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PM Modi

‘Mann ki Baat’ Voice

of 140 Crore Countrymen: LG

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha on Sunday expressed con-
fidence that collective efforts
will eliminate "narco-terrorism
unleashed by the neighbouring
country” in Jammu and Kashmir.
Sinha was addressing a gather-
ing before flagging off a mara-
thon here to mark the 100th
episode of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "Mann Ki
Baat" radio broadcast.

The Lt Governor also hosted
a special programme to cel-
ebrate the programme at the
Raj Bhawan here, terming it as a
"historic moment" as hundreds
of eminent personalities came
together to listen to Modi's "wis-
dom and vision that is guiding
India's developmental journey".

The marathon, organised
by the Hindustan Scouts and
Guides and the Dogra Kranti Dal,
is one of 100 marathons sched-
uled throughout the day across
the Union Territory to celebrate
Modi's monthly radio broadcast.

"The 100 marathons across
the Union Territory will also
raise awareness and strengthen
action and cooperation against
drug abuse and trafficking,"
Sinha told the gathering be-
fore flagging off the marathon
at the Balidan Stambh (War

Memorial) here.

menace.

The Lt Governor said people
from different walks of life have
come together to fight the drug

"Today, the youngsters of
Jammu and Kashmir have stood
up against drug abuse. I am
confident that our collective

efforts will eliminate the nar-
co-terrorism unleashed by the
neighbouring country and lead

the way for realising the goals
of building a drug-free Jammu
and Kashmir," Sinha said, refer-
ring to Pakistan.

He said the prime minis-
ter has inspired the country's
youth through "Mann ki Baat"
to overcome challenges and set
an ambitious goal in life.

"\ the Lt Governor said.

Sinha said Modi, through
"Mann ki Baat", More on P6

Says Redressal Of
Citizens' Complaints
Top Priority

t Governor Manoj
LSinha on Sunday said

the top priority of his
administration is to ensure
timely redressal of public
complaints. Interacting
with people through the
L-G's Mulagaat online
platform, Sinha stressed
on coordination and
monitoring of schemes at
the district level to fulfil
the aspirations More on P6

Releases Amarnath
Yatra Guide Book

ieutenant Governor Manoj
LSinha on Sunday released

“Shri Amarnathji Yatra
Guide book” published by
Tourism Federation of Jammu,
here on Sunday.
The LG appreciated the
Tourism Federation of Jammu
for selfless service to pilgrims,
an official spokesperson said.
Sinha, he said, also shared the
key initiatives More on P6

building a drug-free Jammu and Kashmir."

abuse. | am confident that our collective efforts will eliminate the narco-terrorism

G TODAY, THE YOUNGSTERS OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR have stood up against drug
unleashed by the neighbouring country and lead the way for realising the goals of

Three Dead
As Car Falls
Into Gorge

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Three people were
killed when their car skidded
off the road and fell into a
deep gorge in Reasi district of
Jammu and Kashmir, police
said on Sunday.

The vehicle was on its way to
Karagh from Reasi town and on
reaching Tote village, its driver
lost control and the vehicle rolled
down into a more than 100-me-
tre-deep gorge late Saturday
night, a police official said.

He said three people Nasib
Singh (65) of Karagh Tote,
Karnail Singh (47) of Gull,
Tote and Mohan Chand (32)
of Devigarh died on the spot.

The rescuers More on P6

Father-Son
Duo Repatriated
To PcK

Agencies

Srinagar: A father-son duo
from Pakistan administered
Kashmir, who were appre-
hended along the Line of
Control in Poonch district,
were repatriated on Sunday,
officials said.

They said Mohammad
Abbas and his father Abdul
Hamid of Polas Teh Bandi
Bass Rawalakote had crossed
LoC yesterday through village
Plous. They were repatriated
around 18:25 hours via Chakan
da Bagh in presence of a
Magistrate and Doctor besides
Army and Police, they said.

Sources told a local news
agency GNS More on P6

Untimely Snowfall
Halts Nomad Migration
To Kashmir Valley

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Unseasonal snow-
fall in higher reaches of Doda
hills has caused distress to
the nomadic population,
prompting them to halt their
onward journey along with
cattle to highly snowbound
pasturelands.
Owing to bad
weather

As a result of snowfalls,
cold wave conditions have
engulfed the upper reach-
es of Doda, Kishtwar and
Ramban districts, triggering
panic among the nomads
who have started their bi-
annual migration from the
plains in the Union Territory

and Punjab.

Officials said
fresh Snow-
fall has been

conditions, .

the authori- _ reported in
ties issued an % Kailash Mountain
advisory asking : Range,  Kainthi,

nomads not to go
ahead with their journey to
upper reaches till May 4.
"We are in grave distress
due to cycle of fresh snow-
falls in upper reaches. We
are trapped in this snow-
storms. It is a difficult situ-
ation for us and our cattle,”
Nizam Din Bakarwal said.

Padri  Gali, Bhaal
Padri, Seoj, Shankh Padar,
Rishi Dal, Gau-Peeda, Gan-
Thak, Khanni-top, Guldanda,
Chattar Galla and Asha
Pati Glacier surrounding
Bhaderwah Valley since
Monday night.

Unexpected snowfall was
also reported More on P6

‘Terror Funding’ Case

NIA Opposes Nayeem
Khan'’s Bail Petition

Observer News Service

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency has op-
posed before Delhi High Court
the bail plea moved by separat-
ist leader Nayeem Ahmad Khan
in a UAPA case of alleged terror
funding, the Livelaw reported.
Khan, who has been in

judicial custody since August
14, 2017, has been accused
of “creating unrest” in the
Kashmir valley by NIA. He
was arrested on July 24, 2017.
Charges for various offences
under Indian Penal Code, in-
cluding sedition and UAPA
were framed against Khan by
a special NIA More on P6
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Climate Change Increasing Risk Of New Emerging
Viruses, Infectious Diseases In India: Experts

Press Trust Of India

hanging climatic conditions, particu-

larly temperature and moisture varia-

tions following events such as extreme

rainfall in some places and drought in
others, will lead to a surge in the spread of vec-
tor-borne and infectious diseases across India,
say scientists.

As concerns mount over the recent increase
in respiratory viral infections, including H2N3, ad-
enoviruses and swine flu, in many parts of India,
the scientists said it might be too early to attribute
it to climate change. But is definitely plausible.

The prospect of climate change leading to
an increased burden with the spread of dis-
eases such as dengue, chikungunya and malaria
looms large.

According to public health expert Poorni-
ma Prabhakaran, steadily rising temperatures

affect the pattern of transmission of disease
agents like viruses as well their vectors through
a number of pathways.

"These include changes in the incubation
period, the transmission potential and the du-
ration of transmission - all of which can impact
the trends of diseases,” Prabhakaran, direc-
tor, Centre for Environmental Health at Public
Health Foundation of India (PHFI), told PTIL.

Incubation period is the time between ex-
posure to a pathogenic organism and when
symptoms and signs are first apparent.

Changing climatic conditions, Prabhakaran
noted, also become more favourable for the
spread and disease transmission potential of
viruses and their vectors.

"Hot and humid conditions can both impact
the disease transmission pathways, frequency
of disease occurrence and severity of disease,"
she explained.

Ecologist Abi T Vanak added that changes
in climate will also result in the shift of habi-
tat for species, thereby introducing new vectors
to some areas, or making some species more
susceptible to new viruses that may have the
potential to transmit to humans.

"For example, extreme rainfall and flood-
ing in the drier parts of the country can result
in outbreaks of diseases that are typically as-
sociated with the wetter parts,” Vanak, interim
director, Centre for Policy Design, Ashoka Trust
for Research in Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE), Bangalore, told PTIL

"This is applicable to both water-borne dis-
eases such as cholera and dysentery, as well as
vector-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue,
and chikungunya," he explained.

Extreme weather events such as heatwaves
can also cause high stress of animals, making them
more vulnerable to disease prevalence and out-

breaks of potentially zoonotic diseases, he said.

Prabhakaran's team is involved in a collab-
orative research effort that aims to demonstrate
the links between changing climate conditions
and patterns of vector-borne diseases like den-
gue and malaria.

The CHARISMa project aims to build a dash-
board of climate-health information services
that may aid city-level officials in decision-
making for timely and effective interventions
with a focus on hotspots.

What could be the way out?

Modelling future scenarios using state-of-
the-art techniques that allow predictive future
disease patterns or hotspots can be a useful tool
to aid decision-makers in planning suitable and
timely interventions, researchers have said.

A study published last year in the journal
Nature predicted that climate change will

vastly increase the risk of new viruses infect-
ing humans.

There are currently at least 10,000 viruses
"circulating silently” among wild mammals
and climate change may trigger them to cross
over into humans, it concluded.

The finding holds particularly true for
countries such as India, Indonesia, China and
the Philippines, and some African regions that
have been hotspots for deadly diseases spread
from animals to humans over the last several
decades, including flu, SARS, HIV, Ebola and CO-
VID-19, the researchers said.

Global warming is linked to the risk of
new emerging viruses, agreed Debapriyo
Chakraborty, postdoctoral researcher, unit on
infectious diseases and vectors-ecology, ge-
netics, evolution and control (MIVEGEC) Re-
search Institute for Development (IRD), Mont-
pellier, France.

Eating Handful Of Walnuts Daily May Boost
Attention, Intelligence In Teens: Study

Adolescenceis a period
of brain refinement,
connectivity and complex
behaviours, so it remains
sensitive to a number of
environmental and lifestyle
factors, including diet, from
which it requires a large amount
of energy and nutrients for
proper development

Press Trust Of India

onsuming walnuts regularly may
have a positive impact on sustained
attention and intelligence scores of
adolescents, a study claims.

Walnuts have a significant amount of
alpha-linolenic acid (ALA), an omega-3 fatty
acid essential for the body and which plays
a key role in brain development, especially
in the early stage, the researchers said.

The study, published in the journal
eClinicalMedicine, demonstrates that a
healthy, balanced diet that provides es-
sential nutrients, such as those found in
walnuts, can have a beneficial effect on the
cognitive and psychological development of

Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir
Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K),
Ph.0194-24 77949 ,9419001176, 9419776235

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. Printers,
Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, Security
System and Refilling of all Types of Cartridges,
Toners Registered Government order Suppliers.

ASF ENTERPRISES

My name has been wrongly written in my passport bearing

no: J2851473 as Ahmad Bhat while my correct name is Ghulam
Ahmad Bhat which needs to be corrected. If anybody having
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection
in the office of the regional Passport Officer Srinagar within

a period of seven days from the date of publication of this

PUBLICNOTICE

adolescents.

"Adolescence is a period of brain refine-
ment, connectivity and complex behaviours,
so it remains sensitive to a number of envi-
ronmental and lifestyle factors, including
diet, from which it requires a large amount
of energy and nutrients for proper develop-
ment," said Jordi Julvez, principal investiga-
tor and coordinator of the Neuro Epia Re-
search Group of the Institut d'Investigacio
Sanitaria Pere Virgili (IISPV), Spain.

"Walnuts are a nutrient-dense food and
a rich plant-based source of ALA, an ome-
ga-3 fatty acid that provides energy and is
essential for the body and its development.
For this reason, walnuts are a great ally of

adolescent health," says Julvez.

This study involved 700 volunteers,
specifically, high school students between
11 and 16 years of age from 12 different
high schools.

The participants were randomly divided
into two groups: the control group and the

experimental group.

The experimental group was given
packets containing 30 grams of walnuts
(equivalent to a handful) and were instruct-
ed to consume them daily for 6 months.

Participants who consumed walnuts for
at least 100 days showed improvements in

attention functions and those with symp-
toms of attention deficit hyperactivity dis-
order (ADHD) had better behaviour in class,
paying more attention to the teacher and
being less hyperactive.

In addition, the study found an in-
crease in functions related to fluid in-
telligence, which is less influenced by
learning and inherent to a person's biol-
ogy, the researchers said.

Participants who followed more closely
the recommended dose of walnuts and the
number of days of consumption showed
improvements in neuropsychological func-
tions, they said.

notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Ghulam Ahmad Bhat
R/o0 Naik Bagh Nowgam Srinagar

laa

PUBLIC NOTICE

The DOB of my Son in school records has been wrongly written
as 31-10-2012 While his correct DOB is 28-08-2012 which needs
to be corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard
he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Little Buds
Public School Palpora within a period of seven days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall
be entertained.

Hakiem Javid fko

F/o Danish Javid R/o Palhallan Pattan
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Power Shutdown In RS
Bagh-i-Mehtab On May 2

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Power Control-
ler Kashmir has informed

that, the power supply to
Receiving Station Bagh-
I-Mehtab shall remain af-
fected on May 02 from 10.00
am to 02 pm.

Zafran Colony Natipora
Residents Urge Authorities
To Repair Poor Drainage

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Residents of Zaf-
far Colony Natipora local-
ity in uptown Srinagar
Sunday appealed to the
authorities to repair the
faulty drainage system,
which often leads to inun-
dation in the area.

The locals said the
drainage is choked very
often due to which adja-
cent lanes and by-lanes are
flooded with rainwater.

Musadiq Rasool, a
local resident of Zaffar
Colony Natipora said
that people face immense
problems due to the water
logging due to the faulty
drainage system.

The locals appealed
to the authorities espe-
cially Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation Commis-
sioner (SMC) and Mayor
to look into the matter
and address the problem
at the earliest.

E-Rickshaws To Be Distributed
Among Underprivileged

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A Non-Gov-
ernmental Organization
(NGO) will be distribut-
ing erickshaws free of
cost to underprivileged
communities in the Sri-
nagar city.

At least 10 e-rickshaws
will be distributed among

beneficiaries at Ishbar
Nishat area in Srinagar.
An official from an
NGO said the e-rickshaws
will be distributed un-
der a pilot project which
is aimed at empowering
communities through sus-
tainable transportation.
This initiative is powered
by ‘Kyari’ and Stairs Non-
Governmental Organization.

Srinagar Link Road
Awaits Macadamization

Observer News Service

Srinagar: A number of
roads in Srinagar city are
in dilapidated condition
in absence of macadamiza-
tion for years together.

Residents of differ-
ent localities particularly
Dairwani-Batamaloo, Me-
hjoor Nagar, Baba Demb,
Raj Bagh, Karsoo, Sonwar,
Palapora complained of
dilapidated roads in their
respective areas.

A number of people al-
leged that SMC is showing
no interest in repairing
the link roads. They said
that concerned authorities
should stop ignoring or
taking lightly the demands
of people for macadamiza-
tion or repairing of roads.

They said interior
roads everywhere are

in shambles while no
one bothers to mitigate
the woes of commoners.
“There should be an end to
such official callousness.”

“We had approached
the Roads and Build-
ings Department (R&B).
We were told that the
macadamization of such
roads has to be done by
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) as all
the link roads and most
of roads in Srinagar city
are under its jurisdiction
now,” people said.

People alleged that
SMC is selective in ap-
proach. “It is taking care
of particular areas, ignor-
ing the plight of other
localities,” they said and
made an appeal to the SMC
Commissioner to start the
macadamization process
without any delay.

Veterinary Day Celebrations
Concludes At DoE, SKUAST-K

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Directorate of
Extension, Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Tech-
nology of Kashmir today
concluded the week long
veterinary Day celebra-
tions. The weeklong event
was conducted all across
the KVKs of the region
on the instructions of the
Vice Chancellor Prof. Na-
zir Ahmed Ganai.

VC was directly moni-
tored and supervised by
Director Extension, Prof.
Dil Mohammad Makh-
doomi. While deliberat-
ing on the program, Prof.
Makhdoomi said the last
Saturday of April is being
celebrated all across the
globe as World Veterinary
Day with different themes.

This year the day falls
on April 29 and the theme
for World Veterinary Day
2023 is ‘Promoting Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusive-
ness in the Veterinary
Profession’. Director Ex-
tension further said that
this day marks the work
that veterinary profes-
sionals and organizations
are doing to help strength-
en veterinary resilience

while at the same time
raising awareness of the
important topic.

In this regard, a meeting
was convened in the Direc-
torate of Extension a week
ago whereby all the KVKs
of the valley were directed
to organize a two days event
which should include aware-
ness, sensitization and lec-
ture series covering various
schools, colleges and other
educational institutes.

In this regard all the
KVKs of the region orga-
nized two days programs in
which the importance of this
day and role of veterinarians
in ensuring good animal
health was highlighted. Ani-
mal scientists from different
KVKs delivered lectures on
a variety of topics related to
animal husbandry.

These covered important
topics importance of animal
husbandry in economy of
Union Territory as well as
the country, care and man-
agement of animals, healthy
feed and feeding habits, first
aid and artificial insemina-
tion, care during lactation
and pregnancy of animals,
processing and value addi-
tion of milk and different
government schemes for the
promotion of livestock sector.
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Mann Ki Baat

Waqf Board Organizes Grand
Conclave In Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Under the headship of its
Chairperson, Dr Darakhshan An-
drabi, J&K Waqf Board today or-
ganized a grand conclave at Tagore
Hall Auditorium here to celebrate
100th Episode of PM’s public out-
reach program “Mann Ki Baat”.

The Program was celebrated
with the presence of an audience
of over 600 participants, including
Board Members, Imams, Khateebs
and Muallims, staff and students.
The event commenced with the
recitation of the National Anthem.
Prime Minister’s Program was live
streamed on the screen in the audi-
torium and watched very enthusias-
tically & keenly by all participants.

The Prime Minister’s Program
was followed by a series of per-
formances on the theme “Mann
Ki Baat & its Impact on Society”.
The theme was expressed through
small sketches, poetic recitations
& debate deliberations.

The Program was

celebrated with the
presence of an audience of over
600 participants, including
Board Members, Imams,
Khateebs and Muallims, staff
and students. The event
commenced with the recitation
of the National Anthem. Prime
Minister’s Program was live
streamed on the screenin the
auditorium and watched very
enthusiastically & keenly by
all participants.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr
Andrabi expressed extreme joy
over the fact that J&K Waqf Board
is organizing such a grand con-
clave for the first time in its his-
tory of several decades & joining &
taking forward the developmental

agenda of the Hon’ble Prime Min-
ister of India, Narendra Modi Ji.

She also lauded the achieve-
ments of the Prime Minister’s
Mann ki Baat program that has
successfully carved its place
among the common masses &
whose popularity graph has al-
ways been on the rise since its
start in the year 2014.

Wagaf Chairperson also empha-
sized that nowhere in the world
such Programs have managed to
survive & maintain popularity for
so long, and it goes to the Prime
Minister’s charisma & appeal
among the masses. "Modiji's pub-
lic connect is magical.

He is the leader who knows
how to inspire the country by his
public connection.

His vision of developed India
is inspiring our new generation
across the country and J&K is also
acknowledging the Modi magic
with open heart", said Dr Darakh-
shan Andrabi. (KNS)

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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This Day In History

One to one and group mental
health counselling services in
the clinic as well as in online

mode

Our team of well qualified and
trained professionals comprises
both child/adolescent as well as
adult psychologists & counsellors
that work under the guidance &
supervision of senior consultant

psychologists.
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THE FOLLOWING AND MANY MORE CONDITIONS

m Anger & Stress management
B Post Traumatic Stress disorder
B Anxiety Disorder

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION!

[ 9469807 321

m Personal Empowerment
B Depression

B Suicide Prevention and more

| 9469 811 096

10AM - 4PM, Monday - Saturday

9070 130 280

HOUSE NO. 27, LANE NO 16 A, GOGJI BAGH

1756- France and Austria sign alliance

1757- Austria and France divide Prussia

1759- British fleet occupies Guadeloupe, West Indies,
capturing it from France

1908 World's most intense shower (2.47" in 3 minutes)
at Portobelo, Panama

1909- Netherlands begins unity with Belgium

1923- Adolf Hitler and Ernst Rohm attempt to break up
socialist May Day demonstrates, inviting Nazis from as
far away as Nuremberg to take part in the violence
1934- Austria signs pact with Vatican

1937- US President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs the
Neutrality Act, banning travel on belligerent ships and
imposes an arms embargo on warring nations

1945- About 1,000 citizens of Demmin in Germany, commit
suicide provoked by occupation by Soviet Red Army

1947 - Radar for commercial & private planes 1st
demonstrated

1948 - North Korea proclaims itself Democratic
People's Republic of Korea

1949 - Gerard Kuiper discovers Nereid, (2nd satellite of
Neptune)

1951 -600,000 march for peace & freedomin Germany
1956 - A doctor in Japan reports an "epidemic of an
unknown disease of the central nervous system",
marking the official discovery of Minamata disease.
1960 - India's Bombay state split into Gujarat &
Maharashtra states

1962 - 1st French underground nuclear experiment in
the Sahara

1965 - USSR launches Luna 5; later impacts on Moon
1965 - Battle of Dong-Yin, a naval conflict between
ROC and PRC, takes place.

1966 - US troops shooting targets in Cambodia

1972 - North Vietnamese troops occupy Quang Tri
Activities Committee

1977 - 36 people are killed in Taksim Square, Istanbul,
during the Labour Day celebrations.

1978 - Naomi Uemura became 1st to reach North Pole
overland alone

1984 - Great Britain performs nuclear test at Nevada
Test Site

1985 -US President Reagan ends embargo against Nicaragua
1986 - Russian news agency Tass reports Chernobyl
nuclear power plant mishap

1991 - Angolan civil war ends

1991 - Last day of Test cricket for West Indian batsman
Gordon Greenidge.

1993 - Bomb attack on Sri Lankan president (26 die)
1997 - Tony Blair elected Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom

2000 - President of the Philippines Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyodeclaresexistence of "astate of rebellion", after
thousands of supporters of her arrested predecessor,
Joseph Estrada, storm towards the presidential palace
at height of EDSA lll rebellion.

2003 - In what becomes known as the "Mission
Accomplished" speech, U.S. President George W. Bush
declares that "major combat operations in Iraq have
ended" on board the USS Abraham Lincoln off the
coast of California

From KO Archives

Aan Daftar
Dariya Burd

RINAGAR En-tire record of the information depart-
ment which was on its way as part of the bi-annual
durbar move was washed away when the SRTC truck

bearing registration No JK01Y-317 carrying it skidded
off the road and fell into a 600 feet nullah between Ramban and
Banihal on Sunday. The truck driver had miraculous escape in
the mishap.
Kashmir Observer, May 1, 2000
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An outcry against
harassment is the first
step in the long haul

of subverting the rape
culture that exists in

our society. Refusing to
accept it as something
harmless is essential for
reclaiming our agency
and public spaces and
moving around freely
with calmness and
comfort without the fear
of being visually profiled
and assaulted

Don’t Trivialise
treet Harassment

HE recent National Family Health

Survey reveals that there has been

an upsurge in violent crimes and

sexual harassment against women
in J&K. The survey report suggests that in
2019-2020, 9.6% women in the age group of 18-
49 experienced domestic violence , and 1046
rape cases were registered during this year.
These numbers are a grim reminder of the
lopsided power dynamics which relegates a
lower status to the women in our society. It
is this position of authority and power which
gives men a sense of impunity and license to
get away scott free after committing heinous
and barbaric crimes.

Uprooting patriarchy is the only way to
end the systemic suppression that women
face in our society. Change in social attitudes,
coupled with a robust justice system can put
an end to the myriad forms of atrocities that
women face on a daily basis and make the so-
ciety a habitable place for women.

Violent and unfathomable crimes do not
emerge out of a vacuum, they are a conse-
quence of ignoring and trivialising sexist
jokes, catcalling, whistleblowing and grop-
ing etc. These behaviours exhibited towards
women are not harmless, they create an en-
vironment conducive for men to assert their
power over women and perpetuate rape
culture.A society which tolerates any form
of harassment (verbal pr physical) against
women capacitates the harasser and gives
him the confidence to disregard a woman’s
agency and violate her consent. An outcry
against harassment is the first step in the
long haul of subverting the rape culture that
exists in our society. Refusing to accept it as
something harmless is essential for reclaim-
ing our agency and public spaces and mov-
ing around freely with calmness and comfort
without the fear of being visually profiled
and assaulted. Reports indicate that 50% of
the women who face harassment chose not to
report it and this is why no statistical survey
can reveal the actual extent of the harass-
ment faced by women in the society.

This reluctance to report harassment
stems from the warped notion of honour
that is fed to women from a very early stage.
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Young girls are conditioned to believe that
harassment erodes their honour, it leaves
them scarred, this stigma and shame attrib-
uted to the victim makes rape and harass-
ment an instrument to control women, to
subdue them and discourages women from
speaking up. Eradicating the stigma and
shame attached to the victim is essential to
take this power away from men and empower
women. The prevalence of victims shaming
makes speaking up against harassment more
morally reprehensible than harassment it-
self, this needs to be countered.

The flailing justice system and the apa-
thy shown by the law enforcement agencies
dissuades women from reporting instances
of harassment. Additionally, the burden of
proof that rests on the victim makes seeking
justice traumatic. The fear of harassment,
harassment and the process of seeking jus-
tice are distressing and adversely impact
women, their quality of life and their well be-
ing. In our society every woman is either a
victim or a potential victim and has to live in
trepidation and constantly tweak her choices
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to ensure her safety. We cannot claim that we
live in a civil and democratic state if women
have to be hyper vigilant whenever they step
out. It is incumbent upon the state to play an
active role in ensuring that women'’s rights
are protected and their freedom of movement
is not restricted and that they are able to live
life freely without fear. Apart from the effec-
tive implementation of laws that safeguard
and protect women’s rights, the government
also needs to ensure that women are ade-
quately represented in all spheres of the soci-
ety, representation is the tool through which
women can assert themselves and reclaim
their agency, otherwise the only way women
can ensure their safety is by being invisible
in the public sphere.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s
own and do not necessarily represent

the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

The author can be reached

at Daniasheikh8@yahoo.com

Fear, Guilt And Hope In Sudan

An army and a militia are destroying our country, but we
cannot give up; we, the Sudanese people, will persevere.

Khalid Albaih

s Muslims all around the world cele-

brated Eid with their families, I had a

hard time getting into a festive mood.

I was thousands of kilometres away
from where I should have been: in our fam-
ily home in Omdurman, the Sudanese capital
Khartoum’s twin city.

Instead of celebrating Eid with my family, I
—like millions of other Sudanese people inside
and outside Sudan - spent the last few days
of the holy month hunched over my phone,
watching on social media my people being
killed and my home city being destroyed by an
army and a militia.

Instead of going to visit relatives, eating
out with friends, taking my children to our
extended family, enjoying the overcrowded
streets, the smell of delicious food and the joy-
ful sounds of Sudanese music blasting from
every passing tik-tok, I was watching these
places full of childhood memories turn into a
war zone in real time.

I would jump from one video to another
of Sudanese soldiers shouting Allahu Akbar,
celebrating the capture of other Sudanese sol-
diers wearing a slightly different camouflage
uniform, all boasting the Sudanese flag on
their chests.

When I was not on social media, I would
switch between news channels trying to see if
they would say anything new. I would see the
same videos replayed, but with the added com-
mentary of foreign military analysts who said
nothing of substance.

Other talking heads would affirm the need
for negotiations and peace but would fail to
mention who or what could make the two war-
ring sides sit down and talk. Meanwhile, spokes-
people for the army and the militia would trade
blame for yet another broken truce.

No one could say when this nightmare
would be over. The only thing that was clear
was that the Sudanese people who had been

protesting for four years now, demanding a
democratic civilian government, have been
right all along and everyone forcing them to
compromise with the army and the militia has
been wrong. Now these same brave people are
held hostage by the army and the militia and
their vicious war.

And this was not the first Eid in recent
years that the Sudanese people spent mourn-
ing the dead instead of celebrating with the liv-
ing. In 2019, the army and the militia targeted
a sit-in in front of the army headquarters in
Khartoum, Kkilling more than 120 people, rap-
ing dozens and injuring hundreds.

Justice is yet to be served for the crimes
committed that Eid. And perhaps to avoid fac-
ing accountability for this and other crimes, the
leadership of the army and the militia decided
to derail the democratic transition in Sudan and
capture power. Only they were so greedy that
they could not agree on how to share it.

As the fighting intensified, my family —
spread across Khartoum and Omdurman - de-
cided to come together to our family house.
Amid the horror and chaos, we received some
good news — they had all made it safely home,
while dodging rocket fire.

They found our 100-year-old house scarred
by the fighting. My cousin sent a video to the
family WhatsApp group showing the outside
walls riddled with bullet holes and an unex-
ploded rocket that had landed in the backyard
next to our lemon tree.

It was hard to believe that this was the
same house where I had spent all Eids together
with my big family; this was the same tree that
we would climb as children and pick lemons to
make juice for our guests; this was that same
backyard that most of our neighbours used as a
venue for their weddings and funerals.

In that backyard - our elders had told us - a
great-grandmother had buried her gold in 1897,
when she and her family fled their hometown
of E1 Matama to Omdurman. They escaped a
massacre by the Mahdist forces, which ruled
over Sudan at that time and which had at-

‘ No one could say
when this nightmare
would be over. The only
thing that was clear was
that the Sudanese people
who had been protesting
for four years now,
demanding a democratic
civilian government, have
beenright all along and
everyone forcing them to
compromise with the
army and the militia has
been wrong

tacked the town, targeting a dissenting local
emir and his supporters. Still feeling insecure,
my great-grandmother decided to hide her
valuables, just in case she had to flee again.

Ironically, more than 100 years later, my fam-
ily decided to go back to E1 Matama, as Omdur-
man - once a haven - has turned into a war zone.

We all participated in the preparations for
the trip. All of us got on WhatsApp groups and
social media, gathering information about the
safety of the roads, the location of checkpoints
run by the army and the militia, the best times
to move to avoid shelling or crossfire, the num-
bers of microbus drivers and their ever-grow-
ing rates, etc.

As we discussed the best way to do the
evacuation, I suggested to my aunts that they
bury their gold in the backyard, just like our
great-grandmother. No one replied.

Although many of our acquaintances made

it out of Khartoum and Omdurman, my fam-
ily is still stuck there. Until now, they haven’t
been able to find a vehicle big enough to take
all of them and a route safe enough to get them
to El Matama, which is about a four-hour drive
north of Omdurman. The internet blackouts
have not helped.

As the days passed, I felt double guilt. On
the one hand, I felt bad that I could not bring
myself to celebrate with my children, who love
Eid and its traditions. On the other, I felt guilty
for sitting in the safety of my home in Norway,
while my friends and family were trapped in
their homes, offices and even schools in Sudan,
praying that they survive this devastating war.

Yet, I have also felt pride in how my people
have mobilised yet again in the face of a calam-
ity. As the Sudanese state crumbled and inter-
national aid organisations suspended opera-
tions, the Sudanese resistance committees took
over their vital functions. They maintained
the provision of medical assistance, kept some
hospitals and clinics open, scrambled to supply
staff and medication, coordinated food deliver-
ies and evacuations, did the impossible to find
fuel for much-needed transport vehicles and
spread information about safe routes out of
combat hot spots.

Before the conflict broke out, these loosely
organised grassroots committees kept the pro-
democracy movement in Sudan going. Despite the
coup, despite the repression and the threats, they
held weekly protests demanding civilian rule.

In this dark moment of fear and despair,
these people give me hope that Sudan can and
will have a better, brighter future. They give me
hope that soon, my family and I will celebrate
Eid in our home in Omdurman, in the safety
and security of a prosperous new Sudan, led by
a democratically elected civilian government.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily represent
the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer. The

article was originally published by Al Jazeera
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and friendly defence relationship

that covers diverse areas of coop-
eration and is guided by the spirit
of their shared sacrifices during the
Liberation War of Bangladesh. De-
fence cooperation between India
and Bangladesh has made signifi-
cant progress in the last few years.
It is depicted in the exchange of vis-
its between the leaders of the two
countries, as well as the conduct of
training programmes, joint exercis-
es, and humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR). Bangladesh
Army Chief General S.M. Shafiuddin
Ahmed has just completed a tour to
Delhi to further strengthen the de-
fense and bilateral ties between the
two nations. Bangladesh General's
tour destination in India, manifests
his respect for Bangladesh and the
historic and existing good relations
between the two armies.

Bangladesh Army Chief General
S.M. Shafiuddin Ahmed, who on
Thursday arrived India for a three-
day visit, met General Manoj Pande,
the Chief of the Army Staff, and dis-
cussed anti-terrorism collaboration
and overall bilateral cooperation.
Apart from this, the two Army chiefs
also discussed various issues per-
taining to enhancing and strength-
ening interoperability, training, and
overall bilateral cooperation as part
of the comprehensive strategic part-
nership between the two nations.
During General Ahmed’s visit, he
will also meet India’s senior military
and civilian leadership where he will
discuss avenues for enhancing India-
Bangladesh defence relations.

After meeting General Manoj
Pande, General Ahmed later called
on General Anil Chauhan, Chief of
Defence Staff, Admiral R. Hari Ku-
mar, Chief of Naval Staff, Air Marshal
A.P. Singh, Vice Chief of Air Staff,
Defence Secretary and the Foreign
Secretary. The Ministry of Defence
informed that he was also briefed
on the Indian indigenous defence
equipment manufacturing eco-sys-
tem by the Department of Defence
Production (DDP) and the Army
Design Bureau. An ‘Implementing
Arrangement’ for UN Peacekeeping
Operations and Training Coopera-
tion between Centre for United Na-
tions Peacekeeping (CUNPK), India
and Bangladesh Institute of Peace
Support Operations Training (BIP-
SOT), Bangladesh was signed be-
tween both Armies during the visit,
the defence ministry official added.
The Bangladesh Army Chief was
the Reviewing Officer for the Pass-
ing Out Parade at Officers Training
Academy, Chennai on April 29. He
also visited the Officers Training
Academy Museum and interacted
with the cadets of the passing out
course.

The Ministry of Defence said that
India and Bangladesh share the his-
torical legacy of cooperation and
support during the Liberation War
of 1971. The active engagement on
the defence side includes high-level
exchanges at the level of Service
Chiefs, conduct of the inaugural An-
nual Defence Dialogues by the De-
fence Secretaries, Tri- services and
Service-specific Staff Talks. The ex-

:[ndia and Bangladesh have a close

change visits of Bangladesh Mukti
Jodhas and Indian war veterans take
place every year in December to
mark the Victory Day celebrations in
Dhaka and Kolkata, the ministry of-
ficials added.

The Bangladesh Army Chief com-
menced his visit by paying tributes
to the fallen heroes of the Indian
Armed Forces by laying a wreath
at the National War Memorial on
Thursday. The General was accord-
ed a Guard of Honour at the South
Block Lawns after which he called
on General Manoj Pande, the Chief
of the Army Staff.

SIGNIFICANCE OF REGULAR BILATERAL
ViISIT

At present, India and Bangladesh
share a warmer relationship, and
they are cooperating in the various
socio-economic, political, military,
technological, and cultural contexts
of South Asia. There are now regular
reciprocal visits by leaders of their
governments and armed forces.

President Ram Nath Kovind and
PM Narendra Modi paid a landmark
visit to Bangladesh in December and
March 2021 respectively. Undoubt-
edly, these regular top-level visits
play a significant role in consolidat-
ing the dynamism of contemporary
ties. Because, the visits provided
an opportunity to renew bonds be-
tween the two countries based on a
shared geographical space, shared
heritage, and shared history.

Indian High Commissioner in
Dhaka Pranay Verma last month pro-
posed Dhaka to develop and produce
defence equipment jointly while in-
viting Bangladesh Armed forces to
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THOUGH BANGLADESH IS HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON CHINA
FOR CONVENTIONAL MILITARY WEAPONS, some security
expert views that time has come to move away from a single

source supply of defense equipment and thus China needs to be
balanced by strengthening defence cooperation with India and

Russia too

benefit from India's cost-effective
and high-quality military gear.

The envoy also expressed India's
readiness to partner with Bangla-
desh in its defence modernisation
through the $500 million Defence
Line of Credit extended by New Del-
hi to Dhaka earlier.

The Bangladesh Army chief
praised India's defence manufac-
turing capabilities and proposed
closer cooperation between the
two sides for closer defence indus-
try partnership.

The visit of Bangladesh General is
testimony to the high priority that
both countries attach to each other
and their desire to further strength-
en this relationship based on shared
values, mutual trust, and under-
standing. It will act as a catalyst for
closer coordination and cooperation
on a host of strategic issues. Ongo-
ing talks between the top leadership
of the armed forces can help dispel
misconceptions harboured by both
parties and are contributing to a mu-
tual understanding of each other’s
viewpoints.

GROWING INDO-BANGLA RELATIONS

It is noteworthy that India’s rela-
tionship with Bangladesh is one of
the main pillars of its ‘Neighbour-
hood First’ and ‘Act East Policies’. Re-
cently, India and Bangladesh enjoy
robust and multifaceted bilateral co-
operation in diverse areas, including
trade and connectivity, energy and
power, border management, defence
and security, culture, and people-to-
people links.

Understandably, Bangladesh is
key to India’s land links eastwards.
When Prime Minister Hasina came
to power in 2009, Dhaka assured
Delhi that it would never allow even
“an inch of its territory” to be used
by any extremist activity against
India in line with the former’s zero-
tolerance policy against terrorism
and militancy.

New Delhi’s major “security con-
cerns” in seven sisters had already
been addressed significantly by Ban-
gladesh. Former DG of the Indian
National Security Guard said recent-
ly that the security challenges India
faced in its northeastern region have
been controlled and managed, in
part thanks to the enormous assis-
tance Bangladesh has provided.

India is today one of Bangladesh’s
most important economic partners.
Bangladesh is India’s largest trade
partner in South Asia and India is
the second largest trade partner of
Bangladesh. Despite the pandemic,
bilateral trade grew at an unprec-
edented rate of 14 percent from USD
9.46 billion in the year 2019-20 to
USD 10.78 billion in 2020-21. Ban-
gladesh is also India’s most impor-
tant development partner both in
terms of value and range of coop-
eration. India extends about a third
of its total global development as-
sistance under the lines of credit to
Bangladesh.

THE RECENT TREND OF MILITARY TIES
Bangladesh is one of the most out-
standing strategic military partners
of India from a security standpoint.
Defence cooperation has seen signif-
icant progress in the last few years.
This push is demonstrated in the ex-
change of visits between leaders of
the two nations, as well as the con-
duct of training programmes, joint
exercises, and humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief (HADR).
Bangladesh is a long-time tested

and genuine strategic friend of India.
Apart from economic cooperation,
major engagements in border man-
agement, counter-terrorism, capac-
ity-building, technology exchange,
space research, cyber security, con-
nectivity, shipping, and other areas
of cooperation are expanding.

Under ‘joint training and exer-
cises, the defence services of both
countries are now participating in
joint exercises, medical assistance,
and training programmes. SAMPRI-
TI, the joint military exercise opera-
tion to counter terrorism completed
its 10th edition at Jashore Military
Station on June 16, 2022.

The exercise provided an oppor-
tunity for the contingents from both
Armies to understand each other’s
tactical drills and operational tech-
niques as well as to share their ex-
perience in Counter Insurgency/
Counter Terrorism, Peace Keeping,
and Disaster Relief Operation under
the United Nations mandate.

As the Bay of Bengal, regions are
prone to cross-border organized
crimes such as human trafficking,
and fake currency, arms, and narcot-
ics smuggling, a high level of cooper-
ation between security agencies can
help tackle such challenges as well
as secure maritime trade for littoral
countries, especially for Bangladesh.

Though Bangladesh is heavily de-
pendent on China for conventional
military weapons, some security ex-
pert views that time has come to move
away from a single source supply of
defense equipment and thus China
needs to be balanced by strengthen-
ing defence cooperation with India
and Russia too. It is worth mentioning
Bangladesh and China have an um-
brella agreement on defence coopera-
tion signed in December 2002, under
former PM Khaleda Zia.

During Prime Minister Hasina’s
2017 visit to India, the two countries
signed a series of agreements and
MoUs for enhancing cooperation in
the field of national security, and
strategic and operational studies.
Both the countries inked a pact on
the defence cooperation framework
apart from signing an agreement
for extending a $500 million Line
of Credit (LOC) for the purchase of
military hardware.

To conclude, India-Bangladesh
bonhomie in the security dimension
has undeniably reached new heights
in the past few years and it can easily
be speculated that Indo-Bangladesh
strategic relations will continue to
add “more depth and momentum”
in the defence and security aspect
of the bilateral relationship as both
countries are committed to address
each other’s concerns and work to-
wards common solutions. India can
assist Bangladesh in achieving the
goal of implementing Bangladesh’s
visionary military plan, “Forces Goal
2030. This could assist in bolstering
bilateral ties and reflecting better
bilateral understanding. This visit is
highly important for Bangladesh and
India in the region.

Views expressed in the article are the
author’s own and do not necessarily
represent the editorial stance of
Kashmir Observer

Lawrence R. Samuel

hy do some of us feel
compelled to put
words on paper or

on screens? As a serial non-
fiction author specializing in
not particularly commercial
American cultural history, I
certainly do. I admittedly can’t
stop writing, even though a
big part of me would like to.
However, as soon as I finish
a book, I start another, some-
times even on the same day.
With my uncontrollable urge
to repeat the laborious, decid-
edly financially unrewarding
book-writing process over and
over, a therapist might suggest
I show signs of compulsion.

I recognize there are far
worse things to be compelled
to do, but I cannot help but
wonder what my daily craving
to write is all about. Ronald T.
Kellogg, at the time a cognitive
psychologist at the University
of Missouri-Rolla, provided
the answer. His 1994 book
The Psychology of Writing
showed that humans have an
innate desire to create mean-
ing in symbolic form, whether
through an artistic medium or
speech. Those in the emergent
field of composition research,

The Psychology of Writing

which is part of cognitive
psychology, have found that
people formulate and express
their thoughts with written
text in order to make sense
of abstract ideas. Writing is
thus a defining feature of hu-
man cognition, Kellogg, now at
Saint Louis University, argued,
making me feel not so bad
about my impulse to construct
literature, much like how a
beaver builds a dam.

Kellogg went further in his
adroit analysis of the psychol-
ogy of writing, revealing inter-
esting insights into why scrib-
blers like me spend their time
alone in a room (or Starbucks)
for hours at a time when they
might be enjoying life. Writ-
ers “confront the challenge
of creating coherent ideas in
the private realm of thought
and mapping those ideas into
the public world of linguistic
symbols,” he wrote, the pro-
cess (which he was doing as
he wrote those very words) an
attempt to “create meaning for
themselves and potentially for
their readers.” Kellogg added
that humans appear to be
hard-wired to engage in such a
process, making meaning “one
of the most unique character-
istics of our species.”
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[ can easily relate to such
neurological decoding of the
deep desire to translate vague
concepts rattling around my

brain into a nicely organized
text package, complete with
an attractive cover. I've more
than achieved my initial goal

to create a body of work that
will be around after I am gone.
When not writing a book, I've
dashed off hundreds of ar-

ticles or blog posts like this
one, ensuring that I've strung
millions of words together in a
more or less coherent fashion

over the years.

How did I get hooked on
this annoying yet at the same
time satisfying literary habit?
I caught the writing bug af-
ter my dissertation was pub-
lished, and I still enjoy seeing
a tangible thing produced that
I baked from scratch. Perhaps
I write only to please myself,
specifically to learn about a
subject I'm interested in re-
searching and then offer my
own take on it. While hoping
that readers respond favor-
ably to my work, I never cater
to the marketplace's interests,
likely explaining why [I've
never had anything close to a
bestseller.

I admit that it’s nice to say,
when asked what I do, that
I'm an author, as for whatever
reason there is a certain social
currency attached to the occu-
pation. [ know I'll be done one
day, having felt I've said all I
had to say. But, until then, I'll
continue to stack my linguistic
bricks on top of each other to
manufacture sentences, para-
graphs, and pages, too, as Kel-
logg suggested, to make some
sense out of our chaotic world.

- Psychology Today
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Bengal: Life in
violence-hit Kaliaganj
limps back to normalcy

Kaliaganj (WB): Life in vio-
lence-hit Kaliaganj in West
Bengal's North Dinajpur dis-
trict limped back to normalcy
even as heavy deployment of
police remained in place to
maintain law and order.

A violent stir took place in
Kaliaganj after the body of a
girl was found in a canal, fol-
lowing which the local police
station was razed by angry lo-
cals and a man was shot dead
allegedly in police firing.

Internet connectivity, which
was suspended in parts of
Kaliaganj three days ago as
a security measure, was re-
stored at 6 pm on Sunday, a
police officer said.

Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of CrPC, however,
would remain imposed till the
situation is reviewed again, he
said.

"The situation has improved
gradually over the last couple
of days. Markets and shops are
operational and we have de-
cided to restore internet con-
nectivity. However, a decision
on revoking prohibitory orders
will be taken following anoth-
er round of evaluation. Police
deployment will continue for
the next two days till there is
further improvement in the
situation,” the police officer
told PTI over the phone.

The minor's body was found

floating in a canal on April 21,
a day after she went missing
after leaving home for tuition
classes.

After fishing out the body,
police allegedly dragged it on
the road for a few metres, trig-
gering widespread criticism
and eventually leading to the
suspension of four Assistant
Sub Inspectors (ASIs).

The girl's family alleged
she was raped and murdered,
and filed a police complaint
against a 20-year-old man and
his father, who were subse-
quently arrested.

The deceased's family has
moved to Calcutta High Court
demanding a CBI inquiry into
the death of their child after
a post-mortem examination
revealed she had poison in her
system and was not sexually
assaulted.

The Kaliaganj Police Station
was razed by an agitating mob
during a protest against "po-
lice inaction™.

A man was allegedly shot
dead in police firing during a
raid conducted in and around
Kaliaganj to nab those involved
in the razing of the police sta-
tion, leading to a political
slugfest between the ruling
Trinamool Congress and the
BJP and subsequent imposition
of prohibitory orders and sus-
pension of internet services.

ONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

SC To Hear Pleas

Challenging Validity Of
Penal Law On Sedition

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
is scheduled to hear on Monday
a batch of pleas, including one
filed by the Editors Guild, chal-
lenging the validity of the colo-
nial era sedition law.

The Centre is expected to ap-
prise the court of the steps taken
so far with regard to reviewing
the contentious penal provision.

On October 31 last year, the top
court had extended its May 11 di-
rection putting on hold the sedi-
tion law and the consequential
registration of FIRs while grant-
ing additional time to the govern-
ment to take "appropriate steps”
for reviewing of the provision.

According to the apex court's
website, a bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice ] B Pardiwala has
listed as many as 16 petitions
challenging the validity of the
law for hearing.

The central government,
which has to review the provi-
sion, on October 31 last year, had
told the bench that it be granted
some more time as "something
may happen in the winter ses-
sion of Parliament”.

Attorney General R
Venkataramani had said the is-
sue has been under consider-
ation of authorities concerned
and moreover, there is "no rea-
son to worry" in view of the May
11 interim order, which put the
use of the provision on hold.

"Mr R Venkataramani, the at-
torney general, submits that in
terms of the directions issued by
this court in order dated May 11,
2022, the matter is still engag-
ing the attention of the relevant
authorities. He submits that
some additional time be granted
so that appropriate steps can be
taken by the government," the
bench had said.

"In view of the interim direc-
tions issued by this court...dated
May 11, 2022, every interest and
concern stand protected and as

such there would be no preju-
dice to anyone. At his request,
we adjourn the matter to the
second week of January 2023,"
it had said.

In response to a query on
whether the government had
issued any communication to
states on the penal provision,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
had said the directions in conso-
nance with the apex court's or-
der have been sent to the chief
secretaries of states

In the landmark order passed
on May 11, the court had put the
contentious law on hold till the
Centre completed its promised
review of the colonial relic and
also asked the Union and state
governments not to register any
fresh case invoking the offence.

It had also directed that the
ongoing probes, pending tri-
als and all proceedings under
the sedition law will be kept in
abeyance across the country and
those in jail on sedition charges
could approach the court for bail.

"This court is cognisant of the
security interests and the integ-
rity of the State on one hand, and
the civil liberties of citizens on
the other. There is a requirement
to balance both sets of consider-
ations, which is a difficult exer-
cise," the court had said.

The offence of sedition, which
was included in section 124A of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) in
1890, has been under intense
public scrutiny for its use as a

tool against expressions of dis-
sent, including on social media.

During the colonial era the se-
dition law was primarily used to
suppress dissent and imprison
freedom fighters.

"We expect that till the re-
examination of the provision is
complete, it will be appropriate
not to continue the usage of the
aforesaid provision of law by the
governments,” the top court had
said.

Any affected party is at lib-
erty to approach the courts con-
cerned, which are requested to
examine the reliefs sought, tak-
ing into consideration the pres-
ent order, it had said.

The Editors Guild of India,
Major General (Retd) S G
Vombatkere, former Union
minister Arun Shourie and the
People's Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL) have filed the petitions
on the issue. The petitions have
contended that the law causes a
"chilling effect” on free speech
and is an unreasonable restric-
tion on free expression, a funda-
mental right.

Between 2015 and 2020, 356
cases of sedition -- as defined
under section 124A of the IPC
-- were registered and 548
people arrested, according to
data compiled by the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).
However, only 12 people ar-
rested in seven sedition cases
were convicted in the six-year
period.

85-yr-old woman stops
receiving pension after being
declared 'dead’ on paper

Jaipur:  Eighty-five-year-old
Gattu Devi who lives in a vil-
lage in Rajasthan's Ajmer dis-
trict with her family was in
for a shock when she learnt
that her widow pension was
stopped by the government
declaring that she was dead.

A resident of Banjari vil-
lage under Todgarh tehsil, the
grandmother of three received
her last pension of Rs 1,500 in
February 2022, which too she
discovered recently.

"We did not check the ac-
count as we thought the pen-
sion was being deposited reg-
ularly for the past many years.
[ went to the panchayat samiti
and realised that my mother
was declared dead and pen-
sion was stopped in February
last year,” Chunnilal Regar,
Gattu Devi's son said.

The authorities of the
Department of Social Justice
and Empowerment have ini-
tiated an inquiry to ascertain
the loophole that led to the
mistake. In the meantime,
the department has verified
Gattu Devi's identity and said
her pension along with the
arrears will be released next
month. According to officials,
the octogenarian was declared
dead by the panchayat samiti
without verification.

To declare someone dead, the
panchayat requires a death cer-
tificate without which it is im-
possible to update the system.
However, my mother's name
was not even present in the list
of dead persons, said Regar.

Gattu Devi, accompanied
by her son, also visited the
e-Mitra centre for biometric
identification with a fractured
leg, but to no avail.

"We went to the centre
three-four times. However her
finger prints could not be taken
due to old age," her son said.

The issue was resolved af-
ter it came to the notice of
authorities.

" The matter has come to
our notice. Why would the
department declare someone
dead? There must be some

technical error. We will get the
matter checked. We have also
sent a person to the beneficia-
ry's residence for verification,
which has been completed.
The pension will be resumed
from next month and arrears
will also be deposited,” said
Hari Mohan Meena, Director
of the Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment.

The authorities also pointed
out that the verification process
is carried out by field workers,
which is subject to inquiry.

This process contains three
layers which takes time, after
the completion of which the
pension and arrears are released.

According to authorities,
the department has also start-
ed self-verification through
a mobile application through
which anyone, including the
elderly and disabled, can get
themselves verified while sit-
ting at home. The step has
been taken considering the
problems that came to notice
for getting biometric verifica-
tion done.

After learning about Gattu
Devi's case, Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment
Department Tika Ram Jully in-
structed his officer on special
duty to take necessary steps
and start the pension immedi-
ately after taking complete in-
formation about the account.

Minister's action was called
for as the state government is
holding inflation relief camps
where the government is pro-
viding information and benefits
of its 10 ambitious schemes,
including pensions, for various
kinds of beneficiaries.

The inquiry revealed that
the verification was pend-
ing due to an amendment in
Jan Aadhar Card (ID for the
citizens of Rajasthan) by the
pensioners in April 2023. The
Jan Aadhar team has been
asked to complete the veri-
fication work at the earliest.
After which, the department
has activated the pension ac-
count and from next month,
the pension will be resumed.

PM Modi’s

has inspired people to take pride in their
heritage and acknowledge the remarkable con-
tribution of scientists, teachers, litterateurs and
artistes in raising India’s stature in the world.

Speaking at the Raj Bhawan later, Sinha
said “Mann ki Baat” is the voice of 140 crore
countrymen.

“It echoes their aspirations, dreams, chal-
lenges, success, failure, resolve and the new be-
ginning. ‘Mann ki Baat’ is deeply rooted in our
spiritual and cultural traditions and its ideas
and ideals,” he said.

Sinha added that “Mann ki Baat”, since the
beginning of October 2014, has touched every
section of society and influenced behavioural
change to shape a new social revolution.

“’Mann ki Baat’ is not only a powerful radio
programme but also a source of inspiration
to realise dreams and resolve of the society.
Dialogue is the soul of democracy. The direct
communication between a statesman and citi-
zens ensures that the foundation of democracy
is strong, participation of citizens in gover-
nance is ensured and their voice is at the centre
of policies,” he said.

On the occasion, the BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit organised special programmes
across the Union Territory to facilitate people
to listen to the broadcast on Sunday.

The programme was organised at 5,000
booths and was attended by lakhs of people, a
party leader said.

Says Redressal Of

of every section of society.

“Timely redressal of citizens' complaints is
our top priority and LG’s Mulaqaat is an effec-
tive medium to achieve this objective,” Sinha

said.

It is a new era of challenges and opportuni-
ties and every citizen must be empowered to
contribute to nation building, he added.

Sinha also heard citizens’ grievances and is-
sued directions for their immediate redressal.

Hearing a complaint from a Kathua resi-
dent about cleaning the village pond, Sinha
impressed on the collective efforts of the
residents in ensuring clean and pollution free
surroundings.

He also directed the senior officials to attend
at least one event of the ongoing Kisan Sampark
Abhiyan, a training programme launched un-
der the agriculture and allied sector’s holistic
development plan.

Releases Amarnath

taken by his government and Shrine Board to
facilitate the hassle-free & smooth pilgrimage
of the devotees.

He further highlighted the efforts to promote
spiritual tourism in Jammu Kashmir.

The representatives of Tourism Federation of
Jammu expressed gratitude to the Lt Governor-
led UT Administration and the Shrine Board for
augmenting the facilities for pilgrims and ser-
vice providers.

The 62-day long annual pilgrimage will com-
mence on 1st July this year and it will culmi-
nate on 31st August 2023.

Three Dead

had a tough time to retrieve the bodies as the
vehicle also caught fire, the official said.

Father-Son

that the father-son duo had inadvertently
crossed the LoC and during interrogation,

nothing unusual was found.

Untimely Snowfall

from Braid Bal, Nehyed Chilly, Sharonth Dhar,
Katardhar, Kainthi, Laloo Paani, Kaljugasar,
Duggan Top, Goha and Sinthan Top besides the
high altitude meadows of Gandoh, they said.

These high-altitude and vast grazing mead-
ows remain inhabited by the Gujjar and
Bakarwal tribes during summers but due to
harsh weather conditions and unseasonal
snowfall, which covered the otherwise green
meadows under thick blanket of snow, hun-
dreds of tribal families who are heading to-
wards their summer abode have got stuck up
either on the roadsides or in the the snow-filled
mountains at different parts of Chenab valley
and are compelled to survive under open sky
with their cattle and toddlers without fodder.

Shepherd Satish Kumar said they have lost
dozens of goats after they got trapped in snow-
storm continuously for one week from Sarthal
to Guldanda area.

Doda Deputy Commissioner Vishesh Paul
Mahajan, while assuring all the required help
from district administration, advised that the
nomads should postpone further journey for
another couple of days in view of harsh weath-
er conditions.

The Meteorological (MeT) Department has
predicted spells of rain and snow for of May in
entire Chenab Valley, however some improve-
ment in weather is likely from May 5.

According to the 2011 census, high-alti-
tude meadows of Chenab Valley which are
spread from Bhadarwah to Jawahar tunnel
(Banihal) and Marmat (Doda) to Paddar and
Marwah (Kishtwar), house 30,000 nomads
and their lakhs of cattle including sheep, goats,

Buffalows, horses, mules etc during summers
but some tribal organizations claimed that the
number has increased more than 1 lakh.

NIA Opposes

court on March 16 last year.

According to the report, the NIA has submit-
ted that evidence collected in the case clearly
establishes a prima facie case against Khan and
that he was involved in terrorist and funding
activities.

The report said that NIA has claimed that
certain letters were found during search and
seizure from Khan's residence showing that
he was getting students admitted for MBBS
Courses in Pakistan. This shows the involve-
ment of applicant in terror funding out of com-
mission earned from getting students admitted
to MBBS courses in Pakistan, the agency has
alleged.

Various videos have also been relied upon by
NIA to allege that Khan is seen leading a “pro-
ISIS rally” and “visiting areas where terrorists
were killed.” NIA has stated that the videos
have conversations by Khan about funding
from Hizbul Mujahideen.

“Statement of [a defence witness] show that a
mega meeting was held at the residence of Syed
Geelani in 2016 calling for shutdown after kill-
ing of Burhan Wani. At the same meeting, a cal-
endar was also issued for protests and unrest in
Jammu & Kashmir. This meeting was attended
by Accused No.5 [Khan],” the response reads.

According to the report, NIA has further been
submitted that Khan has not challenged the
order framing charges against him and that
the special court rightly concluded that there
is sufficient oral and documentary evidence to
believe that accusations against him are true.

“Thus, a prima facie case being made out
against the Applicant and Section 43D(5) UAPA
creates a statutory bar to grant of bail as the
offences have been held to be prime facie true
and that test has not been met by the accused
in the Application for bail,” the reply reads.

The matter will be heard on May 03 by a di-
vision bench of Justice Siddharth Mridul and
Justice Talwant Singh.

The case alleges that there was a larger
criminal conspiracy for causing disruption in
the Kashmir valley by way of “pelting stones
on the security forces, systematically burning
of schools, damage to public property and for
waging war against India.”

The case has been registered under Sections
120B, 121, 121A and 124 A of the Indian Penal
Code and sections 13, 16, 17, 18, 20, 39 and 40 of
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967.

While denying him bail, the report said that
the special NIA judge had noted that a detailed
scrutiny of evidence and statements of various
witnesses was done at the time of framing of
charges and it was concluded that there is suf-
ficient evidence available raising “grave suspi-
cion” regarding Khan's involvement.

NIA had registered the FIR on a complaint by
Ministry of Home Affairs alleging that based on
“secret information” received from an infor-
mant, it was learnt that Lashkar-e-Taiba chief
Hafiz Muhammad Saeed and various separatist
leaders including the members of the Hurriyat
Conference were raising funds “through ha-
wala” and also had entered into conspiracy to
cause violence in Kashmir.

Taking note of the fact that charges have al-
ready been framed against Khan, the judge had
said that the court cannot re-appreciate the
evidence at the stage of bail.

Despite being geographically distant from Kashmir how
Kashmiris in West maintain cultural, social, and emotional
linkages with their homeland. Tune-in to latest KO podcast
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Expelled NC Leader Trains
Guns At Dr Farooq, Omar

Omar Abdullah First Kashmiri To Ally With BJP; Farooq
Preferred Power Over Autonomy: Ishfaq Jabbar

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Former MLA Gan-
derbal Ishfaq Jabbar on Sun-
day said that he wouldn’t join
any political party, but would
continue to work as an inde-
pendent political leader for the
welfare of the people.

Speaking to mediapersons on
the sidelines of a rally organised
by him to observe the 34th death
anniversary of his father Sheikh
Jabbar, Ishfag, who was suspend-
ed from membership National
Conference, said that he wouldn’t
join any political party.

"l don't have plans to join any
political party, however, I along
with other like-minded people
would continue to work inde-
pendently for the welfare of my
people,” he said.

He said that he has no plans
to form any new party. "It is
premature to say that a new
party will be formed, because
there are already so many par-
ties,” he said.

Ishfag may have organized

an impressive show of strength
today, but it wouldn’t be easy
for him to win from Ganderbal
-which is considered bastion of
Abdullah’s. Similarly, it would
also not be a cakewalk for NC.

The political equations have
changed in Ganderbal after de-
limitation.

In a statement released to
media later, Ishfaq said “Omar
Abdullah is the best separatist
when out of power and a ty-
rannical mainstreamer when
in power”.

He said Omar Abdullah also
seems to have forgotten that he
was the first person from Kash-
mir to be part of the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre in 1999.

Jabbar said Omar Abdullah’s
father unleashed the brutal
Ikhwan regime on to the hap-
less Kashmiris between 1996
and 2002.

He said that New Delhi was
willing to give autonomy to
Kashmir in 1995-96, but Farooq
Abdullah preferred power over
it—(KNO)

Maiden 2 Day ‘Sinthan
Festival’ Concludes

Over 12000 Tourism Enthusiasts Attended

Event On Second Day

Observer News Service

KISHTWAR: The two Day maiden
‘Sinthan Festival’ concluded Sun-
day at Sinthan Maidan Kishtwar
which was organized by the Direc-
torate of Tourism, Jammu in close
collaboration with District Admin-
istration Kishtwar, Indian Army
and J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages.

The culmination ceremony was
attended by DIG Doda -Kishtwar
Dr. Sunil Gupta; Deputy Commis-
sioner Kishtwar, Devansh Yadav;
SSP Kishtwar, Khalil Poswal; CEO
Kishtwar Development Authority,
Inderjeet Parihar and Deputy Di-
rector Tourism (Adventure & Pub-
licity) Jammu, Abdul Jabbar.

The two day event witnessed
cultural and adventure activities
which were enjoyed by the visiting
guests and tourists.

Much enthusiasm was wit-
nessed for the maiden Paragliding
activity, Tug-of-War, snow based
activities, musical fiesta of live per-
formances by Waqar Khan, Shub-
ham Shiva, Zahida Tarannum and
other local star performers.

The Finale of First ever ‘Kishtwar
Ido!’ was also held on the occasion
and the winners were felicitated
by the dignitaries present.

It is pertinent to mention here
that Deputy Commissioner Kisht-
war had organized the first ever
mega singing competition which
provided a platform to local talent-
ed singers and performers. He also
initiated the District level ‘Inter
College Dance Competition’ which
concluded on 29th April amid loud
cheering from the audiences.

The two day festivities were
organized for the first time at
Sinthan Kishtwar which is also
the Gateway to Kashmir valley
from Kishtwar District.

Scores of visitors from all over
Jammu & Kashmir attended the
mega festivities with around 4000
footfall on Day 1 of the event and
more than 12000 footfall on the
culmination day of the Mega Cul-
tural Bonanza.

The Locals also participated
in this mega event in huge
numbers and expressed grati-
tude towards District Adminis-
tration Kishtwar and Tourism
Department, J&K for successful-
ly organizing such a mega tour-
ism event at Sinthan Kishtwar.

District Administration
Kishtwar had made elaborate
arrangements for direct trans-
portation from Kishtwar town
and ensured wide pre-event
publicity of the event. Camp-
ing facilities, snow-based ac-
tivities were also organized
during the festival.

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar
congratulated his team of offi-
cers, Tourism Department and all
stakeholders for successfully col-
laborating and organizing such
a mega level event which has
created strides across J&K and
in the national tourism circuits.
He also hoped that more tourism
promotional activities shall con-
tinue in the ongoing year so that
Kishtwar gets recognized for its
natural beauty, adventure poten-
tial and also for the local talented
performers of this region.

Fire At Under-Construction
Building At ATIMS In Samba

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A fire broke out at an
under-construction  building
on the premises of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) in Samba district of
Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday
evening, officials said.

The blaze was noticed on the
first floor of the OPD block of
AIIMS Jammu around 6.30 pm
and was brought under control
by the fire and emergency ser-
vices department within half
an hour, the officials said.

"Welding work led to a mi-
nor fire on the first floor of the

OPD block of AIIMS Jammu,"
Jammu AIIMS Director Shakti
Gupta said.

Gupta said that he will review
the standard operating proce-
dure at the site on Monday and
will subsequently submit his re-
port to the government.

Deputy Commissioner of
Samba Abhishek Sharma said
the fire was reported from
tower number six and the fire
fighting operation was com-
pleted around 6.55 pm.

"There was no casualty in
the incident as there were no
labourers present inside the
building," he said.

Mediation Existed In Indian
Culture As A Dispute Resolution:
Justice Tashi Rabstan

Observer News Service

JAMMU: An extensive forty
hours Mandatory Mediation
Training programme for the
Advocates of various districts
of Jammu province spreading
over five days concluded Sun-
day at J&K Judicial Academy,
Jammu with the valedictory
address delivered by Justice
Tashi Rabstan Judge, High
Court of J&K and Ladakh and
Chairman, Mediation and Con-
ciliation Committee.

In his address, Justice Tashi
said that considering the short-
age of trained mediators the
present training programme
was devised for the Advocates
of Jammu Province. Justice
Tashi who has been heading
the Mediation and Conciliation
Committee from last about 8
years said that the Mediation
rules framed by the High Court
of J&K and Ladakh are exhaus-
tive and referral judges are re-
quired to identify and refer the
cases having potential of being
settled through the process of
mediation. He further said that
now-a-days many big com-
panies having enormous eco-
nomic activities are witnessing
upsurge in disputes which they
want to be settled through the
process of Mediation.

Justice Tashi appreciated
the participants in the train-
ing programme for showing
keen interest besides actively
participating and interacting
with the trainers during the
said programme. Justice Tashi
impressed upon the trainees
to work with dedication and
ensure that the mediation be-
comes result oriented.
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Speaking on the occasion V.K.
Bansal, Principal Judge, Family
Court, Tis Hazari, Delhi and Se-
nior Trainer said that this was
his 5th or 6th programme as
a trainer in Jammu and Kash-
mir and was more than happy
to receive an invitation from
MCPC, Supreme Court of India
for being deputed as a trainer
to Jammu and Kashmir.

He further said that he was
overwhelmed by the recep-
tion and hospitality extended
to him and appreciated the
enthusiasm with which the
trainees participated in the
programme.

Dr. Aditi Choudhary, Direc-
tor Delhi Judicial Academy
also acknowledged that the
participation of the trainees
in the programme was beyond
her expectation and queries
raised by them during the
programme gave a food for
thought to the trainers. She
hoped that the participants
would prove to be an asset
for carrying on the mission of
mediation in UT of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.

The Training Programme
was spread over a total of 12
sessions and day one started
with the inaugural session fol-
lowed by technical sessions on
various aspects of mediation

that included Ground Rules,
Principles of Learning and
Training, Conflict Management
and Resolution, Role Play, ADR
with special reference to Sec-
tion 89 of Code of Civil Proce-
dure, 1908 and its types.

On the second day of train-
ing various aspects including
Role of Lawyers and the con-
cept of Mediation and Concilia-
tion Rules, were discussed. The
focus was on meaning and pro-
cess of communication, its ef-
fectiveness including its types
and modes. Special emphasis
was laid on various communi-
cation skills like active listen-
ing, body language, questions
and empathy with neutrality.

On 3rd and 4th day of the
training, priority was given
to the concepts of Bargaining,
Negotiation, Impasse including
its causes, stages, management
and strategies, false and avoid-
ance impasse. During these
two days the participating
advocates were practically in-
volved in experiencing various
techniques learnt during these
sessions. At the end of day 04,
various professional ethics in-
cluding ethical principles for
a mediator, role and responsi-
bilities of a referral judge u/s
89 of Code of Civil Procedures
1908, were targeted.

The concluding day, com-
menced with the concept of
ethical principles for Judicial
and Advocate mediators fol-
lowed by an informative docu-
mentary. The highlight of all
the days of training program
was the Role Play on Media-
tion by the participants which
also boosted their morale for
mediation process.

Azad Vows To Fight For J&K
Statehood, Land; Job Security

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party chairman
Ghulam Nabi Azad on Sunday
said that the time has come
for the assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir and it is
undemocratic to deprive the
people from elected govern-
ment for a long time.

He said that DPAP is a party
that believes in democratic
values and will ensure vari-
ous pro people initiatives are
launched to benefit the weak-
er sections of people in our so-
ciety if elected to power.

“If the DPAP is elected to
power we will ensure poor
are provided free electricity
and other benefits so that they
won'’t face burden on their bud-
get. We will also work to create
diverse economic opportuni-
ties in various sectors including
tourism, agriculture and horti-

culture so that the economy of
common people improve,” he
said while addressing a public
gathering at Bandipora.

Azad said that when he was
the Chief minister of erst-
while J&K state, he granted the
district status to Bandipora,
opened hospitals, colleges and
set up a long network of roads
to benefit the people.

However, it has been a long
time since then and the devel-
opment in the district seems
at halt now and successive
governments have overlooked
the growing infrastructural re-
quirements of the district. Azad
said that unlike other people,
he won't make false promises
and keep people in the dark.
“I will make promises and will
deliver on that. Unlike most of
the politicians who visit you
and make number of promises
never to deliver,” he said.

Azad said the socioeconomic

indicators of Jammu and Kash-
mir are concerning since it is
being pushed to dark era. He
said the economic opportuni-
ties are dwindling so is the per
capita income. Similarly, no
new avenues and job opportu-
nities are created despite thou-
sands of our youth every year
completing their education.

“There is no hope, only de-
spair and anxiety. Someone
has to come forward and fight
it out for our bright future,” he
said and reiterated that DPAP
is the only platform to take UT
out of this quagmire.

Azad said that he and his
party will never sit silent
whenever injustice with the
people is done. He said the
protests against land evic-
tion was one of the examples
when hundreds of party work-
ers marched peacefully on the
streets and forced government
to stop the coercive measures.

LG Hands Over Offer Letter To
Wife Of Slain KP

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Saturday handed over
a government job appoint-
ment letter to Sunita Sharma,
wife of Sanjay Sharma, a Kash-
miri Pandit who was shot dead
by militants in Pulwama early
this year.

Sinha assured all possible
assistance and support from
his administration to Sharma's
family who met him at Raj Bha-
wan here, a spokesperson said.

Sharma (40), who worked as
an ATM guard, was shot dead by
militants from point-blank range

in the Achan area of the south
Kashmir district on February 26.
Sharma's family moved to
Jammu in March and applied for
their registration as migrants.
Sunita had sought the inter-

vention of the LG in providing
them with a proper rehabilita-
tion package including accom-
modation, a job on compassion-
ate grounds and free education
for the orphaned children.

LG Inaugurates Sant Eshwer
Foundation Premise In Udhampur

Addresses Annual Day Celebration of Bhartiya

Observer News Service

UDHAMPUR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha inaugu-
rated Sant Eshwer Founda-
tion’s premise in Udhampur
and addressed the Annual Day
Celebration of Bhartiya Vidya
Mandir Vidyalaya, on Sunday.

The Lt Governor lauded the
Sant Eshwer Foundation for
its immense contribution in
the field of public service, and
providing quality education to
children from rural and mar-
ginalised community.

“Sant Eshwer Foundation,
established by Shri Khairati Lal
Khanna Ji, is caring for the poor
and needy people in improving
their livelihoods. Foundation
run Bhartiya Vidya Mandir at
Udhampur is empowering and
improving educational status
of Children of 20 villages,” said
the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor stressed
upon the teaching community
and the educational institu-
tions for adopting a future-ori-
ented, value-based and aspira-
tional education system.

Vidya Mandir Vidyalaya

“Education is the most power-
ful tool for social transformation.
It is important for our boys and
girls to develop, right from their
school years, scientific temper,
critical thinking, wisdom & val-
ues to enrich their personality,”
observed the Lt Governor.

“Quality education ensures
all-round development, eco-
nomic progress of family &
society. Education is the main
pillar of nation's development.
The efforts of Sant Eshwer
Foundation, their dedication &
commitment to selfless service
can show the way to prosper-
ity and contribute to economic
growth,” the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor also high-
lighted the key role of the Na-
tional Education Policy in pro-
viding a roadmap to establish
India as a knowledge economy.

Earlier, the Lt Governor in-
teracted with the students who
had displayed their models and
prototypes based on robotics. A
colorful cultural program was
also presented by the students
of the Bhartiya Vidya Mandir
Vidyalaya.

Why Centre Is Presenting
Pakistan As Lion Before

Us: Bukhari

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Apni Party president
Altaf Bukhari on Sunday reject-
ed the Army's statement that
Pakistan does not i
want a stable govern-
ment in Jammu and
Kashmir, saying why
the Centre is present-
ing the neighbouring
country which is in
deep crisis as a "lion
before us".

Bukhari, a former
minister, asked how can a
neighbouring country object to
the formation of government
in J-K as the decision has to be
taken by the election commis-
sion or Central government.

The Army on Saturday said
Pakistan neither wants peace
nor a stable government in
Jammu and Kashmir, even
more since the abolition of Ar-
ticle 370 in 2019.

Talking to reporters on the
sidelines of a public rally at
Mandi in the border district of
Poonch, Bukhari in his reaction
to the Army's statement said
he felt sad and surprised as
Pakistan is in deep crisis and is
hardly alive.

"Why are you presenting it
(Pakistan) as a lion before us?
We are not ready to accept it
(statement) from a govern-
ment with a powerful Prime
Minister and Home Minister.
The government is saying it has
a 56-inch chest," Bukhari said.

He said there is no role of any
of the neighbouring countries
in the holding of elections in
J&K. "The Centre owes an ex-
planation and should ensure
early assembly polls in Jammu
and Kashmir without making
any excuse."

"Tell us directly if you are not
willing to hold assembly elec-
tions and restore democracy in
J&K. It is not acceptable to us
that Pakistan does not want the
formation of a government in
J&K," the Apni Party leader said.

He alleged that the assem-

bly elections are being delayed
without justification in the
Union territory.

"Who will conduct elections

in J&K? As far as we know, the

elections are con-
ducted by the Elec-
tion Commission/
Government of India
and no other power
1| on this earth has any
_| right to interfere in
J&K," he said.

Bukhari said pan-
chayat elections are
no alternative to the assembly
polls. "If they (BJP) are satisfied
with panchayats, the Parlia-
ment should be turned into a
panchayat house as well."

Referring to the militant at-
tack in Poonch that left five sol-
diers dead on April 20, Bukhari
said his party is concerned over
the militant attack but request-
ed that the innocent people
should not be harassed.

However, those people who
provided any kind of support
to the militants should be han-
dled as per the law, he said.

He said his party will not
make any promise to the peo-
ple which it could not fulfill
after the formation of the next
government.

"We believe that the govern-
ment should always speak the
truth. We will not promise any-
thing which we could not do
later. We promised protection to
land and jobs for the local popu-
lation and we have done it," he
said, adding "we will ensure res-
toration of statehood as well".

He said the BJP has promised
a lot but has done very little on
the ground.

"Why is the BJP not going for
assembly elections? Those in
power are habitual of making
claims of development..they
have been talking about an ar-
tificial lake in Jammu for the
last four years but where is the
lake?" Meanwhile, dozens of
social and political activists led
by former Aquaf administrator
Raiz Atish joined the Apni Party.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Federation of
Chambers of Industries Kash-
mir (FCIK) has expressed con-
cern over non-compliance of
government orders by various
departments regarding pro-
curement of 25% of their total
annual procurement of goods
or services from Micro, Small
and Medium enterprises and
has urged for strict action
against violators of orders.

In a statement issued here,
theFCIKregretted thatagovern-
ment circular issued under No:

FCIK Urges For Action Against Violators Of Govt Orders

FD-Code/240/2022-02-1899
dated 24-02-2023 issued by Fi-
nance Department Codes Divi-
sion which makes it mandatory
upon all government depart-
ments and Public sector under-
takings to earmark and procure
minimum of 25% of the total
overall annual procurement of
goods or services from MSMEs
besides earmarking 3% from
within 25% target for earmark-
ing for micro and small enter-
prises owned by women, was
openly being flouted.

FCIK has informed that the
violation was mainly being

done by the engineering de-
partments under the garb of
“providing and fixing” affixed
to the nomenclature of any in-
dustrial product in their NITs
to convert its configuration to
a so called works contract. “In
some cases where the engi-
neering departments make it
open for both MSMEs and the
contractors, the work order is
grabbed by the later for hav-
ing quoted lesser rates than a
manufacturing unit”, said the
spokesman of FCIK, surprised
that “how was it possible that
a contractor who ought to

procure industrial goods from
a manufacturing unit before
their installation could win the
very contract from the same
manufacturing unit in a ten-
dering competition”.

FCIK has drawn attention of
the government towards use
of untested, unauthentic, low
quality and deviation in use
of material in many of these
works contracts. “Whereas
the power transformers, con-
ductors and other equipment
manufactured by local indus-
try were subjected to multiple
and rigorous testing before

delivery, such a process was
dormant in most of the works
contracts”, said FCIK, add-
ing that this paved way for
installation of untested and
substandard goods. It has also
been observed that many con-
tractors were using imported
deodar-resembling timber
against specified deodar specie
mentioned in the contracts, in-
formed FCIK.

“Such imported timber is
far less in cost than Deodar
which is sold only by the J&K
State Forest Corporation alone”
said FCIK, adding that “depart-

ments required to ascertain
in the first instance that how
could a contractor quote rates
below the average sale price
of JKSFC if he didn’t intend to
deviate from specifications
later”. FCIK had recentlytaken
up matter of use of Rajast-
hani Kota stone in place of lo-
cal devri stone tiles in “smart
city project” which amounted
to brazen deviation from the
specifications. All such qual-
ity issues could be taken care
of only when these industrial
goods were procured by indus-
trial units, claimed FCIK.

FCIK has urged upon all
Administrative departments
to monitor that their sub-
ordinate offices adhere to
the government instructions
regarding earmarking and
procurement of 25% of their
annual requirements from
MSMEs besides segregating
industrial goods from works
contracts. The Finance depart-
ment has already established
that a meager cost towards
installation of an industrial
product could not change its
nomenclature to a works con-
tract, informed FCIK.
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Press Trust of India

CHENNAIL: Punjab Kings beat
Chennai Super Kings by four
wickets in their Indian Premier
League match here on Sunday.

Electing to bat, Devon Con-
way smashed 16 fours and a six
during his 52-ball unbeaten 92,
before MS Dhoni (13 not out)
slammed two sixes off the last
two balls of the innings to take
CSK to 200 for 4.

Punjab Kings crossed the tar-
get on the last ball, reaching 201

for 6 in 20 overs. Opener Prab-
hsimran Singh top-scored for
PBKS with 42 off 24 balls while
Liam Livingstone made 40.

For CSK, Tushar Deshpande
(3/49) was the pick of the bowl-
ers while Ravindra Jadeja re-
turned figures of 2/32.

Chennai Super Kings: 200
for 4 in 20 overs (Devon Con-
way 92 not out; Rahul Chahar
1/35). Punjab Kings: 201 for 6
in 20 overs (Prabhsimran Singh
42, Liam Livingstone 40; Tushar
Deshpande 3/49).

Media Is Supporting Brij
Bhushan: Protesting Wrestlers

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The protesting
wrestlers on Sunday accused
the media of helping WFI chief
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh more
than the players, saying the
newspersons should not give
him the platform to speak. Ac-
cused of sexual harassment of
women wrestlers, the Wres-
tling Federation of India chief
has vowed to fight against the
charges and claimed that the
athletes' protest was politically
motivated.

The Delhi Police has filed two
FIRs, including one under the
POCSO act, against the BJP MP,
who has completed 12 years as
WEFI president and is ineligible
to become an office bearer again.

"The media is supporting Brij
Bhushan more than the players.
You see his criminal records.
Does any player, sitting here, or
players from other sports, have
criminal record?" Bajrang asked
during a media interaction.

The Tokyo Games bronze
medallist sought to convey the
message that it's more difficult
to win an Olympic medal than
becoming a Member of Parlia-
ment in this country.

"The players win medals for
the country, and he is question-
ing the medal winners. How
many people become MPs in
this country, and how many
people win Olympic medals. To
date, there are hardly 40 Olym-
pic medallists, and thousands
have become MPs," he said.

IPL:RCB Needs To
Deliver Against LSG

Press Trust of India

LUCKNOW: Royal Challengers
Bangalore will aim to shed the
over reliance on their celebrat-
ed top-order when they face a
belligerent Lucknow Super Gi-
ants in the IPL here on Monday.

RCB have struggled to main-
tain momentum provided by
Virat Kohli, Faf du Plessis and
Glenn Maxwell, who have
done all the scoring in the
eight games so far.

With most teams bunched
up closely in the standings, the
margin for errors has reduced
in the second half of the com-
petition. Kohli, du Plessis and
Maxwell can’t be expected to
do the job in every game and
it is high time the likes of Ma-
hipal Lomror, Shahbaz Ahmed
and Dinesh Karthik step up.

The fielding and catching
too needs to improve, some-
thing which was pointed by

Kohli himself after the loss to
KKR. The former India captain
will continue to lead the side
unless du Plessis, who has
been used as an 'Tmpact Play-
er', regains full fitness.

Mohammad Siraj has been
the stand out bowler for RCB
and he needs support from
the other fast bowlers. Harshal
Patel is tasked with bowling
the tough overs but he would
want to bring down his econo-
my rate from 9.94.

LSG, on the other hand,
head into the game after a
thumping victory against
Punjab Kings. The batting per-
formance against Punjab was
a testament to the firepower
they posses. No total is safe
when Kyle Mayers, Marcus
Stoinis and Nicholas Pooran
get going.

Skipper K L Rahul, however,
will be the feeling heat and
would want to make a state-

ment at LSG’s home ground.
The pitch in Lucknow has been
bit of a letdown and worked
against the strengths of the
home team.

Offered a batting beauty in
Mohali, LSG batters went on
the rampage but they have
struggled due to the slow na-
ture of the surface here. Rahul
and Co. would, however, be ex-
pected to put up a much better
show than what they managed
in their previous home game as
they failed to chase 136 from a
commanding position.

Spinners have enjoyed bowl-
ing in Lucknow with Ravi Bish-
noi shouldering the responsi-
bility alongside Amit Mishra.
Afghan pacer Naveen Ul Haq has
been tidy in the absence of Mark
Wood. Avesh Khan has conced-
ed close to 10 runs per over in
seven games and he would be
looking to change that.

Match starts 7.30 IST.

Man City Goes Top Of EPL

Agencies

LONDON: Erling Haaland scored
his 50th goal of the season as
Manchester City moved to the
top of the Premier League on
Sunday.

The prolific striker fired the
defending champions ahead
from the penalty spot after only
three minutes at Fulham. City
went on to win 2-1 at Craven
Cottage and moved one point
ahead of long-time league lead-
er Arsenal, with a game in hand.

Haaland’s goal saw him tie
Alan Shearer and Andy Cole’s

joint record of 34 goals in a Pre-
mier League campaign.

Both of those players reached
their totals in 42-game seasons,
while Haaland’s haul has come
in a still unfinished 38-game
campaign.

Haaland had already over-
taken Mohamed Salah’s record
of 32 goals in a 38-game season
with his strike in the 4-1 win
against Arsenal on Wednesday.

With City still having six more
games to play in the league this
season, the Norway interna-
tional looks likely to set a new
outright record.

Ronaldinho Launching Worldwide
Street Football League

Agencies

LOS ANGELES: Brazil great Ron-
aldinho is launching a world-
wide street football league to
give talented young players an
opportunity to showcase their
skills and follow the same path
to stardom as the former Barce-
lona player.

The Ronaldinho Global Street
League will begin in "late 2023,"
organizers said Saturday, and
will initially feature a social
media tryout process where
street football players of all ages
can upload their best skills and
tricks in a bid to join one of the

competition's teams.

Head-to-head matches and
skills competitions will be
staged in major cities across the
world and teams will compete
in a league for the title of "RGSL
Champions" and to become part
of what will be called the Ron-
aldinho Globe Street Team.

"We believe there is mas-
sive value in the space — and a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to support the players of the
future,” Ronaldinho said in an-
nouncing the venture.

There were no specifics about
the likely location of the events
or the precise start time.
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