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Mother of
Democracy
to host G20

Let us make it a catalyst for global change

India, the Mother of Democracy, is ready to take on a global leadership role and pave the
way for an inclusive tomorrow with its decisive and action-oriented approach at G20 India.
Our G20 meetings are planned in different cities and States of our country to provide an
enriching experience of India’s amazing diversity, inclusive traditions and cultural richness
to our guests from across the world.

€€ ndia’s G20 presidency will
be inclusive, ambitious,
decisive, and action-oriented.??

-PM Narendra Modi
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lIT Mandi Researchers
Generate Power From
Artificial Light Sources

Press Trust f India

A team, including re-
searchers from the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Mandi, has developed
a new material that can
generate electricity from
household light sources
like LED or CFL.

A light-emitting di-
ode (LED) is a semicon-
ductor device that emits
light when current flows
through it while a compact
fluorescent lamp (CFL) is a
fluorescent lamp that uses
a tube which is curved or
folded to fit into the space
of a light device.

The research, published
in the journal Solar Energy,
supports the internet of
things (IoT) technology that
is being increasingly used
in mobile phones, smart
homes, and other applica-
tions that require various
kinds of real-time data.

These IoT devices are
required to run indepen-
dently without being de-
pendent on electrical grids
for power supply. Primary
and secondary batter-
ies are currently used to
power such devices, the
researchers said.

All batteries, irrespec-
tive of their kind, have
a finite lifespan and are
neither cost effective nor
eco-friendly. Light-in-
duced power generators
are promising alternatives
to batteries for powering
such devices, they said.

Solar cells use the light
from the Sun to produce
power, but since many of
the IoT are used indoors,
solar light is not an option.

An alternative is to
find methods to harness
light from indoor lighting
sources to generate enough
power to run indoor de-
vices such as sensors, gad-
gets, Wi-Fi routers, Radio-
frequency identification
(RFID) readers, etc.

The multi-institutional

team, including resaerchers
from National Institute of So-
lar Energy (NISE), Gurugram,
Gautam Buddha University,
Greater Noida, and the Uni-
versity of North Texas, US,
has developed thin-film ef-
ficient photovoltaic cells that
can generate power from any
kind of light.

These cells are based
on perovskites - a family
of crystals that can absorb
sunlight and generate pow-
er. Perovskites have been
studied for a long time for
solar power generation.

The researchers ex-
plored new perovskite
materials that can be used
to harvest indoor artificial
light, and not just sunlight.

"We have synthesised
a photoactive quasi-cubic
structured perovskite ma-
terial by incorporating For-
mamidinium (FA+) cation
in Methylammonium Lead
lodide (MAPDI3) perovskite
material,” said Dr. Ran-
bir Singh, from IIT Mandi.
"The fabricated perovskites
(PVs) demonstrated a pho-
toelectric conversion ef-
ficiency of 34.07 per cent
with in indoor illumination
conditions,” Singh said.
The photoelectric conver-
sion efficiency values, one
of the crucial indicators to
determine the overall perfor-
mance -- were on par with
the best-in-class perovskites
for indoor applications, the
researchers said.

The research presents a
potential candidate for the de-
velopment of photovoltaic ma-
terial to capture the energy of
indoor light using perovskites,
the researchers said.

Indoor light-induced
power generation will be
increasingly sought in the
near future due to the ex-
ponential growth in use
of smart devices in appli-
cations such as wellness
and health monitoring,
smart homes, logistics,
smart manufacturing, the
researchers added.

ASF ENTERPRISES

Sale And Service Of Computers
2nd Floor Munir Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar (J&K)
Ph. 0194-2477949, 9419001176, 9419776235

Sale and Service of Laptops,
Desktops, Printers, Photocopiers,
Faxes, CCTV Cameras, Security
System and Refilling of all Types
of Cartridges, Toners Registered
Government order Suppliers.
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GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DISTRICT EMPLOYMENT AND COUNSELLING CENTRE,SRINAGAR

(Mantoo House, Post Office Lane Rajbagh Srinagar-190008)
Mail ID:deandccsgr@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Subject:- Job Fair at Kashmir Government Polytechnic (KGP) Gogji Bagh, Srinagar.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Divisional Forest Officer
Anantnag Forest Division Anantnag

*kkkk

e-NITNO: -18 0f2022-23  DATED: 28-11-2022

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of India, e-tenders (Two cover system) are invited from registered, reputed and resourceful Contractors/
Firms registered with Jammu & Kashmir Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following work:-

Name of Work Location Adv.cost  |Bid Security (EMD)Class Cost of Tender  |Time of Comple-
(Rs.inLakh) inRsin of Contractor Document tion

1. Constructionof BOsHutat  |Akingam Comptt: [35.19 70380/= “A&B” Class Civil  [Rs:1100/= 30 Calander Days
Akingam Kandiwara Kokernag [109/K contractor
Range

2. Construction of BOs Hut at Chittergul 3590 71800/= “A&B” Class Civil  |Rs:1100/= 30 Calander Days

i contractor

The position of codal formalities in respect of above work(s) is as under:

Position of Funds Budgeted

Position of AA ccorded

Position of TS ccorded

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quantities, (B.0.Q), Terms & Conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/downloaded from the website:-www.jktenders.gov.in.

8-11-2022

06-12-2022 Upto 06:00 PM

TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in.

2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in the shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown
against the work above to be deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and Bid Security in the shape of EMD for requisite amount
and pledged to Divisional Forest Officer Anantnag.

3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.
4. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No Technical or financial bid
will be accepted in physical/hard form. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e BSD Form, Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD/
Forest Deptt. duly renewed for the current year 2022-23, PAN, Valid GST Registration, Govt. Treasury receipt (Cost of Tender Document).
6. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labour Registration Certificate issued by Labour Department after issuance of award of contract.
7. As per rule 171 of GFR-2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by successful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of contract
and if there are compelling circumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded.
8. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of the bid due to any reason (technical or otherwise).
9. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the Directorate of Information regard-
ing publishing the NIT, in any of the newspaper under circulation.
10. The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
11. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and as per the Detailed Tender document.
Sd/-
Divisional Forest Officer,
Anantnag Forest Division
No: DFO/Ang/Tender3441-46
DIPK-14354/22
Dated:30-11-20222

It is notified for the information of all unemployed and desirous candidates residing in district Srinagar through the medium of this notice, that the
Office of Deputy Director Employment, District Employment and Counselling Centre (DE&CC) Srinagar is organizing a day-long Job Fair at Kashmir
Government Polytechnic (KGP) Gogiji Bagh, Srinagar on 03.12.2022 from 11.00 AM to 3.00 P.M. The list of participating companies along with their
available vacancies and eligibility criteria is given as under.

S.No | NameofthePrivate |Field of Operation/ Activity Name of the Post Vacancy Available Eligibility
Company
1 [M/SPNBMETLIFE Insurance (Chief Insurance Managers 20 10+2
Life Insurance Managers 30 10+2
i i 02 Graduate
2 [Tribe21 Training and development, [Data Entry Operator 01 Graduate Preferably (Computer
Career Counselling and Knowing)
Market Research [Mobilizer 1 Graduate
Receptionist 1 Graduate
isor 2 Graduate
Recurrent Market Research 25 Graduate
osition
3 |GoodWitIT Solutions  [Information Technology  [Software Developer 12 MCA, BCA, M. ScIT, B. ScIT, M. Tech,
Web and Software devel- B.Tech
opment
4 |Gatoes ~ |FoodDelivery  [Office Executive 15 ini
5 |AalaCabs Mobility/Transport solu-  |IT/ Graphic Designers 2 B.t {
itions Electrician/ GPS Techni- 2 Diploma in Electrical engineering.
cians
Driver 296 LMV License
6 |[LIC Insurance Financial Advisor No Restriction [10+2 - Commission Based Job for Sell-
ing | Polici
7 __ISBILife Insurance nsurance inancial Advisor 80 10+2
8 [Kashmir Private Health Care NA Recurrent vacan- MBBS/MD, BDS, Accountant, Physio-
Hospitals and Nursing cies therapist, Paramedical, Chefs/Cooks/
IAssociation Stewards/Receptionist, Drivers, Staff
Nurses
9 [Tata Kashmir Valley IAutomobile, Servicing &  |Sales Executive Recurrent vacan- 10+2
cies
10 |Mahindra Shuhul utomobile, Servicing &  |Sales Executive Recurrent vacan- 10+2
cies
1 [Tata Fairdeal Motors utomobile, Servicing& | Sales Executive Recurrent vacan- 10+2
cies
12 Jamkash Maruti utomobile, Servicing &  |Sales Executive Recurrent vacan- 10+2
cies
13 |Ashoka Leyland utomobile, Servicing & | Sales Executive Recurrent vacan- 10+2
cies

Desirous and eligible candidates are advised to get multiple copies of their resumes and register themselves with the District Employment & Counseling
Centre Srinagar online at http://jakemp.nic.in before participating in the said Job Fair.

For Further Details Contact:-
Deputy Director, District Employment & Counseling Centre, Srinagar
Email : deandccsgr@gmail.com
Phone: +01942310513

Sd/-

Dr. Sheeba Inayat (JKAS)
Deputy Director Employment
DE&CC, Srinagar

DIPK-14262/22
Dated:- 28.11.2022.
No: DE&CC/Sgr/IF/2022-23/ 2842-46

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUIVE ENGINEER PW (R&B) DIVISION SHOPIAN

e-mail:-rnbdivisonshopian@gmail.com(Phone/Fax No: 01933-26022

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NIT No: 174/10097-10106 / SPN/RnB/e-Tendering/2022-23

Dated:-30-11-2022

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on  (%age) basis / Item rate baiss (As the
case may be)from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the
following works:-

S. |Name of Work Major Est. Classof  Timeof Costof [Earnest |AAA TS
No Head of Cost |Contractor [Completion | T/Doc. Money  No/Dt No /Dt
Account (Rs.in (Indays) |(Rs.)  |Deposit
Lacs) (Rs.)

1 |Construction of Drain at Shah MPLADS 2.695 |DEE 20days  [200/- [5390/- 339-DDCS 62-DS-R&B/Div/
Mohalla (Graveyard), Check |( Distt. of 2022 Spnof2022-23
Saidpora Shopian Sector ) Dated:-21-11-2022  Dated 29-11-2022

2 [Construction of lane/ Drain 14 FC 6.058 |DEE/CEE 20 days 300/- f12116/-  MC/Spn/ 64-MC-R&B/Div/
from H/0 Abdul Rashid Grants Works/44 of 2022  |Spn of 2022-23
Rather Up to H/0 Gh Hassan Dated:-22-11-2022 |Dated 29-11-2022
Shah at Ganie Mohalla Ward
08

3 | Construction of link road Aspirational [5.006 |DEE/CEE [20 days 300/- [10012/- [273-DDCSof2022 |41/RnB/Div/

from PMGSY road to Block Dated:-29-08-2022. |Spn of 2022-23.
Jatt Mohalla Zampathri Dated:-31-08-2022.
(Balance Work)

4 Repair/Renovation of officers Distt. 0.999 |DEE 20days 200/- [1998/-  34-DDCSof2022. |65-DS-R&B/Div/
quarter allotted to Hon’ble  Sector Dated:- 23-11- Spnof2022-23

M (Qtr.No:-07) INFB 022 Dated 30-11-2022 |
-Maintenance and repairment Grant in 5.625 |DEE/CEE [20days 300/- [N250/- MC/SPN/ 63-MC-R&B/Div/
/ Desliting of Drain near H/0  Aid (M&R/ Works/43/ Spnof2022-23
Nazir Ahmad Dalal upto H/0 Desiliting) of 2022 Dated 29-11-2022
/Abdul Hameed Dewa at Jan Dated:-22-11-2022
Mohalla.

Position of funds=Approved
Percentage Rate method requires the bidder to quote a percentage above/below /at par of the schedule of rates applicable/as mentioned in the advertised BOQ

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:
il Date of Issue of Tender Notice 30-11-2022
Document nloading Start Date. 01-12-2022 From10.00 A.M
Document Downloading End Date. 07-12-2022 upto 4:00 PM
4 Bid submission Start Date. 01-12-2022 From10.00 AM
5 Bid Submission End Date. 07-12-2022 upto 4:00 PM
6 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 08-12-2022 lat 10:00 AM
2. Bidders must upload the requisite cost of Tender document in shape of e-challan / Treasury Challan Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Shop-

ian (Tender receiving authority). (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of
Bid and Bid Submission End Date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian (Tender receiving authority).
3. All the Bidders have to upload / submit Earnest money deposit / Bid security deposit in shape of CDR/FDR/BG
4. All the Bidders have to upload / submit Earnest money deposit / Bid security deposit in shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Besides that, it is mandatory to mention the
name of advertised work/ reference to (NIT &S.No.)incase the Earnest money deposit / Bid security deposit is in the form of BG (Bank Guarantee) by the bidders while
submitting their bidding documents.

Additional Performance Security is to be asked from the Lowest bidder in case of an Un-Balanced Bid strictly in accordance to JK-PWD Engineering Manu-
al 2020 and office memorandum of finance department from time to time

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the Bidders automatically through an e-mail mes-
sage on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same web site in the office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian (Tender
receiving authority)

The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

a.) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any Modifications in the terms & conditions of the bid.

b.) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

c.) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

A. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website

www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.

B. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital
certificate from any approved vendors.

C. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.

D. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

E. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid..

F. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents in terms of soft copies with the technical bid and no documents in terms of Hard

copies shall be entertained. However in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of soft copies if need arises. The Lowest
responsive bidder (L1) must submit the original Treasury Challan (cost of Tender Document) and other relevant bid documents including EMD/Bid Security
G. Scanned copy of EMD/Bid Security in shape of CDR/FDR and cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (The Date of Treasury Challan
should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Shopian must be uploaded with the documents
of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document) and other relevant Bid documents including EMD/Bid Security shall be obtained from the lowest bidder
before the fixation of the Contract.

All other terms and conditions are as per PWD form-25(Double agreement form)

No.:- NIT/e-Tendering/RnB/Spn/10097-10106
DIPK-14368/22
Dated:-30-11-2022
Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Camp Clark Head Assist. Technical Officer Executive Engineer
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Our Aim Is To Build Strong,

Prosperous Rural J&K: LG

Observer News Service

Jammu: Asserting that welfare
of poor and vulnerable sections
is the top priority of the gov-
ernment, the Union Territory
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha said on Wednesday that
the aim of his administration is
to build a strong and prosper-
ous rural Jammu and Kashmir.
Sinha made these remarks
after transferring installments
to the tune of Rs. 149.17 crore
directly to the bank accounts
of 35,097 beneficiaries under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY)-Gramin, at the Civil
Secretariat here on Wednesday,
an official spokesperson said.
The LG said that the PMAY-G
will fulfill beneficiaries’ dream

of a 'Pucca House’ with basic
amenities, boost their self-
esteem, social status and stan-
dard of living.

Highlighting that the welfare
of the poor & vulnerable sec-
tion is the top priority of UT
administration, the LG said that
PMAY-G benefits genuinely
homeless, those living in dilapi-
dated houses and a large num-
ber of women & households
from vulnerable groups.

“Basic needs assistance will
give impetus to rural develop-
ment and empower the poor-
est,” he added.

The LG praised the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for bringing welfare
schemes like PMAY-G that have
transformed people’s lives. He

also asserted that the aim of his
administration was to build a
strong and prosperous rural J&K.

“Despite being a slow start-
er, J&K has gained momen-
tum in realizing the vision of
‘Housing for all'. Our target is to
build more than 2 lakh houses.
Special camps have been orga-
nized to identify the left out de-
serving beneficiaries of PMAY,”
Sinha said.

“Housing provides stability
to poor families and contrib-
utes to poverty reduction, and
the families who have got their
own house are now ready to
fulfill other developmental as-
pirations of their family mem-
bers,” he added.

The LG maintained that dedi-
cated efforts are More on P11

‘People Expect Quick
Action From Admin’

ieutenant Governor Manoj
LSinha said on Wednesday

that effective handling of
complaints and grievances is
fundamental to accountability
and prompt resolution of public
concerns in a timely & cost-
effective way.
Sinha made these remarks
while interacting with people
during the latest edition of
“LG’s Mulagaat”- Live Public
Grievance Hearing More on P11

Discusses Security
Scenario With
Army General

e Union Territory
I Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha on
Wednesday discussed the

prevailing security scenario
in Jammu and Kashmir with
a senior army General.

The General Officer
Commanding (GOC) 9 Corps,
Lt General Pushpendra

Singh called on LG Manoj
Sinha, at the Raj Bhavan here
Wednesday, More on P11

BASIC NEEDS LIKE ELECTRICITY, TOILET, drinking water, LPG
connection and other facilities for the PMAY-G houses are being met
through convergence of other government schemes,”

FAA Recruitment Scam

CBI Files Case, Searches
14 Places In J&K

Press Trust Of India s =

New Delhi: The CBI on
Wednesday conducted
searches at 14 locations in
Jammu and Kashmir after
registering a case of alleged
irregularities in the exami-
nation conducted by JKSSB
for recruitment of Accounts
Assistant in the Finance
Department, officials said.
The CBI has booked 20
people in the case, includ-
ing Neelam Khajuria, former
member of the Jammu and
Kashmir Services Selection
Board (JKSSB), section of-
ficer Anju Raina and Karnail

Singh, who was then Medical
Officer of the BSF frontier
headquarters and also an
accused in the JK Police Sub-
Inspector recruitment exami-
nation scam case.

The examination was con-
ducted by the More on P11

he Jammu and Kashmir High

BSF.Ofﬁce.r Court on Wednesday rejected
Denied Bail In the bail plea of BSF Commandant

H (Medical) Karnail Singh who was
SI Recrmtment among the 24 people charge-sheeted by
Scam

the CBI in the police More on P11

DySP Crime Jammu Suspended
19 Days After Arrest

Observer News Service settle a property dispute.

The  suspension  order
of Varinder Singh, Deputy
Superintendent Of Police (DSP)
in the Crime Branch was issued
by the Home Department.

“In terms of Rule 31(2) of
the Jammu and Kashmir (Civil
Services Classification, Control
and Appeal) MoreonPT11

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir ~ government on
Wednesday placed a police of-
ficer under suspension, over a
fortnight after he was arrested
by the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) while accepting a bribe
of Rs 50,000 from a man to

Cold Conditions
Intensify In
Kashmir Valley

Pahalgam Shivers At
Minus 3.4 Degrees Celsius

Agencies

Srinagar: Amid dry weather,
freezing cold conditions contin-
ued unabated in Kashmir Valley
and Ladakh on Wednesday.

A meteorological department
official here said that amidst
mist this morning, the summer
capital of J&K recorded a low of
minus 1.6°C against minus 2.2°C
on the previous night which was
coldest so far this season. The
temperature was 0.7°C below
normal during this time of the
year for the capital city, he said.

Qazigund More on P11

IB In Jammu
Frontier Incident
Free, Safe: BSF IG

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Border Security
Force (BSF) has foiled all cross-
border infiltration attempts
this year and the International
Border in the Jammu frontier is
incident free and safe, a senior
official said.

Drone activity has also largely
decreased in Jammu and the
majority of weapons and explo-
sives dropped from unmanned
aerial vehicles have also been
recovered, BSF Inspector General
(Jammu Frontier) DK Boora said
at a press conference here.

"The (International) border is
incident free despite huge pres-
sure on the forces More on P11
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16 Students Killed in
Afghanistan School Bombing

Agencies

KABUL (AFP): At least 16 peo-
ple were killed and 24 others
wounded Wednesday by a blast
at a madrassa in Afghanistan's
northern city of Aybak, a doctor
at a local hospital told AFP.
There have been dozens of
blasts and attacks targeting civil-
ians since the Taliban returned to

= A

e

power in August last year, most
claimed by the local chapter of
the Islamic State (IS) group.

A doctor in Aybak, about 200
kilometres (130 miles) north of
the capital Kabul, said the casu-
alties were mostly youngsters.

"All of them are children and
ordinary people,” he told AFP,
asking not to be named.

A provincial official con-
firmed the blast at Al Jihad
madrassa, an Islamic religious
school, but could not provide
casualty figures.

The Taliban, which frequently
plays down casualty figures,
said 10 students had died and

"many others" were injured.

"Our detective and security
forces are working quickly to
identify the perpetrators of this
unforgivable crime and punish
them for their actions," tweet-
ed Interior Ministry spokesman
Abdul Nafay Takor.

Images and video circulating
on social media -- which could
not immediately be verified --

| gtwrs - X

s |

showed Taliban fighters picking
their way through bodies strewn
across the floor of a building.
Prayer mats, shattered glass and
other debris littered the scene.

Lull between blasts

Aybak is a small but ancient
provincial capital that came to
prominence as a caravan stopping
post for traders during the fourth
and fifth centuries when it was
also an important Buddhist centre.

There has been a lull of a few
weeks between major blasts
targeting civilians in Afghani-
stan, although several Taliban
fighters have been killed in iso-
lated attacks.

WhatsApp Bans Over 2.3 Million
Accounts In India In October

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Instant messag-
ing and voice-over-IP service
WhatsApp on Wednesday said
the firm banned over 2.3 mil-
lion accounts in the month of
October, according to a spokes-
person of WhatsApp.

In another statement, it said
as many as 811,000 of these 2.3
million accounts were proac-
tively banned, before any re-
ports from users.

A WhatsApp's spokesperson
in a statement said, "What-
SApp is an industry leader in
preventing abuse, among end-
to-end encrypted messaging
services. Over the years, we
have consistently invested in
Artificial Intelligence and other
state-of-the-art technology,
data scientists and experts, and
in processes, in order to keep
our users safe on our platform.”

The spokesperson said, "In ac-
cordance with the IT Rules 2021,
we've published our report for
the month of October 2022.
This user-safety report contains
details of the user complaints
received and the corresponding
action taken by WhatsApp, as
well as WhatsApp's own pre-
ventive actions to combat abuse
on our platform.”

As captured in the Ilatest
monthly report, WhatsApp
banned over 2.3 million ac-
counts in the month of October,
according to the spokesperson.

In a statement released by
the firm, 2,685,000 WhatsApp

accounts were banned from
the instant messaging service
between September 1 and 30
this year. As many as 872,000 of
these accounts were proactive-
ly banned, before any reports
from users.

According to the firm's state-
ment, in addition to responding
to and taking action on user
complaints through the griev-
ance channel, WhatsApp also
deployed tools and resources
to prevent harmful behaviour
on the platform. It said, "We
are particularly focused on pre-
vention because we believe it
is much better to stop harmful
activity from happening in the
first place than to detect it after
harm has occurred.”

It said the abuse detection
operates at three stages of an
account's lifestyle: At registra-
tion, during messaging, and in
response to negative feedback,
which we receive in the form of
user reports and blocks.

The statement from WhatsApp
said a team of analysts augments
these systems to evaluate edge cas-
es and help improve our effective-
ness over time.
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China _Warned US Not To

AT
L

Interfere In Its Relations
With India: Pentagon Report

Press Trust of India

hina has warned Ameri-
Ccan officials not to inter-
fere in its relationship
with India, the Pentagon has
said in a report to the Congress.

Throughout its standoff
with India along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), Chinese
officials sought to downplay
the severity of the crisis, em-
phasising Beijing's intent to
preserve border stability and
prevent the standoff from
harming other areas of its
bilateral relationship with
India, the Pentagon said in a
report on Tuesday.

"The PRC (People's Repub-
lic of China) seeks to prevent
border tensions from causing
India to partner more closely
with the United States. PRC
officials have warned U.S. offi-
cials to not interfere with the

PRC's relationship with India,"
the Pentagon said in its latest
report to the Congress on Chi-
nese military buildup.

In a section on the China-
India border, the Pentagon
said throughout 2021, the PLA
sustained the deployment of
forces and continued infra-
structure build-up along the
LAC. Negotiation made mini-
mal progress as both sides
resist losing perceived advan-
tages on the border, it said.

Beginning in May 2020, Chi-
nese and Indian forces faced
off in clashes with rocks, ba-
tons, and clubs wrapped in
barbed wire at multiple lo-
cations along the LAC. The
resulting standoff triggered
the buildup of forces on both
sides of the border.

"Each country demanded
the withdrawal of the other's
forces and a return to pre-

standoff conditions, but nei-
ther China nor India agreed
on those conditions," it said.

"The PRC blamed the stand-
off on Indian infrastructure
construction, which it per-
ceived as encroaching on PRC
territory, while India accused
China of launching aggressive
incursions into India's terri-
tory, it added.

Since the 2020 clash, the
PLA has maintained a contin-
uous force presence and con-
tinued infrastructure build-
up along the LAC.

The 2020 Galwan Valley in-
cident was the deadliest clash
between the two nations in the
past 46 years, the report said.

On June 15th, 2020, patrols
violently clashed in Galwan
Valley resulting in the death of
approximately 20 Indian sol-
diers and four PLA soldiers, ac-
cording to PRC officials, it said.

"Historic" Alzheimer's Drug Helps
Slow Down Cognitive Decline: Reports

Agencies

clinical trial of a drug
Ahas proven that it can

help slow down cogni-
tive decline in patients with
early stage Alzheimer's, the
most common type of de-
mentia.

The developers of the drug
called Lecanemab, Eisai Co.
and partner Biogen Inc., had
announced the results of the
large-scale clinical trial in
September. It had shown that
the drug helped slow down
the pace of cognitive decline
by 27 per cent over 18 months
in those suffering from an ear-
ly stage of Alzheimer's. With
this, according to the compa-
nies, they achieved the main
goal of the trial.

The detailed data of the
study, where out of 1,795 vol-
unteers 898 of them were giv-
en Lecanemab and the others
a placebo, has been published
in the New England of Journal
of Medicine. It confirmed that
Lecanemab can effectively slow
the progression of the disease.

The drug is an antibody
therapy that targets clumps of
a toxic protein called amyloid

that builds up in the brain of
Alzheimer's patients and led
to a slower decline in cogni-
tive function.

Several researchers have
lauded the results of the drug
describing it as historic and
momentous. “This is the first
drug that provides a real treat-
ment option for Alzheimer's
patients. While the clinical
benefits appear somewhat
limited, it can be expected
that they will become more
apparent over time,” Bart De
Strooper, director of the UK
Dementia Research Institute
at University College London,

was quoted as saying by The
Guardian.

While the new therapy
looks promising, it is associat-
ed with some serious side ef-
fects including brain swelling
and bleeding. Out of the 1,795
volunteers, 21.3 per cent of
those who received the drug
experienced brain bleeding
and brain swelling while only
9.3 per cent of those on pla-
cebo faced these issues. Most
of these cases were asymp-
tomatic but 2.8 per cent who
were given Lecanemab had
symptomatic brain swelling,
according to the developers.

Ahead Of Gujarat Polls,
3300 Crore In Cash, Liquor
Seized; 10 Times 2017

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Cash, drugs, liquor
and freebies worth over %290
crore have so far been seized in
poll-bound Gujarat, which is over
10 times the recoveries made
during the entire 2017 assembly
election period in the state.
Gujarat is going for two-phase
elections on December 1 and 5.
According to the Election
Commission, its planning and

monitoring through various en-
forcement agencies have led to
record seizures during the elec-
tion process in the state.

One significant "ongoing sei-
zure process of heavy consign-
ment of drugs" is being led by a
team of officers of ATS Gujarat
which is carrying out an opera-
tion in Vadodara (Rural) and Va-
dodara City.

The team has identified two

mephedrone drug manufactur-
ing units and unearthed about
143 kg of mephedrone (synthet-
ic drug) worth about 478 crore.
They have detained five persons
from Nadiad and Vadodara and a
criminal case is being registered
in ATS Police Station, Ahmed-
abad under relevant sections of
the NDPS Act, 1985.

"The operation is in progress
and complete details will be
made available once the op-

P

eration is completed,” the poll
panel said.

The total seizures in the 2017
Gujarat assembly election were
%2721 crore. As on Novem-
ber 29, total seizures stood at
%290.24 crore -- 10.66 times of
seizures in 2017.

Besides the contraband seized
in the ongoing operation by Gu-
jarat ATS, drugs worth %61.96
crore have been recovered.

Suicide Blast Targeting Police
Truck Kills 3, Injures Over

20 In Pakistan

Press Trust of India

suicide bomber from the
Abanned Pakistani Taliban

blew himself up near a
patrolling police truck carry-
ing security personnel to pro-
tect polio workers in the res-
tive Balochistan province on
Wednesday, killing at least three
people and injuring 23 others,
including 20 policemen.

The attacker targeted the
paramilitary Constabulary truck
in Quetta's Baleli area, which
was going to provide security
to polio workers at the ongoing
drive.

Quetta Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (DIGP) Ghulam Az-
far Mahesar confirmed the at-
tack and said that 20 policemen
were among the injured.

At least 23 other people sus-
tained injuries in the attack, in-
cluding 20 policemen and three
civilians, he said.

"Looking at the crime scene
and given that the truck toppled,
it is estimated that 25 kilograms
of explosives were used," he
said, adding that a total of three
vehicles were hit in the blast.

The banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) group claimed
responsibility for the attack
which came just two days after
the group announced to call off
its ceasefire.

It said the attack was in re-
taliation for the killing of Abdul
Wali also known as Omar Khalid
Khurrassni, who was killed in
Afghanistan in August.

Mahesar said that the explo-
sion was a suicide attack as
they have found the remains
of a suicide bomber near the
crime scene. Preliminary po-

a rickshaw hit the police truck.
Authorities have declared an
emergency in the hospitals of
Quetta to treat the victims.

Prannoy Roy, Wife Radhika Resign As
Adani Group Nears Takeover Of NDTV

Agencies

NEW DELHI: NDTV found-
ers Prannoy Roy and wife
Radhika Roy have resigned
as the directors of promoter
group vehicle RRPR Holding
Private Limited as the Adani
Group neared takeover of
the television channel.

RRPR, which has been ac-
quired by Adani Group, held
29.18 per cent stake in the
news channel.

The Roys, however, still
hold a 32.26 per cent stake
in NDTV as promoters and
have not resigned from the
board of the news channel.

In a stock exchange filing
late on Tuesday, New Delhi
Television Limited said the
two had resigned as directors
on the board of RRPR Hold-
ing Private Limited (RRPRH)
with immediate effect.

Prannoy Roy is the Chair-
person of NDTV and Radhika
Roy is an Executive Director.

The board of RRPR Hold-
ing has approved the ap-
pointment of Sudipta Bhat-

Senior Journalist
Ravish Kumar Resigns
From NDTV

Agencies

KURHANI, BIHAR: Rashtriya Janata Dal
president Lalu Prasad will go under the

Lalu Yadav To Undergo
Kidney Transplant On December
5: Son Tejashwi Ya

Press Trust of India

dav

tacharya, Sanjay Pugalia
and Senthil Sinniah Chen-
galvarayan as Directors on
its board with immediate
effect, NDTV said.

The three are nominees
of Adani Group which had
earlier this week had taken
control of RRPR Holdings.

More than a decade ago,
Roys had taken an interest-
free loan of over Rs 400 crore
from a company that the Ad-
ani group acquired in August.
In exchange, they issued war-
rants that allowed the compa-
ny to acquire a 29.18 per cent
stake in the news group.

RRPR, or Radhika Roy Pran-

noy Roy Holdings Private
Limited, is the promoter of
NDTV. It held 29.18 per cent
stake in the news channel.
The conversion of warrants
into equity because of non-
payment of the loan, gave the
Adani group entity almost all
shares of RRPR Holdings.

Pugalia is the chief execu-
tive officer and editor-in-
chief of media initiatives at
the Adani Group.

Post its acquisition, the
Adani Group is also conduct-
ing an open offer running
between November 22 and
December 5 for a 26 per cent
stake in NDTV.

mid the takeover process
Aof NDTV by the Adani

Group, senior journalist
Ravish Kumar quit the media
giant on Wednesday, effective
immediately.

This comes a day after the
founders of the channel, Pran-
noy Roy and Radhika Roy resigned from the Board
of Directors of the RRPR Holding Pvt Ltd (RRPRH).

NDTV informed via an internal mail that the se-
nior journalists’ resignation was effective immedi-
ately. This effectively means that the takeover bid
by Gautam Adani led Adani Group of New Delhi
Television Ltd is nearing completion.

Meanwhile, the board has appointed Sanjay Pu-
galia and Senthil Chengalvarayan as directors of
RRPRH board with immediate effect.

It may be noted that the transfer of shares will
hand Adani group control over 29.18 per cent stake
in the media company. Adani Group is also con-
ducting an open offer for another 26 per cent stake,
making them majority shareholders.

The open offer began on November 22 and has so
seen shareholders tender 5.3 million shares, equal-
ing 31.78 per cent of the issue size of 16.7 million
shares, according to exchange data.

knife at Singapore on December 5 for
a kidney transplant, his son and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav
said on Wednesday.

The RJD heir apparent made the dis-
closure at a rally in Kurhani assembly
segment, where the disqualification of
the party's MLA Anil Sahani has neces-
sitated a by-poll, which, incidentally, is
also scheduled for December 5.

"Lalu ji wanted to be here, but he is
in Singapore where he will undergo a
kidney transplant on December 5. He
has, however, asked me to convey his
message to you that he wants the BJP
to be defeated,” said Tejashwi Yadav,
whose party is backing Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar's JD(U) in Kurhani.

"Lalu ji has asked me to remind you
all that his poor health is to be blamed
on the vendetta politics of the BJP,
which has forced him to spend a long
time in jail," said Tejashwi Yadav.

Tejashwi Prasad enjoys a cult status
among the OBCs and the minorities,
despite allegations of corruption dur-
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ing the tenure as Bihar CM and Rail-
way Minister. "The vendetta continues.
Even on the day we were proving ma-
jority on the floor of the House, raids
were being conducted on the premises
of our people,” Tejashwi Yadav said.

Alleging that the BJP serves the in-
terests of the supper rich and is least
bothered about the common people,
the young RJD leader claimed there
were attempts to convert Bihar into a
communal cauldron.

Referring to Nitish Kumar's exit from
NDA in August, Tejashwi Yadav said,
"We thank him for the courageous
step which has strengthened our fight
against forces hell bent upon destroy-
ing the Constitution, and selling off na-
tional assets to private players."




IMHANS Imparts Training
To SUKOON Counsellors

Observer News Service

Srinagar: In order to enhance
the capacity of psychologists
and counselors of SUKOON,
the Divisional Administra-
tion Kashmir started training
module on essentials of online
and telephonic counseling as
well as didactic training for
psychologists and counselors
at Institute of Mental Health
and Neuro Sciences (IM-
HANS), Srinagar.

The objective of the train-
ing programme is to make SU-
KOON versatile and compatible
to address issues of substance
abusers and mental health is-
sues of the general public.

Pertinently SUKOON
Helpline line 1800-180-7202
has proved very fruitful in
addressing the substance in-
duced mental disorder.

SUKOON works as an in-
terface between the substance
users and experts who pull
drug abuse victims out of the

menace through counseling
and medicine.

Incharge Divisional Con-
trol Room Kashmir and SU-
KOON Mental Helpline, Tahir
Magrey while speaking about
the training programme said
that the aim of the training
programme is to equip the
counselors with the commu-
nication skills incongruous
with the needs of psychologi-
cal counseling.

He added that SUKOON is
a platform where people, par-
ticularly youth can give vent
to their anguish in a condu-
cive atmosphere besides guid-
ance regarding detoxifying
themselves in case involved in
substance abuse.

Magray said, Divisional
Administration is committed
to purge the society from the
evil of drug and substance
abuse and concerted efforts
are being made by administra-
tion to eradicate drug abuse
and to remove stigma associ-
ated with post rehabilitation.

DC Inspects Progress On
Ongoing Dev. Projects

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad on Wednesday
undertook a visit to Tengpora
Bemina area of the City to
oversee the progress of works
being carried out on several
major developmental proj-
ects including Animal Birth
Control & Anti Rabies Centre,
SlaughterHouse House Alochi
Bagh, STP Tengpora and 150
MVA GIS Power Sub Station
Alochibagh.

The DC was accompanied
by Chief Planning Officer Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Yaseen
Lone, Joint Commissioner
Works, SMC, Rajindra Singh,
Executive Engineer, JKPCC
and other concerned.

While reviewing the
progress of work on Ani-

mal Birth Control Centre at
Tengpora being constructed
at a cost of Rs 1.43 crore with
all the modern facilities, the
DC was apprised that the
Centre is having a capacity
of conducting 60 steriliza-
tion surgeries in a day, be-
sides will also house an Anti-
Rabies Vaccination Centre,

The DC was informed that
the project is near to comple-
tion and over 90 percent work
on the Sterilization cum Vac-
cination Centre has been
completed and the remaining
work is going at a faster pace.

The DC asks the con-
cerned Officers to expedite
the works on Administrative
block, Operation theatre, pro-
curement surgical equipment
with OT table, besides works
for construction of walkways,
greenspace and allied face lift-
ing works.
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Students of Tyndale Biscoe School pose for a picture as they leave school premises on Wednesday. KO Photo Abid Bhat.

Youth Festival ‘Sonzal’
Concludes At KU

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The annual youth
festival Sonzal-2022 concluded
at the University of Kashmir
on Wednesday.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Nilofer Khan chaired the clos-
ing ceremony of the eight-day
event, which was inaugurated
by Honorable Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, J&K UT (Honorable
Chancellor KU), Shri Manoj
Sinha, on November 23.

Addressing the students
after presenting trophies to
the first three winners each
in 25 competitions held dur-
ing the talent-hunt festival,
Prof Nilofer congratulated the
students from the University’s
teaching departments, affili-
ated colleges and other aca-
demic institutions in Kashmir
for their active participation in
this year’s Sonzal.

She said the University of
Kashmir will continue to wid-
en the canvas of competitions
every year to encourage more
and more students to showcase

their talent in new and emerg-
ing domains of art, culture, lit-
erary activities and music.
“This (Sonzal) is a platform
that leads to your overall holis-
tic personality development.
We will continue to provide you
with a space where you can vent
your hidden talent and develop
confidence to participate in the
national and international-level
competitions,” she told the stu-

live concert sponsored by Zee5,
at the varsity’s jam-packed
Convocation Complex. Several
student artists from Kashmir
also performed during the pro-
gramme, where glittering per-
formances drew rounds of ap-
plause from the audience.
Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir
and Dean Students Welfare
Prof Aneesa Shafi also shared
the dais at the award-distri-

This {Sonzal) is a platform that leads to your

overal

holistic personality development. We will

continue to provide you with a space where you can vent
your hidden talent and develop confidence to participate in
the national and international-level competitions

dent participants.

The VC congratulated the
Dean of Students Welfare and
her team for their efforts to
make the Sonzal-2022 a success.

Earlier, before the valedic-
tory session, well-known Bol-
lywood singer Ameya Dabli
performed with his group of
musicians and artists during a

bution ceremony. Members of
civil society, parents of several
student participants, noted
Kashmiri singers and artists,
besides senior academics and
officers of the University were
present on the occasion.
Cultural Officer KU Shahid
Ali Khan conducted proceed-
ings of the valedictory session.

Two Day Art Exhibition ‘SatRang’

Held At Nigeen Club

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Two day Art
exhibition ‘Satrang’ or-
ganized by Green Valley
Educational Institute in
collaboration with De-
partment of Tourism con-
cluded at Nigeen Club on
Wednesday.

The exhibition was
aimed at providing a plat-
form to budding artists of
the School and other artists.

During the two day
event, students showcased
their work while demon-
strating it to all the visitors.

Badrun Nisa, a Re-
search Scholar at Uni-
versity of Kashmir was
among the artists whose
work caught everyone’s
attention. Nisa’s artworks

revolved around spiritual-
ity and Sufism.

Nisa said she has been
painting since her school
days and she draws admi-
ration from Sufi poets and
personalities.

“I have been brought
up with love for Sufi poets
and personalities. I am a
great admirer of Maulana
Rumi. My grandfather
would narrate poetic vers-
es of Hafiz and Saadi when
I was young”

“Unfortunately, these
days, we are more into ma-
terialism than spirituality.
In reality, we are spiritual
beings first human beings
later” Nisa said.

Zainab Zargar, a stu-
dent of 10th Class said
that she draws and paints
to define herself.

“I draw to express my
feelings and vent out good
and bad feelings”

“This is a painting
drawn against racism and
color based discrimina-
tion” Zainab points to-
wards painting of a Black
woman. Zainab said that
she believes the skin color
of a human does not define
beauty and nobody should
be marginalized for his or
her color orientation. Hun-
dreds of art lovers thronged
the art exhibition which
lasted for two days.

Artists, however,
voiced concern over the
fact that there are very
few art-lovers in Kashmir
who purchase paintings.
They sought government
intervention to promote
art in Kashmir.

National Seminar On

‘Developing Life Skills’ Held

gr
Observer New Service

Srinagar: The chairperson of National ty
Commission for Women Ms Rekha ch
Sharma said on Wednesday that wom-  ch
en must learn “new life skills” in tune
with the “changing circumstances”
to be able to move forward with

eater empowerment.
Addressing a national seminar on

‘Developing Life Skills’ at the Universi-

of Kashmir, Ms Sharma, who was the
ief guest on the occasion, said: “With
anging times, women are working as

leaders in every field. How they will at-
tain these leadership skills is what we
are here for.

A SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

AWANTIPORA, KASHMIR.

Tele: 01933347854/ 24 7955,

RETENDER NOTICE

Wizhgi b WA, LS aC.in

The work “Construction of Boundary Wall Fencing at IUST Campus” published vide E-NIT No: -
IUST/EW/22/TEND/BWF/12 Dated: - 15-09-2022 is hereby retendered.

Name of work

Construction of Boundary Wall Fencing at IUST Campus.

Advertised Cost of Construction

Rs. 1,05,84,089.00/=

Class of Contract

Class “A”

Bid submission Start Date

25-11-2022

Bid submission End Date

10-12-2022 Up to 6:00 pm

Date of Submission of DD (Hard Copy)

12-12-2022 From 10:00 am Up to 4:00 am

Time & Date of opening of Technical Bids

Bids shall be opened at IUST, on 13-12-2022 (11:00 am)

Availability of Tender document

Tender document can be downloaded from website
(https://iktenders.gov.in.)

Date:25/11/2022

Note: The Earnest Money Submitted by the Contractors in previous tender published vide E-NIT No: -
IUST/EW/22/TEND/BWF/12 stands valid & the same can be Submitted for this tender also. The rest of the
terms and conditions remain same as per the Tender Document.
Detailed Tender Notice is available on university website: www.iust.ac.in
No: IUST/EW/22/TEND/BWF/12A

Sd/-
Executive Engineer, lUST

DIPK-NB-5277/22

Dated 29-11-2022

-

CRITICAL CARE
AMBULANCE

FREE FOR EVERY ONE
Call, Any Time 24x7

9484100200
01942310018

CONTROL ROOM:
27 Gogji Bagh, Near
Oasis School, Srinagar

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

X

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259

ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )

JAh

Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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This Day In History

1626 - Pasha Muhammad ibn Farukh tyrannical govt of Jerusalem,

driven out.

1640 - Portugal regains independence after 60 years of Spanishrule.
1641 - Massachusetts becomes the first colony to give statutory

recognition to slavery.

1653 Anathlete from Croydonis reported to have run 20 miles from
St Albans to London in less than 90 minutes

1656 - Germany promises Poland aid against Sweden.

1708 - Great Alliance occupies Brussels.

1887 - Sino-Portuguese treaty recognizes Portugal’s control.

1915 - The US requests that Germany withdraw its military and
naval attaches from the Embassy in Washington.

1916 - There is virtual civil war in Greece as royalists fight Venizelist,
and the Allies determine on a Venizelist victory
1917 Boys Town founded by Father Edward Flanagan west of

Omaha Neb.

1918 - Danish parliament passed an act to grant Iceland
independence under Danish crown.

1918 -Serbian-Croatian-Slovic kingdom proclaimed in Belgrade.
1918 - Yugoslavia declares independence; monarchy established
1941- Japanese emperor Hirohito signs declaration of war.

1948 - Arabic Congress names Abdullah of Trans Jordan as King of

Palestine.

1959 - The Ist color photograph of Earth received from outer space.
1961 - The independent Republic of West Papua is proclaimed in
modern-day Western New Guinea.

1963 - Nagaland becomes a state of Indian union.

1970 - Independent People’s Republic of South Yemen renames
itself as People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen

1971 - Cambodian Civil War: Khmer Rouge rebels. intensify assaults
on Cambodian government positions, forcing their retreat from

Kompong Thmar and nearby Ba Ray.

1973 - Australia grants self-government to Papua NewGuinea.
1974 - Boeing 727 crashes in Upperville Virginia, 92 died.

1975 - Kuwait and Gulf and BP agree on terms of nationalization.
1988 - Benazir Bhutto named 1st female Prime Minister of a Muslim
country (Pakistan)

1991 - Colorado party wins Paraguay parliamentary election

1991 - Nursultan Nazarbayev sworn in as president of Kazakhstan
1991 - US 75th manned space mission "STS 44" Atlantis 10 lands
1991- Ukrainian people vote forindependence

1998 - Exxon announces a $73.7 billion USD deal to buy Mobil,
creating Exxon-Mobil, the world's largest company.

2002 - Davis Cup Tennis, Paris: Mikhail Youzhny beats Paul-Henri
Mathieu 3-6, 2-6, 6-3, 7-5, 6-4 to give Russia 3-2 win over France;
only timein event history that a 2-set deficit turned aroundina live
5th rubber of a Final

2008 - The US economy has been in recession since December
2007, the National Bureau of Economic Research announces today

From KO Archives

4 Kids Among 6
Killed In JK

Observer News Service

RINAGAR: Six people, including four children, were
killed and two others injured in separate incidents across
Jammu region since yesterday.

According to reports, unidentified gunmen barged
into the house of a village defence committee (VDC) member,
Gyan Singh, after hurling a grenade towards it and resorted to
indiscriminate

firing on the inmates Kkilling four of his minor children and
injuring two others at Sharjao village

in Mahore area of Udhampur district last night.

Official sources said today that about 10 suspected militants
first threw grenades on Singh’s house at Jailanmarh- Sharjao
village at around 2245 hours and then barged into it. The victims
were sleeping at the time.

The victims were identified as Hoshiar Singh (15), Bika Devi
(12), Anju (3) and Darshana Devi (12). Singh and another member
of his family, who were injured in the attack had been admitted
to hospital,the sources said.

However, a NAFA report said Singh’s house was adjacent to
an army camp. Security forces cordoned off the entire area this
morning. However, no arrests were made.

In an encounter between the security forces and militants,
two militants were killed at Gudesa in Banihal area of Doda
district yesterday. The deceased were identified as Muhammad
Hasil alias Usman r/o Banihal and Muhammad Raliq alias Bam-
bar s/o Ghulam Targal.

Unidentified gunmen intruded into the compound of
the house of Abdul Rasheed Peer at Churan in Kellar area of
Shopian last night. The inmates raised an alarm at which some
neighbours came to their rescue. However, while fleeing from the
place, the intruders fired some shots without any harm. Official
sources said they intended to kill Mst Malla, wife of Peer who
they accused was an ‘Informer’

(Kashmir Observer, 01 December, 2000)




Think

Opinion, Analysis, Essays

Send your write ups and feedback at

editpage.ko@gmail.com

KASHMIR OBSERVER"™

Srinagar | Thursday | 01-12-2022

KASHMIR OBSERVER

Thursday| 01-12-2022

Lingering War

ine months after it began, the ongoing war
in Ukraine has slipped under the radar. But
the war is, meanwhile, going on, and the two
sides are nowhere closer to either a military
victory or on the path of a negotiated settlement. It is,
however, true that Ukraine backed by NATO support
has made some important battlefield gains. Russia de-
spite reverses, remains still in a commanding position
on the ground. While the war looks set to go on for now,
it has left far-reaching implications for the geopolitics.
In South Asia too, Ukraine war has tested the ability of
the countries to navigate their relationship with the US-
led bloc and China-Russia sphere of influence.
example, in South Asia, India has found itself
in a tough situation to straddle its alliance with
the US and its longstanding relationship with Rus-
sia. And so far it has been successful in pursuing a
tight balancing act. While New Delhi has gone along
with the west as for as the illegitimacy of the war, it
has refused to abandon Russia. The west has found
it difficult to countenance this assertion on the part
of India. As a probable result, recent months have
witnessed a newfound warmth between the west and
Pakistan. This shift became apparent by the sudden
rekindling of US-Pakistan ties.

Though the US tilt towards India is still there, the
US in recents weeks has made an effort to accommodate
Pakistan which under Imran Khan was threatening to
draw closer to China-Russia axis. But with Khan’s loss
of power in a no-confidence vote which he blames on
the US, Washington has sought to repair its otherwise
frayed relations with Islamabad and has also begun to
respond to its concerns. The US has also made it known
that it may be playing a furtive role to get India and Pak-
istan to restore engagement.

Developments like these have been a source of con-
cern for New Delhi which sees it as a renewed appease-
ment of Pakistan. Many analysts in India see it as a
punishment for India’s pursuit of an independent for-
eign policy in response to the ongoing war in Ukraine.
Besides abstaining from western resolutions against
Russia, India continues to import oil from the country
at discounted rates, something that has not pleased
western countries.

But India has stood firm. Rather than joining the
western camp, India has sought to play a mediatory role
in resolving the Ukraine crisis. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during his meeting with Russian president
Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the recent Shanghai
Cooperation Organization meeting told him that "this
is not an era of war" and that the Ukraine issue should
be settled by diplomacy. At the end of the day, India
will be better served by serving its own interests and
this requires the country to strike a balance between
the demands of the west and the concerns of Russia, its
longstanding ally.

OTHER OPINON

India’s G20 Presidency

Today, India commences its G20 Pres

dency

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo hold hands during the handover ceremony at the G20 Leaders’ Summit | Photo Credit: WILLY KURNIAWAN/Reuters

Narendra Modi

During our G20

he previous 17 Presi-

dencies of the G20

delivered significant

results - for ensuring
macro-economic stability, ra-
tionalising international taxa-
tion, relieving debt-burden on
countries, among many other
outcomes. We will benefit from
these achievements, and build
further upon them.

However, as India assumes
this important mantle, I ask my-
self - can the G20 go further still?
Can we catalyse a fundamental
mindset shift, to benefit humanity
as a whole?

I believe we can.

Our mindsets are shaped
by our circumstances. Through
all of history, humanity lived in
scarcity. We fought for limited
resources, because our survival
depended on denying them to oth-
ers. Confrontation and competi-
tion - between ideas, ideologies
and identities - became the norm.

Unfortunately, we remain

man circumstances, which we have
collectively failed to appreciate. To-
day, we have the means to produce
enough to meet the basic needs of
all people in the world.

Today, we do not need to fight
for our survival - our era need not
be one of war. Indeed, it must not
be one!

Today, the greatest challeng-
es we face - climate change, ter-
rorism, and pandemics - can be
solved not by fighting each other,
but only by acting together.

Fortunately, today's technol-
ogy also gives us the means to
address problems on a humanity-
wide scale. The massive virtual
worlds that we inhabit today dem-
onstrate the scalability of digital
technologies. Housing one-sixth
of humanity, and with its im-
mense diversity of languages, re-
ligions, customs and beliefs, India
is a microcosm of the world.

With the oldest-known tra-
ditions of collective decision-

clusion, and electronic payments.

For all these reasons, India's
experiences can provide insights
for possible global solutions.

During our G20 Presidency,
we shall present India's experi-
ences, learnings and models as
possible templates for others, par-
ticularly the developing world.

Our G20 priorities will be
shaped in consultation with not just
our G20 partners, but also our fel-
low-travellers in the global South,
whose voice often goes unheard.

Our priorities will focus on heal-
ing our 'One Earth' creating har-
mony within our 'One Family' and
giving hope for our 'One Future'.

For healing our planet, we
will encourage sustainable and
environment-friendly lifestyles,
based on India's tradition of trust-
eeship towards nature.

For promoting harmony with-
in the human family, we will seek
to depoliticise the global supply of
food, fertilizers and medical prod-
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tionalising a system of transparency and evaluation that brings
some sunlight into the appointment process without compro-
mising its integrity. As this government has said so many times,
and with reason, especially during Emergency anniversaries,
that Indira Gandhi’s idea of a “committed judiciary” is the death
knell of a democracy. The Constitution is clear on the balance
of powers, the Supreme Court’s pushback against what tanta-
mounts to overreach by the political executive is timely and
welcome. In parallel, the court should step into overdrive when
it comes to reforms within — that make it more transparent and
accountable, the twin pillars on which independence often rests.
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Declining Book Reading Culture

he editorial page came up
with something special. I,
as a student, had almost
forgotten about the decline
in book reading culture in Kash-
mir. The main cause behind it is the

think about it. From academicians
to budding writers and students, ev-
eryone shared their ideas. Variety of
opinions opened the closed doors of
the mind and I began to ponder over
the reality of book reading culture in

mushrooming growth of the Internet.
However, the diverse opinions on the
page nudged me and compelled me to
read these at the earliest. Though I
shared my views regarding this, I
was enthusiastic to know what others

Kashmir. In short, congratulations to
the authors and the team of the Kash-
mir Observer for this out-of-box idea.
Let the book reading culture prevail
again in the age of the Internet.

Syed Mustafa Ahmad
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Climate Change
Warriors on an

Assertive Streak

After successfully getting a Loss
and Damage Fund established, the
climate change warriors have also |

launched legal actions against
unresponsive governments

Asad Mirza

‘ ‘ Whatis

needed,
however, is not less
but more aid to help
developing countries
tackle the dramatic
consequences of an
unprecedented series
of crises. Indeed,
developing countries,
unlike advanced
economies, had no
fiscal, monetary, or
social space at the
onset of these crises,
to raise the issue

t seems that Climate Change is now gaining real

traction and importance for the common people

more and more, but our politicians are not ready

to take any notice of these changes, which are
going to have immeasurable negative impact on the
lives of billions of people across the globe.

Besides calls for wealthier nations to provide
compensation to underdeveloped countries to cov-
er the costs of severe damage and losses, citizens of
some countries have also initiated legal proceed-
ings against their governments for inadequately
addressing the climate change fallouts.

The month of November saw two environment-
related incidents taking place. First, at the latest
COP summit at Sharm El Shiekh in Egypt, termed
as ‘Africa’s COP’, the voice of the most-vulnerable
and most-affected countries was heard with an
agreement to establish a loss and damage facility.

However, progress is still snail-paced in terms
of raising ambitions to curb greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Leaders attempted to keep that goal alive at
the Egypt conference, but did not increase calls to
reduce carbon emissions.

November also saw hundreds of activists, in-
cluding Greta Thunberg, marching through the
streets of Stockholm to a court to file a lawsuit
against the Swedish government for what they
claim is insufficient climate action.

Lawsuit by Swedish citizens

Over 600 young activists signed an 87-page
document, which would serve as the foundation
for the lawsuit, which was filed in the Stockholm
District Court.

They want the court to rule that the
country's climate policies violate the hu-
man rights of its citizens. According to An-
ton Foley, spokesman for the youth-led initia-
tive Aurora, which prepared and filed the lawsuit,
Sweden has never treated the climate crisis as a
crisis. Sweden is failing to fulfil its responsibili-
ties and is breaking the law.

Earlier, in one of the most high-profile cases,
Germany's highest court ruled last year that the
government's climate targets must be adjusted to
avoid undue burden on the young.

The German government responded by push-
ing back its target for net zero emissions by five
years to 2045 and laying out more ambitious near
and medium-term steps to achieve that goal.

What emerges from this is that people all
across the world are increasingly becoming aware
of the damages wrought by the Climate Change,
and also understanding that who is the main cul-
prit for unleashing this catastrophe, in pursuance
of greed and lucre.

What is loss and damage?

The Alliance of Small Island States at interna-
tional climate negotiations in Geneva in 1991, first
introduced the concept of loss and damage, but it
was not seriously considered again until 2013 at
the COP-19 climate conference in Warsaw, Poland.

The Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss
and Damage was created with the aim of enhancing
knowledge of the issue and finding ways to approach
it. There has been little progress since then.

The Glasgow COP, last year rejected a proposal
made by members of the G-77 group of over a hun-
dred developing countries and China for a formal
loss and damage financial facility. Instead, in a bu-
reaucratic manner, the Glasgow Dialogue was es-
tablished for further discussion on the issue and it’s
funding.

Critics have described the dialogue as "an ex-
cuse to delay further action." It seems as if the rich
countries are dragging their feet on financing any
such endeavour.

While historically, between 1751 and 2017, the
United States, the European countries and the UK
were responsible for 47% of cumulative carbon di-
oxide emissions, as compared to just 6% from the
entire African and South American continents.
Yet, the culprits have been slow to make finan-
cial contributions to ease the impact on the most
affected countries. In 2010, Global North nations
agreed to pledge $100 billion ( 101 billion) annually
by 2020 to help developing countries adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

But according to the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD), which tracks
funding, in 2020 wealthy countries pledged just over
$83 billion. That was a 4% increase on the previous
year, but it still falls short of the agreed amount.

What's the impediment?
Though in principle, developed nations ac-
knowledge the need to address loss and damage,

Former British PM and
WHO ambassador

for global health
financing, Gordon
Brown has realistically
opined that the
announcement of

the new initiative -
the global loss and
damage fund - to
right historical wrongs
by compensating
climate-hit
developing countries,
might be a good feel
factor but the real
question is whether
the developed world
will really loosen its
purse strings?

some amongst them argue for financ-
ing through existing climate funds, insurance
schemes and humanitarian aid. Their reluctance
is reflected in the European Union’s briefing, for
example, which said that it was "open to discuss-
ing L&D (loss and damage) as a topic but hesitant
about creating a dedicated L&D fund."

Former British PM and WHO ambassador for
global health financing, Gordon Brown has realis-
tically opined that the announcement of the new
initiative — the global loss and damage fund - to
right historical wrongs by compensating climate-
hit developing countries, might be a good feel fac-
tor but the real question is whether the developed
world will really loosen its purse strings?

This breakthrough, he says, brought back
memories of another initiative, the £100 billion a
year agreed at the 2009 Copenhagen climate sum-
mit to help poor countries mitigate the effects of
the climate crisis.

Brown says further that that money has never
fully materialised. If 13 years’ experience of the
£100 billion fund that never was is anything to go
by, eulogies of praise will soon turn into allega-
tions of betrayal. Far from the loss and damage
fund narrowing the credibility gap on climate ac-
tion, it is likely to bridge nothing if money fails to
flow from rich to poor.

What is needed, however, is not less but more
aid to help developing countries tackle the dra-
matic consequences of an unprecedented series
of crises. Indeed, developing countries, unlike
advanced economies, had no fiscal, monetary, or
social space at the onset of these crises, to raise
the issue.

One key priority for the global community
should be not only to increase aid but also to make
it much greener to help developing countries
tackle the challenge of climate adaptation in an
effective manner. Green aid encompasses finan-
cial and technical assistance to governments and
direct investments in projects in both mitigation
and adaptation to climate change.

Asad Mirza is a political commentator based
in New Delhi. He was also associated with BBC
Urdu Service and Khaleej Times of Dubai.

He writes on Indian Muslims, educational,
international affairs, interfaith
and current affairs.
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Israeli Filmmaker Reacts
to Backlash On "The
Kashmir Files'

Press Trust Of India

JERUSALEM: Unfazed by the wide-
spread criticism of his comments
against the Hindi film "The Kashmir
Files", Israeli director and IFFI in-
ternational jury chair Nadav Lapid
said he stands by his remarks as he
"knows how to recognise propa-
ganda disguised as a movie".

Reacting to the backlash he re-
ceived for calling "The Kashmir
Files" a "vulgar" and "propaganda”
movie, Lapid said making bad films
is not a crime, but the Vivek Agni-
hotri directorial is "crude, manipu-
lative and violent".

"Making bad films is not a crime,
but this is a very crude, manipula-
tive and violent propaganda film,"
Lapid said in an interview with Is-
raeli newspaper Ha'aretz.

According to the filmmaker, he
felt it was his "duty" to speak his
mind as the head of the interna-
tional jury.

"The truth is that I also couldn’t
help but imagine a similar situation
that might happen one day soon in
Israel, and I would be happy that in
such a situation the head of a for-
eign jury would be willing to say
things as he sees them. In a way, I
felt it was my duty to the place that
invited me," he said.

The award-winning filmmaker
had called out "The Kashmir Files",
which was screened at the Inter-
national Film Festival of India (IFFI)
on November 22 under the Indian
Panorama section, at the closing
ceremony of the nine-day festival in
Goa on Monday.

The team of "The Kashmir Files",
including writer-director Agnihotri,
stars Anupam Kher and Pallavi
Joshi, several BJP leaders including
Goa CM Pramod Sawant as well as
Israel's Ambassador to India Naor
Gilon and Consul General to Mid-
west India Kobbi Shoshani panned
Lapid. Sudipto Sen, one of the
members on the jury, said remarks
expressed by the Israeli filmmaker
were his "personal opinion".

Lapid, known for his anti-estab-
lishment views, alleged that "The
Kashmir Files" was "pushed into the
official competition" of the festival.

"We learned that the film was
pushed into the official competition
of the festival due to political pres-
sure... I feel as a foreigner who ar-
rives there, you have an obligation
to say the things that the people
who live there may have a harder
time saying.

"In such contexts I don't believe
in secrets and whispers. If you stand
on stage and are asked to speak,
what will you talk about? Only
about the beaches you saw and the
food you ate?" the filmmaker said.

"The Kashmir Files" had received
both bouquets and brickbats for its
portrayal of the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits during militancy in the ear-
ly 1990s upon its March 11 release.
It is one of the biggest Hindi com-
mercial successes of 2022.

When asked if he had in-depth

cepted he "of course did not know
enough".

He, however, defended himself
saying "you can also watch films
by Leni Riefenstahl (a German
filmmaker who glorified the Nazi
Party) and know what you're see-
ing, without being a great expert on
that period." "There are cases that
are nuanced, but this is not the case.
In a way, 'The Kashmir Files' makes
life easy because it is so bare and ag-
gressive, that it doesn't even mask
itself intelligently," said the Paris-
based director. On the criticism he
has received from Israel diplomats
in India, Lapid said his comments
were "political” but not representa-
tive of his country.

Amid the social media backlash
and on-ground protests by Kashmi-
ri Pandits in Jammu, the acclaimed
director found support in Congress
leader Supriya Shrinate, Shiv Sena
MP Priyanka Chaturvedi, and actor
Swara Bhasker.

He claimed he has received hun-
dreds of emails and messages from
cine personalities from India "who
are happy about it" and for them
"finally things were said that they
believed in".

"Since this is a film that the Indian
government encourages, I assume
that the government there is not
happy about it. But is a country only
about its government? "I assume
not. What I said is not comfortable
for the Government of India, nor for
the government in the making in
Israel, which the ambassador there
represents,” Lapid asserted.

Asked if he would change any-
thing in the way he expressed his
opinion that led to the uproar, Lapid
said he was invited to the festival
as a director and he talked about a
film's subject.

"l did not come to express one
position or another on the conflict
in Kashmir..." he said.

In another interview to Israel's
news website Ynet, Lapid said at the
IFFI stage India's Union Minister for
Information & Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur and Israel's ambassador dis-
cussed "fighting a similar enemy
and are in a bad neighbourhood".

In the interview to Ynet, Lapid
also said he shared his views at the
closing ceremony with a lot of "dis-
comfort and apprehension”.

"I knew that this was an event
that is terribly connected to the
country, and everyone stands there
and praises the government. It is
not an easy position, because you
are a guest.

"l am the president of the jury
here, you are treated very nicely.
And then you come and attack the
festival. There was apprehension,
and there was discomfort," he said.

In countries that are increasingly
losing the ability to speak the truth,
"someone needs to speak up", he
said. "When [ saw this movie, I
couldn't help but imagine its Israeli
equivalent, which doesn't exist but
could definitely exist. So I felt I had
to, because I come from a place that

Delhi HC Allows Mehbooba To
Withdraw Plea Challenging

PMLA Provision

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday permit-
ted PDP leader Mehbooba
Mufti to withdraw her petition
challenging the constitutional
validity of a provision of the
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA).

The lawyer appearing for the
former Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister told a bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad about her deci-
sion to withdraw the petition
which was filed in March 2021.

The petition also challenged
the summons issued to her by
the Enforcement Directorate in
a money laundering case and
sought a stay which the court
had earlier declined.

The court was informed the
issues raised by the petitioner
have already been addressed by
the Supreme Court in a decision.

Mufti had in her plea sought
declaring section 50 of the Pre-

s o

vention of Money Laundering
Act void and inoperative, being
unfairly discriminatory, bereft
of safeguards, and violative of
Article 20(3) of the Constitution.

Section 50 of the Act empow-
ers the ED authority to summon
any person to give evidence or
produce records. All summoned
are bound to answer the ques-
tions put to them and to pro-
duce documents as required by
the ED officers, failing which
they can be penalised.

Initially, the ED had sum-
moned Mufti for March 15,
2021 but it did not insist on
her personal appearance at
that time. Thereafter, she was
summoned for March 22, 2021.

Mufti, in her petition, said

she has received summons
from the ED under the provi-
sions of the PMLA, purporting
to call for 'evidence' on pain of
punishment, whereas she is, to
all intents and purposes, a sub-
ject of investigation.

The plea claimed ever since
Mufti was released from pre-
ventive detention following
abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution, there has been
a series of hostile acts by the
State, against her, her acquain-
tances and old family friends
who have all been summoned
by the ED and a roving inquiry
about her personal, political
and financial affairs was made.

The ED, it alleged, seized
their personal electronic de-
vices in the course of inquiry.

The Centre had told the high
court last year it has filed a
plea before the Supreme Court
seeking transfer of Mufti's
petition to the top court as
several pleas concerning vari-
ous provisions and scheme of
PMLA were pending there.

Our Party Carries Inclusive Dev
Vision For J&K: Azad

Says Chenab Valley Was Overlooked By Successive Regimes

Observer News Service

KISHTWAR: Democratic Azad Party
Chairman & Former Chief Minister
Jammu and Kashmir Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Wednesday said that Jammu
and Kashmir especially the Chenab
valley requires a massive develop-

mental douse.

He said if he comes to power after
the elections are held in Jammu and
Kashmir, he will fulfill all those proj-
ects he had envisaged as Chief Minister.

“The UT is lacking far behind many other
states of the country on the developmental
front. Its infrastructure needs to be built up on a
fast track basis,” he said. “If our party comes to
power, we will ensure people get better roads,
hospitals and educational facilities at their
doorstep,” Azad said while addressing a gather-

ing in Bunjwan, Kishtwar.

He said that his tenure as Chief Minister is still
considered as the best on the developmental
front when government departments were di-
rected to work on double shifts to ensure speedy

completion of projects.

Azad said he never discriminated and ensured
inclusive development of all the three regions.

“I ensured all the three regions, Ladakh, Jam-
mu and Kashmir are getting developmental
projects equally. My vision is the same for all the

regions, " he said

The former Chief Minister said that his party
will work hard to ensure peace, progress and

harmony across all regions.

He said that Jammu Kashmir needs to be the
beacon of peace, prosperity and development
for the whole country and his party has only the
vision to accomplish this mission. “When par-

agenda. I only can deliver on this front,” he said,

and urged people to join his party to become an

ambassador of peace and progress in
the country.
Azad was concerned about the

hardships of ST and SC communities.
d He said the Gujjar and Bakerwal com-
munities are suffering the most with
minimum economic advantages.

“The time is over now and Gujjars
and Bakerwals will get their due rights
once we are in power. They need to be
carried along in our journey of prosperity. How
long they shall suffer,” he told the gathering. Azad
said irrespective of religion and region, people
respect him for his inclusive approach. As chief
minister of Jammu and Kashmir and as Union
Minister with different portfolios I have never
discriminated against people for which I am
widely respected and acknowledged.

BSF To Train Kashmiri
Shepherds’ Dog Breed For CI
Ops, Border Patrollmg |

Agencies

JAMMU: The Border Security
Force (BSF) has decided to train
Kashmiri shepherds’ dog breeds
for ongoing counter insurgency
operations and surveillances
along the borders in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“The BSF's National Institute
for Dogs Training is an insti-
tute of excellence and right
know we are promoting the In-
dian dogs breeds like Rampura
hound, Rajapalayam Hound,
and Mudhol Hound which we
are currently under training,”
said Director General of Border
Security Force, Pankaj Kumar
Singh during Annual Press Meet
onits 57th foundation day.

He further added that in
Kashmir, “we are in process to
train Bakerwals (shepherd) dog
breed called ‘Gaddi’, which is
very impressive.”

“The ‘Gaddi’ hounds are very
loyal to master, quick leaner
and ably guarding the entire
livestock in very harsh weather
conditions, where others found
difficult to even survive,” he said

The DG BSF said as per ex-
pert Dog trainers, the Indian
dogs are quick learners and
their probability of errors are
relatively less than foreigner
breeds. Once trained, these
dogs will be introduced to the
field for assisting troops on op-
erations and patrolling activi-
ties at the borders.

“The Dog squads are very
important component of se-
curity forces. In anti-terror
operation in Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Dog team is the first
responder in these operations.
The success of these operations
mostly depends on the highly
trained Dogs,” he said, add-
ing that “Along with the usage
of High Tech equipment like
drones and cameras in anti-
terror operations, the trained
canines from the dog squad are
fitted with GoPro cameras and
Walkie-Talkies used for giving
commands to these dogs during
operations. This has proven to
be one of the main reasons for
a safe way of carrying out the
operation.”

He said that the Dogs from the
Unit are sent first to detect the
location of the hideout, the loca-
tion of the hiding terrorists and
detecting the arms and ammuni-
tion the terrorists are carrying.

“The cameras fitted on these
Dogs are monitored through a
control room.

These dogs are trained to
enter the location of the hid-
ing terrorists without getting
noticed by terrorists. The dogs
are also trained not to bark dur-
ing these operations,” he said,
adding that “if these dogs are
noticed by the hiding terror-
ists and are attacked by them,
the dogs respond with an attack
too. The handler of the dog al-
ways keeps a strong vigil as to
how the situation is.”

Forces use various breeds of
Dogs in the Dog Units across
India which includes Labradors,
German Shepherds, Belgian Ma-
linois and Great Mountain Swiss
Dogs. So far Indian breeds, Mud-
hol Hound is part of these units
too, the DG BSF said.

These dogs are used for vari-
ous purposes like guard duty,
patrolling, sniffing explosives
including Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs), mine detec-
tion, sniffing contraband items
including drugs and attacking
targets etc.

"We have eight major special-
ities of army dogs in the Indian
army, they are used for explo-
sive detection, mine detection,
tracking, search and rescue
operations, avalanche rescue
missions and many other speci-
alities which are as per the re-
quirement,” he said—(KNO)
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF

E-N..TNO:71-SSCL of 11/2022 DT:- 29/11/2022

1. For and on behalf of Lt. Governor UNION Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Chief Engineer, Srinagar Smart City Limited (SSCL), invites bids from bidders
who shall be an Agency/ Entity/ Company/ Firm incorporated in India under the (Indian) Companies Act 2013/ Firm registered under the Limited
Liability Partnership Act 2008/ Approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Union Territory Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central
Governments, for the work as detailed in table below:

ENGINEER SRINAGAR SMART CITYLTD

(A J&K Government Undertaking)
Tel.N0:0194-2455370

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(CIN:U70200JK2017SGC010107)

knowledge of the Kashmir conflict is itself not reformed, and is itself ties lack vision, they focus on pity issues. No one S.No| Name of Work Name of | Estimated | Cost of Tender| Earnest | Head of Class Of Contract Time Allowed
N L X " ) - . Organization Cost Document Money |Account for completion
to draw such conclusions, Lapid ac-  headed this way," Lapid added. will talk like me as they have no developmental T 2 3 2 6 7 3 9
Facade improve- Agency/ Entity/ Company/ Firm/
° o 0 ment of Heritage Srinagar Approved and eligible contractors
Old Aged People Made To ' Internal Cohesiveness Critical L | Marketsofthe | SmartCity | g% | R4,500/- | %00 | SSCL | registored with J&K State PWD, CPWD, | 04 Months
0,0 o ge ° Downtown, Sri- Ltd ’ Railways and other State/Central
Suffer By Govt: Er Yatoo For Ambitious Industrialization naga (PartB). Goverments
2. The Bid document consisting of Information to Bidders(ITB), Information and Documents to be furnished along with the Bid, General & Special

Says BMO’s Should Have Been Authorized To

Verify The Age Of Beneficiaries

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Vice President Kashmir
Province Er. Nazir Yatoo said on Wednesday that he was
surprised to know that old age pensioners and widows are
being asked to get the age certificate verified through Chief
Medical Officers (CMOs) at district headquarters.

"How we can quantify that person's suffering who
travel 30 kilometers from home to the CMO office in this
freezing weather waiting in queue while using a stick to
stand up,” Yatoo said.

"There would not have been a rush at CMO offices if the
government had conducted age verification at the block lev-
el no one would have suffered” he said. Yatoo further added
it is upsetting to see our people moving from pillar to post in
order to keep getting the meager financial aid.

“This pension is only a means of sustenance for some
people, and the government should consider those elderly
pensioners who live alone and do not have care givers to
assist them in reaching the CMO office at least authorize
BMO’s to issue age certificates in those cases” he added.

Srinagar News Editor-In-
Chief Bereaved

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Mohammad Sidig Wani, elder brother of
late Meraj-ud-Din Wani founder of daily Srinagar News
and uncle of Chief Editor of the daily Igbal Wani passed
away on 30 November Wednesday. As a government of-
ficer Mohammad Sidiq worked all his life for the welfare
of society.

Igbal Wani remembered his deceased uncle as a man
with great knowledge, a pure soul, a well-behaved hu-
man being and a down-to-earth person.

"I have learned so many things from my uncle. He was
arole model for me. My uncle would encourage achieving
big in life and be loyal to my work. He would always guide
me and enlighten me on various issues" Igbal added.

Process: FCIK

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Federation
of Chambers of Industries
Kashmir (FCIK) has called for
a considerable degree of in-
ternal cohesiveness through
well-meaning and accountable
bureaucracy to accomplish and
foster the ambitious industrial-
ization process launched by the
government for UT of Jammu
and Kashmir.

In a meeting with Advisory
Committee of FCIK, the Presi-
dents of various industrial es-
tates, while registering their
problems, complained of the
bureaucratic hick-ups and cal-
lousness in facilitating the pro-
spective entrepreneurs to set up
their industrial ventures besides
timely resolution of issues con-
fronting smooth operations of
the existing industry, a spokes-
person of trade body said.

The Presidents, he said,
cautioned that in case the
bureaucratic hurdles contin-
ued without any check and
accountability, the same can
harm the ambitious plan and
may also produce results in the
opposite direction.

“They said that the industri-
alization programme would re-
quire restructuring of the whole
hierarchy in industries depart-
ment with clear chain of com-
mand that decideabout matters
rapidly and also delegates pow-
ers to subordinate team mem-
bers. A set of officers having

clear understanding of indus-
trial promotion and dynamism
in approach needs to be put in
charge of various positions for a
longer duration of not less than
2-3 years, observed the mem-
bers,” he added.

FCIK members, the spokes-
person said, expressed regret
that 7 out of 10 District In-
dustries Centres (DICs) in the
valley had presently been ren-
dered headlesswhich include
DICs of Baramulla, Anantnag,
Budgam, Kupwara, Kulgam,
Shopian and Bandipora.

He said that the members
questioned the bureaucracy
that why should it ignore re-
placements in DICs during rou-
tine transfers of officers when
it was aware that the role of
DICs in promoting, facilitating
and developing industry in the
district was pivotal and critical.

“They said that assigning of
additional charge of DICs to
officers already overburdened
with their own jobs, generates
more distrust and skepticism
than giving any hope and sol-
ace to the entrepreneurs, the
members said,” he added.

Speaking on the occasion, the
spokesperson said that Presi-
dent Shahid Kamili revealed that
FCIK had time and again taken
up the matter of appointment
of GMs with relevant authori-
ties but it was unfortunate that
instead of filling the vacant po-
sitions, many more DICs were
eventually rendered headless.

Conditions of Contract, and set of terms and conditions of contract and other necessary documents will be uploaded on the website: www.jktenders.gov.
in from29/11/2022.TheBidderscan take part in the bidding process as per below tabulated schedule:

No: SSCL/CE0/14207-10
DIPK-NB-5294-22
Dated:30/11,/2022

S. No. Particulars Schedule
1 |Date of issue of IFB Date: 29-11-2022
2 |Availability of Bid Document on e-procurement portal Date: 29-11-2022 & Time: 15:00 Hrs.
3 | Date of receipt of pre-bid queries Date: 05-12-2022
4  |Date of pre-bid meeting Date: 08-12-2022 & Time: 14:00 Hrs.
6 | Dead line for Submission of bids . |Date: 14-12-2022 & Time: 16:00 Hrs.
Last Date for receipt of physical instruments of Cost of Bid Document and Se-
7|2 F [CCCIPL Ot P : | Date: 14-12-2022.
curity Deposit.
8 | Opening of Technical Bids Date: 15-12-2022 & Time: 14:00 Hrs.
9 |Date of opening of Financial Bid To be informed separately

3. Bids shall be received “on line” on or before 14/12/2022. The bidder must possess Compatible Dlgltal Signature Certificate (DSC) and proper used ID.

4. If any date specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the time will remain the same.

5. The Schedule indicated above is tentative and the Employer may change any or the entire schedule with prior intimation to all bidders.

6. Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid Document along with the receipt of requisite Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD) and non-refundable Cost of Bid Document.

7. The Cost of Bid Document is to be paid through DD/NEFT/RTGS in favour of Chief Executive Officer Srinagar Smart City Limited with Bank Account details
as under:

Name of Bank: ICICI Bank Ltd.
Branch: Karan Nagar, Srinagar.
Bank Account Number: 252705001239,

IFSC Code: 1CIC0002527

MICR Code: 190229002

8. The Earnest Money Deposit (Bid Security) may be paid through CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Chief Executive Officer, Srinagar Smart City Limited, with Bank
Account details as stated above or may be submitted through a Bank Guarantee, having a validity of 60 days beyond Bid Validity Period of 120 days. The
Bank Guarantee shall be pledged to Chief Executive Officer, Srinagar Smart City Limited, Srinagar and shall be submitted in the format provided in the
Bid Document.

9. The eligible bidders registered as Micro and Small Enterprises shall be provided bid document free of cost and shall be exempted from depositing Bid
Security subject to furnishing of relevant valid certificate/documents for claiming such exemption. However, in lieu of Bid Security, the MSE bidder is
required to submit the Bid Security Declaration on a duly notarized non-judicial stamp paper of Rs.100/-in the format as provided in the Bid Document.

10. The bidder is required to quote in the prescribed format provided on the e-procurement portal and the selection will be done on least cost basis.

11. Right to revise oramend this notice and / or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date notified for submission of offers or on any subsequent
date is reserved by the Employer.

12. The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

13. The Employer reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals, cancel the bidding process, at any time prior to the award of contract, without
assigning any reason therefor and thereby assumes no responsibility of incurring any liability to the affected applicants.

14. Any information regarding the IFB and / or Bid Document can be had from the office of undersigned during office hours.

15. All bidders shall upload Verification Certificate from concerned Chief Engineer /Superintending Engineer of Enlistment Registration Card.

16. If verification is not done then it is mandatory to upload affidavit from First Class Executive Magistrate regarding the Genuineness of the Contractor

Card. The Bidders are subject to be disqualified if they have made misleading or false representation in the forms, statements, affidavits duly attested by
Magistrate and attachments submitted in proof of the qualification requirement: and/or Record of poor performance such as abandoning the works, not
properly completing the contract, inordinate delays incompletion, litigation history, or financial failures etc.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer
Srinagar Smart City Limited.
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Telcos To Stop 5G Services
In High-Frequency Bands In
And Around Airports

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Telecom operators
will need to shut down 5G ser-
vices in high-frequency bands
in and around airports follow-
ing restrictions imposed by
the Department of Telecom at
the request of the civil aviation
ministry, according to sources.

Based on buffer and safety
zone details provided by the
aviation ministry, the DoT has
asked telecom operators to not
install 5G base stations in the
3.3-3.6 Ghz band in the area of
2.1 kilometres from both ends
of the runway and 910 meters
from the centre line of the run-
way of Indian airports with im-
mediate effect.

"Telecom operators will need
to shut down 5G service in the
3.3-3.6 Ghz band only in and
around airports based on the or-
der. It is a temporary restriction.
The services can be restored af-
ter DGCA (Directorate General
of Civil Aviation) ensures that
altimeters at all aircraft have
been replaced. DGCA has not
shared any timeline for com-
pleting the replacement exer-
cise," a source told PTL

Airtel is the only telecom op-
erator that has installed 5G ser-
vices at select airports, includ-
ing at Patna, Bengaluru, Pune,
Varanasi and Nagpur.

The DoT notice dated No-
vember 29 has asked telecom
operators to tilt down 5G base
stations to avoid interference
of 5G signals with that of altim-
eters-- a device which helps pi-
lots maintain the desired height
of the aircraft.

The DoT in the notice said that
DGCA is expected to complete
the altimeter replacement ex-
ercise in a proactive and time-
bound manner.

DoT has requested DGCA to
provide a timeline for replace-
ment of radio altimeters and its
filters with a sharp cut-off date.

"Further, DGCA should com-
municate geo-coordinates of four
corners of all the airstrips where
such limitations or restrictions
are required to be placed on 5G
systems, within 30 days from is-
sue of this letter," the notice dat-
ed November 29 said.

Centre's Fiscal Deficit
Touches 45.6% Of Full-Year
Target At End-Oct

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government's
fiscal deficit in end-October
touched 45.6 per cent of the full
year Budget Estimate, accord-
ing to the data released by the
Controller General of Accounts
(CGA) on Wednesday.

In actual terms, the fiscal defi-
cit -- the difference between ex-
penditure and revenue -- was Rs
7,58,137 crore during the April-
October period of 2022-23.

In the corresponding period
last year, the deficit was 36.3
per cent of the Budget Estimates
of 2021-22.

For 2022-23, the fiscal deficit
of the government is estimated
to be Rs 16.61 lakh crore or 6.4
per cent of the GDP.

As per the CGA data, the net
tax revenue at Rs 11.71 lakh
crore was 60.5 per cent of BE
2022-23. During the corre-
sponding period of 2021-22, the
tax revenue (net) was 68.1 per
cent of that year's BE.

Central government's total
expenditure during April-Octo-
ber works out to be Rs 54.3 per
cent of BE 2022-23, higher than
52.4 per cent of BE in the year-
ago period.

Commenting on the data, Adi-
ti Nayar, Chief Economist, ICRA
said in April-October 2022-23,
while the Government of In-
dia's net tax revenues reported
a healthy growth of 11 per cent,
the 14 per cent contraction in
non-tax revenues, combined
with the 10 per cent rise in reve-
nue expenditure, and the robust
62 per cent expansion in capex,
widened the fiscal deficit to Rs
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7.6 lakh crore from Rs 5.5 lakh
crore in the first seven months
of 2021-22.

"Taking into account the es-
timated additional expenditure
that is likely in FY2023, we es-
timate the extent of the over-
shoot in the fiscal deficit at a
modest (about) Rs 1 lakh crore,
given the considerable upside
seen in non-excise tax revenues
as well as savings expected un-
der other expenditure heads,"
she said.

Going by the buoyancy in
the revenue collections in the
first seven months, Shailendra
Kumar, Chairman of the TIOL
Knowledge Foundation, said
that the Union Government has
done much better than expect-
ed in bridging the fiscal deficit
for the current fiscal.

"At the present pace, my ex-
pectation is that the Union Fi-
nance Minister would be tap-
ping her feet by lowering the
projected deficit of 6.4 per cent
by a good measure,” he said.

As per the CGA data, the cen-
tral government's total receipts,
including non-tax revenue,
stood at Rs 13.85 lakh crore
or 60.7 per cent of the current
year's BE. In the year-ago period,
the total receipts had touched
64.7 per cent of BE 2021-22.

RBI's Modified Digital
Lending Norms ToCome

Press Trust Of India

In Effect From Today

NEW DELHI: The Reserve
Bank's modified guidelines on
digital lending that seek to pro-
tect customers from exorbitant
interest rates by certain entities
and also check unethical loan
recovery practices will come
into effect from Thursday.

Under the new norms, all
loan disbursals and repayments
are required to be executed only
between the bank accounts of
borrower and the regulated
entities (like banks and NBFCs)
without any pass-through/ pool
account of the Lending Service
Providers (LSPs).

Also, "any fees, charges, etc,
payable to LSPs in the credit
intermediation process shall be
paid directly by RE and not by
the borrower", the Reserve Bank
said in a press release while con-
veying the regulatory stance.

Executive Chairman of An-
dromeda Loans, V Swamina-
than, said, that since digital
loans and online repayments
have gained more prominence
post-pandemic, the need of the
hour is competent systems and
processes that would further
strengthen data privacy and se-
curity of confidential informa-
tion shared between customers
and regulated entities.

While the cost of compliance
may be significant for busi-

nesses that haven't revamped
their core business models, we
need to trust the central bank
as it tackles government is-
sues and consumer complaints
related to digital lending plat-
forms, such as the deployment
of arbitrary collection strate-
gies,"” he said.

While issuing the guidelines
in August, the RBI had said the
instructions are applicable to
the 'existing customers availing
fresh loans' and to 'mew cus-
tomers getting onboarded'.

Anil Pinapala, CEO and
Founder, Vivifi Finances said
the RBI has standardised the
cost disclosures with a uniform
Key Fact Statement (KFS) that
details an all-in APR (Annual
Percentage Rate), which fac-
tors in all the fees and interest

o
that are being charged to the
customers, empowering them
with the ability to compare this
rate across banks and NBFCs.

"Licensed and compliant
players will have an edge over
fintechs with other NBFC part-
nerships, and are likely to see
rising market share in the fu-
ture," Pinapala said, and added
the decision by the RBI will
protect the consumer and level
the playing field from the cus-
tomer's perspective.

Nageen Kommu, Founder
& CEO, Digitap said the RBI's
guidelines on digital lending
is a crucial development in the
credit ecosystem, consider-
ing the rapid rise of profound
credit tools and the country's
progressive financial inclusion
imperative.

Sensex Hits 63k Mark For First Time;
Nifty Ends At Fresh Lifetime High

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Benchmark BSE
Sensex settled above the
63,000-level for the first time
on Wednesday, extending its
winning momentum to sev-
enth day amid a largely posi-
tive trend in global markets
and continuous foreign fund
inflows.

The 30-share barometer
rallied 417.81 points or 0.67
per cent to settle at 63,099.65,
its fresh record closing high.
During the day, the bench-
mark jumped 621.17 points or
0.99 per cent to 63,303.01, its
lifetime intra-day peak.

The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 140.30 points or 0.75
per cent to end at 18,758.35,
its fresh record closing high.

Among the Sensex pack,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Ul-
traTech Cement, Power Grid,
Hindustan Unilever, Bharti
Airtel, Asian Paints, Tata Steel
and Titan were major gainers.

Indusind Bank, State Bank
of India, HCL Technologies
and ITC were among the lag-
gards.

"Domestic market contin-
ued its quest for gains, boost-
ed by FII inflows. However,
markets will be sensitive
to the Fed Chair's remarks
later in the day, as investors
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are expecting a moderation
in the pace of rate hikes. An
in-line comment will help to
sustain the rally while loos-
ening COVID-19 restrictions
in China is providing relief to
global markets," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped
1.06 per cent and smallcap
index climbed 0.61 per cent.

All sectoral indices ended
in the green, with utilities
rallying 2.52 per cent, power
jumped 2.35 per cent, metal
(1.96 per cent), auto (1.74 per
cent), commodities (1.62 per
cent), realty (1.54 per cent),
telecommunication (1.44 per
cent) and consumer discre-
tionary (1.25 per cent).

"Sentiment turned ex-
tremely bullish towards the

closing stages, as renewed
foreign institutional buying
propelled both the bench-
mark indices to scale fresh
highs. Also, strong European
markets opening further bol-
stered investors' sentiment
ahead of the Q2 GDP data
announcement,” Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity Re-
search (Retail), Kotak Securi-
ties Ltd, said.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Seoul, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended higher, while To-
kyo settled lower.

Equity exchanges in Europe
were trading higher in the
afternoon trade. Wall Street
had ended on a mixed note
on Tuesday.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was trading
1.83 per cent higher at USD
84.55 per barrel.

India GDP Growth Slips To
6.3% In Q2, Dragged Down By
Manufacturing, Mining Sectors

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India's economic
growth slowed down to 6.3
per cent in the July-September
quarter of this fiscal, dragged
down mainly by the poor per-
formance of manufacturing
and mining sectors, official data
showed on Wednesday.

However, India remained the
fastest-growing major economy
as China registered an economic
growth of 3.9 per cent in July-
September 2022.

The Indian economy grew by
8.4 per cent in July-September,
2021-22, as per the data re-

leased by the National Statisti-
cal Office (NSO). The gross do-
mestic product (GDP) expanded
by 13.5 per cent in the April-
June quarter this fiscal.

The second quarter GDP
growth is almost at par with the
RBI's projection of 6.1 per cent
to 6.3 per cent released earlier

this month in one of the articles
published in its bulletin.

"Real GDP or GDP at Constant
(2011-12) Prices in Q2 2022-23
is estimated at Rs 38.17 lakh
crore, as against Rs 35.89 lakh
crore in Q2 2021-22, showing a
growth of 6.3 per cent as com-
pared to 8.4 per cent in Q2 2021-
22," the NSO statement said.

The real GDP in absolute terms
stood at Rs 33.10 lakh crore in
the July-September quarter of
2020. It had contracted by 6.6
per cent in the second quarter
of 2020-21 on account of the
staggering impact of lockdown
restrictions to curb the spread

of coronavirus.

As per the data, Gross Value
Added (GVA) grew by 5.6 per
cent to Rs 35.05 lakh crore in
July-September this year.

The GVA growth in the farm
sector is 4.6 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter compared to 3.2 per
cent a year ago.

Govt Making Efforts To
Boost Farmers' Income:
Agriculture Minister

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- Agriculture Min-
ister Narendra Singh Tomar on
Wednesday stressed on im-
proving the lives of small farm-
ers and said the government is
making efforts to boost their
income.

The minister was speaking
at second FICCI sustainable ag-
riculture summit and awards
here.

Stating that India is primarily
an agriculture country, Tomar
said it is the duty of the govern-
ment and people to make farm
sector stronger for ensuring
food security.

The minister said the govern-
ment has taken a holistic view on
the agriculture sector in the last
eight years and taken several mea-
sures to boost productivity and
production of agriculture crops.

The government is also mak-
ing efforts to reduce input cost
and increase the income of the
farmers, he added.

Tomar pointed out that 86
per cent of the total farmers are
small and marginal ones. "There
is a need to improve their situa-
tions," he emphasised.

To boost the income of small
farmers, the minister high-
lighted that the government is
setting up 10,000 Farmers Pro-
ducer Organisations (FPOs) and
has also announced an infra-
structure fund of Rs 1 lakh crore.
New schemes with huge central
outlays have been introduced
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for the animal husbandry sector.

The Centre, Tomar said, is
providing farm loan worth Rs
18 lakh annually at a subsidised
interest rate.

The minister said the govern-
ment is also focusing on intro-
ducing new technologies in the
farm sector.

He highlighted that the minis-
try has already issued standard
operating procedures for usage
of drone technology in the agri-
culture sector.

The government is also trying
to promote organic and natu-
ral farming so that the use of
chemicals is reduced in the farm
sector.

Tomar highlighted that the
youth are now getting attracted
towards agriculture because of
the reforms taken by the gov-
ernment during the last eight
years to make Indian agriculture
profitable.

Today, Tomar said, an educat-
ed youth are confident that they
can earn money in agriculture
sector.

VC J&K-KVIB Chairs Awareness

Core Sector Output Growth
Slows To 20-Month Low

NEW DELHI: The growth rate in the produc-
tion of eight key sectors slowed down to
a 20-month low of 0.1 per cent in October
on account of contraction in the output of
crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, and
cement, according to the official data re-
leased on Wednesday.

In October last year, these sectors expand-
ed by 8.7 per cent. In September this year,
the core sectors' output growth stood at 7.8
per cent.

Last time it was in February 2021, when
the eight infrastructure sectors -- coal,
crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement and electricity -- re-
corded a negative growth of 3.3 per cent.

The growth rate during April-October this
fiscal was 8.2 per cent as against 15.6 per
cent a year ago. In October, crude oil, natural
gas, refinery products, and cement output
recorded negative growth rate.

However, fertiliser output rose by 5.4 per
cent in the month under review.

The growth rate in the production of coal,
steel and electricity slowed down to 3.6 per
cent, 4 per cent and 0.4 per cent respectively.

These numbers have implications on the
[P (index of industrial production) data.

The IIP data for October is expected to be
released by the government in the second
week of December. PTI

Agri Deptt Holds
Awareness Camp At Devsar

KULGAM: A daylong awareness camp on
Formalization of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises was Wednesday organized by
the Department of Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare in collaboration with Plan-
ning and Marketing department Kulgam
at Devsar, here.

A number of local farmers, Self-help
group members, prominent citizens, unem-
ployed youth and PRI representatives from
different villages of Block Devsar and Pahloo
attended the awareness camp.

Additional District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Kulgam, Showkat Ahmad
Rather was the chief guest.

While addressing the participants, the
ADDC deliberated upon the benefits of the
scheme and appealed to the youth to come
forward and establish food processing units
in the primary sector of the economy so that
employment can be generated besides food
is also preserved.

Chief Agriculture Officer, Sartaj Ahmad
Shah raised awareness about the PMFME
scheme. He said that the scheme has a
number of benefits like 35% subsidy, hassle
free loan from Financial Institutions, com-
plete hand holding for registration under
Udyam, FSSAI, GST along with full guidance
about Packaging, Labeling, Branding and
Marketing. ONS

2nd Coordination Meeting
Between STD, CGST Officers Held

JAMMU: The 2nd Coordination meeting
between the officers of State Taxes Depart-
ment (STD), J&K and Central GST (CGST)
officers was jointly held by Commissioner
State Taxes J&K, Dr. Rashmi Singh and Com-
missioner Central Goods and Service Taxes,
H.S. Negi Wednesday at Excise and Taxation
Complex here.

The meeting was held with an aim of ex-
ploring common ground in areas of infor-
mation exchange and for closer coordina-
tion in field activities.

During the meeting, the follow up action
of 1st Coordination Meeting by both the de-
partments was also discussed in detail.

Speaking during the meeting, the Com-
missioner State Taxes stated that through
the collaborative efforts of both State Taxes
Department and Central GST Chandigarh
Zone, we have established this platform of
coordination and today held the 2nd meet-
ing to take this discussion forward. She
added that the positive outcome yielded
from this platform will benefit not just tax
administering of just Centre and State but
also taxpayers.

Commissioner CGST, while speaking in
the meeting, said that we look forward for
more such meetings and closer coordina-
tion with UTGST officers for augmentation
of the Government revenue. ONS

Camp/ Interaction Programme

ANANTNAG: J&K Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Board (KVIB) Wednesday organised
an awareness camp cum interaction pro-
gramme with aspiring entrepreneurs and
educated unemployed youth of Kokernag
area at Meeting Hall (KDA) Kokernag, here.

Dr. Hina Shafi, Vice Chairperson (VC) J&K
KVIB was the chief guest on the occasion and
was accompanied by the Additional District
Development Commissioner (ADDC) Anant-
nag, Deputy CEO KVIB Kashmir Division, Dep-
uty CEO (P/R/S), District Officer KVIB Anantnag,
Officers from different Nationalised Banks viz.
J&K Bank, SBI, PNB, etc and other senior officers
of the Board and line departments.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Hina gave
a brief of details about various initiatives
being taken up by the Government with re-
gard to promoting “Ease of Doing Business”.

She informed the general masses, espe-
cially educated youth that the aim and ob-
jective of today's programme was to make
the unemployed educated youth and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs as partners in the eco-
nomic development of the UT of J&K there-
by improving their standard of living.

Dr. Hina assured the aspiring entrepre-
neurs of the area that the government is
committed to extend every type of hand-
holding support for development of the
Micro-Industrial Sector in UT of J&K. ONS

India To Grow 6.8-7% This
Fiscal: CEA

NEW DELHI: The Indian economy is on track to
achieve a 6.8-7 per cent GDP growth in the cur-
rent fiscal, Chief Economic Advsior V Anantha
Nageswaran said on Wednesday.

He said the economic recovery momentum
is continuing and the GDP is averaging the
2019-20 level.

"Overall, the real GDP growth in 2022-23 is
on track to be in the range of between 6.8-7 per
cent,” he said, adding that festival sales, PMI,
bank credit growth and auto sales data show that
the economy has maintained momentum de-
spite strong global headwinds, especially higher
input cost and monetary tightening.

After clocking a 13.5 per cent growth in April-
June quarter, the economic expansion slowed
to 8.4 per cent in July-September period. The
growth in the first half of this fiscal (April-Sep-
tember) stood at 9.7 per cent. The economic
growth last fiscal (2021-22) was 8.5 per cent.

The IMF (International Monetary Fund) has
projected Indian economy to grow at 6.8 per
cent this fiscal, while the RBI has pegged it at 7
per cent.

"In uncertain external environment and de-
spite exports not doing as well as it did last year,
domestic demand will drive GDP growth... Do-
mestic inflation is expected to ease further on
softening commodity prices and expectation of
some good rabi crop,” Nageswaran told reporters
after the September quarter GDP numbers. PTI
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2022 FIFA World Cup: Australia Beat Denmark,
Tunisia Stun France

Australia 1-0 Denmark

AL WAKRAH: Australia advanced
to the round of 16 at the World
Cup, beating favoured Denmark
1-0 Wednesday on Mathew Leck-
ie’s 60th-minute goal.

It is Australia’s first time in the
knockout stage since 2006, the
only other time they advanced out
of the group stage.

Leckie took a pass just around
the center circle and moved in and
around a Danish defender, eventu-
ally lacing a left-footed shot that
beat goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel

diving to his left.

Australia finished with six points
in Group D.

The World Cup proved to be a
major disappointment for Den-
mark after reaching the semifinals
in the 2020 European Champion-
ship. They slogged through a 0-0
draw in their opening match with
Tunisia and then recovered in a 2-1
loss against France.

The Danes attacked from the start
against Australia but could never
break through with the Socceroos.

pitch invader ran onto the field with what appeared to be a Palestinian flag midway through
the second half of the World Cup match between Tunisia and France on Wednesday.

The manran across the field at Education City. He did some acrobatic jumps before security
sprinted onto the field. He was then dragged off the field as one Tunisia player appeared to ask the
security officials to go easy on him.

Tunisia was leading 1-0 at the time.

Tunisia 1-0 France

AL RAYYAN: Defending champion
France won its World Cup group
despite losing to Tunisia 1-0
Wednesday.

Tunisia was aiming to bounce
back after failing to score in its
last two group stage outings. On
the other side, France was aiming
to capitalize on the momentum
built after back-to-back wins to
start the tournament.

Wahbi Khazri scored in the
58th minute to give the Tunisians
the victory, but it wasn’t enough

to get them into the round of 16.
Australia beat Denmark 1-0 in
other Group D game and finished
second on goal difference.

Khazri ran at the heart of the
French defense and beat two play-
ers before poking the ball into the
bottom corner. It was Tunisia’s
third victory at a World Cup.

France forward Antoine Griez-
mann thought he had evened
the score in the eighth minute of
stoppage time but he was ruled
offside following a video review.

Real Kashmir Take On
TRAU FC Toda

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Real Kashmir FC
will face TRAU FC in their I-
League fifth-round fixture at
Synthetic Turf TRC in Srinagar
on Thursday.

The Snow Leopards defeated
Churchill Brothers 1-0 on Mon-
day and have now moved to the
top the I League table with ten
points. RKFC is the only team
who are yet to concede a goal in
the competition.

Highlighting the importance
of the game, RKFC head coach
Mehrajuddin Wadoo told re-
porters at the pre-match con-
ference, “TRAU are a good team,
they have had good results and
it'’s going to be a really competi-
tive game. For us, it’s important
because we are on top of the
table and to maintain that, we
need three points tomorrow.”

RKFC's midfielder, Samuel
Kynshi, who hails from Megha-
laya, has become a key part of
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the team this season and feels
the team spirit can take them
through.

“The mood is really good in
the dressing room, we have
been working hard on the pitch
and all the players are ready to
perform. I think we will do re-
ally well if we can maintain this
momentum and work hard on
the things the coach tells us,”
Kynshi said.

TRAU FC come into the match
on the back of successive 1-0
defeats against Sreenidi Deccan
and Mohammedan Sporting.

The Imphal-based side is yet
to lose to Real Kashmir in their
five previous I-League meetings,
with four draws and one win.
The Snow Leopards defeated
Churchill Brothers for the first
time and will be hoping to do
the same against TRAU with the
support of their noisy home fans.

The match between Real
Kashmir and TRAU will kick off
at 2 PM.

VC’s Cricket Tournament
Concludes At IUST

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: The third Vice
Chancellor's Employees Cricket
Tournament, which ran from
Nov. 17 - 30, 2022, concluded at
the Islamic University of Science
and Technology on Wednesday.
The finale of the tournament
organised by the Directorate
of Physical Education & Sports,
[UST was played between
School of Sciences, TUST and
[UST Admin Group A teams.

The tournament was inaugu-
rated by Prof. Shakil A. Romshoo,
Vice Chancellor, IUST and Prof.
Naseer Igbal (Registrar, IUST)
was the Guest of Honour. Talking
on this occasion, Prof. Romshoo
praised both teams for making
it to the finals and emphasized
the relevance of such activities
for psychological well-being and

cultivating team spirit.

The tournament was won by
the IUST Admin team. Both the
winning and runner-up teams
were awarded. Faheem Gul was
adjudged Man of the Series and
Owais Rah was awarded the
Man of the Series. Congratulat-
ing the winning team on their
victory, Prof. Naseer Igbal said
that such activities should be
encouraged on the campus as
they endow confidence.

Other dignitaries who
watched the tournament along
with hundreds of students and
teachers include included Prof.
A. H Moon (Dean, School of En-
gineering and Technology), Prof.
Khuroo (Dean, School of Scienc-
es), Mr. Samir Wazir (Finance
Officer, IUST), and Dr. Fozia Qazi
(Head, Department of Math-
ematical Sciences).

New Zealand Win Series Against
India After Rain Washes Out 3rd ODI

Press Trust of India

CHRISTCHURCH: A sloppy In-
dia lost the three-match ODI
series against New Zealand
0-1 after rain washed out the
third and final game here on
Wednesday.

Chasing 220, New Zealand
were cruising at 104/1 in 18
overs, 50 runs ahead of the
Duckworth-Lewis par score,
when rain interrupted the
game yet again in the white-
ball series.

Kane Williamson and Co,
needing just 116 runs from as
many as 32 overs, though had
to be content with a 'no result’
as the game was two overs
short to be technically called
complete.

Having won the first ODI in
Auckland by seven wickets,
New Zealand thus sealed the
series 1-0.

The second match in Hamil-
ton, too, was abandoned after
two stoppages.

Overall, only two matches in
the six-ball white-ball series
produced result, exposing the

poor planning on part of the
concerned authorities. The se-
ries was organised less than a
week after the T20 World Cup
in neighbouring Australia. As
for India, the series exposed
their flawed selection policy.
The likes of Rishabh Pant (10
off 16 balls), Suryakumar Ya-
dav (6; 10b) and Deepak Hooda
(12; 25b) were the biggest fail-
ures as they lacked application
and failed to bide time after
Milne rocked the top-order.

Seeking to save the series, In-
dia found themselves in a spot
of bother, losing half of the side
in 25.3 overs.

But thanks to the efforts by
Washington Sundar (51 off 64
balls; 5x4s, 1x6) and Shreyas
Iyer (49; 59b) India managed
to get past the 200-run mark.

Dhawan and his men were
further disappointed by an in-
experienced bowling attack as
they struggled to get a break-
through.

PAK vs ENG: Virus Hits England
Camp, May Delay Rawalpindi Test

Reuters

ngland's preparation for

the opening test against
Pakistan has been thrown into
disarray by a virus sweeping
through the camp, which could
delay the start of the match
scheduled in Rawalpindi from
Thursday.

Captain Ben Stokes is among
several England players who
skipped Wednesday's optional
training session after being laid
low by the bug. Former captain
Joe Root was one of five players
who did attend.

"As far as I'm aware, a few
guys are not feeling 100%,"

Root told a news conference. "I
didn't feel great yesterday and
[ woke up a lot better today. So,
hopefully, it's a 24-hour virus.
Don't think it's like food poi-
soning or COVID or anything
like that.

"We are trying to do abso-
lutely everything right to make
sure we are prepared for this
game." England have named
their starting 11, giving a test
debut to Liam Livingstone and
recalling Ben Duckett to open
with Zak Crawley.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) said it was in touch with
its English counterpart and
added late on Wednesday that

the two unanimously agreed to
delay the decision on the com-
mencement of the test until
7.30 a.m local time (0230 GMT)
on Thursday.

"The two boards also agreed,
subject to the England players
not recovering well enough to
take the field on Thursday, then
the test will commence on Friday
and will be a five-day match,”
the PCB said in a statement.

"In this scenario, the sched-
ule of the second test in Mul-
tan and the third test in Kara-
chi will remain unaffected and
will be played as per original
schedule -- Dec. 9-13 and Dec.
17-21."

Germany Needs A Win
To Avoid WC Exit

Agencies

DOHA: After getting a favour
from Costa Rica, Germany needs
a win against the Central Ameri-
can team on Thursday to have any
chance of reaching the knockout
stages at the World Cup.

Costa Rica’s surprise win over
Japan on Sunday ensured Ger-
many did not face the prospect
of immediate elimination with a
loss to Spain later that day. With
the pressure off, Germany fought
back from a goal down and drew
1-1 thanks to Niclas Fiillkrug's
late equalizer to postpone its fate
to its final game in Group E.

TODAY’S MATCHES
Teams Kick Off
Croatia vs Belgium 8:30 PM
Canada vs Morocco 8:30 PM
Japan vs Span 12:30 AM

Costa Ricavs Germany 12:30 AM

“There isn’t much reason to be
really euphoric.”

Even a draw would be enough
for Costa Rica to reach the
knockout stages if Spain beats
Japan in the group’s other game
being played at the same time.

Spain leads Group E with four
points after two games, fol-
lowed by Japan and Costa Rica

Germany will advance to the
round of 16 with a win if Spain
also beats Japan in the other group
game. Costa Rica controls its fate
and will advance with a win.

“We have a lot of humil-
ity,” said Germany midfielder
Thomas Miiller, who pointed to
the team'’s position in the table.

both on three, while Germany
has just one.

If Japan wins or draws it could
go down to goal difference be-
tween Germany and Japan or
Spain, depending on the result.

Costa Rica will go through
with a win, while a draw will be
enough if Japan loses.

Neymar Continues Ankle
Treatment In Pool At The WC

Agencies

DOHA: Brazil forward Neymar
was undergoing ankle treatment
in a swimming pool Wednesday
to try to recover in time to play
again at the World Cup.

Neymar continued his phys-
iotherapy in a pool at the team’s
hotel along with right back Dani-
lo, who also has an injured ankle.
They were jogging and doing
other exercises in the pool.

Both players, along with left back
Alex Sandro, aren’t available for the
team’s final group match against
Cameroon on Friday. Neymar and
Danilo got hurt in the 2-0 win over
Serbia last week. They missed the
1-0 win against Switzerland on

Monday. Alex Sandro injured his
left hip against Switzerland.

Brazil reached the round of
16 in advance with its win over
Switzerland. A draw against
Cameroon will be enough to
give Brazil first place in Group G.

Brazil doctors haven’t given a
timetable on Neymar's recovery,
or said if he would return.

The forward injured his back in
the quarterfinal against Colom-
bia during the 2014 World Cup in
Brazil and missed the rest of the
tournament. He also missed the
2019 Copa América because of
another right ankle injury.

The five-time champions
haven't won the World Cup in
two decades. (AP)
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BSF Procures
2 SUV-Mounted

New Delhi: The BSF has pro-
cured two SUV-mounted
jammers, more than 1,400
hand-held thermal imag-
ers and about 100 drones for
surveillance and security ac-
tivities along important Indian
frontiers with Pakistan and
Bangladesh, a senior officer
said Wednesday.

The Border Security Force
(BSF) has also identified a to-
tal of 635 "vulnerable patches"
all along the 2,289-km-long
international  border with
Pakistan and along West
Bengal and Assam (as part of
the India-Bangladesh border)
for installing surveillance sys-
tems developed in-house by
the force.

The force has procured two
vehicle-mounted  jammers,
onboard Mahindra Scorpio
vehicles, for protecting troops
against remotely triggered
[EDs during their movement
in Jammu and Kashmir (from
Jammu to Srinagar in convoys),
the officer said.

A CRPF bus carrying 39
personnel, apart from one of-
ficial on road opening duty,

rammed an explosive-laden
vehicle in their convoy on
February 14, 2019 while they
were moving on the Jammu-
Srinagar highway.

The BSF has also placed or-
ders for procuring a total of
1,424 hand-held thermal im-
agers (HHTIs) for its border
security units, he said. The
gadget is used to detect move-
ment of terrorists along the
front during night time and
foggy climate.

Almost 100 small and big
drones have been procured
by the force for watching the
border areas and "we have
also received a sanction from
the Union home ministry for
purchase of an equal num-
ber of more such drones or
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs)", the officer said.

The BSF, raised in 1965, has
193 battalions on ground at
present and has an overall
strength of 2.65 lakh person-
nel. It is primarily deployed for
guarding Indian frontiers with
Pakistan and Bangladesh apart
from rendering a variety of du-
ties in the internal security do-
main of the country.

India-US Military Drills Near
LAC Violate The Spirit Of Sino-
India Agreements: China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing: China on Wednesday
said it was opposed to the joint
Indo-US military exercises be-
ing held near the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), asserting that it
violates the spirit of the two
border agreements signed be-
tween New Delhi and Beijing.

The 18th edition of the India-
US joint military exercise 'Yudh
Abhyas' is currently underway in
Uttarakhand, about 100 km from
the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

It aims to enhance interop-
erability and share expertise
between both armies in peace-
keeping and disaster relief
operations.

The nearly two-week exer-
cise began earlier this month.

"The joint military exercise
between India and the US close
to the LAC at the China-India
border violates the spirit of
the agreement between China
and India in 1993 and 1996,"
Chinese  Foreign  Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here.

"It does not serve the mutual
trust between China and India",
he said in response to a ques-
tion posed by a correspondent
from Pakistan.

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry's reference to the
1993 and 1996 agreements is
interesting as India termed
the People's Liberation Army's
(PLA) attempts to move a large
number of troops to the disput-
ed areas in the LAC in eastern
Ladakh in May 2020 violated
the bilateral agreements which
state that the boundary ques-
tion is resolved through peace-
ful and friendly consultations.

The military exercise is

conducted annually between
India and the US with the aim
of exchanging best practices,
tactics, techniques and proce-
dures between the armies of
the two nations.

"The 18th Edition of India-
US Joint Exercise #YudhAbhyas
commenced today at Foreign
Training Node, Auli. The aim of
Joint Exercise is to enhance in-
teroperability & share expertise
between both the Armies in
Peace Keeping & Disaster Relief
Operations. #IndianArmy
#IndiaUSFriendship," the
Indian Army tweeted on
November 19.

The previous edition of the
exercise was conducted at Joint
Base Elmendorf Richardson,
Alaska, the US in October 2021,
officials said.

The Ministry of Defence
here on November 15 had said
that US Army soldiers of 2nd
Brigade of the 11th Airborne
Division and Indian Army sol-
diers from the Assam Regiment
will be participating in the

=

exercise.

The joint exercise will also
focus on humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief
(HADR) operations.

Troops from both nations
will practice launching swift
and coordinated relief efforts in
the wake of any natural calam-
ity, the ministry said.

The exercise between the
armies of India and the US will
facilitate both armies to share
their wide experiences, skills
and enhance their techniques
through information exchange.

In August, the Chinese mili-
tary expressed similar concern
over the India-US military
exercises.

Since the June 2020 Galwan
Valley clash between Chinese
and Indian armies, bilateral
ties between the two countries
have taken a severe hit.

India has consistently main-
tained that peace and tranquil-
ity along the LAC are important
to the overall development of
bilateral relations with China.

Karnataka HC upholds
ban on PFI with
immediate effect

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bengaluru: The High Court
of Karnataka has upheld the
recent ban imposed on the
Popular Front of India (PFI)
and stated that the Centre has
the power under the Unlawful
Activities  (Prevention) Act,
1967 to ban an organisation
with immediate effect.

Asingle judge bench of Justice
M Nagaprasanna on Wednesday
pronounced the judgment in a
petition challenging the Union
government's recent ban on PFL
The ban was challenged by Nasir
Pasha, a resident of Bengaluru
and the state president of the
proscribed outfit.

"The proviso to sub-section (3)
of Section 3 permits the Central
Government that in the event it is
of the opinion that circumstances
exist which renders it necessary
for the Government to declare an
association to be unlawful with
immediate effect, it may for rea-
sons to be stated in writing direct
that the notification shall have
effect from the date of its pub-
lication in the official gazette,”
Justice Nagaprasanna said in his
judgment.

The Centre is empowered
under the proviso to bring
in any notification declaring
any organisation to be unlaw-
ful with immediate effect, the
judge said, adding that the
only rider to this is that reasons
should be recorded in writing.

The government had issued an
order banning the organisation
and its allied outfits for a period
of five years with immediate ef-
fect on September 28. The Centre
took this action after raids on the
offices of PFl and the residences of
its members across the country.

The senior counsel for the pe-
titioner had argued that there

was no warrant to bring the
notification into operation with
immediate effect and there are
no separate reasons recorded
for the said purpose.

The counsel had submitted
that a fundamental right under
Article 19(4) of the Constitution
cannot be taken away in a per-
functory manner without re-
cording separate reasons for
bringing into effect the notifi-
cation with immediate effect.

However, the Union govern-
ment contended that "in the
notification itself sufficient
reasons are indicated for bring-
ing into effect the notification
with immediate effect. Though
no separate notification is is-
sued, it is not a case where
there are no reasons recorded
in writing as is necessary under
the proviso to sub-section (3)
of Section 3 of the Act."

The High Court accepted the
government's arguments. "A
perusal at the notification un-
der challenge would indicate
that reasons are present in the
notification itself. Article 19(1)
(c) of the Constitution of India
on which much emphasis is
laid on is also hedged with rea-
sonable restrictions to be im-
posed in certain circumstances
under Article 19(4) of the
Constitution of India," it said.

Citing earlier judgments that had
upheld bans on organisations in
similar circumstances, the HC dis-
missed the petition stating, "In the
light of the judgment rendered by
the High Court of Delhi in the case
of Islamic Research Foundation
which was considering the case of
Mohammad Jafar rendered by the
apex court and the fact that reasons
are found in the impugned notifica-
tion itself, I do not find any warrant
that would entail interference at
the hands of this court.”
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being made to fill the gap between
policies and implementation.

“Basic needs like electricity, toilet,
drinking water, LPG connection and
other facilities for the PMAY-G houses
are being met through convergence
of other government schemes,” he
added.

The LG also highlighted the ma-
jor role of the Rural Development
Department and Deputy
Commissioners in formulating precise
Statistics for effective implementation
of welfare schemes.

Chief Secretary Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta called for collecting realistic
data of left-out eligible beneficiaries of
PMAY-G followed by corrective mea-
sures to realize the goal of ‘Housing
for all’.

He further asked the district admin-
istrations to make district-wise com-
pendium of houses being provided
under the scheme.

Commissioner/Secretary,
Department of Rural Development &
Panchayati Raj Mandeep Kaur apprised
the LG about the targets of PMAY and
Awaas Plus and the achievements
made till date.

It was informed that against the tar-
get of 2, 00,619 houses, as many as 1,
03,577 have been completed. Further,
Block level camps were organized in
all districts wherein an exhaustive
exercise was conducted to update the
permanent waiting list of PMAY-G
beneficiaries.

To mark the occasion, 20 PMAY-G
beneficiaries were handed over
cheques of Rs 50,000 each by the LG.

‘People Expect

programme, at the Civil Secretariat,
an official  spokesperson  said
Wednesday.

The LG directed the officers to
strengthen public confidence and
passed on-spot directions to resolve
their complaints.

“People want to be heard and ex-
pect quick action from the adminis-
tration. LG’s Mulaqaat has emerged
as a people-friendly platform, which
enables & values complaints & ensures
grievances are handled promptly and
accountability is fixed for further im-
provements,” the LG said.

“Listening to people first is the top
priority of the administration. The
ease of conversations through LG’s
Mulaqaat stimulates different de-
partments to support citizen-centric
system that provides seamless and
integrated public services to meet the
increasing societal expectations,” he
added.

Sinha further said that feedback
system on complaints handling have
ensured equitable, objective, and un-
biased process.

“All the departments are working
in an efficient, effective, integrated,
and coherent manner with increased

citizen participation,” he said.

Noting that Deputy Commissioners
and SPs are the face of the administra-
tion, the LG called upon officials to dis-
charge their responsibilities and serve
the common man with utmost sensi-
tivity, besides adhering to the time-
lines of developmental projects and
ensuring close synergy between dif-
ferent government agencies to achieve
optimal results on the ground.

Taking serious note of grievances re-
garding delays in issuance of revenue
extracts, the LG directed all the Deputy
Commissioners to personally monitor
the extension of revenue services.

On the issue of damaged building of
Government Middle School, Gadyara,
Ramban, the chair was informed by
the concerned Deputy Commissioner
that the said school has been declared
unsafe during the safety audit.

He further informed that the school
has been included among the unsafe
schools by the Union Ministry for the
repair and reconstruction works.

Similarly, an applicant namely
Sumair Javed Khan drew the attention
of the authorities to the dilapidated
condition of the road from Rajouri
town to Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah
University.

The LG assured the applicant that
the administration was aware of the
issue and necessary action in regard
has already been initiated to provide
relief to the people at the earliest.

On the issue of functioning of the
street lights at Pahalgam raised by an
applicant namely Showkat Ahmad
from Anantnag, concerned officers
briefed the chair on the measures tak-
en to address this issue with alacrity.

During the interaction, most of
the randomly selected applicants ex-
pressed their gratitude to the LG for
prompt redressal of their grievances
by the authorities.

On the occasion, the LG directed
the DCs and other officials to coordi-
nate with the Science and Technology
Department for effective implementa-
tion of PM-KUSUM (Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan) scheme, and installa-
tion of solar pumps and roof top solar
panels.

Discusses Security

an official spokesperson.

The GOC and the LG discussed vari-
ous important aspects pertaining to
the prevailing security scenario, he
said. Major General Neeraj Gosain,
GOC Tiger Division accompanied the
GOC 9 Corps.

Earlier, the spokesperson said,
a delegation of Borderless World
Foundation headed by its founder,
Adhik Kadam also called on the LG
and apprised him on the issue pertain-
ing to GI registration for Doda Gucchi
Mushroom.

“They also briefed the LG on the ef-
forts of their foundation in promoting
the local products and protecting the

interests of the farmers,” he said.

The LG, he said, assured the mem-
bers of the delegation of due consid-
eration of all genuine issues projected
by them.

CBI Files Case

board on March 6 and its results
were published on April 21.

The results showed a high percent-
age of selected candidates were from
the districts of Jammu, Kathua and
Reasi, leading to allegations of paper
leak and other irregularities, they said.

“There were allegations regard-
ing malpractices in the examination
and the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir constituted an inquiry com-
mittee to look into the same. The re-
port of the committee revealed the
alleged conspiracy amongst officials
of JKSSB, a private company based in
Bengaluru, beneficiary candidates and
others causing gross irregularities in
the conduct of the said examination,”
the CBI spokesperson said.

It was also alleged that JKSSB vio-
lated rules in assigning the task of set-
ting question paper to the Bengaluru-
based private company, they said

BSF Officer

sub-inspector recruitment scam in
the Union territory.

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) arrested Singh on October 18 for
allegedly using touts to get his son the
question paper of the recruitment ex-
amination conducted by the Jammu
and Kashmir Services Selection Board
(JKSSB) in March.

Rejecting the bail plea, Justice
Mohan Lal said there is every danger
of the course of justice being thwart-
ed, if the petitioner is freed on bail.

“Offence indicated against the pe-
titioner is heinous and grave in na-
ture and such types of offences are
to be dealt with severity and with
iron hands. Showing leniency in such
matters would be really a case of mis-
placed sympathy,” Justice Lal said in
his 14-page order.

Additional ~ Advocate  General
Monika Kohli, appearing for the re-
spondents in the case, vehemently
opposed the grant of bail to the ac-
cused arguing that the petitioner has
indulged in criminal conspiracy with
officials of JKSSB and the company
assigned the task of conducting the
written examination.

She said as many as 33 accused per-
sons are indicted in the case registered
against the petitioner who is the “mas-
termind” of the scam.

Kohli said the investigation is un-
derway and more accused are likely to
be arrested for sustained interrogation
and if the petitioner/accused is en-
larged on bail it will be difficult for the
investigating agency to unearth the
inter-state gangs operating in several
states.

Agreeing with the argument of
Kohli, who is also the CBI counsel, the

judge said the investigating agency
must be provided sufficient time to
unearth the paper leak scam and bring
the offenders to book.

“..I am of the considered opinion
that at this stage when the investiga-
tion is yet to be completed, it is the
fittest case, where bail ought not be
granted and the petitioner too has
failed to carve out a strong case for
bail in his favour. The bail application
being misconceived under law is disal-
lowed, rejected and dismissed,” Justice
Lal said.

The judge said the petitioner being
a Border Security Force (BSF) person-
nel in the rank of chief medical officer
was required to exhibit high integrity,
official conduct and decorum above
board, but has displayed a character
of “unbecoming of a person of defence
force”.

“He has been found indulged in
criminal conspiracy with other ac-
cused persons in a huge scam of irreg-
ularities in the written examination
of J&K Police Sub-Inspectors posts in
regard to leak of question papers and
their sale in lieu of money, wherein
the investigating agency so far has
recovered a cash amount of Rs 61.79
lakh,” he said.

The Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration had cancelled the police sub-
inspector recruitment process in July
following allegations of irregularities
and recommended a CBI probe.

On November 12, the CBI had filed
a charge sheet against 24 persons,
including Singh, who along with co-
accused allegedly used a network of
middlemen and officials of Jammu
and Kashmir Police and central para-
military forces to target aspirants will-
ing to cough up Rs 20-30 lakh to get
through the recruitment process.

DySP Crime

Rules, 1956, Varinder Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Crime
Branch, Jammu, shall be deemed to
have been placed under suspension
with effect from 11.11.2022, i.e. the
date of arrest of officer in case No.
FIR No.15/2022, U/s 7 of Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1988, in P/S Anti
Corruption Bureau, Jammu,” reads
the order issued by Additional Chief
Secretary, Raj Kumar Goyal.

The order said the officer would
remain attached to the police head-
quarters during the period of his
suspension

According to the anti-graft body,
the DySp was caught red-handed on
November 11 from Trikuta Nagar while
accepting a bribe of Rs 50,000 from a
complainant to favour him in settling
a property dispute. The deal, the ACB
has said, had settled at Rs 2 lakh.

Cold Conditions

recorded a low of minus 1.6°C
against minus 1.8°C on the previous
night, while in Pahalgam, the mercury
settled at minus 3.4°C against minus

4.2°C on the previous night and it was
normal for the south Kashmir resort,
he said.

Kokernag recorded a low of minus
0.3°C against 0.1°C on the previous
night and it was 0.1°C above normal
for the place, he said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minus
1.0°C against minus 1.5°C the pre-
vious night, the official said. It was
2.1°C above normal for the world fa-
mous skiing resort in north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district, the official said.

In Kupwara town, the mercury
settled at minus 2.5°C against minus
2.4°C on the previous night, the official
said. It was 1.4°C below normal for the
north Kashmir place, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 10.0°C
against 9.8°C on the previous night. It
was 0.3°C below normal for J&K’s win-
ter capital, he said. Banihal recorded
a low of 1.2°C (0.7°C below normal),
Batote 4.1°C (0.5°C above normal),
Katra 8.9°C (0.3°C above normal)
and Bhadarwah 2.8°C (1.5°C above
normal).

In Ladakh, Leh recorded minus
6.8°C, Kargil minus 10.7°C and mer-
cury in Drass, the world’s second
coldest place after Siberia, settled at
minus 9.6°C, the official said. The MeT
department has forecast mainly dry
weather till December 7. (GNS)

IB In Jammu

and attempts from across the border
to carry out infiltrations,” he said.

“All infiltration attempts have been
foiled. Seven infiltration bids were
foiled and all the guides and infiltra-
tors eliminated,” he said, adding that
none of the infiltration attempts this
year had been successful.

Boora added that four AK assault
rifles, seven pistols and nearly 50 kg
heroin had been seized.

“The border in Jammu is totally safe.
We have been able to ensure safety
and security throughout the year. We
hope that there will be no infiltrations
from across the border in 2023,” he
said.

Boora said he hoped that such a sit-
uation would prevail on the borders in
the days to come.

“We promise that there will be no
compromise with the security of the
borderline. We will work to ensure
zero infiltration,” he added.

Referring to the pressure on troops
along the International Border during
the winter months as the focus of infil-
tration shifts from the Line of Control
(LoC), he said there was always pres-
sure on them.

“Our motto is zero infiltration.
Whether it is winter, summer, fog or
rain, our focus is not to allow anyone
to cross the International Border,” he
said.

Admitting that drone activity was a
problem, Boora said, “As the problem
intensified, the measures to contain it
were upgraded,” he said.

Boora added that the deployment

of the new measures and equipment
had largely decreased drone activity
in Jammu.

Comparing the drone activity with
that in the Punjab sector, he said that
unlike before, the BSF was shooting
down unmanned aerial vehicles every
two to three days.

“The troops are alert to the drone
threat. In the future, we are confident
of fully containing it. In Jammu, it has
been contained with the joint effort
and coordination of security forces
and police,” he said.

He said security forces and police
had recovered most of the weapons
and explosives dropped from drones
in various places of the Jammu region
and the Kashmir Valley.

Boora said Jammu had won the
award for best border management
among all 11 frontiers while the 48th
battalion bagged the DG’s Trophy for
best operational work during the year.

The border is made of three compo-
nents -- border, bordermen and border
population. He said, “It is very impor-
tant that all the three components
have coordination to ensure security,
safety and peaceful borders.”

He said there was full coordina-
tion between the BSF and the border
population, adding that the force was
reaching out to people living in the
area and providing them all help.

Boora added that farmers, who
stopped agriculture along the
International Border due to firing, had
started farming with the BSF's support.

When asked about the smuggling
of Turkey- and China-made weapons
into the country, Boora said, “It is im-
material for us from where Pakistan
and terror outfits get them. Our aim is
to seize them and not allow anyone to
use them.”

Replying to a question on Pakistan’s
alleged involvement in terror activi-
ties along the International Border, he
said, “It is not possible that such ac-
tivities (infiltration, drone flights) are
done without the involvement of their
(Pakistan) security agencies. They fully
support them (terrorists) and are part
of these operations.”

“We Kkeep protesting with our
Pakistan counterparts for these activi-
ties,” he added.

When asked about the terrorists
who entered through the tunnel via
Samba and engineered the attack on
Sunjwan, he said, “The tunnel was
detected and the terrorists who came
through killed. It shows the coordina-
tion of the security forces.”

Calling narco-terrorism an effort to
finance terror operations, Boora said,
“We did not allow it to be successful
on the Jammu border.”

Asked about the alleged involvement
of a BSF officer in the recruitment scam
being investigated by the CBI, he said
the officer was being probed.

“The BSF has nothing to do with. He
has done it in his personal and indi-
vidual capacity,” Boora said.
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