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J&K To Have American Type Road

Infrastructure In Coming Years: Gadkari
Says Kashmir To Kanyakumari Dream Road To Complete By 2024

MAJID NABI

Srinagar: Union Minister of
Road Transport and Highways,
Nitin Gadkare Monday stated
that Jammu and Kashmir will
compete with the United States
of America in terms of road in-
frastructure in the years to come.

Minister also said the dream
of having a highway from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari will be
realised by the beginning of the
next year.

Interacting with the media
at Lalit Grand Palace here after
inspecting the ongoing work
at Zojila Tunnel, Gadkare said
Jammu and Kashmir will have
19 tunnels at a cost of Rs 25,000
crore while construction of
13.14 Kilometer long tunnel and
approach road at a cost of Rs
6800 crore is in the progress.

Elaborating, the Union Minister
also said a 7.75 meters single
tube, 2 lane tunnel will pass un-
der Zojila between Ganderbal
district in central Kashmir and
Drass town of Kargil.

“I am glad to announce
that Jammu and Kashmir will

compete with the United States
of America in terms of Road in-
frastructure in the upcoming
years. Employment opportuni-
ties will increase manifold, while
tourism will increase 2-3 times
with the construction of Zojila
Tunnel having a Smart Tunnel
system with New Austrian
Tunneling Method,” he said.

The Union Minister also said
that Zojila tunnel is equipped
with facilities like uninterrupted

|

power supply, CCTV, radio control
and ventilation,” said Gadkare.
Union Territory of Ladakh will
have all weather construction
after the completion of the proj-
ect, Gadkare said. He said
“There will be all weather
connectivity for Ladakh. The av-
erage travel time to cross Zojila
usually takes three hours but
travel time will reduce to mere
20 minutes after the completion
of the Zojila Tunnel. This Tunnel

KO Photo | Abid Bhat

Identification Of Minorities

SC Gives J&K 'Last
Opportunity' To Respond

Rajasthan, Telangana Also Asked To
Submit Response In Six-Weeks

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Monday gave the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir six weeks
to submit its response on the is-
sue of identification of minorities
at the state level, after the Centre
pleaded for giving them a "last
opportunity".

The states of Rajasthan and
Telangana were also asked to
submit their response within the
stipulated time.

Additional  Solicitor
General (ASG) K M
Nataraj, appearing
for the Centre, told
a bench of Justices
S K Kaul and A
Amanullah that re-
sponses were still
awaited from Rajasthan
and Telanagana. Part reply
from Jammu and Kashmir was
also awaited, he said.

He urged the bench to give
them the last opportunity to fur-
nish their responses.

The bench, while giving them
six weeks to respond, said copy of
its order be sent to the two states
and the Union Territory inform-
ing them that the apex court will
close the opportunity for accept-
ing their responses if they fail to
do so within the deadline.

The top court posted the mat-
ter for further hearing in July.

The apex court was hear-
ing the pleas, including the one
filed by advocate Ashwini Kumar

Upadhyay, which has sought di-
rections for framing guidelines for
identification of minorities at the
state level, contending that Hindus
are in minority in 10 states.

While hearing the matter on
January 17, the apex court had ex-
pressed displeasure over six states
and Union Territories (UTs), includ-
ing Rajasthan and Telengana, not
submitting their comments to the
Centre on the issue of identification
of minorities at the state level.

"We fail to appreciate
why these states/Union
Territories do not re-
spond and thus give

last opportunity
to the central gov-
ernment to obtain
the responses from
them, failing which
we will presume that
they have nothing to say,”
it had said.

On January 17, Attorney General
R Venkataramani, appearing for
the Centre, had referred to the sta-
tus report filed by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs which said that 24
states and six UTs have so far fur-
nished their comments on the issue.

The status report, filed in the
apex court in January, had said
that comments from six states
and UTs -- Arunachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Lakshadweep, Rajasthan and
Telangana -- were still awaited.

On November 22 last year, the
Centre had told the top court
that it has |More on P10

will not only reduce travel time
but will prove to be fuel effi-
cient,” he added.

He said work on road develop-
mentatacost of Rs 1.25 crore under
Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojna
(PMGSY) s in progress; while work
on five tunnels is on to reduce the
travel time along Srinagar-Jammu
national Highway.

“Rs 6842 crore will be spent
on making Mughal Road an all
weather connected road. The
Union government is making all
out efforts to construct a road
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari,”
Gadkari said.

Gadkari said the dream of
having a highway from Kashmir
to Kanyakumari will be realised
by the beginning of the next year.

"Kashmir to Kanyakumari
road was a dream for us. From
Rohtang to Ladakh, four tunnels
will be constructed. From Leh,
we will come to Kargil and join
Zojila and Z-Morh tunnels.

"A new road will reduce
distance between Delhi and
Chennai by 1,312 kilometres.
This dream will come true by
the start of 2024," |More on P10

'Zojila Tunnel Historic,
Highest In Asia'

nion Road Transport
U and Highways Minister

Nitin Gadkari along with
a 13-member Parliamentary
committee on Monday
reviewed the construction work
of the strategic Zojila tunnel,
which will provide all-weather
connectivity between Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh.
While terming the tunnel
historic, the minister said that
the project is part of a dream
to connect the Kashmir valley
with Kanyakumari.
The Union minister also
announced that the Z-Morh
tunnel, which connects
Gagangir with Sonamarg
and provides all-weather
connectivity to the resort in the
Ganderbal district of central
Kashmir, will be inaugurated in
October this year.

"This is a historic and
important tunnel in the history
of India. The tunnel length is
supposed to be the highest in
Asia," Gadkari told reporters
after inspecting the work on
the site at an altitude of over
11,500 feet.

The Union minister led a
13-member delegation of the
Parliamentary consultative
committee on the ministry.
The tunnel project through

the mighty Zojila Pass at an
altitude of 11,578 feet on the
Srinagar-Kargil-Leh National
highway is of strategic
importance as the highway
remains closed during winters
due to heavy snowfall, cutting
off the Ladakh region from
Kashmir. The single-tube Zojila
tunnel from Baltal, in the
Ganderbal district |[More on P10

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari and J&K Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha pose for a photograph after inspecting
the ongoing work on the ambitious Zojila Tunnel project on Monday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

UNION TERRITORIES DO NOT RESPOND and

G WE FAIL TO APPRECIATE WHY THESE STATES/

thus give last opportunity to the central
government to obtain the responses from them, failing
which we will presume that they have nothing to say."

RPF Officer Injured
In SPO’s Misfire

Railway Protection Force
A(RPF) officer was injured in

an accidental fire from an
AK rifle of a Special Police Officer
(SPO) at a railway station here,
officials said on Monday.
Identified as sub-inspector (SI)
of the force, Sudhir Kumar Rai
(48) was shifted to a hospital for
treatment. He was injured due
to an accidental fire from the
rifle of SPO Harbajan Singh while
crossing a foot-over bridge to exit
the station after deboarding the
Begumpura |More on P10

[Itija Demands Regular
Passport For 10 Years

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti's daughter Iltija on Monday
shot off a letter to the regional
passport officer here, question-
ing the decision to issue her a
country-specific passport for two
years only, and demanding a reg-
ular passport for 10 years.

"As per rule 12 of the pass-
port rules, duration of the
passport has to be ten years.
However, in my case it has
been illegally curtailed to two
years. In addition, the pass-
port has been issued with an

endorsement that it's only
valid for the UAE.

"Both these decisions have
been taken in violation of the
mandate of the Passport Act,”
lltija wrote in her letter to
the regional passport officer
Davinder Kumar.

Last week, Iltija was issued a

passport for a limited period of

two years to allow her to study
abroad despite an adverse re-
port by the Crime Investigation
Department of police.

The 35-year-old daughter of

the former chief minister had
moved |MoreonP10

Sharp Decline In
RTI Applications
In J&K

Findings Of CHRI
Reveal 31 % RTI Receipts
Less In 2021-22

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu & Kashmir
Union Territory recorded a
sharp decline in the number of
applications filed with different
departments under the Right to
Information Act-2005 in 2021-
22, a report by a transparency
panel said on Monday.

According to an analysis
of the Central Information
Commission  (CIC)  annual
report for 2021-22 by the
Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI), Jammu and
Kashmir administration report-
ed a 31.44% decline in RTI appli-
cations received in 2021-22 as
compared to 2020-21. “Among
the UTs, Jammu and Kashmir
reported a 31.44% decline in the
number of RTI receipts in 2021-
22 (1,099) as compared with
the 2020-21 figure (1,603),” the
CHRI said in its findings.

The CHRI findings further
reveal that although Jammu
& Kashmir reported only 94
RTI applications carried over
from 2020-21, it was neverthe-
less a 683.33% increase over
the 2019-20 figure (12 RTI
applications).

The CHRI further said that
J&K reported a [More on P10

J&K Reports
50 New
Corona Cases

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
reported 50 fresh covid-19 cas-
es while there was no death due
to the virus during the last 24
hours, officials said on Monday.

They said that 32 cases were
reported from Jammu division
and 18 from Kashmir Valley, tak-
ing the overall tally to 480223.
Among the cases, 174303 are
from Jammu division and
305919 from Kashmir Valley.

Providing district wise details
of the cases, they said 20 cases
were reported from Jammu,
nine from Pulwama, seven each
from Samba, six from Srinagar,
two each from Doda, Reasi,
Kupwara and one each from
Poonch and Baramulla.

There was no death ei-
ther from Jammu division or
Kashmir valley during the
time. So far 4788 people have
succumbed to the virus and
among them include 2355
from Jammu division and 2433
from the Valley.

Besides, they said, 16
Covid-19 patients recovered
during the last [More on P10

17 Graft Cases Filed By ACB In Last 3 Months

Augqib Javeed

Srinagar: Taking tough action
against the government offi-
cials involved in malpractices,
the Jammu & Kashmir Anti-
corruption Bureau (ACB) has
registered over 17 cases in the
first three months of ongoing
year against public servants for
accepting bribes, besides their
involvement in embezzlement
of funds, disproportionate as-
sets, and other cases.

According to official figures,
the anti-graft body has registered
only six cases in Jammu division,
while 11 cases have been filed
in Kashmir province—indicating

that the corruption in the Valley
was much higher than the win-
ter capital.

Three cases have been reg-
istered in Jammu city and one
each in Udhampur, Doda and
Rajouri districts. In the Valley,
7 cases have been registered in
Srinagar, three in Anantnag and
1 in North Kashmir’ Baramulla

district, the data revealed.

An official from the ACB told
Kashmir Observer that the
government has ordered a zero
policy towards corruption and
ACB was leaving no stone un-
turned to ensure the same.

“Whenever we receive any
complaint, we keep the per-
son anonymous and without
wasting any time we ensure
the person, if found guilty, is
behind bars,” the official said,
wishing not to be named.

Last year the department
registered 128 FIRs in J&K
against the government offi-
cials, including 18 top revenue
department |More onP10

Shooting Stones Block
Banihal Highway

he traffic on the Jammu-
TSrinagar national highway was
suspended on Monday due
to falling of stones from hillocks in
Ramban district, officials said.
The road was blocked at Chamalwas
near Banihal town at 9.45 am, the
officials said.
The restoration work on the
highway, the only all-weather road
linking Kashmir with the rest of the
country, has not started yet, they
said, adding the road clearance
agency has moved its men and
machinery to clear the debris.

S H O R T

LG Inspects Progress
Of Yatri Niwas

ieutenant Governor Manoj
LSinha on Monday conducted
the on-site inspection of
the construction work of Shri
Amarnathiji Shrine Board’s Office
and Yatri Niwas at Pantha Chowk,
Srinagar.
The Lt Governor emphasized on
accelerating the pace of works to
ensure timely completion of the
project.
The new facility will fulfil the
long pending demand of all
stakeholders and devotees from
across the country and abroad.

T A K E S

2 Traffic Cops Suspended
For Taking Bribe

o traffic policemen, including
I an assistant sub-inspector,
were placed under suspension
for “unprofessional conduct” in
Ramban district of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said on Monday.
The action against ASI Bini Kumar
and selection grade constable
Mohammed Latief was taken after
they were caught purportedly
taking money from a driver on the
Jammu-Srinagar national highway
at Trishol Morh, the police said.
A video is doing rounds on various
social media platforms |More on P10

3 ARTO Employees
Fall In ACB Net

he anti corruption bureau (ACB)

Ton Monday arrested three
employees at the assistant

regional transport office (ARTO)

office in Sopore for accepting a

bribe, said an official.

An official said that three employees

(consolidated) at ARTO office Sopore

were arrested for taking a bribe

from the public visiting the office

for obtaining Driving License, NOC,

Registration of vehicles.

There were a number of complaints

pouring in from the public against

these employees in |More on P10

Leopard Captured
In Budgam

leopard was captured alive
Aby the officials of Wildlife
Department in Kralpora area
of Chadoora in Central Kashmir’s
Budgam district, officials said
Monday.
Quoting an official, news agency KNO

reported that the leopard was spotted

in Kralpora late Sunday night by
locals who informed the officials.
He said soon after getting
information, traps were set up and
leopard was captured alive

The official said it will be takento a
safe location and will be set free.
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How Parents Feel About Feelings Can
Deeply Affect A Child's Development

Press Trust Of India

ow our families express feel-
ings, talk about feelings and
react to feelings can have ripple
effects into the next generation.

When someone becomes a par-
ent, the models they had can become
embedded in how they in turn parent.

A parent's organised set of
thoughts and feelings about their own
and their child's feelings is what some
psychologists call parental meta-emo-
tion philosophy. Understanding this
can make a big difference in parenting
and children's development.

[ lead research projects that inves-
tigate the usefulness of programmes
that teach parents how to understand
their feelings about feelings and guide
their children in healthy emotional
regulation and coping strategies.

The family emotional climate

All of us have a long emotional
history that comes from the emo-
tional climate we grew up with. Early
experiences become ingrained in how
we feel about feelings, and affect our
ability to form healthy relationships.

Based on their emotional history,
some parents become good at what
psychologists call emotion coaching.

These parents have learned to rec-
ognise and accept their feelings, for
example that it is okay to be sad. They
are aware of their children's lower-
intensity feelings and view their chil-
dren's emotional displays as a time for
connection and teaching.

Becoming aware of feelings

Other parents have learned to ignore
or deny their feelings and develop a ten-
dency to dismiss emotions. These par-
ents tend to avoid uncomfortable feel-
ings like sadness and anger. Emotionally
dismissive parents will likely try to make
uncomfortable feelings in children go
away quickly or brush them off by saying
things like you'll get over it.

Gaining the ability to be aware
of, understand and manage feel-
ings is an important part of child
development. Studies have shown
that parents who have an emotion
coaching philosophy support their
children's emotional regulation,
behaviour and social skills.

The question is, how effective is
teaching parents to understand their
feelings about feelings at improv-
ing the family emotional climate and
child development outcomes.

Parenting programmes

Parent education programmes teach
parents about children's needs and de-
velopment and offer them tools to en-
hance their parenting behaviours. Some
parenting classes and programmes are
delivered through organizations like
family centres and social services.

Others are offered through medical
clinics like pediatricians' offices. There
are many programmes that help par-
ents respond to children's challenging
behaviours for example, teaching par-
ents how to positively reinforce chil-
dren's appropriate behaviours.

More recently, some parenting
programmes have begun to focus
on parents' feelings about feelings:
emotion-focused parenting pro-
grammes. These programmes teach
parents specific parenting behav-
iours that support their children's
emotional needs.

NIT No.01/CDII/249-59 of 2023-24

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B CONSTRUCTION DIVISION NO.II, SGR.

DATED: 08.04.2023
Forand on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No. | Name of Work Adv.Cost | Cost of T/Doc. | Earnest Money [Time of M.Hof  [Class of
(Rs.InLacs)|(In Rupees ) (In Rupees ) completion |Account |Contractor
1 2 3 4 4 6 8
. Improvement/ Upgradation of Approach road from Nehru 3.50 200/- 7000/- 15 Days “DEE”
Helipad to parking outside Gate No.2 at Rajbhawan by way of
Construction of Kachcha Drain and Khak Bajri Berm.
Position of AAA:  Under Process
?osition of funds Under Process
. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of

terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of

Jammu And Kashmir Union Territory

Office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Shopian.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-NIT S.NO:-(02) OF 2023-24 (E-TENDERING)

For And On Behalf Of Lt. Governor Union Territory Of J&K, E-Tenders Are Invited On An Percentage Basis From Approved And Eligible Contractors Registered With J&K State
Govt. Cpwd/ Railways/ Other Governments/ Union Territory For The Below-Mentioned Works.

S.No |[Name of work /Adv.Cost [Costof |EMD2%ofthe [Timeof [Classof |Head of Account
(Inlacs) [Tender [advertised cost |comple- |Contract
Doc tion

01 Construction of escape channel at Rd (-) 12 mtr of Tongri canal .20 150/- 4400/- 15days DEE 701-M&R

02 Resectlonlng, deepening and widening of Natoo Canal fromRD1710to 3000Mat .00 100/- 2000/- 10days |DEE 2702-M&R
spots

03  |Restoration of damaged spot Telwan Wunder fall on Awneera canal by way of bed .50 ‘100/- 3000/- 10days |DEE 2702-M&R

treatment, Cement concrete lining and plugging of breached spot

04 |Construction of lining wall on D1 canal at Momen (Raising only) 1.00 100/- 000/- 15days |DEE 702-M&R

05 Bed treatment and lining of Awneera canal at Karalcheck .50 150/- 5000/- 15days |DEE 702-M&R

06  |Removal of slips/ big boulders including rooted tree trunks from Rd 0 to 4000 mtr at [0.99 ‘100/- 1980/- 10days [DEE 2702-M&R
spots of Shah Khul

07  Restoration of two number offtake points of Chin Ladi at Village Kachdoora 1.03 100/- 060/- 10days |DEE 702-M&R

08  Resectioning, deepening and widening of supply channel and outlets of Imamsahib |0.70 100/- 1400/- 10days [DEE 2702-M&R
Storage Tank

09  |Re-sectioning, deepening and widening of Manul Zoura canal fromRD 4826 Mto  [1.00 ‘100/- 2000/- 10days [DEE 2702-M&R
5600 M spots

10 Construction of lining wall on left side of Lalnad Khul near the land of Shakeel 1.20 ‘100/- 2400/- 10days |DEE 2702-M&R
Abmad

POSITION OF FUNDS: BUDGETARY PROVISION.

ACCORD OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL: ACCORDED VIDE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER HYDRAULIC CIRCLE PULWAMA HQ-SHOPIANS ORDER NO: 80 OF 03/2023 DAT-
ED: 29-03-2023 AND NO: 81 0F 03/2022-23 DATED: 29-03-2023.

1. THE BIDDING DOCUMENT CONSISTING OF QUALIFYING INFORMATION, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, SPECIFICATIONS, DRAWINGS, SET OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS, AND OTH-
ER DETAILS CAN BE SEEN/ DOWNLOADED FROM THE DEPARTMENTAL WEBSITE WWW.JKTENDERS.GOV.IN AS PER THE SCHEDULE OF DATES GIVEN BELOW:

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice -04-2023 (05:00 PM)
2 Date of start of downloading. -04-2023 (06 00 PM)
3 id submission st -04-2023(10:00 AM)
4 id submission end dat 9-04-2023 (04:00 PM)
5 ate & Time of opening of Bids (online). 19-04-2023 (05:00 PM))
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1) Bids must be accompanied with proof of the cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury receipt in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Shopian (tender

inviting authority). The name of the work shall be legible along with NIT number and item number. The date of treasury challan should be in between the date of start of Bid and bid

submission end date.

2) The successful bidder shall have to submit the hardcopy of EMD in the shape of CDR duly uploaded, treasury challan and other allied documents as mentioned in para-4.
3) Additional security as prescribed in the below-mentioned tabulation form is to be deposited by the successful bidder as per the latest order by the finance department

endorsed by Chief Engineer Kmr. I&FC Department Srinagar vide No. 13566-640 dated.18-03-2022.

Additi ftyof - - ; FCDR
Up-to and including 15% below Nil
{ i i 9 05%
20 % up to and including 25 % below 10 %
25 % up to and including 30 % below 15%
30 % Below 20%

Bidders are advised to use the (My Documents)area in their user on www.j&ktenders.gov.in portal to store, the required documents as given below:

GSTIN clearance last quarter and PAN.

Registration card with the latest renewal.

Treasury challan (0702)

Scanned copy of EMD.

Card verification letter.

Registered mobile number and E-mail ID in the shape of Bidders address form.

g BOQ.

5) The date and time of opening of Technical Bids shall be notified on the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through
an e-mail message at their e-mail address. The Financial Bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on the same website in the office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division
Shopian (Tender Receiving Authority).

~Pporoes

6) The bid for the work shall remain valid for 90 days from the date of the opening of the bid.

7) The earnest money shall be forfeited if: -

8) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and conditions of the bid.

9) Failure of the successful bidder to execute the agreement within 7 Days after fixation of contract.

10) Instruction to bidders regarding the e-Tendering process: -

a. Bidders are advised to download the bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from the “Bidders Manual Kit” on web site www.jktenders.gov.in

acquaint with the bid submission process.
b. To participate in the bidding process, bidders have to get a “Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)” as per the information Technology Act, 2000. Bidders can get Digital
Certificate from an approved vendor.

C The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
d. Bids will be opened online as per the schedule mentioned in Para- 01.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents with the bid.

Executive Engineer,
Irrigation Division Shopian.
Dated: 10-04-2023

No:IDS/ 182-200 DIPK-274/23

Office Of The Chairman Islamia Model School
(IMPS) Chanderhama Pattan
STATEMENT SHOWING MEMBER MANGING BODY ASSOCIATION

dates given below:-

__Date of Issue of Tender Notice 08.04.2023

2 |Period of downloading of bidding documents  |09.04.2023 from 10.00 AM

4 Bid Submission End Date 15.04.2023 upto 4.00 PM.

5 |Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 15.04.2023 at 04.05 PM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division 2
Srinagar.

N

Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan under M.H-0059 in favour of Executive Engineer
R&B Construction Division No.2nd, Srinagar (tender inviting authority) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and
Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division No.2nd, Srinagar (tender receiving authority).

3. At the time of tendering, all the bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/
FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division 2nd Srinagar (The date of Earnest money should
be between Date of Start of bid and bid submission End date). The successful bidder will have to provide Performance security @ 3% of Allotted cost
in shape of CDR/FDR/BG at the time of contract award. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the
submission of performance security of 3% of the total allotted cost which will be released after successful completion of the DLP.

4, The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive
Engineer R&B Construction Division No.2nd, Srinagar (tender receiving authority).

5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website

www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.
6.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders
can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.

6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
6.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
6.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid.
No. 249-59 Sd/-
Executive Engineer
DIPK-243/23 Dated:10.04.2023 R&B Construction Division lInd
Srinagar

DIVISION OF LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION & MANAGEMENT
Faculty of Veterinary Sciences & Animal Husbandry , Shuhama, Alusteng

Phone No: 0194-2262312; Email id: [pmfvsc@skuastkashmir.ac.in
TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders affixed with revenue stamp of Rs. 7.00 are invited from the registered / authorized Live-
stock feed dealers for supplying the below mentioned items.

(C.P)
20% (minimum)

Name of the feed (M.Energy)

2200K. Cal/kg

Compounded Cattle pellet feed Type-2

The rates offered shall be valid for 2023-24 and shall include all the handling, packing, loading, lifting &
transport charges upto Poultry Farm FVSc AH. Shuhama. Further CDR of Rs.1000.00 ( Rs. One thousand
only) pledged to Assistant Comptroller, FVSc & AH. Shuhama must be enclosed with the tendered docu-
ments. The sealed tenders should be addressed to Prof. & Head, Division of LPM, FVSc & AH. Shuhama,
Alusteng(190006), SKUAST-K. The sealed tenders should reach this office within 10 days of publication of
this tender notice in daily news paper. In case of any unavoidable circumstances the tenders will be opened
on next working day. Incomplete tender form(s) with an overwriting shall be rejected.
No: Au/FVS/LPM/2023/11
Dated: 06.04.2023
S/
Professor & Head
Division of LPM

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERYEFFORT TO ENSURETHATTHE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING INTHE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVERTHE NEWSPAPERTAKES NO RESPONSIBILITYNOR DOES IT
PON. MANA

I\ AR NUOR HECONTENTS OFH ADVER HE READERS ARE | HER

S.NO__NAME OF THE MEMBER PARENTAGE RESIDENCE DESIGNATION/ QUALIFICATION

1 ABDUI MAJEEB DAR NAZIR AHMAD DAR CHANDERHAMA PATTAN CHAIRMAN/BUSSINESSBA |

2 /ABDUL KARIEM RATHER HAJIMOHD ABDULLAH  CHANDERHAMA PATTAN V. CHAIRMAN/fmit business/TDC
RATHER

3 MOHAMMAD AKBAR RATHER GHULAM RASOOL CHANDERHAMA PATTAN MEMBER / PVT.COMP /MA, B.ed
RATHER

4 IMOHAMMAD SHAFI YATOO  BASHIR AHMAD YATOO |CHANDERHAMA PATTAN PARENT/TDC

5 BDUL ROUFGANIE HAJI ABDULLAH GANIE CHANDERHAMA PATTAN PARENT /TDC

6 MANZOOR AHMAD MIR BDUL AHAD MIR PALHALLAN PAttaN PRINCIPAUMA. BIED

7 MOHAMMAD MAQBOOIGA-  MOHAMAD SUBHAN CHANDERHAMA PATTAN MEMBER/sodal worker/ UNDER

NAIE GANAIE MATRIC
8 NAZIR AHMAD YATOO GHULAM QADIR YATOO  ICHANDERHAMA PATTAN TEACHER/ BA/BIED

The above members have been selected as body members association of islamia model school Chanderhama. If anybody have any
objection wrth the selected committee, he/sie may report the chairman's office within seven days of publication of this notice. After

that no objection will be considered as legal.

fko

Sd/- Principal Islamia Model School
Chanderhama Pattan

Public Notice

The name of my wife in my Army Service Record Bearing No:
070030667 CT/GD. has been wrongly written as Shameema
Begam while her correct name is Shamima Begum which needs
to be corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard
he/she may file his/her objection in the concerned office within
a period of seven days from the date of publication of this
notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Sajad Ahmad Lone

R/0 Shahpora Chorwan Gurez

Distt. Bandipora J&K UT -193502

bb

Public Notice

I have lost the Number Plate of my Bike bearing No: JK15-3297. Now
| have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objectionin the con-
cerned office within a period of seven days from the date of publi-
cation of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Altaf Hussain X
R/o Sarai Dangerpora Tehsil Sumbal Sonawari Distt: Bandipora
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NOTICE

| have lost my driving license, bearing license no:
JK1620200001566 while | was travelling from Alamgiri bazar
to Millstop srinagar ,Now I’'m applying for the duplicate license
,if anybody is having any objection may file the same to ARTO
office Ganderbal with in the period of seven days from the date
of publication of this notice.

Yawar Abbas
R/0 Nabdipora Zadibal Srinagar 190011

shyr

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Peer Inayat Rasool s/o Peer Ghulam Rasool, want to hereby
inform that | am getting the name and address of electric bill, ID
0204040009360, changed from Peer Ghulam Rasool to Peer
Inayat Rasool. If anyone has any objection, please register with
the PDD department within 7 days.

Peer Ghulam Rasool
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No Pick And Drop Charges At

Airport Parking:

Observer News Service

Srinagar: There will be no
parking charges for vehi-
cles for drop & go in the de-
parture area at the Srinagar
International Airport, its
Director said on Monday.
The development fol-
lowed after a person tagged
the Director of Srinagar In-
ternational Airport Kuldeep
Singh Rishi on Twitter, ask-
ing him why people have to
pay for parking charges if one
is just dropping off passen-
gers or picking them up with-
out using the parking space.
“Can you also tell us
why we have to pay park-
ing charges if one is just
dropping off passengers or
picking them up without
using the parking space ?”
the person asked in a tweet.

K ASHMIR ORSERVER

Srinagar

Tuesday

11-04-2023

Director Airport

Responding to the tweet,
the Director said there will
be no parking charges for
drop & go in the departure
area; however, the vehicles
parked in the parking area
will have to pay the charges.

“No parking charges
for Drop & Go in Departure
area Parking fees for park-
ing the vehicles in the park-
ing area Please do not leave
your vehicle in No Parking
area to avoid congestion
Please contact Terminal
Manager in case of over-
charging/ wrong charging
Mob 9419016404,” Rishi post-
ed on his Twitter handle.

In an appeal, the Di-
rector said people should
always park their vehicles
in the parking area only for
the convenience of other us-
ers at the airport.

SVEEP Awareness Program
Held At SP College Srinagar

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As the part of ex-
tensive Systematic Voter
Education Electoral Partici-
pation (SVEEP) Campaign
in District Srinagar, an
awareness cum registration
program was held at Gov-
ernment Sri Pratap College,
M.A Road Srinagar by the
District Election Authority.
The program was or-
ganized by the electoral lit-
eracy club of the College in
association with Dean Stu-
dent’s welfare while Ser-
vice Support was facilitated
by the department of IT.
The program was pre-

Nasal swab tests conducted during two day mockdrill that begins in all
hospitals amid a sudden spike in COVID-19 cases in J&K, KO Photo Abid Bhat

sided over by the Principal
Sri Pratap College, Srinagar
Prof. (Dr) Gh. Jeelani Quer-
shi, Prof Rabia Ahmad
Head Department of English
, Dean Student Welfare Dr
Khalida Hassan, Dr shazia
Mushtaq, Dr Rais Mohm-
mad, Coordinator Electoral
literacy Club of Sri Pratap
College, Dr Syed Javid Ah-
mad Andrabi, was attended
by coordinator SVEEP Za-
hoor Ahmad Mir, National
Level Master Trainer/Con-
sultant and Sr. Election Of-
ficials from District Election
machinery, besides Admin-
istration, Staff and Students
of the College.

Observer News Service

Srinagar: With highest numbers of
tourists visiting Kashmir, the builders
of Shikaras in Kashmir say that de-
mand is on rise as unemployed youth
are earning their livelihood by signing
up as a boatman in Dal Lake.

A third generation shikara mak-
er, Ghulam Nabi of Baba Mohalla Dal
Lake said since last 35 years, he has
been making Shikara but demand

has picked up since last year.

“As last year there was a good
tourism season, the demand for
Shikara has increased as more and
more unemployed youth are starting
Shikara so as to at least earn some
money for themselves,” he added.

According to him, they too have
to face many challenges as timber
is not easily available in the market
while rates are high.

“It usually takes a person around
1520 days to make one Shikara and

As Valley Receives Tourists In
Hordes, Shikara Picks Up

mostly deodar strongest timber is used
in making it,” he said.

A Shikara costs around 2.5-3
lakhs and around 35 ft of timber is re-
quired to make a boat.

His Shikaras are in use in Man-
sar and Tawi in Jammu, Hyderabad,
Bengal, Rajasthan and other places
as well.

But he complained that the govern-
ment has never supported them while
requesting the authorities to give them
timber for continuing their craft.

DC Srinagar For Special
Drives To Enforce COTPA Act

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad
today directed to launch
special drives for strict
enforcement of Tobacco
Control Laws particular-
ly around Hospitals and
Educational institutions,
public places.

In order to review
the implementation and
enforcement of Ciga-
rette and Other Tobacco
Product Act (COPTA) in
the District, a Workshop
cum Meeting of District
Level Coordination
Committee(DLCC) was
held under the Chair-
manship of the Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Ai-
jaz Asad here today at
Meeting Hall of DC Of-
fice Complex.

The DC also ap-
pealed to the people of
Srinagar  particularly
the shopkeepers to de-
sist from the sale of
cigarettes and other To-
bacco products and save
the younger generation
from the ill effects of the
tobacco products.

HALL OF DEPUTY

Nawa Bazar locality in the
old city have been facing a
severe shortage of Rice and
Flour at a local Ration depot
in the month of Ramadan.
Locals said the short-

Observer News Service been ongoing for several
] ] days now, leaving many
Srinagar:  Residents of families in a state of dis-

as soon as possible.

tress. The residents have
urged the administration
to take immediate action
and address the situation

Nawa Bazar Residents Complain Shortage Of
Essentials On Ration Depots

age of Rice and Flour has

"We are facing a lot of
difficulty as we are unable
to get rice and flour from
the Ration depot. We have
been visiting the depot for
the last few days, but it has
not been stocked with these
essential items," Moham-
mad Ramzan, a local said.
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Additional Deputy

taking timely measures

to curb the menace of To- 2023

Commissioner, Sri-

..{fJL/ N1 c‘«%.mi«;’é.g!&hﬂﬁt‘

J&K

theemTrust

Serving the Deserving

Ubers

nagar, Superintendent
of Police, General Man-

bacco products.
During the meet-
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ager DIC, Chief Medical
Officer, Chief Education
Office, Assistant Com-
missioner Drug & Food
Control, senior Health
functionaries, Tehsildar
Headquarter, Executive
Director, J&KVHA other
concerned and represen-
tatives of NGOs were
present in the meeting.
At the outset, a
threadbare  discussion
was held in order to
chalk out a plan to en-
sure visible impact of
implementation of COP-
TA on ground by arrest-
ing the problem through
effective  surveillance,
feedback mechanism and

ing, the Deputy Com-
missioner laid stress
on the need of aware-
ness generation among
the masses regarding
the harmful effects of
using Tobacco prod-
ucts. He asked the Of-
ficers to work in close
coordination so that
Tobacco Control laws
are implemented ef-
fectively on ground
across Srinagar.

The DC directed for
launching special drives
for strict enforcement of
Tobacco Control Laws
particularly around Hos-
pitals and Educational in-
stitutions, public places.

Vikar Ahmad Bhat
S/0 Ghulam Ahmad Bhat

Prop EMINENT MEDICAL AGENCY

R/013,LD Colony, Sanat Nagar Srinagar

V/S
Public at Large

In the matter of: Caveat petition in terms of Section 148A CPC.
That the caveators has reason to believe/apprehension that non-caveator may file a suit or other type of
proceedings before the Hon'ble High Court or District court on the ground of distorted facts/misrepresenta-
tion or cooked story and may succeed in obtain some relief/order at their back/exparte against the caveators
and such eventuality the caveator will be put to an irreparable loss and inconvenience. It would be proper
that caveators are given opportunity of being heard by this Hon'ble Court before passing any order.

From The Office Of Advocate Saleem Jahanger & Associates
Chamber No 316 District Court Complex, Srinagar

nj

Yawar Abbas
R/0 Nabdipora Zadibal,
Srinagar 190011

PUBLIC NOTICE

| have lost my driving license, bearing license no: JK1620200001566 while | was travelling
from Alamgiri bazar to Millstop srinagar ,Now I'm applying for the duplicate license ,if any-
body is having any objection may file the same to ARTO office Ganderbal with in the period
of seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
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TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :

2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

i

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

»

HURI
CALENDAR

20 RAMAZAN

1444

PRAYERS

FAJR
ZUHR
ASR
Magrib
ISHA

4:39
12:32
5:09
7:01

8:26

This Day In History

491 - Flavius Anastasius becomes Byzantine Emperor,
with the name of Anastasius I.
672 - Deusdedit Ill begins his reign as Catholic Pope
1079 - Bishop Stanislaus of Krakow is executed by
order of Bolestaw Il of Poland
« 1471 - Wars of the Roses: King Edward IV of England
conquers London from Henry VI
» 1512- Battle of Ravenna: French forces under Gaston
de Foix defeat Holy League in a major battle of the
Italian Wars
+ 1564 England & France sign Peace of Troyes

» 1677 -Battle at Montcassel, French troops beat
Prince William Il
- 1689 - William Il & Mary Il crowned as joint rulers of

Britain

» 1713 -Peace of Utrecht; France cedes Maritime
provinces to Britain - English, Prus=sian, Savoois,
Portuguese & French peace treaty
« 1783 - Hostilities formally cease in the American
Revolutionary War
- 1814- Napoleon abdicates unconditionally; he is
exiled to Elba
» 1848- Hungary becomes constitutional monarchy
under king Ferdinand of Aust
- 1856 -Battle of Rivas; Costa Rica beats Wm Walker’s
invading Nicaraguans
- 1862 - Rebels surrender Ft Pulaski, Georgia-Rebels

surrender

- 1863 - Battle of Suffolk, VA (Norfleet House)

- 1865 - Battle of Mobile, AL - evacuated by
Confederates
- 1865- Abraham Lincoln urges a spirit of generous
conciliation during reconstruction

- 1895- Anaheim completes its new electric light

system

- 1898 President McKinley asks for Spanish-American

War declaration

- 1899 -Treaty of Paris ratifies ends war; Spain cedes

Puerto Rico to US

+ 1914 - Mexican President Huerta breaks off
diplomatic relations with the US
+ 1919 - The International Labour Organization is

founded.

+1921 - Turkestan ASSR forms in Russian SFSR
- 1925 -Abd el-KrimsRifkabylen beats French army in

Morocco

-1939 - Hungary leaves League of Nations
+ 1945 - Allied troops liberate Basket-Compascuum

From KO Archives

I Lived Like Fish Without
Water For 57 Years'

Kashmiri’s Wait To Visit Father’s Grave Ends

AWASI (MUZAFFARABAD) - Raja Naseeruddin was just
three when his father died in a traffic accident. On Friday,
59 years later, he saw his father's grave for the first time.
Naseeruddin was one of 19 Indian Kashmiris who
travelled to Pakistan-controlled Kashmir by bus on Thursday,
the first to run across the heavily fortified military line dividing

Kashmir in nearly 60 years.

"How can I express myself? I simply don't know how," said a
tearful Naseer after offering prayers at his father's simple grave in

the mountain village of Lawasi.

"I don't remember my father, I was too young when he died."
he said.' "Now, at least I feel relief to have visited his grave. I want

to come here again."

Naseer's family, like so many others, was split apart by the
Line of Control drawn across the scenic valleys of Kashmir.

After his father was killed in 1946 near Muzaffarabad his
mother took him to live with relatives near Srinagar.

A year later, with the armies of newly independent Pakistan
and India were battling over Kashmir, Naseer was unable to
return to his home Village — and so it was until this week.

“Returning to my land, I feel like a fish being thrown back

into water." he said.

(Kashmir Observer, 11 April, 2005)
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Gulf Nation Ruler Warned
Me Of Army Chief's
'Conspiracy'": Imran Khan

Press Trust of India

LAHORE: A year after his ouster
as the prime minister of Pakistan,
Imran Khan on Monday said that
he was cautioned by the ruler of a
Gulf nation last year that the then
Army chief Gen Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa was conspiring to topple his
government.

Last year in April, Khan was
ousted as the prime minister of
Pakistan and his government
toppled through a no-confi-
dence motion brought in Par-
liament by the opposition par-
ties led by the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

On Sunday, Khan, who is
the chief of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf , issued a white paper
on the one-year performance
of the PML-N-led coalition
and termed it the worst in the
country's history.

"Before the no-confidence
motion against me was tabled
in April last year, the ruler of a
Gulf country told me that my
Army chief Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa was conspiring against
my government to get his ex-
tension (from the PML-N and
its allies). Bajwa was a master-
mind of this conspiracy,” Khan
claimed.

He criticised Bajwa for de-
stroying Pakistan merely for his
extension which he could not

get despite a promise by (prime
minister) Shehbaz Sharif.

"Things have revealed later
that the conspiracy to over-
throw my government was not
hatched by the US. Gen Bajwa
hired former envoy to US Hus-
sain Haqqani to launch propa-
ganda that Gen Bajwa was pro-
America and Imran Khan was
anti-America," Khan said.

Following his removal, Khan
had initially blamed the US for
playing a role in his govern-
ment's toppling.

However, later he held Gen.
Bajwa responsible for the
'conspiracy’ which resulted in
his ouster. Months before his
retirement in November last
year, Gen Bajwa had repeatedly
said that he was not seeking
another extension in service.
He also made it clear that the
Pakistan Army has decided to
distance itself from the coun-
try's politics.

Israel No Match for Iran’s

Army, Says Army Chief

Agencies

he chief commander of the

Iranian Army says the Israeli
military, which heavily relies
on sophisticated Western-built
munitions, is no match for
Iran’s Armed Forces, dismissing
hostile remarks by the Israeli
army’s chief of staff that Israel
is “ready” to attack Iran even
without US support.

Major General Abdolrahim
Mousavi said on Monday that
such comments are merely
meant to boost the morale of
the Israeli soldiers and fix the
internal problems of the re-
gime.

“Anyone already familiar
with the military capabilities of
both sides knows well that the
updated size and scale of the
Zionist regime’s military would
maximally correspond only to
one of the plentiful operations
that Iran’s Armed Forces un-
dertook during the 1980-1988
Iragi-imposed war on the Is-
lamic Republic,” Mousavi said.

“The Zionist regime, which is
sinking and the signs of its col-
lapse are now becoming more
evident than before, is too
feeble to be viewed as a threat
to the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The actions of its leaders, which
are far from rationality and
prudence, will only accelerate
the downfall of the regime,” the
top General added.

“We are ready to act against

Iran. The Israeli army has the
ability to strike both in distant
countries and near home,” Is-
raeli army’s Chief of Staff Herzi
Halevi said on Wednesday.

He further claimed that the
Israeli military will enhance its
capabilities for a pre-emptive
strike on Iran in the next few
years, and such a strike would
be “overwhelming” despite the
geographical distance.

Iran’s Army chief has already
dismissed Israel’s military
threats, saying the regime is
unable to take an Iranian re-
sponse to any hostile act that
it may carry out given the po-
litical tensions it faces inside
the occupied territories and
its sense of insecurity in the
broader region.

Addressing a meeting with
senior Army commanders on
December 22 last year, Mousavi
said Iran is closely and con-
stantly monitoring all the
enemy’s moves, and that the
Armed Forces are fully ready to
counter any threat at once.

China opposes Amit Shah’s
visit to Arunachal Pradesh
days after renaming 11 places

Agencies

BEIJING: China firmly oppos-
es a visit by home minister to
Arunachal Pradesh and views
his activities in the area as
violating Beijing's territorial
sovereignty, a foreign minis-
try spokesperson told a news
briefing on Monday.

China has renamed 11 plac-
es in what India regards as
its eastern state of Arunachal
Pradesh, which China claims
as part of its territory.

"Zangnan is China's terri-
tory,” spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said in response to a
question on the visit by Indian
Home Minister Amit Shah.

"The Indian official's visit to
Zangnan violates China's ter-
ritorial sovereignty, and is not
conducive to the peace and tran-
quility of the border situation.”

s w T,

China and India have had
several skirmishes over the
disputed border and clashes
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| INDIA-CHINA

in mountainous regions in
recent years have seriously
strained ties.

Gyanvapi: SC To Hear On April 14 Plea Seeking

Nod For Ritual Ablution D

Press Trust Of India

he Supreme Court on

Monday agreed to hear on
April 14 a plea by the Anju-
man Intezamia Masjid com-
mittee seeking permission for
'wazu' (ritual ablution) at the
Gyanvapi mosque complex in
Varanasi during the month of
Ramzan.

The apex court had on No-
vember 11 last year extended
till further orders the pro-
tection of the area where a
'Shivling' was claimed to have
been found.

The matter was mentioned
before a bench headed by
Chief Justice D Y Chandra-
chud.

Senior advocate Huzefa Ah-
madi, appearing for the Mas-
jid committee, requested the
bench to take up the matter
for hearing soon, saying the
month of Ramzan is under-
way and adequate arrange-
ments should be made.

He said the water for wazu
is being used from a drum
and the number of worship-
pers has increased in view of
Ramzan.

The CJI said the matter will
be taken up for hearing on
April 14 by the bench also
comprising Justice Surya Kant.

On March 28, the apex court
had agreed to list for hearing
on April 21 a plea of the Hin-
du side seeking consolidation
of all suits filed in a Varanasi
court pertaining to the Gyan-
vapi mosque complex row.

The bench had taken note
of the submissions of lawyer
Vishnu Shankar Jain that the
district judge of Varanasi has
deferred five times the deci-
sion on a plea seeking club-
bing of all civil suits pertain-

ing to the dispute.

The apex court had earlier
allowed the Hindu parties to
move an application before
the Varanasi district judge
for consolidation of all law-
suits filed on the Gyanvapi
mosque-Shringar Gauri row.

It had also directed the Hin-
du parties to file their replies
within three weeks to the ap-
peal by the Anjuman Inteza-
mia Masjid committee chal-
lenging the Allahabad High
Court order on appointment
of a survey commissioner.

On May 17 last year, the top
court had passed an interim
order directing the Varanasi
district magistrate to ensure
protection of the area inside
the Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex where the structure
claimed to be a 'Shivling' was
found during a video survey
ordered by the court of the
civil judge (senior division) in
Varanasi.

The mosque committee,
however, maintained the
structure was part of the wa-
ter fountain mechanism at
the 'wazukhana', the reservoir

urngamzan

il

where devotees perform ablu-
tions before offering namaz.

The apex court had trans-
ferred the case to the district
judge on May 20 last, pointing
at the "complexities" and the
"sensitivity" of the issue and
saying that a more senior ju-
dicial officer should handle it.

In its May 17 last year or-
der, the top court had directed
protection of the area around
the claimed 'Shivling' while
also allowing Muslims to offer
namaz in the mosque.

It had said the interim or-
der shall remain in operation
till the maintainability of the
suit is decided by the district
judge, and then for eight more
weeks to allow the aggrieved
parties to approach a higher
court.

The Varanasi district judge
is now hearing the plea by
a group of women seeking
permission for daily worship
of idols of Hindu deities lo-
cated on the mosque's outer
wall. The Hindu side has also
sought a survey of two locked
basements in the mosque
complex.

"Falls To New Depths..."
Jairam Ramesh Slams

Ghulam Nabi Azad's Charge

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Monday
slammed former Congress
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad and
said that the latter falls to new
depths with each passing day
to demonstrate his true charac-
ter and loyalty to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

In a tweet, Jairam Ramesh
said, "With every passing day,
Ghulam Nabi Azad falls to new
depths to demonstrate his true
character and his loyalty to Mr
Modi. His contemptible state-
ments on the Congress leader-
ship reflect his desperation to
remain relevant. I can only say
that he is PATHETIC."

The Congress leaders' re-
action comes after Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) spokesperson
Ravi Shankar Prasad on Mon-
day demanded answers from
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on the allegations made by Mr
Azad that he meets "undesir-
able businessmen" during for-
eign tours.

While talking to the report-
ers, Ravi Shankar Prasad said,
"Ghulam Nabi Azad made seri-
ous allegations that whenever
Rahul Gandhi goes abroad, he
meets 'undesirable business-
men'... With whom did Rahul
Gandhi meet? What is the
agenda? Is Rahul Gandhi work-
ing with anti-India business-
men to weaken the country?”

Notably, Mr Azad resigned
from Congress over a differ-
ence of opinion with Con-
gress leadership mainly Rahul
Gandhi. He also led the 'G23’
grouping which had demanded
reforms in the party including
independent internal elections.

His critics in Congress had
accused Mr Azad of working
closely with the BJP to destabi-
lize Congress. Speaking to ANI,
he rubbished the allegation
calling it immature, stupid and
childish.

He said, "That is stupid. If
G23 was the spokesperson of

the BJP, why they are made
MPs by Congress? Why have
they made them MPs, general
secretaries and office bear-
ers? I'm the only one who
formed the party. The rest of
the people are still there. It is
an ill-conceived, immature and
childish allegation.”

After quitting Congress, Mr
Azad formed his own political
outfit called Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party in his home
state of Jammu & Kashmir and
has now penned a book titled
'Azaad: An Autobiography’, in
which the former Congress
veteran wrote on his working
relations with Indira Gandhi,
Rajiv Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, Ra-
hul Gandhi and others. He also
highlights incidents, events
and Congress mismanagement.

He also said that he holds
nothing against Congress and
its ideology.

"I must say that having been
in Congress since childhood, I
don't want to expose and to-
tally want to demolish Con-
gress party. I may have some
differences with leadership, I
have no differences with Con-
gress party or Congress ideol-
ogy; two things one is Congress
ideology and one is previous
Congress leadership and one
is present leadership. I have no
difference of opinion with Con-
gress ideology, no difference of
opinion with earlier Congress
leadership, of course here and
there in my book I mentioned
what went wrong during Ne-
hru's time, Indiraji's time, what
has gone wrong during Rajiv's
time but I also said they were
tall leaders.”

Air India Flight To London
Returns To Delhi, Deboards
Unruly Flier: Report

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Air India on Mon-
day deboarded an unruly pas-
senger from its Delhi-London
flight, which returned to the
national capital, according to
sources.

The sources said flight Al 111,
which had around 225 pas-

sengers, returned to the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) here as there was an un-
ruly male passenger onboard.

The unruly passenger was
deboarded at the airport and
later the flight took off for Lon-
don Heathrow, they added.\

A statement from Air India
on the incident was awaited.

World's Most Expensive Car
Number Plate Sells For %123

Crore. It Reads...

Agencies

wealth and live a tax-free lifestyle. While

wealthy bidder has splashed out a
world-record 55 million dirhams
($15 million or %123 crore) for a rare car
license plate in Dubai, smashing a bar set
in the United Arab Emirates more than a

decade ago.

Emirates Auction LLC sold plate num-
ber P 7 - which, at first glance, looks like
the number 7 alone, with the P off to
the side - on Saturday during a charity
auction, according to the company. Pro-
ceeds will go to Dubai ruler Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid's global food aid ini-
tiative, the 1 Billion Meals Endowment.

The UAE has made a habit of auction-
ing off vanity plates, used by the ultra-
rich to show off their status and wealth,
for charity. The latest auction broke a
record set in 2008 by local businessman
Saeed Abdul Ghaffar Khouri, who paid
52.2 million dirhams for a plate bearing

the number 1 in Abu Dhabi.

The identity of this weekend's auction

winner was not disclosed.

Vanity plates have also fetched eye-
watering prices outside the Middle East:
Someone bought the single-letter "R"
plate at auction in Hong Kong earlier this
year for HK$25.5 million ($3.2 million).

For years, Dubai has been a safe space
for the mega-wealthy to flash their

to show their status."

other parts of the world worry about
an economic downturn, the emirate's
economy remains strong - with high oil
prices benefitting its neighbors and most
important customers. An influx of wealth
has buoyed the real-estate market.

Even moderately-paid expats splash out
on cars they can newly afford thanks to
lower sales tax rates than back home. But
the recent Covid-era boom has driven up
rents and squeezed middle-class residents.

Businessman Balvinder Singh Sahni,
known as Abu Sabah, purchased plate D
5 in 2016 for 33 million dirhams. "Dubai
is a city of gold," he said in an interview
Monday. "It's a city of big people, secure
people, nice people. So everybody wants

Sahni told of how when he first visited
the luxury hotel Burj Al Arab in 2006,
he was refused entry because his car
license plate had too many numbers.
He was told he needed either a two-
digit number plate - or a reservation. "It
was always my dream to have a single-
digit number," he said. "When I got the
chance, and they told me this money
all goes to charity, I went all in." A self-
described numbers guy, Sahni said the D
5 plate fit because his favorite number is
nine, and if you add D (the fourth letter
of the alphabet) with five, you get nine.

Agnihotri Discharged
After Apologising In Court

Press Trust of India

him to the court.

bench said.

NEW DELHI: Filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri appeared before the
Delhi High Court today and tendered an unconditional apology
in connection with a criminal contempt case over his alleged
remarks against a judge of the court.

Accepting his apology, a bench of Justices Siddharth Mridul
and Vikas Mahajan discharged Agnihotri of the contempt
charge and cautioned him to remain careful in the future.

The high court recalled the criminal contempt notice issued
to him and noted that an affidavit filed by Agnihotri also re-
flected the regret and remorse unconditionally expressed by

"In view of the circumstances that Vivek Agnihotri stated
that he has utmost respect for the institution of judiciary and
did not intend to wilfully offend the majesty of this court, the
notice to show cause issued to him is hereby recalled. Vivek
Agnihotri stands discharged as the alleged contemnor,” the

"Mr. Agnihotri we will be cautioning you to be careful in fu-
ture," the bench told the filmmaker who appeared before the
court in pursuance of its earlier direction.

In 2018, the filmmaker had put out tweets alleging bias
against Justice S Muralidhar, who was then a judge of the Delhi
High Court and is currently the chief justice of the Orissa High
Court, as he had released rights activist Gautam Navlakha from
house arrest in the Bhima-Koregaon violence case.

Subsequently, contempt of court proceedings were initiated
against Agnihotri and others by the high court.

On December 6 last year, the court asked the filmmaker to
"show remorse in person” after he tendered an unconditional
apology through an affidavit.

"We are asking him (Agnihotri) to remain present because
he is the alleged contemnor. Does he have any difficulty in ap-
pearing before this court? He has to be present and show re-
morse in person,” the court had said.

tim's family.

MUMBAI: The National Consumer Dispute
Redressal Commission (NCDRC) has up-
held a state commission's order directing
a city-based hospital and a doctor to pay
more than %12 lakh in compensation to the
family of a senior citizen, 15 years after her
death due to excessive use of anaesthetics
during a surgery.

The NCDRC had on March 29 rejected the
appeal filed by the doctor and the hospital,
challenging the order passed by the Maha-
rashtra State Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission in 2015 in favour of the vic-

The NCDRC held that though negligence
was attributable to the anaesthesiologist,
the hospital shall not be absolved from the
vicarious liability.

As per the complaint filed by the daugh-
ter of the deceased woman, Kusum (66)
was operated on by Dr Ajay Rathore, an
orthopaedician, at Parel-based hospital for
a fracture on her forearm on June 21, 2008.

The anaesthesiologist was Dr Mulji
Khemji Gada (who died during the pro-
ceedings before the state commission).

Though the operation was conducted in
the morning, the patient did not regain con-
sciousness due to excessive use of anaesthe-
sia. Her condition worsened further, she was
intubated and put on a ventilator, it stated.

The patient was hospitalised for a long
period in an unconscious condition. The neu-
rologist, after performing a CT scan and MR],

Doctor, Hospital To Pay 12 Lakh
After Patient's Death During Surgery

Press Trust of India diagnosed her with 'hypoxic encephalopa-

thy". Thereafter, the unconscious patient was

shifted to another hospital, where she died
on October 24, 2008. Initially, a complaint
was filed before the district forum, Central
Mumbai, which rejected her plea.

Nikam then moved the state consumer com-
mission in 2015. In 2018, it ruled in her favour
and ordered the hospital and doctor to pay her

a compensation of more than %12 lakh.

In 2019, the doctor and the hospital filed
appeals before the national consumer com-
mission, denying any negligence.

The NCDRC held that it is evident that the
anaesthesiologist had not performed the

pre-anesthetic test properly.

"In my view, it was the negligence and
failure of duty of care from the anaesthe-
siologist, who administered an excessive

dose of ketamine and failed to manage the

hypoxic event,” it observed.

It is pertinent to note that the anaesthesi-
ologist did not even read the reports of in-
vestigations of the patient, the NCDRC said.

The expert committee report from the
department of Traumatology and Ortho-
paedic Surgery of Grant Medical College
and Sir ] ] group of Hospitals had given stat-
ed that there was no medical negligence on
the part of the operating surgeon.

The NCDRC, however, referred to the
opinion of one of the experts, a neurosur-
geon, who cited that as a certain parameter
was low, it should have been built up before
surgery and pre-anaesthetic fitness should
have been recorded.
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India's Priorities For G20
Presidency To Benefit Global
South: Ex-Diplomat

SRINAGAR: India has set pri-
orities for its G20 Presidency
which will benefit the global
south, former diplomat ] S Mu-
kul said here on Monday.

India assumed the Presi-
dency of the G20 for one year
from December 1, 2022, to 30
November 2023.

"We don't forget our friends
in the global south. That's why
the prime minister held a vir-
tual summit of 125 countries
to set the agenda for India's
presidency. India, as the host,
has invited organisations and
countries from the global
south. It shows the priorities,"
he said in his keynote address
at a G20 University Connect
event organised by the Central
University of Kashmir.

He said events had been sched-
uled in 50 cities of the country to
showcase "Incredible India as the
mother of democracy".

According to the former am-
bassador to the Netherlands,
the themes outlined by India
for its presidency have green
development and climate
change mitigation at the top of
the list.

"The global south needs
technical support and finances
to meet the challenges of cli-
mate change. The developed
countries had agreed to pay
USD 100 bn a year for mitiga-
tion of climate change. That
would be one area where India
would press," he said.

Mukul said India's response

to the COVID-19 pandemic has
shown that adversity can also
be dealt with positively.

"The CoWin app through
which 2 billion vaccine doses
were given and UPI payments
were used. The pandemic has
brought to fore the importance
of IT and digital infrastructure,”
he said.

Other areas of priority will
be developed countries coming
good on their commitment of
spending 0.7 per cent of their
GDP for sustainable develop-
ment, food security especially
in the global south, reform in
multilateral institutions in-
cluding the UN and gender
equality, he added.

R R Bhatnagar, Advisor of
Lieutenant Governor of Jammu
and Kashmir, said the G20 gives
an opportunity to the union ter-
ritory administration to show-
case the tourism potential.

"Next month from 22nd May
we have working group on
tourism. As we all know tour-
ism is major sector for J&K, it
will be our opportunities to
showcase J&K as a outstanding
tourist destination which can
match any destination in the
world," he said.

Bhatnagar said in J&K, there
has been "a new dawn of peace,
progress and growth".

"It is a new opportunity for
everybody to participate espe-
cially our youth who are going
to be the leaders of tomorrow,"
he added.

J&K Demotes Officer After
Probe Finds Violations
During His Stint With LCMA

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir government has demoted a
retired officer from the date he
was placed as in-charge dep-
uty superintendent of police
(DySP) after an inquiry estab-
lished that there were building
plan and master plan violations
during his stint with the Lakes
& Waterways Development
Authority which has been re-
named as the Lake Conserva-
tion and Management Author-
ity (LCMA).

In an order, J&K's Home
department has imposed a
penalty of “reduction to a
lower post” on Shah Sikander,
in-charge DySP (now retired).

The Home department’s or-
der states that Shah Sikander,
in-charge DySP, is demoted to
the post of inspector with ef-
fect from 20.07.2012, the date
he was placed as in-charge
DySP.

Sikander, the then enforce-
ment officer of Lake and Wa-
terways Development Author-
ity (LAWDA), was arrested by
then State Vigilance Organisa-
tion on March 14, 2017 in a case

registered against him in 2015
for violations in peripheral ar-
eas of Dal Lake.

According to the order, Sikan-
der was served charge-sheet on
June 21, 2017 for submitting a
written statement of defence
within period of 21 days.

He submitted his statement
on September 25, 2017 and re-
futed all the charges.

As per the order, the re-
sponse submitted by the of-
ficer was found unsatisfactory
and accordingly, it was decided
that the charges were required
to be inquired thoroughly.

On January 01, 2018, the gov-
ernment appointed an inquiry
officer to probe the charges
against him.

In the report, the inquiry
officer established that there
was violation of building per-
mission norms and instances
of illegal construction around
the Dal lake during his posting
with LAWDA (now LCMA).

“The competent authority
decided to impose the penalty
of “reduction in rank” for vio-
lating J&K Government Em-
ployees (Conduct) Rules, 1971,”
reads the order—(KNO)

JK Cable Car Corp Cautions
Tourists Against Touts

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir Cable Car Corporation
on Monday cautioned Tourists
of falling in the trap of Touts.

A statement issued said that
"It has come to the notice of
the Management of the Cable
Car Corporation that some of
the tourists fall into the trap of
touts and some miscreant ele-
ments regarding tickets of Gul-
marg Gondola project”.

It reads that "All Our es-
teemed tourists are informed
through this press note that
the tickets of Gulmarg Gon-
dola Project are available only
through online mode on offi-

cial website www.jammukash-
mircablecar.com and there is
no other means to get the ticket
of Gulmarg Gondola Project".
There is a transparent system
of online ticketing of Gulmarg
Gondola and the question of
black-marketing of Gondola
tickets does not arise, there-
fore, our esteemed tourists are
advised not to fall prey to the
propaganda of touts and do not
go for gondola booking by any
mode other than online booking
through official website www.
jammukashmircablecar.com
The intending tourists/visi-
tors are advised to plan Gon-
dola ride as per availability of
tickets on the official website.

hospital, where a Covid-19 mock drill was carried out on Monday.
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1.7 Lakh Students With 96.6%
Pass Middle Standard Exam

Director SCERT Extols Stakeholders For Successfully Accomplishing Strenuous Task

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The State Council
of Educational Research and
Training (SCERT), Monday, an-
nounced the Middle Standard
Result for the academic year
2022-23. This marks a sig-
nificant moment as it is the
first time the government has
implemented a unified aca-
demic calendar in J&K UT and
conducted exams during the
March-April session.
Approximately 175,547 stu-
dents from both government
and private schools in all the
20 districts of J&K took the ex-
amination of the second term

of the academic year 2022-23.
The UT of J&K was divided into
two zones: Soft and Hard, to
ensure a smooth and efficient
examination process.

“The results have been over-
whelmingly positive, with a
total 169,564 candidates quali-
fying, resulting in an impres-
sive overall pass percentage of
96.6,” the Joint Director said.

The Jammu Division saw a
total of 88,506 candidates ap-
pearing for the exam, out of
which 86,132 candidates quali-
fied, with a pass percentage of
93.85 for government schools
and 97.84 for private schools.

In the Kashmir Division, a

total of 87,041 candidates ap-
peared for the exam, out of
which 83,432 candidates qual-
ified, with a pass percentage of
95.67 for government schools
and 95.53 for private schools.

Director SCERT, Prof Parikhshat
Singh Manhas, congratulated the
students on their success and
wished them luck for their future
endeavors. He also thanked the
SCERT, DIETs and other stakehold-
ers who contributed to making
this strenuous exercise possible.

The SCERT and the associ-
ated (DIETs) were entrusted
with the job of supervising the
entire process of conducting
the examinations.

CS Asks Youth To Take Benefit Of
Govt Schemes

Virtually Participates In Panchayat Level Convergence Meetings Held Across The UT

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, DrA-
run Kumar Mehta on Monday
virtually participated in the pan-
chayat level convergence meet-
ings across the UT in connection
with the finalization of the Gram
Panchayat Development Plan
(GPDP) 2023-24.

These meetings saw the en-
thusiastic participation of pan-
chayat members, Prabhari Offi-
cers, senior citizens, local youth
from villages in large numbers.
These meetings of Gram Sabhas
provide an opportunity for locals
to come together and participate
in the decision making process
for their respective panchayats.

Dr Mehta said that GPDP is a
participatory decentralised plan-
ning process of Gram Panchayat
for overall development of the
villages by utilising all available
resources, adding that interde-
partmental coordination is im-
portant in this regard.

Dr Mehta, during this inter-
action, impressed upon the
Prabhari Officers of each Gram
Panchayat to take full responsi-
bility of representing Govern-
ment in their assigned areas. He
exhorted upon them to create a
proper mechanism for escala-
tion of grievances at appropriate
levels so that each of them are
resolved up to the satisfaction of
the people.

He directed the Prabhari Of-
ficers to frame a comprehensive
plan in consultation with the
members of Gram Panchayats
of for formulating self-em-
ployment, tourism, sports and
Swachhta plans, besides others.
He directed the POs to ensure
that the approved GPDPs are
reflective of the needs and aspi-

rations of the community and
paves the way for the achieve-
ment of Localisation of Sustain-
able Development Goals (LSDGs).

He said that common people
should come forward and speak
up for their villages and be part
of the development process.
For better monitoring and ex-
ecution of development works,
Chief Secretary said that people
should be informed of develop-
mental activities carried in their
areas. The PRIs should also be
made aware of the developmen-
tal works taking place in their
respective panchayats.

Stressing on self- employ-
ment generation programme in
villages, CS said that the youth
should take full benefit of the
various government schemes
as they will be assisted in every
possible way. He said that it is
the duty of the Prabhari Officers
to make sure that they do not
face any problems. He said that
there is no limit to the numbers
of youth that can be provided
self-employment under differ-
ent schemes.

Dr Mehta also laid special em-
phasis on cleanliness in villages
and said that Swachhta Mission
should be fully implemented
before August 15 this year. He co-
molimented the unique environ-
ment friendly initiative started in
a far flung panchayat of Sadiwara
in Hiller Shahabad block of South
Kashmir's Anantnag district and
asked others fo follow the exam-
ple. The village head has started a
campaign called 'Give Plastic and
Take Gold wherein if someone
gives plastic waste of 20 quintals,
then the panchayat will give him
a gold coin.

He said that efforts have to be
put in place so that all aspiring

villages move to model villages
as quickly as possible as per the
norms of government of India.

Chief Secretary also disclosed
that ranking of panchayats will
be done based on set parameters
and panchayats should move
ahead while the government
will act as a facilitator.

He also enquired about the
usage of digital services in vil-
lages and whether people are
being benefited. The villagers ex-
pressed satisfaction over the use
of online services and said that
the online mode has saved them
a lot of time and money.

He told them to ensure con-
vergence of sectoral plans in the
District and UT plans as per the
nature and scope of the work
and impressed upon comple-
tion of all works before Decem-
ber end.

Dr Mehta asked from the rep-
resentatives and village level
workers about the functioning
of Schools, Health Centres, An-
ganwadiCentres and other vil-
lage institutions. He also took
appraisals from them about
different amenities like condi-
tion of roads, water, electricity
and monthly ration provided to
them. He even enquired from
each of them about the status of
Sports stadiums, online services
and Door-to-Door collection of
waste in their villages.

The Chief Secretary has made
it a regular feature to reach out
to people at grassroots level for
directly taking feedback from
them about the working of ad-
ministration and listening to
their suggestions and grievances
for making instant resolutions
and passing on directions to the
concerned officers for taking
necessary action.

Azad Ungrateful
Towards Nehru-Gandhi
Family: J&K Cong

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Several Congress
leaders from Jammu and Kash-
mir on Monday hit out at Gh-
ulam Nabi Azad over his tirade
against Rahul Gandhi, say-
ing he should have also spo-
ken about the four decades of
power he enjoyed due to the
Nehru-Gandhi family.

"Azad's criticism is manifes-
tation of treachery and highest
form of ungratefulness towards
Nehru-Gandhi family on his
part. Former Congress LOP in
Rajya Sabha should also have
counted out of turn' promo-
tions, favours and positions
both (official and organisa-
tional) he enjoyed during his
four decades in power due to
Nehru-Gandhi family's bless-
ings and trust reposed in him,"
Ghulam Ahmad Mir, Saifuddin
Soz and Tariq Hameed Karra
said in a joint statement here.

They were reacting to Azad's
interviews appearing on dif-
ferent media channels in the
backdrop of his book launch
event in Delhi recently.

"Hailing from a remote area
of Doda district, Azad was rec-
ommended by late Mufti Mohd
Sayeed to Madam Indira Gan-
dhi, who made him a youth
leader without any political
background or fan following.

"Then he (Azad) was reward-
ed with party ticket to contest
the Lok Sabha elections from
Maharashtra where Madam

Gandhi herself campaigned
and ensured his victory by a
thumping majority, with the
result he made his entry in Lok
Sabha for the first time.

"Since then, the Nehru-Gan-
dhi family, whom Azad is now
targeting, made a sea of oppor-
tunities available for him. He
was elected to the Rajya Sabha
many times, subsequently
made the Union minister a
number of times without fac-
ing elections, which he should
also count while speaking on
the Gandhi family," the state-
ment stated.

Azad had recently said that
Rahul Gandhi was the primary
reason why he and many oth-
ers were no longer in the Con-
gress and claimed that one has
to be "spineless" to remain in
the grand old party.

He further claimed that it
was not in the hands of Con-
gress  Parliamentary  Party
chairperson Sonia Gandhi or
even Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge to ensure his
return in the party fold even if
they wanted.

The Congress leaders said
Azad was defaming the party to
create confusion among mass-
es in view of the Gandhi scion's
constructive role and the ap-
preciation he was receiving
for "fighting the battle against
crony capitalism and organised
loot of the nation's wealth on
the part of the Narendra Modi
government".

Bukhari Seeks Probe Into
Wrong Alignment Work On
Banihal Highway

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Apni Party (JKAP) president Altaf
Bukhari on Monday appealed to
the Union minister Nitin Gad-
kari to order a probe into a con-
struction agency for its alleged
failure to stabilise pumm
the Srinagar-Jammu
national highway for
smooth vehicular
movement.

The former ] and K
minister also asked
Gadkari to take "spe-
cial classes" of the
officers engaged in
Smart City project in
Srinagar and Jammu for narrow-
ing the vital roads on the pretext
of beautification.

"Gadkari is on a visit of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and we wel-
come him We appeal to him
to announce a commission of
inquiry into the wrong align-
ments (undertaken by the con-
struction companies working on
the four-laning Jammu-Srinagar
national highway project) which
resulted in frequent occurrences
of shooting stones (from the
hillocks overlooking the road),"
Bukhari told reporters after
addressing a workers meet in
Ramgarh area of Samba district.

The work on the four-laning
project of the 270-km highway,
the only all weather road link-
ing Kashmir with the rest of
the country, has been going on
since 2011.

"The contractors engaged
by the concerned agency have
undertaken the works without
considering the fallout and have
taken their money, but over the
years, the highway has not been
stabilised," he said.

Praising the Union Road Trans-
port and Highways minister for
his efforts, Bukhari suggested
him to focus on construction of a
tunnel on Mughal Road, an alter-
nate route connecting the twin
districts of Pooch and Rajouri
in Jammu with south Kashmir's
Shopian, which usually remains
closed during the winter owing
to heavy snowfall.

"You have promised a tun-
nel for Mughal Road (to make
it an all-weather road). You are
inspecting the works on Zojila
tunnel (along Srinagar-Leh na-
tional highway) and you should
also visit Mughal Road to see the

progress of the tunnel besides

reviewing the

progress on Poonch-
Loran and  Uri-
Poonch roads and
Kishtwar-Dachhan
tunnel,” the JKAP
|| president said.
a  He expressed his
displeasure on the
works being under-
taken under Smart
City project in the twin capitals
of Srinagar and Jammu and said
the breadth of the roads are be-
ing narrowed on the pretext of
beautification.

"They are narrowing roads
and need a lesson in a closed
room. They are utilising Rs 1,000
crore each on the two projects
and they should be made ac-
countable as this money belongs
to the public,” he said.

Responding to a question
about the resignation of Jun-
aid Azam Mattu from his post
of youth president of the party,
Bukhari said he resigned from
his post after the completion of
his term.

"There is nothing wrong in his
decision. He has completed his
term as party youth president
and we have got a new team af-
ter recent party elections. He has
not resigned from the party and
he will continue as Mayor of Sri-
nagar," he said.

He said his party is enthusi-
astic about the assembly elec-
tions and "our preparedness
makes them (BJP) to delay the
elections".

Earlier, during his address,
he opposed the policies of the
J and K administration includ-
ing its anti-encroachment drive,
awarding contracts for minor
minerals and liquor to outsiders.

"We are ready to sacrifice our
lives for the nation but we will
not stay silent when you are tak-
ing our land forcibly,” he said.

Blaze Renders Two
Families Homeless

SRINAGAR: A massive overnight
blaze rendered two
families homeless
in Kanyari Payeen
area of Sonawari
in North Kashmir’s
Bandipora District
News agency
GNS reported that
during the inter-
vening night of Sunday-Mon-
day, two residential houses of
Habibullah Kaloo & Noori Be-
gum got completely damaged

along with belongings in the
mysterious  over-
night fire incident.

Cowshed along
with livestock were
also charred to
death in the inci-
dent, reports added.

Meanwhile, the
victims have urged
the administration to take the
first hand assessment of the in-
cident and provide compensa-
tion to the fire victims.

Chicken Shop Sealed Over
Outrageous Slaughtering

Press Trust Of India

nity as the slaughtering of the birds

JAMMU: A video wherein a man
is seen slaughtering chicken in
an inhumane and cruel manner
in Jammu and Kashmir's Kishtwar
district went viral, prompting au-
thorities to seal his shop and can-
cel his licence, police officials said

on Monday.

A video was shared on social media
of a chicken shop at Bus Stand in Kisht-
war which irked a particular commu-

was being done by the butcher against
religious norms, they said.

Acting swiftly, a police team, along
with a food and safety inspector and
the executive Magistrate, raided the
shop and got it sealed, the officials
said, adding the licence of its owner

was also cancelled.

Police have also initiated preventive
proceedings under relevant sections
of law against the erring butcher, they

said.

Notorious Drug Peddler
Booked Under PSA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Police on
Monday said to have booked a notorious
drug peddler from central Kashmir’s Budgam
district under stringent Public Safety Act.
“Continuing its efforts to eradicate the
menace of drugs from the society, Bud-
gam Police have booked one notorious
drug peddler under Public Safety Act
(PSA) after obtaining formal detention
orders from the competent Authority”,
said a spokesperson in a statement.
Identifying the accused as Fayaz
Ahmed Ganie son of Late Abdul Ahad

Ganie resident of Hanjibugh Magam, the
spokesperson said the booked notori-
ous drug peddler has been detained and
lodged in Kot Bhalwal Jail in Jammu.

The said drug peddler, the spokesper-
son said, was involved in several NDPS
cases registered in various police sta-
tions of the district and was promoting
drug abuse trade by supplying drugs to
local youth of District Budgam.

“Despite his involvement in many FIRs,
the drug peddler did not mend his activi-
ties”, maintained the statement.
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Second
Warmest March

he European Union’s climate monitoring

agency’s report that Earth had its second-

warmest March on record with Antarctic

sea ice shrinking to its second-lowest extent
is cause for deep concern. The report is based on
data from satellites, ships, aircraft and weather sta-
tions around the world and shows that temperatures
were higher than average in most parts of the world,
including North Africa, southwestern Russia, Asia,
North America, South America, Australia, and coast-
al Antarctica.

It is clear that global warming is having a direct
effect on sea ice, with the Antarctic sea ice extent be-
ing 28 percent below averag, the second lowest for
March in the 45-year satellite data record. We are
now at a point where dangerous tipping points could
be reached. Furthermore, the report states that the
past eight years were the eight warmest on record
and that the record-breaking temperatures will fig-
ure among the coolest within three or four decades
as global temperatures climb, even if planet-warming
emissions drop quickly. It is time to take action. We
must do our part to reduce our carbon footprints and
push for more stringent. Climate change is an alarm-
ing reality that we can no longer ignore.

There are dire projections for health, the global
food system, and economic productivity if no pre-
emptive action is taken. Though the world is working
towards capping the temperature increase at 1.5C,
the prospects of this happening anytime soon look re-
mote. Even with the temperature remaining at 1.8C,
humanity could, by 2100, be exposed to periods of
life-threatening climate conditions arising from the
coupled impacts of extreme heat and humidity.

Over the last two years we have been witness to
temperature increases across the world and to the
havoc it has wrought. Last year, the world was buf-
feted by successive natural disasters that took thou-
sands of lives and cost tens of billions of dollars. The
countries such as Kenya, and Somalia witnessed
droughts, Nigeria and Pakistan were wracked by
devastating floods and vast swathes of the globe
including the United States experienced unprec-
edented heatwaves. This has made people across the
world understand the urgency of the creeping cli-
mate change and they want world leaders to act.

There is thus an urgent need for the world to come
together and take remedial measures to pre-empt the
catastrophe. In Kashmir too, climate change has led
to considerable changes in weather patterns. Trig-
gering alarm bells is the slowly shrinking glaciers
that are the source of the Valley’s water bodies. But
the factors causing climate change are global in na-
ture and so any effort to reverse the damage has to be
backed by the world. And this should be done sooner
than later.

OTHER OPINON

Conman saga reveals dangers
of bureaucratic raj in J&K

atel, who was finally arrested in March, visited the
union territory four times from October 2022, once
with his family, on two other occasions accompa-
nied by the businessman son of Hitesh Pandya, a
senior official in the Gujarat chief minister’s office, with
another businessman once, and on one visit a doctor who
wanted to organise a conference in Pulwama. He was given a
bullet-proof vehicle, two escort vehicles and a dozen security
personnel from the Seema Sashastra Bal. Patel held meet-
ings with officials, projecting power with nothing more than
a visiting card and a false designation, stayed in five-star ac-
commodation courtesy of the administration, was even al-
lowed to visit the Line of Control at Uri. Recall that 15 years
ago, a man named David Headley pulled a hoax in Mumbai,
charming his way through the city’s social circuit as he
recced the city for the 26/11 attacks. What if Patel had been a
man with more deadly intent? The episode has demonstrat-
ed a complete failure of institutional mechanisms that are
supposed to be in place just to prevent such eventualities.
But it seems that in the general climate of unaccountabil-
ity that prevails in J&K’s bureaucrat raj since 2018, officials
have been playing merry with the rules, no questions asked.
After his son’s involvement came to light, Pandya, who had
worked in the Gujarat CMO since 2001, had to step down. But
while an enquiry has got underway, the J&K administration is
yet to act against the officials who enabled the elaborate fraud.
Patel is one among many political power brokers who have
mushroomed since 2019 and believe the Valley is now their
playground. They push their way around dropping names, all
the while milking “naya” Kashmir for their own benefit. The
administration has closed its eyes to these unsavoury develop-
ments even as it works to ensure there is no word of criticism.
As a state of strategic national importance, J&K cannot be
treated as a remote outpost of the ruling party where anything
goes. Where guards can be lowered depending on who pulls the
strings. While the state waits for its long overdue election, peo-
ple need to be assured that those who rule in their name have
no unchecked powers. Those behind the Patel breach need to
be held accountable as per due process, whatever their rank
The Indian Express

Story of Waste
Segregation Sheds

Create technical Human Resource , Ensure Behavioral change &
Sensitize Engineers of REW about SWM Rules Water Act while executing
Rural Waste Management works in J&K

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

wachh Bharat Mission -phase II has

been operationalized in Jammu &

Kashmir for almost one year now. The

Rural Development Department has
procured trash bins for crores of rupees across
Jammu & Kashmir last year. Thousands of
these bins were installed in villages but after
a few weeks they were choked with trash and
there was nobody to clear them. I had written a
detailed piece on this issue last year in Novem-
ber titled, A Tale of Forlorn Dustbins.

Soon after that article was published, the
Rural Development Department stopped fur-
ther distribution of trash bins in many vil-
lages. The ground staff of RDD like Panchayat
Secretaries, Gram Rozgar Sevaks (GRS) plus
Sarpanches/Panches too felt that installing a
trash Bin or dustbin was not the solution to
address solid waste issues in rural areas be-
cause there was no facility available to clear
these bins. They stopped further distribution
of these bins made mostly of high quality
steel. The Department of Rural Development
last year also started work on construction of
waste processing and collection sites which
they call Segregation Sheds. This has become
a common name for waste collection sites in
rural areas. Between November last year to
March end this year, hundreds of such sheds
were constructed in rural areas of Jammu
& Kashmir. Unfortunately, engineers of the
Rural Engineering Wing (REW) allowed con-
struction of these sites near water bodies and
roadsides which will not only engender lives
of people especially children but is again Solid
Waste Management Rules 2016 constituted un-
der the Environmental Protection Act of 1986
by Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate
Change Govt of India.

Violation of SWM Rules 2016

The Govt of India under Ministry of Envi-
ronment Forest & Climate Change in exercise
of the powers conferred by sections 3, 6 and 25
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and
in supersession of the Municipal Solid Waste
(Management and Handling) Rules, 2000 Solid
Waste Management Rules were constituted
through a gazette notification dated 8th April
2016. This rules apply to every urban local
body, outgrowths in urban agglomerations,
census towns as declared by the Registrar
General and Census Commissioner of India,
notified areas, notified industrial townships,
areas under the control of Indian Railways,
airports, air bases, Ports and harbours, de-
fence establishments, special economic zones,
State and Central government organisations,
places of pilgrims, religious and historical
importance as may be notified by respective
State government from time to time and to
every domestic, institutional, commercial
and any other non residential solid waste gen-
erator situated in the areas except industrial
waste, hazardous waste, hazardous chemicals,
bio medical wastes, e-waste, lead acid batteries
and radio-active waste, that are covered under
separate rules framed under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986.

In Jammu & Kashmir, many rural areas
fall under the outgrowths in urban agglomera-
tions and SWM Rules 2016 apply to such areas
like outskirts of Srinagar or Jammu Munici-
pal corporation or other smaller municipali-
ties (councils or committees). In addition to
it the Water (Prevention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act also called Water Act 1974 was en-
acted in 1974 & it applies to every area whether
rural or urban.

Violation of Water Act 1974

By setting up Segregation Sheds, Compost
units near Water Bodies in villages the Rural
Development Department (RDD) especially its
Rural Engineering Wing (REW) is openly vio-
lating the Water Prevention and Control of Pol-
lution Act 1974 and they can be prosecuted for
the same of someone files a simple complaint
before local magistrate or the National Green
Tribunal. The preamble of Water Act 1974 says
that this law is to provide for the prevention
and control of water pollution, and for the
maintaining or restoring of wholesomeness
of water in the country. The Act was amended
in 1988. The Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Cess Act was enacted to provide
for the levy and collection of a cess on water
consumed by persons operating and carrying
on certain types of industrial activities. This
cess is collected with a view to augment the
resources of the Central Board and the State
Boards for the prevention and control of water
pollution constituted under the Water (Pre-
vention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.
The Act was last amended in 2003. Section 24 of

Water Act 1974 prohibits use of stream or well
for disposal of polluting matter. The relevant
section reads:

Subject to the provisions of this section,
no person shall knowingly cause or permit
any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter
determined in accordance with such stan-
dards as may be laid down by the State Board
to enter (whether directly or indirectly) into
any [stream or well or sewer or on land] or
no person shall knowingly cause or permit to
enter into any stream any other matter which
may tend, either directly or in combination
with similar matters, to impede the proper
flow of the water of the stream in a manner
leading or likely to lead to a substantial ag-
gravation of pollution due to other causes or
of its consequences.

A person shall not be guilty of an offence
under sub-section (1) of Water Act 1974, by rea-
son only of having done or caused to be done
any of the acts like (a) constructing, improv-
ing or maintaining in or across or on the bank
or bed of any stream any building, bridge,
weir, dam, sluice, dock, pier, drain or sewer or
other permanent works which he has a right
to construct, improve or maintain or deposit-
ing any materials on the bank or in the bed
of any stream for the purpose of reclaiming
land or for supporting, repairing or protect-
ing the bank or bed of such stream provided
such materials are not capable of polluting
such stream. Even setting up these structures
on roadsides is dangerous as it will invite dogs
and will be a great threat to people especially
children who won’t be able to walk during
school time from such areas ?

This makes it clear
that we have no
deficiency of funds under
the rural infrastructure
and waste management
sector especially from
the last 3 to 4 years.
What we lack is the
dearth of technical
human resources who
could have made SBM
Gramin successful

Segregation Sheds

As a student of climate action and waste
management, I am unable to understand why
the Rural Development Department calls the
waste collection points Segregation Sheds. If
Govt is already providing Rs 5500 through lo-
cal Panchayats for construction of compost
pits in every house to treat the biodegradable
waste and Rs 11000 are being given to set up
Soakage Pits for treating liquid waste, why
shall mixed waste (kitchen waste and plastic
waste etc) be carried to a site and again seg-
regated into biodegradable and non biodegrad-
able waste in a segregation shed?

Technically, only Non-biodegradable
waste and hazardous waste like used diapers
or sanitary pads should be taken to the segrega-
tion shed. In many areas these sheds have been
constructed last year but I haven’t come across
a single place I visited in Budgam,Ganderbal,
Pulwama or other places where waste is segre-

gated in these sheds nor had any mechanical
segregator been installed anywhere which can
mechanically segregate the waste into biode-
gradable and non -bio-degradable waste. There
is no facility available in fact to dispose of the
hazardous waste material like used diapers or
sanitary napkins or used syringes etc.

Solution

With regard to implementing a rural waste
management programme the following things
need to be done:

Massive Information Education and Com-
munication (IEC)programme need to be taken
up in association with local Imams, religious
leaders and schools

The people who have been provided with
compost pits and soakage pits need to be guid-
ed and handheld how to use them. For this
matter technical agencies and NGOs need to
be hired as mandated under 6.10.7 of Swachh
Bharat Mission Gramin.

The guideline number 6.11.2 says that in
order to implement the projects profession-
ally, Specialists/ Consultants/Agencies from
the fields of IEC, Human Resource Develop-
ment, School Sanitation & Hygiene Education,
SLWM, Monitoring and Evaluation etc may
be hired at the State and district levels for the
project period. The SBM Gramin guideline
number 6.11.3 says that State / UT Govern-
ments are advised to post a government officer
as a full-time Block Sanitation Officer (BSO).

SBM G guidelines has made it mandatory
for every Gram Panchayat (GP) to have one
Support Organization (SO) like an NGO mem-
ber etc associated with it for assisting in fur-
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thering the sanitation programme. The State
and District Missions are supposed to take nec-
essary steps for providing supporting organisa-
tion to each panchayat. This is lacking in J&K
and we get no desired results on ground.

The Rural Engineering Wing (REW) while
executing the works under SBM Gramin
Phase II must be sensitized about laws like En-
vironmental Protection Act 1986, Solid Waste
Management Rules 2016 and Water Act 1974 so
that they take due care of these laws and rules
while making civil constructions. It must be
made mandatory upon those households who
have been provided with compost pits to treat
all the kitchen waste there and regular inspec-
tions should be done for the same

Conclusion

At an average Rs 4.50 lakhs are provided
to each Panchayat for constructing segrega-
tion sheds , compost pits and soakage pits. For
5000 village panchayats in J&K, a whopping
amount of Rs 225 Crores has been allocated.
In addition, crores of rupees have been spent
on purchase of steel trash bins as well. Rs 23.40
lakhs are available given to each panchayat
halga every year plus share from DDC and
BDC grants. This makes it clear that we have
no deficiency of funds under the rural infra-
structure and waste management sector espe-
cially from the last 3 to 4 years. What we lack
is the dearth of technical human resources
who could have made SBM Gramin success-
ful. This is a big lacuna which needs to be ad-
dressed. Waste management is not at all about
undertaking civil works or purchasing a large
number of trash bins. This is more than that
and demands behavioural change. Let us all
become part of this change.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s
own and do not necessarily represent the
editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen Fellow
& Anant Fellow for Climate Action
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The Anchor

By Wasim Nabi

Najar sits steady to craft a new house-

boat with a grand artist’s devotion.
Frequent hammer thuds on wood echo
his derelict houseboat yard in Kashmir
capital, Srinagar’s famed Dal Lake. Na-
jar's snow-white beard, parched face and
intense looks give away his gravity as a
veteran craftsman struggling to retain the
vintage hook in houseboats — the floating
marvels, called a shimmering specimen
of Kashmir’s rich artistry.

The feisty octogenarian occupies a
quintessential carpentry workplace in the
middle of the lake bereft of tourists. The
long-faced locals here own houseboats,
having no match in the world.

Many call this part of Srinagar as an
‘amphibian world’. It houses the famous
Hanji community of Kashmir in a loose
cluster of hutments and houseboats. A
meandering corridor from the bustling
Dalgate side—a prominent sightseeing
area in the mountainous region—takes
one into the backwaters filled with a
sense of pity and site of pollution, forcing
many to give up on their glorious vacant
vassals.

But one man—Najar—standing tall be-
yond his retirement age is making it sure
to continue to make houseboats as the
pride of Kashmir.

Much before Najar’s birth, the art of
houseboat-making had started when
the World War-I was raving the empires
across the globe. Somewhere in 1918, a
bunch of war-weary Imperial British had
arrived in Kashmir as duck-hunters and
sightseers.

To live closer to the lake full of ducks,
they constructed houseboats. Construc-
tion process needed the local manpower
and expertise. Srinagar being an artisan
hub played its great role in beautifying
these floating houses. Among those art-
ists were the houseboat carpenters.

“Houseboat carpenters are completely
different from other carpenters,” Najar
says, between his intermittent silences
and frequent metal thuds. “The art of
making houseboats involves three dif-
ferent teams who work in tandem. One
team forms the base, other one makes
the whole structure, while the third team
chips in with the interior designs.”

One among those pioneering car-
penters was Najar's father, Mohammad
Hanief. “My father was considered as the
finest artist of his times,” he says, with a
faint smile.

In a misty March day, Ghulam Rasool

Among Hanief’s craft marvels is a Sufi
shrine in Srinagar — the place known for
housing some revered and carpentry-rich
shrines. But after his sudden death, Najar
as a Class 2 student, had to step into his
father’s ‘big’ shoes.

It was 1952, and Najar got his first gig
as an apprentice of his father’s friend for
a shrine-repairing in Srinagar. It was the
beginning of his long carpentry journey,
which would shortly pass through the
lake for houseboat-making.

“I made my first houseboat in Sri-
nagar’s picturesque Nigeen Lake,” Najar
recalls.

Being a relatively less crowded water
body, the Nigeen Lake was famous among
foreigners of yore for its meditative calm.
Later Najar would make a houseboat
called Khyber in the Dal Lake. After that,
there was no looking back.

Today, nearly 70 years after Najar
started his rare carpentry, houseboats in
the Dal Lake have become mesmerizing
art-pieces. But at the same time, the per-
petual political problem in the region has
taken a huge hit on the industry.

Kashmir being the UN-recognised dis-
pute between India and Pakistan saw the
two nuke-armoured South Asian neigh-
bours waging three wars on it. By late
eighties, as militancy erupted in Kashmir,
the region’s high-end foreign tourism —
the lifeline of houseboat industry— col-
lapsed, more so, in the face of a torrent of
travel advisories shot by western countries.

As the armed conflict dragged on, the
government imposed a ban on building
new houseboats ‘to prevent pollution’ in
the Dal Lake.

“It was a bizarre decision,” Najar says.
“Instead of coming to the rescue of the
conflict-battered houseboat community,
the government imposed sanctions on it
and shattered the once thriving industry.”

R

With the result, many houseboat car-
penters were forced to switch over to
other means of living. However, a handful
of carpenters, including Najar, stayed put.
His obscure tribe managed to prolong
their ties with the fading art by sustain-
ing on the occasional houseboat repairing
work orders.

But for his amazing skill and dogged
resilience to keep the heritage promise
intact, Najar, the elderly ‘wouste’ (master)
holds a great sway and admiration over
the houseboat community.

To his credit, he says, are around 45
percent of the houseboats in the lake. It
usually takes him around 15 months to
make one houseboat.

“Back in the day, when Kashmir was
peaceful and packed with tourists and
travellers, we used to work endlessly,
without compromising on quality,” he
says. “Even today houseboat owners seek
my services. Yes, the demand is less, but
I'm still very much passionate about my
work.”
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His keenness as a craftsman saw him
producing some exceptional floating ar-
tifacts.

In the year of 1983, on one foreign
tourist’s description, Najar made a fa-
mous Butterfly Houseboat in Nigeen Lake.
“It took me four years to complete it,” he
recalls with a glint in his eyes. “That is one
of my masterpieces.”

Today, only a few good looking house-
boats—a symbol of rich Kashmiri artist-
ry—are left in the lake. And most of them
are Najar’s creation.

“From once 2500, the number of
houseboats has now come down to 915,”
says Manzoor Pakhtoon, owner of group
of houseboats in the Dal Lake. “The
houseboat decline can be prevented by
supporting the skillful houseboat carpen-
ters, like Najar. These veterans should be
engaged in training sessions and work-
shops, so that the next generation grap-
pling with a biting unemployment could
earn their decent living and take their
legacy forward.”
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But inside the houseboat yard, Najar
sulks over the state of affairs.

“We're into different times now,” he
breaks a fleeting silence. “Earlier, foreign
tourists knew the value of art and artists.
But today, this craft has just become a
mere formality.” Sadly, even the lake he
helped shine with his skill is fast losing
its sheen.

There're rampant constructions going
on at certain places right under the nose
of the regional authorities. Residential
houses, concrete buildings and black tops
have already made inroads in the water
body. “Dal Lake was once a cleanest water
body in the valley, but its slow death and
the government’s apathy has marred its
beauty,” Najar laments.

However, in the lake lacking the yes-
teryears’ buzz and business, the ‘wouste’
continues to hold the fort. But what hap-
pens next, after the master departs and
abandons the yard completely, is the
question haunting the already distressed
houseboat community of Kashmir today.

By Nitisha Dubey

meadows filled with different

varieties of wild flowers.

he Mushko Valley is nes-
Ttled in Drass - the second

coldest inhabited place in
the world. Drass which is 141
kilometres from Srinagar is
also called the gateway to La-
dakh.

If you're planning to visit
cold desert Ladakh, a visit to
Mushko valley is a must as it
will set your mode and tone to
explore the beauty of twin dis-
tricts of Leh and Kargil.

Tourist flow to Kargil in-
creased after the Kargil War in
1999. The department of tour-
ism has been promoting and
developing the place for tourism
activities vigorously since then.

Before travelling to Leh
where barren mountains will
welcome you with their chang-
ing colours depending upon
the time of the day, Mushko
Valley offers you breathtaking

Mushko situated at an el-
evation of around 11,000 feet
is just eight kilometers from
the main market in Drass. The
valley has a population settled
in a beautiful highland village
surrounded by the mountains
and meadow on all sides. The
village has a breathtaking
landscape as River Dras also
flows through it.

From Mushko one can also
trek to Tilail in Gurez (Bandi-
pora) in few days which passes
through many meadows. The
meadows are dotted with dif-
ferent varieties of flowers.

The mountain slopes in the
Mushko Valley give the village
a breathtaking beauty. The vil-
lagers are mostly involved in
farming and sheep rearing.

-The author is a senior scribe
based out of New Delhi.

® How to visit:

KA RG I L S I O U R I S I ® Best time to visit:
Summer season between May and September is the Srinagar is connected to Kargil / Drass via Na-

tional Highway 1. The route passes through

Zoji La pass at an elevation of 10, 764 feet

° above sea level.

The local cabs especially Mahindra Xylo and
the Toyota Innova are readily available at Tour-
ist Reception Centre Srinagar which operate
to Kargil and Leh on a daily basis. It takes four

hours to reach Drass from Srinagar.

best time to visit the destination.
Accommodation:

Tourism department has its own bungalow at Drass
which has well furnished rooms where the food of
your choice will be served. Some guest house and
hotels have also come up in the Drass.
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Press Trust of India

n international team, includ-

ing researchers from India,

has successfully developed a

method of using a compound
from terrestrial insects to manufacture
eco-friendly polymer composite parts
with the 3D printing method.

The researchers, including those
from Sri Ramakrishna Engineering
College in Tamilnadu, used Chitosan
derived from chitin, a compound found
in the exoskeletons of arthropods such
as insects, as well as in sea creatures
such as the shells of crabs.

The 3D printing technology is a
form of manufacturing which has be-
come popular in recent times due to its
ability to produce complex shapes and
geometries difficult to achieve using
traditional manufacturing techniques.

As a result, the demand for raw
material for 3D printing is on the rise.
It is crucial to ensure responsible us-
age of raw materials for 3D printing to
meet the UN Sustainable Development
Goal 12, i.e., promoting sustainable con-
sumption and production patterns.

Terrestrial insects are a potential
source of chitosan due to their abun-
dance, accessibility, and relatively high
chitin content in their exoskeletons.
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There are several potential benefits
to extracting chitosan from terrestrial
insects, including sustainable and eco-
friendly production.

Insects are a sustainable source of
chitosan, as they can be easily farmed
and harvested in large quantities
without contributing to environmen-
tal pollution.

In contrast, traditional sources of
chitosan such as shrimp and crab shells

can be unsustainable and have negative
environmental impacts.

The study, published in the Journal
of Polymers and the Environment, in-
vestigated the feasibility of developing
an environmentally friendly composite
material using 3D printing technology,

The team, including resaerchers
from Saveetha Institute of Medical and
Technical Sciences, Tamilnadu, found
that the addition of chitin and chitosan,
derived from terrestrial insects, to the

Scientists Develop Eco-Friendly 3D
d Polymer Parts From Terrestrial Insects

The team, including

resaerchers from
Saveetha Institute of
Medical and Technical
Sciences, Tamilnadu, found
that the addition of chitin
and chitosan, derived from
terrestrial insects, to the
polylactic acid (PLA)
matrix led to a decrease in
strength and stiffness,
which worsened with
increasing concentrations
of chitin and chitosan. PLA
is the most widely used
plastic filament material in
3D printing.

polylactic acid (PLA) matrix led to a de-
crease in strength and stiffness, which
worsened with increasing concentra-
tions of chitin and chitosan. PLA is the
most widely used plastic filament mate-
rial in 3D printing.

The composite material with 0.5 per
cent by weight chitin reinforcement
had the lowest tensile and flexural

strength compared to other composites
produced using additive manufactur-
ing, the researchers said.

The reduction in strength and stiff-
ness of the chitin/PLA and chitosan/
PLA composites, in comparison to neat
PLA, was attributed to the decreased
interfacial bonding between the rein-
forcement and matrix, they said.

The chitin/PLA and chitosan/PLA
composites demonstrated enhanced duc-
tility relative to neat PLA, with the 0.1
weight per cent chitin composite show-
ing the highest ductility, the degree to
which a material can sustain stress.

The study concluded that chitin and
chitosan could contribute to toughen-
ing the PLA composite.

The team also found that the density
of the composites increased with increas-
ing concentrations of chitin and chitosan.

The Chitin/PLA and Chitosan/PLA
composites exhibited good thermal sta-
bility, and could have potential applica-
tions for food product packaging based
on their compressive properties, the re-
searchers added.

Other researchers in the study are
from Singapore Institute of Technolo-
gy, Newcastle University in Singapore,
Mahidol University in Thailand, and
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia.

A Possible New Mechanism Behind
Earth's Self Cleaning Process Uncovered

Press Trust of India

Despite the absence of sunlight,
special atmospheric conditions
could produce hydroxide (OH) mol-
ecules, which power atmosphere's
self-cleaning mechanism by react-
ing with pollutants and eliminat-
ing them, according to a new study.
The researchers of the study,
including one from University of
California, Irvine (UCI), US, re-
port that the presence of a strong
electric field at the interface of air-
borne water droplets and the sur-
rounding air can create OH by a
previously unknown mechanism.
"You need OH to oxidize hy-

drocarbons, otherwise they would
build up in the atmosphere indefi-
nitely," said Sergey Nizkorodov,
professor of chemistry at UCI.

"OH initiates the reactions that
break down airborne pollutants
and helps to remove noxious chemi-
cals such as sulphur dioxide and
nitric oxide, which are poisonous
gases, from the atmosphere," said
Christian George, an atmospheric
chemist at the University of Lyon in
France and lead author of the study.

A Kkey player in atmospheric
chemistry, researchers said that a
deeper and fuller understanding of
OH sources and sinks is important
to mitigating air pollution.

The new mechanism uncov-
ered has been published in the
journal Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences.

Before, researchers assumed
that sunlight was the chief driver
of OH formation.

"The conventional wisdom is
that you have to make OH by photo-
chemistry or redox chemistry. You
have to have sunlight or metals act-
ing as catalysts," Nizkorodov said.

"What this paper says in es-
sence is you don't need any of this.
In the pure water itself, OH can be
created spontaneously by the spe-
cial conditions on the surface of
the droplets," Nizkorodov said.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CONSTRUCTION DIVISION

UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

NAAC Accredited Grade “A+” | HAZRATBAL, SRINAGAR

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
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For and on behalf of the University of Kashmir, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Per-
centage (%age) basis from approved and eligible Civil Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD,
Railways and other State/U.T/ Central Governments for the following works

Est. Cost ?ost of T/Doc Earnest |Time and Date |Date & Time
S. in shape of i .. , Class of
Name of Work (Rs. In Money in |for Submission |of Opening
No E-Challan . Contractor
Lacs) ) Rs. of E-Tender. of Bid
(in Rs.)
Beautification of
Interior Roads 08-04-2023
1 and allied 17 62Lacs to 17-04-2023 |“BEFE”
" |Miscellaneous ’ Rs.800/- 35,240/- [15-04-2023 (11.30 AM) &
\Works at Main (6.00 PM) “CEE”
campus.

net / www.jktenders.gov.in.

DATED: 08/04/23

NIT No: - F(E.Tend)(UCD)/KU/06/23

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the web site www.kashmiruniversity.

DIPK-NB-140/23
dated: 10-04-2023

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DIPK-265/23
dated:10-04-2023

visit us at www.dhskashmir.org

NOTIFICATION

No: - DHSK/Est/4th/NG/149/S List/JrTech.Staff/5212-33

Union Territory Govt, of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate Of Health Services Kashmir

SUBJECT: - REVISED FINAL SENIORITY LIST OF HEAD. SUPERVISOR. Senior AND JUNIOR LAB/ X-RAY/ DENTAL/ OPTHALMIC TECHNI-
CIANS OF DISTRICT CADRE KASHMIR DIVISION.

Whereas, this office had issued Is', 2nd and Final Seniority list of Junior to Head Lab/ X-Ray/ Dental/ Ophthalmic Technicians cate-
gory, through print media vide this office Notification No's: -DHSK/Est/4th/NG/149/S. list/Jr.Tech.Staff/3501-22, Dated: - 08.03.2023,
DHSK/Est/4,h/NG/149/S. list/JrTech.Staff 4260-81,Dated:-24.03.2023, and DHSK/Est/4,h/NG/149/S. list/JrTech.Staff/4781-4803,
Dated:-04/04/2023, the copy of which was made available on official website also for inviting objection (if any) in this behalf.

Whereas, some representations have been received by this office which have been examined and accommodated accordingly as per
S.0.334, Dated: -13.07.2022 and as per Rule 24 (I) of J&K CCA and Appeal Rules of 1956 for fixation of seniority of the officials.

Now the REVISED FINAL SENIORITY LIST has been prepared and issued for its publication in print media and a copy of the same is also
made available on official website (www.dhskashmir.org) for its vide publicty.

Deputy Director (HQ)
Health Service Kashmir

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT.

Office Of The Executive Engineer R&B Division Baramulla.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
e-NIT No:- 01/206-15/2023-24/RnB/Bla Dated 08.04.2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders (In Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and
eligible Contractors Regd. With J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S.  |Name of Work Est.Cost  |[Earnest Costof T/ [Timeof [Classof |MajorHead of Project Authority Position of AAA Position of
No (Rs.In money. (In  |Doc. (InRs.) |completion Account funds
Lacs) Rs.)
12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 9 10
1. Construction of Working 9997 200000/- [1600/- 120days  |AAY Solid Waste Executive Officer |Accorded (MC/Ptn/ |Available
Plat-form with Shed for Management MC Pattan Actt//2021-22/756-
establishment of Solid Waste 58 of 2022 dt:
Management at Municipal 04.07.2022
Committee Pattan
2. |Construction of lane from  |8.26 16520/- 600/- 30days |C&D Normal Resource of [Chief Executive |Accorded (MC/ /Available
H/0 Fayaz Ahmad Khan up to MC Baramulla Officer MC BLA/A/2023/3893-
H/0 Peer Mohd Karim Khan Baramulla 97 Dated
at uper Sangri Ward No 15 06.03.2023)

1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below.

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 08.04.2023

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 10.04.2023 t0 25.04.2023 4:00PM

3 |Bid submission Start date 15.04.2023

4 Bid Submission End Date 25.04.2023 upto 4:00PM

5  [Dateand time of Opening of Bids (Online) 26.04.2023 upto 11:00AM in the office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Baramulla

2. Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End date)

deposited in M.H. 0059 mentioning there in the name of work/ NIT No. in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division Baramulla
(tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form
of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Baramulla. Besides that, the successful
bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 3% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s
circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after
the submission of a Performance Security of 3% of the total cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/
Maintenance Period.

4, The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web
Site at the office of the Executive Engineer, R&B Division Baramulla.

5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.

6. The bidder shall be debarred for tendering process If:-

a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and
conditions of the bid.

b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

c) Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

AR Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit”
on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.

7.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-
2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.

7.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in
physical form.

1.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

7.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. Besides, original documents related to bid
be submitted physically by the bidder who is declared as L1immediately after opening of financial bid.

7.6. Bidder shall upload a Self-Certified Performance declaration (Annexed format) in support of performance in respect of
Works executed/ under execution by the agency during the year 2022-23

7.7. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of necessary documents in terms of soft copies with the technical bid & no
documents in terms of hard copies shall be entertained. However, in case of any clarification, the bidders shall have to produce original
documents in support of soft copes if need arises.

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

8. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

9, Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of treasury challan/receipt in favour of the Executive Engineer R&B
Division Baramulla must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The tender receiving authority reserves the right of opening of the
tenders on due date or any other convenient available date or rejecting any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof

10. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create
similar BOQ manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the rates inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the
same name as it contains.

1. Price escalation & taxes:- The unit rates and prices shall be quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates
quoted shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of the work unless otherwise, specified deductions
on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of

recovery.
12. Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are
required.

13. In case of CRF & any other specified project the relevant guidelines/ standard bidding documents shall be followed

All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form.

No.206-15
DIPK-288/23

Executive Engineer

Dated 10.04.2023 R&B Division Baramulla
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Centre Asks States To
Enforce BIS Certification

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Monday directed state govern-
ments to enforce Bureau of In-
dian Standard (BIS) certification
on consumer products while
stressing the use of digital tech-
nology to protect consumer
rights and reduce pending cases
in consumer courts.

After inaugurating a day-long
workshop on "Consumer Pro-
tection in the northern states”
held in Chandigarh, Consumer
Affairs Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh emphasized the role of
technology in strengthening the
consumer protection ecosystem
and the importance of infra-
structure and human resources
in consumer commissions.

The Secretary said, "State
heads should ensure that BIS
Certification is enforced on re-
quired products for consumer
safety,” an official statement
said. He also discussed the
time dissemination project by

On Consumer Products

Indian Space Research Organ-
isation (ISRO) to reduce India's
reliance on Western countries
for time accuracy. Nidhi Khare,
Additional Secretary in the Con-
sumer Affairs Ministry, stressed
the use of digital technology to
protect consumer rights, reduce
the pendency of cases in con-
sumer commissions, and the
importance of moving towards
mandatory e-filing.

She highlighted the work of the
ministry on misleading adver-
tisements, endorsement guide-
lines, e-commerce platforms,
and direct selling guidelines, and
urged consumers to be cautious
of misleading ads on all plat-
forms. She also made consumers
aware of gambling games, prod-
ucts without BIS Certification,
and influencers promoting prod-
ucts, the statement added. Senior
officials from Haryana, Punjab,
Chandigarh, Uttarakhand, Him-
achal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
and Ladakh governments attend-
ed the workshop.

Qatar Eyes Lion’s Share Of

= -

Agencies

RIYADH: Qatar’s halal economy
has been witnessing massive
growth, with the country en-
couraging core sectors with
high growth potential to devel-
op products and services pre-
scribed by Islamic law, a state
agency said.

According to the Investment
Promotion Agency of Qatar, the
state recorded market assets
worth $156.4 billion in financial
markets in 2021, followed by $1
billion in Islamic insurance, also
known as takaful, $14.2 billion
in Islamic tourism, $5.1 billion
in healthcare and $849 million
in Islamic fintech.

The study also highlighted
Qatar’s role in developing the
global and national halal ac-
creditation ecosystem by es-
tablishing the Organization of
Islamic Cooperations Halal Ac-
creditation Centre and the evo-
lution of the Ministry of Public

Global !_Ialal__gonoy

Health’s guidance on importing
halal food products.

The state is developing as the
halal economy hub in the region.

“The country’s halal economy
value chain is supported by
players across industries, from
purchasing halal inputs to cer-
tifying and accrediting products
for halal standards and logistics
and distribution to end-users,”
the report stated.

Qatar is also promoting ini-
tiatives such as the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry’s “Ha-
lal Livelihood” program to raise
awareness about halal living
and the significance and po-
tential of takaful, green invest-
ments and sukuk issuance.

As part of its ambitious Qatar
National Vision 2030, the country
aims to position itself as a leading
hub for trade, tourism and invest-
ment in the region, including in
its halal economy, which ranks in
the top 10 on the Global Islamic
Economy Indicator.

Covovax BoosterDose To
Be Available On CoWIN,
Cost Rs 225: Report

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: In view of rising
cases of COVID-19 in various
parts of the country, Union
Health  Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya is learnt to have
approved the inclusion of Se-
rum Institute's Covovax on the
CoWIN portal as a heterologous
booster dose for adults, official
sources said on Monday.

Covovax is likely to be avail-
able on the portal in a few days
at a price of Rs 225 per dose
plus applicable GST.

The move comes after a letter
was written by Prakash Kumar
Singh, Director, Serum Insti-
tute of India (SII) to the Union
health ministry on March 27,
the sources said.

According to an official
source, Singh had mentioned
in his letter to the ministry
that Covovax is a world class
vaccine approved by the DCGI,
WHO and USFDA and it should
be included on the CoOWIN por-

tal as a heterologous booster
dose for adults.

Covovax can be administered
to those who have already
vaccinated with Covishield or
Covaxin. Last month, the CO-
VID-19 Working Group headed
by Dr N K Arora also recom-
mended to the Health Ministry
for the inclusion of the vaccine
on the portal as a heterologous
booster dose for adults who

have been vaccinated with two
doses of either Covishield or
Covaxin.

The Drugs Controller General
of India (DCGI) on January 16
approved the market authori-
sation for Covovax for those
who have been administered
two doses of either Covishield
or Covaxin. Also, Covovax has
been approved by WHO and
USFDA, USA.

ANI

NEW DELHI: Congress Kar-
nataka chief DK Shivakumar
on Monday visited a Nandini
Milk parlour in the Hassan
amid the ongoing charges
and counter-charges be-
tween the ruling BJP and
the Opposition Congress and
JD(S) over Amul's announce-
ment of foraying into the
Karnataka market.

Shivakumar expressed sup-
port for Karnataka's home-
grown milk brand Nandini,
which he claimed is better
that that of the Gujarat-based
dairy cooperative Amul. He
was seeing buying and con-
suming Nandini products

"We already have Nandini
which is a better brand than
Amul..We don't need any
Amul...our water, our milk,
and our soil is strong," Mr
Shivakumar told ANI.

"In Karnataka, it's a ques-
tion of our farmer's rights.
More than 70 lakh farmers
produce milk and give it to
Nandini. Gujarat's Amul is
also by farmers. But it's not
right to push Amul forward
and Nandini back. Their (BJP)
government has not provided
any help to farmers. We have
to save our product and our
farmers," Mr Shivakumar said.

The Congress leader said
that the ruling BJP govern-
ment had "raised the prices
of all dairy products and
they haven't done any help
to farmers. In between, we
are in the situation where we
can't sell milk."

Meanwhile, Police de-
tained workers of Karnataka

'Nandini Better Brand, Don't Need

Amul"; Karnataka Congress Slams BJP

= =
Rakshana Vedike in Ben-
galuru, who protested over
Amul's entry into the State.

Amul had recently an-
nounced that it will sell
dairy products in Bengaluru
following which Opposition
Congress and the JD(U) ex-
pressed their protest.

Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP)
has hit out at the Congress for
running a "misinformation
campaign." State BJP general
secretary Ravi Kumar stated
that Nandini is on number two
position in India ever since BJP
came to power in Karnataka.

"Nandini is on number two
position in the whole coun-
try, so in the coming days,
we will also export to dif-
ferent countries, this is our
idea. Nandini products are
supplied in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. Nandini's
milk is also used to make
laddoos in Tirupati temple,”
added Ravi Kumar.

BJP state general secretary
Aswathnarayan said that
fomer chief ministers Sid-
daramaiah of the Congress
and HD Kumaraswamy of
JD(S) along with some oth-
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ers like DK Shivakumar had
been over the past few days
spreading  misinformation
and "hulla gulla."

BJP leader Amit Malviya
had on Sunday tweeted,
"There is a reason why In-
dia doesn't TRUST Congress.
They LIE! Latest being the
misinformation  campaign
that Karnataka Milk Federa-
tion, which owns Nandini, is
going to merge with Amul.
Here are the facts - BJP has
done far more to strengthen
KMF and make Nandini a
global brand."

Mr Malviya in a series of
tweets clarified that Amul
will not be entering Karna-
taka and both Amul and KMF
sell their products across
quick-commerce platforms.

"Amul is NOT entering Kar-
nataka - Both Amul and KMF
sell their products across
quick-commerce platforms -
KMF's turnover went up by
10,000 crore after BJP came
to power in 2019. In 2022,
turnover stood at 25,000
crore, of which 20,000 crore
went back to farmers of Kar-
nataka," he tweeted.

RBI Issues Detailed Norms
For Outsourcing Of IT
Services By Banks, NBFCs

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Reserve Bank of
India on Monday came out with
detailed norms for outsourcing
of IT services by banks, NBFCs
and regulated financial sector
entities to ensure that such
arrangements do not
undermine their re-
sponsibilities  and
obligations to cus-
tomers.

In its 'Master
Direction on Out-
sourcing of Infor-
mation  Technology
Services', RBI said that
Regulated Entities (REs) have
been extensively leveraging IT
and IT-enabled Services (ITeS)
to support their business mod-
els, products and services of-
fered to their customers.

In February last year, the cen-
tral bank proposed the issuance
of suitable regulatory guidelines
on outsourcing of IT services
with an aim to ensure effective
management of attendant risks.
Later, draft norms were issued.

According to RBI, the underly-
ing principle of the directions
is to ensure that outsourcing
arrangements neither diminish
REs' ability to fulfil its obliga-
tions to customers nor impede
effective supervision by the

central bank.

With a view to provide REs
adequate time to comply with
the requirements, the norms
will come into effect from Octo-
ber 1,2023.

A RE shall take steps to en-

sure that the service provider
employs the same high

standard of care in
\ performing the ser-
vices as would have
been employed by
the RE, if the same
activity was not
outsourced, the cen-
tral bank said.
According to the cen-
tral bank, a RE should not en-
gage an IT service provider that
would result in reputation of RE
being compromised or weak-
ened.

Notwithstanding whether
the service provider is located
in India or abroad, REs should
ensure that outsourcing should
neither impede nor interfere
with the ability of the RE to ef-
fectively oversee and manage
its activities, as per RBI.

Further, REs have been told to
evaluate the need for outsourcing
of IT services based on compre-
hensive assessment of attendant
benefits, risks and availability
of commensurate processes to
manage those risks.

Retail Loan Securitisation
Rises 56% To Rs 1.76 Lakh

CrInFY23

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Retail loan secu-
ritisations jumped a robust 56
per cent to Rs 1.76 lakh crore in
the just concluded fiscal 2023,
while that of wholesale rose to
around Rs 6,600 crore, coming
out of the pandemic blues fi-
nally, says a report.

The secondary market for
standard retail assets has seen
a robust growth of 56 per cent
in FY23, reflecting the resilient
retail asset pools in the second-
ary market as well as the prefer-
ence of banks to grow their re-
tail assets to meet priority sector
lending requirements, according
to a Care Ratings analysis. Such
robust growth was possible as
bank lending to NBFCs grew 32
per cent and there is a positive
correlation between interest
rate and relative premium for
PSL assets. Both these factors
augur well for securitisation
market, the agency said.

"We expect the market to con-
tinue to grow but at a moderate
pace in FY24," senior directors
Sanjay Agarwal and Vineet Jain
said in a note. The total volume,
including direct assignment
transactions, rose to Rs 176,000
crore from around Rs 1,13,000
crore in FY22, led by direct as-
signments which constituted
around 61 per cent of the total
securitisation market with pass-
through certificates (PTCs) mak-
ing up the remaining volume.
The credit quality of retail as-
sets remained resilient, and the
total credit growth of banks in-
creased by just over 15 per cent,

while bank credit to NBFCs grew
by more than twice that rate.
The two main drivers of growth
for the securitisation market
continue to be the priority sec-
tor lending requirement and
the need to expand the retail
asset book. The robust growth
also shows that the regulatory
changes in December 2022 did
not have any material impact
on the overall volumes except
that securitisation volume by
fintech lenders were negatively
impacted in the second half of
the fiscal. With new originators
from universal banks—up 30 per
cent, small finance banks, NBFCs
and HFCs coming to the market,
driven by higher demand for re-
tail assets. DA transactions domi-
nated the market volume and
mortgage-backed securitisation
transactions comprised the lion's
share of it with 50 per cent. Asset-
backed securitisation and micro-
finance loans constituted around
31 per cent and 19 per cent of
the volumes, respectively. DA
transactions grew around 49 per
cent, while PTC volumes, mainly
driven by ABS pools, contributed
around 76 percent of the total PTC
issuances, with around Rs 42,500
crore coming from vehicle financ-
ing, followed by MFI loans con-
tributing around 13 per cent.

Unruly Passengers: DGCA Issues
Advisory To Airlines, Reiterates Norms
To Deal With Such Incidents

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI- Aviation regula-
tor DGCA on Monday issued an
advisory to airlines reiterating
the existing provisions in place
to deal with unruly passengers.

The advisory comes against
the backdrop of rising inci-
dents of unruly passengers on-
board flights and also on a day
when a male passenger was
deboarded by Air India from a
Delhi-London flight for caus-
ing physical harm to two cabin
crew members.

In an advisory, DGCA said there
are provisions under the Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR) for
action to be taken by the airline
to deal with unruly passengers.

Besides, it said the respon-
sibilities of pilots, cabin crew
members and the director of
inflight services are also men-
tioned in the CAR.

DGCA said that in the recent
past, it has noticed a few inci-
dents such as smoking in air-

Observer News Service

Tourism Deptt Kulgam Launches
Rural Tourism Planning At Village
Tangmarg Aharbal
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Sensex, Nifty Eke Out
Gains In Volatile Trade,
Rise For 6th Day

Press Trust Of India

craft, consumption of alcoholic
beverages resulting in unruly
behaviour, altercations be-
tween passengers and some-
times inappropriate touching
or sexual harassment by the
passengers onboard an air-
craft during the flight, wherein
"post holders, pilots and cabin
crew members have failed to
take appropriate actions".

"Such incidents have po-
tential of compromising the
safety of aircraft operations,”
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said.

The watchdog has advised
the heads of operations of all
airlines to sensitise their pilots,
cabin crew and post holders on
handling of unruly passengers

through appropriate means.

The measures can be "but
not limited to training pro-
gramme for ensuring effective
monitoring, maintenance of
good order and discipline on
board the aircraft so that safe-
ty of aircraft operations is not
jeopardised in any manner,"
the advisory said.

DGCA regulations provide
for classifying unruly passen-
ger behaviour into three levels
and such people can face flying
ban for varying periods.

Unruly behaviour such as
physical gestures, verbal ha-
rassment and unruly inebria-
tion are classified as Level 1
while physically abusive be-
haviour like pushing, kicking
or sexual harassment will be
classified as Level 2.

Life threatening behaviour
such as damage to aircraft
operating systems, physical
violence like choking and mur-
derous assault will be consid-
ered as Level 3.

KULGAM- The Tourism Department
Kulgam Monday launched a Rural
Tourism Planning Programme at the
village Tangmarg Aharbal.

Speaking on the occasion, Asstt Di-
rector Tourism Kulgam said that the
main focus of the programme is to
stimulate rural economy through rural
tourism, besides creation of the new
business and self employment oppor-
tunities especially through home stays.

The officer said that revitalization
of local art & craft, home stays and
best tourism village are other agendas
of the programme.

The convergence between tourism
and rural development through in-
volvement of panchayat will be key to
development of village tourism. The
panchayat tourism plans have been
framed early this year and now need
an action plan for execution.

The officers laid stress on cleanliness
and sanitation of tourism villages with
special focus on Aharbal villages. Clean
and green Kulgam will be important for
the long run of sustainable tourism .

Needless to mention that due to
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special focus on Aharbal through
summer and winter festival, tourism
in Kulgam has doubled.

The panchayats, tourism depart-
ment, Aharbal development authority
(ADA) and RDD are key contributors
to this success.

The programme was launched in
collaboration with RDD & PR Kulgam.
The Sarpanches, Panchs, youth club
members and many local people par-
ticipated in the programme. The offi-
cers/officials of Tourism, ADA and RDD
departments also remained present.
All the participants appreciated the
move to revitalize the rural tourism.

MUMBAI: Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty eked out
gains in volatile trade on Monday, extending the win-
ning streak to a sixth day even as investors preferred
to stay on the sidelines ahead of the start of quarterly
earnings.

The 30-share BSE Sensex ended marginally up by
13.54 points or 0.02 per cent to 59,846.51. During the
day, it climbed 276.14 points or 0.46 per cent to 60,109.11.

The broader NSE Nifty advanced 24.90 points or 0.14
per cent to finish at 17,624.05.

Among the Sensex firms, Tata Motors ended with over
5 per cent gains. Wipro, Power Grid, Larsen & Toubro,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tech Mahindra, NTPC, Titan, Tata
Consultancy Services and HCL Technologies were among
the other major winners.

Bajaj Finance, IndusInd Bank, Asian Paints, Hindustan
Unilever, Axis Bank, ICICI Bank, Reliance Industries and
HDFC Bank were among the laggards.

In Asian markets, Seoul and Japan ended in the green,
while Shanghai settled lower.

The US markets ended in positive territory on Thurs-
day. The stock markets in the US were closed on April 7
for Good Friday.

"The positive quarterly business updates from auto
and real estate firms caused strong movements in their
respective sectors, but the overall mood was slightly
dampened by solid US job data, which raised fears of
further rate hikes by the Fed.
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Rahul Gandhi has ties with 'undesirable business', alleges
Ghulam Nabi Azad; BJP asks Rahul to clarify; Cong attacks Azad

AGENCEIS

New Delhi: Former Congress
veteran Ghulam Nabi Azad's al-
legation that Rahul Gandhi has
ties with "undesirable business-
men" triggered a political row
on Monday with the BJP asking
Gandhi to clarify the "serious
charge" made against him.

The Congress hit back at Azad
alleging that with every pass-
ing day he "falls to new depths”
to demonstrate his loyalty to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Azad's contemptible statements
on the Congress' leadership re-
flect his desperation to remain
relevant, the Congress said.

In an interview with the
Malayalam  News  channel
Asianet News on Sunday, Azad,
referring to the Gandhi family,
said,"the entire family has as-
sociations with businessmen,
including him (Rahul). I can
give you 10 examples of where
he would go, even outside the
country, to meet people who are
undesirable businessmen."

Seeking an explanation from
Rahul Gandhi over the allega-
tion, senior BJP leader and for-
mer Union minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said,"Ghulam Nabi Azad

has made a serious allegation that
whenever Rahul Gandhi goes on
a foreign tour, he meets many
‘unwanted businessmen."

"Who are these 'unwanted
traders' and what are their in-
terests? Is Rahul Gandhi trying
to weaken India at the behest
of anti-India businessmen and
working against Modi ji (PM
Narendra Modi)?," he said at a
press conference in Patna.

Prasad also wondered why
Gandhi is maintaining a "stoic
silence” over the alleged in-
volvement of Congress leaders
in "a number of scams".

"Revelations made by Azad
are serious in nature.. Rahul
Gandhi needs to clarify,” the se-
nior BJP leader said.

Azad's charge on Sunday
came a day after Rahul Gandhi
had taken a swipe at some lead-
ers who have quit the Congress
in recent years and some of
whom have joined the BJP,
while keeping up his offensive
against the government over the
Adani issue.

Hitting back at Azad, Congress
general secretary Jairam Ramesh
said, "With every passing day,
Ghulam Nabi Azad falls to new
depths to demonstrate his true

character and his loyalty to Mr
(Narendra) Modi."

"His contemptible statements
on the Congress leadership re-
flect his desperation to remain
relevant. I can only say that he
is pathetic,” Ramesh said in a
tweet.

In a sharp counter-response
to Ramesh, BJP general secretary
(Organisation) BL Santhosh said,
"with every passing day you are
becoming a bigger trumpeter
for "Emperor without clothes.”

Coinciding with the launch
of his autobiography, Azad has
been giving a series of inter-
views, slamming the Congress
leadership and the party and
said one has to be "spineless" to
remain in the Congress party.

He also made some dispar-
aging remarks against Rahul
Gandhi as he squarely blamed
him for his ouster from the
party.

Congress leaders from Jammu
and Kashmir also hit out at Azad
on Monday, saying his criticism
is a manifestation of "treachery
and highest form of ungrate-
fulness" towards the Nehru-
Gandhi family on his part.

"Former Congress LOP in
Rajya Sabha should also have

counted out of turn' promo-
tions, favours and positions both
(official and organisational) he
enjoyed during his four decades
in power due to Nehru-Gandhi
family's blessings and trust re-
posed in him," Ghulam Ahmad
Mir, Saifuddin Soz and Tariq
Hameed Karra said in a joint
statement.

Hailing from a remote area
of the Doda district, Azad was
recommended by late Mufti
Mohd Sayeed to Madam Indira
Gandhi, who made him a youth
leader without any political
background or fan following,
they said.

"Then he (Azad) was reward-
ed with a party ticket to contest
the Lok Sabha elections from
Maharashtra where Madam
Gandbhi herself campaigned and
ensured his victory by a thump-
ing majority, with the result he
made his entry in Lok Sabha for
the first time.

"Since then, the Nehru-
Gandhi family, whom Azad is
now targeting, made a sea of op-
portunities available for him. He
was elected to the Rajya Sabha
many times, subsequently made
the Union minister a number of
times without facing elections,

which he should also count
while speaking against the
Gandhi family," the statement
stated.

Azad, who floated the
Democratic Progressive
Azad Party after quitting the
Congress, had recently said that
Rahul Gandhi was the primary
reason why he and many others
had left the party and claimed it
was not in the hands of Congress
Parliamentary Party chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi or even party
president Mallikarjun Kharge to
ensure his return to the party
fold even if they wanted.

The Congress leaders said
Azad was defaming the party
to create confusion among the
masses in view of the Gandhi
scion's constructive role and the
appreciation he was receiving
for "fighting the battle against
crony capitalism and organised
loot of the nation's wealth on
the part of the Narendra Modi
government".

Meanwhile, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra also came out in sup-
port of her brother saying she is
proud of her brother who faces
injustice with dignity and won't
back down from the truth no
matter how many desert him.

Preventive Detention Laws
Colonial Legacy, Must Be Used
Only In Rarest Of Rare Cases: SC

New Delhi: Preventive deten-
tion laws in India are a colonial
legacy with a great potential to
be abused and must be used only
in the rarest of rare cases, the
Supreme Court said on Monday.

The top court said courts
must analyse cases arising from
such laws with extreme caution
to ensure there are checks and
balances on exercise of power
of the government.

A bench of Justices Krishna
Murariand VRamasubramanian
made the observations while
setting aside a detention order
for a man accused in a gold
smuggling case.

"Preventive detention laws
in India are a colonial legacy,
and have a great potential to be
abused and misused. Laws that
have the ability to confer arbitrary
powers to the state, must in all
circumstances, be very critically
examined, and must be used only
in the rarest of rare cases.

"In cases of preventive deten-
tion, where the detenue is held in
arrest not for a crime he has com-
mitted, but for a potential crime
he may commit, the Courts must
always give every benefit of the
doubt in favour of the detenue,
and even the slightest of errors

in procedural compliances must
result in favour of the detenue,”
the bench said.

The apex court said every pro-
cedural rigidity must be followed
in entirety by the government
in cases of preventive detention,
and every lapse in procedure
must give rise to a benefit to the
case of the detenue.

"The Courts, in circumstanc-
es of preventive detention, are
conferred with the duty that
has been given the utmost im-
portance by the Constitution,
which is the protection of indi-
vidual and civil liberties.

"This act of protecting civil
liberties is not just the saving
of rights of individuals in per-
son and the society at large, but
is also an act of preserving our
Constitutional ethos, which is a
product of a series of struggles
against the arbitrary power of
the British state,” the bench said.

The top court's judgement
came on an appeal filed by
Pramod Singla challenging an
order of the Delhi High Court
which had rejected his plea
to quash the detention order
against him on the grounds
of delay in considering his
representation.
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J&K To Have American

Gadkari told reporters here.

The minister was in the union territory to at-
tend the second meeting of the Parliamentary
Consultative Committee on Road Transport
and Highways.

Gadkari said when the BJP government was
formed at the Centre in 2014, we prepared a
roadmap for road infrastructure in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Since then we have undertaken projects
worth Rs 1.25 lakh crore in Jammu and Kashmir
Once these projects are complete, the tourist
footfall to Jammu and Kashmir will increase by
four times. People go to Switzerland, our J&K is
more beautiful,” Gadkari said.

The minister said Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration has identified 13 acres of land for
creating roadside facilities for tourists.

“The tourism increase will lead to job cre-
ation for locals. In the coming few years, we
will take the road network of Jammu and
Kashmir to American standards,” he added.

In an announcement focusing on pilgrim
tourism, Gadkari announced plans for con-
struction of a tunnel between Sheshnag and
Panjtarni on the Amarnath yatra route which,
he claimed, will reduce the yatra time from the
current three days to just nine hours.

“A 110 kilometre road from Khanabal to
Panjtarni will be constructed for the ease of
Amarnath yatris at a cost of Rs 5,300 crore.
The DPR for 73 km stretch from Khanabal to
Chandanwari will be done in July 2023.

“The DPR fora 37 km stretch from Chandanwari
to Baltal via Panjtarni at a cost of Rs 3,500 will be
done in October this year. A 10.8 kilometre-long
tunnel will be constructed between Sheshnag
and Panjtarni,” the minister said.

According to the minister, the Srinagar Ring
Road (from Galander in Pulwama district to
Ganderbal district), which is being constructed
at a cost of Rs 4,660 crore, will ease the traffic
congestion and pollution in the city.

Further, the minister made the announce-
ment of construction of a tunnel at Pir Ki Gali
on Mughal Road, connecting Poonch in Jammu
region to Shopian in the Valley.

“The Rs 6,000 crore project includes a Rs 5,000
crore tunnel at Pir ki Gali, which comprises the
construction of an all weather road,” he said.

He gave details of the ongoing road projects
in the union territory, saying it will reduce the
travel time on most routes.

“Tunneling on the Jammu-Srinagar corridor
has reduced the distance by nearly 20 per cent.
The travel time has already been reduced to 5.5
hours (between Jammu and Srinagar). It can be
reduced further by two hours once the ongoing
works on the remaining five tunnels are com-
plete,” he added. With inputs from PTI

‘Zojila Tunnel

of central Kashmir, to Minimarg, in Drass
town of Kargil district of Ladakh, is 13 km long
with an approach road of 18 km.

Gadkari said the estimated cost of the proj-
ect was Rs 12,000 crore, but, after discussions
with experts and international consultants for
a year, its cost was brought down by Rs 5,000
crore.

“This is the first time in the history of our
country that we have a saving of Rs 5,000 crore
as far as the estimated cost is concerned. This
is a very difficult task, the people are working
here in minus 26 degrees,” he said.

This is to be a state-of-art-project and with the
cooperation of ]-K LG Manoj Sinha and his admin-
istration, it will be very helpful for us, he said.

Laying out a roadmap for connecting several
cities across the country, Gadkari said the Zojila
tunnel is one of the important things of “our
dream to connect Kashmir to Kanyakumari”.
This will be connectivity between north to
south, he added.

He also applauded engineers and contrac-
tors, saying it is very difficult to work here.

The union minister said about 38 per cent of
the work has been completed, and a part of the
project will be inaugurated this year for pro-
viding relief to the people.

“With the permission of the prime minister,
the LG, we want to try to inaugurate a part of
the project because that will give relief to the
people,” he said.

According to Harpal Singh, Project Head
of Megha Engineering and Infrastructure
Ltd, which is constructing the project, the to-
tal length of the project from Sonamarg to
Minimarg is 31 km. From Sonamarg to Baltal, it
is 18 km, and then the main tunnel from Baltal
to Minimarg is 13 km long. The work is going
on at a rapid pace on both projects.

Gadkari said the project once completed
would develop tourism in the area.

“The tourism in Kashmir will be increased
3-4 times and tourism is a sector which creates
maximum employment avenues,” he said.

“I have requested LG and JK government to
plan resorts, and adventure sports, and just
like Switzerland, we can develop a lot of things
here, he said.

People are already coming here, Baba
Amarnath road is here, so we can increase the
tourism potential here, which will create more
employment potential for the people of J-K. It
will eradicate the poverty in Ladakh and J-K,
the minister added.

He said former prime minister AB Vajpayee
at the time of the Kargil war, visualised that we
should have a good road between Ladakh and
Srinagar.

“This is under the leadership of prime min-
ister Narendra Modi that we have started this
and we are hopeful that we will get this tunnel
(completed) as early as possible,” he said.

Asked about its significance in terms of

defence forces on the Indo-China border,
Gadkari said while he would not like to com-
ment on the defence point of view, the project
is very important because the previous war the
country fought was Kargil, for which the tunnel
will provide all-weather connectivity.

“So, this is the area we are going to develop
and there will be no migration of the people
and the most important thing is this will be
the world attraction just like Switzerland and
people from India and abroad will come here
for tourism and it is going to increase the em-
ployment potential in this area which will be a
great thing,” he added.

To a question on developing airstrips near
the country’s borders, the minister said the
government is working on 29 road-cum-air-
strip projects, out of which nine have been
completed.

“Somewhere, we need permission from
the airforce, it is in the process. At the time of
emergency, we can use those,” he said.

Asked once the breakthrough of the tunnel is
achieved, would the army be allowed to travel
on the rough tunnel if need be, Gadkari said
whatever has to be done at the time of emer-
gency, it will be done at that time.

“In times of emergency and in the interest of
the country, a result is achieved with positivity.
There has not been a such need, and there is no
possibility of such need, but, if there arises a
need, then we will surely do what our defence
forces say,” the union minister said.

Later, the minister inspected the work prog-
ress on the Z-Morh tunnel, and announced it
will be inaugurated in October this year. “We
will inaugurate Z-Morh tunnel in October. This
will help the people a great deal and also help
increase tourism, and employment opportuni-
ties,” Gadkari said.

During the event, JK LG Manoj Sinha request-
ed the union minister that local youth be given
more employment opportunities in the proj-
ect. The minister assured Sinha that the con-
tractor has been directed to provide maximum
employment opportunities to the local youth.

Sharp Decline

sharp decline in the proportion of RTIs trans-
ferred by PIOs in 2021-22 as compared to 2020-
21. In 2021-22, 4.73% RTI applications were
transferred in J&K while it was 38.74% in 2020-
21, the CHRI said. It is pertinent to mention that
Central Right to Information Act-2005 became
applicable in Jammu & Kashmir UT after the
Centre effected constitutional changes in 2019.

Before these changes, Jammu & Kashmir had
its own RTI law—(KNO)

J&K Reports

24 hours—all from Jammu division. There are
now 426 active cases— 158 in Jammu and 268
in Kashmir.

SC Gives J&K

held consultative meetings with all state
governments, UTs and other stake holders on
the issue of identification of minorities at the
state level and 14 states had furnished their
views so far.

During the earlier hearing, Upadhyay had
told the bench that he has challenged the valid-
ity of section 2(f) of the National Commission
for Minority Education Institution Act, 2004.

Terming section 2(f) of the Act, which em-
powers the Centre to identify and notify mi-
nority communities in India, as “manifestly
arbitrary, irrational, and offending”, his plea
has alleged that it gives unbridled power to the
Centre.

“Can minority status be decided district-
wise? How can that be done,” the bench had
earlier observed during the hearing.

On May 10 last year, the apex court had ex-
pressed displeasure over the Centre’s shifting
stand on the issue of identification of minori-
ties, including Hindus, at the state level and
directed it to hold consultations with the states
within three months.

In supersession of its earlier stand, the
Centre had told the apex court that power to
notify minorities is vested with the Union gov-
ernment and any decision with regard to the
issue will be taken after discussion with states
and other stakeholders.

litija Demands

the Jammu and Kashmir High Court in February
for the issuance of a passport to study abroad
after her application for travel document was
not cleared. In her fresh communication to the
regional passport office, Iltjja said no reason has
been furnished to her for making such an order.

“The action is hit by Section 5 (3) and Section
7 (b) of the Passport Act. As no reasons have
been furnished, the order of endorsement and
time period is illegal, offending the mandate of
passport act & also violates my fundamental
right to travel abroad.

“You are accordingly requested to withdraw
the endorsement and also immediately issue a
passport for the regular duration of ten years.
Your failure to do so will be a gross negligence
of your constitutional duty & a brazen violation
of my fundamental right,” she said.

17 Graft Cases

officials, including Tehsildars, Naib Tehsildars
and Patwaris.

Of these, 88 FIRs have been lodged in the
Valley, 40 in the Jammu division at the ACB’s
Police Station. The official figures further reveal
that around 64 officers were caught red hand-
ed in Valley while 99 including a lady corpora-
tor in Jammu fell in ACB net.

The data clearly shows that Kashmir has sur-
passed the Jammu region as far as corruption

cases registered by the anti-graft body are
concerned.

ACB Police Station in Srinagar (central
Kashmir) which covers Srinagar, Budgam and
Ganderbal districts has registered 40 corrup-
tion cases, followed by 29 in Baramulla (north
Kashmir) which includes Baramulla, Bandipora
and Kupwara. Anantnag (south Kashmir) has
reported 13 cases.

The data further reveals that 33 cases of cor-
ruption have been reported from the Jammu
division. Among these, 16 have been registered
by ACB Jammu including Samba and Kathua)
followed by 11 by ACB Doda (Doda, Ramban
and Kishtwar), and 4 by Udhampur (Udhampur
and Reasi), and 2 in Rajouri (Poonch, Rajouri).

Earlier, the Lieutenant Governor, Manoj said
that the UT Government is taking comprehen-
sive measures for ensuring transparent, ac-
countable, and responsive governance.

The government has launched Mobile
Application ‘Satark Nagrik’ and Departmental
Vigilance Officers Portal of J&K Anti Corruption
Bureau with an aim to facilitate seamless flow
of information about corruption and enable
citizens to submit their grievances with ease
and mobility.

Pertinently, the UT administration has made it
mandatory for all government employees to have
vigilance clearance for obtaining a passport.

An employee seeking a passport will have to
secure a no-objection certificate (NOC) from
the concerned department on the basis of a
vigilance report.

RPF Officer Injured

Express train around 2.10 pm, they said.

The rifle went off when Harbajan was han-
dling the weapon while taking charge from the
previous sentry, they said, adding that a case
has been registered into the incident.

2 Traffic Cops

wherein a traffic police personnel deployed
at Ramban Bazar to Trishol Morh is allegedly
seen indulging in an “unprofessional conduct”
by accepting money from a driver, they said.

Taking a serious view of the incident, the two
policemen were placed under suspension with
immediate effect, police said, adding a depart-
mental inquiry has been initiated against them.

3 ARTO Employees

connivance with various touts they were in-
dulging in corrupt practices.

The arrested employees were identified as
Aijaz Ahmed Mir, Farooq Ahmed Wagay and
Mohammad Ashraf Dar.

Besides the arrest of three employees, docu-
ments were also seized.

The trio has been sent to custody and are
scheduled to produce before the court of Anti
Corruption tomorrow for remand, said an ACB
official —(KNO)

Despite being geographically distant from Kashmir how
Kashmiris in West maintain cultural, social, and emotional
linkages with their homeland. Tune-in to latest KO podcast
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Dravid & Coaching Staff To Chalk Out WTC Blueprint
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about regular breakdown of play-
ers, who are coming back after ex-
tensive rehabilitation. Case in point
will be Iyer (red ball) and Deepak
Chahar (white ball).

getting rest a day before the game as
one day before that, there is travel-
ling. "The heavy travelling part ac-
tually can cause more injuries and
hence they won't be able to bowl in
training," the former coach said.

Skipper Rohit Sharma had said
after the Australia series that all
first team bowlers would be given
red Dukes ball and if anyone wants,
they can train with it.

NEW DELHI: The top Indian stars
might be busy with the IPL but
head coach Rahul Dravid and his
team will assemble at the National
Cricket Academy on Tuesday to
start preparations for the World
Test Championship final in June. In-
dia will meet Australia at the Oval
from June 7-11 for their second
consecutive appearance in a World
Test Championship final.

With injuries to key first team
players like pace spearhead Jas-
prit Bumrah, middle-order batter
Shreyas Iyer and the main overseas
match-winner Rishabh Pant, there
are a lot of issues that needs to be
addressed ahead of the big final.
The workload management aspect
also needs to be looked at keeping
the ODI World Cup in mind.

"Dravid along with batting coach
Vikram Rathour, bowling coach Pa-
ras Mhambrey, fielding coach T Dilip
and the other support staff will be
meeting the NCA team headed by
VVS Laxman to discuss various is-
sues related to senior team," a BCCI
source, privy to development told
PTI on conditions of anonymity.

Laxman, as the head of NCA, is not

PROS AND CONS OF WORKLOAD
MANAGEMENT

Most of the IPL franchises have
confirmed to PTI that there has
been no written communication
from the BCCI to them on workload
management of fast bowlers during
the event.

The five pacers, who are cer-
tain to make the main WTC squad
list, if fully fit, are Mohammed
Shami (GT), Umesh Yadav (KKR),
Mohammed Siraj (RCB), Shardul
Thakur (KKR) and Jaydev Unad-
kat (LSG).

A noted coach, who has been a
key support staff member of the In-
dian cricket team, accepted that it
is a problem.

"If June 7 is the start of WTC fi-
nal, currently all the Indian pacers
need to bowl at least 200 deliveries
(33 overs approximately) per week
(7 days). That's how you build the
miles (in simple words stamina) in
your legs," he said, "But in IPL, the
main star bowlers would hardly

LACK OF GOOD QUALITY PRACTICE
GAME

With English county season on
and WTC being an ICC event, even
if IPL team members, who don't
qualify for play-offs, leave early for
UK, they can only play intra-squad
matches amongst themselves.

Even if BCCI requests ECB to put
up a scratch squad, it will be mostly
rookies or players from minor coun-
ty as the main sides will not release
any player for a warm-up game.

How to get quality net training
and also match practice ahead of
the game will be a concern for
BCCL

Also the kind of net bowlers that
will be picked alongside bowl-
ers in main squad. Navdeep Saini,
Avesh Khan, Shivam Mavi, Kamlesh

jured players under the aegis of Sports
Science and Medicine team but at the
same time is responsible for tracking

Players (aged between 19 and 23).
It is expected that both Dravid
and Laxman along with their re-

the plans with regards to prepara-
tion for the final.
It is there to be seen whether

only overseeing the rehabilitation
module of centrally contracted in-

the progress of Targeted' players (In-
dia, India A) as well as the Emerging

spective teams would extensively
discuss workload management and

Head of Sports Science Nitin Patel
encounters any tough questions

come for each and every training
session. You will mostly see them

Nagarkoti are some of the bowlers
expected to travel with team.

Domestic Cricket: Ranji
Trophy From Jan 5, 2024

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Indian cricket's
2023-24 domestic season will
kick-start with the Duleep Tro-
phy tournament starting on June
28 while the flagship Ranji Tro-
phy set to commence from Janu-
ary 5, next year.

The Duleep Trophy, which
will be played among six zonal
teams, will be followed by De-
odhar Trophy (List A) (July 24
to August 3), Irani Cup (October
1-5), Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
men's T20 national champion-
ships (October 16-November 6)
and Vijay Hazare Trophy (No-
vember 23-December 15).

Ranji Trophy will be last tour-
nament of the men's senior
calendar with the elite group
league matches to be played
from January 5 to February 19,
while the knock-out round will
be from February 23 to March
14. The duration of the tourney
is for 70 days.

The league matches of the
plate group will be held between
January 5 and February 5 while
the knock-out round will be
played from February 9-22.

Each of the four elite groups
will be made up of eight teams
while the lone plate group will
have six teams. The two top
teams from each group will
qualify for the quarterfinals.

In the plate group, the top four
teams out of the six will qualify
for the semifinals.

The two plate group finalists
will be promoted to the elite
group next season (2024-25).
The two bottom teams from all
elite groups combined based
on points/bonus points/wins/
quotient will be relegated to the
plate group in 2024-25 season.

SENIOR WOMEN'S MEET STARTS
OCTOBER 19

The senior women's season
will begin with the national T20
championships to be played be-
tween October 19 to November
9, followed by Inter-Zonal T20
Trophy from November 24 to
December 4.

This will be followed by senior
women's one-day trophy to be
played between January 4-26.

The senior women's T20 Tro-
phy and one-day trophy will
have five groups -- two with
eight teams and three with
seven teams. The two top teams
from each of the five groups will
qualify for the knock-outs.

After the group matches, the
teams will be ranked 1-10 based
on their points/wins/NRR. The
teams ranked 1-6 will directly
qualify for the quarterfinals while
the four teams ranked 7-10 will
play a pre-quarterfinal round to
decided the remaining two slots.
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Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Joint Director (Kash-
mir) Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports (YSS) Waseem
Raja (JKAS) visited the assigned
Panchayat of Khanmoh C in the
outskirts of Srinagar district
on Monday. The visit was in
connection with Special Gram
Sabha Meeting under Special
Gram Sabha for preparation and
approval of Gram Panchayat De-
velopment Plan for the financial
year 2023-24.

PRIS and representatives of
the area highlighted various is-
sues pertaining to the develop-
ment of the area. Prabhari of-

YSS its amnoh
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ficer, Waseem Raja stated that
the Government is committed to
address the problems of the peo-
ple at their doorsteps. He took a
review of the various projects
being initiated under different
government schemes.

“The Department of YSS
would ensure that the youth of
the area get the best possible op-
portunities of play. Developing
modern sports infrastructure in
the area would be prioritized.
Engaging youth in sports activi-
ties would help the area in get-
ting maximum from the ener-
gies of the young blood. It would
help as an anti-drug addiction
tool,” he added.

IPL2023: DC, Ml
Look For First Win

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Both Delhi Capi-
tals and Mumbai Indians will
be expecting a lot more from
their local talent as they search
for their maiden victory in the
Indian Premier League in New
Delhi on Tuesday.

It is extremely difficult to
gain consistency in the highly
competitive league if the In-
dian players are not delivering
and that is what is plaguing
both sides.

Delhi have been forced to go
back to the drawing board after
three losses in as many games
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while perennial slow starters
Mumbai have also lost two in
two. Both have their work cut
out in all the departments.
Delhi's top-order was 'Boult-
ed' in the last game, raising
questions about Prithvi Shaw's
ability against fast bowling.
He has been dismissed in dif-
ferent fashion -- pace, bounce
and swing, in his three innings
and there doesn't seem to be a
quick fix to his technical issues.
With wickets falling at the
other end, skipper David War-
ner has got the runs but it has
come at a strike rate of 117. He is
expected to do better than that.
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Getting the opportunity in
the absence of Mitchell Marsh,
who got married on Sunday,
Manish Pandey lasted only one
ball and the veteran batter will
be keen to make an impact at
Kotla.

Delhi's pacers, including An-
rich Nortje, Mukesh Kumar and
Khaleel Ahmed, have been tak-
en to the cleaners and the team
must address that issue against
Mumbai.

The star-studded Mumbai
Indians too have a lot to figure
out, starting with their explo-
sive top-order which has flat-
tered to deceive so far.

Perks Of BCCI's Honorary Job: First
Class Travel, Suite Room & USD 1000 Per
Day On Foreign Trips

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: An office bearer
of the all-powerful BCCI will
now be paid a daily allowance
of USD 1000 on foreign tours
and will fly first-class.

The increase in allowances
doled out to the BCCI office
bearers was tabled in the Apex
Council meeting on Sunday but
came into effect last October.
The per diem (daily allowance)
has been revised after more
than seven years. Earlier, the
officer bearers of the world's
richest board used to get USD
750 per day on overseas tours.

The office bearers, includ-
ing the president, vice-presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer and
joint-secretary, will be also be
entitled to Rs 40,000 per day
for meetings within India and
business class travel, according
to the BCCI document accessed
by PTI. For 'work travel’, they
will be paid Rs 30,000 a day.
They can also book for a suite
room both on domestic and
overseas trips. The allowances
of IPL chairman has also been
bracketed in the office-bearers’
category.

Members of the BCCI Apex
Council, including two rep-
resentatives from the Indian

Cricketers' Association, will
get Rs 40,000 per day for their
quarterly meetings and USD
500 on overseas tours. Howev-
er, it is usually the office bearers
who travel overseas for work.

The board has also revised
the allowances for the mem-
bers of its state units who will
now get Rs 30,000 per day dur-
ing domestic travel and USD
400 on foreign travel.

The three members of the

Cricket Advisory Committee,
which picks the head coach of
both men and women national
teams, will be paid Rs 3.5 lakh
each for meetings. Foreign
travel is unlikely in their case
but each of them is entitled to
an amount of USD 400 per day
for this.

It is to be noted that a BCCI
office bearer's post is an hon-
orary one. Its well-paid em-
ployees like the CEO will get a
daily allowance of USD 650 on
foreign tours and Rs 15,000 per
day within India.

Here’s How Champions
League Quarter Finals
Are Shaping Up

Agencies

MILAN: A host of Champion
League matches are on the ho-
rizon. Apart from Inter and AC
Milan, here’s a look at the six
out of eight quarterfinalists:

REAL MADRID

Facing Chelsea for a third
straight year in the knockout
stage, Madrid will host the
English side following
a tough loss at home to
Villarreal in the Spanish
league.

That result virtually
ended its title hopes and
left it in danger of losing
second place to Atletico
Madrid.

Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti said the team
was not 100% motivated
but promised that “it will
be a different story- on
Wednesday against Chel-
sea.

He rotated some play-
ers following the team's 4-0
rout over Barcelona in the Copa
del Rey last week.

Madrid advanced past Chel-
sea in the quarterfinals last sea-
son, and lost in the semifinals
the previous year.

MANCHESTER CITY

With eight wins in a row in all
competitions, Manchester City's
form looks ominous.

While the Premier League
champions remain second to
Arsenal in the race for the title,
they are still in contention to
win a treble of trophies this sea-
son.

Erling Haaland is flying with
44 goals and might be the dif-
ference in City's long search for
the Champions League title.

Pep Guardiola is still to win
the competition since lifting it
for a second time with former
club Barcelona in 2011.

The closest he came to win-
ning it again was in 2021 when
losing in the final to a Chelsea
team managed by new Bayern
Munich coach Thomas Tuchel.

NAPOLI

Unlike the other two Italian
clubs, Napoli has never been in
the Champions League quarter-
finals.

But Napoli is set to end its
own wait for a league title.

Napoli is 16 points ahead of
second-place Lazio and nearly
assured of winning its first Serie
A title since Diego Maradona led
the club to its only two Italian
league championships in 1987
and 1990.

However, it recently suffered
its heaviest defeat of the season
-- to the team it will meet in
the quarterfinals -- when it was
routed 4-0 by Milan.

That was only the second
time in 14 matches that Napoli
coach Luciano Spalletti had lost
to Milan counterpart Stefano
Pioli.

BAYERN MUNICH
Did Bayern make the right
call firing coach Julian Nagels-

mann and replacing him with
Thomas Tuchel? Tuesday's
game at Manchester City could
provide an answer.

Tuchel's tenure started with
an impressive 4-2 win over title
rival Borussia Dortmund de-
spite having only a few days to
prepare.

That game, though, was ar-
guably more about Dortmund
imploding after a goalkeeping
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blunder than a great Bayern vic-
tory.

Two games against Freiburg
have increased the scrutiny on
Tuchel.

In both the 2-1 German
Cup loss on Tuesday and 1-0
Bundesliga win on Saturday,
Bayern lacked a cutting edge in
attack.

City and former Bayern coach
Pep Guardiola offer a very dif-
ferent challenge, but if Bayern
doesn't play to its best, unflat-
tering comparisons will be made
with Nagelsmann's assured win
over Paris Saint-Germain in the
last 16 just weeks ago.

CHELSEA

Frank Lampard is back at
Chelsea and has the chance to
further enhance his legendary
status among the club's fans by
leading it to the unlikeliest of
triumphs in European soccer's
elite competition.

Chelsea's all-time leading
goal-scorer and former manager
has been hired on a short-term
basis until the end of the season
after Graham Potter was fired
this month.

But he didn't get off to a good
start -- losing 1-0 to relegation-
fighting Wolverhampton in his
first game in charge.

With Real Madrid in the quar-
terfinals, Lampard faces argu-
ably the most difficult of tasks
to advance to the semis.

BENFICA
One of the surprises of the
Champions League, Benfica's

nearly perfect season took a
hit on Friday with a home loss
to rival Porto in the Portuguese
league.

It was only the team's second
loss, following defeat at Braga
17 matches ago.

It had won 13 of its last 15
matches in all competitions
since then.

Benfica will enter the first
leg at home to Inter on Tuesday
without right-back Alexander
Bah, who was injured in the
game against Porto.
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