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CRPF Man Dies 
Of Heart Attack

A Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) personnel 
on Tuesday died after 

suffering a heart attack in 
Kulgam district of South Kashmir.
Raj Kishore posted with CRPF 120 
battalion fell unconscious inside 
his camp in Nillow village of 
the district on Tuesday, reports 
said. His colleagues removed 
him to the nearby hospital for 
treatment. However, the doctors 
there declared him dead.
Heart attack, reports said, is 
believed to be the More on P6

Chargesheet Filed Against 
5 In Militancy Case

The Special Investigation Unit 
of Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Tuesday filed a charge 

sheet before an NIA court here 
against five accused, including two 
militants, in a militancy-related 
case. A police spokesperson 
said, “SIU-I, Srinagar, presented 
a charge sheet before the Court 
of NIA (National Investigation 
Agency), Srinagar, in case FIR 
No. 69/2022 of Chanapora police 
station against five accused, 
including three militant associates 
and two militants,” More on P6

11 Bovine 
‘Smugglers’ Arrested

Eleven alleged bovine 
smugglers were arrested and 
54 animals were rescued in 

separate incidents in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Samba district, officials 
said. Police teams intercepted 
five trucks at Ghagwal, Mansar, 
Supwal, Rakh Amb and Rajpura 
areas in the district, they said.
The trucks have been seized and 
FIRs lodged against the smugglers, 
they said, adding that two women 
were also among the arrested.
Those arrested have been 
identified as More on P6

NC Expels Ex-MLA 
From Party For 6 Yrs

National Conference (NC) 
Tuesday expelled former 
legislator Sheikh Ishfaq 

Jabbar from the party for six 
years for indulging in anti-party 
activities. Jabbar who was an MLA 
from the Ganderbal Assembly 
segment from 2014 till it was 
dissolved in 2018, was also the 
party’s district president for 
Ganderbal in central Kashmir.
In a tweet, the party said the 
order to remove Jabbar was 
issued by NC’s general secretary 
Ali Mohammad Sagar. More on P6

Soldier Dies After Firework 
Stunt Goes Wrong

A 35-year-old Army personnel 
died after he tried to launch a 
firework from his mouth at a 

wedding in Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar 
district, police said on Tuesday.
The incident took place on Monday 
night at Jalokhya village under 
Amjhera police station limits, 
some 20 km from the district 
headquarters, an official said.
Nirbhay Singh Singar, posted with 
the Army in Jammu & Kashmir, had 
come to the village on a month-
long leave to attend the wedding, 
Amjhera police station More on P6

Punt Guns Seized 
In Bandipora

Forest Protection Force (FPF) on 
Tuesday seized punt guns used 
by hunters to kill wetland birds 

near banks of Wular Lake in north 
Kashmir’s Bandipora.
Deputy Director, FPF Ejaz Ahmad 
told a local news agency KNS that 
based on a tip off regarding the use 
of punt guns in Wular, anti-poaching 
teams raided several locations in 
the area during which punt guns 
were seized, however poachers fled 
from the spot. Providing details, the 
officer said during the ongoing year, 
the FPF have seized More on P6

S H O R T  T A K E S

Article-370 Abrogation

Industrialists See Investment 
Opportunity In J&K: LG

Kashmir 
Receives Fresh 
Splash Of Rain
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Kashmir Valley 
on Tuesday received a fresh 
splash of rain, even as the 
meteorological department 
predicted intermittent rain in 
plains and light snowfall in the 
higher reaches of the Union 
Territory from Wednesday.

“From April 26-28, weather 
is expected to be generally 
cloudy with possibility of in-
termittent light rain with thun-
der/lightning (light snowfall 
over higher reaches of Central 
and North, Northwestern parts 
of Kashmir) at many places 
with peak intensity on April 
27,” a MeT department official 
said, adding, that a few places 
will receive moderate inten-
sity rainfall. More on P6

2 ‘Anti-Nationals’ 
Booked Under 
PSA In Kishtwar
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Two men allegedly 
involved in “anti-national” 
activities were booked un-
der Public Safety Act (PSA) in 
Kishtwar district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, a senior police 
officer said on Tuesday.

Mohd Rafi of Poochal and 
Ghulam Qadir of Dachhan 
were arrested and lodged 
in Kathua district jail to en-
sure they do not “support 
terrorism” anymore, Senior 
Superintendent of Police, 
Kishtwar, Khalil Poswal said.

He said that both men were 
involved in “anti-national” 
activities earlier too and were 
booked under More on P6

Y20 Pre-Summit 
Today With Focus On 
Health, Climate Change

JKP Corners Conman

Printing Press Owner 
Arrested In Kiran Patel Case

DSEK Seeks Details Of 
Schools Run On State Land
Directs Private Schools To Provide Free Education To 
Children From Weaker, Disadvantaged Sections

Banihal Bypass Likely To 
Complete By Year End: Officials

Don’t Be A Yes Man: LG Tells Officers

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha has said that J&K 
is emerging as a vibrant, fast-
est growing and most attrac-
tive investment destination 
and renowned companies from 
across the country and abroad 
are looking forward to invest-
ing in the Union Territory.

Sinha shared key initiatives 
of J&K administration to facili-
tate the MSMEs in the Union 
Territory at the two-day Laghu 
Udyog Bharati's North Zone 
MSME conclave and investors' 
meet.

"Today, the world is recog-
nizing the all-round transfor-
mation taking place in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Renowned com-
panies from across the country 
and abroad are looking forward 
to investing here", he said.

Speaking at the same event, 
Union minister Arjun Ram 
Meghwal asked potential inves-
tors to take advantage of the 
business-friendly environment 
developed for the industries.

"After abrogation of Article 
370, a lot of people (investors) 

came here. In this investors' 
summit, several have shown 
their interests. It will create a 
good atmosphere," Meghwal 
said.

Several industrialists also 
maintained that there is change 
in Jammu and Kashmir post ab-
rogation of article 370.

"After abrogation of Article 
370, people have found a way 

here (for undertaking invest-
ments, setting up of trade and 
industry units in J&K). If gov-
ernment policies are appro-
priate, industries would come 
here.

"They will be successful too. 
People would get employment on 
a large scale. People have seen a 
path towards this opportunity into 
J&K now, which was closed for 

years," Nagpur-based Industrialist 
Sheshi Bushan Vaid said.

Echoing similar sentiments, 
another businessman Vijay 
Singh said, "we are getting the 
land and will set up a unit here. 
Article 370 was creating insecu-
rity among people from trade 
and industry in terms of doing 
business here. Now it is a better 
situation".

J&K Lughu Udyog Bharati 
President Parveen Gupta Pargal 
said that the conference will 
carry a message through these 
investors to the entire country 
about investment opportuni-
ties, benefits and also about 
new industrial policy here.

Since the launch of Udyam 
Registration portal in 2020, two 
lakh Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) units have 
been registered in J&K. As many 
as 38,000 MSME are run by 
women, LG said.

"In the last financial year, 
18,000 women-owned enter-
prises were provided assis-
tance of more than Rs 500 crore 
under the credit guarantee 
scheme", he said.

LG said that Under the Prime 
Minister's More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Leh: More than 100 dele-
gates from 30 countries will 
participate in the Y20 Pre-
Summit starting Wednesday 
to discuss pressing issues 
confronting the world's 
youth and try to evolve a 
consensus on issues such as 
health, climate change and 
sports, among others.

With India presiding over 
the G20 -- an inter-govern-
mental forum comprising 19 
countries and the European 
Union, which works to ad-
dress major issues related 
to the global economy -- 
this year, the onus is on the 
country to come up with in-
novative ideas to make the 
world a better place.

The theme of 2023 Y20 
pre-summit -- One earth, 
one family, one future -- is 
intertwined with the tenets 
of G20 and the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports, the 
organisers of the event, hope 
the event here will become 
the engine that will drive the 
world into the future.

Minister of Youth Affairs 
and Sports Anurag Thakur 
will meet the delegates on 
April 28 -- the last day of 
the three-day pre-summit -- 
and discuss with them ideas 
and outcome of the exercise.

The event here is a pre-
cursor to the "Main Y20 
Summit" to be held in 
Varanasi from August 17-20.

"The Y20 is an engage-
ment group of More on P6

Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Intensifying its on-
going probe against conman 
Kiran Patel, the Jammu and 
Kashmir police have arrested 
an owner of a printing press 
from Gujarat on charges of 
preparing fake visiting cards 
for the main accused.

The printing press 
owner Piyush Bhai of 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
has been brought to 
Srinagar by police for 
further investigation, 
two days after he 
was formally arrested 
in his hometown by a 
Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice team in connection with 
the case registered at the po-
lice station Nishat here last 
month.

Piyush Bhai, sources said, 

has been detained at the 
Nishat Police Station and is be-
ing investigated for his role in 
the high profile case that rat-
tled the entire administration.

“He had printed fake visiting 
cards for the conman, which 
was disclosed by him during 
the investigation,” sources said.

Meanwhile, Kiran Patel on 
Tuesday was sent to Srinagar 

Central Jail and will be 
presented before 

the court soon. He 
was brought back 
to Srinagar from 
Gujarat by a five 
member police team 

on Monday evening.
It may be in place to 

mention that police team led 
by Superintendent of Police (SP) 
east and Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer (SDPO) Nehru Park fol-
lowing inputs by More on P6

SRK In Kashmir 
For 'Dunki' Shoot
Press Trust Of India

Sonamarg : Superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan on Tuesday began 
a three-day shoot for his up-
coming film "Dunki" in the 
Kashmir Valley.

The shoot started with 
a song sequence at a pic-
turesque tourist resort in 
Sonamarg, sources familiar 
with the production said.

The movie, which was 
announced in April 2022, 
marks Khan's first collabora-
tion with director Rajkumar 
Hirani as well as actor 

Taapsee Pannu.
"Khan arrived in Kashmir 

on Monday and straight-
away went to Sonamarg. The 
shooting for a song sequence 
began in Thajwas area of 
Sonamarg this morning. The 
song is being choreographed 
by ace choreographer Ganesh 
Acharya," the source said.

According to the insiders, 
Hirani and his team scouted 
the locations at the tourist 
resort in central Kashmir's 
Ganderbal district last week.

They said the Sonamarg 
leg of the shoot More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The construction 
work on the Banihal bypass 
along the strategic Jammu-
Srinagar national highway is in 
full swing and likely to be com-
pleted by the end of this year, 
officials said on Tuesday.

The completion of the Rs 
224 crore four-lane Banihal 
bypass project will come as a 
major relief to the commut-
ers as well as the residents of 
the congested highway town 
where massive traffic snarls 
are an everyday issue.

“The work is in full swing 
and we are hopeful of complet-
ing the project within the set 

timeline (January 2024). Out of 
53 foundations (for the viaduct), 
only a dozen are now left (at 
Kharpora),” the project manager 
of RABCC, Sujay Pal told PTI.

MG Contractors Pvt Ltd took 
over the project from RAMKY 
Infrastructure Pvt Ltd in 2019 
but the work only started in 
2021 after the court settled the 
issue of compensation of land-
owners in Kharpora section of 
Banihal bypass.

RAMKY had got the contract 
in 2010 but it failed to start 
the work and later NHAI black-
listed the company in 2017 and 
tendered Banihal bypass afresh.

“Every project is a challenge 
for us. The work More on P6

Day 5 Of Poonch Attack

Special Forces, NSG Intensify 
Hot Pursuit Of Militants
Press Trust of India

Jammu: Around 50 people, in-
cluding 14 over ground work-
ers, have been detained for 
questioning so far as a mas-
sive operation to track down 
the militants involved in the 
deadly attack on an Army 
truck in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Poonch district entered the 
fifth day on Tuesday.

Five Army personnel 
were killed and another was 

seriously injured after their 
vehicle caught fire following 
the militant attack in Poonch 
on Thursday.

The massive search and 
combing operation is going 
on in Bhata Dhurian-Tota Gali 
and neighbouring areas to 
hunt down the militants in-
volved in the attack.

The special forces and NSG 
are also engaged in the opera-
tion in the dense forest areas, 
official sources More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a significant 
move, the Director of School 
Education Kashmir (DSEK) on 
Tuesday directed all the private 
schools functioning on state 
land to ‘compulsorily’ admit 25 
percent of students from weak-
er sections of their catchment 
areas by properly publicizing 
the admission.

The department also sought 
a list of all private schools run-
ning their operations from gov-
ernment land.

In a communiqué to Chief 
Education Officers (CEOs), the 
DSEK has asked them to imple-
ment free and compulsory edu-
cation to children from weaker 
and disadvantaged sections by 
private unaided schools under 
section 12 (1) C of RTE Act 2009.

DSEK said that RTE, Act 
Section 12 (1) C envisages that 
all private unaided schools 
have the responsibility to dis-
pense and provide free educa-
tion to children from weaker 

and disadvantaged sections 
and admit at least one-fourth 
that is 25 percent of the total 
strength of class-I or pre-school 
education.

“All those private schools which 
are functioning on state land 
shall compulsorily admit the 25 
percent of students from weaker 
section of their catchment area by 
properly publicizing the admis-
sion,” reads the communiqué

Besides it, the Director has 

also requested all the CEOs to 
immediately furnish the list of 
all Private schools functioning 
on the state land immediately.

Pertinently, the section 12 (1) 
(c) of the RTE Act, 2009 fixes the 
responsibility of private unaided 
schools to provide free and com-
pulsory education to children 
from weaker and disadvantaged 
sections by admitting at least 
one- fourth of the total strength 
of class I or pre-school education.

Asking the officers of his administration to follow their 
conscience and not to be a ‘yes man’, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said that the 

transparent selection procedure in the Union Territory was enabling 
his government to recruit the best and transform the work culture. 
“You don't have to be a Yes Man but do what your conscience tells you 

and keep the interest of the public above everything. Remember, behind 
every file on your table, there are hopes & dreams of thousands of 
people. Think about the last person in queue while formulating policies,” 
Sinha said. He made these remarks after handing over appointment 
orders to newly inducted recruits of J&K Administrative Service, J&K 
Police Service and J&K Accounts Service, at Convention More on P6

ALL THOSE PRIVATE SCHOOLS WHICH ARE 
FUNCTIONING ON STATE LAND shall compulsorily admit 
the 25 percent of students from weaker section of their 

catchment area by properly publicizing the admission.” 
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SAD DEMISE

With profound grief and sorrow, Sad demise of Imran 
Wani, alias Imran Ghazali, who passed away on 24th 
April 2023.
 In this regard, his Fateh Khawani will be held on 
Thursday, 27th April 2023 at 10 AM. Ancestral Gravyard 
Banpora Nowgam

Bereaved Family
9419017713 (Gh Ahmad Wani / Father)

7006611298 (Adil Wani / Brother)
8494000900 (Burhan Hussainii / Friend) 

x

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have applied for the issuance of D Class Contractor Card . If 
anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the office of the Superintending Engineer 
(R&B)  Circle Baramulla within a  period of seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall 
be entertained.  
Name Amina Begum 
W/o Showkat Ahmad Dar 	 fko
R/o Ghat Palhallan 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the RC of my vehicle bearing Regd No; JK05G0968 
. Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office of the Police Station Palhalan within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Tanveer Sultan S/o  Mohammad Sultan Mala 
R/O Raipora Palhalan Pattan		  fko 

bb

Government of UT of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL 
SUPERINTENDENT ASYM DISTRICT

HOSPITAL BUDGAM
Email ID: Medsupdhb@gmail.com

NOTICE
It is to inform all the firms who participated the auction of Junk under NIT no:- DHB/1315-18 dated:- 
27/02/2023 stands cancelled, however the CDR’s submitted by the concerned will be returned back. 
If the concerned firms are registered on Gem portal they can also participate for the same through 
Gem portal.

 SD/-
 Medical Superintendent,

 ASYM District Hospital  Budgam.No:- DHB/2023/118-21
DIPK-688/23 	 Dated:- 25/04/2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Department Of Public 
Health Engineering Srinagar Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Sopore

Land Mark Iqbal Market Sopore Phone No/Fax: 01954 - 222482 E.Mail: phesopore@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM
Sub.:- Extension of date.
Ref:- 1. This office E-NIT No. RFP Reference No. 59/PHE/JSD/SPR of 03/2023, dt: 28-03-2023. 2.This 
office 3rd extension issued under No.PHE/Spr/671-80, dt: 17-04-2023.
The end date for submission of tenders for the work tendered vide above mentioned Ref No. which 
was scheduled on 24-04-2023 is hereby extended upto 29-04-2023 (4:00pm) and shall be opened 
on 01-05-2023 (1:30pm).

Sd/-
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Sopore

No: PHE/Spr/844-53 
DIPK-699/23 	 Dated:-25-04-2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti 
(PHE) Mechanical Division (North) Sopore

****************

Sub:	 Changes in time of completion.

Ref:	 This office E-NIT No. PHE/MDNS/NIT/E-04 of 2022-23, issued under No. PHE/MDNS/
DB/274-86, dated: 19-04-2023.
 		  Due to typographical error the “Time of Completion” is written as “180 Days” 
which shall be read as “90 Days”.
 		  All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
No.: PHE/MDNS/DB/303-05
DIPK-716/23 	 Dated: 25-04-2023 Sd/-

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division (North) Sopore

INF

Government of Jammu and Kashmir 

Office of the Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti) 
Irrigation Division Pulwama.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT NO. (06) OF 2023-24 (e-Tendering)

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K U.T, e-Tenders are invited on percentage rate basis from approved and eligible Con-
tractors registered with J&K U.T.  for the following work.
S. No. Name of work Adv. Cost In 

Lakhs
Cost of 
Tender Doc. 
In Rs.

Earnest 
Money in. 
Rs.

T.O.C Class of 
Contract

Head of 
Account

1 Restoration of Breached spot on old renzipora 
minor taking of at RD 11500 m from main canal 
KLIS by way of cement concrete lining wall and 
bed treatment.

1.76 200 3520 15- Days DEE 2701-M&R

2 Construction of Lining wall on Boogi Khul at 
Hardpora near Primary School.

1.39 200 2780 15- Days DEE 2702-M&R

3 Clearance of intake cum sump and intake chan-
nel LIS Koil stage 1st at larkipora.

1.13 200 2260 15- Days DEE 2701-M&R

4 Construction of Lining wal and foot crossing at 
takiya pulwama on Bud khul.

1.18 200 2360 15- Days DEE 2702-M&R

5 Construction of foundation block for drought 
pump station of LIS Tokina.

0.96 200 1920 15- Days DEE 2702-M&R

Position of funds= Budgetary Provision.
Position of T/s= Accorded.	
Position of AAA= Accorded vide SE’S No. SE/HYD/SPN/DB/05 & 06 of 4-2023-24 dated 19-04-2023. 
1.	 The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, Drawings, Set of terms and conditions and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the 
departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

01 Date of issue of Tender Notice                          24-04-2023 (06.00 pm)
02 Date of start of downloading.                          24-04-2023 (06.00 pm)
03 Bid submission start date Technical/ Financial.                           24-04-2023 (06.00 pm)
04 Bid submission end date.                           08-05-2023 (04.00 pm)
05 Date & Time of opening of Bids (online).                         09-05-2023 (10.00 am)

2.	 Bids must be accompanied with proof of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury 
receipt/e-challan under (MH: 0702-PWD Remittance) in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Divi-
sion Pulwama (tender inviting authority), and Earnest Money/ Bid Security in shape of CDR/ FDR 
from any schedule or nationalized bank pledged to Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama 
(Tender Receiving Authority).
3.	 The date and time of opening of Technical Bids shall be notified on departmental web-
site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on 
their e-mail address. The Financial Bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same web 
site in the office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama (Tender Receiving Authority).
4. The bid for the work shall remain valid for period of 90 days from the date of opening of bid
5.	 Bidders are advised to use the (My Documents)area in their user on www.j&ktenders.gov.
in portal to store, the required documents as given below:
a.	 GST, Adhaar Card, 16- Digit Bank Account No. and  PAN No.
b.	 Registration card with the latest renewal.
c.	 Treasury challan (0702)
d.	 Scanned copy of EMD.
e.	 Card verification letter.
f.	 Registered mobile number and E-mail ID in the shape of Bidders address form.
g.	 BOQ.
h.	 Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of GST returns of previous quarter.
i.	 Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of Income Tax returns of Previous financial year.
j.	 Valid Registration certificate issued by Assistant Commissioner Labour Department.
6.	 The earnest money shall be forfeited if:-
a.	 Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes 
any modification in terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 7 Days after fixation of contract.
7.	 Instruction to bidders regarding e-Tendering process:-
6.1.	 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option 
as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on web site www.jktenders.gov.in acquaint bid submission 
process.
6.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get “Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)” as per 
information Technology Act, 2000. Bidders can get Digital Certificate from any approved vendor.
6.3.	 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. 
No financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
6.4.	 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para- 3.
6.5.	 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
Note:- Scan all the documents on 100dpi with black & white option.
8. The Department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
9.	 Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury receipt/e-challan under 
(MH: 0702-PWD Remittance) in favour of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama and 
Earnest Money/ Bid Security in shape of CDR/ FDR as applicable pledged to Executive Engineer 
Irrigation Division Pulwama must be uploaded with the technical documents of the bid.
10.	 Price Escalation and Taxes:- The item wise cost/ offer be quoted by the bidder entirely 
in Indian Rupees and the rates quoted shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes till 
completion of work, unless otherwise specified. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the 
bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.
11.	 Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on e-Tendering portal to 
store such documents as are required.
12.	 Instructions to Bidder (ITB):-
a.	 All bidders shall upload the following information and documents with their Bids GST 
No., PAN, Contact No., E-mail ID , Registration Card duly renewed for the current year & card verifica-
tion certificate from the issuing authority, Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of GST returns of 
previous quarter and  Income Tax returns of Previous financial year.
11.1	 The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work 
and its surroundings before submission of bid.
13.	 If the bidder does not quote rate for any item of the rate List/ Quantity Schedule, cost 
of such item/ items shall be deemed to be part of the overall/ total contract value. No rate shall be 
allowed for such item/ items in the allotment of contract.
No.: PID/CS/402-26.					                               Sd/-
DIPK-740/23 	 Dated:25-04-2023.	   	                   Executive Engineer,

                            Irrigation Division Pulwama.

New Injectable Cell Therapy To Treat Osteoarthritis Developed
Press Trust Of India
 

Scientists have developed a new 
injectable cell therapy to treat 
osteoarthritis that they say re-
duces inflammation and also 

regenerates the cartilage.
Osteoarthritis affects over 520 mil-

lion people worldwide who deal with 
pain and inflammation. It is typically in-
duced by mechanical or traumatic stress 
in the joint, leading to damaged cartilage 
that cannot be repaired naturally.

"We studied what goes wrong in 
osteoarthritic joints, compared these 
processes to functional environments, 
and used this information to develop 
an immunotherapy cell treatment," 
said lead author Johanna Bolander of 
Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative 
Medicine (WFIRM) in the US.

Osteoarthritis is a disease of the 
joint system. The joint includes a sy-
novial membrane a connective tissue 
that lines the inner surface of the joint. 
The membrane functions to protect 
the joint and secretes a lubricating flu-
id filled with cell elements needed to 
maintain a healthy environment and 
to provide friction free movement.

In healthy joints when an injury 
occurs, the body recruits an army of 
inflammatory cells and sends them to 
the injury site to contribute to cleaning 
of the damaged tissues.

However, in the osteoarthritic 
joint, a traumatic injury leads to in-
flammation of the synovial membrane 
and cartilage damage.

"With time, the inflammation 
worsens, leading to degradation of the 
cartilage lining the joint bones and 
chronic inflammation in the surround-
ing tissues. For patients, this causes 
severe pain, swelling and often limits 
daily activities," said study co-author 

Gary Poehling, an orthopedic surgeon 
at Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist.

The study, published in the journal 
Science Advances, set out to investi-
gate what is taking place in the osteo-
arthritic joint environment that keeps 
the healing process from happening.

The team isolated cells from the 
joint fluid of osteoarthritic patients, 
separated the cells from the fluid and 
investigated them alone, but also in 
the presence of the autologous fluid.

Separated from the fluid, they saw 
that the cells had the ability to under-

go processes required for functional 
tissue repair.

When they added a small per-
centage of the fluid back into the cell 
culture assay, the cells' abilities were 
impaired they couldn't do their job 
suggesting that the specific osteoar-
thritic environment stops them.

Based on these findings and what 
is known about functional tissue re-

pair, a cell therapy was designed that 
can overcome the inflammatory envi-
ronment and also regenerate cartilage.

"Cartilage activated immune cells 
that target inflammation, combined 
with progenitor cells aid tissue regen-
eration," said Anthony Atala, senior 
author and director of WFIRM.

"It's really a dynamic communica-
tion between these two cell popula-
tions that are crucial for the efficacy of 
the treatment," Atala said.

The combination of cells leads to 
simultaneous treatment of several of 
the aspects involved in osteoarthritis: 
synovial inflammation, cartilage degra-
dation, subchondral bone sclerosis and 
innervation of pain sensory neurons.

The therapy was tested in a pre-
clinical model and was found to have 
the ability to reverse cartilage damage 
in the synovial membrane and dimin-
ish the inflammation as well.

To evaluate clinical efficacy, a 
compassionate use study was con-
ducted in nine patients with con-
firmed osteoarthritis who each re-
ceived one or two injections.

Efficacy was evaluated through 
scoring of pain and functional living, 
MRI scans pre- and post-treatment and 
a biopsy from one patient was obtained.

Once treated, the patients experi-
enced improved quality of life, ability 
to participate in recreational activities, 
and reduced pain, the researchers said.

Additionally, MRI studies 
confirmed cartilage regenera-
tion, they added.

With time, the 
inflammation 
worsens, leading 
to degradation of 
the cartilage lining 
the joint bones and 
chronic inflammation 
in the surrounding 
tissues. For patients, 
this causes severe 
pain, swelling and 
often limits daily 
activities

INF
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4 :19

ZUHR	 12:29

ASR	 5: 15

Magrib	 7:14
ISHA	 8: 41

•	 1514- Copernicus makes his 1st observations of Saturn
•	 1755- 1st Russian university opens (Moscow)
•	  1803 Meteorites fall in L'Aigle, France
•	 1803- Meteorites fall in L'Aigle, France
•	 1828- Russia declares war on Turkey to support 

Greece's independence
•	 1865 - Battle of Durham Station, NC (Greensboro)
•	 1865 - Battle of Ft Tobacco, VA
•	 1904 - Bell Telephone Company of Antwerp Belgium 

forms
•	 1915- Italy secretly signes Pact of London with Britain, 

France & Russia
•	 1920 - Harlow Shapley and Heber D. Curtis hold "great 

debate" on the nature of nebulae, galaxies and size 
of the universe at US National Academy of Sciences, 
Washington, D.C.

•	 1926- Germany & Russia sign neutrality/peace treaty
•	 1928- Madame Tussaud's waxwork exhibition opens 

in London
•	 1929- 1st non-stop England to India flight lands
•	 1942- Coal mine explosion kills 1,549 at Honkeiko 

Manchuria
•	 1944 - Papandreou government in Greece forms
•	 1945- World War II: Battle of Bautzen - last successful 

German tank-offensive of the war and last noteworthy 
victory of the Wehrmacht.

•	 1954 - Nationwide test of Salk anti-polio vaccine 
begins

•	 1956- First modern container ship, the Ideal X, leaves 
Port Newark, New Jersey for Houston, Texas

•	 1959- Cuba invades Panama
•	 1961- French paratroopers' revolt suppressed in 

Algeria
•	 1962- Ariel 1 Launch (1st UK Satellite)
•	 1962- US/UK launch Ariel; 1st international payload
•	 1964 - Tanganyika & Zanzibar form The United 

Republic of Tanganyika & Zanzibar

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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From KO Archives

Sayeed, Mangat Clash 
At Cabinet Meeting
Observer News Service

JAMMU - Deputy Chief Minister Mangat Ram Sharma 
snubbed Chief Minister Mufti Mohammed Sayeed at a 
cabinet meeting here Tuesday, telling him he was not 
a "headmaster" who could dictate terms to his seniors 

in politics.
Sharma walked out of the cabinet meeting in a huff, the 

second time he has done so in the past 16 months. He later flew to 
New Delhi, telling reporters he would apprise the Congress party 
leadership about Sayeed's "dictatorial behaviour".

Cabinet meeting was later postponed to April 22.
On Jan 24, almost in similar circumstances, Sharma walked 

out of a cabinet meeting on being overruled on the appointment 
of Kashmir's senior most Indian Administrative Service officer 
KB. Pillni as chairman of the State Public Service Commission.

Ultimately, Sharma had to relent and reconcile to the choice 
of the chief minister.

Tuesday's walkout followed a verbal duel between the two 
over the use of 'improper' language by Sharma while conversing 
with Chief Secretary Sudhir S Bellorla.

The meeting was to discuss a major administrative and 
police reshuffle in the state.

Sayeed termed Sharma’s conversation with the chief secre-
tary as 'improper.'

"You should not use such language with the chief secretary," 
Sayeed told Sharma in the presence of the entire cabinet and 
some top officials

Sharma allegedly told Belloria 'kar do Jl' (do it) instead of 
'kar deejlye' while marking the agenda for the day.

Sayeed corrected him in front of the cabinet after which the 
deputy chief minister replied that he did not have to be (taught 
how to deal with the bureaucracy.

Sharma told Sayeed: "I am senior to you in politics by 11 
years. You cannot treat me like a headmaster, and I am leaving."

Sharma then burst out of the meeting Sayeed, the sources 
said, rubbed salt into Sharma's wounds by saying: "If you want 
t0 go, no one is going to stop you." He suggested that Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi should be informed about this incident. 
Chief Minister was quoted as saying. “How can the govt run 
amid this indiscipline?”

 (Kashmir Observer, 26 April, 2005)

Special puja oragnized at Shankaracharya Temple in Srinagar on the occasion of 
Shankaracharya Jayanti on Tuesday, KO Photo Abid Bhat

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MUFFASIL R&B DIVISION BUDGAM

   NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER 
Single Cover

NIT No:07/MDB /2023-24/651-71   DATED: 25/04/2023.

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are being invited on a percentage basis (as applicable) from approved 
and eligible Contractors registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the 
following works:
S. 
No

Name of Work Adv. 
Cost
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of 
T/Doc.

(In Ru-
pees )

Earnest 
money CDR/
FDR/BG (Rs)

Time of
Comple-
tion  
(days)

Class of
Contractor

Major 
Head 
of ac-
count

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. Improvements/Upgradation of Shoolipora to 
Lassipora road by way of Providing and Laying of 
WBM G-II, 75mm thick compacted wet mix, 50mm 
thick compacted bituminous macadam and 25mm 
thick compacted semidense with 6mm thick seal 
coat.

79.07 1600.00 158140/- 25 AAY C&T

2 Improvements/Upgradation of Budgam Ichigam 
road by way of Providing and Laying of   50mm thick 
compacted bituminous macadam and 25mm thick 
compacted semidense with 6mm thick seal coat.

79.18 1600.00 158360/- 25 AAY C&T

3 Improvements/Upgradation of Humhama ITI link, 
Jamia Masjid Link, Baghi Khalwat Link and Dar Link by 
way of Providing and Laying of  GSB, WBM G-II,  75mm 
thick compacted wet mix, 50mm thick compacted 
bituminous macadam and 25mm thick compacted 
semidense with 6mm thick seal coat.

79.12 1600.00 158240/- 25 AAY C&T

4 Improvements/Upgradation of Inner links at 
Nassrullahpora Jamia Masjid Mir Mohalla upto GMS 
Nassrullahpora Panchayat Link, PHC Nassrullahpora, 
Greveyard link by way of Providing and Laying of WBM 
G-II, 75mm thick compacted wet mix, 50mm thick 
compacted bituminous macadam and 25mm thick 
compacted semidense with 6mm thick seal coat.

34.62 1100.00 69240/- 15 AAY/BEE C&T

5 Improvements/Upgradation Inner links Ompora by 
way of Providing and Laying of GSB, WBM G-II, 75mm 
thick compacted wet mix, 50mm thick compacted 
bituminous macadam and 25mm thick compacted 
semidense with 6mm thick seal coat.

49.45 1100.00 98900/- 20 AAY/BEE C&T

Project Authority:	  Chief Engineer, PWD (R&B) Kashmir
Position of AAA:	 Accorded
Position of TS:          	 Accorded

1.	 The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, 
a bill of quantities (B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the 
departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed below: -

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 25/04/2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 25/04/2023
3 Bid submission Start Date 25/04/2023
4 Bid Submission End Date 08/05/2023  upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) (Tech. Bids)  09/05/2023 11.00 AM in the office of 

Executive Engineer R&B Division Budgam
										        
	 Sd/-
            		     Executive Engineer
No: 651-71	  	    	           	         	    Muffasil (R&B) Division Budgam.
DIPK-725/23 	 Dt:   25.04.2023

Shankaracharya Jayanti Celebrated 
In Srinagar With Fervor
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kash-
mir summer capital celebrated 
Shankaracharya Jayanti with 
religious fervor on Tuesday with 
a large number of devotees offer-
ing prayers at the Shankaracha-
rya Temple here.

The Jayanti marks the birth 
anniversary of eighth century 
Vedic scholar Adi Shankara.

Several spiritual leaders, 
saints and people from different 
parts of the valley gathered at the 
Shankaracharya Temple atop 
Zabarwan hills here to perform 
a 'puja'.

Mahamandaleshwar Swami 
Vishwatmanand Saraswati from 
Sunderbani Ashram of Jammu 
and Kashmir's Rajouri district 
offered his prayers at the temple 
along with other saints from 
across the country.

Rohit Raina, a Kashmiri 
Pandit who visited the temple 
from north Kashmir's Baramulla 
district, said he was delighted to 
attend the 'havan' performed by 
Kanchi Mutt members in honour 
of Adi Shankara.

Raina said he appreciated 
that despite the tension in the 
valley, such religious events 
went smoothly.

Swami Saraswati told PTI 
that special prayers were aimed 
at fostering a sense of brother-
hood and love among the people 
in the valley.

"Many programs have been 
organized to mark Shankaracha-
rya Jayanti. A rally will be held 
from Lal Chowk to Tagore Bha-
wan," he added.

DC Srinagar 
Greets Devotees

Srinagar: The Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Mo-
hammad Aijaz Asad today 

paid a visit to Shankaracharya 
Temple  on the top of Zabarwan 
hills to extend warm greetings 
to the devotees on the eve of 
Shankaracharya Jayanti mark-
ing the birth of Adi Shankara ji, 
an 8th century Indian philoso-
pher and theologian.

On the occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner was accompanied 
by members of the Dharmarth 
Trust and other functionaries of 
Shankaracharya Temple Man-
agement Committee.

 While extending warm 
greetings on the occasion, the 
DC expressed hope that this 

day would contribute towards 
strengthening brotherhood, 
unity, harmony and would be a 
harbinger of peace, progress and 
prosperity in J&K in general and 
in District Srinagar in particular.

 The Management of Shan-
karacharya Temple and the 
devotees present on the occa-
sion expressed satisfaction over 
the arrangements and conveyed 
their gratitude to the Deputy 
Commissioner in this regard.

 During the visit, the DC also 
inspected the Langar and other 
arrangements made by the Dis-
trict Administration Srinagar 
for the devotees including Wa-
ter supply, electricity, smooth 
transport facility, etc.

3 Held For Assaulting 2 
Youth In Eidgah: Police
Majid Nabi

Srinagar: Police on Tuesday 
claimed to have arrested 
three persons for severely 
beating and injuring two 
youth at Eidgah Park in the 
old city.

Police identified the trio 
as Ahrar Sidiq Najar, Atif 
Zaffar Wani and Haseeb Ah-
mad Mir of Wanganpora Ei-
dgah and a formal case was 
registered at police station 
Safa Kadal in this regard.

Srinagar police in a tweet 
said that two youth were 
roughed up by three persons in 
Eidgah Park and all the three 
accused have been arrested.

Weapon of offense, which 
was used during the commis-
sion of crime has also been 
recovered by the police and 
investigation set into motion.

 “02 boys in Eidgah Park 
were severely beaten & in-
jured by some persons today, 
03 accused persons namely 1. 
Ahrar Sidiq Najar 2. Atif Zaf-
far Wani 3. Haseeb Ahmad 
Mir, all from Wanganpora 
are arrested by police teams. 
FIR registered in Safakadal 
PS, weapon of offence also 
recovered,” Srinagar Police 
said in a tweet.

Police Solves 
Hit-And-Run 
Case, 3 Held

Srinagar: Police on Tues-
day arrested all the three 
youth in a hit-and-run 

case in which a lady was hit 
and critically injured at Haz-
ratbal area in Srinagar.

Police said the accused 
were arrested after hectic 
efforts in which the CCTV 
footage of the incident played 
a pivotal role.

The trio was arrested 
by the Nigeen police station 
on the basis of information 
provided by citizens after the 
accused badly hit and injured 
a lady. Bike, police said, has 
also been seized and further 
investigation into the case 
is on.

" On the basis of informa-
tion provided by vigilant citi-
zen, All the 3 boys involved in 
hit and run case in hazratbal 
area arrested by Nigeen PS. 
Bike that caused accident also 
seized. They had badly hit & 
injured a lady. CCTV footage 
played a huge role in the in-
vestigation,” Srinagar police 
said in a tweet.

Power Shutdown Announced 
In Parts Of Srinagar
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Power Controller 
Kashmir has informed that, 
the power supply to Receiv-
ing Stations Rajbagh, TRC, 
Shalimar, Harwan, Nishat, 
Brian, BB Cant and Sonwar 
shall remain affected due 
to preventive maintenance 
works of 33 Kv Lines on April 
26 and May 3 from 10.00 am 
to 4pm.

It also informed that the 
power supply to Receiving 
Stations Peerbagh, Airforce, 
STC BSF, Rangreth, Wanbal, 
Doodh Ganga and JAKLI 
shall remain affected due to 
Augmentation of 33 Kv Lines 
on April 27 and 30 from 10.00 
am to 5 pm.

Similarly, in order to 
replace the 11 Kv Panel the 
power supply to receiving 
stations Wanganpora and 

Safakadal shall remain af-
fected on April 26 from 09 am 
to 5 pm.

Likewise, the power 
supply to receiving stations 
of Cement Plants Khyber, 
Saifco and TCI Max shall 
remain affected on 26th, 29th 
April and 2nd May from 10 
am to 6 pm.

Similarly, the power 
supply to receiving stations 
Balhama, Wuyan, TCI Old, 
Chinar Flour Mills shall 
remain affected on 26 and 30 
April from 10.30 am to 5 pm.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to the receiving station 
Kathidarwaza shall remain 
affected on 2nd May from 
10.30 am to 5 pm.

Similarly, the power 
supply to the receiving sta-
tion Rajbagh shall remain 
affected 28 April from 11 am 
to 5 pm.

Uri Man 
Found Hanging At 
Tulsi Bagh
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A domestic 
help was found hang-
ing in Tulsi Bagh area 
of Srinagar on Tuesday, 
police said.

Police have taken 
cognizance of the case 
and taken up the inves-
tigation. A police official 
said that a man hailing 
from Uri Baramulla and 
was working as a do-
mestic help in the house 
of a lawyer was found 
hanging in a room of a 
government quarter.

He said police are 
investigating the rea-
sons behind taking such 
an extreme step by the 
deceased.

NIT Srinagar Accords Warm 
Send-Off To Dr Rakesh Sehgal
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A mega fare-
well function was orga-
nized at National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar on Tuesday for 
outgoing Director Prof. 
(Dr.) Rakesh Sehgal, who 
completed his 5 years and 
5-month tenure.

 Prof. Sehgal joined as 
Director NIT Srinagar in 
November 2017. During 
his tenure NIT Srinagar 
achieved many mile-
stones including improve-
ment in NIRF rankings 
from 239th rank in 2019 
and 66th rank in 2022.

During the function, 
speakers praised Prof. 
Sehgal for his legacy 
and stated that he will 

always be remembered 
for his vast contribution 
at NIT Srinagar. In his 
farewell speech, Director 
NIT Srinagar Prof. Seh-
gal thanked teaching and 
non-teaching staff and col-
leagues for organizing the 
grand farewell for him.

He said landing in 
Kashmir was one of the 
most difficult decisions he 
had ever made in his life. 
It was the toughest deci-
sion and with the grace of 
Almighty I tried my best 
to do justice to it.

“After convincing my 
family, I got full support 
at NIT Srinagar from all of 
my colleagues. I never felt 
that I am outside my home 
and Kashmir is like my 
second home,” he said.

Child Protection Specialist Dr Ziba Vaghri 
Delivers Special Lecture At KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar:  Dr Ziba 
Vaghri, an acclaimed ex-
pert on child protection 
and development, deliv-
ered a special extension 
lecture on ‘Role of Child 
Protection in Fulfilling 
Children’s Rights’ at the 
University of Kashmir 
on Tuesday.

Dr Ziba, an alumnus of 
the KU’s Institute of Home 
Science, is presently Asso-
ciate Professor at Universi-
ty of New Brunswick, Saint 
Johan, Canada.

KU Vice-Chancellor 

Prof Nilofer Khan pre-
sided over the lecture ses-
sion, which was attended 
by students of the Insti-
tute of Home Science and 
the School of Law.

In her presidential 
remarks, Prof Nilofer em-
phasized on “right devel-
opment” of children from 
their early childhood.

She said young stu-
dents have a role to 
play beyond academics 
to serve the society by 
raising community-level 
awareness on the impor-
tance of child protection 
and development.

Saying that Dr Ziba’s 
lecture is an opportunity 
for the University to de-
velop a strong alumni con-
nection, the VC said that 
young students should 
draw inspiration from 
works of the invited speak-
er and develop the quest for 
learning from rich experi-
ences of scholars of repute.

Referring to interna-
tionalization of higher 
education in the country, 
the VC said the Univer-
sity will explore how best 
it can work with experts 
like Dr Ziba in the area of 
child protection. 



...

...

4Srinagar | Wednesday | 26-04-2023

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of  Kashmir Observer LLP  |   Printed at: K.T Press Pvt. Ltd  120-Electronic Complex, Industrial Estate, Rangreth-Budgam
Published from:  5-Boulevard Srinagar J&K   |  Editor: Sajjad Haider   |  RNI Registration No: 69503/98   |    Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16  |   Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja   

Switchboard: (0194) 2502327  | +91 1947969705  |   Editorial: (0194) 2502327   | Email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

Let Mideast Peace 
Inspire South Asia

The world is witnessing a significant shift in glob-
al power dynamics, with China's influence on the 
rise while the United States' dominance continu-
ing to wane. China's recent offer to mediate peace 

talks between Israel and Palestine is just one example of 
its growing role in regional diplomacy and global lead-
ership. As the United States' involvement in conflicts 
such as the Iraq and Afghanistan wars has led to more 
conflict than solutions, China's approach of encouraging 
dialogue and cooperation may prove more effective in ad-
dressing longstanding rivalries in Middle East.

If anything, China’s sudden proactive effort to bro-
ker solution to entrenched conflicts reveals its ambition 
to position itself as a global peacemaker, a role tradition-
ally reserved for the United States. The Gulf countries 
are recognizing that the United States may no longer be 
the most reliable security guarantor, and they are trying 
to diversify their portfolio of external partners, which 
has enhanced the geopolitical agency of the regional 
countries. With China expanding its footprint in the re-
gion, the unilateral dependency on the US diminishes.

China's recent diplomatic offensive in brokering the 
restoration of ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia shows 
clearly that it is becoming much more than an economic 
powerhouse and is adopting a more proactive foreign 
policy. The launch of the Chinese Global Security Initia-
tive further highlights China's efforts to rebrand its in-
ternational role as a responsible and great power.

China's rising position as a global leader is evident 
by the huge influx of state leaders lining up to meet Pre-
mier Xi Jinping. Leaders from Spain, France, Singapore, 
Malaysia, and the European Union have all met with the 
Chinese leader, despite Beijing's unwavering support 
for Russia. China's renewed influence in the Gulf has 
not gone unnoticed, and it has been recognized by the 
UK-based thinktank Chatham House in a recent report.

China's offer to mediate peace talks between Israel 
and Palestine is a testament to its growing influence 
and potential as a global leader. Its diplomatic efforts to 
resolve regional conflicts are expected to be more effec-
tive in achieving long-term peace than the involvement 
of the United States as a global policeman. The peace 
that follows a China-mediated productive engagement 
among the estranged Gulf countries could potentially 
lead to stronger ties and cooperation among them, estab-
lishing Beijing as a global peacemaker.

As China's influence continues to rise, the world can 
expect to see a shift in the global power structure, with 
China playing a more significant role in regional diplo-
macy and global leadership. The United States must 
adapt to this changing landscape and find ways to work 
collaboratively with China to achieve common goals, in-
cluding peace and stability in the Middle East. In South 
Asia, we should try and emulate the West Asia peace ef-
fort. This alone will guarantee regional prosperity and, of 
course, connectivity in a region where almost one-fourth 
of the global population lives.  At the same time, if China’s 
wants to be taken seriously as a global peacemaker, it has 
to try and mend fences with India, cease aggression and 
seriously address the lingering border issue.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Blue ticks not 
special anymore
Crossed out

S
ir — Is it a mere coincidence that the blue ticks sig-
nifying ‘verified’ Twitter accounts started to disap-
pear from the social media platform hours after Elon 
Musk’s spaceship went up in flames? Musk is known 

to be impulsive and petty — he once fired a Twitter employ-
ee after buying the company because the latter had criti-
cised the technocrat. He is living proof of the Harvard study 
which revealed that most male business leaders are afflicted 
by hubris, which they mask as charisma. But Musk has got 
one thing wrong. By monetising the blue tick, he has actu-
ally ended up reducing its value. Since blue ticks became 
available in exchange for money, hundreds of thousands of 
accounts now carry the mark. They are now a dime a dozen 
and not worth bothering with.
Counterview

Sir — Founded by one of the most illustrious sons of India, 
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, Visva-Bharati does not re-
quire the glory of an individual to spread its ideological motto 
of universal humanism or vasudhaiva kutumbakam. Unfortu-
nately, in West Bengal, the self-proclaimed moral custodians 
of bangaliana tend to privilege an individual at the cost of a 
great institution like Visva-Bharati. Despite having experi-
enced the outcome of complacency, Bengalis appear to have 
conveniently forgotten the fact that Bengal was hailed during 
the nationalist phase as a harbinger of politically and ideologi-
cally innovative and inspiring models for humanity. The rea-
sons for this decadence are plenty: some of them can be located 
in the desire to fulfil partisan interests by those who matter in 
decision-making, leading to individual interests being priori-
tised over those of the state and institutions that made Bengal 
proud not so many decades ago.

Arghya Sengupta (“Fall from grace”, April 20) appears 
to have been annoyed with the Visva-Bharati administra-
tion in view of the strong steps taken to recover illegally-
occupied land. Let me acquaint the readers with some basic 
facts that are relevant to the issue at hand. Visva-Bharati 
had 1,134 acres of land, which it acquired over time out of 
donations by philanthropists and through purchase by the 
institution. When the new administration took over in 2018, 
I was told that the landsharks have already grabbed 77 acres 
of Visva-Bharati’s land. 

Telegraph India

Wednesday  | 26-04-2023 Lost Peace Process
The late S K Lambah's book, which discusses the promising peace 

process between India and Pakistan during 2003-07, leaves one with a 
sense of regret for what could have been accomplished

RIYAZ WANI

I
n his book, ‘In Pursuit of 
Peace,’ the late Indian diplo-
mat S K Lambah provides a 
comprehensive account of the 

behind-the-scenes efforts to secure 
peace between India and Pakistan 
by resolving Kashmir, their decades 
old bone of contention. Lambah was 
a skilled diplomat who had access to 
all shades of political leaders in Pak-
istan. The "accord" reached by the 
two countries on Kashmir  aimed 
to make borders irrelevant without 
redrawing them, with key elements 
such as bus services between two 
parts of Kashmir already in play 
during Manmohan Singh's term as 
Prime Minister. However, this was 
not to be, and hostilities continue to 
dominate the relationship between 
India and Pakistan. Lambah's book 
documents the inability of diplo-
mats from both countries to reach a 
mutually beneficial agreement that 
would ultimately allow their people 
to live in harmony.

The book also highlights the 
possibilities for peace that pre-
sented themselves over the past 
quarter century, including the 
Delhi-Lahore bus service that 
began in 1999, the visit of Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee to 
Islamabad in 2004, General Pervez 
Musharraf's visit to India in 2005, 
and the near-reopening of con-
sulates in Mumbai and Karachi, 
among others. 

However, the current state of 
affairs is far from promising, with 
no direct flights, hardly any visas 
issued, and no bus or train ser-
vices between the two countries. 
Lambah notes that India-Pakistan 
hostilities have become an instru-
ment of political mobilization and 
that the painful memories of parti-
tion are being revived. He rightly 
points out that hate is the guiding 
political philosophy of both coun-
tries today, and as long as this re-
mains the case, no channel, front 
or back, will work.

Overall, "In Pursuit of Peace"  
offers a glimpse into the complex-
ity of the relationship between the 
two countries and the challenges 
that must be overcome to achieve 
lasting peace.

That said, Lambah’s book is 
the second on the promising 2003-
07 peace process between India and 
Pakistan. The first one was ‘Nei-
ther Hawk, Nor Dove’  written by 
the former Pakistan foreign min-
ister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri.  
That book also provides a detailed 
analysis of “the complex Pakistan-
US-Afghanistan-India quadrangu-
lar relationship”. 

Kasuri writes that by the time 
the former Pakistan president Per-
vez Musharraf was ousted from of-
fice, Pakistan and India had made 
progress on the last of the conten-
tious points of his four point settle-
ment formula for Kashmir which 
had brought the two countries tan-
talizingly close to a solution. This 
was about creating a joint consul-
tative mechanism between the di-
vided parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir. The two countries had agreed 
that such a mechanism would 

consist of a specified number of 
elected members from each of the 
two units. There was also an agree-
ment on “the principle of the pres-
ence of Pakistanis and Indians” 
in this mechanism. What was still 
under discussion was “the manner 
of the presence and association” 
of the two countries with the ar-

rangement. 
Kasuri believed that Paki-

stan’s relations with India “had 
impacted our national psyche and 
affected Pakistan’s foreign and 
security policies because of the 
distrust, suspicion and hostility 
between the two countries”. 

The four year engagement be-

tween the two nations was under-
pinned by a sustained back-chan-
nel contact, first between Tariq 
Aziz and Brijesh Mishra, then Aziz 
and J N Dixit - who allegedly first 
broached the idea  of an “out-of-
box-solution to Kashmir” to Ka-
suri – followed by the one between 
Aziz and Satinder Lambah.

What transpired during these 
years has since been told and re-
peated. The broad outlines of the 
contemplated solution – no bor-
der re-adjustment, demilitariza-
tion, self-governance, and joint 
mechanism - are now a common 
knowledge.  The book offered a 
new perspective by delving into 
greater depth and providing more 
comprehensive details than had 
previously been available.

For example, Pakistan had 
agreed to withdraw troops from the 
part of Kashmir controlled by it af-
ter India demanded a quid pro quo 
for doing the same on this side of 
the border. And the two countries 
had agreed to conclude an “agree-
ment within one year over reduc-
tion of troops and the process of 
demilitarization”.

Kasuri credited Pakistan for 
the progressive decline in militan-
cy in Kashmir during the period.  
According to him, Pakistan had 
set up centres to wean away mili-
tants through a process of DDR – 
De-radicalization, Disengagement 
and Rehabilitation.  

The rest is history. The agree-
ment could not be concluded. The 
lawyers’ agitation and Mush-
arraf’s slipping grip on power to-
wards the end of 2007 ensured that 
the agreement remained confined 
to non-papers. Then Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh’s expected 
visit to Pakistan  - first in 2006 and 
then in March and May 2008 - to 
sign the deal was indefinitely put 
off and never again seriously con-
templated. In August 2008, Mush-
arraf exited the scene and the 
backchannel couldn’t be sustain-
ably re-established since. 

The situation has consider-
ably transformed since, and al-
most in every sense: regionally 
in terms of the growing power 
disparity between India and Paki-
stan, and in J&K too, which has 
since been divested of its special 
status and downgraded into two 
federally controlled units, in oth-
er words, two union territories. 
This, in turn, has altered the com-
plexion of the Kashmir issue as 
we understood it. 

And if at all the two countries 
return to dialogue in the near or 
medium future, it seems hardly 
probable that they will revisit 
the Four Point Proposals. But 
should the two countries choose 
to go back to them as a broader 
framework for settlement,  they 
will need to adapt it to the new 
reality, But again, getting to that 
point won't be easy.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer 

The author is the Political Editor 
at Kashmir Observer 

T
he article, “Road accidents – 
A concerning trend” in Kash-
mir Observer, dated April 15, 
2023 was an eye-opener and 

the need of the hour. Road accidents 
are the most unwanted thing to hap-
pen, yet they happen almost every 
day on Indian roads.  As our cities 
grow in size and complexity, road ac-
cidents also grow in number.  A het-
erogeneous traffic mix that includes 
high speed vehicles, vulnerable road 
users, unsafe road infrastructure and 

inadequately trained drivers – all 
contribute to the high fatality rates 
seen on India’s roads. 

India has a dubious distinction of 
having the maximum number of road 
fatalities. Over-speeding is the major 
reason for all the common causes of 
road accidents. It is a natural psyche 
of humans to excel, and given a 
chance, man is sure to achieve infin-
ity in speed. Studies reveal that 80 per 
cent of the accidents are due to the 
fault of drivers, most of them with 

valid driving licenses. It is difficult 
to ensure proper safety awareness 
for drivers and monitor issuance 
of licenses.  New drivers need more 
comprehensive training and rigorous 
test levels on safety awareness. Edu-
cation and enforcement can together 
bring about a shift in the mind-set of 
drivers. Better road sense, the abil-
ity of a driver to comprehend road 
signs, pay heed to speed restrictions 
are some of the driving etiquettes 
that will ease the pressure on traffic 

police.  Discipline ensures safety and 
faster movement of traffic. Frequent 
camps on road safety with catchy slo-
gans like, “alert today – alive tomor-
row”, “A text or call can wreck it all”, 
“two-wheelers are for two, and not for 
too many, and “fast drive could be the 
last drive” will go a long way in pre-
venting accidents. There is an urgent 
need to stress more on road safety 
awareness.

Ranganathan Sivakumar 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Road Rage

The Situation Has 
considerably transformed 
since, and almost in 
every sense: regionally 
in terms of the growing 
power disparity between 
India and Pakistan, and 
in J&K too, which has 
since been divested of 
its special status and 
downgraded into two 
federally controlled units, 
in other words, two union 
territories
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THE DOWNSIDE 
OF THIS PROCESS 
IS THAT THE 
NERVOUS SYSTEM 
IS UNPREPARED 
FOR THINGS WITH 
WHICH IT HAS NO 
EXPERIENCE. It 
explains in part why 
astronauts experience 
transient nausea 
while adapting to 
weightlessness, why 
sailors get seasick and 
why watching a movie 
on your iPad in the back 
seat of a car or playing 
an immersive virtual 
reality video game may 
become unpleasant

HOWEVER, DESPITE THE DIFFERENCE ON OPINION, IT CONTINUES TO BE AN 
IMPORTANT AND ENDURING ASPECT OF HUMAN THOUGHT AND EXPERIENCE, 
AND IS LIKELY TO REMAIN A SUBJECT OF EXPLORATION AND CONTEMPLATION 
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. Others alike, some advance studies and researches  
have attempted to explore related concepts such as consciousness, spirituality, and the 
afterlife which has attempted to shed light on the possibility of an afterlife or an eternal 
aspect of the self

Human Soul: The Sole Source 
of Universal Spirituality

Dr. Rajkumar Singh

The concept of the soul is a uni-
versal and timeless concept 
that has played a central role 

in many cultures and spiritual tradi-
tions throughout history, although, 
the beliefs about the nature and sig-
nificance of the soul may vary wide-
ly across different cultures and reli-
gions, it remains a topic of ongoing 
exploration and contemplation in 
many parts of the world. In various 
forms of Hinduism and Buddhism, 
the soul (known as the atman and 
the anatta, respectively) is often 
seen as a core aspect of human ex-
istence that can be realized through 
spiritual practice and meditation. 
Almost all forms of religion, includ-
ing Christianity, the soul is believed 
to be created by God and responsible 
for a person's moral and spiritual de-
velopment. At the same time, many 
people view the concept of soul as a 
metaphorical or symbolic represen-
tation of human consciousness or 
identity, but the status of the soul 
varies widely depending on cultural, 
religious, and philosophical context. 
However, despite the difference on 
opinion, it continues to be an impor-
tant and enduring aspect of human 
thought and experience, and is likely 
to remain a subject of exploration 
and contemplation for generations 
to come. Others alike, some advance 
studies and researches  have at-
tempted to explore related concepts 
such as consciousness, spiritual-
ity, and the afterlife which has at-
tempted to shed light on the pos-
sibility of an afterlife or an eternal 
aspect of the self. Some pertinent 
researches conducted on meditation 
and mindfulness practices have also 
explored the potential benefits of 
these practices for personal growth, 
spiritual development, and overall 
well-being.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
The concept of the soul has a 

long history and appears in many 
spiritual and religious traditions. 
In general, the soul is seen as the 
non-physical essence of a person 
or being, often associated with the 
idea of an eternal, immortal spirit. 
It has roots in ancient civilizations, 
including Egyptian, Greek, and In-
dian cultures. In these traditions, the 
soul was believed to be responsible 
for a person's identity, personality, 
and consciousness. It was also seen 

as the aspect of a person that was 
capable of surviving physical death 
and continuing on in the afterlife. 
In many religious traditions, includ-
ing Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, 
the soul is believed to be created by 
a divine force and given to each in-
dividual at birth. It is often seen as 
the part of a person that is respon-
sible for their moral and spiritual 
development, as well as their con-
nection to the divine. The develop-
ment of the human soul has many 
aspects- spiritual, philosophical, and 
psychological traditions throughout 
the history which include:

a. Spiritual growth: Many spiri-
tual and religious traditions view 
the development of the soul as a key 
aspect of human existence, and see 

the soul as the essential, eternal as-
pect of a person that transcends the 
limitations of the physical body and 
mind.

b. Moral and ethical develop-
ment: The soul is often seen as the 
source of a person's moral con-
science, and the development of the 
soul may be viewed as the process 
of cultivating ethical virtues and liv-
ing a virtuous life. In this view, the 
development of the soul is attached 
with  practicing compassion, gen-
erosity, honesty, and other ethical 
values.

c. Self-discovery: Some people 
view the development of the soul as 
the process of discovering one's true 
identity and purpose in life which 
has firm belief in exploring one's 

own values, beliefs, and desires, and 
may require introspection, self-re-
flection, and personal growth.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SOUL
The importance of the soul is 

heavily dependent on beliefs of the 
individual or culture but in general, 
the soul is often seen as a key aspect 
of human existence that has signifi-
cant spiritual and ethical implica-
tions:

a. Spiritual significance: Many 
religious and spiritual traditions 
view the soul as the most essential 
part of a person's being, and believe 
that it has an eternal, transcendent 
nature that connects individuals to a 
higher power or ultimate reality.

b. Moral responsibility: Some 

ethical and philosophical traditions 
hold that the soul is the source of a 
person's moral conscience and sense 
of right and wrong. The soul is seen 
as the aspect of a person that is ca-
pable of making ethical decisions 
and living a virtuous life.

c. Personal identity: The soul is 
often seen as the core of a person's 
identity, reflecting their unique per-
sonality, values, and beliefs. Some 
people may believe that under-
standing and cultivating their soul 
is essential to living a fulfilling and 
meaningful life.

d. Afterlife beliefs: Many cultures 
and religions believe in an afterlife, 
and the soul is often seen as the part 
of a person that continues on after 
physical death. In these traditions, 

the soul's ultimate fate may depend 
on the moral and spiritual choices 
made during a person's lifetime. To 
conclude,  the importance of the soul 
is often intertwined with broader 
spiritual, ethical, and philosophi-
cal beliefs, and can have significant 
implications for how individuals 
understand their place in the world 
and the nature of human existence.

SOUL AND HUMANITY
These apart, there is a close re-

lationship between man and soul 
where it has explored many spiritu-
al, philosophical, and psychological 
traditions throughout history which 
largely include:

a. Unity: Some traditions hold 
that the soul and the individual are 
ultimately one and the same, and 
that the goal of spiritual practice is 
to realize this unity. In this view, the 
soul is seen as the essential, eternal 
aspect of a person that transcends 
the limitations of the physical body 
and mind.

b. Dualism: Other traditions posit 
a separation between the soul and 
the individual, often viewing the 
soul as a higher, more spiritual as-
pect of a person that is distinct from 
their physical body and mind. In this 
view, the soul is seen as a guiding 
force that helps individuals navigate 
the challenges of life and make ethi-
cal decisions.

c. Personal growth: Many people 
believe that cultivating the soul is 
essential to personal growth and 
spiritual development. This may in-
volve practices such as meditation, 
prayer, or self-reflection, and may be 
seen as a way of connecting with a 
deeper sense of purpose or meaning 
in life.

d. Moral responsibility: The soul 
is often seen as the source of a per-
son's moral conscience, and may be 
viewed as the aspect of a person that 
is responsible for making ethical de-
cisions and living a virtuous life.

Dr. Rajkumar Singh is a Youth 

Motivator, presently Professor of 

Political Science and Dean of Social 

Sciences along with Dean, Student’s 

Welfare (DSW), at B.N. Mandal 

University, Madhepura (Bihar), 

India. His 23 books published in 

addition to 900 articles in national 

and international journals and 

daily newspapers from 25 foreign 

countries

The Science Behind Motion Sickness
James Phillips

My first experience with mo-
tion sickness was as a col-
lege student, standing on 

the back of a marine research ves-
sel looking at interesting things 
dredged from the seafloor off the 
California coast. It was a day trip, the 
weather was good and the sea was 
calm. I was unaware of the boat’s 
gentle pitching and rolling, instead 
concentrating on the mud and or-
ganisms on a table in front of me.

Then, slowly I began to feel warm 
and to salivate. I felt exhausted, al-
though I was well rested. There were 
intense waves of nausea, and I began 
vomiting. It was a long afternoon. 
Once back on shore, I felt as if I were 
still moving. I didn’t feel back to nor-
mal until the next day.

In retrospect, this was the perfect 
situation for a bout of motion sick-
ness. I was focused on my immedi-
ate environment – the table covered 
with ocean specimens – which was 
visually stable. My eyes were un-
aware that we were, in fact, shifting 
up, down and side to side with the 
waves. But my inner ear was signal-
ing all of this movement to my brain. 
Sensory signals from the muscles 
and joints of my body were provid-
ing information that was like a cross 
between the visual input from my 
eyes and the balance feedback from 
my inner ears’ motion detectors.

In short, my senses were in con-
flict. I was in an environment that 
conflicted with a lifetime of expec-
tations about how sensory informa-
tion usually combined to inform me 
about the world. My brain recog-
nized something was wrong and at-
tempted to save me from things that 
it was designed to deal with – poi-
soning or other illness. To my brain, 
emptying my stomach contents and 
forcing me to rest and recuperate 
seemed the perfect solution.

For me, this event preceded a life-
time of work studying the vestibu-
lar system, which are the inner ear 

and brain structures and functions 
that allow you to remain oriented 
and stable in space. In my labora-
tory, my colleagues and I reproduce 
these kinds of complex motions and 
conflicting sensory inputs and study 
how the brain uses them during de-
velopment, in normal adult behavior 

and in disease. Ultimately, we hope 
to produce treatments for people 
who are disabled by a loss or disrup-
tion of these senses.

MISMATCH OF A GREAT SYSTEM AND 
UNUSUAL SITUATION

Any moving environment can trig-
ger motion sickness. It’s not usually 

due to illness or pathology. Instead, 
motion sickness is the result of your 
nervous system functioning opti-
mally, based on what it’s learned 
throughout your life.

When processing sensory in-
formation and generating motor 
commands, the brain constantly 
monitors and adjusts its inputs and 
outputs to perform the tasks of life 
efficiently. For example, to see clear-
ly while turning your head, your 
brain moves your eye opposite and 
equal to the motion of your head. It 
does so based on feedback from the 
sensors in your inner ear that focus 
on balance. Your brain constantly 
monitors this reflex behavior, mak-
ing continual adjustments to make 
sure that your eye and head move-
ments match perfectly.

The efficiency of this system is 
based on experience and outcome, 
and it works well. It helps you get 
better at coordinating your move-
ments and maintaining your balance 
while you’re growing, and helps you 
recover from imbalance and disori-

entation due to injury, illness and 
aging later in life.

The downside of this process is 
that the nervous system is unpre-
pared for things with which it has 
no experience. It explains in part 
why astronauts experience transient 
nausea while adapting to weight-
lessness, why sailors get seasick and 
why watching a movie on your iPad 
in the back seat of a car or playing 
an immersive virtual reality video 
game may become unpleasant. Hu-
man beings did not evolve as a spe-
cies to do these things.

So someone who is motion sick 
is really exhibiting skillful and op-
timized functioning in a uniquely 
challenging and suboptimal envi-
ronment.

CHANGES OVER THE LIFE SPAN
Typically, infants and very young 

children do not experience motion 
sickness. Older children are highly 
prone to motion sickness as they 
learn typical relationships between 
the different senses.

As people age further into adult-
hood, the susceptibility to motion 
sickness typically dwindles again, 
presumably because they’re able to 
contextualize their experiences. In 
older adults, such changes as loss of 
receptor cells in the ear and eye, fog-
ging of the eye’s lens or loss of func-
tioning in peripheral nerves, mo-
tion sickness may either increase or 
decrease. Usually, though, the inci-
dence of motion sickness in a healthy 
older adult continues to decline.

A simple example of this is that 
my balance is actually better than 
that of my grandniece, who is a tod-
dler. Her inner-ear balance system 
and muscles are brand new. Mine 
are not. In fact, through normal ag-
ing I have lost many of the receptors 
in my ear that sense motion. How-
ever, I have learned to skillfully use 
the complement of sensory and mo-
tor functions that I have, and over 
the years I’ve continually adjusted to 
an ever-changing new normal. She 
is just starting this learning process.

TECHNIQUES TO DEAL WITH MOTION 
SICKNESS

If you experience motion sickness, 
there are several strategies you can 
use to feel better.

The first is to resolve the conflict-
ing sensory information that your 
situation is creating. Look at an 
Earth-stabilized reference – focus-
ing at the shore or horizon if you are 
on a boat, for example, or moving to 
the front seat in the car and looking 
out the window. This way, you align 
the incoming visual and inner-ear 
vestibular information.

The second strategy is to reduce 
the information that is causing the 
conflict. There are several medi-
cations that work by suppressing 
inner-ear vestibular information, 
and others that change the way that 
sensory information is processed 
centrally in your brain.

You can also try to prevent the 
output of this conflict. Essentially, 
you can sabotage the central nervous 
system’s attempts to save you from 
your situation by short-circuiting 
the mechanisms that produce the 
motor response of vomiting. Taking 
anti-nausea drugs reduces nausea 
without necessarily resolving the 
sensory conflict that induced it.

You can eventually adapt, through 
repeated experience, to many novel 
situations. When your brain learns a 
new normal, it allows you to function 
with fewer unwanted symptoms in 
the challenging environment. For 
example, NASA is developing pre-
conditioning countermeasures to 
allow astronauts to transition from 
Earth’s gravity to the weightless-
ness of space more quickly and with 
fewer symptoms of motion sickness.

Studies like these will extend the 
range of environments in which hu-
man beings can function and allow 
us to explore and ultimately live in 
what are, to us, novel and new worlds.

By arrangements with The 

Conversation
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Industrialists See
Employment Generation Programme 

(PMEGP), an unprecedented 21,640 manufac-
turing and service units were established in 
2021-22.

“As many as 42 industrial estates will be set 
up in Jammu Kashmir in the next few years 
and out of these 34 industrial estates will be 
focused on MSMEs”, noted the Lt Governor.

LG said that the work done for industrial de-
velopment of J&K is clearly visible. In the last 
two years, Jammu Kashmir has received 5,372 
investment proposals worth Rs 70,000 crore. 
Proposals worth Rs 24,000 crore from more 
than 1,800 companies have been approved.
Don’t Be A Yes

Centre here on Tuesday.
He extended his best wishes to all the young 

recruits and appreciated the J&K Public Service 
Commission for the transparent & fast-track 
selection process.

“Impartial, honest, efficient, transparent & 
fearless service is basic architecture of a good 
administration. I am confident that the young 
officers will discharge their responsibility to-
wards public welfare with utmost sensitivity, 
commitment and dedication,” Sinha said.

“JKPSC is providing momentum to change 
with enviable benchmarks and had declared 
the result for 2021 JKPSC exam within three 
hours after conclusion of the interview of the 
last candidate,” he added.

The LG said the transparent selection proce-
dure is enabling the government to recruit the 
best and transform the work culture. He said 
the State services are playing a vital role in in-
clusive growth and delivery of services to meet 
the aspirations of the people.

Sinha also highlighted the challenge of sus-
tained & rapid economic growth and the efforts 
required to ensure that the growth is equitable.

 “In the fast-changing world, Officers will 
also have to re-orient themselves like any 
other profession and learn new skills to adapt 
to change & progress in the society, protect 
democratic values and fulfill the commitment 
towards the public in a better way,” he said.

“Today we are standing on the threshold of 
global leadership, so the expectations of the 
common man have also increased. In the next 
five years, the governance will be completely 
data driven. The administrative system will 
require an effective institutional framework to 
address the demands of the future,” he added.

Observing that no department or public ser-
vant can work in silos, the LG asked the public 
servants and government departments to work 
as an organic entity to promote participatory 
decision making, transparency, accountability, 
equity and inclusiveness in the governance sys-
tem and to establish rule of law.

“Better alignment of goals, resources and ac-
tion, along with innovation capability & strate-
gic skills, experience of seniors combined with 
new generation’s resolve will pave the way for 
the future of Jammu Kashmir,” he added.
Kashmir Receives

He said strong gusty wind towards late af-
ternoon/evening with possibility of hailstorm 
can’t be ruled out during the period.

“From 29-30th April, generally cloudy 
weather with light rain is expected at a few 
places for a short period,” the official said, add-
ing, “there is no forecast of major rain/snowfall 
till ending April.”

Regarding temperature, the official said, 
Srinagar recorded a low of 8.3°C against 5.1°C 
on the previous night and it was 0.6°C below 
normal for the summer capital.

Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of 4.8°C 
against 3.6°C on the previous night while the 
prominent tourist resort of Pahalgam in South 
Kashmir recorded a low of 1.6°C against 0.5°C 
on previous night.

Kokernag recorded a low of 6.2°C against 
6.2°C on previous night and it was 0.4°C above 

normal for the place, the official said.
Gulmarg recorded a low of 4.6°C against 

3.2°C on previous night and it was 1.3°C above 
normal for the famous skiing resort in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district, he said.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury set-
tled at 3.2°C against 3.7°C on the previous night 
and it was 4.4°C below normal for the north 
Kashmir area.

Jammu recorded a low of 20.6°C against 
17.6°C on the previous night. It was 0.4°C below 
normal for J&K’s winter capital, he said.

Banihal, he said, recorded a low of 7.8°C 
(below normal by 1.6°C), Batote 10.7°C (below 
normal by 1.3°C), Katra 16.1°C (2.0°C below 
normal) and Bhadarwah 7.9°C (0.5°C below 
normal). Ladakh’s Leh and Kargil recorded a 
low of minus 1.2°C and 3.1°C respectively, the 
official added. (With GNS inputs)
2 ‘Anti-Nationals’

PSA after a secret verification of their ante-
cedents afresh.

“We want to convey a message in loud and 
clear terms that anyone found involved in anti-
national activities, especially militancy, will 
not be spared. We will detain all such individu-
als and even attach their properties,” he said.

Meanwhile, a special NIA court awarded rig-
orous life imprisonment to three overground 
workers of the Hizbul Mujahideen outfit, end-
ing a 19-year-old long trial in a militant fund-
ing case.

Special Judge NIA, Jammu, Ashwani Sharma 
awarded the sentence to Majid Ali Sheikh, Shah 
Nawaz, and Majid Amin, who were caught by a 
joint party of army intelligence and police near 
Bari Brahmana in Samba district on December 
28, 2004 when they were on their way to Doda 
from Delhi to handover Rs 9.38 lakh to Hizbul 
militant Masood Ahmed.

They were also slapped with a fine of Rs 
10,000 each, officials said.
Y20 Pre-Summit

G20, which involves youth participants from 
30 countries. They will deliberate on issues 
confronting the youth in the world. The youth 
of today are concerned about their future, jobs, 
how growth champions the cause of peace in 
the world and sports, among others.

“This is part of the G20 experience. They will 
take home the message from here across the 
world. Youth of today will be the decision-mak-
ers of tomorrow and we want to engage them to 
know their thoughts on several pressing issues,” 
said Nagaraj Naidu Kakanur, the G20 joint secre-
tary here on Tuesday.

“We have 11 engagement groups in G20 
(spanning different spheres) like health, la-
bour, civil, among others, and the inputs of the 
youth will be fed into the Leaders’ Summit to 
be held in September in New Delhi.

The Leaders’ Summit is the culmination of all 
the G20 processes and meetings held through-
out the year among ministers, senior officials 
and civil societies.

Pankaj Singh, director, MYAS, said the par-
ticipants here will negotiate on five thematic 
areas, namely, future of work, climate change 
and disaster risk reduction, peace building and 
reconciliation, youth in democracy and health 
and wellbeing and sports during the three-day 
programme.

“The most crucial programme will be on 
April 28 when in-house technical negotiations 
will take place among the delegates and finally 
the sports minister will interact with the del-
egates,” he added.
Printing Press Owner

CID wing of J&K police, arrested Kiran Jagdish 
Bhai Patel from a five star hotel in Srinagar on 
March 3.

Patel posed as Additional Director (Strategy 
and Campaigns) Prime Minister’s Office, New 
Delhi, during his trips to the Valley.

 He was on his third visit to the Kashmir 

valley before being arrested.
A resident of the Ghodasar area of 

Ahmedabad, Patel was arrested by the Jammu 
and Kashmir police last month from a five-star 
hotel in Srinagar for posing as a top official of 
the Prime Minister Office (PMO) and availing 
requisite perks, including a bulletproof car and 
scores of security personnel.

Purported videos of Patel surveying the snow 
slopes of Gulmarg with a posse of armed secu-
rity personnel around him and of a convoy of 
vehicles accompanying him weaving through a 
Valley town have been circulated widely across 
social media platforms.

He had even visited the last post at Uri in 
north Kashmir, posing for pictures at a bridge 
treated as a Line of Control between India and 
Pakistan.
Banihal Bypass

has gathered pace after all the issues were 
settled and our effort is to complete the project 
as soon as possible,” Pal, whose company re-
ceived the contract from MG contractors, said.

He said only senior staff having expertise in 
the construction work are from outside Jammu 
and Kashmir, while the majority of those en-
gaged in the work are all locals.

Banihal is an important town on the highway 
connecting south Kashmir’s Qazigund through 
the 8.5-km long Navayuga tunnel, which was 
completed in 2021, bypassing landslide-prone 
Jawahar tunnel and Shaitan Nalla and reducing 
the travel time between the two sides to just 
a few minutes which was over an hour earlier.

However, the heavy rush of traffic added to 
the problems of the people in Banihal town 
where the daily traffic jams have become a 
headache for the locals including students, 
office-goers and patients.

“Traffic jams in Banihal are a routine affair 
despite various measures taken to stream-
line it. The town is congested and the current 
highway is only meant for two-way traffic. The 
inflow of trucks causes a lot of problems,” Sub-
Divisional Magistrate Banihal Zaheer Abbas 
said.

Abbas, who is regularly monitoring the 
Banihal Bypass, said though the deadline set 
for the completion of the project is January 
2024, the construction company has assured 
of completing the work by December this year 
which will provide big relief to the locals.

Vice President Beopar Mandal, Banihal 
Mukhtiyar Nabi thanked Ramban Deputy 
Commissioner Mussarat Islam for ensuring the 
start of the work on the project.

“Almost 15 years have passed but the Banihal 
bypass is still a dream because of the delayed 
start of the work. We are thankful to the dep-
uty commissioner Ramban who perused the 
case with the NHAI to ensure the start of the 
work on the project,” he said.

Expressing satisfaction over the pace of work 
over the past year, he said the bypass is impera-
tive to decongest the Banihal market as people 
from all walks of life especially school-going 
children and patients are the worst sufferers.
Special Forces

said, adding drones, sniffer dogs and metal 
detectors are being used.

They said nearly 50 people, including 14 
OGWs, have been detained in connection with 
the attack and some of them have been let off 
after questioning, they said.

The sources said two group of seven to eight mil-
itants, are believed to have engineered the attack.

According to the investigation, militants re-
portedly hid themselves in a culvert on this 
road stretch before attacking the vehicle.

Over 50 bullet marks have been found on 
the vehicle that shows intensity of the firing by 
militants, the sources said.

During the search operation, troops came 
across a few natural cave hideouts in the area, 
which could possibly have been used by the 
militants in the past, they said, adding the 

troops are also looking for any improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) militants may have 
planted in the densely forested areas, especial-
ly in deep gorges and caves.

The army truck attacked in Poonch was car-
rying fruits, vegetables and other items from 
the Bhimber Gali camp to Sangiote village for 
Iftar celebration on Thursday. The slain soldiers 
were from a Rashtriya Rifles unit deployed for 
counter-militancy operations.

The Bhimber Gali-Poonch road, which was 
closed for traffic following the militant attack, 
was reopened for traffic on Sunday.

Army’s Northern Commander Lt Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi on Sunday said necessary 
action to nab the militants responsible for the 
deadly attack is underway.

Experts from various agencies, including 
the National Security Guard (NSG) and the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA), have vis-
ited the site of the attack in the past two days 
to probe the incident, the officials said.

Hundreds of people in Kishtwar on Sunday 
took out a candle light march in solidarity with 
the family of the jawans killed in the attack.
SRK In Kashmir

is for two days after which Khan will head to 
Srinagar to shoot another sequence.

“In Srinagar, Khan will be staying at a posh 
hotel and the shooting will take place some-
where in the city on Thursday,” they said.

After wrapping the Kashmir schedule, the 
57-year-old actor will leave for Mumbai on 
Friday.

This is Khan’s first visit to Kashmir after he 
shot for his 2012 movie “Jab Tak Hai Jaan”, 
which was directed by late filmmaker Yash 
Chopra.

The details about Khan’s movement and 
shooting have been kept under wraps for se-
curity reasons. The area where the shooting is 
taking place has been sealed and no movement 
of public was allowed, the officials said.

A huge blanket of security has been thrown 
around the location as well as the hotel where 
Khan is staying, they added.

In 2023, a number of films have been shot 
in the Kashmir Valley, including superstar 
Thalapathy Vijay-Trisha Krishnan starrer 
“Leo” and “Fighter”, led by Hrithik Roshan and 
Deepika Padukone.

Filmmaker Karan Johar also filmed a se-
quence for his upcoming movie “Rocky Aur 
Rani Ki Prem Kahani”, starring Alia Bhat and 
Ranveer Singh.

Besides, Kiara Advani and Kartik Aryan 
filmed for their next movie “Satyaprem Ki 
Katha” in the beautiful locales of the valley, the 
sources said.

“Kashmir has covered Bollywood. The place 
has covered major stars and directors. It had 
happened in 2010 when Johar had come here 
and after three months, Khan landed here for 
Jab Tak Hai Jaan’. This time also, Johar came and 
now we have Shah Rukh Khan. So it bodes well 
for the valley,” the sources
CRPF Man Dies

reason for Kishore’s death.
The deceased was a resident of Uttar Pradesh.

11 Bovine
Bahar Ahmed Sohail, Mohd Riyaz, Irshad 

Ahmed, Liaqat Ali, Asif Ali Chowan, Anwar 
Hussain, Saleema, Veena Akhtar, Mohd Veer, 
Talib Hussain and Yasir Ali, they said.

They belong to R S Pura & Suchetgarh, 
Anantnag, Punjab, Kathua, Banihal Ramban, 
Krimnchi Udhampur, Samba and are profes-
sional bovine smugglers who used to smuggle 
animals from different areas of Jammu, Kathua 
and Samba to Kashmir Valley, officials added.
Chargesheet Filed

a police spokesperson said.
On November 1, 2022, a case was regis-

tered at Srinagar’s Chanapora police station 

following the receipt of a docket from the 
‘naka’ party in-charge (Chanapora police sta-
tion SHO) and an investigation taken up by the 
then Subdivisional Police Officer (Sadar). The 
case was subsequently transferred to the SIU-I 
on the orders of the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
Headquarters, he said.

Two grenades were recovered from two 
suspects -- Amir Mushtaq Dar, a resident of 
Sozeith Lawaypora, and HMT Srinagar resi-
dent Kabil Rashid Dar -- intercepted by the 
‘naka’ party at a checkpoint at Harnambal, the 
spokesperson added.

Their personal mobile phones with inbuilt 
SIM cards were also seized. Accordingly, a case 
was registered and an investigation initiated, 
he said.

During the investigation, another co-accused 
-- Sozeith resident Aqib Jamal Bhat -- was ap-
prehended and on the basis of his disclosure, 
an improvised explosive device (IED) he had 
allegedly hidden in a pit near the railway track 
at Rangreth was recovered.

The IED was destroyed on the spot by a bomb 
disposal squad, the police spokesperson added.

Investigations established that the three ac-
cused allegedly worked as militant associates 
for two militants Momin Gulzar Mir and Basit 
Ahmad Dar and, under a well-knit criminal 
conspiracy, were providing logistics support to 
them, he added.

The accused allegedly procured hand gre-
nades and IEDs to carry out “terror activities”, 
the spokesperson added.

On the strength of the evidence -- material 
or documentary and oral -- the three arrested 
accused were found involved in the com-
mission of offences punishable under provi-
sions of the Arms Act and Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

The accused Momin Gulzar Mir and Basit 
Ahmad Dar were found involved in the com-
mission of offences under various sections of 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act but 
are absconding and proceedings under Section 
299 of the Code of Criminal Procedure have 
been proposed to be initiated against them, the 
spokesperson said.

Accordingly, the sanction for launching 
prosecution against the accused persons was 
obtained from the Home department and the 
charge sheet presented before the NIA court, 
he added.
NC Expels Ex-MLA

“Shri Sheikh Ishfaq Jabbar, Ex MLA R/O 
Ganderbal has been removed from the basic 
membership of JKNC for 6 years in view of his 
anti-party activities and causing indiscipline. 
The order has been issued by the General 
Secretary JKNC,” the NC said in a tweet.

In the past, Jabbar has openly revolted 
against the party leadership, particularly, after 
not being elected as the district president for 
the second term.

Earlier in the day, at a party function in 
Ganderbal, NC president Farooq Abdullah had 
hinted that the party will issue an order re-
moving Jabbar from the party.

He said anti-party activities will not be toler-
ated and those indulging in such activities and 
indiscipline, would be thrown out of the party.
Soldier Dies After

in-charge C B Singh said.
During the ceremony, Singar placed a fire-

work rocket in his mouth, but it instead of 
shooting up, it burst in his mouth, killing him 
on the spot, he said.
Punt Guns Seized

9 punt guns so far. He said a case under rel-
evant sections of law has been registered and 
investigations taken up.

He added those having punt guns in their 
possession must deposit the weapon before 
the authorities, failing which strict action as 
per law will be taken against the violators.

J&K Bank Bags Award For 
Outstanding Contribution 
Under PM Awas Yojana
Observer News Service

Srinagar: J&K Bank on 
Tuesday received an award 
from Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation 
Ltd (HUDCO) for its outstand-
ing contribution towards 
housing sector of the coun-
try under Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana (Urban) - Credit 
Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) 
through various innovative 
initiatives.

The Bank’s General Manager 
(C&CB) Narjay Gupta received 
the award at the hands of 
Secretary, Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs, Manoj Joshi 
in presence of Chairman & 
Managing Director (HUDCO) 
Kuldip Narayan, Bank’s Zonal 
Head (Delhi) Rakesh Magotra, 
HUDCO’s board of directors 
and other dignitaries during 
HUDCO's 53rd Foundation 
Day Celebrations held today in 
New Delhi.

The function was inaugu-
rated by the Union Minister 
of Housing & Urban Affairs 
and Petroleum & Natural Gas 
Hardeep S. Puri.

Commenting upon the fe-
licitation, MD & CEO, Baldev 
Prakash said, “It is an honour 
for the entire J&K Bank Family 
to be felicitated at such a 

prestigious national platform 
for our contribution towards 
country’s housing sector un-
der Prime Minister Awas 
Yojana (PMAY)-U that envis-
aged ease-of-living through 
a pucca house to all urban 
dwellers.”

“Such an acknowledge-
ment will further boost our 
efforts as we continue to serve 
the weaker and vulnerable 

sections of society through 
more such effective financial 
interventions”, he added.

Earlier, in a communica-
tion to Bank, Chairman & MD 
(HUDCO) Kuldip Narayan ex-
pressed his deep appreciation 
for J&K Bank’s outstanding 
contribution towards hous-
ing sector under PMAY-CLSS 
through its different innova-
tive initiatives.

Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh Felicitates IUST

Observer News Service

New Delhi: In the Vishwavidyala 
Anusandhan Utsav 2023, or-
ganized by the Department 
of Science and Technology, 
GoI, Union MoS (Independent 
Charge) Science & Technology; 
MoS (Independent Charge) 
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Grievances, 
Pensions, Atomic Energy and 
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh, felici-
tated IUST among other recipi-
ent Institutions of the PURSE 
Grant.  Prof Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo Vice Chancellor, 
IUST  led the IUST's  delegation 
that comprised Dean Health 
Sciences, Prof Ayub Qadri, Dr. 
Muzaffar Rasool, Dr. Basharat 
Nabi,  Dr. Arsheed Ganaie and 
Dr. Manzoor Ahmad.

IUST has bagged the project 
worth 10 cr. under "Promotion 
of University Research and 

Scientific Excellence (PURSE)" 
which is a flagship scheme for 
promotion and strengthening 
of the research ecosystem of 
the Universities, pan India.

Pertinently, IUST guided by 
its strategic plan (2021-2026) 
has seen a manifold increase 
in the research outcomes in the 
form of patents, publications, 
collaborations with different 
institutions, promotion of re-
search in frontier areas etc. In 
fact, in the last two years, the 
extra mural funding to the IUST 
has increased drastically to the 
tune of 42.38 cr. giving further 
impetus to the research and de-
velopment activities. Further, 
under the NEP 2020, IUST has 
approved Kalam Academy of 
Training & Skills and has in-
stituted various in- demand 
skilling courses and aims to 
skill over 3000 youth under the 
PMKVY 4.0 in promising areas.

Pak Raises Kashmir At 
UN, India Hits Back
‘Will Not Waste Council's Time In 
Responding To Such Mischievous 
Remarks: Indian Ambassador’
Press Trust Of India

United Nations: India tore into 
Pakistan after it raised the is-
sue of Jammu and Kashmir 
at a Security Council meeting 
here, prompting India's perma-
nent ambassador to the United 
Nations Ruchira Kamboj to as-
sert that she would not waste 
the Council's time by respond-
ing to such "mischievous" 
remarks.

Kamboj's stern response to 
Pakistan came in her remarks 
at the UN Security Council 
open debate on "Maintenance 
of international peace and se-
curity: Effective multilateral-
ism through the defence of 
the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations" chaired by 
Russia, President of the Council 
for the month of April.

With Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov presiding over the 
debate, Pakistan's Permanent 
Representative at the UN Munir 
Akram referred to Jammu and 
Kashmir in his statement.

"Lastly, this august forum has 
today heard some mischievous 
remarks by a permanent rep-
resentative arising purely out 
of ignorance and lack of an un-
derstanding on the basic facts 

of decolonisation," Kamboj said 
on Monday.

"I will not be wasting the 
time of this Council in respond-
ing to those remarks. Our ad-
vice to that delegation is please 
refer to our numerous rights of 
reply that we have expressed in 
the past," she added.

Pakistan consistently rakes 
up the issue of Kashmir at vari-
ous UN platforms, irrespective 
of the agenda and topic of dis-
cussion at the meetings.

Tensions between India and 
Pakistan spiked after New 
Delhi abrogated Article 370 of 
the Constitution to revoke the 
special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir on August 5, 2019.

India's decision evoked strong 
reactions from Pakistan, which 
downgraded diplomatic ties 
and expelled the Indian envoy.

India has categorically told 
the international community 
that the scrapping of Article 370 
was its internal matter.

It also advised Pakistan to 
accept the reality and stop all 
anti-India propaganda. India 
has told Pakistan that it desires 
normal neighbourly relations 
with Islamabad in an environ-
ment free of terror, hostility and 
violence.
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DEVOTEES IN LARGE NUMBERS ON Tuesday offered prayers at the Shankaracharya 
Temple in Srinagar on the occasion of Shankaracharya Jayanti.� KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE ZONAL EDUCATION 
OFFICER SINGHPORA KALAN

NEAR PRIMARY HEALTH CENTRE SINGHPORA KALAN
Email ID: zeosinghpora1100@gmail.com

Sub:-Tender Notice of Eatable / Stationery & other Items for KGBV Baramulla Zone Singhpora Kalan for the financial year 2023-2024.

TENDER
On behalf of Governor of J&K State sealed Tenders are invited from authorized/registered dealers for supply of the below mentioned items during the 
year 2023-2024, within 7 (seven) days from the date of publication of the said Tender Notice in daily news papers, and should reach to the office of the 
under S/d. in a sealed envelope supported with the Cash deposit receipt (CDR) of Rs: 20000 (Rupees: Twenty Thousand only) pledged in the name of 
Zonal Education Officer Singhpora Kalan within ten days from the publication of this tender notice in the Newspaper including the date of publication. The 
tenderers shall in clear terms indicate the quality & quantity of each item as per tender notice without any cutting. The rate mentioned in the quotation 
should be for KGBV Baramulla zone Singhpora Kalan and shall remain valid for the entire financial year 2023-2024. The tenders should be presence 
of tenderers or their authorized representatives. The tenderers shall have option to remain present on the day of opening of tenders. A copy of GST 
registration may also be enclosed. The rate quoted by tenderers be inclusive GST and all taxes alongwith carriage / fare charges of the articles. ZEO 
Singhpora Kalan reserves the right to accept or reject any tender without assigning any reason.

S.NO Name of the Item Unit
1 Mustered Oil jambo A Grade 15 Ltr.pack
2 Dhara Oil (Refined) 15 Itr pack
3 Chilly Powder (Kanwal/elephant) Per kg
4 Turmeric Powder (Kanwal/elephant) Per kg
5 Spices (Masala) Per pack
6 Rice (Wond Apple Brand) Per quintal
7 Lipton Tea (Taaza) Per kg
8 Sugar Per kg
9 Milk (Tetra Pack Amul) , Per Itr.
10 Bread Per piece
11 Flour (Fine) (Atta) Per kg
12 Mutton Per kg
13 Cheese Per kg
14 Dal Rajmash "Grade A" Per kg
15 Dal Moong "Grade A" Per kg
16 Dal Chulla "Grade A" Per kg
17 Peas Per kg

S.NO Name of the Item Unit
18 Cauli flower Per kg
19 Cabbage Per kg
20 Tomato Per kg
21 Potato Per kg
22 Onion Per kq
23 Brinjal Per kg
24 Carrot Per kg
25 Capsicum Per kg
26 Radish Per kg
27 Chicken (Broiler) Per kg
28 Cucumber Per kg
29 Salt “Tata” Per kg
30 Curd Per kg
31 Soap Detol Per  piece
32 Wheel Powder Per kg
33 Tea Green Packed “Samawar” Per kg
34 Suji Per kg

Terms and condition:-
1. Quality of Dietary/Non Dietary items should be as per sample approved by the committee.
2. Regular check of the items approved by the committee will be made off on .
3. Convener of the committee is authorized to reject any items at any time if found substandard.
4. A fine of 5 times the cost of the items will be imposed if found substandard
5. The approved dealer is bond to supplying the items on spot i.e, KGBV Baramulla zone Singhpora Kalan.
6. The approved dealer will be bond to deliver the goods in time.
7. Vegetables/Meat/Eggs/Cheese are to be supplied as per requirement on daily menu.
8. Dry food items should be supply on monthly basis.
9. Payments as per claim will be released soon after the availability of funds.
10. The items should be received / delivered as per the approved tendered rates only.
No: ZEO/SK/3138-3141 Zonal Education Officer
Dated: 25-04-2023 Singhpora Kalan

Ex-Guv Malik Slams Critics 
Over Pulwama Attack Remarks
‘Wrong To Say I Am Raising Questions After Demitting Office’

1.50 Cr Trees Being Planted 
In J&K This Year: Chief Secy
Says UT Leading In Achieving 75 Amrit Sarovars In Each District

Court Asks Former IAS Officer To Appear 
To Record If He Consents To DNA Test

Press Trust Of India

JAIPUR: Former Jammu and 
Kashmir governor Satya Pal 
Malik said on Monday that it 
was "wrong" to state that he 
was raising questions over the 
2019 Pulwama terror attack 
only after demitting office.

His remark came in response 
to a question on Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah's recent 
statement that he was "level-
ling allegations after parting 
ways with us".

"It is wrong to state that I 
raised this issue when I was 
out of power," he told report-
ers in Sikar in Rajasthan, add-
ing that he had raised it on the 
day of the attack.

Forty Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) personnel were 
killed in the terrorist attack on 
a convoy of security vehicles 
in Jammu and Kashmir's Pul-

wama in February 2019.
Malik, who was then gov-

ernor of Jammu and Kashmir, 
has recently alleged intel-
ligence failures and that the 
central government denied 
aircraft for the movement of 
security personnel.

To a question about the al-
legation that the CBI's recent 
summons to Malik was linked 
to his criticism of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his gov-
ernment, Home Minister Shah 
said such a charge is not true 
as he was called by the probe 
agency earlier too.

"I can say with complete con-
viction that the BJP has done 
nothing that needs to be cov-
ered up. If someone is levelling 
allegations after parting ways 
with us, then it should be evalu-
ated accordingly by the media 
and people," he told the India 
Today in an interview last week.

In response to a question, 
Malik said Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh is a "serious can-
didate" for the post of prime 
minister and that "if it is in his 
destiny, he will become one".

Asked about the BJP's pros-
pects in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions next year, he said, "I wish 
them well, but in politics and 
elections, no one knows what 
will happen. The current situ-
ation is difficult for them, they 
will have to do some things."

Malik claimed that Prime Min-
ister Modi's silence on the Adani 
issue will harm him. The prime 
minister should also speak on 
the Pulwama issue, he added.

In the context of Rajasthan 
where assembly elections are 
due later this year, Malik said 
that if the BJP projects Vasund-
hara Raje as its chief ministe-
rial candidate, its chances of 
victory will increase.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A court here has 
former IAS officer Sudhanshu 
Pandey to appear before it to 
record his statement whether 
he consents to a DNA test if 
the court orders so to prove 
whether or not he is the bio-
logical father of the girl born 
to a Srinagar-based woman 
who has alleged that Pandey 
married her and the child was 
born during their wedlock.

The woman has alleged that in 

the year 2010, when Pandey was 
holding the position of Finance 
Secretary in the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir, he devel-
oped relationship with her.

In the month of May 2010, she 
claimed Pandey converted to Is-
lam, whereafter he entered into 
wedlock with her on 8 May 2010 
and out of the wedlock, the girl 
was born on 12 April 2011.

She alleged that in the month 
of October, 2012, Pandey was de-
puted to Central Government and 
posted at New Delhi. He shifted 

to the place leaving her and the 
girl in lurch. She alleged that on 
01.04.2013, Pandey along with 
daughter visited the native place 
of Pandey at Lucknow where she 
came to know that Pandey was 
already a married man having a 
wife and two children. She said 
that the former bureaucrat has 
abandoned her and the girl.

The court of second addition-
al Munsiff Srinagar has issued 
fresh directions asking Pandey 
to appear in person so that his 
statement can be recorded. 

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta on Tues-
day expressed confidence that 
India is more than capable of 
achieving its goal of net zero 
carbon emissions by 2070 and 
said that it is high time we 
shifted away from fossil fuels 
and made alternate sources our 
main energy providers.

He was speaking at a work-
shop organised by the Jammu 
& Kashmir Pollution Control 
Committee here at the Conven-
tion Centre.

The interactive workshop 
‘Climate Change Mitigation 
and Green Financing for a Cli-
mate Resilient and Carbon 
Neutral J&K’ was attended by 
Dr.Mohit Gera, PCCF (HoFF), 
J&K Forest Department and 
Chairman, J&K Pollution Con-
trol Committee; Dr. Shakil Ah-
mad Romshoo, Vice Chancellor, 
Islamic University, Kashmir; 
HoDs of Forest Department, Dr. 
Ravindranath, renowned IPCC 
Author, and resource persons 
from MoEFCC, TERI, Earnest 
and Young Climate, World Re-
sources Institute of India be-
sides other eminent guests and 
environment experts.

Mehta appreciated the ef-
forts of the Pollution Con-
trol Committee and Jammu & 
Kashmir Forest Department 
for organizing deliberations on 
Net Zero Carbon by 2070. He 
informed that J&K has already 
made a model by developing 
a climate resilient and carbon 
neutral Panchayat of village 
Palliin District Samba which is 
first of its kind in the country.

According to Mehta, Jammu 
& Kashmir has always been at 
the forefront of adopting flag-
ship developmental schemes 
of the government. ‘The dis-
tinction of implementing the 
75 Amrit Sarovars in each dis-
trict amongst first in the entire 
country is a good example of 
how well J&K can adapt to the 
needs of the times with coop-
eration from its citizens. Simi-
larly, schemes like “Har Gaon 
Hariyali”, “One Beat Guard, One 
village Program”, “Van Se Jal, Jal 
Se Jeevan” have been very ef-
fective in building in resilience 
and adaptation at village level.

J&K has been a leader in 
adopting transformative  steps 
in the overhaul of sports, agri-
culture, and tourism sectors in 
recent years. The Chief Secre-
tary stated that we are planting 
more trees every year than ever 
before and this year over one 
and half crore trees are going 
to be planted again all over J&K.

In terms of health infrastruc-
ture, Jammu & Kashmir ranks 
among the leading states of India. 
The Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme 
will also be fully implemented by 
the end of this financial year, he 
continued. The scheme aims to 

mitigate water supply challenges 
for the coming 50 years at least, 
in view of climate change.

The Chief Secretary stressed 
the importance of communi-
cating climate change adapta-
tion measures to the masses 
in a way that creates a genu-
ine connection with them. To 
achieve this goal, the Chief Sec-
retary emphasized the need to 
communicate with the public 
at all levels, including panchay-
ats, in ways that creates public 
ownership.

The CS stressed that what is 
good for the environment is in-
variably good for the economy 
and society and underlined 
that infrastructure develop-
ment of the states should not 
hamper our climate change 
mitigation steps.

Also, the Chief Secretary 
urged the environmental ex-
perts present to work out en-
vironmental plans for Jammu 
& Kashmir for timely inter-
vention on behalf of the UT 
administration. The Chief Sec-
retary expressed hope that J&K 
will continue taking a lead in 
India's fight against climate 
change even in the years ahead.

Dr Mohit Gera, PCCF (HoFF) 
and Chairman, J&K Pollution 
Control Committee spoke in 
detail on purpose of workshop, 
likely strategies and action 
plan for building in resilience 
in Union Territory in view of 
vulnerability of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He also highlighted 
role of Forest sector in mitiga-
tion of climate and how forests 
are supporting Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Tourism from 
perspective of climate change 
and adaptation. 

Sex Racket Busted In 
Kupwara, 5 Arrested

J&K Govt To Revive Traditional 
Millet Cultivation On 8,000 
Hectares Of Land

SVEEP Voters Awareness 
Held At Shopian
Sports Activities, Main Attractions Of The Awareness Camp

G20 Meetings

Secretary Health Assesses 
Healthcare Arrangements

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Secretary, Health 
and Medical Education, Bhu-
pender Kumar on Tuesday vis-
ited Kashmir Nursing Home 
here at Gupkar to take first 
hand appraisal of healthcare 
facilities being made in the 
Kashmir Nursing Home for the 
upcoming G20 summit to be 
held in Kashmir in May.

Secretary was accompa-
nied by Principal Government 
Medical College, Srinagar, Dr. 
Tanveer Masood and Director, 
Health Services Kashmir, Dr. 
Mushtaq Ahmad Rather.

Secretary visited all sections of 
the Nursing Home and reviewed 
ongoing works being executed 
regarding healthcare facilities for 

the G20 summit. He directed the 
Principal GMC and Medical Super-
intendent Kashmir Nursing Home 
to expedite the pending works 
and make the hospital fully ready 
in all respects within a fortnight.

He also directed the Medical Su-
perintendent to increase the OPD 
footfalls of the hospital so that the 
people are benefited at large.

Pertinent to mention, Sec-
retary Health and Medical 
Education has been regularly 
taking stock of healthcare ar-
rangements for G20 meetings 
to ensure all requisite facilities 
available for the visiting digni-
taries. The medical staff is being 
trained and updated regarding 
healthcare equipment and fa-
cilities which will be available 
during the G20 summit. 

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: An alleged pros-
titution racket was busted in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Kupwara 
district on Tuesday with the ar-
rest of five people, police said.

Information was received 
about sex racket being operated 
from Shabir Ahmad War's house 
in Reshipora area of Handwara 
in the north Kashmir district, a 
police spokesperson said.

This is the third sex racket 
that has been busted this 
month in the union territory.

The spokesperson said a raid 
was conducted at the house 
and War, his wife, a sex worker 
and two customers -- Rayees Ah 

Lone, from Rafiabad's Danger-
pora and Bilal Ahmad Sheikh, 
from Baramulla's Binner -- were 
arrested, the spokesperson said.

Rs 47,800 cash was also recov-
ered from the spot, he said, add-
ing a case has been registered 
and an investigation initiated.

On April 3, police had busted an 
alleged prostitution racket in the 
Bagh-e-Mehtab area of Srinagar 
city, and arrested two people who 
were running it from a rented ac-
commodation. A day later, the 
house owner also was nabbed.

Police on April 11 busted a 
prostitution racket in the Now-
gam area of Srinagar and arrest-
ed three people and detained 
two customers and a sex worker. 

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: Various activities 
under 'Systematic Voter’s Edu-
cation and Electoral Participa-
tion (SVEEP) programme were 
held at Heerpora, Shopian to 
create awareness regarding the 
electoral process and to convey 
voter awareness messages.

The team of election employ-
ees under the supervision of 
Deputy District Election Officer 
Shopian, Jahangir Ahmed held 
a programme at Govt. Boys 
Higher Secondary School Heer-
pora Shopian here.

On the occasion, the partici-
pants were briefed about the basic 
knowledge related to the electoral 
process. In order to make the pro-

gramme more attractive and atten-
tive, a Cricket Match and Badmin-
ton Match were also organised.

The participants included 
teachers, students, BLOs and 
other officers/ officials who 
wholeheartedly took part in 
the activities to encourage and 
create awareness among all the 
eligible and prospective voters 
about the voter registration 
and electoral participation.

The programme also included 
the discussion regarding the 
Electoral Process, Constitution 
value of Vote, etc. with a view 
to incorporate the sense of elec-
toral registration and participa-
tion in Voting. Subsequently, all 
the participating students were 
asked to take a pledge

DC Kulgam 
Reviews 
Implementation 
Of Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan

Observer News Service

KULGAM: The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat on Tuesday chaired a meeting 
of officers to review the implemen-
tation of Jal Shakti Abhiyan, (Catch 
the Rain) in the district.

 During the meeting, the DC in-
structed concerned to visit  springs 
and tube wells which are source to 
various drinking water  schemes to 
find out the requisite interventions 
for sustainability of these Water re-
sources and to formulate compre-
hensive and meticulous plan.

Dr Bilal stressed on the need for 
making extra efforts for water con-
servation and rainwater harvesting.

He also  called for advance plan-
ning to catch the rain under the Jal 
Shakti Abhiyan and efficient water 
management.

While  Highlighting the importance 
of community participation for the 
success of the campaign in the dis-
trict, the DC stressed  to create aware-
ness and involve the general public to 
give momentum to the campaign.

During the meeting, the DC also re-
viewed progress and  achievements 
of targets made by the line  depart-
ments under Jal Shakti Abhiyan.

He further asked the  departments 
to work in cohesion and make dedi-
cated efforts to conserve and pre-
serve water for the present and fu-
ture generations.

The meeting was attended by 
ADDC, Showkat Ahmad Rather; JDP, 
Zahid Sajjad; ACR, Mir Imtiyaz-ul-
Aziz; ACD, Mohammad Imran; CEO, 
Executive Engineers from Jal Shakti, 
Irrigation and Flood Control, DAO 
and other officers. 

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir 
administration has set a target to 
revive the cultivation of traditional 
millet crops on 8,000 hectares of 
land in the Union Territory.

The process will begin by provid-
ing seeds of seven varieties of millets 
to the farmers with 100 per cent sub-
sidy in 10 districts of Jammu region.

The administration in February 
this year also approved a Rs 15-crore 
project to prop up nutri cereals, be-
sides promoting and enhancing mil-
lets production and consumption in 
the Union Territory.

The project aims to revive tra-
ditional millet growing in around 
8,000 hectares of land and double 
the productivity per-hectare from 10 
to 20 quintals, the officials said.

The project, to be implemented 
over a period of three years, aims 
to promote cultivation of millets, 
increase their value addition and 
generate entrepreneurship op-
portunities for farmers, additional 
chief secretary at Agriculture Pro-
duction Department Atal Dulloo 
said.

As part of the project, the agricul-
ture department has earmarked an 
area of 1,400 hectares for growing 
millets and farmers are being provid-
ed seeds with 100 per cent subsidy.

"The year 2023 is the internation-
al year of millets. In Jammu division, 
the agriculture department has ear-
marked 1,400 hectares for the pro-
duction of millets. We have seven 
different varieties of millets. We are 
going to provide seeds to farmers on 
100 per cent subsidy around 10 dis-
tricts of Jammu division," Joint Di-
rector, Agriculture(Input), A S Reen 
told PTI.

He said these seeds are water-re-

silient and good for wetlands (Kandi 
land). "We have selected the areas 
and will distribute the seeds to farm-
ers soon. It is a high-value crop and 
its export demand is very high," he 
said.

Reen said that if a farmer wants 
to start a small processing plant, the 
government is providing Rs 4 lakh to 
Rs 5.25 lakh subsidy.

"We are also promoting Millet 
restaurants and providing Rs 2 lakh 
subsidy to them for introducing mil-
let-based food," he said.

Millets are known as the "miracle 
grains" or "crops of the future" due 
to their resilience to climate change. 
They can grow in drought-prone ar-
eas and do not require large amount 
of water or external inputs, making 
them an ideal crop for small scale 
farmers in Jammu and Kashmir, the 
officials said.

The Centre is actively promoting 
the cultivation, processing and mar-
keting of millets and in the past de-
clared 2018 as the 'National Year of 
Millets'.

The United Nations General As-
sembly, following a request from 
the Indian government, has declared 
2023 as the 'International Year of 
Millets' to raise awareness about the 
health benefits and sustainable pro-
duction and consumption of millets.

Dulloo said the government is 
also focusing on creating awareness 
about millets among the farming 
community.

"Despite growing awareness and 
popularity of millets, their produc-
tion and consumption is still limited 
and there are several challenges that 
need to be addressed. One of the 
significant challenges is the lack of 
awareness and knowledge about 
millets among farmers and consum-
ers," Dulloo said.
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4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora Srinagar-190015
c

Ref. No. CSK/DCC-66/2022-23/1721                                                                               Dated:-15-Nov-2022

General Secretary
SD/-

CANCER SOCIETY OF K ASHMIR .

    

Subject:	-	 Notice for inviting tenders for Anti Cancer Drugs
and other related supportive drugs etc. 

(TENDER NOTICE)

Group-A  Anticancer Drugs Annexure A

1. Sealed tenders in two cover bid system affixed with Rs.10/ - Revenue 

Stamps are invited for and on behalf of Chairman Cancer Society of 

Kashmir from Manufacturers/Firms/Companies/Stockists/Authorised 

distributers for one year W.e.f. date of approval of rate contract which 

must reach this office by or before 01 -12-2022 for the following groups.

 

        

 

Group-B Colostomy / Urostomy / ilosetomy Bags Annexure B
 

Group-C Surgical Items / Supportive Drugs Annexure C
 

be entertained.

3. The tenders should be addressed to the Chairman Cancer Society of 

Kashmir 4-Baghi Islam Colony Lalnagar Chanapora.

  
2. The tenders should be accompanied with Earnest Money Deposit for Group 

“A” of Rs. 1.00 lac, for Group “B” Rs, 60,000/ - & for Group “C” Rs, 10,000/ -

in shape of CDR/FDR to be drawn on any Nationalized/Scheduled Bank 

pledged to the Cancer Society of Kashmir. Without which tenders shall not  

4. Tenders should invariably be submitted in two Bid System containing two 

parts as detailed below:-

 

    

5. Detailed tender notice along with list of drugs can be had from CSK office on 

all working days from 10:00 Am to 04:00 Pm. 
6.

Authorised distributor shall enclose copy of authorisa tion letter of the 

concerned company.

 7. CSK reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/tenders without assigning 

any reason thereof. On acceptance of tender and its communication to the 

successful tenderer, the same shall be binding upon the successful t enderer 

with immediate effect.

Part I  ------  Techno Commercial Bid in separate sealed cover

Price Bid/Financial Bid for all groups in another sealed cover.Part II  ------  

                        Both sealed covers to be put in outer cover.
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As Climate Change Progresses, 
Trees In Cities Struggle
Agenceis

As the driest summer in Se-
attle's record books end-
ed, trees across the city 

were sounding silent alarms.
It was the latest in a 

string of Seattle summers 
in the last decade, includ-
ing a record-breaking heat 
dome in 2021, to feature 
drier conditions and hotter 
temperatures that have left 
many trees with premature 
brown leaves and needles, 
bald branches and excessive 
seeding - all signs of stress.

You see it in big leaf 
maples and hemlocks, just 
loaded with cones or seeds, 
it's kind of their last-ditch 
effort to reproduce, said 
Shea Cope, an arborist at 
Washington Park Arbore-
tum, a sprawling 230-acre 
(93 hectare) park north of 
downtown.

This summer was fatal for 
three significant trees in the 
park's pine collection, in-
cluding an 85-year-old Japa-
nese red pine infected with 

fungus left by beetles.
We're losing conifers 

faster than our broad leaf, 
deciduous ones, Cope added 
as he surveyed a towering 
knobcone pine with half its 
canopy dead.

Cities worldwide have 
promised to plant more 
carbon-absorbing trees to 
help fight climate change. 
Research has shown the 
shade of mature trees also 
helps reduce unhealthful 
heat islands, especially in 
poor neighbourhoods.

President Joe Biden's 
Inflation Reduction Act in-
fused USD 1.5 billion into 
the Forest Service's urban 

tree programme money for 
cities to do even more plant-
ing and maintenance.

Life in a city can be es-
pecially hard for a tree, and 
those challenges are escalat-
ing with global warming.

Researchers from France 
and Australia analysed the 
impact of hotter tempera-
tures and less rain on more 
than 3,100 tree and shrub 
species in 164 cities across 
78 countries. They found 
about half the trees already 
were experiencing climate 
conditions beyond their 
limits. They also concluded 
that by 2050 nearly all tree 
species planted in Austra-

lian cities will not be able to 
survive in urban areas.

If trends hold, we are 
going to have a lot of trees 
die, said Nicholas Johnson, 
an arborist for Seattle City 
Parks. Under heat, trees get 
weak just like people.

Heat and drought force 
trees to spend energy sur-
viving that would otherwise 
go to regeneration, growth 
or fighting off disease and 
pests, Johnson said. Every-
thing outside is trying to eat 
a tree. The stresses become 
compounded.

Human-caused climate 
change also fuels more ex-
treme weather such as in-
tense wind, rain and freez-
ing temperatures.

It's not the gradual 
change that's going to be the 
problem, it's these extreme 
swings of too much water, 
too little water, too much 
wind, and storm intensi-
ties are going to cause these 
rapid changes, said David 
Nowak, a retired scientist 
for the US Forest Service.

Twitter's Fate In 
Doubt As Employees 
Defy Elon Musk's 
Ultimatum

The future of Twitter 
seemed to hang in the 
balance Friday after its 

offices were locked down and 
key employees announced 
their departures in defiance 
of an ultimatum from new 
owner Elon Musk.

Fears grew that the fresh 
exodus would threaten the 
very existence of one of the 
world's most influential 
internet platforms, which 
serves as a key communi-
cation tool for the world's 
media, politicians, compa-
nies and celebrities.

Mr Musk, also the CEO 
of Tesla and SpaceX, has 
come under fire for radi-
cal changes at the Califor-
nia-based firm, which he 
bought less than a month 
ago for $44 billion.

Struggling KKR Seek Change 
Of Fortunes Against RCB

City, Arsenal Meet In 
Potential PL Title Decider

Agencies

LONDON: Arsenal is discovering 
the brutal reality about going 
toe to toe with Manchester City 
in the final stretch of a Premier 
League title race.

Perfection is pretty much essential.
And at the moment, Arsenal 

is far from perfect.
Three straight draws — the 

most recent coming at home to 
Southampton, the league's last-
place team — has seen the long-
time leader lose the initiative, if 
not quite first place.

Arsenal's credentials are be-
ing seriously questioned ahead 
of the ultimate test in English 
soccer and what many are bill-
ing a title decider: An away 
match against City.

"We really want it and we are 
going to show it again tomor-

row night," Arsenal manager 
Mikel Arteta said Tuesday, "but 
you have to deliver in the right 
moment the right performance, 
and it has to be perfection.

"Because that's what this last lev-
el demands — absolute perfection." 

It's something City is getting 
used to producing at this stage 
of the season. Just ask Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp, whose 
team fell short of the title de-
spite posting points totals of 97 
(in 2018-19) and 92 (in 2021-
22) while up against the City 
juggernaut.

In the first of those duels, 
City closed the league cam-
paign with 14 straight victories 
to win the title by a point. Last 
season, the difference between 
the teams was also a point after 
City went its final 12 games un-

beaten, winning 10 of them.
And Pep Guardiola's team is at 

it again. Heading into Wednes-
day's game at Etihad Stadium, 
City is on a 16-game unbeaten 
run in all competitions, taking 
25 points from a possible 27 in 
the league in that period.

That Arsenal still holds a five-
point lead is testament to its ex-
traordinary, improbable start to 
the season. The team is young, 
though, and isn't used to han-
dling the pressure of a title race.

It's why many view City as 
the favorite, considering its 
form, its two games in hand and 
its pedigree in these situations.

Asked whether nerves were 
to blame for throwing away 
two-goal leads in draws against 
Liverpool and West Ham and 
then dropping two more points 
in the 3-3 with Southampton on 

Friday, Arteta said: "I think it's 
more about the situation — the 
key moments in games haven't 
gone our way. It could have 
been different." 

Saliba will be absent again 
on Wednesday, Arteta said, 
while midfielder Granit Xhaka 
remains a doubt after missing 
the game against Southampton 
because of illness.

What might have gone un-
noticed amid Arsenal's recent 
slip-ups is that the team is still 
on a 10-match unbeaten run in 
the league itself. It's why Arteta 
retains hope and belief in his 
players, even if they lose to City.

"We are toe to toe with them,'' 
he said. ''We knew we had to go 
to the Etihad and we knew after 
that we're going to have another 
five very difficult games. (AP)

Press Trust of India

BENGALURU: Kolkata Knight 
Riders will be desperate to 
bring their flagging campaign 
back on track while Royal 
Challengers Bangalore will 
look to shrug off the overde-
pendence on its top three bat-
ters when the two teams clash 
in the IPL here on Wednesday.

The two-time champions 
have looked clueless in their 
last four outings, losing at 
home while also on the road. 
The Nitish Rana-led side is cur-
rently at seventh spot with just 
two wins from seven games.

The losses can largely be 
pegged down to the shoddy 
performance by KKR batters. 
They are missing their regular 
skipper Shreyas Iyer and star 
all-rounder Shakib-Al-Hasan.

In the 49-run loss against 
Chennai Super Kings on Sun-
day, KKR batters were expect-
ed to rise to the occasion, chas-
ing a 230 plus score, instead 
the top-order, comprising the 
likes of Venkatesh Iyer, Rana 
and N Jagadeesan crumbled 
under pressure.

The big-hitting Andre Rus-
sell has also failed miserably 
in his role as the finisher. He 
hasn't been able to hit the big 
shots and the fact that KKR 
send him at number seven or 
eight has not been helpful.

The all-rounder's fitness 
is also a concern. He hasn't 
bowled his quota of four overs 
even once this season as he of-
ten gets injured while bowling.

But KKR will walk into the 
game with a slight psychologi-
cally edge, having defeated RCB 
by 81 runs earlier this season.

Meanwhile, RCB will be high 
on confidence after eking out 
a seven-run win over the then 
table toppers Rajasthan Royals 
and would be eager to extend 
their winning streak.

Faf du Plessis and his troops 
have won four of their seven 
games, including the last two, 
and find themselves just out-
side of the top four in the fifth 
spot. RCB's wins have come on 
the back of sensational per-
formers by a few players.

Du Plessis has been in sub-
lime form and has raised sev-
eral century-stands with Virat 

Kohli and Glenn Maxwell, who 
are also in good nick.

Such is the dependence on 
the three that only they are 
doing the bulk of the scoring 
while the other batters have 
failed to fire. More is expected 
from the middle-order com-
prising Dinesh Karthik, Mahi-
pal Lomlor, Shahbaz Ahmed 
and Suyash Prabhudessai.

Among bowlers, Moham-
med Siraj has been in sensa-
tional form. The Purple Cap 
holder has conceded at 7.17 
runs per over and has bowled 
the most dot balls -- 89 this 
season.

Siraj is being ably supported 
by Wayne Parnell and Harshal 
Patel.

The addition of Sri Lankan 
spinner Wanindu Hasaranga 
has also done wonders for 
the previously struggling RCB 
bowling unit.

RCB were undone by KKR 
spinners earlier this season 
and they will have to be a bit 
cautious while playing the 
likes of Varun Chakravarthy, 
Suyash Sharma and Narine.

Match starts: 7.30pm IST.

Secretary JKSC Reviews 2023-
24 Calendar Of Activities

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Secretary, J&K Sports 
Council (JKSC), Nuzhat Gull, on 
Tuesday chaired a meeting in 
her office chamber to review the 
2023-24 calender of activities 
planned by the council.

Speaking on the occasion, Sec-
retary informed that with the 
mission to maximize the reach of 
sports activities across J&K, sever-
al sports activities under the ban-
ner of different sports verticals.

Discussing the modalities 
regarding preparations to kick-
start the sports activities in J&K, 
the Secretary apprised that the 
digitisation of the website for 
registration of participating ath-
letes is in final stages and it shall 
be launched soon.

She also asked the attend-
ees to prepare a separate pro-
gramme especially for the 
children enrolled in both gov-

ernment and private schools.
Divisional Sports Officer 

Kashmir, Nuzhat Farooq im-
pressed upon the need for 
procurement of game related 
equipments well in time.

Stressing upon the need for 
close coordination with all rec-
ognised sports associations, 
Secretary JKSC asked Divisional 
Sports Officer J, K & C to coor-
dinate with all the recognised 
associations to prepare and 
submit the calendar of activities 
2023-24 within two days. 

The advent of leagues in vari-
ous sports disciplines was taken 
into consideration and accord-
ingly the formats and fixtures 
were discussed covering both 
genders and expanding scope to 
rural all possible niche of the J&K.  

The plan to celebrate important 
days of national and sports impor-
tance systematically all through 
the year was also discussed.

ZPEO Anantnag Holds Inter 
School Sports Competitions

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Zonal Physical 
Education Office (ZPEO) Anant-
nag conducted a Zonal Level 
Inter School Carrom and Chess 
competitions for Girls of Un-

der-14 and Under-17 age group 
on Tuesday. 

The competitions were held at 
BHSS Khanabal Anantnag under 
the supervision of Principal BHSS 
Khanabal. More than 450 partici-
pants participated in the events.
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