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S H O R T  T A K E S

Leopard Caught 
After Attacking Man

A leopard which had ventured into 
a village and injured an elderly 
person was captured by a team 

of wildlife department in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Reasi district on Monday, 
officials said. Nasib Chand (70) was 
attacked and injured by the big cat while 
he was outside his house in remote 
Chanjute Kotli Manotrian village.
However, he was rescued by the 
villagers who chased the More on P10

LPG Leak Injures 
Mother, Daughter

A woman and her daughter on 
Monday were injured due to 
gas leakage in Yaripora area of 

South Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
Quoting officials reports said that 
the mother-daughter 
duo identified as 
Dilshad Akhtar and 
Ruhi Jan were 
injured due to 
leakage in an LPG 
cylinder.
He said that both 
the injured were 
immediately shifted to 
sub-district hospital Yaripora for 
treatment. The official added that 
both the injured were stable and 
were being treated.

J&K Logs Eight 
New Corona Cases

Jammu and Kashmir registered 
eight fresh cases of novel 
Coronavirus on Monday; the 

lowest numbers in recent months, 
even as no fresh fatality was reported 
across the Union Territory during the 
last 24 hours.
According to officials, Srinagar in the 
Valley reported seven new cases of 
Coronavirus while a single case was 
detected from Reasi district in the 
Jammu division, taking the total number 
of people infected since the onset of 
pandemic in J&K to 479084.
Also, the officials said that the death toll 
in the pandemic remained unchanged 
at 4785—2352 in Jammu division and 
2433 in the Valley, as no fresh fatality 
was reported during the More on P10

3 Education Dept 
Employees Suspended

Director School Education 
Kashmir on Monday suspended 
three officials of the education 

department in south Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district following a 
complaint against them.
“In pursuance to the administrative 
department’s instructions vide above 
reference, the three officials of the chief 
education officer Anantnag are hereby 
suspended with immediate effect and 
attached to the office of joint director 
education south Kashmir forthwith,” 
reads an order issued by the Director 
School Education Department, Kashmir
It further reads that Mohammad 
Jahangir Khanday (KAS) Joint Director, 
Education (south) is nominated as 
enquiry officer to conduct  More on P10

Azad Launches 
His 'Democratic 
Azad Party'
‘Our Ideology Will Be Based On The 
Ideals Of Mahatma Gandhi’

DEMOCRATIC IS FOR DEMOCRACY AND 
AZAD FOR INDEPENDENCE...The party will be 
democratic and not an autocratic one, the power 

will not remain in one hand and the provisions of the 
party's constitution will be based on total democracy.”

‘Team Of Turncoats’
PCC Hits Out At Former Leader

Hours after former chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad launched 
the Democratic Azad Party', Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee president Vikar Rasool Wani on 

Monday said his party belongs to a group of turncoats who stand 
exposed. Even as over two dozen former ministers and legislators 
of the Congress, including ex-deputy chief minister More on P10

Fruit Laden Trucks Start 
Moving On Banihal Highway

Police Assures 
Privacy In Aerial 
Surveillance

KILLER ROADS

50 Killed In 
Rajouri, Poonch 
Accidents 
This Year

Agencies

Srinagar: At least 50 people 
have lost their lives while 654 
have sustained injuries in 403 
road accidents in twin dis-
tricts of Rajouri and Poonch in 
Jammu region in the first eight 
months of 2022.

Officials said that 403 road 
accidents have taken place 
in Rajouri and Poonch since 
January 01- August 31, 2022.

263 road accidents have tak-
en place in Rajouri district from 
1st of January to 31st of August 
this year, officials said, adding 
that 23 people have lost their 
lives in these accidents.

They said that 140 road 
accidents have taken place 
in Poonch in the first eight 
months, claiming 27 lives in-
cluding 11 deaths in the recent 
bus accident on Saujiyan-Mandi 
road in the district.

Officials said that 440 peo-
ple have received injuries in 
Poonch road accidents while 
in Rajouri a total of 214 people 
have sustained injuries in the 
last eight months.

Assistant Regional Transport 
Officer (ARTO) Rajouri, Shammi 
Sharma told a local news agen-
cy KNO that most of the acci-
dents take place due to human 
negligence.

“We are taking the best pos-
sible steps to curb the number 
of accidents and also awareness 
is being created to achieve the 
target of saving precious lives,” 
ARTO Rajouri said.

“We have to More on P10

Announces 50% 
Tickets To Youth, 
Women In Next 
Assembly Polls

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad on Monday launched 
his new party the Democratic 
Azad Party (DAP) - coinciding 
with the first day of Navratri fes-
tival, exactly a month after end-
ing his over five-decade long as-
sociation with the Congress.

Azad, 73, also unveiled the 
party's flag that has three strips 
of mustard, white and dark 
blue colours, and said the prior-
ity of the new party will be its 
registration with the Election 
Commission, though it will 
continue its activities because 

assembly elections in J and K can 
be declared anytime.

Announcing 50 per cent tick-
ets to youth and women in the 
next assembly polls, Azad said 
he will not make the restoration 
of Article 370 an election issue in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The former union minister 
also said there will be no dis-
crimination on the basis of re-
ligion. Our policies will not be 
impacted by sectarianism or re-
ligion. Everyone is free whether 
he is going to a Temple, Mosque, 
Gurdwara or Church.

"I am launching DAP from here 
today. It symbolises democracy and 
freedom of speech and thought. 
Our ideology will be based on the 
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi," Azad, 
flanked by a large group of sup-
porters including former deputy 
chief minister Tara Chand and sev-
eral other former ministers, told 
r e - porters here.

The veteran politi-
cian More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Monday started clearing thou-
sands of fruit laden trucks 
stranded along various places 
on the Srinagar-Jammu high-
way, hours after fruit growers 
of Kashmir held a demonstra-
tion here alleging that the trucks 
were being deliberately stopped.

However, administration has 
dismissed the allegations, say-
ing the trucks were being halted 
due to natural causes, and said 
that all stranded Jammu-bound 
trucks will be cleared by tonight.

Meanwhile, political par-
ties also criticised the admin-
istration for the fruit grow-
ers' plight, and requested it to 
make necessary arrangements 
to facilitate hassle-free move-
ment of fruit laden trucks from 
Kashmir to Delhi and other 
markets of the country.

Members of the Fruit 
Growers Association held 
the protest demonstration at 
Parimpora fruit mandi and on 

Residency Road at Lal Chowk.
The protestors alleged that 

fruit laden trucks were being 
deliberately withheld at vari-
ous places, which has resulted 
in the produce going bad be-
fore it reaches the markets.

"The horticulture sector is 
the backbone of Kashmir econ-
omy and 35 lakh people are 
directly or indirectly associated 

with it. Any adverse impact on 
this sector will severely hurt 
the economy of Kashmir," one 
of the protestors said.

Dismissing the fruit grow-
ers' allegations, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir P

K Pole said the trucks were 
being halted due to natural 
causes, which were beyond 
anyone's control. More on P10

Police on Monday made it clear that its 
aerial surveillance teams are keeping 
“vigilant watch” in “public areas” only 

so as to ensure privacy. The More on P10

Asks Officers To Keep 
Eye On Suspects, 
Use Technology & 
Security Gadgets

Observer News Service
 
Srinagar: Five days ahead of 
Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
visit to Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Director General of Police (DGP) 
Dilbag Singh on Monday asked 
officers to keep an eye on activi-
ties of suspicious elements, be-
sides stressing for utilization of 
technology & security gadgets 
including CCTV cameras during 
the VVIP visit.

The police chief passed 
these directions while chairing 
a meeting at the District Police 

Office, Baramulla, to review the 
security arrangements ahead 
of the Union Home Minister’s 
visit to the Union Territory, 
a police spokesperson said 
Monday. Singh was accompa-
nied by ADGP Kashmir Zone, 
Vijay Kumar.

Shah will be on a three-day 
visit to Jammu and Kashmir 
from September 30 where he 
is planned to pay obeisance to 
the Mata Vaishno Devi shrine, 
address two rallies and review 
developmental activities.

During the meeting, the 
spokesperson said, security 
arrangements for the Union 
Home Minister’s visit, includ-
ing the routes and locations 
were discussed in threadbare.

In the meeting More on P10

Home Minister’s J&K Visit

DGP Chairs High-Level 
Security Meet In Baramulla

A farmer harvesting rice inside his paddy field in the South of Kashmir on Monday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

Grenade Found 
In Poonch

A grenade was found in Surankote 
area of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Poonch district on Monday, 

officials said. According to the officials, 
the grenade was found lying near a 
stream at Fazalabad village by some 
people who informed police about it.
A bomb disposal squad was rushed to 
the spot to safely defuse the explosive 
substance, they said.

DGP Greets 
People On Navratri

The Director General of Police 
(DGP) Dilbag Singh on Monday 
greeted the people of the UT on 

the eve of Sharad Navratri.
He wished the people, families of 
martyrs, all ranks of Police & Security 
forces a joyful festival, a police 
spokesperson said Monday.
In his message, he said, the DGP 
has expressed hope that the festival 
will bring joy and happiness among 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir, 
families of police martyrs and J&K 
police personnel/Security forces and 
their families.
“Let us pray on this auspicious 
occasion that peace and prosperity 
flourishes in our UT and all the 
citizens live in a More on P10

Infant Mortality Rate In J&K Dropped In Last 5 Years: Report
Zaid Bin Shabir

Jammu and Kashmir has 
witnessed a significant de-
cline in infant mortality rate 

from 26 per 1,000 live births in 
2015 to 17 per 1,000 live births 
in 2020, helping the Union 
Territory to achieve a substan-
tial improvement in maternal 
and child health, according to 
the Sample Registration System 
(SRS) Statistical Report 2020.

As per the report, recently re-
leased by the Registrar General 
of India, J&K is witnessing a 

progressive decrease in infant 
mortality rate (IMR), 5 mortal-
ity rate (U5MR) and neo-mor-
tality rate (NMR) since 2014.

Besides the Infant Mortality 
Rate, the report said that the 
Under Five Mortality Rate 
(U5MR) in the UT has de-
creased from 21 to 17 points 
per 1000 live births, Neonatal 
Mortality rate from 15 to 12, 
Early-Neonatal Mortality Rate 
from 10 to 08.  As per the report, 
the Sex Ratio at birth (females 
per 1000 males) in J&K has also 
increased from 906 to 921.

Pertinently, the infant mor-
tality rate (IMR) is the num-
ber of infant deaths for every 
1,000 live births. In addition 
to providing key information 

about maternal and infant 
health, the infant mortality 
rate is an important marker of 
the overall health of a society.

However, Jammu and 

Kashmir has shown an in-
cremental performance in 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), as per the recent 
reports on health indicators 

including National Family 
Health Survey(NFHS).

The proposed SDG target for 
child mortality aims to end, by 
2030, preventable deaths of 
newborns and children under 
5 years of age, with all coun-
tries aiming to reduce neonatal 
mortality to at least as low as 12 
deaths per 1,000 live births and 
under-5 mortality to at least as 
low as 25 deaths per 1,000 live 
births, which as per the report, 
J&K has already achieved.

In terms of marriage, among 
the bigger More on P10

51.8 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION 
IN J&K NEVER-MARRIED IN 2020 

whereas 46.2 percent of the population was 
married, the report said, adding that among 
the bigger States/UTs the lowest 
percentage of married females is found to 
be in Jammu & Kashmir (49.0).”

Fruit dealers holding a demonstration in Srinagar on Monday.  
KO, photo Abid Bhat
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Number Plate LOST
I Adnan Ahmed Bhat S/O  Abdul Rahim Bhat R/O  Rawal-
pora Astanpora, Srinagar  had lost my Number plate of 
My Motorcycle bearing Registration No JKO1AK-2367 
from Rawalpora to Rangreth Srinagar few days ago and 
intend to apply for duplicate.
Anybody having any objection may please fill his objec-
tion with Sadder Police Station within seven days after 
that no objection will be entertained.

 Adnan Ahmed Bhat
Rawalpora Srinagar		  in

Number Plate LOST
I Abdul Ahad Bhat S/O Abdul Razzak Bhat R/O Rawalpora, had 
lost my Number plate of My Motorcycle bearing Registration No 
JKO1AC-7476 from Rawalpora Check to Rambagh flyover few 
days ago and intend to apply for duplicate.
Anybody having any objection may please fill his objection with 
Sadder Police Station within seven days after that no objection 
will be entertained.
Abdul Ahad Bhat	 inf
Rawalpora Srinagar

Public Notice
I have lost my 8th pass Discharge & Provisional Certificates. 
Now I am applying for the duplicate of the same if anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her ob-
jection in the office of the Hanfia Anglo Arabic School Kawoosa 
Khalisa   within a period of seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
 Nisar Ahmad Khan
S/o Mohammad Sideeq Khan 	 bmg
R/o Kawoosa Khalisa 

Office of the Executive Engineer, 
Mechanical Division Baramulla

Tele fax 01952234426 e-mail, id, executiveengineermdb@gmail.com
 Gist of Short Term Notice Inviting e-Tenders

NIT No:-MDB/e-Tender/116 of 2022-23Dated: - 24-09-2022

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Baramulla, invites online e-bids in Two 
Cover system on items wise basis from registered suppliers / agencies having experience in similar nature of work for the following works:- 

S. No Name of Work Estimated
Cost
(Rs. in Lacs)

Cost of
T/Doc.
(In Rupees)

Earnest Money 
Deposit

Time of 
Completion

Administrative 
Approval

Technical 
Sanction

01. Reinforcement to Chassis of 4 Nos. 
Snow Clearance machines pertaining to 
FSD Kupwara (M/C:48,56,65) and FSD 
Baramulla(M/C: 28)

176000.00 200.00 3520.00 07 days Accorded Accorded

The tender documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule given in the ‘Abstract; appended to this notice: - 

01. Online tender download / Start Date 24-09-2022 (06:15 PM)
02. Online tender Submission End Date 06-10-2022 (06:55 PM)
03 Cost of Tender Documents Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of e-Challan / e-receipt/mpaytransaction 

acknowledgement, to be uploaded with the online bid. Tender Id to be written also on the 
voucher. (MSME certificate holder in the concerned trade is exempted)
Bank: J&K Bank.
Branch: T.P Baramulla.
IFSC Code: JAKAOTESHIL 
Account No.: 0213010200000051.

04 Date and time of opening of Technical Bid 
(online) (Cover 1st) 

07-10-2022at 02:00 PM in office of  the Ex. Engineer, Mechanical Division (MED), Baram-
ulla

05. Date and time of opening of Financial Bid 
(online) (Cover 2nd) 

After evaluation of cover 1stin office of  Ex. Engineer, Mechanical Division (MED), Baramulla

Instructions to Bidders:
01.	 The bids shall be deposited in electronic format with digital signature on the official website www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers; viz 
Techno- Commercial / Financial cover.
1.1	 Cover 1st shall contain:
1.1.1	 Scanned copy of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR equivalent to 2% of value of the advertised cost.
1.1.2	 Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST No.
1.1.3	 Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / latest GST clearance certificate or acknowledgement of latest returns.
1.1.4	 Scanned copies of the Annexure “A” & “B” duly accepted / signed.
1.1.5	 Scanned copy of Tender Fee. 
1.1	 Cover 2nd shall contain:
1.1.1	 Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this department.
1.1.2	 Additional Performance Security in case of ALB (Abnormally Low Bid).
02.	 The department will not be responsible for delay in submission of bids due to any reasons.
03.	 The cost of tender documents is non-refundable and non-transferable.
							       Sd/-
									          Executive Engineer
		  DIPK-10737/22	  Mechanical Division 
									                 Baramulla
No: - MDB /TS/e-tendering-116/2603-07					     Dated: -24-09-2022  

IIT-Guwahati Develops Chemo Strategy For 
Cancer Patients That Reduces Side Effects

Press Trust Of India

Researchers at IIT-Guwahati 
have developed a new strategy to 
deliver chemotherapeutic drugs 
directly to the infected cells of a 
cancer patient, thereby signifi-
cantly reducing side effects.

Explaining it, professor 
Debasis Manna of the Department 
of Chemistry said the researchers 
had two needs in the development 
of chemotherapy drugs—it must 
be targeted at the cancer cells and 
must be released by an external 
trigger whenever it is required.

“The problem with existing 
chemotherapeutic drugs is that 
they kill healthy cells of the body 
in addition to cancerous cells, 
leading to numerous undesirable 
side effects,” IIT-Guwahati said in 
a statement on Monday.

In fact, it is believed that can-
cer deaths are as much due to the 

side effects of chemotherapy as the 
disease itself, it added.

“There is worldwide research 
to overcome the drawbacks of 
secondary toxicity of chemothera-
peutic drugs. Some strategies that 
are being explored include target-
specific delivery of the drugs and 
on-demand delivery of appropriate 
drug doses to cancerous cells and 
tissues,” it said.

The molecules developed by 
the IIT-Guwahati researchers self-
assemble as capsules to hold the 
drug, which then attaches only to 
cancer cells, the statement said.

“When infrared light is 
shone on it, the shell breaks and 
releases the encapsulated drug 
into the cancerous cell. The IIT-G 
scientists rightly believe that 
their approach would allow the 
development of drug carriers for 
chemotherapy with enhanced ef-
ficacy and negligible side effects,” 
it added.

The research papers have 
been co-authored by Manna, along 
with his research scholars Subha-
sis Dey, Anjali Patel, and Biswa 
Mohan Prusty among others.

Anti-cancer activities were 
carried out in collaboration with 
professors Siddhartha Sankar 
Ghosh and Plaboni Sen of IIT-Gu-
wahati, and professors Arindam 
Bhattacharyya and Soumya Chat-
terjee of Calcutta University.

“The path-breaking results of 
this research have been published 
in prestigious journals of The Roy-
al Society of Chemistry, including 
‘Chemical Communications’ and 
‘Organic and Biomolecular Chem-
istry’,” the statement said.

The premier technical insti-
tute said that the societal impacts 
of this work cannot be overstated 
given the number of cancer pa-
tients in India anticipated to be 30 
million by 2025.

Watching TV With Children May Benefit Their Brain Development: Study
ANI

A new study published in Frontiers in 
Psychology studied the impact of pas-
sive screen use on the cognitive devel-
opment of a young child. It revealed 
that screen exposure, whether from a 
TV or a mobile device, might be benefi-
cial depending on the context in which 
it's viewed.
Researchers from the University of 
Portsmouth and Paris Nanterre Univer-
sity, France, analysed 478 studies pub-
lished in the past two decades. Their 
findings found exposure to television 
early on may be detrimental to play, 
language development and executive 
functioning, particularly for young in-
fants.
Dr Eszter Somogyi from the Depart-
ment of Psychology at the University 
of Portsmouth said: "We're used to 
hearing that screen exposure is bad 
for a child and can do serious damage 
to their development if it's not limited 
to say less than an hour a day. While 
it can be harmful, our study suggests 
the focus should be on the quality or 

context of what a child is watching, not 
the quantity.
"Weak narrative, fast pace editing, and 
complex stimuli can make it difficult 

for a child to extract or generalise in-
formation. But when screen content is 
appropriate for a child's age, it's likely 
to have a positive effect, particularly 

when it's designed to encourage inter-
action."
Studies also show screen time is more 
beneficial to a child if a parent or adult 

is present, as they can engage with 
them and ask questions.
"Families differ a lot in their attitudes 
toward and the use of media", ex-
plained Dr Somogyi.
"These differences in the viewing con-
text play an important role in deter-
mining the strength and nature of TV's 
impact on children's cognitive devel-
opment. Watching television with your 
child and elaborating and commenting 
on what is viewed can help enhance 
their understanding of the content, re-
inforcing their learning during educa-
tional programs.
"Coviewing can also contribute to the 
development of their conversation 
skills and provides children with a role 
model for appropriate television view-
ing behaviour."
While the right type of content 
can do more good than harm, the 
study warns watching TV shouldn't 
replace other learning activities, 
such as socialising. Instead, it is 
imperative to inform caregivers of 
children younger than 3 about the 
risks associated with prolonged 

exposure to screen viewing in the 
wrong context.
The authors recommend reinforcing 
contexts that promote learning, such 
as viewing chosen age-adapted con-
tent, viewing with adult supervision, 
and not having a second device or TV 
screen on in the background.
Dr Bahia Guellai, from the Depart-
ment of Psychology at Paris Nanterre 
University, added: "The important 
'take home message' here is that care-
givers should keep in mind new tech-
nologies. Television or smartphones 
should be used as potential tools to 
compliment some social interactions 
with their young children but not to 
replace it.
"I think the most important challenge 
of our societies for future generations 
is to make adults and young people 
aware of the risk of an unconsidered or 
inappropriate use of screen-use. This 
will help in preventing situations in 
which screens are used as the new type 
of child-minding, as it has been during 
the pandemic lockdowns in different 
countries.
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Israeli Experts Help 
India’s Kashmir Ops
Agence France Presse

J
ERUSALEM - Israeli anti-terrorism experts have been 
helping India combat Muslim separatists in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Israeli daily Haaretz reported Friday.

The despatch of the experts, who Haaretz said were 
winding up their mission Friday, came three months after a 
visit to Israel by Home Minister Lai Krishna Advani

‘India is particularly interested in improving security 
along its border with Pakistan, especially in Kashmir, and in 
particular with blocking guerrilla infiltrations, Haaretz said.

The two sides are also discussing the possible purchase by 
India of Israel’s Falcon Airborne Warning and Control System 
(AWACS) amid growing defence links between them.

India, which established diplomatic ties with the Jew¬ish 
state in 1992 after a 40-year hiatus, is keen on intensi¬fied mili-
tary cooperation with Israel especially in the field of counter-
insurgency.

The Arab world, however, accuses the pair of seeking to 
develop nuclear ties. Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh 
visited Israel in June, the same month as Advani.

(Kashmir Observer, September 27 , 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4 :59

ZUHR	 12:22

ASR	 4:40

Magrib	 6:26
ISHA	 7: 46

•	 1290 - Earthquake in Gulf of Chili China, report-
edly kills 100,000

•	 1794 - French troops conquer Crèvecoeur
•	 1821 - Mexican revolutionary forces led by Agustín 

de Iturbide occupy Mexico City as Spanish with-
draw, bringing an end to the Mexican War of In-
dependence

•	 1864 - Battle at Pilot Knob (Ft Davidson) Ameri-
can Civil War, Missouri: 1700 killed/injured

•	 1905 - The physics journal Annalen der Physik 
publishes Albert Einstein’s paper “Does the Iner-
tia of a Body Depend Upon Its Energy Content?”, 
introducing the equation E=mc².

•	 1938 - League of Nations declares Japan the ag-
gressor against China

•	 1940 - Nazi Germany, Italy & Japan sign 10 year 
formal alliance (Axis)

•	 1941 - US launches its 1st Liberty ship, freighter SS 
Patrick Henry

•	 1951 - Persian troops occupy oil refinery at Abadan
•	 1953 - Typhoon destroys one third of Nagoya, Ja-

pan
•	 1961 - Sierre Leone becomes 100th member of UN
•	 1973 - Soyuz 12 carries 2 cosmonauts into Earth 

orbit (2 days)
•	 1981 - Iran defends its besieged port of Abadan, 

driving back Iraqi forces
•	 1988 - The National League for Democracy, led by 

Aung San Suu Kyi is founded in Burma (Myanmar)
•	 1991 - US President George H. W. Bush decides to 

end full-time B-52 bombers alert.
•	 1993 - The Sukhumi massacre takes place in Ab-

khazia.
•	 1996 - In Afghanistan, the Taliban capture the 

capital city Kabul after driving out President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and executing former lead-
er Mohammad Najibullah.

•	 2001 - At its two-day meeting in Vienna, OPEC 
decides to keep its production quotas unchanged 
at 23.2 million barrels per day, despite crude oil 
being at its lowest price levels since 1999

•	 2002 - Timor-Leste (East Timor) joins the United 
Nations.

•	 Event of interestEvent of Interest
•	 2008 - CNSA astronaut Zhai Zhigang becomes 

the first Chinese person to perform a spacewalk 
while flying on Shenzhou 7.

•	 2009 - German Federal elections return Angela 
Merkel for her second term as Chancellor at head 
of centre-right coalition government
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LG Asks Revenue
department,” Sinha directed the 

officials.
The LG, according to the spokesper-

son, instructed the senior officials of 
the revenue department to work out 
viable solutions to address issues and 
challenges. Sinha, he said, also empha-
sized on streamlining of online-Reve-
nue Services to make the system more 
transparent & accountable to the com-
mon people.

“He further advised for mapping of 
forest land, besides creating a dedicat-
ed IT cell in the Revenue department,” 
he said.

While reviewing the progress made 
under Land Records Information 
System, the spokesperson said that 
the chair was informed that a total of 
8,21,40,595 of scanned documents, 
including Jamabandis, Mutations and 
Girdawaris have been uploaded till 
date.

He further said that Shaleen Kabra, 
Financial Commissioner, Revenue 
gave a detailed briefing on the steps 
taken to achieve the core objectives 
of Revenue Department and the prog-
ress registered under Digital India 
Land Record Modernization Program; 
Digitization of Maps and its updation/
Survey through latest Geo-reference 
technology; Ground Truthing through 
Mobile App; Online-Revenue Services 
and End to End Integrated Workflow.

“It was informed that the Revenue 
department is using a grievance re-
dressal portal for timely disposal of 
grievances & complaints online,” the 
spokesperson added.

‘Giving Special
agriculture based economy in 

Jammu and Kashmir.
Sinha made these remarks while 

inaugurating a farmers awareness 
conference on the use of ‘Nano Urea’ 
organized by Indian Farmers Fertilizer 
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) here at SKICC, 
an official spokesperson said Friday.

The LG, he said, highlighted the 
farmer’s efforts in fulfilling the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
reduce the use of chemical fertilizers 
and transition to sustainable alterna-
tives to protect soil health, plants and 
environment.

Sinha, he said, congratulated the en-
tire team of IFFCO for developing the 
world’s first Liquid Nano Urea.

“Sustainable farming is the only way 
forward to ensure food security and 
growth. Farmers are ultimate entre-
preneurs and our effort is to provide 
them with better infrastructure, easy 
access to credit, access to modern ma-
chinery and benefits of agriculture ex-
tension services,” the LG said.

“Under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, India has 
become the fifth largest economy in 
the world overtaking England. It has 
also sent a strong message that a sus-
tainable and innovative agricultural 
system is significant for the holistic 
growth of any region or nation,” he 
added.

The spokesperson said that the LG 

highlighted the reforms introduced 
in the agriculture sector in J&K and 
said that being an agriculture based 
economy and having more than 70% of 
the population dependent on agricul-
ture, special impetus has been given 
to make J&K’s agriculture system sus-
tainable and profitable.

“Introduction of progressive land re-
forms and efforts towards diversifica-
tion, allied activities and high density 
plantation have enabled farmers with 
small land holdings to earn more,” the 
LG said.

“Integrated approach of farming 
has already been initiated and the 
government is promoting agro-based 
employment generating activities. 
Revival of traditional crops with mar-
ket linkage support, GI tagging of lo-
cal produce, high density plantation 
and allied activities have successfully 
brought prosperity for the farmers,” he 
added.

The LG, according to the spokesper-
son, highlighted that various strate-
gies are being adopted for promotion 
of allied enterprises such as dairy 
farming, apiculture, sericulture and 
food processing in augmenting farm-
ers income to reduce losses and open 
greater opportunities for employment 
and entrepreneurship.

Sinha, he said, underlined the need 
to make necessary interventions to 
ensure food security for the growing 
population and called on stakeholders 
to work on mission mode for effective 
implementation of the Millet mission, 
Exotic Vegetables Farming, promoting 
micro-irrigation and reducing crop 
waste.

According to the spokesperson, 
Dileep Sanghani, Chairman, IFFCO, 
speaking on the occasion said that 
IFFCO is continuously engaged in find-
ing solutions to problems confronting 
the agriculture and allied sector.

“He informed that trials of the 
World’s first Nano Urea were con-
ducted at more than 11000 places in 
every nook and corner of the country 
on around 94 crops,” he added.

The spokesperson further said that 
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, in 
his address said that J&K’s Agriculture 
Sector will emerge as a role model not 
only for the country but the whole 
world.

“A new J&K is recording unprec-
edented growth and development in 
every sector and is figuring as a top 
performer in several categories,” he 
added.

How Self-Belief
a shy face. “And hurdles can some-

times come as a financial problem but 
mostly, a mental fatigue.”

Perhaps, that’s why, Mehraj has be-
come an inspiration—not because of 
his father’s barbecue pushcart, but be-
cause of his grit and grind for success.

“My family has always been very 
supportive of my education,” Mehraj 
says while rising up to reciprocate an-
other hug from a relative. “My father 
has a very nominal earnings and that’s 
why he wanted me to focus more on 
my studies and earn a better life for 

myself and obviously for my family. 
Except during my Class 11th, I’ve never 
attended any coaching center.”

Two years back, when the pan-
demic paralysed the normal education 
system of the valley, Mehraj used his 
proactive prowess to prepare for the 
NEET.

“With over two years of study pe-
riod and several different subjects 
to read, the NEET tests the nerves of 
young aspirants,” he said.“It’s a labo-
rious effort. You can’t find a shortcut 
and expect to win.”

During Covid curbs, he stumbled 
upon some YouTube videos to clear 
his concepts. This rigorous indoor 
preparation would eventually give this 
self-coached student an edge over the 
masses appearing for the competitive 
exam every year.

“It was very clear to me that if 
YouTube can clear my doubts in higher 
secondary level, then there’s absolute-
ly no need to attend a coaching center 
for NEET preparation,” said Mehraj, 
the centre of attraction in his happy 
home.

His percentage in higher secondary 
level, a prerequisite for pursuing the 
national exams, was more than eighty 
percent propelling his preparation for 
the much-fanfare exam. He eventually 
qualified the NEET-22 with 591 out of 
720 marks.

“It’s not necessary to enroll your-
self in a coaching center,” Mehraj 
reiterated.

“It all depends upon your dedica-
tion. Self-study can easily help you to 
excel in these competitive exams. And 
it may sound childish but a day’s break 
can also be enjoyed given that you’ve 
already set your target and maintained 
your continuity. The common myths 
around these exams have to end.”

8 More JKAS
have been inducted into IAS and an-

other eight such vacancies will be filled 
up shortly giving opportunities to the 
JKAS officers to become part of presti-
gious IAS service after a long gap of 12 
years,” Singh said.

The minister said mid-career train-
ing of JKAS officers of various seniority 
was carried out in collaboration with 
LBSNAA and it provided a new level of 
exposure to the JKAS officers and more 
than 200 offices.

Singh said central government em-
ployees working in the Kashmir Valley 
in attached and subordinate offices 
or PSUs falling under control of the 
Centre have been extended special 
concessions for a period of three years 
from August 1, 2021.

The incentives include an addition-
al house rent allowance, composite 
transfer grant, per diem allowance, in-
centive for period of temporary duty, 
messing allowance, facility to draw 
pension at the place of settlement in 
relaxation of relevant provisions, he 
said.

The minister said retention of gen-
eral pool accommodation available 
to officers who have served in the 
central government has also been ex-
tended to officers posted in Jammu 

and Kashmir on the pattern of the 
northeast states.

Singh said in view of home LTC, 
it can be availed to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh for which 
guidelines have been notified by the 
DOPT.

It will enhance tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh and also pro-
vide an opportunity to all central gov-
ernment employees to visit the two 
UTs, he said.

The minister said the Department 
of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG) has helped the 
UT administration to switch over to 
online functioning, as a result of which 
the UT exchequer would save over Rs 
200 crore incurred in transport of re-
cords etc dur-
ing ‘Durbar 
move’ -- shift-
ing of capitals 
from Srinagar 
to Jammu dur-
ing winters and 
vice versa.

“The govern-
ment headed by 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
gives high pri-
ority to Jammu 
and Kashmir 
and there is no 
dearth of sup-
port forthcom-
ing, as far as 
the Centre is 
concerned,” he 
said.

Govt 
Transfers

M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r , 
Kashmir Power 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Limited , 
against an avail-
able vacancy.

Ms. Ayushi 
Sudan (IAS), 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojna, 
has been trans-
ferred and post-
ed as Mission 
D i r e c t o r , 
National Health 
Mission, J&K.

“She shall 
continue to 
hold the ad-
ditional charge 
of the post of 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojno, 
till further or-
ders,” the order 

reads.
Minga Sherpa (IAS), Additional 

Deputy Commissioner, Jammu 
has been transferred and posted 
as Managing Director, Jammu and 
Kashmir Tourism Development 
Corporation (IKTDC), against an avail-
able vacancy.

Faz Lul Haseeb (IAS), Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar hold-
ing additional charge of the post 
of Chief Executive Officer, Urban 
Development Agency, Kashmir has 
been transferred and posted as 
Director, Tourism Kashmir.

Harvinder Singh (IAS), Sub 
Divisional Magistrate, Uri, holding 
additional charge of Sub Registrar, 
Uri, has been transferred and posted 

as Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi ltoo (JKAS), 
Director Tourism, Kashmir has been 
transferred and posted as Special 
Secretary to the Government, Jal 
Shakti Department.

Govt To Engage
at achieving 100% smart pre-paid 

consumer metering and 100% system 
metering with communicating features 
aimed at reducing AT&C losses besides 
improving operational efficiencies and 
financial sustainability of DISCOMs.

LG’s Advisor and Principal Secretary 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar and Nitishwar 
Kumar besides Chief Secretary Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta attended the meeting.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

DD Kashir Runs Into 
Rough Weather
Observer News Service

N
EW DELHI- The much-hyped Kashir channel of the 
Doordarshan has run into rough weather. The union 
ministry of home affairs (MHA) is understood to have 
declined to foot the bill for running the channel. Even 

as the channel has allegedly become a money spinner for some 
Mandi House officials and a handpicked coterie of Kashmiri 
migrants.

According to reliable sources, the MHA had 'promised' to 
provide the financial support required to run the channel which 
was launched, for the third time in June this year, with a big 
fanfare. Two plane loads brought several Bollywood celebrities 
besides the union minister of information and broadcasting, 
Arun Jaitley, with hundreds of ministry officials in tow to 
grace' the occasion The gala function held at the city's Grand 
Palace hotel is believed to have cost the exchequer a fabulous Rs 
two to three crore. 

Sources said no new Kashmiri programmes were likely to 
be produced for the channel. Proposals submitted by Kashmir 
producers, mostly Kashmiri pandits, were being returned due 
to non-availability of funds. Sources said 148 proposals, were 
approved by the Mandi House last month. However, some 'stale' 
programmes provided gratis by Star, Zee TV Sahara and some 
other private channels may be telecast from the Kashir channel.

 (Kashmir Observer, September 09, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :47

ZUHR 12:31

ASR 4:58

Magrib 6:53
ISHA 8: 15

•	 1000 - Battle of Svolder, Baltic Sea. King Olaf on board 
the Long Serpent defeated in one of the greatest naval 
battles of the Viking Age.

•	 1493 - Battle of Krbava field, a decisive defeat of Croats 
in Croatian struggle against the Ottoman Empire inva-
sion.

•	 1513 - Battle of Flodden Fields; English defeat James IV 
of Scotland

•	 1591 - Battle at Flores Azores: Spanish beat English
•	 1753 - 1st steam engine arrives in US colonies
•	 1830 - Charles Durant, 1st US aeronaut, flies a balloon 

from Castle Garden, NYC to Perth Amboy, NJ
•	 1881 - Egyptian military coup under colonel Arab “El 

Wahid”
•	 1908 - Russia takes part of Poland boxing title
•	 1911 - 1st European airpost (Hendon to Windsor, Eng-

land)
•	 1912 - J Verdrines becomes 1st to fly over 100 mph (107 

mph/172 kph)
•	 1913 - Association for Study of Negro Life & History or-

ganizes in Chicago
•	 1914 - 12] Belgian offensive from Antwerp
•	 1914 - Boston Brave George Davis no-hits Philadelphia 

Phillies, 7-0
•	 1914 - First fully mechanized unit in the British Army cre-

ated - the Canadian Automobile Machine Gun Brigade 
(WWI)

•	 1914 - Meeting held at Gaelic League headquarters 
between Irish Republican Brotherhood and other ex-
treme republicans; initial decision made to stage an 
uprising while Britain is at war

•	 1915 - Association for study of Negro Life & History 
forms by Carter G Woodson

•	 1918 - Dutch government of Ruijs de Beerenbrouck forms
•	  1919 - Boston’s police force forms strike
•	 1921 - Guatamala, Honduras, and San Salvador agree 

to Central American Union
•	  1922 - St Louis Brown “Baby Doll” Jacobson hits 3 tri-

ples beating Tigers 16-0
•	  1922 - Turkish troops conquer Smyrna/murder Greek 

citizens
•	  1942- 1st bombing on continental US soil at Mount Em-

ily, Oregon during WWII by Japanese planes
•	  1943 - US, British & French troops land in Salerno (op-

eration Avalanche)
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All that part and parcel of property consisting of Bandsaw mill , Fixed assets, Plant and 
machinery, etc.                   
                                                    
Date: 07/09/2022    (Mr. Shadaab Mehboob )
Ref No:- JKB/IAPMD/ZOB-2022-23/      Authorized Officer      
              The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd     

POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas the Authorized Officer of The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. under the Securitiza-
tion and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 
2002 (the Act) in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Authorized Officer under 
section 13 (2) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Securities Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 
2002 (the Rules) issued a Demand Notice dated 03-08-2022 calling upon  (i) M/S Royal 
Saw Mills Prop: Mohammad Suhail Sofi (Borrower) (Mortgagor Lease hold rights) (ii) Mr. 
Mohd Haris Sofi S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Sofi R/o Handwara at present Barzulla Bagat 
Srinagar   (iii) Mr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Sofi  S/o Gh Ahmad Sofi R/o Main Chowk Handwara 
(iv) Mr. Manzoor Ahmad Malla  S/o Late Mohd Sultan Malla  R/o Batgund Handwara 
(Guarantors), to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 2474382.50 
(Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and 
Fifty Paisa Only ) together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. 
with monthly rests besides other costs & expenses , within 60 days from the date of the 
said notice.

The above named Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors having failed to repay the amount in 
full within prescribed time, notice is hereby given to the said Borrower, Mortgagor & 
Guarantor in particular and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession 
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under 
Section 13 (4) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Rules on this 05th day of September 2022. 

The said Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors in particular and the public in general are 
hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property/assets and any dealings with the said 
property/assets will be subject to the charge of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. B/U 
Handwara Main for an amount of Rs. 2474382.50 (Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac 
seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and Fifty Paisa Only)  as on 
28-03-2022 together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. with 
monthly rests along with costs, charges and expenses till payment is made in the loan 
account. 

Attention of Borrowers, Guarantors and Mortgagors is invited to provisions of Section 13(8) 
of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

This Notice is issued without prejudice to any of the rights of the Bank under the Act or 
under any other law in force.

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Baramulla, Amargarh, Sopore
Phone:01954-221082/221096                               

E:amid.zobara@jkbmail.com

DIPK-NB-3734/22

LG Flags Off Fleet Of Boats From Zero Bridge To 
Commemorate Urs Of Syed Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA)
The occasion also marks the revival of water transport from Srinagar to Ganderbal

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Thursday 
flagged off a fleet of boats and 
shikaras carrying devotees 
and artists from Zero Bridge 
to Ganderbal to commemorate 
the Urs of Sufi saint Syed Qa-
mar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA).

The Lt Governor expressed 
hope that the occasion would 
further strengthen the bonds of 
goodwill and brotherhood. Let 
us remind ourselves of the uni-
ty of mankind and resolve to 
strive for harmony and peace, 
he added.

Prominent citizens from all 

walks of life gathered at Zero 
Bridge to witness the occasion, 
which also marks the revival of 
water transport from Srinagar 

to Ganderbal.
Pertinently, the Urs of Syed 

Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA) is 
being observed after three de-

cades.
Junaid Azim Mattu May-

or SMC, Nuzhat Ishfaq DDC 
Chairperson, Ganderbal, Dr 

Darakhshan Andrabi Chair-
person J&K Waqf Board, Dr 
Hina Shafi Bhat Vice Chairper-
son, J&K KVIB; former legisla-
tor, Sh Ishfaq Jabbar; religious 
leaders and people in large 
numbers were present on the 
occasion.

Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary, Sh Pandurang 
K Pole, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir,  Mohd Aijaz, 
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Ghulam Nabi Itoo, Di-
rector Tourism, Kashmir; Ms 
Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K 
Sports Council and senior offi-
cials of the UT Administration 
were also present.

LCMA Conducts Demolition 
Drive In City Areas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: LCMA carried out a 
demolition drive on Thursday 
in the area of Rakh-i-
Arth Housing Colony 
Bemina.

On the occasion, 
several encroach-
ments and a shed 
were demolished 
from plots illegally 
encroached upon by 
the locals.

The Enforcement 
Wing of LCMA under 
the supervision of Enforce-
ment Officers also undertook 
a demolition drive in the 
areas of Saderbal , Kanitar,  
Saida Kadal and Nigeen 

illegal encroachments were 
demolished.

Moreover, illegally earth 
filling dumped in the areas of 

Saida Kadal / Nigeen  Lashkari 
Mohalla, Handum Mohalla NFR 
were also removed on spot.

Further, legal action 
against the violators was also 
initiated

Locals Demand ATM 
At Habba-Kadal
Agencies

Srinagar: Locals of Habba 
Kadal in old city Srinagar 
have appealed to the Jammu 
Kashmir Bank authorities to 
install an Automatic Teller 
Machine (ATM) in the area to 
ease their hardships.

A delegation of locals and 
traders said that in absence of 
an ATM facility at the main 
market, they face immense in-
convenience.

“Most of the custom-

ers prefer to carry ATM and 
Credit cards for transactions. 
However, they face inconve-
nience due to lack of ATM 
facility mainly at the Habba 
Kadal Chowk”, they added.

Locals said that they had 
several times raised the is-
sue with the bank officials but 
nothing has so far been done 
in this regard. They requested 
higher ups to look into the 
matter so that they can heave 
a sigh of relief.(CNS

KU Welcomes Freshers, VC Says 
Students Are University's Lifeline
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a first major initia-
tive conceived to introduce the 
Kashmir University adminis-
tration and all its units offer-
ing student-centric services to 
the freshers, the University of 
Kashmir on Thursday organ-
ised a mega welcome meet-cum-
orientation programme.

Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Nilofer Khan, the architect of 
the event organised by the De-
partment of Students Welfare 
(DSW), inaugurated the pro-
gramme at the jam-packed Con-
vocation Complex that hosted 
over 2000 students, besides 
administrators, deans, heads, 
directors and coordinators of 
various departments and satel-
lite campuses. 

In her welcome address, 
Prof Nilofer said the student 
community is the University's 
lifeline and we consider them 
as our most-valuable asset.

"We welcome you whole-
heartedly to the University fam-
ily," she told the students, who 
responded with huge rounds of 
applause. 

Reiterating that her doors 
are always open for the stu-
dents, Prof Nilofer said this 
fresher meet has been con-
ceived to introduce our academ-
ic administrators and officers 
who are at the helm to serve 
students with dedication and 
commitment. 

"There may be some dif-
ficulties during your two-year 

journey in the campus, but that 
offers us a chance to introspect 
and improve further by work-
ing hand-in-hand," she said.

The Vice-Chancellor, how-
ever, advised the students to 
uphold the prestige and dignity 
of the institution by adhering 
to discipline alongside showing 
total commitment to studies.

"We want you to become 
ambassadors of our presti-
gious institution which has 
risen, with dedication of each 
faculty member and staff, to 
figure among the country's top 
100 universities which has also 
been accredited by NAAC as an 
A+ institution," the Vice-Chan-
cellor said, urging the students 
to become active partners in 
further raising the University's 
academic standards.

"Sometimes we develop and 
carry certain wrong notions 
about the institution based on 
misinformation or false percep-

tions. But I assure you that we 
are here to do the best for your 
welfare. We are open to con-
structive criticism but we want 
our students to broaden their 
vision and become accommoda-
tive to understanding our limi-
tations that we sometimes face," 
Prof Nilofer said, extending her 
best wishes to the students. 

Dean Academic Affairs Prof 
Farooq A Masoodi said our stu-
dents are the institution's "mir-
ror reflection" when they leave 
the campus. 

"While we offer to provide 
best services, we expect our 
dear students to be sensitive 
to their duties towards institu-
tion-building," he said.

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir 
highlighted the University's 
relentless efforts to provide 
best education, facilities and 
services to the students, and to 
develop student-friendly infra-
structure.

LEAD 
Launches India’s 
First Student 
Confidence Index
Agenceis

Anantnag: School Edtech com-
pany LEAD announced the 
launch of India’s first Student 
Confidence Index, a study that 
assesses the confidence levels 
of school-going students across 
regions, cities, demographics 
and various other parameters.

Developed in collaboration 
with Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, LEAD’s Index reveals 
several powerful insights into 
Student Confidence. While India 
stands at a Confidence level of 
75 on a scale of 100, 36% of stu-
dents have indicated top-bracket 
Confidence levels (81-100).

LEAD’s Student Confidence 
Index assesses the five 21st cen-
tury Confidence-building attri-
butes that are critical for students 
to succeed in life: Conceptual 
Understanding, Critical Thinking, 
Communication, Collaboration 
and Exposure to opportunities 
and platforms.

 Commenting on the Index, 
LEAD Co-founder and CEO 
Sumeet Mehta said, “Our stu-
dents need to have self-confi-
dence. But there was no way of 
knowing the confidence level of 
students of our country. LEAD’s 
Student Confidence Index de-
veloped in partnership with 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
(LMRF, SMLS), fills this gap.”

 “We are delighted to part-
ner with LEAD in developing 
India’s first Student Confidence 
Index. The tool for building this 
Confidence Index followed a 
rigorous research process by 
the LMRF team at TISS,” added 
Dr. Rahul S, Assistant Professor, 
LMRF, SMLS, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences.

Income Tax Dept Conducts Raids, Surveys 
On Unrecognised Political Parties,NGOs
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Income Tax 
department on Wednesday 
conducted raids and surveys in 
various states in separate cases 
related to alleged tax evasion, 
violation of FCRA violation and 
illicit funding of registered un-
recognised political parties, of-
ficial sources said.

The coordinated operations 
were carried out at over 110 lo-
cations in Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana 
and some other states against 
certain registered unrecognised 
political parties and their al-
leged dubious financial trans-
actions, they said.

Some other instances of po-
litical funding through alleged 
illegal means are also being in-
vestigated as part of the action, 
they said.

The surprise action is under-
stood to have been taken by the 
department on a recent rec-
ommendation of the Election 
Commission (EC) as part of which 
at least 198 entities were struck 
off from its list of registered un-
recognised political parties after 
they were found non-existent 
during physical verification.

The poll panel had announced 
that it was taking action against 
more than 2,100 entities, cat-
egorised as registered unrecog-
nised political parties by it, for 
flouting rules and election laws, 
including those related to filing 
of monetary contributions, fail-
ing to update their address and 
names of office bearers.

It had said some of these par-
ties were indulging in “serious” 

financial impropriety.
While the searches were 

on, another operation was 
unleashed at the premises of 
NGOs including Delhi-based 
think-tank Centre for Policy 
Research (CPR) and global NGO 
Oxfam India apart from a media 
foundation as part of a probe 
related to alleged FCRA con-
travention in funds received by 
them, the sources said.

The taxman undertook the 
surprise action against three 
more organisations in the non-
governmental organisation 
(NGO) and charitable organisa-
tion domain, they said.

Sources said the department 
is looking at the balance sheets 
of these organisations vis-a-vis 
the receipt of funds via the FCRA.

According to law, all NGOs 
receiving foreign funds have to 
be registered under the FCRA. 
The government has cancelled 
FCRA registration of nearly 
1,900 NGOs for violating vari-
ous provisions of law in the last 
five years. There were 22,762 
FCRA-registered organisations 
till December-end 2021.

In Congress-ruled Rajasthan, 
the sleuths conducted searches at 
the premises of Rajasthan Minister 
of State for Home Rajendra Yadav 
and his family members.

Income tax department 
sources said the searches are 
being conducted as part of a tax 
evasion investigation.

“The Income Tax depart-
ment is conducting raids at busi-
ness premises and residences in 
Kotputli and Uttarakhand. Reasons 
are not known,” Yadav said.

The Congress MLA from 
Kotputli constituency and his 

family members are in the busi-
ness of manufacturing bags for 
fertilisers, grains, and cement. 
They are also in food business 
such as flour and pulses.

“Raids are being conducted at 
five-six places. We do not mind 
(officers) doing the search be-
cause we do clean businesses. 
If the central government feels 
that something is wrong, then 
let them do it. I know this much 
that we are with the truth,” 
Yadav told reporters at his civil 
lines residence here.

He said he was not told any-
thing about the raids.

“When we asked them (of-
ficers), they said that the search 
has to be done, the (central) gov-
ernment has sent them,” he said.

Yadav said his family has 
been in the business for 72-74 
years. He said they run a clean 
business, having no role in any 
political funding.

“It is our ancestral business,” 
he said. “My father was in the 
business from 1950-52, I have 
been doing it before I entered 
into politics and both of my 
sons are also engaged in the 
business. We are into the pro-
duction line and supply mate-
rials to companies. This should 
not be associated with things 
like political funding.”

Another Congress-ruled 
state Chhattisgarh also came 
on the radar of tax sleuths with 
searches at multiple locations 
linked to some businessmen, 
they said.

The nature of the action being 
carried out by the I-T depart-
ment is not yet clear, they said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel told reporters at 

the Raipur airport that he 
had already predicted raids 
by the Income Tax and the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

“I had said (that raids will 
happen) now ED will also fol-
low them,” Baghel said when 
asked about the action by the IT 
department.

Last week, Baghel had said 
his “well-wishers” informed 
him that Chhattisgarh will soon 
see raids by the ED and IT be-
cause MLAs of the ruling UPA 
coalition from neighbouring 
Jharkhand were staying at a re-
sort near Raipur.

The legislators of the JMM-
Congress-RJD coalition had 
stayed in the resort for six days 
before they were flown back to 
Ranchi on Sunday.

Commenting on the raids, 
Chhattisgarh Congress com-
munication wing’s chief Sushil 
Anand Shukla alleged the Modi 
government has been misusing 
the Central probe agencies.

“There are reports that raids 
are being carried out by I-T at 
the premises of some business-
men. The way the Modi gov-
ernment is misusing Central 
investigation agencies, a slogan 
‘kednra sarkar ke teen jamai 
(sons-in-law), ED, IT, and CBI’ 
has become common among 
people,” he said.

Shukla alleged the Modi gov-
ernment has misused the Central 
agencies against its political op-
ponents so much in the last eight 
years that even when I-T con-
ducts raids as part of the routine 
investigation it is also seen as a 
politically motivated exercise.

Some other searches were 
also understood to have been 

undertaken by the department 
on Wednesday.

Statement of Independent 
And Public-Spirited Media 
Foundation

This statement is being issued 
in response to media interest.

A team of income tax of-
ficials came for a “survey” to 
the Bengaluru office of the 
Foundation on Wednesday, 
September 7. They stayed till 
4.30 this morning, going through 
the papers and records of the 
Foundation and asking questions.

The Foundation’s staff were 
cooperative and answered all 
questions put to them on a 
wide range of matters. The of-
ficials took statements from 
three senior staff members. 
All laptops and mobile phones 
were taken for cloning data in 
them and returned last night.

All staff other than the CEO, 
Sunil Rajshekhar, were allowed 
to go home at various stages in 
the evening/night of September 
7, and asked to return the follow-
ing morning for further question-
ing. The CEO slept in the office for 
a few hours on the intervening 
night of September 7-8.

The Board of Trustees com-
pliments the staff on their good 
cheer and fortitude through the 
extended proceedings.

The IT officials were courte-
ous during their survey work.

The Foundation believes that 
its affairs are entirely in order. 
Some media reporting on the IT 
survey has linked it to foreign 
funding and the funding of po-
litical parties. We wish to make 
it clear that the Foundation has 
received no foreign funds at 
any stage, and has funded only 

media entities.
The Foundation believes in 

its mission of supporting in-
dependent and public-spirited 
media, and intends to continue 
its work.

Congress slams Centre over 
‘raids’ against CPR, Oxfam India, 
IPSMF

The Congress slammed the 
Centre over “raids” against 
some Delhi-based think-tanks 
alleging that it is a deliberate 
move to exterminate all inde-
pendent media and voices.

Congress general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh said it’s abso-
lutely atrocious that research & 
advocacy organisations, and in-
dependent charitable trusts like 
CPR, Oxfam, and IPSMF have 
been raided “at the behest of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit Shah.”

“It’s a deliberate move to ex-
terminate all independent me-
dia and voices!” Ramesh said in 
a video statement from here.

Another example of weap-
onisation of agencies to harass 
critical voices: Amnesty on I-T 
searches

A day after the Income Tax 
department conducted search-
es at premises of some NGOs, 
Amnesty International on 
Thursday said this is yet anoth-
er “blatant” example of how in-
vestigative agencies have been 
“weaponised” to harass and 
intimidate independent critical 
voices.

Indian authorities must im-
mediately stop these “tactics of 
repression” and ensure that civ-
il society organisations are able 
to operate without the fear of 
reprisal in the country, it said.
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NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 
For and on behalf of Vice Chancellor, Islamic University of Science and Technology, Awantipora, J&K State, 
E-Tenders (in Two cover system) are invited on percentage basis, from approved and eligible contractors 
registered with J&K State Govt. / CPWD / Railways or other State / Central Govt. Departments for the 
following works. 
TENDER DETAILS 

No ENIT No & Date Advertised Cost of 
Construction 

Class of 
Contract 

1 Construction of Aluminium Partitions in DIC Lab etc at IUST Campus 
E-NIT No: -IUST/EW/22/TEND/AP/10A (Dated: 21-09-2022) Rs. 7,58,955.00/= “C & D” 

2 
Dismantling of Pre-Fabricated Structured Huts and Reusing the same at IUST Campus-I, Campus-II, and  
Synthetic Athletic Track 
E-NIT No: -IUST/EW/22/TEND/PFH/14 (Dated: 21-09-2022) Rs. 9,92,709.00/= “C & D” 

3 Construction of Multi use facilities at Canteen Block IUST Campus-I 
E-NIT No: -IUST/EW/22/TEND/MFC/15 (Dated: 21-09-2022) Rs. 9,78,220.00/= “C & D” 

4 Construction of additional space in attic (under truss) at Engineering Wing Office (6 No Workstations) 
E-NIT No: -IUST/EW/22/TEND/EWO/13 (Dated: 21-09-2022) Rs. 5,39,553.00/= “C & D” 

Availability of Tender document: Tender document can be downloaded from website (https://jktenders.gov.in) 
Document Download Start Date: 21-09-2022 
Bid submission Start Date: 21-09-2022 
Bid submission End Date: 01-10-2022 upto 6:00 PM 
Date of Submission of DD (Hard Copy): 03-10-2022 from 10:00 AM upto 4:00 PM 
Date and Time of opening of technical bids:  Bids shall be opened at IUST on 06-10-2022 at 11:00 AM 

Detailed Tender Notices are available on university website www.iust.ac.in  
Sd/- 

Executive Engineer IUST Awantipora DIPK-NB-4061/22

Kashmir farmers on Monday protested at Press colony against halting of Fruit trucks 
near Qazigund on the Srinagar-Jammu Highway. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
who is the District Election Officer 
(DEO) Monday chaired a meeting of 
all Electoral Registration Officers 
(EROs) and Assistant Electoral Reg-
istration Officers(AEROs), Heads 
of all City Colleges and Chief Edu-
cation Officer to review ongoing 
drive for registration of all unreg-
istered eligible voters of Srinagar 
District  through Systematic Voter 
Education Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) under ongoing Special 
Summary Revision(SSR)-2022.

At the outset, detailed delib-
erations were held in order to maxi-
mize the registration of eligible 
electors across 8 Assembly Constit-
uencies of Srinagar District during 
the ongoing Special Summary Revi-

sion of Electoral Rolls-2022 having 
qualifying date as 01/10/2022.

Aijaz stressed the officers to 
work with added zeal in better co-
ordination and mobilise field func-
tionaries within their jurisdiction 
to increase the percentage of enrol-
ment particularly in the newly eli-
gible 18+ year’s age group.

The DEO asked them to adopt a 
multipronged Strategy and fill the 
gaps at micro level with targeted 
interventions to achieve the set tar-
gets. He asked the officers to under-
take Door to Door survey by BLOs 
for enrolment.

The DEO further asked for con-
ducting Special Enrolment Drive in 
Colleges and Schools by utilization 
of Electoral Literacy Clubs (ELCs) 
in all City Colleges besides appoint-
ing a Nodal Officer in the Colleges 
for enrolment drive. He also empha-

sized on holding Youth Voter Festi-
val in all Colleges of the District to 
sensitize the students about the reg-
istration process, electoral process 
and power of their vote.

As part of ongoing extensive 
SVEEP campaign, the DEO directed 
all Officers to hold wide-ranging 
events, activities and outreach 
programs across all colleges and 
schools of district Srinagar in order 
to reach out to every eligible elector 
in the district till 25th October 2022. 
All eligible citizens who have at-
tained the age of 18 or above and are 
born on or before 01-10-2004 must 
get registered in the electoral rolls. 

Srinagar, Principals of all De-
gree Colleges of District Srinagar, 
Chief Education Officer (Nodal Offi-
cer SVEEP) Srinagar, District Level 
Master Trainers and other officials 
of District Election machinery.

DC Calls For Speeding Up 
Electoral Roll Revision

Media And Publishing 
Outreach Conference 
Held At KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar: As an outreach and 
capacity-building initiative in 
the region, Publications Division 
(DPD), Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting, Government of 
India organised a Media & Pub-
lishing Conference in Srinagar in 
association with the Public Rela-
tions Centre, University of Kash-
mir on Monday.  The conference 
was held in the Gandhi Bhawan 
of the University.

The event had eminent 
speakers including administra-
tors, linguists, academicians, 
and domain experts. Prof. Nilofer 
Khan, Vice Chancellor Univer-
sity of Kashmir was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion.

In her Presidential Address, 
Honourable Vice Chancellor Uni-

versity of Kashmir Prof Nilofer 
Khan, appreciated the collabora-
tive endeavor of the University’s 
Public Relations Centre and the 
Publications Division of the I&B 
Ministry to hold this important 
media conference for the larger 
benefit of media professionals, 
students and the public at large.

Calling for more such collab-
orations in future for the benefit 
of media students of the Univer-
sity, Prof Nilofer assured that a 
dedicated space shall be identi-
fied in the University’s Central 
Library for showcasing the jour-
nals, books which are brought 
out by the Publications Division 
from time to time. She said these 
publications are authentic and 
rich in content and deserve wider 

reading by the general masses.
Registrar University of 

Kashmir Dr Nisar Ahmad Mir 
said the current media confer-
ence can become a starting point 
for developing a lasting linkage 
between the University of Kash-
mir and various units of the In-
formation and Broadcasting Min-
istry. The University of Kashmir, 
Dr Mir said, can help the Publica-
tions Division in reaching out to 
different stakeholders with their 
publications and also in under-
taking various outreach activi-
ties. Media Advisor University 
of Kashmir Dr Saleema Jan gave 
the introductory remarks about 
the conference and its theme.

In a session on the devel-
opment roadmap of the region, 
speakers dwelled upon the 
growth story in various sec-

tors and domains. The ADG, 
PIB, Chandigarh Region Shri 
Rajinder Chaudhry threw light 
upon the various Outreach Ini-
tiatives by the Ministry of I&B in 
J&K and Ladakh.  

The concluding session of 
the conference was a panel dis-
cussion on Linguistics and Pub-
lishing Landscape with a focus 
on the heritage and richness of 
the languages in the region, no-
table literary work done, publish-
ing landscape, challenges, and 
opportunities ahead.

An interesting talk on the Craft 
of Writing of English language and 
academic publications was given 
by Ajaz-ul-Haque, Producer, Educa-
tional Multimedia Research Centre 
(EMRC), University of Kashmir. 

Children Hospital Bemina 
Starts Operations
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: The much awaited 500 bed-
ded Children Hospital in Bemina area 
of the city started to function from 
Monday. The Hospital is set to raise the 
benchmark of health infrastructure 
in the Union territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

An official said that all machinery 
and other equipment have been shifted 
to the hospital and it has started func-

tioning. He said that machinery and all 
equipment have been installed at the 
hospital so that the patients won’t suffer.

As the hospital was thrown open, 
the hospital witnessed a rush of pa-
tients who lined up to get their children 
treated.

Speaking to Kashmir Observer, 
Medical Superintendent Children Hos-
pital Dr Nazir Chaudhary said that the 
bedding capacity has been doubled at the 
hospital compared to G.B Pant Hospital.

Sale Operations Of Several 
Pharma Dealers Suspended
Observer News Service

Srinagar:  On the direc-
tions of Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
a team of the Drug Con-
trol Department Mon-
day undertook a spe-
cial drive to inspect the 
Pharma Dealers and 
Chemists Shops in vari-
ous parts of the Srinagar 
City to ensure that phar-
maceutical preparations 
are being sold in conso-
nance with the prescrip-
tions being generated 
by Registered Medical 
Practitioners.

The inspection teams 
of Zone Drug Controllers 
headed by Deputy Drugs 
Controller Nighat Jabeen 
inspected various mar-
kets in the Bemina area 

to ascertain the imple-
mentation of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act.

During this inspec-
tion drives, inspecting 
teams observed that some 
of the chemist/drug es-
tablishments were found 
violating the provisions 
of the Act and operations 
of 3 Medical Establish-
ments were disallowed 
u/s 22 (d) of Drugs & Cos-
metics Act, 1940, while 
3 other establishments 
were served show cause 
notice. 

The Deputy Drug 
Controller also directed 
all the authorized stock-
ists dealing with such 
kind of formulations to 
strictly restrict sale and 
distribution of afore-
mentioned restricted 
drugs for the legitimate 
requirements only. They 

were further directed to 
submit distribution de-
tails of formulations con-
sisting of habit forming 
ingredients on monthly 
basis through designated 
mail, so that the con-
cerned Drugs Control 
Officers shall check the 
rationality and curb the 
unethical trade of such 
drugs, failing which se-
vere action under law 
shall be taken against 
such erring firms. 

The DC further asked 
all Pharma and Chemist 
establishments operat-
ing in Srinagar to adhere 
to the laid down norms 
strictly and warned the 
defaulters to desist from 
any unethical trade prac-
tices, failing which strict 
action as warranted un-
der the Act shall be taken 
against them.
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Person Who Has Support 
Of MLAs Will Be Next CM: 
Rajasthan Minister
Agenceis

Amid the fast-paced political de-
velopments in Rajasthan, Food 
Minister Pratap Singh Khachari-
yawas on Sunday said democracy 
runs on numbers and whoever 
has the support of MLAs will be 
the state's next chief minister.

He also said that Congress 
MLAs reaching the assembly 
speaker's house should not be 
seen as a rebellion by the party 
high command.

High drama unfolded in Rajas-
than as a group of Congress MLAs 
loyal to Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot reached Speaker C P Joshi's 
residence earlier on Sunday to sub-
mit their resignation ahead of a leg-
islature party meeting which was 
called to decide on his successor.

The development suggested 
a worsening power struggle be-
tween the chief minister and 
Sachin Pilot, who was tipped to 
be Gehlot's replacement after he 
declared his candidature for the 
Congress president's post.

The group of MLAs earlier 
held a meeting at Minister Shanti 
Dhariwal's residence, which was 
seen as an attempt to thwart the 
possibility of Pilot being made the 
next chief minister.

Speaking to reporters after the 
meeting, Khachariyawas said the 
Congress leadership should not 
see the decision of party MLAs 

to go to the assembly speaker's 
house as a rebellion.

"This should not be seen as a 
rebellion against the high com-
mand. We can give our life for the 
high command. This is about our 
Congress family," he said.

On Gehlot's successor, Khacha-
riyawas said, "As of now Gehlot is 
the chief minister. In a democracy, 
an election is decided by counting 
votes. Democracy runs on numbers, 
whoever has the support of MLAs 
of Rajasthan will be the leader."

Khachariyawas also accused 
the BJP of trying to destabilise the 
Congress-led government.

"(During the meeting at Dhari-
wal's residence) the MLAs said 
that the BJP's conspiracy will not 
be successful. The people of the 
BJP have been trying to destabi-
lise the government for the last 

four years. The BJP wants to top-
ple the Rajasthan government," 
he charged.

Gehlot and Pilot were at log-
gerheads for the chief minister's 
post soon after the Congress won 
the Assembly elections in De-
cember 2018. The high command 
then chose Gehlot as the chief 
minister for the third time while 
Pilot was made his deputy.

In July 2020, Pilot along with 
18 party MLAs rebelled against 
Gehlot's leadership.

Earlier in the day, Gehlot said 
a one-line resolution stating all 
Congress legislators have full 
faith in the party president's deci-
sion on his successor is likely to 
be passed during the legislature 
party meeting.

The meeting, however, did not 
take place.

"You're Not Fooling Anybody..." 
S Jaishankar On US' F-16 Deal With Pak

AGENCEIS

Washington: External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar has raised 
questions over the "merits" of 
the US-Pakistan relationship and 
said that Washington's ties with 
Islamabad have not served the 
"American interest".
"It's a relationship that has nei-
ther ended up serving Pakistan 
well nor serving the American 
interests," Mr Jaishankar said at 
an event organised by the Indian 
American community in Wash-
ington on Sunday.

The remarks were made when 
the Indian minister was ques-
tioned by the audience on US 
action on F-16 fighter jets with 
Pakistan. Just weeks ago, for the 
first time since 2018, the US State 
Department approved a For-
eign Military Sale (FMS) to the 
Government of Pakistan for the 
sustainability of the Pakistan Air 
Force F-16 fleet and equipment at 
the cost of USD 450 million.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
promptly conveyed to US Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin India's 

concerns over Washington's deci-
sion to provide a sustenance pack-
age for Pakistan's F-16 fleet.

"It's really for the United States 
today to reflect on the merits of 
this relationship and what they 
get by it," Mr Jaishankar asserted.

"For someone to say I am do-
ing this because it is all counter-
terrorism content and so when 
you are talking of an aircraft like 
a capability of an F-16 where ev-
erybody knows, you know where 
they are deployed and their use. 
You are not fooling anybody by 
saying these things," Mr Jaishan-

kar noted.
"If I were to speak to an Ameri-

can policy-maker, I would really 
make the case (that) look what 
you are doing," he asserted.

Mr Jaishankar on Saturday 
concluded the high-level United 
Nations General Assembly debate 
in New York and is scheduled to 
spend the next three days in 
Washington.

The minister is scheduled to 
meet with his American counter-
part, Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken, and other top officials of 
the Biden administration.

FOR SOMEONE TO SAY I AM DOING this because it is all 
counter-terrorism content and so when you are talking of an aircraft 

like a capability of an F-16 where everybody knows, you know where they are 
deployed and their use. You are not fooling anybody by saying these things."

Palestinians Arrested, 
Injured As Far-Right 
Jews Enter Al-Aqsa

Agenceis

Hundreds of ultranational-
ist Jews have entered the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque com-

pound in occupied East Jerusa-
lem – under the protection of 
Israeli authorities – for the sec-
ond day in a row, as Israeli police 
attacked Palestinians gathered 
in the compound and prevented 
others from entering.

The Palestinian Red Crescent 
says at least three Palestinians 
were injured on Monday by Israeli 
forces, while journalists reported 
that 10 others were arrested in 
and around the compound. Israeli 
forces were seen using batons to 
attack Palestinian women and el-
derly men, as well as journalists.

Palestinian journalists reported 
on Monday that at least 264 ul-
tranationalist Israelis had entered 
the compound – one of the holiest 
sites in Islam and a Palestinian na-
tional symbol – in Jerusalem’s Old 
City, which Israel occupied and 
illegally annexed in 1967. On Sun-
day, more than 400 had entered.

The number of ultranational-
ist Jews – supporters of Israel’s 
settler movement – entering the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in-
creased on Sunday and Monday 

in light of Rosh Hashanah, or the 
Jewish New Year, which is from 
September 25 to 27 this year.

Some of those who entered 
prayed at the site, despite a general 
consensus among Orthodox Jews 
that Jewish prayer is not allowed 
in the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound.

Jewish prayer at the site, which 
is also known as the Temple 
Mount to Jews, is seen as provoca-
tive by Palestinians, and a reversal 
of a decades-long consensus to 
not allow the practice.

That has led to increasing ten-
sion with Palestinians, who fear 
attempts by far-right Jews to take 
over the site. Some far-right Jews 
have openly expressed a desire 
to demolish Muslim structures in 
the Al-Aqsa compound to make 
way for what is referred to as the 
Third Temple.

Palestinians had gathered in 
the compound in an attempt to 
defend the site.

An elderly Palestinian man, 
Abubakr al-Shimi, was hospital-
ised after suffering head inju-
ries when he was pushed to the 
ground by Israeli police in an in-
cident that was filmed.

Israeli forces pushed away 
medical staff who attempted to 
treat al-Shimi.

"You'll See The Support": 
Shashi Tharoor, Running 
For Congress President
Agenceis

Palakkad: Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor on Monday 
claimed he has the support of 
party workers from across the 
country for his bid to fight the 
AICC president polls. Amid un-
certainty over Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot's candi-
dature for the top party post, Mr 
Tharoor also met Rahul Gandhi 
on the sidelines of Bharat Jodo 
Yatra at Pattambi in Palakkad in 
north Kerala. Mr Tharoor said it 
was a courtesy call as Mr Gan-
dhi was in his home district.

"You will see the support I 
enjoy when I submit my nomina-
tion paper. I will be in the fray if 
I get support from party workers 
from the majority of the states. So 
many people from different parts 
of the country have requested me 
to be in the fray," Mr Tharoor told 
reporters, reacting to a query on 
his candidature for the Congress 
president's post.

Mr Tharoor said he was inter-
ested in fighting the poll but the 
picture will be clearer only after 
September 30, the last date for 
submitting nomination papers.

The Thiruvananthapuram MP, 
who got the nomination form for 
the poll collected from the Con-
gress headquarters last Saturday, 
said a candidate should fight the 
polls with confidence.

"I have got the form. I am 
meeting people and talking to 
them", he said.

Asked whether he has the sup-
port of the Nehru-Gandhi family 
in fighting the polls, the Congress 
leader said he had discussed the 
matter with Sonia Gandhi, Ra-
hul, and Priyanka, and "and all 
three have directly told me that 
they don't have any issues". He 
also claimed the support of party 
workers in Kerala in his bid to 
fight the polls.

Mr Tharoor had met Sonia 

Gandhi last Monday and ex-
pressed his intention to contest 
the poll.

The Congress president con-
veyed she would stay "neutral" 
in the elections, according to 
sources.

Sonia Gandhi had welcomed 
the idea of more people contest-
ing the poll and dispelled the no-
tion that there would be an "of-
ficial candidate".

According to a notification is-
sued by the party on Thursday, 
the process for filing nomina-
tions for the election will be held 
from September 24 to 30.

The date for scrutiny of the 
nomination papers is October 1, 
while the last date for withdraw-
al of nominations is October 8.

The final list of candidates will 
be published at 5 pm on October 
8. The polling, if needed, will be 
held on October 17.

The counting of votes will be 
taken up on October 19 and the re-
sults will be declared the same day.

More than 9,000 Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) delegates 
will vote in the poll.

The Congress last saw a con-
test for the party president's post 
in November 2000.

Jitendra Prasada had lost to Sonia 
Gandhi in 2000 and prior to that, 
Sitaram Kesri had defeated Sharad 
Pawar and Rajesh Pilot in 1997.6 Pak Military Personnel 

Killed In Second Chopper 
Crash In A Month

Agenceis

Islamabad: Six Pakistan service-
men were killed in a helicopter 
crash in southwestern Pakistan, 
the military said Monday, the 
second deadly chopper incident 
in just over a month.

The helicopter went down near 
Khost, a small town in Balochistan 
province bordering Afghanistan 
and Iran.

"A helicopter on a flying mis-
sion crashed late last night. Six 
personnel -- including two army 
majors (both pilots) embraced 
shahadat(martyrdom) in the crash," 

the military said in a statement.
No further details were given 

about the cause of the crash or type 
of aircraft. The area where the heli-
copter came down has not been hit 
by recent flooding. In early August, 
six Pakistan servicemen including 
one of the army's top commanders 
were killed when their helicopter 
crashed during flood relief opera-
tions in Balochistan.

Fierce monsoon rains have 
caused devastating flooding in 
Pakistan this year -- particularly in 
Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

More than 1,600 people have 
died, 323 in Balochistan.

"Why Encroaching On 
Others' Rights?": Court To 
Jain Bodies Over Meat Ads

Agenceis

Mumbai: The Bombay High 
Court on Monday asked three 
Jain religious charitable trusts 
and a city resident practicing 
Jainism why they were seek-
ing to encroach on the rights of 
others by appealing for restric-
tions or ban on advertisements 
for meat and meat products in 
print and electronic media.

A division bench of Chief Justice 
Dipankar Datta and Justice Mad-
hav Jamdar further noted that the 
issue falls within the domain of 
the legislature and it cannot frame 
law/rules imposing bans.

Three religious charitable 
trusts and a Mumbai resident 
practising Jainism, claimed in 
their plea that their families, 
including children, are forced to 
watch such advertisements.

This infringed on their right 
to live peacefully and "tamper" 
with the minds of their chil-

dren, the petitioners contended.
The high court while hear-

ing the plea on Monday raised 
questions on the prayers made 
in the petition.

"What about violation of Ar-
ticle 19 of the Constitution? Why 
are you (petitioners) seeking to 
encroach on others' rights? Have 
you read the Preamble of our Con-
stitution? It makes certain prom-
ises," Chief Justice Datta said.

The bench also noted that it 
may not have the jurisdiction to 
pass orders on the petition.

"You are asking the high court 
to order the state government to 
frame a rule, law or guidelines to 
ban something. This is a legisla-
tive action. It is for the legislative 
to say...not us," the court said.

The court noted that while an 
ordinary person has the option 
of switching off the television 
when such an ad comes, the 
court would have to look at the 
issue on the point of law.

Influential Muslim Religious 
Leader Yusuf Al-Qaradawi Dies
Agenceis

Sheikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, one 
of the Sunni Muslim world’s 
most influential religious 

scholars, has died.
Al-Qaradawi, an Egyptian who 

was based in Qatar, was the chair-
man of the International Union of 
Muslim Scholars, and also a spiri-
tual leader for the Muslim Brother-
hood. He was 96 years old.

His death on Monday was an-
nounced on his official Twitter ac-
count. Al-Qaradawi, who formerly 
made regular appearances on Al 
Jazeera Arabic to discuss religious 
matters, hosted a popular TV pro-
gram, “Shariah and Life,” in which 
he took calls from across the Mus-
lim world, dispensing theologi-
cal rulings and offering advice on 
everything from global politics to 
mundane aspects of daily life.

Al-Qaradawi was highly critical 
of the coup that overthrew Egypt’s 
first democratically elected presi-
dent, Mohamed Morsi, in 2013.

Morsi had been a member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood before he be-
came president, and was backed by 
the movement.

Al-Qaradawi was unable to return 

to Egypt following Morsi’s overthrow 
due to his opposition to Egypt’s Pres-
ident Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.

The religious leader had previous-
ly been in exile from Egypt prior to 
the 2011 revolution that overthrew 
former President Hosni Mubarak.

His death sparked strong reac-
tions across the Muslim world, 
as people took to social media to 
mourn his death.

The Muslim Brotherhood, which 
was founded in Egypt and had 
branches across the region, played a 
considerable role in the 2011 upris-
ings that rocked the Middle East and 
led to widespread demonstrations in 
several countries across the region.

Al-Qaradawi had been tried and 

sentenced to death in absentia in Egypt.
Al Jazeera’s Jamal El Shayyal, said 

Qaradawi authored “more than 120 
books and more than 50-60 other 
publications that spoke to a large 
section of the global Muslim com-
munity”.

“He was probably the most in-
ternationalised Muslim scholar that 
Islam had in modern days – prob-
ably the single most influential in 
that he didn’t limit his teachings to 
a specific section of Islam,” he said.

Qaradawi often spoke about 
modern day issues, including  ev-
erything from the “permissibility 
of relationships to elections and de-
mocracy to social justice issues,” El 
Shayyal added.

Born in 1926, while Egypt was 
still under British colonial rule, 
Al-Qaradawi combined religious 
education with anti-colonial activ-
ism during his youth. His activism 
against the British occupation and 
later, his association with the Mus-
lim Brotherhood led to his arrest 
several times during the 1950’s.

He moved to Qatar in the early 
1960s when he was appointed 
Dean of the Faculty of Shariah at 
Qatar University and then later 
granted Qatari citizenship.

Couple Use Fake 
Matrimonial Profiles To 
Cheat `1.6 Crore In UP: Police

Agenceis

Moradabad: A couple was ar-
rested in Uttar Pradesh's Mora-
dabad for allegedly duping 35 
people of over ̀ 1.6 crore by mak-
ing fake matrimonial profiles.

The Civil Lines Police Sta-
tion and the Cyber Cell team 
arrested the couple using fake 
matrimonial websites to dupe 
people. While the man is from 
Jharkhand, the woman is from 
Bihar and the two are married.

As per the police, the two 
have duped around 35 people 
so far and have made around ` 
1,63,83,000 by doing this.

During a press conference, 
the Circle Officer of Civil Lines, 

DSP Anup Kumar Yadav re-
vealed information about the 
incident.
"A complaint was received at 
the Moradabad Civil Lines Po-
lice Station by a Colonel that a 
person duped around ` 27 lakh 
from his daughter on the pre-
text of marriage. After this, an 
investigation team was formed 
with Civil Lines Police Station 
and the Cyber Cell team. After 
investigation, two persons were 
arrested who will be presented 
before the honourable court," 
DSP Anup Kumar said.

As per information collected 
so far, the two have duped 
around 35 people in the last 
year and a half, he said.

Monkey Tries To Snatch 
Baby From Her Mother Near 
Mumbai, Leaves Her Injured
Agenceis

Thane: A one-month-old girl was 
injured after a monkey sneaked 
into a police station in Maharashtra 
and tried to snatch the baby from 
her mother, an official said.

The incident took place on Sun-
day when the woman carrying 
the infant went to Shil Daighar 
police station in Thane city to file 
a complaint.

At the same time, a mon-
key sneaked into the premises, 
jumped on the woman, and tried 
to snatch the baby, the official 
said. The woman held the baby 
tightly and saved her from the 
animal's clutches.

The child, however, suffered 
injuries in the incident, the offi-
cial said. The woman rushed the 
bleeding child to a nearby hospi-
tal where the baby received five 
stitches on her head for the inju-
ries, he said. The child's condition 
is stable, the official said.

The woman told reporters that 
she had seen the monkey at the 
police station and wanted to drive 
it away, In the attempt, the animal 
pounced on her child.

"I was shocked, but luckily, I 
managed to save my child," she said.

Forest personnel later reached 
the police station and took the 
monkey away to release it into the 
wild, the official said.
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Didn't Consult Any 
Political Party Before 
Forming DAP: Azad

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Asserting that he had 
not consulted any political par-
ty before launching his Demo-
cratic Azad Party (DAP), for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
Monday said he does not con-
sider leaders of other parties as 
his enemies and respects every 
politician and religion equally.

Azad said he has told his party 
colleagues to stick to their ideol-
ogy and principles and not use 
abusive language against others.

Azad (73) ended his five-de-
cade-long association with the 
Congress last month to launch 
the DAP with the support of 
more than two dozen former 
Jammu and Kashmir ministers 
and legislators of the grand old 
party, including former deputy 
chief minister Tara Chand.

"Many people level wild alle-
gations that we have links with 
this party or that party. I want 
to make it clear that we only 
have an agreement with our 
hearts and minds, besides the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir 
and none else.

"We had not consulted any 
other party before forming our 
party. Only our colleagues here 
and in Kashmir were on board. 
No regional or national political 
party had any knowledge about 
it -- neither about the formation 
of the new party nor its name," 
Azad told reporters here.

The former Union minister 
said the DAP has its own ide-
ology, approach and thinking 
based on the Gandhian philoso-
phy that led to the country's in-
dependence.

Expressing displeasure over 

levelling of allegations and 
counter-allegations, he said, 
"We are a cultured society and 
such things should not be there."

"We respect all religions and 
all political parties. I met my 
colleagues throughout Sunday, 
both seniors as well as young-
sters, and asked them not to 
indulge in squabbles or speak 
against anyone.

"We have to draw a line and 
tell ourselves that political par-
ties and enmity are two differ-
ent things. The other parties are 
our political competitors like 
students in a classroom. Some 
score high or low marks and 
some fail in the exams, but they 
still remain as students and not 
become enemies," Azad added.

He said people are the real 
fountains of power as they decide 
the fate of all political leaders.

"Let everyone talk about his 
party, ideology, plans and mani-
festoes. The people are the mas-
ters, who will see and decide the 
fate of the contestants," he said.

The veteran politician said 
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and 
Christians are like the four 
chambers of his heart, which 
are dependent on each other 
and there is no space for hatred.

Asked whether he plans to 
contest the next Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly election, 
Azad said it will be considered 
only after the polls are declared.

However, he said, "The priori-
ty is to register our party but si-
multaneously, we will continue 
with our activities because the 
polls can be declared anytime."

He also said the DAP will try 
to give 50 per cent poll tickets 
to youngsters and women.

10th, 11th, 12th Board Exams

444 Schools Of J&K, Ladakh 
Declared Hard Zones

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Following the 
implementation of Uniform 
Academic Calendar, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School 
Education (BOSE) has declared 
Leh district of Ladakh and 444 
other schools as hard zones and 
has subsequently ordered to 
conduct the annual regular ex-
ams of these areas in the month 
of April.

BOSE has said, “Annual Regu-
lar Examinations held by the 
JKBOSE of classes 10th, 11th and 
12th shall be held in the month 
of March in the both the divisions 
of Union territory of JK and Union 
Territory of Ladakh excluding 
hard zones and hard areas.”

The Board notification states 
that annual regular examina-
tion of hard zones and hard ar-
eas of Union territory of JK and 
Union territory of Ladakh shall 
be held in the month of April.

“The results of Annual regular 

examination of Kashmir division 
and Jammu division and Union 
territory of Ladakh including 
hard zones and hard areas shall 
be declared simultaneously in 
the month of June,” it reads.

It also reads that the annual 
private and bi-annual exami-
nation in Union territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Union 
territory of Ladakh shall be held 
in the month of August and its 
result shall be declared in the 
month of October.

“The revised academic cal-
endar for the current academic 
session depicting schedule of 
the activities of JKBOSE like 
tentative date for submission 
of examination, forms, conduct 
of examination, declaration of 
results etc has also been de-
clared,” reads the notification.

Pertinently, in August, the 
government has said that in-
stead of the November-Decem-
ber session, it will commence 
with the annual regular board 

examinations of 10th-12th 
standard from March.

Prior to the decision, the 
School Education Department 
earlier in May had sought a de-
tailed report from the panel con-
stituted for preparing the uni-
form academic calendar for both 
divisions of Jammu and Kashmir.

Earlier the Chief Secretary 
of Jammu and Kashmir, Arun 
Kumar Mehta had said that 
Jammu and Kashmir will fully 
implement the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) from the cur-
rent academic session.

Mehta has also said that the 
implementation of NEP-2020 
will also move to a uniform aca-
demic calendar which in turn 
will be synchronized to the na-
tional academic calendar.

In July, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Higher Education Depart-
ment (HED) said that Uniform 
Academic Calendar shall be 
followed from academic year 
2022-23—(KNO)

J&K Cong Extends Support To 
Protesting KP Employees

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir unit of the Congress on Mon-
day extended support to Kash-
miri Pandit employees engaged 
under the prime minister's pack-
age for migrants who have been 
protesting for relocation to safer 
places outside the Valley.

Cracking down on the agitat-
ing employees, the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration has is-
sued orders to stop their sala-
ries. The employees have been 
staging a dharna since May 
when one of the employees, Ra-
hul Bhat, was shot dead by mili-
tants in his office in Budgam.

"The migrant employees 
have been protesting for about 
four months now, and instead 
of paying heed to their genu-
ine demands, the BJP, through 
the lieutenant governor, is 
blackmailing them by with-
holding their salaries," JKPCC 
spokesperson Deepika Singh 
Rajawat said.

"I am astonished to see this 
administration threatening 
these employees to fall in line at 
such a sensitive time when the 

security situation in the valley is 
in shambles," Rajawat said, add-
ing that their salaries should be 
released immediately.

By stopping their salaries, the 
administration is trying to exact 
revenge from them for a crime 
they have not committed, the 
Congress leader said.

"Instead of devising a robust 
solution to the ensuing crises in 
the valley, this regime is trying to 
crush them into submission. The 
regime is further victimising an 

already battered and victimised 
community," Rajawat said.

"All genuine demands of the 
protesting employees must be 
conceded and the order with-
holding their salaries shall 
be immediately withdrawn," 
she said. "A proper and suit-
able transfer policy should 
be invoked for the welfare of 
migrant employees and treat-
ing them like a liability on 
the Union territory should be 
stopped."

Mehta Inaugurates 
Navratra Festival At Katra

Observer News Service

KATRA: Chief Secretary, Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta on Monday inau-
gurated the Navratra Festival 
2022 in a glittering function 
here at Yog Ashram, Katra in 
presence of Divisional Commis-
sioner, Jammu, Ramesh Kumar, 
Director Tourism, Jammu, Vive-
kanand Rai; CEO, Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine Board, Anshul Garg; 
DC, Reasi, Babila Rakwal besides 
other senior officers.

The inaugural ceremony was 
marked with traditional puja 
and formal reception of all im-
portant guests by presentation 
of Mata ki Chunaries. A colourful 
cultural and devotional program 
was presented by renowned art-
ist groups which mesmerized 
the public with their vibrant 
performances. Also, a Laser 
Show on Mata Ki Kahani was 
displayed which was well ap-
preciated by the audience.

Dr Mehta, who was Chief 
Guest on the occasion said that 
the administration is dedicated 
towards facilitating the tourists 
with quality services at Katra. 
He congratulated the local com-
munity on the auspicious occa-
sion of Navratra and extended 
warm greetings for the same.

Anshul Garg while welcoming 
the guests said “Navratras are 
the time to welcome new begin-
nings. This time to celebrate the 
holy occasion of Navratri Shrine 
Board has installed welcome 
gates and selfie point at Katra 
for the devotees. Also, physically 
challenged devotees will be pro-
vided horses and battery cars 
free of cost to make it easier for 
them to visit the Shrine”.

Divisional Commissioner, 

Jammu appreciated the role of 
Tourism Department, Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, 
District Administration Reasi, 
Central Bureau of Communica-
tion, UT of J&K and Ladakh and 
all other agencies for putting up 
facilities for the successful con-
duct of the festival.

The Navratra festival which 
was started in 1996, has today 
metamorphosed into an event 
of outrageous proportions with 
thousands of people coming to-
gether not only to pay obeisance 
to Maa Vaishno Devi Ji, but also 
to be the part of grand celebra-
tions. Bright lights, drape of 
varied hues, sound of folk and 
devotional music in the back-
ground shall be a common oc-
currence during these Navratras 
at Katra/ Jammu.

 The main highlights of the 
Nine days event to be organized 
at Katra from 26th September to 
04th October are Ramleela, All 
India Devotional Song Compe-
tition, Bhagwat Katha,  Prabhat 
Pheri, Shoba Yatra, Mata Ki Ka-
hani,  Laser Show on theme of 
Mata Ki Kahani, Hum Bhi Kam 
Nahi Talent Show, Wrestling 
Competition, Hassaya Vyang 
and Kavi Sammelan etc. Besides, 
cultural program and multime-
dia exhibition by Central Bu-
reau of Communication, UT of 
J&K and Ladakh shall be held at 
Higher Secondary School, Ka-
tra were distinguished perfor-
mance from throughout India 
shall present their art forms.

Lastly, the vote of thanks was 
presented by Director Tourism, 
Jammu extended his gratitude 
and appreciation to all the stake-
holders for their commitment 
and overwhelming support.

Mainly Dry Weather 
Forecast In J&K

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Minimum tempera-
ture recorded a drop at most 
places even as the weather de-
partment on Monday forecast 
mainly dry weather with possi-
bility of isolated rain in Jammu 
and Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological department of-
ficial here said that there was no 
large change expected in the weath-
er in the subsequent two days.

In the last 24 hours till 0830 
hours, he said, Srinagar received 
1.9mm rain, Qazigund 6.2mm, 
Pahalgam 8.6mm, Kupwara 
2.8mm, Kukernag 10.6mm, Gul-
marg 0.6mm, Jammu 1.4mm, 
Banihal 8.4mm, Batote 24.2mm, 
Katra 4.2mm, Bhaderwah 
47.2mm and Kathua 27.2mm.

Regarding the minimum tem-
perature, he said, Srinagar record-
ed a low of 14.6°C against 15.8°C 
on the previous night. The tem-
perature was 4.2°C above normal 
for the summer capital during this 
time of the year, he said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 

9.0°C against 15.0°C on the previ-
ous night. The temperature was 
0.1°C above normal there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 
settled at 6.4°C against 12.3°C 
on the previous night and it 
was 0.2°C above normal for the 
south Kashmir resort, he said.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
9.0°C against 13.5°C the previ-
ous night and it was 0.6°C below 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg resort 
recorded a low of 4.0°C against 
6.2°C on the previous night. It 
was 3.0°C below normal for the 
north Kashmir place, he said.

In Kupwara town, the mer-
cury settled at 12.6°C against 
14.6°C on the previous night, the 
official said. It was 3.3°C above 
normal for the north Kashmir 
place, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 
19.7°C against 22.7°C on the pre-
vious night. It was 2.0°C below 
normal for J&K’s winter capital, 
he said. Banihal recorded a low of 
10.8°C, Batote 11.2°C, Katra 17.7°C 
and Bhadarwah 9.8°C.  (GNS)

J&K Emerges Best 
Performing UT For 
Enrolment Under AB-PMJAY

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: With substantial 
health insurance coverage to 
populace of the Union Territory, 
Jammu and Kashmir has bagged 
best performing Union Terri-
tory category for enrolment un-
der Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY).

Union Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister, Mansukh Manda-
viya, presented the prestigious 
award to State Health Agency 
during a two day Arogya Man-
than held in New Delhi to com-
memorate completion of four 
years of implementation of Ay-
ushman Bharat–Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana and one year 
of completion of Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).

All the states and Union Territo-
ries participated in the Manthan.

During the event, the State 
Health Agencies exhibited the 
best practices adopted in their 
respective states and UTs to-
wards making these schemes a 
great success.

Secretary Health & Medical 
Education (H&ME), J&K, Dr Bhu-
pinder Kumar, who represented 
J&K State Health Agency, show-
cased the best practices adopted 
in the UT resulting successful 
implementation of AB–PMJAY.

He also highlighted the prog-
ress achieved, so far, by J&K in 
beneficiary identification and 

feedback mechanism under Ay-
ushman Bharat.

Dr Bhupinder Kumar; Chief 
Executive Officer, State Health 
Agency J&K, Ayushi Sudan and 
State Nodal Officer J&K, Sanam 
Mansoor received the award 
from Union Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister, Mansukh 
Mandaviya at Vigyan Bhawan.

Pertinently, J&K has been rec-
ognized for its best practices in 
booklet on best practices and in-
novations which was launched 
by CEO, NHA, Dr R S Sharma at 
the event.

Union Health Minister, while 
addressing the valedictory func-
tion, appreciated the J&K ad-
ministration for generation of 
golden cards.

Notably, J&K has covered 
90 per cent of the beneficiary 
families in terms of golden card 
generation, so far. The innova-
tive practices adopted by the 
UT government in generation of 
golden cards has resulted in bet-
ter utilization of services by the 
beneficiaries. The State Health 
Agency has rolled out an ambi-
tious door-to-door exercise to 
achieve 100 percent saturation 
under the Ayushman Bharat 
PMJAY SEHAT scheme.

Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) SEHAT has crossed a 
major milestone of providing 5 
lakh free treatments to the citi-
zens of J&K recently.

Prasad Assumes Charge 
As Principal Secy PDD

Terrorist Killed In 
Kulgam Encounter: Police

IASOWA J&K Distributes books 
At GMS Dodhi Gujjar Colony

Youth Festival Celebrated 
At High Ground Anantnag

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Senior IAS officer 
H. Rajesh Prasad on Monday 
assumed charge as Principal 
Secretary Power Develop-
ment Department here at 
Civil Secretariat.

After assuming office, Prasad 
held an introductory meeting 
with senior officers and dis-
cussed various functions of the 
department.

Senior officers and officials of 
PDD among others welcomed 
Prasad on the occasion.

2 Civilians, Soldier 
Also Injured During 
Exchange Of Fire

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: An unidentified 
terrorist was killed while two 
civilians and a soldier were in 
an ongoing encounter in South 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district, po-
lice said Monday.

The encounter, according to 
a police spokesperson, started 
when a joint team of police and 
army laid a cordon around Bat-
pora village following informa-
tion about the presence of ter-
rorists there.

In the initial exchange of gun-
fire, he said, two civilians and 

a civilian were injured. All of 
them were removed to the hos-
pital for treatment.

“01 Army soldier & 02 civil-
ians got injured in the ongoing 
#encounter. All the 03 injured 
shifted to hospital for treat-
ment. #Operation going on. Fur-
ther details shall follow,” Police 
posted on its official Twitter 
handle.

In another Tweet, the police 
spokesperson claimed to have 
killed an unknown terrorist in 
the ongoing gun-battle.

#KulgamEncounterUpdate: 
01 #terrorist of proscribed #ter-
ror outfit JeM killed. Identifica-
tion of the killed terrorist being 
ascertained. #Search going on. 
Further details shall follow.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: Army’s 1 RR in 
collaboration with District Ad-
ministration Anantnag with 
participation by Departments 
of School Education and Youth 
Services and Sports on Monday 
organized a colorful Youth Festi-
val at High Ground, here.

The event was attended by 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) An-
antnag, Dr Basharat Qayoom as 
Chief Guest while Commanding 
Officer 1 RR, District Social Wel-
fare Officer and other officers of 
Civil Administration and Indian 
Army also graced the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
DC said that such programmes 
are being organized to provide a 
platform for the youth to show-
case their talent and to keep 
them away from drug addiction, 
unlawful activities and to polish 
their talent.

He said the intent is to make 
students aware regarding the 
various career opportunities 
available so that students can 
leverage their talent to bring a 
good name to the district. He 
congratulated CO 1 RR and others 
involved in organizing the festi-
val for putting up a good show.

Besides, teachers and stu-
dents from different institu-
tions, specially abled persons, 
local artists, youth icons and the 
general public participated in 
the festival.

Motivating youth to pursue 
their passion in sports, athletics, 
culture, music, business etc, var-
ious events including cultural 
programmes, sufi songs, games 
and food stalls, online singing 
and dance competition, ca-
reer counseling, talks by young 
achievers, Dog skill show, know 
your Army, martial arts display, 
empowerment of women and 
specially abled persons were 
presented.

Encouraging youth to chase 
their dreams passionately, youth 
icon Aadil Teeli (Cyclist) inter-
acted with them and shared his 
story of struggle, perseverance 
and subsequent success.

On the occasion, stalls of vari-
ous national and multinational 
companies, University of Dehra-
dun Web help, etc were erected 
to impart career counseling and 
guidance to youth.

Hearing aids and wheelchairs 
were also distributed among the 
specially abled persons by the DC.

Dr Basharat said that various 
specially abled persons are be-
ing facilitated by way of provid-
ing wheelchairs, prosthetic aids 
to empower them to compete 
and demonstrate their talents 
so that they can contribute to 
the society.

The youth appreciated Ad-
ministration, Army and con-
cerned departments for the ini-
tiative and called for more such 
events to be held.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The members of IAS 
Officers Wives Association (IA-
SOWA), J&K led by President 
IASOWA, J&K, Dr Amita Mehta 
visited Government Middle 
School Dodhi Gujjar Colony, in 
zone Purmandal, in connection 
with donation drive held by the 
association.

President IASOWA, J&K, Dr 
Amita Mehta is the wife of Chief 
Secretary Jammu & Kashmir, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta.

A number of story books, 
sports articles, educational aids, 
brain games, indoor games etc. 
were distributed among the stu-
dents during the drive.

Dr Amita Mehta informed 
that the members of the asso-
ciation have adopted the ver-
dayani learning centre of the 
school and would regularly visit 
the school to assess the quality 
of education and other co cur-
ricular activities.

In her speech she empha-
sised that the IASOWA J&K 
would continue working to-
wards the environment and 
for the betterment of the un-
derprivileged sections of the 
society, especially women and 
children.

Other members of IASOWA 
also spoke on the occasion.

She assured that the demands 
made by the school committee 
have been duly noted and would 
be forwarded to the concerned 
for appropriate action.

The members of IASOWA 
present at the occasion included 
Dr Rashmi Singh, Ankita Kar, 
Geetanjali Singhla, Anuradha 
Jangid and Divya Yadav among 
others.

Chief Education Officer, Zonal 
Education Officer, Principal GMS 
were also present.

Pertinent to mention, the IA-
SOWA J&K regularly undertakes 
various activities of social wel-
fare all over the UT.
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New Azad Party

F
ormer veteran Congress leader Ghulam Nabi 
Azad on Monday formally floated a new party 
and named it Democratic Azad Force (DAF). 
He also released his party flag with three 

strips in different colours—mustard, white and dark 
blue. Talking to the media, Azad made measured nois-
es while being mindful of the sensitivities in Kashmir 
Valley and Jammu division. He refrained from pitting 
himself against the other parties saying political op-
ponents are not enemies. He asserted that everyone 
had a right to propagate their own policies and pro-
grammes in a democracy and that it was for the people 
to choose any of them. The DAF leader also brought 
up the cancellation of the annual darbar move saying  
the arrival of people from Kashmir used to boost busi-
ness activities in Jammu. And addressing concerns 
in Kashmir, Azad called on the administration to give 
priority to the movement of fruit-laden trucks from 
Kashmir to elsewhere in the country as the fruits have 
shorter shelf life. 

Azad is planning more rallies across the union ter-
ritory to drum up support for his new party. And his 
message is resonating with a significant section of the 
population. For one, his exit has by and large depleted 
the local Congress ranks. It only further reinforces the 
once vaunted national party’s image of a sinking ship. 
And in J&K, as a result, Congress has ceased to be a vi-
able political force with hardly any vote-gathering lead-
er left in the party. Major J&K Congress leaders with a 
substantial following in their respective constituencies 
have joined Azad. Among them are leaders like Taj Mo-
hiuddin, Ghulam Mohammad Saroori and Pirzada Mo-
hammad Sayeed and the like. This is expected to enable 
Azad to make deep inroads into the constituencies of the 
other parties, particularly the Muslim vote bank which 
may or may not go to the advantage of the BJP. 

But there is a counter opinion too which sees Azad 
as a viable challenger to both the BJP and the Kashmir-
based parties.  Some even see him as a future chief min-
ister.  Should he get more seats, the former Congress 
leader is also seen as a favourite to form the next govern-
ment with the support of Kashmir-based parties.   But 
for now, these analyses are in the realm of speculation.

Azad has also nullified the earlier rumours of join-
ing the saffron party by floating his own  party. His is 
the second party to have come up in J&K following the 
revocation of Article 370 in August 2019. The first one 
is the Apni Party led by the businessman turned politi-
cian Altaf Bukhari which sees the withdrawal of Article 
370 as a fait accompli. Azad also doesn’t insist on the re-
versal of the move but wants land and job rights for the 
“native domiciles,” only. This demand is something on 
which there is a room for a potential consensus between 
Kashmir and Jammu. However, the coming weeks and 
months will reveal whether Azad’s message resonates 
with the people or not.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Let the rupee fall

O
n Wednesday, the US Federal Reserve stepped up 
its efforts to tackle inflation, raising interest rates 
by 75 basis points for the third straight time. The 
benchmark federal funds rate now stands at 3-3.25 

per cent — the highest since the financial crisis of 2008. 
While the decision is in line with market expectations, the 
tone of the policy, the projections therein were markedly 
hawkish. The central bank left no room for ambiguity, stat-
ing emphatically that it “is strongly committed to returning 
inflation to its 2 per cent objective”. The Fed dot plot — a 
chart that plots the projection of each the Fed official of the 
central bank’s short term rate — indicates that the bench-
mark rate will rise to 4.4 per cent by the end of this year. This 
signals another rate hike of at least 75 basis points when the 
Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) meets next in 
November, followed by another hike, though possibly of a 
slightly lower magnitude in December. With rates expected 
to rise further to 4.6 per cent in 2023, this revised likely tra-
jectory of the interest rates also douses expectations of the 
Fed either holding or lowering rates next year.

The “pain” that will be induced to bring US inflation 
down is likely to be significant. As per the projections accom-
panying the policy, economic growth has now been pegged 
at 0.2 per cent this year, significantly lower than the earlier 
assessment of 1.7 per cent. Alongside, the Fed has upped its 
estimate of the unemployment rate, expecting it to rise to 3.8 
per cent this year, and further to 4.4 per cent next year. As 
Jerome Powell, chairman of the Federal Reserve, noted, “I 
wish there was a painless way to do that. There isnt”. This 
pain will be felt across sectors, across asset classes, across 
the world.

With the US dollar hitting a fresh 20 year high — the 
dollar index is hovering around 111 — there is pressure on 
other currencies. The Euro is at around multi-decadal lows, 
and currencies of emerging market economies are also un-
der pressure to depreciate. The Indian rupee also weakened 
sharply against the dollar, crossing the psychological mark 
of 80 — on Thursday, it closed at a record low of 80.86 against 
the dollar, down from 79.975 in the previous session. So far, 
the RBI has been drawing down its foreign exchange re-
serves, intervening actively in the currency markets. But, 
considering the strengthening of the dollar, a deteriorating 
current account deficit, the RBI should limit its interven-
tions, allow the currency to adjust.

Indian Express

“

Power Consolidation in China

Asad Mirza

T
he 20th Congress of China’s Communist 
Party will begin on 16 October, a five 
yearly exercise. This time it is expected 
to approve Xi Jinping as the country's 

paramount leader for the third unprecedented 
time

Recent rumours of a military or a political 
coup in China seem to be largely unsubstantiated 
and unreliable. They can be dismissed based on 
the fact that the current leadership has, in the 
past week, acted harshly against what it called a 
“political clique” against the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP). This is not a new phenomenon and 
more or less, happens before every major party 
conference. 

Last week, China's former Deputy Public Se-
curity Minister Sun Lijun, former Justice Minis-
ter Fu Zhenghua and three former police chiefs of 
Shanghai, Chongqing and Shanxi provinces were 
jailed for life, after being denounced for "serious-
ly damaging the unity of the party". This was also 
intended as a message to anti-Xi forces to fall in 
line and support the current leader.

Though there is little doubt that Xi is poised to 
win five more years as China’s paramount leader, 
extending a tenure that began in late 2012, there 
is still uncertainty about how much influence 
he will wield over the formation of a new power 
structure. But the Congress will also end specula-
tions about China’s rising stars on the horizon. 

20th  CCP Congress
Xi, 69, is widely expected to be exempt from 

the party’s informal “seven up, eight down” rule 
that ordinarily requires senior officials who are 
68 or older to step down.

The rule will also not be applicable to every-
one in the party’s inner circles, meaning at least 
two of the seven-member Politburo Standing 
Committee and half of the 25-strong Politburo will 
probably retire.

But the new structure could be even more in-
novative, as there have been suggestions that Xi 
may shrink the CCP standing committee to five 
members, giving him more freedom, and replace 
some of those members who have yet to reach 68 
by having them retire to make way for his sup-
porters.

CCP over the years
Mao Zedong overshadowed the Chinese polit-

ical system for the first 27 years of the CCP rule. 
Until his death in 1976, Mao had the final word on 
every state and party matter including deciding 
the leadership’s formation, enlarging or shrink-
ing the size of the Politburo and the standing com-

mittee at will.
In 1978, Deng Xiaoping became the para-

mount leader. Though considered very powerful, 
he also had to consult with seven other senior 
party members, a group known collectively as the 
“Eight Elders” or the “Eight Immortals”.

By 1989 with Jiang Zemin’s rise to power and 
after Deng Xiaoping’s death in 1997, consensus 
politics had started to take hold in the CCP. The 
top party leadership introduced channels to bal-
ance and institutionalise power, and to improve 
accountability and governance. 

Jiang, for instance, introduced the “seven 
up, eight down” practice. Jiang’s successor Hu 
Jintao, from 2002 to 2012 further institutionalised 
Consensus rule, through intra-party democracy, 
through straw polls and competitive elections for 
the members of the party’s Central Committee.

Xi’s Tenure
This led to June 2007, about four months be-

fore the party’s 17th Congress at which Xi was 
inducted into the Politburo Standing Commit-
tee, when a straw poll was held for the first time 
among all Central Committee members and other 
leading officials to recommend provisional candi-
dates for the new 25-member Politburo.

Five years later, in May 2012, the party’s elite 
officials again met in Beijing to make recommen-
dations on candidates not only for the 25-member 
Politburo, but more importantly the Standing 
Committee, also. This poll was then used as a 
benchmark to shape the new leadership line-up 
for the 18th Congress, at which Xi emerged as 
party supremo.

However, Jinping did not like the previous 
electoral methods. Before the party’s 19th Con-
gress in October 2017, from which Xi emerged as 
a stronger leader having secured a second term, 

the party leadership found serious faults with the 
straw poll method. Ahead of the 19th Congress, Xi 
opted instead for face-to-face meetings to select 
the new leadership. 

The most obvious prerequisite for being 
elected to the new party structure is to be seen as 
being loyal to the current leader and party leader-
ship besides possessing experience in key areas 
like ability to handle crises, a proven track record 
of competency, the ability to earn Xi’s trust, a 
highly educated background and strong regional 
leadership experience.

In the forthcoming Congress, many contend-
ers for top posts also share close connections to 
Xi and his trusted aides and have professional ex-
pertise in areas such as technology and business.

Several of Xi’s former associates in Zhejiang 
and Fujian provinces are expected to be promoted 
to even higher positions. One such high-flyer is 
Shanghai party chief Li Qiang, and the other one 
is He Lifeng, who is in charge of the National De-
velopment and Reform Commission. 

Some other regional chiefs are also seen as 
strong candidates for advancement, even though 
they have not been associated directly with Xi be-
fore he became president. This includes Guang-
dong party boss Li Xi; Fujian party secretary Yin 
Li and Shanghai mayor Gong Zheng; Liu Haixing, 
a seasoned diplomat; Liu Jieyi, currently Head of 
the State Council’s Taiwan Affairs Office, and 
might be the next Chinese foreign minister; Liu 
Zhenli, commander of the PLA's ground forces 
and Shen Yiqin, one of the few women in a pro-
vincial party leadership role or on the Central 
Committee, Shen is a front runner to succeed Sun 
Chunlan as a Politburo member when she retires. 
Vice-Premier Sun is currently the only woman in 
the Politburo.

A confident Xi looking set to secure his third 
term as the party chief at the Congress, has plans 
to achieve the target of creating a more modern 
socialist China by 2049 – the centenary of the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China, and to 
accomplish this dream he needs a new leadership 
line-up which will help him take forward and de-
liver that promise or a legacy which we would 
want to leave behind.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer 
Asad Mirza is a political commentator based 

in New Delhi. 

He was also associated with BBC Urdu Service 
and Khaleej Times of Dubai. He writes on Indian 

Muslims, educational, international affairs, 
interfaith and current affairs

T
HIS is in reference to the 
recently released National 
Family Health Survey 2019-
20 (NFHS-5) fact sheet for 

Jammu and Kashmir which states 
that only 57.3% women in the UT 
own a house and/or land, alone or 
jointly. Even though these figures 
might be read as “at least more than 
half women own property” but given 
that all women are coparceners in 
one or the other way, it should raise 
questions. J and K is a Muslim major-
ity region and Islam entitles a sister 
to inherit half of what a brother gets 
as a coparcener. Despite this fact, the 
number of women owning a property 

is almost half of that of men.
Women asking for their coparce-

nary rights is considered taboo and 
a lot of women seem to have inter-
nalized that asking for inheritance 
rights will break their relationship 
with other members of the family, 
especially brothers. As a result, they 
sign relinquishment deeds without 
giving a second thought about it. This 
inheritance of property is mostly 
seen as a matter of money and wealth, 
but it goes beyond that, at least for 
women. Economically speaking, 
ownership of any kind of property by 
women is a very important determi-
nant in the quest for women empow-

erment. In the realist world wherever 
everyone is responsible for their own 
survival, women should not expect 
their male relatives to care for them. 
Unless women do not attach economi-
cal value to their lives, they will have 
no power. This is especially true for 
unemployed women who do not have 
financial independence. Since inheri-
tance of property is a given- however 
small value it may have, they do not 
have to get an education or work for 
getting it. The only thing they need to 
do is not to sign the relinquishment 
deed.

Relinquishment of coparcenary 
rights militates against women 

empowerment. It is high time that 
women ask for their inheritance 
rights that the constitution as well 
as the religion gives them. The right 
to inheritance also seems one of its 
kind means to women empowerment 
where people peddling religiosity 
may not find a reason to oppose it. 
Women should know that signing a 
relinquishment deed may lose them a 
lifetime opportunity for leading a re-
spectful life in this patriarchal world.

---
Haris Rashid

Harisrashid2185@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Women Shouldn’t Relinquish Right to Inheritance  

Though there is little 
doubt that Xi is poised to 

win five more years as China’s 
paramount leader, extending 
a tenure that began in late 
2012, there is still uncertainty 
about how much influence he 
will wield over the formation 
of a new power structure. But 
the Congress will also end 
speculations about China’s 
rising stars on the horizon

Chinese President Xi Jinping stands next to Premier Li Keqiang, Politburo Standing Committee members (Photo Credit: Reuters)
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What we are exposed 
to in early life can affect 

our risk of developing 
cancer later in life, and 

this review of cancer 
trends looks at how 
these factors might 

be affecting early-
onset cancers. What 

exposures matter 
in early life are still 
not fully clear, but 

front-runners include 
diet, lifestyle, the 

environment and the 
bugs that live in our gut
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Cancer In Under 50s Is Rising, Globally – Why?

Siobhan Glavey

We know what we need to do to 
reduce our risk of getting cancer, 
right? Wear SPF, stop smoking, 
avoid processed foods, keep fit, 

lose weight and get enough sleep. But what 
if much of what causes cancer has already 
happened in our early years, or worse still, 
before we were born. A recent study from 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Har-
vard University says that may be the case, 
especially in cancers that happen before the 
age of 50 (early-onset cancers).

The most important finding in this study, 
published in Nature Reviews Clinical Oncol-
ogy, is that people born after 1990 are more 
likely to develop cancer before the age of 
50 than people born, for example, in 1970. 
Meaning that young people will be more 
heavily burdened by cancer than genera-
tions gone by, with the knock-on effects on 
healthcare, economics and families.

What we are exposed to in early life can 
affect our risk of developing cancer later in 
life, and this review of cancer trends looks 
at how these factors might be affecting 

early-onset cancers. What exposures mat-
ter in early life are still not fully clear, but 
front-runners include diet, lifestyle, the 
environment and the bugs that live in our 
gut (the microbiome).

When looking at large numbers of peo-
ple, researchers can see that dietary and 
lifestyle habits are formed early in life. This 
is seen in obesity where obese children 
are more likely to become obese adults. 
As obesity is a known risk factor for can-
cer, it follows that those adults are likely to 
develop cancer at an earlier age, possibly 
because they have been exposed to the risk 
factor for a longer time.

Of course, some of these early-onset can-
cers are detected through better screening 
programmes and earlier diagnosis, which 
contributes to increased numbers of new 
cancers diagnosed annually, worldwide. 
But that is not the whole story.

Early-onset cancers have different ge-
netic signatures compared with late-on-
set cancers and are more likely to have 
spread than cancers diagnosed in later 
life. This means that those cancers may 
need different types of treatment and a 

more personalised approach that is tai-
lored to the patient’s age at the time the 
cancer developed.

GUT BACTERIA
The Brigham study looked at 14 cancers 

and found that the genetic makeup of the 
cancer and the aggression and growth of 
the cancer was different in patients who 
developed it before the age of 50 compared 
with those who developed the same can-
cer after the age of 50.

This seemed to be more prominent in 
several types of gut cancers (colorectal, 
pancreatic, stomach). One possible reason 
for this relates to our diet and microbiome.

Gut bacteria are altered by high-sugar 
diets, antibiotics and breastfeeding. And as 
patterns of these things change in society 
over time, so do the bacteria in our gut. 
This might support the implementation of 
sugar taxes as recommended by the World 
Health Organization.

If our healthy cells are programmed in 
the womb, then so might the cells that go 
on to cause cancer. Maternal diet, obesity 
and environmental exposures, such as air 

pollution and pesticides, are known to 
increase the risk of chronic diseases and 
cancers.

Conversely, severe restrictions on food 
intake in pregnancy, as seen in famine, in-
crease the risk of breast cancer in offspring. 
Both of these findings would have different 
implications for societal approaches to re-
ducing cancer risk.

As a haematologist, I take care of pa-
tients with multiple myeloma, which is an 
incurable blood cancer that usually affects 
patients over the age of 70. In recent years, 
there has been an increased number of 
younger people diagnosed with this cancer 
worldwide, which is only partly explained 
by better screening. This study flags obe-
sity as an important risk factor for early-
onset disease, but clearly, there are other 
risk factors yet to be uncovered.

Understanding what makes early-onset 
cancers tick, what exposures really matter 
and what can be done to prevent them are 
some of the first steps to developing pre-
vention strategies for future generations.

By arrangements with The Conversation 

How To Have Better Arguments
Arguing Well Isn’t Just About Winning. A Philosophical Approach Will Help You And The Other Person Get Much More Out Of It

Scott Aikin & John Casey

Arguing is hard. Chances are good 
that you are reading this be-
cause you’ve had an argument 
that went off the rails. Maybe 

the other person trotted out an anec-
dote as definitive proof of some general 
claim, or they misrepresented your rea-
sons in order to make you look foolish, or 
they called you nasty names, or did any 
of the other too-many-to-name things 
that people who argue tend to do. These 
experiences are partly why people view 
argument as hostile and intellectually 
unproductive – something to be avoided.

Perhaps you are looking to learn some 
new terms to describe the annoying 
moves people make, or maybe you’re 
looking for ‘one weird trick’ to ‘own’ oth-
ers with facts and logic. Well, we have 
some good news and bad news. Fancy 
terms, we’ve got a few, but our focus in 
this Guide is primarily on how to think 
about what is truly at stake in arguing, 
why it goes awry, and how to get it back 
on track. To our minds, the key to arguing 
better consists not in learning new tricks, 
but in recognising how arguments work 
and why they are important.

ARGUMENTS AND THE PROBLEMS THEY POSE
Let’s first get a handle on argument. To 

start, we need to differentiate between 
an argument as a product and argument 
as a process. As a product, an argument 
is a collection of reasons (called the 
premises) and the thing that the reasons 
show (called the conclusion). So, for ex-
ample, the utterance ‘Bring your jacket 
because it’s going to rain’ is an argument 
in this sense. So is ‘God exists because 
the world needs a first cause, and God is 
the first cause.’ In contrast, as a process, 
an argument is an exchange of reasons 
between interlocutors. Two people ex-
changing reasons over jackets or God’s 
existence is an argument in process. 
From our perspective, the rules for a bet-
ter argument process are ultimately de-
rived from the rules for good argument 
products. This is because, in the end, 
what people who argue are wrangling 
over is what conclusion everyone’s best 
reasons jointly support.

What are arguments for? This is de-
ceptively easy: we exchange reasons 
with others in order to affect their be-
liefs or commitments. I give you rea-
sons to believe that something is true 
because I want you to believe that it’s 
true, or to believe more strongly. Maybe 
we disagree about it, maybe we don’t. 
Either way, I give you my reasons. And 
you weigh them. People do this so of-
ten, and about so many things, that they 
rarely note it. ‘Bring your jacket,’ one 
might say, ‘because it’s going to rain.’ 
This is an argument, a mundane one, but 
it’s worth noting that it’s out for belief-
change and then actions in accord with 
that belief.

We disagree, and so argue, over 
things both big and small. Many of 
these disagreements pose a problem 
for how to go forward, in light of the 
differing views. Let’s say you and a ran-
dom Twitter user, let’s call him Hock-
eyDad1989, disagree over abortion. On 
his view, abortion ought to be illegal 
in all circumstances; on your view, it 
ought to be legally permitted in most 
cases. Clearly the answer to this ques-
tion matters greatly to whether people 
can have abortions. It’s not like a dis-
pute over whether it’s OK to put ketch-
up on a hot dog (don’t do this in Chi-
cago, by the way) – it must be settled. 
Sure, we could settle it by any number 
of methods, like rolling dice, examin-
ing entrails, or (God forbid) trial by 
combat, but reasoning it out together 
offers the highest chances at arriv-
ing at the best answer and improving 
everyone’s cognitive standing. Under 
ideal conditions, HockeyDad1989 of-
fers his reasons, and you offer yours. 
And then you, together, see where 
those reasons go. But it’s here that we 
get into trouble.

The primary problem is tied to the 
very nature of the thing that argument 
is intended to affect: belief. It’s mani-
festly obvious that you think your beliefs 
are true, just as other people think their 
own beliefs are true. This is what makes 
them beliefs rather than hopes, desires 
or fears. This starting point can make it 
difficult to even contemplate the possi-
bility that someone else’s opposing be-

lief is correct.
Another important feature of beliefs 

is that we lack direct, voluntary con-
trol over them. You cannot simply will 
yourself to change what you believe. 
No amount of money is going to make 
you genuinely believe that the Pope is 
Buddhist or that 2 + 2 = 5. What can 
change your beliefs is exposure to infor-
mation and reasons. Yet people tend to 
gravitate to sources that support their 
existing beliefs and selectively attend 
to evidence that confirms those beliefs. 
Much of this we do without noticing. 
Incentives, financial or otherwise, can 
play a role in this. As Upton Sinclair, 
author of the novel The Jungle (1906), 
quipped: ‘It is difficult to get a man to 
understand something when his salary 
depends upon his not understanding it.’ 
The existence of these belief-preserving 
tendencies underscores the importance 
of argument: to continue to work for 
the evil meatpacking company in Sin-
clair’s novel, one must carefully avoid 
exposure to evidence or arguments that 
might weigh upon one’s beliefs. Argu-
ment threatens to burst that bubble.

The potential for belief change, 
then, is all in the arguments that 
people do or do not encounter. But 
it’s hard to see the evidence for some-
thing you consider false as evidence at 
all. Disagreement prompts argument, 
but it also makes argument very hard 
to put into motion.

Our aim with this Guide is to help 
you think through how to approach 
arguments so that you can have more 
productive ones, ones where you and 
your argument partner understand the 
stakes and are both willing to follow 
the reasons where they lead. Rather 
than lumbering through the technical 
language of epistemology or exhaus-
tively cataloguing every kind of fallacy 
– though those are the kinds of things 
we examine in our research and cover 
in our classes on epistemology, logic 
and critical reasoning – we’ll be explor-
ing some general and often overlooked 
aspects of argumentation. Hopefully, 
this will inspire you to view arguments 
from a new perspective and, when the 
time comes, to argue better.

DECIDE WHETHER ARGUING IS WORTH IT, 
CASE BY CASE

We’ve said that the nature of argu-
ment is that you and another person are 
trying to change each other’s minds. Now 
of course, there is always the possibility 
that the other person in the exchange is 
not really interested in reasoning with 
you, but is really just out to intimidate 
you or lure you into a position where 
your honesty can be used against you 
for the benefit of an audience friendly to 
their views. Arguing can backfire when it 
ends in heightened aggression, misun-
derstanding, or a doubling down on bad 
reasoning. We don’t have much advice 
here for arguing with trolls or people 
who aren’t sincere about their commit-
ments; little genuine progress can be 
made with them, so it’s probably best to 
just avoid them. But we do have some ad-
vice on how to determine when arguing 
is worthwhile.

As a rule of thumb, we find an analogy 
to just war theory useful. Consider en-
gaging in argument when the following 
conditions apply: (1) you are reasonably 
well prepared to participate; (2) there is a 
reasonable chance of success in terms of 
having a good argument exchange (even 
if it’s not necessarily a ‘victorious’ one); 
and (3) you will not make the situation 
worse. It’s easy to think of cases where 
argument isn’t advisable. If you start ar-
guing politics with a drunk uncle over a 
holiday dinner, you’re not only unlikely 
to be heard, but it will probably ruin the 
meal, and then you might not get invited 
back to spend time with your cousins. 
Similarly, it doesn’t make sense to engage 
with internet trolls because the chances 
of success are very low and there’s a like-
lihood of making it all worse.

However, we have had some great 
arguments with people at dinner, over 
coffee or beers, and even, if you can be-
lieve it, at philosophy conferences. The 
best arguments we’ve had are not ones 
that had a cinematic payoff, a gladiatorial 
thumbs up or down, but rather those in 
which an incremental epiphany shined a 
light on something we couldn’t see pre-
viously. In these cases, the real victory 
is that someone recognises evidence as 
evidence, and is then in a position to let 

it do its work.

APPROACH ARGUMENT WITH HUMILITY
A vexing problem of argument and 

reasoning is that everyone thinks they’re 
quite good at it (including the ones who 
are not). Charles Sanders Peirce, the great 
American philosopher and logician, no-
ticed this and observed in 1877: ‘Few per-
sons care to study logic, because every-
body conceives himself to be proficient 
enough in the art of reasoning already.’

But, you might be wondering, don’t lots 
of people care about logic? It is true that 
people care, but they tend to do so in a 
peculiar way: they care about logic for 
others. Again, our own beliefs appear cor-
rect to us because the nature of having a 
belief means thinking that it’s true. And 
the same goes for the reasoning. Thinking 
that a belief is true means thinking that 
you have good reasons for it, since they 
took you to this true belief. So, you must 
think that you’re already good at logic. 
This is what, in our book Straw Man Ar-
guments (2022), we call the Peirce prob-
lem: how can you detect your own errors 
of reasoning if you are already inclined to 
think your reasons are good?

There’s an important lesson in the 
Peirce problem. Not only do people have 
an innate bias toward the things they 
believe, they have a tendency to con-
gratulate themselves for their successful 
management of the evidence in arriving 
at those beliefs (and to disparage oth-
ers for their failures in this regard). But 
openly engaging in the process of argu-
ing one-to-one with others – subjecting 
yourself to their reasons – can help you 
get around your own logical blind spots.

ANTICIPATE THAT ARGUMENTS WILL FEEL 
LIKE ATTACKS

An attempt by someone to change 
your beliefs will often feel like an attack 
or an imposition, especially when the be-
lief in question is important to you. One 
reason for this is that the other person is 
suggesting – and they can’t but suggest 
this – that you have somehow failed in 
your duties as a reasoner in concluding 
what you do. The beliefs you hold have 
implications about you and your capaci-
ties to manage evidence. To believe the 

‘wrong’ thing can thus seem like be-
ing a particular kind of failure. Hearing 
reasons in an argument is also a kind 
of imposition in that you can’t perfectly 
control the evidence that you receive 
(which can be uncomfortable when that 
evidence challenges your beliefs).

It’s perhaps a bit of an understatement 
when your doctor tells you, before stick-
ing you with something, that you’re go-
ing to feel a little pressure. In a similar 
vein, the challenge and change your be-
liefs might undergo in argument doesn’t 
always feel good. It’s not supposed to. 
You’re going to feel a little pressure. But 
you can anticipate and try to accept this 
discomfort, knowing that the experience 
could ultimately be good for you – and 
that the person whom you’re arguing 
with, and whose beliefs you seek to 
change, might be uncomfortable too.

The frequent comparisons of argument 
to sports or combat are true in some 
critical respects. Like war, argument can 
concern the settling of things that are 
important. And, as in war, in argument 
people are affected against their will. 
However, the point of arguing is to get 
someone to believe something – and to 
do that, you have to offer them reasons. 
If you want someone out of your way in a 
contact sport, you push them. If you want 
someone to go your way by argument, 
you can’t just make them (demand is not 
a reason). You have to offer them reasons 
such that they move in that direction on 
their own – or, more precisely, that it oc-
curs to them to go that way. That’s what it 
is to change someone’s mind.

In attempting to get you to accept that 
it is going to rain later, I have to direct 
your attention to things that will pro-
voke that thought, like the dark, looming 
clouds, or the weather app on my phone. 
Similarly, if you want HockeyDad1989 to 
change his view about abortion rights, 
you have to point him to evidence against 
his view. And if you want to be successful 
in this, you must point him to evidence 
that he already accepts or will accept as 
evidence. Those who disagree with you 
will try to do the same with you.

The article was originally published 

by Psyche 
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD(R&B) DIVISION QAZIGUND

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
 NIT NO.86 OF R&B/QAZIGUND/2022-23 /E-TENDERING/6884-98 

DATED:24-09-2022
         For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on percentage rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K U.T Govt., CPWD, Railway and other U.T /Central Government works for the following works:-

S. 
No

Name of Work Estimated 
Cost

(Rs in Lacs)

Cost of
T/Doc.
(in Rs)

Earnest Money 
(In Rs)

Time of 
Completion

Major Head of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1. Repair/Renovation of Sub-
Divisional Office at Qazigund.

4.66 200 9320 25 Days MH:2059-M&R DEE Class

Position of AAA: Accorded.  
Technical Sanction:Vide Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle Ananatnaf/Kulgam HQ: Khanbal vide Order No.SEAK(R&B) 64 of 2022-23 Dated: 
20-09-2022   
Position of Funds: Available.
1.	 The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms- and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

S. No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 24.09.2022
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 26.09.2022 (11:00 AM)

To03.10.2022 (04:00 PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 26.09.2022 (11:00 AM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To03.10.2022 (04:00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 03.10.2022 (04:10 PM)

In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND  

2.	 Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt(Under MH- 0059 PWD) in favour of Executive Engineer R&B 
Division QAZIGUND [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-
2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG 
pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND (Tender receiving Authority).
3.	 All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of Earnest Money/
Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.  
4.	 The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in 
favour of  Executive Engineer R&B Division Qazigund (Tender receiving authority)  within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful comple-
tion of Defect Liability Period(DLP) of the work. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor be 
forwarded to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year.
5.	 The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after receiving Performance 
security @3% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.
6.	 The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically through e-mail message on 
their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND.
7.	 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids. 
8.	 The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:
a)	 Any bidder/tendrer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b)	 Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period before issue of letter of intent. 
c)	 Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within 07 days after fixation of contract.
d)	 If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD as well as work done claim will be forfeited.
9.	 Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
a.	 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in 
to acquaint bid submission process. 
b.	 To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital 
certificate from any approved vendors. 
c.	 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in physical form. 
d.	 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e.	 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. 
f.	 Furnishing of hard copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with the same should be obtained only from the bidder who is de-
clared as L-1 after opening of financial bids.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. 
10.	 The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
11.	 Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND (The Date of Treasury Challan should 
be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND must be uploaded with the 
documents of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract. 
12.	 Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
13.	 Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes up to completion of the work. Deduction 
on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. 
14.	 Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. 
15.	 In case of CRF and other specified project, the relevant guideline/ standard bidding document shall be followed.
16.	 Instruction to bidder (ITB) 
1.1	  All Bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualifying criteria/qualification information with the bids.
a.	 All bidders shall upload Copies of Original Documents defining constitution/Legal status, place of registration and principal place of Business with Cell No. and Correspondence Address.
b.	 All Bidders shall upload Treasury Challan (Cost of tender document) and Earnest Money/Bid Security.
c.	 All Bidders shall upload Valid Registration with renewal Side (Latest), Valid GSTIN No. & Valid PAN No.
d.	 Scanned copy of GSTIN registration and most recent clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B from the previous quarter or month, whichever is applicable, ending August-2022, OR April 
–June Quarter- 2022.  
e.	 All bidders shall upload Verification Certificate from concerned Chief Engineer /Superintending Engineer of Enlistment Registration Card.
f.	 If verification is not done then it is mandatory to submit/upload affidavit from First Class Judicial Magistrate regarding the Genuiness of the Contractor Card. The Bidders are subject to be 
disqualified if they have made misleading or false representation in the forms, statements, affidavits duly attested by Magistrate and attachments submitted in proof of the qualification requirement: 
and/or Record of poor performance such as abandoning the works, not properly completing the contract, inordinate delays in completion, litigation history, or financial failures etc.
g.	 A fresh Registration card generated via JKPWDOMS is itself a verified card (Valid Document) and do not need/seek submission of offline verification Certificate.
17.	 The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submission of bid.
18.	 All the documents relating to the bid shall be in English language.
19.	 All construction materials shall be supplied by the contractor at his own cost as per the prescribed specifications
20.	 If the bidder does not quote for any item of the rate list / quantity schedule, cost of such item/ items shall be deemed to be part of overall total contract value. No rate shall be allowed 
for such item/ items in the allotment of contract.
21.	 Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with technical bid. No document(s) which has/have not 
been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of soft copies if need arises. 
22.	 General conditions of Contract:
 22.1 The date of start of the work shall be reckoned within 03 days from the date of issuance of  LOI/Contract allotment as the case may   be.
1.1	  Penalty for delay in completion:-In case of delay in completion of work beyond stipulated period of completion, penalty upto maximum of 10% of the contract shall be imposed.
1.2	 Time extension:-Suitable time extension shall be granted in case of increase in scope of    work and in the event of delay beyond control of contractor to be determined by the department.
1.3	 Advance Payment:- No mobilization advance / equipment advance shall be paid unless otherwise specified in the SBD.
1.4	 Secured Advance:-  No Secured advance is admissible unless otherwise specified. 
1.5	 Schedule Payment:- The payment schedule shall be fixed after award of contract in favour of successful bidder, on the basis of availability of funds and value of work executed, shall be 
determined by the Engineer.
1.6	 Amendment of bidding document: Before the deadline for submission of bids the employer may modify the bidding document by issuing addendum.
1.7	 The tender receiving authority reserves the right to accept or reject any tender or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
1.8	 Restoration of work:- On completion of contract the contractor shall be responsible to remove all un-used material and restore all work in its original position at his own cost.
1.9	 Traffic regulations:-The contractor is bound to adhere to traffic regulations as is applicable from time to time and  ensure arrangements of smooth regulation of traffic during execution 
of work.
1.10	 Arbitration:- The arbitration shall be conducted in accordance with the arbitration procedure stated in the J&K conciliation and Arbitration Act No:-xxxv of 1997 issued vide SRO No:-403 
vide Notification of J&K Govt., “Law Department” 11th December-1997. 
1.11	 Defect Liability period:- The DLP shall be calculated from date of certified completion of work and period shall be 09 Months defects noticed in the work during execution or D.L.P shall 
be corrected by the contractor within the length of the time specified by the Engineer. If the contractor does not correct the defects pertaining to D.L.P to the satisfaction of the Engineer within the time 
specified, the Engineer will assess the Cost of having the defects corrected and contractor will pay this amount on correction of defects.
1.12	 The date of start of work shall be reckoned within Two days from the date of issuance of allotment/Letter of intent. In case the Agency fails to execute the work, the deposits in the shape 
of Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be liable for forfeiture besides initiating other punitive actions against the defaulter without serving any notice.
1.13	 For the authentication of date of start of work, it shall be mandatory to upload geo-tagged photographs of the start of work at the beginning and also at the time of completion of the 
work and shall also be enclosed at the time of submission of work done claims for the work.
1.14	 All Key Construction material shall have to be strictly as per prescribed specifications and approval of the Engineer In-Charge.
1.15	 Safety:- The contractor shall be responsible for safety of all activities at site of work.
1.16	 Discoveries:- Anything of historical or other interest or of significant value unexpectedly discovered on the site shall be the property of the Govt.
1.17	 Tests:-The contractor shall be solely responsible for carrying out the mandatory tests required for the quality control at his own cost.
1.18	 Any item/items of work if found necessary during execution of work outside the BOQ shall have to be executed by the contractor and shall be paid at par or/and the (minus) %age as 
quoted by the bidder.
1.19	 Any item/items if found not necessary during execution of work within the advertised BOQ may be deleted during execution and no claim whatsoever shall be entertained on this ac-
count.
1.20	 Unbalanced Bid: In case bid of lowest bidder (successful) is found unbalanced (Abnormally low bid), the Office memorandum No. F.9/4/2020-PPD of Govt of India, Ministry of Finance 
Department of Expenditure Procurement Policy Division, Dated 12. Nov. 2020 and subsequently circulated by Finance Department J&K Govt vide No. FD-Codes/233/2021-02-27, Dated 10.02.2022 stands 
binding to Allotting Authority.
1.21	 Termination:- The employer may terminate the contract if the contractor causes a fundamental breach of the contract.
23.	 Fundamental breach of contract will include:-
a.	 Continuous stoppage of Work for a period of 30 days without authorization of Engineer in-charge. 
b.	 Contractor is declared bankrupt. 
c.	 Any evidence of involvement of contractor in corrupt practices. 
d.	 If the Contractor indulges in willful disregard of the quality measures put in place by the department.
e.	 Contractor delays the completion of work beyond stipulated time of completion. 
f.	 Pursuant to the process of termination of defaulted contract, the employer reserves the right to invite fresh tender for the balance work at the risk and cost of defaulting contractor. 
g.	 If In case contractor failed to start /complete the work, within the stipulated time period, his Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited after termination of the contract. 
Besides, defaulting contractor shall be debarred from taking works in R&B Department at least for one year. 
								                                      
No.6884-98 DATED:24-09-2022				     	  	 Executive Engineer
  				        DIPK-10672/22   		  PW (R&B) Division QAZIGUND

One Simple Solution To 
Healthy, Affordable Food

360info

O
f the many govern-
ment-led strategies to 
promote healthy di-
ets, keeping healthy 

food free of sales taxes offers 
clear benefits.

When political party the Aus-
tralian Democrats negotiated 
an exemption for basic healthy 
foods as part of the country's 
introduction of a goods and ser-
vices tax in 2000, they set in mo-
tion an often underappreciated 
measure to help keep healthy 
diets less expensive.

As US President Joe Biden 
calls for ideas to help end hun-
ger and improve nutrition, 
there are simple tax options he 
could consider.

Of the three relevant food 
price-manipulation strategies 
used by governments subsidies 
on healthy' foods (eg agricul-
tural and transport subsidies, 
retail price reductions or vouch-
ers for high-risk groups); taxes 
on specific unhealthy' foods; and 
exemptions from GST or value 
added tax for healthy' foods the 
latter is the least common.

Several countries and some 
US states now have taxes on spe-
cific unhealthy' foods, most com-
monly sugar-sweetened beverag-
es. But only Australia, Canada, 
Mexico, Ireland and the United 
Kingdom apply differential taxes 
according to the healthiness of 
broader groups of food.

In the face of escalating cost 
of living, climate change, and 
chronic disease, efforts to en-
sure nutritious, sustainable di-
ets are available to all are more 
important than ever.

Governments can use vari-
ous strategies to manipulate 
food prices, but the exemption 
of healthy foods such as fruit 
vegetables, bread, fresh meat, 
fish, milk and eggs from a GST 
that is applied to all unhealthy, 
discretionary or ultra-processed 
foods and drinks both helps to 
avoid such taxes being regres-
sive, and promote dietary choic-
es that benefit people's health.

Poor diet is the leading pre-
ventable contributor to the bur-
den of disease in Australia and 
globally. Rising rates of obesity, 

type 2 diabetes, heart disease, 
some cancers and other chronic 
illnesses are underscored by 
poor diets high in unhealthy 
foods.

More than two-thirds of Aus-
tralian adults (67 per cent) and 
one in four children in Australia 
are overweight or obese. Less 
than 4 per cent of adults consume 
a diet consistent with the Austra-
lian Dietary Guidelines. Dietary 
choices are driven by obesogen-
ic' food environments, which fos-
ter the ubiquitous availability, 
promotion and convenience of 
unhealthy food and drinks.

Under-investment in nutri-
tion promotion and preventive 
health programmes doesn't help. 
Neither does the perception that 
healthy foods are more expen-
sive than unhealthy options, due 
to marketing, including promo-
tion of take-away meal deals. 
As a result, in Australia more 
than one-third of adults' energy 
intake, and nearly 40 per cent of 
children's, is derived from un-
healthy foods and drinks. Aus-
tralian households spend around 
58 per cent of their food budget 
on these unhealthy options.

The exemption of basic 
healthy food from GST in Aus-

tralia helps keep the relative 
price of healthy food down. 
Multiple research studies have 
shown that diets consistent with 
Australian health guidelines can 
be between 16 per cent and 24 per 
cent less expensive than the ha-
bitual diets reported in the most 
recent national health survey.

However, in many settings 
healthy diets are still unafford-
able for households on mini-
mum wage or welfare income, 
with total costs exceeding 30 per 
cent of disposable household 
income. The proportion of in-

come needed to buy food is even 
greater in Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander and remote 
communities.

Since the GST was intro-
duced there have been frequent 
calls for expansion of its base to 
include the healthy foods that 
are currently exempt. Model-
ling studies confirm this would 
increase the cost of healthy di-
ets by nearly 10 per cent, more 
than double the increase in cost 
of the current, unhealthy diet 
(4.5 per cent). This would add 
yet another hurdle impeding the 
shift to recommended diets, es-
pecially for the most vulnerable 
Australian families.

Another study confirmed if 
healthy foods were exempt from 
the 15% GST imposed on all 
food and drinks in New Zealand, 
healthy diets would become sig-
nificantly more affordable.

If the GST rate on unhealthy 
foods and drinks was increased 
to 20 percent in Australia and 
current exemptions retained 
this would effectively work as an 
increased health levy and help 
encourage improved dietary 
choice. The cost of the healthy 
diet would not be impacted, but 
the cost of the unhealthy diet 

would increase. Additional dif-
ferential tax rates, such as 30 per 
cent GST on sugar-sweetened 
beverages, may also have merit.

At a time of spiralling cost 
of living and rates of food inse-
curity, keeping basic, healthy 
foods and drinks GST-free is 
crucial to protect economic ac-
cess to healthy diets for many 
Australians. Further increasing 
the differential GST rate would 
deliver even greater benefits 
for population and planetary 
health, and for future govern-
ment spending.

Several countries and some US states 
now have taxes on specific unhealthy' 

foods, most commonly sugar-sweetened 
beverages. But only Australia, Canada, Mexico, 
Ireland and the United Kingdom apply 
differential taxes according to the healthiness of 
broader groups of food.

Engineers Build Battery-Free, Wireless Underwater Camera That Uses Sound
IANS

A team of US engineers has developed a 
battery-free, wireless underwater camera, 
powered by sound, that is about 100,000 
times more energy-efficient than other un-
dersea cameras.

The device takes colour photos, even in 
dark underwater environments, and trans-
mits image data wirelessly through the water.

The autonomous camera converts me-
chanical energy from sound waves travel-
ing through water into electrical energy 
that powers its imaging and communica-
tions equipment.

After capturing and encoding image 
data, the camera also uses sound waves 
to transmit data to a receiver that recon-

structs the image.
Since it doesn't need a power source, the 

camera could run for weeks on end before re-
trieval, enabling scientists to search remote 
parts of the ocean for new species, said the 
team from Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) in the US in a paper published 
in the journal Nature Communications.

It could also be used to capture images 
of ocean pollution or monitor the health and 
growth of fish raised in aquaculture farms.

"We are building climate models, but 
we are missing data from over 95 per cent 
of the ocean. This technology could help us 
build more accurate climate models and 
better understand how climate change im-
pacts the underwater world," said Fadel 
Adib, associate professor in the Depart-

ment of Electrical Engineering and Com-
puter Science and senior author of the pa-
per.

The camera acquires energy using 

"transducers made from piezoelectric ma-
terials" that are placed around its exterior.

"Piezoelectric" materials produce an 
electric signal when a mechanical force is 
applied to them.

When a sound wave travelling through 
the water hits the transducers, they vibrate 
and convert that mechanical energy into 
electrical energy.

"Those sound waves could come from 
any source, like a passing ship or marine 
life. The camera stores harvested energy 
until it has built up enough to power the 
electronics that take photos and communi-
cate data," said the study.

Once image data is captured, they are 
encoded as bits (1s and 0s) and sent to a 
receiver one bit at a time using a process 

called "underwater backscatter".
The receiver transmits sound waves 

through the water to the camera, which 
acts as a mirror to reflect those waves. The 
camera either reflects a wave back to the 
receiver or changes its mirror to an absorb-
er so that it does not reflect back.

Even though the image looks black and 
white, the red, green and blue coloured 
light is reflected in the white part of each 
photo.

When the image data is combined in 
post-processing, the colour image can be 
reconstructed.

The researchers tested the camera in 
several underwater environments. In one, 
they captured color images of plastic bot-
tles floating in a New Hampshire pond.
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21640 Units Established 
Under PMEGP In J&K: Govt

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: After the Centre’s 
major push to local manufac-
turing, J&K Government has 
established 21,640 units under 
Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Program (PMEGP) 
exceeding the target by a mas-
sive 544% with total capital of 
Rs 2101 crore across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The PMEGP has worked won-
ders for Jammu and Kashmir 
and the UT leads ahead of all 
other states in self-employ-
ment opportunities under the 
PMEGP.

In 2021-22, KVIC had set a 
target of 3,360 PMEGP units 
in J&K but buoyed by the gov-
ernment’s major push to local 
manufacturing, it exceeded the 
target by massive 544 per cent 
and J&K now stands way ahead 
of bigger states.

In 2021-22, a majority of the 
PMEGP units in J&K have been 
set up in districts like Baram-
ulla, Badgam, Pulwama, An-
antnag, Ganderbal, Kupwara, 
Bandipora and Doda. As many 
as 16,807 (78 per cent) of the 
21,640 PMEGP units in J&K be-
long to the service sectors like 
beauty parlour, boutiques, em-
broidery, mobile/computer re-
pair shops and food outlets.

This is followed by 1,933 
units (9 per cent) under rural 
engineering and biotechnology 
like steel fabrication and steel 
furniture, artificial jewellery 
making, vermi-compost and 
bio-fertilizers units.

With record 21,640 manu-
facturing and service units, 
J&K stands way ahead of big-
ger states like Uttar Pradesh 
(12,594 units), Madhya Pradesh 
(8082 units), Tamil Nadu (5972 

units), Karnataka (5877) and 
Gujarat (4140 units). A massive 
1.73 lakh new employment in 
J&K in 2021-22, under PMEGP 
alone, is also the highest across 
all states and UTs in India.

The Central Government 
approved the introduction 
of new credit linked subsidy 
programme called PMEGP 
by merging the two schemes 
that were in operation like 
Prime Minister’s Rojgar Yojana 
(PMRY) and Rural employment 
Generation Programme (REGP) 
for generation of employment 
opportunities through estab-
lishment of micro enterprises 
in rural as well as urban areas.

PMEGP is a central sec-
tor scheme administered by 
the Ministry of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MoMSME). The Scheme is im-
plemented by Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC), 
a statutory organization under 
the administrative control of 
the Ministry of MSME as the 
single nodal agency at the Na-
tional level.

KVIC scripted golden chapter 
of industrial growth and em-
ployment boom in Jammu & 
Kashmir. In the year 2021-22, 
KVIC in J&K has established the 
highest number of manufactur-

ing and service units under its 
flagship scheme PMEGP and 
created the highest number of 
jobs in comparison with all oth-
er states and UTs in India.

Shabir Ahmad Khan, owner 
of MK Steel fabrications of An-
antnag district is one of the 
successful contractor with J&K 
Small Scale Industries Develop-
ment Corporation Limited (SI-
COP) after setting up unit under 
PMGEP and is earning a good 
income.

“I worked with SICOP for five 
years, as a contractor. The work 
was good, but I always wanted 
to establish an independent 
business,” said Shabir Ahmad 
Khan.

Similarly, Nardeep Singhs is 
also one of success stories un-
der PMGEP. When you’re des-
perate for something, it’s easy 
to cut corners, compromise 
your values and deliver an in-
ferior product or service. But 
the businesses that manage to 
whether their growing pains 
and stick to their guns are the 
ones that last longest and shine 
brightest. Nardeep Singh is the 
founder of Singh Hydraulic 
equipments, a manufacturing 
unit of Hydraulic Equipments 
and other parts for the vehicles.

Recently, J&K Bank was 

10-Day EDP Under Mission Youth’s 
Tejaswini Scheme Commences At JKEDI

Observer News Service

PAMPORE: The 10-Day En-
trepreneurship Development 
Programme (EDP) under Mis-
sion Youth’s Tejaswini (The 
Radiant) livelihood scheme 
commenced today at the 
Jammu and Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development In-
stitute (JKEDI) campus here.

The scheme is a special 
endeavour of Mission Youth, 
Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir, to empower young 
women, enabling them to be-
come self-reliant.

The EDP is being organized 
by the Institute for the aspir-
ing female entrepreneurs of 
district Pulwama, in which 45 

female candidates have regis-
tered. During the 10- Day EDP, 
the candidates will be apprised 
about basic business concepts 
like business plan formula-
tion, marketing plans, accounts 
management, and many other 
topics of relevance.

The scheme is aimed to 
provide financial assistance 
to young women for setting 
up of gainful self employ-
ment ventures suited to their 
skills, training, aptitude and 
local conditions. This will em-
power and encourage women 
for setting up of income gen-
eration units for activities 
either in manufacturing, ser-
vices, trading sectors.

After the successful comple-

tion of the training programme, 
these registered female can-
didates will get help in setting 
up of an enterprise or for ex-
pansion and modernization of 
existing unit. The project report 
will also have provisions for ac-
quisition of fixed assets (Plant & 
Machinery, equipment, furni-
ture & fixtures) to meet work-
ing capital needs for purchase 
of various products, equip-
ments and tools.

The trained female candi-
dates shall also be facilitated 
to avail financial assistance 
to the extent of Rs 5.00 lakh. 
This initiative will enhance 
their socio economic status 
and leads to integration of 
women in nation building.

World Economy To 
Slow, 'Paying The Price 
Of War': OECD

Agencies

PARIS: The world economy will 
take a bigger hit than previously 
forecast next year due to the ef-
fects of Russia's war in Ukraine, 
the OECD said Monday.

In a bleak report titled "pay-
ing the price of war", the Paris-
based organisation noted that 
the conflict aggravated inflation-
ary pressure when the cost of 
living was already rising quickly.

Covid outbreaks are still having 
an impact on the global economy 
while growth has also been af-
fected by rising interest rates as 
central banks scramble to cool 
red-hot prices, the OECD said.

"A number of indicators have 
taken a turn for the worse, and 
the global growth outlook has 
darkened," the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment said in the report.

Global growth stalled in the 
second quarter of this year and 
data in many economies "now 
point to an extended period of 
subdued growth", the OECD said.

The organisation slashed its 
2023 growth forecast for the 
global economy to 2.2 percent, 
down from 2.8 percent in its 
previous estimate in June.

The outlook for nearly all nations 
in the Group of 20 top economies 

was cut, except for Turkey, Indone-
sia and Britain, though the latter is 
forecast to have zero growth.

Growth in the United States 
-- the world's biggest economy 
-- is forecast to slow to 0.5 per-
cent in 2023.

The growth forecast for China, 
whose economy has been hit by 
strict Covid lockdowns, was cut 
sharply for this year to 3.2 per-
cent while it was slightly lower 
to 4.7 percent for 2023.

Germany is now expected to 
go into recession next year with 
Europe's biggest economy now 
seen shrinking by 0.7 percent 
-- a 2.4-percentage-point drop 
from the previous forecast.

The country's economy has 
been hit the hardest in Europe 
as it has relied heavily on Rus-
sian supplies of natural gas, 
which Moscow has cut signifi-
cantly in suspected retaliation 
to Western sanctions.

KCC&I Concerned Over 
Stranding Of Fruit Laden 
Trucks On Highway

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (KCC&I) 
on Monday expressed deep con-
cern over stranding of hundreds of 
trucks carrying apples on Srinagar-
Jammu highway.

"President, Sheikh Ashiq Ah-
mad and the office Bearers of The 
Kashmir Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KCC&I) are deeply 
deep concern over the matter that 
hundreds of trucks carrying apples 
were getting stranded at national 
highway, particularly near the 
20km stretch from Qazikund to 
Banihal," said a spokesperson in a 
statement.

The spokesperson said that the 
government must effectively find 
a way out, as the apple harvesting 
season is gaining momentum with 
every passing day now. Any further 
delay in solving the problem can 
badly hit the Kashmir economy, 
mostly dependent on apple trade. 
This is peak fruit season in Kashmir 
and this is for the first time when 
we are seeing this mess on the na-
tional highway.

"The apple growers and traders 
have been alleging that the trucks 
are halted for days together and 
their movement frequently dis-
turbed," he added.

The spokesperson said that if  
fruit does not reach markets out-
side J&K on time, its quality gets 
badly affected leading to financial 
losses to them.

"Around 7 lakh farming families, 
approximately 35 lakh people, are 
directly or indirectly associated 
with the horticulture sector. Apples 
contribute to around 8% of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s gross domestic 
product. There are ten fruit man-
dis in the valley which include Sri-
nagar, Sopore, Shopian, Pulwama, 
Kulgam, Pachhar, Anantnag, Hand-
wara, Baramulla and Ganderbal. 
When the trucks are stopped for 
days, it directly affects the fruit and 
fruits often rot until trucks reach 
mandis," he said.

"KCC&I appeales to the Jammu 
and Kashmir Government to make 
the passage of vehicles easy so that 
fruit growers do not face losses 
which ultimately drains the econo-
my," he further added.

Investors Lose Rs 13.30 
Lakh Cr In Four Days Of 
Market Crash

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Equity investors' 
wealth has tumbled by over Rs 
13.30 lakh crore in four days 
of market plunge amid a sharp 
sell-off in global markets.

Falling for the fourth straight 
day, the 30-share BSE Sensex 
tanked 953.70 points or 1.64 per 
cent to settle at 57,145.22. During 
the day, it plummeted 1,060.68 
points or 1.82 per cent to 57,038.24. 
In four days, the BSE benchmark 
has slumped 2,574.52 points or 
4.31 per cent.

The market capitalisation of 
BSE-listed firms tumbled Rs 
13,30,753.42 crore in four sessions 
to reach Rs 2,70,11,460.11 crore.

"Domestic equities have cor-
rected by more than 4 per cent 
over the last four trading sessions 
as global uncertainties domi-
nate market sentiments. A short 
bounce or reversal can be seen 
following this intense selling.

"However, the overall nar-
rative of the market remains 
weak, especially following the 
cautiousness ahead of the RBI 
MPC due later this week," said 
Siddhartha Khemka, Head - Re-
tail Research, Motilal Oswal Fi-
nancial Services Ltd.

On Monday, Maruti, Tata 
Steel, ITC, Axis Bank, NTPC, Ba-
jaj Finance, IndusInd Bank and 
Mahindra & Mahindra were 
the major laggards among the 
30-share Sensex pack

HCL Technologies, Asian 
Paints, Infosys, UltraTech Ce-
ment, TCS, Nestle and Wipro 
were the gainers.

In the broader market, the BSE 
smallcap gauge tumbled 3.33 
per cent and midcap index fell 
by 2.84 per cent.

All the BSE sectoral indices, 
except IT, ended lower, with re-
alty falling 4.29 per cent, auto 
(3.86 per cent), utilities (3.72 
per cent), power (3.71 per cent), 
commodities (3.32 per cent), 
energy (3.17 per cent), oil & gas 
(3.10 per cent) and telecommu-
nication (2.97 per cent).

"The speed with which central 
banks across the globe are hik-
ing interest rates, investors are 
worried that slackening growth 
would push key economies into 
recession.

"With the monetary policy 
decisions on the anvil, rate-sen-
sitive stocks like banking, realty 
and auto crumbled badly as rate 
hikes could dent demand going 
ahead," said Shrikant Chouhan, 
Head of Equity Research (Retail), 
Kotak Securities Ltd.

However, due to markets be-
ing in oversold territory, we 
could witness a quick pullback 
rally, he added.

A total of 2,925 firms declined, 
while 660 advanced and 122 re-
mained unchanged on Monday.

Rupee Plunges To 
All-Time Low Of 81.67 
Against US Dollar

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The rupee plunged 58 
paise to close at an all-time low 
of 81.67 against the US dollar on 
Monday as the strengthening 
of the American currency over-
seas and risk-averse sentiment 
among investors weighed on the 
local unit.

Moreover, escalation of geo-
political risks due to conflict in 
Ukraine, a negative trend in do-
mestic equities and significant 
foreign fund outflows sapped in-
vestor appetite, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local cur-
rency opened at 81.47, then fell 
further to close at an all-time 
low of 81.67 against the Ameri-
can currency, registering a de-
cline of 58 paise over its previ-
ous close.

On Friday, the rupee slumped 
30 paise to close at 81.09, its 
previous record low.

This is the fourth consecutive 
session of loss for the domestic 
unit, during which it has lost 
193 paise against the American 
currency.

"Another day of large gains for 
the dollar versus the rupee as it 
fell for the fourth day in a trot 
amid risk-averse sentiments 
and unprecedented strength 
in the greenback following Fed 
tightening and recession wor-

ries," said Dilip Parmar, Re-
search Analyst, HDFC Securities.

Spot USD-INR may head to-
wards 82 as strength in the dol-
lar index continues with surging 
bond yields, Parmar said, add-
ing that in the near-term, spot 
USD-INR is having resistance at 
around 82 and support at 81.05.

"Rupee fell to fresh all-time 
lows as the dollar strengthened 
across the board. The pound 
plunged further after the UK 
government announced huge 
debt-financed tax cuts," said 
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex & Bul-
lion Analyst, Motilal Oswal Fi-
nancial Services.

Somaiya added that during 
the weekend, North Korea fired 
a ballistic missile towards the 
sea off its east coast. Political in-
stability in China has disturbed 
the overall economic sentiment 
and is keeping the Chinese Yuan 
weighed down.

"We expect the USDINR (Spot) 
to trade sideways and quote in 
the range of 81.20 and 81.80," 
Somaiya said.

According to Anuj Choudhary 
- Research Analyst at Sharekhan 
by BNP Paribas, the Indian rupee 
touched a record low on strong 
Dollar and weak domestic markets.

Dollar surged to fresh 20-year 
high of 114.527 amid weak glob-
al equities and sharp fall in riski-
er currencies such as the Pound.

J&K Bank Establishes Spl 
Counter At SMVD Bhawan

Observer News Service

KATRA: On the eve of Navratri, J&K Bank Mon-
day established a Special Counter at its Business 
Unit in Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Bhawan to offer 
fresh cash currency and note exchange facility 
to the devotees visiting the famous Shrine.

CEO, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine 
Board (SMVDSB), Anshul Garg and Bank’s 
GM & Divisional Head Jammu, Sunit Kumar 
inaugurated the Fresh Cash/Note Exchange 
Counter in presence of Zonal Head Udham-
pur Rajesh Gupta, SDM Sudhir Bali, Tehsildar 
Anil Charak, Manager Bhawan Pardeep 
Jamwal, DSP Bhawan Nikhil Rasgotra, Head 
Pandit Gopal Sharma, officers of the Bank 
besides devotees from different corners of 
the country.

Speaking on the occasion CEO SMVDSB 
lauded the efforts of J&K Bank in conducting 
such programs for the pilgrims and also for 
providing all banking services to SMVD Board 
and its employees. He also appreciated the 
bank’s role in providing latest banking services 
all along the route for the pilgrims.

Earlier, while welcoming the dignitaries 
General Manager Sunit Kumar thanked the 
Shrine Board for its continuous patronage 
and support to the bank and assured of best 
services to the SMVD Board, devotees and 
public at large.

Govt Extends Foreign 
Trade Policy By 6 Months

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government has decided 
to postpone the release of the new Foreign 
Trade Policy (FTP) and extend the existing 
one by six months on account of global 
uncertainties and currency fluctuations.

The government was scheduled to an-
nounce the new FTP by the end of Sep-
tember. The current policy was to end on 
September 30.

Additional Secretary in the Department 
of Commerce, Amit Yadav, said there were 
demands from different quarters, including 
industry associations and export promo-
tion councils, to extend the policy and not 
introduce the new one at this time.

They have stated that currently there are 
challenges like global uncertainties and 
currency fluctuations. There was also a 
view to align the rollout of the new policy 
with the new financial year.

A notification in this regard will be is-
sued by the Directorate General of Foreign 
Trade (DGFT). "We will have to defer the re-
lease of the new policy. The existing policy 
will be continued," Yadav told reporters 
here on Monday. He added the decision 
was taken after holding consultations with 
all the stakeholders, including export pro-
motion councils.

Indian Economy Showing 
Resilience, Recovery: CEA

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) V 
Anantha Nageswaran on Monday said the 
Indian economy was on the path to recov-
ery but cautioned that foreign investors 
may remain cautious because of geopoliti-
cal challenges.

Speaking at a virtual seminar organised by 
Swadeshi Research Institute, he said all sectors 
of the economy such as agriculture, manufac-
turing and construction are "doing well".

"The Indian economy is showing resil-
ience and on the path to recovery. Private 
demand and the services sector are doing 
better than expected," he said.

Private capital formation is taking place, 
while foreign direct investment (FDI) flow 
is keeping steady, he said.

However, there are challenges, and geo-
politics is messy for which foreign inves-
tors are cautious, the CEA said.

Noting that India has a "well-capitalised 
banking sector", the economist said, the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) also 
played a big part in "improving the health 
of the banking system" which had high 
NPAs due to the financial crisis of 2008.

The economy is going to see "good 
capital formation for good credit growth", 
he said.

Apple Now Manufacturing 
iPhone 14 In India

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Apple's newest phone iPhone 
14 will be made in India as the global tech 
titan bets big on the manufacturing prow-
ess of the world's second-biggest smart-
phone market after China.

Cupertino, California-headquartered 
Apple started manufacturing iPhones 
in India in 2017 with iPhone SE. Today, 
Apple manufactures some of its most 
advanced iPhones in the country includ-
ing iPhone SE, iPhone 12, iPhone 13 and, 
now, iPhone 14.

Earlier this month, Apple Inc unveiled 
its latest iPhone series -- the iPhone 14 
models - with an improved camera, power-
ful sensors and satellite messaging feature 
to send SOS texts in emergencies. The new 
lineup has four models: iPhone 14, Plus, Pro 
and ProMax.

According to sources, the Made-in-India 
iPhone 14 will begin to reach local custom-
ers in the next few days. Phones manufac-
tured in India will be both for the Indian 
market and exports.

The iPhone 14 will be shipped from 
Foxconn's Sriperumbudur facility on the 
outskirts of Chennai. Foxconn is the world's 
largest contract electronics manufacturer 
and major iPhone assembler.

British Pound Plunges To 
New Low

Associated Press

LONDON: The British pound fell to all-time low 
against the US dollar early Monday after Trea-
sury chief Kwasi Kwarteng pledged a sweeping 
package of tax cuts, fuelling concerns about the 
government's economic policy as the United 
Kingdom teeters toward recession.

The pound fell as low as USD 1.0373, its low-
est level since the decimalisation of the currency 
in 1971, before rallying to about USD 1.08 in 
London afternoon trading.

The weakening currency piles pressure on 
the UK's new Conservative government, which 
has gambled that slashing taxes and increasing 
borrowing to compensate will spur economic 
growth. Many economists say it's more likely 
to fuel already high inflation, push down the 
pound and drive up the cost of UK government 
borrowing a potential perfect storm of economic 
headwinds.

The turbulence raised speculation that the 
Bank of England may step in with an emergency 
hike in interest rates to help shore up sterling.

Despite mounting concern, the government 
dug in its heels, insisting it wouldn't comment 
on "daily market movements." But in a bid to 
reassure markets, the Treasury announced it 
would set out a medium-term fiscal plan on 
Nov 23, alongside an economic forecast by the 
independent Office for Budget Responsibility.
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Five Arrested In Jammu 
After Countrymade Pistol 
Found In Car

'DAP' In Kashmiri Means To 
Lie Down Lazily, Something 
He's Already Accustomed To: 
Cong On Azad's Party Launch

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The Congress on 
Monday took a swipe at its 
former leader Ghulam Nabi 
Azad for launching Democratic 
Azad Party (DAP), saying 'DAP' 
in Kashmiri means to lie down 
lazily, which "the leader is al-
ready accustomed to".

Congress general secretary 
in-charge of communications 
Jairam Ramesh said on Twitter, 
"Finally, Ghulam Nabi Azad has 
announced the name of his polit-
ical outfit Democratic Azad Party 
(DAP). DAP in Kashmiri means to 
lie down lazily, something he's 
already accustomed to."

Azad, the former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief minister, 
on Monday launched his new 
party - Democratic Azad Party 
- coinciding with the first day 
of Navratri festival, exactly a 
month after ending his over 

five-decade-long association 
with the Congress.

Azad, 73, also unveiled the 
party's flag that has three strips 
of mustard, white and dark 
blue colours, and said the prior-
ity of the new party will be its 
registration with the Election 
Commission, though it will 
continue its activities because 
assembly elections in J&K can 
be declared anytime.

Azad, who parted ways 
with the Congress on August 
26, said the DAP will have "no 
competition" with any other 
political party and it will focus 
on "strengthening" peace and 
normalcy in the Union territory.

Azad also said there will be no 
discrimination on the basis of 
religion. Our policies will not be 
impacted by sectarianism or re-
ligion. Everyone is free whether 
he is going to a temple, mosque, 
gurdwara or church, he said.

NAN SCAM: SC Highlights 
Gravity Of ED Claim About 
HC Judge's Involvement
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
on Monday highlighted the 
gravity of the ED's claim that 
some constitutional function-
aries were in touch with a high 
court judge to help the accused 
in the 'Nagrik Apurti Nigam' 
(NAN) scam in Chhattisgarh, 
saying it stood on completely 
different footing as the judge 
was allegedly a party to some 
kind of conversation .

Chief Justice Uday Umesh Lalit, 
heading the bench, referred to his 
role as the head of judiciary and 
said besides sitting in the appel-
late jurisdiction in the case, he is 
also donning a different hat and 
is authorised to take corrective 
administrative actions.

The bench, also compris-
ing justices Ajay Rastogi and S 
Ravindra, meanwhile, asked the 
special court in Chhattisgarh not 
to proceed with the trial in the 
case and fixed ED's plea for hear-
ing on October 12. The anti-money 
laundering agency made a star-
tling claim recently about some 
constitutional functionaries of 
Chhattisgarh being in touch with an 
HC judge to ensure judicial relief to 
some accused in a money launder-
ing case arising out of the alleged 
multi-crore rupees NAN scam.

Besides seeking transfer of the 
PMLA case outside Chhattisgarh, 
the ED has sought cancellation 
of anticipatory bail granted to 
some high-profile accused in the 
money laundering case.

It recently submitted a sealed 
cover report containing some 
objectionable WhatsApp mes-
sages, indicating involvement 
of the constitutional function-
aries, to the bench.

Distinguishing between the 
present case and the other one 
cited by senior advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, appearing for an ac-
cused, the bench said, What 
has happened here and what 
is projected here is something 
different. If the presiding officer 
himself is a party to some kind 
of conversation or being ap-
proached, then the matter stands 
on completely different footing .

So, therefore, at this juncture 
and that is why he (Solicitor 
General for ED) is also justified 
in saying that we are in a differ-
ent capacity altogether because 
not only as the appellate court, 
but also as the court which can 
take corrective action when it 
comes on the administrative 
side. Correct? the CJI said.

There are various methodolo-
gies by which a court can take 
administrative control of the sit-
uation, the bench said about per-
mitting the filing of a sealed cov-
er report in a case. I also happen 
to be donning a different hat...
therefore when he (ED's coun-
sel) says that please see those 
WhatsApp messages...And those 
WhatsApp messages may point 
in certain directions, therefore it 
is not just the investigation part, 
it is something greater than that 
also, the CJI said.

The bench said it will peruse 
the material supplied in the 
sealed cover by the ED, before 
thinking of handing them to 
the counsel for the accused.

At the outset, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for ED, referred to the facts 
and chronology of events in the 
case, alleging witnesses have 
turned hostile and the entire 
trial in the predicate offences 
have been botched up.

Mehta then indicated toward 
the messages and said it was 
not a simple case where a probe 
agency was seeking cancellation 
of the anticipatory bail granted 
to some of the accused and 
transfer of the case. He said the 
matter related to the trust of the 
common people in the system.

The moment he sought to rely 
on the sealed cover material, 
Rohatgi raised preliminary ob-
jections. Either, it (sealed cover 
report) should be part of the re-
cords and everybody should get 
it, otherwise this procedure, ac-
cording to me, is not established 
by law, he contended.

My objection is that all ma-
terials filed or relied upon must 
be made available to a party 
unless privilege is claimed in 
terms of section 123 of the 
Evidence Act, he said.

The bench then made the ref-
erence to the gravity of the situ-
ation and said it will take a deci-
sion on the question of relying on 
the material in the sealed cover 
on the next date of hearing.

Press Trust of India

Jammu: Five people were ar-
rested during vehicle check-
ing here on Monday after a 
countrymade pistol and three 
sharp-edged weapons were 
found in their car, police said.

Amandeep Singh, Sagar 
Singh, Arun Singh, Ajay Singh 
and Ajay Partap Singh were in 

the car when it was stopped for 
checking at the Satwari chowk, 
a police spokesperson said.

He said a search of the vehicle 
led to the recovery of a country-
made pistol, two 7.62 mm live 
cartridges and three 'tokkas'.

All five were arrested and 
booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Arms Act, the of-
ficial said.

USHA Supports Kashmir’s 
Traditional Sport, Saz-Loung
Agenceis

Kupwara: Did you know that 
there is a local version of hop-
scotch or ‘staapu’ (as many of 
us know it) that is called Saz-
Loung and extremely popular in 
Kashmir? Still immensely popu-
lar amongst younger children 
this is played across the state 
– at home, in gullies, and even at 
school. In an effort to revive this 
celebrated sport, which is an in-
tegral part of the community’s 
culture of Kashmir, USHA, India’s 
leading consumer durables brand, 
supported a Saz-Loung event 
in Kupwara on September 24. 
Organized by ELFA International, 
the tournament witnessed the 
participation of 40 contestants, 
divided into 4 teams of 10 play-
ers each.Zonal Educational officer, 
Rafeeqa Begam graced the event 
with her presence.

While hopscotch is played 
across the world, its Kashmiri 
version - SazLoung - is one of 

the earliest outdoor games 
that people of all ages and 
genders enjoyed in the state. 
The game involves mak-
ing a huge rectangular box 
on the ground with smaller 
boxes inside, namely, Awwal 
(first), Doum (second), Soum 
(gentle), Jannat (heaven), 
Samandar(sea) and Jehnum 
(hell). Another small box is 
drawn on the upper side of 
the rectangle, called ‘Queen’.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Infant Mortality
States and UTs Jammu & Kashmir 

has recorded the lowest percentage of 
married population as only 46.2 per-
cent are married in the UT whereas 
the highest percentage was recorded 
for Andhra Pradesh (59.5) in the year 
2020.

“51.8 percent of the population in 
J&K never-married in 2020 whereas 
46.2 percent of the population was 
married,” the report said, adding that 
among the bigger States/UTs the low-
est percentage of married females 
is found to be in Jammu & Kashmir 
(49.0).

The report also says that the Crude 
Birth Rate (CBR) in J&K has seen a de-
crease in the past one decade. From 
2008-2010, J&K’s CBR was 18.6 when 
expressed as births per 1,000 popu-
lation whereas the crude Birth rate 
came down to 15.0 per 1000 popula-
tion in 2018-20. As per SRS, the aver-
age percentage change in CBR in J&K 
was -19.4 percent.

As per the report, the General 
Fertility Rate (GFR) has also come 
down to 48.6 in 2018-20 against 2008-
10’s 68.6. The GFR is the average num-
ber of children currently being born 
to women of reproductive age in the 
period, typically 1-36 months preced-
ing the survey, expressed per 1,000 
women aged 15-49 years.

By the age 34, the percentage share 
of cumulative fertility varies from 79.6 
in Jammu & Kashmir to 95.1 in West 
Bengal. The percentage share in cumu-
lative fertility for women by the age 
39 years varies from 92.2 in Jammu & 
Kashmir to 99.0 in Tamil Nadu.

However, J&K witnessed a vicious 
change in the Total Fertility Rate(TFR) 
as the UT’s TFR came down to 1.5—The 
second lowest TFR in India—in 2018-
20 against 2008-10’s 2.2.

The report also mentioned that J&K 
has the second highest number of 
mothers that received medical atten-
tion during delivery in government 
hospitals. 70.3 percent of women re-
ceived medical attention at govern-
ment hospitals in J&K while Rajasthan 
had the highest percentage (70.9 per-
cent) in 2020.

According to SRS, the Crude Death 
rate in J&K has also come down to 4.7 
per 1000 people in 2018-20 against 5.7 
per 1000 people in 2008-10.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
the Sample Registration System (SRS) 
is a Central government initiative for 
providing reliable annual estimates of 
Infant mortality rate, birth rate, death 
rate and other fertility & mortality in-
dicators at the national and sub-na-
tional levels.

50 Killed In
stop use of mobile phones while 

driving and also put an end to rash 
driving, over-taking and other norm 
violations,” ARTO further said.

Azad Launches
clarified that Azad, the middle name 

of his party, does not symbolise him 
but it is meant to convey that the new 
party will be completely independent.

“Democratic is for democracy and 
Azad for independence...The party will 
be democratic and not an autocratic 
one, the power will not remain in one 

hand and the provisions of the party’s 
constitution will be based on total de-
mocracy, he said.

Azad, who parted ways with the 
Congress on August 26, said the DAP 
will have “no competition” with any 
other political party and it will focus 
on “strengthening” peace and normal-
cy in J and K.

Extending his good wishes to 
Hindus on the commencement of 
Navratri festival, Azad said he had 
initially planned to float his party on 
September 23 but later it was decid-
ed the launch should be done on the 
first day of the Navratri to make a new 
beginning.

Referring to the party’s flag, he 
said the mustard colour symbolises 
creativity and diversity, white stands 
for peace as we believe in Gandhian 
philosophy which will be our priority 
and our principle . The dark blue has 
a vast meaning covering different as-
pects like freedom of speech, thinking, 
intuition, imagination and inspiration, 
he said.

Responding to a question about 
Article 370 that was scrapped by the 
Centre in August 2019, he said his 
party will not make its restoration an 
election issue in J and K.

Issues relating to roads, water sup-
ply and price rise are meant for elec-
tions. “I won’t stop anybody from mak-
ing anything an election issue. I have a 
lot of things. Why should I make it an 
election issue?” he said.

Replying to a question about 
Kashmir-centric parties, particularly 
the PDP, criticising his remarks on 
Article 370 of the Constitution, Azad 
said, “You just check Parliament re-
cords of who has spoken or who has 
not (on Article 370). Get the records of 
Parliament on any one’s name. But my 
take is simply that I don’t use such is-
sues for elections.”

Azad asserted he has never said 
restoration of Article 370 was not 
possible.

“I never said this cannot happen. 
I said that I cannot convince Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ji. If anyone 
can persuade Modi ji and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah ji, they should do 
it. It will be a welcome step. I do not 
have any such influence on Modi ji,” 
Azad said.

He said only Parliament can restore 
Article 370 but “we need a majority”.

By abrogating Article 370, the Centre 
had revoked the special status of J and 
K. The Supreme Court has agreed to 
list after Dussehra vacation the pleas 
challenging the Centre’s decision.

Azad said it was a welcome step that 
the apex court will be hearing the case 
from October 10.

Referring to the choice of the name 
for his new party, he said he had re-
ceived over 1,500 suggestions from his 
well wishers across the country.

It was difficult because there are a 
large number of recognized political 
parties in the country. J and K has a lot 
of diversity with two big regions and 
a number of sub-regions having dif-
ferent languages and cultures. So we 
have to find such a name which every-
one can understand easily, he added.

He said his political journey started 
with the Gandhi family but his ideal 
remained Mahatma Gandhi since his 

student days.
It was (Mahatma) Gandhi who saw 

a ray of light from Kashmir during 
partition when there were massacres 
everywhere even in Jammu but not a 
single Hindu was slapped in Kashmir. 
Today BJP also acknowledges Gandhi 
who has become a common factor - 
left, right and centre.

PCC Hits Out
Tara Chand have joined Azad, Wani 

said the Congress has started a cam-
paign to strengthen the party at the 
grassroots in all the 90 constituencies 
and will bring young faces to ensure 
the defeat of those who quit the party.

During the party convention in 
Katra in Reasi district, the JKPCC 
chief also welcomed former Dogra 
Swabhiman Sangathan Party (DSSP) 
leader Bupender Singh Jamwal and his 
supporters into the party fold.

Jamwal was expelled by the DSSP on 
September 21 for anti-party activities”.

Without naming Azad and his col-
leagues, Wani said, The turncoats 
have announced a party and I want 
to tell them that they stand exposed. 
(Prime Minister Narendera) Modi 
wept for you (in Parliament) because 
you were close to him rather than the 
Congress. You have been showered 
with awards...

I know about your conspiracies 
against the Congress very well, Wani, 
who was considered a close confi-
dante of Azad before he quit the party 
in August, said.

Wani said the Congress was a 
“movement” and a party that be-
lieved in secularism. “This is the party 
whose leaders like Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi sacrificed their lives, and 
Rahul Gandhi is on a Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 
to unite the country, he added.

Asking the people to continue sup-
porting the party, he said, We are go-
ing to introduce young faces and you 
have to support them and make them 
win (the elections). You will not sup-
port that (Azad’s) party and the BJP 
which skinned the people in the coun-
try with inflation, growing unemploy-
ment, GST and demonetisation.

Wani said the party has started a 
campaign to reach out to the people 
from Katra on the occasion of the first 
Navratra. We will have rallies in all the 
90 assembly constituencies and we 
will emerge strong enough to defeat 
the opponents, he added.

He also lashed out at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led government and 
said when India got freedom from the 
British due to sustained struggle of the 
Congress, even a needle was being im-
ported from outside the country.

It was not Modi but the Congress 
which developed the country, made 
it a nuclear power, an economic hub 
and a strong military power. Since this 
government (BJP) came to power at 
the Centre, the destruction is visible 
everywhere, he said.

Wani urged the people to vote tak-
ing into account their experiences 
with the present dispensation over the 
last eight years.

Fruit Laden Trucks
“The claim made by certain fruit 

growers association on the halting of 
fruit trucks is half truth and natural 

reasons are hindering traffic. We have 
difficulties in the movement of traf-
fic on the highway due to rains and 
resultant shooting stones which is 
beyond human control,” Pole said in a 
statement.

He said all stranded Jammu-bound 
trucks will be cleared by tonight.

The senior officer said 46,000 
goods-laden trucks including 29,000 
apple trucks have been sent out of 
Kashmir since September 1, 2022.

Pole said there has been bumper 
apple crop this year due to abundant 
rainfall.

“Apple production in Kashmir is 17 
metric tonne but due to abundant rain-
fall, there has been a bumper crop and 
will cross 21 metric tonne,” he said.

The Divisional Commissioner asked 
the transporters to use alternate 
Mughal road for at least empty trucks, 
which will lessen the burden on the 
national highway.

In Jammu, the former chief minis-
ter and Democratic Azad Party (DAP) 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad requested 
clearance of fruit-laden trucks like 
ambulances from Kashmir to outside 
markets in the country.

This is harvest time in J&K...I am re-
questing the government, especially 
the traffic department to make neces-
sary arrangements to facilitate hassle-
free movement of fruit laden trucks 
from Kashmir to Delhi and other mar-
kets for the next one month. These 
should be given the same priority as is 
being given to ambulances, otherwise 
we will have no benefit of the bum-
per crop this season, he told reporters 
here.

The DAP leader made the request 
amid frequent disruptions in the traf-
fic due to shooting of stones over the 
past week.

Azad said the people connected with 
the tourism industry, horticulture and 
handicrafts suffered immensely over 
the past few years.

This year, the tourism sector regis-
tered a good turnout while we have 
also a bumper horticulture yield... I 
tried to contact the Lt Governor but he 
is not here. When he arrives, I will take 
up this issue (smooth movement of 
fruit-laden trucks) with him, he said, 
adding it is imperative to facilitate free 
movement of trucks to avoid losses to 
the growers.

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti also 
hit out Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration for allegedly interfering in the 
seasonal migrant of tribals and their 
livestock.

“After deliberately holding up fruit 
laden trucks for days endlessly & caus-
ing massive losses, LG admin is now 
interfering with movement of tribals & 
their livestock. It seems that the admin 
is bent upon making every resident & 
community of J&K suffer miserably,” 
Mehbooba tweeted.

Talking to PTI on the matter, the PDP 
president said there were reports that 
the administration has kept 50 trucks 
for movement of the nomadic people 
and their livestock between Banihal 
and Jammu.

“They do not want the tribals to 
move on the national highway. How 
does one even think of transporting 
hundreds of thousands of livestock of 
these Bakerwals in 50 trucks? They 

have been halted at Banihal where 
they do not even have pastures for 
their animals to graze,” she added.

Mehbooba said the government 
should keep some hours every day re-
served for the movement of the live-
stock as was the practice in the past.

The nomadic population of Jammu 
and Kashmir arrive with their livestock 
in the valley every year around May in 
search of greener pastures and return 
to their homes during September-
October period.

Azad also called for restoration of 
darbar move’, a practice under which 
the government offices including 
civil secretariat used to function six 
months each in the twin capitals of 
Jammu and Srinagar.

The Lt Governor Manoj Sinha had 
on June 20, last year announced that 
the Jammu and Kashmir administra-
tion has completely transitioned to e-
office, thereby ending the practice of 
the biannual ‘darbar move’.

Now both the Jammu and Srinagar 
secretariats can function normally for 
12 months. This will save the govern-
ment Rs 200 crore per year, which will 
be used for the welfare of the deprived 
sections, Sinha had said.

Azad said the darbar move was 
beneficial for the economy in Jammu. 
During my chief ministership I also 
thought of saving the money (by stop-
ping darbar move). The businessmen 
in Jammu requested me not to think 
of it as people from Kashmir come and 
their sales go up by 1,000 times.

The DAP leader also called for ad-
equate compensation to the farmers 
whose crops were damaged by heavy 
rains in Kandi and other remote areas 
of Jammu province.

DGP Chairs
attended among others by 

Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir 
Pandurang K. Pole, DIG North Kashmir 
Udaybhaskar Billa, SSP Baramulla 
Rayees Mohammad Bhat, ASP 
Baramulla R K Parihar and jurisdic-
tional SDPOs, the spokesperson said 
that deployment of man-power from 
different forces and intelligence agen-
cies was also discussed.

Addressing the officers, he said, 
the DGP stressed for greater synergy 
among different agencies and forces, 
being deployed for the security of 
VVIP.

“The DGP emphasized upon the of-
ficers to keep an eye on the activities 
of suspicious elements who always try 
to find an opportunity to disrupt the 
peaceful atmosphere in the UT,” the 
spokesperson said.

The DGP, he said, directed the of-
ficers that proper briefings should be 
made to the personnel put on security 
duties at different locations of venues.

“The DGP stressed for utilization of 
technology & security gadgets includ-
ing CCTV cameras en-route the visit 
and locations. He said that a compre-
hensive communication network must 
be ensured to be established to coor-
dinate among the agencies involved in 
the security arrangements,” he added.

Singh, the spokesperson said, dis-
cussed traffic arrangements and asked 
for diversion of public transport to 
alternate routes so that common com-
muters do not suffer due to security 

reasons.
He said that DIG North Kashmir and 

SSP Baramulla briefed the DGP about 
the required security arrangements 
put in place in connection with the 
VVIP visit.

“They apprised him about the se-
curity measures being taken in their 
respective jurisdictional areas,” he 
added.

Police Assures
police also rejected criticism over 

circulating pictures of a group of stu-
dents by it, claiming that the law en-
forcing agency was aware about its 
“responsibility” and that they were 
not “identifiable” as their faces were 
hidden.

“Our Aerial Surveillance teams are 
keeping a vigilant watch looking for 
criminals, absconders etc. using high 
resolution cameras. This clip (show-
ing in tweet) is from a public space 
in downtown,” police said in a tweet. 
“The surveillance is in public areas 
only, so as to ensure privacy.”

Regarding the circulating of a pic-
ture in which a group of students is 
seen roaming on streets of Qamarwari 
during school hours, police sought to 
defend two concerns raised by few 
netizens.

“Moral Policing: Most criminals are 
drug addicts, most drug addicts start 
in the school bunking phase,” the po-
lice said in a separate tweet.

Regarding concerns over identity, 
police claimed that “no student is 
identifiable as they have hid their fac-
es, names nowhere. We are well aware 
of our responsibilities.”

Earlier Police said that these stu-
dents were found roaming on streets 
in Qamarwari area during school 
timings. “Parents are requested to 
keep watch on school going children. 
Further, school authorities may also 
inform parents in case any student is 
found absent without leave or prior 
intimation” Many students have been 
noticed roaming in parks, roads in 
school timings recently

Leopard Caught
leopard into a nearby forest from 

where it was later captured.
The injured villager was shifted to 

hospital, the officials added.

DGP Greets
secure and congenial atmosphere,” 

the DGP has further said in his message.

J&K Logs Eight
last 24 hours.
“Moreover, 23 more COVID-19 pa-

tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 04 from Jammu division and 19 
from Kashmir division,” they added.

3 Education Dept
the in-depth enquiry in the matter.
“He shall submit an enquiry report 

to this directorate alongwith his rec-
ommendations into the matter within 
15 days positively,” the order adds.

Those who have been suspended 
included Ajaz Ahmad Malla (selection 
officer), Abid Hussain (Jr. Assistant) 
both are posted at CO office Anantnag 
and Ashiq Hussain Sheikh(Teacher) 
posted at Qazigund.(KNS).
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T20I Rankings: India 
Go 7 Points Clear

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: India went seven points 
clear of England at the top of 
the ICC T20 rankings following 
their narrow series win over 
Australia in Hyderabad.

Down 0-1 against the touring 
Australia, the Rohit Sharma-led 
India bounced back in style to 
level the series in Nagpur be-
fore Virat Kohli and Suryaku-
mar Yadav’s fifties in the decid-
ing rubber on Sunday sealed a 
2-1 win.

The six-wicket final over win 

improved their ranking by one 
point to 268 points, a seven-
point lead over their closest 
rival in England in the ICC T20 
rankings released on Monday.

The upcoming three-match 
series against South Africa will 
give India a chance to consoli-
date their lead at the top ahead 
of the World Cup in Australia.

The Proteas occupy third 
place on the team rankings 
with 258 points, but could 
stake their claim when they in 
the upcoming series commenc-
ing at Thiruvananthapuram on 

Wednesday.
Incidentally it was Pakistan’s 

narrow three-run win over Eng-
land in the fourth game in Kara-
chi on Sunday that helped India 
increase their lead.

Pakistan are currently tied with 
South Africa for third place on the 
team rankings with 258 points, 
but could rise as high as second 
by winning the remaining three 
matches against England.

England on the other hand 
will maintain second place on 
the rankings should they win 
one of those contests.

IND vs SA T20: Team India Touch 
Down In Kerala For South Africa Duel

Press Trust of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The 
Indian cricket team reached 
the city on Monday for the first 
T20 international match against 
South Africa to be held on Sep-
tember 28 at the Greenfield sta-
dium in Thiruvananthapuram 
on Monday.

The South African team 
reached the State capital on 
Sunday and began practice on 
Monday.

"Team India will reach the 
ground for the practice on Sep-
tember 27. They will practice 

from 5 PM to 8 PM. The South 
African team will practice on 
the ground from 1.00 PM to 
4.00 PM," KCA said in a release.

The team captains would 
meet the media as part of the 
pre-match interaction on Sep-
tember 27.

The Greenfield stadium has a 
capacity of 55,000 seats and the 
KCA said on Monday that 2,000 
tickets for the opening T20I are 
still up for grabs.

The rates for the upper-tier, 
pavilion and KCA grandstand are 
Rs 1,500, Rs 2,750 and Rs 6,000 
respectively. The tickets for the 

KCA grandstand seats would in-
clude expenses for food.

Shahbaz, Iyer in T20I squad, 
Shami ruled out

Yet to recover from Covid-19, 
Mohammed Shami has been 
ruled out of India’s three-match 
T20I series against South Africa, 
while Bengal all-rounder Shah-
baz Ahmed came in place of a 
rested Hardik Pandya.

With all-rounder Deepak 
Hooda also out of the series due 
to back spasms, the national 
selection committee is set to re-
call middle-order batter Shreyas 
Iyer for the South Africa series. 

J&K Contingent For 
36th National Games 
Flagged Off  To Gujarat

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Advisor to LG, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on Monday flagged off 
the J&K contingent for the 36th 
National Games to be held at Gu-
jarat from 29th September to 12th 
October, 2022.

The advisor remarked that the 
LG led administration has given 
utmost priority to sports sector 
and infrastructure of interna-
tional and advanced standards 
is being established across Jam-
mu and Kashmir to nurture the 
sports talent of youth.

Speaking during the flagging 
off ceremony, Advisor Bhat-
nagar highlighted that National 
Games is one of the prestigious 
and major event of our National 
Sports Calendar and forms the 
core platform for sportspersons 
to prove their talent for interna-
tional events.

The Advisor added that as 
many as 36 disciplines are be-

ing covered during the National 
Games and we are sure that our 
talented sports persons will per-
form well and bring laurels for 
J&K and make us proud.

After the flagging off cer-
emony, Advisor Bhatnagar also 
interacted with players and en-
couraged them to compete with 
utmost enthusiasm and deter-
mination and give their best 
ever performance.

Secretary, J&K Sports Council, 
Nuzhat Gul, on the occasion said 
that in last National Games, the 
J&K contingent won four silver 
and eight bronze medals and 
this year our players are bet-
ter prepared and eventually we 
are hoping for more medals this 
time.

The Secretary added that as 
many as 14 contingents from J&K 
are taking part this year and as per 
new guidelines, cash awards will 
also be given to the medallists un-
der new Sports Policy.

Grand Warriors Excel 
In Sqay Championship

Adil Khan

SRINAGAR: Trainees of Grand 
Warriors Academy took part in 
the recently concluded 23rd Dis-
trict Sqay Championship, which 
was held at Indoor Sports Com-
plex, Polo View.

Seven students from the acad-
emy won 7 medals in the said 
championship, namely Mo-
hadis Altaf (Gold), Arsalan Khan 
(Gold), Sahil Farooq (Silver), Me-
hvish (Silver), Sabiya (Bronze), 
Rizwan (Bronze) and Affan 
(Bronze).

While talking to Kashmir Ob-
server, General Secretary and 
coach of Grand Warriors Acad-
emy which is working in col-

laboration with L. P. School said 
we are trying to involve youth in 
sports activities as drugs among 
youth is rapidly increasing.

“Our three students, namely 
Shahid Hilal, Naveed Mukhtar 
and Mohadis Altaf, are going for 
national selection trials and we 
hope that they will be selected 
for upcoming National Champi-
onship which is going to be held 
in Kashmir in which 30 states of 
India are expected to participate 
in senior men and women na-
tionals,” he added.

Rouf Ahmad, head of L. P. 
School, said that we want every 
student of our locality to play 
from grass root level to interna-
tional championships.

LG’s Cricket Trophy Match 
Played In Anantnag England Captain Says India Women 

‘Lying’ About Warning Claims

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: England skipper 
Heather Knight, who is cur-
rently recovering from a hip 
surgery, has accused the Indian 
women's team of "lying" about 
having warned Charlie Dean 
before Deepti Sharma ran her 
out at the non-striker's end in 
the final ODI.

India pulled off a win against 
England on Saturday after all-
rounder Deepti ran out Dean 
(47), the last England batter, for 
backing up too far at the non-
striker's end.

Dean was out of her ground 

and Deepti simply held the ball 
to remove the bails, leaving the 
English team flabbergasted and 
also triggering an intense de-
bate over 'spirit of the game'.

After returning to the coun-
try, Deepti on Monday revealed 
that Charlie Dean was warned 
against backing up multiple 
times before she effected the 
run out. However, Knight dis-
missed the claims made by 
Deepti in a series of tweets.

"The game is over. Charlie 
was dismissed legitimately, In-
dia were deserved winners of 
the match and the series. But no 
warnings were given," Knight 

wrote on Twitter.
"They don't need to be given, so 

it hasn't made the dismissal any 
less legitimate. But if they're com-
fortable with the decision to affect 
the run out, India shouldn't feel 
the need to justify it by lying about 
warnings." Chasing 170, England 
were reduced to 118 for nine be-
fore No 9 batter Dean revived their 
hopes with her last wicket part-
nership with Freya Davies.

However, with 17 needed to 
win, Dean was run out for 47 
with Deepti clipping the bails 
during her delivery stride to put 
an end to their 35-run partner-
ship that gave India 3-0 sweep.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Department of 
Youth Services and Sports Anat-
nag is organising LG’s Rolling 
Trophy cricket matches at differ-
ent venue for the youth figuring 
from 19 to 35 years of age. 

At Sports Stadium Qazigund, 
Zone Qazigund and Zone Veri-
nag faced each other in the T20 
format league cum knockout 
tournament in which the toss 
was won by Zone Verinag. After 
winning the toss Verinag elected 
to bowl first. Qazigund scored 
195 runs for the loss of 5 wick-
ets in which Ishtiyaq Gull, Aquib 
Mohiuddin and Asif Mughal 
were the leading scorers with 

52 of 31 balls, 48* of 27 balls and 
47* of 25 balls. Hilal Bhat from 
Verinag claimed 2 wickets. 

Chasing the target of 196 runs 
Zone Verinag were bundled out 
at 161 runs and a comfortable 
win was registered by Zone Qa-
zigund with a margin of 35 runs. 
Tajamul with 35 (12) was the 
highest scorer. Sameer Ganie, 
Wani Irfan, Muneeb Mir were 
the main bowlers for Qazigund 
and claimed 2 wickets each. Asif 
Mughal was declared Man of the 
Match for his 47 unbeaten and 1 
wicket with maiden wicket over. 

With this Win it was Zone Qa-
zigund who remained unbeaten 
from Pool-C while as both teams 
also qualified for Super-8 stage. 

FIFPRO, Leagues Sign 
Deal At UN Labor Agency

Agencies

GENEVA: The FIFPRO union and 
World Leagues Forum signed 
a new labour agreement at the 
United Nations’ International 
Labor Organization on Mon-
day that they said will “stabi-
lize the professional football 
environment by strengthening 
employer and employee repre-
sentatives on a worldwide level 
and promoting fair conditions of 
employment in football.”

The ILO said it was “the first 
global agreement on working 
conditions and rights of pro-
fessional football players.” The 
move comes after years of tour-
nament expansions and failed 
proposals for new competitions 
left many soccer officials feel-
ing sidelined and active play-
ers saying their opinions were 
ignored.

Some of the failed propos-
als that have divided the soc-
cer world include the European 
Super League, biennial World 
Cups, a $25 billion overhaul 
of FIFA competitions, adding 
more teams and co-hosts to the 

2022 World Cup in Qatar, and a 
Champions League reform plan 
in 2019 that would have locked 
in some wealthy clubs to guar-
anteed entries. FIFPRO and the 
domestic leagues have seats on 
FIFA’s stakeholder committee 
and UEFA’s strategy council, but 
the status of those panels has 
declined.

The aim of the new partner-
ship is to “actively pursue eq-
uitable representation in inter-
national decision-making,” the 
66-nation FIFPRO union said in 
a statement.

Under the banner of a “Global 
Labor Agreement,” an executive 
panel is expected to meet within 
weeks to discuss issues includ-
ing the FIFA-managed calendar 
for national-team games. (AP)

Portugal-Spain Decider 
Rounds Off Nations League

Agencies

Last year’s Nations League 
runner-up Spain visits Por-
tugal in a winner-take-all 

match to decide who advances 
to the Final Four from Group 
A2. Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portu-
gal can secure first place with a 
draw in Braga. It took the group 
lead with a 4-0 win over the 
Czech Republic and Spain’s 2-1 
home loss to Switzerland at the 
weekend. 

Portugal won the inaugural 
edition of the Nations League at 
home in 2019 but did not make it 
to the Final Four last year. Spain 
lost last year’s final to France. 
Switzerland, coming off consec-
utive victories over Portugal and 
Spain, hosts the Czech Republic 
needing a draw to avoid relega-
tion to League B.

There are two showdown 
games to decide which teams 

join Bosnia-Herzegovina and Is-
rael in being promoted to the top 
tier. Norway hosts Serbia tied on 
10 points in Group B4 but needs 
only a draw.

Ukraine and Scotland face 
each other for the third time 
in less than four months The 
two previous games were in 
Glasgow and now they meet 
in Krakow, Poland, because 
Ukraine cannot host interna-
tional games during the Rus-
sian military invasion. A draw 
will seal the Group B1 title for 
Scotland. Israel completes the 
Group B2 program at Albania. 
The three-team group played 
without Russia whose teams 
has been suspended from UEFA 
and FIFA competitions.

In League C, Group C2 winner 
Greece hosts Northern Ireland 
which is in a three-way rel-
egation fight. Kosovo hosts last-
placed Cyprus.

Tiafoe Stars As Team 
World Win Laver Cup

Agencies

LONDON: Frances Tiafoe led 
Team World to their first Laver 
Cup title as the American saved 
four match points in a dramatic 
victory over Stefanos Tsitsipas 
that denied Roger Federer a fare-
well trophy on Sunday. 

Tiafoe staged a superb 
fightback to win 1-6,7-6 
(13/11), 10/8 in the penulti-
mate match of the tourna-
ment at London's O2 Arena. 
That was enough to give John 
McEnroe's Team World a 13-8 
overall margin of victory with 
a match to spare, sealing their 
maiden triumph in the com-
petition after Team Europe 
won the first four editions.

While Federer had hoped to 
mark the end of his career by 

lifting the trophy in a tourna-
ment he helped create, the Swiss 
legend was left to salute Tiafoe 
and the rest of the Team World 
squad.

"Congratulations to Team 
World, amazing comeback," Fe-
derer said.

"It's been emotional at times 
but I had a great time. I can't 
thank you enough for that. I en-
joyed every minute."

Promising to attend next 
year's Laver Cup in Canada, Fe-
derer said: "I'm looking forward 
to next year. I'll be there too, 
supporting both teams from a 
different position."

Federer had played the last 
match of his glittering career on 
Friday when he and Rafael Nadal 
were beaten by Tiafoe and Jack 
Sock in the doubles.
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These Are the Best Airlines Of 2022, 
According to Travelers. Vistara Ranks
Agenceis

As the world finishes unpicking 
its COVID-19 travel restric-
tions, business trips and tour-

ism are firmly back on the agenda - 
in most places, anyway. The question 
is, who to fly with?

Qatar Airways has been named 
the world's best airline at the 
Skytrax World Airline Awards 
2022, while Singapore 
Airlines Ltd. and Emirates 
landed in the second and 
third spots respectively.

In a strong showing for Asia-Pa-
cific carriers, Japan's All Nippon Air-
ways Co. and Australia's Qantas Air-
ways Ltd. rounded out the top five, 
while Hong Kong's largely grounded 
Cathay Pacific tumbled to 16th place 
from sixth place last year.

The awards also broke down the 
best airline for each cabin class. Best 

first-class cabin went to Singapore 
Airlines, while Qatar picked up best 
business class. Virgin Atlantic Air-
ways Ltd. won for premium economy 
and Emirates for best economy cabin.

In other categories, Singapore Air-
lines' budget carrier Scoot took top 
place for best long-haul low-cost air-
line; Singapore Airlines also scooped 

best cabin staff; and ANA 
were number one for cabin cleanli-
ness.

"Qatar Airways was the largest 
airline to have flown consistently 
throughout the Covid-19 pan-
demic, with their network never 
falling below 30 destinations," Sky-
trax chief executive officer Edward 

Plaisted said in 
a press release. "That de-

termination has clearly been well 
recognized by customers."

The World Airline Awards were 
determined by an online customer 
survey that ran from September 2021 
to August 2022 in English, French, 
Spanish, Russian, Japanese and Chi-
nese. More than 350 airlines featured 
in the final results.

1.	 Qatar Airways
2.	 Singapore Airlines
3.	 Emirates
4.	 All Nippon Airways (ANA)
5.	 Qantas Airways
6.	 Japan Airlines
7.	 Turk Hava Yollari (Turkish Airlines)

8.	 Air France
9.	 Korean Air
10.	 Swiss International Air Lines
11.	 British Airways
12.	 Etihad Airways
13.	 China Southern
14.	 Hainan Airlines

15.	 Lufthansa
16.	 Cathay Pacific
17.	 KLM
18.	 EVA Air
19.	 Virgin Atlantic
20.	 Vistara

Government Blocks 45 Videos On 
10 YouTube Channels: Thakur
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: Government has 
ordered the blocking of 45 vid-
eos from 10 YouTube channels 
that contained fake news and 

morphed content with the in-
tent to spread hatred amongst 
religious communities, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur said on Monday.

The blocked videos had 

a cumulative viewership of 
over 1.30 crore and claimed 
that the government had tak-
en away the religious rights of 
certain communities, an offi-
cial statement said.

Fed Up With World’s Highest Funeral Costs, A Country Changes
Agenceis

Tokyo: Even before a $12 mil-
lion state funeral for the for-
mer Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

prompted a public outcry, the Japa-
nese have long grumbled about fu-
neral costs, the highest in the world. 
Now, an increasing number of griev-
ing families are opting for low-key 
send-offs, with the pandemic pro-
viding an extra reason to avoid large 
ceremonies.

Average spending per funeral in 
the past year was 1.1 million yen 
($7,725), down 40 per cent from an 
earlier, pre-Covid survey, according 
to Kamakura Shinsho Ltd., an online 
information service specializing in 
elderly care, funerals and graves. 
That's still around a quarter of the 
average annual salary and doesn't 
cover extra costs such as offerings 
to Buddhist monks. Including ad-
ditional expenses, Japanese funer-
als cost around 3 million yen before 
the pandemic, around three to four 
times what's spent in the US and 
Europe, according a 2020 survey by 
UK-based insurance provider Sun-
Life Ltd.

Hiroya Shimizu, who organized his 

father's funeral in early 2019, remem-
bers being shown different hearses 
and floral arrangements but felt he ul-
timately had little control over costs.

"It's not like you could compare 
prices on Amazon and Yodobashi," 
said the 57-year-old hotel owner, re-
ferring to a popular e-commerce site 
for electronics. The final bill, he said, 
came to around 3.5 million yen. "You 
just pay what you're told."

While much of the recent decline 
was due to people opting for small-
scale ceremonies to avoid the spread 
of Covid, many say the change is 

both overdue and unlikely to be fully 
reversed. Shinsuke Nakamura, a 
manager at Kamakura Shinsho, said 
Japan's aging population and shift to 
smaller, nuclear families were also 
leading to smaller funerals.

"Covid just accelerated a trend 
that was already there, with people 
increasingly shifting toward family-
only ceremonies," he said.

Traditional Buddhist ceremonies, 
which account for a majority of 
Japanese funerals, are usually held 
over two days, with a wake held on 
the first evening and a formal fu-

neral and cremation the following 
day. Those who attend are expected 
to give cash as a condolence gift, but 
such contributions are usually far 
outweighed by costs ranging from 
food catering to venue fees.

One expense that many find partic-
ularly opaque is the offering of cash to 
Buddhist monks, who read sutras at 
ceremonies and give religious names 
to the dead for the afterlife. Monks 
are paid around 200,000 yen on aver-
age for such services. There's rarely an 
explicit price list, but a bigger offering 
is understood to ensure a more elabo-
rate religious name.

Most grieving families feel under 
pressure to pay whatever they're 
told is the going rate, as haggling 
over funeral fees would be consid-
ered unseemly. Over half of the peo-
ple, in a study published this year 
by the All Japan Funeral Directors 
Co-Operation, said that they were 
unsatisfied with such unclear pay-
ments. Upselling by funeral homes 
is also common, according to the 
National Consumer Affairs Center, 
which fields hundreds of such com-
plaints each year including cases of 
people being pressured to opt for 
bigger venues or fancier coffins.


