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LG Unveils 576 Flats For PM 
Package Employees In Kashmir
Says 2000 More Residential Accommodations Will Be Completed By Dec-2023

LG Orders 
Campaign Against 
Power Theft
Jammu: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
on Wednesday ordered Power 
Development Department (PDD) 
to launch a campaign against 
power theft, saying that electricity 
theft should be tackled on priority 
as it is an important aspect to en-
sure energy security to all.

Chairing a meeting of PDD to 
review power situation during 
the upcoming summer months, 
today at Civil Secretariat here, 
Sinha also sought a detailed re-
port on the ongoing power sec-
tor projects and schemes, such as 
installation of pre-paid meters.

He directed the officers to anal-
yse all the issues such as man-
power augmentation & rationali-
sation to provide better power 
services to the people of J&K.

The LG directed the officers 
to strictly implement the deci-
sions taken in the earlier meet-
ings to meet any peak demand 
and proactive actions for robust 
power distribution & transmis-
sion systems.

Sinha also instructed to com-
plete the augmentation and up-
gradation work of Grid stations 
on a war footing.

He also launched the Real-
Time Data acquisition system 
(RT-DAS). The system would 
provide real-time access to per-
formance parameters pertaining 
to different feeders besides other 
benefits.

The meeting discussed the 
various aspects to meet the high 
electricity demand and a multi-
pronged strategy to ensure ad-
equate availability of power.

A PowerPoint presentation 
was given by More on P10

NIA Court Issues Warrants 
Against 23 Pak-Based Militants

NIA Searches Office 
Of Khurram Parvez

The NIA on Wednesday 
searched the office of 
an NGO linked to jailed 

activist Khurram Parvez 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Budgam district in connection 
with a militancy-funding case, 
officials said. Parvez is in 
prison More on P10

Aspirations Of 
Humanity Can Be 
Fulfilled Only In 
Peace: LG

Asserting that the aspirations of humanity can be fulfilled only in the conditions of peace, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha said on Wednesday that 'Ahimsa' deeply rooted in India’s 
civilization, is making the world realize the futility of conflict and utility of dialogue. Sinha made 

these remarks while addressing the National Conference on ‘India@G20’, at the Convention Centre here on 
Wednesday. The Conference was organized by IIM Jammu, IIT Jammu, AIIMS Jammu, in collaboration with 
Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DICCI) to deliberate upon priorities, prospects and way forward 
for creating an inclusive & sustainable society. “During India's G20 presidency, green,  More on P10

Observer News Service

Baramulla:  Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha said on 
Wednesday that his adminis-
tration understands the pain of 
Kashmiri migrant families, and 
as such are working with the 
right intent to complete the con-
struction of residential accom-
modations for them on priority.

“Government is sensitive to 
the issues of the Kashmiri mi-
grant families,” Sinha said, after 
inaugurating 576 residential 
accommodations for PM pack-
age employees at Baramulla, 
Bandipora, Ganderbal and 
Shopian districts.

“Today's inauguration is a 
testimony to our commitment 
to create adequate facilities for 
a future of prosperity & dignity 
of employees,” he said.

The administration, the LG 
said, has taken various initia-
tives to expedite the process of 
construction of housing units 
for PM Package employees and 
2000 more flats will be com-
pleted by December 2023.

The LG also highlighted the 
remarkable progress in various 
sectors including industries, 

empowerment of citizens and 
building a competitive econo-
my & inclusive society. He also 
spoke on progressive reforms 
introduced to boost infrastruc-
ture, employment generation 
and ease of living in the UT.

“Today, the domestic and for-
eign companies are willing to 
invest in J&K. More than 1.25 

lakh crore rupees worth high-
ways and tunnel projects are 
going on in the UT.  Increased 
flight operations in both Jammu 
& Srinagar airports, improved 
road and rail connectivity 
have brought J&K closer to the 
world,” he said.

He also shared the key initia-
tives taken to tap the growth 

potential of various priority 
sectors, extending handhold-
ing to budding entrepreneurs, 
creating large self-employment 
opportunities, and ensur-
ing fast track & transparent 
recruitments.

Earlier, the LG called upon 
people to come out in open and 
speak against the vested inter-
ests, which “spoiled the genera-
tions” and separated the broth-
ers from one another.

“Some vested interest spoiled 
the generations, More on P10

Snow Bike Impact On Gulmarg’s ESZs

NGT Asks J&K To 
Probe Matter, Take 
Remedial Action
Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The National 
Green Tribunal has direct-
ed the Jammu & Kashmir 
Administration to look into 
the matter and take remedi-
al action against use of snow 
bikes in and around the 
Gulmarg Wildlife Sanctuary 
and Eco Sensitive Zone.

The green panel was hear-
ing an application claiming 
that snow bikes use petrol 
which has a harmful impact 
on the ecology. The applicant 
has also claimed that the 
weight of the bikes impacts 
the soil and the vegetation 
underneath the snow and 
such activities also result in 

encroachments and loss of 
grasslands.

A bench of Chairperson 
Justice A K Goel said, “On 
due consideration but with-
out expressing any opinion 
on merits at this stage, we 
consider it appropriate to 
direct that the matter be 
looked into and such reme-
dial action taken in accor-
dance with law as found ap-
propriate by the ACS, Forest 
and Environment, J & K.”

The bench, also compris-
ing Judicial Member Justice 
Sudhir Agarwal and expert 
members A Senthil Vel and 
Afroz Ahmad, said the ap-
plicant may serve a set of 
papers on ACS, More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A special NIA court 
has issued non-bailable 
warrants against 23 mili-
tants operating from across 
the border after exfiltrating 
from their home district 
of Kishtwar in Jammu and 
Kashmir, a senior police of-
ficer said on Wednesday.

This was the second time 
that the More on P10

SOME VESTED 
INTEREST SPOILED 
THE GENERATIONS, 
separated your 
own brothers from 
you. Come forward 
and say that what 
had happened was 
wrong and now we 
won’t let it happen 
to anyone”

- LG Sinha
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform  the general public that I have lost my reg-
istration certificate of my vehicle scooty Activa bearing 
no.JK01AL.4827.Now I want to apply for its duplicate.if any-
body has any objection he/she may contact Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer Srinagar'within seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice.No objection shall be entertained 
thereafter.
 Zeeshan Hussain 
S/o  Gh Hussain Hajam nj
R/o HMT khushipora srinagar 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I have applied for the issuance of 6th pass  Certificate  From the 
office of the Govt Boys High School Padshahi Bagh Srinagar . 
If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the above mentioned school within a pe-
riod of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Shabir Ahmad Rather 
S/o Gh Mohd Rather  fko
R/o Natipora Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
I am holding Valid Driving License under No. 
JK-0120020018903 issued by RTO Kashmir. I 
have lost the aforementioned Driving License 
near Nigeen Bagh Srinagar on 24.04.2023, 
and despite several searches the said Driving 
License could not be traced out, the said 
driving license is not pending in any court or 
Police Station.
Rouf Ahmad Wani
S/o; Haji Ghulam Rasool Wani nj
R/o; Naseem Bagh, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 I am holding Valid Driving License under No. JK-0120020018903 issued by 

RTO Kashmir. I have lost the aforementioned Driving License near Nigeen Bagh 

Srinagar on 24.04.2023, and despite several searches the said Driving License 

could not be traced out, the said driving license is not pending in any court or 

Police Station. 

 
 

Rouf Ahmad Wani  
S/o; Haji Ghulam Rasool Wani  

R/o; Naseem Bagh, Srinagar 

FATEHA KHWANI 
Its with  deep sorrow and bereavement we inform the death 
of our beloved  mother  W/o late Aga Syed Naqi Shah of 
Munwarabad Srinagar. She left for heavenly abode  on 26th of 
April at 4.45 pm at her residence Baghi Mehmood , Baghbanpora,  
Lalbazar Srinagar after a brief illness.
The congregational Fateha khwani shall be held on Sunday 
30th of April at our ancestral Graveyard Munawarabad Srinagar 
at 7 am in the morning and thereafter at condolence service will 
continue at our residence Bagi Mehmood, Baghwanpora,Lal 
bazar, Srinagar.

BEREAVED
Syed Zaffar Iqbal and 

Syed Riyaz Ahmad (Sons)  

Computer Based Test (CBT), the Shorthand and Skill Test shall carry 20% weight-
age each; and 

 Whereas, based on the performance of the candidates in the 
Shorthand and Computer Based Written Test (CBT) in accordance with the notified 
criteria, the JK SSB, vide notification No. JKSSBCOE0EXAM (UT)/4/2023-04 (CC-
7107235) dated 12.01.2023, published result/score sheet of the candidates; and 

 Whereas, the JKSSB, vide Notice No. KSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/3/2023-04 
(CC-7107235) dated 18.01.2023, called upon candidates who had applied for 

Multiple Items/posts to indicate order of their preference (s) for all such posts to 
indicate their order of preferences through an online link provided on the official 
website of the Board w.e.f. 20.01.2023 to 23.01.2023 and were also called for 
Document Verification w.e.f. 24.01.2023 to 25.01.2023; and 

  Whereas, a Miscellaneous Application No.61/242/2023 titled 
Kawaldeep Singh Vs General Administration Department was filed before the Hon'ble 
CAT Jammu, by some applicants regarding the process of Selection to the posts of 
Junior Stenographers, which was heard and an interim direction was passed by the 
Tribunal, as under: 

“Selection and appointment to the posts of Junior 
Stenographer, Junior Scale Stenographer and Steno Typist 
pursuant to Advertisement (Annexure A-1) shall abide by the 
decision of this Tribunal.” 
 

 Whereas, the above interim direction does not debar from notifying 
Provisional Selection. Accordingly, the JKSSB vide Office Order No. 33–SSB of 2023 
dated 15.02.2023, constituted a Selection Committee to prepare the Provisional 
Selection for the aforementioned posts; and 

 Whereas, the Selection for 04 Posts (OM=02, SC=01 & RBA=01) of 
Personal Assistant, belonging to Department of Law, Justice & PA, Item No.154, UT 
Cadre, has not been considered on account of some clarification; and 

 Whereas, the above Selection Committee, while preparing the 
Provisional Selection List, has examined various aspects and applied reservation 
rules, except Horizontal Reservation, as no candidate belonging to the ESM/PwD 
Category qualified for the final result; and 

 Whereas, the Selection Committee prepared the Item-wise Provisional 
Selection List for 179 aforementioned posts in accordance with the merit 

          GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD 

CPO Chowk, Kacchi Chowni, Jammu/Zamzam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar 
(www.jkssb.nic.in) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Subject:  Provisional Selection List of the candidates for the posts of 

Junior Stenographer, Junior Scale Stenographer & Steno 
Typist, for UT Cadre, Divisional Cadres and various District 
Cadres, advertised vide Notification Nos 04, 05, 06 and 07 of 
2020 and 01, 02 and 03 of 2021. 

  
                                                Notification 

                                           
 Whereas, the J&K Services Selection Board (JKSSB) received various 

Indents from Departments for the posts of Junior Stenographer, Junior Scale 

Stenographer, Personal Assistant & Steno Typist, for UT Cadre, Divisional Cadres 
and various District Cadres for making direct recruitment; and  

  

  

 Whereas, the 16 departments, comprising of 49 Items, included a total 
number of 217 posts as per the above nomenclature, with the requisite qualification 

as under: 

1. Graduation from any recognized University having 
minimum speed of 65 and 35 words per minute in 
shorthand and type writing respectively. 
 

2. Six months certificate course in Computer Application from 
a recognized Institute. 
 

 Whereas, the category-wise breakup for these 217 posts belonging to 
various cadres/departments was as under: 

 

 

  

  

 Whereas, the JKSSB, vide Notification No. 04, 05 & 06 of 2020 dated 
16.12.2020, No.01 of 2021 dated.03.02.2021, No.02 of 2021 dated 26.03.2021 & 03 
of 2021 dated.04.06.2021, advertised these posts as per the category-wise breakup 
given herein above, under various Items, for seeking applications from the eligible 
candidates; and  

 Whereas, as per the method of recruitment notified for these posts, 
while 60% weight-age is earmarked to the performance of the candidates in the 

OM SC ST OSC ALC/IB RBA PSP EWS TOTAL 

117 24 15 3 5 39 4 10 217 

obtained/eligibility of the candidates and as per the rules in vogue. The remaining 
34 posts of various reserved categories belonging to different departments have 

remained unfilled for want of eligible candidates; and 

 Whereas, the Provisional Selection List prepared by the above-
mentioned Selection Committee was placed before the Board in its 223rd Meeting 
held on 17.04.2023, which, after deliberations, approved its notification. 

  Now, therefore, the Provisional Selection List of candidates selected for 
the posts of Junior Stenographer, Junior Scale Stenographer & Steno Typist, for UT 

Cadre, Divisional Cadres and various District Cadres, advertised vide Notification 
Nos. 04, 05, 06 and 07 of 2020 and 01, 02 and 03 of 2021, under various Items, is 
hereby notified as per the details forming Annexure- A to P to this Notification. It 
is further ordered that: 

(i) The Provisional Selection List shall be subject to outcome of writ 
petition(s), if any, pending in the court of law. 

 
(ii) The Provisional Selection List shall also be subject to the outcome of 

any pending enquiry, involving candidate(s), figuring in this Selection 
List. 

 
 In case any candidate/s is aggrieved with this Provisional Selection List, 

he/she may represent through the email address 
jkssbjrstenoselection2023@gmail.com within seven days from the date of its 
Notification, beyond which no representations shall be entertained. The e-mail in this 
regard shall necessarily include complete details of the candidate including Name, 
Address, Roll Number and Contact Number. 

 

  By Order.  
 

  (Sachin Jamwal) JKAS,  
Secretary, 

                             J&K Services Selection Board. 
 

No.JKSSB/23/2023-03(E 7164134)                                     
          Dated:26.04.2023 DIPK-751/23

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

ROYAL SPRINGS GOLF COURSE, SRINAGAR
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-NIT No.   06 of 2023-24 Dated      26 .04.2023

For and on behalf of the Secretary Royal Springs Golf Course, e-tenders are invited by Executive Engineer Royal Springs 
Golf Course Srinagar by e-tendering mode on item wise Percentage basis from approved and eligible Registered Con-
tractors /suppliers with J&K State UTI, PWD, CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Govt. for the following works:-
S No Name of work Adv. Cost

(Rs. In Lacs)
Earned Money 
(in Rs)

Cost of T/Doc Time of 
Completion

Class of Contract Major Head of 
Account

1 Change of uphol-
stery of Club Car 
seats and allied 
inputs  for G20 
Golf tournament 
at RSGC Srinagar

12.00 24000/=
in shape of CDR or 
FDR in favour of 
Executive Engineer 
RSGC

650/= Non Refund-
able in shape of Bank 
Challan in favour 
Secretary RSGC  or 
Bank Challan SB-
0229040100012341 
J&K Bank Brain 
Branch Nishat 
Srinagar  

10 Days Firms registered 
with GST in Me-
chanical Or  Electro 
mechanical Suppli-
ers / Contractors 

Plan    

Position of AA: Accorded  Position of TS: Obtained  Position of funds: Available 
Special conditions:-
I. No exemption is allowed and so all bidders must Upload Proof of EMD and Tender Processing Fee.
II. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any tender or all tenders without assigning any reason at any 
stage.
IV. Intending bidders shall upload scanned copies of documents of valid Registration card / PAN / GST regis-
tration. However successful bidder shall produce the original copies of same before issuance of contract. 
V. The successful Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of Cost of Contract pledged to Executive 
Engineer  as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR within 02 days before fixation of contract and shall be released 
after successful completion of DLP. .(Intending bidders shall upload scanned copies of documents of valid registration 
card with renewal of 2022-23 or 2023-24 /PAN/GST registration with latest renewal of march 2023 or 3rd Quarter (i.e 
October –Dec2023) .However successful bidders shall  produce the original copies of same before issuance of contract.
VI    The typographical error in the BOQ like Unit of item Quantity of item etc , if any found during e- NIT or after end date 
of NIT shall be rectified in the allotment as per the estimate . 
The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), 
Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from www.jktenders.gov.inas per 
schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice              26 .04.2023  4:00 PM 
2 Period of downloading of bidding docu-

ments
From     26 .04.2023 to      02 .05.2023   (4.00PM on 
wards ) 

3 Bid submission Start Date  26.04.2023 4:00 Pm on wards  
4 Bid Submission End Date  02-05.2023    upto 4.00 
5 Date & time of opening of Bids(Online) 02-05-2023  at  4.10 PM in the office of the Executive 

Engineer  RSGC Srinagar 
General Conditions:
1. The financial bid (BOQ) of only eligible, responsive bidders shall be opened on line on the date mentioned 
above in the office of Executive Engineer, Royal Springs Golf Course Srinagar. In case of any avoidable circumstances the 
tenders shall be opened on the next working day or any subsequent date convenient to the Authority.
2. The 1st lowest bidder (Successful) has to submit performance security @ 5% of the Contract Value in ad-
dition to EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer, Royal Springs Golf Course Srinagar drawn from 
nationalized/ Scheduled bank preferably J&K Bank which should reach to the office of Executive Engineer, Royal Springs 
Golf Course Srinagar within 05 days from the date of opening of on line bids. In case of failure the bid shall be treated 
as non responsive.
3. The department shall not be responsible for any technical error or delay in submission of on line bids due to 
any reason.
4. The department can modify the terms and conditions, specification of work if need arises before the dead 
line date of receipt of tenders.
5. The bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ .In no case they should attempt to create similar 
BOQ manually .The BOQ down loaded should be used for filling the item rate/ Percentage inclusive of all taxes and it 
should be saved with the same name as it contains.
6. The Contractor is bound to supply the material of best quality as per specifications. Any material found 
Substandard/ defective shall not be entertained and contractor is bound to replace it immediately at his own cost.
7. The date of start of work shall be reckoned with in one day  from the date of issue of LOI /allotment,
8. In case of delay in completion of the work beyond stipulated period of completion, penalty up to 10% of 
the allotted cost shall be imposed.
9. No advance payment shall be paid to the Service/ contractor. 
10. The contractor shall ensure execution of an agreement with the Department within 07 days from the date 
of issue of LOI/allotment.
11. All disputes and differences between the parties arising out any relating to the NIT, Letter of intent, Allot-
ment, work done bills and agreement to be signed between the Officer of RSGC and the contractor including interpreta-
tion of its terms and conditions shall be referable to Secretary, Royal Springs Golf Course Srinagar whose decision shall 
be final and binding upon all the parties
12. The bidders are advised to quote their rates in Percentage which includes Income tax, GST, Labour cess etc
13. The employer may terminate the contract if the contractor causes a breach of the contract.
14. The tender is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down in the NIT/ Agreement
15. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in PWD form-25 double /FC-31.
16. Any item found to be necessary execute on site not covered by allotment the same shall be paid on in vouge 
rate along allotted percentage.
17. The DLP shall be reckoned from the date of successful completion of work shall be upto the period of not 
less than six months.
18. No overhead/ Extra Charges or carriage of replaced spares shall be allowed to the service/ contract or his 
mechanics/ Trained Service Engineers/ Labours.
19. The replaced spares shall atleast perform satisfactory for a period of six months from the date of its re-
placement/ Maintenance.
20. Rates should be quoted in INR inclusive of all taxes / Charges/ FOR.
21. No escalation of rates shall be allowed whatsoever during the period of rate contract.
22. In case of the unsuccessful tenderer the CDR/ FDR shall be released after completion of the rate contract 
with successful tenderer.
23. The EMD in shape of CDR/ FDR with validity of not less than 24 months from any nationalized/ scheduled 
bank preferably J&K Bank pledged to Executive Engineer and should be uploaded on the portal with tender.

            Executive Engineer
                        Royal Springs Golf Course
                      Srinagar
No: RSGC/EE/2023-24/ 
DIPK-NB-398/23  Dated:     26 / 04 /2023

Study Sheds Light On Role Of 
Glucose In Brain Activity
Press Trust Of India

Researchers have shed light on 
how neurons, or nerve cells, con-
sume and metabolise glucose, as 
well as how these cells adapt to 
glucose shortages.

The researchers from Glad-
stone Institutes and UC San Fran-
cisco (UCSF), US, said that the new 
findings could lead to the discov-
ery of new therapeutic approaches 
for those diseases and contribute 
to a better understanding of how 
to keep the brain healthy as it ages.

"We already knew that the 
brain requires a lot of glucose, but 
it had been unclear how much 
neurons themselves rely on glu-
cose and what methods they use 
to break the sugar down," says Ken 
Nakamura, associate investigator 
at Gladstone and senior author of 
the study published in the journal 
Cell Reports.

Many foods we eat are broken 
down into glucose, which is stored 
in the liver and muscles, shuttled 
throughout the body, and metabo-
lized by cells to power the chemi-
cal reactions that keep us alive.

Scientists had proposed that 
glial cells, or cells found in the tis-
sue of the central nervous system, 
consume most of the glucose and 
then fuel neurons indirectly by 
passing them a metabolic product 

of glucose called lactate. However, 
the evidence to support this theory 
had been scant.

Nakamura's group provided 
more evidence in this regard by us-
ing induced pluripotent stem cells 
(iPS cells) to generate pure human 
neurons. This had been hard so far 
for scientists to generate cultures 
of neurons in the lab that do not 
also contain glial cells.

Then, the researchers mixed the 
neurons with a labelled form of glu-
cose that they could track, even as it 
was broken down. This experiment 

proved the ability of neurons to take 
up the glucose themselves and pro-
cess it into smaller metabolites.

Using CRISPR gene editing, the 
researchers removed two key pro-
teins from the neurons to investigate 
how they were using metabolised 
glucose products. While one of them 
enabled neurons to import glucose, 
the other was required for glycoly-
sis, the main pathway by which cells 
typically metabolise glucose.

They found that removing ei-
ther of these proteins stopped the 
breakdown of glucose in the iso-

lated human neurons.
"This is the most direct and 

clearest evidence yet that neurons 
are metabolising glucose through 
glycolysis and that they need this 
fuel to maintain normal energy 
levels," said Nakamura, who is also 
an associate professor in the De-
partment of neurology at UCSF.

The team next engineered mice's 
neurons, but not other brain cell 
types, to lack the proteins required 
for glucose import and glycolysis.

The mice were found to develop 
severe learning and memory prob-
lems as they aged, suggesting that 
neurons rely on glycolysis for for nor-
mal functioning, Nakamura explains.

"Interestingly, some of the 
deficits we saw in mice with im-
paired glycolysis varied between 
males and females," he added. 
"More research is needed to un-
derstand exactly why that is." 
The team also studied how the 
neurons adapted themselves in 
the absence of energy received 
through glycolysis - as might be 
the case in certain brain diseases.

They found that neurons used 
other energy sources, such as the 
related sugar molecule galactose. 
However, the researchers found 
that galactose was not as efficient a 
source of energy as glucose and that 
it could not fully compensate for the 
loss of glucose metabolism.

CAR SOLD
It is notified for the information of general public that I, Ms. Sabha 
Ashiq Hakim D/O Mr. Hakim  Ashiq Hussain R/O Baghwanpora Lal Ba-
zar Srinagar, J&K have sold out my Maruti 800 car  bearing Registra-
tion Number: JK01Q 3403, Chassis NO: MA3ECA12S02833022, Engine 
No:  F8BIN4395345 to Mr. John Mohd Bhat S/O Ghulam Mohd Bhat 
R/O Meerak Shah Colony  Hazratbal, Srinagar 190006, on 26-04-2023 
at 04:30 PM. The vehicle in question is free from all  encumbrances viz 
Challans, Accidents, Bank finance tribunals, Court/Police cases , theft 
&  anti-national activities upto 26-04-2023 and onwards from the said 
date and time, Mr. John  Mohd Bhat S/O Ghulam Mohd Bhat R/O Meerak 
Shah Colony Hazratbal Srinagar, 190006 shall 
himself be responsible for all the above conditions, acts, deeds and 
other things, whatsoever.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :17

ZUHR 12:29

ASR 5: 16

Magrib 7:15
ISHA 8: 42

•	 1296 - Battle of Dunbar: The Scots are defeated by 
Edward I of England.

•	 1518 Treaty of St Truiden: anti-French Trapdoors/
Bourgondisch covenant

•	  1522- Battle of La Bicocca: a combined French and 
Venetian was decisively defeated by a Spanish-
Imperial and Papal army

•	  1522 Battle at Bicacca: Charles I &amp; Pope Adrianus 
VI beat France

•	 1526- Mughal King Babur beats sultan of Delhi
•	 1650 - The Battle of Carbisdale: Royalist army under 

Marquess of Montrose invades mainland Scotland 
from Orkney; defeated by a Covenanter army.

•	 1662- Netherlands &amp; France sign military 
covenant

•	 1805 - US Marines attack shores of Tripoli
•	 1861- US President Abraham Lincoln suspends writ of 

habeas corpus (US Civil War)
•	 1863 - Battle of Streight&#39;s raid: Tuscumbia to 

Cedar Bluff, AL
•	 1865 - Steamboat &quot;SS Sultana&quot; explodes 

in the Mississippi River, killing up to
•	 1,800 of the 2,427 passengers in the greatest maritime 

disaster in United States history. Most were paroled 
Union POWs on their way home.

•	 1890- French troops under Capt Archinard occupy 
Oussebougou West Sudan

•	 1909- Sultan of Turkey Abdul Hamid II is overthrown
•	 1911 - Following the resignation and death of William 

P. Frye, a compromise is reached to rotate the office of 
President pro tempore (for the time being) of the

•	 United States Senate.
•	 1911- Indian passive resistance is suspended when Gen. 

J.C. Smuts enters into negotiations with Mahatma 
Gandhi.

•	 1915-Counterattack launched by Turkish forces under 
the command of Mustafa

•	 Kemal Atatürk against allied troops
•	  1941- German troops occupy Athens, Greece
•	 1942- Belgian Jews are forced to wear stars
•	 1943- Soviet Union breaks contact with Polish 

government exiled in London
•	  1945-Italian partisans capture Benito Mussolini at 

Dongo (Lake Como)
•	 1945- World War II: The Völkischer Beobachter, the 

newspaper of the Nazi Party, ceases publication.
•	 1946- 1st radar installed aboard a commercial ship
•	 1951- Mohammed Mossadeq chosen as premier of 

Persia
•	 1959- Liu Sjau-chi elected president of China 

People&#39;s Republic.
•	 1960- 1st atomic powered electric-drive submarine 

launched (Tullibee)
•	 1960- Togo (formerly French Togo) declares 

independence from French administration
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Gone Are The Days When We 
Would Be Dismissed: Farooq
Observer News Service

J
AMMU: Chief minister Dr. Farooq Abdullah today 
ridiculed threats of dismissing his government saying 
the National Conference was governing the state with 
massive support of the people who were the real fountain 

of power.
Nobody can; dismiss us, gone are such days, Dr. Abdullah 

declared at a largely attended rally organised to felicitate the 
newly elected member to Rajya Sabha, Mirza Abdul Rashid at 
Zanana Park here this afternoon.

Without naming Mufti Sayed's People's Democratic Party, 
the chief minister said some parties were roaming in villages 
saying that their stand on holding talks with militants has been 
vindicated. Truth is that decision of releasing Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders was taken after consultations between the state and 
central governments''. He said he was not against holding talks 
with anybody provided these are held within the constitution.

 (Kashmir Observer, 27 April, 2000)

A woman on Boulevard Road in Dal Lake, covers her kid under umbrella as rains lash 
parts of the valley including Srinagar on Wednesday, KO Photo Abid Bhat

 

 

 

 

 

LAST DATE EXTENDED   
ADMISSION NOTIFICATION CUET PG 2023-24  

It is for the information of all the concerned aspirants that the last date for 
submission of online admission forms for Common University Entrance Test 
(CUET-PG) 2023-24 to be conducted through NTA has been extended as per the 
given schedule: 
Activities Date 

Last date for submission of online 
Application Form  

05 May 2023 (Up to 09:50 P.M.)  

Last date for payment of fee online  05 May 2023 (Up to 11:50 P.M.)  

Correction in particulars of online 
Application Form  

06 May to 08 May 2023 

Details of eligibility, guidelines for online submission of forms and other 
instructions are available on the website(s): www.nta.ac.in/, 
www.cukashmir.ac.in/, https://cuet.nta.nic.in/  
No.CUKmr/Acad/CUET-23/910/23          Sd/- 
Dated: 24.04.2023    Dean Academics Affairs 
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Ganderbal
Address: Mini Secretariat Ganderbal TelNo. 0194-2416058

Subject :- Improvement/Upgradation of Arhama Inner links at Wudder Arhama, incl. Molvi Mohalla, Kasana Mohalla, 
Rehmat Shah Mohalla, Ghulam Gul Mohalla b.w.o macadamisation under C&T (Machine Mix laid with Mechnically).

Reference:-This Office NIT No.09 S. No.13 of 2023-24 issued under endorsement
No.567-72  Dt.20-04-2023

    The above mentioned NIT floated for tenders, issued under endorsement No. referred to above shall be deemed to have 
been cancelled ab-initio.

No:752-60 
DIPK-794/23  Dated:-26-04-2023          Sd/-
 Executive Engineer,

(R&B)Division Ganderbal

UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer,

 Construction Division

FRESH NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 

For and on behalf of University of Kashmir, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on (Per-
centage basis %age) from the Original Equipment manufacturers of Lifts or their authorized dealers 
registered with Govt. of J&K/ other union territories and CPWD, Railways and other State/Central 
Governments for the following work:-

S. 
No

Name of Work Est. Cost (Rs. 
In Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc 
in shape of 
E-Challan (in 
Rs.)

Earnest Money 
in Rs.

Time and Date 
for Submission 
of E-Tender.

Date & Time of 
Opening of Bid

1. Supplying, Installing, Testing, 
and Commissioning of G+3 
Elevator (Lift) an allied works 
for 4-Storeyed Research 
Hostel at Zakura Campus.

28.20Lacs  Rs.1,100/-  Rs.56,400/- 28-04-2023 to 
08-05-2023 
(6.00 PM)

       09-05-2023 
(11.30 AM)

The bid forms and other details can be downloaded from the website www.kashmiruniversity.net / 
www.jktenders.gov.in. 

Executive Engineer

NIT No: - F(E.Tend)(UCD)/KU/15/23     
DIPK-NB-380/23  DATED: 26/04/23.

Will Act Tough Against Creepy Stunt 
Biking, Rash Driving: SSP Traffic
Cautions Parents Against Purchasing Expensive Bikes For Minors   

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Traffic city, Syed Mu-
zaffar Shah said the efforts to curb 
rash driving and stunt riding are be-
ing ramped up in Srinagar and else-
where and those found involved will 
face action.

The SSP said crackdown against 
stunt riding will be stepped up and 
that the offenders, who put other 
lives in danger in addition to their 
own, will be taken to task.

He claimed that reports about 
youngsters engaging in dangerous 
maneuvers on city streets without 
protective headgear are pouring in 

from several areas of the city.  
“Drive against stunt riding and 

other traffic violations by youngsters 
continues in Srinagar and we will 
be stepping up the drive to curb this 
nuisance that poses a threat to pedes-
trians.  Such acts won’t be tolerated,” 
SSP Traffic told Kashmir Observer.

He cautioned parents against 
buying a two-wheeler for their minor 
children and urged them to keep a 
close eye on their wards so as to save 
their lives and the lives of others.

The SSP Traffic said that 48 stunt 
bikers who were identified via social 
media have so far been detained, 
while 300 more have been identified, 
who will be detained shortly. He said 
the two-wheelers used for creepy 

stunts have also been seized.
He said the traffic police author-

ities need cooperation from parents 
and the general public to curb the 
menace of high-speed stunt biking in 
the summer capital.

“To end the menace of stunt rid-
ing in the summer capital, we need the 
help of the general public and parents. 
Since their children are endanger-
ing their lives by performing creepy 
stunts, parents have a far more signifi-
cant role to play in this direction. Who 
better could advise the kids than their 
own parents,” he added.

SSP Traffic claimed that parents 
usually sway into emotions and pur-
chase expensive bikes for their kids with-
out thinking about the repercussions.    

Div Com Conducts Late 
Night Visit Of SSCL 
Projects In Srinagar
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Divisional Com-
missioner, Kashmir, Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri conducted 
late night site visit & inspec-
tion of Srinagar Smart City 
Ltd (SSCL) developmental 
projects regarding upgra-
dation of Footpaths, con-
struction of Cycle tracks, 
macadamization of roads in 
preparation of G20 Summit.

He was accompanied by 
CEO SSCL, Chief Engineer 
R&B, Chief Engineer Smart 
City, Police Officers and other 
concerned officers of SSCL.

During the visit, he took 
stock of beautification, up-
gradation and redevelopment 
work at Nishat, SKICC, Gup-
kar Junction, Residency Road, 
Polo View and MA Road.

He emphasized on em-
ploying concerted efforts by 

engineering wings of SSCL 
& R & R & R&B to mobilize 
entire available machinery 
& labor to complete the on-
going projects at a double 
quick pace.

While elaborating the na-
ture of exigency of work, he 
urged concern for gainful dis-
play of results by consuming 
minimum time and execut-
ing the work with enhanced 
capacity & efficiency.

He cautioned for linger-
ing the work and urged for 
rapid action on the develop-
mental front.

Div Com advised them 
to seize the opportunity and 
present the beautiful & pic-
turesque view of the City.

During the inspection, 
he was briefed by CEO SSCL 
regarding site wise physical 
status and was assured that 
finishing touches will be giv-

Parimpora Harassment Case

RTO Kashmir Suspends, Cancels 
Registrations Of 2 More Vehicles
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The transport au-
thority on Wednesday or-
dered the suspension and 
cancellation of two more Reg-
istration Certificates (RCs) of 
the “vehicles” used in alleged 
harassment of a family.

The case pertains to the 
allegations of a family from 
the Srinagar outskirts that 
a group of boys riding two-
wheelers manhandled them.

The office of the Regional 
Transport Officer (RTO) Kash-
mir, by exercising powers un-
der Section 54 of the MVA, 1988, 
issued two separate orders, 
calling for the suspension of the 
registration certificate of the 
vehicle number JK01AS-1158 
with immediate effect and can-
cellation of the RC of the vehicle 

number JK01AR-1634 for a peri-
od of one year.

Meanwhile, the RTO 
Kashmir, in a separate order, 
exercised powers under Sec-
tion 180 of MVA, 1988, and 
imposed a penalty of Rs 5,000 
upon Mehraj Din Ganaie, pres-
ent owner and possessor of the 
vehicle used in “offence”, for 
causing and permitting his ve-
hicle to be driven by a person 
who did not possess a valid 
driving licence.

The order states that 
“Hial Mehraj is complicit in 
the offence and has acted irre-
sponsibly, not only allowing 
his vehicle No: JK01AS-1158 
to be used in contravention 
of the provisions of this MV 
A, 1988, but also allowing his 
son Mr Hazik Mehraj, a juve-
nile to drive his vehicle”.

Khomeini Chowk Residents Decry 
Dilapidated Road, Poor Drainage
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Locals of Hyderia 
Colony, Khumani Chowk 
in Bemina area of Srinagar 
have expressed strong resent-
ment against the district ad-
ministration, especially the 
R&B Department and SMC, 
for the dilapidated condition 
of a road stretch at Bemina 
Khumani Chowk to Hyderia 
Colony Sector 10.

Aggrieved residents said 
the road is dotted with deep 
potholes and has not been re-
paired for long. They alleged 
that the Roads & Buildings 
(R&B) department and Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC) are least bothered 
about their sufferings.

“It is an important link 
road which unfortunately 

has been overlooked by the 
successive governments and 
nobody seems to be taking our 
issues seriously,” they said.

They also alleged that every 
year lakhs of rupees are released 
for construction and mainte-
nance of the roads but the road 
stretch from Bemina Khumani 
Chowk to Hyderia Colony Sector 
10 has been always ignored by 
the authorities concerned.

“We apprised the R&B 
Department as well as SMC 
a number of times regarding 
our genuine demands but all in 
vain as the concerned depart-
ment failed to repair the road,” 
Sajid Abbasi, a local said, add-
ing, “The road stretch is giv-
ing nightmarish experience to 
us and transporters, especially 
during the rainy season, as it 
has been totally tattered.”

DC Srinagar Holds Public Grievance Redressal 
Camp In Check-Sangri Khonmoh

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Continuing efforts of the 
Administration to reach out to the 
common masses living in the rural 
and far-flung areas of the District to 
address their grievances, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Mo-
hammad Aijaz Asad Wednesday un-
dertook an extensive tour of Check 
Sangri area in Khonmoh Block of 

the District and held a Grievance Re-
dressal Camp under Weekly Block 
Diwas programme.

Besides, DDC member, Manzoor 
Ahmad, the Grievance Redressal 
Camp was attended by representa-
tives of Panchayat Raj Institutions 
and large gathering of people of 
the area who projected their griev-
ances and issues before the Deputy 
Commissioner including macad-

amization of Check Sangri road, 
infrastructure upgradation of High 
School Sangri and Middle School 
Sekinar, development of play-
ground, augmentation of water sup-
ply, deployment of Teaching Staff for 
Boys Middle School,  upgradation of 
Health facilities, enhancement in  
the quota of IAY cases, expansion 
of mobile network connectivity  and 
other issues.
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10 Cops, Driver Killed By 
Maoists In Blast In Dantewada

Delhi Waqf Board Can Only Be Custodian, 
Not Owner Of Properties: Centre To Court

India Was World's 4th 
Largest Defence Spender In 
2022, Says Report

Man Tries To Get Refund 
For Cancelled Tickets, Ends 
Up Losing ₹4.8 Lakh Online

Iran Court Orders US, 
Obama To Pay $313m For 
‘Terrorist’ Attacks

Air India Pilot, Entire Crew 
Grounded For Allowing 
Friend Into Cockpit

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Nearly two months after an Air India 
pilot allowed a female friend into the cockpit during 
a Dubai-Delhi flight, aviation watchdog DGCA has 
directed the airline to deroster the entire crew till 
investigations are complete, according to a senior 
official.

A cabin crew member of the flight had filed a com-
plaint with the Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) about the pilot allowing a female friend into 
the cockpit. The incident happened on February 27.

On the condition of anonymity, the official at the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said 
though prima-facie, the cabin crew seems to have 
no role in the incident, the entire crew of the flight 
has been derostered pending investigations.

There is an allegation, which is being inves-
tigated and the principle of natural justice will 
apply, and the pilot concerned will also be given 
an opportunity to present his case, the official said 
on Wednesday.

The official also said the pilot will remain 
grounded till a final decision in the matter is taken 
by the regulator.

While there was no immediate comment from Air 
India on the latest development, the airline, on April 
21, said it had taken serious note of the reported 
incident and that investigations were underway.

Unauthorised people are not allowed to enter the 
cockpit and any such entry could be in violation of 
norms.

Singapore Executes Indian-Origin 
Man For Cannabis Trafficking

Press Trust of India

DANTEWADA: Ten police 
personnel and a driver were 
killed after Naxals blew up 
the vehicle in which they 
were traveling in Chhattis-
garh's Dantewada district on 
Wednesday, police said.

This was the biggest strike 
by the Maoists on the security 
forces in the state in the last 
two years.

The blast, carried out using 
an Improvised Explosive De-
vice (IED), took place under 
Aranpur police station area 
around 1 pm when a team of 
the state police's District Re-
serve Guard (DRG) was out on 
an anti-Naxal operation, In-
spector General of Police (Ba-
star Range) Sundarraj P said.

DRG personnel are mostly 
recruited from the local tribal 
population and trained to 
combat Maoists.

The area where the blast 
took place is around 450 km 
from state capital Raipur.

TV visuals from a local news 
channel showed a huge crater, 
almost 10-feet deep, splitting 
the road at the site. The vehi-

cle was completely destroyed 
in the attack while bodies 
covered with plastic sheets 
were also seen in the video.

The security personnel had 
set out from Dantewada dis-
trict headquarters after get-
ting information about the 
presence of Maoists belong-
ing to the Darbha division in 
the area, the IGP said.

When they were returning 
in a mini-goods van, Naxals 
blew it up between Aranpur 
and Sameli villages, he said.

Ten DRG jawans and the 
civilian driver of the vehicle 
were killed on the spot, the 
official added. Reinforcement 
was rushed to the spot and 
the bodies of the deceased 
were being evacuated, he said.

Security personnel have 
launched a search operation 
in the area, he said.

Expressing grief over the 
incident, Chief Minister Bh-
upesh Baghel said the fight 
against Naxalism was in its 
last phase, and the Naxals will 
not be spared under any cir-
cumstances.

“We will work in a coordi-
nated way and eliminate Nax-

alism,” he added.
Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah spoke to Baghel follow-
ing the incident.

“Anguished by the cowardly 
attack on the Chhattisgarh po-
lice at Dantewada. Have spo-
ken to Chhattisgarh's Chief 
Minister and assured all pos-
sible assistance to the state 
government. My condolences 
to the bereaved family mem-
bers of the martyred Jawans,” 
Shah tweeted.

In the past, numerous at-
tacks have taken place on the 
security forces in the Bastar 
region of Chhattisgarh, com-
prising seven districts in-
cluding Dantewada, between 
March and June.

During these summer 
months the Maoists carry out 
their `Tactical Counter Offen-
sive Campaign'.

In the last major incident, 
22 security personnel were 
killed on April 3, 2021, in an 
ambush along the border of 
Sukma and Bijapur districts.

Seventeen security person-
nel were killed in a Naxal am-
bush in the Minpa area of Suk-
ma district on March 21, 2020.

Agencies

NEW DELHI: While opposing 
the petition of the Delhi Waqf 
Board against the 123 claimed 
properties, the Central Gov-
ernment in a filed affidavit in 
Delhi High Court said that the 
Delhi Waqf Board is not and 
cannot be an owner of a given 
property and at best it can be 
the custodian of the property if 
it is a waqf property.

Earlier an affidavit has been 
filed before the court of Jus-
tice Manoj Kumar Ohri in a 
petition of the Delhi Waqf 
Board challenging the order 
to inspect 123 properties.

Central Government in its 
affidavit also said that the Peti-
tioner (Delhi Waqf Board) nor 
anyone else can have an objec-
tion to any inspection which 

would even otherwise be per-
missible under the Waqf Act 
and which in any case would 
clarify the factual position 
obtained on the ground in re-
spect of such properties.

It also submitted that 
merely because certain prop-
erties were given on lease 
to various persons, does not 
ipso-facto mean that the said 
properties are converted into 
Waqf properties.

The Delhi Waqf Board is a 
creation of a statute i.e. The 
Waqf Act, 1954. This being 
the position, the Petitioner in 
any case does not either have 
the locus or the competence 
to raise any question what-
soever on the acquisition of 
properties that took place 
way back in 1911 to 1914, the 
affidavit submitted.

The central government 
was represented by Additional 
Solicitor General Chetan Shar-
ma and Central government 
Standing Counsel Kirtiman 
Singh. They had submitted 
that the government order 
only speaks about the physical 
inspection of the properties.

Senior advocate Rahul 
Mehra had argued that the 
possession of the properties 
has been with the board. The 
board has been contesting the 
matter for the last 100 years 
and the decision of the gov-
ernment is blatantly illegal.

He sought a status quo in 
the matter till the next date 
of hearing. He also opposed 
the contention of the govern-
ment counsels that the board 
has not shown any interest in 
the properties.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India was the 
world's fourth largest mili-
tary spender in 2022, with 
its defence spending increas-
ing by around six percent as 
compared to 2021, a report by 
Swedish think tank Stockholm 
International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI) said.

The military expenditure re-
port said around 23 percent of 
the total spending by India was 
towards funding equipment 
and infrastructure, including 
that along the China border 
where tension continues. How-
ever, a major part of the spend-
ing was on expenditures like 
salaries and pensions.

With military expenditure 
of USD 81.4 billion (one bil-
lion=100 crore), India's spend-
ing was up by six per cent from 
2021 and by 47 per cent as 
compared 2013.

"The increase in India's 
spending shows the effects of 
its border tensions with China 
and Pakistan," the report re-
leased on Monday said.

Expenditure on capital out-
lays, which funds equipment 
upgrades for the armed forces 
and to the military infrastruc-
ture along its disputed border 
with China, amounted to 23 

per cent of the total military 
spending in 2022 Personnel 
expenses like salaries and pen-
sions remained the largest ex-
penditure category in the Indi-
an military budget, accounting 
for around half of all military 
spending.

The United States, account-
ing for 39 per cent of the world 
military spending in 2022, was 
the top spender, followed by 
China (13 per cent), Russia (3.9 
per cent), India (3.6 per cent) 
and Saudi Arabia (3.3 per cent).

Together, these five countries 
accounted for 63 per cent of to-
tal global military spending in 
2022. The 15 largest spenders in 
2022 together accounted for 82 
per cent of the world military 
expenditure of USD 1,842 billion.

Total global military expen-
diture increased by 3.7 per cent 
in real terms in 2022, to reach a 
new high of USD 2,240 billion. 
Military expenditure in Europe 
saw its steepest year-on-year 
increase in at least 30 years.

The largest spenders in 2022 
-- the United States, China and 
Russia -- accounted for 56 per 
cent of the world total.

In 2021, India's military spend-
ing of USD 76.6 billion ranked 
third highest in the world. It was 
fifth largest military spender in the 
world in 2016 at USD 55.9 billion.

Press Trust of India

MAHARASHTRA: A man from 
Maharashtra's Thane city lost 
nearly ₹5 lakh in cyber fraud 
after he relied on the results of 
a Google search to seek refunds 
for his cancelled trip to an Afri-
can nation, an official said today.

In his police complaint, the 
man said that he had booked 
return tickets to Kenya's capi-
tal Nairobi as he and his friend 
wanted to visit the city of Mom-
basa. The tickets were booked 
for April 29 and May 05 and he 
paid ₹1.46 lakh for them.

However, the complainant's 
plans changed and he decided 
to cancel the tickets and seek 
refunds, said the official. He 
filled out a form for refund on 
the website of the airline on 
April 11.

When the complainant could 
not get through to the airline's 
helpline, he ran a Google search 
and got what he thought to be 
the contact number of the air-
line, said the official.

He dialled the number and 
was told that the airline's tech-
nical team would get in touch 
with him and facilitate the re-

fund, the official said.
A man then spoke to the 

complainant and said he was 
eligible for a refund of ₹1.28 
lakh. He asked the complain-
ant to download an app, got 
complete access to his phone 
and stole ₹4.8 lakh from his ac-
counts, said the official.

On the basis of the man's 
complaint, the Chitalsar police 
on Tuesday registered a case 
under the IT Act. A probe is on, 
said the official, adding that no 
arrest has been made yet.

Member Of Assembly 
Of Experts Assassinated 
In Northern Iran

Agencies

A member of Iran’s influ-
ential clerical body has 
been assassinated in an 

armed attack in the country’s 
northern province of Mazan-
daran.

Ayatollah Abbasali Solei-
mani, a member of the Assem-
bly of Experts and also a former 
representative of Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei in the 
southeastern Iranian province 
of Sistan and Baluchistan, died 
in hospital on Wednesday after 
being shot at a bank in the city 
of Babolsar, Mehr news agency 
reported.

General Governor of Mazan-
daran Province, Seyyed Mah-

moud Hosseinipour, told the 
state-run Islamic Republic of 
Iran News Network (IRINN) 
television news channel that 
an investigation is underway to 
find out the circumstances sur-
rounding the deadly incident 
and the motive behind the as-
sassination.

The Assembly of Experts 
elects and oversees the activi-
ties of the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution and is in a position 
of authority to either appoint 
or dismiss the Leader.

Members are directly elect-
ed to office by the people for 
an eight-year term. The body 
holds biannual meetings to re-
view major national issues and 
every other year to appoint a 
new chairman.

Agencies

TEHRAN: An Iranian court has 
ruled the United States govern-
ment and a number of individ-
uals and entities, including for-
mer President Barack Obama, 
must pay compensation for 
2017 attacks carried out by the 
armed group ISIL (ISIS).

The court in the capital is-
sued the verdict on Wednesday 
based on complaints by fami-
lies of three people killed and 
six wounded during the June 
2017 attacks in Tehran, accord-
ing to the official news website 
of the judiciary.

The building of the Iranian 
parliament and the mauso-
leum of the founder of Iran’s 
current establishment, Ruhol-
lah Khomeini, were targeted 
during the daylight assault that 
killed 17 people in total.

The court ruled $9.95m 
needs to be paid to compen-
sate for financial damages 
while $104m and $199m are 
for moral and punitive damag-
es, respectively, with the total 
nearing $313m.

Those convicted in the case 
include the US government, 
Obama, former President 
George W Bush, Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM), and its 
former commander Tommy 
Franks, the Central Intelligence 
Agency, the Treasury Depart-
ment, weapons manufacturer 
Lockheed Martin, and Ameri-
can Airlines Group.

None of the named entities 
or individuals is believed to 
hold any assets under Iranian 
control that could be seized, 
and the court did not say how 
the compensation order would 
be carried out.

As to why the US is being 
blamed for the attacks, the 
website cited comments by 
American officials about the 
“fundamental” role played by 
the US in “organising and guid-
ing terrorist groups”, news and 
information published by US 
media, and books and speeches 
by US officials discussing “the 
CIA’s role in creating terrorist 
groups”, including ISIL.

The judiciary also acknowl-
edged the ruling comes as a re-
sponse to numerous orders by US 
courts over the years that have 
blamed Iran for “terrorist” as-
saults, and ordered compensation 
paid from seized Iranian assets.

“As this marks a violation of 
the immunity of the Iranian 
government, Iranian courts 
have also judged a variety of 
cases against the US govern-
ment and officials, and have 
issued legal decisions and will 
continue to do so,” it said.

Syrian, Turkish Presidents 
Could Meet In May: Turkish FM

Agencies

Turkish Foreign Minister Mev-
lut Cavusoglu announced 
that a summit between Syr-

ian President Bashar al-Assad and 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan could take place as early 
as next month in May, according to 
TV100.

However, the foreign minister 
also specifically mentioned that it 
was a “proposal” during the inter-
view with the TV channel and that 
if it were to take place, the presi-
dents of Iran and Russia would join 
the summit ahead of the Turkish 
elections. The Turkish minister said 
that work is ongoing and that the 
exact date has not been finalized.

Cavusoglu gave the interview on 
Tuesday, 25 April, ahead of the four-
way meeting between the defense 
ministers and intelligence chiefs of 
Russia, Iran, Syria, and Turkiye.

Nevertheless, Cavusoglu made 
similar claims earlier this month, 
which were denied by the Syrian 
government as long as its condi-
tions of a complete Turkish with-
drawal from Syrian territory are 
not met.

The Turkish foreign minister also 
reiterated his country’s position to 
continue its “counter-terrorism” op-
erations in northern Iraq and Syria, 

according to a report published by 
the Daily Sabah on 25 April.

“Turkiye’s exit from the region 
would create a power vacuum that 
terrorists would rush to fill,” Cavuso-
glu claimed during the TV interview.

In addition, on 6 December, 
Orhan Miroglu, the head of the 
Justice and Development Party, 
reported that Damascus turned 
down Ankara’s proposal to set up 
a meeting between Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad and Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
Al-Mayadeen reported.

Syria has accused Turkiye of 
backing terrorism by supporting 
several extremist armed militias 
and launching repeated military 
incursions into northern Syria 
since the start of the war in 2011.

Syria and Turkiye held their first 
high-level bilateral meeting since 
the start of the Syrian war in 2011. 
The meeting took place in Moscow 
on 28 December, 2022. The sum-
mit was brokered by the Russian 
government, which brought the 
two sides together to find a peace-
ful solution to the conflict.

At the time, Turkish Defense 
Minister Hulusi Akar and Intelli-
gence Chief Hakan Fidan met with 
Syrian Defense Minister Ali Mah-
moud Abbas and intelligence chief 
Hossam Luke.

Press Trust of India

SINGAPORE: Singapore 
on Wednesday executed a 
46-year-old Indian-origin drug 
trafficker, ignoring pleas for 
clemency from his family, hu-
man rights activists and the 
United Nations.

Tangaraju Suppiah was 
hanged at dawn in Changi 
Prison, a day after his 11th-
hour appeal was rejected by a 
court here.

He was convicted in October 
2018 by a High Court judge of 
a capital charge of abetting an 
accomplice by conspiring to 
traffic cannabis. This was by 
delivering about 1kg of can-
nabis to himself, an offence 
under the Misuse of Drugs Act.

The Singaporean of Indian 
origin was detained in 2014 for 
drug consumption and failure 
to report for a drug test.

A statement by the Singa-
pore Prison Service said that 
Tangaraju “had his capital 
sentence carried out today at 
Changi Prison Complex”.

Tangaraju’s sister Leelavathy 
Suppiah said the family had 
received a death certificate. It 
was Singapore’s first execution 

in six months.
Tangaraju’s case had drawn 

support from British billion-
aire Richard Branson and the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights.

The spokesperson for the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Ravina Shamdasani, on 
Tuesday, urged the Singapore 
government to “urgently re-
consider this (Tangaraju’s) exe-
cution and to take steps to fully 
respect the most fundamental 
of human rights - the right to 
life.” Branson had claimed in a 
blog post that Tangaraju’s con-
viction did not meet standards 
and that “Singapore may be 
about to kill an innocent man”.

Singapore’s Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) said on 
Tuesday that Branson’s views 
regarding a Singaporean on 
death row showed “disre-
spect” for the country’s judges 
and criminal justice system.

Anti-death penalty activ-
ist Kirsten Han tweeted on 
Wednesday, “Tangaraju was 
hanged in Changi Prison this 
morning.” She added that his 
family was given the death 
certificate.

“The family said they weren’t 

going to give up on him un-
til right to the end,” Han was 
quoted as saying by the BBC.

“They still have a lot of un-
resolved questions about his 
case and the evidence against 
him. It has been such a har-
rowing experience for them,” 
the activist said.

Statements were also issued 
by the Delegation of the Euro-
pean Union to Singapore and 
Australian MP Graham Perrett.

The EU statement, jointly 
issued on Monday with the 
diplomatic missions of EU 
member states, Norway and 
Switzerland in Singapore, 
called on authorities to halt 
Tangaraju’s execution and 
commute his sentence to a 
non-capital sentence.

Perrett had expressed his 
views in a Facebook post last 
Thursday, saying he was “con-
cerned that the planned ex-
ecution of Tangaraju violates 
international law standards”, 
Channel News Asia reported.

A court in Singapore dis-
missed an application by Tan-
garaju on Tuesday to have his 
case reviewed and for his ex-
ecution to be stayed, according 
to the report.
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Militants At Large As Search Ops Enter Day 6
Man Detained For ‘Sheltering, Supporting’ Attackers

School Edu Dept Notifies ‘Conditional’ 
Process For ATD-2023

Fire Damages 7 Shops, 
Houses In Handwara

Agencies

SRINAGAR: At least seven 
shops and a residential house 
were gutted in a massive fire 
incident in Qalamabad village 
in Handwara area of North 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district.

News agency GNS reported 
that a fire broke out in a residen-
tial house this afternoon. The rag-
ing flames soon after spread to a 
shopping complex in proximity 
near Jamia Masjid Qalamabad.

Responding to the exigency, 
Handwara Police, Army’s 30 RR 
and locals swung into action to 
douse off the flames. After hours 
of strenuous efforts, the blaze 
was controlled but not before it 
gutted at least seven shops and 
a double-storeyed residential 
house. Among the gutted shops 
included four of merchandise 
(Kiryana), two of hardware and 
one of a tailor. The residential 
house and the shopping com-
plex are said to belong to one 
Ghulam Ahmad Najar.

The fire also caused minor 

damage to the attic portion of 
the Jamia Masjid Qalamabad.

Two civilians and a cop during 
the rescue operation suffered 
contusions and were adminis-
tered with first aid at the site.

Chairman Jamia Masjid Qa-
lamabad, Abdul Ghani Reshi 
while extending his gratitude 
to Handwara Police and local 
administration alongside Ar-
my’s 30 RR said that the timely 
action from them prevented 
the fire from spreading further. 
The mosque head however cas-
tigated the local unit of F&ES 
Department for failing to act on 
time, which according to him 
led to escalation of the blaze.

“We are highly thankful to 
Handwara Police, the local ad-
ministration alongside Army’s 30 
RR for their timely help and pre-
venting the spread of fire”, he said 
adding “We however are highly 
agonized by the pathetic approach 
of the local F&ES Department unit 
which despite at a stone’s throw 
distance failed to perform its duty 
as otherwise expected.”

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: In a significant devel-
opment in the Poonch ambush 
probe, a man detained by se-
curity forces has told them he 
“sheltered” the militants for 
two months and provided them 
support for the April 20 attack, 
sources claimed on Wednesday, 
as the operation to track down 
the ultras entered day six.

Army Commander Lt Gen Up-
endra Dwivedi visited the twin 
border districts of Rajouri and 
Poonch and took stock of the 
ongoing operation, the officials 
said, adding he asked the troops 
to be relentless in their pursuit.

Five Army personnel were 
killed, and another was seri-
ously injured after their vehicle 
was attacked by militants in 
Poonch last Thursday. A mas-
sive search and cordon opera-
tion was launched after the at-
tack and it has now spread to 12 
areas across the twin districts 
of Poonch and Rajouri.

A total of 60 people have been 
detained so far, with sources 
claiming one of them — named 
Nasir — allegedly told the investi-
gators that he sheltered the mili-
tants at his house for more than 
two months and provided them 
logistic and material support.

Some of the detainees were let 
off after questioning, they said.

Special forces are also engaged 
in the search operation, the 
sources said, adding the agen-
cies are backed by drones, sniffer 
dogs and metal detectors.

A large spread of forest areas, 
deep gorges, natural caves and 
dense growths have been searched 
and the operation is now covering 
other places, they said.

Meanwhile, a balloon from 
across the border was noticed in 
Jhalas area of Poonch, they said.

Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi took 
stock of the search operation 
which entered its sixth day 
on Wednesday. “He interacted 
with the troops deployed in re-
mote areas and exhorted them 

to be innovative and relentless 
in their pursuit,” the northern 
command tweeted.

This was the second visit of 
the army commander to the 
border districts within five days.

Earlier on April 22, Lt Gen 
Dwivedi had visited the at-
tack site at Bhata Dhurian, a 
notorious infiltration route for 
militants from across the Line 
of Control because of its topog-
raphy, dense forest cover and 
natural caves.

Sources had earlier said sev-
en to eight militants spread in 

two groups are believed to have 
engineered the attack.

According to initial investi-
gation, the militants report-
edly hid themselves in a cul-
vert on the road from where 
they launched the attack on the 
truck which was carrying fruits, 
vegetables and other items to 
Sangiote village from the Bhim-
ber Gali camp for Iftar to be or-
ganised by the Rashtriya Rifles.

Over 50 bullet marks were 
spotted on the vehicle that 
shows intensity of the firing by 
militants, the sources said.

The troops involved in the 
operation are exercising ut-
most caution as the militants 
may have planted improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) in the 
densely forested area with deep 
gorges and caves, they added.

The slain soldiers were from 
a Rashtriya Rifles unit deployed 
for counter-terror operations.

Experts from various agen-
cies including the National 
Security Guard (NSG) and the 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) have visited the site of the 
attack, the officials said.

They said a sniper is believed 
to have targeted the vehicle from 
the front before his associates 
showered bullets and lobbed 
grenades on the vehicle from op-
posite sides, apparently giving 
the troops no time to retaliate.

“The terrorists used steel core 
bullets that can penetrate an ar-
moured shield,” they said add-
ing, “Before fleeing, the terror-
ists stole the soldiers’ arms and 
ammunition.”

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The School Education De-
partment Wednesday notified ‘con-
ditional’ process for Annual Transfer 
Drive 2023.

The School Education Department 
said this while issuing the notifica-
tion for transfer of Teachers, Masters, 
lecturers, Principals, Headmasters, 
ZEO's and equivalents of the depart-
ment through online mode.

Stating the conditions to apply for 
the transfers, the department said 
that the employees having a mature 
stay of three years and above in Zone-
I, II and III as per transfer policy-2023 
shall have to compulsorily apply on-
line in prescribed application format.

“Employees having a mature stay 
of two year and above in Zone-IV 
and one year and above in Zone-V 
shall also apply and the employees 
who are willing to continue or serve 
in Zone-III, IV and V can submit their 
willingness to continue despite hav-
ing a mature stay,” it reads.

The official said that the academic 
staff like Principals, Lecturers, Head-
masters, Masters, and Teachers work-
ing in JKSCERT and associated DIETs, 
JKBOSE , Samagra Shiksha and de-
ployed in various offices of the De-
partment and other Departments as 
well, having mature stay shall also 
compulsorily apply.

It also said that the employees seek-
ing transfer on medical grounds as 
specified in the transfer policy-2023 
can also apply with documentary 
proof, irrespective of their tenure.

“Employees seeking transfer on 
marriage grounds shall also apply 
along with documentary proof as pre-

scribed in transfer policy- 2023 and 
the employees seeking transfer on 
security grounds shall also apply with 
documentary proof that is recom-
mendations received from the Special 
DG CID,” reads the communiqué.

It also states that the lecturers, 
masters and GLT's working in surplus 
category—other than those who are 
working on SSA posts shall also apply 
irrespective of their tenure. “Employ-
ees appointed under SRO-202 and 
having completed five years tenure 
on the post against which they have 
been appointed shall also apply.”

The communiqué further states 
that ANOs having mature stay and 
handling NCC assignments shall also 
apply and can be adjusted against the 
post having same duties/responsibili-
ties of NCC, as far as practicable.

It said that the female employees 
may not opt for Zone-V, if not willing.

The official communiqué further 
reads, “Eligible employees not apply-
ing for transfer despite having a ma-
ture stay shall be transferred by the 
Department anywhere as per the re-
quirement of the Department.”

It also said that the Teachers-Grade-
II, III, RReTs and 3rd grade teachers 
shall not apply and their applications 
shall not be entertained on the portal.

The department said that the pref-
erences for posting shall be that an 
employee who is working in Zone-I 
shall opt for Zone- II, III, IV and V. An 
employee who is working in Zone-II 
shall opt for Zone- I, III, IV and V. An 
employee who is working in Zone-III 
shall opt for Zone-I, II, IV and V. An 
employee who is working in Zone-IV 
shall opt for Zone- I, II, III and V. An 
employee who is working in Zone-V 

shall opt for Zone- I, II, III and IV.
“Female Employees working in 

Zone-III, IV and V can also apply with-
in the same zone,” it reads.

The department also said that the 
submission of applications other than 
online mode shall not be entertained 
in any case.

“Employees who are serving in 
Zone-IV, will preferably be given post-
ing in Zone-I, II and III and those em-
ployees who are serving in Zone-V, will 
preferably be given posting in Zone-I 
and II to the extent possible,” it reads.

It said that the decision regarding 
acceptance or rejection of transfer 
requests shall depend on maximum 
stay period, availability of vacancy, 
performance of the official Viz school 
result and administrative measures.

“Submission of wrong, false or 
fabricated information shall lead to 
rejection of candidature and action 
under provisions of Jammu and Kash-
mir Civil Services Regulations will be 
initiated,” reads the communiqué.

The submission of online repre-
sentation will begin from April-27 to 
May-11 and the process of transfer re-
quest will start from May-12 to May-
26 and the completion of transfer 
process will be by May-27 to June15

Pertinently, Zone-I falls within mu-
nicipal limit of district headquarter, 
Zone-II outside municipal limit upto 
20km from district headquarter, Zone-
III beyond 20km to 40Kms from district 
headquarter, Zone-IV beyond 40kms 
and above from district headquarter and 
also where change of residence is re-
quired. In addition, those schools where 
there is no motorable road and walking 
distance from the nearest motorable 
road is 7 KMs or more one way—(KNO)

Badal Was A Tall Leader, His 
Demise Is Huge Jolt: Dr Farooq

EC Should Come 
Clear On J&K 
Assembly Polls: PC

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir Peoples 
Conference (JKPC) on Wednesday said the Elec-
tion Commission should come clear on the issue 
of holding assembly polls in the Union Territory.

JKPC vice president and media head Basharat 
Bukhari asked if the situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir is conducive for conducting panchay-
at polls later this year and parliamentary elec-
tions next year, then why not hold assembly 
elections.

Referring to an interview of Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) PK Pole to a 
Jammu-based local daily, Bukhari said the CEO 
talked about panchayat and urban local body 
elections as well as parliamentary polls, but did 
not mention anything about assembly elections.

"Whatever he (Pole) said, was it on the di-
rections of the EC (Election Commission)? 
When the CEO says something, we understand 
that the EC has given its nod to that. When he 
talked about parliamentary elections, why not 
about the assembly polls," the JKPC leader said 
at a press conference.

He said the people of the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir have a right to ask wheth-
er the EC has decided that it will not hold as-
sembly elections.

"Earlier, the EC said the polls depend on 
weather and situation. The weather has im-
proved now. Is the situation conducive for 
polls, this obviously, the government will tell 
them. The home minister (Amit Shah) has said 
the ministry will submit a report on the situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir whenever the EC 
asks it to. Shah also said the situation has im-
proved in Jammu and Kashmir and it is better 
now," Bukhari said.

He said if the EC has sought a report from 
the home ministry over the conduct of elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir, then "we should 
know what was the response of the govern-
ment as the issue pertains to us". "If the EC has 
not asked for the report yet, then why has it 
not?" he asked.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Parkash Singh Badal 
was a leader who worked for 
the country and fought for the 
truth, and his passing away is a 
huge jolt, National Conference 
(NC) president Farooq Abdullah 
said here on Wednesday.

The Shiromani Akali Dal 
patriarch, who straddled the 
politics of Punjab over seven 
decades and was chief minister 
five times, died on Tuesday. He 
was 95.

"The news about Badal's de-
mise is very unfortunate. He 
was a tall leader in India. In 
fact, I will say that there was no 
leader like him. No one can for-
get the sacrifices he made for 
the country," Farooq Abdullah 
told PTI.

He said there is no leader in 
the country who is not paying 
tributes to Badal as "he worked 
(for the people) and treated ev-
eryone equally, irrespective of 
religion, language".

"He (Badal) worked for the 
country. Today, we have re-
ceived a huge jolt as a tall lead-
er has left us when the country 
is passing through a difficult 
period," the NC leader said.

The Lok Sabha member from 
Srinagar said the biggest trib-
ute to the Shiromani Akali Dal 
patriarch is to follow his foot-
steps.

"Those of us who are alive, 
should together think about 
how to make this country 
stronger, increase brother-
hood, and follow the footprints 
of Badal ji, so that we can take 
the country forward. This will 
be the biggest tribute to him. 

He gave many sacrifices for 
the country. He fought for the 
country, he fought for truth," 
the NC president said.

Farooq Abdullah's son and NC 
vice president Omar Abdullah 
said Badal was one of the great 
leaders of independent India.

"I join my father in condol-
ing the death of Sardar Prakash 
Singh Badal Sb. Badal Sb was 
the tallest leader of Punjab and 
one of the great leaders of inde-
pendent India. Both my grand-
father and father had a very 
close association with him. 
His passing is truly the end of 
an era and he leaves behind a 
void that will be impossible to 
fill. May his soul rest in peace," 
Omar Abdullah tweeted.

Democratic Progressive 
Azad Party chief Ghulam Nabi 
Azad also expressed grief over 
Badal's demise.

"Heartfelt condolences on the 
passing away of Shri Parkash 
Singh Badal Sahib. Contribution 
of Badal Sahib to Punjab and In-
dia through long years of public 
service will be always remem-
bered!" Azad said in a tweet.

The Jammu and Kashmir All 
Parties Sikh Coordination Com-
mittee said Badal's demise is a 
setback since he was always con-
cerned about the community.



A 
smartphone and a finger 
click are all you need to 
create a virtual domino 
effect. After all, a click 

has no legs to stand on. A single 
click leads to another. And thereby 
our fingers are conditioned to share 
without care. And soon it becomes 
our second nature.

As per the American Journal of 
Sociology, a rumour is a tall-tale of 
explanations of events circulating 
from person to person and pertain-
ing to an object, event, or issue in 
public concern.

One must remember that ru-
mours are lies and a lie is no match 
for the truth. Irrespective of the 
quantum of rumour, the extent of 
its spread and the ubiquity of its 
existence, a lie can never attain the 
status of truth. Beyond doubt is the 
supremacy of truth over falsehood, 
heresy and tell-tales. In the words 
of Martin Ugwu, “A rumour thrives 
in the palace of uncertainty but 
dies in the corridors of truth.”

Be it religious, be it ethical; be 
it scientific, be it humanistic; be it 
empirical, be it observational- from 
every single point of view, the act of 
sharing unconfirmed and unauthen-
tic information is ugly and devastat-
ing. It is damaging and destroying. 
It is devouring and endangering. It 
is putting calm at risk and order in 
jeopardy. It deserves contempt and 
condemnation to say the least.

To add to the existing woes of 
epidemics, we have the scare of in-
fodemics. Besides the danger of a 
pathogen, we have the derringer of 
misinformation. While some do it 
purposely, to some, it is recreation. 
While some do it out of intention; to 
some, it is like invention.

Isolating and sifting rumours 
from facts can be painful and 
daunting, but it is necessary. The 
English humorist, Terry Pratchett 

wrote in Feet of Clay, “Rumour is 
information distilled so finely that 
it can filter through anything. It 
does not need doors and windows, 
sometimes it does not need people. 
It can exist free and wild, running 
from ear to ear without ever touch-
ing lips.”

The luring and tempting entice of 
rumour-mongering and easy access to 
doing it has resulted in its widespread 
and prevalence. William Shakespeare 
in Henry IV part 2 wrote:

“Rumour is a pipe
Blown by surmises, jealousies, con-
jectures
And of so easy and so plain a stop
That the blunt monster with un-
counted heads,
The still-discordant wavering mul-
titude,
Can play upon it.”

Rumours cannot and must not 
be justified. Call it “improvised 

news” or “stories of perceived 
importance that lack substantial 
evidence”, a rumour is not less 
harmful than a tumour that has 
the potential of enlargement and 
growth, the possibility of being car-
cinogenic and the danger of wreak-
ing havoc and rampage. Rumours 
travel and have speeds that thrill 
but kill. In his novel, “the Chalk 
Man”, the British author, C. J. Tu-
dor wrote, “Rumors are like germs. 
They spread and multiply almost 
in a breath and before you know it, 
everyone is contaminated.”

History is witness to a plethora 
of concocted, fabricated, made-up, 
misquoted and spun tidings that 
culminated into substantial losses 
or beyond-repair ramifications. 
And our recent local history bears 
witness to several mistakes we have 
already committed. The rumour of 
the death of children by polio vac-
cine in 2016 and other numerous 
under-researched published arti-

cles in newspapers are just the tip 
of the iceberg. It shows the ugly and 
deteriorating face of our society. 
The Indonesian writer, the author 
of Master of Stupidity, Tobago Beta 
writes in Betelgeuse Incident, “If 
humour and rumour are needed 
more than faith and truth, then it 
tells me something about the kind 
of world we live today.”

The potential danger of a ru-
mour may be hard to gauge. It may 
not look ugly and dreadful at the 
start. But it can debase a person or 
give rise to myths besides making 
one believe a widespread falsehood 
or reject an unpopular truth.  In the 
words of Wiss Auguste, “There’s 
nothing more poisonous to a commu-
nity than rumours and gossip. They 
taint the good character of those who 
effortlessly stand out. They provide 
mediocre individuals with a means 
to become relevant. They set in like 
gangrene and eat away at the sense 
of decency that differentiates hu-
mans from animals.”

The importance of being cir-
cumspect and meticulous vis-à-vis 
passing on to others the informa-
tion we receive is hard to overes-
timate. It is the responsibility of 
one and all to inspect, investigate 
and scrutinize what one hears and 
shares. It is advisable to remember 
the words of Ziad Abdelnour, “Ru-
mors are carried by haters, spread 
by fools, and accepted by idiots.”

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer. The 

article was originally published by 
Telegraph India 

 
The author is a senior journalist 
who writes on foreign policy and 

international relations

...

...

6Srinagar | Thursday | 27-04-2023

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of  Kashmir Observer LLP  |   Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd  120-Electronic Complex, Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam
Published from:  5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K   |  Editor: Sajjad Haider   |  RNI Registration No: 69503/98   |    Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16  |   Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja   

Switchboard: (0194) 2502327  | +91 1947969705  |   Editorial: (0194) 2502327   | Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

Bollywood Boosts 
Tourism

I
n recent years, Bollywood has once again re-
turned to Kashmir Valley, once a hub for Indian 
cinema before the unrest in the 1990s. The return 
of the megastar Shah Rukh Khan and his crew to 

the Valley, this time  for the shooting of his upcoming 
film Dunki, directed by Rajkumar Hirani, has once 
again testified to the prevailing normalcy in Kash-
mir.  It has not only excited fans but also given hope 
to the booming local tourism industry. 

It is not just the return of Bollywood that sym-
bolizes a transformed Kashmir, but also the increas-
ing number of tourists flocking to the valley. The 
recently concluded tulip festival attracted over 3.75 
lakh tourists, while Gulmarg saw over 2 lakh tour-
ists during winters. Last year, J&K witnessed over 
26.7 lakh tourist arrivals, the highest in the last 
three decades.

The increasing number of tourists will generate 
employment opportunities and boost the local econo-
my, which was hit hard during the successive COVID 
lockdowns of the past four years. Union Minister for 
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari's recent visit 
to inspect the ongoing work on the Zojila tunnel in 
Sonmarg, which will connect Ladakh to Kashmir and 
in turn to the rest of the country throughout the year, 
reflects the ongoing development in the union terri-
tory. The tunnel has further raised hopes of increased 
tourism and employment opportunities.

However, this newfound hope and optimism 
should not be taken for granted. The government 
and local authorities must ensure that the infrastruc-
ture, security, and amenities are in place to cater to 
the increasing number of tourists. The recent visit 
of Ranvir Singh and Alia Bhatt, who shot for Karan 
Johar’s film Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani, shows 
that Kashmir is once again becoming the sought-after 
destination for Bollywood.

It is heartening to see this happening again. The 
valley has always been a paradise on earth, and with 
the reopening of one cinema  and increased tourist 
arrivals, the omens look good for the future.  Let us 
hope that this positive momentum continues, and 
Kashmir becomes a beacon of hope and prosperity 
for its people.

The  G20 Tourism Working Group meeting in 
Srinagar, India, is also a significant occasion for 
the region. This event will provide an opportunity 
to showcase the potential of Jammu and Kashmir as 
a tourism destination not only for India but for the 
world. The G20 meeting is expected to bring economic 
gains to the region by boosting tourism. It also has 
the potential to establish the area as a reliable invest-
ment location. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Rescue service

A
s India’s “Operation Kaveri”, launched to evacuate 
Indians stuck inside war-torn Sudan is underway, 
the government is making the most of a 72-hour 
ceasefire window to bring out about 3,000 civil-

ians. The operation, which involves the Indian Air Force 
and the Indian Navy, is being coordinated by the Ministry 
of External Affairs. Given the heavy fighting in Khartoum 
between forces loyal to the head of the ruling council, Gen-
eral Abdel-Fattah al-Burhan, who also heads the Sudanese 
Armed Forces, and his former deputy, Gen. Mohammed 
“Hemeti” Hamdan Dagalo of the paramilitary group, RSF, 
most civilians are being brought by road to Port Sudan, a 
perilous journey, to be evacuated by air and sea. India has 
been coordinating efforts with other countries that have the 
most civilians and resources in Sudan, including the U.S., 
the U.K., the UAE and Saudi Arabia, on logistics, timing the 
evacuation operations, and even using Saudi and French 
planes. En route to the Caribbean for a scheduled visit, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar also met with the UN 
Secretary General in New York to seek help. It is clear that 
military personnel, officials and diplomats will have a diffi-
cult few days ahead given that even humanitarian workers 
and ambulances have been attacked. They have no doubt 
been assisted by the cumulative experience of similar op-
erations over the decades, beginning with the largest such 
single civilian evacuation during the Gulf war, in 1991.

The Sudan evacuation brings once more into focus the 
particular challenges that India faces in any conflict. With 
about 14 million non-resident Indians and more than seven 
million tourists and travellers each year, there is practically 
no conflict today that does not affect an Indian citizen. Given 
that many work in the most dangerous environments — ex-
amples being students in Ukraine, nurses in Iraq or Yemen, or 
labourers in Libya, Syria and Lebanon — the responsibility of 
the government to help those without the means to return to 
safety is greater. As a result, a standard operating procedure, 
and even possibly a special force to deal with such crises — as 
recommended by the Parliamentary Standing Committee for 
External Affairs, in 2022 — must be considered by the govern-
ment. It is also essential that such crises be devoid of political 
grand-standing or finger-pointing, and that unseemly public 
spats over the evacuation, or unnecessary controversies over 
garnering domestic political mileage be avoided. India is ad-
mired for its reputation and ability to harness all its resources 
in rescuing every single citizen in any corner of the world, ev-
ery time they are in need. That reputation must remain intact.

The Hindu

Thursday  | 27-04-2023

T
he world is progressing at 
a rapid pace, and this pro-
gression is exerting a lot 
of pressure on natural re-

sources. The resources are limited, 
but demand has been increased to all 
time higher. The nations are facing 
many challenges including climate 
change, extinction of natural flora 
and fauna, acute crisis of fresh water 
etc. Tremendous population growth 

has put stress on water and sanita-
tion system. One of the major issues 
of present days is the management of 
wastewater being generated from do-
mestic, hospital, industries, and agri-
cultural sectors. Discharge of waste-
water into rivers, seas, and oceans 
harms the aquatic environment in 
many ways such as acidification, 
nutrient enrichment, high level of 
growth, oxygen depletion and many 

others. This has lead to the extinction 
of rich flora and fauna of aquatic sys-
tems and also has indirect impact on 
human health by means of bio-mag-
nifications. Over the years, technolo-
gies have developed and many ad-
vanced methods have been emerged 
which are more efficient, cheap and 
eco-friendly in treating wastewater. 
Methods like Removal of dye-based 
recalcitrant from aqueous matrices 

using radical driven Advanced Oxi-
dation/Reduction Processes, mem-
brane based separation technique, a 
combined solvent extraction and ion 
exchange process and a number of 
other advanced biological means has 
to be employed at various levels of 
wastewater treatment.

Vijaykumar HK 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES
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decided to deviate from
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‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Waste Water Treatment Has to be Modernised 

Weakest Brick
India could lead nations looking to 

avoid having to pick between superpowers

The Legalised 
Crime of Sharing

Firdous Ahmad Mala 

B
razil is back,” declared 
the country’s president, 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Sil-
va, during a recent visit 

to China. Lula — as he is widely 
known — spelled out what he 
meant. “The time when Brazil was 
absent from major world decisions 
is in the past,” in an apparent ref-
erence to his predecessor, Jair 
Bolsonaro, whose maverick rule 
saw the Western hemisphere’s 
second-largest democracy drift 
away from its traditional partners 
in the Global South.

Even Lula’s critics will agree 
that Brazil’s international pro-
file rose during his two previous 
terms. Barack Obama once de-
scribed him as the world’s most 
popular politician. Possibly no 
single entity captures Lula’s leg-
acy better than the Brazil-Russia-
India-China-South Africa group-
ing that he was instrumental in 
co-founding. Yet if Brazil under 
Bolsonaro was often viewed as 
the weakest link in the group by 
geopolitical pundits, Lula’s com-
ments — made at the anointment 
of his ally, Dilma Rousseff, as 
president of the BRICS Bank in 
Shanghai — served to underscore 
how times have changed.

Today, it is increasingly hard 
to escape the sense that India is 
the weakest brick in the forma-
tion that for the past two decades 
has promised to offer an alterna-
tive economic and political pole to 
the West. While China has always 
been the most dominant player in 
the bloc since its formation, its in-
fluence within BRICS was moder-
ated by the strong, historical part-

nership between India and Russia 
and the warm ties that India and 
Brazil enjoyed during Lula’s ear-
lier stint in power.

In 2023, those equations look 
very different.

China and Russia are tied 
closer at the hip than at any other 
point in modern history, with the 
war in Ukraine leaving Moscow 
particularly reliant on Beijing 
for political and economic cover. 
South Africa has long backed Chi-
nese positions within BRICS — its 
economy depends too heavily on 
Beijing, its largest trade partner 
by far. And a series of missteps 
has left India vulnerable to the 
prospect of losing Lula too.

Lula’s January 1 inaugura-
tion was attended by a galaxy 
of Latin American and global 
dignitaries. The Narendra Modi 
government, however, did not 
depute any senior politician to at-
tend the ceremony. It is unclear 
whether that was an oversight or 
a conscious decision. Either way, 
it added to a sense that the rela-
tionship between India and Brazil 
today lacks the punch it once had. 
It can’t have helped that Modi 
hosted Bolsonaro — a man who 
has repeatedly tried to undermine 
Brazil’s democratic institutions 
— as chief guest for Republic Day 
in 2020. The poor diplomatic deci-
sion hasn’t aged well, with pro-
Bolsonaro rioters trying to stage 
an insurrection against Lula’s 
elected government in January.

Brazil and South Africa ap-
pear willing to take bolder posi-
tions on New Delhi's extended 
neighbourhood than India itself. 

Lula allowed Iranian ships to 
dock in Brazil in February despite 
pressure from the United States of 
America to drop that plan. South 
Africa has repeatedly pointed out 
Western hypocrisy in enabling 
Israel’s illegal occupation of Pal-
estinian lands while challenging 
Russia’s equally illegal invasion 
of Ukraine. By contrast, India 
has sacrificed ties with Iran and 
Palestine statehood at the altar 
of stronger relations with the US 
and Israel. You can’t be a credible 
voice of the Global South — as 
the Narendra Modi government 
insists India is — if you are un-
willing or unable to speak for it 
except when convenient.

None of this is to suggest that 
India should align itself with Rus-
sia and China. On the contrary, 
this is about India’s ability to nav-
igate a world that is desperately 
trying to avoid getting caught in 
the mounting tensions between 
Washington and Beijing. That 
sentiment, and the rising fears of 
a cold or hot conflict between the 
US and China, are visible across 
Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
in parts of Europe too.

India could lead nations 
looking to avoid having to pick 
between superpowers. But for 
that, it needs credibility in 
the Global South. It won’t gain 
that by losing influence within 
groups like BRICS.

The author is a 
senior journalist who writes 

on foreign policy and 
international relations

Charu Sudan Kasturi   
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A
s public concern about the ethical 
and social implications of artifi-
cial intelligence keeps growing, it 
might seem like it’s time to slow 

down. But inside tech companies them-
selves, the sentiment is quite the opposite. 
As Big Tech’s AI race heats up, it would be 
an “absolutely fatal error in this moment to 
worry about things that can be fixed later,” 
a Microsoft executive wrote in an internal 
email about generative AI, as The New York 
Times reported.

In other words, it’s time to “move fast and 
break things,” to quote Mark Zuckerberg’s 
old motto. Of course, when you break things, 
you might have to fix them later – at a cost.

In software development, the term “tech-
nical debt” refers to the implied cost of mak-
ing future fixes as a consequence of choosing 
faster, less careful solutions now. Rushing 
to market can mean releasing software that 
isn’t ready, knowing that once it does hit the 
market, you’ll find out what the bugs are and 
can hopefully fix them then.

However, negative news stories about 
generative AI tend not to be about these 
kinds of bugs. Instead, much of the concern 
is about AI systems amplifying harmful 
biases and stereotypes and students using 
AI deceptively. We hear about privacy con-
cerns, people being fooled by misinforma-
tion, labor exploitation and fears about 
how quickly human jobs may be replaced, 
to name a few. These problems are not soft-
ware glitches. Realizing that a technology 
reinforces oppression or bias is very differ-
ent from learning that a button on a website 
doesn’t work.

As a technology ethics educator and re-
searcher, I have thought a lot about these 
kinds of “bugs.” What’s accruing here is not 
just technical debt, but ethical debt. Just as 
technical debt can result from limited test-
ing during the development process, ethical 
debt results from not considering possible 
negative consequences or societal harms. 
And with ethical debt in particular, the peo-
ple who incur it are rarely the people who 
pay for it in the end.

Off to the races
As soon as OpenAI’s ChatGPT was re-

leased in November 2022, the starter pistol 
for today’s AI race, I imagined the debt led-
ger starting to fill.

Within months, Google and Microsoft 
released their own generative AI programs, 
which seemed rushed to market in an ef-
fort to keep up. Google’s stock prices fell 

when its chatbot Bard confidently supplied 
a wrong answer during the company’s own 
demo. One might expect Microsoft to be 
particularly cautious when it comes to chat-
bots, considering Tay, its Twitter-based bot 
that was almost immediately shut down in 
2016 after spouting misogynist and white su-
premacist talking points. Yet early conver-
sations with the AI-powered Bing left some 
users unsettled, and it has repeated known 
misinformation.

When the social debt of these rushed re-
leases comes due, I expect that we will hear 
mention of unintended or unanticipated 
consequences. After all, even with ethical 

guidelines in place, it’s not as if OpenAI, 
Microsoft or Google can see the future. How 
can someone know what societal problems 
might emerge before the technology is even 
fully developed?

The root of this dilemma is uncertainty, 
which is a common side effect of many tech-
nological revolutions, but magnified in the 
case of artificial intelligence. After all, part 
of the point of AI is that its actions are not 
known in advance. AI may not be designed 
to produce negative consequences, but it is 
designed to produce the unforeseen.

However, it is disingenuous to suggest 
that technologists cannot accurately specu-
late about what many of these consequences 
might be. By now, there have been count-
less examples of how AI can reproduce bias 
and exacerbate social inequities, but these 
problems are rarely publicly identified by 
tech companies themselves. It was external 
researchers who found racial bias in widely 
used commercial facial analysis systems, for 

example, and in a medical risk prediction 
algorithm that was being applied to around 
200 million Americans. Academics and advo-
cacy or research organizations like the Algo-
rithmic Justice League and the Distributed 
AI Research Institute are doing much of this 
work: identifying harms after the fact. And 
this pattern doesn’t seem likely to change if 
companies keep firing ethicists.

Speculating – responsibly
I sometimes describe myself as a technol-

ogy optimist who thinks and prepares like a 
pessimist. The only way to decrease ethical 

debt is to take the time to think ahead about 
things that might go wrong – but this is not 
something that technologists are necessar-
ily taught to do.

Scientist and iconic science fiction writ-
er Isaac Asimov once said that sci-fi authors 
“foresee the inevitable, and although prob-
lems and catastrophes may be inevitable, 
solutions are not.” Of course, science fiction 
writers do not tend to be tasked with devel-
oping these solutions – but right now, the 
technologists developing AI are.

So how can AI designers learn to think 
more like science fiction writers? One of my 
current research projects focuses on devel-
oping ways to support this process of ethical 
speculation. I don’t mean designing with far-
off robot wars in mind; I mean the ability to 
consider future consequences at all, includ-
ing in the very near future.

This is a topic I’ve been exploring in 
my teaching for some time, encouraging 

students to think through the ethical impli-
cations of sci-fi technology in order to pre-
pare them to do the same with technology 
they might create. One exercise I developed 
is called the Black Mirror Writers Room, 
where students speculate about possible 
negative consequences of technology like so-
cial media algorithms and self-driving cars. 
Often these discussions are based on pat-
terns from the past or the potential for bad 
actors.

Ph.D. candidate Shamika Klassen and 
I evaluated this teaching exercise in a re-
search study and found that there are peda-
gogical benefits to encouraging computing 
students to imagine what might go wrong in 
the future – and then brainstorm about how 
we might avoid that future in the first place.

However, the purpose isn’t to prepare 
students for those far-flung futures; it is to 
teach speculation as a skill that can be ap-
plied immediately. This skill is especially 
important for helping students imagine 
harm to other people, since technological 
harms often disproportionately impact mar-
ginalized groups that are underrepresented 
in computing professions. The next steps for 
my research are to translate these ethical 
speculation strategies for real-world tech-
nology design teams.

Time to hit pause?
In March 2023, an open letter with thou-

sands of signatures advocated for pausing 
training AI systems more powerful than 
GPT-4. Unchecked, AI development “might 
eventually outnumber, outsmart, obsolete 
and replace us,” or even cause a “loss of con-
trol of our civilization,” its writers warned.

As critiques of the letter point out, this 
focus on hypothetical risks ignores actual 
harms happening today. Nevertheless, I 
think there is little disagreement among AI 
ethicists that AI development needs to slow 
down – that developers throwing up their 
hands and citing “unintended consequenc-
es” is not going to cut it.

We are only a few months into the “AI 
race” picking up significant speed, and I 
think it’s already clear that ethical consider-
ations are being left in the dust. But the debt 
will come due eventually – and history sug-
gests that Big Tech executives and investors 
may not be the ones paying for it.

By arrangements with 
The Conversation 
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AI: Opportunities 
and Challenges

D
ue to its potential to revolutionize 
various aspects of society, the disci-
pline of computer science known as 
artificial intelligence (AI) has been 

drawing a lot of interest in recent times. The 
development of computer programs that can 
carry out operations like speech recognition, 
decision-making, and natural language pro-
cessing—tasks that typically require human 
intelligence—is at the core of artificial intel-
ligence (AI). The quick development of AI 
technology has created new opportunities for 
organizations, governments, and people, but 
it has also generated significant ethical and 
societal concerns. 

Automation of challenging and repeti-
tive jobs frees up human workers to concen-
trate on more creative and complicated work, 
which is one of the main advantages of AI. For 
instance, chatbots using AI can answer sim-
ple customer care questions, while machine 
learning algorithms can analyse an enormous 
amount of data to find trends and forecast 
future events. Businesses and organizations 
may experience cost savings as a result of en-
hanced productivity and efficiency.

By enabling quicker and more precise 
diagnostics, individualised treatment regi-
mens, and predictive analytics for disease 
prevention, AI has the potential to enhance 
healthcare as well. While AI-powered robots 
in manufacturing can do risky or difficult op-
erations more effectively and with higher pre-
cision, self-driving automobiles driven by the 
technology will enhance safety and decrease 
traffic congestion in the transportation sector.

However, as AI advances, there are also 
worries about job loss and the moral implica-
tions of AI-driven decision-making. Never-
theless, as AI technologies develop, they also 
pose new problems that must be solved if they 
are to be put to use for the benefit of mankind. 
The possibility of job displacement by AI is 
one of the significant challenges it poses. Au-
tomation and AI will progressively take over 
tasks that were previously completed by hu-
mans as they develop. Some occupations, like 
those in manufacturing, transportation, and 
customer service, have already seen some au-
tomation as a result of this trend. Jobs can get 
affected and the economy may be disrupted 

as a result of this displacement, especially in 
sectors with a large workforce. As a result, 
it is crucial to develop tactics that lessen the 
effect of AI on the labour market, such as in-
vesting in retraining programs and develop-
ing new, difficult-to-automate, jobs. 

The potential for bias and discrimination 
in AI is yet another challenge. Because AI 
systems can only be as objective as the data 
they are trained on, biased training data will 
result in biased AI systems. This discrimina-
tion may result in a bias towards specific ra-
cial or ethnic groups, including women and 
people of colour. For instance, it has been dis-
covered that facial recognition software has 
a greater error rate for individuals of colour, 
raising questions about racial bias. As a re-
sult, it is crucial to make sure AI systems are 
created, trained, and monitored frequently 
for bias in their outputs.       Additionally, se-
curity and privacy are placed at risk by AI. 
AI systems frequently rely on gathering and 
analysing a lot of personal data, like biomet-
ric information and online activity. This in-
formation may be exposed to security lapses 
and online attacks, which could result in pri-
vacy violations and identity theft. Therefore, 
it is essential to develop strict data protection 
laws and cybersecurity controls that guar-
antee the secure collection, processing, and 
storage of personal data.   

Finally, AI raises ethical concerns, notably 
in relation to its application in autonomous 

weapon systems and military applications. A 
variety of ethical problems, including those of 
accountability, responsibility, and transpar-
ency, may arise from the development and 
use of AI in military settings. Additionally, 
there is a chance that AI-powered weapons 
could malfunction or be compromised, caus-
ing harm that wasn't intended. Therefore, it is 
essential to establish international standards 
and laws that control the creation and applica-
tion of AI in military settings. 

Industry, government, and the general 
public must collaborate to make sure AI is 
utilised responsibly and for the good of soci-
ety as a whole. This involves working togeth-
er to create ethical standards, encouraging 
accountability and openness in AI decision-
making, and spending money on education 
and training to get the workforce ready for 
an AI-driven future. 

In conclusion, artificial intelligence (AI) 
has the potential to revolutionize a number 
of societal facets, but its research and appli-
cation must be done carefully and with care-
ful consideration of its ethical and societal 
ramifications. We can use AI to boost produc-
tivity, efficiency, and results while making 
sure that it benefits every member of society 
by addressing concerns about job displace-
ment, bias, and ethical decision-making. 

The author can be reached at 
mirnayyarazam@gmail;.com

Paying The Price 
Casey Fiesler

When the social debt of these rushed releases comes 
due, I expect that we will hear mention of unintended or 

unanticipated consequences. After all, even with ethical guidelines 
in place, it’s not as if OpenAI, Microsoft or Google can see the 
future. How can someone know what societal problems might 
emerge before the technology is even fully developed?

M. Nayyar Azam
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Maruti Suzuki Planning 
New Plant To Cater To 
Domestic, Export Markets

Hinduja Group Emerges Highest 
Bidder With Rs 9,650 Crore Offer For 
Reliance Cap In 2nd Auction

FCIK Dismayed Over 
Stakeholder’s Exclusion From 
SICOP/SIDCO Boards

Aadhaar Authentication 
Transactions Rise To 2.31 
Billion In March

Rupee Climbs 21 Paise To 
81.74 Against US Dollar

Dir Agri Inaugurates 
Hi-Tech Poly-House, 
Mushroom Units At Tangmarg

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR-   The Director Agriculture Kashmir 
Chowdhury Mohammad Iqbal Wednesday Inau-
gurated a Hi-tech poly-house and two mushroom 
units at Rawalpora,  Sub-division  Tangmarg dis-
trict Baramulla.

During his visit to the sub- division he took stock 
of the agriculture scenario in the area.

Speaking to the farmers of different areas, the 
sub-division Director said that the department is 
working on an ambitious plan of providing farm-
ers with round the year availability of seedlings of 
different vegetable crops.

He said to achieve this goal the department has 
established hi-tech polyhouses in all the districts 
of Kashmir division.

 Dir also highlighted the Importance of integrat-
ed farming and asked the farmers to diversify their 
agriculture operations. He asked the concerned 
officers to guide the farmers during their prepa-
ration of paddy nurseries and during the pre and 
post harvest operations of oil seed ( Mustard ) crop.

 He asked the farmers that the department would 
provide all the technical assistance to them in com-
prehensively performing their agriculture activities.

Later,  Dir Agriculture visited some progressive 
agri- entrepreneurs in the area who have estab-
lished their integrated farm units.

VC KVIB Convenes Meeting With 
Board Officers, Bankers

DDC Anantnag Presides Over 
Kisan Sampark Abhiyaan

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Maruti Suzuki In-
dia (MSI) on Wednesday said 
it is looking to set up a manu-
facturing plant with a capac-
ity of up to 10 lakh units per 
annum in order to cater to the 
expected increase in demand 
from domestic as well as export 
markets.

The company, which has 
earmarked a capex of around 
Rs 8,000 crore for the current 
fiscal year, is yet to finalise the 
amount of the investment on 
the new plant and its location.

The company said its board 
has given in-principle approval 
for the creation of up to 10 lakh 
vehicles per year capacity in the 
new plant, which is expected to 
come up in phases depending 
upon the market situation.

As of March 31, 2023, MSI 
has a cash reserve of around Rs 
45,000 crore. It had earmarked 
a capex of Rs 6,300 crore in 
FY23.

The carmaker also an-
nounced that it will be getting 
a "big three-row strong hybrid 
model" from Toyota as part of 
their collaboration.

In a virtual press meet after 
the Q4 results, Maruti Suzuki 
Chairman RC Bhargava said the 
new facility would be in addi-
tion to its upcoming manufac-
turing plant in Sonipat in Hary-
ana. He noted that work on the 
new plant would be carried out 

simultaneously with the So-
nipat plant.

MSI is investing Rs 11,000 
crore in the first phase of the 
Sonipat plant with an initial 
manufacturing capacity of 2.5 
lakh units per annum, expected 
to be commissioned by 2025.

"We along with Suzuki 
looked at the estimated de-
mand scenario over the next 
8 years. It is expected that the 
Kharkhoda plant (in Sonipat) 
capacity will be fully utilised.  
So, we decided to put up one 
million additional capacity," 
Bhargava said.

He noted that the company 
would take an internal accrual 
route to fund the new invest-
ment.

When asked about the ex-
pected investment in the new 
plant, Bhargava said it is yet 
to be finalised but hinted that 
it could be slightly higher that 

that in the Sonipat facility.
MSI's total existing produc-

tion capacity is around 15 lakh 
units per annum in Manesar 
and Gurugram.

It is also the sole beneficiary 
of 7.5 lakh unit capacity of Su-
zuki Motor Gujarat (SMG) un-
der a contract manufacturing 
agreement.

Besides, it will be getting 
10 lakh capacity from Sonipat 
plant.

On the company's electric 
vehicle programme, Bhargava 
said the company aims to have 
six fully electric models in its 
portfolio by 2030.

"The models would largely be 
in the SUV category," he noted.

Bhargava noted that in order 
to move towards carbon neu-
trality, the country requires a 
mix of different technologies 
and not rely on just one kind of 
technology.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A Hinduja 
Group firm on Wednesday 
emerged as the highest bid-
der with an offer of Rs 9,650 
crore to take over debt-rid-
den Reliance Capital in the 
second round of auction, 
sources said.

The bid by IndusInd Inter-
national Holdings Ltd (IIHL) is 
higher than Rs 8,640 crore offer 
made by Torrent Investments 
in the first round of auction 
held in December last year.

The other two suitors -- 
Torrent Investments and 
Oaktree -- did not partici-
pate in the second round of 
auction, sources said.

An e-mail sent to Hin-
duja Group for comment re-
mained unanswered.

The Committee of Credi-
tors (CoC) had set a mini-
mum bid amount of Rs 9,500 
crore for the first round and 
Rs 10,000 crore for the sec-
ond round, with an addi-
tional Rs 250 crore for subse-
quent rounds.

The CoC had also put a 
condition that all bids must 
have a minimum of Rs 8,000 
crore upfront cash payment, 

sources said, adding, the IIHL 
bid of Rs 9,650 crore is an all 
upfront cash bid.

The second round of auc-
tion was held on Wednes-
day after the Supreme Court 
allowed the lenders to go 
ahead with the extended 
challenge mechanism in or-
der to maximise the recov-
ery from the sale of Reliance 
Capital's assets.

However, according to 
sources, any decision on the 
resolution of Reliance Capi-
tal by the CoC will be sub-
ject to the outcome of the 
SC's judgement in the appeal 
filed by Torrent Investments.

The resolution process of 
Reliance Capital was mired 
into litigation after the first 
round of auction.

Following the closure 
of first round, the Hinduja 
Group firm submitted the 

bid post-auction date.
IIHL offered an all-cash 

revised bid of Rs 9,000 crore 
after the completion of the 
auction as against an offer of 
Rs 8,110 crore in December.

This was done even though 
lenders had expressed their 
intent to hold second round 
of auction. This post-auction 
bid is being contested by 
Torrent Investments in the 
Supreme Court as it was the 
highest bidder in the first 
round of auction.

Torrent challenged IIHL's 
revised bid and the lenders' 
decision to conduct second 
round of auction in NCLT 
Mumbai.

The NCLT ruled in favour 
of Torrent and the lenders of 
Reliance Capital challenged 
the order in NCLAT.

NCLAT ruled in favour of 
the lenders and allowed 
them to go for a second 
round of auction to maxi-
mise their recovery from the 
sale of Reliance Capital.

Torrent challenged the 
NCLAT order in the Supreme 
Court, which refused to stay 
the NCLAT order and allowed 
the lenders to go ahead with 
a second round of auction.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Federation of 
Chambers of Industries Kashmir 
(FCIK) has conveyed its dismay 
over continued exclusion of 
stakeholders from re-constitut-
ed Boards of Directors of Jammu 
and Kashmir Small Scale Indus-
tries Development Corporation 
(SICOP) and J&K State Industrial 
Development Corporation Ltd. 
(SIDCO).

The Boards of the two indus-
trial related corporations were 
re-constituted on Tuesday under 
Government order No 109-(JK)
IND of 2023  with 10 members 
each all of whom were drawn 
from government officials with 
no representatives from indus-
trial stakeholders as it used to be 
a norm before 2019.

The FCIK expressed surprise 
that the orders were issued on 
the same day when the Chief Sec-
retary in an earlier meeting had 
called for working in tandem by 
and regular interaction between 
industry and the government in 
order to address the grievances 
of industries in the UT.

The FCIK claimed that the 
apex organisation was on the 
board of all industrial related 
corporations and committees 
from their very inception which 
had yielded positive results in 
the working of these corpora-
tions towards development 
of industrial sector. While be-
ing part of these boards, FCIK  
would critically and objectively 
analyze the proposed schemes 
and programmes of these cor-

porations to incorporate neces-
sary amendments in order to 
make these industry-friendly.  
“How is the subordinate staff 
of a senior officer expected to 
go against his views” asked 
FCIK adding that it paved way 
for approval of unilateral anti-
industry decisions without any 
opposition from anywhere. FCIK 
has observed that most of the 
decisions taken in the boards 
without any outside stakehold-
ers have worked in growing 
stress and debacle of the exist-
ing industry. One of the deci-
sions taken was about collec-
tion of part premium with every 
change in the constitution of an 
industrial unit which only was 
aimed at filling the coffers of 
corporations ignoring the fact 
that these corporations were in-
cepted basically for the growth 
and promotion of industry.

FCIK regretted that industries 
and commerce department in 
the UT of Jammu and Kashmir 
had drastically changed its vi-
sion and strategic planning pro-
cess with most of its efforts and 
time being utilized for allure-
ment of prospective enterprises 
which in turn has resulted in 
ignorance of existing industry 
with thousands of crores of in-
vestment already made in the 
sector in shambles.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Aadhaar holders 
have carried out nearly 2.31 bil-
lion authentication transactions 
in March 2023, underlining the 
growing usage of Aadhaar and 
the growth of the digital econo-
my in the country, according to 
an official release.

The numbers in March were 
higher than in February when 
2.26 billion authentication 
transactions were carried out.

"While a majority of the au-
thentications transaction num-
bers were carried out by using 
biometric fingerprint, it is fol-
lowed by demographic and OTP 
authentications," the release said.

Aadhaar e-KYC service con-
tinues to play a "stellar role" 
in banking and non-banking 
financial services by providing 
transparent and improved cus-
tomer experience and facilitat-
ing ease of doing business.

More than 311.8 million e-
KYC transactions were carried 

out during March 2023, a rise of 
over 16.3 per cent against Feb-
ruary levels.

Adoption of e-KYC has signifi-
cantly reduced customer acqui-
sition cost of entities like finan-
cial institutions, telecom service 
providers and others.

The cumulative number of 
Aadhaar e-KYC transactions so 
far has moved past 14.7 billion 
by the end March 2023.

Aadhaar saturation among 
adult population continues to 
be near universal, it said, adding 
that during March, over 21.47 
million Aadhaars were updated 
following requests from the 
residents as against 16.8 million 
such updates in February 2023.

"In March 2023, 219.3 million 
last mile banking transactions 
were made possible through 
AePS (Aadhaar Enabled Pay-
ment System) and the network 
of micro ATMs," the release said 
noting AePS is enabling finan-
cial inclusion for those at the 
bottom of the income pyramid.

Stock Markets Rise For 3rd 
Session; Sensex Gains 169 Pts

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Equity benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty extended 
their rally for the third straight 
session on Wednesday amid 
buying in index majors IndusInd 
Bank, Nestle India and HCL Tech.

However, continuous foreign 
fund outflows and a weak trend 
in global equities restricted 
gains in the market, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
climbed 169.87 points or 0.28 
per cent to settle at 60,300.58. 
During the day, it jumped 
232.08 points or 0.38 per cent 
to 60,362.79.

The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 44.35 points or 0.25 per 
cent to end at 17,813.60.

"The domestic bourses mir-
rored the mood on Wall Street 
as soft economic data and un-
derwhelming earnings dragged 
US equities to a weak close yes-
terday. However, the market 
gradually recovered after an 
uptick in US futures, with the 
earnings of tech companies pro-
viding support.

"Adding to investors' concerns 
about a possible recession, the 
US consumer confidence data 

for April hit a nine-month low 
ahead of the upcoming Fed pol-
icy meeting," said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research at Geojit Fi-
nancial Services.

PowerGrid was the biggest 
gainer among the Sensex com-
ponents, spurting 2.59 per cent, 
followed by IndusInd Bank, 
Larsen & Toubro, Nestle, HCL 
Tech, Axis Bank, Tata Motors, 
HDFC Bank, Tata Consultancy 
Services and HDFC were the 
major winners.

On the other hand, Bajaj Fin-
serv, NTPC, Reliance Industries 
and Kotak Mahindra Bank were 
the biggest laggards, dropping 
up to 0.84 per cent.

"Investors are likely to have 
covered their positions ahead 
of the monthly F&O expiry on 
Thursday. Markets shrugging off 
global weakness is an indication 
that our fundamentals remain 
intact and investors are willing to 
stay risk-on in Indian equities.

"But ahead of the US Fed-
eral Reserve policy next month, 
markets may take cues from 
global direction to exercise cau-
tion," Shrikant Chouhan, Head 
of Equity Research (Retail), Ko-
tak Securities Ltd, said.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The rupee appre-
ciated 21 paise to close at 
81.74 against the US dollar on 
Wednesday, tracking the weak-
ness of the American currency 
in the overseas market and 
gains in Asian peers.

Forex traders said a positive 
trend in domestic equities also 
supported the local unit.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local unit 
opened at 82 against the US cur-
rency and finally closed at 81.74, 
registering a gain of 21 paise 
over its previous close.

During the session, the rupee 
touched a high of 81.68 and a 
low of 82.01 against the dollar.

According to Sriram Iyer, Se-
nior Research Analyst at Reliance 
Securities, the rupee appreciated 
against the US Dollar on Wednes-
day to a 7-week high tracking 
gains in the Asian peers and up-
beat domestic equity markets.

The greenback also gave up its 
gains on Wednesday afternoon, 
while foreign banks and state-run 
banks were also on offer at around 
81.90 and aided the local unit.

Some investors also specu-
lated that the absence of the 
Reserve Bank of India may have 
allowed the rupee to gain this 
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, the rupee closed 
at 81.95 against the US currency.

The dollar index, which gaug-
es the greenback's strength 
against a basket of six curren-

cies, fell 0.43 per cent to 101.42.
Global oil benchmark Brent 

crude futures rose 0.12 per cent 
to USD 80.87 per barrel.

The rupee appreciated on 
positive domestic equities and 
a weak US dollar. However, re-
covery in crude oil prices and 
FII outflows capped sharp gains, 
said Anuj Choudhary - Research 
Analyst at Sharekhan by BNP 
Paribas.

The US Dollar declined on 
rising concerns over recession 
amid disappointing economic 
data from the US and renewed 
banking concerns.

"We expect the rupee to ap-
preciate on weakness in US Dol-
lar as banking concerns raised 
expectations that Fed may go 
dovish in its upcoming Fed-
eral Open Market Committee 
(FOMC).

"Concerns over the economic 
slowdown in the US may also 
put pressure on the greenback. 
However, selling pressure from 
foreign investors may cap a 
sharp upside. We expect USD/
INR spot to trade in between 
81.20 to 82.20 in the near term," 
Choudhary said.

Observer News Service

JAMMU:  Vice Chairperson, J&K Khadi and 
Village Industries Board (KVIB), Dr. Hina 
Shafi Bhat, Wednesday convened an ex-
haustive meeting with bankers and KVIB 
Jammu division at JLN Udyog Bhawan.

The meeting was attended by senior of-
ficers from the Board besides officers from 
the participating banks and district officers 
of KVIB Jammu division.

The meeting, had detailed discussion on 
achievements of KVIB Jammu division for 
the year 2022-23 under both the schemes 
including Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Programme (PMEGP) and J&K 
Rural Employment Generation Programme 
(JKREGP).

The meeting was informed that 1576 
units under PMEGP and 408 units under 

JKREGP were established during 2022-23 
involving a margin money (subsidy) of Rs. 
3722.56 lakh and Rs. 1035.56 lakh creating 
employment for 12608 persons and 2448 
persons respectively.

Vice Chairperson applauded the role of 
participating banks in successful imple-
mentation of both the programmes of 
KVIB. She cautioned them to refrain from 
rejecting cases on flimsy grounds. She 
urged upon the bankers to give women and 
marginalized sections of society are given 
preferential treatment by processing their 
cases on priority.

Vice Chairperson also emphasized the 
importance of collective efforts by the 
implementing agency and banks to ensure 
that the benefits of employment generation 
programmes such as PMEGP and JKREGP 
reach the targeted population.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: District Development Commis-
sioner Anantnag Dr Basharat Qayoom along 
with his team of district officers Wednesday 
visited the Block Shangus and preside over 
the weekly held Block Diwas at panchayat 
halqa Brariangan of shangus block.

BDC chairman Talib Hussain while present-
ing the developmental scenario of the area 
said that a lot has been done with respect to 
overall development of the block and more is 
a requirement for a developing society.

He raised some demands and issues of the 
area viz permanent water supply for Brari-
angan and adjacent areas,  Digging of more 
borewells, augmentation of WWS lehan-
wan, Halan road construction, etc.

The PRI members and local auqaf repre-
sentatives also spoke on the occasion and 
raised some local demand like Additional 
patwari for halqa Brariangan, issuance of ra-
tion card to new households, rationalisation 
of teaching staff in schools of shangus block, 
regular visit of agriculture, horticulture, 
Animal Husbandry experts for early iden-
tification of any disease besides technical 
guidance to farmers, scheduled power sup-
ply, Jk Bank branch, clearance of FRA cases 
etc. concerned sectoral heads presented de-
tailed responses to the demands raised.

Chief Agriculture officer Anatnag Aijaz 
Hussain Dar apprised the DDC about the 
Kisan sampark Abhiyaan and said that this 
is a farmer orientation and skill develop-
ment programme aimed at providing train-
ing to farmers about 29 projects and aware-
ness about 16 centrally sponsored schemes 
at 394 Venues in 16 blocks besides display-
ing audio, video visuals of the project.

Through Holistic agriculture department 
programme participants will have the op-
portunity to learn about innovative farming 
techniques and technologies, he added.

A progressive farmer of mushroom cul-
tivation of the area share his success story 
and experience and support by the agricul-
ture department and he appealed the peo-
ple to come forward and avail the benefits 
of schemes to become self-reliable.



SRINAGAR | THURSDAY | 27.04.2023 09

������������������������������
�����������������������������

��
	����	������
������
������	������������	������������������������	������
	����� ����
��
�����	����������	���������
����� ��
	�������
 ������������������������
���������������	��
�� ���������
����	���� ��	������	
	���������	���������� ���
	��� �����	��������������
	��������
�����	
	������������
	��	��������	������	���������
�����	������	�������
��	�����	��� 
���

�������������
������
����
� 	���������
���������������������� ����������
��������	���
���������
��	�������������	��

����	������������	���
������� ��� �
�	�	�������	�����	������	��
��	�	����	��	���������� �
���������� �
���� ������������	�	������
��	�	�������
�����	������������	����������
�
	�������


��������	�������
���	�������	�������������������������������� ��	������	��������������	��
������������	����������
��	�������� ����������������
������
���������� ����� �����

��	
	�������	���	�� ��	���
�����
��	����
������



10News SRINAGAR | THURSDAY | 27.04.2023

National Conclave Explores Role Of Mann Ki Baat 
In Promoting Self Reliance, Nation Building

New Delhi: What is the importance 
of Atmanirbharata or Self-Reliance in 
the development of the nation? What 
has been the role of Mann Ki Baat in 
fostering citizen engagement and pro-
moting self-reliance? The National 
Conclave on Mann Ki Baat @100, 
organized by the Union Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting in New 
Delhi today, explored this question at 
a thematic session titled “Jan Samvad 
Se Atmanirbharta”.

The session was moderated by 
Shradha Sharma, Indian entrepre-
neur and Founder & CEO of YourStory 
Media. The session featured Sanjeev 
Bhikchandani, Padma Shri awardee, 
entrepreneur and co-founder of Info 
Edge which owns naukri.com; radio 
jockey R J Raunac; T. V. Mohandas Pai, 
Padma Shri Awardee and former CFO 
and Board Member at Infosys; Ravi 
Kumar Narra, Padma Shri awardee, en-
trepreneur and national president of 
Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry; and Mohd. Abbas Bhat, head 
of Dal Lake lotus stem producer com-
pany, applauded by the Prime Minister 
in the Mann Ki Baat episode of March 
2023, for creating employment for 
many farmers by exporting food prod-
ucts made from lotus stem.

Sharing her life story, Shradha 
Sharma said that she has told stories 
of 1.5 lakh startups and of Young India 
in the last 14 years, but that the mo-
ment of Atma Nirbharata came for her 
when Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
in January 2019, gave her a one-hour 
interview. “The India that we are living 
today has one thing; since 2014, all of 
us have opportunity, and two, wherev-
er we are from, we can say that we are 
no less than anyone else. Vocal for Local 
is something we all believe in. There is 
a sense of pride in ourselves today.”

T. V. Mohandas Pai said that all of 
us must know the India story in tech-
nology. “Prime Minister Modi stood at 
the Red Fort in August 2015 and said 
Startup India, Stand up India, Digital 
India. What happened since then was 
a miracle. We are the largest software 
exporter in the world. 60% of global 

business for software comes to India. 
It employs 55 lakh people. Of the ten 
most valuable software service com-
panies in the world, five are Indian. Of 
the 32 lakh people employed in the top 
10 companies, 22 lakh are Indian. We 
dominate this field globally. Bengaluru 
will export 80 billion dollars of soft-
ware this year, and Bengaluru has 
more people working in technology 
than Silicon Valley.”

Pai said that we have a startup in-
dustry which has grown since 2015, 
when Prime Minister gave the call for 
Startup India, Standup India. “We have 
96,000 startups, next after only United 
States and China. These people employ 
16 lakh people today. They created 500 
billion dollars of value. By 2025, we 
hope to have 200 unicorns employing 
36 lakh people or more, creating value 
of 1.5 trillion dollars. Bengaluru has 
the largest collection of human talent 
in the world for silicon chip design. 
This is only going to grow; we will 
have more people working in tech-
nology than the USA. We are really 

Atmanirbhar in the world of innova-
tion, in high technology. Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat and Vocal for Local are happen-
ing in the technology area, both in ser-
vices and startups, and it is an exciting 
time for Young India.”

Reflecting on why startups are im-
portant, Sanjeev Bhikchandani said 
that there has been a sea change in 
the Indian business landscape from 
1984 till now. “If I look back and see 
which are the industry sectors and 
companies which created value and 
jobs, many of the sectors such as in-
ternet, e-commerce, IT and ITeS, pri-
vate TV channels and private airlines 
barely existed in 1984. A lot of what 
has happened has been led by new 
companies, i.e., very often startups. So, 
startups make a huge difference. It is 
startups more than established com-
panies which generate growth and 
jobs. The giant companies of tomor-
row are startups of today.”

Bhikchandani said that while start-
ups existed for a long time, what has 
happened is that it is the government 

under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi which has really rec-
ognized the importance of startups in 
India’s future and has taken proactive 
measures to encourage them.

Speaking of Mann Ki Baat, he said it 
is very direct, conversational and one-
on-one. “You believe the PM is talking 
to you. He is taking stories bottom-up, 
of ordinary people, those who have 
not been glorified in the media. The 
first bit of Aatma Nirbharata is self-be-
lief. When you hear stories of regular 
people in the country doing incredible 
things and when they are talked about 
on Mann Ki Baat, it gives you belief 
that you too can do it.”

The programme also covers the 
whole diverse range of topics, from 
culture, to food, to startups, he added. 
“It gives a national perspective; this is 
the magic of Mann Ki Baat.”

Mohd. Abbas Bhat, head of Dal Lake 
lotus stem producer, said that the as-
piration of the company is that their 
lotus stem reach the nook and cor-
ner of the country, and people use it. 

Thanking the Prime Minister for ap-
plauding the efforts of the company 
in his Mann Ki Baat of March 2023, 
he said: “I thank the Prime Minister 
who spoke of our Farmer Producers’ 
Organization; ever since he spoke of 
us, the demand for our lotus stem rose 
so much that we are now not able to 
meet the demand. Moreover, while 
we had to face lot of difficulties in get-
ting 250 farmers to join us, since the 
mention by PM in Mann Ki Baat, now 
more than 500 farmers are willing to 
join us.”

Noting that Mann Ki Baat is the 
country’s most popular radio pro-
gramme, R J Raunac congratulated 
everyone associated with the Mann 
Ki Baat programme for complet-
ing 100 episodes of the programme. 
“Wherever our radio station is there, 
in various regions across the country, 
the experience of every listener has 
been that the programme has inspired 
them very much, including to start 
something on their own. People have 
brought so many inspiring stories, and 
are sharing them with more and more 
others. I hope that Mann Ki Baat regis-
ters double century and beyond.”

Ravi Kumar Narra said that there 
has been a clear shift in the way gov-
ernment approaches the welfare of 
SC and ST communities. “Before 2014 
and after 2014, there has been a clear 
difference in the development of Dailt 
community. From 2014, a SC mem-
ber gets Rs. 15 crore loan without any 
collateral security. Stand up India is 
the biggest financial inclusion pro-
gramme, which provides Rs. 1 crore 
loan without any collateral security 
in any bank branch. This is very suc-
cessful, leading to creation of entre-
preneurs in villages as well. Another 
achievement is the SC ST Hub, which is 
leading to skill development, mentor-
ship and provision of interest subven-
tion, investment subsidy.”

Narra said that earlier, the think-
ing of government and of the people 
did not use to match. “With Mann Ki 
Baat, the people and the government 
are thinking alike, and the policies are 

reaching field level. When someone 
in a bank says that there is no such 
scheme or asks for security, people are 
showing the recording of Mann Ki Baat 
programme and asserting their rights. 
Thus, the programme has been instru-
mental in including all people, in facil-
itating understanding of government 
policies and their execution.”

What makes Mann Ki Baat unique? 
This is what the panelists had to say.

Mohandas Pai: “Government has 
come close, the Prime Minister gives us 
hope, confidence and inspiration and 
new information, he showcases the 
culture of this great country, he shows 
ordinary heroes whom he respects. At 
Padma Shri awards, when I saw a tribal 
woman from Karnataka walk bare-
foot and receive the award from the 
President, I felt so proud of this country. 
Mann Ki Baat is a manifestation of that 
sentiment where every individual can 
aspire to reach the highest position and 
the country recognizes them and gives 
them equal opportunity.”

Sanjeev Bhikchandani: “Each indi-
vidual programme is a few stories, but 
when you add up, it is a mosaic of the 
story of India, and the Prime Minister 
tells it so well.”

R J Raunac: “It is a matter of great 
pride that India’s most -listened pro-
gramme is a radio programme, the 
Prime Minister has chosen such a me-
dium which can reach almost every 
person. When you listen to him, you 
do not feel that he is speaking to 140 
crore people or to a group, you feel 
that he is speaking to you.”

Mohd. Abbas Bhat: “Mann Ki Baat 
is such a platform where people from 
humble backgrounds too get an op-
portunity to rise up to high levels.”

Ravi Kumar Narra: “The Prime 
Minister has captured the pulse of 
the people and Mann Ki Baat is a pro-
gramme which unites everyone, not 
only culturally and religiously but ad-
ministratively as well. This is going to 
give a very positive result in the devel-
opment of our country.”

The session also featured a short 
Q&A session.

Mannkibaat@100
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LG Unveils 576
separated your own brothers from you. Come 

forward and say that what had happened was 
wrong and now we won’t let it happen to any-
one,” he said

“Our young generation is our greatest asset 
and they should take the lead to build a stron-
ger, prosperous and a more dynamic J&K,” he 
added

Safina Baig, DDC Chairperson, Baramulla, in 
her address, said the Transit Accommodations 
will give a boost to the communal harmony 
and brotherhood in Kashmir.

LG Orders Campaign
H. Rajesh Prasad, Principal Secretary, PDD on 

actions taken on the directions during the pre-
vious review meeting.

NGT Asks J&K
Forest and Environment, J & K and file an af-

fidavit of service within one week.
The applicant in the case has invoked a noti-

fication from the “MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, 
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE, which says 
that the Central Government notifies an area to 
an extent varying from zero (0) to 4.1 kilome-
ters around the boundary of Gulmarg Wildlife 
Sanctuary, in Baramulla District in the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir as the Gulmarg 
Wildlife Sanctuary Eco-sensitive Zone.

Pertinently, the applicant has also relied 
upon a letter from Wildlife Range Gulmarg 
addressed to the Director Tourism on the 

subject of unauthorized plying of Snow bikes 
in Gulmarg Wildlife Sanctuary at Kangdori. “...
due to these snow bikes the natural habitat of 
many wild animals is being disturbed and forc-
ing these animals to leave their natural habitat 
and settle down in human habitation which 
leads to many man animal conflicts. In view 
of the above and to avoid such incidents your 
goodself is requested to pass directions to stop 
the entry of snow bikes in Gulmarg wildlife 
sanctuary immediately.” the letter reads.

As per the order, a copy of which lies with 
Kashmir Observer, the application has been 
disposed of.

NIA Court Issues
special NIA Court, Jammu has issued non-

bailable warrants against the militants hiding 
in Pakistan or Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on 
the request of the police since March.

 Earlier, non-bailable warrants were issued 
against 13 militants.

“Thirty-six individuals from Kishtwar went 
to Pakistan after joining terrorism over a period 
of time. Subsequently, two FIRs were registered 
against them to bring them to book,” Senior 
Superintendent of Police, Kishtwar, Khalil 
Poswal said.

He said while a special NIA court issued non-
bailable warrants against 13 of them on March 
1, a fresh non-bailable warrant was issued 
against the rest of the 23 militants on Tuesday.

“We want to arrest all of them and are ap-
proaching Interpol so that a Red Corner notice 

is issued. The process has already been initi-
ated and we are sure to arrange their presence 
in the court of law,” the officer said.

He said the fresh non-bailable warrants 
have been issued in a case registered at po-
lice station Chatroo under various sections of 
the Indian Penal Code and Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

The SSP said Chief Investigation Officer, 
DSP Vishal Sharma approached the Special 
NIA Court for issuance of the warrants against 
the accused for their active involvement in 
militant activities and creating unrest in 
Chenab valley and other parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

 “They (terrorists hiding in Pakistan) mo-
bilised sleeper cells and pushed them into 
J-K in connivance with secessionist and sepa-
ratist leaders for waging war against the 
Government of India with nefarious design of 
seceding Jammu and Kashmir from the Union 
of India,” he said.

He expressed hope that Pakistan will co-
operate in the arrest and deportation of the 
militants.

“Pakistan is duty bound to extend their co-
operation in accordance with international 
law. We are involving the Interpol to ensure 
the arrest of the absconders. If Pakistan fails to 
cooperate, it will get exposed,” the officer said.

Poswal said various revenue teams have also 
been formed to identify the properties of the 
terrorists for attachment as per the law.

NIA Searches
since November 2021 after the National 

Investigation Agency (NIA) arrested him for 
anti-national activities, they said.

The officials said a team of the agency con-
ducted searches at the NGO’s office in the 
Dandoosa area of the central Kashmir district.

Parvez, the programme coordinator of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society 
(JKCCS), was arrested for alleged anti-national 
activities such as collecting information on 
vital installations as well as deployment and 
movement of security forces and procuring 
secret official documents, and passing them to 
his Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) handlers through en-
crypted communication channels.

 The activist was charge sheeted along with 
six others on May 13 last year.

 Parvez, who is also the chairperson of 
Philippines-based Asian Federation Against 
Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD), was for-
mally arrested upon production in the NGO 
militancy-funding case on March 22.

Aspirations Of Humanity
accelerated, inclusive & sustainable growth 

are top priorities and the world is looking at 
us with a hope to deal with the challenges of 
Covid, Climate Change and Conflict,” Sinha said.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a new 
vision to the world that climate change cannot 
be fought from conference tables alone but It 
has to be fought from the dinner tables in every 
home. This will pave the way for sustainable & 

inclusive development,” he added.
The LG stressed upon synergy between 

developmental activities and environment 
conservation to ensure global prosperity and 
better quality of life for all. He said that the 
ecological security will lead to economic se-
curity and strengthen our social development 
initiatives.

 “India will play the most important & con-
structive role for climate future and shape the 
action plan for mitigation, adaptation and en-
vironmental management systems. India will 
guide the world towards achieving the goal of 
environmentally sustainable development,” he 
added

Under the leadership of PM Modi, Sinha said, 
India has given a new social model to the world 
for equitable development.

“Atma-Nirbhar Bharat, Make In India and 
Digital India have provided a robust framework 
for rapid and sustainable growth,” the LG said, 
while underscoring the important role of pre-
mier institutions like IIM, IIT & AIIMS and the 
youth to provide future solutions to humanity.

He also emphasized on exchange of best 
practices and increased cooperation between 
the countries for Digitally Empowered Society 
and Knowledge-based Economy.

“G20 represents 60% of the world popula-
tion, accounts 85% of global GDP and 75% of 
global trade. I am confident that India’s G20 
presidency will give new impetus to global re-
lations and strengthen the spirit of “One Earth, 
One Family, One Future”,” the LG added.



Srinagar | Thursday | 27-04-2023 11SPORTS
Quit International Cricket: IPL Franchises Sound Out 6 

English Players With Multi-Million Pound Deal
Press Trust of India

LONDON: Owners of top IPL fran-
chises are trying to convince as 
many as six premier England players 
to quit international cricket and take 
up handsome annual contracts rang-
ing up to 5 million pounds in order to 
play T20 leagues round the year, the 
'Times London' reported.

Almost all the 10 IPL franchis-
es have branched out in various 
leagues, including CPL (West Indies), 
SA T20 (South Africa), Global T20 
League (UAE) and the upcoming Ma-
jor League T20 in the US. The report, 
however, doesn't state which are the 
franchise that have approached and 
who are the players involved in the 
discussion.

There will also be an ambitious 
Saudi T20 league where some of the 
IPL franchises might be investing.

'The Times' report quotes: ''Initial 
discussions have taken place after 
at least six English players, includ-
ing some international stars, were 
approached by IPL franchise own-
ers and asked whether, in principle, 
they would accept a deal that would 
make an Indian team their main 
employer, rather than the ECB or an 

English county.'' 
''This development follows discus-

sions among players' unions around 

the world about the potential impli-
cations of 12-month franchise con-
tracts, which would be a significant 

step towards the football model of 
elite players being primarily con-
tracted to their team and released 

for international duty, rather than 
the other way around. 

''One source told The Times that 
contract offers could come as soon 
as the end of the year.'' 

There is no doubt that T20 crick-
et is here to stay and T10 is also 
fast catching the imagination of 
the public.

While ICC has always thought 
about putting a cap on the number 
of leagues that an active contracted 
player can take part in a year, one 
can't rule out a possibility of a lot of 
young players either retiring from 
international cricket or giving up 
on central contracts to become free 
agents. The only hurdle in such a 
scenario could be 'NOC' from the re-
spective country's cricket board.

''The probability of such a model 
being adopted has grown increasing-
ly likely in recent years as some IPL 
franchise owners have bought stakes 
in several T20 tournaments in the 
UAE, South Africa, Caribbean — and 
now the United States with the new 
Major League Cricket venture which 
begins in July,'' the newspaper was 
quoted as saying.

The paper also claimed that a 
discussion on similar lines took 

place with star Australian T20 spe-
cialists also. 

''Discussions have already taken 
place with a number of high-profile 
Australian players about full-time 
deals but this has now been ex-
tended to English players. Contracts 
could be worth upwards of GBP 2 
million a year and even as high as 
GBP 5 million — more than five times 
the value of the highest England cen-
tral contracts.'' 

The paper also spoke about the 
possibility of having partial contracts 
both with ECB or county and the IPL 
franchise, especially, the ones who 
play white-ball cricket.

''Reduced IPL deals — covering at 
least three of the rounds — would 
also be on offer. It is unlikely that 
any of England's Test stars will walk 
away from their central contracts 
in favour of a franchise contract but 
the sheer amount of money on offer 
makes that a risk in the future. 

''What is more likely is that play-
ers will arrange ''bespoke'' deals de-
pending on their own circumstances, 
which could result in them being 
part-contracted to their county or 
the ECB and part-contracted to a 
franchise.''

IPL 2023: RR Have Task Cut 
Out Against Rampaging CSK

Please Listen To Our Mann Ki Baat: 
Protesting Wrestlers Tell PM Modi

Press Trust of India

JAIPUR: Smarting from back-
to-back defeats, Rajasthan 
Royals would hope to bounce 
back with a win against Chen-
nai Super Kings in their IPL 
match at home on Thursday, 
but it will be easier said than 
done as the MS Dhoni-led 
team has been on a rampage 
with three victories on the 
trot. With their top-order 
comprising Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
Devon Conway, Ajinkya Rah-
ane and Shivam Dube firing 
together most of the time, CSK 
have notched up three easy 
wins while the Royals have 
lost their last two matches.

Thursday's match could turn 
out to be a battle between CSK's 
top-order batters and the world 
class spinners of the Royals.

Conway is the second most 
prolific batter so far this sea-
son with 314 runs from sev-
en matches while a "trans-
formed" Rahane, who hit a 71 
not out off just 29 balls against 
Kolkata Knight Riders on Sun-
day, has been in devastating 
form with 209 runs from five 
games, at a stupendous strike 
rate of 199.04, the highest 
among the batters.

The Royals can take a bit 
of solace from the fact they 
emerged victorious in their 
first meeting of this season 
against CSK. However, even 

then CSK nearly pulled off a 
win as their talisman Dhoni 
turned the clock back with his 
batting, before going down 
by three runs in front of their 
home crowd.

However, things are differ-
ent at the moment with Chen-
nai registering their fifth win 
of the season, against Kolkata 
Knight Riders at the Eden Gar-
dens on Sunday, to grab the 
top position in he standings 
with 10 points.

A win for CSK, at the Sawai 
Man Singh Stadium on Thurs-
day, will brighten their play-
offs prospects further. The 
Super Kings, a four-time win-
ners, have the personnel to 
humble the Royals in their 
own backyard.

Having suffered two con-

secutive losses, the Royals 
will be desperate to get their 
campaign back on track with 
a clinical performance against 
the visitors from Chennai.

For the Royals to do well, it 
is imperative that the likes of 
Jos Buttler, Yashasvi Jaiswal 
and skipper Sanju Samson de-
liver with the bat and then, on 
a pitch that has help for the 
slower bowlers, hope that the 
seasoned spin duo of Ravi-
chandran Ashwin and Yuzven-
dra Chahal fire.

They may be playing at their 
base, but the Royals can ex-
pect plenty of home team fans 
at the stands rooting for CSK 
skipper Dhoni, who is prob-
ably appearing in his last IPL 
season, just like it happened in 
Kolkata a few days back.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: 'Why are you not 
listening to our Mann Ki Baat?' 
the protesting wrestlers asked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday and sought his 
time to discuss the sexual ha-
rassment allegations against 
his party's MP and WFI chief 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh.

India's top wrestlers re-
sumed their agitation against 
the wrestling federation's 
chief on Sunday, three months 
after they ended their sit-in 
protest following the forma-
tion of an oversight commit-
tee to probe into the serious 
allegations.

The Sports Ministry has not 
yet made public the findings of 
six-member oversight panel that 
submitted its report on April 5.

The wrestlers said they are 
surprised that PM Modi felici-
tates them and clicks pictures 
with them when they win med-
als but now he has turned a 
blind eye to their plight when 
they are on road, seeking justice.

"PM Modi sir talks about 
Beti Bachao and Beti Padhao, 
and listens to everyone's Mann 
Ki Baat. Can't he listen to our 
mann ki baat? He invites us to 
his home when we win med-
als and gives us a lot of respect 
and calls us his daughters. To-
day, we appeal to him that he 
listens to our Mann Ki Baat," 

Rio Games bronze medallist 
Sakshi Malik said during a me-
dia interaction.

Interestingly, Malik drew 
analogy with Prime Minister's 
popular radio programme 
Mann Ki Baat which is com-
pleting 100 editions and to 
mark the milestone, several 
programs are being organised 
by the government.

"I want to ask Smriti Irani 
(Union Minister) why is she 
silent now? It's been four days 
that we are sleeping on road, 
enduring mosquito bites. We 
are not being allowed (by 
Delhi Police) to prepare food 
and train, why are you silent? I 
just want to say that you come 
here, listen to us and support 
us," added Malik.

Malik feels may be their point 
is not reaching the Prime Minister. 
"Maybe our truth is not reaching 
him, so we want to meet him and 
let him know our issues."

An emotional World cham-

pionship medallist Vinesh 
Phogat said: "we don't have 
the (telephone) numbers (of 
relevant people) by which we 
can reach out to him so we are 
appealing to PM Modi through 
media to raise issues. Maybe 
he can then listen to your 
cries. Our souls are almost 
dead, maybe he will see."

"He does his program Mann 
ki Baat but has he, even for a 
minute given a thought to our 
mann ki baat, how much di-
lemma, does he think we face 
that daughters of the nation are 
sitting on the roads and are on 
the cusp of quitting wrestling by 
standing against a big criminal?"

Vinesh also said that they 
will take out a candle light 
march later on Wednesday 
evening. Tokyo Games bronze 
medallist Bajrang also ap-
pealed to the PM.

"These are daughters of In-
dia appealing to you, please do 
justice with them," he said.     

Inter School Cycle Race 
Organised By ZPEO Bijbehara

Children's Sports Festival 
Held At BHS Akad

Observer News Service

BIJBEHARA: The Zonal Physical 
Education Officer (ZPEO) Bijbe-
hara organised an Inter School 
Zonal Level Cycle on Wednes-
day for school students of Zone 
Bijbehara. The race started from 
Dara Shikoh Garden Bijbehara 
and culminated at MS Laribal 
(Village Laribal). 

The cycle race was flagged 
off by the Senior Field officials 
of ZPEO Zone Bijbehara at 8:00 
am from Dara Shikoh Garden. 
About 80 Cyclists from different 
schools of Zone Bijbehara par-
ticipated in the cycle race with 
zeal and zest.

In U-17 age group, Yaseen 
Rashid of Public School Bijbeha-
ra got 1st place, Sahil Mushtaq 
of HSS Arwani got 2nd place and 
Muzamil Rehman of HS HP Bagh 
got 3rd place. 

In U-14 age group, Muneeb Ir-

shad of MS Balyar got 1st place, 
Aqib Ashiq of BMS HP Tawaila 
got 2nd Place and Ubaid Manzo-
or of Sir Syed Memorial School 
Zirpora Bijbehara got 3rd Place. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
field official of ZPEO Zone Bi-
jbehara Dr. Riyaz Veeri said that 
sports is the powerful tool with 
which the drug menace can be 
eradicated. He said the sports ac-
tivities will not only help youth 
to showcase their talent but will 
also keep them away from drugs 
and other such bad activities. 

He further said that purpose of 
activities of Youth Services and 
Sports is to get more and more 
youth involved in various sports 
activities so that they will remain 
away from drug addiction.

PEM Khurshid Ahmad War 
along with other officials distrib-
uted the medals among the po-
sition holders of the race during 
the prize distribution ceremony. 

Observer News Service

AKAD: A Children’s Sports 
Festival was organised at BHS 
Akad in District Anantnag on 
Wednesday under Azadi ka Am-
rit Mahotsav (Samagra Shiksha).

Sports activities organised 
were held in different disci-
plines like Kabbadi, Volleyball, 
Kho-Kho, 7-a-side Football and 
100 metre race.

In Kho-Kho, girls BMS Arigo-
hal defeated HS Akad by one set. 

In Kabaddi, HS Akad Blues 
lost to HS Akad Yellows by a 
close margin.

In Football, HS Akad Sir Syed 

Sports defeated HS Akad Iqbal 
sports by one goal.

In 100 metre race, Faizan Sa-
jad finished first followed by 
Muyeed Gulzar (2nd) and Mus-
takeem Rasool (3rd).

Principal HSS Seer and 
Cluster Head Arshid Ahmad, 
Incharge Headmistress HS 
Akad Zubaida Akhter, staff of 
HS Akad and technical staff of 
Youth Services and Sports De-
partment were present on this 
occasion. 

Principal HSS Seer felicitated 
the players and delivered a 
lecture on value of sports and 
games.

With 5 Teams In European 
Semifinals, Italian Football Is Back

Agencies

MILAN: Italian football is back.
Following years of domina-

tion by teams from Spain and 
England, there is a distinct Ital-
ian flavor to Europe’s top club 
competitions this season.

Five Italian teams have quali-
fied for the semifinals of UEFA’s 
three competitions for the first 
time — more than England and 
Spain combined as those coun-
tries have two teams each left.

And there will definitely be 
an Italian team in the show-
piece Champions League final 
— for the first time in six years 
— as city rivals AC Milan and In-
ter Milan play each other in the 
semis.

Juventus and Roma could 
both advance to the Europa 
League final — they face Sevilla 
and Bayer Leverkusen, respec-
tively, in the semifinals — while 
Fiorentina plays Basel in the 

final four of the Europa Confer-
ence League.

“We’re talking about an ex-
ceptional result, having five 
Italian teams in European com-
petition has never happened 
before,” Serie A chief executive 
Luigi De Siervo said. “We’re con-
vinced that this — in the year 
that we’re selling the TV rights 
— will bring our football back 
to the top of the world: we’re 
coming back to show ourselves 
for what we are. It’s been a long 
journey, forged over time.”

Italian teams have enjoyed 
several periods of dominance 
on the European stage, includ-
ing during the 1980s and ’90s. 
Between 1989 and 1998, all 
but one final of the Champions 
League — or European Cup as 
it was previously known — fea-
tured a team from Serie A.

In comparison, Juventus is 
the only team to reach the final 
(twice) since Inter won Italy’s 
last title in the competition in 
2010.

Only five different Italian 
teams have even reached Eu-
ropean semifinals in the past 
decade — although Juventus 
and Roma reached three apiece 
across the competitions.

Now Serie A has a chance to 
replicate its feat from 1990 of 
having its teams win all three of 
UEFA’s top competitions in the 
same season.

COMPETITIVENESS
The increased Italian success 

in Europe reflects the increased 
competitiveness of Serie A.

After Juventus dominated 
the league for nearly a decade 
with nine straight titles, there 
have been three different Serie 

A champions over the past three 
seasons — and there is all but 
certain to be a fourth this cam-
paign.

Inter Milan ended Juven-
tus’ stranglehold on the league 
crown in 2021 and city rival Mi-
lan then won it last year. Napoli 
is now on the brink of ending a 
33-year wait for the “scudetto” 
and could secure the title as 
soon as this weekend.

“Serie A is the only league 
in Europe where four different 
teams have won in the past four 
years: Juve, then Inter, Milan 
and now Napoli,” De Siervo said. 
“That is what has led to us im-
proving in Europe over the past 
four years. I hope now that it is 
a long-lasting result.”

Napoli also had an impres-
sive run in Europe this sea-
son, reaching the Champions 
League quarterfinals for the 
first time before being elimi-
nated by Milan.

WINNING MENTALITY
Roma’s success in last sea-

son’s Europa Conference League 
was the first European trophy 
for an Italian team since Inter 
won the treble of the Champi-
ons League, Serie A and the Ital-
ian Cup in 2010.

Both teams were coached by 
the same man: José Mourinho.

The victory also came just the 
year after Italy won the Euro-
pean Championship.

That all helped instil a belief 
that Italian teams could match 
the best in Europe.

Moreover, that belief was 
boosted by the rise back to the 
top of two of Italy’s most storied 
clubs.

Seven-time European cham-
pion AC Milan’s is back in the 
semifinals for the first time 
since it last won the Champions 
League in 2007. Inter had also 
not reached the final four since 
its treble-winning season.

An Italian team has never 
won the Europa League in its 
current format. Parma won it 
in 1999 when it was still known 
as the UEFA Cup. Inter finished 
runner-up in 2020, losing to Se-
villa in the final.

ITALIAN COACHES
The Italian region of Emilia 

Romagna has three coaches in 
the Champions League semifi-
nals, as Inter’s Simone Inzaghi, 
Milan’s Stefano Pioli and Real 
Madrid’s Carlo Ancelotti all hail 
from there.

That beats the previous 
record of the German re-
gion of Bavaria having two 
coaches in the final four: Ju-
lian Nagelsmann and Thomas 
Tuchel. (AP)

Sudeva Delhi To Hold Youth 
Team Trials In Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Sudeva Delhi FC 
is all set to hold football trials 
for its youth team starting this 
weekend. The trials will be held 
in the Srinagar and Sopore re-
gions of Kashmir Valley and will 
be for the club's Under-13, Un-
der-14, Under-15, Under-17 and 
Under-19 teams. The trials will 
be held in collaboration with 

JKFA coaches.
The selectors, headed by the 

club's co-founder Anuj Gupta, 
travel to MET Stadium in Sopore 
on April 30 before heading to 
Srinagar on May 1 and hold-
ing the trials at Synthetic Turf 
TRC. For more information, in-
terested footballers in Sopore 
can contact 7006061213, while 
players from Srinagar can con-
tact 9796729244.
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