
25
th

Thursday 29 September 2022 | 02 Rabi-ul-Awwal | 1444 Hijri | Srinagar | Vol: 25 | Issue: 227 | Pages: 12 | Price: `3

www.kashmirobserver.net twitter.com / kashmirobserver facebook.com/kashmirobserver Postal Regn: L/159/KO/SK/2014-2016

S H O R T  T A K E S

HIGHWAY HICCUPS

SSP Removed Amid Outrage Over 
Halting Of Fruit Laden Trucks

SC Closes PIL Against J&K 
Quota Law After 16 Years

CCTV Cams Helped 
Trace Abducted 
Kishtwar Minor

DC Ramban 
Orders No 
Parking Zone

The district authorities in Ramban district on Wednesday directed traffic 
department to enforce order of no parking zone to provide safe passage to 
fruit laden vehicles. Deputy Commissioner, Ramban Mussarat Islam passed 

these directions toSDM and traffic police during a Block Diwas meeting in Banihal on 
Wednesday, an official spokesperson said. The meeting was also More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A senior police officer 
was on Wednesday transferred 
and attached with police head-
quarters, a step that followed an 
outcry over halting of fruit-lad-
en trucks from Kashmir valley to 
outside markets.

The transfer order of Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP), 
traffic national highway Shabir 
Ahmad Malik was issued by 
the home department, this 
morning.

In the order issued by 
Financial commissioner-cum-
additional chief secretary Raj 

Kumar Goyal said, "In the in-
terest of administration, Shabir 
Ahmad Malik, SSP Traffic NHW, 
is hereby transferred and at-
tached with police headquar-
ters, J-K, with immediate effect."

Superintendent of Police, 
Ramban, Mohita Sharma was given 
the additional charge More on P10

Says Question 
Important But 
Scenario Changed
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday 
closed a PIL which 
was filed almost 
16 years ago chal-
lenging certain 
provisions of the 
2005 Jammu and 
Kashmir Reservation 
law, saying the situ-
ation has drastically 
changed after reorganisation 
of the state in 2019.

The top court had on 
December 4, 2006 issued 

notices to the then state gov-
ernment and the Centre on 
the PIL filed by a man named 
Munilal raising certain issues 
with regard to the validity of 
the reservation law.

Issue rule. Dasti in addition 
is permitted. Liberty to 

mention after ser-
vice is complete. 
Keeping in view 
the importance 
of the question 
involved, we are 
of the opinion 

that the matter 
should be heard 

by a larger Bench, the 
apex court had said. Dasti, 

in legal parlance, is service of 
summons by the petitioner to 
the respondent. More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The network of 
CCTV cameras proved 
helpful in the rescue of a 
six-month-old child within 
seven hours of his abduc-
tion from a hospital in 
Kishtwar district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, a senior police 
officer said on Wednesday.

The woman who alleg-
edly kidnapped the child 
was also arrested during 
the rescue operation led by 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (Kishtwar) Shafqat 
Hussain Bhat.

The baby of Farmeen 
Ahmad was abducted by a 
burqa-clad woman from the 
district hospital Kishtwar 
on Tuesday afternoon but 
was recovered within hours 
from Gudhali chowk.

As the SSP flanked by 
junior officers walked 
with the rescued child in 
his hands to reunite him 
with his family, the locals 
poured onto the roads to 
celebrate the prompt and 
successful operation.

"This was the first of its 
kind unfortunate incident 

in the district and we 
received the informa-
tion around 11.30 am on 
Tuesday," Bhat told report-
ers in Kishtwar.

"Police immediately 
swung into action and 
all the checkpoints were 
alerted with special teams 
constituted and fanned out 
in different directions for 
the rescue of More on P10

SIA Raids In Rajouri, 
Poonch Over Funding Case
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Jammu 
and Kashmir State 
Investigation Agency 
(SIA) on Wednesday 
carried out multiple 
raids and searches at 
houses of suspected 
persons in twin border 
districts of Poonch and 
Rajouri in a terror fund-
ing case, officials said.

Three teams car-
ried out simultaneous 
raids in different areas 
of Rajouri and Poonch 
including Dharati vil-
lage (tehsil Balakote), 
Kuniyan village (tehsil 
Haveli, Poonch) and 

Julass village (tehsil 
Haveli), they said.

The raids, carried out 
by SIA Jammu with the 
help of district admin-
istrations and police, 
were aimed at breaking 
the terror ecosystem 
and investigate the pro-
ceeds of terror funding, 
the officials said.

The searches were 
conducted after obtain-
ing warrants from the 
court, they added.

During the course 
of raids, incriminat-
ing material, including 
documents and some 
digital devices, was re-
covered, More on P10

ALL OUR OFFICIAL 
(CCTV) CAMERAS 
INSTALLED in the town 
are functional round-
the-clock. Cameras have 
become an essential part 
of the investigations." 

J&K Adds 
13 More 
Corona Cases

Jammu and Kashmir 
reported 13 fresh cases 
of novel Coronavirus 

on Wednesday, even as 
there was no death due to 
the virus during the last 
24 hours. Officials said 
that four new cases of 
Covid-19 were reported 
from Jammu division and 
nine from Kashmir Valley, 
taking the number of 
people infected since the 
onset of the pandemic in 
J&K to 479115.
There was no death due to 
the virus during the time. 
So far 4785 people have 
succumbed to the virus 
and among More on P10

Couple Among 
3 Held in 
Sextortion Case

Three people, including 
a couple were arrested 
on Wednesday 

by police in an alleged 
sextortion case.
The arrests, according to 
a police spokesperson, 
were made on the basis of 
a written complaint filed 
by Nazir Ahmad Rather of 
Dalwan Chaar-e-Shareef, 
Budgam at Police Station 
Shergarhi on Tuesday, 
claiming that he had 
received a call from a 
woman identified as Saba, 
who insisted him to meet for 
some work. Accordingly, he 
said, the woman took Rather 
to her room More on P10
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Spring Buds Educational Trust Ompora, 
In Collaboration With 

Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organization 

Conducted a free medical camp on 27 of September 2022 at Shehjar Diagnostic and 
Pharmacy Centre Ompora, Budgam.
BMO Budgam inaugurated the camp in which 343 patients were treated free of cost. 
The trust  provided free medicines and also conducted free diagnostic tests of the 
patients. The trust intends to organise more camps in future, organisers said.
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Arbitral Tribunal
Justice  Hakim Imtiyaz Hussain  

In the matter of:
 Ghulam Mohammad Kuchay S/o Ghulam Hassan Kuchay R/o Magam Budgam 

(Plaintiffs)  
V /S 

Mohammad Ibrahim Ganie S/o Mst. Zooni R/o Magam Budgam & Others 
(Defendants) 

File No: 03/Arbitration 
Date of Institution 25-05-2016

Interim Order
23-9-2022

This Tribunal has received from the Court of Principal District Judge, Budgam a copy of 
the order dated 31-8-2022 by means of which the learned Court has extended the term 
of this Tribunal by a period of six months w.e.f 20-9-2022 to re-enter upon the reference 
and make award.

The parties have caused their appearance through whatsapp mode.

The Defendants have on 21-9-2022 filed an application seeking interim direction directing 
the parties to maintain status quo or restraining the Plaintiffs from creating third party 
interest viz a viz the suit property.
Copy of the application was forwarded to the other side for their response if any but so far 
no response has been filed by the said party.
One week’s further time is given to the Plaintiff to file his objection if any to the said ap-
plication.
Meanwhile, since it shall be in the interest of justice, the parties are directed to maintain 
status qua in respect of the suit property. They are directed not to make the same subject 
to any alienation or transfer.
So far the main issue is concerned, the parties are given another opportunity to file ad-
ditional submissions/ documents, if any by next date. In case the parties or any of them 
choose not to furnish any fresh submissions/facts/material, they may accordingly inform 
this Tribunal.
Further proceedings in the matter will be taken on the next date.
Put up on 8-10-2022.

Justice Hakim Imtiyaz Hussain 
PD Arbitrator

No. Z-28016/16/2022-PMSSY-IV-Part(1)

Government of India 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

(PMSSY Division)

Room No 201-D, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi-110001

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (PMSSY Division) invites 
applications from eligible candidates for filling up the post of Fi-
nancial Advisor in Level-13 (Rs. 123100-215900) (as per 7th CPC) 
on transfer on deputation basis (including short term contract) 
in each of (i) AIIMS Bathinda (Punjab)  (II) AIIMS Bhopal (Mad-
hya Pradesh), (ii) AIIMS Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh), -(Iv) AI-
IMS Deoghar (Jharkhand), (v) AIIMS Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh)  
(VI) AIIMS Jodhpur (Rajasthan), (vii) AIIMS Kalyani (West Ben-
gal), (viii) AIIMS Vijaypgr (UTofJ&K), (ixJ^IIMS Raebareli (Uttar 
Pradesh), (x) ^AllMS Rajkot (Gujarat),^d) AIIMS Madurai (Tamil 
Nadu), (xii) AIIMS Awantipora (UT of J&K) and (Xiii) AIIMS Patna 
(Bihar).

2. For further details, please visit Website of this Ministry 
& this Division i.e. www.mohfw.nic.in and pmssy-mohfw.nic.in.

3. Detailed advertisement will be published in Employ-
ment News. The last date

of receipt of applications will be the 45th day from the date of 
publication of advertisement in Employment News.

Dinesh Kumar
Joint Director

Tele: 011:23061730
CBC -   17101/11/0011/2223 
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Voice-Control Smart Devices 
Might Affect Children’s Social, 
Emotional Development
ANI

According to an 
expert in the use 
of artificial intel-
ligence and ma-

chine learning in health-
care, voice-control smart 
devices such as Alexa, Siri, 
and Google Home may 
hinder children's social 
and emotional develop-
ment.
The findings of the study 
were published online in 
the Archives of Disease in 
Childhood.
These devices might 
have long-term effects by 
impeding children's criti-
cal thinking, capacity for 
empathy and compassion, 
and their learning skills, 
says Anmol Arora of the 
University of Cambridge.
While voice-control de-
vices may act as 'friends' 
and help to improve 
children's reading and 
communication skills, 
their advanced AI and 
'human' sounding voices 
have prompted concerns 
about the potential long-
term effects on children's 
brains at a crucial stage of 
development.
There are three broad 
areas of concern, ex-
plains the author. These 
comprise inappropriate 
responses; impeding 
social development; and 
hindering learning.
He cites some well-
publicised examples of 
inappropriate responses, 
including a device sug-
gesting that a 10-year old 
should try touching a live 
plug with a coin.
"It is difficult to enforce 
robust parental controls 
on such devices without 
severely affecting their 
functionality," he sug-
gests, adding that privacy 
issues have also arisen in 
respect of the recording of 
private conversations.
These devices can't teach 
children how to behave 

politely, because there's 
no expectation of a 
"please" or "thank you", 
and no need to con-
sider the tone of voice, he 
points out.
"The lack of ability to 
engage in non-verbal 
communication makes 
use of the devices a poor 
method of learning social 
interaction," he writes. 
"While in normal human 

interactions, a child would 
usually receive construc-
tive feedback if they were 
to behave inappropriately, 
this is beyond the scope of 
a smart device."
Preliminary research on 
the use of voice assistants 
as social companions for 
lonely adults is encour-
aging. But it's not at all 
clear if this also applies to 
children, he notes.
"This is particularly 
important at a time when 
children might already 
have had social develop-
ment impaired as a result 
of covid restrictions and 
when they might have 
been spending more 
time isolated with smart 
devices at home," he 
emphasises.
Devices are designed 
to search for requested 
information and provide 
a concise, specific answer, 
but this may hinder tradi-
tional processes by which 

children learn and absorb 
information, the author 
suggests.
When children ask adults 
questions, the adult 
can request contextual 
information, explain the 
limitations of their knowl-
edge and probe the child's 
reasoning--a process that 
these devices can't repli-
cate, he says.
Searching for information 

is also an important learn-
ing experience, which 
teaches critical thinking 
and logical reasoning, he 
explains.
"The rise of voice de-
vices has provided great 
benefit to the popula-
tion. Their abilities to 
provide information 
rapidly, assist with daily 
activities, and act as 
a social companion to 
lonely adults are both 
important and useful, 
the author acknowl-
edges.
"However, urgent research 
is required into the long-
term consequences for 
children interacting with 
such devices," he insists.
"Interacting with the 
devices at a crucial stage 
in social and emotional 
development might have 
long-term consequences 
on empathy, compassion, 
and critical thinking," he 
concludes.  
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Lt Gen Anil 
Chauhan 
Is New CDS

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Lt Gen Anil Chauhan 
(retd), a former eastern Army 
commander and director gen-
eral of military operations, was 
on Wednesday appointed as 
India's new Chief of Defence 
Staff, more than nine months 
after the post fell vacant fol-
lowing the death of Gen Bipin 
Rawat in a helicopter crash.

A decorated Army officer 
and a China expert, 61-year-old 
Chauhan will also function as 
Secretary in the Department of 
Military Affairs with effect from 
the date of his assumption of 
charge and until further orders.

He was the Director General of 
Military Operations (DGMO) of the 
Army during the Balakot air strikes 
in 2019 when Indian airplanes 
pounded a Jaish-e-Mohammed 
terrorist training camp deep in-
side Pakistan in response to the 
Pulwama terror strike.

Lt Gen Chauhan (retd) will 
assume the rank of the four-
star General once he takes 
charge as India's second Chief 
of Defence Staff (CDS). He will 
be the first retired three-star 
officer to return to service in 
four-star rank.

After his retirement as the 
eastern Army Commander last 
year, he has been More on P10

Ageing Hearts of Youth Linked to Spike In Cardiac Deaths In Kashmir

BJP Sees Opportunity 
In Azad’s Exit 
From Congress
Will Win 50 Seats, Form J&K Govt 
With Own CM: Koul

Govt’s Agenda To Get Youngsters 
Into Mainstream: Army
‘Need Whole Of Nation Approach To Save Youth From Getting Radicalised’

States, UTs Empowered 
To Declare PFI Unlawful

Khatana 
Takes Oath As 
RS Member
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Vice President and 
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Wednesday admin-
istered oath to two new mem-
bers of the upper house.

Biplab Kumar Deb of the 
BJP and Ghulam Ali Khatana, a 
nominated member, took oath 
in the chamber of Dhankhar at 
Parliament House.

Khatana is a BJP leader from 
Jammu and Kashmir and was re-
cently nominated to the Rajya Sabha.

Deb, a former chief minister of 
Tripura, entered the upper house 
following a bypoll. Tripura's lone 
Rajya Sabha seat fell vacant after 
Manik Saha resigned in June to 
contest an assembly bypoll. He is 
now the state chief minister.

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman 
Harivansh and Union min-
isters Jitendra Singh and V 
Muraleedharan were also pres-
ent (on the occasion), More on P10

Zaid Bin Shabir

The 2022 World Heart 
Day theme—‘Use Heart 
For Every Heart’—has 

prompted experts to suggest 
that Kashmir needs to regulate 
stress, substance abuse and 
sedentary lifestyle to counter 
the rapid rate of cardiac arrests.

“There’s an exponential 
surge in the number of heart 
attack cases in Kashmir in re-
cent times,” Dr. Irfan A. Bhat, 
Kashmir’s renowned cardiolo-
gist said. “Since 2019, the rate of 
such cases has doubled to what 
it was three years ago.”

Till 2018, the health spe-
cialist said, Srinagar’s SMHS 
and SKIMS hospital were han-
dling 4-5 heart attack patients 

daily in the summer and fall 
months. “However, that trend 
has changed now,” Dr. Irfan said. 
“Today, the number of such 

cases has grown to 10-15 pa-
tients per day. And due to lack 
of awareness, many patients are 
still ignoring the early symptoms 
of an attack, which if not treated 
at an appropriate time, can lead 
to a permanent heart damage. 
This is an alarming trend.”

In addition to smoking and 

drug abuse, the cardiologist 
blamed late nights, competi-
tions, deadlines, lack of recre-
ation, ultra-processed food for 
contributing to this fatal wave.

Dr. Irfan, who’s a core mem-
ber of ‘save heart initiative’ that 
handles cardiac emergencies 
virtually and saves hundreds 

of lives every year, said that 
people’s first priority should be 
their heart-health “as there is 
no going back if it is damaged”.

In an exclusive interview 
with Kashmir Observer, Dr. Irfan 
explains what needs to be done 
to contain the fatal heart wave.

How prone is Kashmir to 
heart attacks?

Well, there’s an exponential 
surge in the number of heart at-
tack cases in Kashmir in recent 
times. Since 2019, the rate of 
such cases has doubled to what 
it was three years More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Nagrota: A 'whole of nation' 
approach is needed to save the 
youth of Jammu and Kashmir 
from getting radicalised, a 
senior Army official said on 
Wednesday.

General officer Commanding 
(GoC) 16 Corps Lieutenant 
General Manjinder Singh said it 
is the government's agenda to get 
youngsters into the mainstream 
and the Army is aligned with it to 
ensure peace and development 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

"Radicalisation is a phenom-
enon under which the enemy 
country is making efforts to 
dislodge youth (of Jammu and 
Kashmir) from the right path 
and take them on the wrong 
path. To save them (from getting 
radicalised), we need a whole of 
nation approach," the GoC of 

the Jammu-based White Knight 
Corps told reporters here.

To get youngsters into the 
mainstream is the agenda of the 
government and the Army is 
aligned with it to ensure peace 
and development in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Lt Gen Singh said 
while replying to questions 

about "growing radicalisation" 
among the youth.

Lt Gen Singh said the whole 
of nation approach involves 
participation of family, society, 
religious leaders, and teachers 
to prevent the youth from get-
ting radicalised.

The Army is helping them, he 
asserted.

Lt Gen Singh said the Army 
identifies "hostile" profiles on 
social media and offers counsel-
ling to their owners.

"We remain active on this front 
on social media. In joint efforts 
with police, we identify hostile 
profiles and undertake counsel-
ling of several of them," he said.

The radicalised youths are 
booked as overground workers 
(OGWs) of terrorist organisations 
and dealt accordingly, he added.

The GoC said, "To get the 
youth into the More on P10

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: Stating that 
the exit of veteran leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad from 
Congress party will help 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Jammu region in 
the upcoming elections, 
senior leader Ashok Koul 
maintained that the saffron 
party will form the govern-
ment with its own Chief 
Minister in Union Territory.

73-year-old Azad ended 
his five-decade long as-
sociation last month with 
the Congress party to float 
his own Democratic Azad 
Party (DAP) in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Since his exit, the 
former J&K Chief Minister 
has received considerable 
support from over two 
dozen former ministers 
and legislators of Congress, 
including former deputy 
chief minister Tara Chand.

In an exclusive chat with 
Kashmir Observer, Koul ex-
plained that Azad’s resigna-
tion has split the grand old 
party in the Jammu region 
much to the electoral ad-
vantage of the BJP.

“His (Azad’s) exit is a 
good thing for BJP,” Koul 
said, adding that his party 
will win over 50 seats to 
form the next government 
with its own chief minister 
in J&K.

When asked that 
Congress didn’t do well in 

last elections and there are 
other regional parties in-
cluding NC and PDP in the 
poll fray, Koul said, “They 
(regional parties) won’t 
matter for BJP. We are ready 
to fight any opponent,”

When asked if Azad as 
CM would be acceptable 
to BJP, the senior BJP leader 
said it will be decided once 
the elections are conducted.

“The numbers will de-
cide who will become the 
CM of J&K,” he added.

He further maintained 
that BJP won’t prefer any 
pre-poll alliance as the par-
ty is very strong in the UT 
and will field candidates on 
all the seats.

Koul, who is the  General 
Secretary of Jammu and 
Kashmir BJP told Kashmir 
Observer that the elections 
are likely to be conducted 
in March-April next year af-
ter the publication of final 
electrical roll on November 
25 this year.

“The electoral process 
will be More on P10

Observer News Service

Jammu: The Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
on Wednesday delegated 
the power to state govern-
ments and Union Territory 
administrations for de-
claring Popular Front of 
India (PFI) and its affili-
ates or associates or fronts 
as unlawful Association 
under Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967.

A notification issued in 
this regard by the ministry 
reads, “in exercise of the 
powers conferred by section 
42 of the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, 1967, the 
Central Government hereby 
directs that all powers exercis-
able by it under section 7 and 
section 8 of the said Act shall 
be exercised also by the State 
Government and the Union 
territory Administration in 
relation to the above said un-
lawful association”.

The government on 
Wednesday banned PFI and 
several of its associates for 
five years under a stringent 
anti-terror law, accusing 
them of having "links" with 
global terror groups like ISIS.

Besides PFI, the organ-
isations which More on P10

TODAY, THE NUMBER OF SUCH CASES 
HAS GROWN TO 10-15 PATIENTS PER DAY. 

And due to lack of awareness, many patients are still 
ignoring the early symptoms of an attack, which if not 
treated at an appropriate time, can lead to a perma-
nent heart damage. This is an alarming trend.”



T
he Kolkata Police have seized 
Rs 14.53 crore from a cryp-
tocurrency wallet of Amir 
Khan, the prime accused in 

duping several people through a mo-
bile gaming app E-Nuggets.

This amount is in addition to the 
Rs 17.32 crore worth of cash recovered 
by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
from the residence of Amir Khan's 
father, Naser Khan, at Shahi Astabal 
Lane in Garden Reach area in Kol-
kata on September 10. Binance has 
been identified as the platform of the 
cryptocurrency wallet of Amir Khan 
where Rs 14.53 crore were deposited.

Amir Khan, who was arrested on 
September 24 by the Kolkata Police 
from Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh, is 
currently in custody of the city police 
and his next date of appearance at a 
lower court in Kolkata is October 8.

Meanwhile, the ED was also keen to 

take Amir Khan in their custody in or-
der to track the other beneficiaries of the 
scam. Depending on the developments 
at the court on October 8, the central 
agency will decide over its next course 
of legal proceedings in the matter.

On September 10, the ED con-
ducted raids under the provisions of 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) on six premises in Kolkata. 
Amir Khan had launched a mobile 
gaming application named E-Nuggets, 
which was designed for the purpose of 
defrauding the public.
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N E W S  M A K E R S

Kolkata App Fraud
Rs 14.53 cr seized from 

cryptocurrency wallet of Amir Khan

Akash Ambani Only Indian On
 Time's 100 Emerging Leaders' List

N
ew Delhi: Akash Am-
bani, son of billionaire 
Mukesh Ambani and 
head of India's larg-

est telecom firm Jio, has been 
named in the Time100 Next -- the 
magazine's list of the world's ris-
ing stars.

He is the only Indian on the 
list. There is, however, another 
Indian-born American business 
leader, Amrapali Gan, also on 
the list.

"The scion of Indian indus-
trialist royalty, Akash Ambani 
was always expected to rise in 
business. But he has been put-
ting in hard work," Time said 
about him.

The junior Ambani, 30, 
was promoted in June to the 
chairman of Jio, India's largest 
telecom company, with over 
426 million subscribers, after 

being handed a board seat at 
just 22. "He's since played a key 
role landing multibillion-dollar 
investments from Google and 
Facebook," it added.

The list highlights 100 
emerging leaders who are shap-
ing the future of business, enter-
tainment, sports, politics, health, 

science and activism, Time said.
The list features the likes of 

American singer SZA, actress 
Sydney Sweeney, basketball 
player Ja Morant, Spanish ten-
nis player Carlos Alcaraz, actor 
and television personality Keke 
Palmer, and environment activ-
ist Farwiza Farhan.

Putin expected to proclaim 
annexation of Ukraine 
territory within days
Agencies

ZAPORIZHZHIA: - Moscow 
was poised on Wednesday to 
annex a swath of Ukraine, re-
leasing what it called vote tal-
lies showing support in four 
partially occupied provinces 
to join Russia, after what Kyiv 
and the West denounced as il-
legal sham referendums held 

at gunpoint.
On Moscow's Red Square, 

a tribune with giant video 
screens has been set up, with 
billboards proclaiming "Do-
netsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, 
Kherson - Russia!"

President Vladimir Putin 
could proclaim the annexation 
in a speech within days, just 
over a week since he endorsed 
the referendums, ordered a 

military mobilisation at home 
and threatened to defend Rus-
sia with nuclear weapons if 
necessary.

The Russian-installed 
administrations of the four 
Ukrainian provinces on 
Wednesday formally asked 
Putin to incorporate them 
into Russia, which Russian 
officials have suggested is a 
formality.

"The results are clear. 
Welcome home, to Russia!," 
Dmitry Medvedev, a former 
president who serves as dep-
uty chairman of Russia's Se-
curity Council, said on Tele-
gram, after the release of the 
results.

Russian-backed authori-
ties claim to have carried out 
the referendums over five 
days on territory that makes 
up around 15% of Ukraine.

Residents who escaped 
to Ukrainian-held territory 
in recent days have told of 
people being forced to tick 
ballots in the street by roving 
officials at gunpoint. Footage 
filmed during the exercise 
showed Russian-installed offi-
cials taking ballot boxes from 
house to house with armed 
men in tow.

RUSSIA VS NATO

Iranian drones give Russia 
new edge as it seeks to 
reverse losses
 Elis Gjevori | MEA

F
irst there was the 
Bayraktar TB2. Now 
there's the Shahed 
136.

Armed drones have been 
a feature of Ukraine's conflict 
ever since the Russian inva-
sion began in February.

Not only was Ukraine 
the first full-scale conflict be-
tween two advanced militar-
ies to use armed drones, the 
aircrafts spoke to the geopolit-
ical faultlines emerging over 
the war, as Turkey's delivery 
of its flagship TB2s to Ukrai-
nian forces caused consterna-
tion in Moscow.

This month, as Russia 
has reportedly struggled to 
manufacture its own models, 

Russian forces have been seen 
deploying Iranian combat 
drones instead.

Monday, the Ukrainian 
military confirmed that 
"military infrastructure" had 
been struck by two "kami-
kaze" drones in the port city 
of Odesa, widely believed to 
be sold to Russia by Iran. A 
third drone was destroyed 
by Ukrainian air defence sys-
tems in the same raid.

The latest attacks repre-
sent an expanded use of Ira-
nian-made drones in Ukraine, 

with Kyiv claiming to have 
shot down more than a dozen 
so far. 

Iranian drones made their 
debut in the Ukrainian conflict 
in early September, following 
months of rumours that Teh-
ran had sold hundreds to Mos-
cow as Russia's invasion faced 
resolute resistance.

Iran and Russia have long 
held good relations and been 
partners in Syria's war over 
the past decade, yet Kyiv none-
theless also maintained diplo-
matic relations with Tehran. 
However, the introduction 
of Iranian drones prompted 
Ukraine's President Volody-
myr Zelensky last week to 
withdraw the accreditation of 
Iran's ambassador and signifi-
cantly reduce the number of 

diplomatic staff at its embassy 
in Kyiv, a sign that the drones 
may be having some impact.

Named the Geran-2 in 
Russian service, the Sha-
hed 136 has become the most 
widely used Iranian drone in 
recent weeks. Another Ira-
nian drone, the Mohajer-6, 
which is considered to be 
multipurpose, was apparently 
shot down last week, with a 
Telegram channel associated 
with the Ukrainian military 
showing one being fished out 
of the sea.

US Announces Multi-Billion 
Dollar Plan To 
End Obesity, Hunger
Agencies

Washington: The White House 
announced on Wednesday bil-
lions of dollars in pledges from 
major corporations -- including 
the likes of fast food behemoth 
Burger King -- to craft a nation-
al strategy on ending the twin 
US challenges of hunger and 
obesity.

The private sector pledges 
were unveiled as President Joe 
Biden was hosting what the 
administration touted as the 
first big White House summit 
on food and diet since Richard 
Nixon was in office more than 
half a century ago.

Nearly 42 percent of Amer-
ican adults are technically 
obese and about 10 percent of 
US households suffer food inse-
curity, according to latest gov-
ernment statistics.

Biden will tell the White 
House Conference on Hunger, 
Nutrition, and Health that 
government, Congress, private 
companies, and society must 
work together "to achieve the 
goal of ending hunger and re-

ducing diet-related diseases in 
the United States by 2030," a 
senior administration official 
told reporters.

Because Congress is unlike-
ly to fund major federal dietary 
programs, Biden finds his hands 
largely tied. However, officials 
said he was using the power of 
the presidency to get major com-
panies involved and that the re-

sponse has been strong.
"We know that we can only 

achieve the goals... if we rally a 
whole of society response," an 
official said.

Officials briefing reporters 
said that $8 billion in public 
and private sector commit-
ments already made include 
pledges from more than 100 or-
ganizations, ranging from hos-
pitals to tech companies and 
food industry players.

"All have committed to bold 
and in some cases, paradigm-
shifting commitments that will 
meaningfully improve nutri-
tion, promote physical activity 
and reduce hunger and diet-
related disease over the next 
seven years," an official said.

'World Does Not Need Lessons 
From Pak On Human Rights'

Alarm for Humankind!

Half of World’s Bird 
Species in Decline 

A
lmost half of all 
bird species are in 
decline globally 
and one in eight are 

threatened with extinction, 
according to a major new 
report warning that human 
actions are driving more spe-
cies to the brink and nature 
is "in trouble".

The four-yearly State 
of the World's Birds report, 
which provides a snapshot of 
the plight of species globally 
and more broadly a barom-
eter for biodiversity, comes 
as the United Nations steers 
an international process to 
protect nature.

"One in eight bird species 
is threatened with extinc-
tion, and the status of the 
world's birds continues 
to deteriorate: species are 
moving ever faster towards 
extinction," said the report 
released this week by Bird-
Life International.

Using data from the Inter-
national Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN), the 
report said 49 percent of bird 
species worldwide have declin-
ing populations, with popula-
tions falling even in species 

not normally rare or at risk.
Roughly 13 percent are 

considered threatened.
The main threats include 

the growth of unsustainable 
agriculture, logging, inva-
sive species, over-exploita-
tion and climate change.

Most bird populations 
face a combination of 
human-caused threats.

"The natural world is 
in trouble. Human actions 
are driving species rapidly 
towards extinction, under-
mining ecosystem functions 
and services vital to our own 
survival," the report said.

BirdLife International, 
which has decades of survey 

data, said there are now 2.9 
billion fewer individual birds 
in North America than there 
were in 1970, an estimated 
drop of 29 percent.

The European Union 
has seen a net loss of around 
600 million birds, roughly 18 
percent since 1980.

In both cases, the losses 
are most acute among long-
distance migrants and farm-
land birds.

Birdlife said many key 
bird preservation zones were 
in a poor state and called for 
a global push to protect and 
restore habitats.

In December, nations 
gather to finalise a treaty to 
halt the decline of biodiver-
sity and set humanity on a 
path to "live in harmony with 
nature" by mid-century.

BirdLife International 
chief Patricia Zurita said the 
framework under nego-
tiation was "the world's best 
and perhaps last chance to 
halt the loss of nature" and 
restore biodiversity.

"The birds and the rest 
of nature are depending on 
us. And we are depending on 
them," she said.

Press Trust Of India

INDORE: The Popular Front 
of India (PFI) had tried to in-
stigate a particular commu-
nity following the violence 
during a Ram Navami pro-
cession in Madhya Pradesh's 
Khargone earlier this year, 
and collected around Rs 55 
lakh in the name of helping 
the riot-affected people, a se-
nior police official said.

The central government on 
Wednesday banned the PFI and 
several of its associates for five years 
under a stringent anti-terror law, ac-
cusing them of having "links" with 
global terror groups like ISIS.

"Our investigation found 
that the PFI, which turned into 
action locally after the violence 
in Khargone, tried to instigate a 
particular community and col-
lected about Rs 55 lakh donation 
from them in the name of helping 
the riot-hit people," Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Intelligence 

wing) Rajat Saklecha told PTI.
Khargone city had wit-

nessed communal clashes on 
April 10 during the Ram Na-
vami celebrations, wherein 
stones were hurled, vehicles 
torched and some houses dam-
aged, leading to the clamping 
of curfew in the entire city.

He said the PFI had start-
ed its activities in 2008, but the 
organisation came into the 
light after spearheading the 

agitations against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 
the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) and the National 
Population Register (NPR).

The police official said 
that the PFI started spread-
ing its activities in the guise 
of different organisations and 
was trying to extend its base 
in entire western Madhya 
Pradesh, especially in the dis-
tricts bordering Rajasthan.

SC Acquits Death 
Row Convict For 
Rape, Murder

N
ew Delhi: "Court cannot make 
someone a victim of injustice to 
compensate for the injustice to the 
victim of a crime", the Supreme 

Court Wednesday said while acquitting a 
death row convict for the rape and murder 
of a six-year-old.

The court, which pulled up the Uttar 
Pradesh police for faulty investigation, also 
said by not conducting the investigation 
properly, the prosecution has done injustice 
to the family of the victim.

It said that when the offence is heinous, 
the Court is required to put the material ev-
idence under higher scrutiny but the erro-
neous approach on the part of the Sessions 
Court and the High Court has led to the 
"poor man" being ordained to be dispatched 
to the gallows.

A bench of Justices S Abdul Nazeer, AS 
Bopanna, and V Ramasubramanian said 
that it cannot shy away from the fact that it 
is a ghastly case of rape and murder of a six-
year-old child.

Across the world, 
birds are impacted by 
an array of different 
threats, nearly all of 
which are caused by 
human actions."

Ram Navami Violence

'PFI had collected Rs 55 lakh in name 
of helping Khargone riot-hit people' 

An accused detained during a raid by Special Cell of the Delhi Police for his alleged association with Popular Front 
of India (PFI), at Amar Colony police station, in New Delhi on September 27, 2022. PTI  

Agencies

Geneva: Slamming Paki-
stan for atrocities against 
its minorities, India said 
that the world does not 
need lessons on democracy 
and human rights from a 
country whose contribu-
tion to the globalisation of 
terror is unparalleled.

Speaking at the General 
Debate at the 51st session of 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) in 
Geneva, First Secretary, Per-
manent Mission of India to 
UN, Seema Pujani said, "It is 
ironical that Pakistan, a state 
whose foundation was laid on 
communal ideologies speaks 
of communal disharmony and 
religious intorlerance."

"The world does not need 
lessons on democracy and hu-
man rights from a country 
whose contribution to the glo-
balisation of terror is unparal-
leled," she added.

Exercising its "right to 
reply" in response to the state-
ment delivered by Pakistan 

under the Agenda item the 
Indian diplomat said that it 
is in this obsession with pu-
ritanism that Pakistan has 
unleashed systemetic perse-
cution of its own minorities 
including Shias, Ahmadiyas, 
Ismailis and Hazaras who are 
subject to sectarian violence 
and systemic discrimination 
daily.

"Abductions forced con-
versions and forced marriages 
of Hindus Sikhs and Chris-
tians are apt examples of Paki-
stan's flourishing policy of reli-
gious intolerance and hatred," 
she highlighted and added, 
"Forced disappearances, state 
violence and forced mass dis-
placements, harrassments, 
extrajudicial killings, army 
operations, torture, kill and 
dump camps, detention cen-
tres, military camps are ram-
pant in Balochistan, Sindh and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa."

She condemned Pakistan for 
abducting thousands of balochs 
and Pashtuns and said that "no-
body knows the fate of the miss-
ing thousands of balochs and 
Pashtuns to date."
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The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Srinagar M A Road, Srinagar 190001 J&K      
T +91 (0)194 248 2658 F +91 (0)194 245 2659

E iapmd.kmr@jkbmail.com

POSSESSION NOTICE
Notice under Section 13 (4) of the SARFAESI ACT, 2002 read with

 Rule 8 (1) of the Security (Enforcement) Interest Rules, 2002 
Whereas Mr. Javid Rashid, as the Authorized Officer of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited 
under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of 
Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers under section 13(2) of 
the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued 
Demand Notice dated 04.11.2019 thereby calling upon the Borrowers namely 1) Mr. Nissar 
Ahmad Mir S/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir & 2) Mr. Umar Nissar Mir S/o Nissar Ahmad Mir both 
residents of H.No.49, Housing Colony, Sanat Nagar, Byepass, Srinagar (both partners of 
partnership firm M/s M.K.Profile, Industrial Estates, Zainakote, Srinagar), Mr. Fahad 
Nazir Wasil S/o Ghulam Ahmad Wasil R/o Canal Avenue Rawalpora Srinagar (Guarantor) 
& Mr. Imitiyaz Ahmad Gujree S/o Bashir Ahmad Gujree R/o Sheikh ul Alam Colony Bye 
Pass Nowgam, Srinagar (Guarantor) to repay an amount of Rs. 22,16,22,952.87 (Rupees 
twenty-two crore sixteen lac twenty-two thousand nine hundred fifty-two & paisa 
eighty-seven only) being the balance outstanding as on 30.09.2019 in the accounts of the 
Borrowers, within 60 days from the date of the said notice together with the future 
interest and other charges thereon. 
The said borrowers having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the 
said borrowers in particular and the public in general that the undersigned being autho-
rized officer of the J & K Bank Ltd. has taken symbolic possession of the mortgage property 
described herein below, in exercise of the powers conferred on me under section 13 (4) of 
the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules, on this the 26th day of September 2022.
The said borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned against 
dealing with the said property in any manner whatsoever and any dealings with the said 
property will be subject to the charge of the J&K Bank Limited for the amount in aggregat-
ing to Rs. 31,27,22,839.87 (Rupees thirty-one crore twenty seven lac twenty two 
thousand eight hundred thirty nine and paisa eighty-seven only) together with future 
interest thereon from 01.09.2022 and other charges incurred or to be incurred.
The borrowers attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the 
Act, in respect of the time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Immovable Property
 (As per the schedule provided in mortgage deed/latest particulars including any accreditations)

Mortgage of lease hold rights of a plot of land measuring 03 (three kanals) situated at 
Industrial Estates, Zainakote, Srinagar leased out to M/s M.K.Profile by SIDCO along with 
Civil Structures buildings etc. 
                                                                                                                                                                          
Dated:-26.09.2022                                                           Asaf Rasool Kanue                                                                                                                                                                                               
Place : Srinagar.                                                                       Authorized Officer                                                                                                                                                      DIPK-NB-4123/22

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(R&B) DIVISION CHADOORA

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
E-NIT No. 162 of 2022-23/6921-30 dated 26/09/2022/CHADOORA 

Executive Engineer PW (R&B) Division Chadoora on behalf of LT. Governor of J&K UT invites percentage rate bids in electronic tender-
ing system for the following works from the eligible and approved contractors registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other 
State Governments. 
S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.

(In Rupees )

Earnest 
money 
CDR/
FDR/BG 
(Rs)

Time of
Completion 
(days)

AA 
STATUS

TS STATUS Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Restoration of Charisharief road at Mochwa Chowk Chadoora 

by way of P/L of 75 mm thick WMM 50 mm Thick Bituminous 
Macadam, 25 mm Thick Semi dense Bituminous Concrete with 6 
mm thick Seal coat  Machine Mix to be laid with paver.

15.00 600.00 30,000 05 N/A CE(R&B)K/TS/ 673 OF 
2022-23 DT 24/09/2022

B/C/D

2 Restoration of Madina Colony Including C.P kalan and Check 
No 1 at B.K Pora by way of providing and laying of 75 mm thick 
WMM, 50 mm thick Bituminous macadam and 25 mm thick 
Semidense with 6mm thick Seal Coat(Machine Mix to be laid 
with Paver)

24.99 800.00 49,980 07 N/A CE(R&B)K/TS/ 669 OF 
2022-23 DT 24/09/2022

B/C

3 Restoration of Chinar Colony B.K.Pora(Balance Portion)by 
way of providing and laying of 75 mm thick WMM, 50 mm thick 
Bituminous macadam and 25 mm thick Semidense with 6mm 
thick Seal Coat(Machine Mix to be laid with Paver)

10.00 600.00 20,000 05 N/A CE(R&B)K/TS/ 670 OF 
2022-23 DT 24/09/2022

C/D

4 Restoration of Gratbal and Germander link at Chadoora by 
way of providing and laying of 75 mm thick WMM, 50 mm thick 
Bituminous macadam and 25 mm thick Semidense with 6mm 
thick Seal Coat(Machine mix to be laid with Paver)

18.00 800.00 36,000 07 N/A CE(R&B)K/TS/ 672 OF 
2022-23 DT 24/09/2022

B/C

5 Restoration of H.S.S Link, ZEO Office Lane, Including Gulposh 
Colony at Nagam by way of providing and laying of 75 mm 
thick WMM, 50 mm thick Bituminous macadam and 25 mm 
thick Semidense Bituminous Concrete with 6mm thick Seal 
Coat(Machine Mix to be laid with Paver)

14.98 600.00 29,960 07 N/A CE(R&B)K/TS/ 668 OF 
2022-23 DT 24/09/2022

B/C/D

6 Restoration of New Khanday Colony Chadoora Town by way 
of providing and laying of 75 mm thick WMM, 50 mm thick 
Bituminous macadam and 25 mm thick Semidense with 6mm 
thick Seal Coat (Machine Mix to be laid with Paver)

10.00 600.0 20,000 05 N/A CE(R&B)K/TS/ 671 OF 
2022-23 DT 24/09/2022

C/D

Note: - Civil contractors A/B/C/D shall mandatorily upload an undertaking as per Clause 13 (vi) of this NIT.
Position of AAA:   Accorded
Position of funds:    Available
MH: POTHOLE
1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of 
quantities (B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental web-
site www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed below:-
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 26/09/2022
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 27/09/2022
3 Bid submission Start Date 27/09/2022
4 Bid Submission End Date 03/10/2022  upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 03/10/2022 4.10 PM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora

2. Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Chadoora  (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender 
receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora. Besides that, the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 3% at the time of contract award, 
strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the 
submission of a Performance Security of 3% of the total cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.
Note:- The Bidders shall mention the name of the advertised work/ reference to NIT & S. No. on the EMD / Bid security (CDR/FDR/BG) while submitting the bidding documents, in 
order to avoid using the same multiple times for multiple works.

4.  The date and time of bid opening shall be notified on the Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and automatically communicated to bidders via an e-mail message sent to their e-mail 
address. Responsive bidders’ bids will be opened online on the same Web Site in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (tender receiving authority).
5. Bids for the work shall be valid for 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
6.  Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
1.1 Bidders are advised to download the bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as the “Bidders Manual Kit” option on the website www.jktenders.
gov to familiarize themselves with the bid submission process.
1.2 In order to participate in the bidding process, bidders must obtain a ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ under the Information Technology Act of 2000. Any approved 
Vendor can provide bidders with a digital certificate.
1.3 Bidders must submit their bids in electronic format with a digital signature online. No physical bids will be accepted.
1.4 Bids will be opened online in accordance with the time schedule specified in Para-1.
1.5 Bidders must upload online scanned copy of all required documents (within the document upload limits) with their technical bid.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
6 The department will not be held responsible for any delays in online submission due to unanticipated circumstances.
7 The original Treasury Challan (Cost of tender document) and other Uploaded bid documents shall have to be produced on demand by the successful bidder at the time 
of contract signing, and in the case of unsuccessful bidders, 2 percent EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division 
Chadoora, will be released only after production of Original Treasury Challan of uploaded Scanned copy (Cost of tender document).
8 Bidders are advised not to change the contents of the BOQ (Bill of Quantities). They should never attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
9 Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are later discovered to be fake/not 
genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the Contractor/bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this Division/ Department for a period of three years, in addition to the 
performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited.
10 Price escalation and Taxes: -The bidder’s percentage shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes up to the completion of the work. Taxes shall be de-
ducted from the contractor’s bills on the gross amount of the bill at the time of recovery at the rates in effect at the time of recovery.
11 Bidders are advised to use the “My Documents” area in their R&B e-Tendering portal user account to store any required documents.
12 All bidders must UPLOAD the following information and documents with their bids, in addition to the qualification criteria / qualification information, (All documents 
pertaining to the bid must be in English):

No: 6921-30 
  DIPK-10861/22                   Executive Engineer
Dated:  26/09/2022               R&B Division Chadoora

Rs 5.27 Cr Okayed For Various 
Road Safety Measures In J&K
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Road Safety Coun-
cil (RSC) on Wednesday ap-
proved Rs 5.27 crore for vari-
ous road safety measures in 
the Union Territory, an offi-
cial spokesman said.

The approval was given at 
a meeting of the RSC chaired 
by Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, ad-
visor to Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, here, he said.

Frequent accidents, espe-
cially in hilly districts, are 
consuming precious lives 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The spokesman said the 
meeting took some important 
decisions for effective traffic 
management as well as other 
road safety measures.

The RSC approved an 
amount of Rs 5 crore for rec-
tification of black spots by 
installing crash barriers, sign 
boards, signages and para-
pets besides the purchase of 
breath analysers and pro-
curement of first responder 
kits for traffic police vehicles.

"Traffic management has 
become technology-driven 
and necessary technological 
interventions are the need of 
the hour for effective traffic 
management and road safety 

measures across Jammu and 
Kashmir," Bhatnagar said, 
addressing the meeting.

He impressed upon the 
officers to identify the fac-
tors contributing majorly to 
road accidents. He said due 
measures should be taken to 
ensure that the occurrence of 
accidents is contained to its 
maximum possible extent.

The advisor also directed 
to identify critical black spots 
on highways as well as other 
roads immediately and rec-

tify them on priority basis.
Bhatnagar asked the offi-

cers that in-depth analysis of 
data obtained through Crime 
and Criminal Tracking Net-
work and Systems (CCTNS), 
Road Accident Data Manage-
ment System (RADMS) and 
Integrated Road Accident 
Database (I-RAD) should be 
done as it will help in devis-
ing safety interventions and 
analysing the causes of road 
crashes.

Calling for augmenta-
tion and upgrading the traf-
fic department, the advisor 
enjoined upon the officers 
that the traffic policemen 
should be trained and neces-
sary equipment should be 
provided to them so that they 
can perform their duties ef-
fectively and efficiently.

Iqbal Lone Named Commissioner For 
Persons With Disabilities
Agencies

Srinagar: The Jammu & Kashmir Gov-
ernment on Wednesday appointed Iqbal 
Lone, an eminent rights activist, as Com-
missioner for Persons with Disabilities.

In a notification, the Social Welfare 
department ordered the appointment of 
Iqbal Lone as commissioner for persons 
with disabilities.

“In exercise of the powers conferred 
by sub-section (1) of section 79 of the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 
2016 read with sub-rule (5) of rule 42 of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities Rules, 2021, the 

Government hereby appoint
Mr. Mohd. Iqbal Lone S/O Ab. Rashid 

Lone R/o Village Ashtangoo, Tehsil 
Aloosa, district Bandipora, Kashmir as 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabili-
ties, J&K for a period of three years from 
the date he assumes the office or till he 
attains the age of sixty-five years, which-
ever is earlier,” reads the notification.

This is the first statutory rights body 
reconstituted by the Jammu & Kashmir 
Government after August 5, 2019.

Lone also served as commissioner 
for persons with disabilities in the erst-
while state of Jammu & Kashmir. The 
Commission was winded up after the 

Central Government effected constitu-
tional changes and did away with state 
laws including the statute under which 
the body was constituted.

Lone, who has worked in the non-
governmental development sector for 
more than two decades, is a postgraduate 
in social work and has also studied hu-
man rights.

He has been awarded three interna-
tional fellowships in his relevant profes-
sional work.

This is the first time that the gov-
ernment has appointed a commissioner 
for persons with disabilities through an 
open competition—(KNO)

RTI Movement Holds Workshop 
On Access To Info Day
Appeals LG To Provide Online RTI Facility In J&K
Observer News Service

Srinagar: To commemorate the In-
ternational Access to Information 
day , the Jammu & Kashmir RTI 
Movement Wednesday held a work-
shop on RTI Act 2005 at Khyber Pub-
lic School Chadoora Budgam.

The participants during the 
workshop urged Lt Governor (LG) 
Manoj Sinha to provide filing of on-
line RTI applications in J&K.

Speaking at the workshop 
Chairman RTI Movement Dr Raja 
Muzaffar said that the theme of In-
ternational Access to Information 
Day -2022 is  Artificial Intelligence, 
e-Governance and Access to Infor-
mation which stresses on making 
all the information digitally avail-
able. “ By not giving citizens the 

facility of filing online RTI applica-
tions , the dream of digital India or 
e-Governance cannot be achieved. 
It is very difficult to get a Postal 
Order of Rs 10 from a post office 
and then taking printouts of the 
RTI application and then sending 
the same via speed post to Govt of-
fices in J&K. It is consuming a lot of 
time for RTI applicants and in 21st 
century this looks quite obsolete. If 
there is a provision in the law itself 
to seek information digitally / elec-
tronically , why are these facilities 
denied to people of J & K? “ said Dr 
Raja Muzaffar while speaking dur-
ing the workshop.

Among others who spoke dur-
ing the workshop included Dr 
Mushtaq Khan, Shahnawaz Sultan , 
Dr Rauf Malik, Advocate Nazir , Ad-
vocate Badrul Dujja, Syed Farhat , 

Mushtaq Ahmad and others
Pertinently the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific, and Cultur-
al Organization (UNESCO), on 17 
November 2015, declared that Inter-
national Day for Universal Access 
to Information will be observed on 
September 28, every year. Several 
organizations and governmental 
bodies adhered to the declaration 
by UNESCO.

The theme of this year's Global 
Conference organised by UNESCO 
is being held at Tashkent and the 
theme of the conference is “Artifi-
cial Intelligence, e-Governance and 
Access to Information". The confer-
ence  includes a high-level opening 
and an inter-ministerial roundtable 
on Access to Information and Arti-
ficial Intelligence with internation-
al experts.

J&K Felicitated 
For Excelling In 
UN Sustainable 
Development 
Goals

Observer News Service

New Delhi: In yet another 
significant accomplish-
ment, Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
received felicitations for 
its remarkable contribu-
tion towards achieving 17 
UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) during 
last couple of years.

Secretary, Mining De-
partment, Amit Sharma, re-
ceived the honour on behalf 
of J&K government during a 
felicitation ceremony held in 
this regard. He also partici-
pated in a power-packed pan-
el discussion, along with Sec-
retaries of States like Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Goa and Maharashtra, on 
achieving carbon neutral-
ity and sharing perspectives 
towards eco sensitivities in 
respective states and UTs for 
saving planet earth.

Also, Goa Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh and Ut-
tar Pradesh were also fe-
licitated on the occasion.

Amit, while speaking 
on the occasion, shared sig-
nificant achievements of J&K 
towards the goal of Carbon 
Neutrality wherein Panchay-
at Palli has been fully pow-
ered with solar energy with 
a 500 KW solar plant. Several 
works are being carried out in 
Palli Panchayat only through 
power supplied by this solar 
plant. He mentioned that this 
unique initiative was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, in April this 
year in J&K as a follow up of 
UN Climate Change Glasgow 
Conference.

ADDC Shopian 
Chairs Block 
Diwas At Gagren

Observer News Service

Shopian: The Additional Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC) Shopian, Man-
zoor Hussain on Wednesday 
chaired a Block Diwas pro-
gramme at Gagren, here.

The people of Ganowpora, 
Nadigam and adjacent vil-
lages projected their demands 
and issues of public impor-
tance during the block diwas 
programme which includes 
demands regarding road 
connectivity, uninterrupted 
power supply, construction 
of bund, repairs of lanes and 
drains etc.

Addressing the function, 
the ADDC stressed upon the 
officers to be more respon-
sive towards the public while 
dealing with their demands 
and issues and exhorted upon 
them for early redressal of 
genuine demands raised by 
the villagers.

He said the main motive 
behind holding these Block 
diwas programmes is to reach 
out to the people and to listen 
to them at their door steps and 
resolve their grievances and 
ensure better coordination in 
developmental works between 
different stakeholders.

Eidgah To Be Developed As 
State-Of-Art Playground Of 
Shahr-E-Khas : Div Com Pole
Agencies

Srinagar: Eidgah will be devel-
oped as the state-of the art play 
ground in Shahr-e-Khas that 
will have at least 10 scientifi-
cally developed turfs, upgrad-
ed football ground while the 
park will be upgraded as a ma-
jor attraction with all modern 
facilities, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir P K Pole said 
Wednesday.

Divisional Commission-
er Kashmir said: “I visited 
the area today to assess the 
sports facilities available to 
the youth. I directed officials 
to create more sports facilities 
for youth in the area.”

As far the Cancer facilities, 
he said nearby SKIMS Soura 
and AIIMS already upgraded 
facilities to treat Cancer pa-
tients. “Eidgah will be devel-
oped on modern lines as one of 
the best play grounds of Shahr-
e-Khass. It will have scien-

tifically developed 10 turfs for 
cricket players, an upgraded 
football ground.

The nearby park will 
also be upgraded as a major 
attraction with all modern 
facilities,” he said. Pole’s an-
nouncement comes days after 
Waqf Board Chairperson Da-
rakshan Andrabi has stated 
that the Board will construct 
a Cancer hospital at Eidgah, 
Srinagar. Her announcement 
had sparked massive protests 
by youth of downtown. (KNO)

Veterans Of Info Dept Grieved 
Over Demise Of Mela Ram
Observer News Service

Jammu: The Veterans of 
Information Department 
(VsOID), a group of retired 
officers and officials of DIPR, 
have expressed deep grief and 
sorrow over the death of their 
former colleague and friend, 
retired Information Officer 
Mela Ram .

Mela Ram Sharma died 
at his Trikuta Nagar resi-
dence this morning and his 

cremation was held at 2 pm at 
Channi Himmat Jammu.

Recalling his association 
with them, they termed him a 
dedicated and helpful officer, 
who always thought about 
the welfare of his colleagues 
especially lower rung staff.

While extending sym-
pathies with the bereaved 
family, the group prayed for 
peace to the departed soul. 
Some Jammu based officials 
also visited the bereaved fam-
ily today.
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Embattled Apple Trade

Road repairs along the Jammu-Srinagar 
highway have halted thousands of 
trucks carrying apple produce to the 
markets in other parts of the country. 

This has triggered protests by apple farmers 
who fear the further delay will rot the produce. 
This, in turn, would not only cause massive loss-
es to the farmers but also inflict a crushing blow 
to the Valley’s economy as a whole.  According 
to an estimate, there are 8000 trucks stranded 
on the highway carrying apples worth Rs 8000 
crore. Incidentally, this year has witnessed a  
bumper crop of apples, more than 2.1 million 
metric tonnes, according to a statement by the 
divisional commissioner Pandurang K Pole. But 
the delay in reaching markets in New Delhi and 
the other parts can turn it all to dust.  

This has, as a result, generated deep worry 
among the farmers. The people in the Valley 
at large have also become concerned about the 
already beleaguered sector.  The Kashmir Val-
ley produces two-thirds of the country’s apples 
and earns around Rs 10,000 crore from the in-
dustry. This makes the sector a backbone of 
Kashmir’s economy. Already,  the growing 
costs of pesticides and transportation have re-
duced considerably the returns from exports. 
And if the sector suffers major losses because 
of the ongoing turmoil, it would not only affect 
the apple farmers but also the economy as a 
whole. Currently, five lakh families (around 25 
lakh people) in the state are practicing horti-
culture. Apple occupies around 40 percent of 
the total area under fruit and accounts for 90 
percent of the total production of fruits in the 
state. The existing state of affairs is thus grim 
news for the region. 

It is incumbent on the government to inter-
vene and ensure that the trucks are given a 
smooth passage. In fact, the government needs 
to do more to ensure that the apples get a fair 
price as lakhs of families depend on the trade 
for their livelihood. In past, the government’s 
efforts to salvage the apple season through Mar-
ket Intervention Scheme haven’t succeeded. 
National Agriculture Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of India (NAFED was accused by 
the apple farmers of paying less money per ki-
logram of  apple. So, they prefer selling outside 
to earn higher profit. And to that end, a hassle-
free transportation is critical and government 
needs to step in to ensure it and everything is 
done to save the apple trade. The governments 
needs not only to ensure a safe environment 
and safe passage for the trade but also an effort 
not to politicize the sector.  

O T H E R  O P I N O N

New Design

I
ndia has long argued for reforms to the United Nations, 
especially to its top executive body, the Security Coun-
cil. Over the past week, a series of signals from other 
countries suggests that New Delhi’s plea might finally 

be gaining urgent traction. In his address to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on Sunday, the external affairs minister, S. 
Jaishankar, described the current architecture of the UN as 
anachronistic and ineffective, and argued that multilateral 
reforms were a core focus of the governance agenda of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. He argued that the changes needed 
to make the UN and other multilateral agencies more demo-
cratic could no longer wait. Mr Jaishankar also suggested 
that the desire for reforms in the UN system was shared by 
many other member nations. While speeches at the UNGA 
are often laced with bombast, in this case, the Indian for-
eign minister appears to be on the mark. Indeed, the 77th 
session of the General Assembly, which concluded on Tues-
day, saw multiple world leaders highlighting the need for 
UN reforms when it was their turn to speak. They included 
Joe Biden, the president of the United States of America, as 
well Volodymyr Zelensky, the president of Ukraine. Echoing 
them for once was their arch-enemy, Sergey Lavrov, the for-
eign minister of Russia, who specifically named India and 
Brazil as worthy candidates in a reformed and expanded Se-
curity Council.

To be clear, each of these advocates for reforms has self-
interest in mind. Mr Zelensky has argued that the Security 
Council should remove Russia’s veto rights, which allow 
it to block most meaningful UN action against its war in 
Ukraine. The US, meanwhile, has shown renewed interest 
in changing the make-up of the Security Council — also be-
cause of the war — to try and reduce the influence of Russia 
and China in the body. At the same time, both the US and 
Russia are hopeful that as a Security Council member, In-
dia will align more with them than with their rivals. India 
has its own bugbears. China recently used its veto power to 
block sanctions against Pakistan-backed terrorists. France 
and the United Kingdom, which make up the five permanent 
members of the Security Council alongside the US, Russia 
and China, have backed India’s membership to the body. 
While no reforms are imminent, the war in Ukraine has pro-
vided fresh momentum toward a new world order, just as the 
Second World War birthed the current global system. India 
must stay ready to grab its moment. 

Telegraph India

“

A 
recent study conducted 
by Srinagar based Insti-
tute of Mental Health and 
Neuroscience (IMHANS) 

in a Drug De-addiction centre in Sri-
nagar, found that over two-third of 
patients in the study had started sub-
stance abuse in the age group of 11-20 
years. The most common substances 
of abuse identified included nicotine 
(94.4%), medicinal opioids (65.7%), 
cannabis (63.6%), benzodiazepines 
(45.5%), other prescription medica-
tions (43.4%), alcohol (32.5%), inhal-
ants (11.1%), and cocaine (7.5%).  The 
study revealed that poly-substance 
abuse was found in 91.9% of the stud-
ied patients. Inhalant use was seen 
predominantly among adolescents 
(54.5%) whereas nicotine (50.2%) , 
cannabis (49.2%), alcohol (51.1%), 
opioids (58.4%), and benzodiazepines 
(53.48%) were more predominant in 
the age group of 21 to 30 years. Ac-
cording to a survey conducted by 
the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment (MoSJE) in February 
2019, 600,000 people, i.e. 4.6 percent of 
the total population of Jammu and 
Kashmir use opioid drugs, 80 percent 
of the drug addicts in Kashmir use 
heroin and morphine.

The problem of drug abuse not 
only affects the physical, mental and 
social health of the individuals but it 
disturbs and burdens the whole fam-
ily. It also gives great threat to fam-
ily happiness and creates individual, 
family, economic and social disorga-
nization.

 The Kashmir disputes such as 
political turmoil, armed conflict, 
Militancy, violence, terrorism, psy-
chological distress, unfavorable en-
vironmental conditions and rapid 
socio-economic problems like poor 
industrial and infrastructural devel-
opment, massunemployment, cor-
ruption, poverty, underdevelopment 
etc. have leading a rising number 
of drug addicts in Kashmiri society.
The use of tobacco, charas, Ganga, 

cocaine, heroin, opiates cannabis, 
alcohol and inhalant substances etc. 
has been growing rapidly among 
the adolescents in Kashmir. The use 
of these illicit drugs posing a big 
threat to humanity,by deteriorating 
adolescentsmentally and physically, 
damaging family relations, spoiling 
potentiality, dreams, degrading the 
social and moral values and becom-
ing a hindrance in shaping their ca-
reer as well as progress and develop-
ment of the societies

The measures of drug abuse are 
critical, because drug use, at its core, 
is a health issue. Unless we reduce de-
mand for illicit drugs, we can never 
fully tackle cultivation, production 
or trafficking. Governments have 
a responsibility to counteract both 
drug trafficking and drug abuse, but 
communities can also make a major 
contribution. Families, schools, civil 
society and religious organizations 
can do their part to rid their commu-
nities of drugs. Businesses can help 

provide legitimate livelihoods. The 
media can raise awareness about the 
dangers of narcotics. We can succeed 
if we reinforce our commitment to the 
basic principles of health and human 
rights, shared responsibility, a bal-
anced approach to reducing supply 
and demand, and universal access to 
prevention, treatment and support. 
This will foster communities free 
of drug-related crime and violence, 
individuals free of drug dependence 
who can contribute to our common 
future and a safer world for all.

It is high time to save our genera-
tion from drug abuse and If we do not 
take concrete steps now, then after 
some years, the young generation 
of Kashmir will be destroyed. Police 
taking action against drug abuse is 
not enough. We as a society have to 
act responsibly.

M Ahmad
abhome78@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!
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‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Encourage Drug De-addiction

Why Ukraine 
Referendum Is A Big Deal
M. K. BHADRAKUMAR

T
he referendum on Septem-
ber 23-27 in the Donbass 
and southern Kherson 
and Zaporozhye regions of 

Ukraine on their accession to Rus-
sian Federation is, prima facie, 
an exercise of the right of self-de-
termination by the native popula-
tion who reject the western-backed 
regime change in Kiev in 2014 and 
the ascendancy of extreme nation-
alist forces with neo-Nazi leanings 
in the power structure. 

But it has other dimensions, 
too. In all probability, the referen-
dum will overwhelmingly opt for 
accession to Russian Federation. 
In Donbass, it is a straightforward 
question: “Do you support the en-
try of the DPR into the Russian 
Federation as a subject of the Rus-
sian Federation?” For  Kherson 
and the Zaporozhye Cossacks, the 
referendum ascertains three se-
quential decisions: secession of 
these territories from Ukraine; 
formation of an independent state; 
and its entry into the Russian Fed-
eration as a subject. 

In 2014, all legal procedures for 
the admission of Crimea and Sev-
astopol to the Russian Federation 
were completed in four days. An ex-
peditious process can be expected 
this time around too. There is huge 
mass support within Russia for 
reunification with the ethnic Rus-
sian populations in the eastern and 
southern regions of Ukraine who 
suffered severe persecution dur-
ing the past 8-year period, includ-
ing brutal violence, at the hands 
of extremist Ukrainian nationalist 
elements in control of the state ap-
paratus. This is a highly emotive 
issue for the Russian people. 

In the post-cold war era, the ge-
nie of self-determination was first 
let out of the bottle by the West 
during the dismemberment of the 
former Yugoslavia. Although the 
US midwifed the secession of Koso-
vo from Serbia as far back as in 
1999 -2008, the entity is yet to be ac-
corded recognition by the UN. Ser-
bia rejects the secession despite 
sustained western pressure. 

That said, the Kosovo prec-
edent will not stop the western 
powers from condemning the ac-
cession of regions of Ukraine to the 
Russian Federation.

The big question today is about 
the Russian calculus. President 
Vladimir Putin has surely fac-
tored in that the accession of the 
“Russian regions” of eastern and 
southern Ukraine is an immensely 
popular decision in the domes-
tic opinion. He has never hidden 
that he is acutely sensitive about 
the hopes and aspirations of his 
nation. The most revealing (and 
authoritative) comments on this 
topic have come from the former 
President Dmitry Medvedev.

Medvedev wrote in his Tele-
gram channel: “Referendums in 

Donbass are of great importance 
not only for the systemic protec-
tion of the inhabitants of the LNR, 
DNR (Donbass) and other liberated 
territories, but also for the restora-
tion of historical justice.”  

In Medvedev’s opinion, these 
plebiscites “completely change the 
vector of Russia’s development for 
decades.” He adds, “And not only 
our country. Because after they 
(referendums) are held and the 
new territories are accepted into 
Russia, the geopolitical transfor-
mation in the world will become 
irreversible.” 

Most important, Medvedev fore-
warns, “An encroachment on the 
territory of Russia is a crime, the 
commission of which allows you to 
use all the forces of self-defence.” 

 Furthermore, he says, once 
the process of annexation of the 
new territories is completed, “not 
a single future leader of Russia, not 
a single official will be able to re-
verse these decisions. That is why 
these referendums are so feared in 
Kiev and in the West. That is why 
they need to be carried out.” 

What emerges is that Russia 
has given up hopes of any negoti-
ated settlement. Moscow was ini-
tially optimistic that Kiev would 
negotiate, but the bitter experience 
turned out to be that President Zel-
ensky was not a free agent. The US-
UK tandem undermined the accord 
negotiated by Russian and Ukrai-
nian officials in Istanbul in April 
under Turkish mediation. The 
Biden Administration holds the 
stop watch for the proxy war. And 
Washington’s timeline is linked 
to the weakening and destruction 
of Russian state, which has been 
the ultimate US objective. Lest we 
forget, Joe Biden played a seminal 
role in installing the new regime 
in Kiev in 2014 and in moulding 
Ukraine as an anti-Russian  state.

Suffice to say, the referendum 
on Wednesday is Russia’s only 
available course of action under 
the circumstances, while Kiev 
maintains a maximalist position as 
advised by the US, UK and Poland. 

The accession of Donbass, 
Kherson and Zaporozhye creates 
a new political reality and Rus-
sia’s partial mobilisation on paral-
lel track is intended to provide the 
military underpinning for it. The 
accession signifies a paradigm shift 
insofar as any further attacks on 
these regions can be construed by 
Moscow as attacks on Russia’s ter-
ritorial integrity and sovereignty. 

Certainly, Kiev’s wanton at-
tacks on civilians and civilian in-
frastructure in Donbass, Kherson 
and Zaporozhye will trigger Rus-
sian reaction. Any attack will be 
considered aggression and Mos-
cow reserves the right to respond 
“adequately.” The fact the Russian 
deployment in these territories 
will be significantly augmented 
and upgraded signals the  willing-
ness to use force. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s special 
military operations will continue 
until its set objectives are fully re-
alised. Which means, even more 
territories may come under Rus-
sian control, creating ever newer 
facts on the ground, whilst the track 
of dialogue has become extinct. 
And, of course, all this will be play-
ing out at a juncture when Europe 
descends into recession, as sanc-
tions against Russia boomerang. It 
is improbable that European public 
will support their governments to 
enter into a war with Russia over 
Ukraine. Kiev and its mentors in 
Washington and London need to 
factor all this very carefully.

The Pentagon spokesman Pat-
rick Ryder has reacted as follows: 
“No one will take such bogus ref-
erendums seriously, and the US 

will certainly not recognise their 
results. How will this affect our 
and international support for 
Ukraine? This will not affect in 
any way, we will continue to work 
with Ukraine and our internation-
al partners to provide them with 
the necessary assistance to protect 
their territory.” 

That is a sufficiently evasive 
statement couched in brave words.  
Neither Pentagon nor the Russian 
military command will risk brink-
manship. The likelihood is that the 
accession of the new territories to 
the Russian Federation will not be 
militarily challenged by the US or 
NATO.

That said, Russia is anyway 
at war with the NATO, as Defence 
Minister Sergey Shoigu said, al-
beit not in terms of US weapons 
supplies, which “we find ways to 
counter,” but in the Western sys-
tems that exist — communication 
systems, information processing 
systems, reconnaissance systems 
and satellite intelligence systems.

The point is, the accession of 
Donbass, Kherson and Zaporozhye 
regions to the Russian Federation 
is an irrevocable step that cannot 
and will not be undone for as long 
as Russian Federation remains 
an independent state, as Medve-
dev underlined. The US — and 
the “Collective West” and NATO 
— would know it. Plainly put, the 
NATO’s proxy-war algorithm has 
become obsolete and becomes a 
museum piece.

The CIA’s analogy of the Af-
ghan jihad of the 1980s does not 
hold good anymore — ie., if it ever 
did at all. In effect, Russia has 
avoided a “quagmire” in Ukraine 
and is on its way to turn  the table 
on the NATO.

In Putin’s national address 
Wednesday, he had said: “In the 
event of a threat to the territorial 
integrity of our country and to de-
fend Russia and our people, we will 
certainly make use of all weapon 
systems available to us. This is not 
a bluff.” Putin also said Russia has 
superior nuclear strike capability. 

To make things doubly sure 
that the message has gone home, 
Moscow lifted the veil today on its 
newest ICBM, Sarmat. The results 
of the referendum must be deter-
mined not later than 5 days after 
the last voting day (Sept. 27), and 
the issue of accession to Russia is 
considered approved if more than 
50% of the plebiscite participants 
vote for it. Significantly, the Rus-
sian State Duma is scheduled to 
hold plenary sessions in Moscow 
on September 27 and 28. 

Views expressed in the article 
are the author's own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer. The 

article was originally published by 
India Punchline

Suffice to say, the referendum on 
Wednesday is Russia’s only available course of 

action under the circumstances, while Kiev 
maintains a maximalist position as advised by the 
US, UK and Poland
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Cameron Allan McKean

As you read this article, time will seem 
to pass. Right now, you are reading 
these words, but now you are reading 

these ones. What was present just an instant 
ago seems to have already slipped into the 
past. You will carry this feeling with you – 
as objects change and move, as thoughts run 
through your head, as feelings ebb and flow 
– until you fall asleep tonight. Heraclitus 
thought that time was like a river: ‘Every-
thing flows and nothing abides; everything 
gives way and nothing stays fixed.’ Our ex-
perience of the world seems to back this up. 
It certainly feels as if time is sweeping us 
along. Yet, physicists and philosophers will 
tell you that Heraclitus was wrong. Time, 
they say, does not actually pass. In his book 
The Order of Time (2018), the Italian theo-
retical physicist Carlo Rovelli writes:

What could be more universal and obvi-
ous than this flowing?

And yet things are somewhat more compli-
cated than this. Reality is often very different 
from what it seems. The Earth appears to be 
flat but is in fact spherical. The Sun seems to 
revolve in the sky when it is really we who 
are spinning. Neither is the structure of time 
what it seems to be: it is different from this 
uniform, universal flowing.

So, what is the real structure of time? 
Well, it’s complicated. Some think that time 
is like space: the past, present and future are 
all equally real locations. Some, like Rovelli, 
think time emerges directly from the laws of 
thermodynamics and quantum mechanics. 
Physicists and philosophers may have differ-
ent approaches to the structure of time, but 
what unites them is a rejection of the notion 
that that there is a ‘now’, a present moment, 
that moves from the past toward the future. 
If that is true, and time does not really move, 
we are left with a question: why does it seem 
to pass? We would never mistake a frozen 
river for a running one, so, if nothing flows 
and everything abides, why does it feel as if 
time is rushing by?

Perhaps it’s just an illusion. Our senses tell 
us that time is passing, but we are perceiving 
something that isn’t really there. To see an il-
lusion is to see a way the world could be, but 
isn’t: the Earth looks flat when it is actually 
round; optical illusions can make identical 
lines appear to be different lengths. These il-
lusions present real possibilities – it’s easy to 
find places in the world where you could expe-
rience something flat that wasn’t an illusion, 
or experience one line that really was longer 
than another. But if Rovelli and others are right, 

t h e r e 
is no-
w h e r e 
you could 
go to truly 
experience 
the flow-
ing time that 
Heraclitus talked 
about. It is not a 
real possibility. Just 
as the world is not set 
up for someone 
to hallucinate a 
square circle, 
the world is not set up 
for the illusion of time passing. 
So if the flow of time is not an illu-
sion, what is it?

Thinking a thought is not like watching 
an ice cream melt, or a chameleon change 
colour

Some philosophers say that time seems 
to pass due to the way we perceive change. 
They argue that moving objects appear ‘dy-
namic’, and that we mistake this dynamism 
for time passing. To see what they mean, 
imagine watching a movie where each frame 
was shown for two full seconds. You would 
see a series of static scenes with people and 
objects in slightly different positions. First 
Jackie Chan’s fist is here, then there, then it 
is in contact with someone’s face. Although 
it would be clear that each image shows the 
actor in a slightly different position, you 
would not see him moving. Now, imagine 
seeing those frames at the speed they would 
be played in a cinema: 24 frames per second. 
Suddenly, the sense that you are looking at 
a series of static scenes disappears, and you 
can’t see where one frame ends and the next 
begins. Chan’s fist is no longer simply there, 
then there, then there; he now appears to be 
punching someone. You are looking at the 
very same series of static frames in both the 
slow case and the fast case. But the flowing 
‘dynamism’ you see in a cinema is a quality 
added by your perceptual system.

What does this have to do with time 
seeming to pass? Our perceptual systems do 
not just add a dynamic look to things we see 
in movies, but also to the things we see in the 
real world. Change in the world appears to 
flow smoothly because our perceptual sys-
tems transform moving objects in the same 
way they do static frames of Jackie Chan: 
they superimpose a dynamism on to them 
that they do not possess. Because we fail to 
recognise that this is a product of our minds 
rather than a feature of reality, we have come 
to believe that the world is dynamic, and that 
time really flows. That’s one theory, anyway.

But what about those moments when we 
are not perceiving change? The room you are 
currently in might be entirely still, yet time 
seems to continually flow. In such cases, we 
might be tempted to say that time still passes 
– that the world seems dynamic – because we 
continue to experience our thoughts chang-
ing just like we experience objects chang-
ing in the world. However, though thoughts 
rush through our heads from the moment 
we wake up to the moment we sleep, 
we don’t experience individual thoughts 
changing in the same way that we perceive 
changes in objects. Thinking a thought is not 
like watching an ice cream melt, or a cha-
meleon change colour. As an experiment, 

try to 
t h i n k 

a single 
thought 

– make 
sure you 

don’t acci-
dentally think 

two thoughts. 
Keep it in your 

mind, and observe 
whether it changes. I 

suspect that you found 
this exercise difficult. 

Thoughts jump around, and it 
is hard to know where one ends and 

the next begins. The experience of think-
ing is nothing like seeing objects change. Our 
inner thoughts don’t explain why time still 
seems to pass even when we are not per-
ceiving differences in the world. Appealing 
to our perceptions of change to explain the 
feeling of flowing time might not be such a 
promising approach after all. Something else 
is going on here.

The arguments above – that flowing time 
is an illusion or a result of how we experi-
ence changing objects – appeal to our per-
ception of the world to explain why time 
seems to pass. We see, smell, hear or feel 
things moving and changing, but perhaps 
the feeling of time passing is not related to 
our experience of sensing the world. We 
also feel pain in our bodies; feel emotions, 
intuitions and yearnings. The important 
word here is ‘feel’. In these cases, we are 
not perceiving the outside world. These 
non-perceptual experiences include the 
feeling of doing things, of making changes 
in the world: we feel ourselves walking 
and running, opening doors and tapping 
screens, talking and listening. I think time 
passing is a result of how we experience 
the changes that we make in our daily lives.

When you reach for your coffee cup or 
stand up from your desk, you have a sense 
that you are causing your body to move. In a 
similar way, you experience yourself as the 
author of most of the bodily movements that 
you make. You can also experience yourself 
performing mental actions: you can delib-
erately shift your attention away from these 
words to the sound of the traffic outside or 
consciously try to remember the last place 
you saw your house keys. The sense that 
we are causing our bodily or mental actions 
can be thought of as a unique type of change 
experience. However, this kind of change is 
not one we perceive out there in the world 
(like watching Jackie Chan punch someone or 
hearing a plane fly through the air). It’s a kind 
of change we feel ourselves causing.

When you move your body, you feel your-
self making changes in the world around 
you; when you refocus your thoughts, you 
experience yourself changing the landscape 
of your mind. We could call this ‘agentive 
change’ – change that an agent (like you, for 
example) experiences themselves as causing 
– and it is pervasive in a way that perceptual 
experiences of change in our external envi-
ronment are not. As long as you are awake, 
you won’t stop thinking, meaning that the 
feeling of making mental changes persists 
(even in a sensory deprivation tank).

Tied up with our sense that we are the 
cause of our actions is the feeling that we 
can stop doing whatever it is we are do-
ing and start doing something different. If 
you wanted, you could close this browser 
tab right now and get up from where you 
are sitting. But, though we can change our 
behaviour, the possibility of performing 
no bodily or mental action whatsoever is 
never an option. As long as you are awake, 
you will never feel as if you can stop causing 
change. Jean-Paul Sartre declared that man-
kind was ‘condemned to be free’; similarly, 
we find ourselves at every waking moment 
condemned to act. Of course, we stop acting 
when we fall asleep but, as any insomniac 
will tell you, sleep is something you must 
wait for, not something you do. You can 
hasten sleep’s arrival, but you cannot switch 
yourself off like a laptop.

I believe that this leads us to mistake the 
feeling of doing – moving, thinking, focus-
ing – for the feeling of time passing. We 
experience ourselves as perpetually, help-
lessly active. This is likely a product of our 
neurophysiology. Brains don’t stop: informa-
tion is continually being received, recalled, 
processed and responded to, so it is not 
surprising that we always find ourselves do-
ing something. But we are not consciously 
aware of this fact. In fact, consciousness does 
not provide any explanation as to why we 
find ourselves in such a state. We are driven 
to keep making changes. And it is here that 
we make a mistake. Rather than blaming 
our neurophysiology for the feeling that we 
must constantly act, we blame the world 
outside: we mistakenly think that some 
outside force (like a flowing river of time) is 
responsible for the ever-present feeling that 
we are being ‘pushed along’.

We are condemned to act. It is not, as Hera-
clitus imagined, that ‘everything flows and 
nothing abides.’ Instead, the feeling of being 
swept along is the result of our brains’ constant 
churning. We mistake our own momentum for 
that of the world. Time does not flow. We do.

The article was originally published by Psyche 

PERHAPS IT’S JUST AN 
ILLUSION. OUR SENSES 
TELL US THAT TIME IS 
PASSING, but we are 

perceiving something that 
isn’t really there. To see 

an illusion is to see a way 
the world could be, but 

isn’t: the Earth looks flat 
when it is actually round; 
optical illusions can make 
identical lines appear to 

be different lengths

Our Enduring Fascination With Outer Space
Nancy Shute

The glowing dots in the night sky have enthralled for 
as long as people could look skyward. Our desire to 
figure out what makes the stars blaze and why some 

of the celestial bodies move in strange ways has sparked 
centuries of conjecture, observation and exploration, 
from the simple telescope Galileo used to observe Mars in 
the early 1600s to the new James Webb Space Telescope, 
a 14,300-pound behemoth with a mirror so big it had to 
be folded up to fit into the launch vehicle.

Count us here at Science News among those fascinated 
by space. We’ve covered it from the 1920s, when astrono-
mer Edwin Hubble started making his big discoveries, 
through the launch of the first satellite, Sputnik, in 1957, 
and the “space race” that put people on the moon in 1969. 
Now, increasingly sophisticated robots are independently 
exploring other planets and even the sun, and reporting 
back to us here on Earth.

This issue’s cover story celebrates the 25th anniversary 
of rovers on the surface of Mars, starting with the arrival 
of tiny Sojourner on July 4, 1997. Three rovers are currently 

hard at work probing the Red Planet’s surface and atmo-
sphere. Those machines, NASA’s Curiosity and Perseverance 
— the SUVs of Mars vehicles — and China’s smaller Zhurong, 
are greatly expanding Mars exploration, contributor Alex-
andra Witze writes. Perseverance is collecting rock samples 
that future missions can return to Earth. It even serves as 
home base for the tiny helicopter dubbed Ingenuity that has 
buzzed around dozens of times, outliving its anticipated life 
span and delighting its creators and the public alike.

That’s not the only space news worth noting. In July, 
NASA revealed the first images delivered by the James 
Webb Space Telescope, and they are mind-blowing. They 
look back in time more than 13 billion years to reveal 
swarms of never-before-seen galaxies. The idea of building 
a giant telescope and shooting it into space was audacious 
when it was dreamed up in the 1980s. And the project was 
plagued by years of delays and massive cost overruns. Even 
after its successful launch in December, scientists and engi-
neers held their breaths, fearing that the craft would fail to 

complete the complicated task of unfolding its mirror and 
five-layered sunshield. After all that, seeing these radiant 
images and knowing there will be many more (and more 
new discoveries) on the way, it seems worth the wait.

And why stop there? This issue also covers how months 
in space affect astronauts’ bone health, which is bad news 
for those of us who would like to travel to Mars and also 
stand upright afterward. We report the results of the lat-
est efforts to find elusive dark matter. And we also relay 
how quantum messaging might help aliens communicate 
with us on Earth. Here’s hoping that they’ll be more like 
E.T. than like the creature in the Alien movies.

If it feels like there’s an abundance of amazing stuff hap-
pening in astronomy, cosmology and astrophysics these 
days, you’re right. To help you keep up, we’ve launched a 
space newsletter. Sign up and you’ll get our latest coverage 
rocketing into your inbox every other Friday.

This article was originally published by Science News

SCIENCE NEWS 
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS
DEPARTMENT OF SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT SRINAGAR
 (E-NIT NO: 08  OF  2022-23 DATED: 24.09.2022)

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Lt. Governor Jammu & Kashmir UT,E-Tenders are invited from approved and eligible contractor registered with J&K UT /Central Govt. 
Organization for the following works:-

S.

No

Name of work/Location Adv. Cost
(Rs. In lacs.)

Earnest Money
(Rs. in lacs.)

Class of 
Contractor

Cost of Ten-
der Document

Time of 
Completion

1 AsthanPoraBrein
i. Afforestation works by means of planting of Broad Leaved Plants in 
pits Rs.0.91 lacs &Trenches = Rs.1.00 lacs
ii.Improvement of existing & established unit by way planting of poly 
raised saplings (conifer) =Rs.1.00 lacs
iii. Dibbling of Nuts with the gullies=Rs.0.18lacs.

3.09 Lacs 6200/= DEE 200/= 30 days

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bills of quantities, (B.O.Q) set of Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be 
seen/downloaded from the Govt. Website https//jktenders.gov.in
Position of funds: budgeted
Position of AA/TS: Accorded.

Publishing date 24-09-2022
Download Start Date: 26-09-2022 from 11:30 AM
Bid submission start Date: 26-09-2022 from 11:30 AM
Bid submission End Date: 03-10-2022 upto 6:00 PM
Date of opening of Bids through online: 04-10-2022    2:00 PM
01. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the govt. website:
02. Bids must accompany cost of tender document as shown against each work in the shape of Govt Treasury Challan Receipt for the amount shown against the 
work to be deposited in any Govt. Treasury in the U. T of Jammu & Kashmir under Account Head 0406-Forestsand earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR pledged in favour of 
Asstt. Conservator of Forests, Department of Soil & Water Conservation,District Srinagar.
03.   As per Rule 171 of GFR-2017, performance security shall have to be deposited by successful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of the contract in shape of 
CDR /FDR pledged Assistant Conservator of Forests Srinagar before issuance of contract allotment. 
04. In case the bid of lowest/successful bidder is found unbalanced then he has to produce additional performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/Bank Guar-
antee from scheduled bank valid till completion of work before issuance allotment as per details given below:
1. Up to and including 15% below rate over advertised cost =Nil
2. Greater than 15% up to and including 20% below rate over advertised cost =5% of advertised cost in shape of CDR/FDR/ Bank Guarantee.
3. Greater 20% upto and including 25% below rate over advertised cost =10% of advertised cost in shape of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee.
4. Greater than 25% upto and including 30% below rate over advertised cost 15% of advertised cost in shape of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee.
5. Greater than 30% below rate over advertised cost 20% in shape of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee.
05. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from: Bidders Manual Kit”.
06. To participate in bidding process bidders can get Digital Certificate from Govt. approved vendor.
07. The bidder(s) must submit their financial bids on line in electronic format with digital signature. No financial bid will be accepted in physical/hard form.
08. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
09. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e. CDR valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD duly renewed for the current 
year,PAN, Valid Tin registration.  Treasury Challan on account of Tender Documents and CDR of Earnest money.
10. The successful bidder has to produce valid Labour Registration Certificate issued by Labour Department after issuance of award on contract.
11. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of the bid due to any reason (technical or otherwise).
12. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the Directorate of information regarding publishing the NIT. 
In any of the newspaper under circulation.
13. The tender accepting Authority however, reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
14. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and as per the detailed document.
15. The contractor shall attach the tax clearance certificates with respect to income tax and GST clearance certificate.
16. The work shall be completed strictly as per the specifications and drawings (as per annexure to NIT). 
17. The quantities mentioned in the NIT are subject to increase or decrease depending on availability of funds.
18. No activity shall be undertaken by the contractor against the provision of J&K Soil & Water Conservation Act, and in case of any violation action under the 
provisions of the Act, shall be initiated against the contractor, his representative or worker if any. 
19. The successful bidder shall have to furnish the test check certificate of material to be utilized at his own cost from NIT Srinagar.

Assistant Conservator of Forests
DIPK-10803/22  District Srinagar
No: DSCO/Sgr-Gbl/698-702                                                                                                       Dated: 24-09-2022

SRINAGAR | SATURDAY | 10.09.2022 10News
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LG Asks Revenue
department,” Sinha directed the 

officials.
The LG, according to the spokesper-

son, instructed the senior officials of 
the revenue department to work out 
viable solutions to address issues and 
challenges. Sinha, he said, also empha-
sized on streamlining of online-Reve-
nue Services to make the system more 
transparent & accountable to the com-
mon people.

“He further advised for mapping of 
forest land, besides creating a dedicat-
ed IT cell in the Revenue department,” 
he said.

While reviewing the progress made 
under Land Records Information 
System, the spokesperson said that 
the chair was informed that a total of 
8,21,40,595 of scanned documents, 
including Jamabandis, Mutations and 
Girdawaris have been uploaded till 
date.

He further said that Shaleen Kabra, 
Financial Commissioner, Revenue 
gave a detailed briefing on the steps 
taken to achieve the core objectives 
of Revenue Department and the prog-
ress registered under Digital India 
Land Record Modernization Program; 
Digitization of Maps and its updation/
Survey through latest Geo-reference 
technology; Ground Truthing through 
Mobile App; Online-Revenue Services 
and End to End Integrated Workflow.

“It was informed that the Revenue 
department is using a grievance re-
dressal portal for timely disposal of 
grievances & complaints online,” the 
spokesperson added.

‘Giving Special
agriculture based economy in 

Jammu and Kashmir.
Sinha made these remarks while 

inaugurating a farmers awareness 
conference on the use of ‘Nano Urea’ 
organized by Indian Farmers Fertilizer 
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) here at SKICC, 
an official spokesperson said Friday.

The LG, he said, highlighted the 
farmer’s efforts in fulfilling the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
reduce the use of chemical fertilizers 
and transition to sustainable alterna-
tives to protect soil health, plants and 
environment.

Sinha, he said, congratulated the en-
tire team of IFFCO for developing the 
world’s first Liquid Nano Urea.

“Sustainable farming is the only way 
forward to ensure food security and 
growth. Farmers are ultimate entre-
preneurs and our effort is to provide 
them with better infrastructure, easy 
access to credit, access to modern ma-
chinery and benefits of agriculture ex-
tension services,” the LG said.

“Under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, India has 
become the fifth largest economy in 
the world overtaking England. It has 
also sent a strong message that a sus-
tainable and innovative agricultural 
system is significant for the holistic 
growth of any region or nation,” he 
added.

The spokesperson said that the LG 

highlighted the reforms introduced 
in the agriculture sector in J&K and 
said that being an agriculture based 
economy and having more than 70% of 
the population dependent on agricul-
ture, special impetus has been given 
to make J&K’s agriculture system sus-
tainable and profitable.

“Introduction of progressive land re-
forms and efforts towards diversifica-
tion, allied activities and high density 
plantation have enabled farmers with 
small land holdings to earn more,” the 
LG said.

“Integrated approach of farming 
has already been initiated and the 
government is promoting agro-based 
employment generating activities. 
Revival of traditional crops with mar-
ket linkage support, GI tagging of lo-
cal produce, high density plantation 
and allied activities have successfully 
brought prosperity for the farmers,” he 
added.

The LG, according to the spokesper-
son, highlighted that various strate-
gies are being adopted for promotion 
of allied enterprises such as dairy 
farming, apiculture, sericulture and 
food processing in augmenting farm-
ers income to reduce losses and open 
greater opportunities for employment 
and entrepreneurship.

Sinha, he said, underlined the need 
to make necessary interventions to 
ensure food security for the growing 
population and called on stakeholders 
to work on mission mode for effective 
implementation of the Millet mission, 
Exotic Vegetables Farming, promoting 
micro-irrigation and reducing crop 
waste.

According to the spokesperson, 
Dileep Sanghani, Chairman, IFFCO, 
speaking on the occasion said that 
IFFCO is continuously engaged in find-
ing solutions to problems confronting 
the agriculture and allied sector.

“He informed that trials of the 
World’s first Nano Urea were con-
ducted at more than 11000 places in 
every nook and corner of the country 
on around 94 crops,” he added.

The spokesperson further said that 
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, in 
his address said that J&K’s Agriculture 
Sector will emerge as a role model not 
only for the country but the whole 
world.

“A new J&K is recording unprec-
edented growth and development in 
every sector and is figuring as a top 
performer in several categories,” he 
added.

How Self-Belief
a shy face. “And hurdles can some-

times come as a financial problem but 
mostly, a mental fatigue.”

Perhaps, that’s why, Mehraj has be-
come an inspiration—not because of 
his father’s barbecue pushcart, but be-
cause of his grit and grind for success.

“My family has always been very 
supportive of my education,” Mehraj 
says while rising up to reciprocate an-
other hug from a relative. “My father 
has a very nominal earnings and that’s 
why he wanted me to focus more on 
my studies and earn a better life for 

myself and obviously for my family. 
Except during my Class 11th, I’ve never 
attended any coaching center.”

Two years back, when the pan-
demic paralysed the normal education 
system of the valley, Mehraj used his 
proactive prowess to prepare for the 
NEET.

“With over two years of study pe-
riod and several different subjects 
to read, the NEET tests the nerves of 
young aspirants,” he said.“It’s a labo-
rious effort. You can’t find a shortcut 
and expect to win.”

During Covid curbs, he stumbled 
upon some YouTube videos to clear 
his concepts. This rigorous indoor 
preparation would eventually give this 
self-coached student an edge over the 
masses appearing for the competitive 
exam every year.

“It was very clear to me that if 
YouTube can clear my doubts in higher 
secondary level, then there’s absolute-
ly no need to attend a coaching center 
for NEET preparation,” said Mehraj, 
the centre of attraction in his happy 
home.

His percentage in higher secondary 
level, a prerequisite for pursuing the 
national exams, was more than eighty 
percent propelling his preparation for 
the much-fanfare exam. He eventually 
qualified the NEET-22 with 591 out of 
720 marks.

“It’s not necessary to enroll your-
self in a coaching center,” Mehraj 
reiterated.

“It all depends upon your dedica-
tion. Self-study can easily help you to 
excel in these competitive exams. And 
it may sound childish but a day’s break 
can also be enjoyed given that you’ve 
already set your target and maintained 
your continuity. The common myths 
around these exams have to end.”

8 More JKAS
have been inducted into IAS and an-

other eight such vacancies will be filled 
up shortly giving opportunities to the 
JKAS officers to become part of presti-
gious IAS service after a long gap of 12 
years,” Singh said.

The minister said mid-career train-
ing of JKAS officers of various seniority 
was carried out in collaboration with 
LBSNAA and it provided a new level of 
exposure to the JKAS officers and more 
than 200 offices.

Singh said central government em-
ployees working in the Kashmir Valley 
in attached and subordinate offices 
or PSUs falling under control of the 
Centre have been extended special 
concessions for a period of three years 
from August 1, 2021.

The incentives include an addition-
al house rent allowance, composite 
transfer grant, per diem allowance, in-
centive for period of temporary duty, 
messing allowance, facility to draw 
pension at the place of settlement in 
relaxation of relevant provisions, he 
said.

The minister said retention of gen-
eral pool accommodation available 
to officers who have served in the 
central government has also been ex-
tended to officers posted in Jammu 

and Kashmir on the pattern of the 
northeast states.

Singh said in view of home LTC, 
it can be availed to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh for which 
guidelines have been notified by the 
DOPT.

It will enhance tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh and also pro-
vide an opportunity to all central gov-
ernment employees to visit the two 
UTs, he said.

The minister said the Department 
of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG) has helped the 
UT administration to switch over to 
online functioning, as a result of which 
the UT exchequer would save over Rs 
200 crore incurred in transport of re-
cords etc dur-
ing ‘Durbar 
move’ -- shift-
ing of capitals 
from Srinagar 
to Jammu dur-
ing winters and 
vice versa.

“The govern-
ment headed by 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
gives high pri-
ority to Jammu 
and Kashmir 
and there is no 
dearth of sup-
port forthcom-
ing, as far as 
the Centre is 
concerned,” he 
said.

Govt 
Transfers

M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r , 
Kashmir Power 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Limited , 
against an avail-
able vacancy.

Ms. Ayushi 
Sudan (IAS), 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojna, 
has been trans-
ferred and post-
ed as Mission 
D i r e c t o r , 
National Health 
Mission, J&K.

“She shall 
continue to 
hold the ad-
ditional charge 
of the post of 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojno, 
till further or-
ders,” the order 

reads.
Minga Sherpa (IAS), Additional 

Deputy Commissioner, Jammu 
has been transferred and posted 
as Managing Director, Jammu and 
Kashmir Tourism Development 
Corporation (IKTDC), against an avail-
able vacancy.

Faz Lul Haseeb (IAS), Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar hold-
ing additional charge of the post 
of Chief Executive Officer, Urban 
Development Agency, Kashmir has 
been transferred and posted as 
Director, Tourism Kashmir.

Harvinder Singh (IAS), Sub 
Divisional Magistrate, Uri, holding 
additional charge of Sub Registrar, 
Uri, has been transferred and posted 

as Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi ltoo (JKAS), 
Director Tourism, Kashmir has been 
transferred and posted as Special 
Secretary to the Government, Jal 
Shakti Department.

Govt To Engage
at achieving 100% smart pre-paid 

consumer metering and 100% system 
metering with communicating features 
aimed at reducing AT&C losses besides 
improving operational efficiencies and 
financial sustainability of DISCOMs.

LG’s Advisor and Principal Secretary 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar and Nitishwar 
Kumar besides Chief Secretary Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta attended the meeting.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

DD Kashir Runs Into 
Rough Weather
Observer News Service

N
EW DELHI- The much-hyped Kashir channel of the 
Doordarshan has run into rough weather. The union 
ministry of home affairs (MHA) is understood to have 
declined to foot the bill for running the channel. Even 

as the channel has allegedly become a money spinner for some 
Mandi House officials and a handpicked coterie of Kashmiri 
migrants.

According to reliable sources, the MHA had 'promised' to 
provide the financial support required to run the channel which 
was launched, for the third time in June this year, with a big 
fanfare. Two plane loads brought several Bollywood celebrities 
besides the union minister of information and broadcasting, 
Arun Jaitley, with hundreds of ministry officials in tow to 
grace' the occasion The gala function held at the city's Grand 
Palace hotel is believed to have cost the exchequer a fabulous Rs 
two to three crore. 

Sources said no new Kashmiri programmes were likely to 
be produced for the channel. Proposals submitted by Kashmir 
producers, mostly Kashmiri pandits, were being returned due 
to non-availability of funds. Sources said 148 proposals, were 
approved by the Mandi House last month. However, some 'stale' 
programmes provided gratis by Star, Zee TV Sahara and some 
other private channels may be telecast from the Kashir channel.

 (Kashmir Observer, September 09, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :47

ZUHR 12:31

ASR 4:58

Magrib 6:53
ISHA 8: 15

•	 1000 - Battle of Svolder, Baltic Sea. King Olaf on board 
the Long Serpent defeated in one of the greatest naval 
battles of the Viking Age.

•	 1493 - Battle of Krbava field, a decisive defeat of Croats 
in Croatian struggle against the Ottoman Empire inva-
sion.

•	 1513 - Battle of Flodden Fields; English defeat James IV 
of Scotland

•	 1591 - Battle at Flores Azores: Spanish beat English
•	 1753 - 1st steam engine arrives in US colonies
•	 1830 - Charles Durant, 1st US aeronaut, flies a balloon 

from Castle Garden, NYC to Perth Amboy, NJ
•	 1881 - Egyptian military coup under colonel Arab “El 

Wahid”
•	 1908 - Russia takes part of Poland boxing title
•	 1911 - 1st European airpost (Hendon to Windsor, Eng-

land)
•	 1912 - J Verdrines becomes 1st to fly over 100 mph (107 

mph/172 kph)
•	 1913 - Association for Study of Negro Life & History or-

ganizes in Chicago
•	 1914 - 12] Belgian offensive from Antwerp
•	 1914 - Boston Brave George Davis no-hits Philadelphia 

Phillies, 7-0
•	 1914 - First fully mechanized unit in the British Army cre-

ated - the Canadian Automobile Machine Gun Brigade 
(WWI)

•	 1914 - Meeting held at Gaelic League headquarters 
between Irish Republican Brotherhood and other ex-
treme republicans; initial decision made to stage an 
uprising while Britain is at war

•	 1915 - Association for study of Negro Life & History 
forms by Carter G Woodson

•	 1918 - Dutch government of Ruijs de Beerenbrouck forms
•	  1919 - Boston’s police force forms strike
•	 1921 - Guatamala, Honduras, and San Salvador agree 

to Central American Union
•	  1922 - St Louis Brown “Baby Doll” Jacobson hits 3 tri-

ples beating Tigers 16-0
•	  1922 - Turkish troops conquer Smyrna/murder Greek 

citizens
•	  1942- 1st bombing on continental US soil at Mount Em-

ily, Oregon during WWII by Japanese planes
•	  1943 - US, British & French troops land in Salerno (op-

eration Avalanche)

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

12 Safar
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All that part and parcel of property consisting of Bandsaw mill , Fixed assets, Plant and 
machinery, etc.                   
                                                    
Date: 07/09/2022    (Mr. Shadaab Mehboob )
Ref No:- JKB/IAPMD/ZOB-2022-23/      Authorized Officer      
              The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd     

POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas the Authorized Officer of The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. under the Securitiza-
tion and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 
2002 (the Act) in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Authorized Officer under 
section 13 (2) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Securities Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 
2002 (the Rules) issued a Demand Notice dated 03-08-2022 calling upon  (i) M/S Royal 
Saw Mills Prop: Mohammad Suhail Sofi (Borrower) (Mortgagor Lease hold rights) (ii) Mr. 
Mohd Haris Sofi S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Sofi R/o Handwara at present Barzulla Bagat 
Srinagar   (iii) Mr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Sofi  S/o Gh Ahmad Sofi R/o Main Chowk Handwara 
(iv) Mr. Manzoor Ahmad Malla  S/o Late Mohd Sultan Malla  R/o Batgund Handwara 
(Guarantors), to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 2474382.50 
(Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and 
Fifty Paisa Only ) together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. 
with monthly rests besides other costs & expenses , within 60 days from the date of the 
said notice.

The above named Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors having failed to repay the amount in 
full within prescribed time, notice is hereby given to the said Borrower, Mortgagor & 
Guarantor in particular and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession 
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under 
Section 13 (4) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Rules on this 05th day of September 2022. 

The said Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors in particular and the public in general are 
hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property/assets and any dealings with the said 
property/assets will be subject to the charge of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. B/U 
Handwara Main for an amount of Rs. 2474382.50 (Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac 
seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and Fifty Paisa Only)  as on 
28-03-2022 together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. with 
monthly rests along with costs, charges and expenses till payment is made in the loan 
account. 

Attention of Borrowers, Guarantors and Mortgagors is invited to provisions of Section 13(8) 
of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

This Notice is issued without prejudice to any of the rights of the Bank under the Act or 
under any other law in force.

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Baramulla, Amargarh, Sopore
Phone:01954-221082/221096                               

E:amid.zobara@jkbmail.com

DIPK-NB-3734/22

LG Flags Off Fleet Of Boats From Zero Bridge To 
Commemorate Urs Of Syed Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA)
The occasion also marks the revival of water transport from Srinagar to Ganderbal

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Thursday 
flagged off a fleet of boats and 
shikaras carrying devotees 
and artists from Zero Bridge 
to Ganderbal to commemorate 
the Urs of Sufi saint Syed Qa-
mar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA).

The Lt Governor expressed 
hope that the occasion would 
further strengthen the bonds of 
goodwill and brotherhood. Let 
us remind ourselves of the uni-
ty of mankind and resolve to 
strive for harmony and peace, 
he added.

Prominent citizens from all 

walks of life gathered at Zero 
Bridge to witness the occasion, 
which also marks the revival of 
water transport from Srinagar 

to Ganderbal.
Pertinently, the Urs of Syed 

Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA) is 
being observed after three de-

cades.
Junaid Azim Mattu May-

or SMC, Nuzhat Ishfaq DDC 
Chairperson, Ganderbal, Dr 

Darakhshan Andrabi Chair-
person J&K Waqf Board, Dr 
Hina Shafi Bhat Vice Chairper-
son, J&K KVIB; former legisla-
tor, Sh Ishfaq Jabbar; religious 
leaders and people in large 
numbers were present on the 
occasion.

Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary, Sh Pandurang 
K Pole, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir,  Mohd Aijaz, 
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Ghulam Nabi Itoo, Di-
rector Tourism, Kashmir; Ms 
Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K 
Sports Council and senior offi-
cials of the UT Administration 
were also present.

LCMA Conducts Demolition 
Drive In City Areas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: LCMA carried out a 
demolition drive on Thursday 
in the area of Rakh-i-
Arth Housing Colony 
Bemina.

On the occasion, 
several encroach-
ments and a shed 
were demolished 
from plots illegally 
encroached upon by 
the locals.

The Enforcement 
Wing of LCMA under 
the supervision of Enforce-
ment Officers also undertook 
a demolition drive in the 
areas of Saderbal , Kanitar,  
Saida Kadal and Nigeen 

illegal encroachments were 
demolished.

Moreover, illegally earth 
filling dumped in the areas of 

Saida Kadal / Nigeen  Lashkari 
Mohalla, Handum Mohalla NFR 
were also removed on spot.

Further, legal action 
against the violators was also 
initiated

Locals Demand ATM 
At Habba-Kadal
Agencies

Srinagar: Locals of Habba 
Kadal in old city Srinagar 
have appealed to the Jammu 
Kashmir Bank authorities to 
install an Automatic Teller 
Machine (ATM) in the area to 
ease their hardships.

A delegation of locals and 
traders said that in absence of 
an ATM facility at the main 
market, they face immense in-
convenience.

“Most of the custom-

ers prefer to carry ATM and 
Credit cards for transactions. 
However, they face inconve-
nience due to lack of ATM 
facility mainly at the Habba 
Kadal Chowk”, they added.

Locals said that they had 
several times raised the is-
sue with the bank officials but 
nothing has so far been done 
in this regard. They requested 
higher ups to look into the 
matter so that they can heave 
a sigh of relief.(CNS

KU Welcomes Freshers, VC Says 
Students Are University's Lifeline
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a first major initia-
tive conceived to introduce the 
Kashmir University adminis-
tration and all its units offer-
ing student-centric services to 
the freshers, the University of 
Kashmir on Thursday organ-
ised a mega welcome meet-cum-
orientation programme.

Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Nilofer Khan, the architect of 
the event organised by the De-
partment of Students Welfare 
(DSW), inaugurated the pro-
gramme at the jam-packed Con-
vocation Complex that hosted 
over 2000 students, besides 
administrators, deans, heads, 
directors and coordinators of 
various departments and satel-
lite campuses. 

In her welcome address, 
Prof Nilofer said the student 
community is the University's 
lifeline and we consider them 
as our most-valuable asset.

"We welcome you whole-
heartedly to the University fam-
ily," she told the students, who 
responded with huge rounds of 
applause. 

Reiterating that her doors 
are always open for the stu-
dents, Prof Nilofer said this 
fresher meet has been con-
ceived to introduce our academ-
ic administrators and officers 
who are at the helm to serve 
students with dedication and 
commitment. 

"There may be some dif-
ficulties during your two-year 

journey in the campus, but that 
offers us a chance to introspect 
and improve further by work-
ing hand-in-hand," she said.

The Vice-Chancellor, how-
ever, advised the students to 
uphold the prestige and dignity 
of the institution by adhering 
to discipline alongside showing 
total commitment to studies.

"We want you to become 
ambassadors of our presti-
gious institution which has 
risen, with dedication of each 
faculty member and staff, to 
figure among the country's top 
100 universities which has also 
been accredited by NAAC as an 
A+ institution," the Vice-Chan-
cellor said, urging the students 
to become active partners in 
further raising the University's 
academic standards.

"Sometimes we develop and 
carry certain wrong notions 
about the institution based on 
misinformation or false percep-

tions. But I assure you that we 
are here to do the best for your 
welfare. We are open to con-
structive criticism but we want 
our students to broaden their 
vision and become accommoda-
tive to understanding our limi-
tations that we sometimes face," 
Prof Nilofer said, extending her 
best wishes to the students. 

Dean Academic Affairs Prof 
Farooq A Masoodi said our stu-
dents are the institution's "mir-
ror reflection" when they leave 
the campus. 

"While we offer to provide 
best services, we expect our 
dear students to be sensitive 
to their duties towards institu-
tion-building," he said.

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir 
highlighted the University's 
relentless efforts to provide 
best education, facilities and 
services to the students, and to 
develop student-friendly infra-
structure.

LEAD 
Launches India’s 
First Student 
Confidence Index
Agenceis

Anantnag: School Edtech com-
pany LEAD announced the 
launch of India’s first Student 
Confidence Index, a study that 
assesses the confidence levels 
of school-going students across 
regions, cities, demographics 
and various other parameters.

Developed in collaboration 
with Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, LEAD’s Index reveals 
several powerful insights into 
Student Confidence. While India 
stands at a Confidence level of 
75 on a scale of 100, 36% of stu-
dents have indicated top-bracket 
Confidence levels (81-100).

LEAD’s Student Confidence 
Index assesses the five 21st cen-
tury Confidence-building attri-
butes that are critical for students 
to succeed in life: Conceptual 
Understanding, Critical Thinking, 
Communication, Collaboration 
and Exposure to opportunities 
and platforms.

 Commenting on the Index, 
LEAD Co-founder and CEO 
Sumeet Mehta said, “Our stu-
dents need to have self-confi-
dence. But there was no way of 
knowing the confidence level of 
students of our country. LEAD’s 
Student Confidence Index de-
veloped in partnership with 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
(LMRF, SMLS), fills this gap.”

 “We are delighted to part-
ner with LEAD in developing 
India’s first Student Confidence 
Index. The tool for building this 
Confidence Index followed a 
rigorous research process by 
the LMRF team at TISS,” added 
Dr. Rahul S, Assistant Professor, 
LMRF, SMLS, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences.

Income Tax Dept Conducts Raids, Surveys 
On Unrecognised Political Parties,NGOs
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Income Tax 
department on Wednesday 
conducted raids and surveys in 
various states in separate cases 
related to alleged tax evasion, 
violation of FCRA violation and 
illicit funding of registered un-
recognised political parties, of-
ficial sources said.

The coordinated operations 
were carried out at over 110 lo-
cations in Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana 
and some other states against 
certain registered unrecognised 
political parties and their al-
leged dubious financial trans-
actions, they said.

Some other instances of po-
litical funding through alleged 
illegal means are also being in-
vestigated as part of the action, 
they said.

The surprise action is under-
stood to have been taken by the 
department on a recent rec-
ommendation of the Election 
Commission (EC) as part of which 
at least 198 entities were struck 
off from its list of registered un-
recognised political parties after 
they were found non-existent 
during physical verification.

The poll panel had announced 
that it was taking action against 
more than 2,100 entities, cat-
egorised as registered unrecog-
nised political parties by it, for 
flouting rules and election laws, 
including those related to filing 
of monetary contributions, fail-
ing to update their address and 
names of office bearers.

It had said some of these par-
ties were indulging in “serious” 

financial impropriety.
While the searches were 

on, another operation was 
unleashed at the premises of 
NGOs including Delhi-based 
think-tank Centre for Policy 
Research (CPR) and global NGO 
Oxfam India apart from a media 
foundation as part of a probe 
related to alleged FCRA con-
travention in funds received by 
them, the sources said.

The taxman undertook the 
surprise action against three 
more organisations in the non-
governmental organisation 
(NGO) and charitable organisa-
tion domain, they said.

Sources said the department 
is looking at the balance sheets 
of these organisations vis-a-vis 
the receipt of funds via the FCRA.

According to law, all NGOs 
receiving foreign funds have to 
be registered under the FCRA. 
The government has cancelled 
FCRA registration of nearly 
1,900 NGOs for violating vari-
ous provisions of law in the last 
five years. There were 22,762 
FCRA-registered organisations 
till December-end 2021.

In Congress-ruled Rajasthan, 
the sleuths conducted searches at 
the premises of Rajasthan Minister 
of State for Home Rajendra Yadav 
and his family members.

Income tax department 
sources said the searches are 
being conducted as part of a tax 
evasion investigation.

“The Income Tax depart-
ment is conducting raids at busi-
ness premises and residences in 
Kotputli and Uttarakhand. Reasons 
are not known,” Yadav said.

The Congress MLA from 
Kotputli constituency and his 

family members are in the busi-
ness of manufacturing bags for 
fertilisers, grains, and cement. 
They are also in food business 
such as flour and pulses.

“Raids are being conducted at 
five-six places. We do not mind 
(officers) doing the search be-
cause we do clean businesses. 
If the central government feels 
that something is wrong, then 
let them do it. I know this much 
that we are with the truth,” 
Yadav told reporters at his civil 
lines residence here.

He said he was not told any-
thing about the raids.

“When we asked them (of-
ficers), they said that the search 
has to be done, the (central) gov-
ernment has sent them,” he said.

Yadav said his family has 
been in the business for 72-74 
years. He said they run a clean 
business, having no role in any 
political funding.

“It is our ancestral business,” 
he said. “My father was in the 
business from 1950-52, I have 
been doing it before I entered 
into politics and both of my 
sons are also engaged in the 
business. We are into the pro-
duction line and supply mate-
rials to companies. This should 
not be associated with things 
like political funding.”

Another Congress-ruled 
state Chhattisgarh also came 
on the radar of tax sleuths with 
searches at multiple locations 
linked to some businessmen, 
they said.

The nature of the action being 
carried out by the I-T depart-
ment is not yet clear, they said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel told reporters at 

the Raipur airport that he 
had already predicted raids 
by the Income Tax and the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

“I had said (that raids will 
happen) now ED will also fol-
low them,” Baghel said when 
asked about the action by the IT 
department.

Last week, Baghel had said 
his “well-wishers” informed 
him that Chhattisgarh will soon 
see raids by the ED and IT be-
cause MLAs of the ruling UPA 
coalition from neighbouring 
Jharkhand were staying at a re-
sort near Raipur.

The legislators of the JMM-
Congress-RJD coalition had 
stayed in the resort for six days 
before they were flown back to 
Ranchi on Sunday.

Commenting on the raids, 
Chhattisgarh Congress com-
munication wing’s chief Sushil 
Anand Shukla alleged the Modi 
government has been misusing 
the Central probe agencies.

“There are reports that raids 
are being carried out by I-T at 
the premises of some business-
men. The way the Modi gov-
ernment is misusing Central 
investigation agencies, a slogan 
‘kednra sarkar ke teen jamai 
(sons-in-law), ED, IT, and CBI’ 
has become common among 
people,” he said.

Shukla alleged the Modi gov-
ernment has misused the Central 
agencies against its political op-
ponents so much in the last eight 
years that even when I-T con-
ducts raids as part of the routine 
investigation it is also seen as a 
politically motivated exercise.

Some other searches were 
also understood to have been 

undertaken by the department 
on Wednesday.

Statement of Independent 
And Public-Spirited Media 
Foundation

This statement is being issued 
in response to media interest.

A team of income tax of-
ficials came for a “survey” to 
the Bengaluru office of the 
Foundation on Wednesday, 
September 7. They stayed till 
4.30 this morning, going through 
the papers and records of the 
Foundation and asking questions.

The Foundation’s staff were 
cooperative and answered all 
questions put to them on a 
wide range of matters. The of-
ficials took statements from 
three senior staff members. 
All laptops and mobile phones 
were taken for cloning data in 
them and returned last night.

All staff other than the CEO, 
Sunil Rajshekhar, were allowed 
to go home at various stages in 
the evening/night of September 
7, and asked to return the follow-
ing morning for further question-
ing. The CEO slept in the office for 
a few hours on the intervening 
night of September 7-8.

The Board of Trustees com-
pliments the staff on their good 
cheer and fortitude through the 
extended proceedings.

The IT officials were courte-
ous during their survey work.

The Foundation believes that 
its affairs are entirely in order. 
Some media reporting on the IT 
survey has linked it to foreign 
funding and the funding of po-
litical parties. We wish to make 
it clear that the Foundation has 
received no foreign funds at 
any stage, and has funded only 

media entities.
The Foundation believes in 

its mission of supporting in-
dependent and public-spirited 
media, and intends to continue 
its work.

Congress slams Centre over 
‘raids’ against CPR, Oxfam India, 
IPSMF

The Congress slammed the 
Centre over “raids” against 
some Delhi-based think-tanks 
alleging that it is a deliberate 
move to exterminate all inde-
pendent media and voices.

Congress general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh said it’s abso-
lutely atrocious that research & 
advocacy organisations, and in-
dependent charitable trusts like 
CPR, Oxfam, and IPSMF have 
been raided “at the behest of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit Shah.”

“It’s a deliberate move to ex-
terminate all independent me-
dia and voices!” Ramesh said in 
a video statement from here.

Another example of weap-
onisation of agencies to harass 
critical voices: Amnesty on I-T 
searches

A day after the Income Tax 
department conducted search-
es at premises of some NGOs, 
Amnesty International on 
Thursday said this is yet anoth-
er “blatant” example of how in-
vestigative agencies have been 
“weaponised” to harass and 
intimidate independent critical 
voices.

Indian authorities must im-
mediately stop these “tactics of 
repression” and ensure that civ-
il society organisations are able 
to operate without the fear of 
reprisal in the country, it said.

GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

SRINAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

LEFT RIVER WORKS DIVISION
CORRIGENDUM

Corrigendum to NIeT NO. 35 of 2022-23 DATED:-31-08-2022, for the work :Re-develop-
ment of SMC office compound at karan nagar Appearing at S.No.01 Issued under endorse-
ment No.SMC/EELRWD/1694-1730,Dated: 31-08-2022.

Please read the Administrative Approval No. 1103 of 2022, Dated: 23/08/2022 for the 
above mentioned work instead ofNo.1603 of 2022, Dated: 23/08/2022. This is in refer-
ence to the communication conveyed by the Joint Commissioner Works SMC vide No. 
SMC/JCW/SE/8151, Dated: 21-09-2022. 

      Sd/-
      Er. Sajad Ahmad Kawoosa,
DIPK-NB-4121/22  Executive Engineer,

                                                                                                                  Left River Works Division,
Srinagar Municipal Corporation.

No./SMC/EELRWD/2062-67     Dated:-26-SEP-2022.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
ESTATES DIVISION SRINAGAR

*B*

C O R R I G E N D U M 

            Please read nomenclature of work as, “Repair and renovation by way of tiling and construction 
of wardrobes to Set No. 119-P at Bemina’’.
Instead of
            Repair and renovation by way of tiling and construction of wardrobes to Set No. 199-P at Bemina. 
Advertised vide this office FRESH NIT No. 101/XEN/EDS/2022-23/ of 09/2022 falling at S. No. 4 and 
issued vide this office No: E-Tender/NIT/EDS/4767-77/2022/T-1 Dated: -22-09-2022

 Other terms and conditions shall remain same as already advertised.

No: -  4869-79/EDS/22/T-1
Dated: -27-09-2022        
                  Sd/-

                                                                                         Executive Engineer
DIPK-10917/22                                                    Estates Division Srinagar.

Drinking Coffee Linked With 
Enhanced Longevity, Study Finds
Press Trust Of India

Drinking two to three 
cups of coffee a day is 
associated with a longer 
lifespan and a lower risk 
of cardiovascular disease 
compared to avoiding the 
brew, a study has found.

A team at the Baker 
Heart and Diabetes Re-
search Institute, Australia, 
examined the link between 
types of coffee and incident 
arrhythmias or irregular 
heart beat, cardiovascular 
disease and death using 
data from the UK Biobank 
about adults between 40 
and 69 years of age.

"The results suggest 
that a mild to moderate 
intake of ground, instant 
and decaffeinated cof-
fee should be considered 
part of a healthy life-
style," said study author 
Professor Peter Kistler.

In the study, cardio-
vascular disease includ-
ed conditions such as 
coronary heart disease, 
congestive heart failure 
and ischaemic stroke.

The study, published 
in the European Journal 
of Preventive Cardiology, 
included 449,563 partici-
pants free of arrhythmias 
or other cardiovascular 
disease. The median age 
was 58 years and 55.3 per 
cent were women.

Outcome information 
was obtained from medi-
cal records and death 
records. The median fol-
low up was 12.5 years. All 
types of coffee were linked 

with a reduction in death 
risk from any cause, the 
researchers said.

The greatest risk re-
duction was seen with 
two to three cups per day, 
which compared to no 
coffee drinking was asso-
ciated with a 14 per cent, 
27 per cent and 11 per 
cent lower likelihood of 
death for decaffeinated, 
ground, and instant prep-
arations, respectively.

A total of 27,809 (6.2 per 
cent) participants died dur-
ing follow up.

"In this large, obser-
vational study, ground, 
instant and decaffeinated 
coffee were associated 
with equivalent reduc-
tions in the incidence of 

cardiovascular disease 
and death from cardio-
vascular disease or any 
cause," said Kistler.

Cardiovascular dis-
ease was diagnosed in 
43,173 (9.6 per cent) par-
ticipants during follow 
up. All coffee subtypes 
were associated with a 
reduction in cardiovas-
cular disease incidence.

Again, the lowest risk 
was observed with two to 
three cups a day, which 
compared to abstinence 
from coffee was associ-
ated with a 6 per cent, 20 
per cent, and 9 per cent 
reduced likelihood of car-
diovascular disease for 
decaffeinated, ground, in-
stant coffee, respectively.

An arrhythmia was 
diagnosed in 30,100 (6.7 
per cent ) participants 
during follow up.

Ground and instant 
coffee, but not decaffein-
ated, was associated with 
a reduction in arrhyth-
mias including atrial fi-
brillation, an irregular 
and often very rapid heart 
rhythm that can lead to 
blood clots in the heart.

Compared with non-
drinkers, the lowest 
risks were observed with 
four to five cups a day for 
ground coffee and two to 
three cups a day for in-
stant coffee, with 17 per 
cent and 12 per cent re-
duced risks, respectively.

"While caffeine is the 

most well-known constit-
uent in coffee, the bever-
age contains more than 
hundred biologically ac-
tive components.

"It is likely that the 
non-caffeinated com-
pounds were responsible 
for the positive relation-
ships observed between 
coffee drinking, cardio-
vascular disease and sur-
vival," said Kistler.

Participants were 
asked to complete a 
questionnaire asking 
how many cups of coffee 
they drank each day and 
whether they usually 
drank instant, ground 
(such as cappuccino or 
filtered coffee), or decaf-
feinated coffee.

They were then 
grouped into six daily in-
take categories, consist-
ing of none, less than one, 
one, two to three, four to 
five, and more than five 
cups per day.

The usual coffee type 
was instant in 198,062 
(44.1 per cent) partici-
pants, ground in 82,575 
(18.4 per cent), and decaf-
feinated in 68,416 (15.2 
per cent).

There were 100,510 
(22.4 per cent) non-coffee 
drinkers who served as 
the comparator group.

"Our findings indi-
cate that drinking mod-
est amounts of coffee 
of all types should not 
be discouraged but can 
be enjoyed as a heart 
healthy behaviour," Kis-
tler added.  

The results suggest that a mild to moderate 
intake of ground, instant and decaffeinated coffee should be 

considered part of a healthy lifestyle

Blood Test Could Predict People At Risk Of Long Covid: Lancet Study
Press Trust Of India

A 
blood test could predict if a per-
son infected with the SARS-CoV-2 
virus will develop long COVID, 
a study published in the Lancet 

eBioMedicine journal suggests.
Some people who have been infected 

with COVID-19 experience long-term effects 
from their infection, known as long COVID.

The researchers at University College 
London (UCL) in the UK analysed proteins 
in the blood of health care workers infected 
with SARS-CoV-2, comparing them to sam-
ples from those who had not been infected.

They found a dramatic difference in lev-
els of some of the proteins up to six weeks 
following infection, suggesting disruption 
to a number of important biological pro-
cesses.

Using an artificial intelligence (AI) al-
gorithm, the team identified a "signature" 
in the abundance of different proteins that 
successfully predicted whether or not the 
person would go on to report persistent 
symptoms a year after infection.

The researchers said that, if these find-
ings are repeated in a larger, independent 
group of patients, a test could potentially be 
offered alongside a polymerase chain reac-

tion (PCR) test that could predict people's 
likelihood of developing long COVID.

"Our study shows that even mild or as-
ymptomatic COVID-19 disrupts the profile 
of proteins in our blood plasma," said study 
lead author Gaby Captur from UCL.

"This means that even mild COVID-19 
affects normal biological processes in a dra-
matic way, up to at least six weeks after in-
fection," Captur said.

The method of analysis used in the 
study is readily available in hospitals and 
is high-throughput, meaning it can analyse 
thousands of samples in a short time.

If we can identify people who are likely 

to develop long COVID, this opens the door 
to trialling treatments such as antivirals at 
this earlier, initial infection stage, to see if 
it can reduce the risk of later long COVID," 
said study senior author Wendy Heywood 
from UCL.

The researchers analysed blood plasma 
samples from 54 health care workers who 
had PCR- or antibody-confirmed infection, 
taken every week for six weeks in spring 
2020.

They compared the samples with those 
taken over the same period from 102 health 
care workers who were not infected.

The researchers used targeted mass 

spectrometry, a form of analysis that is 
extremely sensitive to tiny changes in the 
amount of proteins in blood plasma, to look 
at how COVID-19 affected these proteins 
over the course of six weeks.

They found abnormally high levels of 12 
proteins out of the 91 studied among those 
infected by SARS-CoV-2.

The team found that at the time of first 
infection, abnormal levels of 20 proteins 
studied were predictive of persistent symp-
toms after one year.

Most of these proteins were linked to 
anti-clotting and anti-inflammatory pro-
cesses.
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Centre Gives 4% Hike 
In DA To Its Employees 
Ahead Of Diwali
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Ahead of Diwali 
festival, the Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday increased the dear-
ness allowance (DA) and dear-
ness relief by 4 per cent effective 
July 1, 2022, benefiting 41.85 lakh 
central government employees 
and 69.76 lakh pensioners.

The additional instalment of 
DA and dearness relief (DR) is an 
increase of 4 per cent over the ex-
isting rate of 34 per cent of basic 
pay/pension.

The combined impact on the 
exchequer on account of both 
DA and DR would be Rs 12,852.5 
crore per annum, said Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur while briefing re-
porters about the decisions of the 
Union Cabinet.

Central government employ-
ees and pensioners will become 
entitled to higher amount of DA 
and DR respectively, with effect 
from July 1, 2022, Thakur said.

The increase in the DA and DR 
is based on the percentage in-
crease in 12 monthly average of 

All India Consumer Price Index 
for the period ending June, 2022.

The impact of enhanced dear-
ness allowance to the employees 
on the exchequer is estimated at 
Rs 6,591.36 crore per annum and 
Rs 4,394.24 crore in 2022-23 (8 
months from July, 2022 to Febru-
ary, 2023).

In case of dearness relief, the 
impact would be Rs 6,261.20 

crore per annum and Rs 4,174.12 
crore in the current fiscal.

Railway minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, who was also present 
at the briefing, said that the bo-
nuses for rail employees are be-
ing processed and will be given 
by next week.

The bonuses are usually giv-
en to rail employees ahead of 
Dussehra.

Rupee Plunges 37 Paise To Close At 
All-Time Low Of 81.90 Against US Dollar
Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The rupee plunged 37 
paise to close at an all-time low 
of 81.90 (provisional) against 
the US dollar on Wednesday as 
the strengthening of the Ameri-
can currency overseas and risk-
averse sentiment among inves-
tors weighed on the local unit.

In the intra-day trade, the ru-
pee slipped below the 82-level 
for the first time against the 
American currency, as a negative 
trend in domestic equities and 
significant foreign fund outflows 
sapped investor appetite.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local cur-
rency opened at 81.90, then fell 
further to close at an all-time low 
of 81.90 against the American 
currency, registering a decline of 
37 paise over its previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee settled 
14 paise higher at 81.53 against 
the dollar.

The rupee has nose-dived to a 
fresh record low amid the risk-
averse mood in the markets, said 
Sugandha Sachdeva, Vice Presi-
dent - Commodity and Currency 
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

The slide in the domestic equi-
ties and a strong greenback get-
ting close to the crucial 115 mark, 

almost more than a 20-year high, 
also dragged the local unit down, 
Sachdeva added.

"The greenback has surged 
around 19.50 per cent for the 
year. Most of the Asian curren-
cies, including the local unit, are 
reeling under pressure amid the 
monetary tightening campaign 
in the West and concerns about 
a global economic slowdown," 
Sachdeva said.

Sachdeva further added that 
limited intervention by the RBI 
amid declining forex reserves is also 
leading to the current bout of sell-
ing spree witnessed in the rupee.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six 

currencies, advanced 0.43 per 
cent to 114.59.

According to experts, the focus 
will now shift to the RBI's meet-
ing this week, with its decision 
due on Friday.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude futures fell 0.41 per cent to 
USD 85.92 per barrel.

On the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the 30-share BSE Sensex 
dropped 509.24 points or 0.89 per 
cent to end at 56,598.28, while the 
broader NSE Nifty fell 148.80 points 
or 0.87 per cent to 16,858.60.

Foreign institutional investors 
were net sellers in the capital mar-
ket on Tuesday as they offloaded 
shares worth Rs 2,823.96 crore, as 
per exchange data.

RBI's Rate Setting Panel 
Starts Deliberations; 
Decision On Friday
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Reserve Bank's 
rate-setting panel on Wednes-
day started deliberations on 
the keenly awaited monetary 
policy amidst expectation of 50 
basis points hike in interest rate 
to check inflation and improve 
foreign capital inflow to arrest 
declining value of rupee against 
the US dollar.

The decision of RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das headed 
six-member Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) will be an-
nounced on September 30.

The government has tasked 
the central bank to ensure the 
consumer price index (CPI) re-
mains at 4 per cent with a mar-
gin of 2 per cent on either side, 
but retail inflation has stub-
bornly stayed above the RBI's 
comfort zone since January.

As per the latest data, the infla-
tion was at 7 per cent in August.

While inflation remains 
high, the Indian rupee is sliding 
sharply, the US dollar and was 
currently trading near 82 against 
the greenback. The rupee depre-
ciation has hastened following 
the US Fed raising their interest 
rate thrice by 75 basis point each 
in the recent past. Other major 
central banks too have become 
aggressive in raising rates.

The RBI, which has since May 
raised the repo rate by 140 basis 
points (bps), may yet again go 
for a 50-bps increase, which will 
take the key rate to a three-year 
high of 5.9 per cent, say experts. 
The present rate is 5.4 per cent.

Industry body Assocham said 
hike in policy interest rates by 
the RBI in the range of 35-50 
basis points seems unavoidable, 
given the tightening of rates by 
most of the central banks in-
cluding the US Federal Reserve.

"While the industry would 
like to see lower interest rates, 

the main challenge and the pri-
ority is to tackle inflation head-
on so that we have a sustainable 
growth," said chamber's Secre-
tary General Deepak Sood.

He said the accommodative 
stance by the RBI supported 
by several fiscal measures by 
the government had certainly 
helped the economy in a multi-
pronged manner.

Ramesh Nair, CEO, India and 
Managing Director, Market 
Development, Asia, Colliers 
expects the repo rates to see a 
further rise, as the government 
is trying to curb inflation levels.

"The current repo rates stand 
at 5.4 per cent with the rate 
hovering above pre-pandemic 
levels. Banks have begun raising 
loan interest levels as a result of 
higher repo rate," he said.

However, the upcoming fes-
tive season will spur sales as 
the developers are expected to 
offer attractive deals to home-
buyers and this could neutralise 
the impact of rising home loan 
rates to some extent, he added.

Besides inflation, the RBI is 
also likely to come out with steps 
to shore up foreign capital in-
flows to check the declining value 
of the rupee against the US dollar. 
Forex reserves have declined by 
USD 86 billion to USD 546 billion 
(from their highs last year).

A SBI research report said 
the Indian markets have, how-
ever, performed much better. 
Specifically, the rupee has been 
holding remarkably well with 
RBI intervention supporting it 
in the market.

"This is in sharp contrast to 
the 2013 taper tantrum cri-
sis when the rupee witnessed 
significant volatility for a pro-
longed stretch of time. We be-
lieve that it might be better for 
RBI to allow the rupee to depre-
ciate a bit, finding its natural 
balance," it said.

GST Revenue In September 
Likely At Rs 1.45 Lakh Cr

THE GREENBACK HAS SURGED AROUND 19.50 PER CENT for 
the year. Most of the Asian currencies, including the local unit, 

are reeling under pressure amid the monetary tightening campaign in 
the West and concerns about a global economic slowdown." 

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) revenue mop-up in 
September is expected to be 
around Rs 1.45 lakh crore, an 
official said. The collection has 
been over Rs 1.4 lakh crore since 
March and in August it was Rs 
1.43 lakh crore.

"The collection in September 
is likely to be little more than Rs 
1.45 lakh crore. Improved busi-
ness activity is expected to yield 
better collections in coming 
months," the official said.

Official revenue figures will 
be released on October 1.

The mop-up in September 
last year was Rs 1.17 lakh crore.

The official further said as per 
estimates, the average yearly 
revenue from GST in 2022-23 
is expected to be around Rs 1.55 
lakh crore.

The collection in April was 
at a record high of Rs 1.68 lakh 
crore. In May, GST revenue was 
Rs 1.41 lakh crore, in June Rs 
1.44 lakh crore, Rs 1.49 lakh 
crore (July) and Rs 1.43 lakh 
crore (August).

Govt Extends 
Free Ration Scheme For 
Poor By 3 Months
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- Ahead of assembly 
elections in Gujarat and Him-
achal Pradesh, the government 
on Wednesday extended by 
three months its programme to 
provide free rations to the poor 
at a cost of Rs 44,762 crore as 
it looked to ease pain from high 
inflation.

The scheme to provide 5 kg 
of wheat and rice free of cost 
to 80 crore poor every month, 
which was ending on Friday, 
will now run through Decem-
ber 31, 2022, I&B Minister An-
urag Thakur said.

The Union Cabinet headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in a meeting on Wednesday de-
cided to extend the scheme by 
three months, he said.

The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kaly-
an Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) was 
started in April 2020 to help the 
poor whose livelihoods were shut-
tered by a nationwide lockdown 
aimed at containing the spread of 
the Coronavirus. The scheme has 
been extended multiple times and 
was to end on Friday.

"At a time when the world 
is battling with the effects of 
Covid on its decline and inse-
curity due to various reasons, 
India has been successfully 
maintaining food security for 
its vulnerable sections while 
taking necessary steps to keep 
availability and affordability for 
common man," an official state-
ment said.

"Recognising that people 
have gone through a difficult 
period of pandemic, govern-
ment has decided to extend 

PMGKAY for a period of three 
months so that poor and vul-
nerable sections of society are 
supported for the forthcoming 
major festivals."

Under this scheme, 5 kg 
of foodgrain per person per 
month is provided free of cost 
for all the beneficiaries covered 
under the National Food Secu-
rity Act (NFSA).

Thakur said the government 
has so far spent Rs 3.45 lakh 
crore on the PMGKAY scheme 
since its launch in April 2020.

With the additional expendi-
ture of about Rs 44,762 crore for 
the latest extension, the overall 
expenditure of the PMGKAY 
will be about Rs 3.91 lakh crore 
for all the phases, he said.

Thakur said 122 lakh 
tonne (12.2 million tonne) of 
foodgrains will be given out 
free of cost in the three months 
from October 1.

The total allocation of 
foodgrain for phases I-VII will 
reach about 1,121 lakh tonne 
(112.1 million tonne).

The sixth extension pro-poor 
scheme comes ahead of as-
sembly elections in Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh and also at a 
time when food inflation is rul-
ing at a high level.

Ensure Hassle-Free 
Movement Of Fruit Trucks On 
Highway: KCCI To J&K Admin

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Kashmir Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI) on Wednesday appealed 
to the administration to ensure 
hassle-free movement of fruit-
laden trucks on the Srinagar-
Jammu national highway.

"We appeal to the govern-
ment to ensure free movement 
of trucks. The government 
should ensure a mechanism so 
that the movement of the trucks 
goes on smoothly for the whole 
season," KCCI president Sheikh 
Aashiq told reporters here.

Aashiq said the economy of 
the Kashmir Valley will con-
tinue to suffer till the highway 

issue is resolved.
"We had raised this demand 

with the Parliamentary del-
egation (which visited J-K last 
year) that the national highway 
is an issue and until and unless 
it is not resolved, our economy 
will continue to suffer," he said.

Fruit growers in Kashmir on 
Monday held a demonstration 
here against the alleged stop-
ping of apple-laden trucks by 
authorities at various places 
along the national highway en 
route to terminal markets in 
the country.

The J-K administration has 
dismissed the allegations, say-
ing the trucks were halted due 
to natural causes.

Spike In Oil Price Breaking 
India's Back: Jaishankar

Press Trust Of India

Washington: India is deeply con-
cerned over the spike in the price 
of oil due to the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict and it is "breaking our 
back," External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar has said.

Addressing a joint press confer-
ence with US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken after holding bi-
lateral talks at the Department of 
State, Jaishankar on Tuesday said 
there is a very deep concern among 
developing countries about how 
their energy needs are addressed.

Speaking about the Ukraine war, 
he said: "We have taken the position 
privately, publicly, confidentially 
and consistently that this conflict is 
not in anybody's interest." The best 
way forward is to return to dialogue 
and diplomacy, he said.

"Look, we have concerns about 
the price of oil but we are a USD 
2,000 per capita economy. When 
the price of oil is breaking our back 
and it's our big concern," he said 
while responding to a question on 
a price cap on Russian oil initiated 
by the G7 countries.

"On the price cap, we had a 
brief discussion on it this morn-

ing. More technical people are en-
gaged between the two systems on 
this particular subject," Jaishankar 
said, acknowledging that the price 
cap issue came up during his talks 
with Blinken.

He pointed out that in the last 
few months, the energy markets 
are already under very great stress.

Countries in the Global South 
have found it difficult to compete 
for limited energy, not just in terms 
of pricing, escalating pricing, but of-
ten in terms of availability. There are 
tenders countries have had tenders 
for which they don't even get a reply 
from suppliers, Jaishankar said.

"Our concern right now is that 
energy markets already under 

stress must soften up. We would 
judge any situation frankly by how 
it affects us and other countries in 
the global south. There is a very 
deep concern among developing 
countries about how their energy 
security needs are addressed or 
not," Jaishankar said.

India's crude oil imports from 
Russia have jumped over 50 times 
since April and now it makes up 
for 10 per cent of all crude bought 
from overseas.

Russian oil made up for just 0.2 
per cent of all oil imported by India 
prior to the Ukraine war.

The Western countries are grad-
ually bringing down their energy 
purchases from Russia following 
its attack on Ukraine.

With sanctions imposed by 
Western nations making a scant 
impact on Russia, the G-7 coun-
tries and the European Union have 
mooted an oil price cap on Russian 
crude and refined products to limit 
Kremlin's revenues.

Earlier this month, a statement 
issued by G-7 Finance Ministers 
said the price cap was specifically 
designed to reduce Russian rev-
enues and its ability to fund the 
Ukraine war.

Stakeholders Convergence 
Meet On GST Held
Observer News Service

UDHAMPUR- Continuing the 
month-long initiative, Com-
missioner State Taxes, Dr. 
Rashmi Singh Wednesday in-
teracted with the Trade & In-
dustry associations of district 
Udhampur & Reasi.

The Commissioner State 
Taxes appealed the general 
public/citizens to perform 
their duty by paying taxes as 
the Tax collected is used by 
the government for carrying 
out various welfare schemes 
which further contributes in 
Nation building.

Welcoming the suggestions 
from Trade unions/Industry 
associations/CAs, the Commis-
sioner State Taxes, assured to 
establish the GST Facilitation 
Centre (GST Suvidha Kendra) 
to provide a dedicated help-
desk & support system to Tax-
payers.

Additional Commissioner 
State Taxes, Nitu Gupta, while 
addressing the association 
members, appealed the  trad-
ers & industrialists to follow 
policy decisions & GST im-
plications to increase the tax 
base .She also laid emphasis 

through the representatives 
of association to get the trad-
ers registered if their turn-
over is above 20 lakhs in case 
of services & 40 lakhs in case 
of goods,to avoid tax evasion 
,and urged the trade unions to 
ensure that goods and convey-
ances in transit must be ac-
companied by valid document.

Additional Commissioner, 
Tax Planning, Ankita Kar invit-
ed the proposals from Trade & 
Industry associations for con-
sidering it in policy matters.

The trade bodies and par-
ticipants from industries ex-
pressed gratitude towards the 
department for organizing 
such an interactive session 
and asked for more such in-
teractions and awareness pro-
grammes in future.

The meeting was attended 
by Anil Kumar Chandail JKAS 
DC Enforcement North Ud-
hampur, Bal Krishan JKAS DC 
Judicial, Waseem Raja JKAS 
AC State Taxes Department. 
Among trade associations, the 
representatives present were :

The interaction concluded 
with a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on recent amendments in 
GST & road ahead.

Sensex Skids For Sixth Day 
To Close Below 57k
Press Trust Of India

Mumbai-  BSE benchmark 
Sensex spiralled lower for the 
sixth consecutive session on 
Wednesday to finish below the 
57,000-level, weighed by heavy 
selling in metal, banking and 
finance stocks amid a sell-off in 
global equities.

A depreciating rupee and con-
tinued foreign capital outflows 
also affected the market senti-
ment, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell 
509.24 points or 0.89 per cent 
to settle at 56,598.28. During the 
day, it tanked 621.85 points or 
1.08 per cent to 56,485.67.

Similarly, the broader NSE 
Nifty declined 148.80 points or 
0.87 per cent to end at 16,858.60.

ITC was the top laggard in the 
Sensex pack, shedding 2.97 per 
cent, followed by Axis Bank, Re-
liance Industries, Tata Steel, In-
dusInd Bank, State Bank of India, 
and HDFC twins.

On the other hand, Asian Paints, 
Sun Pharma, Dr Reddy's and Pow-
er Grid were among the winners.

"Domestic equity continued its 
downfall in sync with its global 
peers. Markets across the globe 
are seeing extreme volatility as 

fear of an economic downturn 
weighed on investors' sentiments. 
Back home aggressive FIIs selling 
in recent sessions, the upcoming 
RBI MPC meeting and the month-
ly derivatives expiry on Thursday 
are keeping investors on edge.

"Nifty gave up its key sup-
port levels and drifted below 
17k zones. In the near term, the 
market is expected to remain 
under pressure due to global 
uncertainty. However mixed 
trends across sectors would con-
tinue to offer stock-specific op-
portunities, especially in auto, 
consumption with the ongo-
ing festive season," Siddhartha 
Khemka, Head - Retail Research, 
Motilal Oswal Financial Services 
Ltd, said.

In the broader market, the BSE 
midCap gauge declined 0.47 per 
cent and smallcap index dipped 
0.43 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral in-
dices, the metal fell by 2.32 per 
cent, bank (1.52 per cent), finan-
cial services (1.31 per cent), en-
ergy (1.09 per cent), commodi-
ties (1.06 per cent) and realty 
(0.76 per cent).

Healthcare, IT, consumer dis-
cretionary and teck were among 
the gainers.
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SSP Removed
of the post till further orders, the order 

read.
The Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, 

Pandurang K Pole on Tuesday said almost 
all Jammu bound trucks were cleared 
and normal traffic on the 270-km stra-
tegic Jammu-Srinagar National Highway 
has been restored.

The highway, the only all weather 
road linking Kashmir with rest of the 
country, witnessed frequent disrup-
tions past week owing to shooting of 
stones from a hillock overlooking the 
arterial road at Cafeteria-Mehar sector 
in Ramban district.

On Monday, the fruit growers of 
Kashmir staged a demonstration in 
Srinagar against the alleged failure of 
the administration to facilitate hassle-
free movement of the trucks along the 
highway en route to terminal markets 
of the country.

The political parties also criti-
cised the administration for the fruit 
growers’ plight with PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti threatening to block 
the Srinagar-Jammu national high-
way if their vehicles are not allowed a 
smooth passage.

“Lakhs of people depend on this 
(fruit trade), they have taken loans, 
they have taken money from Delhi’s 
mandis. Who will give them that mon-
ey? Will you?” former chief minister 
Mehbooba had said in Shopian.

“So, I warn the government if you 
don’t open the road for trucks, then I 
along with others will block the na-
tional highway,” she said.

National Conference president and 
former chief minister Farooq Abdullah 
also criticised the administration for 
“miserably failing” in ensuring smooth 
movement of fruit-laden trucks and 
said it will have a “devastating, crip-
pling effect” on the UT’s economy.
DC Ramban

attended by SSP Mohita Sharma and 
PRI members.

The spokesperson said that several 
issues of public importance and griev-
ances were raised by the PRI mem-
bers and civil society members of the 
area, besides discussing the issues 
of smooth flow of traffic on National 
highway.

During the Block Diwas meeting, 
he said, the issues pertaining to traf-
fic management were discussed with 
Beopar Mandal Banihal in detail.

He further said that the people pro-
jected various demands including pro-
vision of parking area in the Banihal 
town, sprinkling of water on roads 
in the to overcome the problem of 
dust and traffic jamming, augmenta-
tion of water supply, road connectiv-
ity to uncovered areas,  execution of 
MGNREGA works and  construction of 
JJM schemes proposed for the area.

“The DC directed the SDM and 
Traffic Police to implement the or-
der of no Parking Zone, especially in 
Banihal town to provide safe passage 
to fruit carrying vehicles,” the spokes-
person said.

Responding to the issue of parking 
in Banihal area, he said, the DC passed 
on the spot direction to the ADC to 
identify a suitable land for the same.

“He also inspected proposed space 
for parking and monitored the traffic 
regulation for smooth traffic move-
ment on NH-44,” the spokesperson 
said.

“He directed the concerned to re-
move all the encroachments along the 
footpath in Banihal town. The DC and 
SSP also reviewed the transportation 
of nomads through trucks arranged by 
ARTO Ramban,” he added.

While speaking on the occasion, the 
spokesperson said that SSP briefed 
about the traffic scenario in the 
district.

“She appealed to the general public 
to cooperate with the police and traffic 
department for hassle free movement 
of the traffic as well as nomads. She 

directed the DySP Traffic to take strict 
action against the violators, especially 
in Banihal town,” he added.

SC Closes PIL
A bench comprising Chief Justice 

Uday Umesh Lalit and Justices S 
Ravindra Bhat and J B Pardiwala re-
ferred to the change of the status of 
the state to a Union Territory and said 
now the rules and legal provisions ap-
plicable to any UT will be applicable to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

“In view of the developments which 
have taken up since the filing of the 
writ petition, we permit the petition-
ers to withdraw the petition with fur-
ther liberty to take or initiate appro-
priate proceedings in a manner known 
to law, the bench said.

Today, it is a Union Territory. What 
is prevalent in other UTs should apply, 
ipso facto (by the fact itself) here also, 
the bench said.

The PIL was then dismissed as 
withdrawn.

CCTV Cams Helped
the abducted child,” he said.
He, however, admitted that it was 

the network of CCTV cameras that 
proved helpful in tracing the abductor 
and subsequent recovery of the baby.

“All our official (CCTV) cameras 
installed in the town are functional 
round-the-clock. Cameras have become 
an essential part of the investigations,” 
he said, requesting the locals to install 
CCTV cameras at their places or repair 
those which have developed faults.

The officer said, “We need to stay 
alert to frustrate the evil designs of 
anti-national and anti-social elements 
whose activities can prove harmful 
to communal harmony. Cameras are 
needed to keep a watch and for im-
mediate action to stop such types of 
activities.”

Identifying the culprit as a local 
woman Shabnam Begum, the SSP said 
she befriended the child’s mother at 
the hospital where she had gone for 
treatment and after winning her trust 
she offered her help by holding the 
child till the mother returned with the 
registration slip.

“As she saw the child’s mother join-
ing the queue for the registration slip, 
she left with the child within a minute 
and took narrow lanes to escape the 
scene,” Bhat said.

“We were lucky that even these 
lanes are covered with CCTV cameras,” 
he said, adding the hiding place of the 
woman was one km away from the 
hospital.

He said the accused, who herself is 
a mother, was earlier married to a ter-
rorist in Gandoh area of Doda but after 
his killing in an encounter remarried 
in Banihal area of Ramban district but 
later got a divorce from her second 
husband.

“She mostly lives in Kishtwar, 
Jammu, and reportedly also visits 
Kashmir. As per the preliminary inves-
tigation, she was reportedly planning 
to take the child to Kashmir. The mo-
tive behind her crime is under investi-
gation,” Bhat said.

Asking people not to panic follow-
ing the incident, he said police are ful-
ly alert and are keeping a close watch 
on the criminal activities.

“There is one more suspicious char-
acter lady who was not arrested...we 
have received calls from police sta-
tions across J&K after solving this case. 
She might have the knowledge about 
the other lady and we are investigat-
ing,” he said.

Some more suspected people, relat-
ed to the arrested woman, were called 
for questioning, the officer said.

Asked about the influx of outsid-
ers in Kishtwar, the SSP said they are 
keeping a close watch on all such 
people, and those who do not possess 
proper identification are being sent 
back.

SIA Raids In

the officials said, adding further 
probe in the matter is on.

J&K Adds 13
them include 2352 from Jammu di-

vision and 2433 from the Valley.
Besides, they said, 25 Covid-19 pa-

tients recovered during the last 24 
hours—eight from Jammu division and 
17 from Kashmir Valley. There are now 
133 active cases— 46 in Jammu and 87 
in Kashmir.

Couple Among
at Batamaloo after meeting her near 

Bakshi Stadium here.
At the room, the spokesperson said, 

the woman started levelling false al-
legations at Rather, while three other 
men (associates of the lady) forcibly 
entered the room and started making 
a video.

“Then she along with her accom-
plices started blackmailing him and he 
fell prey into a well planned conspira-
cy of sextortion,” he said.

In this regard a case FIR No. 76/2022 
U/S 34, 384, 120-B, 506 IPC was reg-
istered in Police Station Shergarhi and 
investigation was set into motion, he 
said.

The police identified the accused as 
Shaista Bashir alias Saba, her husband 
Aijaz Ahmad Ganaie and Jahangir 
Ahmad Dar of Pethpohru Handwara. 
All of them have been arrested in the 
instant case.

 “There are some other victims of 
this gang and more arrests are also 
expected in the instant case and inves-
tigation is going on,” the spokesperson 
said.

CONTINUE FROM PAGE 3
Ageing Hearts

ago. Till 2018, Srinagar’s SMHS and 
SKIMS hospital were handling 4-5 heart 
attack patients daily in the summer and 
fall months. However, that trend has 
changed now. Today, the number of such 
cases has grown to 10-15 patients per day. 
And due to lack of awareness, many pa-
tients are still ignoring the early symptoms 
of an attack, which if not treated at an ap-
propriate time, can lead to a permanent 
heart damage. This is an alarming trend.

What’re the specific factors con-
tributing to this fatal wave?

Rapid urbanization and newly adopted 
fast-life are some of its contributing fac-
tors. But this is a global phenomenon and 
Kashmir can’t be seen in isolation. Most of 
Kashmir’s villages have adopted the ur-
ban lifestyle. More comfortable life means 
more threat to the heart. Among the 
obvious changes, city life has less physi-
cal activity posing threat to our heart. At 
the same time, our life has become very 
competitive now. Late nights, sedentary 
life, stress of competition, deadlines, no 
time for relaxation, processed and ultra-
processed food and fast food have all be-
come a norm. And that goes along with 
the fact that there is less time for exercise 
and less time for your own stuff. In addi-
tion to that, smoking and drug abuse have 
also contributed to this fatal wave.

How much is situational stress and 
lifestyle responsible for this fatality?

One important reason attributed to 
the spike in heart ailments is stress. 
Even a global intra-heart survey sug-
gests that psycho-social stress could 
raise your risk of heart attack and 
stroke. It’s quite evident in Kashmir 
that acute exposure to stress has in-
creased initiation and escalation of 
drug use and smoking among our peo-
ple, especially youngsters. Underlying 
diseases such as hypertension and 
diabetes when exposed to stress can 
easily increase the risks manifold. 
Fifty percent of heart-attack patients 
that we receive have a history of 
stress varying from financial stress to 
unemployment stress to situational 
stress. And our new lifestyle choices 

have also exposed us to such fatal at-
tacks. We’ve a very sedentary lifestyle, 
which increases our obesity, subse-
quently exposing us to such attacks. 
Sweet dishes, carbonated drinks and 
bakery items act as a poison and ex-
pose the heart to fatal risks.

Which age group is vulnerable to 
such attacks and why?

I would say people over 60 years 
are more vulnerable to heart attacks. 
On an average, this age-group has 
absolutely no physical activity which 
makes them vulnerable. Another rea-
son is that the elderly people with un-
derlying cardiovascular and diabetic 
conditions are prone to these attacks 
especially in winters. We consider it a 
matter of pride if our elders use cars to 
travel around but we’ve to understand 
that less physical activity increases the 
threat to their heart. But, this doesn’t 
mean that youngsters are not vulner-
able. They may call themselves young 
but their heart has already grown old 
due to various factors. Their vascular 
age also rapidly increases which also 
surges the risk of fatal attacks.

Since young are increasingly fall-
ing prey to heart attacks, what needs 
to be done?

We have to change our lifestyle 
starting exactly from adding physical 
activity in our day to day schedule. 
We’ve to be physically very active. 
We’ve to contain smoking and drug 
abuse in our population. The tribe of 
smokers has also seen a rapid surge in 
recent years which is extremely wor-
rying. And our youth believes in short-
cut methods to achieve their goals. 
That needs to end. See, if someone has 
worked for 12 years, earns a lucrative 
salary and owns an expensive car, we 
tend to achieve the same status in just 
2 or 3 years. And when we fail, stress 
pushes us into drugs and cigarettes 
which increases risk of heart attacks. 
So, all these things have to be imple-
mented for a safe and secure life.

BJP Sees Opportunity
completed in the month of 

December this year. Once the final vot-
er list is out, the Election Commission 
of India will take a call for conducting 
polls in J&K.” Koul added.

When asked about the poll strategy 
for the Kashmir valley, Koul said the 
rally of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will explain it all.

“The rally will tell the world that BJP 
won the hearts of Kashmiris,” he added.

He further explained that tourism in 
the Valley is back and people are get-
ting a lot of benefits.

“Be it Shikarawala, Autowala, Paper 
Machie artists or anyone who is associat-
ed with tourism, they are happy because 
the tourists from all over the country are 
visiting Kashmir,” Koul added.

It may be noted, Shah is likely to visit 
Jammu and Kashmir to address two 
mega rallies in Rajouri of Jammu region 
and Baramulla district of North Kashmir.

Pertinently, in May 2022, the 
Delimitation Commission formed by 
the Central Government recommend-
ed seven additional constituencies — 
six for Jammu and one for Kashmir — 
taking the total number of seats in the 
UT to 90 from 83 earlier.

The commission increased the num-
ber of seats in the Jammu Division to 
43 from 37 seats earlier, and that in the 
Kashmir Valley to 47 from 46 earlier.

In 2014, BJP had won 25 assembly 
seats from Jammu, when the region 
had 37 assembly constituencies.

States, UTs
were also declared banned under 

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA) include Rehab India 
Foundation, Campus Front of India, 
All India Imams Council, National 
Confederation of Human Rights 
Organisation, National Women’s 

Front, Junior Front, Empower India 
Foundation and Rehab Foundation, 
Kerala.

More than 150 people allegedly 
linked with PFI were detained or ar-
rested in raids across seven states on 
Tuesday, five days after a similar pan-
India crackdown against the 16-year-
old group had led to the arrest of over 
a hundred of its activities and seizure 
of several dozen properties.

In a late Tuesday night notification, 
the Union Home Ministry said some 
PFI founding members are leaders 
of the Students Islamic Movement 
of India (SIMI) and the PFI has link-
ages with Jamat-ul-Mujahideen 
Bangladesh (JMB). Both JMB and SIMI 
are proscribed organisations.

It said there had been many instanc-
es of international linkages of PFI with 
global terrorist groups such as the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). 
(With PTI inputs)

Khatana Takes
the Vice President Secretariat said 

on Twitter.

Govt’s Agenda
mainstream is the agenda of the 

government and the Army is aligned 
to it, because it will take the youth on 
the path of development and peace. 
The enemy will not succeed in its 
agenda”.

He said the Army organises educa-
tional, sports and cultural initiatives to 
provide opportunities to the youth so 
that they do not fall into the trap of radi-
calisation being initiated by the adver-
sary through social media campaigns.

Attacking Pakistan, he said the 
country launched the “thousand cuts” 
plan to disturb peace in Jammu and 
Kashmir in the 1990s.

“They wanted to bleed India through 
a thousand cuts but the troops of the 
White Knight Corps stood up against 
it. Today, we see peace progress and 
development in Jammu region. One 
thousand terrorists have been killed in 
the region since then,” he said.

Replying to another question about 
the challenges that the Army is facing, 
he said, narcotics are being smuggled 
from across the border in addition to 
weapons and infiltration bids.

The Army is capable to stop it and 
has a surveillance grid, fencing and 
soldiers performing 24-hour duties so 
that the enemy is not able to infiltrate, 
he said.

The second challenge is the enemy 
using vulnerable points on the LoC for 
infiltration, he said.

“Pakistan is trying to infiltrate ter-
rorists, and smuggle ammunition 
and narcotics. But we have a counter-
terrorism grid to ensure the terror-
ists are eliminated,” he said, adding 
that it was a “good thing” that the 
people of the south of Pirpanchal were 
“anti-militants”.

“We have seen no support (for ter-
rorists) from the population and this is 
a healthy sign for us. We want to en-
cash on it,” he added.

“So far, the violence in Jammu is 
significantly low. We have a strong 
anti-infiltration grid and we are con-
centrating on securing the hinterlands 
for which we have a strong anti-terror 
grid,” he said.

On the issue of use of drones by 
Pakistan to drop weapons and narcot-
ics here, he said the phenomenon is 
more common in Punjab.

“There is less sighting of drones in 
our (White Knight Corps) areas and we 
suspect the ones seen here are a re-
connaissance by the enemy, hence we 
are soon getting an anti-drone mecha-
nism,” he said.

“We have our plans. Equipment is 
coming in order to foil drone threats,” 
he said.

Lt Gen Anil
serving as the military adviser in the 

National Security Council Secretariat 
headed by NSA Ajit Doval.

“The government has decided to 
appoint Lt General Anil Chauhan 
(Retired) as the next Chief of Defence 
Staff (CDS) who shall also function 
as Secretary to Government of India, 
Department of Military Affairs with 
effect from the date of his assumption 
of charge and until further orders,” the 
defence ministry said in a statement.

On September 10, Lt Gen Chauhan 
(retd) attended a ceremony to rename 
the strategically key Kibithu military 
garrison on the banks of Lohit Valley 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
in Arunachal Pradesh after first CDS 
Gen Rawat.

Born on May 18, 1961, Lt Gen Anil 
Chauhan was commissioned into the 
11 Gorkha Rifles of the Indian Army in 
1981.

In a career spanning over nearly 40 
years, Lt Gen Anil Chauhan (retd) held 
several command, staff and instru-
mental appointments and had exten-
sive experience in counter-insurgency 
operations in Jammu and Kashmir and 
Northeast India.

Lt Gen Chauhan retired from the 
service in May last year when he 
was serving as the eastern Army 
Commander.

As the Eastern Army Commander, 
he played a significant role in bolster-
ing India’s overall combat readiness 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
in Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
sectors.

He is an alumnus of the National 
Defence Academy, Khadakwasla and 
Indian Military Academy, Dehradun.

In the rank of Maj General, the of-
ficer had commanded an Infantry 
Division in the critical Baramulla sec-
tor in the Northern Command.

Later as Lt General, he commanded 
a corps in the Northeast and subse-
quently went to become the General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the 
Eastern Command from September 
2019 and held the charge until his re-
tirement from the service in May 2021.

In addition to these command ap-
pointments, the officer also tenanted 
important staff appointments includ-
ing the charge of Director General of 
Military Operations. Earlier, the officer 
had also served as a United Nations 
mission to Angola.

As CDS, Lt Gen Chauhan (retd) will 
face the challenge of implementing 
the government’s ambitious plan to 
ensure tri-services synergy through 
setting up of theatre commands.

For his distinguished and illustrious 
service in the Army, Lt General Anil 
Chauhan (retired) was awarded the 
Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Uttam Yudh 
Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, 
Sena Medal and Vishisht Seva Medal.

The post of CDS has been lying va-
cant since the death of Gen Rawat 
along with his wife Madhulika Rawat 
and 12 others in a helicopter crash on 
December 8 last year.

On January 1 2020, Gen Rawat took 
charge as India’s first CDS with a man-
date to bring convergence in the func-
tioning of the Army, the Navy and the 
Indian Air Force and bolster the coun-
try’s overall military prowess.

Another key mandate of the CDS was 
to facilitate the restructuring of military 
commands for optimal utilisation of re-
sources by bringing about jointness in 
operations, including through the es-
tablishment of theatre commands.

In June, the government amended 
rules paving the way for appointment 
of any serving or retired Lt General, Air 
Marshal and Vice Admiral under the 
age of 62 to the post of CDS.

The change in rules allowed three-
star officers to become the CDS along 
with serving chiefs of the three services.

However, the age limit of 62 years for 
officers to be considered for the post of 
CDS ruled out a number of officers.

While the age-limit for the three 
Service chiefs is 62 years of age or three 
years of service, whichever is earlier, 
the age limit for the CDS is 65 years of 
age with no fixed tenure defined.

Palestinians: At Least 4 Killed 
In Israeli Raid In West Bank
Agencies

Jenin Refugee Camp (West 
Bank): At least four 
Palestinians were killed and 

44 others wounded during an 
Israeli military raid in the oc-
cupied West Bank town of Jenin 
on Wednesday, the Palestinian 
Health Ministry reported, the 
latest in a series of deadly Israeli 
operations in the occupied 
territory.

Israeli forces said they fatally 
shot two Palestinians they had 
been sent to arrest in the Jenin 
refugee camp over their sus-
pected involvement in recent 
shooting attacks.

When soldiers surrounded a 
house in the camp, an explosive 
device detonated, a gunfight 
ensued and Israeli troops killed 
the two Palestinians, the mili-
tary said.

During the raid, armed 

clashes broke out in the camp 
as militants hurled rocks and 
opened fire at arriving troops. 
The violence killed another two 
Palestinians and wounded at 
least 44 others, the Palestinian 
Health Ministry said.

Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah party 
identified one of the men killed 
in the clashes as a 24-year-old 

Palestinian intelligence officer 
named Ahmed Alawneh.

The party called for protests 
and a general strike in the West 
Bank over what it described as a 
dangerous escalation.

Jenin in the northern West 
Bank  long considered a bas-
tion of Palestinian militancy 
and frequent flashpoint for 
violence  is governed by the 

Palestinian Authority like most 
other Palestinian urban centers, 
even though the Israeli military 
routinely carries out arrest raids 
in the area.

Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a spokes-
man for Abbas, denounced 
the raid, saying Israel's policy 
of escalation will not deliver 
legitimacy, security or stabil-
ity, whether in the Islamic and 
Christian holy sites or in Jenin."

Israel's stepped-up military 
activities in the West Bank fol-
low a surge in Palestinian at-
tacks inside Israel last spring.

Israel identified one of 
the Palestinians killed in 
Wednesday's raid as Rahman 
Hazam, the brother of a 
Palestinian gunman who at-
tacked a bar in central Tel Aviv 
last April and was killed by 
police.

Footage Wednesday showed 
giant plumes of smoke 

Chief Secretary Reviews 
Working Of Cooperative Dept
Asks Department To Focus On Convergence With 
Agriculture Allied Sectors For Sustained Gains
Observer News Service

Jammu: Chief Secretary, Dr. 
Arun K Mehta chaired a meet-
ing Wednesday to review 
the working of Cooperative 
Department.

The meeting was attended 
by Secretary Cooperatives, 
Yasha Mudgal alongwith the 
officers of the department. 
Registrar Cooperative Societies 
also attended the meeting 
through virtual mode.

The Chief Secretary urged 
the department for improving 
digital footprint in the cooper-
ative sector along with explor-
ing convergence in sectors like 
dairy, horticulture, fisheries, 
agriculture etc. with other de-
partments for sustained gains.

Earlier during her presenta-
tion, Secretary, Cooperatives 

informed about the financial 
position of eight Cooperative 
Banks in terms of CRAR, NPA 
and CD ratio. It was informed 
that for improving the CRAR 
of the Cooperative banks as 
per the RBI norms, the targets 
have already been assigned 
to the concerned Banks and 
the recovery of NPAs has also 
improved during the last one 
year.

The total NPAs recovered 
during 2021-2022 was to the 
tune of Rs.45 Cr.

Yasha stated that out 
of 8 Cooperative Banks, 7 
Cooperative Banks are already 
on CBS platform (Core banking 
System) having net banking fa-
cility and SMS alert and some 
of the Cooperative Banks also 
have ATMs and mobile banking 
Facilities.
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World Cup Watch: European 
Giants Showing Flaws Before Qatar

Agencies

LONDON: All roads now lead to Qatar.
With the conclusion of the group stage 

of the Nations League, Europe’s top foot-
ball countries have played their final com-
petitive games ahead of the World Cup.

Here’s how things are shaping up for 
a continent that has provided the last four 
winners of the World Cup.

Spoiler alert: it could be better.

FRANCE
Defending World Cup champion 

France has won just one of its last six 
matches, its worst record in the buildup 
to a World Cup since 1958. It’s difficult to 
draw conclusions from its last two Nations 
League matches, though, since France had 
14 players out injured. 

If there were hopes the new genera-
tion of French midfielders was ready to 
take over in case Paul Pogba and N’Golo 
Kanté don’t recover in time for the World 
Cup, they may have been dashed. Eduardo 
Camavinga endured a disastrous first half 
in the 2-0 loss to Denmark and he might 
be fighting for his squad place. Adrien Ra-

biot, Youssouf Fofana and Aurelien Tch-
ouaméni are better placed in coach Didier 
Deschamps’ pecking order even if there 
are still concerns. 

ENGLAND
If France’s form is troubling, Eng-

land’s is even worse. Make that six games 

without a victory for England, the team’s 
longest winless run since 1993. Never has 
England entered a major tournament on 
such a streak. 

The goodwill toward coach Gareth 
Southgate and some of his players, notably 
Harry Maguire, has dipped among fans 
and the media. Crucially, there are a num-
ber of players either not playing enough 
for their clubs or simply out of form — and 
Southgate has suggested he will keep faith 
with them in Qatar because they have 
built up enough credit with him after Eng-
land’s runs to the World Cup semifinals 
in 2018 and the European Championship 
final last year. 

GERMANY
Germany’s games against England 

and Hungary provided more questions 
than answers two months before the 
World Cup which Germany last won in 
2014. The biggest question: how good is the 
team, really? Answer: Nobody knows. 

Hansi Flick’s team defeated a weak-
ened Italy 5-2 in its previous game in June, 
but failed to force a breakthrough against 
a well-organised Hungary and lost 1-0 at 

home. Germany then threw away a 2-0 
lead in England before Kai Havertz res-
cued a 3-3 draw. 

The win over Italy was Germany’s 
only win in seven games. It conceded in 
each, adding defensive questions to the 
mix for Flick.

SPAIN
Spain, the 2010 champion, is one of 

the few European powers heading to the 
World Cup on a high after again reach-
ing the Nations League’s final four. Luis 
Enrique’s team rebounded from losing to 
Switzerland to end a 22-game unbeaten 
run at home by winning 1-0 at local ri-
val Portugal, potentially one of its main 
threats in Qatar. Spain hadn’t won at Por-
tugal in nearly two decades. La Roja was 
unbeaten in eight games before losing to 
Switzerland, a run stretching back to last 
year’s Nations League’s final four. Also on 
a high will be 20-year-old Athletic Bilbao 
forward Nico Williams, who set up Alvaro 
Morata’s winner against Portugal to likely 
secure his spot in the World Cup squad.

ARSHDEEP SINGH TOOK 3 as India defeated South Africa by 8 wickets on Wednesday. South Africa 
were 9/5 after just 2.3 overs, only for Keshav Maharaj to steady the ship with his 41 (35) to take SA to 106/8 
in 20 overs. In reply, India reached the target in 16.4 overs for the loss of only 2 wickets. KL Rahul and S Yadav 
both scored half centuries to guide the team home.

FIFA Honours Chhetri, 
Releases 3-Episode Series

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: World football govern-
ing body FIFA has released a three-
episode series on the life and career 
of talismanic Indian football team 

captain Sunil Chhetri in recognition 
of his achievements and goal-scoring 
exploits.

FIFA announced that the three 
episodes are available on FIFA+, its 
streaming platform.

"You know all about Ronaldo and 

Messi, now get the definitive story 
of the third highest scoring active 
men's international. Sunil Chhetri 
| Captain Fantastic is available on 
FIFA+ now," the FIFA tweeted from 
its World Cup handle.

The 38-year-old Chhetri is third 
in the list for active footballers with 
most international goals with 84 
strikes to his name, behind Cristiano 
Ronaldo (117) and Lionel Messi (90).

"The first episode takes us back 
to where it all started...all leading 
up to his India debut at the age of 
20. Close associates, loved ones, and 
footballing colleagues help tell the 
tale -- apart from the man himself, the 
man affectionately dubbed, 'Captain, 
Leader, Legend'," the synopsis of the 
first episode said.

The second episode was about 
Chhetri starting to perform wonders 
for the national team, his big dream 
of playing professional football for a 
top-class overseas club.

JKFA To Hold 
‘Thapar Memorial 
Cup’ Today
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR: The Jammu & Kashmir Football As-
sociation (JKFA) on Wednesday issued a press 
release stating that it would organise Thapar Me-
morial Cup match on Thursday, September 29 at 

Synthetic Turf TRC.
“JCT Limited (Punjab) in collaboration with J&K Foot-

ball Association and J&K Sports Council has organised 
Manmohan Thapar Memorial Cup football match between 

two top teams of Srinagar, i.e., Downtown Hero’s FC and 
Syed Taj-u-Din FC at Synthetic Turf TRC Srinagar on 
Thursday the 29th Sept. 2022 at 4 PM,” the FA’s press re-
lease said.

“JKFA invites the fraternity of footballers /clubs/ lov-
ers of the game to witness the match at the venue which will 
give a boost to the morale of our young footballers. 

“JKFA will involve business houses as sponsors for 
conducting UT Level/National Level football competition 
in J&K which will help in development of the game across 
the region and later will help in providing job opportunities 
to our budding footballers and to showcase their talent,” 
the press release concluded.

JKFA will involve business houses as sponsors for 
conducting UT Level/National Level football competition 

in J&K which will help in development of the game across the 
region and later will help in providing job opportunities to our 
budding footballers and to showcase their talent

1st JK UT 
Hogam Sports 
Championship 
Held
Adil Khan

SRINAGAR: The first JK UT 
Hogam Sports championship was 
held from 26th to 27th of Septem-
ber under the aegis of Hogam Fed-
eration of India at Polo Ground, 
here.

The championship started 
with a run, bag jumping, crawling 
under the net, tire obstacles, tire 
flip, battle rope, etc.

Around 200 players from differ-
ent districts, schools, and clubs 
participated in this championship

There are three sports 
branches: Tisapa (Crossing Sports 
Barriers), Lightning (Individual 
Arts-Deformation), and The Drama 
(Dramatic Fighting).

Ashiq Sultan, organiser of the 
event said we need our whole body 
to work in coordination during 
an obstacle race. He recommends 
practicing animal flow to work on 
the various aspects of our body.

He also suggests doing work-
outs like planks, side planks, glute 
bridge, superman, bird dog, etc, to 
strengthen our core muscles.

While talking to Kashmir 
Observer, Manzoor, the president 
of the JK Hogam Association 
stated that this game promotes 
children's physical fitness while 
they compete in abstracts of many 
kinds. We are making an effort to 
promote this game everywhere in 
our state.

On the occasion, Mohammad 
Iqbal Manager Indoor Sports Com-
plex was the chief guest while as 
Parvaiz Ahamd (President Hogam 
Federation of India), Irfan Aziz, 
Hilal Ahmad, Ravees Ahmad were 
the guest of honours.

LG’s Rolling Cricket Trophy

Gulab Bagh, Amira Kadal To Meet In Finals
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Inter Zonal District Lev-
el competitions witnessed two semi-fi-
nals on Wednesday at the twin venues 
of Amar Singh College and Bemina 
Degree College here. 

In first Semi-Final at Degree Col-
lege Bemina Gulabagh Zone clashed 
with Nishat Zone. Batting first Gulab-
Bagh Zone posted a score of 144 runs 
on the board in their allotted overs. In 
reply, Nishat Zone could only manage 
to score 132 runs and lost the semi-
final with a margin of 13 runs.

Nayeem Nazir (Nishat Zone) and 
Suhail Bazmi (Gulab Bagh Zone) 
were the highest run-getters during 
the semi-final for their teams and con-
tributed 47 and 27 runs respectively. 
Basit (Gulab Bagh Zone) in his spell of 
4 overs took 2 wickets and gave away 
22 runs, and was later declared man 
of the match. From Pool A Gulabbagh 
zone has remained unbeaten so far. 

The second Semi-Final was 
played at Amar Singh Collage Ground 
between Amira Kadal and Hawal 

Zones. Hawal won the toss and elected 
to bat first and posted a target of 137 
runs. Sabit Khan contributed with 47 
runs in 33 balls for Hawal. For Amira 
Kadal, Zahid and Umer took 3 wickets 
each in their quota of overs. 

In reply zone Amira Kadal chased 
down the target in 19.2 overs and 
defeated Hawal zone by 2 wickets. 

Muntazir scored a brilliant match-
winning 41 runs from 36 balls to help 
his team enter the finals. Muntazir 
for his match-winning knock was de-
clared man of the match. 

The finalists will now lock horns 
for the district level title on Septem-
ber 30 at Sheri-Kashmir Cricket Sta-
dium Sonwar.

LG’s Rolling Trophy 
Begins At Budgam Stadium

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, S F Hamid on Wednes-
day inaugurated LG’s Rolling Cricket 
Trophy (Boys) at Sports Stadium 
Budgam.

Speaking at the event, the DC said 
that soon day and night sports activi-
ties including a cricket tournament 
during night hours shall be held at 
Sports Stadium Budgam

He said that under the guidance 

of LG, special focus is being given to 
the development of sports infrastruc-
ture across the district to provide 
world class facilities to the youth of 
the district.

It is worth mentioning here that 
LG Trophy is being held at four 
venues including Sports Stadium 
Budgam, Sports Stadium Chrar-i-
Sharief, Digital Ground Dharmunah 
and Sports Ground Beerwah.

In this event, 12 zones teams are 
participating.

The DC along with other offi-

cers/officials from YSS and par-
ticipants took pledge against drugs 
under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
on the occasion.

The competitions are under 
progress under the supervision 
of DYSSO Budgam and the venue 
incharges.

At the end of the inauguration 
ceremony, the vote of thanks was 
given by Gurmukh Singh Dutta, 
DYSSO Budgam to the DDC Budgam 
for attending and inaugurating this 
mega event.
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