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J&K 
Clocks 
Eight 

New 
Covid 

Cases

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
@cbic_india @cbicindia www.cbic.gov.in@cbic @cbicindia  @CBIC INDIA 

Please	Scan	for	details	on	GST	Annual	Returns

31

`

GSTR-9 & 
GSTR-9C

DecemberBefore	Due	Date

Late	�ilin�	of	FORM	GSTR‑9	and	FORM	GSTR‑9C	will	attract	late	fee

*Taxpayers	required	to	�ile	FORM	GSTR‑9
All GST taxpayers having Aggregate Annual Turnover above ` 2 Crore 
(during F.Y. 2021‐22) except the following:

#Taxpayers	required	to	�ile	FORM	GSTR‑9C

      Input Service Distributor        (ii) TDS Deductor           (iii) TCS Collector 
(iv) Casual Taxable Person         (v) Non‐Resident Taxable Person

FILE

December
2022

31

Attention	GST	Taxpayers!
Please	�ile	your	Annual	Return	in	FORM	GSTR‑9*	

#and	FORM	GSTR‑9C 	for	F.Y.	2021‑2022

A self‐certi�ied reconciliation statement in FORM GSTR‐9C needs to be �iled 
along with Annual Return in FORM GSTR‐9 by the taxpayers whose 
Aggregate Annual Turnover is above ̀  5 Crore (during F.Y. 2021‐22)
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Ensure Online 
Services Benefit 
People: LG
‘Govt Schemes, Departments Should Be 
Accountable For Providing All Services To 
Citizens Without Any Interruption And Hassles’

Cold Wave 
Refuses To Relent 
In Kashmir
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Cold wave conditions 
gripped Kashmir as the mercury 
fell by a couple of degrees across 
the Valley to push the minimum 
temperature further below freez-
ing point, officials said on Tuesday.

The minimum temperature on 
Monday night fell by one to two de-
grees compared to the previous night.

The intense cold led to water 
supply lines freezing in several 
areas. The interiors of Dal Lake 
and several other water bodies in 
the Valley also froze, the officials 
said. The minimum temperature 
in Srinagar settled at minus 4.8 
degrees Celsius -- down from mi-
nus 3.5 degrees Celsius on Sunday 
night, the officials said.

Pahalgam, which serves as 
a base camp for the annual 
Amarnath Yatra, recorded a low of 
minus 6.7 degrees Celsius, down 
from minus 5.7 degrees Celsius.

The minimum | More on P10

Azad To Rename 
His Party
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Ghulam Nabi 
Azad-led Democratic 
Progressive Azad Party has 
published a public notice in-
forming people its intention 
to register as a political party.

The public notice is part 
of an elaborate exercise 
parties have to undertake 
before being registered by 
the Election Commission.

The notice published in a 
Hindi and an English daily 
on November 25 and 26 
says that the party has sub-
mitted an application be-
fore the EC for registration 
as a | More on P10

Abdullah's, Mehbooba 
to Join Bharat Jodo Yatra

Observer News Service

Jammu: The Union 
Territory Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha said 
on Tuesday that the govern-
ment departments should 
be accountable for provid-
ing all the services needed 
by the citizens of Jammu 
and Kashmir without any 
interruption and hassles.

“We must utilize the 

potential of e-Governance 
to provide seamless, qual-
ity services any time any-
where. Senior officials 
should also ensure timely 
and quality disposal of 
complaints and nodal of-
ficers to strictly monitor 
disposal of complaints, es-
pecially the quality aspect 
of disposal,” the LG said.

He made these re-
marks during the “LG’s 

Mulaqaat”- Live Public 
Grievance Hearing pro-
gramme, at the Civil 
Secretariat on Tuesday, an 
official spokesperson said.

The LG, he said, heard 
grievances of people and is-
sued direction for their ap-
propriate redressal. Sinha 
also sought details of com-
plaints received on JKIGRAM 
portal from the concerned 
deputy | More on P10

Transfer Tussle Reaches Tribunal

KP Employees Challenge Order 
Barring Transfer From Valley
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Protesting Kashmiri Pandit 
employees have approached the 
Central Administrative Tribunal 
against a Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration order stating those 
granted employment under the 
prime minister's special package 
cannot be transferred.

The move to approach the CAT's 
Srinagar bench comes days after 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha announced 
that the striking employees would 
not be given salaries, a statement crit-
icised by all major political parties.

Kashmiri Pandit employees have 
been on a strike for over seven 
months to demand their "reloca-
tion" from the Valley in view of 

targeted killings by militants.
The protesting employees 

have also sought interim relief 
from being forced to join work 
at their respective postings till 

the government provides them a 
secure work environment and re-
leases their pending salaries. The 
petition filed by Boopinder Bhat 
and Yogesh Pandita | More on P10

PM Modi’s 
Brother Hurt 
In Accident
Press Trust Of India

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 
brother Prahlad 

Modi and family members 
sustained injuries when 
the car in which they were 
travelling met with an 
accident near here, police 
said on Tuesday.
According to sources, 
other than the driver, 
Prahlad Modi, his son, 
daughter-in-law and a 
grandchild were in the car.
They are said to have 
suffered some injuries and 
have been | More on P10

2 Labourers 
Die While 
Cleaning Well

Two labourers 
died on Tuesday 
while cleaning an 

unattended well in Lasjan 
area of the city outskirts.
A medico at SMHS 
hospital confirmed  that 
two workers who were 
brought to the hospital in 
an unconscious state died 
at the hospital.
A local news agency KNT 
quoted sources as saying 
that the two labourers 
were found unconscious 
while cleaning an unused 
well in the Lasjan area. 
They were shifted to SMHS 
Hospital | More on P10

Tanker Falls 
Into Gorge, 
Driver Dead

An oil tanker driver 
died after his 
vehicle fell into a 

deep gorge in Ramban 
district of Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday 
morning. News agency 
GNS quoting officials 
reported that an oil tanker 
bearing registration 
number JK01AJ 9101 
purportedly skidded 
off the road and fell 
into a deep gorge near 
Kalamorh, resulting in on 
spot death of the driver 
identified as Sameer 
Ahmed Rather son of 
Ghulam | More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: All India 
Congress Committee 
(AICC) General 
Secretary (Org)  and 
Member of Parliament, 
K.C.Venugopal Tuesday 
said that all the like-
minded people includ-
ing former chief min-
isters of erstwhile J&K 
State are joining the 
Bharat Joda Yatra in the 
Union Territory.

“It is a happiest mo-
ment for us that Dr 
Farooq Abdullah, his 
son Omar Abdullah, 

Mehbooba Mufti, 
Muhammad Yousuf 
Tarigami among oth-
ers are joining the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
Jammu and Kashmir,” 
Venugopal said while 
addressing a news con-
ference here at Srinagar.

He said that the peo-
ple of J&K are eagerly 
waiting for the yatra, 
saying that the entire 
country is looking for 
J&K BJY yatra. He added 
that every Congress 
worker will be in the 
field to make the pro-
gramme | More on P10

WE MUST UTILIZE THE POTENTIAL OF E-GOVERNANCE to provide 
seamless, quality services any time anywhere. Senior officials should also 
ensure timely and quality disposal of complaints and nodal officers to 

strictly monitor disposal of complaints, especially the quality aspect of disposal.” 

J&K Achieves Milestone, Provides 
444 Services Online: Govt
‘Auto-Appeal And RAS Ensuring Timely Delivery 
And Public Feedback About Services’
Observer News Service

Jammu: Continuing its 
march on the path of pro-
viding E-governance to its 
citizens Jammu and Kashmir 
has been successful in pro-
viding nearly 444 services 
online including all the major 

services commonly availed 
by the people, an official 
spokesperson said Tuesday.

The information, he said, 
was revealed on Tuesday 
in a meeting held by 
Chief Secretary, Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta with the 
Administrative Secretaries 

of all the departments.
On the occasion, he said, 

Mehta commended the IT 
Department for working 
tirelessly towards ‘Digital 
J&K'. The Chief Secretary, he 
said, impressed upon them 
to continue the momentum 
and make | More on P10
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Press Trust Of India

The news of a hot chilli sauce shortages ear-
lier this year due to high temperatures and 
drought in agricultural regions prompted 
warnings to stock up on supplies or forego 

adding this flavour to your food. But what prompts 
people to want to do this in the first place?

We are usually born with an aversion to the sen-
sations like the taste of chilli on our tongue. This 
isn't surprising because the key ingredient in chilli is 
a compound called capsaicin, which causes a painful 
and even burning sensation when it comes into con-
tact with sensitive areas of our skin, eyes and mouth. 
Little wonder that it is also a key ingredient in pep-
per spray.

But in smaller, tolerable amounts, we can adapt 
to the sensations evoked by chilli and find them de-
sirable.

Chilli can even act as a natural opiate, making our 
bodies release endorphins in a similar way to a run-
ner's high.

A taste sensation

We react to capsaicin because we have a family 
of receptors in sensory nerves lining the epithelial 
(outer) layers of our skin, naso-oral and gastroin-
testinal tract. These bind to the capsaicin and relay 
signals to our brain.

These receptors are temperature sensitive and 
respond to heat in addition to being activated by 
capsaicin.

In the case of biting into a chilli pepper, the re-

lease of capsaicin onto our tongue generates a sen-
sation that ranges from mild tingling to burning 
heat, depending on the degree to which we have 
adapted to it.

What distinguishes the sensation compared to 
other flavours for example, salty, sweet and bitter 
is that it continues long after we have swallowed 
the mouthful of food containing the chilli. This is 
because capsaicin is soluble in fat so it is not eas-
ily washed off from its receptors on our tongue and 
mouth by drinking water. In this way, the sensation 
can intensify with further mouthfuls of chilli-con-
taining food.

We experience capsaicin as a burning sensation 
that is amplified when the temperature of the food 
is hot. Our brain interprets this as both pain and ex-
cessive warmth, which is why our facial skin flushes 
and we start to sweat.

Sounds horrible, so why 
do some people love it?

Well, firstly, all that burning 
increases saliva production, a re-
sponse that dilutes the heat as well as 
enhancing the ability to chew the food. 
This also dissolves and spreads other fla-
vours in food around 
the tongue, which 
enhances the per-
ception of these 
flavours.

Some volatile organic 
compounds with flavour can 

also rise up from the back of the mouth to the na-
sal sensors when the food is swallowed. Think of the 
pungent hit of wasabi that comes with sushi or the 
complex mix of aromas in a Thai red curry. Relative-
ly bland food like rice has its flavor increased by the 
addition of chilli.

Another factor is that endorphins are released 
in response to the painful stimulus, which provide 
their own pain-numbing and mood-enhancing ef-
fects. This is a similar situation to people who get 
addicted to running the effect of endorphins re-
leased by prolonged or intense exercise is to reduce 
feelings of pain and make us feel good.

People may increase their consumption of 
chilli as their response to capsaicin recep-
tors adapts and they develop more toler-
ance and preference for the taste and its 
effects.

However, it is possible to have 
too much chilli, shown in the link 

between high daily con-

sumption of chilli (more than 50 grams or three or 
four tablespoons per day) and declines in memory.

Covid and taste

One thing people have noticed as a 
frequent side-effect of Covid infection 
and some antiviral treatment is that their 
sense of taste and smell is temporarily re-
duced or lost.

While this eventually recovers in most 
people, it can go on long after the initial 
illness. This loss of the ability to smell and 
taste flavours in food (anosmia and ageu-
sia) leads to reduced enjoyment and qual-
ity of life.
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No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer,Jal Shakti Department 
Mechanical Irrigation Division Anantnag, 

H/Q Awantipora.
CORRIGENDIUM

DIPK-15654/22
DATED: 27-12-2022

Office Of The Executive Engineer 
Construction Division Kashmir

J&K  SPORTS COUNCIL

Sub: Development of playground near High school Sadunara Sonawari by way of earth 
filling and chain link fencing (District Bandipora).

Ref:  ■ This office allotment No: SC/CDK/319/3493-97 dated: 12/11/2021, Notice No: SC/
CDK/319/671-73 dated: 21/05/2022  & Final call issued vide No: SC/CDK/319/5986-
94 dated: 19/12/2022.

CANCELLATION OF ALLOTMENT

The Contractor/Agency namely Mr. Abdul Rehman Magray was instructed from time to time to resume the work captioned 
above through various notices issued from Division as well as Sub. Div. office. Since the said contractor did not resume 
the work and after issuing notice from this office in respect of the said contractor vide this office No: SC/CDK/319/671-73 
dated: 21/05/2022, the contractor still did not bother to resume the work. Even the said contractor was served a Final 
call through this office No: SC/CDK/319/5986-94 dated: 19/12/2022 for resumption of the work at the said site within 
02 days from the date of issuance of the Final call/ publication of the notice through print media, but the said contractor 
has failed to resume the work at the site as reported by the concerned JE. The allotment for the work viz; Development 
of playground near High school Sadunara Sonawari by way of earth filling and chain link fencing (District Bandipora) 
issued vide this office No: SC/CDK/319/3493-97 dated: 12/11/2021 allotted for an amount of Rs 48,34,877/- in favour of 
Mr. Abdul Rehman Magray S/o Ali Mohd Magray R/o Khanan kangan, Kashmir Regd No. 103/A/CE/KCC/PDC OF 1994-95 
is hereby cancelled forthwith. Besides, the EMD submitted by the contractor in the shape of CDR bearing No: 2900738 
dated: 18/10/2021 for an amount of Rs. 1,46,000/- is hereby forfeited. The bill deposit, if any is also being forfeited and 
shall not be released in favour of the Contractor/Agency. The work done, if any against the work shall not be entertained 
by this office as well. The said Agency is hereby debarred from participation in the fresh tenders to be invited for the 
instant work.

No: SC/CDK/319/6134-40
DIPK-NB-5783/22   Dated: 27 /12/2022

Executive Engineer 
 Construction Divison Kashmir 

J&K Sports Council OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
KPDCL  DIVISION GANDERBAL

Phone/Fax no: 0194-2416236                E-mail:-edgbl123@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Ref:-        e-NIT no: 88 of 2022-23 dated     21/12/2022
        e-NIT no: 89 of 2022-23 dated     21/12/2022

Name of the work:-
1. Improvement of HT/LT Network within jurisdiction of ED Ganderbal under Capex Budget 

UT Component for the Year 2022-23
2. Replacement of  HT/LT  Poles  and wornout conductor at Bugoo Rampora, Pati Rampora, 

Ludwina and Pati Saloora Tulmulla under Capex Budget UT Component for the Year 2022-23

  The rates offered for the material supplied by the Department shall be considered inclusive for load-
ing / unloading and delivery upto site for above referential e-NITs. Further the terms and condition shall re-
main same as laid down in the e-NIT.

No: EDG/ V/  7473-80 /Ts
DIPK-NB-5799/22    Date:      27-12-2022 
                  -sd-

Executive Engineer
           ED-5th Ganderbal

Addicted To Chilli? Here's How It Might Help 
Us Regain Our Sense Of Taste After Covid

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale and Services of Computers 2nd. Floor 
Munir Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar [J&K) , 

Ph.0194-24 77949 , 9419001176,  9419776235 

Sale and Sendee of Laptops. Desktops. 
Printers, Photocopiers. Faxes, ,CCTV 

Cameras, Security System and Refilling of 
all Types of Cartridges, Toners Registered 

Government order Suppliers.
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This Day In History

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 6:06

ZUHR 12:32

ASR 3:51

Magrib 5:33
ISHA 6: 58

•	 1308 -  The reign of Emperor Hanazono, Emperor of 
Japan, begins

•	 1612 -  First observation of Neptune - Galileo observes 
and records a "fixed star" without realising it is a 
planet

•	 1614 Sperm whale beached at Noordwijk
•	 1732 -  1st known ad for "Poor Richard's Almanack" 

(Pennsylvania Gazette)
•	 1781 -  Comte de Rochambeau and Nicolas Luckner 

are the last generals to be made Marshal of France by 
Louis XVI before the Revolution

•	 1828 -  6.8 earthquake strikes Echigo Japan, 30,000 
killed

•	 1832 -  John C. Calhoun becomes 1st VP to resign 
(differences with President Jackson)

•	  1877 - John Stevens, applies for a patent for his flour 
rolling mill. 

•	 1904 - 1st daily wireless weather forecasts published 
(London). 

•	 1908 - Earthquake strikes Messina, Italy, killing nearly 
80,000. 

•	 1914 - Turks are repulsed by the Russians after fighting 
in Armenia for weeks. 

•	 1926 - Imperial Airways begins England-India mail & 
passenger service. 
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From KO Archives
Lolab Clash Claims 4 
Soldiers, 6 Wounded
SI, Top Ikhwani Gunned Down
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR- Four security personnel were 
killed and six others, including an officer, 
were injured in a militant attack in Lolab 
area of Kupwara district this afternoon. Else-

where, a sub inspector of police and a top-ranking 
counter-insurgent were among four people killed in 
various incidents across the state since yesterday.

An ONS report from Baramulla, quoting official 
sources, said four jawans from the army's 32 Rashtri-
ya Rifles camp at Vowra were killed and six others, 
including a junior commissioned officer (JCO) were 
injured in a militant attack at Patushai in Lolab area 
of Kupwara district this after-noon.

The incident took place when the security per-
sonnel were on a routine patrol at about 3.15 p.m. 
Soon after the incident, the security forces cordoned 
off the entire area and launched combing operations 
to flush out the militants.

Unidentified gunmen killed sub inspector of po-
lice, Abdul Aziz Dar (No 3702/NGO) at Magam chowk 
this afternoon, Reports said gunmen fired thrice in 
Dar's head from point blank range, killing him on the 
spot. Dar was a resident of Gotpora, Budgam.

In the recent past, Dar was working as incharge 
police post, Magam, and waspr moted as sub inspec-
tor recently. Reports said he was returning to his of-
fice after receiving his salary. Tension is prevailing 
in the town after the incident with shopkeepers pull-
ing down their shutters.

Suspected militants shot dead a top-ranking 
counterinsurgent at Bulbul Lanker in downtown 
city this evening. He was identified as Niaz Ahmad 
Bhat s/o Abdul Ahad alias ‘Niza Kalar/o Botayar, 
Alikadal. The incident took place at 9.15 p.m. Se-
nior security officials rushed to the spot soon af-
ter the incident. According to CNS, militant group, 
Jaish-e-Muhammad, has owned responsibility for 
the killing.

Police said a militant believed to be the chief 
commander of a Fidayeen group was killed in an en-
counter with the security forces at Lassana bridge in 
Surankot sector of Poonch district yesterday after-
noon. He was identified as Abu Rala. Some arms and 
ammunition were seized from the spot Jammu and 
Kashmir police claimed to have recovered the body 
of an unidentified militant at Lancha in Cool sector 
of Udhampur district yesterday.

Officials said a grenade had reportedly exploded 
in his hand which resulted in his death.

(Kashmir Observer, 28 December, 2000)

In A First, GMC Performs Bone 
Marrow Stem Cell Transplant
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Government Medi-
cal College Srinagar and its 
associated SMHS hospital 
has successfully performed 
its first and milestone Au-
tologous Bone Marrow Stem 
Cell Transplant on in a case of 
high risk multiple myeloma.

According to statement 
issued to Kashmir Observ-
er, a spokesperson said 
the patient was admitted 
in Medical Unit-III of the 
Postgraduate Department 
of Medicine and the whole 
procedure was conducted 
by the qualified and experi-
enced Clinical Hematologist 
Dr. Mir Sadaqat, Assistant 

Professor-Department of 
Medicine and Clinical He-
matology Unit of GMC and 
Associated Super-Specialty 
Hospital Srinagar.

The statement reads the 
procedure involved stem cell 
mobilization, stem cell har-
vesting, myeloablation and 
stem cell rescue.

“The patient remained ad-
mitted for 22 days in the hos-
pital and was discharged after 
successful engraftment of the 
stem cells,” it reads.

It reads it was due to the 
visionary approach of princi-
pal GMC Srinagar Dr Masood 
Tanvir and his administra-
tion along with guidance from 
Dr Rakesh K Koul, HoD Medi-
cine GMC Srinagar, support 

from Dr Mohammad Ismail 
– HoMU-III, mentorship by 
Dr Javid Rasool, HoD Clini-
cal Hematology SKIMS Soura 
and full blood bank support 
from Dr Sheikh Bilal, HoD 
Pathology/Blood Bank and 
Transfusion Medicine which 
made this successful.

“This is the first time in 
the history of GMC Srinagar 
that this type of treatment mo-
dality in a blood cancer patient 
has been provided that too in a 
resource limited setting.”

"By providing such treat-
ment modalities to cancer 
patients will definitely help 
them not only as a standard 
care for a disease but also an 
option which was never avail-
able before."

6 Houses Damaged In Late 
Night Blaze At Dalgate
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: At least six residen-
tial houses were damaged in an 
overnight blaze in Dalgate area 
of Srinagar, officials said here 
on Tuesday.

An official said that fire 
broke out in one of the houses in 
Kunrache area of Dalgate dur-
ing late night hours and soon 
engulfed the nearby houses.

He said soon after the inci-
dent fire tenders reached the 
spot and brought fire under 
control with the help of locals 
and police.

"However, in the incident 
at least six houses were dam-
aged, while the cause of fire 
was not immediately known," 
he said.

Meanwhile, on the direc-

tions of Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad, a team of District Ad-
ministration visited Abi Buch-
wara Dalgate.

On the occasion, the team 
provided immediate assistance to 
the fire victims of 8 families resid-
ing in the houses which got dam-
aged in a massive fire incident.

The team assessed the 
damages caused due to the fire 
incident and expressed sympa-
thy with the affected families 
on loss of property.

On the occasion, an imme-
diate assistance in the form of 
40 blankets, 24 mattresses, 24 
bed sheets and 8 kitchen sets, 
in addition Rs 40,000 were also 
provided to all affected fami-
lies each Rs 5000 out of Red 
Cross fund of District Admin-
istration Srinagar.

Awareness Camp For 
Artisans & Weavers Held 
At Shahr-E-Khaas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: An Exhibition cum 
Awareness Camp for Artisans 
and Weavers of Shahr-e-Khaas 
was held at Marriage Hall 
Near Makhdoom Sahib Shrine 
on Tuesday.

The awareness camp was 
organized by Assistant Direc-
tor Handicrafts and Handloom 
Srinagar, Zahid Rashid in 
which a large number of Arti-
sans and weavers of Shahr-e-
Khaas participated.

On the occasion, the 
participants were apprised 
about various Government 
schemes being implemented 

for welfare and overall socio-
economic development of the 
Artisans and Weavers.

During the programme, 
Authority letters for participa-
tion in the Exhibition were dis-
tributed and various Artisans/
Weavers were registered with 
the Department so that they 
are able to take advantage of 
various Government schemes.

Among others, Lead Dis-
trict Officer JKBank, Man-
ager Cluster 2nd  JKBank 
Zoonimar, Manager JK Bank 
Islamia College Hawal and 
Chief Designer School of De-
sign also participated and 
sensitized the participants re-
garding various schemes.

Workshop On E-Governance 
Initiatives Held In City
Observer News Service

Srinagar: With a view to improve 
the effectiveness of the day to 
day Governance and make pub-
lic services delivery mechanism 
face-less, paper-less, seamless  
and hassle free in a prompt man-
ner, a workshop /interaction 
session for District and Sectoral 
Officers of Srinagar District was 
held at DC Office Complex here 
on Tuesday.

The programme was pre-
sided over by Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad while Advisor, IIT 
Jammu Professor Manoj Ku-
mar Aggarwal was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion.

During the interaction 
various aspects outlining the 
agenda of the interaction pro-
gramme were deliberated upon 
threadbare including improve-
ments seeming in citizens ser-
vice delivery system, e-Office 
and e-Governance initiatives 
taken by Government, effec-
tiveness of citizen’s participa-
tion on Jan Bhagidari Portal, 
besides early hiccups and re-
dressal strategies.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Advisor, IIT Jammu, Pro-
fessor Manoj Kumar Aggarwal 
also shared his views and took 
a detailed appraisal about on-
line service mechanisms ad-
opted by various Departments 
in Srinagar District.

Professor Manoj took de-
partment wise feedback from 
Officers of Revenue, Rural De-
velopment, SMC, FCS&CA, 

Agriculture, Horticulture and 
other Departments and was in-
formed about the various digital 
interventions being implement-
ed and further software ugrada-
tions incorporated in the exist-
ing applications and websites to 
overcome the earlier hiccups.

He was also apprised about 
the measures required for fully 
switching over to digital inter-
face in implementation of day 
to day Government schemes 
and services to citizens in pub-
lic friendly mode.

Addressing the Workshop, 
the Deputy Commissioner said 
that the purpose of organizing 
such a Workshop is to improve 
the effectiveness of the Gover-
nance with prime objective to 
make services face-less, paper-
less, prompt and hassle free in 
an effective and efficient man-
ner so that Citizens do not face 
any inconvenience.

The DC said many initia-
tives have been undertaken by 
the Government to improve the 
public service delivery mecha-
nism to ensure responsiveness 
and accountability, transparen-
cy in every Department, besides 
increasing the participation of 
people in policy making by em-
powering them with the right 
information at the right time.

While underscoring the 
need for transition of Govern-
ment Websites to user friendly 
mobile versions the DC empha-
sized on making collaborative 
efforts to achieve the goal of end-
to-end services in all e-Gover-
nance services to eliminate the 
need of physical intervention.

Police Arrests 6 ‘Criminals’ 
For Extorting Money
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Police have arrested 
6 alleged criminals for extort-
ing money from people in Sri-
nagar outskirts.

The arrests have been made 
by the Zakura police station.

   Srinagar police in a tweet 
said that 6 members of a crimi-
nal gang involved in robberies 
were arrested.        

The police said that the mo-

dus operandi of the gang was to 
threaten and extort money from 
people using toy pistols, Walkie 
Talkie sets, and other articles.

The police said that two 
vehicles used by the gang for 
criminal activities have also 
been seized.

A case vide FIR number 
94/2022 has been registered 
under relevant sections of law 
in Zakura police station in 
this regard.

LCMA Demolishes Illegal 
Constructions In Various Areas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Enforcement 
Wing of Lake Conservation 
& Management Authority 
(LCMA) today undertook a 
demolition drive in the areas 
of Beigh Mohalla Ashaibagh, 
Old Nishat, Arabal Shalimar, 
Kral Mohalla Shalimar, Bag-
wanpora and General bagh 
Khatidarwaza.

During the drive, one con-

crete platform, one 2nd storey, 
three Plinths and one room/
compound walling, were de-
molished/ removed.

Moreover, illegally 
dumped earth filling in the 
area of Karpoora to the Bo-
tanical Garden was also re-
moved on spot.  Further, legal 
action against the violators 
was also initiated. Police 
Contingent from PCR was 
accompanying the drive.

People within LCMA 
Jurisdiction are time and 
again warned not to resort to 
any illegal construction/ en-
croachments within LCMA 
Jurisdiction. Further, be-
fore taking any construction 
work in hand they are re-
quested to get proper build-
ing permission from the com-
petent Authority, otherwise, 
strict action shall be taken 
against the violators.



R
ecent develop-
ments in Saudi, 
Iran seems to be 
on an upswing 

and may lead to a better 
understanding amongst 
two old foes besides un-
folding a new regional and 
global security paradigm

It seems as if in this 
winter season, the ice be-
tween two largest Muslim 
countries i.e. Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran have started 
melting. One claims to be 
the leader of the Sunni 
domination, while the 
other is the Shiite leader. 
Though this difference 
doesn’t hold any impor-
tance in the difference of 
opinion between the two 
on various regional and 
global issues.

However, it seems 
that the current Saudi 
dispensation, led by 
Crown Prince Moham-
mad bin Salman is ready 
to forget the old enmity 
and forge a new relation-
ship with its old foe.

This development also 
comes in the background 
of strained relations be-
tween the U.S. and Saudi 
Arabia, on the issue of oil 
pricing and supply and de-
fence cooperation.  

Last week, the Ira-
nian side also showed 
signs of reconciliation 
when Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian met with 
his Saudi counterpart, 
Prince Faisal bin Far-
han Al Saud, in Jordan. 

Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian announced that 
Tehran is ready to reach 
an agreement with West-
ern powers regarding its 
nuclear file if "red lines 
are respected."

In a tweet, Amir-Abdol-

lahian stated that he had 
a "friendly conversation" 
with his counterparts in 
neighbouring countries on 
the sidelines of the second 
Baghdad Conference for 
Cooperation and Partner-
ship in Jordan, adding that 
that he met the foreign 
ministers of Jordan, Iraq, 
Qatar, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia at the event, adding 
that the Saudi minister as-
serted his country's readi-

ness to continue dialogue 
with Iran.

Saudi-Iran Relations
Saudi Arabia cut-off 

relations with Iran in 2016 
after Iranian protesters at-
tacked the Saudi Embassy 
in Tehran. The demonstra-
tors were upset over Saudi 
Arabia executing Shiite 
cleric Nimr al-Nimr. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran 
have long been at odds 
over numerous regional 
issues, perhaps most 
prominently Iran’s nucle-
ar program. The two coun-
tries are also on opposite 
sides of the Yemen civil 
war, with Saudi Arabia 
backing the international-
ly recognized government 
and Iran supporting the 
Houthi rebels. 

In 2021, officials 
from Saudi Arabia and 
Iran began holding di-
rect talks - facilitated by 
Baghdad  - in an effort 
to reduce tensions. The 
bilateral dialogue contin-
ued in 2022 also. 

Previously, Iraq host-

ed the fifth round of Saudi-
Iran talks in April. There 
have been no rounds since 
then. In June, then-Iraqi 
Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi said the talks 
had made “remarkable 
progress.” Iran delayed a 
sixth round of talks with 
Saudi Arabia in August 
due to the political insta-
bility in Iraq at the time. 

Regional wire service 
Amwaj Media reported 

earlier that Saudi Arabia 
stopped the dialogue with 
Iran. This was due to con-
cerns over Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia 
al-Sudani, who replaced 
Kadhimi in October, ac-
cording to Amwaj. 

Kadhimi had a pro-US 
outlook, whereas Sudani 
is an ally of Iran-backed 
political forces in Iraq. Su-
dani said he hoped to con-
tinue hosting the dialogue 
upon taking office. 

In December, The As-
sociated Press had also 
reported that the dialogue 
had come to a halt. Citing 
Iraqi officials, the AP said 
that Iran felt that Saudi 
Arabia was instigating the 
widespread anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran. 

Amir-Abdollahian’s 
tweet is therefore signifi-
cant because it seemingly 
signals that the dialogue 
could be back on. 

Minister of Security 
Esmail Khatib said, in an 
interview to the website 
of Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei, that "our 

fate and the rest of the re-
gional countries are inter-
connected."

The Iranian FM was 
accompanied in Amman 
by his deputy Ali Bagheri 
Kani Ali Bagheri. 

A m i r - A b d o l l a h i a n 
held a two-hour meeting 
with Josep Borrell and 
Enrique Mora, the Euro-
pean Union's foreign pol-
icy officials.

US-Iran tussle
Iranian Foreign Min-

ister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian announced that 
Tehran is ready to reach 
an agreement with West-
ern powers regarding its 
nuclear file if "red lines 
are respected."

"In the past two to 
three months, the US 
made hypocritical state-
ments and took action 
that did not match their 
words," the FM said about 
the nuclear talks.

Washington "has re-
peatedly claimed it is ready 
to take the final step of all 
parties returning to the 
agreement in Vienna, but 
they behaved hypocritical-
ly in the media," he added.

A m i r - A b d o l l a h i a n 
stated that the parties to 
the talks are returning to 
"realism," noting that if 
"red lines are respected, 
we are ready to take the 
final steps to reach an 
agreement."

Analysts feel that Sau-
di Arabia is seeking an end 
to direct and indirect Irani-
an attacks on its territory, 
while Tehran wants better 
diplomatic relations with 
the Gulf due to Iran’s eco-
nomic problems and also 
to create a wedge between 
Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed States. 

It is expected that nor-
malisation of ties between 
the two biggest Muslim na-
tions may lead to greater 
regional stability, besides 
an increase in the influ-

ence of the middle-eastern 
bloc in global politics. 
This may lead to a further 
refresh of the U.S. policy 
for the region, because if 
the two nations come to-
gether then it may trans-
late into a more demand-
ing and assertive bloc, 
challenging the American 
policy and strategy in the 
region, which seems to 
have faltered recently. 

Views expressed in the 
article are the author’s 

own and do not necessarily 
represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir 
Observer

Asad Mirza is a political 
commentator based in 

New Delhi. He was also 
associated with BBC 

Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes 

on Indian Muslims, 
educational, international 

affairs, interfaith and 
current affairs. He can 

be contacted on www.
asadmirza.in
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Pandits’ Dilemma

K
ashmiri Pandits are continuing their protest 
in Jammu over the issue of rehabilitation. The 
Pandit employees are demanding their reloca-
tion to Jammu till the time Kashmir Valley 

is safe for their return. However, the administration 
wants them to rejoin their duties in the Valley. Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha said employees who do not 
work, would not be paid, a statement that has drawn flak 
from some major politicians and political parties. Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh said that Pandits shouldn’t be 
forced to go back to the Valley at a time when they faced 
threat to their lives.  “I would say that if there is a threat 
to even one life, even a dozen offices could be shut," Dr 
Jitendra Singh told media in Jammu. 

Singh’s opinion was echoed by Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
the leader of Democratic Azad Party, who sought posting 
of Pandit employeesto Jammu till there was no threat to 
their lives in Kashmir. The politicians have drawn the line 
around the safety of Pandit employees. And rightly so.  

After targeted killings of the minorities and the mi-
grant labourers over the last three years, Kashmiri Pan-
dits have received fresh threats from the militants. The 
threat to Pandits follows the one against Kashmiri jour-
nalists which led to resignation of about five journalists 
from their jobs. The Resistance Front (TRF) has asked the 
Valley's Hindus to leave the region, saying that non-locals 
and Kashmiri Hindus were taking away jobs and land in 
Kashmir. In fact, the list of Kashmiri Pandits, the TRF 
plans to target is the same one that the government had 
decided to employ under the prime minister's scheme. 

This has been a source of deep concern for security 
agencies and also among the people. The disclosure of 
names is being seen as a big breach of security as ques-
tions are being raised as to how the TRF got access to 
this confidential document. The Jammu and Kashmir 
police have taken cognizance of the threat and begun an 
investigation, which hopefully should reveal the truth. 

However, the government needs to take the threat 
very seriously. So far, twenty four people have been 
killed in Kashmir over the last year, the victims in-
cluding Kashmiri Pandits, migrant labourers and secu-
rity personnel returning for holidays to their homes. 
This has created a fraught situation. According to an 
estimate, there are around 8000 minority employees 
including Kashmiri Pandits who are posted in Kash-
mir. Hence the serious concern expressed by the vari-
ous political parties including also by Kashmiri Pandit 
groups is understandable.  

Pandit employees are demanding that the govern-
ment waive off the bond requiring them to remain per-
manently posted in Kashmir. This has created a tricky 
situation for the administration which wants all Kash-
miri Pandits to return to Kashmir . But may be, we need 
to wait for it for sometime more. Kashmir has to be made 
safer before this happens. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Why Family ID?
Fadheelah Riyaz

J
ammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha announced recently that every family in Kash-
mir will be given a unique 8-digit alphanumeric fam-
ily ID. The ID will consist of a database containing 

digitally stored, relevant information about families.
Sinha, at a press conference, claimed that the objective 

of the ID is to make welfare benefits directly accessible to 
poorer families. “We want to ensure that the poverty-strick-
en families are enrolled for government schemes with mini-
mal human interference,” he said.

Many states have proposed, or in the case of Haryana 
and Punjab, already implemented a similar ID. Haryana 
launched the Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP)  plan in 2019, and 
Punjab followed suit in 2021. Utter Pradesh recently intro-
duced the UP Parivar Kalyan card, which draws its inspira-
tion from Haryana’s PPP. Rajasthan also has the Jan Aad-
haar card which identifies both families and individuals for 
financial subsidies.

While the BJP has welcomed the proposal in the UT, 
mainstream opposition parties such as the PDP and Nation-
al Conference have opposed it.  The family ID proposal is, on 
the surface, completely non-threatening and Kashmiris may 
even benefit from it. The opposition’s claims that Kashmir 
is being specially targeted appear baseless, as other states 
have created similar databases.

However, the family ID seems redundant as the Aadhar 
card, the ration card, and the PAN card all supply social ser-
vices directly to poverty-stricken households. 

The Aadhar card, especially is the most secure and effi-
cient form of identification in the country. World Bank Chief 
Economist Paul Romer described Aadhaar as "the most so-
phisticated ID programme in the world". 

In addition, the Aadhar Act, passed in 2016, already fa-
cilitates the delivery of financial subsidies, benefits, and 
services to the eligible digitally. The Direct Benefit Trans-
fer (DBT) scheme transfers subsidy money to Aadhar-linked 
bank accounts. 

Despite appearing transparent about the ID, the regional 
government has been deliberately vague about the purpose 
of another identifier. The family ID is being described as 
more speedy, efficient, and comprehensive than its predeces-
sors. But, why should the government propose a new and ex-
pensive project instead of improving upon the existing IDs? 
Unless the ID performs another function entirely, which has 
been conveniently omitted in the official statement.

The author studies in 9th class 
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K
ASHMIR has witnessed 
many suicides in the past 
week. While our heart aches 
for the departed souls, many 

are indulging in unnecessary and in-
sensitive shaming of the suicide vic-
tims. It is true that suicide has to be 
discouraged and as muslims it is to be 
avoided at all costs. However, in talk-

ing about suicides our focus should 
be on helping people rather than 
shaming them. What good does it 
bring to you or the dead if you shame 
them in their departure as well?

Yes, it is unfortunate. However, 
if you’re truly so abhorred by the act, 
why not actually constructively cre-
ate a dialogue around mental health 

issues. Instead of shaming people for 
lack of imaan, why not find a way to 
bring Islamic lense of mental health 
teachings to our society?

e need to realise that more the 
circumstances driving one to sui-
cide, it is mostly mental health issues 
that encourage people to take to such 
extremes. The need of the hour is to 

educate people about mental health 
issues, use religious knowledge to 
bring awareness around psychology, 
health, well being and try to raise is-
sues of systemic discrimination that 
might be pushing people to the edge.

Tania Saeed
Tanias@rediffmail 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Be Sensitive Towards Those Who Died By Suicide 

Saudi-Iran 
Ties on Mend

It is expected 
that normalisation 

of ties between the 
two biggest Muslim 
nations may lead to 
greater regional 
stability, besides an 
increase in the 
influence of the 
middle-eastern bloc in 
global politics. This 
may lead to a further 
refresh of the U.S. 
policy for the region, 
because if the two 
nations come together 
then it may translate 
into a more demanding 
and assertive bloc

Asad Mirza

Saudi Arabia cut-off relations with Iran in 2016 after 
Iranian protesters attacked the Saudi Embassy in Tehran. 

The demonstrators were upset over Saudi Arabia executing 
Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr. 
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By this malignity for your own false respect 
and reputation you try to build a house of fire 

which surely will burn you to ashes in due course 
of time. In a sincere relationship, words are not 
only enough, make sure you stay true to your 
word and keep your promises all the time

KASHMIR OBSERVER

SINCERITY
Soul and Spirit of a Relationship

Iffat Nazir

In today's world, sincerity is very 
costly. It is extremely rare to 
find a truly honest person with 
whom you can share innermost 

thoughts and secrets
As human beings, relationships 

are crucial for survival and suste-
nance of the human race.  As we 
live life on this planet, we all are 
connected by certain bonds of con-
sanguinity and contiguity with our 
family and friends (respectively) 
that make life worth living and en-
joying. As we grow, we just not only 
learn from parents but more from 
the people with whom we have built 
our relations and associations. But 
each kind of relationship has its own 
requirements as well as rules for 
success and survival. What I mean 
is that no relationship can flourish 
solidly without sincerity. It is by this 
virtue only that we can lay the foun-
dation of a strong and everlasting 

relationship. This desire character-
ized by the lack of feelings of deceit, 
pretensions, hypocrisy and dishon-
esty can build a solid and genuinely 
happy relationship. Sincerity, based 
on honest behavior and truthful-
ness in dealing with other people, 
is the essence of lifelong happy 
friendship. Being sincere in all your 
relationships is no doubt an uphill 
task, but not an impossible one. This 
kind of virtue forces you to question 
and evaluate your own thoughts as 
to what extent they are filled with 
truth and honesty with relation to 
other people's welfare.

Many people lie to maintain good 
relations with others, but this is 
not good. No matter how tough it 
is, better to tell the stark truth than 
to stab someone from the back-
side with poisonous falsehood. Of 
course, there are situations which 
force you to break certain rules and 
avoid moral scruples, but it must be 
remembered that such a solution of 

false nature will save a person only 
in the short term, and will hurt him/ 
her in the long run. It is better to be-
have in a harsh manner, rather than 
to arouse false hopes with unlimited 
interpretations.

In today's world, sincerity is very 
costly. It is extremely rare to find 
a truly honest person with whom 
you can share innermost thoughts 
and secrets. In this darkest time, 
try to be a person of integrity and 
secrecy to become someone who is 
both trustworthy and respected for 

his confidentiality. What wrenches 
your heart is when people destroy 
the sanctity of relations by gossip-
ing and revealing your secrets co-
vertly to others for the purpose of 
selfish motives and gains. This kind 
of practice is always unfair. When 
you gossip, you defame someone 
else's name. By this malignity for 
your own false respect and reputa-
tion you try to build a house of fire 
which surely will burn you to ashes 
in due course of time. In a sincere 
relationship, words are not only 

enough, make sure you stay true’ to 
your word and keep your promises 
all the time. Don't build castles in 
air; be humble and sincere enough 
to offer only what you can deliver. 
This responsibility of realizing what 
you have offered in words and trans-
forming them into real actual ex-
perience can create heaven out of 
hell. In any circumstances, sincerity 
ought not to be compromised at any 
cost. What makes you feel bad in a 
relationship with other people and 
for which your conscience rebukes 
you must be avoided. Relations and 
friendships are priceless, and no one 
should try them to weigh against 
material possessions of this mortal 
world. We all should have a deep 
and everlasting faith in true and sin-
cere relations for the greater good of 
each one of us.

While sincerity and honesty 
builds relationships, insincerity and 
deceit destroys the very soul and 
spirit of a relationship. We are living 

in an age where people are pursuing 
self-interests at the expense of oth-
ers. Believe me the world could end 
with hurting people and there are 
already a lot of people who are suf-
fering from deep wounds inflicted 
by those close to them.

Let’s bring true sincerity in all our 
relations to make yourself and the 
person you love happier and more 
comfortable without asking for 
anything in return. Have the cour-
age and strength to speak up and 
express your dislike towards a cer-
tain situation. Be sincere enough 
to open up and to never hide your 
fears, questions and objections that 
concern your relationship and jeop-
ardize its peace.

Iffat Nazir is a BA 6th Semester 

Student at Govt. Degree College 

Sogam (Lolab), 

Kupwara with an interest in 

Oratory and Poetry. Feedback at 

ifatnazir627@gmail.com

5 Wintry Books To Read During Long Nights

Liz Rosenberg

Winter solstice brings the short-
est day and longest night of the 
year in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. It’s a great night to 

spend reading.
I’ve taught English and creative writing 

in snowy Binghamton, New York, for more 
than 40 years – reading, writing, review-
ing and judging books all the while – so it’s 
never hard for me to find something to read. 
Only to choose.

To save you the same indecision, I’ve 
picked five books for the darkest time of the 
year.

1. Henry David Thoreau, “Walden Pond” (1854)
Thoreau’s “Walden Pond” is America’s 

most celebrated nature book, filled with 
the author’s observations of the woods near 
Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. 
“Walden” begins in July, but Thoreau wel-
comes winter in some of the book’s most 
beautiful passages.

“The north wind had already begun to 
cool the pond,” Thoreau writes, when he 
“went into winter quarters.” Not that he 
stayed indoors much.

Most of us won’t stretch out face down 
“on ice only an inch thick,” as Thoreau re-

ports doing, but we can read about him do-
ing it while staying warm. Thoreau noticed 
frozen bubbles, stacked “like a string of 
beads” or “silvery coins poured from a bag.” 
He catalogs – how he loves cataloging! – the 
colors of the pond, from “transparent” to 
dark green to “opaque and whitish or gray.” 
In winter he burned pine, decaying stumps, 
hickory, dry leaves and logs he’d dragged 
home while skating across the pond. Fuel 
provided him warmth, cooked food and 
company. “You can always see a face in the 
fire,” Thoreau wrote.

In winter he welcomed rare humans, such 
as fellow writer Louisa May Alcott’s father, 
Bronson. But mostly he encountered foxes, 
squirrels, chickadees, jays and a barred owl 
that he described as the “winged brother 
of the cat.” Thoreau delights in the sound 
of the ice booming in a thaw and describes 
moonlit rescues of hikers he escorted back 
to the edge of civilization.

The five chilly chapters of “Walden” 
comprise a winter sampler for those who 
haven’t read this mighty book — and for 
those returning to it.

2. Robert Frost, “The Poetry of Robert Frost”
No poet sang of winter like poet laure-

ate and New Englander Robert Frost. In 
his great “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 

Evening” he pays homage to winter’s 
solitude:

“Between the woods and frozen lake/
The darkest evening of the year.”

“The Poetry of Robert Frost” weighs in 
at more than 600 pages. “You Come Too,” a 
beautifully curated edition of poems for the 
young, is less than 100.

Both books contain popular midwinter 
favorites. Even their titles suggest the poet’s 
strong connection to winter: “Looking for 
a Sunset Bird in Winter”; “A Hillside Thaw” 
(“Ten million silver lizards out of snow!”); 
“Good-by and Keep Cold”; “A Patch of Old 
Snow.”

In “Birches,” Frost writes of branches that 
turn raindrops into ice crystals melted by 
sunlight.

Shattering and avalanching on the snow-
crust –

Such heaps of broken glass to sweep away
You’d think the inner dome of heaven has 

fallen.
Frost’s poems are easily memorized and 

lovely to read aloud over any blustering 
gales.

3. Dylan Thomas, “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” 
(1952)

As Frost wrote for all ages, so did Dylan 
Thomas in “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” 

– available in its original Tiffany blue New 
Directions paperback edition, decorated 
exquisitely with illustrations by Ellen 
Raskin – a winter’s poem made to be 
sung. We can even hear the poet chanting 
it aloud on his 1952 recording.

One need not be Welsh to love Thomas’ 
seaside childhood. One need not even cel-
ebrate Christmas.

“One Christmas was so much like an-
other,” the poem opens, “that I can never 
remember whether it snowed/for six days 
and six nights when I was 12/or whether 
it snowed for 12 days and/12 nights when 
I was six.”

4. Italo Calvino, “If on a Winter’s Night a 
Traveler” (1979)

Italo Calvino bundles magic, metafic-
tion, philosophy, danger and love into 
“If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler.” It’s 
Calvino’s most mystifying work, challeng-
ing readers’ assumptions about reading 
and storytelling.

Not exactly a novel, it comprises the first 
chapter of 10 invented novels by 10 imagi-
nary authors. Is it still winter? a reader may 
wonder. Was it ever winter?

As Calvino admits, “The only truth 
I can write is that of the instant I am 
living.”

5. James Fenton, “A Garden from a Hundred 
Packets of Seeds” (2002)

Some gardeners spend all winter dream-
ing. Others spend it busily planning.

“A Garden from a Hundred Packets of 
Seeds” proposes a radically old-fashioned 
approach – to grow a garden simply sprung 
from seed. Author James Fenton explains, 
“[S]imple-mindedness was a part of what 
I was after: buy a packet of nasturtium 
seeds and plant them, grow some very tall 
sunflowers – this is what gardening should 
be all about.”

A garden doesn’t need expensive starter 
plants or even a plan. The great question in 
life, as well as with gardens, is: What do I 
want to grow?

Winter unearths simplicity – the stark 
black-and-white vista it presents, the bare-
boned landscape. It encourages readers to 
follow suit by ridding themselves of the 
extraneous and making room for life. As 
the celebrated saying goes, “If you choose 
not to find joy in the snow, you will have 
less joy in your life but the same amount 
of snow.”

Besides, as December ends, we turn the 
corner toward light.

By arrangements with The Conversation
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Ensure Online
commissioners, senior officials and directed for 

prompt redressal of grievances in a transparent 
and effective manner.

“Grievance disposal mechanism should be 
constantly upgraded with the help of technol-
ogy to fulfill aspirations of people and to resolve 
issues within a time-frame. We have been real-
izing very satisfactory results and need to work 
with complete dedication to provide the neces-
sary services to the citizens equitably with ease,” 
Sinha said.

The LG, the spokesperson said, instructed all 
the Administration Secretaries and DCs to ensure 
that all the online services are functioning ef-
ficiently and benefits of the services reaching to 
the common man.

On the grievance of Yawer Mohi-ud-Din of 
Bandipora pertaining to the sanctioning of 
Education assistance in favour of his son, the 
LG, he said, directed the School and Higher 
Education departments to ensure that no eli-
gible beneficiary is deprived of the benefits of 
education assistance.

Similarly, the spokesperson said, while ad-
dressing a grievance of Sofyan Ahmed from 
Doda concerning incomplete School Building 
at village Trankhal of Doda, the LG directed the 
concerned Deputy Commissioner to ensure 
remaining work is completed in a time-bound 
manner.

On the grievance of Bashir Ahmad from 
Golad, Mendhar, Poonch regarding installation 
of Transformers, the DC Poonch was directed for 
immediate resolution of the issue.

“The government schemes and departments 
should be accountable for providing all the ser-
vices needed by citizens without any interrup-
tion and hassles”, the LG said.

KP Employees
is likely to be listed for hearing after the tri-

bunal resumes functioning on December 30.
They have challenged sub-rule 4 of rule 4 

of the Jammu and Kashmir Kashmiri Migrants 
(Special Drive) Recruitment Rules, 2009, which 
provides that “in case the appointee migrates 
from valley again for any reason whatsoever, 
he shall lose the job without any notice and 
shall stand terminated”.

The application filed by the protesting em-
ployees read, “The targeted killings make it 
crystal clear that the respondents (JK admin-
istration) have failed to provide a secure envi-
ronment to Kashmiri Pandit employees at their 
respective place of posting but the said rule is 
jeopardising the life and safety of the Kashmiri 
Pandit employees which is clearly violative of 

the right to life provided under Article 21 of the 
Constitution of India and as such deserves to be 
set aside along with the related stipulations in 
the form/agreement.”

They have also demanded the quash-
ing of sub-rule 6 of rule 6 the Jammu and 
Kashmir Kashmiri Migrants (Special Drive) 
Recruitment Rules, 2009, which provides that 
“the appointee under these rules shall have 
to work within Kashmir and shall not be eli-
gible for transfer outside the valley under any 
circumstances.”

The applicants have called for the passing of 
directions to stop the administration from tak-
ing any adverse action against migrant employ-
ees who are not able to join their duties owing 
to the threat to their lives and well-being.

Around 3,000 Kashmiri Pandit employees 
have been sitting in protest over the killing of 
Rahul Bhat, who was gunned down by terror-
ists inside the tehsil office in Chadoora town in 
Budgam district of central Kashmir on May 12 
this year.

LG Sinha’s recent remark that reserved cat-
egory (Dogra) employees cannot be transferred 
to Jammu and those (KP employees) sitting at 
home will not get salaries drew sharp reactions 
from the political parties of the Union territory.

All major parties in Jammu and Kashmir, 
including the BJP, came out openly in support 
of Kashmiri Pandit and Dogra employees and 
backed their demands for “relocation” from 
Kashmir in view of targeted killings by mili-
tants and a transfer policy.

Union Minister of State in Prime Minister’s 
Office Jitendra Singh had on Saturday said, “My 
personal opinion is that nothing can be more 
valuable than a human life...If there is a threat 
even to one life, it is better to save that life even 
if it means closing down a dozen offices.”

Cold Wave
temperature in the ski-resort town of 

Gulmarg in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district 
was minus 5.9 degrees Celsius.

In the frontier Kupwara district, the mini-
mum temperature settled at minus 4.8 degrees 
Celsius while Qazigund, the gateway town to 
the Valley, recorded 3.6 degrees Celsius, the of-
ficials said. Kokernag recorded a low of minus 
2.9 degrees Celsius.

Although there was brief snowfall in 
Pahalgam and adjoining areas in south 
Kashmir, the Valley is going through a dry spell 
with no major precipitation forecast till the 
end of December.

Kashmir is currently in the grip of ‘Chilla-
i-Kalan’ -- the 40-day harshest winter period 
when a cold wave grips the region and the 

temperature drops considerably, leading to the 
freezing of water bodies as well as water sup-
ply lines in several parts of the Valley.

The chances of snowfall are the most fre-
quent and maximum during this period. Most 
areas, especially in the higher reaches, receive 
heavy snowfall.

‘Chillai-Kalan’ begins on December 21 and 
ends on January 30. The cold wave continues 
even after that with a 20-day-long ‘Chillai-
Khurd’ (small cold) and a 10-day-long ‘Chillai-
Bachha’ (baby cold) following it.

Abdullah’s, Mehbooba
a grand success.
“This yatra is national Padyatra, our leader 

Rahul Gandhi has already announced that 
come what may, he will go entire route of the 
country including J&K,” he said, adding that to-
day a meeting was held in Srinagar to review 
the preparations for the yatra while the party 
leaders also met the Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha yesterday. “It was a good meeting 
with LG Manoj Sinha. He offered all sort of co-
operation for this yatra,” he said.

“I am very happy to say that Dr Farooq, Omar 
Abdullah, Mehbooba Mufti, (Yusuf) Tarigami 
among others are ready to join the yatra, which 
is the happiest moment for us. All like-minded 
people are joining the yatra and every day the 
impact of the yatra is increasing,” he added.

Pertinently, K.C.Venugopal MP and J&K 
Incharge Rajani Patil MP held detailed discus-
sions on the upcoming Bharat Jodo Yatra with 
Party leaders here in Srinagar today. AICC 
General Secretary (Org) also received feedback 
with regard to ongoing preparations and ar-
rangements being made for the successful con-
duct of Yatra.

K.C.Venugopal had a brief discussion about 
the mobilization while terming the Yatra a 
socio-political initiative to protect the idea of 
India. He declared that people from different 
political parties believing in the core ideology 
of INC will join this Yatra, as that, the Yatra was 
hope for all Indians.

Azad To Rename
“political party” under relevant provisions of 

the Representation of the People Act.
“...if anyone has an objection to the registra-

tion of ‘Democratic Progressive Azad Party’, 
they may send their objections, with reasons 
thereof to the Secretary (political party)” of 
the EC within 30 days of the publication of the 
notice.

The notice was put on the EC website on 

Tuesday.
Once a party applies for registration, the po-

litical party division of EC scrutinises the docu-
ments and asks it to publish a notice in news-
papers for people to know and file objections, 
if any.

If there are objections with merit, the party 
office-bearers are asked to respond. Otherwise, 
the EC calls them for a personal hearing before 
granting registration to the party.

In September, the former Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister had floated the Democratic Azad 
Party after quitting the Congress. Later, he had 
decided to rename the party.

The political veteran is facing disquiet in his 
party after he had expelled several senior lead-
ers recently.

J&K Achieves
each and every service provided to the citi-

zens in digital mode for ease of living and erad-
ication of corruption.

“He told them to usher the UT into an envi-
ronment where its citizens would carry offices 
in their pockets and avail any services without 
having to physically visit any of the office,” the 
spokesperson said.

Mehta, he said, maintained that the contact-
less administration not only ensures transpar-
ency and accountability but swiftness also. He 
said that the CS observed that the technology 
happens to be panacea for all the evils and J&K 
envisages to utilize the IT/ITes for optimum  
empowerment of its population as per the vi-
sion of LG administration.

In the meeting, the spokesperson said, it was 
given out that the number of online services 
provided by Planning Department shot to 411 
in addition to 33 services integrated on the 
Rapid Assessment System (RAS).

“Moreover 195 services had already been in-
tegrated with the feedback system out of these 
411 online services. It was said that some 103 
more services are going to be made RAS com-
plaint shortly,” he added.

It is pertinent to mention here that the syn-
chronization with auto-appeal for the services 
of few departments has generated encouraging 
results with 99% applications disposal within 
the stipulated time frame as per the Public 
Services Guarantee Act (PSGA). The system not 
only ensures timely delivery of services but pe-
nalizes those officers/officials found failing in 
doing so.

The UT administration, the spokesperson 
said, is soon going to integrate all its online 
services with the auto-appeal so that all the 
services are provided to its citizens as per the 

timelines specified in PSGA for these services 
for the benefit of one and all.

PM Modi’s
shifted to JSS Hospital for treatment.
As per the police, the injuries are said to be 

“minor” in nature.
The incident happened near Kadakola 

around 1.30 PM when their car, on the way to 
Bandipur, is said to have hit the road divider.

Mysuru Superintendent of Police Seema 
Latkar has visited the spot and the hospital, 
sources said.

A doctor at the hospital said, “all were sta-
ble with minor injuries when they came, they 
were immediately attended and are out of 
danger without any major bleeding. X-rays and 
CT scans have been done…only the child has 
suffered a small fracture on left leg tibia, but 
it is not major and is being treated.” Member 
of Parliament from Mysuru-Kodagu constitu-
ency Pratap Simha, who visited the hospital 
too, said the family that was on a private visit 
had sustained “minor” injuries, and the child 
has suffered a minor fracture, and is undergo-
ing treatment.

Speaking to reporters he said, “Prahlad Modi 
has suffered a minor scratch on his face noth-
ing other than that, there is nothing to worry, 
he is fine and talking. His son too has suffered 
minor injuries and is doing fine. His daughter-
in-law has suffered a minor cut on her eyebrow 
on one side, she is being treated. All are fine 
and conscious. The grandchild’s bone below 
the left knee is fractured, but is stable.” Prahlad 
Modi’s other daughter was in another car and 
she is fine, Simha said, “for observation, they 
will be in the Hospital today. With the grace of 
goddess Chamundeshwari all are doing fine.” 
According to Simha, the incident might have 
occurred as the driver is said to have felt a bit 
drowsy for a while.

A case has been registered in Mysuru South 
police station.

2 Labourers 
where doctors declared them dead.
The victims have been identified as 45 years 

old Zakir Ahmed of Poonch and 38-years old 
Talib Ahmed, a resident of Gool Gulabgarh

Tanker Falls
Mohammad, a resident of Hariparigam Tral. 

“A rescue operation was soon after launched at 
the site by J&K Police, Civil QRT Ramban, SDRF 
and Army at the site”, the officials said.

Delhi Colder Than Dharamshala, Nainital; Fog 
Blots Out Sun In Parts Of Northwest India
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi: Parts of the national 
capital reeled under a cold wave 
on Tuesday as its minimum tem-
perature fell below that of hill sta-
tions Dharamshala and Nainital.

With a high windchill factor -- 
a measure of the rate of heat loss 
from skin that is exposed to the 
air -- in play, cold day conditions 
prevailed in some parts of the 
city such as Palam and Jafarpur.

A cold day is when the mini-
mum temperature is less than or 
equal to 10 degrees Celsius below 
normal and the maximum tem-
perature is at least 4.5 degrees 
below normal. A severe cold day 
is when the maximum is 6.5 de-
grees or more below normal.

The Safdarjung observatory, 
Delhi's primary weather station, 
logged a minimum temperature 
of 5.6 degrees Celsius -- a notch 
below normal. The maximum 
temperature settled at 17.2 de-
grees Celsius, three notches be-
low normal.

In comparison, the minimum 
temperature in Dehradun was 
recorded at 7 degrees Celsius, 
Dharamshala at 6.2 degrees 
Celsius, and Nainital at 7.2 de-
grees Celsius.

Meteorologists attributed the 
sharp drop in day temperatures 
to frigid north westerly winds 
barrelling through the plains 
and reduced sunshine due to 
foggy weather.

Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent (meteorology and climate 
change), Skymet Weather, said 
a western disturbance led to a 

fresh spell of snowfall in the 
mountains on December 25-26 
and cold northwesterly winds 
are now sweeping through the 
plains after its retreat.

He said the wind chill factor 
was also high.

Palawat said coldwave condi-
tions in northwest India would 
abate from Wednesday under 
the influence of a fresh western 
disturbance. However, the relief 
is likely to be short lived.

The sun was blotted out in 
large swathes of northwest 
India as a dense to very dense 
fog prevailed in some parts of 
the National Capital Region, 
Haryana, Punjab, west Uttar 
Pradesh, and north Rajasthan.

In the national capital, vis-
ibility fell to just 50 metres and 
affected road traffic and train 

movement. An intense cold 
wave gripped entire Himachal 
Pradesh as minimum tempera-
tures dropped to below freezing 
point at most places.

The minimum temperatures 
dipped 10-12 degrees below 
freezing point in high altitude 
tribal areas, mountain passes, and 
other higher ranges, while several 
other places reeled under lower 
reaches of sub-zero temperature.

Keylong in tribal Lahaul valley 
recorded minus 7.9 degrees, fol-
lowed by Kusumseri minus 5.0 
degrees, Kalpa minus 3.6 degrees, 
Manali minus 0.6 degrees, and 
Bhuntar minus 0.4 degrees.

Solan and Shimla recorded 
a minimum of 2.3 and 4.5 de-
grees Celsius, in that order. The 
cold wave conditions are likely 
to continue, according to the 

weather department.
The local MeT office has pre-

dicted light rainfall at isolated 
places in lower, mid, and higher 
hills on Thursday and rains at 
isolated places and in mid-hills 
and rains or snow at isolated 
places in higher hills on Friday.

Fog shrouded many parts of 
Punjab and Haryana where in-
tense cold weather conditions 
continued on Tuesday.

In Haryana, Narnaul shivered 
at 1 degree Celsius, four degrees 
below normal, according to a 
report of the Met centre here. 
In Punjab, Bathinda experi-
enced cold weather conditions 
at 1.4 degrees Celsius. Amritsar 
recorded a low of 5 degrees 
Celsius while Ludhiana's mini-
mum was 6.6 degrees Celsius.

Severe cold conditions 

prevailed in Rajasthan as well. 
However, the regional weather 
office has predicted the possi-
bility of a slight increase in the 
minimum and the maximum 
temperatures from Wednesday.

Coldwave conditions also 
crippled Kashmir as the mercury 
fell by a couple of degrees across 
the Valley to push the mini-
mum temperature further below 
freezing point, officials said.

The minimum temperature 
on Monday night fell further 
down by 1-2 degrees compared 
to the previous night.

The intense cold led to water 
supply lines freezing in several ar-
eas. The interiors of Dal Lake and 
several other water bodies in the 
Valley also froze, the officials said.

The minimum temperature 
in Srinagar settled at minus 4.8 
degrees Celsius -- down from 
minus 3.5 degrees Celsius on 
Sunday night.

According to the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD), 'very dense' fog is when 
visibility is between 0 and 50 
metres, 51 and 200 metres is 
'dense', 201 and 500 'moderate', 
and 501 and 1,000 'shallow'.

In the plains, the IMD de-
clares a cold wave if the mini-
mum temperature dips to four 
degrees Celsius or when the 
minimum temperature is 10 de-
grees Celsius or below and is 4.5 
notches below normal.

A 'severe' cold wave is when 
the minimum temperature dips 
to two degrees Celsius or the 
departure from normal is more 
than 6.4 degrees Celsius.

Khurshid Likens Rahul To Lord Ram, 
BJP Says Cong Puts Devotion To 
Family Above Devotion To God, Nation
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moradabad/New Delhi: 
Senior Congress leader 
Salman Khurshid has likened 
Rahul Gandhi to Lord Ram 
and described him as "su-
perhuman" and a "yogi doing 
tapasya" as he lauded the for-
mer party chief for his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, evoking sharp crit-
icism from the BJP.

Slamming the opposition 
party leaders for their show 
of "sycophancy", the BJP said 
comparing a person out on 
bail in a corruption case, a ref-
erence to the National Herald 
probe, to a God worshipped 
by so many people not only 
hurts the feelings of Hindus 
but also the entire society.

The Congress leader, how-
ever, remained unfazed and 
defended his remarks. "No 
one can replace God but ev-
eryone can try to walk the 
path shown by him. Why 
should anyone object if I say 
someone is following that 
path," he said on Tuesday.

Khurshid later told PTI, "I 
am willing to say whatever 
they believe I have said. Have 
I said that Rahul Gandhi is like 
Ram? Have I said it? I am will-
ing to say it."

While BJP spokesperson 
Gaurav Bhatia targeted the 
Congress at a press confer-
ence following Khurshid's re-
marks, another party spokes-
person Shehzad Poonawalla, 
in a swipe at Congress lead-
ers, said they put "parivaar ki 
bhakti" (devotion to family) 
above "bhagwaan and rashtra 
ki bhakti" (devotion to God 
and nation).

The Congress must apolo-
gise for hurting Hindu senti-
ments, Poonawalla said.

Khurshid, a former Cabinet 
minister, also likened 
Congress workers to Lord 
Ram's brother Bharat.

Talking to reporters in 
Moradabad on Monday, 
Khurshid, who is the state 
coordinator of the yatra, said, 
"Rahul Gandhi is superhu-
man. While we are freezing 
in the cold and wearing jack-
ets, he is going out in T-shirt 
(for the Bharat Jodo Yatra). 
He is like a yogi, he has called 
himself so, doing his 'tapasya' 
(penance) with focus."

Drawing a parallel with Lord 
Ram and his brother Bharat, 
Khurshid said, "Lord Ram's 
'khadau' (wooden slipper) 

goes very far. Sometimes 
when Ram ji is not able to 
reach, Bharat takes his 'kha-
dau' and goes to places. Like 
that, we have carried the 'kha-
dau' in Uttar Pradesh.

"Now that 'khadau' has 
reached Uttar Pradesh. Ram 
ji will also come, this is our 
belief."

He was responding to a 
question about the Gandhi-
led yatra not passing through 
Uttar Pradesh till now.

Asked about BJP's reac-
tion to his remarks, Khurshid 
told reporters on Tuesday, "If 
I believe somebody is follow-
ing the path shown by God, 
then what will I say if I have 
to praise him? How do you 
praise a person if he has at-
tained such a height? Isn't 
this said that he is like God? 
No one can replace God but 
everyone can try to walk the 
path shown by him.

"Why should anyone object 
if I say someone is following 
that path and that people can 
again see the story they asso-
ciate with God. If the BJP has 
never seen a good man, then 
it's their problem."

Speaking to PTI, Khurshid 
clarified that whatever he said 
was only in praise of Lord Ram 
and asked if he is not allowed 
to do so.

"I have said that in our 
mythology, religious beliefs, 
wherever Lord Ram did not 
go, his brother carried his 
Khadau," he said.

Similarly, "if the yatra 
doesn't come to parts of UP, 
we are here to carry the mes-
sage," he said.

BJP spokespersons, howev-
er, alleged that the Congress, 
when in power, had ques-
tioned the existence of Lord 
Ram and accused its leaders 
of repeatedly riding rough-
shod over Hindu sentiments.

"Salman Khurshid in his 
attempt to clarify remains 
defiant about his outrageous 
analogy between Prabhu 
Ram & Rahul! Heights of 
Parivar Bhakti that you even 
put Bhagwan Bhakti & Desh 
Bhakti aside

"Will Salman ji ever make 
similar analogies for other 
faith? Can he?" Poonawalla 
tweeted.

The yatra will enter Uttar 
Pradesh on January 3 through 
Loni in Ghaziabad. It will then 
pass through Baghpat and 
Shamli to enter Haryana.

More Snow In Store For Buffalo After Blizzard 'For The Ages'
AGENCEIS

Buffalo: Storm-battered Buffalo 
braced Tuesday for fresh snow 
while still striving to recover 
from an epic blizzard that killed 
at least 34 people, stranded oth-
ers in cars for days and shut-
tered the city's airport.

The National Weather Service 
predicted that as much as 2 inch-
es (2.5 to 5 centimeters) of snow 
could fall Tuesday in Erie County, 
which includes Buffalo, the 
second-largest city in New York, 
with about 275,000 residents.

While that's nothing like the 
massive storm that dropped over 
4 feet of snow in some places 

starting on Christmas Eve, "any 
additional snowfall that Buffalo 
may continue to have today is 
going to be impactful," said lead 
forecaster Bob Oravec.

"The biggest impact is going to 
be how it hinders the removal of 
the previous snowfall," he said.

The rest of the United States 
also was reeling from the fero-
cious winter storm, with at least 
an additional two dozen deaths 
reported in other parts of the 
country, and power outages in 
communities from Maine to 
Washington state.

In Buffalo, the dead were 
found in cars, homes and 
snowbanks. Some died while 

shoveling snow, others when 
emergency crews could not 
respond in time to medical 
crises. County Executive Mark 
Poloncarz called the blizzard 
"the worst storm probably in 
our lifetime," even for an area 
known for heavy snow.

Mayor Byron Brown's office 
announced seven additional 
storm-related deaths Tuesday, 
bringing Buffalo's total to 27, 
along with at least seven subur-
ban fatalities.

Trisha LoGrasso and her fam-
ily were still huddled around 
a space heater in a makeshift 
hut in her Buffalo living room 
Monday. She was without heat 

because of a gas leak, the tem-
perature inside the home was 42 
degrees (5.5 C), and burst pipes 
left her with no running water.

"I've lived here my whole life, 
and this is the worst storm I've 
ever seen," the 48-year-old said.

President Joe Biden offered 
federal assistance Monday to 
hard-hit New York, while Gov. 
Kathy Hochul toured the after-
math in Buffalo her hometown 
and called the blizzard "one 
for the ages." Almost every fire 
truck in the city became strand-
ed Saturday, she said.

Hochul, a Democrat, noted 
the storm came a little over 
a month after the region was 

inundated with another "histor-
ic" snowfall. Between the two 
storms, snowfall totals are not 
far off from the 95.4 inches (242 
centimeters) the area normally 
sees in an entire winter season.

The National Weather Service 
said the snow total at the 
Buffalo Niagara International 
Airport stood at 49.2 inches 
(1.25 meters) at 10 a.m. Monday. 
Officials say the airport will 
be shut through Wednesday 
morning.

Some 2,872 domestic and 
international U.S. flights were 
canceled Tuesday as of about 8 
a.m. Eastern time, according to 
the tracking site FlightAware.
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A NOMAD CARRIES A SHEEP on his shoulders through the busy commercial hub of Lal 
Chowk on Tuesday.    KO PHOTO, ABID BHAT

Section 144 In Pattan Areas 
For 2 Days From Today
‘No Permission Granted To Programme By Shia Association At 
Kanterbugh To Prevent Imminent Danger To Life, Property’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The administration 
in North Kashmir’s Baramulla 
district on Tuesday imposed 
restrictions under Section 144 
in Pattan area in view of a re-
ligious gathering called by 
Jammu and Kashmir Shia As-
sociation.

The prohibitory orders un-
der Section 144, banning gath-
ering of four or more people, 
was issued by the District 
Magistrate Baramulla on Tues-
day to prevent any imminent 
danger to life and property.

“It has been reported that 
the venue of the programme, 
Imambarah Kanterbugh Gund 
Khawaja Qasim in Singhpora 
has always remained a bone 
of contention between the two 

rival groups and there is every 
apprehension that law and or-
der situation may arise if the 
permission is granted in favour 
of one of the groups to conduct 
the schedule program,” reads 
the order issued by DM.

It adds that the Superin-
tendent of Police, Baramulla, 
while citing circumstances 
and assessment of ground 
situation, has recommended 
not to grant permission for the 
said programme.

“Now, in order to maintain 
the peace and tranquility and 
to prevent imminent dan-
ger to life and property, there 
shall remain section 144 CrPC 
enforced in the areas includ-
ing Gund Khawaja Qasim and 
Kanterbugh of Tehsil Singhpo-
ra in Pattan,” the order reads.

It added that no assembly 
or congregation (s) of four or 
more persons shall be allowed, 
no procession shall be allowed 
in the villages, no person, oth-
er than a member of Armed 
Forces/Police/Magistrate or 
a public servant duly autho-
rized or on duty, shall carry 
firearms or an article capable 
of being used as a weapon of 
offence and no person (s) shall 
use loudspeaker (s) or any am-
plifying sound for making a 
speech or any announcement 
for any other purpose whether 
a moving vehicles (s)or other-
wise except with prior permis-
sion of competent authority.

The restrictions shall remain 
in force from 7:00 PM on 27-
12-2022 to 7:00 AM on 29-12-
2022, the order added.

Tarigami Calls For United Struggle For 
Restoration Of Democratic Rights In J&K

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Senior CPI(M) leader 
M Y Tarigami on Tuesday said 
all non-BJP parties should 
come together to press the 
Election Commission to hold 
assembly elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir early.

"One more year is draw-
ing to close but the assembly 
elections are nowhere in sight 
and the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir are being deprived of 
a popular government which 
is their elementary constitu-
tional right," Tarigami, who is 
also convener and spokesper-
son of the People's Alliance for 
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), 
told PTI here.

He expressed surprise over 
the "studied silence" of the Elec-
tion Commission on the polls.

He regretted that the oppo-
sition parties have forgotten 
the people of this part of the 
country who are "facing an 
unabated onslaught" on their 
rights since the abrogation of 
Article 370 and division of the 
erstwhile state into two Union 
territories in August 2019.

"The delimitation process 
and revision of electoral rolls 
were completed but there 
is still uncertainty over the 
timing of the assembly elec-
tions. There are reports about 
preponement of panchayat 
elections which cannot be a 
substitute to the Legislative 
Assembly," he said and asked 
what happened to the promise 
of restoration of statehood to 
Jammu and Kashmir?

He said the BJP government 
is not confident of the people's 
mandate and is using delaying 
tactics and thrusting changes 
without the consent of the 
people in various laws through 
the lieutenant governor-led 
administration.

Not Shocked, Says 
Mehbooba On Pragya’s 
'Knives' Remarks

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: PDP president Me-
hbooba Mufti on Tuesday said 
she was "not shocked" at BJP 
MP Pragya Thakur's remark 
made at an event in Karnataka 
exhorting Hindus to keep at 
least kitchen knives "sharp" to 
respond to any attack.

Speaking at the Hindu Jagara-
na Vedike's South Region annual 
convention at Shivamogga in 
Karnataka on Sunday, the BJP MP 
from Bhopal told her audience to 

give a befitting reply to anyone 
who "infiltrates our house".

"Keep weapons in your 
homes, if nothing else, at least 
knives used to cut vegetables, 
sharp...Don't know what situa-
tion will arise when....Everyone 
has the right to self protec-
tion. If someone infiltrates our 
house and attacks us, giving a 
befitting reply is our right ," she 
had said.

Mehbooba Mufti said she 
was "not shocked that a BJP 
MP openly calls for genocide of 
muslims & exhorts her follow-
ers to sharpen their knives".

"In Kashmir, merely stat-
ing the obvious & truth invites 
UAPA but GOI will convenient-
ly ignore her statements since 
this appeals to their mass base," 
Mehbooba said in a tweet.

Mock Drill For Covid 
Preparedness Conducted 
Across J&K

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Keeping pace with 
other parts of the country, 
healthcare institutions of Jam-
mu and Kashmir Tuesday con-
ducted mock drill regarding 
Covid preparedness to assess 
the key facilities and logis-
tics requisite to deal with any 
emerging situation due to the 
pandemic.

Secretary, Health and Medi-
cal Education Department, 
Bhupinder Kumar, monitored 
and supervised the conduct of 
Mock Drill exercises conduct-
ed across the UT to check the 
functionality in respect of key 
facilities and logistics for CO-
VID management in healthcare 
institutions.

After reviewing the status of 
activities carried out at differ-
ent healthcare institutions and 
assessing the data uploaded on 

the national portal, Secretary 
expressed satisfaction over 
successful completion of mock 
drills carried out by the health-
care institutions and their pre-
paredness for the COVID.

The exercise included check-
ing of Oxygen General Plants 
installed at different locations, 
availability of machinery and 
equipments, availability of drugs, 
diagnostics and other COVID lo-
gistics. All the healthcare insti-
tutions were found to be in the 
state of preparedness to tackle 
any upsurge of COVID cases in 
the UT of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Head of the Departments 
and Chief Medical Officers of 
the all the districts were issued 
instructions to ensure that the 
equipments which were found 
non-functional should be got 
repaired immediately and all un-
available logistics are arranged 
and kept in sufficient stock.

Azad Joins Christmas 
Celebrations In Udhampur

 Observer News Service

JAMMU: Democratic Azad Par-
ty Chief Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
Wednesday joined the Chris-
tian community to celebrate 
the Christmas in Udhampur. 
On the occasion, Mr Azad said 
that India’s strength lies in its 
true diversity and it is reflected 
in colourful festivals across the 
country throughout the year. 
“In our country we celebrate 
festivals from all religions since 
we are diverse in nature. We 
respect all religions and our 
constitution gives freedom 
to all human beings to prac-
tice the religion of his or her 
choice,” he said.

Azad said that extremism is 
the real danger to our secular-
ism and we all citizens of coun-
try must hold together the secu-
lar values. He said no one should 
encourage extremism since In-
dia is a home to all religions.

“We all pray in our own ways 
but our secular values have kept 
us united as nation,” he said.

On the occasion special 
prayers were arranged by the 
community led by Bishop Sa-
toash Thomas, Bishop Ash-
ish Matto, Bishop Sadiua and 
chairman Rajan Sabharwal.

People from all walks of life 
joined the function and prayed 
for the humanity in general 
and country in particular.

Skilling Of Youth Key To Deal With Unemployment: Chief Secy
Asks Youth To Come Forward To Seek Skills For Self Employment To Earn Their Livelihood

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta Tuesday 
remarked that the skilling of 
youth in relevant trades is the 
key to tide over the problem of 
unemployment in the UT.

Mehta was speaking in a 
meeting to discuss the ways 
and means of skilling and ca-
pacity building of youth with 
the stakeholders.

The meeting was attended 
by Principal Secretary, Skill De-
velopment Department (SDD); 
Commissioner Secretary, RDD; 
Director IIM, Jammu; Deputy 
Commissioners; MD, NRLM; 
Director, SDD; representatives 
from Banks and other con-
cerned officers.

On the occasion, Dr Mehta 
impressed upon the officers to 
map skill gap in districts as per 
employment potential   and ex-
pected areas of investment. He 
asked them to impart skills to 
every youth as par aptitude and 
willingness. He called for im-
parting skills that are relevant 
in the market and help the per-
son in gainful employment.

The Chief Secretary issued in-
structions  for making a robust 
mechanism to skill those youth 
identified during the recently held 

outreach programmes of ‘Back to 
Village' and ‘My Town My Pride'. 
He stressed on providing right 
skills to these youth identified 
from Panchayats and Local Bodies 
so that they happen to be an in-
spiration for others. He reiterated 
that investments worth around Rs 
60000 crores are coming to UT in 
next few years under Single Win-
dow System and it would open 
doors for thousands of youth to 
gain employment.

Dr Mehta further maintained 
that the LG administration has 
evolved a multi-pronged strat-
egy to provide employment to 
the youth of J&K. He stressed on 
the need to skill every young-
ster in the UT so that gainful self 
employment avenues become a 
reality and youth become  suc-
cessful entrepreneurs with 
guidance and support from the 

government. He also elucidated 
that it is also the endeavour of 
the government to upskill youth 
in high value skills so that they 
are able to seize employment in 
any part of the globe.

He urged the educated youth 
to come forward for gaining 
rightful skills in the best of the 
skill institutes for earning their 
livelihood in a respectable man-
ner. He observed that J&K has 
dozens of skill institutes includ-
ing those of National repute like 
IIT, IIM, NIT and more than half 
a dozen Universities. He told 
them to utilize this opportunity 
for making themselves worthy 
enough to earn jobs of their 
choice. He made out that for the 
people with the right skill sets, 
there is no dearth of  opportuni-
ties and their earnings.

The Principal Secretary, SDD, 

Dr Asgar Hassan Samoon gave 
a detailed presentation on the 
strategy formulated by his de-
partment for skilling of youth. 
He threw light on various as-
pects and avenues where skill-
ing of youth could fetch them 
better returns. He also set out 
the investment trends to be 
witnessed in the next 5 years 
and the scope of employment 
in different sectors in both the 
divisions of J&K.

Dr Samoon also gave insights 
about the trainings to be started 
by the department to upskill the 
youth identified in the recently 
concluded Back to Village-4 
programme. He asked the Dep-
uty Commissioners to facilitate 
these youth to get skilled in dif-
ferent trades in the trainings to 
be started in the first week of 
January next year.

It was divulged that hundreds 
of MoUs have been signed till 
date for establishing industrial 
units in the UT.  It was given out 
that more than 3.37 lakh skilled 
and semi-skilled workers are 
estimated to be required in J&K 
in the sectors of Trade, Tour-
ism & Hospitality, Education & 
Health, Real estate/Infrastruc-
ture, Manufacturing, Food pro-
cessing, Construction and ITes 
in the future.

It was further revealed that 
more than 85000 students are 
targeted by different govern-
ment departments and skill 
imparting agencies in the first 
phase. It includes training of 
around 11696 students by SDD, 
11371 by RDD, 10840 by IT De-
partment, 6834 by Mission 
Youth, 5544 by Handloom, 5539 
by Social Welfare, 4811 by High-
er Education, 4284 by Health, 
4226 by Tourism, 4073 by KVIB, 
3012 by EDI, 2920 by Agricul-
ture, 2177 by Home, 2115 by 
Transport, 2039 by Handicrafts, 
1846 by Tribal Affairs, 1040 by 
FCS&CA, 869 by SKUAST, and 
584 by I&C Departments.

It was said that the SDD will 
act as the central agency for 
maintaining MIS, act as link be-
tween departments and agen-
cies like NIESEBUD, and SSCs 
for syllabus, study material, 
identification of certified train-
ers, identification of infrastruc-
ture, registration of students 
on the portal, assessment, cer-
tification and post certification 
assistance. Further SDD will al-
locate a pool of experts within 
the Department who will assist 
the government to achieve the 
vision & mission of imparting 
quality training to the youth of 
Jammu and Kashmir

CBC’s 3 Day Multimedia 
Exhibition Inaugurated 
In Udhampur

Observer News Service

RAMNAGAR: District Develop-
ment Council, Chairman Ud-
hampur, Lal Chand Tuesday 
inaugurated a 3 day ‘Multi-
media Exhibition’ on Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav & Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes organized 
by the Central Bureau of Com-
munication (CBC), Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, 
Government of India, Regional 
Office, Jammu, in Ramnagar.

The multimedia exhibi-
tion mounted at Town Hall , 
Ramnagar is part of various 
outreach activities being orga-
nized by CBC, Jammu in UTs of 
J&K and Ladakh.

The 3-day long exhibition 
showcases the freedom strug-
gle of India through a series of 
photo exhibits as well as audio-
visual media. Apart from this, 
special section in the exhibition 
has been dedicated to 8 Years 
of Seva, Sushasan, Garib Kalyan 
wherein the achievements of 
the government across vari-
ous sectors in the last 8 years 
including in Jammu & Kashmir, 
have been highlighted. Separate 
corner for Azadi Quest-recently 
launched online educational 
video games and Swaraj – a 75 
episodic mega serial portray-
ing stories of unsung heroes of 
India’s freedom struggle is also 
part of the exhibition display.

The aim of the multimedia 
exhibition is to generate aware-
ness among the masses regard-
ing the various initiatives & 
welfare programmes of Govern-
ment of India. It is an effort to 
familiarize people with the ob-
jectives and vision behind Amrit 
Mahotsav and how people can 

be a part of the campaign.
In his address DDC Chair-

man, Udhampur appreciated 
the efforts of the CBC, Jammu 
in organizing the multimedia 
exhibition and urged people 
to visit the exhibition. He also 
exhorted youth especially stu-
dents to visit the dedicated 
corners for Azadi Quest and 
Swaraj and download the video 
game for an insight into the 
freedom struggle of India.

Lal also emphasized that all 
voters have the responsibility 
to attend the Gram Saba and 
formulate the plans for the de-
velopment at Panchayat level.

Joint Director, CBC, Jammu, 
Ghulam Abass while welcom-
ing the guests gave a detailed 
overview of the functioning, 
structure and working of CBC, 
in the twin UTs of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh. He also 
briefed the audience about vari-
ous outreach activities that will 
be organized during the event.

Abass said that these pro-
grammes are being organized 
so that people get benefits of 
various public welfare schemes 
of the government.

Expert lectures from the rep-
resentatives of Agriculture, Hor-
ticulture, Sheep Husbandry , SBI 
and Handloom on the imple-
mentation of the Central Spon-
sored Schemes of concerned 
departments were conducted 
during the inaugural day.

Dr. Udhey Bhanu, Principal 
Govt. Degree College Ramnagar 
delivered  address on the Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav. He lauded 
the role of the CBC in generat-
ing awareness regarding wel-
fare schemes and programmes 
of the government of India.

Minor Dies As 
Vehicle Skids 
Off The Road
SRINAGAR: A minor lost his 
life while two other family 
members were injured in 
a road accident in Zawoora 
area of Shopian district on 
Tuesday.

An official told the news 
agency—Kashmir News Ob-
server (KNO) that a vehicle 
skidded off the road and 
fell down into a deep gorge 
in Zawoora.

He said in the incident 
one child died on the spot, 
while two others were 
injured and they have been 
shifted to district hospital 
Shopian.

He identified the boy as 
Janu Shakeel son of Shakeel 
Ahmed of Shopian while 
the injured were identified 
as Gulshana Bano wife of 
Ab Rashid and Nusrat Jan 
wife Riyaz Ahmed.

Meanwhile, Police have 
taken cognizance of the 
incident.

DC Kulgam Reviews R-Day 
Celebration Arrangements

Observer News Service

KULGAM: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat on Tuesday 
reviewed the arrangements 
for the celebrations of Repub-
lic Day function 2023 during a 
meeting of officers held here at 
the mini-secretariat, here.

The DC on the occasion in-
structed the officers to put in 
place elaborate arrangements 
for smooth conduct of this Na-
tional function.

The meeting held threadbare 
discussions on arrangements 
to be put in place at the venue 
including security, seating, car 
parking, transportation and 
illumination of buildings, re-
freshments besides accommo-
dation for the participants.

It was decided that the main 

function will be held at District 
Police Lines where the Na-
tional Flag will be unfurled by 
the chief guest followed by the 
parade comprising contingents 
of JKP, CRPF, NCC, police band, 
women contingent, NCC and 
schoolchildren.

The DC issued strict instruc-
tions to all concerned depart-
ments to make advance ar-
rangements for smooth conduct 
of Republic Day celebration.

The concerned departments 
were asked to make heating ar-
rangements keeping in view the 
prevailing cold weather condi-
tions, for trouble-free rehears-
als and final day celebration.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers and agencies 
to maintain close coordination 
while making arrangements 
for the national function.

Govt Picks Dr 
Angamuthu As 
Member UTLAC
SRINAGAR:  Government on 
Tuesday ordered that Dr. M. 
Angamuthu (IAS), Chairman, 
APEDA, New Delhi shall also be 
the Member of the Union Terri-
tory Level Apex Committee for 
recommending a suitable policy 
regime for promotion of export 
oriented agricultural commodities 
from the Jammu & Kashmir

Apart from the terms of reference 
mentioned in government order on 
August 30 this year, the govern-
ment, according to order, also set 
additional goals and targets for next 
5 years for the Union Territory Level 
Apex Committee. They include 
increase agricultural exports from 
190 Crores to 3000 Crores from J&K; 
diversify export base and increase 
high value and value added agricul-
tural exports; promote “Brand JK” 
for its uniqueness and quality and 
promote novel Ethnic, Traditional, 
Organic and Non-Traditional agri-
cultural products as well as enable 
and empower Farmers for Export 
opportunities. (GNS)
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4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora Srinagar-190015
c

Ref. No. CSK/DCC-66/2022-23/1721                                                                               Dated:-15-Nov-2022

General Secretary
SD/-

CANCER SOCIETY OF K ASHMIR .

    

Subject:	-	 Notice for inviting tenders for Anti Cancer Drugs
and other related supportive drugs etc. 

(TENDER NOTICE)

Group-A  Anticancer Drugs Annexure A

1. Sealed tenders in two cover bid system affixed with Rs.10/ - Revenue 

Stamps are invited for and on behalf of Chairman Cancer Society of 

Kashmir from Manufacturers/Firms/Companies/Stockists/Authorised 

distributers for one year W.e.f. date of approval of rate contract which 

must reach this office by or before 01 -12-2022 for the following groups.

 

        

 

Group-B Colostomy / Urostomy / ilosetomy Bags Annexure B
 

Group-C Surgical Items / Supportive Drugs Annexure C
 

be entertained.

3. The tenders should be addressed to the Chairman Cancer Society of 

Kashmir 4-Baghi Islam Colony Lalnagar Chanapora.

  
2. The tenders should be accompanied with Earnest Money Deposit for Group 

“A” of Rs. 1.00 lac, for Group “B” Rs, 60,000/ - & for Group “C” Rs, 10,000/ -

in shape of CDR/FDR to be drawn on any Nationalized/Scheduled Bank 

pledged to the Cancer Society of Kashmir. Without which tenders shall not  

4. Tenders should invariably be submitted in two Bid System containing two 

parts as detailed below:-

 

    

5. Detailed tender notice along with list of drugs can be had from CSK office on 

all working days from 10:00 Am to 04:00 Pm. 
6.

Authorised distributor shall enclose copy of authorisa tion letter of the 

concerned company.

 7. CSK reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/tenders without assigning 

any reason thereof. On acceptance of tender and its communication to the 

successful tenderer, the same shall be binding upon the successful t enderer 

with immediate effect.

Part I  ------  Techno Commercial Bid in separate sealed cover

Price Bid/Financial Bid for all groups in another sealed cover.Part II  ------  

                        Both sealed covers to be put in outer cover.
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As Climate Change Progresses, 
Trees In Cities Struggle
Agenceis

As the driest summer in Se-
attle's record books end-
ed, trees across the city 

were sounding silent alarms.
It was the latest in a 

string of Seattle summers 
in the last decade, includ-
ing a record-breaking heat 
dome in 2021, to feature 
drier conditions and hotter 
temperatures that have left 
many trees with premature 
brown leaves and needles, 
bald branches and excessive 
seeding - all signs of stress.

You see it in big leaf 
maples and hemlocks, just 
loaded with cones or seeds, 
it's kind of their last-ditch 
effort to reproduce, said 
Shea Cope, an arborist at 
Washington Park Arbore-
tum, a sprawling 230-acre 
(93 hectare) park north of 
downtown.

This summer was fatal for 
three significant trees in the 
park's pine collection, in-
cluding an 85-year-old Japa-
nese red pine infected with 

fungus left by beetles.
We're losing conifers 

faster than our broad leaf, 
deciduous ones, Cope added 
as he surveyed a towering 
knobcone pine with half its 
canopy dead.

Cities worldwide have 
promised to plant more 
carbon-absorbing trees to 
help fight climate change. 
Research has shown the 
shade of mature trees also 
helps reduce unhealthful 
heat islands, especially in 
poor neighbourhoods.

President Joe Biden's 
Inflation Reduction Act in-
fused USD 1.5 billion into 
the Forest Service's urban 

tree programme money for 
cities to do even more plant-
ing and maintenance.

Life in a city can be es-
pecially hard for a tree, and 
those challenges are escalat-
ing with global warming.

Researchers from France 
and Australia analysed the 
impact of hotter tempera-
tures and less rain on more 
than 3,100 tree and shrub 
species in 164 cities across 
78 countries. They found 
about half the trees already 
were experiencing climate 
conditions beyond their 
limits. They also concluded 
that by 2050 nearly all tree 
species planted in Austra-

lian cities will not be able to 
survive in urban areas.

If trends hold, we are 
going to have a lot of trees 
die, said Nicholas Johnson, 
an arborist for Seattle City 
Parks. Under heat, trees get 
weak just like people.

Heat and drought force 
trees to spend energy sur-
viving that would otherwise 
go to regeneration, growth 
or fighting off disease and 
pests, Johnson said. Every-
thing outside is trying to eat 
a tree. The stresses become 
compounded.

Human-caused climate 
change also fuels more ex-
treme weather such as in-
tense wind, rain and freez-
ing temperatures.

It's not the gradual 
change that's going to be the 
problem, it's these extreme 
swings of too much water, 
too little water, too much 
wind, and storm intensi-
ties are going to cause these 
rapid changes, said David 
Nowak, a retired scientist 
for the US Forest Service.

Twitter's Fate In 
Doubt As Employees 
Defy Elon Musk's 
Ultimatum

The future of Twitter 
seemed to hang in the 
balance Friday after its 

offices were locked down and 
key employees announced 
their departures in defiance 
of an ultimatum from new 
owner Elon Musk.

Fears grew that the fresh 
exodus would threaten the 
very existence of one of the 
world's most influential 
internet platforms, which 
serves as a key communi-
cation tool for the world's 
media, politicians, compa-
nies and celebrities.

Mr Musk, also the CEO 
of Tesla and SpaceX, has 
come under fire for radi-
cal changes at the Califor-
nia-based firm, which he 
bought less than a month 
ago for $44 billion.

Government Gives Official 
Recognition To Esports

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Government 
of India on Tuesday gave Es-
ports a major boost by integrat-
ing it with mainline sports dis-
ciplines in the country.

The President of India, Drou-
padi Murmu, in exercise of the 
powers ''conferred by clause (3) 
of article 77 of the Constitution'' 
amended the rules governing 
Esports and asked the Minis-
try of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology and the Sports 
Ministry to include ''e-Sports as 
part of multi-sports events''.

There had been a growing 
demand for Esports to be in-
cluded in the curriculum of 
multi-discipline events after 
it was included in the 2018 Ja-
karta Asian Games as a demon-
stration sport, meaning med-
als won in the sport were not 
counted in the official overall 
medals tally.

But following the President's 
notification, issued on Decem-

ber 23, that IT Ministry will 
be the nodal agency for online 
gaming-related matters and 
the sports ministry will have 
to include it in its curriculum, 
it has come as shot in the arm 
for Esports enthusiasts.

The International Olympic 
Association (IOC) too is going 
big on popularising e-Sport 
with Singapore being con-
firmed to host the inaugural 
Olympic Esports Week in June 
next year.

This marks the next big step 
in supporting the develop-
ment and integration of virtual 
sports with the Olympic move-
ment and engaging further 
with competitive gamers.

The Indian DOTA 2 team had 
clinched bronze at the first 
Commonwealth Esports Cham-
pionship held in Birmingham in 
August defeating New Zealand.

The sport will make its debut 
at the Asian Games to be held 
in Hangzhou, China next year. 

Iranian Chess Player Competes 
Without Hijab At Int'l Tournament

Press Trust of India

An Iranian chess player has taken 
part in an international tourna-
ment without a hijab, according 

to media reports, the latest of sev-
eral Iranian sportswomen to appear at 
competitions without one since anti-
government protests began.

Iran has been swept by demon-
strations against the country's cleri-
cal leadership since mid-September 

when 22-year-old Iranian Kurdish 
woman Mahsa Amini died in the 
custody of morality police who de-
tained her for "inappropriate attire".

Iranian news outlets Khabar-
varzeshi and Etemad, in reports 
on Monday, said Sara Khadem had 
competed at the FIDE World Rapid 
and Blitz Chess Championships in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, without the 
hijab, a headscarf mandatory under 
Iran's strict dress codes.

J&K Score 191 Against 
Vidarbha In Ranji Trophy

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir cricket team scored a paltry 
191 against Vidarbha in the 
ongoing Ranji Trophy on 
Tuesday at VCA Stadium 
in Nagpur. Vidarbha 
were 58/2 at stumps.

J&K’s first innings to-
tal was reflective of their 
dismal former in the com-
petition, as they came into 
the game on the back of two suc-
cessive defeats. After winning the 
toss and deciding to bat first, J&K 
lost opening batter and captain 
Shubham Khajuria on the very 

first ball of the match. Musaf Ai-
jaz 41 (95) and Suryansh Raina 30 
(54) were the top scorers for J&K, 
as they limped to 191 in 60 overs.

Vidarbha’s Yash Thakur 
claimed 4 wickets, 

while Nachiket Bhute 
and Aditya Sarwate 
took 3 wickets each.

In reply, Vidarbha 
had lost both its openers 

by the end of Day 1’s play. 
Pacer Umar Nazir and spinner 

Abid Mushtaq took 1 wicket each.
J&K are still in the game, and 

today’s early morning spell 
could well determine the out-
come of the match.

4 Bandipora Players Selected 
For National Sqay C’ship

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora, Dr. Owais 
Ahmed on Tuesday interacted 
with the players selected for Na-
tional Sqay Championship.

Four players have been selected 
for Junior and Senior National Sqay 
championship scheduled to be 

held at Indoor Stadium Bhagwati 
Nagar Jammu from 30th Decem-
ber 2022 to 2nd January 2023.

While interacting with the play-
ers, Dr. Owais extended best wishes 
to them and said District Adminis-
tration is committed to develop 
sports infrastructure in the district 
and support the youth who come 
forward to show their talent.

SANTOSH TROPHY: Ladakh 
Lose 2-3 To Karnataka

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Ladakh senior 
men’s football team 
put in another spir-
ited display in the 
ongoing 76th San-
tosh Trophy as the 
first timers lost 2-3 
against Karnataka on 
Tuesday. The match was 
played at Jawahar Lal Nehru 
Stadium in New Delhi.

Mohmad Ilyas gave Ladakh 
a dream start by scoring the 

opener in the 9th minute. How-
ever, Karnataka equalised in 

the 27th minute and then 
took the lead in the 

54th minute, before 
adding another in the 
80th minute of the 
match to go 3-1 up. 
Stanzin Gilik pegged 

one back for the Lada-
kh side in the dying mo-

ments of the match, but there 
wasn’t enough time on the clock.

Ladakh next play Gujarat on 
December 29.

David Warner Scores 
A Double Ton In 
100th Test

Press Trust of India

MELBOURNE: Facing pressure 
to retain his place in Austra-
lia's team, David Warner defied 
his critics and heatwave condi-
tions with a spectacular return 
to form, scoring a memorable 
200 in his 100th test. Leading 
the three-match series one-nil, 

Australia had resumed at Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground on Tues-
day at 45-1 in sunny conditions 
in reply to South Africa's lack-
lustre first-innings total of 189. 

By stumps, Australia was 386-
3, an overall lead of 197, with 
Alex Carey not out on nine and 
Travis Head unbeaten on 48. 
While Australia is in a strong 

position, two of the home side's 
pace bowlers, Mitchell Starc 
and first-innings hero Cameron 
Green, are nursing finger inju-
ries ahead of South Africa's sec-
ond innings. 

Steve Smith (85) and Warner 
(200 retired hurt) shared an en-
tertaining third-wicket partner-
ship of 239 runs, as Australia 

took control of the match in sti-
fling conditions. Smith's exit at 
314-3 was followed by Warner's 
dramatic departure 15 runs later, 
retired hurt due to cramp, with 
the crowd of 42,614 on their feet. 

England's Joe Root is the only 
other player in test history to 
score a double century in his 
100th test. 

New Zealand Reach 165-0 
In Reply To Pakistan's 438

Agencies

KARACHI: New Zealand's open-
ing pair of left-handed batters 
responded with a solid 165-0 in 
the first cricket test on Tuesday 
after Agha Salman had scored 
his first Test century and led 
Pakistan to 438.

Devon Conway and Tom 
Latham batted confidently 
against the challenging spin of 
Abrar Ahmed on a dry wicket to 
remain unbeaten on 82 and 78, 
respectively, at stumps on the 
second day. New Zealand trails 
by 273 in its first test tour to 
Pakistan since 2002.

Conway also completed 1,000 

test runs in 19 innings, taking 
the national record previously 
held by John F Reid.

Pakistan's weakened pace at-
tack in the absence of injured 
Shaheen Afridi, Haris Rauf 
and Naseem Shah, didn't of-
fer a challenge to Conway and 
Latham with the new ball as 
both batters took New Zealand 
to 41-0 by tea before adding 124 
more runs in the final session.

Earlier, the 29-year-old ill 
Salman batted resolutely in the 
company of tailenders to score 
103 with 17 fours. He was the 
last batter to be dismissed when 
Pakistan was bowled out an 
hour after lunch. (AP)
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4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora Srinagar-190015
c

Ref. No. CSK/DCC-66/2022-23/1721                                                                               Dated:-15-Nov-2022

General Secretary
SD/-

CANCER SOCIETY OF K ASHMIR .

    

Subject:	-	 Notice for inviting tenders for Anti Cancer Drugs
and other related supportive drugs etc. 

(TENDER NOTICE)

Group-A  Anticancer Drugs Annexure A

1. Sealed tenders in two cover bid system affixed with Rs.10/ - Revenue 

Stamps are invited for and on behalf of Chairman Cancer Society of 

Kashmir from Manufacturers/Firms/Companies/Stockists/Authorised 

distributers for one year W.e.f. date of approval of rate contract which 

must reach this office by or before 01 -12-2022 for the following groups.

 

        

 

Group-B Colostomy / Urostomy / ilosetomy Bags Annexure B
 

Group-C Surgical Items / Supportive Drugs Annexure C
 

be entertained.

3. The tenders should be addressed to the Chairman Cancer Society of 

Kashmir 4-Baghi Islam Colony Lalnagar Chanapora.

  
2. The tenders should be accompanied with Earnest Money Deposit for Group 

“A” of Rs. 1.00 lac, for Group “B” Rs, 60,000/ - & for Group “C” Rs, 10,000/ -

in shape of CDR/FDR to be drawn on any Nationalized/Scheduled Bank 

pledged to the Cancer Society of Kashmir. Without which tenders shall not  

4. Tenders should invariably be submitted in two Bid System containing two 

parts as detailed below:-

 

    

5. Detailed tender notice along with list of drugs can be had from CSK office on 

all working days from 10:00 Am to 04:00 Pm. 
6.

Authorised distributor shall enclose copy of authorisa tion letter of the 

concerned company.

 7. CSK reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/tenders without assigning 

any reason thereof. On acceptance of tender and its communication to the 

successful tenderer, the same shall be binding upon the successful t enderer 

with immediate effect.

Part I  ------  Techno Commercial Bid in separate sealed cover

Price Bid/Financial Bid for all groups in another sealed cover.Part II  ------  

                        Both sealed covers to be put in outer cover.
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As Climate Change Progresses, 
Trees In Cities Struggle
Agenceis

As the driest summer in Se-
attle's record books end-
ed, trees across the city 

were sounding silent alarms.
It was the latest in a 

string of Seattle summers 
in the last decade, includ-
ing a record-breaking heat 
dome in 2021, to feature 
drier conditions and hotter 
temperatures that have left 
many trees with premature 
brown leaves and needles, 
bald branches and excessive 
seeding - all signs of stress.

You see it in big leaf 
maples and hemlocks, just 
loaded with cones or seeds, 
it's kind of their last-ditch 
effort to reproduce, said 
Shea Cope, an arborist at 
Washington Park Arbore-
tum, a sprawling 230-acre 
(93 hectare) park north of 
downtown.

This summer was fatal for 
three significant trees in the 
park's pine collection, in-
cluding an 85-year-old Japa-
nese red pine infected with 

fungus left by beetles.
We're losing conifers 

faster than our broad leaf, 
deciduous ones, Cope added 
as he surveyed a towering 
knobcone pine with half its 
canopy dead.

Cities worldwide have 
promised to plant more 
carbon-absorbing trees to 
help fight climate change. 
Research has shown the 
shade of mature trees also 
helps reduce unhealthful 
heat islands, especially in 
poor neighbourhoods.

President Joe Biden's 
Inflation Reduction Act in-
fused USD 1.5 billion into 
the Forest Service's urban 

tree programme money for 
cities to do even more plant-
ing and maintenance.

Life in a city can be es-
pecially hard for a tree, and 
those challenges are escalat-
ing with global warming.

Researchers from France 
and Australia analysed the 
impact of hotter tempera-
tures and less rain on more 
than 3,100 tree and shrub 
species in 164 cities across 
78 countries. They found 
about half the trees already 
were experiencing climate 
conditions beyond their 
limits. They also concluded 
that by 2050 nearly all tree 
species planted in Austra-

lian cities will not be able to 
survive in urban areas.

If trends hold, we are 
going to have a lot of trees 
die, said Nicholas Johnson, 
an arborist for Seattle City 
Parks. Under heat, trees get 
weak just like people.

Heat and drought force 
trees to spend energy sur-
viving that would otherwise 
go to regeneration, growth 
or fighting off disease and 
pests, Johnson said. Every-
thing outside is trying to eat 
a tree. The stresses become 
compounded.

Human-caused climate 
change also fuels more ex-
treme weather such as in-
tense wind, rain and freez-
ing temperatures.

It's not the gradual 
change that's going to be the 
problem, it's these extreme 
swings of too much water, 
too little water, too much 
wind, and storm intensi-
ties are going to cause these 
rapid changes, said David 
Nowak, a retired scientist 
for the US Forest Service.

Twitter's Fate In 
Doubt As Employees 
Defy Elon Musk's 
Ultimatum

The future of Twitter 
seemed to hang in the 
balance Friday after its 

offices were locked down and 
key employees announced 
their departures in defiance 
of an ultimatum from new 
owner Elon Musk.

Fears grew that the fresh 
exodus would threaten the 
very existence of one of the 
world's most influential 
internet platforms, which 
serves as a key communi-
cation tool for the world's 
media, politicians, compa-
nies and celebrities.

Mr Musk, also the CEO 
of Tesla and SpaceX, has 
come under fire for radi-
cal changes at the Califor-
nia-based firm, which he 
bought less than a month 
ago for $44 billion.

Huge Crowds Welcome 
Argentina & Messi 
After World Cup Victory

Agencies

BUENOS AIRES: Thousands of 
fans lined up in the middle of the 
night to try to get a glimpse of 
the Argentina soccer team that 
won one of the greatest World 
Cup finals of all time ahead what 
is scheduled to be a day of cel-
ebrations in Buenos Aires.

Members of the team, led by 
captain Lionel Messi, were all 
smiles as they descended from 
the plane in Ezeiza, right out-
side Argentina’s capital, shortly 
before 3 a.m. Tuesday onto a 
red carpet that had been rolled 
out for the squad.

Messi was the first player 
from the plane carrying the 
World Cup, flanked by coach 
Lionel Scaloni, who put his 
arm around the captain as they 
walked past a sign that read, 

“Thank you, champions.”
The players were welcomed 

by rock band La Mosca singing 
“Muchachos,” a song that was 
written by a fan to the tune of 
an old song by the band and 
became a popular unofficial 
anthem for Argentine fans at 
the World Cup in Qatar.

The newly crowned cham-
pions of the world boarded an 
open top bus and several, in-
cluding Messi, could be seen 
singing the words to “Mucha-
chos” while they waited for ev-
eryone to get on to travel to the 
headquarters of the Argentine 
Football Association.

The bus moved at a snail’s 
pace as fans, many of whom 
were waving Argentine flags, 
swarmed the bus on a highway, 
eager for a glimpse of the play-
ers as law enforcement officers 

tried to keep them at bay.
Throughout the trip, Messi 

held on the World Cup as play-
ers waved to fans and often 
sang along with them.

It took the bus around one 
hour to travel approximately 11 
kilometers (6.8 miles) from the 
airport to AFA headquarters, 
where the players were wel-
comed with fireworks.

They will sleep at AFA head-
quarters for a few hours before 
boarding the bus later Tuesday 
to the Obelisk, the iconic Bue-
nos Aires landmark that was a 
sea of people Sunday afternoon 
after the team won the coun-
try’s third World Cup, and its 
first since 1986.

President Alberto Fernández 
declared a national holiday 
Tuesday so the country could 
celebrate the victory. (AP) 

Inter-University Fencing 
C'ship Begins In Jammu

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday declared 
the All India Inter-University Fenc-
ing (Men & Women) Championship 
2022-23 open at Jammu University.

More than 1000 fencers from 
100 Universities across the coun-
try are participating in this grand 
event. During the event, LG also re-
leased the Competition Mascot and 
departmental calendar of Director-
ate of Sports & Physical Education, 
University of Jammu. The LG also 
addressed the fencers from across 
the country, who are taking part in 
the Championship.

This unique and extraordinary 
Championship is truly inspiring. 
It will enable and encourage more 

such sporting events and lead to 
identification of future talents and 
sustainable sports movement in the 
J&K UT, said the LG.

Contesting in a game is itself a 
victory and for the fencers it gives 
an opportunity to learn discipline, 
balance, speed, mental agility, self-
confidence, he added.

Improved sports infrastructure 

has substantially increased sports 
activities in J&K. Sportsperson-
centric policies & schemes, promo-
tion of sports at grassroots level, 
world class coaching & training fa-
cilities have infused new hopes and 
dreams among budding sportsper-
son, he added.

Highlighting the vital impor-
tance of sports in the globalized 
world the LG said: “Sports can be 
instrument of change in the world 
and the change starts with accept-
ing the challenge”. Pertinently, 
the Jammu University has made a 
provision by adding credits to the 
students’ results based on their per-
formance in Sports.

All India Inter-University Fencing 
Championship is being organized 
by Directorate of Sports & Physical 

Education, University of Jammu. 
Participants also took Sports Pledge 
to play with the true spirit of sports-
manship for the glory of the sport.

Ms Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K 
Sports Council; Deans, faculty 
members, senior officials, promi-
nent sports personalities, large 
number of people and youth were 
present on the occasion.

A three match women's cricket series under J&K Sports Council’s 
“My Youth My Pride” program  between the Sports Council 

Cricket Academy Srinagar and Women College MA Road Srinagar 
began on Tuesday at Cricket Academy Ground TRC Srinagar.

England Complete Historic 
Whitewash In Pakistan

Reuters

KARACHI: England's bold brand of 
cricket brought more accolades on 
Tuesday as they became the first 
test team to complete a 3-0 white-
wash in Pakistan with their eight-
wicket victory in the third and final 
match in Karachi. The tourists, hav-
ing restricted Pakistan to 216 in the 
second innings, comfortably chased 
a target of 167 to bring up their third 
straight victory in the series after 
wins in Rawalpindi and Multan.

Prior to the tour, England had 
won only two tests in Pakistan 
and it was their first series win in 

the country since 2000-2001. An 
opening partnership of 87 from Zak 
Crawley (41) and Ben Duckett (82 
not out) had given England a fly-
ing start while all-rounder Rehan 
Ahmed, promoted to number three, 
made 10 runs before the 18-year-
old leg spinner lost his off-stump on 
Monday.

Ahmed had put England in con-
trol of the test on day three after 
becoming the youngest bowler in 
men's test history to take a five-
wicket haul on debut. Duckett and 
captain Ben Stokes (35 not out) re-
turned to the crease on Tuesday and 
their 73-run partnership pushed 
England over the line during the 
morning session of day four.

England have made huge prog-
ress under Stokes and new head 
coach Brendon McCullum, whose 
high-risk high-reward 'Bazball' style 
has brought nine wins in 10 tests. 
Prior to the change in leadership 
England had been mired in a miser-

able run of one win in 17 tests.
Harry Brook was named Player 

of the Match, and the Series, after 
making 111 in the first innings in 
Karachi, his third ton in as many 
matches. Pakistan captain Babar 
Azam said they had played well in 
parts but could not keep the pres-
sure on for long enough.

ICC Gives Below Average 
Rating To Gabba Pitch

Press Trust of India

BRISBANE: The International Cricket 
Council on Tuesday gave a below average 
rating to the Brisbane pitch after the first 
Test between Australia and South Africa 
ended in two days.

Australia won the game by six wickets 
after South Africa managed 152 and 99 
in their two innings. Australia made 218 in 
their first innings.

ICC match referee Richie Richardson 
said: ''Overall, the Gabba pitch for this 

Test match was too much in favour of the 
bowlers. There was extra bounce and oc-
casional excessive seam movement.

''The odd delivery also kept low on 
the second day, making it very difficult 
for batters to build partnerships. I found 
the pitch to be 'below average' as per the 
ICC guidelines since it was not an even 
contest between bat and ball.'' Rich-
ardson's report has been forwarded to 
Cricket Australia. The second Test of the 
three-match series will be played at MCG 
from December 26. 

TUNISHA SHARMA'S DEATH: 

Long List Of Suicides Haunt 
Entertainment Industry
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: TV actor Tunisha 
Sharma was founding hanging 
on the sets of a serial in Mumbai 
last week, one more instance of a 
showbiz aspirant allegedly taking 
the extreme step.

The death of the 21-year-old 
"Ali Baba: Dastaan-E-Kabul" ac-
tor has led to the arrest of her co-
star Sheezan Khan for abetment 
to suicide. Here are some similar 
deaths in the entertainment in-
dustry that shocked us all:

Vaishali Thakkar

On October 16 this year, the 
"Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai" ac-
tor was found dead in her Indore 
home. Police officials claimed 
they have enough evidence 
against Thakkar's former boy-
friend Rahul Navlani and filed an 
abetment of suicide case.

Asif Basra

Known for starring in movies 
such as "Jab We Met", "Once Upon 
a Time in Mumbaai" and "Kai Po 
Che!", Basra was found hanging 
in a private property in November 
2020 in Dharamshala. He was 53. 
He was last seen in "The Family 
Man-2" and "Sooryavanshi".

Samir Sharma

He was found hanging from 
the fan of his kitchen on August 
6, 2020 in the Mumbai suburb 
Malad where he lived alone. His 
credits include hit TV shows 
"Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi" 
and "Left Right Left".

Sushant Singh Rajput

The death of the "Chhich-
hore" star, who was found hang-
ing in his Bandra home on June 
14, 2020, continues to cast long 
shadows over the industry. The 
34-year-old former TV star's 
death is still the centre of debates 
on nepotism and powers enjoyed 
by big production houses in the 
Hindi film industry.

Kushal Punjabi

Tuesday will be the third 
death anniversary of actor-model 
Kushal Punjabi, who was hanging 
in his Bandra apartment on De-
cember 27, 2019. Known for films 
such as "Kaal" and "Lakshya" as 
well as the reality show "Fear 
Factor", the actor left behind a 
suicide note in which he said no-
body should be held responsible 
for his death.

Prejsha Mehta

The "Crime Patrol" actor was 
found dead in her home in In-
dore. The 29-year-old, who 
hanged herself, left a suicide note 
She was 25.

Pratyusha Bannerjee

The actor, who became a house-
hold name through the popular 
TV soap opera "Balika Vadhu", 
was found hanging in her Mumbai 
apartment on April 1, 2016. She 
was 24. Her boyfriend Rahul Raj 
Singh is accused of abetting her 
suicide.

Jiah Khan

The British-American actor, 
best known for films such as 
"Nishabd" and "Ghajini", was 
found hanging at her Mumbai 
residence on June 3, 2013 by her 

mother Rabiya Khan. She was 25. 
Her death was deemed suicide 
and reconfirmed as a suicide in 
2016 following an extensive in-
vestigation by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) and a hear-
ing at the Bombay High Court. 
The case is being probed by the 
CBI, which has charged her boy-
friend, actor Sooraj Pancholi, for 
abetting her suicide.

Vijalakshmi/"Silk Smitha"

As Silk Smitha, Vijaylakshmi 
reached the iconic status of a sex 
symbol in Tamil cinema during 
the 1980s. The actor, who was 
said to be neck deep in controver-
sies, died at the age of 33 in 1996 
following a suspected suicide. She 
had over 200 films to her credit, 
which include "Vandichakkaram" 
and "Moondru Mugam".

Nafisa Joseph

The former Miss India and vid-
eo jockey was found hanging at 
her residence in Versova in 2004 
at the age of 25. Joseph, who won 
the Miss India title in 1997, had 
worked as a model and had been 
involved in activities related to 
animal rights.

Kukjeet Randhawa

In 2006, the model-turned tele-
vision actor, known for starring in 
the high-school drama "Hip Hip 
Hurray!", suspense serial "Kohi-
noor" and crime thriller drama 
"Special Squad", allegedly com-
mitted suicide by hanging herself 
in her single room apartment in 
suburban Juhu. She was 25.

UK To Start "Living With Covid", Not 
Publish Covid Infection Data In 2023
Agenceis

London: The UK health authori-
ties said on Monday that they 
will stop publishing their regular 
COVID-19 infections modelling 
data in the new year because it 
is seen as “no longer necessary” 
as the country moves to a phase 
of living with the virus with the 
help of vaccines and medicines.

The UK Health Security Agen-
cy (UKHSA) said that it will con-
tinue to monitor COVID like oth-
er common viral illnesses such 
as seasonal flu. Since April this 
year, the data on the reproduc-
tive rate, or the R value speed at 
which the novel coronavirus in-
fects people, has been published 
fortnightly as a monitoring tool.

“During the pandemic, the 
R value and growth rate served 
as a useful and simple indicator 
to inform public health action 
and government decisions,” said 
Dr Nick Watkins, chair of the 
UKHSA Epidemiology Modelling 
Review Group (EMRG).

“Now that vaccines and 
therapeutics have allowed us 
to move to a phase where we 
are living with COVID-19, with 
surveillance scaled down but 
still closely monitored through 
a number of different indica-
tors, the publication of this 
specific data is no longer nec-
essary,” he said.

“We continue to monitor CO-
VID-19 activity in a similar way to 
how we monitor a number of oth-
er common illnesses and diseases. 
All data publications are kept un-
der constant review and this mod-

elling data can be reintroduced 
promptly if needed, for example, 
if a new variant of concern was to 
be identified,” he added.

The EMRG said its recent de-
tailed review concluded that the 
next publication of its so-called 
“consensus statement” on CO-
VID-19 on January 6, 2023, “will 
be the last”. The UK's COVID in-
cidence data will continue to be 
accessible from the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) infec-
tion survey.

The country's remaining CO-
VID restrictions, including the 
legal requirement to self-isolate 
at home with symptoms, were 
removed earlier this year. Amid 
an expected rise in infections 
over the winter months, the 
health authorities had urged 
those with signs of respiratory 
illness to avoid mixing during 

the festive holiday period.
“We are seeing a rise in cases 

and hospital admissions for 
both flu and COVID-19 as people 
continue to mix indoors this 
winter. Hospitalisation rates 
due to COVID-19 remain high-
est in those aged 65 and over, 
so it is vital that everyone who 
is eligible continues to come 
forward to accept their booster 
jab before the end of the year,” 
Dr Mary Ramsay, Director of 
Public Health Programmes, said 
last week.

“Both COVID-19 and flu can 
cause severe illness or even death 
for those most vulnerable in our 
communities, and so it is also 
important to avoid contact with 
other people if you are unwell 
in order to help stop infections 
spreading over the Christmas and 
new year period,” she said.

WE ARE SEEING A RISE IN CASES AND HOSPITAL admissions for 
both flu and COVID-19 as people continue to mix indoors this winter. 
Hospitalisation rates due to COVID-19 remain highest in those aged 65 and 

over, so it is vital that everyone who is eligible continues to come forward to accept 
their booster jab before the end of the year.”

Brutal US Storm 
Kills 32, Power 
Outages, Cities In Crisis
Agenceis

New York, US: A brutal winter 
storm that brought Christmas cha-
os to millions of Americans will be 
slow to dissipate, the US National 
Weather Service said Monday, af-
ter intense snow and frigid cold 
caused power outages, travel de-
lays and at least 32 deaths across 
the eastern part of the country.

"Much of the eastern United 
States will remain in a deep freeze 
through Monday before a moder-
ating trend sets in on Tuesday," 
the NWS said in its latest advisory.

In Buffalo, western New York, 
a blizzard left the city marooned, 
with emergency services unable 
to reach the worst-hit areas.

"It is (like) going to a war zone, and 
the vehicles along the sides of the 
roads are shocking," said New York 
Governor Kathy Hochul, a native Buf-
falo, where eight-foot (2.4-meter) 
snow drifts and power outages made 
for life-threatening conditions.

Hochul told reporters Sunday 
evening that residents were still 
in the throes of a "very dangerous 
life-threatening situation" and 
warned anyone in the area to re-
main indoors.

More than 200,000 people 
across several eastern states woke 
up without power on Christmas 
morning and many more had their 
holiday travel plans upended, al-
though the five-day-long storm 
featuring blizzard conditions and 
ferocious winds showed signs of 

easing.
The extreme weather sent wind 

chill temperatures in all 48 con-
tiguous US states below freezing 
over the weekend, stranded holi-
day travelers with thousands of 
flights canceled and trapped resi-
dents in ice- and snow-encrusted 
homes.

Thirty-two weather-related 
deaths have been confirmed 
across nine states, including at 
least 13 in Erie County where Buf-
falo is located, with officials warn-
ing the number is sure to rise.

Officials described histori-
cally dangerous conditions in the 
snow-prone Buffalo region, with 
hours-long whiteouts and bodies 
discovered in vehicles and under 
snow banks as emergency work-
ers struggled to search for those in 
need of rescue.

The city's international airport 
remains closed until Tuesday and 
a driving ban remained in effect 
for all of Erie County.

"We now have what'll be talked 
about not just today but for gener-
ations (as) the blizzard of '22," Ho-
chul said, adding that the brutality 
had surpassed the region's prior 
landmark snowstorm of 1977 in 
the "intensity, the longevity, the 
ferocity of the winds."

Due to frozen electric substa-
tions, some residents were not 
expected to regain power until 
Tuesday, with one substation re-
portedly buried under 18 feet of 
snow, a senior county official said.


