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Sha'ban Moon 
Sighted, Shab-e- 
Baraat On March 7
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The crescent of 
Sha'ban-ul- Muazzam has 
been sighted and the Shab-
e-Baraat will fall on March 7.

Grand Mufti of Kashmir, 
Mufti Nasir-ul-Islam an-
nounced that his office has 
received several credible wit-
nesses’ from across Jammu 
and Kashmir regarding the 
sighting of the moon.

“There are several cred-
ible witnesses’ on record with 
this office, owing to which 
the announcement for the 
observance of Wednesday 
(February 22, 2023) as first day 
of Sha'ban-ul-Muazzam 1444 
A.H is hereby being made”, 
Islam said. More on P6

Narco-Terror Case
SIA Conducts 
Multiple Raids
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The State 
Investigation Agency (SIA) on 
Tuesday carried out raids at 
several places in Kashmir as 
part of a probe into a narco-ter-
rorism case, officials said here.

The raids were carried 
out by sleuths of the SIA 
early morning in Anantnag, 
Baramulla, Budgam and 
Pulwama districts, they said.

The raids were part of in-
vestigations into the narco ter-
ror funding case, they said. On 
Monday, the Special Investigation 
Unit (SIU) conducted raids on two 
houses in Tral area of Pulwama 
district. More on P6

Tracks Being Laid On World's 
Highest Railway Bridge In Reasi

Dry Weather In J&K Till Feb End

Doda Land Subsidence

NGT Forms Panel To 
Suggest Remedial Measures

Hizb Commander From 
Kashmir Shot Dead In Pak

Govt To Impose Property Tax In J&K From April 1
Property Tax Capped At 5% For Residential, 6% For Non-Residential

NC Seeks 
Immediate Rollback 
Of Notification

The Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference 
on Tuesday decried the 

notification regarding the 
imposition of property tax in 
Jammu and Kashmir, saying 
the notification “smacks of 
arbitrariness”.
Responding to the notification, 
party’s State Spokesperson Imran 
Nabi Dar said, "The people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have been 
at the receiving end economically 
since 2019 due to the losses 
suffered by Aug 05 2019 lockdown 
and then the successive Covid lock 
downs. Imposition of the property 
tax will further push the people to 
the wall. Such decisions will make 
the situation even worse.”
Questioning the haste in which 
such decisions are taken in 
absence of a More on P6

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: In a move that will have 
far reaching consequences, the 
Union Territory administration on 
Tuesday announced imposition of 
property tax in Jammu and Kashmir 
from April 1, this year.

An official order issued today read 
that in exercise of the powers con-
ferred by Section 71A of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Municipal Act, 2000, 
the government has framed rules 
for levy, assessment and collection 
of property tax in the Municipalities 
and Municipal Councils of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

These rules have been called 
Jammu and Kashmir Property Tax 
(Other Municipalities) Rules, 2023. 
The Property Tax on Residential 
Property will be 5% of Taxable 
Annual Value (TAV), while the 
Property Tax on non-Residential 
Property will be 6 % of Taxable 
Annual Value (TAV).

The order has, however, ex-
empted all the properties owned 
by Central and UT Government 
from payment of property tax. Only 

service charge at the rate 3% of the 
taxable annual value has to be paid 
to the Municipality in respect of 
such properties.

Similarly, all the proper-
ties of the Municipality and all 

places of worship, including tem-
ples, mosques, gurdwaras, church-
es, shrines, etc and cremation and 
burial grounds have been exempted 
from payment of property tax.

The government has also 

exempted vacant lands, not appur-
tenant to a structure/building from 
property tax if there's a Master Plan 
in force in the area, under which any 
construction/development on such 
vacant land is disallowed or if they 

have been put to agricultural use as 
per 6-monthly cropping surveys of 
the Revenue department.

The order was issued by H. Rajesh 
Prasad, Principal Secretary to the 
Government Housing and Urban 
Development Department.

It will be for the first time that 
such a proposal will be framed 
where the residents have to pay 
property tax on residential and 
commercial establishments.

Pertinently, the J&K was the only 
state in the country which was ex-
empted from property tax. However, 
post abrogation of Article 370, the 
central laws were extended to the 
newly created UT and all the laws 
became applicable automatically.

It may be noted that in October 
2020, the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) empowered the J&K admin-
istration to impose property taxes 
through the municipal corporations, 
municipal councils and municipal 
committees in the Union Territory. 
However the move was strongly op-
posed by the regional political parties 
prompting the government to keep 
the proposal on hold. More on P6

Ladakh Sets Guinness World Record For 
Highest Frozen Lake Half-Marathon
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Union Territory of 
Ladakh has created history by suc-
cessfully conducting its maiden 
21-km trail running event in sub-
zero temperature at 13,862 feet 
high Pangong Tso, which was reg-
istered in Guinness world record 
as the world’s highest frozen lake 
half marathon.

Spread across the border of 
India and China, the 700-square 
kilometer Pangong Lake records 
a temperature of minus 30 de-
grees Celsius during winter, 
making the salt water lake fro-
zen with ice.

The four-hour long marathon 
started from Lukung and ended 
at Maan village on Monday with 
no injury reported to any of the 
75 participants, Leh District 

Development Commissioner 
Shrikant Balasaheb Suse told 
PTI.

Named as the ‘Last Run’ 
to remind the people about 
the climate change and need 
to save the Himalayas, the 

marathon was organised by the 
Adventure Sports Foundation 
of Ladakh (ASFL) in collabora-
tion with Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Council, Leh, 
Tourism Department, Ladakh 
and Leh district administration.

“The first Pangong frozen lake 
half marathon is now officially 
registered in the Guinness book 
of world records,” Suse said.

He said besides spreading the 
message of ecological awareness 
among the stakeholders through 
sports, the marathon was also 
aimed at promoting sustainable 
winter tourism in border villag-
es of eastern Ladakh to gener-
ate livelihood opportunities for 
residents especially in winters 
which is part of ‘vibrant village 
programme’ announced by cen-
tral government.

The run was flagged off by 
Chief Executive Councillor, 
LAHDC (Leh) Tashi Gyalson. 
Five energy stations were set 
up along the route, consisting 
of energy drinks, medical teams 
and oxygen support, More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The National Green 
Tribunal has formed a panel to 
conduct a study and suggest re-
medial measures for prevent-
ing environmental damage in 
light of the incident of land 
subsidence in Doda District of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The tribunal was hearing 
a matter where it had taken 
cognisance of a media report 
on its own about the damage 
and displacement caused by 
"slipping of the earth".

According to the report, 
most houses in the area were 
damaged resulting in dis-
placement of the inhabitants.

A bench of Chairperson 
Justice A K Goel noted that a 
geological survey of the area 
was being conducted to as-
certain the reasons for the in-
cident. It said the issue was a 
"matter of concern" requiring 
"stringent preventive and re-
medial measures".

The bench, also comprising 
Expert Members A Senthil Vel 
and Afroz Ahmad noted the 
tribunal had earlier passed 
an order regarding the fragile 
areas in the Himalayan region 
and places including Shimla, 
Kasauli, Manali, McLeod Ganj 
in Himachal Pradesh and 
Aravali hills in Rajasthan.

By the order, the green panel 
had constituted a committee of 
representatives of the depart-
ments concerned and experts 
to suggest remedial measures.

"On the above pattern, we 
direct the constitution of a 
joint committee to be headed 
by Chief Secretary, Jammu and 
Kashmir," the tribunal said.

Other committee members 
would include the Central 
Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB), Wadia Institute of 
Himalayan Geology, Govind 
Ballabh Pant National Institute 
of Himalaya and Environment, 
National Institute of Hydrology 
(NIH), Professor More on P6

People Of J&K Being In Nat’l 
Mainstream Was Important: EAM
Observer News Service

New Delhi: Union External 
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar 
said on Tuesday that the pro-
cess of change started three 
years ago to ensure full benefits 
of the development and prog-
ress like the rest of the country, 
are now completely available 
to the people, especially to the 
youth of Jammu and Kashmir.

“In that sense, the people of 
J&K being in the national main-
stream was extremely impor-
tant. It was also by doing so, they 
would connect up with the rest 
of India and the International 
mainstream,” Jaishankar said, 
while inaugurating the first 
international education fair of 
J&K, at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan 
here on Tuesday.

“For me it is not just an edu-
cation event, it is a very integral 
part of ensuring that a very im-
portant region of India is con-
nected to what is happening in 

the world,” he added.
The Education Fair, a collabor-

ative effort of SKUAST-Kashmir 

and ICCR was inaugurated in 
presence of Union Minister 
for Education, Dharmendra 

Pradhan; Union MoS, PMO, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh; Lieutenant 
Governor, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Manoj Sinha and President 
ICCR, Vinay Sahasrabuddhe.

Jaishankar, who was Chief 
Guest at the event, comple-
mented the SKUSAT-Kashmir 
for the International Education 
Fair initiative. He also observed 
that Indian universities should 
focus on inviting more foreign 
students to their campuses.

“Today, India has projects 
done or under-delivery in 78 
countries of the world. So, if 
our relationships are so exten-
sive, investments are so deep 
& networking is so good, we 
need to see that translated into 
a greater flow of international 
students to India,” The External 
Affairs Minister said.

“In a globalised world, it's 
absolutely essential that young 
people of India are fully aware 
of what's happening in the 
world and there More on P6

The meteorological department on Tuesday 
predicted mainly dry weather in Jammu 
and Kashmir till the end of the month with a 

possibility of light rain and snow at scattered places 
in the Union Territory between February 26-27.
“Except for the possibility of light rain/ snow at 

scattered places during 26-27 Feb, weather is 
very likely to remain mainly dry till ending Feb,” a 
meteorological department official said Tuesday. 
He also ruled out any major snowfall till the end 
of this month. Meanwhile, the upper reaches of 
the Valley, including Gulmarg More on P6

4 Held For Human 
Trafficking In Jammu
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Police arrested four peo-
ple, including two women, who 
were involved in human traffick-
ing and rescued five minor girls 
here, officials said on Monday.

A police team received input 
about some minor girls stand-
ing near a bus stand. During 
questioning, the police found 
that the girls were being traf-
ficked, they said. The police 
teams tracked CCTV camera 
footage and 

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Bashir Ahmad 
Peer, a commander of Hizbul 
Mujahideen, was shot dead 
by unidentified assailants in 
Pakistan's Rawalpindi.

Peer, who hailed from Jammu 
and Kashmir's Kupwara district, 
had been living in Pakistan for 
more than 15 years, intelligence 
officials here said.

According to Pakistan media 
reports, Peer alias Imtiyaz Alam 

was shot from point blank range 
by the assailants on Monday 
outside a shop in Rawalpindi.

Peer, who was reportedly 
in charge of launching terror-
ists into Jammu and Kashmir 
through Line of Control, was des-
ignated a terrorist by the Centre 
on October 4 last year under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act for his role in terror activities.

According to the notification, 
Peer participated in a number 
of online More on P6

J&K IS WITNESSING A NEW DAWN OF DEVELOPMENT 
UNDER THE VISIONARY LEADERSHIP OF PRIME 
MINISTER. With the implementation of National 

Education Policy, we are internationalising our education 
sector. The Education Ministry will support, encourage and 
facilitate the globalisation of SKUAST-Kashmir.”

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The track laying work 
commenced on Tuesday on the 
Chenab railway bridge, located 
359 metres above the riverbed, 
in Reasi district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said.

The 1.3-kilometre-long 
bridge, which is 35 metres 
higher than the iconic Eiffel 
Tower in Paris, forms a crucial 
link in the 111-km stretch from 
Katra to Banihal, which is part of 
the Rs 21,653 crore Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Railway 
Link (USBRL) project.

"Another milestone in 

USBRL Project! Track lay-
ing work begins on Chenab 
Bridge. Once completed, this 
bridge will open up new possi-
bilities for the remote regions 
of Jammu and Kashmir," the 
Ministry of Railways tweeted.

The base of the steel and 
concrete arch bridge between 
Bakkal and Kauri, 42 kms from 
Reasi town, was completed in 
November 2017, allowing for 
the start of the construction 
of the main arch which was 
done in April 2021.

Another milestone on the 
bridge was achieved in August 
last year when More on P6

Banihal Highway 
Shuts Again, 2000 
Vehicles Stranded
Agencies

The 294-km-long 
Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway 

remained closed since last 
night due to landslides 
and shooting stones in 
Ramban district, leaving 
thousands of vehicles 
stranded on the highway, 
officials said on Tuesday.
An official said that the 
landslides and shooting 
stones incident between 
Ramban to Banihal has 
shut the highway since 
last night. “The major 
landslide and shooting 
stone activity took place 
at Shalgadi, near Banihal,” 
he said. He said the road 
clearance agencies have 
been pressed into the 
service to clear the debris 
but the More on P6
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New 3D-Printed Superalloy Could Cut 
Carbon Emissions In Power Plants: Study
Press Trust Of India

Researchers have shown 
that a new 3D-printed 
superalloy could help 
power plants generate 

more electricity while produc-
ing less carbon, according to a 
new study.

Scientists from Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories, US, created 
a superalloy, with an unusual 
composition that makes it 
stronger and lighter than state-
of-the-art materials currently 
used in gas turbine machinery, 
the study said.

A superalloy, or a high-per-
formance metal alloy, is an alloy 
with the ability to operate at a 
high fraction of its melting point.

As the world looks for ways 
to cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions, the findings could have 
broad impacts across the en-
ergy sector as well as the aero-
space and automotive indus-
tries, and hints at a new class 
of similar alloys waiting to be 
discovered, the study said.

The team published their 
findings in the journal Applied 
Materials Today.

"We're showing that this 
material can access previously 
unobtainable combinations of 
high strength, low weight and 
high-temperature resiliency," 
Sandia scientist Andrew Kus-
tas said.

"We think part of the rea-
son we achieved this is be-
cause of the additive manufac-
turing approach," said Kustas.

Additive manufactur-
ing, also called 3D printing, is 
known as a versatile and en-
ergy-efficient manufacturing 
method. A common printing 
technique uses a high-power 
laser to flash-melt a material, 
usually a plastic or a metal. 
The printer then deposits that 
material in layers, building an 
object as the molten material 
rapidly cools and solidifies.

But this new research dem-
onstrates how the technology 
also can be repurposed as a 
fast, efficient way to craft new 
materials.

Sandia team members used 
a 3D printer to quickly melt to-
gether powdered metals and 
then immediately print a sam-

ple of it.
Sandia's creation also rep-

resents a fundamental shift in 
alloy development because no 
single metal makes up more 
than half the material. By com-
parison, the scientists said, 
steel is about 98 per cent iron 
combined with carbon, among 
other elements.

"Iron and a pinch of carbon 
changed the world," Kustas said.

"We have a lot of examples 
of where we have combined 
two or three elements to make 
a useful engineering alloy.

"Now, we're starting to 
go into four or five or beyond 
within a single material. And 
that's when it really starts to 
get interesting and challeng-

ing from materials science and 
metallurgical perspectives," 
said Kustas.

About 80 per cent of elec-
tricity in the US comes from fos-
sil fuel or nuclear power plants, 
according to the US Energy In-
formation Administration.

Both types of facilities rely 
on heat to turn turbines that 
generate electricity.

Power plant efficiency is 
limited by how hot metal tur-
bine parts can get.

If turbines can operate at 
higher temperatures, "then 
more energy can be converted 
to electricity while reducing 
the amount of waste heat re-
leased to the environment," 
said Sal Rodriguez, a Sandia 

nuclear engineer who did not 
participate in the research.

According to the study, 
Sandia's experiments showed 
that the new superalloy - 42 
per cent aluminum, 25 per cent 
titanium, 13 per cent niobium, 
8 per cent zirconium, 8 per 
cent molybdenum and 4 per 
cent tantalum - was stronger 
at 800 degrees Celsius, or 1,472 
degrees Fahrenheit, than many 
other high-performance alloys, 
including those currently used 
in turbine parts, and still stron-
ger when it was brought back 
down to room temperature.

"This is, therefore, a win-
win for more economical en-
ergy and for the environment," 
Rodriguez said.

Energy is not the only in-
dustry that could benefit from 
the findings.

Aerospace researchers seek 
out lightweight materials that 
stay strong in high heat, the re-
searchers said.

Ames National Laboratory, 
Iowa State University, US, sci-
entist Nic Argibay said Ames 
and Sandia are partnering with 
industry to explore how alloys 
like this could be used in the 
automotive industry, they said.

"Electronic structure theory 
led by Ames Lab was able to 
provide an understanding of 
the atomic origins of these use-
ful properties, and we are now 
in the process of optimizing this 
new class of alloys to address 
manufacturing and scalability 
challenges," Argibay said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform General Public that I have lost my Policy Bond 
under Policy No: R-JK-EA-36681 Date of entry 31-03-2006 
somewhere. Now I want to apply for duplicate policy bond 
in this regard any person having any objection may contact 
Life Insurance Post Office Baramulla  within a period of seven 
days from the date of publication of this notice After that no 
objection shall be accepted.
Manzoor Ahmad Wani 	 BB
S/o Mohd Maqbool Wani R/o Bandipora Kashmir

IN THE COURT OF JMIC, 
JUDGE SMALL CAUSES, SRINAGAR

Present:- Ms Tabasum
Ghulam Rasool Ghani 
	 Applicant

v/s
Registrar Births & Deaths SMC, Srinagar.

(Non-Applicant)
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas an application has been received from the applicant 
for registration of   Birth  of  Burooj Ghani in the records of SMC 
Srinagar. Objection, if any, be submitted in writting before 
the undersigned within seven days from the date of this 
Publication. The details of the Person are as under:-
Name:-  Burooj Ghani
Sex:-MALE 
Father’s Name:-Ghulam Rasool Ghani
Mother's name: Raziya Qadir
DOB:  15-09-1989
Residence: House No; 1 Rose Avenue Peer Bagh Srinagar
Place Of Birth:-at home

Sd/-
nj	 Judge Small Causes, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the Number Plate of my vehicle Maxximo Plus bearing 
Regd No; JK05D-2490 . Now i have applied for the duplicate of 
the same if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she 
may fiel his/her objection in the office of ARTO Baramulla within 
a period fo seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Muzaffar Hussain Dar 
S/o Mohd Zaman Dar 	 NJ
R/o Diver Yakhaman Pora 

Mohammad Younis

02-05-1984

31-01-2023

17-02-2023

R/O Umar Colony-A Gousia 
Colony LalbazarSrinagar

Khazir Mohammad 
Hazari

Mohammad Younis S/o Khazir Mohammad Hazari

Gh Nabi Kaloo

05-03-1958

17-02-2023

27-02-2023

R/o Sonwar Dalgate Srinagar
Gh Nabi Kaloo S/o Sonaullah

Abdul Khaliq Wani S/o Ghulam Qadir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
JSD PHE DIVISION BIJBEHARA

CORRIGENDUM

Please read earnest money Rs: 100000/- One Lac only instead of Rs:1000000/Ten 
Lac vide this office e-NIT No: 81 OF 2022-23 issued under No/PHB/16530-50 Dated: 
10.02.2023 .
           However, the critical dates are hereby extended upto :

•	 Bid Submission End Date: 25.02.2023 4.00 PM
•	 Date and time of opening : 27.02.2023 10.00 AM

            All other terms and conditions as laid down in the said NIT Shall remain unchanged.

                                                                                                                                       Executive Engineer
  JSD PHE Division Bijbehara

NO/PHB/17038-58
DIPK-17697/22 
D A T E D:  21.02.2023	
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
E-NIT No: - IUST/EW/ELE/TEND/UPS/23/02    Dated: - 21-02-2023. 

For and on behalf of Vice Chancellor, Islamic University of Science and Technology, Awantipora, J&K UT, E-
Tenders (in Two cover system) are invited on percentage basis, from approved and eligible contractors 
registered with J&K State Govt. / CPWD / MES/ Registered manufacturers, suppliers /Railways, or other 
State / Central Govt. departments for the following work: 

TENDER DETAILS 
Name of work Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of SMF 

Batteries for the existing UPS’s in the Campus. 
Advertised Cost of Construction Rs. 13,05,100.00/=                                                                                           

(Rupees thirteen lakhs five thousand one hundred only) 
Class of Contract Class “A” 
Bid submission Start Date 21-02-2023. 
Bid submission End Date 03-03-2023 Up to 6:00 PM. 
Date of Submission of DD (Hard Copy) 06-03-2023 (during office hours) 
Time & Date of opening of Technical Bids Bids shall be opened at IUST on 07-03-2023 AT 10.00 AM 
Availability of Tender document Tender document can be downloaded from website.  

(https://jktenders.gov.in.) 
Detailed Tender Notice is available on University website: www.iust.ac.in 

Sd/- 
Executive Engineer, IUST 

DIPK-NB-6561/22	 dated: 21-02-2023

Most Health Claims On Formula Milk 
Not Backed By Evidence: BMJ study
Press Trust Of India

Most health and nutri-
tion claims on formula 
milk products are backed 
by little or no high quali-
ty scientific evidence, ac-
cording to a study pub-
lished in The BMJ that 
used data from 15 coun-
tries, including India.

Common claims are 
that formula milk prod-
ucts benefit brain devel-
opment, immunity, and 
growth in young infants, 
the researchers said.

However, the inter-
national team found that 
"transparency is still 
lacking" and that revised 
regulations are needed 
"to better protect con-
sumers and avoid the 
harms associated with 

aggressive marketing of 
such products."

Health and nutrition 
claims on infant formula 
products are controversial 
because they can enhance 
the perceived benefits of 
formula over breastfeed-
ing and thereby under-
mine breastfeeding, the 
researchers said.

Yet data on the fre-
quency of claims and 
their scientific substantia-
tion are limited, they said.

The researchers 
searched websites of 
infant formula compa-
nies, examined packag-
ing of formula products, 
and documented claims 
made about products 
marketed for healthy, 
full-term infants in 15 
countries in 2020-22.

These countries were 

Australia, Canada, Ger-
many, India, Italy, Japan, 
Nigeria, Norway, Paki-
stan, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, South Africa, Spain, 
the UK, and the US.

The study identi-
fied 757 infant formula 
products, each linked to 
an average of two claims 
(ranging from one in Aus-
tralia to four in the US) 
and 31 types of claims 
across all products.

Of 608 products with 
one or more claims, the 
most common claim 
types were "helps/sup-
ports development of 
brain and/or eyes and/
or nervous system", 
"strengthens/supports 
a healthy immune sys-
tem", and "helps/sup-
ports growth and devel-
opment".

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor Munir 

Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 
Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV Cameras, 
Security System and Refilling of all Types 
of Cartridges, Toners 
Registered 
Government 
order Suppliers.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5 :56

ZUHR	 12:45

ASR	 4:41

Magrib	 6:25
ISHA	 7: 45

•	 896 -  Pope Formosus crowned Arnulf King of Carinthia and 
Holy Roman Emperor

•	 1071 -  Battle of Cassel; Robert I the Frisian defeats Arnulf III/I
•	 1281 -  Simon de Brion elected Pope Martinus IV
•	 1288  - Girolamo Masci elected Pope Nicolas IV
•	 1300 -  Pope Boniface VIII delegates degree
•	 1495  - French King Charles VIII enters Naples to claim crown
•	 1744 -  Battle of Toulon or Battle of Cape Sicié: British vs. 

French & Spanish fleet
•	 1746 -  French troops conquer Brussels
•	 1784 -  1st US ship to trade with China, "Empress of China", 

sails from NY
•	 1797 -  The Last Invasion of Britain by the French, begins near 

Fishguard, Wales
•	 1821 -  Spain sells (east) Florida to United States for $5 million
•	 1825 -  Russia & Britain establish Alaska-Canada boundary
•	 1828  - Russia & Persia sign Peace of Turkmantsjai
•	 1836  - Dutch garrison evacuates fort Du Bus New Guinea
•	 1864 -  Battle at Dalton Georgia
•	 1904 -  The United Kingdom sells a meteorological station 

on the South Orkney Islands to Argentina; the islands are 
subsequently claimed by the United Kingdom in 1908.

•	 1904  - The Hague Tribunal gives its decision in claims against 
Venezuela; it sets the sum to be paid by Venezuela and gives 
preferential treatment to the three powers that initiated the 
block - Britain, Germany, and Italy.

•	 1922  - London issues a unilateral declaration of Egyptian 
independence

•	 1940  - German air force sinks 2 German destroyers, killing 578
•	 1942 -  World War II: President Franklin Roosevelt orders 

General Douglas MacArthur out of the Philippines as 
American defenses collapse

•	 1945  - Arab League forms (Cairo)
•	 1945  - British troops take Ramree Island, Burma
•	 1965 -  USSR launches Kosmos 57 into earth orbit (Voskhod 

Test)
•	 1966  - Soviets launch Kosmos 110 with Veterok & Ugolek, 1st 

2-dog crew
•	 1972 - US President Richard Nixon, meets with Chinese 

Premier Zhou Enlai in Beijing. 
•	  1973 - US & China agree to establish liaison offices in Beijing 

& Washington, D.C. 
•	 1979 - St Lucia gains independence from Britain. 
•	 1980 - Afghanistan declares martial law 
•	 1983 - Hindus kill 3000 Muslims in Assam, India. 
•	 1986 - Start of the People Power Revolution in the Philippines. 
•	 1989 - UK physicist Stephen Hawking calls Star Wars a 

“deliberate fraud”. 
•	 1989 - US authors demonstrate against Iranian death threats 

against Salman Rushdee, author of “The Satanic Verses” 
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From KO Archives
If There Is Hell On 
Earth, It Is Here
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR - The devil himself could not have conceived 
of tortures more horrible. Security forces drenched a 
local imam of Rafiabad with kerosene, set him alight, and 
flung him half-dead into his home, with a dire warning of 

consequence! still more hide¬ous if the family let out even a chirp 
about the incident. As the cleric hovers between life and death in 
hospital, his relatives say police have refused to reg¬ister a case.

Locals say the 35-year-old imam, Ghulam Hassan Kumar, of 
Shalakot, Rafiabad, was arrested by personnel of the 28th Rash-
triya Rifles (RR) last Wednesday evening, i.e. the 14th of February, 
when he was on his way to the mosque. The RR-patrol which 
picked him up had accused him of signaling away some foreign 
mili¬tants, who they said, had been working near the place of 
wor¬ship.

Residents of the area and the imam's relatives and neighbours 
say that Kumar's captors had torn off flesh from his arms and legs 
during his eleven-day-long 'detention'.

He was flung into a blazing fire, and when he crawled out 
badly burnt, he was put through another ordeal: kero¬sene oil was 
poured on his chest, and set on fire again.

When he miraculously sur¬vived the torture, the RR major 
set him free on February 15. Dumping the imam near his home, 
he was warned neither to go to a hospital nor to inform anyone 
else. Ghulam Hassan had been l suffering his agony in silence, but 
seeing his condition deteriorate, some villagers and relatives mus-
tered courage and shifted him to the Baramulla hospital. He is said 
to have sustained 90 per cent burns and doctors say his condition 
is critical. Relatives say they had tried to register an FIR but the 
police had refused to do so.

Meanwhile, Hassan has been shifted to the SMHS hospital here.
 (Kashmir Observer, 22 February, 2001)
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International Mother Language Day 2023

Old City's Burusho Community 
Hopes To Protect 'Burushaski'
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: In the old city’s Kathi 
Darwaza neighborhood, an 
elevated plain leads to Botraj 
colony where community of 
around three hundred “Buru-
sho” people live. Originally 
hailing from Hunza, Nagar and 
Yasin major belts forming Gil-
git Baltistan, the community 
has settled down in old Sri-
nagar for more than a century.

Botraj colony largely com-
prises of Burusho people, locally 
known as “Botraj”. They speak 
a language alien to the majority 
community in Kashmir.

 Many linguists consid-
er Burushaski a language 
isolate. Burushaski is spo-
ken by around 300 people of 
the Burusho community of 
Kashmir and around 100,000 
people of the Hunza, Nagar 
and Gupis-Yasin districts in 
Gilgit-Baltistan. 

Raja Mehboob Ali Khan, 
a senior member of the com-
munity in his 80’s says the 
community actually came 
from northern states of Hunza, 

Nagar and Chitral, now in Gil-
git Baltistan.  

Mehboob says during Brit-
ish rule these places used to 
have their own kings.

 “We are the descendants of 
Raja Rehan Ali Shah.” He says.

“The British and Dogras 
needed Kings who would work 
as their puppets. They sent 
Raja Rehan Ali Shah to Kash-
mir under some pretext and 
did not allow him to return”.

“We came here and then 
we became residents, rest 
is history”

Raja Mehboob acknowl-
edges the cultural differences 
between the two communities. 
However, he says he loves the 
Kashmiri culture.

“Well, there are some dif-
ferences between the Burusho 
culture and the Kashmiri cul-
ture but as a community we 
can relate to Kashmir. 

However, he acknowledges 
the community has not done 
much to protect their language.

"Earlier, we did not have 
the means to protect our lan-
guage. We would struggle to 
feed our families. Now, with 

the standard of living increas-
ing by the day, I hope we can do 
it” Mehboob says.

Pertinently, it has been 
widely reported that Burushos 
in Kashmir are descendants of 
two former kings of the erst-
while princely states of Hunza 
and Nagar (located in present-
day Gilgit-Baltistan).

The community which 
comprises of Shia Muslims mi-
grated to Kashmir in 1888 after 
their forefathers were perse-
cuted by the British.

Raja Anees Ali, another 
member of the Burusho com-
munity says Burushos had 
very limited interaction with 
the Kashmiri community and 
that is how they preserved the 
language in a natural way.

“Earlier, we had very lim-
ited interaction with Kash-
miris but with time things 
changed” Anees says.

As the community inter-
mingles with the majority 
community and youth failing 
to find matches within their 
own community, the fate of 
‘Burushaski’ in Kashmir re-
mains unknown.

G20 Summit:

Div Com Reviews Progress Of Work 
For Upgradation Of Roads
Observer News service

Srinagar: In preparation to host 
G20 Summit, the Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri on Tuesday 
convened a meeting to review 
the status of upgradation work 
of main roads from Srinagar Air-
port to Foreshore Road.

The meeting was attended 
by CEO, Srinagar Smart City 
Ltd; Chief Engineer SSCL; SE, 
R&B and other officers.

Addressing the meeting, 
Div Com stressed on officers 
to speed up the developmen-
tal work to enhance facade of 
roads through macadamiza-
tion, repairing of footpaths, 
removal of debris, landscape 
development of road medians 
with green trees, removal of 
wires, painting of flyovers etc

During the meeting he re-
viewed beautification of IG 
road, redevelopment of Con-
vent road & Residency road 
besides upgradation of Ghanta 

Ghar, Moulana Azad Road, 
Gupkar Junction and construc-
tion of footpath from Dalgate to 
Nishat etc

On the occasion, he also 
directed officers to initiate the 
tendering process of pending 
undertaken projects so that the 
work shall be completed in a 
stipulated time.

Also, he directed concerned 
officers of R&B to mobilize men 
and machinery to continue 
work during the night hours to 
meet the deadlines—(KNO)

Seminar On Domestic 
Violence Inaugurated At KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Vice-Chancellor 
University of Kashmir Prof 
Nilofer Khan on Tuesday 
inaugurated a national semi-
nar on domestic violence.

The day-long seminar 
was organised by Centre 
for Women’s Studies and 
Research (CWSR) in collabo-
ration with Mission Shakti, 
Social Welfare Department, 
J&K. It was sponsored by the 
National Commission for 
Women (NCW).

In her presidential ad-
dress, Prof Nilofer called for 
greater sensitisation and 
awareness at grassroots on the 
deleterious effects of domestic 
violence on society’s overall 
development and progression.

She said academic insti-
tutions can play a great role 
in eliminating the “scourge” 
of domestic violence from 
society and bring about a 
perceptible change in the 
“mindset of people”.

“We need to collectively 
work in this endeavor,” she 
said, thanking the NCW 
chief and Mission Shakti for 
sponsoring and collaborat-
ing with CWSR to hold the 
national seminar.

Prof Nilofer, the founder 
director of CWSR, said the 
University is fully deter-
mined to pursue the cause of 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, and create 
more spaces for women 
students and faculty to excel 
in academics and extracur-
ricular activities.

“Recently our Univer-
sity hosted the C20 Working 
Group Meeting on Gender 
Equality and Disability, 
which has prepared its rec-

ommendations for the G20 
summit. Our institution 
is now amongst 15 institu-
tions in the country hosting 
the Youth20 event in May. 
Association with such mega 
events makes our resolve to 
contribute to nation-building 
even stronger,” she said, 
urging the CWSR to continue 
holding such collaborative 
programmes in future. 

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir, 
who was a guest of hon-
our, said over 60 percent of 
students admitted to the Uni-
versity’s PG programmes, and 
nearly half of research schol-
ars, are women who enter the 
varsity by dint of their hard-
work and merit. “85 percent 
of gold medals awarded at our 
last University Convocation 
went to women students and 
it is a great achievement for 
the institution to feel proud 
of,” he said.

Deputy Superintendent 
of Police, J&K Police Depart-
ment, Ms Sleet Shah deliv-
ered the keynote address at 
the inaugural session, advo-
cating that women’s empow-
erment isn't “a fight between 
men and women” but about 
ensuring “a rightful place for 
women in society in terms 
of decision-making, job op-
portunities, recreation and 
other domains.”

“Unless we all come 
together and realise the 
importance of gender parity, 
we won’t be able to reach 
anywhere,” she said.

Coordinator CWSR 
Dr Roshan Ara delivered 
the welcome address and 
highlighted the achieve-
ments of the Centre in 
academics, research and 
outreach activities.

GDC Sgr Granted Permission 
For Renewal Of MDS Seats
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare 
(MoH&FW), Government of 
India has granted permis-
sion for increasing the intake 
capacity of MDS from 3 to 4 
Government Dental College 
& Hospital (GDC&H), Sri-
nagar for the academic year 
2023-24.

The intake capacity has 
been increased in the spe-
cialty of Oral & Maxillofa-
cial Surgery, Conservative 
Dentistry and Endodontics, 
Periodontology, Prosthodon-
tics and Crown & Bridge of 
GDC&H Srinagar.

In addition, the MDS seat-
ing capacity in the specialty 
of Pediatric & Preventive 
Dentistry, Oral & Maxillofa-
cial Pathology and Oral Mi-
crobiology of this institution 
has also been renewed as 3 
seats each.

Prof. Riyaz Farooq, Prin-
cipal/Dean, Govt. Dental Col-
lege & Hospital, Srinagar has 
expressed gratitude to the 
Administrative Secretary, 
Health & Medical Education 
Department, J&K for this ac-
complishment.

Besides, Prof. Riyaz Fa-
rooq informed that this is the 
2nd  increase in MDS seats in 
this current year as well mak-
ing the total intake capacity 
of MDS 28 seats in 8 special-
ties and that this increase in 
intake capacity of MDS seats 
will provide more opportu-
nity to numerous aspiring 
BDS students of UT and other 
parts of Country including 
candidates belonging to EWS 
to study/PG courses which 
will lead academic excellence 
and better patient care deliv-
ery in this prestigious dental 
tertiary care institution of 
the Country.

Leopard Captured In 
City Outskirts
Agencies

Srinagar: Wild Life Depart-
ment Tuesday captured a 
leopard in Bagandar Lasjan 
area of Srinagar outskirts.

   The leopard was seen 
roaming in the area by some 
locals during pre-dawn hours 
when they were on their way 
to the mosque to offer ‘fajar’ 
prayers.

   An alert was sounded 
and announcements were 
made using the public ad-
dress system of the mosque 
asking people, especially 
children not to venture out.

   “Locals informed us on 
phone and our team rushed 
to the spot and captured the 
animal with the assistance of 
locals,” an official from Wild 
Life Department told Kash-
mir News Trust. [KNT]

Tourist From Gujarat Dies 
Of Heart Attack
Observer News Service

Srinagar: A tourist from Gu-
jrat died of a heart attack in 
Srinagar hospital on Tues-
day, official sources said.

  They said that a tourist 
who was staying in the Sri-
nagar hotel along with his 

family complained of chest 
pain. He was shifted to SMHS 
Hospital Srinagar where doc-
tors declared him dead.

  The deceased has been 
identified as 47-year-old Mu-
hammad Maqsood Hussain, a 
native of Ahmadabad, Gujrat.
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Welcome Development

The centre is reportedly planning with-
drawal of army from the Kashmir Val-
ley in a fresh sign that the situation in 
the province is returning to normal 

after decades. The significant development fol-
lows three and a half years after the withdraw-
al of the special status of Kashmir.  

The withdrawal will be done in a phased 
manner. The government  is expected to start 
with districts where militancy has ended. The 
CRPF and Jammu and Kashmir Police will fill 
in the space vacated by the Army. 

The decision, the reports say, has followed 
a careful assessment of the ground situation 
which has remarkably improved in recent 
years. Only the militancy which seemed to 
have been holding up so far has now also been 
sufficiently reigned in. The UT is now far more 
peaceful than it was before 2019, another condi-
tion for elections. The home minister  Amit Shah 
recently highlighted in an interview that there 
has been a drastic decrease in terrorism-related 
incidents in the UT  following the revocation of 
Article 370, and that development efforts in the 
region are contributing to the fast improving 
situation. He pointed to the figures on the evolv-
ing situation which vindicate the government. 

A recent MHA review highlighted the prog-
ress made in J&K over the last year on econom-
ic and security fronts. The union territory, the 
report said, witnessed “a 54 percent reduction 
in terrorist incidents, a 22 percent drop in re-
cruitment of militants and 84 percent decline 
in the deaths of security forces.” In real terms, 
the militancy related violence has decreased 
from 417 incidents in 2018 to 229 in 2021 while 
the number of slain security personnel had 
dropped from 91 in 2018 to 42 in 2022. 

One biggest indicator of the new normalcy  
has been the growth of tourism. And last year, 
number of tourists visiting Kashmir  broke all 
previous records. According to the tourist offi-
cials, the number of tourists Kashmir received 
in 2022 is the highest so far, beating by far even 
the pre-turmoil period record. 

On the development front, the report says 
that the BJP government at the centre has 
brought in an investment of Rs 56,000 crores 
in just three years. Under the Prime Minister's 
Development Package, the report mentions, 
Jammu and Kashmir got about 63 projects in 
hydroelectricity at a cost of Rs 80,000 crore.  
The fruits of these projects  are likely to be-
come visible in the coming years. And by then, 
hopefully, there wouldn’t even be the need to 
deploy CRPF across the Valley. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Sanitising literature

I
t is a curious conceit of well-meaning adults that makes 
them believe that children need to inhabit a world, 
even in their imagination, of padded walls and train-
ing wheels. In this patronising conception of childhood, 

the purpose of storytelling is a stifling, moralising pedagogy 
meant to create perfect little citizens —  not a fun, transgres-
sive way for children to find their own worlds and voice. For 
generations, Roald Dahl helped children —  and sometimes 
even beleaguered adults —  find humour (often dark and ma-
cabre) and irreverence. Now, nearly 33 years after his death, 
Dahl’s publisher and estate are going to sanitise the writer’s 
works to remove language they deem “offensive”.

To be clear, Dahl’s works for children do not carry exple-
tives. They do call an overweight glutton fat. So, Puffin books 
will rework the classics. In Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory, Augustus Gloop will be “enormous” rather than the f-
word and the iconic Oompa Loompas are going from being 
male to gender neutral. The desire to protect children from 
adjectives does not end at mere censorship. Entire passages 
will reportedly be inserted into the works of one of the most 
original writers. In The Witches, lines that say that witches 
are bald under their wigs will be followed by the following in-
sertion: “There are plenty of other reasons why women might 
wear wigs and there is certainly nothing wrong with that.”

First, the obvious point: The way to change what people 
read, and how they think, is not to censor and rewrite books 
but to write your own. What the well-meaning censors do 
not understand is that children’s stories are not just about 
conforming to the fundamentalism of the day — whether re-
gressive or woke. A cursory look at Grimm’s fairytales will 
give you stories of cannibalism, kidnapping and even sui-
cide. Roald Dahl’s appeal for so many young people has been 
in his delicious wickedness. And if profit-hungry publishers 
have a problem with that, they should avoid the self-serving 
hypocrisy of trying to “fix” literature. They can just give up 
their copyright and forego the profits.

Indian Express 
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M
any of us would have read 
a weird news item re-
cently that a model from 
New Delhi had actually 

won Rs. 2-crores from the National 
Consumer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission (NCDRC) as compensation 
for a wrong hair-cut done to her at 

a five-star hotel in New Delhi, when 
contrary to her instructions, most of 
her hair was chopped off by a lady 
hair-stylist, leaving only four inches 
from the top. Poor and wrong coif-
fures can have adverse effects on a 
person’s mental health and his/her 
career prospects. Many of us had mo-

ments where a barber or a hair-styl-
ist seriously screwed up our hair and 
all we did was to shake our head in 
a losing cause. But, this woman from 
Delhi decided to speak up against the 
injustice done to her. The harrowing 
incident proves a point or two that 
it cannot be said that a professional 

hair-stylist will always do a good job 
to you just because he/she works in 
a star hotel salon. Personal aesthet-
ics, lifestyle, and habits all factor into 
what we need in a hair-cut.

Ranganathan Sivakumar 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Haircut Gone Wrong

India at a Crossroads

I
ndia is poised to become 
the world’s most important 
country in the medium term. 
It has the largest popula-

tion (which is still growing), and 
with a per capita GDP that is just 
one-quarter that of China’s, its 
economy has enormous scope for 
productivity gains. Moreover, 
India’s military and geopolitical 
importance will only grow, and it 
is a vibrant democracy whose cul-
tural diversity will generate soft 
power to rival the United States 
and the United Kingdom.

One must credit Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for implementing policies that 
have modernized India and sup-
ported its growth. Specifically, 
Modi has made massive invest-
ments in the single market (in-
cluding through de-monetization 
and a major tax reform) and 
infrastructure (not just roads, 
electricity, education, and sani-
tation, but also digital capacity). 
These investments – together 
with industrial policies to accel-
erate manufacturing, a compara-
tive advantage in tech and IT, 
and a customized digital-based 
welfare system – have led to ro-
bust economic performance fol-
lowing the COVID-19 slump.

Yet the model that has driven 
India’s growth now threatens to 
constrain it. The main risks to 
India’s development prospects 
are more micro and structural 
than macro or cyclical. First, 
India has moved to an economic 
model where a few “national 
champions” – effectively large 
private oligopolistic conglomer-
ates – control significant parts of 
the old economy. This resembles 
Indonesia under Suharto (1967-
98), China under Hu Jintao (2002-
12), or South Korea in the 1990s 
under its dominant chaebols.

In some ways, this concen-
tration of economic power has 
served India well. Owing to supe-
rior financial management, the 
economy has grown fast, despite 
investment rates (as a share of 
GDP) that were much lower than 
China’s. The implication is that 
India’s investments have been 
much more efficient; indeed, 
many of India’s conglomerates 
boast world-class levels of pro-
ductivity and competitiveness.

But the dark side of this sys-
tem is that these conglomerates 
have been able to capture poli-
cymaking to benefit themselves. 
This has had two broad, harmful 
effects: it is stifling innovation 
and effectively killing early-stage 
startups and domestic entrants in 
key industries; and it is changing 
the government’s “Make in In-
dia” program into a counterpro-
ductive, protectionist scheme.

We may now be seeing these 
effects reflected in India’s poten-
tial growth, which seems to have 

declined rather than acceler-
ated recently. Just as the Asian 
Tigers did well in the 1980s and 
1990s with a growth model based 
on gross exports of manufac-
tured goods, India has done the 
same with exports of tech servic-
es. Make in India was intended to 
strengthen the economy’s trad-
able side by fostering the produc-
tion of goods for export, not just 
for the Indian market.

Instead, India is moving 
toward more protectionist im-
port-substitution and domestic 
production subsidization (with 
nationalistic overtones), both of 
which insulate domestic indus-
tries and conglomerates from 
global competition. Its tariff 
policies are preventing it from 
becoming more competitive in 
goods exports, and its resistance 

to joining regional trade agree-
ments is hampering its full in-
tegration into global value and 
supply chains.

Another problem is that Make 
in India has evolved to support 
production in labor-intensive 
industries such as cars, tractors, 
locomotives, trains, and so forth. 
While the labor intensity of pro-
duction is an important factor in 
any labor-abundant country, In-
dia should be focusing on indus-
tries where it has a comparative 
advantage, such as tech and IT, 
artificial intelligence, business 
services, and fintech. It needs 
fewer scooters, and more Internet 
of Things startups. Like many 
of the other successful Asian 
economies, policymakers should 
nurture these dynamic sectors 
by establishing special econom-
ic zones. Absent such changes, 
Make in India will continue to 
produce suboptimal results.

Finally, the recent saga sur-
rounding the Adani Group is 
a symptom of a trend that will 
eventually hurt India’s growth. 
It is possible that Adani’s rapid 
growth was enabled by a sys-
tem in which the government 
tends to favor certain large con-
glomerates and the latter ben-
efit from such closeness while 
supporting policy goals. Again, 
Modi’s policies have deservedly 
made him one of the most pop-
ular political leaders at home 
and in the world today. He and 
his advisers are not personally 
corrupt, and their Bharatiya 
Janata Party will justifiably win 
re-election in 2024 regardless of 

this scandal. But the optics of 
the Adani story are concerning.

There is a perception that 
the Adani Group may be, in part, 
helping to support the state politi-
cal machinery and finance state 
and local projects that would 
otherwise go unfunded, given lo-
cal fiscal and technocratic con-
straints. In this sense, the system 
may be akin to “pork barrel” poli-
tics in the US, where certain local 
projects get earmarked in a legal 
(if not entirely transparent) con-
gressional vote-buying process.

Supposing that this inter-
pretation is even partly correct, 
Indian authorities might reply 
that the system is “necessary” to 
accelerate infrastructure spend-
ing and economic development. 
Even so, this practice would be 
toxic, and it would represent a 

wholly different flavor of realpoli-
tik compared to, say, India’s vast 
purchases of Russian oil since the 
start of the Ukraine War.

While those shipments still ac-
count for less than one-third of In-
dia’s total energy purchases, they 
have come at a significant discount. 
Given per capita GDP of around 
$2,500, it is understandable that In-
dia would avail itself of lower-cost 
energy. Complaints by Western 
countries that are 20 times richer 
are simply not credible.

While the scandal surround-
ing the Adani empire does not 
seem to extend beyond the con-
glomerate itself, the case does 
have macro implications for In-
dia’s institutional robustness and 
global investors’ perceptions of 
India. The Asian financial crisis 
of the 1990s demonstrated that, 
over time, the partial capture of 
economic policy by crony capital-
ist conglomerates will hurt pro-
ductivity growth by hampering 
competition, inhibiting Schum-
peterian “creative destruction,” 
and increasing inequality.

It is thus in Modi’s long-term 
interest to ensure that India does 
not go down this path. India’s 
long-term success ultimately de-
pends on whether it can foster 
and sustain a growth model that 
is competitive, dynamic, sustain-
able, inclusive, and fair.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily the editorial stance 
of Kashmir Observe. The article 

was originally published by 
Project Syndicate 

NOURIEL ROUBINI

The main risks 
to India’s 

development 
prospects are more 
micro and structural 
than macro or 
cyclical. First, India 
has moved to an 
economic model 
where a few 
“national 
champions” – 
effectively large 
private oligopolistic 
conglomerates – 
control significant 
parts of the old 
economy

One must credit Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 

implementing policies that have 
modernized India and supported its growth
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Adolescents use music as an identity marker 
and engage with it to navigate social circles. 
Adults have developed personalities and 
established social groups. As such, drivers to 
engage with new music are lessened

KASHMIR OBSERVER

WITHOUT PHILOSOPHICAL TOOLS WE CAN NEVER GET 
AROUND THE EDIFICE OF ANY SUBJECT. Scientists are not 
empty vessels, going around collecting data; there are antecedent 
theories which condition & determine data collection, data 
acceptance or rejection and then its interpretation

Why Do We Need Philosophy 

If We Have Science?
MUGEES UL KAISAR'

To answer the question posed 
in the title above, one recalls 
Wittgenstein here who basi-

cally said that all the things that we 
can describe through science are not 
actually the things that matter most 
in our lives; the things that are actu-
ally most important are beyond dis-
cursive language and science. This is 
the whole Wittgenstein’s critique of 
positivists who misinterpreted his 
early work. Ethics, religion, wisdom, 
art/aesthetics, joy, humility, poetry, 
meaning, beauty, openness to being/
reality, etc which are beyond totaliz-
ing reductive linguistic and scientific 
descriptions are in actual fact the 
highest ends of human life which 
make our lives worth living. These 
things essentially depend on one’s 
(existential) orientation towards 
life/reality rather than abstract 
speculative & calculative truth find-
ing as critics like Dawkins wrongly 
conceive.

Why is philosophy important? 
Why do we need it? Well, the point is 
that what is going on in one’s “head” 
is far more important than the gad-
gets one possesses in one’s “hand”. 
We need philosophy/thought/psy-
chology over and above mechanical 
robotic science & technology sim-
ply because we do not want people 
to bomb each other out with atom 
bombs! “Thought” is more impor-
tant or dangerous (depending upon 
how one looks at it) than technol-
ogy. Technology comes in service 
of “thought”, asking for its use. 
Moreover, it is philosophical dis-
course that drives the wheel of his-
tory. Industrial revolution and sci-
ence/renaissance were themselves 
stimulated by philosophical ideas/
outlooks. Influence of, say, Locke’s 
philosophy on French & American 
revolutions is hidden from none.

People ask: why do we need phi-
losophy? What will it do? Well, 
philosophy as hikmah is wisdom 
which teaches the art of living. And 
it is here that philosophy (as tradi-
tionally understood) intersects with 
religion. Traditional philosophy/
hikmah, for example, says that self-
ish action invites misery; this is hik-
mah; this teaches us how to live life 
such that suffering is transcended 
and joy erupts from one’s own be-
ing. What is more urgent than that? 
It is a reorientation towards life. It 
cannot be achieved by merely mul-
tiplying scientific calculations. Phys-
ics, chemistry, technology, etc do not 
help when we are loneliest at the 
lowest points of our lives – in the 
darkest pits of our lives; when life 
asks us pinching questions of mean-
ing & suffering; when we face inner 
turmoil; it is one’s meaningful orien-

tation towards life that helps and not 
fancy gadgets.

The world needs wisdom more 
than ever today. It is more relevant 
than technology which has suffo-
cated both humans and the environ-
ment with its pollution and mean-
inglessness. Technological mindset 
reveals the world through a certain 
ontological commitment under 
which the world is perceived as an 
“object” i.e. everything, even human 
beings, is seen through the category 
of “resource” to be tapped into. This 
ontological attitude towards reality 
has been & continues to be disas-
trous for both the environment and 
the human race.

People say we need science be-
cause it is practical. Well, what is 
more practical than the question as 
to how to live daily life in a joyous 
way or how to find meaning, beauty, 
joy & contentment in a world that is 
fraught with suffering & alienation; 
how to develop virtue; how to avoid 
psychological suffering generated 
by ego pathologies; doesn’t matter 
where human beings live, in what-
ever age they live – ego-energy is 
there; ego tantrums, selfishness, 
greed, arrogance, meaninglessness, 
loss of joy, frustrations, etc are eter-
nal problems of mankind. Human 
being is not mere “calculation” but 
is an existential & aesthetic interface 
with reality; the immensely rich art 
and literature that human beings 
live by is a testament to that fact; 
the intangible bread of poetry – is 
fundamentally part of human life. 
This is why we can make the case 
that most of the human “truths” are 
“phenomenological” & “hermeneu-
tic” rather than merely scientific.

At this point, however, an impor-
tant clarification is in order. Philoso-
phy is not to be narrowly reduced 
down to mere abstract speculative 
ratiocination. One of the most com-
monplace misconceptions that has 
gripped the popular discourse about 
philosophy is that it is equated with 
pure rational speculative enquiry. 
Such a perception fails to realize 
that this is purely West’s defini-
tion of philosophy that is too post-
Aristotelian (as even pre-Socratics 
in the Western philosophical tradi-
tion would not agree with such a 
definition). This is not how Islamic 
philosophy or traditional philoso-
phy understands philosophy to be. 
Equating philosophy with mere 
“reason” is a mistake simply because 
traditional philosophy does not re-
duce human beings down to mere 
‘reason’. Human beings have higher 
noetic gnostic intuitive intellectual 
faculty (what is referred to as “fitri” 
intelligence or ayn-al-qalb). This is 
what Iqbal criticized Kant on who 
had reduced human episteme down 

to mere “twelve categories of under-
standing”. Even in the modern West-
ern philosophical tradition we find 
thinkers like Spinoza, Wittgenstein, 
Henry Bugbee, Gabriel Marcel, Una-
muno, Heidegger, Levinas, Jaspers, 
American Transcendentalists like 
Thoreau, Emerson and various oth-
ers who move beyond the narrow 
constricting definitions of philoso-
phy as mere rationalism.

Philosophy, as traditionally un-
derstood, means ‘cultivating love 
for wisdom’. Hikmah/philosophy 
and kitaab/law, both stem from the 
same revelatory source. The Prophet 
comes to teach both “kitaab” and 
“hikmah” (yu’allimuhumul kitaaba 
wal hikmah). Therefore, philosophy 
is not what Descartes or Kant said 
– that is just a portion of Western 
philosophical tradition rather phi-
losophy as traditionally understood 
is Sophia/wisdom/hikmah which ev-
ery Prophet comes with and which 
then is explicated upon by the fol-
lowers of Prophet i.e. the sages/hu-
kamaa within a tradition, fleshing 
out the deeper essential truths of re-
ligion. Hikmah is the final fruit of re-
ligion rather than being antagonistic 
to each other. Due to the limitation 
of space, readers are requested to go 
through the works of Pierre Hadot 
on Ancient philosophy to see how 

philosophy, in its traditional under-
standing, is actually an art of living. 
Wisdom, however, should not be 
confused with the popular uncritical 
obfuscating platitudes which Žižek 
rightly critiques. Wisdom has noth-
ing to do with utilitarian sophistry. 
Wisdom is where metaphysics inter-
sects with ordinary practical ethics.

Now, philosophy, even conceived 
as merely rationalistic speculative 
analysis, cannot be ignored at all. 
Philosophy as a rationalistic, linguis-
tic, conceptual analysis is an inevita-
ble necessity and cannot be avoided 
in any discipline at all. Philosophical 
analysis is highly important in sec-
ond order investigations like Philos-
ophy of Science where one studies 
the first principles and theoretical 
presuppositions on which scientific 
method rests. The theoretical frames 
of physical and social sciences can-
not be conceived of without founda-
tional philosophy.

When a young enthusiastic sci-
ence student claims that ‘I only be-
lieve in empiricism – nothing more 
and nothing less’ one realizes the 
dire importance of re-playing the 
whole projectile of the British em-
piricist tradition with David Hume 
at its logical dead end followed by 
Kant’s critique. Without antecedent 
theoretical tools, bare experience 

is simply blind and useless as Kant 
showed. This was later on re-played 
within logical positivist tradition in 
similar tone when Neurath critiqued 
Carnap’s protocol statements (bare 
experiential sense data). Carnap, 
like Hume, asserted that all we have 
is basic pure elementary sense data 
whereas Neurath clarified that we 
already are drenched in theoretical 
presuppositions without which our 
observation, data collection and in-
terpretation lose all meaning. This is 
well established now, for example, 
again reiterated by Davidson and 
Sellars. The notion of bare elemen-
tary sense datum theory called as 
phenomenalism has long been de-
bunked. Present day great physicists 
like Carlo Rovelli are successfully re-
acting against naïve scientism (that 
posits anti-philosophy attitude), by 
showing how science is intimately 
connected to philosophy. Any basic 
book on Philosophy of science can 
cure the fever of scientism.

Similarly, in addition to second 
order philosophical studies like ‘Phi-
losophy of Science’, there are literary 
theories, sociological theories, po-
litical theories which are conceptual 
philosophical paradigms of the basic 
foundational principles on which 
these physical and social sciences 
stand. Without philosophical tools 

we can never get around the edi-
fice of any subject. Scientists are not 
empty vessels, going around collect-
ing data; there are antecedent theo-
ries which condition & determine 
data collection, data acceptance or 
rejection and then its interpretation.

The world today needs – what 
people even condescendingly refer 
to as – “speculative philosophy” as 
Žižek notes, not only for the critical 
examination of the scientific method 
& implications of technology but also 
for deeper engagements in political & 
social theory. As long as human soci-
ety exists, political philosophy shall 
remain relevant. People who do not 
appreciate philosophy fail to see that 
all the major political and ideological 
debates that pose significant influ-
ence on the world we live in today, 
say for example identity politics, is 
a direct end result of certain philo-
sophical vantage points; for example, 
postmodern relativism, free volun-
tarism, fluidity in gender (I get to be 
what I “choose”) is a direct end result 
of Cartesian and Kantian philosophy 
with cogito/self at the centre, in ad-
dition to celebration of Ockham’s 
nominalism where all we have are 
particular individualities/identities 
& not any “universals”, not to men-
tion “self” being at the centre in the 
20th century World War engulfed 
Europe’s existentialist & absurdist 
thought where subject makes/con-
structs reality. This is why philoso-
phy becomes important; it decides 
how people think, how they conceive 
their interface with the world and 
consequently the nature of their so-
cial and political engagements.

How to organize our societies; 
how to bring about a just distribution 
of resources; what is justice; these 
are all fundamentally philosophi-
cal questions. Moreover, we need to 
note with Žižek that even if philoso-
phy may not provide grand answers 
to our questions but nevertheless it 
helps us see that sometimes the very 
way in which a question is framed 
is itself the part of the problem; 
philosophy in its foundational meta 
critique helps us see the hidden pre-
suppositions which then definitely 
contributes towards the solutions.

In today’s technocratic world, 
where the sole unilateral focus is on 
simply “doing”/getting things done, 
we need to pause for a while and 
“think” as to where we are heading 
towards. Whether it comes to en-
vironmental crisis, existential cri-
sis, disproportionate deprivation of 
marginalized people, nuclear crisis 
or other political crises, human-
ity needs – what popular culture 
condescendingly refers to as – “idle 
speculative thinking”; humanity has 
never been in such a dire need of 
just clear “thinking”.

Why Do We Stop Exploring New Music As We Get Older?
Timothy McKenry

According to an estimate from 
the International Federation 
of the Phonographic Industry, 

an organisation that represents the 
international music industry, people 
around the world spend on average 
20.1 hours per week listening to mu-
sic, up from 18.4 hours in 2021.

We have more ways to access mu-
sic than at any time in history and a 
whole world of unfamiliar styles to 
explore.

The thrill of discovering new songs 
and new sounds can enrich people of 
all ages.

Except, most of the time, it doesn’t.
Our willingness to explore new or 

unfamiliar music declines with age. 
Multiple studies confirm the senti-
ments of US songwriter and musi-
cian Bob Seger:

Today’s music ain’t got the same 
soul

I like that old time rock ‘n’ roll

EXPLORING NEW MUSIC
Academics use the term “open-

earedness” to describe our willing-
ness to explore new music. Across 
our lives this willingness waxes and 
wanes.

Until around the age of 11, children 
are generally happy to engage with 
unfamiliar music. Early adolescence 
sees a reduction in open-earedness, 
but is accompanied by an intense 
increase in interest in music more 
generally. Open-earedness increases 
slightly during young adulthood, 
then declines as we age.

A major 2013 study involving more 
than 250,000 participants confirmed 
these changing behaviours. It also 

showed that the significance we as-
cribe to music after adolescence de-
clines, and the amount of music we 
listen to reduces from a high point of 
20% of our waking time during ado-
lescence, to 13% in adulthood.

SHIFTING PRIORITIES
Researchers have different, but 

generally complementary, theories 
to account for these population-level 
trends. Some interpret the observed 
decline in music engagement in 
terms of psychosocial maturation.

Adolescents use music as an iden-
tity marker and engage with it to 
navigate social circles. Adults have 
developed personalities and estab-
lished social groups. As such, drivers 
to engage with new music are less-
ened.

One explanation for the age-based 
reduction in music consumption 
simply posits that responsibility-
laden adults may have less discre-
tionary time to explore their musical 
interests than younger people.

Some scholars question whether 
there is a straightforward link be-
tween the decline in the rate of new 
music consumption and increasing 
music intolerance.

Others argue against using chrono-
logical age as a predictor for stagnant 
musical taste without first consid-
ering the different ways we process 
and use music across our lifespan. 
Teenagers tend to be very aware of 
what they are listening to. Adults 
who use music as motivation or ac-
companiment for activities such as 
exercise or menial tasks may be less 
conscious of the extent to which they 
actually do listen to new music.

There is consensus that people 

are highly likely to have their taste 
shaped by the music they first en-
counter in adolescence.

Adolescence shapes musical taste 

firstly because our brains are devel-
oped to the point where we can fully 
process what we’re hearing, and sec-
ondly because the heightened emo-

tions of puberty create strong and 
lasting bonds of memory.

SOUNDTRACK OF OUR LIVES
Neuroscience provides some fasci-

nating insights into how and why our 
musical tastes develop. We know, for 
example, infants display an affinity 
to music they heard in utero.

Also, musical taste boils down to 
familiarity. In his book This is Your 
Brain on Music, neuroscientist Dan-
iel Levitin writes:

When we love a piece of music, it 
reminds us of other music we have 
heard, and it activates memory trac-
es of emotional times in our lives.

What we think of as our “taste” is 
simply a dopamine reaction arising 
from patterns our brain recognises 
which create the expectation of plea-
sure based on pleasures past. When 
we stop actively listening to new or 
unfamiliar music the link between 
the musical pattern and pleasure is 
severed.

These same researchers point to 
age-related changes to hearing acu-
ity – specifically a lowering tolerance 
for loud and high-frequency sound – 
as one cause for a reduced interest in 
new music for some people.

It may take a decade or two to get 
there, but the result is, eventually, 
“young people’s music” will alienate 
and bring no pleasure.

So, are we doomed to musical ob-
solescence as we age? Far from it. 
Recent research suggests musical 
taste does not need to calcify but can 
continue to develop across our lives.

EXPANDING OUR HORIZONS
Here are some tips if you want to 

train your musical taste to extend 

beyond the “old favourites” of youth:
1.	 cultivate different modes of lis-

tening including in formal (con-
certs), focused (solitary), casual 
(as an accompaniment to other 
activity) and social settings

2.	 make listening habitual
3.	 be curious about what you’re 

listening to. You can help your 
brain form new patterns by 
knowing something of the story 
behind the music

4.	 be patient and persistent. Don’t 
assume because you don’t im-
mediately like an unfamiliar 
piece that it’s not worth listen-
ing to. The more you listen, the 
better your brain will be at trig-
gering a pleasure response

5.	 find a friend to give you rec-
ommendations. There’s a good 
chance you’ll listen to music 
suggested to you by someone 
you like and admire

6.	 keep listening to the music you 
love, but be willing to revisit 
long-held beliefs, particularly if 
you describe your musical taste 
in the negative (such as “I hate 
jazz”); it’s likely these attitudes 
will stifle your joy

7.	 don’t feel you have to keep up 
with new music trends. We’ve 
1,000 years of music to explore.

If, after making the effort, you still 
find new popular music hard to bear, 
take solace from songwriter Ben 
Folds, who says in his memoir:

Good pop music, truly of its moment, 
should throw older adults off its scent. 
It should clear the room of boring adults 
and give the kids some space.

By arrangements with The 

Conversation
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MORBI BRIDGE CRASH

Oreva Group Offers 
To Pay Rs 5 Crore 
Compensation To Victims

Press Trust of India

Ahmedabad: Clock manufac-
turing firm Oreva Group on 
Tuesday made an offer before 
the Gujarat High Court to pay 
an 'interim' compensation to-
talling Rs 5 crore to the kin of 
those who lost their lives and 
people left injured when a 
British-era suspension bridge 
maintained and operated by 
the firm collapsed in Morbi 
town in October last year.

However, the court said the 
compensation offered by the 
company was not "just".

The suspension bridge on 
the Machchhu river in Morbi 
town collapsed on October 30 
last year, killing 135 persons 
and injuring 56 others.

The assurance on 'interim' 
compensation was given in the 
HC by Ajanta Manufacturing 
Ltd (Oreva Group) during 
hearing of a suo motu (on its 
own) PIL admitted last year 
following the tragedy.

Senior advocate Nirupam 
Nanavaty, appearing for Oreva 
Group, told the court if the 
compensation is broadly di-
vided among the affected per-
sons, the kin of the deceased 
should get nearly Rs 3.5 lakh 

while the injured will get Rs 1 
lakh each, which according to 
the HC, was not "just".

"Is it just? You volunteered 
to pay a just compensation. Is 
it just according to you? This 
is not near to just compensa-
tion," noted a division bench 
of Chief Justice Sonia Gokani 
and Justice Sandeep Bhatt.

The bench posted the fur-
ther hearing on Wednesday 
and asked Nanavaty to take 
instructions from his client 
whether the company would 
pay more compensation in the 
future because this payout has 
been termed as "not final".

The bench had earlier made 
it clear that Oreva's offer of 
compensation "will not ab-
solve it of any liability".

Oreva Group, led by its MD 
Jaysukh Patel, was responsible 
for the operation and mainte-
nance of the bridge with a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) 
formed by the state govern-
ment citing several lapses on 
the part of the firm.

Nanavaty informed the 
court that the amount of Rs 
5 crore is "ad-hoc" and "in-
terim". He said Oreva Group 
"will deposit Rs 5 crore to the 
Gujarat government within 

two weeks and state can de-
termine what amount is to be 
paid to the injured or to the 
kin of the deceased"

Moreover, the corporate en-
tity has taken full responsibil-
ity of seven children who have 
lost both their parents in the 
tragedy, said Nanavaty.

These seven children will get 
all the required facilities such 
as residence and education, 
till they become majors. The 
company would also give them 
jobs as per their qualifications, 
said the senior advocate.

Advocate General Kamal 
Trivedi informed the court 
that the state as well as the 
Centre have so far paid a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh each to 
the kin of the deceased and Rs 
2 lakh to each injured person.

The Morbi police have ar-
rested ten accused, including 
Oreva Group MD Jaysukh Patel, 
under IPC sections 304 (culpa-
ble homicide not amounting to 
murder), 308 (attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide), 336 
(act which endangers human 
life), 337 (causing hurt to any 
person by doing any rash or 
negligent act) and under 338 
(causing grievous hurt by do-
ing rash or negligent act).

Naga Peace Talks Underway, 
Hopeful PM Modi's Initiative 
Will Bear Fruit: Shah
Press Trust of India

Tuensang (Nagaland): Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday asserted that Naga 
peace talks are underway and 
hoped that the initiative taken 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to bring lasting peace 
in the northeastern state will 
bear fruit. Addressing an elec-
tion rally in Tuensang, Shah 
said there are some issues 
related to development and 
rights of eastern Nagaland and 
those will be addressed after 
the assembly elections.

"There was an insurgency 
in Nagaland before 2014... We 
started the peace process. I am 
hopeful that the initiative of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will bear fruit in bringing last-
ing peace in the state with the 
preservation of Naga culture, 
language and tradition," he said.

Eastern Nagaland People's 
Organisation (ENPO), the apex 
tribal body in the region, had 
called for a boycott of the as-
sembly elections over their 
'Frontier Nagaland' separate 
statehood demand.

"The Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) has held discus-
sions with ENPO and an 'agreed 
agreement' has been reached. 
But we could not materialise it 
due to the implementation of 
the Model Code of Conduct.

"I promise you all that after 
the elections, the agreement 
will be implemented through 
which all issues of eastern 
Nagaland will be addressed. 
There will be massive develop-
ment in the region and you will 
get your rights," he said.

Asserting that several mea-
sures were taken in the last 
nine years of BJP rule at the 
Centre to bring peace in the 
Northeast, he claimed that 
there was a 70 per cent dip in 
violent incidents in the region 
during the period.

"There has also been a 60 
per cent reduction in deaths of 
security forces, while civilian 
deaths have dipped by 83 per 

cent in the Northeast," he said.
Noting that Armed Force 

(Special Powers) Act, 1958 has 
been lifted from large parts of 
Nagaland by the BJP govern-
ment, he expressed hope that 
the Act will be removed from 
across the northeastern state 
in the next three to four years.

Shah asserted that there has 
been an electoral seat-sharing 
agreement between only BJP 
and NDPP and no other party is 
connected to the alliance.

"It has come to my notice 
that some parties are mislead-
ing voters by saying that they 
have the support of the BJP. 
I want to clarify that we have 
only two symbols for Nagaland 
polls -- lotus (of the BJP) and 
globe (of the NDPP). We are 
fighting this election under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio, while PM Modi is 
the leader of NDA," he added.

Shah said budgetary alloca-
tions for tribes have been in-
creased from Rs 21,000 crore in 
2014 to Rs 86,000 crore in 2022.

He said more than 100 de-
velopmental projects, includ-
ing 13 in Nagaland, have been 
finalised after conducting 
extensive studies using space 
technology.

"During the UPA rule, only 
Rs 1,300 crore was allocated for 
the development of Nagaland 
in 2009-10, which was in-
creased to Rs 4,800 crore in 
2022-23 fiscal by the BJP gov-
ernment," Shah said.

"In the last eight years, 53 
developmental projects have 
been completed in Nagaland 
and 142 more are in the pipe-
line," he said.

Listing out the number of 
beneficiaries of various central 
schemes, he said, "Support us 
this election and I assure you that 
free medical treatment cap will 
be increased from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 
10 lakh under Ayushman Bharat."

After the rally, Shah left for 
Dimapur, completing his two-
day campaigning in eastern 
Nagaland, and flew to another 
poll-bound state Meghalaya.

Digital Transactions 
To Soon Exceed Cash In 
India: PM Modi
Press Trust of India

New Delhi/Singapore: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday expressed hope that 
digital transactions will soon 
surpass cash with Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) in-
creasingly becoming the most 
preferred payment mechanism 
in the country.

Modi after the launch of the 
cross-border connectivity be-
tween the UPI and PayNow of 
Singapore said about 74 bil-
lion transactions amounting 
to more than Rs 126 trillion, 
which is approximately 2 tril-
lion Singapore dollar, was done 
through UPI in 2022.

"Many experts are estimat-
ing that very soon India's 
digital wallet transactions are 
going to overtake cash transac-
tions," he said.

A large number of transactions 
via UPI demonstrate that this in-
digenously designed payment 
system is very secure, he said.

Modi along with his 
Singaporean counterpart Lee 
Hsien Loong witnessed the 
launch of cross-border connec-
tivity between UPI and PayNow 
via video conferencing.

The facility was launched 
through token transactions by 
Reserve Bank of India Governor 
Shaktikanta Das and Managing 
Director of Monetary Authority 
of Singapore Ravi Menon using 
the UPI-PayNow linkage.

Modi in a tweet said, "Today is 
a special day for India-Singapore 
friendship and for our efforts to 
deepen collaboration in FinTech 
and innovation. The participa-
tion of my friend, PM @leeh-
sienloong made this morning's 
programme even more special."

Prime Minister Lee said the 
idea of linking PayNow and 
UPI was first conceived in 2018, 
when Modi visited Singapore.

"Since then, our two central 
banks have been working on 
this in earnest. Digital con-
nectivity was also a key topic 
discussed at the inaugural 
India-Singapore Ministerial 
Roundtable (ISMR), which 

was held in New Delhi last 
September. So I am very glad 
that the PayNow-UPI linkage 
has now become a reality," Lee 
explained.

"As we progressively add more 
users and use cases, the PayNow-
UPI linkage will grow in utility, 
and contribute more to facilitat-
ing our trade and our people-to-
people links," Lee said.

Cross-border retail payments 
and remittances between 
Singapore and India amount to 
over USD 1 billion annually.

"I hope this strong partner-
ship between Singapore and 
India will continue to spawn 
innovative technology solu-
tions and create more cross-
border opportunities for our 
digital economies," Lee said.

Stressing that the linkage of 
UPI and PayNow is a new mile-
stone in India-Singapore rela-
tions, Modi said, this will help 
people of both the countries to 
do cross-border transactions 
through mobile phone in an af-
fordable manner.

Singapore is the first country 
with which cross-border Person-
to-Person (P2P) payment facil-
ity has been launched, he said, 
adding, this will help the Indian 
diaspora in Singapore, especially 
migrant workers/students and 
bring the benefits of digitalisa-
tion and fintech to the common 
man through instantaneous and 
low-cost transfer of money from 
Singapore to India and vice-versa.

Pointing out that the focus of 
the government is to promote 
innovation and modernisation, 
Modi said the Digital India pro-
gramme of the government has 
enhanced 'Ease of Living' and 
'Ease of Doing Business' and digi-
tal connectivity and has pushed 
financial inclusion. The Digital 
India programme has brought in 
significant reforms in governance 
and public service delivery.

The linkage will enable us-
ers of the two fast payment 
systems in either country to 
make convenient, safe, instant, 
and cost-effective cross-border 
fund transfers using their re-
spective mobile apps.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Govt To Impose
In an order, Union Home Secretary Ajay 

Kumar Bhalla issued several amendments in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Municipal Act, 2000 and 
Jammu and Kashmir Municipal Corporation 
Act, 2000 carried through the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization (Adaptation of State 
Laws) Order, 2020.

According to a Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation (SMC) Corporator the SMC will 
call a session and will have the deliberations 
on the order.

“The SMC is the executive and implementing 
agency of the property tax. We can call a coun-
cil and seek an amendment to this,” corporator 
Danish Bhat told Kashmir Observer.

He said the proposal was supposed to go 
through the SMC to the Government but now 
without informing SMC, the government has 
come up with the order.

The notification further says that a per-
son liable to property tax shall furnish to the 
Executive Officer or any officer authorized by 
him in this behalf the particulars of the prop-
erty and the tax by 30 May of the financial year 
to which the return pertains.

“It shall be accompanied by a proof of pay-
ment in Form-2. Acknowledgment of filing of 
return shall be in Form-3. A copy of the ac-
knowledgment along with the proof of pay-
ment of the second installment of tax shall be 
furnished by 30 November in cases where the 
payment is made in two installments,” the no-
tification reads.

“If any person fails to file return in due time, 
unless prevented by “sufficient cause”, will 
have to the interest due for delay in payment, 
make the person from whom it is due liable 
to a penalty of Rs 100/- or 1% of the tax due, 
whichever is higher, for every month of de-
fault. The maximum penalty shall not exceed 
Rs 1000/,” it adds.

NC Seeks Immediate
democratically elected government, Imran 

said, “Such matters should be left to an elected 
government. The people’s representatives must 
be given an opportunity to discuss these issues. 
Unfortunately such important issues don’t face 
public scrutiny in the current bureaucratic set 
up. It has become a habit of those in power in 
Delhi to issue orders, irrespective of their im-
pact or public opinion.”

He termed this decision “anti-people and a 
grave injustice” and demanded its immediate 
rollback. “Such revenue generation measures 
must be left to a democratically elected gov-
ernment in J&K,” he added.

NGT Forms
J S Rawat of Kumaon University, Space 

Application Centre, National Institute of Rock 
Mechanics and ACS Environment, the tribunal 
said.

“The committee may suggest remedial mea-
sures to prevent environmental damage in 
the light of carrying capacity, hydro-geology 
studies, geo-morphological studies and also 

covering other allied and incidental issues,” it 
said.

The committee can take assistance from any 
other experts or institutions and it had to meet 
within two weeks, the tribunal said adding, it 
could interact with the stakeholders, including 
the inhabitants and members of civil society.

The committee had to complete its studies 
within two months and submit a report by May 
15, it said.

Meanwhile, the chief secretary could take 
preventive and remedial measures found nec-
essary in light of the media report, the tribunal 
said.

The matter has been posted for further pro-
ceedings on May 25.

People Of J&K
is no better way to do that than having inter-

national students among you,” he added.
Union Minister for Education, Dharmendra 

Pradhan congratulated the Government of J&K 
for showcasing the strength and vibrancy of 
India’s higher education landscape as well as 
the knowledge legacy of Jammu & Kashmir.

“J&K is witnessing a new dawn of develop-
ment under the visionary leadership of Prime 
Minister. With the implementation of National 
Education Policy, we are internationalising our 
education sector. The Education Ministry will 
support, encourage and facilitate the globalisa-
tion of SKUAST-Kashmir,” he said.

He also encouraged all the universities to 
join efforts to establish India as a global study 
destination.

Union MoS, Dr. Jitendra Singh said the 
National Education Policy brought by Prime 
Minister holds the promise to open career and 
start-up opportunities driven by aptitude, skill 
and flexi options at capacity building.

“Jammu Kashmir has a rich legacy of unex-
plored agricultural avenues, Aroma Mission 
and Purple Revolution, which imparts it the po-
tential of being the torchbearer of Agri StartUp 
movement in India,” Singh said.

Speaking on the occasion, J&K LG Manoj 
Sinha expressed his gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for accelerating de-
velopment of J&K and transforming it into a fa-
vourite destination for students, travellers and 
entrepreneurs.

Sinha said with this initiative J&K has 
launched a dedicated programme for foreign 
students.

“Our aim is to invite international students 
to J&K for short-term and long-term courses 
in various disciplines & strengthen the inter-
national connect. Over the past three years, we 
have focused on strengthening education sector, 
developing knowledge workers for sectors like 
industries, agriculture & health care. Sincere ef-
forts have been made to convert the knowledge 
dividends into wealth for process of innovation 
& growth,” he said.

The LG also observed that the initiative of 
SKUAST-Kashmir will set an example for other 
universities of the country as well.

“Apart from campuses nestled in nature’s 
paradise, professional faculties, high standard 

of living, J&K is also offering variety of courses 
starting from Artificial Intelligence, Robotics 
to Agri science, Yoga, Sanskrit & interface with 
the industries for research & innovation,” Sinha 
said

“With more than 150 higher education in-
stitutions, two central universities, seven state 
universities, two AIIMS, IIM, IIT, NIT, NIFT, IIMC 
and two Agriculture Science and Technology 
universities, Jammu Kashmir has emerged as a 
favourite destination for students in India,” he 
added.

The LG further said that paradigm shift to-
wards virtues of life which humanity is wit-
nessing is also an opportunity for enhancing 
quality of life by exchange programs between 
the countries and learn from each other and 
enable each other to achieve greater heights in 
our journey.

“The whole world is looking at India with 
admiration and hope. There never was a better 
time to be in India to witness and comprehend 
the glorious chapters of ancient civilization 
and immortal organic composite culture. The 
foreign student’s residential and exchange pro-
grammes, people-to-people contacts and insti-
tutional interactions with different institutions 
of Jammu Kashmir will enrich and strengthen 
global cultural synergies,” Sinha added.

Dr Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, President Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) assured 
the cooperation and support of ICCR to J&K in 
organizing the exchange programs of artisans 
and fairs whereby the message of changing 
new aspirational J&K goes loud and clear to 
other countries.

Distinguished Ambassadors, High 
Commissioners and members of ICAR, ICCR, 
UGC, and SKUAST-K were present on the 
occasion.

Sha’ban Moon Sighted
Notably, Sha’ban, the eighth month in Islamic 

(lunar) calendar precedes the fasting month of 
Ramazan.

Islamic calendar months last either 29 or 
30 days, depending on when the crescent 
moon is sighted. As per astronomical calcula-
tions, Sha’ban is expected to last 30 days, with 
the holy month of Ramazan likely to begin on 
March 24. Residents are likely to get 29 days of 
fasting, with the first day of Eid Al Fitr likely to 
be on Saturday, April 22.

SIA Conducts
The SIU said the raids were aimed at elimi-

nating the militant ecosystem by identifying 
the associates and supporters of militants.

4 Held For Human
rounded up four accused of a gang involved 

in human trafficking. They were identified 
as Asma Akhter, Rohina Akhter, Mohammad 
Rafeeq and Mohammad Arif, they said.

The girls were sent for counseling after prop-
er medico legal formalities, they said.

Hizb Commander
propaganda groups to unite ex-militants and 

other cadres for the expansion of activities of 
Hizbul Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and other 
terror organisations.

Ladakh Sets Guinness
along with mobile ambulances.
The district development commissioner said 

all the participants underwent six-day acclima-
tisation — four days in Leh and two in Pangong 
— in accordance with the SOPs decided by the 
district administration. The participants were 
also subjected to medical examination to en-
sure that they were fit for running.

All medical centres along the route were 
equipped with trained personnel and equip-
ment to tackle any medical emergencies, Suse 
said, adding the event saw active support from 
Indian Army and ITBP in terms of medical sup-
port and logistics.

Union Territory Disaster Response Force per-
sonnel and Ladakh mountain guide association 
personnel were deployed along the route to 
ensure safety of the runners. The route was de-
cided after proper inspection and size of frozen 
layer of ice, the officer said.

He said the participants were allowed to run 
only after wearing safety equipment to avoid 
slipping on ice.

After the successful conclusion of the event, 
the runners were felicitated with medals and 
certificates, while cash prizes were also given 
to first, second and third place finishers in both 
men’s and women’s categories.

He said the event was recorded as ‘Highest 
Altitude Frozen Half Marathon’ and a certifi-
cate was issued by Guinness officials on the oc-
casion to LAHDC Leh and ASFL.

“Congratulations, we have made it to the 
world record. Indeed a successful event in-
spired by Prime Minister @narendramodi’s 
#VibrantVillages Programme for border re-
gions,” Gyalson tweeted.

Tracks Being
the overarch deck of the bridge was com-

pleted with a Golden Joint’, paving way for the 
laying of the track.

As per the officials, the construction work 
on the bridge started in 2004 but had to be 
suspended in 2008-09 to consider the aspect 
of safety of rail passengers in view of frequent 
high velocity winds in the area.

Once completed, the bridge will be able to 
withstand winds with speed up to 260 kmph 
and will have a lifespan of 120 years, the offi-
cials said.

Besides the highest railway bridge, the USBRL 
project has many firsts like the longest railway 
tunnel having overall length of 12.75 km, first 
cable-stayed bridge which when completed 
will be an engineering marvel of the 21st 
century.

Out of the total 272-km USBRL project, the 
161-km was commissioned in phases, with the 
first phase 118-km Qazigund-Baramulla sec-
tion commissioned in October 2009 followed 
by 18-km Banihal-Qazigund in June 2013 and 
25-km Udhampur-Katra in July 2014.

The work on the project, which is the most 

challenging railway infrastructure project be-
ing undertaken post-independence, was start-
ed in 1997 and has missed several deadlines 
amid huge cost escalations.

The under-construction 111-km Katra-
Banihal section has a total of 37 bridges (26 
major and 11 minor), 35 tunnels with a length 
of 164 kms (main 27 with 97.64 km and eight 
escape tunnels with 66.40 km).

Banihal Highway
continuous landslide and shooting stone ac-

tivity have been hampering the road clearance 
operation. The official said almost 2,000 vehi-
cles are stranded on both sides of the highway.

Moreover, the district administration 
Ramban and Himalayan QRT Ramsoo has made 
accommodation and dinner arrangements for 
stranded passengers on the highway.

“Around 80 stranded passengers have been 
accommodated at Ramsoo. More coming in. 
NH-44 remains closed,” Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban tweeted.

Meanwhile, the authorities have advised the 
commuters to undertake the journey on the 
National Highway only after confirming the 
status of the road from Traffic Control Units of 
Ramban, Srinagar and Jammu. (KNO)

Dry Weather
received fresh snowfall while rains lashed 

the plains. The ski resort recorded 10 cms (4 
inches) of snow till 0830 hours Tuesday, a MeT 
department official said.

He said that while Srinagar had traces of rain 
during the time, Qazigund recorded 4.3mm, 
Pahalgam 4.3mm, Kupwara 7.6mm, Kokernag 
4.2mm, Banihal 0.6mm, Batote 0.2mm and 
Bhadarwah 1.4mm.

Regarding temperature, he said, Srinagar 
recorded a low of 5.0°C against the previous 
night’s 5.3°C . Today’s minimum temperature, 
he said, was above normal by 4.1°C for the 
summer capital.

Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of 4.7°C 
against 3.7°C on the previous night while 
Pahalgam recorded a low of 0.8°C against mi-
nus 1.7°C on the previous night.

Kokernag recorded a low of 3.7°C, the same 
as on the previous night and it was 4.4°C above 
normal for the place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minusv3.5°C 
against 0.2°C on the previous night and it was 
3.2°C above normal for the world famous ski-
ing resort in north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict, he said.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury set-
tled at 3.1°C against 4.5°C on the previous night 
and it was 3.4°C above normal for the north 
Kashmir area.

Jammu recorded a low of 13.7°C against 
15.5°C on the previous night. It was 3.1°C above 
normal for J&K’s winter capital, he said.

Banihal, he said, recorded a low of 6.2°C 
(above normal by 5.0°C), Batote 7.6°C (above 
normal by 4.1°C), Katra 11.7°C (3.2°C above nor-
mal) and Bhaderwah 4.7°C (4.1°C above normal).

Ladakh’s Leh recorded a low of minus 5.6°C, 
the official said. (With GNS inputs)
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Travel Time Between 
Jammu, Srinagar Shouldn’t 
Exceed 7 Hrs: CS
Directs For Making ITMS Functional For Capital Cities Within 7 Days

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta on Tuesday 
in a meeting with traffic au-
thorities made it amply clear 
that in no case should travel 
time between the two capital 
cities of the UT exceed beyond 
7 hours on any day for light 
motor vehicles.

He made these remarks in a 
meeting called to review the 
traffic scenario on this road in-
cluding that of the two cities.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief Secretary, 
Home; Principal Secretary, 
PWD; Divisional Commis-
sioner, Kashmir; IG Traffic; 
Secretary, Transport; Deputy 
Commissioners Anantnag/ 
Ramban; SP Traffic,  National 
Highway; District SPs, Jammu/ 
Srinagar/ Anantnag/ Ramban; 
Transport Commissioner and 
many other concerned officers.

Dr Mehta enjoined upon the 
traffic authorities to submit dai-
ly reports about the actual time 
taken to reach from one city to 
another. He told them to en-
hance their personnel on all the 
damaged portions of the road 
for better traffic management. 
He urged them not to let the 
traffic come to halt due to any of 
the hindrance. He asked them to 
improve the road surface dam-
aged due to weather vagaries at 
all costs for smooth movement 
of the vehicles on this road.

The Chief Secretary im-
pressed upon them to show 
zero tolerance towards road 
side parking hindering traffic 
flow.  He directed for having 

stringent regulations in place 
to deal with all the violators. 
He asked them to deploy traf-
fic police personnel in busy 
places like markets etcfor con-
tinuous vigil and better traffic 
management on the highway.

Dr Mehta also took stock of 
the construction works on dif-
ferent projects presently under 
progress. He exhorted upon 
them to make all out efforts to 
through open the T5 tunnel on 
Panthiyal stretch of the high-
way by 15th of March, Jaiswal 
Bridge by 31st March, and 
double lane of Ramban Flyover 
and Banihal Bye-pass by 15th 
of April this year. He advised 
them to accelerate the pace of 
work to meet these deadlines 
without any fail. He also asked 
the Secretary Transport and IG 
Traffic to drive down this road 
for have better idea about the 
measures to be taken for mak-
ing the road better and safe.

The Chief Secretary also em-
phasized on making all the way 
side amenities like washrooms 
etc functional throughout the 
entire stretch of the highway. 
He enquired about the sta-
tus of the truck holding areas 
designated at many locations 

on this road. He told them to 
look for one more such facility 
at Ramsoo also. He suggested 
them to come up with a DPR 
for additional Bailey Bridge 
near Ramban at an earliest so 
that work on the same is taken 
in hand by March this year.

While reviewing the traffic 
scenario on the roads of the 
two capital cities, the Chief 
Secretary directed the con-
cerned authorities to make the 
completed phase of the Intelli-
gent Traffic Management Sys-
tem (ITMS) functional within 7 
days. He asked them to use the 
CCTV network of the system 
to look for the violators and 
e-challan or tow away their 
vehicles for hassle-free move-
ment of vehicles on city roads.

On the request of the Traffic 
authorities the Chief Secretary 
asked the administration to 
look into the possibility of tak-
ing a traffic holiday for a day 
every week on the Jammu-
Srinagar Highway till 15th of 
March so that it is better uti-
lized for making some crucial 
repairs and completing few 
essential works for making 
travel on this road a  pleasant  
experience for the commuters.

Haryana’s VSU Announces Reservation 
For Displaced J&K Students

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Vice Chancellor of 
Shri Vishwakarma Skill Uni-
versity (VSU) Raj Nehru on 
Tuesday said one seat in each 
course has been reserved for 
displaced students from Jam-
mu and Kashmir in the varsity.

He said the university of-
fers courses that are "hybrid" 
in nature, with a focus on "you 
earn while you learn".

Nehru called upon the stu-
dents from Jammu and Kash-
mir to pursue skill education 
for better career prospects.

He the Shri Vishwakarma 
Skill University, located in 
Haryana, welcomes the dis-
placed students from Jammu 
and Kashmir with open arms.

"One seat has been re-
served in each course for the 
displaced students," the vice 
chancellor of the country's 
first skill university said.

He said the Haryana govern-
ment has established Shri Vish-
wakarma Skill University in 
Palwal district near Delhi to re-
alise the concept of Skill India'.

"More than 40 programmes 
are running in the university 
and one seat in each course has 
been reserved for displaced 
students from Jammu and 

Kashmir so that they can make 
a career by engaging with skill 
education," Nehru said.

He said the university is di-
rectly associated with industry 
under a dual-integrated model.

Therefore, after studying at 
our university, students can di-
rectly connect with the industry. 
Shri Vishwakarma Skill Univer-
sity will facilitate every student 
to come on the employment 
model, he added. Nehru said the 
university also offers scholar-
ships to meritorious students.

Wages Of Daily Rated 
Workers, Casual Labourers 
Hiked By Rs 11

Div Com Kashmir 
Reviews Progress On 
Upgradation Of Roads

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Tuesday ordered the enhance-
ment of minimum wages of 
daily rated workers including 
casual labourers as per the re-
vised minimum rate of wages 
notified by the Labour and Em-
ployment Department.

According to an order, a copy 
of which lies with the news 
agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO) reads that it is hereby 
ordered that duly engaged Daily 
Rated Workers, including Casual 
Labourers, in all Government 
Departments and those of Mu-
nicipalities & Local Bodies, as are 
in receipt of Rs. 300/-(Rupees 
Three Hundred) per day, shall 
be paid wages @ Rs.311/-Rupees 
Three Hundred & Eleven) per 
day w.e.f. 17-10-2022.

It is further ordered that bio-
metric attendance system will 
be enforced for all categories 
of persons engaged by govern-

ment in any capacity. “The con-
cerned ODO/Controlling officer 
shall certify with every bill that 
the daily rated workers/casual 
workers have worked for the 
prescribed time period every 
day and that their performance 
has been satisfactory,” it reads.

“With respect to held staff, 
where bio-metric attendance 
may be difficult, the concerned 
DDO shall certify attendance. 
However, such staff shall be 
required to mark attendance at 
defined intervals,” it added.

“The Aadhar based data base 
shall be reconciled to avoid du-
plication,” it further added.

“The concerned Departments 
shall submit full details regard-
ing unauthorized engagements 
so as to identify officers/officials 
responsible for such engage-
ments so that action as appropri-
ate may be taken against them as 
per rules,” reads the order.

“The number of hours of engage-
ment may be restricted to budget 
availability,” it reads—(KNO)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In preparation to 
host G20 Summit, the Division-
al Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri 
on Tuesday convened a meet-
ing to review the status of up-
gradation work of main roads 
from Srinagar Airport to Fore-
shore Road.

The meeting was attended by 
CEO, Srinagar Smart City Ltd; 
Chief Engineer SSCL; SE, R&B 
and other officers.

Addressing the meeting, 
Div Com stressed on officers 
to speed up the developmen-
tal work to enhance facade of 
roads through macadamiza-
tion, repairing of footpaths, 
removal of debris, landscape 

development of road medians 
with green trees, removal of 
wires, painting of flyovers etc

During the meeting he re-
viewed beautification of IG road, 
redevelopment of Convent road 
& Residency road besides upgra-
dation of Ghanta Ghar, Moulana 
Azad Road, Gupkar Junction and 
construction of footpath from 
Dalgate to Nishat etc

On the occasion, he also di-
rected officers to initiate the 
tendering process of pending 
undertaken projects so that the 
work shall be completed in a 
stipulated time.

Also, he directed concerned 
officers of R&B to mobilize men 
and machinery to continue 
work during the night hours to 
meet the deadlines.DC Anantnag Reviews 

Amarnath Yatra Preparations

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Anantnag, Dr 
Basharat Qayoom on Tuesday 
convened a meeting to review 
the preparations for Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra (SANJY) 2023.

Thorough deliberations were 
held with stakeholders from 
various departments including 
Roads & Buildings, KPDCL, Jal 
Shakti, Pahalgam Development 
Authority, Animal Husbandry, 
Education, Civil Defence and 
Home Guards, BSNL, Munici-
palities, Labour department 
among others.

Various issues pertaining to 
SANJY-2023 like clearance of 
tracks, setting up of safety rail-
ings, sanitation plan, supply of 
electricity and water, registra-
tion of labour and ponies, de-
ployment plans for various line 
departments etc were discussed.

The DC also reviewed the 
works plans submitted by vari-
ous departments for repair of 
existing infrastructure and 
augmentation projects to be 
taken up at specific locations.

He emphasized that detailed 
planning and seamless execu-
tion will be critical for making 
SANJY-2023 a fulfilling expe-
rience for the Yatries. He said 
that every effort is to be made 
to ensure safety of the pilgrims 
and conservation of the fragile 
ecosystem along the route.

The DC impressed upon the 
participants that based on pre-
vious experience, a fool proof 
sanitation plan must be framed 
and put into practice.

The meeting was attended by 
ADC Anantnag, CEO PDA, ACR, 
CAHO, SE R&B, SE KPDCL, SE 
Jal Shakti, CEO MC, Executive 
Engineers from Jal Shakti, ALC 
among others.

Govt Seeks Info Of 
Teaching Staff Pursuing PG 
During Service

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The government 
has sought information from 
the teaching staff of the School 
Education Department regard-
ing pursuing Post Graduate 
degrees in various disciplines 
during in-service.

Deputy Secretary to govern-
ment, Masood Ahmad Wani 
said that on directions of the 
administration, the depart-
ment needs to submit informa-
tion regarding pursuing of post 
graduate degrees in various 
disciplines during in-service by 
incharge lecturers, masters and 
teachers so that it will finalize 
the seniorities.

According to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the officer said this in 
a communique to Directors of 
School Education of both Jam-
mu and Kashmir regions.

“I am directed to request 
you to kindly furnish details of 
incharge lecturers, masters and 
teachers discipline wise having 
pursued their Post Graduate 
Degrees in various disciplines 
during service in regular as 
well as distance mode and are 
not fulfilling the conditions as 
laid down in 2017 as per the 
formats prepared by the de-
partment,” it reads.

He said that the discipline-
wise consolidated information 
as per devised formats should 
reach the School Education 
Department within two weeks 
time positively thereby en-
abling this Department to take 
further necessary action in the 
matter.

Stating the conditions laid 
down by the government in 
an order issued on Novem-
ber-2017 reads that, “The 
University or the institution 
awarding the degrees through 
distance mode are UGC recog-

nised and Established by an Act 
of Parliament or State Legisla-
ture.”

It also reads that the courses 
offered are approved by Dis-
tance Education Council (DEC) 
or All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE).

“The in service candidate, 
who have acquired their de-
gree through Distance Mode 
prior to the issuance of Jammu 
and Kashmir Private Colleges 
(Regulation & Control) Rules 
2005 shall be treated as recog-
nised and valid, provided the 
Universities or the institutions 
from which they have obtained 
their degrees are recognized 
as per UGC guidelines and are 
DEC or AICTE approved,” it 
reads.

The conditions further states 
that the courses in Science sub-
jects where practicals are part 
of curriculum, the concerned 
University shall certify that the 
practicals have been conduct-
ed from the main campus of 
the University as envisaged in 
Clause (VI) of the government 
order issued in 2012.

“The degrees obtained 
through Distance Education 
Mode from off-campus which 
have been established by the 
State Universities beyond their 
territorial jurisdiction shall not 
be recognised.

“The in-service candidates 
should have obtained their 
degrees after seeking proper 
permission from the Com-
petent Authority at the rel-
evant point of time and the 
promotion of in-service can-
didates including Distance 
Mode degree-holders. shall 
be performance- based and 
their regularisation will be ef-
fected strictly as per their last 
three years' performance in 
their respective disciplines,” 
it reads—(KNO)

KCC&I Elects New Executive 
Committee, 21 Candidates 
Emerge Victorious

Agencies

SRINAGAR: After three years' 
delay, the Kashmir Chamber 
of Commerce and Industries 
(KCC&I) on Tuesday elected 
its new executive committee 
with 21 candidates in the fray 
emerging victorious.

Sources privy to the develop-
ment said that 42 candidates 
were in the poll fray today of 
whom 21 emerged victorious.

They said the highest num-
ber of votes were bagged by 
Akib Chaya with 453 voting in 
his favour followed by Umar 
Nazir Tibatbaqal with 444 
votes.

Those who have been elected 
include Aashaq Hussain Shan-
gloo, Faiz Ahmad Bakshi, Javid 
Ahmad Bhat, Amir Manzoor, 
Muzaffar Majid Jan, Ashfaq Ah-
mad Zahgeer, Farooq Ahamd 
Kuthoo, Ghulam Nabi Bhat, 
Fayaz Ahmad Punjabi, Altaf Ah-
mad Tramboo, Jagmohan Singh 
Raina, Mohammad Lateif Bhat, 

Siah Mohammad Ibrahim, Su-
hail Jan, Zubair Mahajan, Tou-
seef Ahmad Bhat, Feroz Ahmad 
Bisati, Showkat Khan and Za-
hoor Hussain Alamgir.

The elections were held un-
der the supervision of Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, Mu-
hammad Aijaz Asad, Registrar 
J&K High Court Judicial, Gov-
ernment of J&K and the Elec-
tion Committee of KCC&I.

Sources said that the execu-
tive committee elected for the 
term of one-year, will now 
elect its body within a day.

Pertinently, the elections to 
elect the new executive com-
mittee have been conducted 
after the delay of three years 
due to Covid outbreak and oth-
er issues. The last election was 
held in 2019.

The High Court of J&K and La-
dakh had in December last year 
ordered that the elections of 
Kashmir Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KCCI) be conclud-
ed within a month—(KNO)

AB PM-JAY/ AB PM-JAY SEHAT

99% Beneficiaries Rate Services 
As Excellent Or Good: Govt

Observer News Service

JAMMU: As part of its efforts to 
improve services rendered un-
der the AB PM-JAY/ AB PM-JAY 
SEHAT scheme, Health & Med-
ical Education department, 
through it's 104 Call Centre, 
contacted 21,145 beneficiaries 
during the last six months out 
of the which 58% rated the ser-
vices provided under AB PM-
JAY/ SEHAT as excellent, 41 % 
rated the services as good and 
1% rated the services as poor.

On the basis of the feedback 
of the beneficiaries, grievances 
received on CGRMS, CPGRAMS, 
JKIGRMS, feedback of Insurance 
Company and triggers received 
from National Anti-Fraud Unit 
(NAFU) of National Health 
Authority (NHA) and strictly 
as per the guidelines issued 
by NHA, State Health Agency 
(SHA) conducted audit of 100 
% claims preferred by Empan-
elled Private Hospitals includ-
ing highly utilized packages like 
Cholecystectomy (Removal of 
Gall Bladder). So far more than 
60,000 cases have been audited 
during the current policy pe-
riod. This is in addition to the 
audit of each claim being done 
by the Insurance Company. This 
ensures efficient claim scrutiny 
which prevents unnecessary 
procedures from being booked 
under the scheme. On the basis 
of the audit, SHA imposed Rs. 

3.06 Crores as penalty on the 
erring empanelled health-care 
providers and have taken ac-
tion under guidelines against 
erring hospitals and treating 
doctors for violating standard 
treatment guidelines or for any 
other malpractice.

Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir under Ayushman 
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Aro-
gya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) and AB 
PM-JAY SEHAT empowers every 
family of J&K with a financial 
protection of Rs 5 lakh annually 
for meeting health expenditure. 
Jammu & Kashmir was one of 
the first States/UTs to universal-
ize AB PM-JAY. The scheme is 
being implemented in the In-
surance mode. So far, under AB 
PM-JAY and AB PM-JAY SEHAT 
more than 7 Lakh treatments 
have been provided to J&K do-
miciles including treatments 
received outside J&K using por-
tability option and the treat-
ments amount to more than Rs. 
1100 Crores. On an average the 
daily claim outgo is about Rs. 2 
Crores now.

Every 10 in-patients are fa-
cilitated by a Pradhan Mantri 
Arogya Mitra (PMAM) across all 
the empanelled health-care 
facilities of the Union Terri-
tory and there are about 425 
such PMAMs working in Public 
Health-care facilities. Besides 
PMAM, Medical Coordinators 
have also been designated for 

each empanelled hospital for 
smooth processing of the case 
after admission of the benefi-
ciary in the hospital.

Under the scheme, 2295 pro-
cedures are covered out of which 
some procedures are exclusively 
reserved for public hospitals like 
psychiatric & maternity proce-
dures including Hysterectomy 
(Uterus removal) etc.

Further, capacity building 
programs are being conduct-
ed by NHA & SHA wherein 
PMAMs, District Implementa-
tion Units (DIUs) and other 
stakeholders are being regular-
ly trained. Regular IEC activi-
ties are being undertaken by 
SHA for educating and inform-
ing the public about different 
aspects of the scheme.

There is a dedicated National 
& UT level helpline for the ben-
eficiaries and beneficiaries are 
being facilitated throughout the 
process of treatment. General 
Public or prospective benefi-
ciary patients are requested to 
contact SHA in case of any griev-
ance through 104 Call Centre, 
QR Code Scan (available at Ay-
ushman kiosk at all the EHCPs), 
Helpline No: 18002335554, 
18002034138, Whatsapp 
Helpline No: 9906241592. Fur-
ther, General Public is advised 
not to pay heed to any misinfor-
mation about the scheme. Any 
spread of misinformation shall 
be dealt with strictly. 

DC Bandipora Reviews 
Performance Of Revenue Dept

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, 
Dr. Owais Ahmad Tuesday 
chaired a meeting of revenue 
officers to review the perfor-
mance of the revenue depart-
ment.

During the meeting, detailed 
review regarding different 
deliverables was taken and 
necessary directions were is-
sued to the concerned Officers.

The DC also took the status 
of implementation of the 
Digital India Land Records 
Modernization Programme 
and Jamabandi writing in the 
district besides geo tagging 
and agriculture census.

Dr Owais on the occasion also 
reviewed the status of removal 
of encroachments. He directed 
the officers to ensure no un-
derprivileged household gets 
affected by the ongoing drive.

He asked the officers to 
ensure eviction of state/Kah-
charai land and identify the 
big patches of land. He said the 
land would be used for public 
welfare including construction 
of stadiums, libraries, Youth 
hostel and other institutions of 
public welfare.

Dr Owais directed the of-
ficers to complete the first 
phase of agriculture census till 
March 10th.

He also asked the revenue 
officers to expedite the process 
of distribution of land pass-
books.

During the meeting, DC also 

asked the revenue officers 
to provide certification of 
proposed locations for 4-G and 
5-G towers.

The pending court cases 
were also discussed in the 
meeting and directions were 
passed for following the cases 
for early disposals. He stressed 
upon the revenue officials to 
adopt a target driven approach 
to ensure the time bound 
completion of the process.

Meanwhile, The DC also 
directed the Tehsildars to 
ensure the effective imple-
mentation of revenue depart-
ment e-services under Public 
Service Guarantee Act and 
take stringent action against 
the defaulters for dereliction 
of their duties irrespective 
of rank and file, besides to 
impose penalties.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DC said that effective 
public service and grievance 
redressal mechanisms shall be 
placed at the grassroots level 
on priority so that the public 
does not suffer anymore.

Dr. Owais asked the Teh-
sildars for disposal of online 
Application of Fard within 
the timeline as per guidelines 
and directed them to monitor 
online portals on daily basis 
for disposal of cases within the 
set timeline.

The meeting was attended 
by ADC Waseem Raja, ACR 
Parvaiz Rahim, SDM Sumbal 
Aamir Choudhary, Tehsildars 
and other senior officers of the 
district.
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Reliance Jio Starts 
Rolling Out 5G-Enabled 
Public Wi-fi

Agenceis

Reliance Jio has launched 
5G-enabled wi-fi service 
at temple town of Nathd-

wara in Rajasthan and it will be 
expanded to other public places 
with high footfalls like railway 
stations and educational institu-
tions, the company said on Sat-
urday.

Jio has also started rolling 
out 5G services in Chennai. The 
company has extended the Jio 
Welcome offer to the city. Under 
the offer, customers with invita-
tion only will get access to 5G 
service during the beta trial and 

they will be able to access unlim-
ited 5G data at up to 1 gigabit per 
second.

"Today, we have powered the 
first True5G-enabled wi-fi ser-
vice at the holy town of Nathd-
wara and the temple of Lord Sri-
nath Ji. With this, we will power 
many more such locations and 
allow them to trial our services. 
In addition, we welcome Chen-
nai as our latest city to be added 
to the Jio True5G Welcome Of-
fer," Reliance Jio Chairman Akash 
M Ambani said in a statement.

The company said it is intro-
ducing "JioTrue5G-powered wi-
fi services" in high footfall areas 

such as educational institutions, 
religious places, railway stations, 
bus stands, commercial hubs and 
other places.

Reliance Jio has plans to cover 
the entire country with 5G ser-
vices by December 2023 and it 
has simultaneously started out 
5G-enabled wi-fi services.

"As stated earlier, 5G can-
not remain an exclusive service 
to the privileged few or those 
in our largest cities. It must be 
available to every citizen, every 
home, and every business across 
India. This is a step in that direc-
tion to enable every Indian with 
JioTrue5G," Ambani said.

Join Asaduddin Owaisi, 
Get Biryani, Says Party 
Leader In Madhya Pradesh
Agenceis

Bhopal: A leader of the All India 
Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) has been offering 
biryani and breakfast to new 
entrants in the outfit in Narela 
Assembly constituency of Mad-
hya Pradesh's Bhopal as part of 
a drive to increase the party's 
base in the region.

The party led by Asaduddin 
Owaisi had for the first time con-
tested the recently held urban 
bodies' polls in the state and se-
cured seven seats of corporators.

“We are welcoming people 
who did not get due respect in 
their parties, whether it was 
the BJP or Congress. When they 
come to our office to join the 

outfit, as a mark of respect, we 
offer them biryani or breakfast 
such as samosas and tea, like 
we do to guests in our homes," 
AIMIM leader Peerzada Tauqeer 
Nizami told PTI.

Mr Nizami said new entrants 
are garlanded and offered food 
in keeping with their respective 
religious practices, he said.

“They should feel that they 
have come to the right place. I 
listen to their problems and make 
efforts to sort them out,” he said.

More than 20,000 people 
have joined the party so far 
during the ongoing drive, the 
AIMIM leader claimed, adding 
that the move will be replicated 
by the party in other Assembly 
segments of Bhopal after Diwali.

No Fine For Breaking 
Traffic Rules During Diwali, 
Says Gujarat Government
Agenceis

Surat, Gujarat: The Gujarat gov-
ernment has announced that 
people will not be fined for vio-
lation of traffic rules during the 
Diwali festival this year.

Gujarat Minister of State for 
Home Harsh Sanghavi made this 
announcement in Surat on Friday.

Addressing a gathering, he 
said that in view of the Diwali 
festival, traffic police in Gujarat 
will not collect any fine from the 
violators till October 27.

Mr Sanghavi said the decision to 

give relief to people during Diwali 
has been taken by the state home 
department as per the guidance of 
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel.

"From October 21 to October 
27, the traffic police in Gujarat 
will not collect any fine from 
people. If anyone is caught with-
out a helmet or driving licence 
or found violating any other 
traffic rule during this period, 
our police will give them a flow-
er," the minister added.

Assembly elections in the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-ruled 
Gujarat are due by December end.

YouTube Ends Its 
Premium Paywall 
Experiment For 4K Videos
Agenceis

YouTube has ended a test 
that required Premium 
subscription for 4K resolu-

tion videos.
In the experiment, the Google-

owned streaming platform asked 
some users to pay for a Premium 
account in order to view videos in 
4K resolution. Because of users' 
outrage, it has now stopped this 
test, reports TechCrunch.

"We have fully turned off this 
experiment. Viewers should now 
be able to access 4K quality reso-
lutions without Premium mem-
bership," YouTube said in a tweet.

The streaming platform con-
ducted the experiment to know 
how users would respond if a cer-
tain function was moved to the 
Premium tier.

"It is a part of our experiment 
to know better the feature pref-

erences of Premium and non-
Premium viewers," it had said in 
a now-deleted tweet.

The company claims to have 
more than 50 million paid sub-
scribers of YouTube Music and 
Premium offerings globally.

The Premium subscription in-
clude features like ad-free view-
ing, video downloads for offline 
consumption, and background 
play, the report said.

Recently, the company had 
introduced handles, a way for 
people to easily find and engage 
with creators and each other on 
the streaming platform.

Handles will appear on chan-
nel pages and Shorts so that they 
will be instantly and consistently 
recognisable.

It will soon be simpler and fast-
er to mention each other in com-
ments, community posts, video 
descriptions, and more.

Warner Ruled Out Of 
India Tests Due To Injury

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Struggling Austra-
lia opening batter David War-
ner was on Tuesday ruled out of 
the remaining two Tests of the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy due to 
an elbow fracture, dealing fur-
ther blow to the visiting team.

Warner will head home to 
Sydney to recover but is ex-
pected to return to India for the 
three-match ODI series after 
the four-match Test series. The 
ODI series begins on March 17 
in Mumbai.

''David Warner has been 
ruled out of the Qantas test tour 
of India and will return home,'' 
CA said in a statement.

''Warner was struck on the 
elbow in the second Test in Del-
hi and sustained a hairline frac-
ture. After further assessment, 
he will require a period of reha-
bilitation which will preclude 
any further involvement in the 
remainder of the Test series.

''It is currently anticipated 
that he will return to India for 
the three One-Day Internation-

als which follow the Test Series.'' 
Warner was substituted by 

Matthew Renshaw in the sec-
ond innings in the second Test 
here with delayed concussion 
symptoms after being struck on 
the grille of his protective bat-
ting helmet by India fast bowler 
Mohammad Siraj in Australia's 
first innings.

That blow came shortly after 
Warner had been struck on the 
arm by another rising delivery, 
with x-rays subsequently con-
firming the left-hander had also 
sustained a hairline fracture of 
the elbow.

The 36-year-old had strug-
gled for form across the first 
two Tests, which Australia lost 
heavily to trail 0-2 in the se-
ries, returning 26 runs from his 
three completed innings.

Australia coach Andrew Mc-
Donald indicated on Monday 
that a decision on Warner's fit-
ness would be coming.

''Warner's still sore at the 
moment. We're in no rush to 
make any decisions at this point 
in time around Davey. Just see-

ing how that settles, how func-
tional that is,'' McDonald had 
said.

Travid Head, who came out 
to bat in Australia's second in-
nings in place of Warner in New 
Delhi, is expected to open along 
with Usman Khawaja in the 
third Test in Indore beginning 
on March 1.

Australia has already lost fast 
bowler Josh Hazlewood (achil-
les soreness) for the remainder 
of the campaign, while fellow 
Test squad members Mitchell 
Starc and Cameron Green were 
absent from the opening two 
matches of the series as they 
recover from finger injuries.

Green is, however, expected 
to be fit to play in Indore. He 
was very close to being select-
ed in the second Test, during 
which he faced fast bowling in 
the nets.

Leg spinner Mitchell Swep-
son is due to return to India and 
rejoin the squad having flown 
home after the opening Test in 
Nagpur for the birth of his and 
partner Jess' first child.

Real Kashmir Defeat 
Aizawl In Dramatic 2-1 Win

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Real Kashmir scripted 
another late comeback victory in 
the I-League here on Tuesday, get-
ting the better of Aizawl FC 2-1.

After a goalless first half and 
a drab first half-an-hour of the 
second half, the game sprang to 
life with Aizawl taking the lead 
in the 75th through Lalramsanga.

But the hosts scored twice in 
the space of five minutes to turn 
the tie around. Jestin George found 
the equaliser in the 79th minute, 
before Samuel Kynshi scored the 
winner in the 84th minute.

Real Kashmir could have taken 
the lead in the seventh minute 
but Kynshi's right-footed free-
kick from just outside the Aizawl 
box did not swing in enough and 
hit near post before going out.

Kynshi also tried to curl in a 
right-footer through the far post in 

the 18th minute, but it went wide.
Aizawl goalkeeper Lalmuan-

sanga's uneasiness with the 
aerial ball became clear in the 
second half and eventually de-
stroyed his team's hopes.

Lalchhanhima Sailo received a 
pass from the right and played a 
nice one-two with Lalramsanga, 
who fired a grounded strike into the 
corner of the net with his left foot.

But the joy did not last long as 
four minutes later, Lalmuansan-
ga spilled Wadudu Yakubu's in-
nocuous lob from far, in spite of 
the fact that nobody was press-
ing on him. George was close by 
and calmly used his left foot to 
make it 1-1.

Real Kashmir settled the is-
sue in the 84th minute as left-
back Akashdeep moved into the 
Aizawl box and managed to cut 
it back for Kynshi, while two de-
fenders were left watching.

Sania Mirza Ends Career 
With Defeat In Dubai

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Sania Mirza closed 
her glorious career with a first 
round defeat at the WTA Dubai 
Duty Free Championships, losing 
the contest in straight sets along 
with American partner Madison 
Keys here Tuesday.

Sania and Keys lost 4-6 0-6 
to the formidable Russian pair 
of Vernokia Kudermetova and 
Liudmila Samsonova in exactly 
one hour.

The 36-year-old Sania, who 
turned Pro in 2003, walks out 
of competitive tennis with six 
Grand Slam titles, including 

three women's doubles with 
Swiss legend Martina Hingis.

She won two of her three 
mixed doubles with compatriot 
Mahesh Bhupathi (2009 Aus-
tralian Open and 2012 French 
Open). She won the US Open 
trophy with Bruno Soares.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The All India Chess 
Federation (AICF) Chess For Ev-
ery One FIDE-rated chess tour-
nament concluded on Tuesday 
at Indoor Hall Polo Ground here. 

Nilanta Chanda of West Bangal, 
Javid Ahmed Mir of Srinagar (J&K) 
and Farooq Faisal of Srinagar 
(J&K) scored 7½ points each, but 
with a better tie break Nilanta 
Chanda secured first place. 

Chanda won 7 games and 
drew 1 to win the tournament 
with 7½ points. He drew with 
Shah Burhan Ahmad in the 
5th round and lost in the final 
round to Farooq Faisal, but won 
all other games. Javid Ahmed 

Mir secured second place and 
Farooq Faisal had to be content 
with third place.

Comrade Parvaiz (Treasurer 
- The Kashmir Chess Club) has 
been organising chess events 
and around Srinagar to promote 
chess. Pavan Rathi (FIDE Arbi-
ter from Telangana) and Arshid 
Ahmad, Senior National Arbiter 
from Srinagar) were officially 
appointed as Chief

Arbiter and Deputy Chief Ar-
biter, respectively.

The Kashmir Chess Club is or-
ganising this event and under the 
auspices of AJKCA, AICF and FIDE. 
This is the second edition of rat-
ing tournament. The event car-
ried a total number of 45 prizes. 

AICF Chess For Every One 
Tournament Concludes 

Ladakh Sets Guinness Record For 
High Altitude Half-Marathon

Press Trust of India

LEH/JAMMU: The Union Territory of 
Ladakh has created history by suc-
cessfully conducting its maiden 21-
km trail running event in sub-zero tem-
perature at 13,862 feet high Pangong 
Tso, which was registered in Guinness 
world record as the world’s highest 
frozen lake half marathon.

Spread across the border of India 
and China, the 700-square kilometer 
Pangong Lake records a temperature 
of minus 30 degrees Celsius during 
winter, making the salt water lake fro-
zen with ice.

The four-hour long marathon start-
ed from Lukung and ended at Maan 
village on Monday with no injury re-
ported to any of the 75 participants, Leh 
District Development Commissioner 
Shrikant Balasaheb Suse told PTI.

Named as the 'Last Run' to remind 

the people about the climate change 
and need to save the Himalayas, the 
marathon was organised by the Ad-
venture Sports Foundation of Ladakh 
(ASFL) in collaboration with Ladakh 
Autonomous Hill Development Coun-
cil, Leh, Tourism Department, Ladakh 
and Leh district administration.

“The first Pangong frozen lake half 
marathon is now officially registered 
in the Guinness book of world re-
cords,” Mr. Suse said.

He said besides spreading the 
message of ecological awareness 
among the stakeholders through 
sports, the marathon was also aimed 
at promoting sustainable winter 
tourism in border villages of eastern 
Ladakh to generate livelihood op-
portunities for residents especially in 
winters which is part of 'vibrant village 
programme' announced by Central 
government.


