sherpa Amitabh 
Kant were also present at 
the presser.

"We are going to soon 
declare national tourism 
policy for India. We are 
planning global tourism in-
vestment summit," Reddy, 
the minister for Culture and 

Tourism, said.
He said the Centre is al-

lowing 100 per cent Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) in 
tourism.

"Our idea is that without 
private investment, we can-
not become a global desti-
nation," he added.

Reddy said the Union gov-
ernment and the Ministry of 
Tourism are closely working 
with all the ministries and 
the state governments to 
encourage tourism.

"The government of India 
is also working with all the 
G20 countries and invited 
countries for developing 
sustainable tourism," he 
added.

Speaking at the presser, 
G20 Sherpa Kant said India 
is hosting G20 presidency at 
a time of "global turbulence".

"Seventy per cent coun-
tries are facing debt crisis. 
People have lost jobs. But, 
India sees G20 as an oppor-
tunity," he said.

"We are growing at a high 
rate of around seven per 

cent. We have built 40 mil-
lion houses, provided toilet 
connection to 110 million 
people, drinking water con-
nection to 240 million peo-
ple. We have made 55,000 
kilometres of road. Inclu-
sive, resilient and sustain-
able growth is our priority. 
If there is growth, we will 
be able to lift people out of 
poverty," he said.

There is a need to trans-
form multilateral financial 
institutions to ensure that 
resources flow to emerging 
countries, Kant said.

He said India thought 
of making G20 as people's 
presidency and the country 
is hosting the G20 events in 
60 cities.

"It is unparalleled. The 
meeting in Kashmir is very 
very important for us as we 
believe in peace and pros-
perity," he said.

Minister of state in Prime 
Minister's Office Jitendra 
Singh said holding the G20 
event in Srinagar was an 
achievement in itself.

AFP

WASHINGTON: The explosion 
of generative AI has taken the 
world by storm, but one ques-
tion all too rarely comes up: 
Who can afford it?

OpenAI bled around $540 
million last year as it devel-
oped ChatGPT and says it needs 
$100 billion to meet its ambi-
tions, according to industry 
media The Information.

"We're going to be the most 
capital-intensive startup in 
Silicon Valley history," Ope-
nAI's founder Sam Altman told 
a panel recently.

And when Microsoft, which 
poured billions of dollars in in-
vestment into OpenAI, is asked 
about how much its AI adven-
ture will cost, the company 
answers with assurances that 
it is keeping an eye on its bot-
tom line.

Building something even 
near the scale of what Ope-
nAI, Microsoft or Google have 
on offer would require an eye-
watering investment on state-
of-the-art chips and recruiting 
prize-winning researchers.

"People don't realize that to 
do a significant amount of AI 
things like ChatGPT takes huge 
amounts of processing power. 
And training those models can 
cost tens of millions of dollars," 
said Jack Gold, an independent 
analyst.

"How many companies can 
actually afford to go out and buy 

10,000 Nvidia H100 systems 
that go for tens of thousands of 
dollars a piece?" asked Gold.

The answer is pretty much 
no one and in tech, if you can't 
build the infrastructure, you 
rent it and that is what com-
panies already do massively by 
outsourcing their computing 
needs to Microsoft, Google and 
Amazon's AWS.

And with the advent of gen-
erative AI, this dependency on 
cloud computing and tech gi-
ants deepens, leaving the same 
players in the driver's seat, ex-
perts warned.

 'Heavily underestimated'
The unpredictable costs of 

cloud computing, "is a heavily 
underestimated problem for 
many companies," said Stefan 
Sigg, Chief Product Officer at 
Software AG, which develops 
software for businesses.

Sigg compares cloud costs to 
electricity bills and says com-
panies that don’t know better 
are in for "a big surprise" if they 
let their engineers run up bills 
in the mad rush to build tech, 
including AI.

Associated Press

LONDON: The European Union 
slapped Meta with a record 
$1.3 billion privacy fine Mon-
day and ordered it to stop 
transferring user data across 
the Atlantic, the latest salvo in 
a decadelong case sparked by 
U.S.cybersnooping fears.

The penalty fine of 1.2 bil-
lion euros from Ireland's Data 
Protection Commission is the 
biggest since the EU's strict 
data privacy regime took ef-
fect five years ago, surpassing 
Amazon's 746 million euro 
penalty in 2021 for data pro-
tection violations.

The Irish watchdog is Meta's 
lead privacy regulator in the 
27-nation bloc because the 
Silicon Valley tech giant's Eu-
ropean headquarters is based 
in Dublin.

Meta, which had previously 
warned that services for its us-
ers in Europe could be cut off, 
vowed to appeal and ask courts 
to immediately put the deci-
sion on hold.

"There is no immediate dis-
ruption to Facebook in Europe," 
the company said."This deci-
sion is flawed, unjustified and 

sets a dangerous precedent for 
the countless other companies 
transferring data between the 
EU and U.S.," Nick Clegg, Meta's 
president of global affairs, and 
Chief Legal Officer Jennifer 
Newstead said in a statement.

It's yet another twist in a le-
gal battle that began in 2013 
when Austrian lawyer and 
privacy activist Max Schrems 
filed a complaint about Face-
book's handling of his data fol-
lowing former National Secu-
rity Agency contractor Edward 
Snowden's revelations about 
U.S.cybersnooping.

The saga has highlighted the 
clash between Washington and 
Brussels over the differences 
between Europe's strict view 
on data privacy and the com-
paratively lax regime in the 
U.S., which lacks a federal pri-
vacy law.

An agreement covering EU-
U.S.data transfers known as the 
Privacy Shield was struck down 
in 2020 by the EU's top court, 
which said it didn't do enough 
to protect residents from the 
U.S. government's electronic 
prying. That left another tool 
to govern data transfers - stock 
legal contracts.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) Governor Shak-
tikanta Das on Monday said 
most of the withdrawn Rs 
2,000 rupee notes are expected 
to be returned by the deadline 
of September 30.

Speaking to reporters for the 
first time since the surprise de-
cision to withdraw the highest 
denomination currency note 
was announced, Das said the 
decision was part of currency 
management.

Rs 2,000 currency notes con-
tinue to be legal tender, Das 
added.

Indian currency manage-
ment system is very robust, 
exchange rate has remained 
stable despite crisis in financial 
markets due to war in Ukraine 
and failure of certain banks in 
the West, he said.

The impact of the withdraw-
al on the economy will be "very 
very marginal", he said, adding 
Rs 2,000 currency notes made 
up for just 10.8 per cent of the 
total currency in circulation.

He said Rs 2,000 rupee notes 
were introduced primarily to 
replenish the currency that 
was withdrawn following 2016 
demonetisation, he said.

While the withdrawn 2,000 
rupee notes can either be de-
posited in bank accounts or 
exchange for other currency, 

banks have been advised to 
make necessary arrangements 
for exchange, he said.

"We expect most of Rs 2,000 
bank notes to come back to the 
exchequer by September 30," 
he said. "We have more than 
adequate quantities of printed 
notes already available in the 
system, not just with RBI but 
with currency chests operated 
by banks. There is no reason 
for worry. We have sufficient 
stocks, no need to worry."

RBI, he said, was sensitive to 
difficulties faced by people and 
would come out with regula-
tions if need be.

Existing income tax require-
ment of furnishing PAN for de-
posits of Rs 50,000 or more in 
bank accounts will continue to 
apply for deposits of the with-
drawn 2000 rupee notes, he said.

Das said liquidity in the sys-
tem is being monitored on a 
daily basis.

AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand's 
sheep outnumber people by 
fewer than five to one, official 
figures showed Monday, clip-
ping their lead over humans 
to the lowest level since the 
1850s.

New Zealanders have far 
fewer of the woolly grazers 
than their Australian rivals, 
said the government body Stats 
NZ, despite frequently being 
the butt of their sheep jokes.

The national flock fell by 
400,000 sheep -- or two per-
cent -- to 25.3 million in June 
2022, said New Zealand's new-
ly released five-yearly census 
of agricultural production.

"The ratio of sheep to people 
dropped below five to one in 

2022, for the first time since 
the 1850s, when national 
sheep numbers were first re-
corded," said Stats NZ analyst 
Jason Attewell.

"In 1982 New Zealand sheep 
numbers famously sat at 22 per 
person," he added.

"Australia currently has 
three times as many sheep as 
New Zealand, though their ra-
tio is only around three sheep 
to every Aussie."

New Zealand, home to 5.2 
million people, is one of the 
world's main wool exporters, 
last year sending US$284 mil-
lion worth overseas.

But rising farming costs and 
falling wool prices have seen 
national sheep figures dwindle 
from a high of 72 million in the 
1980s.

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: One of its kind Youth 
Entrepreneurship Festival Gander-
bal concluded Monday with the Idea 
Pitching Event held at Govt. Degree 
College Ganderbal.

The concluding event was pre-
sided over by the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Ganderbal, Shyambir 
as Chief Guest while Major Hitesh 
Kumar Singh, Officer Commanding, 
Duderhama Coy was the guest of 
honor for the event. The festival was 
aimed at promoting entrepreneurial 
zeal among the youth of Ganderbal 
so that more and more sustainable 
enterprises are created in the district.

The Idea Pitching challenge envi-
sioned by District Skill Committee 
Ganderbal to promote investment and 
startup culture started two months 
ago with awareness camps at various 
educational institutions that resulted 
in receiving of 121 unique ideas.

The ideas were screened after a 
two-tier process and 21 ideas were 
shortlisted for the final day pitch. 
Today 18 ideas were pitched in front 
of investors and innovation experts 
of which 11 were offered direct in-
vestment support from investors.

The event was held under the 
SANKALP Programme of the Minis-
try of Skill Development & Entrepre-
neurship, GOI and was supported by 

24 Rashtriya Rifles under Operation 
Sadbhavna, Jammu & Kashmir En-
trepreneurship Development Insti-
tute, and Kashmir Angel Network.

The winners of the Idea Pitching 
Challenge shall receive cash prizes 
up to ₹50,000.

Moreover, all departments dealing 
with livelihood generation schemes 
also installed their stalls showcasing 
their schemes in which youth from 
the district showed their interest and 
were amazed to see the number of 
self-employment schemes available.

Besides this, the closing cum prize 
distribution ceremony was held in 
which mementos were distributed 
among winners of various art, craft 
and skill challenges. The winners of 
the events shall be given cash prizes 
up to ₹3000.

The festival has become an exam-
ple of convergence among the differ-
ent departments dealing with liveli-
hood generation and Indian Army.

The line departments provided 
the platform and the Indian army 
provided the necessary support for 
the success of festival. 24 Rashtriya 
Rifles provided the necessary sup-
port for making the venue suitable 
for holding the events by planting 
more than 150 trees besides build-
ing and amphitheater (which is in 
pipeline) for the students to show-
case their performing art skills.

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: In order to boost the 
growth of agriculture in Baramulla 
district, the District Development 
Commissioner (DDC) Baramulla, Dr 
Syed Sehrish Asgar today inaugu-
rated Honey Processing Cum Bot-
tling Plant and Hi Tech Polygreen 
House under Aspirational District 
Programme at Agriculture Extension 
Office Baramulla, here.

The processing and bottling plant, 
setup with award money at a cost of Rs 
11.19 lakhs is the first of its kind in the 
district and has the capacity to process 
and filter honey on a daily basis.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Seh-
rish said that the plant will provide 
service to farmers on a no profit ba-
sis. She informed that the district has 
a large number of beekeepers with 
an annual production of 800 qtls of 
raw honey. The plant will now enable 
the farmers to sell their honey as a 
marketable product and augment 
their incomes, she added.

Elaborating further, the DDC re-
marked that the much needed plant 
will help in processing, filtering and 
bottling of honey thereby making its 
sale to a large extent.

After launching Varmul Honey Brand, 
the DDC said that the District Admin-
istration is committed to introduce the 
brand at National and International lev-

el. She also asserted that similar profit 
oriented initiatives will be taken up in 
other areas also so that the plant will 
open many avenues for the farmers to 
market their products at large scale.

Later, the DDC inaugurated the 7th 
Hi- Tech Polygreen House set up at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 5 lakhs.

After inaugurating the polyhouse, 
the DDC highlighted the importance 
of Hi-tech poly houses and said that 
to explore the potential in the vege-
table sector hi-tech poly green hous-
es will play a remarkable role.

She said that the Agriculture de-
partment has established hi-tech 
poly green houses in the district to 
ensure round the year availability of 
seedlings of different vegetable crops 
to the farming community.

Dr Sehrish also highlighted the im-
portance of integrated farming and 
asked the farmers to diversify their 
agriculture operations.

The DDC further added that the 
District Administration is commit-
ted to raising the living standards of 
people. She assured that the District 
Administration will provide all the 
technical assistance to the farming 
community to comprehensively per-
form their agriculture activities.

Joint Director Planning, Mohammad 
Yousuf Rather and Chief Agriculture offi-
cer, Yadvinder Singh besides others con-
cerned were present on the occasion.

 Observer News Service

KUPWARA:  With the timely efforts 
of District Administration Kupwara, 
a total of eight projects under NBHM 
(National Beekeeping and Honey 
Mision) have got approval for de-
velopment of the Apiculture sector 
in the district, bringing good news 
for farmers and beekeepers of the 
district.

Union Territory Level Screening 
Committee of National Beekeeping 
& Honey Mission (NBHM) has given 
approval to 4 projects of frontier dis-
trict Kupwara in the private sector 
with project cost of Rs.121.00 lacs 
for development of Apiculture sec-
tor in Kupwara district during the 
CFY 2023-24.

The approved projects include one 
project in Lolab, two at Langate, and 
one at Bramri Kupwara.

Two more private sector proj-
ects including a Honey packaging 
unit at Machil with project cost of 
38 lacs and Custom Hiring Apicul-
ture Centre at Gulgam with proj-
ect cost of 75 lacs have already 
been approved.

Besides, establishment of centre 
for excellence (Apiculture) in Gana-
pora Langate Handwara and District 
level Seminars cum Awareness pro-
grams on Beekeeping in Kupwara 
have been approved for develop-

ment of Apiculture Sector under Na-
tional Beekeeping and Honey Mis-
sion (NBHM).

With the approval of  these 
8  projects in Kupwara district, 
Honey processing units on mod-
ern lines will  be established with 
bottling, packaging and value ad-
dition facilities like "Walnut-Hon-
ey Blend".

Approved projects will help farm-
ers to give a boost to the Apiculture 
Sector and produce pure and organic 
honey and other related products on 
modern lines in the district and its 
export to other states and countries 
which will generate employment 
and profit.

More than 1050 Quintals of pure 
organic honey is annually produced 
in Kupwara district with turn- turn-
over of Rs. 12 crores

More than 550 farmers are today 
engaged in honey production and 
processing in Kupwara district.

There are at present 8500 Bee 
colonies (Apis Mellifera) and 3500 
wall-colonies (Apis cerana indica) 
in the private sector in Kupwara 
district.

Intending budding beekeepers are 
helped by the department through 
different interventions and provided 
bee colonies at subsidized rates to 
generate employment and boost the 
economic sector in the district.
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IPL 2023: CSK Take 
On GT In 1st Qualifier

Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: The astute tactician 
in Mahendra Singh Dhoni will 
dig deep into his reserves to 
counter Indian cricket's new 
'Crown Prince' Shubman Gill 
as four-time champions Chen-
nai Super Kings will meet their 
match in current title holders 
Gujarat Titans in Qualifier-1 of 
the IPL in Chennai on Tuesday.

Gill, who almost single-
handedly knocked out a star-
studded Royal Challengers Ban-
galore with a century for the 
keeps, has overshadowed Virat 
Kohli and will certainly force 
one of India's greatest captains 
to go back to the drawing board 
and make plans for him.

Gill is in the midst of a 
dream season and what will 
be Dhoni's tactical ploy to stop 
the dashing 'Mohali Marauder' 
is there to be seen.

This season, Gujarat Titans 
haven't played at the Chepauk, 
which hasn't behaved in a 
singular manner during CSK's 
seven home games and that 
prompted head coach Stephen 
Fleming to raise apprehen-
sions about what to expect.

What makes this battle even 
more interesting is the fact 
that GT is a team that seems 
closest to being a proto-type 
of what CSK had been all these 
years in IPL.

A solid management and an 
administration team that stays 
in the background and never 
interferes in cricketing mat-
ters, which is left to the trio 
of Ashish Nehra, Gary Kirsten 
and Vikram Solanki.

A captain, who swears that 
his understanding of leader-
ship is cut from Dhoni's 'cap-
taincy cloth', and head coach 

Nehra, who just like his for-
mer teammate doesn't believe 
in too many changes even if a 
couple of games go wrong.

They don't field players 
based on their auction worth 
— remember CSK bought 
Krishnappa Gowtham for 
nearly ₹10 crore and he got a 
single game as he didn't fit the 
combination.

Similarly, GT has current 
India T20 pacer Shivam Mavi 
on its roster for a whopping ₹6 
crore but the team manage-
ment has preferred veteran 
Mohit Sharma, who is execut-
ing the slower deliveries beau-
tifully. It's all about who fits 
what role.

So, it becomes more inter-
esting when two teams with 
similar philosophy are pitted 
against each other.

The teams which don't 
make long-term promises that 
are difficult to fulfil but focus 
on immediate process and 
know the roles of players re-
quired for slots.

For Gujarat, tackling the 
slowness of the Chepauk track 
will be a challenge and how 
well they negotiate Deepak 
Chahar's powerplay overs and 
Matheesha Pathirana's slingers 
at the back-end, will determine 
the outcome of the match.

And herein, Pandya and Ne-
hra will find Sri Lanka skipper 
Dasun Shanaka's inputs handy 
as he has handled both Pathi-
rana and spinner Maheesh 
Theekshana for the national 
team.

While Shanaka might be 
used more as an all-rounder, 
Titans depending on the toss 
can also try out left-arm spin-
ner R Sai Kishore, who knows 
these conditions well.

There is a chance that Irish-
man Joshua Little will be back 
in playing XI in place of Shana-
ka and Sai Kishore comes in 
place of Yash Dayal, who is yet 
to get back his confidence after 
the five sixes assault on him by 
his statemate Rinku Singh.

For CSK, a good start by the 
crack pair of Devon Conway 
and Ruturaj Gaikwad will be 
important. But at the Chepauk, 
even Ajinkya Rahane could 
become a factor while Shivam 
Dube would love to add to his 
33 sixes for the season.

Conway and Gaikwad have 
provided brisk and substantial 
starts for CSK, but the middle 
order hasn't exactly got go-
ing. With GT bowling led by 
Mohammed Shami and Rashid 
Khan (24 wickets each so far) 
things won't be easy for the 
home team's batters, Conway 
and Gaikwad included.

How the CSK opening duo 
handles the relentless Shami 
may prove vital and it would 
be important for the under-
performing middle-order to 
step up in a crunch game.

The pitches at Chepauk 
so far have been a bit up and 
down, with a few being slow 
in nature while some have 
been good to bat on. CSK head 
coach Fleming said as much 
after the win over Delhi Capi-
tals, claiming that the team is 
unsure about the conditions 
(at home).

If a sluggish pitch is rolled 
out for the match, the spin-
ners in the two teams would 
have a huge part to play. If CSK 
has Ravindra Jadeja, Moeen Ali 
and Theekshana, the Titans 
boast of a line-up that includes 
Rashid and Noor Ahmad.

Match starts at 7.30 p.m.

Will Take Action Against Those Abusing 
Shubman Gill's Sister: DCW Chief

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Delhi Commis-
sion for Women (DCW) chief 
Swati Maliwal on Monday 
slammed those trolling Shub-
man Gill's sister on social 
media after the cricketer's 
ton guided Gujarat Titans to a 
victory over Royal Challengers 
Bangalore in the IPL.

She said action will be taken 
against those trolling the bat-
ter's sister.

"Extremely shameful to see 
trollers abusing #Shubhman-
Gill's sister just because the 
team they follow lost a match. 
Previously we had initiated 
action against people abusing 
#ViratKohli's daughter. DCW 
will take action against all 
those who have abused Gill's 
sister as well. This shall not be 

tolerated!" she tweeted.
Shubman Gill reaffirmed 

his status as Virat Kohli's heir 
apparent with a magnificent 
hundred as Gujarat Titans 
knocked Royal Challengers 
Bangalore out of the IPL with 

a six-wicket win, allowing Ro-
hit Sharma's Mumbai Indians 
to sneak through as the fourth 
team in the play-offs.

Gill scored an unbeaten 104 
off 52 balls that saw Titans chase 
down the target with elan.

Kohli In First Batch Leaving 
For WTC Final

Hazlewood Declared 'Fit & 
Available' For WTC Final

Financial Charges Cast Cloud 
Over Man City’s Dominance

FIFA Extends Rule To 
Suspend Contracts With 
Ukrainian, Russian Clubs

After Abuse Against Vinícius Júnior, Spanish Football Acknowledges It Has A Racism Problem
Agencies

MADRID: Spanish football is 
again embroiled in a racism de-
bate after yet another case of 
abuse against Real Madrid for-
ward Vinícius Júnior, with the 
president of Spain’s football fed-
eration acknowledging that the 
country has a racism problem 
and the player’s club asking au-
thorities to investigate the latest 
incident as a hate crime.

Officials, players and former 
players showed solidarity with 
Vinícius, who on Sunday con-
sidered leaving the field after 
facing racist taunts from fans 
during Real Madrid’s 1-0 loss at 
Valencia in the Spanish league.

“We have a problem of be-
havior, of education, of racism,” 
Spanish football federation pres-
ident Luis Rubiales said Monday. 
“And as long as there is one 

fan or one group of fans mak-
ing insults based on someone’s 
sexual orientation or skin color 
or belief, then we have a serious 
problem. A serious problem that 
stains an entire team, an entire 
fan base and an entire country.”

Valencia said it banned one of 
its fans for life and was looking 
to identify others who may have 
insulted Vinícius at Mestalla 
Stadium.

“From the moment that the 
unfortunate events occurred, 
the club has analyzed all the 
available footage, working 
alongside the authorities as rap-
idly as possible to clarify what 
happened in order to be able to 
act quickly and forcefully,” Va-
lencia said in a statement, add-
ing it is working with police to 
identify more culprits.

Real Madrid asked authorities 
to investigate the abusive be-

havior, saying the club believed 
the incident to be a hate crime.

“Real Madrid strongly con-

demns the events that took 
place yesterday (Sunday) 
against our player,” the club 

said. “These events represent a 
direct attack on the social and 
democratic model of coexis-
tence of our State based on the 
rule of law.”

The Spanish league has made 
nine similar formal complaints 
for racist abuse against Viní-
cius over the last two seasons, 
but most of the cases have been 
shelved by prosecutors.

“I’m curious to see what hap-
pens,” said Real Madrid coach 
Carlo Ancelotti, who on Sun-
day considered taking Vinícius 
out of the game after he was 
insulted. “Nothing will happen, 
because this has already taken 
place several times in other 
stadiums and nothing has been 
done. Nothing. We have to eval-
uate this situation, because it is 
very serious.”

Vinícius, who is Black and has 
been subjected to repeated rac-

ist abuse since he arrived from 
Brazil five years ago, said af-
ter the match that the Spanish 
league “now belongs to racists” 
and that Spain “is seen as a rac-
ist country.”

“You’re not alone,” France for-
ward Kylian Mbappé said on In-
stagram. “We are with you and 
we support you.”

Former players also quickly 
sided with the Brazil forward.

“Another case of racism 
against Vinícius in the Span-
ish league,” said former Brazil 
striker Ronaldo, who spent five 
seasons playing for Real Madrid 
in the 2000s. “Until when? As 
long as there is impunity, there 
will be racism.”

Brazilian President Luiz Iná-
cio Lula da Silva and several of 
his cabinet ministers backed 
Vinicius and were critical of 
Spanish football.

“It is not fair that a poor boy 
who is winning in his life, be-
coming one of the best in the 
world, certainly the best at Real 
Madrid, is insulted in every sta-
dium he goes to,” Lula said.

Spanish league president Ja-
vier Tebas criticized Vinícius for 
attacking the league, saying the 
player didn’t show up for talks 
on the subject of racism that he 
had requested himself.

Vinícius wasn’t happy with 
Tebas’ stance.

“Instead of criticizing racists, 
the league president shows up 
on social media to attack me,” 
Vinícius said. “Although you may 
say otherwise or pretend not to 
notice, the image of your champi-
onship is shaken. Omitting your-
self only makes you equal to the 
racists. I’m not your friend to talk 
about racism with you. I want ac-
tions and punishment.” (AP)

Agencies

MANCHESTER: Manchester 
City’s ruthless run to the Pre-
mier League title can be traced 
back to the morning of Feb. 6, 
when the club was hit with 
more than 100 charges of finan-
cial wrongdoing.

City has not lost a game in 
any competition since then and 
is on track to win three trophies, 
having also advanced to the fi-
nals of the Champions League 
and the FA Cup.

But even if the accusations 
made by the Premier League 
appear to have marked a turn-
ing point in potentially the most 
successful season in the club’s 

history, they continue to cast a 
cloud over City’s years of domi-
nance in English football.

City has been England’s lead-
ing club for more than a decade 
thanks to the lavish backing 
of Abu Dhabi’s ruling family. 
The club was bought by Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
in 2008.

The latest title triumph was 
the club’s fifth in six years and 
seventh in the past 11.

On Sunday, as City celebrated 
with its fans at Etihad Stadium 
— named for a sponsor deal 
with the state airline in Abu 
Dhabi — there was no sign that 

the off-field issues were causing 
undue concern to supporters or 
players.

Instead, against a backdrop of 
blue smoke and explosions of 
ticker tape, the trophy was lift-
ed to rapturous cheers and City 
manager Pep Guardiola spoke 
of his goal to lead the club to 
its first Champions League title 
against Inter Milan in Istanbul 
on June 10.

City’s ongoing supremacy, 
however, is leading some to 
look again at the charges against 
it, with one column in a British 
newspaper last week asking 
whether it was “the greatest 
team or one built on years of 
cheating?”

City is accused of providing 
misleading information about 
its finances over a nine-year 
period from 2009-18 — a span 
in which it won three titles and 
signed some of the world’s best 
players, like Yaya Toure, Sergio 
Aguero and Kevin de Bruyne.

During that time, City 
changed the landscape of Euro-
pean football by becoming one 
of the most powerful teams in 
the sport. The club’s exorbitant 
spending has provided the foun-
dation for the unprecedented 
success, and prompted ques-
tions about whether anyone can 
halt City’s dominance.  (AP)

Agencies

ZURICH: FIFA extended a rule 
Monday that lets players and 
coaches continue to suspend 
their contracts with clubs in 
Ukraine and Russia for another 
season, even while it faces a 
legal challenge from Ukrainian 
club Shakhtar Donetsk.

FIFA first passed the tem-
porary measure less than two 
weeks after Russia’s war in 
Ukraine started in February 
2022, saying it was “to protect 
foreign players and coaches 
who have left the territory of 
Ukraine or Russia due to the 
conflict and who do not wish to 
currently return in view of the 
circumstances.”

It was renewed one year 
ago and will now be extended 
through June 2024, though not 
for players and coaches who 
joined clubs in those countries 
or extended their existing con-
tracts after the first FIFA deci-
sion in March last year.

The FIFA rule is unpopular 

with Ukrainian and Russian 
clubs who said letting their 
players leave on loan left them 
with no protection and cost mil-
lions of dollars in lost transfer 
fees.

Separate legal challenges 
were lost by Shakhtar and a 
group of Russian clubs at the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport, 
which in January upheld the 
FIFA rule.

Shakhtar was seeking 50 mil-
lion euros ($54 million) in com-
pensation from FIFA and has 
since filed a complaint with the 
European Commission.

The clubs said it took its 
case to Brussels “given the im-
portance and reliance of FC 
Shakhtar to undertake transfer 
market trading with players 
within the European Union.”

Shakhtar last year lost its 
coach Roberto De Zerbi, who 
was later hired by Brighton and 
excelled in leading the English 
Premier League club to a first 
qualification for a European 
competition. (AP)

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Virat Kohli will be 
among the first batch of India 
players to leave for the World 
Test Championship (WTC) fi-
nal against Australia in London, 
departing in the wee hours of 
Tuesday.

Kohli's Royal Challengers 
Bangalore teammate Moham-
mad Siraj will also board the 
same flight, a day after their 
team was knocked out of the 
IPL. Spinners R Ashwin and Axar 
Patel, and all-rounder Shardul 
Thakur, will also be on the flight 
as well as the team's support 
staff led by Rahul Dravid.

The two other players who 
complete the first list of seven 
cricketers are Kolkata Knight 
Riders pacer Umesh Yadav and 
Lucknow Super Giants' Jaydev 

Unadkat, who is recovering 
from a shoulder injury.

The final will be played at the 
Oval from June 7-11.

''There will be two or three 
departures in total. The first 
batch leaves at 4.30 am tomor-
row,'' said a BCCI source.

The seven players, who will 
stay back in India for the IPL 
playoffs, include skipper Rohit 
Sharma, Ravindra Jadeja, Ishan 
Kishan, Shubman Gill, Moham-
mad Shami, K S Bharat and 
Ajinkya Rahane.

Cheteshwar Pujara is already 
playing county cricket in Eng-
land and will link up with the 
squad in London.

It must be mentioned that 

India won't play any warm-up 
game as the English County 
Championship is on and also 
this being an ICC event, the Eng-
land and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) is under no obligation to 
arrange practice matches for the 
visiting team.

''Also if we play against a se-
lect county XI, it will comprise 
mostly second team or devel-
opment squad players, as first 
team players are not released 
during the championship. Play-
ing against a weak opposition 
doesn't help in quality practice,'' 
a BCCI source told PTI on the 
condition of anonymity.

While the majority of the In-
dian team players are going into 
the title clash after two months 
of IPL, only three WTC-bound 
Australians played in the richest 
T20 league.

Last week, the great Ricky 
Ponting said the Aussies will 
be mentally better prepared for 
the final but the Indians will 
have valuable game time behind 
them.

''There are two ways to look 
at this. For someone like Virat, 
is he better off playing now and 
scoring runs at a consistent ba-
sis and have confidence going 
into a game rather than the Aus-
tralians back home who haven't 
been playing much cricket but 
will be mentally better pre-
pared,'' Ponting had said.

India, who finished runners-
up in 2021, will be aiming to 
win their first ICC trophy in 10 
years.

Press Trust of India

MELBOURNE: Cricket Austra-
lia on Monday declared the 
country's seasoned speedster 
Josh Hazlewood ''fit and avail-
able'' for the upcoming World 
Test Championship (WTC) final 
against India and the Ashes se-
ries against old rivals England.

The WTC final is scheduled 
to be held at the Oval in Lon-
don from June 7-11, which will 
be followed by the five-match 
Ashes from June 16 to July 31.

The 32-year-old Hazlewood 
returned to Australia after re-
porting ''minor side soreness'' 
after his recent Indian Premier 
League outing for Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore two weeks 
ago, raising concerns about his 
participation in the forthcoming 
international assignments.

However, CA said he is fit to 
travel to the UK. ''Josh Hazle-
wood returned home from the 
IPL last weekend after experienc-
ing minor side soreness after the 
completion of his most recent IPL 

match,'' a CA spokesperson said.
''After a brief and precaution-

ary rest period, Hazlewood re-
turned to high-intensity bowling 
last week and will continue to 
increase his bowling workloads 
in preparation for the WTC and 
Ashes series. Hazlewood is con-
sidered fit and available for the 
WTC and Ashes Series.'' In a relief 
for the pacer, scans have revealed 
no damage as he returned to 
bowling ahead of the Australian 
squad's departure for the UK.

Hazlewood played the last of 
his three games for Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore on May 9 and 
bowled a total of nine overs in 
the ongoing IPL from which his 
team was knocked out by Gujarat 
Titans following a six-wicket loss 
in Bengaluru on Sunday night.

Bought for Rs 7.75 crore by 
RCB during the 2022 IPL auc-
tion, Hazlewood has missed 
games with side strains over the 
last two home Test summers 
and suffered the Achilles in-
jury during the SCG Test against 
South Africa in January.
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2 Million Killed, $4.3 Trillion In 
Damages From Extreme Weather 
Over Past Half-Century: UN Agency
Geneva: Nearly 12,000 extreme 
weather, climate and water-relat-
ed events over much of the past 
half-century around the globe 
have killed more than 2 million 
people and caused economic 
damage of $4.3 trillion, the UN 
weather agency said Monday.

The stark recap from the World 
Meteorological Organization 
came as it opened its four-yearly 
congress among member coun-
tries, pressing the message that 
more needs to be done to im-
prove alert systems for extreme 
weather events by a target date 
of 2027.

The Geneva-based agency has 
repeatedly warned about the 
impact of man-made climate 
change, saying rising tempera-
tures have increased the fre-
quency and intensity of extreme 
weather — including floods, hur-
ricanes, cyclones and drought.

WMO says early warning sys-
tems have helped reduce deaths 
linked to climate and other 
weather-related catastrophes.

Most of the economic damage 
between 1970 and 2021 came in 
the United States — totaling $1.7 
trillion — while nine in 10 deaths 
worldwide took place in develop-

ing countries.
WMO Secretary-General Pet-

teri Taalas said the cyclonic storm 
Mocha that swept across Myan-
mar and Bangladesh this month 
exemplified how the “most vul-
nerable communities unfortu-
nately bear the brunt of weather, 
climate and water-related haz-
ards.” “In the past, both Myanmar 
and Bangladesh suffered death 
tolls of tens and even hundreds 
of thousands of people,” he said, 
alluding to previous catastro-
phes. “Thanks to early warnings 
and disaster management these 

catastrophic mortality rates are 
now thankfully history.” "Early 
warnings save lives,” he said.

The findings were a part of an 
update to WMO's Atlas of Mor-
tality and Economic Losses from 
Weather, Climate and Water Ex-
tremes, which previously had 
covered a nearly 50-year period 
through 2019.

Extreme temperatures were 
the top cause of reported deaths; 
floods were the main cause of 
economic losses.

In Africa, WMO counted more 
than 1,800 disasters and 733,585 

deaths related to weather, cli-
mate and water extremes — in-
cluding flooding and storm 
surges. The costliest was Tropical 
Cyclone Idai in 2019, which ran to 
$2.1 billion in damages.

Nearly 1,500 disasters hit the 
southwest Pacific, causing 66,951 
deaths and $185.8 billion in eco-
nomic losses.

Asia faced over 3,600 disasters, 
costing 984,263 lives and $1.4 
trillion in economic losses — that 
cost mostly due to the impact of 
cyclones. South America had 943 
disasters that resulted in 58,484 
deaths and over $115 billion in 
economic losses.

Over 2,100 disasters in North 
America, Central America and the 
Caribbean led to 77,454 deaths 
and $2 trillion in economic losses.

Europe saw nearly 1,800 disas-
ters that led to 166,492 deaths and 
$562 billion in economic losses.

Last week, WMO forecast a 
66% chance that within the next 
five years the Earth will face a 
year that averages 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) 
warmer than in the mid-19th 
century, reaching a key threshold 
targeted by the Paris climate ac-
cord of 2015.

Separated By Partition, Siblings Reunite 
After 75 Years At Pakistan's Kartarpur

Lahore: A man and his sister, 
separated during the Partition 75 
years ago, were reunited at the 
landmark Kartarpur Corridor, in 
an emotional meeting made pos-
sible through social media, a me-
dia report said on Monday.

Mahendra Kaur, 81, from India, 
reunited with her 78-year-old 
brother Sheikh Abdul Aziz from 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir at 
the Kartarpur Corridor after they 
found out through a social me-
dia post that they were siblings 
separated during the Partition in 
1947, Dawn News reported.

During the Partition, the family 
of Sardar Bhajan Singh from the 
Indian side of Punjab was tragical-
ly torn apart when Aziz relocated 
to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
while his other family members 
remained in India. He married at a 
young age but always had a long-
ing to reunite with his parents and 
other family members.

The two families discovered that 
Mahendra and Aziz were indeed 
estranged siblings after connecting 
through a social media post detail-
ing the separation of a man and his 
sister during the Partition.

Overwhelmed with joy, Ma-
hendra Kaur repeatedly hugged 
her brother and kissed his hands 
and the two families also visited 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartar-
pur together, sitting side by side 
and sharing a meal on Sunday.

Separated By Partition, Siblings 
Reunite After 75 Years At Pakistan's 
Kartarpur They also exchanged 
gifts as a symbol of their reunion.

Lahore: A man and his sister, 
separated during the Partition 75 
years ago, were reunited at the 
landmark Kartarpur Corridor, in 
an emotional meeting made pos-
sible through social media, a me-
dia report said on Monday.

Mahendra Kaur, 81, from India, 
reunited with her 78-year-old 
brother Sheikh Abdul Aziz from 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir at 
the Kartarpur Corridor after they 
found out through a social me-
dia post that they were siblings 
separated during the Partition in 
1947, Dawn News reported.

During the Partition, the fam-
ily of Sardar Bhajan Singh from 
the Indian side of Punjab was 
tragically torn apart when Aziz 
relocated to Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir while his other family 
members remained in India.

He married at a young age but 
always had a longing to reunite 
with his parents and other family 
members. The two families dis-
covered that Mahendra and Aziz 
were indeed estranged siblings 
after connecting through a social 
media post detailing the separa-
tion of a man and his sister dur-
ing the Partition.

Overwhelmed with joy, Ma-
hendra Kaur repeatedly hugged 
her brother and kissed his hands 
and the two families also visited 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartar-
pur together, sitting side by side 
and sharing a meal on Sunday.

Italian Cuisine Could Soon Get 
UNESCO World Heritage Tag By 
December 2025 Italian Cuisine 
Could Soon Get UNESCO World 
Heritage Tag By December 2025

Former Cricketer Sanath Jaya-
suriya Shares Pic Of Himself Pos-
ing With 1996 World Cup 'Man 
Of Series' Car

Former Cricketer Sanath Jaya-
suriya Shares Pic Of Himself Pos-
ing With 1996 World Cup 'Man 
Of Series' Car

Netanyahu Holds Provocative Cabinet Session 
Underneath Al-Aqsa Mosque
Agenceis

Israel’s far-right government held 
a cabinet meeting on 21 May in-
side a tunnel underneath Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in a ham-fisted attempt 
to spotlight Tel Aviv’s “sovereign-
ty” over occupied East Jerusalem 
and the Muslim holy site.

“A few days ago, [PA leader 
Mahmoud Abbas] said that the 
Jewish people do not have links 
to Jerusalem and Al-Haram, 
therefore, I am telling him that 
we are holding our meetings to-
day in the depth of Jerusalem and 
its Haram,” the Israeli premier 
said during the meeting.

The tunnel in question is located 
under the Al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound’s Al-Buraq Wall – also known 

as the Western Wall. This is the first 
time since 2017 that the Israeli gov-
ernment has held a cabinet session 
in the tunnels underneath Al-Aqsa.

According to Hebrew media, dur-
ing the meeting, the Israeli cabinet 
approved a budget of NIS60 million 
($17m) for a “five-year plan to up-
grade infrastructure and encourage 
visits to the Western Wall plaza.”

The budget also encourages 
more tunnels to be dug under-
neath Islam’s third holiest site, 
a practice that has inevitably 
weakened the ancient structure 
and which Palestinian resistance 
factions consider a “red line.”

Ahead of the cabinet meeting, 
Jewish supremacist National Se-
curity Minister Itamar Ben Gvir 
entered Al-Aqsa in one of his 

regular raids of its courtyards 
and declared that Israel was “in 
charge” of the site.

“I’m happy to ascend the Temple 
Mount, the most important place for 
the people of Israel,” Ben-Gvir said 
as he toured Al-Aqsa under heavy 
police protection. “All the threats 
from Hamas will not help, we are in 
charge here in Jerusalem and all of 
the Land of Israel,” he added.

A spokesman for Palestinian 
Authority (PA) President Mah-
moud Abbas said Ben-Gvir’s 
“incursion at an early hour, like 
thieves, into the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
courtyards will not change the 
reality and will not impose Israeli 
sovereignty over it.”

Gaza-based resistance faction 
Hamas said on its Telegram channel 

that Israel would “bear responsibil-
ity for the barbaric incursions of its 
ministers and herds of settlers.”

Hamas spokesman Hazem Qa-
sem called on Palestinians to step 
up their visits and “stand as a ram-
part in the face of all attempts to 
defile it and make it Jewish.”

“This is a dangerous escalation 
of the religious war waged by the 
Israeli occupation against the holy 
city of Jerusalem,” Qasem added.

Under the ‘status quo’ arrange-
ments, Jordan has custodianship 
of Al-Aqsa, and non-Muslims 
may visit but are not allowed to 
pray. However, extremist settler 
groups have been increasingly 
defying the ban under police pro-
tection, violently removing Pales-
tinian worshippers every week.
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