
25
th

Sunday 30 October 2022 | 03 Rabi-ul-Sani | 1444 Hijri | Srinagar | Vol: 25 | Issue: 255 | Pages: 08 | Price: `3

www.kashmirobserver.net twitter.com / kashmirobserver facebook.com/kashmirobserver Postal Regn: L/159/KO/SK/2014-2016

Vested Interest Rattled By 
J&K’s Transformation: LG

Landslide Hits Power Project 
Site In Kishtwar, 1 Dead
5 Injured, Many Trapped; Rescue Ops Underway

Observer News Service

One person was killed on Saturday and five are 
feared trapped after a landslide hit an area where 
labourers were constructing a link road near a 

power project site in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kishtwar 
district, officials said. Five people were also injured in 
the incident that occurred in the Ratle area, they said.

Labourers were working on the construction of a 
link road near the Ratle power project site and a JCB 
machine was digging when a big More on P6

Says People Want 
Development, 
Prosperity And A Better 
Future For The Country
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha said on Saturday 
that people want development, 
prosperity for the society and 
a better future for the country 
while those with vested interest 
are rattled by overall transfor-
mation in the Union Territory.

“People are now coming 
out on the street More on P6

BACK TO VILLAGE ALSO PROVIDES AN opportunity to every single individual to 
foil the nefarious attempt of anti-social elements. People should expose justification 
or condoning of terrorism under whatever pretext by those trying to disrupt peace.”

• Over 25,000 Govt 
Employees to Participate 
At All Levels

• 15-18 Lakh People 
Expected To Participate 
In B2V4

• Target To Issue 2 To 2.50 
Lakh Certificates Under 
Various Services.

• 1Lakh Golden Cards, 10 
Lakh Land Passbooks To 
Be Issued

• 60,000 To 65,000 Youth 
To Be Identified For Self 
Employment Assistance

‘It’s Our 
Commitment To 
Serve People Equally’

Observer News Service

The Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha 

said on Saturday that the 
expectations of the people 
have grown immensely as 
a result of socio-economic 
success and a responsive 
service delivery system, and 
thus it is the responsibility of 
administration More on P6

HC Reopens Nadimarg Massacre Case After 11 Years
Now Statement of Witnesses To Be Recorded In Jammu
Agencies

Srinagar: The High Court 
of J&K and Ladakh on 
Saturday ordered the re-
opening of the infamous 
Nadimarg massacre case 
in which 24 Kashmiri 
Pandits were killed on 
March 23, 2003.

Allowing a revision 
petition filed by the 
Government against the 
2011 order by the trial 

court in Shopian, a bench of 
Justice Vinod Chatterji Koul 
directed examination 
of the witnesses on 
commission.

“In view of 
the well settled 
legal position 
laid down by the 
Supreme Court, I 
am of the view that 
the court below has dis-
missed the application of 
the prosecution-State for 

examining the witness on 
commission on the irrel-

evant consideration 
while overlooking 

the material and 
relevant aspects 
of the case,” the 
court said.

 “This revi-
sion petition is 

allowed and order 
dated 09.02.2011, passed 
by the court below is set-
aside, and the application 

for issuance of commis-
sion for examination of 
witnesses moved by the 
prosecution-State/peti-
tioner is allowed,” the 
High Court said, adding, 
“The court below shall 
now take all the neces-
sary measures for ensur-
ing the examination of 
the witnesses concerned 
by issuing commission 
and/or recording their 
statement More on P6

Snowfall, Colder Days May 
Hit Surface Traffic: MeT
Urges Farmers To Harvest 
Produce Prone To Such 
Weather Conditions

Agencies

Srinagar: Weather de-
partment on Saturday said 
that snowfall and low tem-
perature during the first 

week of November may lead 
to temporary disruption of 

surface transportation, 
mainly over Zojila 
and Mughal Road.

“As per today's 
conditions,  for 

whole 1st week of 
November (1-6th) weather is 
most likely More on P6
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 Outreach  |  Transparency  |  Delivery 

Awami Muhim
October 15-26, 2022

Concluded  
Successfully

Visiting Every 
Panchayat Across J&K

4,500  
Gazetted Officers 

Focus on 
Youth, Skills and Self Employment

Good Governance and Panchayati Raj
Nasha Mukt, Rozgar Yukt J&K

Gram Sabha 
meetings in every 

Panchayat

Special counters by J&K Bank

... and much more

• 4,000 stalls and exhibitions
to help citizens access online services  
and government schemes

• 20 Youth per Panchayat to be identified  
for skill training -Over 1 lakh youth to be trained

• 4290 Pani Samitis to meet 
4290 Field testing kits to be provided

• 7000 Inheritance mutations  
to be attested

• One playfield in every Panchayat  
-atleast one game to be played in every 
playfield

• 2,50,000 e-shram Cards to be issued

• Interaction with 4290 youth clubs

15 youth per Panchayat to 
be selected for self employment 

support -60,000 cases to be taken up

1 lakh Golden Health 
Cards to be issued 

Over 10 lakh land 
passbooks to be issued

MA JOR DELIVERABLES

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

“I invite all the citizens of J&K to participate enthusiastically 
and be the part of this massive public outreach programme”

Shri Manoj Sinha
Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor
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The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is 
published in this notice is claiming to have lost 
the original marks certificate of 10th &12th  
under Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Rahila Manzoor 
D/o:  Manzoor Ahmad Dar 
R/o: Rathsun Beerwah 
 
Details of Marks Certificate lost
Secondary School Examination (class 10th )
Roll No 2417248  Session /Year Annual / Reg. 2014
Higher Secondary School Examination (class12th )
Roll No 2419299  Session /Year Annual . 2016
 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Marks Card. Anybody 
(if) having any objection may file the some before undersigned 
with (07) Seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Besides, the original marks card is teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg	 Sub	Office	Magam

GOVERNMENT OF UT JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PCD (PHQ) J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR

INVITING E-TENDER NOTICE 
e-NIT No/EE-PCD/PHQ/133-01/2022-23    Dated: - 28-10-2022

Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR on behalf of The President of India invites tenders by e-tendering on Percentage rate basis from 
approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Govt. / CPWD / Railways and other State / Central Governments for the following works.

S.
No

Name of Work Name of Division Estimated 
Cost
(Rs. In lacs)

Cost of 
document
(In Rs )

Earnest 
Money
 (In Rs.)

Time Al-
lowed for 
completion

Time and 
date of open-
ing of tender

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Repair/ renovation of Quarter No 02 block-E 

at PHC Qammerwari Srinagar.
PCD (PHQ) J&K, 
Jammu/ Srinagar  

2.46 lacs 200/- 4920/- 45 days 06-11-2022  A, B, C & D

2 Repair/ renovation of Quarter No 08 block-
O at PHC Qammerwari Srinagar.

PCD (PHQ) J&K, 
Jammu/ Srinagar  

2.47 lacs 200/- 4940/- 45 days 06-11-2022  A, B, C & D

Date of Publishing    31-10-2022 at 10:00 hours.
1. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 1030 hours on 31-10-2022
i. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website http://jktenders.gov.in from  
01-11-2022 to 05-11-2022 upto 1600 Hrs. The bids received will be opened at 1100 hours on       
06-11-2022 on line.  
ii. The complete bidding process will be on line.
iii. Technical bids of bidders shall be opened on line in the office of Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar on 06-11-2022 at 1100 
Hrs.  
iv. The lowest bidder i. e. L1 shall be intimated to deposit the original copy of required earnest money in shape of CDR/ FDR and hard copies of 
all relevant documents as mentioned in clause 2 of general instructions to the bidders within five days from opening of financial bids.
v. In light of Govt. Notification issued by Finance Department Civil Secretariat Vide No. A/24(2017)-651 dated:- 07-06-2018, the bidder must 
upload the copy of challan / receipt on account of cost of tender documents remitted in the treasury concerned for that the bidders must write an ap-
plication to be addressed to treasury officer concerned requesting therein for remittance of amount as cost of tender documents towards M. H. 0055/ 
Revenue (others).
vi. The cost of tender documents should be submitted by the bidder in shape of treasury challan / receipt and upload the same.
2. Earnest Money:- The earnest money deposit (EMD @ 2% of advertised cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer PCD 
PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar of the successful bidder (L1) shall be released, only after defect liability period, the DLP shall be calculated from the date of 
successful completion of the work to the satisfaction report of Engineer incharge. 
3. Performance Security :- In case, the successful bidder found unbalanced i.e. 15% or below the advertised cost, shall have to produce per-
formance security @ 3% of the quoted cost in shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar within 5-days 
after opening of price bid and shall be released after successful completion of the work. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond DLP.
4. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in Bid documents contain qualifying criteria for bid-
der, specifications, bill of quantities, conditions and other details.
5. The site for the work is available. The intending bidders are strongly advised to inspect the site of work before bidding.
6. Financial Bids will be opened on line in the office of the Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/Srinagar. If the office happens to be 
closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
7. The bid for the work shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. If any bidder / tenderer 
withdraws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand 
forfeited.
8. No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted Officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in an Engineering Department of 
the Government is allowed to work as a Contractor for a period of two years after his retirement from Government service, without permission of the 
Government. This contract is liable to be cancelled if either the contractor or any of his employees is found any time to be such a person who had not 
obtained the permission of the Government as aforesaid before submission of the tender or engagement in the Contractor’s Service.
9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.  
10. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
i. The interested bidder can download the NIT/bidding document from the website http://jktenders.gov.in
ii. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get (DSC) “Digital Signature Certificate” as per Information Technology Act-2000, to 
participate in online bidding. This certificate will be required for digitally signing the bid. Bidders can get above mentioned digital certificate from any 
approved vendors. The Bidders, who already possess valid (DSC) Digital Signature Certificates, need not to procure new Digital Signature Certificate.
iii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. The bids cannot be uploaded without Digital Sig-
nature. No Proposal will be accepted in physical form.
iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para 2(III).
v. Before submission of online bids, bidders must ensure that scanned copies of all the necessary documents have been attached with bid.
vi. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids whatsoever reasons may be.
vii. All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
viii. Bidders can contact the undersigned for any guidance for getting DSC or any other relevant details in respect of e-tendering process. 
ix. Original Registration certificate of GST No. shall be uploaded on line.
11. The guidelines for submission of bid online can be  downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in
12. No construction material shall be supplied by Police Construction Division, PHQ .However; the brands of the material will be approved by 
Engineer Incharge of the concerned site in consultation with Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K. 
13. In case of any typographical error, if found in the rates or units etc. the same shall be corrected and paid as per sanctioned schedule of rates 
2020 in vogue with contractor’s Tender  appreciation/depreciation.
14. Any item of work not advertised in the rate list but found necessary during execution of work should be got approved by the competent 
authority before proceeding further beyond the allotment and  payment for the same shall be made on sanctioned schedule of rates 2020 and LMR 
with contractor’s overall appreciation/depreciation.

Sd/-
      DIPK-12516/22  Executive Engineer
                   PCD (PHQ) J&K Jmu/Sgr.
No:-e-NIT/EE-PCD/PHQ/2022-23/8725-32
Dated: 29-10-2022.

Scholarships This Week
Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents scholarships 
available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir.
Scholarship Name 1:  Aditya Birla Capital COVID Scholar-
ship for School Students 2022-23

Description:        Aditya Birla Capital Foundation invites ap-
plications from Class 1 to 12 and undergraduate students 
to support them in continuing their education. The schol-
arship is meant for those students who have lost their 
parent(s) due to COVID-19.

Eligibility:             Open for Indian students who have lost 
their parent(s) due to COVID-19 pandemic. Applicants must 
be studying in Classes 1 to 12 and undergraduate (general 
and professional) courses. Applicants should be enrolled 
and continuing their education.

Prizes & Rewards:            Fixed one-time scholarship up 
to INR 60,000

Last Date to Apply:          10-11-2022
Application mode:           Online applications only
Short Url:             www.b4s.in/observer/ABCC3

Scholarship Name 2:  Kotak Kanya Scholarship 2022

Description:    Under the CSR Project on Education & 
Livelihood of Kotak Mahindra Group Companies, Kotak 
Education Foundation invites applications for Kotak Kanya 
Scholarship 2022 from Class 12th passed girl students, who 
have secured more than 75% and whose annual family in-
come is less than or equivalent to INR 3,20,000. The scholar-
ship aims to help meritorious girl students from underprivi-
leged sections of society to pursue professional graduation 
courses from acclaimed universities and colleges.

Eligibility:    Meritorious girl students who have secured 
admission to 1st year graduation programmes in profes-
sional courses from institutes of repute (NAAC/NIRF accred-
ited) can apply. Professional courses include professional 
graduation courses like Engineering, MBBS, Architecture, 
Design, integrated LLB, etc.

Applicants must have scored more than 75% marks in 
their Class 12th board examinations.

Annual family income must be INR 3,20,000 or less 
from all sources.

Prizes & Rewards:            Up to INR 1.5 lakh* per year
*Disclaimer: Please note, the renewal of the scholarship 

every year will be at the sole discretion of the Kotak Educa-
tion Foundation

Last Date to Apply:          30-11-2022
Application mode:           Online applications only
Short Url:             www.b4s.in/observer/KKGS12

Scholarship Name 3:   Saksham Scholarship Program for 
Drivers’ Children

Description:   Mahindra Finance invites applications 
for the ‘Saksham Scholarship Program for Drivers’ Children’ 
from students belonging to Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, and Telangana. The scholarship is meant to support 
underprivileged and meritorious children of drivers (all 
light motor vehicles and small commercial vehicles such as 

Taxi, Jeep, Car & delivery vans such as Pickup, magic, school 
van etc) holding a valid driving license who are studying in 
Class 1 to postgraduation level

Eligibility:  The applicants must be currently studying 
at Class 1 to postgraduation level in the states of Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Telangana. Applicants who 
are pursuing studies from Class 9 onwards must have scored 
60% or more marks in the previous final examination. The 
annual family income of the applicant from all sources must 
not be more than INR 4,00,000.

Prizes & Rewards:            Scholarship ranging from INR 
5,000 to INR 20,000 for 1 year

Last Date to Apply:          31-10-2022
Application mode:           Online applications only
Short Url:             www.b4s.in/observer/SKSP2

ZOMBIE WORLDS

Mystery Behind 
Five Spooky Planets 
Orbiting Dead Stars
The Conversation

All stars, including the Sun, have a finite lifetime.
Stars shine by the process of nuclear fusion 

in which lighter atoms, such as hydrogen, fuse 
together to create heavier ones. This process 

releases vast quantities of energy which counteracts the 
ever-present inward pull of the star's gravity. Ultimately, 
fusion helps stars to resist gravitational collapse.

This balance of forces is called “hydrostatic equilibrium”. 
However, there will come a time when the supply of fuel in 
the core of a star starts to run out and it eventually dies.

Stars with more than about eight times the mass of 
the Sun will typically burn through their fuel in less than 
100 million years. Once fusion ceases, the star collapses – 
generating a massive instantaneous final burst of nuclear 
fusion which causes the star to explode as a supernova.

Supernovas release enough energy to outshine the 
entire galaxy in which they occur. What's left afterwards 
are collapsed, dead stellar cores called neutron stars or, if 
the progenitor star was massive enough, a black hole.

Any planets orbiting a star when it goes supernova 
would be obliterated. Mysteriously though, a handful of 
“zombie planets” have been detected orbiting neutron stars. 
And they are some of the weirdest worlds in the cosmos.

Neutron stars are extremely dense, containing as much 
mass as the Sun squashed into a sphere only a few miles 
across. Some neutron stars emit beams of radio waves into 
space – and it is around these “pulsar” stars that planets 
have been found.

As the pulsar spins, its radio beams sweep through 
space generating regular radio flashes. Pulsars were dis-
covered in 1967 – you can listen to the sounds of the radio 
emission from some of them here.

The regularity of these radio pulses make pulsars ideal 
for hunting nearby planets. If a pulsar has a planet, they will 
both orbit a shared gravitational centre. This means the ra-
dio emission will be periodically stretched and compressed 
in a predictable fashion – allowing us to detect the planet.

Phobetor, Draugr and Poltergeist
Some 2,300 light years from Earth lies the pulsar PSR 

B1257+12. It flashes 161 times per second and has been 
nicknamed “Lich” after an undead creature in western 
folklore. It is orbited by three rocky, terrestrial planets 
named Phobetor, Draugr and Poltergeist.

These planets hold a special place in the history of 
astronomy, as they were the first beyond our Solar System 
(exoplanets) to be discovered back in 1991. A few years 
ago, NASA released this “zombie worlds” poster of them:

Their discovery challenged ideas about planetary for-
mation, which normally takes place as a new star forms. In 
contrast, these planets must have formed after the dying 
star's supernova.

It is not yet known with certainty how this happened. 
Material in a disk of debris orbiting the pulsar may have 
coalesced into planets after the supernova.

Draugr, named after an undead creature in Norse mythol-
ogy, is the innermost of the three. It has about twice the mass 
of the Moon and is the least-massive planet currently known, 
orbiting Lich every 25 days. Its larger cousins, Poltergeist and 
Phobetor, orbit every 67 and 98 days respectively, and are 
each about four times the mass of Earth.

Pulsars have powerful magnetic fields which may allow 
electric currents to arc through space between the pulsar and 
an orbiting planet. So if any of these planets have atmo-
spheres, they might constantly be bathed in the unearthly 
light of powerful aurora (similar to our northern lights).

If you were to stand on the surface of one of these 
zombie worlds, you would see, through the powerful hue 
of the aurora, the incandescent Lich in the sky projecting 
two powerful and tightly confined beams of light out-
wards in opposite directions into the blackness of space.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

IAS Officer, Others Face 
Prosecution For Fraud
Observer News Service

Srinagar - Kashmiri officialdom was never very particular 
about how contemptibly low it stoops to plunder public 
funds, but it must have required an unusual degree of 
meanness to cheat backward Gujjars and Bakarwaals of 

their paltry government compensation for losses suffered due 
to hailstorms and heavy rain . In this 7-year-old case, the then 
deputy commissioner Pulwama -incidentally, a se¬nior IAS 
officer - S. D. Lone; another deputy commissioner, Muhammed 
Akram Hajam; the then assistant commission¬er, revenue, and 
presently director, land records, Srinagar, Muhammed Afzal 
Bhat and the then tehsildar Pulwama, Habibullah Mir, along 
with nearly half-a-dozen petty of¬ficials of the district DCs 
office have been challaned by the vigilance) organisation misap-
propriating Rs 15 lakh which the state had santioned as relief 
to the nomads for livestock losses during natural calamitie s in 
the hilly areas of Shopy¬an and Pulwama. The entire amount 
had been placed at the disposal of the then DC, who had been 
charged with the responsibility of disbursing it to the deserving 
members of the community after proper verification.

Vigilance investigations revealed that the officers named 
m the case, in collusion with four private persons (who have 
asked been charge sheeted had manipulated records to show 
that Rs 14,80,940 had been distributed among 652 members of the 
Gujjjar and bakarwaal community.

Sixty-two persons among the supposed beneficiaries se-
lected at random by the VO, denied having recieved any relief, 
and the finger impressions on acquitance rolls did not tally with 
the fingerprints. Expert established that thumb impressions 
supposed to be the marks of 181 different recipients were in fact 
the thumbprints of only a few people repeated over and over on 
the rolls. The VO also found that recepients who were shown 
belonging to the Udhampur and Rajoun districts were only ficti-
tious names and that Rs 3,75,090 were deposited with Reshi Gas 
Agency lather than going to a sufferer.

Having prima-facie established the officers’ involve¬ment 
in the fraud; the VO has pressed charges against them under 
relevant laws before the special anti -corruption court in 
Srinagar. 

 (Kashmir Observer, October 30, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5:25

ZUHR 12:15

ASR 4:03

Magrib 5:44
ISHA 7: 05

•	 637 -  Antioch surrenders to the Muslim forces under 
Rashidun Caliphate after the Battle of Iron bridge

•	 1137 -  Battle of Rignano between Ranulf of Apulia and 
Roger II of Sicily.

•	 1470 -  Wars of the Roses: Henry VI of England returns 
to the English throne after Earl of Warwick defeats 
Yorkists in battle

•	 1502  - Vasco da Gama returns to Calicut, India for the 
second time.

•	 1697  - Germany signs French/English/Spanish/Dutch/
Brandenburgs peace treaty ending Nine Year War.

•	 1739  - Great Britain declares war on Spain: War of 
Jenkin's Ear [NS=Oct 19]

•	 1883 -  Austria-Hungary, Germany and Romania sign 
military treaty

•	 1886  - Great Britain and Germany agree boundaries in 
East Africa

•	 1899  - Battle of Ladysmith, Natal: Boers defeat the 
British, leading to the Siege of Ladysmith

•	 1918  - Slovakia asks for creation of Czechoslovakian state
•	 1918 -  WWI: Turkey signs an armistice with the Allies, 

agreeing to end hostilities at noon on 31 October.
•	 1922 - Benito Mussolini forms government in Italy
•	 1930  - Turkey & Greece sign a treaty of friendship
•	 1939  - USSR & Germany agree on partitioning Poland, 

Adolf Hitler deports Jews
•	 1944 - Sweden announces intention to stay neutral & 

refuse sanctuary in WW II
•	 1944  - Tholen Island (Netherlands) freed during WWII
•	 1956 -  Israel captures Egyptian military post at El-

Thamad
•	 1957  - Soviet Union launches Sputnik II, carrying a dog 

named Laika
•	 1961 -  Soviet Union tests a 58 megaton hydrogen bomb 

named Tsar Bomba, the most powerful nuclear weapon 
ever detonated

•	 1961 - Soviet Party Congress unanimously approves a 
resolution removing Stalin's body from Lenin's tomb in 
Red Square
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or me, sending my children to pre-prepa-
ratory school was more of a compulsion 
than a choice. Sometimes, handling kids 
becomes so difficult that one cannot give 

the right affection to her child. Earlier, the joint 
family system was prevalent and grandparents 
would take care of the children. In changing 
times, parents want to bring their children their 
way without the interference of others. It is part 
of popular culture. 

Ambreen Yusuf
Homemaker (Mother)

For working women, crèche’s are no less 
than a blessing. Pre-preparatory schools pre-
pare children for schools and provide them with 
a friendly environment for the same. Children 
take part in co-curricular activities which helps 
them for a better tomorrow. Moreover, people in 
the city have space constraints, children get ad-
dicted to mobile phones so it is better they be put 
in a play way atmosphere which is only avail-
able at a crèche.

Tazeem Zainab
Working Woman (Mother)

 

The kind of infrastructure available in 
creches is impossible to have at home. The child 
is involved in a lot of activities, some of which 
are done in groups which makes the child proac-
tive. It makes a child disciplined in a way that he 
or she has to attend formal school tomorrow. So, 
in my opinion, In order to keep pace with time, 
children need pre-schooling so that when they 
enter schools they behave in a disciplined way.

Syed Ather 
Banker (Father)

In contemporary times everyone is busy, 
my child was over active and outgoing. That 
was the primary reason I sent him to pre-pre-
paratory school. But it is important to ensure 
that a crèche has the requisite infrastructure 
and properly trained teachers for the overall de-
velopment of the child. One has to ensure that 
his or her child goes happily to the pre-primary 
school and he or she is not pressured to do so.

Waseem Khan 
Educator (Father)

The care a mother gives to her child cannot 
be given by any other individual. Those who run 
these crèches need to understand that they are 
dealing with tender human brains. It needs to 
be ensured that these children get one to one at-
tention which is not possible when only the com-
mercial angle is taken into consideration.

Usually, a two year child is admitted to a 
crèche, it is a very sensitive age. Under normal 
conditions a child should not be separated from 
a child at a very tender age but with the change 
in lifestyle, it has become a compulsion.

If the family atmosphere is hostile, then 
crèche becomes a good choice but if the house-
hold is healthy there cannot be any parallel to 
that in terms of child care.

Those who work at crèches need to be 
trained at emotional level. The infrastructure 
should be up to the mark.

As far as the crèches in the city are con-
cerned, whether they have the requisite infra-
structure and trained professionals is a matter 
of research.

Wasim Kakroo
Child, Adolescent & Family Therapist

Do Crèches’ Serve 
The Purpose Of 
Child Grooming?
Syed Mohammad Burhan

C       
hildren are malleable that their core 
values and traits can be shaped very 
strongly at a young age. So, choosing 
a pre-school that imbibes the necessary 

traits and values in children helps a great deal. 
It helps create school ready children.

Over the years, the number of Pre-prepa-
ratory Schools or crèche’s in Srinagar have 
registered mushroom growth. The number 
of children seeking admissions to these pre-
preparatory schools is more than ever before. 
However, it is also raising questions that are 
crèches really contributing to the purpose of 
child grooming or parents are falling for what 
most people in the society do.

Youth Arrested 
For Sexually 
Assaulting Minor
Observer News Service 

Srinagar- The Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Saturday 
said that it has arrested a 
person for allegedly kidnap-
ping, and sexually assaulting 
a minor in Srinagar district.

Taking on to micro-blog-
ging twitter, Srinagar Po-

lice wrote, “A minor girl of 
around 13 years (name with-
held) was kidnapped & sexu-
ally assaulted by one Adil 
Shafi Hajam (21 yrs) S/o Md 
Shafi Hajam R/o Syed colo-
ny, Nishat. FIR No 61/22 U/s 
366, 376 IPC & 3/4 POCSO Act 
reg. at Rajbagh PS. Special 
team was constituted & the 
accused was arrested.”

Man Involved In Sacrilege 
Incident Arrested: Police
Observer News Service

Srinagar- A mentally unsound 
man, who was involved in a sac-
rilege incident in the Nowhatta 
area of Srinagar, was arrested 
here, police said on Saturday.

In a statement, a spokes-
person said that a sacrilege 
incident took place in Khan 
Masjid Gojwara, and the 
whole incident was recorded 
on CCTV cameras.

The statement reads that 
as the incident caused a public 
outcry, Nowhatta police station 
under the supervision of SP 
North Raja Zuhaib took cogni-
zance of the matter and multi-
ple teams were formed to catch 
the culprit.

“Raids were conducted 
throughout the night and in the 
wee hours, the accused namely 
Irshad Ahmad Mir son of Mohd 
Sultan Mir of Maloora, Sri-
nagar was arrested. A case un-

der FIR no 100/2022 under sec-
tion 153A of IPC was registered 
in Nowhatta PS,” it reads.

It added that during the 
initial investigation it came to 
the fore that he was involved 
in a similar incident earlier as 
well, an incident that happened 

under the jurisdiction of Safak-
adal PS last year.

“Prima facie the accused 
person seems to be of unsound 
mind. Further investigation in 
the case is underway and the 

public is requested to bring to 
the notice of police any addi-
tional facts and also to report all 
such incidents,” it added.

Meanwhile, people and the lo-
cal Masjid committee appreciated 
the police for their swift action in 
arresting the accused person.

Annual Urs Of 
Sufi Saint Ahmad 
Batwari Observed
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The annual urs of 
Sufi Saint Ahmad Batwari 
was observed on Saturday 
with great gaiety and fer-
vour at Buchpora Srinagar 
in collaboration with Cul-
tural Unit Kashmir, Depart-
ment of Information and 
Public Relations.

The Sufi Saint Ahmed 
Batwari is well known for 
preaching and promoting 
the ideals of brotherhood 
through his Sufi kalaam. 

The speakers on the oc-
casion said that Sufi tradi-
tions having roots in Kash-
mir, have also spread to 
other places of the country 
thereby spreading the mes-
sage of love and peace.

They said the best trib-
ute to the saints would be 
to follow their teachings 

of love and compassion as 
they spent their life for the 
people and worked for their 
welfare in this world and 
the hereafter.

On the occasion, thou-
sands of devotees prayed for 
peace and prosperity of the 
whole nation. 

Some prominent sufi 
Folk singers left the audi-
ence spellbound by present-
ing the Sufi Kalam of Ah-
mad Sahib Batwari.

The Sufi Saint 
Ahmed Batwari is 

well known for 
preaching and 
promoting the ideals of 
brotherhood through 
his Sufi kalaam. 

Raids were conducted throughout the night and 
in the wee hours, the accused namely Irshad Ahmad Mir 

son of Mohd Sultan Mir of Maloora, Srinagar was arrested
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“

Catalyst For Peace

T
he regional security summit of sixteen Asian 
nations at Almaty,Kazakhstan, ended at a very 
somber note after leaders of two important 
countries of the region refused to meet. In the 

wake of December 13 terrorist attacks outside the Par-
liament House at New Delhi the tension between India 
and Pakistan touched dangerous heights. More than a 
million soldiers armed to teeth supported by war ma-
chinery are facing each other eyeball to eyeball for over 
six months now. In many areas along the Line of Actual 
Control the two sides have been exchanging fire. Many 
an innocent lives have been consumed by mortars and 
shells along this dividing Line . The war hysteria is at 
its peak in the two countries and there are possibilities 
of war breaking out between the two hostile nuclear 
neighbours any time and any moment. 

With the two countries poised for a war, the Almaty 
summit meet had provided the Asian leaders an oppor-
tunity to iron out there differences and define broader 
parameters for a dialogue. Hopes of Indian Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee meeting Pakistan President 
General Pervez Musharraf were belied after Prime 
Minister Vajpayee publicly refused meeting Pakistan 
President. The two leaders despite attending the same 
summit failed even to exchange greetings. The stubborn 
attitude of leaders of the two countries has disappointed 
the international community. Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin despite making all out efforts to make the two 
leaders of the South Asian region to talk to each other 
miserably failed. He exhausted all his diplomatic skills 
after Indian Prime Minister refused to enter into any 
sort of dialogue with his neighbour. The Russian Presi-
dent compared the prevailing situation to Cuban mis-
sile crisis of early fifties when US and Ex Soviet Union 
returned from the brink and resolved the most crucial 
issue through dialogue. There can be no denying that In-
dia and Pakistan are sitting on an active volcano, which 
can explode any time and bring about unimaginable dev-
astation. The statistics published in a New Delhi weekly 
suggests that Pakistan has 25-50 nuclear bombs against 
India's 75-100. Both have very capable delivery systems. 
The bombs of both the countries are capable of bringing 
about mass destruction. The effects of a nuclear war can 
be far more devastating than the human mind can think 
off. In these wars there are no winners but only losers. 
The great loser is the humanity. 

It is unfortunate that BJP Government has shut 
doors of its mind to suggestions even from Indias trusted 
friends. True, the United States has not been a friend of 
India and its offering hand of friendship at this juncture 
can also not be without asking for a pound of flesh. But 
Russia is a time tested and trusted friend. It has stood on 
Indian side during the most critical times. India should 
have welcomed the Russian Presidents offer of media-
tion. It is naive of Indian leadership to reject third party 
mediation for resolving the dispute which has remained 
unresolved for more than half a century now and cause 
of constant friction between the two. Mediations work 
as catalyst for bringing about lasting peace and helping 
in resolving most complex issues. Instead of remain-
ing prisoner of acrimonious past with Pakistan there is 
need for writing a new chapter of peace and prosperity 
in the South Asian region.

The article is an editorial from KO’s archives 
and was originally published on June 07,2002 

ADVENTURES IN ARCHIVES

I
n a world where the millennial generation (26-41 
years) accounts for around thirty per cent of the 
global population as of 2020, is the notion of a per-
ceivably “lost” generation, a paradox?

Having faced multiple economic headwinds in the 
job market, be it a recession or the pandemic, millen-
nials seem to have moved away from conventional life-
styles, particularly in North America and in develop-
ing South Asian countries like China and India. A shift 
that points to a reduced ability and/or willingness to 
take on significant economic and social commitments 
earlier in life.

In contrast to the Baby Boomers and Generation 
Y, millennials are more likely to define themselves as 
highly disciplined or disciplined financial planners. 
With an increasingly global mindset and factors like 
social responsibility, the environment and ethical 
choices frequently play a pivotal role in placing their 
money. Millennials are proving to be comfortable with 
cryptocurrency and point-of-sale lending alternatives.

While spending and earning styles have shifted dra-
matically across parents and millennials, the latter have 
wealth levels 34% below where they would most likely 
have been if the financial crisis hadn't occurred. The 2008 
Recession, followed by regional political turbulences that 
affect the global market, and the pandemic followed by 
the Russia-Ukraine War have pushed most economies 
towards inflation or stagflation, pushing the Millennials 
towards being financially wary or conservative.

Millennials are starting to save for retirement ear-
lier than previous generations. Millennials started sav-
ing at 24 years, whereas Gen X started saving at 30 and 
the Baby Boomers at 33. Among those saving for retire-
ment: 48% put money into savings every month, 67% 
who have savings are utilizing employer-sponsored 
retirement plans 28% would rather work harder today 
and retire early, instead of working longer and having 
more free time now and 52% who have savings are in-
vesting in the market.

With clarity in their financial goals, the millen-
nial workforce is actively prioritising planning for the 
future over non-essential buying. As per the Bank of 
America, 73% of millennials are actively saving. The 
report found that the top savings priorities for millen-

nials include building an emergency fund
(51%), retirement (75%), and buying a house 

(32%)4. Millennials are struggling more financially, 
than the previous generations despite reaching peak 
earning potential, which has impacted savings for con-
tingencies drastically.

Against popular perception, millennials are display-
ing financial prudence. Ninety-five percent of Millennials 
report spending more time searching for savings than in 
prior years, via coupons, bulk deals and big discount days. 
A wariness exists with 72% of Millennials being signifi-
cantly pessimistic about achieving financial security in 

retirement, compared to 43% of Boomers. 
The borrowing intent and spending pattern of In-

dia's millennials are not just recreational these days, 
but more responsibility driven. The eventfulness of the 
past three years has shifted the focus of the older mil-
lennials towards maintaining a healthy savings ratio 
over instant gratification and more thoughtful buying 
behaviour and responsible consumption patterns.

Though the saving pattern and financial prudence 
may vary across regions, the millennial generation 
with easy access to the internet displays more financial 
autonomy. They fearlessly have taken control of their 
funds and plan for their investments, loans and life de-
cisions with great economic intuition. They may delay 
their larger life goals like a house, car or marriage, but 
go for them with better preparedness and sounder fi-
nancial acumen than their parents.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s own 
and do not necessarily represent the editorial stance of 

Kashmir Observer 
The author is an experience curator 

and Digital Marketer

On World Savings Day

Millennials are 
Making Money Moves 

Mahoor Shaw

Is Your Child Safe 
Within Your Safety?

W
hen a mirror is pre-
sented to an individual 
or a society to contem-
plate and redress the 

bruises and scars veiling its face, 
the reaction is usually one of denial 
and blaming the mirror. The analo-
gy best depicts the scenario of child 
abuse in Kashmir and the popular 
reaction to it. Despite all evidences 
to the contrary, people still claim 
Edenic innocence and challenge 
all the qualitative and quantita-
tive indicators pointing to the rise 
and pervasion of child abuse in our 
society. This mode of denial in uni-
son with lack of awareness on the 
intricacies of child abuse has only 
aggravated the problem and made 
its solution an inaccessible path. 
The lack of agencies dedicated to 
this cause of elimination of child 
abuse, the legal illiteracy, the in-
nocence of children to recognise 
what is happening to them and 
their inability to report the same 
have all deepened and complicated 
the issue of child abuse. The pres-
ent article attempts to delineate 
the contours of child abuse and the 
possible mitigation measures that 
can be of help in neutralising and 
checking the malice.

Child abuse is an umbrella 
term and is used to define physical, 
sexual and psychological maltreat-
ment of a child or children, espe-
cially by a parent or a caregiver. A 
WHO report suggests that nearly 3 
in 4 children - or 300 million chil-
dren - aged 2–4 years regularly suf-
fer physical punishment and/or 
psychological violence at the hands 
of parents and caregivers. One in 5 
women and 1 in 13 men report hav-
ing been sexually abused as a child 
aged 0-17 years. 120 million girls 
and young women under 20 years 
of age have suffered some form of 
forced sexual contact. The dimen-
sions of child abuse has each its 
subtleties, complications, complex-
ities and a host of resolution chal-
lenges associated with it. For the 
fact that sexual abuse presents a sa-
lience of its own and has long term 
traumatizing affects, goes largely 
unnoticed and has consequences 
outscoring those of any other form 
of child abuse, the same has been 
deemed important for the present 
article. The abuse of children has 
been a phenomenon quite com-
mon in history, across geographic 
and class divide. “Throughout his-
tory, violence against children has 
been manifested in every conceiv-
able form: physically, emotionally, 
neglect, sexual exploitation, and 
cruel labour. Esteem for children 
has been slow to appear in his-

tory. In the 17th century, there 
was a shift from communal to fam-
ily groups, and the child gradu-
ally achieved a place of honour in 
the family. Generally, protective 
services have consisted of insti-
tutionalizing children or placing 
them in foster care. In spite of good 
intentions, children have suffered 
physical and psychological damage 
under this system. Increasingly 
laws have been enacted to limit 
the rights of the father to manage 
his children as he wills”, writes S 
X Rabdill. Children are vulnerable 
and are left to the whims of elders/
parents/caretakers and this vul-
nerability and inability to under-
stand what is happening to them 
leaves them shield-less against the 
myriad forms of violence they are 
exposed to.

      The cases of sexual violence 
and abuse against the children 
have been on the rise and apart 
from statistical testimonials certi-
fying the same, the undocumented, 
unreported and unrecorded hor-
rendous stories of sexual offences 
against the children strike our 
ears regularly and with increasing 
frequency. The gruesome and chal-
lenging aspect of the problem has 
been that parents, teachers and 
instructors have been found perpe-
trating sexual offence against the 
children, thereby making the prob-
lem too entangled and sensitive, 
defying the traditional remedial 
approaches.

At the individual level, perpe-
trators of child sexual abuse have 
poorly developed socio-emotional 
skills, attitudinal and cognitive 
distortions, and possess similar 
attributes to sex offenders against 
adult women, namely a sense of 
sexual entitlement, empathy defi-
cits, a construction of masculinity 
emphasizing sexual performance 
and dominance, and a history of 
childhood victimisation. At the 
institutional level, such as in 

schools and religious institutions, 
child sexual abuse is more likely 
to be perpetrated, concealed, and 
to continue when there is a rigid 
power hierarchy, a culture of si-
lence protecting the institution’s 
reputation, and an absence of pro-
tective regulatory mechanisms 
including robust organizational 
policy, employee screening, codes 
of conduct, incident reporting pro-
cesses, and staff education. At the 
societal level, child sexual abuse is 
enabled when children’s rights are 
not recognized, laws and policies 
do not prohibit and prosecute sex-
ual offending, social norms against 
sexual violence are weak, gender 
inequality persists, constructions 
of masculinity emphasize aggres-
sion and sexual dominance,there 
is ignorance about sex and sexual 
violence, and opinion leaders in so-
cial institutions lack the will to act. 
We need to get out of the “culture of 
denial” and shun the assumption 
that bad things can happen only to 
other people’s children. It is also 
needed to understand that it is not 
always the outsiders who can harm 
our child’s physical, social and 
emotional health. Family members 
and close relatives can also do the 
same. As for the “conspiracy of si-
lence,” in this case, it describes our 
behavior to remain silent when we 
see child abuse happenning around 
us. Parents have the most impor-
tant role to ensure their children 
are not meted out with any abuse. 
They have to be vigilant. They do 
not have to ensure the safety of 
children only at schools and other 
places outside the home but they 
must make sure that kids are safe 
at their homes as well. 

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer 

The author is a Srinagar based 
columnist

As for the 
“conspiracy of 

silence,” in this case, it 
describes our behavior 
to remain silent when 
we see child abuse 
happenning around us. 
Parents have the most 
important role to ensure 
their children are not 
meted out with any 
abuse. They have to be 
vigilant. They do not 
have to ensure the 
safety of children only 
at schools and other 
places outside the home 
but they must make 
sure that kids are safe at 
their homes as well

Amir Suhail Wani    

They fearlessly have 
taken control of their 

funds and plan for their 
investments, loans and life 
decisions with great economic 
intuition. They may delay 
their larger life goals like a 
house, car or marriage, but go 
for them with better 
preparedness and sounder 
financial acumen
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Westeros is not 12th 
century England. For 

Martin, the author, the 
Anarchy does not serve to 
establish historical fact 
but is a wellspring for his 
creative vision. The fire-
breathing dragon – that 
denizen of the medieval 
imagination – exists in 
Westeros. Rhaenyra’s 
pursuit of the throne may 
be fraught with difficulties, 
but she is a dragon-rider, 
and dragons were the most 
fearsome military asset in 
the kingdom
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Imagining Band’pur 

Through Geography
Najam Sakib

B
and'pur is a small town in 
the northern part of Kash-
mir valley, and it is a two 
hours drive from Srinagar. 

It is looked over by beautiful moun-
tain peaks on its east and north. 
From south and west, Wullar lake 
holds it in its arms.

It is said that Band'pur is “the 
cradle” of knowledge, hospitality 
and water. However, that is a thing 
of the past and people who still 
believe this is the case are being 
delusional. There are multiple 
reasons for arguing that it is out of 
date to think that it continues to be 
the land of knowledge, hospitality 
and water. Geographical, politi-
cal and historical reasons are all 
together at play here to work to the 
disadvantage of this place.

Let’s take an imagined journey 
through Band’pur and an eagle's 
eye view, with geography taking 
precedence over other factors.

Locating Band'pur in Kashmir 
valley is similar to finding Kashmir 
valley in South Asia. Jehlum drains 
Kashmir Valley, hence a part of the 
Indus Basin. The Basin's mouth is 
at Karachi, which merges with the 
Arabian Sea. The Kashmir valley 
is in the North-East if we look at 
it from Karachi. Moreover, Kash-
mir valley would have been just 
another extension to the plains 
of Punjab if Pirpanjal mountain 
range had not divided it. Therefore, 
Kashmir valley is a trans-Pirpanjal 
depression in the Himalayas that 
only connects to mainland India 
and Pakistan through a couple of 
passes in mountain ranges. This 
premise gives us an idea of how the 
valley of Kashmir is geographically 
isolated, which plays an essential 
part in providing a distinct identity 
to Kashmir and its people cultur-
ally, socially and, more importantly, 
economically.

Looking at the map of Kash-

mir valley, Band'pur falls in the 
same North-East, albeit the valley. 
Zooming down onto the Band'pur 
town, Wullar lake holds it on the 
west and south. Drawing a parallel 
with how the Valley of Kashmir 
is situated in the subcontinent 
—  Band'pur town in Kashmir Val-
ley follows the same geographic 
pattern. Therefore, Band'pur can 
also be identified as a trans-Wullar 
landmass.

For admirers of beauty, it may 
be beautiful and idyllic; however, 
Band'pur has a disadvantageous 
relief that hinders the holistic 
prosperity of the area. As pointed 
out at the start, it is confined by 
mountains in the North and East. 
Undeniably then, Band'pur is sand-
wiched between the foothills of the 
Himalayas and the Wullar lake.

Band'pur has only two 'open-
ings' (routes leading to Band'pur) 

because one other major route 
stopped functioning after the 
ceasefire line divided the erst-
while princely state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Band'pur used to connect 
Kashmir valley to Gilgit-Baltistan 
through Burzil Pass and, therefore, 
used to be a vital trading part of 
the route connecting Kashmir Val-
ley to Central Asia.

Now, if we compare Band'pur 
skeletally to its adjoining towns 

like Sopar and Sumbal, one ob-
serves that both the towns tend 
to have a structure like a spider 
web while Band'pur is more linear. 
In other words, Band'pur has less 
connectivity with other parts of the 
valley.

Picking up from what we dis-
cussed above, Band'pur is prone 
to receive less economic attention 
from people living in Band'pur and 
those residing outside Band'pur. 
Due to the amount of risk in-
volved, there are fewer invest-
ments by people in business and 
entrepreneurs, which hinders the 
creation of new economic op-
portunities. People from the town 
and adjoining areas generally go to 
Srinagar and Sopar for economic 
opportunities and to spread their 
businesses.

Furthermore, and more impor-
tantly, the point to argue here is 
that since there is almost negligible 
capital in Band'pur, it lacks state-
of-the-art infrastructure. The most 
crucial being schools. If Band'pur 
is "the cradle" of knowledge, 
where are the schools that impart 
education of the highest qual-
ity? Education in modern times 
can not only thrive on imparting 
it in traditional classrooms. Even 
if there may be new schools, the 
geographical jinx may not allow 
them to get on par with the best in 
the valley. The other argument may 
be that building a private school 
with state-of-the-art infrastructure 
requires enormous investment. 
Since there is no capital, who will 
take the initiative?

These are some musings on 
Band’pur — an aerial view — a scat-
tered rambling; a well-meaning 
one at that. More soon.

Views expressed in the article 

are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer

FOR ADMIRERS OF 
BEAUTY, IT MAY BE 
BEAUTIFUL AND 
IDYLLIC; however, 
Band'pur has a 
disadvantageous relief 
that hinders the holistic 
prosperity of the area. As 
pointed out at the start, it 
is confined by mountains 
in the North and East. 
Undeniably then, Band'pur 
is sandwiched between the 
foothills of the Himalayas 
and the Wullar lake

History Behind ‘House of the Dragon’
David Routt

I
n three decades of teaching medieval Eu-
ropean history, I’ve noticed my students 
are especially curious about the intersec-
tion of the stories told in class and the 

depictions of the Middle Ages they see in 
movies and television.

Judged by their historical accuracy, cin-
ematic portrayals are a mixed bag.

However, popular fantasy, unencumbered 
by the competing priority of “getting it right,” 
can, in broad strokes, reflect the values of the 
medieval society that inspires it.

“House of the Dragon” is one of those TV 
shows. A king, lacking a male heir to his 
throne, elevates his teenage daughter to be 
his named successor, and a complex dynastic 
drama ensues.

This storyline reflects the real obstacles 
facing women who aspired to exercise royal 
authority in medieval society.

THE QUEEN AS A CONDUIT TO POWER
George R. R. Martin, whose novels were 

the foundation for the HBO series “Game of 
Thrones,” has made no secret of his inspira-
tion for “House of the Dragon”: the Anarchy, 
a two-decade period, from 1135 to 1154, 
when a man and a woman vied with each 
other for the English throne.

The story went like this: Henry I sired two 
dozen or more children out of wedlock. But 
with his queen, Matilda, he had only a daugh-
ter, the future “Empress” Matilda, and a son, 
William. With William’s birth, the foremost 
responsibility of medieval queenship was 
fulfilled: There would be a male heir.

Then tragedy struck. In 1120, a drunken 
17-year-old William attempted a night-
time channel crossing. When his also-ine-
briated helmsmen hit a rock, the prince 
drowned.

The queen had died two years earlier, so 
Henry I remarried – Adeliza of Louvain – but 
they had no children together. The cradle sat 
empty and the sands in Henry I’s hourglass 
ran low, so he resolved that his lone legiti-
mate child, Matilda, would have the throne 
as a ruling queen.

The move was unprecedented in medieval 
England. A queen could exert influence in 
her husband’s physical absence or when, af-
ter a king’s death, their son was a minor. Her 
role, moreover, as an intimate confidant and 
counselor could be consequential.

But a queen was not expected to swing a 
sword or lead troops into battle and forge the 
personal loyalties on which kingship rested, 
to say nothing of the misogyny inherent to 
medieval English society. The queen was the 
conduit through which power was trans-
ferred by marriage and childbirth, not its ex-
clusive wielder.

VISERYS AND HENRY I SHARE THE SAME PLIGHT
A similar scenario drives the plot of 

“House of the Dragon.” The absolute prefer-
ence in the fictional kingdom Westeros for a 
male ruler is expressed in the series’ open-
ing scene.

The old king, having outlived his sons, 
empowers a council of nobles to choose 
his successor between two of his grand-
children, the cousins Rhaenys and Vis-
erys. Rhaenys, a female, is the older of 
the two.

Yet the male Viserys becomes king and 
Rhaenys, “the queen who never was,” later 
ruefully concedes that this represented “the 
order of things.”

Once installed, however, Westeros’ new 
king would have understood the plight of 
England’s Henry I.

Aemma, Viserys’ queen, suffers still-
births and miscarriages and produces only 
a daughter, Rhaenyra. A fading hope for a 
son is dashed when a breached birth and a 
brutal Caesarian section, intended to save 
the child, ends up killing Aemma. The boy 
– the desperately desired heir – doesn’t live 
out the day.

Sonless, Visery’s named heir is his 
younger brother, the debauched, sinis-
ter Daemon. When Daemon’s conduct 
becomes intolerable, Viserys disinherits 
and banishes him. Left with his young 
daughter Rhaenyra, he decides to make 
her a ruling queen, a role the girl rel-
ishes as she seeks to change “the order 
of things.”

BUILDING SUPPORT FOR A RULING QUEEN
The challenge for a medieval king, whether 

Henry I or the fictional Viserys, was to per-

suade the nobles to overcome their preju-
dices and not just accept but actively support 
a woman’s ascension to power.

Henry I pursued measures to make his 
daughter palatable to them. Matilda, who 
had married the Holy Roman Emperor Henry 
V in 1114, returned to England a widow in 
1125. Henry I, determined to forge a sac-
ramental bond between his daughter and 
England’s magnates, compelled his barons 
in 1127 to swear their support for her as his 
successor. Henry I then turned to arranging a 
marriage for Matilda so she could give birth 
to a grandson and buttress her position.

After Matilda’s nuptials with Geoffrey, 
count of Anjou, the barons were summoned 
to renew their oath to her in 1131. A son, 
Henry, was born two years later, and a third 
pledge followed. Henry I died two years later 
of food poisoning after eating eels, a favorite 
dish of his.

The durability of his arrangements for Matil-
da’s rise to authority was immediately tested.

Viserys in “House of the Dragon” works 
from a similar playbook. The worthies of 
Westeros vow their loyalty to Rhaenyra as 
royal successor. Once Rhaenyra becomes 
marriageable, Viserys fields a plethora of 
suitors for her hand. A reluctant bride, Rhae-
nyra finally accedes to a union in which she 
would “dutifully” produce a male heir but 
then let her heart have what it wanted.

The unfortunate result is her inability to 
conceive with her husband while having 
three sons by a lover. Her situation is further 
complicated by Viserys’ remarriage to the 

lady Alicent, who gives him sons. Dangers 
stalk Rhaenyra’s path to power. In Westeros, 
as in England, a princess is expected to guard 
her chastity closely until marriage and, once 
wed, to be monogamous and not to “sully” 
herself in order to ensure the legitimacy of 
her children – a blatant double standard 
when noblemen frequently had children out 
of wedlock.

Yet even rumors of female infidelity could 
threaten succession. Lineage matters. Blood 
binds, as evident in the streams of it running 
from family crest to family crest in the series’ 
opening credits.

WAR ENSUES
Did these strategies work?
Not for Matilda. Stephen of Blois, a son 

from the marriage of Henry I’s sister Adela 
to a French count, aggressively registered a 
claim to the crown after Henry I’s death. 
Many English magnates conveniently forgot 
their oaths to Matilda, and Stephen became 
king.

Matilda was not without supporters – her 
half-brother Robert, earl of Gloucester; her 
husband, the count of Anjou; nobles disaf-
fected by Stephen’s rule; and opportunists 
seeking personal gain from the conflict. 
Matilda resisted and the Anarchy ensued.

Forces supporting Matilda invaded Eng-
land in 1139 but, save for a moment in 1141, 
she never ruled. She then focused instead on 
elevating her son to the crown.

Prosecution of the war ultimately passed 
to the young Henry. His mounting military 
successes jogged the barons’ memory of 
their past commitments, and the contending 
parties reached a settlement. Henry would 
succeed Stephen. With Stephen’s death, Hen-
ry became Henry II. England wouldn’t have 
another ruling queen until the ascension of 
Queen Mary I in 1553, nearly four centuries 
later.

BUT WHAT OF RHAENYRA?
Westeros is not 12th century England. For 

Martin, the author, the Anarchy does not 
serve to establish historical fact but is a well-
spring for his creative vision. The fire-breath-
ing dragon – that denizen of the medieval 
imagination – exists in Westeros. Rhaenyra’s 
pursuit of the throne may be fraught with 
difficulties, but she is a dragon-rider, and 
dragons were the most fearsome military as-
set in the kingdom.

This makes her dangerous in a way Matil-
da of England could hardly have conceived. 
Nonetheless, “House of the Dragon,” through 
the lens of fantasy, reflects a slice of the Eng-
lish medieval experience.

By arrangements with The Conversation
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Nagarnar Steel Plant 
Commissions Coke 
Oven Battery No.1

Observer News Service

Nagarnar: NMDC's Nagarnar 
Steel Plant inched closer to its 
commissioning today when 
Somnath Nandi, Director 
Technical, NMDC commis-
sioned Coke Battery No.1 in the 
presence of K Praveen Kumar, 
ED Incharge, Nagarnar Steel 
Plant and other senior officials.

The first batch of coke was 
discharged this afternoon 
paving the way for sequential 
commissioning of subsequent 
key units.

Nagarnar Steel Plant being 
a greenfield integrated steel 
plant, several major units need 
to be commissioned sequential-
ly so that their interdependence 
can be established smoothly.

 Battery No. 2 is due for com-
missioning in the next few days 
and the process will eventually 
culminate in the commission-
ing of the Hot Strip Mill and 
Thin Slab Caster in the coming 
months. Nagarnar Steel Plant 
aims to produce 2.89 million 
tonnes of high quality HR Coils, 
Plates and Sheets annually, us-
ing state of the art technology 
and achieving the highest level 
of energy efficiency.

Sumit Deb, CMD, NMDC ap-
preciating the collective effort 
described the development 
as "an important day in the 

history of Nagarnar Steel Plant 
and a significant milestone 
in commissioning of 3 MTPA 
Integrated Steel Plant".

He exhorted the Collective to, 
“put all-round sincere efforts 
as a team to achieve the final 
milestone of commissioning 
the Plant”. Commenting on the 
achievement, Somnath Nandi, 
Director Technical, NMDC said, 
“This is the first major step to-
wards commissioning of the 
steel plant. Today's develop-
ment inspires confidence that 
we will soon fulfil the dream of 
a steel plant in Bastar."

Mr. Praveen Kumar, ED 
Incharge, Nagarnar Steel Plant 
highlighted that these eco-
friendly coke oven batter-
ies will produce coking coal 
without releasing any toxic 
fumes. He referred to today’s 
commission as 'a validation of 
the team's commitment’ and 
expressed confidence that the 
steel plant commissioning will 
also follow soon hereafter.

The annual metallurgical 
coke production capacity of 
Nagarnar Steel Plant's Coke 
Oven Complex is 1.76 million 
tonnes, when fully opera-
tional. Constructed at a cost of 
Rs.1978 crore, the Project ex-
ecuted by a consortium com-
prising of BEC (Bhilai), M/s 
Giprokoks (GPK) of Ukraine, 

M/s CUI and M/s Concord.
The Coke Oven Complex 

consists of 2 batteries of which 
Battery No. 1 was commis-
sioned yesterday. Each battery 
has 67 ovens that are 7 metre 
tall and a Coke Dry Cooling 
Plants (CDCP) which will en-
sure dry quenching of coke 
using nitrogen. This effectively 
protects against pollution and 
also helps in utilising the heat 
to generate power.

When fully functional, 
Nagarnar Steel Plant has the 
capability to generate in-house 
80MW of power of its total re-
quirement of about 296 MW 

By-Product Plant also 
Commissioned

By-product plant, a critical 
unit that is intrinsically linked 
to Coke Oven, was also com-
missioned. This is an absolute 
prerequisite for starting a coke 
oven battery because all toxic 
elements produced during 
the coke making process are 
captured, treated and com-
mercialized by the By-product 
Plant. This unit effectively aids 
pollution free coke production 
by extracting Tar, Napthalene, 
Sulphur and Ammonia as 
by-products. M/s Hutni of 
Czechoslovakia is the technol-
ogy provider.

HC allows custody 
of 16-yr-old Muslim 
girl to husband
Press Trust of India

Chandigarh: The Punjab and 
Haryana High Court has al-
lowed the custody of a 16-year-
old girl to her husband while 
reiterating that a Muslim aged 
15 and above can marry a per-
son of her choice and such a 
marriage will not be void.

A Bench of Justice Vikas 
Bahl heard a habeas corpus 
petition of Javed (26), seek-
ing custody of his 16-year-
old wife who was kept at a 
children's home in Haryana's 
Panchkula.

The petitioner had stated 
that at the time of their mar-
riage, his wife was more than 
16 years of age and the mar-
riage was performed out of 
their free will and without any 
pressure.

The petitioner through his 
counsel had submitted that 
both were Muslims and they 
performed 'Nikah' on July 27 at 
a mosque in Mani Majra here.

The petitioner's counsel, 
while relying upon the judg-
ment of a coordinate Bench of 
the High Court in Yunus Khan 
vs State of Haryana case, ar-
gued that the custody of the 
girl should be handed over to 
the petitioner.

However, the state's coun-
sel had opposed the petition 
and submitted that she was a 
minor, therefore, she was be-
ing kept at Ashiana Home.

The state's counsel had 
prayed for the dismissal of the 
petition.

While going through 

the judgment in the Yunus 
Khan case, the judge in his 
September 30 order said its 
perusal "would show that a 
coordinate Bench of this court 
in the above said judgment 
had observed that the mar-
riage of a Muslim girl contin-
ues to be governed by the per-
sonal law of Muslims."

The court said the HC Bench 
had "relied upon the prin-
ciples of Mohammedan Law" 
and after considering the 
same, it has been observed 
that "15 years is the age of 
puberty of a Muslim female 
and on her own willingness 
and consent, after attaining 
puberty can marry a person of 
her choice".

"Such a marriage would not 
be void in terms of Section 
12 of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act 2006," the court 
said.

"The law laid down in the 
above said judgment would 
apply to the facts of the pres-
ent case," said the Judge in his 
order.

The judge then allowed the 
handing over the custody of 
the girl to the petitioner.

"Keeping in view the above 
said facts and circumstances 
and law laid down in the 
above said judgments, the 
present petition is allowed 
and the incharge, Ashiana, 
Sector 16, Panchkula, is direct-
ed to hand over the custody of 
the detenue, as mentioned in 
the headnote of the present 
petition, to the petitioner," the 
order said.

UN probe demanded in 
killing of Pak journalist 
Arshad Sharif in Kenya
Press Trust of India

Islamabad: Salman Iqbal, a 
prominent Pakistani media 
personality and businessman 
has demanded a probe by the 
UN into the killing of journal-
ist Arshad Sharif in Kenya as 
he does not have faith in the 
investigation carried out by the 
current PML-N government.

Sharif, 49, fled Pakistan in 
August for the UAE and later 
went to Kenya where he was 
killed on Sunday night. The 
Kenyan police later said it was 
a case of mistaken identity 
during a search for a similar 
car involved in a child abduc-
tion case.

Salman Iqbal, the President 
and CEO of ARY Digital 
Network as well as having 
multiple businesses, was asso-
ciated with his channel and it 
is alleged that he asked Sharif 
to flee the country and also 
persuaded him to go to Kenya.

Iqbal issued a statement on 
Twitter on Friday after Interior 
Minister Rana Sanaullah lev-
elled allegations against him 
during his press conference 
and demanded that he should 
be brought back from the UAE 
for the probe.

It has been stated that I 
should be included in the in-
vestigation into the killing of 
Arshad. I do not believe in the 
independence of the investi-
gation being undertaken by 

the present (Pakistan Muslim 
League (N) PML-N govern-
ment but will answer any 
questions put to me.

I am calling for an indepen-
dent investigation overseen by 
the UN Human Rights Office, 
and will of course provide my 
full cooperation to any such 
investigation seeking to get to 
the full truth behind the kill-
ing of Arshad Sharif with a 
view to bringing those respon-
sible to justice, he said.

He said that it was not easy to 
be a journalist in Pakistan and 
there were threats to Sharif.

We knew that threats to 
Sharif's life were legitimate. He 
repeatedly appealed in writing 
to all relevant sectors of gov-
ernment for protection. Instead 
of receiving help, he was tar-
geted with cases of sedition, 
multiple FIRs and arrest war-
rants, which compelled him 
to make the difficult choice to 
leave Pakistan, he said.

Iqbal condemned the smear 
campaign against him by the 
incumbent government.

Sharif, a senior journalist 
and former ARY News anchor 
was killed in Kenya where he 
was living in self-exile. A sea-
soned journalist, he was one of 
Pakistan's top news anchors.

His death has created a 
storm in Pakistan where al-
legations are being traded 
among politicians, apparently 
to gain political mileage.

Delhi AIIMS to replace parking 
stickers with RFID tags from Apr 
2023, install GPS in electric shuttles
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: All parking stickers 
issued by AIIMS here will be-
come invalid from April 1, 2023 
and be replaced with RFID tags, 
while all electric shuttles will 
be fitted with GPS, according 
to a new traffic circulation plan 
issued by the hospital.

Electric shuttles are used to 
transport patients and their atten-
dants across the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences' campus.

According to an office 
memorandum (OM) issued 
on October 27, AIIMS Director 
Dr M Srinivas recently took 
rounds of the East Ansari Nagar 
and Masjid Moth campuses 

and noted that there is a lot 
of traffic congestion, unau-
thorised parking and lack of 
internal transport facilities for 
patients and their attendants.

"Private and public vehicles 
are noted to be using AIIMS as 
a thoroughfare at high speed 
which is causing discomfort 
to wheelchair-bound patients 
and pedestrians and is also 
leading to increased pollution 
levels within the campus.

"Also, in the absence of ac-
cess control, such thoroughfare 
is posing a risk for students re-
siding in girls and boys hostels 
and is also leading to penetra-
tion of anti-social elements in 
the premises," the OM stated.

36 cases of XBB subvariant of 
Omicron found in Maharashtra so 
far; experts worry about `long COVID'
Press Trust of India

Mumbai: The number of cases 
of XBB subvariant of Omicron 
in Maharashtra has reached 36, 
the health department said on 
Saturday, adding that in most 
of these cases patients recov-
ered in home isolation.

The experts on the state 
government's COVID-19 Task 
Force, however, expressed 
concern about rising cases of 
`long COVID' at a recent meet-
ing, it said.

Pune district has reported 
21 XBB cases to date, fol-
lowed by 10 in Thane, two in 
Nagpur and one each in Akola, 
Amravati and Raigad.

Two of the XBB patients 
were in the 11-20 age group, 13 
in the 21-40 segment, 14 in the 
41-60 category and seven were 
over 60. The patients com-
prised 22 males and 14 females.

"Nine of the 36 patients had 
some symptoms, while others 
displayed mild symptoms or 
were asymptomatic.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Vested Interest
to isolate individuals spreading 

hatred and inciting violence. People 
want development, prosperity for 
the society and a better future for the 
country. Those with vested interest 
are rattled by overall transformation 
in the Union Territory and fast-paced 
socio-economic growth,” the LG said.

Sinha made these remarks while 
chairing a high-level meeting to re-
view the progress and further action 
plan for saturation of deliverables dur-
ing the ongoing Back to Village pro-
gramme, an official spokesperson said.

The LG, he said, termed Back to 
Village programme as a celebration of 
inclusive development, Jan Bhagidari 
and public awareness.

“It is a unique and ambitious exer-
cise of taking government to the door-
steps of people,” the LG said.

“Back to Village also provides an op-
portunity to every single individual 
to foil the nefarious attempt of anti-
social elements. People should expose 
justification or condoning of terrorism 
under whatever pretext by those try-
ing to disrupt peace,” he added.

The spokesperson said that the LG 
highlighted the role of the people, 
public representatives, and govern-
ment departments in the peace and 
development process.

Sinha, he said, also asserted that it 
is not just the Police and Security forc-
es’ responsibility to establish peace 
but also the prime objective of every 
stakeholder of the community as well 
as those in the civil administration to 
ensure all sections of society enjoy the 
fruits of development.

On being briefed about the targets 
aimed to be achieved during the on-
going Back to Village programme, the 
LG, as per the spokesperson, directed 
the Deputy Commissioners and con-
cerned departments to ensure satura-
tion of all deliverables.

‘People First’ should be the spirit of 
the Back to Village programme. It is 
the administration’s responsibility to 
watch over the interests of the com-
mon man and help them to prosper. 
Officers on the ground must estab-
lish close interaction and cooperation 
with the people as well PRIs, monitor 
quality of delivery of public services 

and bottlenecks in the field to be as-
sessed,” Sinha told the officers.

“It is our aim to saturate the deliver-
ables, identify gaps and take immedi-
ate corrective measures. The effective 
implementation of initiatives under 
the Back to Village will strengthen the 
economic growth and social change,” 
he added.

The LG, the spokesperson said, fur-
ther stated that the administration’s 
focus is on Youth, Skill Development, 
Self-Employment, Strengthening of 
PRIs, Nasha-Mukt Panchayat, 100% 
saturation of welfare schemes for sus-
tainable and inclusive development.

He further said that the LG directed 
the visiting officers to identify the 
youth for Self-employment and Skill 
development programmes as per their 
abilities.

Sinha, as per the spokesperson, 
called for taking on board private 
and government banks for providing 
financial assistance to youth for Self-
employment, besides asking the IT de-
partment to create awareness among 
youth about the online gaming, cyber 
& information security threats.

On the sidelines of the meetings, the 
spokesperson said, the LG took stock 
of the situation of Lumpy skin disease 
in the UT and directed for intensifying 
fogging and vaccination activities, es-
pecially in rural areas.

Rohit Kansal, Principal Secretary 
to the Government, Information 
Department briefed the meeting about 
the action-oriented deliverables for 
the fourth edition of Back to Village.

Over 25,000 government employees 
at all levels will participate including 
4,500 gazetted officers who will be 
deployed to Panchayats. Around 15-18 
lakh people are expected to partici-
pate in the Back to Village-IV. Target 
has been set to issue 2 to 2.50 lakh 
certificates under various services. As 
many as One lakh Ayushman Bharat 
Golden Cards and around 10 lakh land 
passbooks to be issued.

60,000 to 65,000 Youth (15 youth 
per panchayat) for self employment 
assistance and One lakh youth (20 
youth from every panchayat) for skill 
training to be identified.

The performances of visiting of-
ficers to be evaluated and ranking of 

departments will be done on the basis 
of feedback received from the people. 
Data of the Back to Village-IV will be 
digitized, it was informed.

‘It’s Our 
Commitment

to encourage common man to par-
ticipate in the governance process.
Sinha made these remarks during his 
interaction with the people during 
this month’s “LG’s Mulaqaat”- Live 
Public Grievance Hearing here at Civil 
Secretariat, an official spokesperson 
said. The LG, he said, took first hand 
appraisal of the grievances of random-
ly selected applicants of JK-IGRAMS 
from across the UT and issued on spot 
directions to the concerned officials 
for taking prompt action.

“We have made significant progress 
in addressing people’s concerns, and 
need to work as a cohesive unit to sus-
tain and build upon all that we have 
achieved,” the LG said, while reiterat-
ing the government’s commitment to 
serve all equally.

“The expectations of the people 
have grown immensely as a result of 
socio-economic success and a respon-
sive service delivery system. It is also 
our responsibility to encourage com-
mon man to participate in the gover-
nance process,” the LG added.

During the programme, the spokes-
person said that the LG issued on 
spot directions to officials for tak-
ing prompt action to resolve public 
grievances

Addressing the grievance of Rattan 
Lal from Jammu regarding the di-
lapidated condition of a Government 
Middle School building, the LG, he 
said, directed the School Education 
Department to conduct a survey of the 
status of school buildings. Directions 
were passed to Deputy Commissioners 
to take up unsafe school buildings on 
priority in District Plans.

“Timely redressal of grievance is an 
important instrument for initiating 
and managing social change,” the LG 
said.

On the complaint of Mohd Yosuf 
Mir from Budgam regarding land 
dispute and encroachment of land, 

the spokesperson said that the LG 
instructed the concerned Deputy 
Commissioner to personally look 
into the issue and make necessary 
intervention.

“A complainant namely Rameez 
Ahmad Mir from Ganderbal drew 
the attention of the authorities to 
the under construction bridge at 
Shilvat-Guzhama Ganderbal. Principal 
Secretary to the Government Public 
Works (R&B) Department informed 
the chair that the project is currently 
under procedural process,” he said.

The spokesperson further said that 
the LG took assessment of the prog-
ress made on JK-IGRAMS and directed 
for monitoring of grievance disposal at 
all levels.

Sinha, he said, also asked the of-
ficers to put special focus on the is-
suance of certificates, sanctioning of 
benefits under various schemes; re-
solving grievances with regard to de-
velopment projects; uploading Action 
Taken Report; satisfactory disposal of 
grievances and clear response by the 
department.

HC Reopens 
Nadimarg

videoconferencing and shall ensure 
expeditious proceedings so as to con-
clude the matter at the earliest.”

According to the prosecution, the 
witnesses had migrated out of Kashmir 
Valley and they were reluctant to de-
pose before the trial court at Shopian 
in view of the threat perception.

On August 25 this year, the high 
court had recalled its 21 December 
2011 order by virtue of which it had 
upheld the 9 February 2011 order by 
Principal Sessions Judge Shopian.

The then State government had also 
filed a petition in 2011 before the High 
Court under 561-A, seeking its direc-
tions under inherent powers for fresh 
trial of the case or in the alternative 
transfer of the case to any court of 
competent jurisdiction at Jammu so 
that statements of all the migrated 
witnesses available in the winter capi-
tal can be recorded without any fear. 
However, this petition was dismissed 
by the court.

The police have filed challan against 
seven accused persons initially before 
the Court of Principal Sessions Judge 
Pulwama in connection with FIR No. 
24/2003 for offences under Sections 
302, 450, 395, 307, 120-B, 326, 427 
RPC, 7/27 Arms Act and Section 30 of 
Police Act. It was later transferred to 
the Court of Principal Sessions Judge, 
Shopian, upon the creation of the 
Court. (GNS)

Snowfall, Colder
to remain generally cloudy with 

possibility of light to moderate rain/
snowfall over middle and higher 
reaches of J&K at  scattered places of 
J&K (forecast confidence >75%),” a me-
teorological department official said 
here.

He said during the period, there will 
be “drastic fall” in day temperature 
and there days will be colder.

Regarding probable impacts, he 
said, “Snowfall and low temperature 
may lead to temporary disruption of 
surface transportation, mainly over 
Zojila, Mughal Road, Sadnatop, etc.”

The weather department also reit-
erated advisory to farmers and urged 
them to harvest their agricultural pro-
duce, fruits etc. which are prone to 
snowfall and low temperature.

Regarding the temperature, he 
said, Srinagar recorded a low of 2.6°C 
against 3.5°C on the previous night. 
The temperature was 0.2°C below nor-
mal for the summer capital during this 
time of the year, he said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 2.2°C 
against 2.6°C on the previous night. 
The temperature was below 0.4°C 
than the normal for the gateway town 
of Kashmir, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury settled at 
minus 0.9°C against minus 0.9°C on 
the previous night and it was 0.4°C 
below normal for the south Kashmir 
resort, he said.

Kokernag recorded a low of 5.2°C 
against 4.7°C on the previous night 
and it was 0.9°C above normal for the 
place, he said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 2.2°C 
against 1.5°C on the previous night 
and it was 0.5°C above normal for the 
world famous skiing resort in north 

Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
In Kupwara town, the mercury set-

tled at 1.6°C against 2.2°C on the previ-
ous night, the official said. It was 0.8°C 
below normal for the north Kashmir 
place, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 16.0 
against 14.6°C on the previous night. It 
was 0.1°C below normal for J&K’s win-
ter capital, he said. Banihal recorded a 
low of 4.6°C (below normal by 0.3°C), 
Batote 7.6°C (0.3°C below normal), 
Katra 13.7°C (above normal by 0.6°C) 
and Bhadarwah 5.6°C (above normal 
by 1.0°C). (GNS)

Landslide Hits 
boulder rolled down, trap-

ping the workers, Kishtwar Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Devansh Yadav said.

A rescue operation was launched 
immediately and five people were 
pulled out from the debris and taken 
to the hospital. One person died in the 
incident, he said.

Five people are still feared trapped 
under the debris. Army, police and ad-
ministration are carrying out the res-
cue operation, Yadav said.

Earlier, Union Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh also said that a rescue team of 
about six people also got trapped un-
der the debris.

“Spoke to DC Kishtwar, J&K on re-
ceiving the report of a fatal landslide 
at the site of the under-construction 
Ratle Power Project. JCB driver unfor-
tunately died. A rescue team of about 
six persons, deputed to the site after 
the incident, has also got trapped un-
der the debris,” Singh posted on his of-
ficial Twitter handle.

The Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha also expressed 
anguish over the incident and said 
that district administration has been 
directed to provide all necessary 
assistance.

“Deeply anguished by mishap at 
Drabshalla-Ratle hydroelectric proj-
ect. My thoughts are with those who 
have lost their loved ones. Prayers for 
early recovery of injured. Army, SDRF 
& police are carrying out rescue op-
erations. Dist Admin directed to pro-
vide all necessary assistance,” Sinha 
Tweeted. (With PTI inputs)
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SRINAGAR MUNICPAL CORPORATION
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER LEFT RIVER WORKS DIVISION

Ph. No.  0194-2458118     Email: lrwdsmc@gmail.com
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE

 INVITING E- TENDERS
NIET NO: 47e-Tendering/2022-23 Dated:27-OCT-2022
For and on behalf of the Srinagar Municipal Corporation, e-tenders are invited on Percentage Basis from approved and eligible Contractors for the following work:-

Sl. No. Name of work Est. Cost
(In Lacs)

Cost of Tender 
Document 

(Non-refundable)

Earnest Mon-
ey (CDR)

Time of 
Completion in 
days/ Weeks

Class of 
Contractor

(Civil)

Technical 
Sanction/ 

Dated

Head of 
Account

1.
Providing of RCC slab over open drain from main 
road via house of Abdul Rashid Bilal AhamdPakh-
toon and otheers at Cinar Colony Bemina

Rs. 05.59 Rs. 280/- Rs. 11,180/- 24 days 
strictly 

CEE/
DEE

590
19-10-2022

UT Capex 
2022- 23

2. Re-Construction of lane by way of tiles at Sha-
heen Colony Solina Rs. 02.46 Rs. 123/- Rs. 4,920/- 24 days 

strictly DEE 591
19-10-2022

UT Capex 
2022- 23

3.
Upgradation oflane drain near the h/o GulzarA-
hamd Shah and Ghulam Mohidin Bhat near Raja 
Masjid at ShallaKadalTanipora

Rs. 04.24 Rs. 212/- Rs. 8,480/- 18 days 
strictly DEE 592

19-10-2022
UT Capex 
2022- 23

4. Upgradation of Public Park at Bagh-i-Mehtab 
opposite  h/o Mr. G.M.Lone and others Rs. 07.98 Rs. 399/- Rs. 15,960/- 24 days 

strictly 
CEE/
DEE

593
19-10-2022

UT Capex 
2022- 23

5.
CONSTRUCTION OF L/D FROM H/O FAYAZ 
AHMAD KALOO UPTO WAHID AHMAD PAMPORA  
QAMARWARI

Rs. 04.96 Rs. 248/- Rs. 9,920/- 18 days 
strictly DEE 594

19-10-2022
Capex 

2021- 22

6.
Upgradation of lane drain near the h/o Ghulam 
Mohammad waza near Community cnetre at 
KanikadalTankipora

Rs. 04.90 Rs. 245/- Rs. 9,800/- 18 days 
strictly DEE 595

19-10-2022
UT Capex 
2022- 23

7. Reconstruction and Rpairment of drain on both 
sides of road at Camardori Rs. 02.37 Rs. 119/- Rs. 4,740/- 24 days 

strictly DEE 596
19-10-2022

UT Capex 
2022- 23

8.

Civic Amenites lanes/drains Ward -48 
Nawakadal (From H/o M Hussain Gilkarupto 
H/o Mr GhalibTangoo) and  from Shop at Main 
road New Fancy Cloth House upto H/o Ghulam 
Mohammad Gadyar and others.

Rs. 11.75 Rs. 588/- Rs. 23,500/- 24 days 
strictly 

BEE/
CEE/
DEE

597
19-10-2022

UT Capex 
2022- 23

9.

Civic Amenites lanes/drains Ward -47 Nawabazar 
(From main road via Abdul Rashid Fashoo and 
others and from main road near tyre shop  upto 
park 

Rs. 11.73 Rs. 587/- Rs. 23,460/- 24 days 
strictly 

BEE/
CEE/
DEE

598
19-10-2022

UT Capex 
2022- 23

•	 Accord of Administrative Approval:
► Order No. 1095 of 2022, Dated: 23-08-2022.
► Order No. 337 SMC of 2022, Dated: 11-03-2022.
Other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

CRITICAL DATE SHEET
1 Publish date 27-10-2022
2 Document download date 27-10-2022    06:00 PM    To        03-11-2022  04:00 PM
3 Bid submission/uploading  date 27-10-2022    06:00 PM    To        03-11-2022  04:00 PM
4 Bid Opening  date 04-11-2022    11:00 AM
5. Submission of hard copy for successful bidder 05-11-2022    10:00 AM   To  04:00 PM

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
1. The Earnest Money (EMD) in respect of the advertised Cost of the work should be 2% inshape CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer LRWD SMC.

EMD2% of the successful bidder will be discharged when the bidder has signed the Agreement & furnished the required Performance Security
2. The L-1 contractor shall have to furnish the performance security @3% in shape CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer LRWD SMC of the value of 

contract valid till DLP before issuance of LOA / LOI. In case of L-1 failing to provide performance security @3% for the works within 7 days after being 
notified, his bid shall be cancelled and work shall be executed through other sources U/R at the risk , cost and responsibility of L1.

3. In Case of Holidays/office happens to be closed on the date of opening of bids. Bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
4. The intending tenderer/bidder should attach sales tax clearance certificate with upto date Validation without which no tenders/bids will be entertained.
5. The bid shall be opened online in the Office of Executive Engineer LRWD, SMC at Old Funds office Building Karan Nagar near National School Municipal 

Park on 04-10-2022    11:00 AM.
6. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Bank Receipt pledged in favour of Chief Accounts Officer SMC in the Municipal 

Account No: 0216010200000007 payable at J&K Bank Branch. Scanned copy of the same with mention of NIET No. & Serial no. to be uploaded along 
with all other documents. The bidder shall be barred / black list as per law for tender fee in form of Bank Receipt. Tender fee receipt and other relevant 
documents including Bid Security (CDR/FDR) dully filled up, if found with any ambiguity or unattested, correction / overwriting for any work, such tender 
/ bid shall be considered as invalid bid and shall be out rightly rejected and action U/R shall be initiated. The Bid shall remain valid for a period of 120 
days from the Bid due date. 

No.SMC/EELRWD/2267-76  Sd/-
Dated: 29-OCT-2022.  Er. Sajad Ahmad Kawoosa,

Executive Engineer,
DIPK-NB-4658-22  Left River Works Division,

Srinagar Municipal Corporation.

KPDCL To Supply 
1900 MWs Against 
1200 MWs This Winter
Curtailment Hours To Reduce, Ready To Tackle Any Eventuality During 
Winters: Chief Engineer

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir Power 
Distribution Corporation Lim-
ited (KPDCL) is all set to reduce 
the curtailment hours this win-
ter as the supply has been in-
creased from 1200 MegaWatts 
three years back to around 
1900 MWs this year.

Ahead of the bone-chilling 
cold and 10-day intermittent 
wet spell, the KPDCL has stated 
that the men and machinery are 
ready to tackle any eventuality.

Chief Engineer, KPDCL, Javed 
Yousuf Dar, said that “If we go 
just three years back, we were 
supplying a peak of 1200 MWs 
during the winter time. Due to 
the capacity addition at trans-
mission and at distribution 
level, a number of new grid 
stations have come, while the 
existing grid stations capacity 
have been enhanced. On the 
distribution side, we have been 
able to add more than 80 re-
ceiving stations in the last three 
years. Similarly, the distribu-
tion transformers have been 
added to the system, because 
of which we are in a position to 
supply more power.”

“Last year, we touched a peak 
of 1750 MWs against 1200 MWs 
some years back, thus there has 

been an increase of ap-
preciable 550 MWs 
that was supplied 
to the consum-
ers last year. This 
year, because of 
the various capac-
ity enhancements 
that have taken 
place over the last 
few months, we expect 
to go around 1900MWs,” 
he said.

About winter preparations, 
he said that the major activity 
that has been conducted after 
harvesting of paddy is the branch 
cutting, which is necessary as the 
lines are at risk due to branches.

“As per past practices, the sta-
bilization of lines and massive 
branch cuttings along the roots, 
augmentation of some critical 
lines have been done,” he said.

He further said reconductor-
ing of two major lines—220KV 
Wagoora Line and 132 KV Mir 
Bazar Wanpoh line are being 
done while the KPDCL has also 
gone for buffer stock. “There 
is adequate stock of poles and 
other things available in every 
district,” he said.

“Over the past few years, 
we have been able to improve 
the power supply from 1200 
MWs; we have been able to 

supply 1750 MWs last 
year. Definitely, this 

has resulted in 
far better power 
situation during 
the winters and 
has reduced the 
power curtail-

ment, particularly, 
if we see in Pulwama 

belt, there has been a 
massive improvement in 

power situation because 
of the creation of new grid 
station at Lassipora, likewise 
in north Kashmir, we have 
doubled the capacity from 160 
KVA to 320 MVA, Delina station 
is now being further augment 
by adding one more 160 MVA 
transformer bank. So, we will 
see some further improvement, 
but ultimately, the onus lies on 
the consumer on how to use 
the electricity,” he added.

He said that a consumer 
has an agreement with KP-
DCL. “It is the responsibility of 
people also to use electricity 
judiciously by not resorting to 
overload and excessive use of 
heating load, particularly the 
crude gadgets, which basically 
leads to an overloading of the 
system, because of which we 
have to resort to load shed-
ding,” he added—(KNO)

CS Encourages Open 
Discussion On Corruption
‘Visiting Officers To Be Mentor Officers Of The 
Panchayats For One Year’

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta continued 
with his virtual inspection sev-
eral panchayats and reviewed 
activities under the programme 
and its public reception today 
during the ongoing B2V4.

Chief Secretary interacted 
with visiting officers of pan-
chayats Mahanpur, Majalta, 
Panassa, Plahi through video 
conference and spoke with the 
local PRI members to take first 
hand review of the programme.

During his virtual visits, the 
CS encouraged all panchayats to 
accelerate Swachh Gram works 
and to work toward making 
‘Clean, Green and Swachh Vil-
lages’.

Dr Mehta encouraged all 
participants to hold open dis-
cussions on corruption during 
Gram Sabhas. ‘Government has 
taken numerous measures to in-
troduce transparency and elimi-
nate corruption in the system. 
Public participation and scru-
tiny will ensure corruption free 
delivery of governance, the CS 
remarked.

He encouraged PRI members 
to activate Pani Samitis and in-
formed them that upon success-
ful completion of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission, the Pani Samitis would 
be responsible for maintenance 
and quality control of local wa-
ter supply.

The CS laid stress on provid-
ing self employment opportuni-
ties to at least 15 youth per pan-
chayat and for imparting skill 
training to 20 or more of them 
under HIMAYAT. Functioning of 
Youth Clubs was also assessed 
by the CS and he stressed that 
the same must be activated in 
all panchayats. He asked VOs 
to obtain a feedback from the 
public on functioning of depart-
ments.

Chief Secretary also took a 
feedback   on distribution of 
Land Passbooks, functioning of 
Patwarkhanas and VLWs .

The CS directed that all pend-
ing inheritance mutations be 
completed within a month be-
sides saturation of Golden Cards 
in all panchayats. Dr Mehta 
also called for promotion of 77 
online citizens-to-government 
services of the UT administra-
tion.

The PRI members also ap-
prised the CS that previous it-
erations of the program have 
largely been successful in re-
inforcing public perception to-
wards the administration.

VOs were asked to encour-
age people to use Jan Bhagidari 
portal (janbhagidari.jk.gov.in) 
for monitoring progress of gov-
ernment works. Dr Mehta an-
nounce that Visiting officers will 
be Mentor Officer of panchayats 
for one year to ensure overall 
development of panchayats.

AAP Leader, Eight Members Join BJP In Jammu
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Senior Aam Aadmi Par-
ty leader Satish Sharma Shastri 
and eight activists joined the BJP 
here on Saturday, saying only 
this party can strengthen the 
nation and serve people.

BJP president of the union 
territory Ravinder Raina and 
MP Jugal Kishore Sharma wel-

comed them to the party at its 
headquarters here.

Ashish Abrol, Rakesh Shas-
tri, Rakesh Bali, Ashok Sharma, 
Deepak Sharma, Sunita Devi, Cha-
ru Abrol and Madan Lal Sharma 
were the others who switched 
over to the BJP from the AAP.

Raina said Shastri was a dedi-
cated social worker and hoped 
that all the new members abid-

ed by the party's principles.
Shastri said he repented his ear-

lier decision to join the AAP and 
that only the BJP can strengthen 
the nation. "I am now feeling 
alive, enlightened and ready to 
serve the people," he added.

Jugal Sharma said the gates of 
the BJP are open for all those who 
want to serve the people and 
strengthen "nationalist forces".

Centre To Ensure Every Part 
Of J&K Gets Durable Road 
Network: Jitendra Singh

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Union Minister 
of State for Personnel Jitendra 
Singh has said it is the Centre's 
firm commitment to ensure ev-
ery part of Jammu and Kashmir 
gets durable road network for its 
rapid growth

The prime objective of the 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yo-
jana (PMGSY) is to provide con-
nectivity, by way of all-weather 
road to the unconnected habita-
tions in rural areas, he said on 
Friday.

While highlighting the gov-
ernment's initiatives towards 
strengthening road connectiv-
ity, he said it is the firm com-
mitment of present dispen-
sation that every part of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Union 
Territory gets a durable road 
network for rapid growth and 
development, according to an 
official statement.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Friday dedicated 75 
projects to the nation, a number 
of them falling in the Union Ter-

ritories of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, from Shyok village 
in Leh district of Ladakh.

The projects are of vital im-
portance for the troops as well 
as the civilians, said the state-
ment issued by the Personnel 
Ministry.

In his address, Jitendra Singh 
said the highest number of proj-
ects including seven bridges and 
one road were inaugurated in 
his parliamentary constituency 
of Udhampur-Kathua-Doda in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The seven bridges e-inaugu-
rated by the defence minister 
in Kathua district of Singh's 
constituency comprise Jantriya, 
Konyali-I, Konyali-II, Chenab 
Badi, Pakka Kotha, Challa Nallah 
and Benadi.

Jitendra Singh informed that 
Benadi bridge has been con-
structed in just 90 days by the 
Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) which is a BRO record till 
date while Pakka Kotha bridge, 
which is 181 metres long multi 
span bridge, has been built in 
102 days.

Army, JU Organise Youth Festival 
'Sangam' After Two Years

Top Officers Trek 
14 Km To Reach Out Fire 
Victims In Kishtwar

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Administration and police officers here 
trekked 14 km uphill to reach out to fire victims 
in Jammu and Kashmir's Kishtwar district, an of-
ficial said on Saturday. Twenty-three families in 
Chug-Gandhari village lost their houses in a fire 
in the early hours of Friday.

Jammu Divisional Commissioner Ramesh Kumar, 
Doda-Kishtwar-Ramban Range Deputy Inspector 
General of Police Sunil Gupta, Kishtwar Deputy 
Commissioner Devansh Yadav, Kishtwar Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Shafqat Hussain Batt were 
among the officers who walked 14 km each side to 
meet the families and offer support, the official said.

Handing ex-gratia relief to the victims, the of-
ficers assured them that more financial support 
will be provided under the Disaster Manage-
ment Fund and similar schemes.

4 Woman Among Nine 
Injured In Uri Accident

Agencies

URI: At least nine persons including four women and 
two children were injured in a road accident in Uri area 
of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district this evening.

Reports said that an Eco vehicle (JK05H 0602) 
on way to Uri town met fell down into Hajipeer 
Nallah near NS bridge, resulting into injuries to 
nine persons, all residents of Salamabad Uri.

Soon after the accident locals and team reached 
the spot and shifted the injured persons to SDH Uri.

When contacted, Block Medical Officer Uri Dr. 
Mohammad Ramzan told a local news agency 
GNS that among nine injured five were shifted 
to GMC Baramulla for treatment. “Two of them 
are in critical conditions as of now”, he said.

Woman Killed After Car 
Plunges Into River Near Doda

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A woman was killed and another sus-
tained injuries when their car skidded off the 
road and fell into Chenab river in Doda district 
here on Saturday, officials said.

According to reports, Salma Bano (27) lost 
control of the car while reversing, Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Doda Abdul Qayoom said.

"Both were shifted to GMC hospital in Doda, 
where doctors declared one of them as brought 
dead," the SSP added.

Reportedly, the women fell out of the vehicle 
as it rolled down and plunged into the river.

The other woman has been identified as Sum-
aira Begum (35), they said.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The army and Univer-
sity of Jammu will organise a 
five-day youth festival titled 
'Sangam 2022' at the varsity's 
Bhaderwah campus in Jammu 
and Kashmir from October 31, 
officials said on Saturday.

The event, held to inculcate a 
sense of belonging towards the 
nation, promote communal har-
mony among youth and boost 
tourism, is being held after two 
years following a decline in Co-
vid cases, they said. The army's 
Rashtriya Rifles in collaboration 
with the Bhaderwah campus re-
leased the teaser of the festival 
during a press conference.

Around 1,200 students from 
34 colleges, universities and sat-
ellite campuses will participate 
in the festival from October 31 

to November 4, Commanding 
Officer 4-Rashtriya Rifles Col 
Rajat Parmar said.

Adventure activities like para-
gliding, white water rafting in riv-
er Chenab, trekking, rock climb-
ing and rappelling will be the 
highlights of the festival. Besides, 
the participants will also get a 
chance to interact with successful 
young entrepreneurs, he added.

"This year, we have decided to 
organise the festival on a larger 
scale than earlier and we have 
been receiving overwhelming 
response," the university's Public 
Relations Officer at its Bhaderwah 
campus Aarif Khateeb said.

"Our focus is to promote na-
tional integration and commu-
nal harmony. We will also make 
the participating youth ambas-
sadors of adventure tourism in 
Chenab region," he said.

Senior Citizens Home 
Inaugurated At Bandipora

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Bandipora, Dr. 
Owais Ahmad on Saturday inau-
gurated Senior Citizens Home in 
Bandipora for senior citizens of 
the district.

The facility has been set up 
by the Department of Social 
Welfare under Atal Vayo Abhyu-
day Yojna (AVAY) scheme of the 
Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment.

The Home is aimed to provide 
an array of facilities to senior cit-
izens like shelter, food, clothing, 
recreational facilities, library 
facilities, stress management, 
counseling, social support, legal 
assistance, medical assistance 
and other basic life facilities, DC 
said on the occasion. The home 
is facilitated with separate med-
ical staff consisting of a doctor 
and a nurse, he further added.

District Social Welfare Offi-
cer Bandipora, on the occasion 
said that, all the facilities would 
be made available as per the 
guidelines of the scheme free 
of cost to the senior citizens 
and expressed gratitude to the 
Director, Social Welfare, Kash-

mir and District Administration 
Bandipora for the establishment 
of much needed institutional fa-
cilities in the district.

He said that the Senior Citizens 
Home has a functional library that 
includes books on the discourses 
of religion, philosophy among 
others for the senior citizens.

The facility also has a fully fur-
nished hall fitted with a fan and 
heating system. There are com-
puters, LCD TVs, Carom, Chess 
and other tools of recreational re-
course for the elderly at the home.

The government has kept 
several staff members available 
at this center along with all re-
quired facilities.

"Some retainer and lawyers 
are also available to assist senior 
citizens. The home can help se-
nior citizens to get enlisted for 
various Government schemes 
like old-age pension, drafting of 
petitions against abuse, and file 
applications etc.

Above all, senior citizens can 
get regular health check-ups at 
home as specialist doctors and 
yoga therapist are readily avail-
able" DSWO added while high-
lighting the facilities available at 
the home.

Pole Orders Pace In e-Shram 
Registration Of Workers
Directs Officials To Set 
Up Registration Facilities 
At Working Places

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Pace up e-Shram 
registration of workers, set up 
registration facilities at working 
places directed Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Pandurang K Pole to officers on 
Saturday during a meeting re-
garding registration of labourers 
under e-Shram scheme.

The meeting was attended by 
Director FCS& CA, Director In-
dustries and Commerce, Director  
Rural Development Department, 
Deputy Labour Commissioner, 
GM SICOP and officers of PWD.

While reviewing the progress 
achieved regarding registration of 
workers, Div Com directed all the 

officers to depute officials with lo-
gistic support at specific places of 
work to achieve  the target set by 
the government.

He directed Director FCS&CA to 
register Brick Kiln workers while 
availing the assistance of Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioners in 
districts particularly in Budgam, 
Anantnag, Pulwama and Kulgam.

Besides, he directed PWD to 
create facilities at major construc-
tion sites to register construction 
workers under e-Shram scheme.

Div Com also asked Director I&C 
and GM SICOP to register labour-
ers working in Industrial Estates 
and other sporadic Industrial 
units by creating their own ser-
vice facility.

He underlined the need to create 
IEC campaign by Labour depart-
ment to educate and motivate left 
out  workers so that the benefits 
will be provided to them directly.
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Reliance Jio Starts 
Rolling Out 5G-Enabled 
Public Wi-fi

Agenceis

Reliance Jio has launched 
5G-enabled wi-fi service 
at temple town of Nathd-

wara in Rajasthan and it will be 
expanded to other public places 
with high footfalls like railway 
stations and educational institu-
tions, the company said on Sat-
urday.

Jio has also started rolling 
out 5G services in Chennai. The 
company has extended the Jio 
Welcome offer to the city. Under 
the offer, customers with invita-
tion only will get access to 5G 
service during the beta trial and 

they will be able to access unlim-
ited 5G data at up to 1 gigabit per 
second.

"Today, we have powered the 
first True5G-enabled wi-fi ser-
vice at the holy town of Nathd-
wara and the temple of Lord Sri-
nath Ji. With this, we will power 
many more such locations and 
allow them to trial our services. 
In addition, we welcome Chen-
nai as our latest city to be added 
to the Jio True5G Welcome Of-
fer," Reliance Jio Chairman Akash 
M Ambani said in a statement.

The company said it is intro-
ducing "JioTrue5G-powered wi-
fi services" in high footfall areas 

such as educational institutions, 
religious places, railway stations, 
bus stands, commercial hubs and 
other places.

Reliance Jio has plans to cover 
the entire country with 5G ser-
vices by December 2023 and it 
has simultaneously started out 
5G-enabled wi-fi services.

"As stated earlier, 5G can-
not remain an exclusive service 
to the privileged few or those 
in our largest cities. It must be 
available to every citizen, every 
home, and every business across 
India. This is a step in that direc-
tion to enable every Indian with 
JioTrue5G," Ambani said.

Join Asaduddin Owaisi, 
Get Biryani, Says Party 
Leader In Madhya Pradesh
Agenceis

Bhopal: A leader of the All India 
Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) has been offering 
biryani and breakfast to new 
entrants in the outfit in Narela 
Assembly constituency of Mad-
hya Pradesh's Bhopal as part of 
a drive to increase the party's 
base in the region.

The party led by Asaduddin 
Owaisi had for the first time con-
tested the recently held urban 
bodies' polls in the state and se-
cured seven seats of corporators.

“We are welcoming people 
who did not get due respect in 
their parties, whether it was 
the BJP or Congress. When they 
come to our office to join the 

outfit, as a mark of respect, we 
offer them biryani or breakfast 
such as samosas and tea, like 
we do to guests in our homes," 
AIMIM leader Peerzada Tauqeer 
Nizami told PTI.

Mr Nizami said new entrants 
are garlanded and offered food 
in keeping with their respective 
religious practices, he said.

“They should feel that they 
have come to the right place. I 
listen to their problems and make 
efforts to sort them out,” he said.

More than 20,000 people 
have joined the party so far 
during the ongoing drive, the 
AIMIM leader claimed, adding 
that the move will be replicated 
by the party in other Assembly 
segments of Bhopal after Diwali.

No Fine For Breaking 
Traffic Rules During Diwali, 
Says Gujarat Government
Agenceis

Surat, Gujarat: The Gujarat gov-
ernment has announced that 
people will not be fined for vio-
lation of traffic rules during the 
Diwali festival this year.

Gujarat Minister of State for 
Home Harsh Sanghavi made this 
announcement in Surat on Friday.

Addressing a gathering, he 
said that in view of the Diwali 
festival, traffic police in Gujarat 
will not collect any fine from the 
violators till October 27.

Mr Sanghavi said the decision to 

give relief to people during Diwali 
has been taken by the state home 
department as per the guidance of 
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel.

"From October 21 to October 
27, the traffic police in Gujarat 
will not collect any fine from 
people. If anyone is caught with-
out a helmet or driving licence 
or found violating any other 
traffic rule during this period, 
our police will give them a flow-
er," the minister added.

Assembly elections in the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-ruled 
Gujarat are due by December end.

YouTube Ends Its 
Premium Paywall 
Experiment For 4K Videos
Agenceis

YouTube has ended a test 
that required Premium 
subscription for 4K resolu-

tion videos.
In the experiment, the Google-

owned streaming platform asked 
some users to pay for a Premium 
account in order to view videos in 
4K resolution. Because of users' 
outrage, it has now stopped this 
test, reports TechCrunch.

"We have fully turned off this 
experiment. Viewers should now 
be able to access 4K quality reso-
lutions without Premium mem-
bership," YouTube said in a tweet.

The streaming platform con-
ducted the experiment to know 
how users would respond if a cer-
tain function was moved to the 
Premium tier.

"It is a part of our experiment 
to know better the feature pref-

erences of Premium and non-
Premium viewers," it had said in 
a now-deleted tweet.

The company claims to have 
more than 50 million paid sub-
scribers of YouTube Music and 
Premium offerings globally.

The Premium subscription in-
clude features like ad-free view-
ing, video downloads for offline 
consumption, and background 
play, the report said.

Recently, the company had 
introduced handles, a way for 
people to easily find and engage 
with creators and each other on 
the streaming platform.

Handles will appear on chan-
nel pages and Shorts so that they 
will be instantly and consistently 
recognisable.

It will soon be simpler and fast-
er to mention each other in com-
ments, community posts, video 
descriptions, and more.
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T20 WORLD CUP

NZ Win Big Against SL
Press Trust of India

SYDNEY: Glenn Phillips rode his 
luck to smash a special hundred 
as New Zealand put their poor 
start behind to register a cru-
cial 65-run win over Sri Lanka 
in the T20 World Cup, here on 
Saturday.

New Zealand found them-
selves tottering at 15 for three 
inside the powerplay before 
Phillips (104 off 64) shared an 
84-run stand with Daryl Mitch-
ell (22 off 24) to stabilise the 
innings.

The 25-year-old, who was 
dropped twice including early 
on in his innings, played some 
sensational strokes en route to 
his second T20 hundred. His 
knock comprised four sixes and 
10 boundaries.

Sri Lanka too lost early wick-
ets but, unlike New Zealand, 
could not recover from there to 
end at 102 all out in 19.2 overs.

Trent Boult caused the maxi-
mum damage with the new ball 
and ended up with career-best 
figures of four for 13 in four overs.

It was New Zealand’s second 
win in three games, with their 
previous game against Afghani-
stan being a total washout. The 
semifinal passage gets a lot 
tougher for Asia Cup champions 
Sri Lanka, who suffered their 
second loss in three games.

Qatar Evicts 100s Of Migrant 
Workers As World Cup Looms

Agencies

DOHA: Qatari authorities have 
evicted hundreds of migrant 
workers from buildings in cen-
tral Doha, casting a new shad-
ow over the countdown to the 
World Cup, residents and work-
ers said Saturday.

Municipal workers and secu-
rity guards moved into about 12 
buildings late on Wednesday to 
clear and lock them, according 
to local residents, ahead of the 
tournament that kicks off on 
November 20.

The government said the 
buildings were "uninhabitable", 
proper notice was given, and 
that alternative "safe and ap-
propriate accommodation" had 
been found for all evictees.

The affected area, largely 
around Al-Mansoura, has been 
massively redeveloped in re-
cent years and some World Cup 
fans will stay in apartments in 
the district, where dozens of 
mechanical diggers are parked 
in the streets.

In the early hours of Saturday, 
Yunus, a Bangladeshi driver, slept 
on the back of his flat-bed truck 
on a street in Al Mansoura, three 
nights after being forced out of 
one block. Yunus said it was the 
third time he had been forced to 
move in three years. (AFP)

LG Inaugurates 31st Senior 
National Wushu C’ship

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: LG Manoj Sinha inau-
gurated the 31st Senior National 
Wushu Championship in Srinagar 
on Saturday. As many as 1500 ath-
letes from 45 associations across 
the country are participating in this 
aspirational mega sporting event.

The LG also dedicated the newly 
constructed Wushu Academy to 
the talented youth of J&K on the 
occasion.

Addressing the gathering on the 
occasion, the LG said the Wushu 
National Championship being 
held at Srinagar reflects the spirit 
of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat and 
provides a great opportunity for 
people to showcase and share the 
culture and heritage of J&K.

“J&K has now emerged as one 
of the top sporting UTs in India 
and many talented Wushu players 
have established themselves as a 
powerful contender at the world 
stage,” the LG added.

Emphasising that sports is the 
powerful instrument of hope, 
unity and symbol of a vibrant and 
progressive society, the LG said it 
gives a new aim, new hope to the 
society and nurtures aspirations of 
the young generation.

Sports contribute to social 
change and create new heroes. J&K 
is witnessing exceptional transfor-
mation and extraordinary efforts 
of sportspersons, coaches full of 
promise and possibilities, he added.

The LG said that J&K is now con-
tinuously hosting National and 
International championships in 

different disciplines of sports. The 
Sports Council selects new talents 
in a transparent manner and gives 
emphasis to their training and 
coaching. Today Sports is the pri-
ority of the government, he added.

Access to play, opportunity to 
hone one's skills and energy is what 
builds the talent of the future and it 
is our commitment to support de-
serving talents, the LG further said.

The National event will be an-
other big step for the promotion of 
sports in the region. It will improve 
the performance of the Wushu 
players of Jammu and Kashmir 
and will certainly offer new oppor-
tunities to realise their true poten-
tial, he added.

The LG lauded young talents 
like Munazah Gazi and Sadia Tariq 
who brought laurels to the na-
tion and complimented Abhishek 
Singh Jamwal, Abhijit Singh, Pan-
kaj Raina, Ishant Singh, Owais, 
Pratham Singh and Dronacharya 
Awardee Coach Kuldeep Handoo 
for winning 6 medals in Wushu 
for Jammu and Kashmir in the Na-
tional Games held in Gujarat.

Bhupendra Singh Bajwa, Presi-
dent of the Wushu Association of 
India, highlighted the significant 
role of J&K in promoting and tak-
ing Wushu to new heights.

Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K Sports 
Council in her welcome address 
expressed gratitude for providing 
continuous support and assistance 
for promoting sports in J&K.

40000 sportspersons are being 
trained in the discipline of Wushu 
in J&K, it was informed.

Inter District Kabaddi 
C’ship Ends At Pahalgam

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Provincial Level In-
ter District Kabaddi tournament for 
All Age Groups (AAG) boys conclud-
ed on Saturday at Pahalgam with 
Baramulla lifting the overall trophy.

Chairman District Development 
Council Anantnag was the chief 
guest at the final ceremony. Speak-
ing on the occasion, he appreci-
ated the efforts of the department 
for providing sports facilities to the 
budding youth. He also laid stress 
on the involvement of more and 
more youth in sports activities. He 
also threw light on the ill effects of 
drugs and advised the participants 
to stay away from drugs. Later a 
presentation ceremony was held 
at which the chief guest distrib-

uted the prizes among the three 
position holders. 

Final match was played between 
district Baramulla and district Sri-
nagar. In a close contest, district 
Baramulla emerged as winners, 
Srinagar bagged the 2nd position 
while as District Bandipora settled 
at third position. 

Among others who were pres-
ent on the occasion included Dis-
trict Youth services and Sports 
Officer Anantnag Mushtaq Ahamd 
Pampori, staff members of High-
er secondary School Pahalgam, 
members of the activity section, 
technical officials and good num-
bers of students. 

The competition was organised 
by the Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Anantnag. 


