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S H O R T  T A K E S

Woman Officer 
Attached For Poor 
Performance

The Union Territory administration 
has attached a Jammu and 
Kashmir Administrate Service 

(JKAS) officer over poor performance 
in implementing SBMG plan, reports 
said Friday.
“In the interest of administration 
Nighat Alam, JKAS, Assistant 
Commissioner (Panchayat) Srinagar 
is hereby attached in the Directorate 
of Rural Sanitation, J&K Jammu with 
immediate effect on poor performance 
in implementing of SBMG plan in 
Srinagar district,” reads an order issued 
by Mandeep Kaur, Commissioner 
Secretary to the government.
Kaur further ordered More on P10

4 Of Family Drown 
In Udhampur Nallah

Four members of a family drowned 
in a nallah in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Udhampur district on 

Friday, officials said.
Four people, including children, who 
had gone to fetch water and grass for 
their cattle fell in a nallah at Chattrari 

village of tehsil 
Ramnagar and 
drowned in it, 
they said.
The deceased 
have been 
identified as 
Nishu Devi (16), 
Anju Devi (22), 
Yash Pal (24) and 

Meenakshi (12). Their bodies have been 
recovered, they added.

J&K Reports 28 
New Corona Cases

At least 28 more people tested 
positive for Coronavirus in 
Jammu and Kashmir on Friday, 

taking the number of people infected 
since the outbreak of pandemic in the 
Union territory to 479046.
20 fresh cases of novel Coronavirus 
were registered from Kashmir Valley 
and the remaining eight from Jammu 
division, officials said. In the Valley, 
they said, Srinagar detected the highest 
eight new cases of virus, Kupwara 5, 
Pulwama 4, and Budgam 3.
In the winter capital, Samba reported 
a maximum of 4 new cases of virus, 
Jammu 3, and Ramban 1.
Also, the officials said that the death toll 
in the pandemic remained unchanged 
at 4785 in J&K—2352 in More on P10

Cab Crushes 
Motorcyclist 
To Death

A motorcyclist was killed on Friday 
after being hit by a passenger 
taxi in Bijbehara area of South 

Kashmir’s Anantnag district.
Official sources said that a motorcycle 
(PB35U-8190) was hit by a van 
passenger taxi ( DL5CF 2629) near 

Samthan Bijbehara, 
resulting in critical 
injuries to Aaqib 
Ahmad Dar son of 
Bashir Ahmad Dar, 
resident of Naina 
Sangam. The injured 

person, they said, was evacuated from 
the site to SDH Bijbehara, where the 
doctors declared him dead on arrival.
Confirming the incident, More on P10

Man’s Body 
Retrieved From River

Rescue teams of police and locals 
on Friday retrieved the body of 
a man from a river in Surankote 

area of Poonch district.
Official sources told a local news 
agency GNS that a police team along 
with locals recovered the body of 
35-year-old Faiz Akbar from river Suran 
at Dhundak. A resident of Phagla, the 

man, according 
to locals, had 
allegedly jumped 
into the river and 
his body was 
recovered about 
500ft downstream.

SHO Surankote Rajveer Singh said 
inquest proceedings have been 
launched into the incident.

Snake Rescued 
From Sopore Colony

TheWildlife department on Friday 
rescued a 3 feet long snake in Sir 
Syed locality of Sopore in North 

Kashmir’s Baramulla district, officials 
said here. An official said that the snake 
was spotted in the area early morning, 
following which locals informed the 
wildlife department.
He said that soon after getting the 
information, a Rapid Response Unit was 
rushed to the spot, which rescued the 
snake—(KNO)

J&K Wins Praise For Healthcare Services During Pandemic
UT Had 100% Functional Community Health Centers, Sub-Centres During Covid-19: NITI Aayog

Zaid Bin Shabir

Srinagar: With Jammu & 
Kashmir Administration’s 
overarching motivation and 
constant focus to prioritize 
effective healthcare, a new re-
port from Government of India 
has observed that J&K had 100 
percent functional Community 
Health Centers(CHC) and sub-
centres in the Covid-19 pan-
demic times.

The report, by the Indian 

Government’s Think Tank Niti 
Aayog, outlines India’s progress 
on the center’s flagship Poshan 
Abhiyan and assesses the im-
plementation of the key inputs 
and services. It found a marked 
spike in the utilization of funds 
between financial year 2017-18 
and 2019-20 in J&K.

As per report, J&K had uti-
lized less than 20 percent of 
funds from 2017-18 to 2018-
19. However, the cumulative 
funds being utilized in J&K for 

Poshan Abhiyaan increased to 
over 40 percent in the finan-
cial year 2019-20.

In terms of Governance 
and institutional mechanism, 

which captures components 
like fund utilization and con-
stitution of committees and 
resource groups to develop 
and follow Convergence 

Action Plan (CAP), J&K was 
among top UTs that scored 
10 points or more, the report 
observed. J&K was also among 
the UTs where all districts 

developed and submitted CAP 
for Financial year 2020-21.

In 2018, the Government 
of India launched its flagship 
programme, the POSHAN 
(Prime Minister’s Overarching 
Scheme for Holistic 
Nourishment) Abhiyaan, to 
draw national attention to and 
take action against malnutri-
tion, in a mission-mode.

POSHAN Abhiyaan is the 
Government of India’s flagship 
programme More on P10

THE REPORT ALSO SAYS THAT J&K 
HAS BEEN RANKED fourth among 
Union Territories in terms of the overall 

implementation of the Poshan Abhiyan at the 
National level in 2020. The maximum score given is 
100 and UT’s score has settled over 70.

Spurt In Beast 
Attacks Prompt 
Public Advisory
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The killings of two 
minors by wild animals in Uri 
area of Baramulla in the last 
six days, prompted the wildlife 
department on Friday to issue 
an advisory asking people in 
North Kashmir to remain cau-
tious while venturing out of 
their houses.

The advisory issued by the 
Wildlife Warden North Division 
Sopore has suggested a wide 
range of safety measures to pre-
vent attack by the beasts in the 
villages and the forest areas.

Urging the people not to 
move alone in the forest areas, 
the advisory says that children 
and women are more vulner-
able to leopard and bear attacks. 
As a remedial measure, the ad-
visory asks people to move in 
groups and accompany children 
by an elderly person to contain 
attacks by beasts.

The advisory also asks people 
to always move on regular for-
est paths and avoid shortcuts.

“Avoid going to forests for 
collection of wood etc. in early 
morning or evening hours, 
which is the peak activity time 
for leopards. Do not chase or try 
to go near a wild animal if sight-
ed from a distance in the forest 
areas,” it reads.

It further suggests villagers that 
livestock taken to pastures inside 
forests and near crop fields must 
be attended by three to four per-
sons and any type of bell or sound 
producing device be put around 
the neck of few cattle.

“Avoid using bush growths 
and forest fringe areas for na-
ture calls in late evening or 
night hours; this time coin-
cides with peak activity of wild 
animals. It is requested to create 
community or home toilet facil-
ities to avoid such dangers,” the 
advisory reads

It also asks people living in the 
vicinity of forests should also 
complete their outside activi-
ties such as social visits, fetch-
ing water from streams, grazing 
cattle, collection of household 
items etc. More on P10

ARTICLE-370 ABROGATION

SC Agrees To List 
Petitions After 
Dussehra Break

Pakistan’s ‘Bloody Game’ In 
Kashmir Almost Over: DGP
‘Stone Pelting Ceases To Exist, Youth Want To Lead A Peaceful Life’

Using Drones To Keep 
An Eye On Criminals, 
Terrorists: Police

Using drones fitted with 
high resolution cameras 
for aerial surveillance to 

keep an eye on criminals and 
terrorists in Kashmir, police 
said here on Friday.
"Aerial surveillance is going 
on in suspected localities of 
Srinagar looking for anti-socials, 
criminals, terrorists, OGWs etc., 
using modern drones with high 
resolution cameras, these may 
not be visible from ground but 
be assured that life, property of 
citizens will be safeguarded," 
Srinagar Police tweeted.
The police also More on P10 

WHETHER IN UNIFORM OR WITHOUT UNIFORM we are one 
family and our mission is one that is bright future for our children, 
safe and secure life for people of all ages.”

Anxiety, Depression Common 
Among Covid Survivors: Study
Agencies

Srinagar: A cross-sectional 
study aimed to assess the 
prevalence of anxiety, depres-
sion, post traumatic stress 
disorder and obsessive com-
pulsive (OC) symptoms among 
COVID-19 survivors in Kashmir 
has confirmed the presence of 
these symptoms among them.

The Department of Psychiatry, 
Government Medical College 
Srinagar, under Dr Shabir 
Ahmad Dar and others, and the 
Institute of Mental Health and 
Neurosciences Kashmir con-
ducted the hospital-based cross-
sectional study among Covid 
survivors in collaboration with 
the Department of Respiratory 
Medicine, Government Medical 
College, Srinagar.

The study revealed that the 
psychological morbidity in a 
pandemic not only affects the 
patients directly but also the 
general population.

“Knowledge of the risk 

factors for COVID-19 mortality 
can affect a person's perception 
of the likelihood of death from 
COVID-19, leading to trauma-
tizing experience and subse-
quent psychiatric symptoms in 
patients with COVID-19. PTSD 
is a stress-related psychologi-
cal illness that occurs immedi-
ately after a trauma, such as a 
severe accident or exposure to 
violence,” it said.

It said that Covid survivors 
who were above 50 years of age 
experienced a greater level of 
PTSD compared to younger ones. 
Similar trends were seen in those 
experiencing OC symptoms.

The study said that 82.4% 
were obsessed with fears of 
contamination and an equal 
percentage (82.4%) had com-
pulsive hand washing. The eti-
ology of OCD is associated with 
the interplay of multiple risk 
factors such as genes, environ-
ment and life stressors.

It added that OCD contami-
nation More on P10

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Coming down heav-
ily on Pakistan for promoting 
“terrorism” into Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Director General 
of Police (DGP) Dilbag Singh 
said on Friday that the ele-
ments responsible for playing 
a “bloody game” in the Union 
Territory have been wiped off 
and those left out will also be 
neutralised sooner.

“I’m happy that those thorns, 
which wounded our society, 
wounded our people have been 
wiped off from here. We’re also 
taking concrete steps to remove 
the ones left out,” Singh said, while 
taking to reporters on the sidelines 
of a sports event here on Friday.

“And I’m sure it won’t take 
much time to wipe out such el-
ements, which are left out. We 
have active support of the people 
in this,” he said, while lauding 
people for their immense support 
and cooperation to the police.

Giving more More on P10

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
on Friday agreed to list after 
Dussehra vacation the pleas 
challenging the Centre's decision 
to abrogate provisions of Article 
370 which had given special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit and 
justices Indira Banerjee and S 
Ravindra Bhat took note of the 
submissions of a counsel that 
the pleas were assured to be 
listed after the summer vaca-
tion but they could not be listed.

"We will certainly list that," 
the CJI said.

On April 25 this year, a 
bench headed by the then CJI 
N V Ramana, since retired, had 
agreed to consider listing after 
the summer vacation the pleas 
challenging the Centre's deci-
sion to abrogate provisions of 
Article 370.

The pleas were then men-
tioned by interveners Radha 
Kumar (academic and author) 
and Kapil Kak (retired officer 
of the Indian Air Force).

The apex court will have 
to re-constitute a five-judge 
bench to hear the pleas af-
ter Dussehra vacation as the 
ex-CJI Ramana and Justice R 
Subhash Reddy, who were 
part of the five judge bench 
which had heard the pleas, 
have retired.

Besides the two former judg-
es, Justices Sanjay Kishan 

Kaul, B R Gavai and Surya Kant 
were part of the bench which, 
on March 2, 2020, had declined 
to refer to a larger seven-judge 
bench the batch of petitions 
challenging the constitutional 
validity of the Centre's deci-
sion to abrogate provisions of 
Article 370 on August 5, 2019.

Several petitions challeng-
ing the Centre's decision to ab-
rogate provisions of Article 370 
and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019, which 
split J-K into two Union Territories 
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh 
were referred to a Constitution 
Bench headed by Justice Ramana 
in 2019 by the then CJI Ranjan 
Gogoi. By abrogating Article 370, 
the Central government had 
revoked the special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

NGO, People's Union of 
Civil Liberties (PUCL), Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court Bar 
Association, and an intervenor 
had sought referring of the mat-
ter to a larger bench on grounds 
that two judgements of the apex 
court -- Prem Nath Kaul versus 
Jammu and Kashmir in 1959 and 
Sampat Prakash versus Jammu 
and Kashmir in 1970 -- which 
dealt with the issue of Article 370 
conflicted each other and there-
fore, the current bench of five 
judges could not hear the issue.

Disagreeing with the peti-
tioners, the bench had said it 
was of the opinion that "there 
is no conflict between the 
judgements".

SEVERAL PETITIONS CHALLENGING THE CENTRE'S 
DECISION TO ABROGATE provisions of Article 370 and the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which split 
J-K into two Union Territories Jammu and Kashmir, and 
Ladakh were referred to a Constitution Bench headed by 
Justice Ramana in 2019 by the then CJI Ranjan Gogoi.

A migrant worker arranges bricks in a row at a brick kiln in Central Kashmir’s Budgam district on Friday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The electricity connection with consumer ID No. 
0209020022872 and installation No. 6/016 registered 
in the name of Hotel Walnut Tree C/o Mohammad Igbal 
Shahdad is to be transferred in favour of Hotel Walnut 
Tree C/o Abdul Basit Shahdad . If anybody having any 
objection in this regard must reach Div Bijbehara, sub-
Division Ashmuqam  within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice , after that no ob-
jection shall be entertained.

pdd

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Education

Sub Office, Budgam
     Attention please

The candidate whose photograph is published in the no-
tice is claiming  to have lost her original marks/ Achieve-
ment card of class 10th issued by the 
Jammu and Kashmir State Board of 
School Education with following par-
ticulars:-
Name: Fozia Bashir
Parentage: Bashir Ahmed Ganaie
Class:10th
Roll on:210552
Year/session:2018-19
Now the candidate has applied for the Duplicate marks 
card. Anybody having any objection may file the same 
before undersigned within seven days from the date of 
publication of the notice.besides the original marks card 
be treated as cancelled.

TLC

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the number plate of my vehicle bearing Regd 
No: JK01M- 8238 . Now I am applying for the duplicate 
of the same if anybody having any objection in this re-
gard he/she may file  his/her objection in the office of 
the RTO Srinagar within a period of seven days from the 
date of publication of this notce. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 
Zameer Ahmad Dar 
S/o Ghulam Rasool Dar 
R/o  Chandanpora Noor Bagh Srinagar inf

ASF ENTERPRISES
Sale And Service Of Computers 

2nd. Floor Munir Manzil Regal Chowk Srinagar (J&K) 
Ph. 0194-2477949, 9419001176, 7006122596, 7006997583 

Sale and Service of Laptops, Desktops, Printers, Photocopiers, 
Faxes, and Refilling of all Types of Cartridges, Toners Registered 
Government order Suppliers.

inf

inf

James Webb Telescope Captures Clear Images Of Ringed Neptune
Press Trust Of India

The James Webb Space Telescope has 
captured its first image of Neptune, 
revealing the clearest view of the distant 
planet's rings in more than 30 years, 
NASA said.
The most striking feature in the image 
is the crisp view of the planet's rings -- 
some of which have not been detected 
since NASA's Voyager 2 became the first 
spacecraft to observe Neptune during its 
flyby in 1989, the US space agency said.
In addition to several bright, narrow 
rings, the Webb image clearly shows 
Neptune's fainter dust bands.
"It has been three decades since we last 
saw these faint, dusty rings, and this is 
the first time we have seen them in the 
infrared," Heidi Hammel, a Neptune sys-
tem expert and interdisciplinary scientist 
for Webb said in a statement.
Neptune is located 30 times farther from 

the Sun than Earth, and orbits in the 
remote, dark region of the outer solar 
system.
The planet is characterised as an ice 
giant due to the chemical make-up of 
its interior. Compared to the gas giants, 
Jupiter and Saturn, Neptune is much 
richer in elements heavier than hydrogen 
and helium.
This is readily apparent in Neptune's sig-
nature blue appearance in Hubble Space 
Telescope images at visible wavelengths, 
caused by small amounts of gaseous 
methane. Webb's Near-Infrared Camera 
(NIRCam) images objects in the near-
infrared range from 0.6 to 5 microns, 
so Neptune does not appear blue to the 
telescope.
The methane gas so strongly absorbs red 
and infrared light that the planet is quite 
dark at these near-infrared wavelengths, 
except where high-altitude clouds are 
present, the researchers said.

Images from other observatories, includ-
ing the Hubble Space Telescope and the 
W.M. Keck Observatory, have recorded 
these rapidly evolving cloud features 
over the years.
A thin line of brightness circling the 
planet's equator could be a visual signa-
ture of global atmospheric circulation 
that powers Neptune's winds and storms, 
according to NASA.
The atmosphere descends and warms 
at the equator, and thus glows at 
infrared wavelengths more than the 
surrounding, cooler gases, it said. A 
previously-known vortex at the south-
ern pole is evident in Webb's view, but 
for the first time Webb has revealed 
a continuous band of high-latitude 
clouds surrounding it.
Webb also captured seven of Neptune's 
14 known moons. A very bright point of 
light seen in Webb's images is Neptune's 
large and unusual moon, Triton.  

'Productivity Paranoia Making 
Hybrid Work Unsustainable'
IANS

Amid the debate on moonlighting 
by tech employees who are work-
ing from home after more than two 
years of the pandemic, a Microsoft 
report has revealed that 85 per cent 
of business leaders say that the shift 
to hybrid work has made it challeng-
ing to have confidence that employ-
ees are being productive.

As some organisations use tech-
nology to track activity rather than 
impact, employees lack context on 
how and why they're being tracked, 
which can undermine trust and lead 
to “productivity theatre”.
“This has led to productivity para-
noia: where leaders fear that lost 
productivity is due to employees not 
working, even though hours worked, 
number of meetings, and other ac-
tivity metrics have increased,” ac-
cording to the Microsoft's 'Work 
Trend Index Pulse' report.

Several leaders and managers are 
missing the old visual cues of what 
it means to be productive because 
they can't “see” who is hard at work.
Indeed, compared to in-person man-
agers, hybrid managers are more 
likely to say they struggle to trust 
their employees to do their best 
work (49 per cent vs. 36 per cent) 
and report that they have less vis-
ibility into the work their employees 
do (54 per cent vs. 38 per cent).
“And as employees feel the pressure 
to 'prove' they're working, digital 
overwhelm is soaring,” the findings 
showed.
Nearly 48 per cent of employees and 
53 per cent of managers report that 
they're already burned out at work.
According to the report, leaders 
need to pivot from worrying about 
whether their people are working 
enough to helping them focus on the 
work that's most important.
Nearly 81 per cent of employees say 
it's important that their managers 
help them prioritise their workload, 
but less than a third (31 per cent) say 
their managers have ever given clear 
guidance during one-on-ones.
“Solving this issue needs to start at 
the top: 74 per cent of people man-
agers say more guidance on priori-
tising their own work would help 
their performance, and 80 per cent 
say they'd personally benefit from 
more clarity from senior leadership 
on impactful priorities,” said the re-
port.
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Traders Refusing 
Kashmiri Apple 
400 Trucks Lying Unloaded At Azadpur Mandi 

Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR-Nearly 400 trucks laden with Kashmiri apple 
are stranded at the Azadpur mandi in Delhi, as traders 
refuse to unload them because of their preference for 
fruit from Himachal Pradesh. 

The situation has sent a wave of concern through fruit 
traders in Kashmir, and the matter has been taken up with the 
Delhi government. 

A delegation of the Fruit Growers Association said that 
different varieties of apple are being exported in this season and 
400 trucks laden with the fruit arrived in the Azadpur mandi in 
Delhi four days ago.

 "Traders in the capital are declining to unload the trucks 
because preference is being given to fruit from Himachal over 
that from Kashmir," it said. 

The trucks are stranded at the mandi, causing deep 
concern among the growers community, it said. The stranding 
of 400 trucks has caused a shortage of vehicles to ferry fruit to 
outside the state, and as a result freight charges have jumped 
through the roof, it said. 

"Only a few days ago, the freight per carton from Shopyan 
to Delhi was Rs 40. This had now been hiked to Rs 50," it said. 
Sources said that the union minister for water resources, Prof 
Saifuddin Soz, has conveyed his concern by raising the issue 
with the horticulture department in Delhi after the matter was 
brought to his notice by fruit traders.

  (Kashmir Observer, September 24, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :57

ZUHR 12:24

ASR 4:44

Magrib 6:31
ISHA 7: 51

•	 1493 -  Christopher Columbus embarks on his 2nd 
expedition to the New World, setting sail with a 
fleet of 17 ships

•	 1529  - Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and his 
Ottoman troops arrive in Vienna, beginning of the 
siege

•	 1688  - France declares war on Germany
•	 1706  - Treaty of Altranstädt: Charles XII of Swe-

den & August II of Saksen
•	 1789 -  President George Washington nominates 

John Jay for 1st Chief Justice
•	 1789 -  US Attorney General Office is created
•	 1829 -  Russia & Ottoman Empire sign Peace Trea-

ty of Adrianople
•	 1838  - Anti-Corn-Law League forms to repeal 

English Corn Law
•	 1841  - British adventurer James Brooke obtains 

lands around the Sarawak river from the Sultan 
of Brunei

•	 1850  - Papal Bull issued, establishes Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in England

•	 1853  -  France annexes New Caledonia
•	 1877  - Battle of Shiroyama, decisive victory of the 

Imperial Japanese Army over the Satsuma Rebel-
lion

•	 1943 -  Soviet forces reconquer Smolensk
•	 1965 - Saudi Arabian & Egyptian accord over Ye-

men
•	 1970 -  Soviet space probe Luna 16 lands on earth 

after 1st unmanned round trip to moon
•	 1971 - 90 Russian diplomats expelled from Britain 

for spying
•	 1975  - OPEC announces a 15% increase in govern-

ment per barrel revenues
•	 1978  - USSR performs underground nuclear test
•	 1979 -  CompuServe began operation as 1st com-

puter information service
•	 1980  - Iraqi troops cross Iran's border, encircling 

Abadan
•	 1981 -  US performs nuclear test at Nevada Test Site
•	 1982 -  US, Italian & French peacekeeping troops 

begin arriving in Lebanon

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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LG Asks Revenue
department,” Sinha directed the 

officials.
The LG, according to the spokesper-

son, instructed the senior officials of 
the revenue department to work out 
viable solutions to address issues and 
challenges. Sinha, he said, also empha-
sized on streamlining of online-Reve-
nue Services to make the system more 
transparent & accountable to the com-
mon people.

“He further advised for mapping of 
forest land, besides creating a dedicat-
ed IT cell in the Revenue department,” 
he said.

While reviewing the progress made 
under Land Records Information 
System, the spokesperson said that 
the chair was informed that a total of 
8,21,40,595 of scanned documents, 
including Jamabandis, Mutations and 
Girdawaris have been uploaded till 
date.

He further said that Shaleen Kabra, 
Financial Commissioner, Revenue 
gave a detailed briefing on the steps 
taken to achieve the core objectives 
of Revenue Department and the prog-
ress registered under Digital India 
Land Record Modernization Program; 
Digitization of Maps and its updation/
Survey through latest Geo-reference 
technology; Ground Truthing through 
Mobile App; Online-Revenue Services 
and End to End Integrated Workflow.

“It was informed that the Revenue 
department is using a grievance re-
dressal portal for timely disposal of 
grievances & complaints online,” the 
spokesperson added.

‘Giving Special
agriculture based economy in 

Jammu and Kashmir.
Sinha made these remarks while 

inaugurating a farmers awareness 
conference on the use of ‘Nano Urea’ 
organized by Indian Farmers Fertilizer 
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) here at SKICC, 
an official spokesperson said Friday.

The LG, he said, highlighted the 
farmer’s efforts in fulfilling the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
reduce the use of chemical fertilizers 
and transition to sustainable alterna-
tives to protect soil health, plants and 
environment.

Sinha, he said, congratulated the en-
tire team of IFFCO for developing the 
world’s first Liquid Nano Urea.

“Sustainable farming is the only way 
forward to ensure food security and 
growth. Farmers are ultimate entre-
preneurs and our effort is to provide 
them with better infrastructure, easy 
access to credit, access to modern ma-
chinery and benefits of agriculture ex-
tension services,” the LG said.

“Under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, India has 
become the fifth largest economy in 
the world overtaking England. It has 
also sent a strong message that a sus-
tainable and innovative agricultural 
system is significant for the holistic 
growth of any region or nation,” he 
added.

The spokesperson said that the LG 

highlighted the reforms introduced 
in the agriculture sector in J&K and 
said that being an agriculture based 
economy and having more than 70% of 
the population dependent on agricul-
ture, special impetus has been given 
to make J&K’s agriculture system sus-
tainable and profitable.

“Introduction of progressive land re-
forms and efforts towards diversifica-
tion, allied activities and high density 
plantation have enabled farmers with 
small land holdings to earn more,” the 
LG said.

“Integrated approach of farming 
has already been initiated and the 
government is promoting agro-based 
employment generating activities. 
Revival of traditional crops with mar-
ket linkage support, GI tagging of lo-
cal produce, high density plantation 
and allied activities have successfully 
brought prosperity for the farmers,” he 
added.

The LG, according to the spokesper-
son, highlighted that various strate-
gies are being adopted for promotion 
of allied enterprises such as dairy 
farming, apiculture, sericulture and 
food processing in augmenting farm-
ers income to reduce losses and open 
greater opportunities for employment 
and entrepreneurship.

Sinha, he said, underlined the need 
to make necessary interventions to 
ensure food security for the growing 
population and called on stakeholders 
to work on mission mode for effective 
implementation of the Millet mission, 
Exotic Vegetables Farming, promoting 
micro-irrigation and reducing crop 
waste.

According to the spokesperson, 
Dileep Sanghani, Chairman, IFFCO, 
speaking on the occasion said that 
IFFCO is continuously engaged in find-
ing solutions to problems confronting 
the agriculture and allied sector.

“He informed that trials of the 
World’s first Nano Urea were con-
ducted at more than 11000 places in 
every nook and corner of the country 
on around 94 crops,” he added.

The spokesperson further said that 
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, in 
his address said that J&K’s Agriculture 
Sector will emerge as a role model not 
only for the country but the whole 
world.

“A new J&K is recording unprec-
edented growth and development in 
every sector and is figuring as a top 
performer in several categories,” he 
added.

How Self-Belief
a shy face. “And hurdles can some-

times come as a financial problem but 
mostly, a mental fatigue.”

Perhaps, that’s why, Mehraj has be-
come an inspiration—not because of 
his father’s barbecue pushcart, but be-
cause of his grit and grind for success.

“My family has always been very 
supportive of my education,” Mehraj 
says while rising up to reciprocate an-
other hug from a relative. “My father 
has a very nominal earnings and that’s 
why he wanted me to focus more on 
my studies and earn a better life for 

myself and obviously for my family. 
Except during my Class 11th, I’ve never 
attended any coaching center.”

Two years back, when the pan-
demic paralysed the normal education 
system of the valley, Mehraj used his 
proactive prowess to prepare for the 
NEET.

“With over two years of study pe-
riod and several different subjects 
to read, the NEET tests the nerves of 
young aspirants,” he said.“It’s a labo-
rious effort. You can’t find a shortcut 
and expect to win.”

During Covid curbs, he stumbled 
upon some YouTube videos to clear 
his concepts. This rigorous indoor 
preparation would eventually give this 
self-coached student an edge over the 
masses appearing for the competitive 
exam every year.

“It was very clear to me that if 
YouTube can clear my doubts in higher 
secondary level, then there’s absolute-
ly no need to attend a coaching center 
for NEET preparation,” said Mehraj, 
the centre of attraction in his happy 
home.

His percentage in higher secondary 
level, a prerequisite for pursuing the 
national exams, was more than eighty 
percent propelling his preparation for 
the much-fanfare exam. He eventually 
qualified the NEET-22 with 591 out of 
720 marks.

“It’s not necessary to enroll your-
self in a coaching center,” Mehraj 
reiterated.

“It all depends upon your dedica-
tion. Self-study can easily help you to 
excel in these competitive exams. And 
it may sound childish but a day’s break 
can also be enjoyed given that you’ve 
already set your target and maintained 
your continuity. The common myths 
around these exams have to end.”

8 More JKAS
have been inducted into IAS and an-

other eight such vacancies will be filled 
up shortly giving opportunities to the 
JKAS officers to become part of presti-
gious IAS service after a long gap of 12 
years,” Singh said.

The minister said mid-career train-
ing of JKAS officers of various seniority 
was carried out in collaboration with 
LBSNAA and it provided a new level of 
exposure to the JKAS officers and more 
than 200 offices.

Singh said central government em-
ployees working in the Kashmir Valley 
in attached and subordinate offices 
or PSUs falling under control of the 
Centre have been extended special 
concessions for a period of three years 
from August 1, 2021.

The incentives include an addition-
al house rent allowance, composite 
transfer grant, per diem allowance, in-
centive for period of temporary duty, 
messing allowance, facility to draw 
pension at the place of settlement in 
relaxation of relevant provisions, he 
said.

The minister said retention of gen-
eral pool accommodation available 
to officers who have served in the 
central government has also been ex-
tended to officers posted in Jammu 

and Kashmir on the pattern of the 
northeast states.

Singh said in view of home LTC, 
it can be availed to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh for which 
guidelines have been notified by the 
DOPT.

It will enhance tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh and also pro-
vide an opportunity to all central gov-
ernment employees to visit the two 
UTs, he said.

The minister said the Department 
of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG) has helped the 
UT administration to switch over to 
online functioning, as a result of which 
the UT exchequer would save over Rs 
200 crore incurred in transport of re-
cords etc dur-
ing ‘Durbar 
move’ -- shift-
ing of capitals 
from Srinagar 
to Jammu dur-
ing winters and 
vice versa.

“The govern-
ment headed by 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
gives high pri-
ority to Jammu 
and Kashmir 
and there is no 
dearth of sup-
port forthcom-
ing, as far as 
the Centre is 
concerned,” he 
said.

Govt 
Transfers

M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r , 
Kashmir Power 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Limited , 
against an avail-
able vacancy.

Ms. Ayushi 
Sudan (IAS), 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojna, 
has been trans-
ferred and post-
ed as Mission 
D i r e c t o r , 
National Health 
Mission, J&K.

“She shall 
continue to 
hold the ad-
ditional charge 
of the post of 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojno, 
till further or-
ders,” the order 

reads.
Minga Sherpa (IAS), Additional 

Deputy Commissioner, Jammu 
has been transferred and posted 
as Managing Director, Jammu and 
Kashmir Tourism Development 
Corporation (IKTDC), against an avail-
able vacancy.

Faz Lul Haseeb (IAS), Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar hold-
ing additional charge of the post 
of Chief Executive Officer, Urban 
Development Agency, Kashmir has 
been transferred and posted as 
Director, Tourism Kashmir.

Harvinder Singh (IAS), Sub 
Divisional Magistrate, Uri, holding 
additional charge of Sub Registrar, 
Uri, has been transferred and posted 

as Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi ltoo (JKAS), 
Director Tourism, Kashmir has been 
transferred and posted as Special 
Secretary to the Government, Jal 
Shakti Department.

Govt To Engage
at achieving 100% smart pre-paid 

consumer metering and 100% system 
metering with communicating features 
aimed at reducing AT&C losses besides 
improving operational efficiencies and 
financial sustainability of DISCOMs.

LG’s Advisor and Principal Secretary 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar and Nitishwar 
Kumar besides Chief Secretary Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta attended the meeting.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

DD Kashir Runs Into 
Rough Weather
Observer News Service

N
EW DELHI- The much-hyped Kashir channel of the 
Doordarshan has run into rough weather. The union 
ministry of home affairs (MHA) is understood to have 
declined to foot the bill for running the channel. Even 

as the channel has allegedly become a money spinner for some 
Mandi House officials and a handpicked coterie of Kashmiri 
migrants.

According to reliable sources, the MHA had 'promised' to 
provide the financial support required to run the channel which 
was launched, for the third time in June this year, with a big 
fanfare. Two plane loads brought several Bollywood celebrities 
besides the union minister of information and broadcasting, 
Arun Jaitley, with hundreds of ministry officials in tow to 
grace' the occasion The gala function held at the city's Grand 
Palace hotel is believed to have cost the exchequer a fabulous Rs 
two to three crore. 

Sources said no new Kashmiri programmes were likely to 
be produced for the channel. Proposals submitted by Kashmir 
producers, mostly Kashmiri pandits, were being returned due 
to non-availability of funds. Sources said 148 proposals, were 
approved by the Mandi House last month. However, some 'stale' 
programmes provided gratis by Star, Zee TV Sahara and some 
other private channels may be telecast from the Kashir channel.

 (Kashmir Observer, September 09, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :47

ZUHR 12:31

ASR 4:58

Magrib 6:53
ISHA 8: 15

•	 1000 - Battle of Svolder, Baltic Sea. King Olaf on board 
the Long Serpent defeated in one of the greatest naval 
battles of the Viking Age.

•	 1493 - Battle of Krbava field, a decisive defeat of Croats 
in Croatian struggle against the Ottoman Empire inva-
sion.

•	 1513 - Battle of Flodden Fields; English defeat James IV 
of Scotland

•	 1591 - Battle at Flores Azores: Spanish beat English
•	 1753 - 1st steam engine arrives in US colonies
•	 1830 - Charles Durant, 1st US aeronaut, flies a balloon 

from Castle Garden, NYC to Perth Amboy, NJ
•	 1881 - Egyptian military coup under colonel Arab “El 

Wahid”
•	 1908 - Russia takes part of Poland boxing title
•	 1911 - 1st European airpost (Hendon to Windsor, Eng-

land)
•	 1912 - J Verdrines becomes 1st to fly over 100 mph (107 

mph/172 kph)
•	 1913 - Association for Study of Negro Life & History or-

ganizes in Chicago
•	 1914 - 12] Belgian offensive from Antwerp
•	 1914 - Boston Brave George Davis no-hits Philadelphia 

Phillies, 7-0
•	 1914 - First fully mechanized unit in the British Army cre-

ated - the Canadian Automobile Machine Gun Brigade 
(WWI)

•	 1914 - Meeting held at Gaelic League headquarters 
between Irish Republican Brotherhood and other ex-
treme republicans; initial decision made to stage an 
uprising while Britain is at war

•	 1915 - Association for study of Negro Life & History 
forms by Carter G Woodson

•	 1918 - Dutch government of Ruijs de Beerenbrouck forms
•	  1919 - Boston’s police force forms strike
•	 1921 - Guatamala, Honduras, and San Salvador agree 

to Central American Union
•	  1922 - St Louis Brown “Baby Doll” Jacobson hits 3 tri-

ples beating Tigers 16-0
•	  1922 - Turkish troops conquer Smyrna/murder Greek 

citizens
•	  1942- 1st bombing on continental US soil at Mount Em-

ily, Oregon during WWII by Japanese planes
•	  1943 - US, British & French troops land in Salerno (op-

eration Avalanche)

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

12 Safar

1444

All that part and parcel of property consisting of Bandsaw mill , Fixed assets, Plant and 
machinery, etc.                   
                                                    
Date: 07/09/2022    (Mr. Shadaab Mehboob )
Ref No:- JKB/IAPMD/ZOB-2022-23/      Authorized Officer      
              The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd     

POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas the Authorized Officer of The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. under the Securitiza-
tion and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 
2002 (the Act) in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Authorized Officer under 
section 13 (2) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Securities Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 
2002 (the Rules) issued a Demand Notice dated 03-08-2022 calling upon  (i) M/S Royal 
Saw Mills Prop: Mohammad Suhail Sofi (Borrower) (Mortgagor Lease hold rights) (ii) Mr. 
Mohd Haris Sofi S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Sofi R/o Handwara at present Barzulla Bagat 
Srinagar   (iii) Mr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Sofi  S/o Gh Ahmad Sofi R/o Main Chowk Handwara 
(iv) Mr. Manzoor Ahmad Malla  S/o Late Mohd Sultan Malla  R/o Batgund Handwara 
(Guarantors), to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 2474382.50 
(Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and 
Fifty Paisa Only ) together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. 
with monthly rests besides other costs & expenses , within 60 days from the date of the 
said notice.

The above named Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors having failed to repay the amount in 
full within prescribed time, notice is hereby given to the said Borrower, Mortgagor & 
Guarantor in particular and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession 
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under 
Section 13 (4) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Rules on this 05th day of September 2022. 

The said Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors in particular and the public in general are 
hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property/assets and any dealings with the said 
property/assets will be subject to the charge of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. B/U 
Handwara Main for an amount of Rs. 2474382.50 (Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac 
seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and Fifty Paisa Only)  as on 
28-03-2022 together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. with 
monthly rests along with costs, charges and expenses till payment is made in the loan 
account. 

Attention of Borrowers, Guarantors and Mortgagors is invited to provisions of Section 13(8) 
of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

This Notice is issued without prejudice to any of the rights of the Bank under the Act or 
under any other law in force.

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Baramulla, Amargarh, Sopore
Phone:01954-221082/221096                               

E:amid.zobara@jkbmail.com

DIPK-NB-3734/22

LG Flags Off Fleet Of Boats From Zero Bridge To 
Commemorate Urs Of Syed Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA)
The occasion also marks the revival of water transport from Srinagar to Ganderbal

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Thursday 
flagged off a fleet of boats and 
shikaras carrying devotees 
and artists from Zero Bridge 
to Ganderbal to commemorate 
the Urs of Sufi saint Syed Qa-
mar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA).

The Lt Governor expressed 
hope that the occasion would 
further strengthen the bonds of 
goodwill and brotherhood. Let 
us remind ourselves of the uni-
ty of mankind and resolve to 
strive for harmony and peace, 
he added.

Prominent citizens from all 

walks of life gathered at Zero 
Bridge to witness the occasion, 
which also marks the revival of 
water transport from Srinagar 

to Ganderbal.
Pertinently, the Urs of Syed 

Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA) is 
being observed after three de-

cades.
Junaid Azim Mattu May-

or SMC, Nuzhat Ishfaq DDC 
Chairperson, Ganderbal, Dr 

Darakhshan Andrabi Chair-
person J&K Waqf Board, Dr 
Hina Shafi Bhat Vice Chairper-
son, J&K KVIB; former legisla-
tor, Sh Ishfaq Jabbar; religious 
leaders and people in large 
numbers were present on the 
occasion.

Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary, Sh Pandurang 
K Pole, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir,  Mohd Aijaz, 
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Ghulam Nabi Itoo, Di-
rector Tourism, Kashmir; Ms 
Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K 
Sports Council and senior offi-
cials of the UT Administration 
were also present.

LCMA Conducts Demolition 
Drive In City Areas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: LCMA carried out a 
demolition drive on Thursday 
in the area of Rakh-i-
Arth Housing Colony 
Bemina.

On the occasion, 
several encroach-
ments and a shed 
were demolished 
from plots illegally 
encroached upon by 
the locals.

The Enforcement 
Wing of LCMA under 
the supervision of Enforce-
ment Officers also undertook 
a demolition drive in the 
areas of Saderbal , Kanitar,  
Saida Kadal and Nigeen 

illegal encroachments were 
demolished.

Moreover, illegally earth 
filling dumped in the areas of 

Saida Kadal / Nigeen  Lashkari 
Mohalla, Handum Mohalla NFR 
were also removed on spot.

Further, legal action 
against the violators was also 
initiated

Locals Demand ATM 
At Habba-Kadal
Agencies

Srinagar: Locals of Habba 
Kadal in old city Srinagar 
have appealed to the Jammu 
Kashmir Bank authorities to 
install an Automatic Teller 
Machine (ATM) in the area to 
ease their hardships.

A delegation of locals and 
traders said that in absence of 
an ATM facility at the main 
market, they face immense in-
convenience.

“Most of the custom-

ers prefer to carry ATM and 
Credit cards for transactions. 
However, they face inconve-
nience due to lack of ATM 
facility mainly at the Habba 
Kadal Chowk”, they added.

Locals said that they had 
several times raised the is-
sue with the bank officials but 
nothing has so far been done 
in this regard. They requested 
higher ups to look into the 
matter so that they can heave 
a sigh of relief.(CNS

KU Welcomes Freshers, VC Says 
Students Are University's Lifeline
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a first major initia-
tive conceived to introduce the 
Kashmir University adminis-
tration and all its units offer-
ing student-centric services to 
the freshers, the University of 
Kashmir on Thursday organ-
ised a mega welcome meet-cum-
orientation programme.

Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Nilofer Khan, the architect of 
the event organised by the De-
partment of Students Welfare 
(DSW), inaugurated the pro-
gramme at the jam-packed Con-
vocation Complex that hosted 
over 2000 students, besides 
administrators, deans, heads, 
directors and coordinators of 
various departments and satel-
lite campuses. 

In her welcome address, 
Prof Nilofer said the student 
community is the University's 
lifeline and we consider them 
as our most-valuable asset.

"We welcome you whole-
heartedly to the University fam-
ily," she told the students, who 
responded with huge rounds of 
applause. 

Reiterating that her doors 
are always open for the stu-
dents, Prof Nilofer said this 
fresher meet has been con-
ceived to introduce our academ-
ic administrators and officers 
who are at the helm to serve 
students with dedication and 
commitment. 

"There may be some dif-
ficulties during your two-year 

journey in the campus, but that 
offers us a chance to introspect 
and improve further by work-
ing hand-in-hand," she said.

The Vice-Chancellor, how-
ever, advised the students to 
uphold the prestige and dignity 
of the institution by adhering 
to discipline alongside showing 
total commitment to studies.

"We want you to become 
ambassadors of our presti-
gious institution which has 
risen, with dedication of each 
faculty member and staff, to 
figure among the country's top 
100 universities which has also 
been accredited by NAAC as an 
A+ institution," the Vice-Chan-
cellor said, urging the students 
to become active partners in 
further raising the University's 
academic standards.

"Sometimes we develop and 
carry certain wrong notions 
about the institution based on 
misinformation or false percep-

tions. But I assure you that we 
are here to do the best for your 
welfare. We are open to con-
structive criticism but we want 
our students to broaden their 
vision and become accommoda-
tive to understanding our limi-
tations that we sometimes face," 
Prof Nilofer said, extending her 
best wishes to the students. 

Dean Academic Affairs Prof 
Farooq A Masoodi said our stu-
dents are the institution's "mir-
ror reflection" when they leave 
the campus. 

"While we offer to provide 
best services, we expect our 
dear students to be sensitive 
to their duties towards institu-
tion-building," he said.

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir 
highlighted the University's 
relentless efforts to provide 
best education, facilities and 
services to the students, and to 
develop student-friendly infra-
structure.

LEAD 
Launches India’s 
First Student 
Confidence Index
Agenceis

Anantnag: School Edtech com-
pany LEAD announced the 
launch of India’s first Student 
Confidence Index, a study that 
assesses the confidence levels 
of school-going students across 
regions, cities, demographics 
and various other parameters.

Developed in collaboration 
with Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, LEAD’s Index reveals 
several powerful insights into 
Student Confidence. While India 
stands at a Confidence level of 
75 on a scale of 100, 36% of stu-
dents have indicated top-bracket 
Confidence levels (81-100).

LEAD’s Student Confidence 
Index assesses the five 21st cen-
tury Confidence-building attri-
butes that are critical for students 
to succeed in life: Conceptual 
Understanding, Critical Thinking, 
Communication, Collaboration 
and Exposure to opportunities 
and platforms.

 Commenting on the Index, 
LEAD Co-founder and CEO 
Sumeet Mehta said, “Our stu-
dents need to have self-confi-
dence. But there was no way of 
knowing the confidence level of 
students of our country. LEAD’s 
Student Confidence Index de-
veloped in partnership with 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
(LMRF, SMLS), fills this gap.”

 “We are delighted to part-
ner with LEAD in developing 
India’s first Student Confidence 
Index. The tool for building this 
Confidence Index followed a 
rigorous research process by 
the LMRF team at TISS,” added 
Dr. Rahul S, Assistant Professor, 
LMRF, SMLS, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences.

Income Tax Dept Conducts Raids, Surveys 
On Unrecognised Political Parties,NGOs
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Income Tax 
department on Wednesday 
conducted raids and surveys in 
various states in separate cases 
related to alleged tax evasion, 
violation of FCRA violation and 
illicit funding of registered un-
recognised political parties, of-
ficial sources said.

The coordinated operations 
were carried out at over 110 lo-
cations in Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana 
and some other states against 
certain registered unrecognised 
political parties and their al-
leged dubious financial trans-
actions, they said.

Some other instances of po-
litical funding through alleged 
illegal means are also being in-
vestigated as part of the action, 
they said.

The surprise action is under-
stood to have been taken by the 
department on a recent rec-
ommendation of the Election 
Commission (EC) as part of which 
at least 198 entities were struck 
off from its list of registered un-
recognised political parties after 
they were found non-existent 
during physical verification.

The poll panel had announced 
that it was taking action against 
more than 2,100 entities, cat-
egorised as registered unrecog-
nised political parties by it, for 
flouting rules and election laws, 
including those related to filing 
of monetary contributions, fail-
ing to update their address and 
names of office bearers.

It had said some of these par-
ties were indulging in “serious” 

financial impropriety.
While the searches were 

on, another operation was 
unleashed at the premises of 
NGOs including Delhi-based 
think-tank Centre for Policy 
Research (CPR) and global NGO 
Oxfam India apart from a media 
foundation as part of a probe 
related to alleged FCRA con-
travention in funds received by 
them, the sources said.

The taxman undertook the 
surprise action against three 
more organisations in the non-
governmental organisation 
(NGO) and charitable organisa-
tion domain, they said.

Sources said the department 
is looking at the balance sheets 
of these organisations vis-a-vis 
the receipt of funds via the FCRA.

According to law, all NGOs 
receiving foreign funds have to 
be registered under the FCRA. 
The government has cancelled 
FCRA registration of nearly 
1,900 NGOs for violating vari-
ous provisions of law in the last 
five years. There were 22,762 
FCRA-registered organisations 
till December-end 2021.

In Congress-ruled Rajasthan, 
the sleuths conducted searches at 
the premises of Rajasthan Minister 
of State for Home Rajendra Yadav 
and his family members.

Income tax department 
sources said the searches are 
being conducted as part of a tax 
evasion investigation.

“The Income Tax depart-
ment is conducting raids at busi-
ness premises and residences in 
Kotputli and Uttarakhand. Reasons 
are not known,” Yadav said.

The Congress MLA from 
Kotputli constituency and his 

family members are in the busi-
ness of manufacturing bags for 
fertilisers, grains, and cement. 
They are also in food business 
such as flour and pulses.

“Raids are being conducted at 
five-six places. We do not mind 
(officers) doing the search be-
cause we do clean businesses. 
If the central government feels 
that something is wrong, then 
let them do it. I know this much 
that we are with the truth,” 
Yadav told reporters at his civil 
lines residence here.

He said he was not told any-
thing about the raids.

“When we asked them (of-
ficers), they said that the search 
has to be done, the (central) gov-
ernment has sent them,” he said.

Yadav said his family has 
been in the business for 72-74 
years. He said they run a clean 
business, having no role in any 
political funding.

“It is our ancestral business,” 
he said. “My father was in the 
business from 1950-52, I have 
been doing it before I entered 
into politics and both of my 
sons are also engaged in the 
business. We are into the pro-
duction line and supply mate-
rials to companies. This should 
not be associated with things 
like political funding.”

Another Congress-ruled 
state Chhattisgarh also came 
on the radar of tax sleuths with 
searches at multiple locations 
linked to some businessmen, 
they said.

The nature of the action being 
carried out by the I-T depart-
ment is not yet clear, they said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel told reporters at 

the Raipur airport that he 
had already predicted raids 
by the Income Tax and the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

“I had said (that raids will 
happen) now ED will also fol-
low them,” Baghel said when 
asked about the action by the IT 
department.

Last week, Baghel had said 
his “well-wishers” informed 
him that Chhattisgarh will soon 
see raids by the ED and IT be-
cause MLAs of the ruling UPA 
coalition from neighbouring 
Jharkhand were staying at a re-
sort near Raipur.

The legislators of the JMM-
Congress-RJD coalition had 
stayed in the resort for six days 
before they were flown back to 
Ranchi on Sunday.

Commenting on the raids, 
Chhattisgarh Congress com-
munication wing’s chief Sushil 
Anand Shukla alleged the Modi 
government has been misusing 
the Central probe agencies.

“There are reports that raids 
are being carried out by I-T at 
the premises of some business-
men. The way the Modi gov-
ernment is misusing Central 
investigation agencies, a slogan 
‘kednra sarkar ke teen jamai 
(sons-in-law), ED, IT, and CBI’ 
has become common among 
people,” he said.

Shukla alleged the Modi gov-
ernment has misused the Central 
agencies against its political op-
ponents so much in the last eight 
years that even when I-T con-
ducts raids as part of the routine 
investigation it is also seen as a 
politically motivated exercise.

Some other searches were 
also understood to have been 

undertaken by the department 
on Wednesday.

Statement of Independent 
And Public-Spirited Media 
Foundation

This statement is being issued 
in response to media interest.

A team of income tax of-
ficials came for a “survey” to 
the Bengaluru office of the 
Foundation on Wednesday, 
September 7. They stayed till 
4.30 this morning, going through 
the papers and records of the 
Foundation and asking questions.

The Foundation’s staff were 
cooperative and answered all 
questions put to them on a 
wide range of matters. The of-
ficials took statements from 
three senior staff members. 
All laptops and mobile phones 
were taken for cloning data in 
them and returned last night.

All staff other than the CEO, 
Sunil Rajshekhar, were allowed 
to go home at various stages in 
the evening/night of September 
7, and asked to return the follow-
ing morning for further question-
ing. The CEO slept in the office for 
a few hours on the intervening 
night of September 7-8.

The Board of Trustees com-
pliments the staff on their good 
cheer and fortitude through the 
extended proceedings.

The IT officials were courte-
ous during their survey work.

The Foundation believes that 
its affairs are entirely in order. 
Some media reporting on the IT 
survey has linked it to foreign 
funding and the funding of po-
litical parties. We wish to make 
it clear that the Foundation has 
received no foreign funds at 
any stage, and has funded only 

media entities.
The Foundation believes in 

its mission of supporting in-
dependent and public-spirited 
media, and intends to continue 
its work.

Congress slams Centre over 
‘raids’ against CPR, Oxfam India, 
IPSMF

The Congress slammed the 
Centre over “raids” against 
some Delhi-based think-tanks 
alleging that it is a deliberate 
move to exterminate all inde-
pendent media and voices.

Congress general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh said it’s abso-
lutely atrocious that research & 
advocacy organisations, and in-
dependent charitable trusts like 
CPR, Oxfam, and IPSMF have 
been raided “at the behest of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit Shah.”

“It’s a deliberate move to ex-
terminate all independent me-
dia and voices!” Ramesh said in 
a video statement from here.

Another example of weap-
onisation of agencies to harass 
critical voices: Amnesty on I-T 
searches

A day after the Income Tax 
department conducted search-
es at premises of some NGOs, 
Amnesty International on 
Thursday said this is yet anoth-
er “blatant” example of how in-
vestigative agencies have been 
“weaponised” to harass and 
intimidate independent critical 
voices.

Indian authorities must im-
mediately stop these “tactics of 
repression” and ensure that civ-
il society organisations are able 
to operate without the fear of 
reprisal in the country, it said.

Media & Publishing 
Conference To Be Held At KU

In an unprecedented move, hoardings greeting people on the birth anniversary of 
last Dogra Maharaja, Hari Singh, appeared in Srinagar on Friday. KO Photo

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As an outreach and ca-
pacity-building initiative in the 
region, Publications Division 
(DPD), Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting, Government of 
India is organising a Media & 
Publishing Conference in Sri-
nagar in association with the 
Public Relations Centre, Uni-
versity of Kashmir on Septem-
ber 26, 2022. Prof Nilofer Khan, 
Vice Chancellor, University of 
Kashmir will be the Chief Guest. 
Eminent speakers expected to 
address the event include ad-
ministrators, linguists, acade-
micians, and domain experts.

The Conference will be held 
at Gandhi Bhawan and will start 
at 10 AM.

This will include a session 
on the development roadmap 
of the region dwelling upon the 
growth story in various sectors 
and domains, Outreach Initia-
tives by the Ministry of I&B, 
and Media Landscape for Youth: 
Opportunities & Challenges; a 
panel discussion on Linguistics 
and Publishing Scenario in the 
region with a focus on the heri-
tage and richness of the languag-

es in the region, noted literary 
work done, publishing scenario, 
challenges, and opportunities 
ahead; and, a talk on the Craft of 
Writing of English language and 
academic publications.

Also, on the sidelines of the 
event, in association with CBC, 
J&K, and Public Relations Cen-
tre, University of Kashmir, a 
Book Exhibition of selected 
works of the Publications Divi-
sion will be organized where 
books in various languages will 
be on sale at highly-discounted 
rates at Gandhi Bhawan on 25-26 
September.

About Publications Division
Publications Division is a 

repository of books and journals 
of the Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting highlighting sub-
jects of national importance and 
India’s rich cultural heritage. 
Established in 1941, Publica-
tions Division has emerged as a 
premier publishing house of the 
Government of India, enriching 
the national knowledge reposi-
tory in distinctive streams by 
showcasing India’s heritage 
with quality publications in 
various languages on land and 
people, history of the freedom 

movement, art and culture, flora 
and fauna, Gandhian literature, 
Spirituality and Mysticism, bi-
ographies of the builders of mod-
ern India, speeches of Presidents 
and Prime Ministers, books on 
contemporary science, econo-
my, history and other subjects 
with an underlying focus on In-
dian society and readership; and 
Children’s Literature.

Besides books, the Publica-
tions Division also publishes 18 
monthly journals, which include 
Yojana, Kurukshetra (English 
and Hindi), Bal Bharti (Hindi) 
and Aajkal (Hindi and Urdu), 
and an employment weekly Ro-
zgar Samachar (Hindi, Urdu)/
Employment News (English). 
These journals have a large read-
ership and enjoy a high degree 
of credibility among the public. 
These journals reflect the ini-
tiatives of the Government and 
the country’s progress in differ-
ent areas covering a wide range 
of subjects such as economic 
development, rural reconstruc-
tion, community development, 
literature, culture, children’s 
literature, and information on 
employment and career oppor-
tunities.

CIC Operators Demand 
Regularization, Seek 
LG’s Intervention
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: The Community In-
formation Centre (CIC) Opera-
tors working in Rural Devel-
opment Department (RDD) of 
J&K UT have appealed to the 
J&K Lieutenant Governor ad-
ministration to get their ser-
vices regularized.

CIC Operators working 
in the Rural Development De-
partment Friday made an ap-
peal to LG Manoj Sinha to ful-
fil their long-pending demand 
of regularization.

Addressing a press confer-
ence CIC Operators Associa-
tion President Noorul Naeem 
Siddiqi said that hundreds of 
CIC operators working in Ru-
ral Development Department 
(RDD) and Panchayati Raj De-
partment have been pressing 
for the demand of regulariza-
tion for the last so many years.

“ CIC operators were 
appointed on merit basis 
through proper recruitment 
procedure by District Level 
Committees headed by Deputy 
Commissioner’s constituted 

by the Government in the 
year 2004” Naeem said.

“We are handling all the 
online work on the web por-
tals of Rural Development & 
Panchayati Raj Department 
viz. e-GramSwaraj, Swachh 
Bharat Mission and all other 
e-Governance related applica-
tions for the past two decades, 
we have been working on 
meagre salaries” he added.

Mir Mushtaq who works 
as a CIC operator said after 
rendering our services for al-
most two decades, we are still 
not being regularized.

“We have surpassed the 
age of appointment and we 
can’t apply elsewhere for 
jobs”.

The CIC operators ap-
pealed to the Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha to 
intervene and regularize the 
services of CIC Operators 
working in the Rural Develop-
ment Department.

They expressed hope, the 
Lieutenant Governor-led ad-
ministration will regularize 
their services and increase 
monthly remuneration.

NIT Celebrates International 
Day Of Sign Languages
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT) Sri-
nagar on Friday celebrated 
international day of sign lan-
guages at campus and both 
faculty members, students 
highlighted the importance of 
sign communication.

The event was organized 
collaboratively by Arts and Cul-
ture Club and Rajbhasha Cell. 
The program was moderated 
and hosted by Dr. Nasir F Butt.

The event was presided over 
by the Registrar NIT Srinagar, 
Prof. Syed Kaiser Bukhari, who 
was Chief Guest on the occasion. 
Head, Metallurgical and Materi-
als Engineering Dr. Yashwant 
Mehta was a special guest for 

the program.
In his message, Direc-

tor NIT Srinagar, Prof. (Dr.) 
Rakesh Sehgal said the objec-
tive of celebrating this day is 
to sensitize the general public 
about the importance of sign 
languages and their impor-
tance in our daily lives.

He said signs are the first 
form of communication used 
by man since his evolutions 
and it is said to be as old as the 
human race.

In his key address, Prof. 
Bukhari said sign languages 
are playing an important role 
in our daily lives. He also 
highlighted the use of sign 
language in daily routine and 
how the life of specially-abled 
people can be made easier.

Rapid Urbanisation 
Increases Garbage 
Crisis In City
Agencies

Srinagar: The valley’s garbage crisis has in-
creased due to rapid urbanization and unregu-
lated tourist flow to various destinations.

The tourist boom has brought in increased 
revenue and created employment but it has 
hugely impacted the cleaning arrangement 
for the valley and disposal of garbage, which 
together is described as Solid Waste Manage-
ment (SWM).

The summer capital Srinagar generates 
400 metric tons of waste each day, an official of 
Housing and Urban development (H&UD) told 
news agency Kashmir Indepth News Service 
(KINS).

This waste generation has witnessed an in-
crease of over 10 percent in a decade.

“The CPCB report estimates that a total of 
400 metric tons of waste is generated per day 
in Srinagar, 62 percent of this waste is organic 
in nature while the remaining is inorganic in-
cluding 7 percent of plastic waste,” the official 
said adding the average collection of waste/
day was 350 MTs in 2013.

The official said, “Looking at the rapid ur-
banization and growing population, this sector 
needs immediate attention. Being a popular 
tourist destination, issues pertaining to solid 
waste are on the rise in Kashmir and need to be 
addressed immediately.”                        

He said the valley’s non-dumping options 
to manage waste have also shrunk drastically.

“Burning waste no longer seems viable 
because of environmental concerns and poor 
segregation of waste. Compost plants are not 
doing well because manure doesn’t sell, and 
again becomes garbage.”

With a population of over 12 lakh, spread 
over an area of 294 sq km on both sides of the 
Jhelum river, a small percentage of residential 
areas or commercial establishments in Sri-
nagar have the facility of segregation of solid 
waste, and much of the waste is dumped into 
water bodies like the Dal Lake.

“Civic bodies blame residents for not segre-
gating waste but what’s the point when every-
thing will eventually be mixed-up? Segregation 
by residents will only work when the corpora-
tions have a complete door-to-door waste col-
lection system and trash pickups have separate 
containers for dry and wet waste,” said the of-
ficial. (KINS)
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Pakistan PM Says ‘All 
Hell Will Break Loose’ 
Without Debt Relief

Agenceis

Islamabad: Pakistan’s Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif says “all hell 
will break loose” if his flood-rav-
aged country is not provided with 
debt relief by rich nations.

In an interview with Bloom-
berg TV on Friday morning, Sharif 
sought a moratorium on Pakistan’s 
debt repayment from the Paris Club 
(a group of rich creditor countries) 
and others, saying there is a “yawn-
ing gap” between what is being 
asked for and what is available.

“We have requested (United Na-
tions) secretary-general and Euro-
pean leaders to give us relief. How 
can the world expect us to stand on 
our own feet? It is simply impossi-
ble,” Sharif said in his interview, also 
aired on Pakistan’s state television.

Referring to a visit to the flood-
hit nation by UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres earlier this 
month, Sharif said: “He saw this 
calamity with his own eyes. He 
said: ‘Prime Minister, it is unbe-
lievable’. He is a man who has been 

dedicating his life for humanitar-
ian causes for many years … He 
said he had never seen this kind of 
a climatic situation in his life.”

“We are among the top 10 most 
vulnerable countries (to climate 
change),” he said.

Sharif again thanked US Presi-
dent Joe Biden for speaking about 
“Pakistan and our plight” at the 
United Nations General Assembly.

“Many world leaders have dis-
cussed and openly said that Paki-
stan needs support more than ever 
and this shows sincerity of these 
leaders. But time is running out and 
we are racing against time,” he said.

Sharif is in New York for the an-
nual UNGA, which he is expected 
to address later on Friday. He has 
already met several world leaders as 
part of his appeal to the internation-
al community to help Pakistan as it 
reels from unprecedented floods.

“What the world has done is 
commendable but it is far from 
meeting our needs. We can’t do it 
alone,” Sharif said in the interview.

The floods in Pakistan, trig-

gered by record monsoon rains 
and melting glaciers, have affect-
ed 33 million people, killed nearly 
1,600 people and destroyed more 
than a million homes. The stag-
nant floodwaters have raised 
concerns of a “second disaster” as 
waterborne diseases have killed 
more than 300 people so far.

The government last month 
estimated the total loss at $30bn, 
creating concerns that Pakistan 
will not be able to repay $1bn in 
international bonds by December.

Sharif’s appeal for aid came 
amid a report by the Financial 
Times newspaper on Friday, 
which said the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) has prepared 
a memo suggesting Pakistan 
should suspend its international 
debt repayments and restructure 
loans in the aftermath of the cata-
strophic floods.

However, a top finance minis-
try official in Pakistan, requesting 
anonymity, rejected the report, 
telling Al Jazeera that “no such 
proposal is on the table as yet”.

WE HAVE REQUESTED (UNITED NATIONS) secretary-general and 
European leaders to give us relief. How can the world expect us 
to stand on our own feet? It is simply impossible.”

India Warns Its Citizens In Canada 
Of ‘Increase In Hate Crimes’

Agenceis

The Indian government has 
advised its nationals in Can-
ada to exercise caution, cit-

ing “a sharp increase in incidents 
of hate crimes, sectarian violence 
and anti-India activities” in the 
North American country.

In an advisory issued on Friday, 
the Indian foreign ministry asked the 
Indians in Canada to “remain vigilant”.

“In view of the increasing inci-
dences of crimes … Indian nation-
als and students from India in Cana-
da and those proceeding to Canada 
for travel/education are advised to 
exercise due caution,” it said.

The advisory said New Delhi 
has requested the Canadian au-
thorities to investigate the crimes 
and take appropriate action. “The 
perpetrators of these crimes have 
not been brought to justice so far 
in Canada,” it said.

The ministry did not detail any 
alleged hate crimes, nor it did 
provide information to back up 
its claim that Canada has seen an 
increase in such incidents.

Canada’s foreign affairs de-
partment and a spokesperson for 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau did 
not immediately respond to Al 
Jazeera’s request for comment on 
Friday morning.

In the advisory, New Delhi 

urged its nationals – workers 
and students – in Canada to reg-
ister with the Indian mission in 
Ottawa or consulates in Toronto 
and Vancouver.

Indian media reports on Friday 
said the advisory followed reports 
of a “referendum” purportedly 
organised by a faction among the 
Sikhs in Canada, demanding a 
separate Khalistan nation in the 
northern Indian state of Punjab.

No Case Against Muslim 
Woman Who Offered Namaz 
At Hospital: UP Police
Agenceis

Amid reports of a Muslim 
woman being booked for 
offering namaz at a hos-

pital, the Prayagraj police have 
clarified that no case has been 
registered and the news is false.

Earlier in the day, a video of a 
Muslim woman praying at a hos-
pital surfaced on social media. Local 
media reported that a case had been 
booked against the woman based 
on the video that was taken without 
her consent. The news drew con-
demnation from Muslims across 
the country. AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi also slammed the UP 
police over their alleged action.

However, the UP police in a 

statement said that anyone pray-
ing for the good health of their 
loved ones is not a crime, be it of-
fering a namaz.

“After the video surfaced on 
social media, an investigation 
was launched. However, we have 
not registered a case against the 
woman. Based on our investiga-
tion, we found that that she was 
praying for the health of her rela-
tive. The prayer hurts no one and 
hence does not amount to a crime. 

We are yet to investigate further 
details and the validity of the vid-
eo,” a Prayagraj police official told 
Siasat.com.

According to Hindi news re-
ports, the woman was an atten-
dant to a patient at the Tej Ba-
hadur Sapru Chikitsalaya. As she 
was offering prayers, a video was 
recorded without her consent and 
made viral on the internet.

The Uttar Pradesh government 
had earlier passed a law that Mus-
lims are forbidden to offer namaz 
in public places in the state. They 
can do it only inside a mosque.

Reacting to the incident, All In-
dia Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin Owaisi 
questioned the Uttar Pradesh po-

lice over the increasing number 
of cases against Muslims offering 
Namaz in public spaces.

“If admitted to the hospital, 
taking care of their relatives, in 
some corner, without hurting 
anyone, if they pray according 
to their religion, then what is 
the crime in this? Does the UP 
Police have no other work? 
Wherever Namaz is offered, FIR 
is registered against the Nama-
zis,” he tweeted

China Demands End Of US 
Theft Of Syrian Resources
Agenceis

The People’s Republic of Chi-
na called on the US govern-
ment to stop the plundering 

of Syria’s oil resources, in a press 
statement on 22 September.

“We call on the United States 
to respect Syria’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, uni-
laterally lift sanctions, and end 
the theft of Syria’s national re-
sources,” said China’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin in a news briefing.

The call made by the Asian 
giant comes in light of repeat-
ed news that US armed forces 
have transported oil out of Ha-
sakah governorate to military 
bases in Iraq.

The Syrian foreign ministry 
revealed the oil sector has in-
curred losses of at least $107.1 
billion since the start of the US-
sponsored war in 2011.

Meanwhile, Syria suffers 
from a severe energy crisis 
with repeated blackouts in var-
ious parts of the country.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin 
claimed that “this is not the 
first time that the United 
States military has stolen oil 
from Syria and they seem to be 
becoming more and more un-
controllable.”

Wenbin also called on the 
US government to investigate 
the claims made by Syria’s for-
eign ministry and compensate 

the country for any damages.
China’s foreign ministry 

spokesman highlighted that 
the US military has used at least 
800 tankers in August alone.

“By June 2022, US military’s 
extraction, smuggling, and il-
legal transaction of Syrian oil, 
gas, and mineral resources 
have brought an estimated 
$18.2 bln of direct losses on 
Syria, making Syria’s humani-
tarian disaster much worse,” 
he added in his statement.

Wenbin described the situa-
tion in Syria to other countries 
such as Libya and Afghanistan, 
adding that “the rights and 
lives of the Syrian people are 
being taken away, instead of 
being protected.”

According to the UK-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights (SOHR), US forces es-
tablished a third military base 
in Naqara village, just three 
kilometers from Qamishli in 
the northeastern province of 
Hasakah on 3 September.

At least 4 Killed In Blast 
Near Kabul Mosque

UAE To Sign First Weapons 
Deal With Israel: Report
Agenceis

Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates have agreed to their 
first advanced-weapons deal 

since both countries signed the 
Abraham accords in 2020.

Two sources familiar with 
the matter told Reuters on 22 
September that Israel agreed 
to sell the advanced Rafael air 
defense system to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) under the 
first arms deal between the 
two countries since the nor-
malization of relations in 2020.

According to Reuters, Israel 
agreed to supply the UAE with 
the Rafael-produced Spyder 
interceptor missiles. However, 
Israel declined to provide fur-
ther details due to the sensitiv-
ity of the deal.

Spyder missiles can be 
launched from vehicle-mount-

ed platforms and are used 
against short- and long-range 
projectiles.

In response to a question 
about whether Israel will pro-
vide the UAE with air defense 
systems, the Chairman of the 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee, Ram Ben 
Barak, told Israel Radio on 20 
September that there is broad 
cooperation with the UAE. Yet, 
refused to make a specific com-
ment on future arms deals.

The UAE needs to bolster its 
air defense capabilities after a 

series of attacks conducted by 
Yemen’s Ansarallah resistance 
movement. The Ansarallah 
movement has been retaliating 
against the UAE for taking part 
in the destructive war against 
the people of Yemen since 
2014, using self-made drones 
and missiles to target the coun-
try’s energy infrastructure.

Foreign diplomats said that 
the strike had alarmed the lead-
ers of the UAE, who have long 
boasted of the country’s secu-
rity and stability in the region. 
Sources familiar with damages 
caused by the attacks claimed 
that a terminal under construc-
tion at Abu Dhabi Airport was 
also targeted by the strikes, in-
juring civilian workers.

In addition, the Turkish de-
fense company Baykar deliv-
ered 20 armed drones to the 
UAE on 21 September.

Yemeni missiles and drones 
flew at low altitudes to avoid 
interception by the THAAD and 
Patriot interceptor missiles that 
the UAE purchased from the US, 
according to defense sources.

The gulf state of Bahrain also 
mended relations with Israel 
in 2020, after which the two 
countries reached a security 
agreement and began efforts 
to bolster trade.

This year, Israel and the UAE 
signed a free trade deal, the 
first of its kind, between Israel 
and an Arab country.

Agenceis

At least four people were 
killed and 10 injured by 
a blast near a mosque in 

the Afghan capital which struck 
as worshippers were streaming 
out of afternoon prayers on Fri-
day, a nearby hospital said.

The explosion was the latest 
of a deadly series targeting Fri-
day prayers at mosques in recent 
months, some of them claimed 
by the terrorist group Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).

"After prayers, when people 
wanted to come out from the 
mosque, a blast happened," said 
Kabul police spokesman Khalid 

Zadran. "All casualties are civil-
ians, the exact number is not 
clear yet."

Italian-NGO run Emergency 
Hospital said it had received 14 
people from the blast, of whom 
four were dead on arrival.

The explosion took place in 
Wazir Akbar Khan, an area for-
merly home to the city's 'green 
zone', the location of many foreign 
embassies and NATO, but now 
controlled by the ruling Taliban.

The mosque has been the tar-
get of attacks in the past, includ-
ing a blast in June 2020 before the 
Taliban returned to power. That 
attack killed the mosque's imam 
and wounded several people.

Iran Leader Cancels Interview With 
CNN’s Amanpour Over Headscarf

Veteran journalist Christiane 
Amanpour says an interview 
with Iranian President Ebra-

him Raisi was scrapped after he in-
sisted she wear a headscarf, the fo-
cus of major protests in the country.

Amanpour, the chief international 
anchor of CNN who also has a show 
on United States public broadcaster 
PBS, said she was ready for the inter-
view on Wednesday on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General As-
sembly when an aide to the presi-
dent insisted she cover her hair.

“I politely declined. We are in 
New York where there is no law or 
tradition regarding headscarves,” 
Amanpour, who was born in the 
United Kingdom to an Iranian fa-
ther, wrote on Twitter on Thursday.

“I pointed out that no previous 
Iranian president has required this 
when I have interviewed them 
outside Iran. I said that I couldn’t 
agree to this unprecedented and 
unexpected condition.”

She posted a picture of herself 
– without a headscarf – sitting 

in front of an empty chair where 
Raisi would have been.

“As protests continue in Iran and 
people are being killed, it would 
have been an important moment 
to speak with President Raisi.”

An aide to Raisi told Amanpour he 
was insisting on a headscarf because 
of “the situation in Iran”, she said.

Iran has been swept by nearly a 
week of protests since the death 
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who 
died after being arrested by “moral-
ity police” who enforce the Muslim 
leaders’ rules on how women dress.

At least nine demonstrators have 
been killed to date based on state-
ments from Iran’s state-run and 
semi-official media, although activ-
ist groups say the death toll is higher.

On Thursday, the US Department 
of the Treasury sanctioned the coun-
try’s morality police as well as seven 
leaders of Iranian security organisa-
tions that it said “routinely employ 
violence to suppress peaceful pro-
testers and members of Iranian civil 
society, political dissidents, women’s 
rights activists, and members of the 
Iranian Baha’i community”.

Man Lost Nose Ring 5 Years 
Ago. It Was Found In His Lung

Agenceis

A piercing enthusiast in the 
US discovered a nose ring 
he lost five years ago at an 

unusual place - his lung. Till now, 
35-year-old Joey Lykins assumed 
the ring had fallen out when he 
was sleeping. But he didn't know 
that it was lodged in his lung all 
these years, according to a report 
in New York Post. He had given up 
and replaced the nasal ornament, 
the outlet further said. Mr Lykins 
has 12 other piercings and has 
kept the current one as a souvenir.

"I thought maybe I'd swal-
lowed it. I looked everywhere. I 
flipped the bed over. I did every-
thing," he was quoted as saying 
by the Post.

The man rediscovered the ring 
in a painful way. One night, he 
woke up coughing really hard. 
"I was coughing so hard that my 
back was starting to hurt," Mr 
Lykins said. "I felt like something 
was blocking my airways, and I 
thought I was sick."

He was taken to a hospi-
tal where the doctors initially 
thought these are the warning 
signs of pneumonia. But the X-
ray shocked them after the re-
sults showed a 0.6 inch nose ring 
embedded inside the upper left 
lobe of his lung.

"I had an X-ray and the doc-
tor came in and showed me the 
picture and said 'does this look 
familiar?' I was like 'you've got to 
be kidding me? I've been looking 
for that'," he told UK-based Met-
ro. The man was lucky that the 
ring did not puncture his lung.

Mr Lykins has kept the X-ray 
images as proof for those who 
cast doubt about the entire thing. 

Assets 253% Higher Than 
His Income Found With 
Odisha Government Staffer

Agenceis

The Vigilance Directorate ar-
rested an additional tehsildar 
in Odisha's Sundargarh dis-

trict for allegedly possessing dis-
proportionate assets, officials said 
on Friday. The assets include a tri-
ple-storey building worth around 
`1 crore, a double-storey building 
worth `46 lakh, three residential 
houses and 21 plots, they said.

Searches were conducted at 
eight places in Sundargarh on 
Wednesday following inputs that 
Kulamani Patel was possessing 

assets that were amassed illegally.
Movable and immovable assets 

worth crores of rupees were un-
earthed in the raids at Kulamani 
Patel's properties, who is the ad-
ditional tehsildar of Tangarpali, 
officials said. He was found in 
possession of disproportionate as-
sets 253 per cent higher than his 
known sources of income. He has 
been arrested after he could not 
satisfactorily account for the dis-
proportionate assets. A case has 
been registered under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act and an in-
vestigation is on, officials said.
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Jammu Celebrates 
Maharaja Hari Singh’s 
Birth Anniversary

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Dressed to the nines, 
residents of Jammu on Friday 
took out parades across the city 
to celebrate the birth anniver-
sary of Maharaja Hari Singh, the 
last Dogra ruler of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Lieutenant Governor ad-
ministration had recently de-
clared the birth anniversary of 
Maharaja Hari Singh, which falls 
on September 23, as an annual 
holiday in the Union Territory.

The celebrations started with 
the great grandsons of Mahara-
ja Hari Singh offering prayers at 
the Ranbeshwar temple in the 
city early morning.

"I want to congratulate the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir 
on the 127th birth anniversary 
of Maharaja Hari Singh ji. Grant 
of holiday on his birth anni-
versary is a victory of all the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir, 
particularly the youth of Jam-
mu," grandson of Maharaja Hari 
Singh and former legislator Vi-
kramaditya told reporters.

The celebrations by the Yuva 
Rajput Sabha (YRS) that began 
on Thursday night continued 
on Friday while people from all 
walks of life assembled at Tawi 
Bridge and Maharaja Hari Singh 
Park to pay tributes.

Adorning colourful turbans 
and holding flags of their or-
ganisation, several members of 
the Rajput community on two-
wheelers, tractors, cars and 
even horses took out victory 
processions in the Ban Talab 
area of the city.

They raised slogans glorifying 

Maharaja Hari Singh and brandished 
swords as part of the celebrations.

"Our continuous agitation 
yielded results and the govern-
ment has announced a holiday 
on the birth anniversary of the 
Maharaja after 75 years," YRS 
leader Arjun Singh said.

The Kashmir-based politi-
cal parties, which have largely 
ruled the erstwhile state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, were op-
posed to the public holiday on 
the birth anniversary of Maha-
raja Hari Singh, who signed the 
instrument of accession with 
the republic of India on October 
26, 1947, he said.

At the Tawi bridge, the BJP 
leadership led by its president, 
Ravinder Raina danced to tunes 
of drum beats amid slogans 
of 'Maharaja Hari Singh amar 
rahe'. Sweets were also distrib-
uted among the people while 
medical camps were organised 
at several places in the city.

"It is victory of people. It is 

justice done. We congratulate 
the people of J&K, particularly 
Yuva Rajputs for their fight," 
Raina yold reporters.

Congress party led by its 
working president Raman Bhal-
la also took part in the celebra-
tions and asserted that it was 
time for the central govern-
ment to fulfil another demand 
of restoration of Jammu and 
Kashmir's statehood.

Former minister and MP 
Choudhary Lal Singh also took 
out victory rally and said it was 
time to fight for restoring Jam-
mu and Kashmir's statehood. A 
group of displaced Kashmir Pandits 
took out a rally in Muthi area and 
raised pro-Maharaja slogans.

Similar celebrations were 
also held in Kathua, Samba, Ud-
hampur, Reasi, Doda, Kishtwar 
and Rajouri districts.

In Kathua, some public trans-
porters offered free travel to 
passengers as a tribute to the 
Maharaja. 

AAP Expels Mankotia Alleging 
Anti-Party Activities

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Aam Admi Party 
on Friday terminated for-
mer legislator Balwant Singh 
Mankotia from the party for an-
ti-party activities, AAP election 
in-charge said on Friday.

Mankotia, who was president 
of the Jammu and Kashmir Na-
tional Panthers Party (JKNPP) 
before joining AAP in April, 
has hit out at AAP for deceiv-
ing people and said he is yet to 
decide the next course of his 
future.

"Party has taken serious note 
of these issues (anti-party ac-
tivities) and after investigation, 
you have been found guilty. 
Therefore your basic member-
ship with AAP standards ter-
minated from September 23", 
AAP election in-charge Harjot 

Singh Bains said in a letter to 
Mankotia.

AAP charged him with engag-
ing with other national and re-
gional parties of J&K and failure 
to engage or participate in any 
of its political activities besides 
not performing any task given 
by the party in the last three 
months.

As per the letter, Mankotia 
has also been charged with se-
rious allegations of influencing 
AAP volunteers to join other 
parties and offering them po-
sitions in other parties and 
defaming the party on media 
platforms.

Reacting to the development, 
he told reporters, "I am not a 
primary member of the party. 
I am on their party. What right 
do they have to expel me?"

The former MLA said, he had 

gone there for some days as he 
felt that the party will do some-
thing good for the union terri-
tory but within a fortnight he 
felt that it caused more damage 
than good to J&K and was not 
active at all.

He said he has not done any 
anti-party activity in any way 
and all the allegations against 
him are bitter lies.

In the past, he served as the 
president of the Jammu and 
Kashmir National Panthers 
Party and represented Udham-
pur in the Legislative Assembly 
from 2002 to 2014.

Mankotia joined AAP along 
with ex-MLA Yash Paul Kundal 
and over 100 other J&K leaders 
in the presence of Delhi Deputy 
CM Manish Sisodia and Envi-
ronment Minister Gopal Rai on 
April 8.

LG’s Advisor Inspects Work On 
Rehmat Alam Hospital

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: Advisor to Lieuten-
ant Governor, Rajeev Rai Bhat-
nagar on Friday paid a surprise 
visit to Rehmat Alam Hospital 
(RAH) here and inspected the 
progress of ongoing works at the 
construction site of the hospital.

During the visit, the Advisor 
also took stock of arrangements 
being put in place for smooth 
shifting of Maternity Care Hos-
pital Anantnag to this building in 
view of old and congested nature 
of existing hospital building.

While inspecting the different 
blocks of the building, Advisor 
Bhatnagar impressed upon the 

officers of executing agency to 
expedite the pace of ongoing 
works so that building can be 
completed at the earliest and 
the existing Maternity Care Hos-
pital is shifted to the building.

The Advisor further asked the 
executing agency to make the 
building compatible for public 
service delivery and instructed 
them to obtain the safety au-
dit report and take appropriate 
measures for rectification at the 
required places.

Taking strong note of unwar-
ranted delay in the completion 
of this project for so many years, 
Advisor Bhatnagar directed the 
officers to take personal interests 

in completing this project as it has 
vital importance in terms of deal-
ing with the maternal health care.

He also asked the officers 
to conduct regular reviews re-
garding progress of works and 
remove all bottlenecks which 
hinder the completion of this 
project in coordination with oth-
er agencies so that the existing 
maternal hospital can be shifted 
to the building at the earliest.

Chief Engineer, R&B, Kashmir, 
Chief Medical Officer, Anantnag, 
General Manager, J&K Projects 
Construction Corporation, officers 
of GMC, R&B, health and other con-
cerned departments also accompa-
nied the Advisor during the visit.

Mainly Dry Weather 
Forecast In Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Weather depart-
ment on Friday forecast mainly 
dry weather in Kashmir division 
and isolated light rain and thun-
der in Jammu division in next 23 
hours.

A meteorological department 
official here said that isolated 
to scattered light rain and thun-
ders were expected during the 
subsequent two days.

Regarding the minimum tem-
perature, he said, Srinagar re-
corded a low of 13.7°C against 
13.3°C on the previous night. 
The temperature was 0.9°C 
above normal for the summer 
capital during this time of the 
year, he said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
15.0°C against 11.0°C on the pre-
vious night. The temperature 
was 4.5°C above normal there, 
he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury set-

tled at 9.6°C against 7.8°C on the 
previous night and it was 3.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort, he said.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
13.3°C against 12.2°C the previ-
ous night and it was 3.7°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg resort 
recorded a low of 8.6°C against 
7.5°C on the previous night. It 
was 1.6°C above normal for the 
north Kashmir place, he said.

In Kupwara town, the mer-
cury settled at 10.1°C against 
10.7°C on the previous night, the 
official said. It was 0.8°C above 
normal for the north Kashmir 
place, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 
22.6°C against 22.5°C on the 
previous night. It was 0.9°C 
above normal for J&K’s winter 
capital, he said. Banihal record-
ed a low of 15.0°C, Batote 15.7°C, 
Katra 21.0°C and Bhadarwah 
14.4°C.  (GNS)

Samoon Inspects Dev 
Projects, Govt Institutions 
In Kupwara

Observer News Service

KUPWARA: Principal Secretary, 
Skill Development Department, 
Dr. Asgar Hassan Samoon, who 
is also Mentor Secretary for 
Kupwara, on Friday visited Kup-
wara to inspect development 
projects being executed in the 
district besides assessing work-
ing of various government insti-
tutions there.

Principal Secretary was ac-
companied by Deputy Commis-
sioner Kupwara, Doifode Sagar 
Dattatray and other concerned 
officers during the visit.

Principal Secretary inspected 
High Density Orchard cum Nurs-
ery at Chowgul. He visited various 
segments of the nursery and re-
ceived feedback from Chief Hor-
ticulture Officer regarding differ-
ent varieties of fruits being grown 
there. He directed him to create 
proper awareness regarding high 
yielding apple varieties among 
the farmers so that they can boost 
their income generation.

At Panchayat halqa Gulgam-C, 
Principal Secretary inaugurated 
Konidogur Sar in presence of 
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara. 
He was informed that the Sar 
has been constructed at a cost 

of Rs.8.36 lakh under 14th FC 
in convergence with MGNREGA 
by Rural Development Depart-
ment.

ACD Kupwara, BDO and other 
concerned officers were also 
present on the occasion.

Principal Secretary also in-
spected ongoing macadamiza-
tion work on Khumriyal CRF 
road and directed the concerned 
engineers to ensure completion 
of all macadamization works in 
the district before onset of win-
ter season.

Dr. Samoon visited ITI Lalpora 
and inspected functioning of the 
institute.

Vice Chairman DDC Kupwara, 
Haji Farooq Ahmad Mir and 
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, 
Doifode Sagar Dattatray accom-
panied the Principal Secretary.

Principal Secretary inspected 
status of all trades of the Insti-
tute during which the Superin-
tendent ITI briefed him about 
various courses being run there 
including Electrician, Computer 
Course, COPA etc.

He directed the concerned 
officers for introduction of lat-
est trades in the ITIs to keep the 
candidates abreast with the lat-
est industry specific demands.

Transport Secretary Pitches 
For Urgent Repairs Along  
Jammu-Srinagar Highway

GeM Joins Hands With PIB 
Jammu, CBC J&K To Hold 
‘Seller Samvad’

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Government e-Market-
place (GeM), Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, Govern-
ment of India organized a ‘Seller 
Samvad' at Jammu in coordina-
tion with Press Information Bu-
reau Jammu and Central Bureau 
of Communication, J&K.

The 'Seller Samvad’ was or-
ganized with the aim to inter-
act with the GeM sellers, share 
their best experiences for learn-
ing, inspiring others and make 
them aware about the new GeM 
features and functionalities that 
further make it conducive for 
them to operate on the portal.

Speaking during the occasion, 
Joint Director, CBC J&K, Ladakh 
Region, Gh. Abbas said that such 
face to face interactions between 
the GeM officials and sellers is the 
need of the hour as these interac-
tions are helping on spot in settling 
seller’s grievances and their sug-
gestions are taken on board as well.

Abbas further said that GeM 
being contactless, paperless, and 
cashless is standing on three pil-
lars- efficiency, transparency, and 
inclusivity.

Piyush Kumar, Senior Manager, 
States & UTs, GeM while interact-
ing with the sellers said that GeM 
has achieved Gross Merchandise 
Value (GMV) of Rs. 1 lakh crore 
in the last financial year and is on 
the path to go beyond Rs. 1.5 lakh 
crore in the current financial year.

He further said that GeM has 
now more than sixty two thousand 
buyer organizations, more than 
fifty lakh sellers/service providers, 

more than ten thousand products 
and 250 plus service categories.

With these figures, GeM is 
getting bigger and more compa-
rable to platforms like Konapss of 
South Korea, Chilecompera from 
Chile and GeBiz from Singapore.

With GeM Sahay, GeM enables 
the proprietors across India to at-
tain frictionless uncollateralized 
working capital loans against pur-
chase orders on GeM, Kumar added. 
The app, GeM Sahay brings an end 
to end digital solution for all our 
proprietors, assists them in availing 
loans instantly, uncollateralized, in 
a completely contactless and paper-
less manner, he informed.

Kumar further said that GeM 
has been awarded twice in last 
financial year by CIPS under the 
category of ‘Best use of digi-
tal technology’ and by Dun and 
Bradstreet in the category of ‘E-
Governance Solutions for Public 
Procurement. Sheikh Mudasir 
Amin, Media & Communications 
Officer, PIB Jammu said that GeM 
has surpassed the milestone of 
INR 1 Lakh Crore of procurement 
value, in a single fiscal year in FY 
21-22 which has only been pos-
sible with the support of all the 
stakeholders including buyers 
and sellers across the country.

Sarthak Khoda, Regional State 
Business Facilitator, GeM, J&K 
and Ladakh who was also pres-
ent during the program said 
that GeM is known for redefin-
ing public procurement and has 
been able to bring about radical 
changes in the way procurement 
was done by Government buyers 
and public sector undertakings.

Dept Of Posts Launches 
RTN Between Srinagar, Leh

Observer News Service

RAMBAN: Secretary Transport, 
G Prasanna Ramaswamy made 
a firsthand appraisal of the rel-
evant factors governing traffic 
movement on Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway (NH-44) in the 
critical 66-km Nashri to Banihal 
stretch in Ramban District.

The visit follows the high-
level review meeting chaired 
by Chief Secretary to streamline 
traffic flow on NH-44 in view 
of the movement of fruit-laden 
trucks from Valley and the ur-
gent need for repairs to make 
critical stretches capable of sup-
porting double carriageway, to 
reduce travel time.

Deputy Commissioner, Ram-
ban, Mussarat Islam, SDM 
Ramsoo Viqar Ahmed, SDM Ban-
ihal, Zaheer Abbas, ARTO Ram-
ban, Samrinder Singh, DySPs 
Traffic, Parul Bhardwaj and As-
gar Malik besides other officers, 
were present on the occasion.

Personally assessing the 
shooting stone zone between 
Cafeteria Morh and Mehar, 
near Ramban town, the Trans-
port Secretary, who has taken 
over the charge recently, also 
inspected the stretch along 
Nashri, Dhalwas, Peerah and 
Chanderkote on which NHAI is 
currently working to make NH-
44 four-laned.

It is notable that pursuant 

upon the meeting chaired by 
the Chief Secretary, NHAI shall 
take a 4-hour haltage of traffic 
between 3.00 am and 7.00 am 
from tomorrow for the next five 
days to remove accumulated de-
bris to restore double carriage-
way at critical spots between 
Nashri and Banihal, including 
Cafeteria Morh and Mehar and 
Rampardi towards Ramsoo-
Banihal section.

The Transport Secretary, un-
derlining the need to facilitate 
the movement of fruit trucks 
from Kashmir said the Govern-
ment will take all measures for 
hassle-free movement of fruit 
HMVs towards their destina-
tions as per timelines.

Briefing the Transport Secre-
tary on issues related to NH-44 
traffic and ongoing four-laning 
works, the Deputy Commissioner 
handed out an assurance that all 
decisions taken in the meeting 
chaired by the Chief Secretary 
shall be implemented to ensure 
smooth movement of vehicles.

The Transport Secretary di-
rected the Deputy Commis-
sioner to ensure NHAI carries 
out all urgent repairs on critical 
stretches to safeguard the lives of 
the passengers. He also called for 
effective synergy between civil, 
police and traffic police to regu-
late smooth vehicular movement 
including fruit trucks and those 
carrying perishable items. 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Department 
of Posts, Jammu and Kashmir 
Postal Circle on Friday launched 
the Leh-Srinagar Road Transport 
Network (RTN) service. The ser-
vice will provide daily, regular 
and reliable parcel connectivity 
to the people of the two regions.

RTN is operated by Depart-
ment of Posts to provide end 
to end, secure transportation 
to parcels across the country. It 
was introduced in the country 
in 2019.

Both Leh and Srinagar are 
important tourist locations and 
economic hotspots. The launch 
of Leh-Srinagar service will 
help businessmen, craftsmen, 
artisans, MSME units and oth-
ers in connecting their prod-
ucts with their markets both 
within the country and abroad. 
It will also benefit the local 
administration in ensuring 
smooth and regular supply of 
essential commodities, medi-
cal and other equipment, books 
and other items to the people 
of Ladakh.

Pharma Covigilance Week 
Observed At GMC Anantnag

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Department of 
Pharmacology observed Pharma 
covigilance week at Govt Medi-
cal College Anantnag.

The program was held to 
impart awareness regarding 
reporting of adverse drug re-
actions during routine clinical 
practice in associated hospitals 
of GMC Anantnag. The week-
long program consisted of ADR 
awareness among health care 
workers and public and other 
activities.

Dr Sami Magray, Head Depart-
ment of Pharmacology briefed 
about the activities being un-
dertaken by the Drug Monitor-
ing Centre of GMC Anantnag 
and gave a detailed presentation 
about the number of ADR's be-
ing reported routinely.

On the final day of awareness 
week a Quiz, Poster Making and 
Debate competition was held 

among the MBBS and Nursing/ 
Paramedical students with the 
aim to impart the knowledge of 
ADR monitoring at the earlier 
stages of their career develop-
ment and hence carve them into 
better and responsible health 
care providers.

The programme was attended 
by a plethora of faculty mem-
bers, Consultants, Medical Su-
perintendent, Administrators, 
Nursing and Paramedical Staff 
etc and ended with distribution 
of prizes among the winners 
of the Quiz by Principal GMC 
Anantnag, Prof (Dr) Tariq Syed 
Qureshi.

MFF supports such initiatives 
taken up by the young faculty 
members and appreciates the 
support provided by the Prin-
cipal GMC Anantnag in making 
these happen which shall go a 
long way in improving the aca-
demic and responsible culture 
of the institution.

3 Drug Peddlers Arrested In 
Udhampur

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Three drug peddlers 
were arrested with over 30 
grams of heroin in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Udhampur district on 
Friday, police said.

In the first incident, a police 
party intercepted two motorcy-

cle-borne people, Yonus and Fiaz 
Ahmed, and recovered 30 grams 
of heroin from them, they said.

A scooter rider, Mohan Lal, was 
arrested in Tikri with 7 grams of 
heroin, police said. Cases have 
been registered against the ar-
rested accused and investigations 
have been launched, they said.
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Afghan DilemmaModernising 
Toursim

R
eturn of domestic tourists to Kashmir has 
encouraged the state government and it 
has started thinking a fresh about having 
a comprehensive tourism policy. Whether 

the return of tourism is a result of the efforts of Chief 
Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayed or because of over 
all change in the security scenario the fact of the mat-
ter is that there is a need for putting this industry 
on a firm pedestal. There is need for stripping of the 
hacknayed and tradational ideas about this industry. 
There is need for introducing modern and new con-
cepts for this industry in the state.

Many a cultural tides from different directions 
swept across Kashmir during thousands of years of 
its history synthesing its own distinctive culture and 
ethos. Assmilating influences from far and wide it 
evolved its own costumes, customs and cusines. 

Despite centuries of subjubation Kashmiris al-
ways have had an appetite for good food. Mutton was 
eaten both by Hindus and Muslims. Fowls, ducks and 
geese for their abundance were constituted an im-
portant part of menu on festivals. Hindus would not 
touch poultry or eggs but they did eat wild fowl and 
eggs of lake birds. Mutton cooked with turnpis and 
left over to simmer for whole night made a delicious 
dish and it was known as Shebdaig. 

The history of modern Kashmiri cusine can be 
traced to the adevent of Islam in Kashmir. In the wake 
of Invasion of India by Timur many people of different 
professions migrated to Kashmir. Mir Syed Ali Ham-
dani known as founder of Islam in Kashmir travers-
ing dificulit mountain passes reached this land along 
with a host of compainions including religious schol-
ars, calligraphers, weavers, architects, artisans and 
weavers. Majority of arts and crafts for which Kash-
mir is known the world over were introduced by this 
great saint and visionary. Many a professional chefs 
also accompained the carvan of the great saint and 
reformist. The descendents of these chefs are known 
as Wazas. The ultimate formal banquet in Kashmir is 
the royal Wazwan comprising more than forty cours-
es majority of which are meat preprations. Whether 
Mir Syed Ali Hamadani brougt cooks or chefs known 
as ‘wazas’ along with him or imparted training in 
cookery to locals is matter of further research but fact 
of the matter is that contemporary Kashmir culture 
is incomplete without this royal banquet. Marketing 
of this cusine in the international market could have 
earned a distinctive place to Kashmir in the world of 
tourism. The state government with huge paraphern-
lia of toursim department has failed to keep pace with 
the changing concept of tourism. Tourism is no more 
only selling scenic beauty but there new concepts like 
monument and cultural tourism have gained greater 
currency in the world. It would be naïve to believe 
that Kashmir with its denuded forests, polluted lakes 
and dirty roads can attract tourism. The tourism de-
partments will have to look for newer concepts like 
‘cusine and cultural’ toursim. There is need for or-
ganizing food festivels in different parts of country 
and impressing upon all leading hotels abroad to in-
troduce Kashmir cusine in their menues, that would 
serve as a great means of introducing Kashmir to 
potential tourist in the international market. The In-
dian Toursim Development Corporation has not only 
been playing a negative role but has also been distort-
ing Kashmir culture at the international level.

The article is an editorial from KO’s archives and 
was originally published on 21st April, 2005 

ADVENTURES IN ARCHIVES

Anuraag Khaund 

T
he completion of one year 
of Taliban’s takeover of 
Afghanistan on 15 August, 
2022 and the recent move 

by India towards re-opening its em-
bassy in a calibrated manner, have 
thrown open many questions on 
the foreign policy front, basically 
its moral and ‘realist’ aspects. For 
the clarity of readers, I would try to 
briefly explain the idea of Realism. 
Realism in International Relations 
(IR) is a school of thought which 
owes its origin to classical Greek 
thinkers like Thucydides and mod-
ern scholars like Hans Morgenthau 
and Kenneth Waltz. As per Realism, 
nation-states are the primary actors 
and units in an international system 
marked by anarchy and each state 
tries to maximize its power (politi-
cal, military, economic) for their 
own survival. At the same time, 
each state also desires to dominate 
the international system or become 
the hegemon at the expanse of the 
power and security of other states. 
In the Realist view of IR, moral con-
cerns of foreign policy decisions by 
states are secondary as long as the 
policy fulfills the latter’s security or 
strategic objectives. 

The realist- moral contention 
over India’s Afghanistan policy has 
been evident even before the Tali-
ban capture of Kabul in 2021. The 
very thought about having to deal 
with Taliban, a hardline Islamic 
extremist terrorist organisation, 
when advocated by foreign policy 
scholars and thinkers observing 
the power shifts in the region was 
deemed as an impossible or fantas-
tical scenario among the domestic 
audience. The underlying reason 
behind such skepticism towards 
the possibility of Indian outreach to 
Taliban was the vast difference be-
tween the entities in question (India 
being a nation state with a constitu-
tional government and the Taliban 
a terrorist organisation) as well in 
the ideological and moral values es-
poused by both. But with the arrival 
of news regarding the rapid capture 
of surrounding provinces by the 
Taliban starting from June- July 
2021 and finally the fall of Kabul to 
the latter with the US’s hasty retreat 
on 15 August, the new reality stared 
India in the face− New Delhi had to 
speak and engage with the new rul-
ers in Kabul. A modicum of resis-
tance existed in the Panjshir Valley 
which was the stronghold of the 
National Resistance Front (NRF) 
led by Ahmad Masood, the son of 
warlord Ahmad Shah Masood and 
including members such as former 
Vice President Amrullah Saleh and 
the remaining forces of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan. However, 
despite early successes, the NRF 
stood no chance against the over-
weening power of the Taliban in the 
region and the resistance was short-
lived with Masood and Saleh being 
forced to take shelter in Tajikistan. 
Thus, it became clear to the entire 
international community including 
India that the Taliban, earlier dis-
missed as ragtag bunch of Islamic 
fighters, were now the only power 
ruling the roost in Afghanistan.

 A Taliban-led Afghanistan has 
been interpreted as a victory for 
Pakistan, especially its military- 
intelligence apparatus, implying 

a more pronounced presence for 
Islamabad not only in the country 
but also in the wider Central Asian 
region. Along with Pakistan, China 
too has been seeking to deepen its 
footprint in the region in the wake 
of the US withdrawal. This was 
seen in the announcements by Bei-
jing to extend the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) into 
Afghanistan as well as the willing-
ness of Chinese companies to tap 
the region’s rich reservoirs of cop-
per and Rare Earth Elements (REE) 
like lithium. Added to the increas-
ing Pakistani and Chinese inroads 
was the question of India’s internal 
security, especially Kashmir. This 
was highlighted by Taliban leader 
Suhail Shaheen’s reference to Kash-
mir in a press conference in 2021 
which underlined New Delhi’s ap-
prehensions of renewed militancy 
emerging in the Valley with its ori-
gins in an unstable Afghanistan.  

Hence given its ‘realist’ compul-
sions and concerns of security and 
geopolitics mentioned above, India 
did open channels with the Taliban, 
which were initially of clandestine 
nature as communications were 
conducted behind the scenes. New 
Delhi’s outreach became more evi-
dent with the arrival of the Indian 
‘technical team’ headed by Joint 
Secretary (Pakistan- Afghanistan- 
Iran) from the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) in Kabul in June 2022 
to re-open the embassy and oversee 
the distribution of Indian humani-
tarian aid comprising wheat, medi-
cines, n-COVID 19 vaccines and 
winter clothing to the Afghan popu-
lation dealing with the aftermath of 
multiple crisis including a 6.1 Rich-
ter scale earthquake in Paktika in 
June this year. 

While many experts and schol-
ars have characterized the Indian 
outreach as a credible and strategic 
move in a realist-driven world, yet 
as per ex-ambassador to Afghani-
stan Gautam Mukhopadhaya, there 
was resentment among the anti- 
Taliban circles over New Delhi’s 
‘unofficial’ acceptance of the new 

regime – a regime that stands in 
contravention to India’s constitu-
tional and republican values and 
ethos or morality. The moral dilem-
ma is further underlined when tak-
en into account the character of the 
current ruling government in India 
which, in the eyes of its domes-
tic voter base, is being viewed as 
reaching out to an Islamic extrem-
ist group. Coupled with the recent 
Nupur Sharma controversy and the 
subsequent ‘knee-bending’ by India 
in the face of backlash from Gulf 
countries, the outreach to Taliban 
and the upgradation of the Indian 
technical team to the status of mid-
ranking diplomat might be inter-
preted by a major section of the do-
mestic population as initial efforts 
at recognition of the Islamic Emir-
ate and hence, a sign of weakness of 
the current New Delhi government 
in the face of ‘Islamist pressure’. In 
the tussle between moral and real-
ist complications and expectations, 
which path should India take in Af-
ghanistan?

In the light of the complex geo-
political and fragile situation in 
Afghanistan impacting Indian in-
terests, New Delhi cannot afford to 
fulfill the expectations of the moral 
and liberal sections of its domestic 
population who question the justi-
fication of New Delhi’s outreach to 
Taliban 2.0 in the light of the latter’s 
treatment of women and religious 
and ethnic minorities. Nor can it put 
the expectations of its core domestic 
voter base before the concerns relat-
ed to strategic and security issues. 
However, as per Mukopadhaya 
and other analysts, a major source 
of support and strength for India 
is the goodwill enjoyed among the 
Afghan population who still look 
up to it as a model country in South 
Asia as well as fondly remember the 
Indo-Afghan ‘civilizational ties’ go-
ing back to ancient past. It was for 
sustaining this goodwill that India 
had sent the humanitarian aid to 
the Afghan population now in dire 
straits. It is this goodwill that has 
allowed India to maintain a sig-

nificant presence in Afghanistan 
in the past despite the distance and 
the intervening presence of Paki-
stan both geographically as well as 
strategically. But as mentioned ear-
lier, the outreach to the Taliban has 
been seen affecting that goodwill to 
some extent as it brings into ques-
tion India’s image of a moral beacon 
(as opposed to Pakistan) among the 
Afghan population. Shall India live 
up to its moral image among Af-
ghans at the expanse of its realist 
concerns? Critics might point to the 
fallacy of Non- Aligned Movement 
(NAM) in the Cold War era for In-
dia’s foreign policy goals as opposed 
to the ‘realist’ Indo- Soviet partner-
ship which served New Delhi well. 
However, at the same time, scholars 
like Happyman Jacob have advo-
cated for India to reclaim its role of 
moral leadership in the new world 
marked by the prospects of Sino- 
US ‘new Cold War’, reminiscent of 
NAM leadership.

The current path for India would 
be to maintain a balance between its 
realist and moral concerns by hav-
ing a calibrated engagement with 
the Taliban but also maintaining 
its support among the Afghan pop-
ulation. In the case of the Afghan 
population, the goodwill could be 
maintained and even strengthened 
by gradually allowing its citizens to 
avail education and health services 
in India through issuance of Visas. 
Especially those health patients 
who have appointments back in In-
dia and students who are unable to 
return back to their campuses.  Un-
til the Indian diplomatic presence 
in Kabul becomes fully functional, 
the Visas could be issued through 
embassies in third countries like 
Iran and Tajikistan. This opening 
up to Afghan patients and students 
might also serve in ameliorating 
the Taliban’s attitude towards In-
dia to some extent and serve the 
realist purpose of allowing India to 
consolidate its presence in Afghani-
stan. Although this might appear 
unlikely at the moment, the amelio-
ration in Taliban’s attitude towards 
India could also be used by New 
Delhi to gradually influence them 
to respect their stated commitments 
on re-opening of schools for girls 
above the sixth grade and allowing 
women to participate in public and 
economic life. Yet, such a change is 
hard to come given the previous his-
tory and ideology of Taliban as well 
as the current infighting between 
the ‘pragmatic’ and the hardliner 
factions within the group. 

As Afghan intellectual Faiz Za-
land had said in an interview to the 
Indian daily The Print in August 
2022 that if ‘Afghanistan had failed 
as a country because it was not able 
to secure its interests, it also failed 
because its neighbors had failed 
it several times’. Listening to this 
as an Indian, it strikes one hard to 
some extent. 
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W
ith Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation 
back at 7% in August, and Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) inflation at 12.4%, one thing 
is clear: India is still not out of woods on 

inflation management. And if September inflation also 
remains higher than the Reserve Bank of India’s upper 
tolerance limit of 6%, the central bank, or more spe-
cifically, its Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), will 
have to explain why inflation shot past 6% for three 
consecutive quarters, as per the 2016 inflation target-
ing policy. And it may not be a comfortable position 
for RBI and its MPC members, given their credibility 
is at stake.

However, these are not normal times. First, Covid 
hit the world, and, then, the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 
And now, even climate change (heat waves) is impact-
ing global commodity prices. In this interconnected 
world, it would be only rational to look at India’s per-
formance in relation to many other major countries. 
When one compares India with, say, the US and most 
European countries, where inflation is a tad higher (at 
8-12%) and GDP growth likely to be much lower, one 
can say India has done fairly well. And certainly, In-
dia is placed in much better than many other countries 
like Turkey where inflation in July was raging at 80%, 
or countries in the neighbourhood like Pakistan (27%) 
and Sri Lanka (64%). On an average, even compared 
to India’s own inflation rates in the past, say, during 
2004-05 to 2013-14, when average inflation was 7.9%, In-
dia’s situation during 2014-15 till now is much better, 
with average inflation likely to be 5.1%.

Although RBI and its MPC have been tasked with 
keeping inflation at 4 +/- 2%, from a macro-economic 
perspective, it can’t be the sole objective. It must be 
managed keeping in mind its likely impact on GDP 
growth. And that’s where the balancing act has to be, 
and that’s where many other actors have to pitch in 
to tame inflation. No one could have explained it bet-
ter than how Union finance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man did in a recent conference organised by Icrier on 
‘Taming Inflation’. She said very categorically that in-
flation management requires an orchestrated play of 
many policy tools. The monetary policy, though very 
important, cannot tackle inflation alone. It is because, 
in the Indian context, food and beverages account for 
a 45.86% weight in the CPI basket. Therefore, mone-
tary policy has to work in tandem with fiscal policy, 
trade and tariff policy, food and agricultural policy, 
and even infrastructure policy, which has a multiplier 
of 2.45. She also mentioned that even the diplomatic 
deal with Russia for importing crude oil at discounted 
prices was part of this inflation management strategy. 
While most economists would agree that inflation 
management is a complex problem, and it requires 
various policy instruments to be applied, the question 
remains who is conducting this orchestra of policies 

to create a symphony and not a cacophony? Who is the 
Zubin Mehta of the inflation management orchestra?

Shankar Acharya, who has served as the chief 
economic advisor (CEA) in the finance ministry with 
three governments, rightly pointed out that our fis-
cal policy needs tightening as fiscal deficit (the Cen-
tre and states combined) has crossed 10% of the GDP 
for three years in a row. This is too high and causing 
inflationary pressures besides loose monetary policy. 
Krishamurthy Subramanian, who was India’s CEA 
when Covid hit the world, said that the world has to 
learn a lot from India’s inflation management while 
protecting its GDP growth. From how India was not 
misled into giving excessive stimulus to boost con-
sumption demand, and instead chose to spend more 
on infrastructure building that had high multiplier ef-
fect on GDP and also created demand. For developing 
economies, may be this was the right strategy.

But as we move forward, how fast can India rein-in 
inflation and bring it down to, say, 4%, and yet keep 
GDP growth at around 7%? That would be an ideal 
situation, which India has not been able to achieve on 
a sustainable basis over the last two decades. First, 
public policy has to be re-oriented away from ‘free-
bies’ towards investments in rural areas with a focus 

on creating more and higher productivity jobs, better 
rural infrastructure, improved competitiveness of 
agriculture and agro-industry, and the MSME sector. 
Next, higher allocations to agri-R&D for developing 
climate-smart agriculture will help improve supply 
response on food. A stable and higher productivity in 
agriculture even in the face of harsh climate realities 
will be critical to tame food inflation, which remains 
the dominant component of CPI inflation. This would 
require taking a call on rationalising food and fertil-
iser subsidies, which are burgeoning and are likely to 
cross `5 trillion in FY23. It will require an innovative 
policy mix, and one is not sure whether the govern-
ment will be able to devise it in time. One also needs 
to urgently revise the weights of food and beverages in 
CPI basket, which are currently based on the 2011-12 
consumption expenditure survey.

All said, it seems that inflation will remain defiant 
in India at least for this year, and may hover around 
7%, despite RBI’s tightening of monetary policy. The 
GDP growth, on the other hand, is likely to come down 
a bit lower than RBI’s earlier forecast of 7.2%. If India 
manages 7% growth in GDP along with 7% inflation 
in FY23, it would still do fairly well, though it may not 
still be the most desired outcome.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer. The article was originally 
published by Financial Express 
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Of the anatomy, of the physique of the Prophet, 
Allah had dressed it, coated it, with sublimity. The 

sweat dripping down from his hallowed forehead: 
if a bride had applied it, all the nikāḥ-goers would 
immediately know the scent was from ḥuẓūr, the 
fragrance emerging was so pronounced! Beauty and 
joy on his soul
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In the Aftermath of The Gorgeous Prophet
Muftī Mudassir/ transl. Saaleh Baseer 

In the name of Allah, the Mercy-
giving, the Compassion-nurturing.

Joy cradle the exalted of Prophets 
and creation. And his sacred family, his 
sacred companions.

Honorable listeners, my mothers of 
sanctity, my brothers, my sisters:

Nūn! By the pen: what it jots down. 
By the grace of your Lord, you are not 
crazed. In truth, you (O Prophet) are 
the master of supreme values. 

Allah has spoken, in truth. 
A lettered man once said: 

(Urdu) ḥusn-i zāhir mein āp ajmal 
hein. mulk ke bāṭin mein āp akmal hein. 
be-taḥammul ʿaql yei kehtī hein ke kul 
khalāiq mein āp afzal hein.

I offer another line of poetry: tamattā 
rahay terē rōẓa ka manzar. salāmat 
rahay terē rōẓey ki jālī. humein bhi ʿaṭā 
hō voh shawq-i bū ẓar. humein bhī ʿaṭā 
hō voh jaẓb-i bilālī.

(Arabic) yā ṣāḥib al-jamālī wa yā 
sayyid al-bashar min wajhi-ka al-munīr 
la-qad nuwwira al-qamar. la yumkin 
al-thanā kamā kāna ḥaqquh

(Persian) baʿd az khudā buzurg tūīy 
qissah mukhtasar:
“After God it is just you, O Prophet. 

And here the story ends!”
balagha al-ʿulā bi-kamālihi ḥasunat 

jamiʿu khiṣālihi ṣallū ʿalayhi wa ālihi. 
In our symposiums, time and time 

again, the Prophet’s events and the 
chronicle of his life-stories, life-battles, 
are documented before us. However, in 
terms of the outward, the visage, that 
is, the gorgeousness of the Prophet—I 
aim to elaborate his beauty. What was 
his height? The footprint? Hair? The 
palpable delight of his face? How may 
we understand them all? This, I reiter-
ate, is not necessarily praxis—i.e., the 
skin-color of the Prophet, the palm-size 
of the Prophet—we are not obligated to 
replicate them. Why? Because physiol-
ogy is not within our authority to dic-
tate. And (as the Muslim legal theorists 
inform us) one is not mandated to adopt 
those attributes which one has no power 
over (like physical attributes—we 
are only responsible for cultivating 
a sunnah-ic interior).

But the message is that the gorgeous-
ness of the Prophet is a stroke of bless-
ing, a godsend for us. When we gaze 
or meditate on the Prophet, we ought 
to invoke world-honoring gratitude to 
Allah, saying: “Thank you so much for 
gifting us a Prophet of wildly dazzling 
beauty.”

All Prophets are gorgeous—in truth, 
we may say that the most beautiful 
(sarāpā) human in the past epochs 
would be the appointed Prophet, the 
one-called-upon. Because the truth any 
given Prophet champions, his face, in 
beauty, testifies to his prophethood, to 
his truthfulness. And that when they 
would gaze, glance, at the visage of the 
Prophet, it would be affectively impos-
sible for them to entertain this man is 
not truthful. ‘Abdullāh ibn Salām, the 
famed expert on the Torah, who later 
adopted Islam, said, after witnessing 
the Prophet: inna wajhahu laisa bi-
wajhin kazzāb. “The face of this man 
is not of a liar.” The Companion Abū 
Rāfiʿ maintained, again after laying 
his eyes on the Prophet: Ulqia fī qalbī 
al-Islam. “Islam was insinuated into 
my heart.” Another companion testi-
fied: Mā raytu aḥsana shayan min wajh 
Rasūlillāh. “I have never seen anything 
more breathtaking than the face of 
the Prophet.” Ka-anna al-Shamsa 
tajrī min wajhihi. And remember: 
the Ṣaḥābah were not humans of 
pretension. They embodied the ordinary 
in an extraordinary way, confessing: 
“As if the sun was pouring out (ravān 
davān) underneath him.”

Aẓhar al-lawn. His face shimmered 
with light. Kāna ʿarquhu al-lūlū. 
When heat would swarm him, and 
sweat would form, the sweat-droplets 
were as living pearls. Idhā sarra 
istanāra wajhuhu. “When the Prophet 
smiled, he would radiate—as if he 
were light.” Kannahu qiṭah min 
al-qamar. “As if he were a shard of 
the moon.” And when soft anger 
(nārāzgī) would pulsate through 
him, the aftermath was the redness of 
pomegranate seeds (anār kī surkhī). 
A far onlooker would be thunderingly 
shaken, moved. And as they closed into 
the Prophet, they became love and love 
became them. Praise for Allah, that He 
has made a protective haze over every 
dimension, every angle, of our Prophet.

So, we show gratitude to God for his 
beauty. 

This is precisely why there is 
so much cosmic energy (bara-
kah) and raḥmah in his Sunnah, and 
in embodying his practices: guidance. 
Wonder, placed by Allah, flashes across 
his face. In reports documenting the 
medical impact of his blessed saliva, 
ʿAlī ibn Abī Ṭālib says his eyes were 
cindering during the event of Khay-
bar, and the Prophet pasted his saliva 
to ʿAlī’s eyes. At once, the burning 
sensation ended. ʿUtbah ibn Gharqah 
says that, out of illness, “a seed-like 
material poured out of my body. I 
visited the holy-Prophet and he applied 
his curing saliva. I was healed.” He 
continues: “But with that. Whenever I 
would stroll the streets, onlookers could 
detect a sniff of perfume.” For the rest 
of his life! Such sensations were the 

aftermath of the Prophet’s beauty, and 
such cosmic energy pulsated through 
the luʿāb of the Prophet.

Muftī Saeed (Pālanpūrī)—who had 
visited us—has compiled the meta-
physical effects of the Prophet’s saliva 
in a book called Ḥadīth-i Wafā. Jābir, 
the Companion, says that on the day 
of Khandaq, he saw the Prophet lapping 
two stones on his stomach, the Ṣaḥābah 
having tied one on their bellies. Jābir 
told his wife. Aisī (shaydāī) thē. The 
Ṣaḥābah did not seek to console their 
hearts with false, alleged truths. Dekhē 
bighayr chēn nahīn ātā.

ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿAbd al-Rabbah 
was harvesting his fields—when his 
son came darting to him: “Father, the 
Prophet of God has exited this world.” 
He threw his spade (or other harvesting 
implement) on the dirt, restlessly 
supplicating: “Oh Allah: snatch my 
eyesight away! What could the eyes 
gaze upon after-the-Prophet!” (merī 
bīnāyī ko salb karāin). The invocation 
was accepted: for his entire life, he was 
left blind.

One mother’s child passed away, 
as the baby was fumbling in her lap. 
The Prophet led the funeral and told 
her, “Your baby is being cradled by a 
paradise-dwelling woman in the heav-
ens—do you wish to see for yourself?” 
Someone murmured in the air: “Mo-
ments like these do not come often (to 
witness the unseen). Go on and look!” 
The women silenced the whisperer: 
“My eyes may see untruth but the voice 
of the Prophet cannot lie.” (I.e., I do not 
need to see my baby in paradise, the 
Prophet’s words are enough conviction 
to know its truth).

Moving back to the story of Jābir, 
he asked his wife, mentioning the 
starved condition of the battle-hardened 
warriors: “Do we have anything to 
eat?” A baby lamb and some flour, she 
said. Jābir, confidante to the Prophet, 
meandered to the Prophet, whisper-
ing: “We have some food.” (He said it 
quietly because there wasn’t enough 
for all the trench-diggers). Hearing the 
words, the Prophet brightly proclaimed: 
“Today Jābir is hosting a banquet for us 
all!” When Jābir relayed that the news 
that more than a thousand were arriving 
to eat from the meal of one baby lamb 
and flour, the wife of Jābir pressed: “Is 
this from the judgement of yours or the 
Prophet’s? If it is the Prophet, before 
disgrace Allah will not lay us.”

Jābir said, “How can the decision 
be mine? I don’t want to disgrace 
myself!” (By not having enough to eat). 
The wife retorted: “Then why are you 
worried! We will be fine.” The Prophet 
applies his saliva to the steaming pot, 
ordering that the lid of the pot should 
not be lifted. All thousand Ṣaḥāba were 
satiated (by the meal of one lamb). The 
house was small, and only ten could fit 
in at once.

If this is the barakah of the saliva, 
imagine the sacrality of his words, 
his ethics, his praxis, his sunnah! You 
don’t think it will leave a trace in your 
life (taʾthīr)? The supplications before 
eating, of sitting, of drinking—consider 
the barakah for a moment!

ʿUbādah ibn al-Ṣāmiṭ, a soldier, a 
witness, to Badr, finished his meal and 
began to wash his hands. Anas ibn 
Mālik provided a towel for him to wash 
his hands. Afterwards, a servant placed 
the towel inside of an oven (tannūr), 
and all the dirt faded, the towel 
remaining vanishingly clean. ʿUbādah 
ibn al-Ṣāmit was a witness to this 
miraculous feat and asked Anas: “What 
is this!” seeking an explanation. Anas 
(ibn Mālik) said: “Once the Prophet 
lunched here and asked for a towel. 
Ever since he used this cloth, it refuses 
to become mucky.” So, think! If we en-
act the words, the everyday acts of the 
Prophet, do you truly think the blaze of 
Jahannam may cinder us? This was just 
the hands of the Prophet! Through the 
skin of our Prophet’s hands, the grime 
of kufr is scrubbed away.

Hazrat-i Ṣuhaib (al–Rūmī) is 
riding in the night, after meeting 
with his maʿshūq, amongst the dirt-
lanes of Mecca. “Ṣuhāib you’re in 
such ghaflah!” says the Prophet. He 
then glides his hand on the body of 
Ṣuhaib, and in the aftermath of this 

prophetic touch, this prophetic energy, 
Ṣuhaib enunciated the proclamation of 
faith, testifying to the unity of God.

Our tongues? They migrate 
sensations of sweetness, acid-
ity, bitterness—and so forth. But 
the exalted tongue of the Prophet: it 
revealed only ḥalāl and ḥarām. Once 
the Ṣaḥābah and the Prophet were 
seated for food on a dastārkhān. One 
mouthful of food neared the mouth of 
the Prophet, and he spurned it, saying: 
“Ṣadaqah is unlawful for the family of 
Muḥammad!” What picked up on this? 
The flesh-tongue of the Prophet. Look, 
wonder, at our Prophet—his biological 
nature was paradigmatic guidance—the 
sensations of his mubārak tongue: they 
were distinctions between lawful and 
unlawful!

Of the anatomy, of the physique of 

the Prophet, Allah had dressed it, coated 
it, with sublimity. The sweat dripping 
down from his hallowed forehead: if a 
bride had applied it, all the nikāḥ-goers 
would immediately know the scent was 
from ḥuẓūr, the fragrance emerging 
was so pronounced! Beauty and joy on 
his soul. Um Sulaym would, in fact, 
dispatch kids to collect the droplets of 
sweat in bottles as the Prophet would 
rest, stirring and fusing the sweat with 
other perfume, heightening the aroma 
of her perfume.

In the instruction, the intellectual 
culture, of the Prophet, there crop up 
overarching guidance, raḥmah, 
and barakah—we know this from criti-
cally valid (ṣaḥīh) prophetic reports. In 
light of this, we must read the Shamāil 
of Tirmidhī. Peace and joy upon the 
Prophet. Come, let us read the Shamāil. 
It elaborates on the ḥulyah of the 
Prophet: his teeth, his eyes, his tongue/
language (zubān), his hair, his pace and 
stride—what was his mode of sitting? 
How would he engage his time between 
ʿAṣr and Maghrib? From Maghrib until 
ʿIsha—what were his rituals? All of this 
was compiled! His favorite sālan? His 
most adored fruit? What clothes were 
beloved to him? What were his favorite 
colors? All of this in one short text. 
As Allah assigned hidāyah in his 
teachings, his beauty reserves a spiritual 
impact, as well. His biography (sīrat)? 
Well, it was his biography (i.e., of 
such grandeur). Passers-by would shift 
to Islam simply by encountering his 
beauty (ṣūrat). His ṣūrat authored that 
influence.

(Now let us turn to) His name? 
The barakah that leaps therein? Cited 
in Ḥadīth, the Prophet said that who-
soever has a boy, and out of unyield-
ing love of the Prophet and to acquire 
the barakah of the Prophet’s name, 
he names his son Muḥammad, Allah 
makes both son and father paradise-
dwellers. Also mentioned in the collec-
tions of Hadith: whomsoever is named 
Muḥammad, be sure to honor and 
exhibit love to that child. Emphasized 
further to the father is the prohibition 
of humiliating treatment, of putting to 
shame that son named Muḥammad. 
Why? Because his name is a totem of 
grandeur.

On Resurrection-day it will be 
proclaimed: Oh Muḥammad! (Joy 
upon him) Walk into Paradise without 
any accountability! Listening to 
this proclamation, many who were 
named after the Prophet will also 
awaken, and because of the spreading-
sanctity of that name, all those who 
were named Muḥammad will not 
be forbidden entry. Go! You enter 
Paradise, too. How will they wake 
up? Do you know? On condition that 
they were Muḥammadī, i.e., those 
who were sincere to the Prophet. They 
were Muḥammadī to Muḥammad! 
(Muḥammad ke sāth Muḥammadī 

ho). Allah’s grace will be colossal on 
that day. It will be for those named 
Muḥammad who acted in accordance 
with the sanctity of the Prophet’s name.

What grandeur in a name! Akhtar 
Shīrānī—have you heard of him? A 
well-regarded poet. In a state of in-
ebriation (nashe kī ʾḥālat mein), he was 
lounging. Akhtar Shīrānī in a drunken 
state. In this state (of recital of poetry), 
what happens? Naturally, they are 
dawdling around, expressing merriment 
(tafrīḥ kartē hain). Other (poets?) are 
reclining on cushions around him. Ab 
unko lēle. Someone (sardonically) 
questioned him: “What do you think 
about Ghālib”? (The late-Mughal poet). 
Akhtar retorted: “Ghalib was a fool.” 
(bēwaqūf). “What are your thoughts on 
Ẓauq?” (These are all (Mughal) poets). 
“His taste in poetry was poor (bud-
ẓauq—a play on the Arabic name of 
the poet),” scoffed Shīrānī. “What are 
your thoughts on the poet Inshā-allāh 
Khan?” Shīrānī said: “His composition 
(inshā) was awful! How did he become 
a poet?” Another asked his thoughts 
on (Mirzā Rafī) Saudā. Shīrānī said: 
“His drive (saudā-sawār) for poetry 
was misplaced! If I encountered him, 
I would have sternly told him: don’t 
aspire to be a poet.” The discussion was 
underway. A half-witted oaf, in that 
gathering, asked Shīrānī: “Ḥuẓūr! What 
are your thoughts on Muḥammad?” 
This fool was disadvantaged of any 
intellect! Shīrānī had a bottle of wine 
in his hand; he threw it down, cracking 
it, and struck the questioner, in utter 
rage: “O worthless one! (kambakht)! 
How dare you mention such a pure 
name in this vile gathering? How could 
you be this shameful?” He slapped him 
so awfully that the questioner found 
himself with an open wound. Akhtar 
Shīrānī, feeling utter graveness that 
the Prophet’s name was mentioned in 
this assembly of wine, and that he was 
responsible for the disrespect of the 
Prophet, swore off wine until the day 
he died.

Abū Nuʿāym al-Isfahānī, a cel-
ebrated muḥaddith, informs us that, in 
the nation of Mūsā (ʿalayhis salām), 
lived a man seen as utterly unfaithful 
(nāfarmān) to—and by—the laws of 
Mūsā. When he passed away—do you 
know what his community did? They 
cast his body into the waste. In the trash 
they threw him. Allah commanded 
Mūsā to lift him out of the trash, wash, 
shroud, and bury him with reverence. 
After obeying the order of Allah, after 
washing, shrouding, burying him, Musā 

entreated Allah. “O Allah, my people 
left him out to die. Why did you order 
me to bury him?” Allah said: “O Mūsā! 
Every time he sat down with the Torah, 
and found the name Muḥammad, he 
would place a kiss on that word.” Peace 
and joy upon him, and all the Prophets.

This is the modus operandi of 
Allah’s mercy—his qānūn is something 
quite different! Remember, this is 
purely the barakah of his name. In 
his outward beauty, in his name—
even his na’layn mubārak! What are 
the na’layn? His sandals. Did you know 
they are the equivalent to two legal 
witnesses (i.e., the shari’ī requirement 
of evidence)? This is attested in the 
prophetic collections. The joy-giving 
Prophet (said)—narration cited 
in Mishkāt: “Whosoever declares the 
unity of God with sincerity, he will step 
into Paradise.” Abū Hurayrah—he is 
the narrator—says: “O Prophet of God! 
Shall I announce this wonderful news 
(khush khabrī) to the people?” “Tell 
them,” said the Prophet, “and take these 
two sandals with you! Whoever asks 
you for proof, offer these two sandals.” 
Legal evidence is exactly what in the 

Sharia? A claim requires two witnesses. 
Take these two witnesses. And whom 
did Abū Hurayrah encounter on the 
road? Hazrat-i ʿUmar. He had to 
meet Hazrat-i ʿUmar. “Where are you 
going?” he asked. Abū Hurayrah, in 
joy, said: “You shall be the first I inform 
of the wonderful news! Whoever recites 
the kalima, with sincerity, will step into 
Paradise.” Hazrat–i ʿUmar said, “Let’s 
go inside,” bringing Abū Hurayrah to 
the Prophet, and saying: “Oh Apostle 
of Allah! Tell him to stop. People will 
listen to this and abandon righteous 
actions (ʿamal), relying only on faith.” 
The Prophet ordered Abū Hurayrah to 
desist. The Ḥadīth-critics write that lest 
they be held accountable (wabāl na 
āye), they essayed on it, further noting 
that whoever passed away with imān, 
they certainly will enter paradise. 
However, those who bedrock their faith 
with righteous actions will be counted 
from the elite category and step into 
Paradise. And if they didn’t scaffold 
their faith with actions—what will 
happen to them? Only Allah knows. 
But they will undeniably be admitted 
(into Paradise)—eventually. If Allah’s 
mercy cradles the action-less, then 
they will prosper with the righteous of 
the upper-tier; if they are not mercied, 
then (those who had imān only) will be 
treated per the qānūn of Allah, i.e., with 
potential punishment, and be admitted, 
thereafter.

With respect to the na’layn-i 
mubarak, ḥazrat Ḥakīm al-Ummah, an 
exceptional friend of God— have you 
seen the image of the na’layn? Perhaps 
one of you chanced upon it. He, Ḥakīm 
al-Ummah, wrote a book, concern-
ing the sacred-giving effect of the 
sandals, entitled: Zād al-Saʿīd fī Dhikr 
al-Ḥabīb. An exceptional book on the 
biography of the Prophet—a concise, 
wonderful text.

What is the truth? We have refused 
to cultivate affability with the friends-
of-God (Allāh wāle). To disrespect the 
people-of-God, the saints, that is, to 
abandon them, is to foster misfortune 
for oneself (nuḥūsat). Are you aware 
of the consequence of this crime, this 
misfortune? Alienation (maḥrūmī) from 
Islam! Alienation manifests in 
two forms—those who dishonor 
(be-ḥurmatī) the people-of-Allah 
(buzurgon) are alienated from religion 
in two ways: either they are lost of 
the privilege to properly understand, 
properly access, their religion, or they 
are unblessed to practice their faith. 
Why? Because these mystics had 

cultivated an irreducible relationship 
with, and to, Allah. And transmitted in 
Bukhārī is the prophetic report from 
Allah (ḥadīth-i qudsī): Man ʿādā lī 
waliyan faqad āthantuhu bi al-ḥarb. 
“Whosoever inflicts injury (emotional 
or otherwise) to any of my saints, I 
have drawn battle lines with them.”

No, I am speaking about the ex-
periential effect of the two prophetic 
sandals—I am not quoting a Ḥadīth! Al-
lah has placed wondrous power in the 
image of the prophetic sandals, the 
mystics say. Quite extraordinary 
power! They have alluded to their 
own experience (with the sandals), 
saying, in no small terms, that, during 
any ravaging calamity, “We set 
the image on our chests, and Allah 
unsnarled those calamities, untied 
the muṣībat, from our life!” Consider: 
if the representation of it, the symbol, 
holds such bright power, what do you 
think the actual sandals would achieve 
for you? The hair? Umm al-Amarah 
says—subḥānallāh!—that the Prophet 
observed head-shaving (halq), and 
prophetic hair was distributed. “I, too, 
was honored with some hair. Whenever 

anyone was struck with illness, I would 
set the hair in a cup of water and offer 
it as a drink to the afflicted. They would 
be cured!” Khālid ibn al-Walīd. Islam’s 
exceptional—what shall I say—hero? 
Two militarily brilliant leaders: Khālid 
ibn al-Walīd and ʿAmr ibn al-ʿĀṣ—they 
testified to Islam’s truth in the same 
day, and they were roaringly successful 
conquerors. Khālid ibn al-Walīd said: 
“I deposited the miracle-giving hair of 
the Prophet in my helmet, and wherever 
I campaigned with that strand of hair, 
Allah humbled me with conquest.”

What a Prophet Allah has gifted us! 
This was only his flesh-beauty! We are 
demanded to gratitude-present to Allah 
that we follow a thunderingly gorgeous, 
stunning, and flawless (ḥasīn, jamīl, 
kāmil) Prophet. Don’t you know—we 
must feel life-shattering pride that we 
are the ghulām of the Prophet. Hum 
ghulām-i Huzūr. Ṣallallāh ʿalayhi 
wa sallam. Are we not? If anyone’s 
heart resists conceding this fact, then 
let us present them beyond-doubt 
proofs! To be a ghulām is to identify 
with love. Let us now show to you 
that the ummah, in her totality, is 
the ghulām of the Prophet. The 
demand of ghulāmī is that we bend 
our will to our Master. Hazrat-i Zāhir, 
Allah’s pleasure cradle him, he 
companioned the Prophet. He was 
a desert-dweller. A village-resident. 
Whenever he approached the presence 
of the gorgeous-Prophet, he arrived 
gift-bearing, hadyah-offering. This 
Companion would forage an item from 
the Arab wilderness, and, in return, the 
holy Prophet would gift him an item 
from the city. Taḥāddū Taḥābbū. Gift to 
each other and you will love each other. 
It shouldn’t be one-way. That you’re 
only taking presents. No! You should 
be gifting and taking! Love shoots up, 
roars up, through this act. The gorgeous 
Prophet said, with a spray of humorous-
ness: Zāhir is my village, and I am his 
city. Once, hazrat-i Zāhir was standing 
upright in the bazār, in the marketplace. 
The Prophet, walking, took ahold of 
him—astern. Hazrat-i Zāhir, puzzled 
(and unknowingly), squirmed to free 
himself. Haẓrat-i Anas says that, when 
the holy-Prophet demonstrated his 
physical strength, the flesh of his palms 
were softer than silk, finer than marble 
(marmar). Yei āp kī shān hai. In terms 
of his tenacity and physical fortitude, 
you know the story of the wrestler 
(pahalwān)? (Challenged by this non-
Muslim wrestler), the holy-Prophet sent 
him flying into the ground. The Prophet 
spoke to the wrestler: Try again! Come, 
try again, Rukānah! After the third 
round of being overthrown, the wrestler 
testified to the truth of Islam. Hazrat-
i Zāhir, seeking to release himself, 
looked behind, thinking, Who is holding 
me? It’s the Prophet! This moment of 
him holding me won’t come again. 
How can I let it slip by? (Realizing this 
moment wouldn’t offer itself twice), 
he let himself slide into the grasp 
of the Prophet. This moment won’t 
come again. The gorgeous-Prophet 
announced, boomingly: Who will buy 
this ghulām? Ḥadīth commentators 
offer a thoroughgoing analysis of this 
prophetic report. From the sacred-
filled mouth of the Prophet, no lie 
emerges from it, even during instances 
of humor. Only, and only, truth can, 
and will, come out. Yet, everyone 
knew Hazrat-i Zāhir was free!

From this we, and the dunyā, 
conclude that the population of this 
earth are the ghulāms of the holy-
Prophet, dignified. Hum sab Ḥuzūr 
ki ghulāmī ka sharaf ḥāṣil hain. In 
the spur of the moment when the 
Prophet announced, Who will buy 
this ghulām, ḥazrat-i Zāhir began to 
weep, Prophet-of-God, I would be 
sold for a paltry price in Madina. Our 
Prophet, our Prophet of beauty, do you 
know what he said? Maybe here, Zāhir, 
you might be sold cheap, but in the 
presence of Allah, how valuable you 
are! How valuable you are.

My guests! Please, let us read 
the prophetic biography (sīrat) in 
the Shamāil. How many books are 
out there! What was the beauty of 
the Prophet? What did he enjoy? In 
what ethical manner did he arise from 
sitting—and how would he sit? Learning 
one mannerism after another, we ought 
to adopt these life-giving attributes. 
And hearken back to (my earlier point) 
and let it sit in your heart: you and I are 
demanded to embody the mannerisms 
that are in our capacity to emulate 
(ikhtiyārī). (I.e., you and I are not asked 
to mutate our body to the hand-size or 
the teeth-structure of the holy-Prophet, 
however much we desire). When we are 
treated to biographic details of his physi-
cal appearance, we ought to experience 
otherworldly joy (even if we cannot 
imitate him in this respect).

So, in conclusion, out of the joy of 
Allah dignifying us with a gorgeous 
Prophet, the demand of that is we love 
him, we give our hearts, undyingly, to 
him. We carry our obedience to him. 
And in the course of obeying him, we 
should not experience any frigid rest-
lessness or agitation. Let us cultivate 
world-defying love in our hearts.

And, so, we weepingly beg Allah 
that He gifts us providence to obey the 
Prophet. Ameen.

– Traversing Tradition

This is precisely why 
there is so much cosmic 
energy (barakah) and 
raḥmah in his Sunnah, 
and in embodying his 
practices: guidance. 
Wonder, placed by Allah, 
flashes across his face
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Scientists 
Engineer 
Mosquitoes That 
Can't Spread 
Malaria

Press Trust Of India

 

S
cientists have genetically modified mosquitoes with 
the ability to slow the growth of malaria-causing para-
sites in their gut, an advance that can help prevent 
transmission of the disease to humans.

These engineered mosquitoes produce compounds which 
impede the growth of malaria-causing parasites, which are 
then unlikely to reach the mosquitoes' salivary glands and be 
passed on in a bite before the insects die.

Researchers from the Institute for Disease Modeling at the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation developed a model which 
can assess the impact of such modifications if used in a vari-
ety of African settings.

They found that the modification in question could be ef-
fective even where transmission is high.

While the technique, described in a paper published in 
Science Advances journal. has been shown to dramatically 
reduce the possibility of malaria spread in a lab setting, if 
proven safe and effective in real-world settings, it could offer a 
powerful new tool to help eliminate malaria.

The disease is transmitted between people through a fe-
male mosquito after it bites someone infected with the malaria 

parasite. The parasite then develops into its next stage in 
the mosquito's gut and travels to its salivary glands, ready to 
infect the next person the mosquito bites.

However, only around 10 per cent of mosquitoes live long 
enough for the parasite to develop far enough to be infectious. 
The team aimed to lengthen the odds even further, by extend-
ing the time it takes for the parasite to develop in the gut.

Researchers from the Transmission:Zero team at Imperial 
College London, UK, genetically modified the main malaria-
carrying species of mosquito in sub-Saharan Africa, Anoph-
eles gambiae, such that the mosquito produces antimicrobial 
peptides in its guts, when it takes a blood meal.

These peptides impair the malarial parasite's development 
by interfering with the energy metabolism of the parasite and 
also, causing the mosquitoes to have a shorter lifespan and 
further hampering their ability to pass on the parasite.

By the time, the next parasite stage could reach the mos-
quito salivary glands, most mosquitoes in nature are expected 
to die.

"We need to develop innovative new tools because mosqui-
toes and the parasites they carry are becoming resistant to 
available interventions such as insecticides and treatments, 
and funding has plateaued," said co-first author of the study, 
Tibebu Habtewold.

The disease is 
transmitted between 
people through a 
female mosquito 
after it bites someone 
infected with the 
malaria parasite. The 
parasite then develops 
into its next stage in 
the mosquito's gut and 
travels to its salivary 
glands, ready to infect 
the next person the 
mosquito bites.

Covid-19 Infection Increases Risk 
Of Long-Term Brain Problems: Study

Press Trust Of India

P
eople infected with the SARS-
CoV-2 virus are at increased 
risk of developing a range of 
neurological conditions in the 

first year after the infection, according 
to a large study conducted in the US.

Such complications include 
strokes, cognitive and memory prob-
lems, depression, anxiety and migraine 
headaches, the researchers said.

The researchers at Washington 
University School of Medicine also 
found that the post-COVID brain is 
associated with movement disorders, 
from tremors and involuntary muscle 
contractions to epileptic seizures, hear-
ing and vision abnormalities.

The infection is also associated 
with balance and coordination difficul-
ties as well as other symptoms similar 
to what is experienced with Parkin-
son's disease, they said. "Our study pro-
vides a comprehensive assessment of 
the long-term neurologic consequences 
of Covid-19," said Ziyad Al-Aly from 
Washington University.

"The results show the devastating 

long-term effects of Covid-19. These 
are part and parcel of long COVID. 
The virus is not always as benign as 
some people think it is," Al-Aly, senior 
author of the study published in the 

journal Nature Medicine.
The researchers noted that, over-

all, Covid-19 has contributed to more 
than 40 million new cases of neurologi-
cal disorders worldwide. Other than 
having a COVID infection, specific 

risk factors for long-term neurological 
problems are scarce.

"We are seeing brain problems in 
previously healthy individuals and 
those who have had mild infections," 

Al-Aly said.
Few people in the study were vacci-

nated for Covid-19 because the vaccines 
were not yet widely available during 
the time span of the study, from March 
2020 through early January 2021.

The data also predates Delta, Omi-
cron and other COVID variants.

A previous study in Nature Medi-
cine found that vaccines slightly re-
duce -- by about 20 per cent -- the risk of 
long-term brain problems.

"It is definitely important to get 
vaccinated but also important to 
understand that they do not offer 
complete protection against these long-
term neurologic disorders, Al-Aly said.

The researchers analysed about 14 
million de-identified medical records 
in a database maintained by the US 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the 
largest integrated health-care system 
in the US. Patients included all ages, 
races and sexes.

They created a controlled data set 
of 154,000 people who had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 sometime from March 
1, 2020, through January 15, 2021, and 
who had survived the first 30 days after 
infection.
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Economists See RBI 
Delivering Another 50 
Bps Hike Next Week

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Economists are 
unanimous in forecasting that 
the central bank has no other 
option but to deliver a 50 bps 
rate hike next week and take 
the terminal rate to 6.25 per 
cent by December.

Economists from SBI, UBS, 
Goldman Sachs, Barclays and 
Bank of Baroda in a rare unani-
mous call see the RBI-led mon-
etary policy committee deliver-
ing a 50 bps hike on September 
30, taking the overall repo rate 
increase 290 bps to 5.90 per 
cent since May this year.

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, the 
group chief economist at the 
nation's largest lender SBI, in a 
detailed note on Monday said, 
a half-percentage point hike in 
the repo rate looks imminent in 
an aggressive response to exter-
nal shocks.

"We expect the peak repo 
rate in the cycle at 6.25 per 
cent. A final rate hike of 35 bps 
is expected in December poli-
cy," he said.

Liquidity has become deficit 
after 40 months which looks 
like another headwind for the 
central bank, he said, add-
ing this may force the RBI to 
support the market through a 
change in the CRR and OMOs.

Echoing the views, Tanvee 
Gupta-Jain, the chief economist 
at UBS Securities India, said in 
the base case, she expects the 
MPC-RBI to front-load the rate 
hike cycle and raise the repo 
rate by another 50 bps (versus 

35 bps previously) next week 
taking the terminal repo rate to 
6.25 per cent (previously 6 per 
cent) by December.

On the positive side, she said 
the large current account defi-
cit, elevated CPI inflation and 
a stretched fiscal position are 
mostly led by supply-side fac-
tors rather than easy credit 
conditions pushing domestic 
demand.

Rahul Bajoria, the chief econ-
omist at Barclays India also 
raised the repo rate forecast to 
a 50 bps hike next week (35 bps 
previously) and a 35 bps hike in 
the December meeting (25 bps 
previously), with upside risk to 
the forecast if commodity pric-
es are higher in Q4.

"We now expect 50 bps of 
further rate hikes in 2023 (75 
bps previously) which would 
take the repo rate to 6.75 per 
cent by April 2023." The British 
lender also expects the MPC-
RBI to change its stance to neu-
tral on falling commodity prices 

offer as it feels that inflation has 
peaked. But we think tighter 
global financial conditions and 
high inflation will lead the MPC 
to stick to its front-loaded tight-
ening cycle.

Madan Sabnavis, the chief 
economist at Bank of Baroda 
also said the recent develop-
ments in the forex market can 
prompt a higher quantum of 50 
bps to stay on track with other 
markets so as to retain investor 
interest as a hike of 25-35 bps 
would have signalled that the 
RBI is confident that the worst 
of inflation is over.

Goldman Sachs' Santanu Sen-
gupta said also pencilled in a 
50 bps hike (35 bps previously) 
and a 35 bps hike in December 
(25 bps previously), with up-
side risk to the forecast if com-
modity prices are higher in Q4.

We now expect 50 bps of fur-
ther rate hikes in 2023 (75 bps 
previously) which would take 
the repo rate to 6.75 per cent by 
April 2023. .

‘Govt For Banks To Collaborate With 
NBFCs And Fintech Companies’

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: The government 
is in favour of banks working 
closely with the non-banking 
financial companies (NBFCs) 
and fintech companies for 
co-lending and also push for-
ward the digital route, an of-
ficial said.

Speaking at a CII event 
here on Friday, Hardik Muke-
sh Sheth, director (banking 
operations) of the depart-
ment of financial services, 
said that the government is 
pushing the public sector 
banks (PSBs) to work with 
the NBFCs and fintech com-
panies to collaborate in the 
area of co-lending.

He also said that there is 
also a push towards the digi-
tal route, adding that new-age 
banking using technology has 
increased.

"There is a rise in loan dis-
bursement using the digital 
channel," Sheth said.

The official said that all the 
12 PSBs are making profits, 
and their non-performing as-

sets (NPAs) have halved due 
to recovery. "None of the 12 
public sector banks are under 
the prompt corrective action 
(PCA) of the RBI," he said.

Echoing the same, MD&CEO 
of Yes Bank Prashant Kumar 
said that NBFCs are critical 
not only for financial inclu-
sion but also for raising credit 
offtake. He said fintechs are 
able to understand customer 
behaviour while the banks 
enjoy their trust.

According to Kumar, fin-
techs can help the banks in 

raising efficiency and col-
laboration between them can 
be way forward on increasing 
credit of the lenders.

MD of State Bank of India 
(SBI), international global 
market, C Sreenivasulu Set-
ty said that it is important 
to combine the trust of the 
banks and technology of the 
fintech companies to serve 
the customers.

"This has to be on a sus-
tained basis. The banks are 
spending money to address 
this issue", he added.

NHDC Ltd, DHH 
Kashmir Organize
Buyer-Seller Meet

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- A buyer-seller 
meet was Friday organized by 
the National Handloom Devel-
opment Corporation (NHDC) 
Ltd in collaboration with De-
partment of Handicrafts & 
Handloom (DHH) Kashmir at 
Kashmir Haat Srinagar.

 The event witnessed the 
participation of Exporters, Unit 
Holders, Members of Coopera-
tive Societies besides various 
manufacturers among whom 
Aditya Birla Group, Jayshree 
Textiles and Balaji Mills are 
prominent.  The representatives 
of KCCI, PEMA, MEERAS, KPO, 
KCC also participated in the 
event. Artisans and unit holders 
also displayed handicraft and 
handloom products of national 
and international repute during 
the event.

Speaking at the event, the 
Director Handicrafts and Han-
dloom Kashmir, Mahmood Ah-
mad Shah said that such pro-
grams boost the morale of the 
artists and also helps the seller 
to plan his products better. Such 
events will provide buyers and 
sellers from Kashmir region a 
platform to build business rela-
tions and showcase products.

He further said that the Depart-
ment has been facilitating the 
promotion of GI to help recognize 
and promote age-old crafts.

Pertinently, Kani Shawl, Pash-

mina, Sozni, Paper-Machie, 
Walnut Wood Carving, Khatam-
band, and Hand Knotted Carpets 
crafts from Kashmir have al-
ready been GI certified whereas 
five more crafts viz., Kashmir 
Namda, Wagguv, Shikara, Gabba 
and Kashmir Willow Bat are in 
the final process of getting the 
GI registration.

The department in the last 
year alone has issued 6500 and 
4000 labels in Pashmina and 
Carpets, respectively. The QR 
based labelling of all the GI cer-
tified crafts shall be achieved 
in a month’s period besides the 
department is also in process of 
issuing the hologram labelling 
of non GI crafts.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the event, the Director stressed 
the need of creating a Raw Ma-
terial Bank in Kashmir to facili-
tate easy procurement which 
can aide the artisans and weav-
ers. The department has regis-
tered 2500 Cooperatives alone 
in the last year which have been 
provided a financial assistance 
of 15 Crore rupees.

Certificates were also distrib-
uted among the 22 authorized 
GI carpet exporters by the Di-
rector Handicrafts & Handloom 
Kashmir. The department is 
presently providing an incen-
tive of 10% of the total volume 
of Handicraft/Handloom export 
products with maximum reim-
bursement up to Rs. 5 Crore.

Equity Investors Poorer 
By Rs 4.90 Lakh Cr

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Investors' wealth 
eroded by over Rs 4.90 lakh 
crore on Friday amid a sharp fall 
in equities.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
tanked 1,020.80 points or 1.73 per 
cent to settle at 58,098.92. During 
the day, it tumbled 1,137.77 points 
or 1.92 per cent to 57,981.95.

The market capitalisation of 
the BSE-listed firms plummeted 
by Rs 4,90,162.55 crore to Rs 
2,76,64,566.79 crore on Friday.

This is the third day of decline 
for the equity market and the 
BSE benchmark has fallen by 
1,620.82 points or 2.71 per cent 
during this time.

In three days, investors wealth 

has eroded by Rs 6,77,646.74 crore.
"With the latest round of in-

terest rate tinkering by the US 
central bank, investors have 
turned risk averse and are 
dumping shares at will. Traders 
are also worried about the es-
calation in Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, which is prompting them 
to exit equities and park funds 
in safe haven dollar assets," said 
Amol Athawale, Deputy Vice 
President - Technical Research, 
Kotak Securities Ltd.

Among the 30-share Sensex 
pack, Power Grid slumped 7.93 
per cent. The other major lag-
gards were Mahindra & Mahin-
dra, State Bank of India, Bajaj 
Finserv, Bajaj Finance, NTPC, 
HDFC and IndusInd Bank.

Retail Prices Of Rice 
To Remain Under 
Control: Govt

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government on 
Friday said retail prices of rice in 
the domestic market will remain 
under control, helped by a ban 
on exports of broken rice and 
sufficient stocks in its godowns.

The statement by the food 
ministry came a day after its 
factsheet alluded to a pricing 
pressure and rates of rice rising 
in the near term.

By imposing the ban on export 
of broken rice, the government 
has "successfully ensured do-
mestic food security, availability 
of domestic feed for poultry and 
cattle feed, while keeping a check 
over inflation as well as domestic 
price of rice", the food ministry 
said in the statement on Friday.

With effect from September 
9, the Centre imposed a ban on 
broken rice exports and also a 
slapped a 20 per cent export 
duty on non-basmati rice, ex-
cept for par-boiled rice.

"The domestic price of rice is 
in comfortable position and the 
prices will remain well under 
control...Due to surplus stock of 
rice, the domestic price of rice 
will be under control as com-
pared to international market 
and neighbouring countries 
where the price is comparative-
ly high," the ministry said.

The minimum support price 
(MSP) of paddy has been in-
creased by 5.15 per cent to Rs 
2,040 per quintal in 2022-23 
compared to Rs 1,940 per quin-
tal in 2021-22.

The ministry highlighted that 
all-India domestic wholesale 
prices of rice and wheat decreased 
by 0.08 per cent and 0.43 per cent 
respectively over the week.

On Friday, the average retail 

price of rice stood at Rs 37.65 per 
kg, as per the data compiled by the 
department of consumer affairs.

Regarding the exports ban, 
the ministry said the restric-
tion has been imposed to ensure 
adequate availability of broken 
rice for consumption by do-
mestic poultry industry and for 
other animal feedstock; and to 
produce ethanol for successful 
implementation of EBP (Ethanol 
Blending Programme).

The government has not made 
any changes in the policy relating 
to par-boiled rice and basmati rice.

Par-boiled and basmati rice 
constitute around 55 per cent of 
total rice exports from India.

"So, the farmers will continue 
to get good remunerative prices 
and dependent /vulnerable coun-
tries will have adequate availabil-
ity of par-boiled rice as India has 
significant share in the global rice 
export," the ministry said.

Around 217.31 lakh tonnes 
of rice is in government buf-
fer stock, which is higher than 
the buffer stock norm and 610 
lakh tonnes will be procured 
in 2022-23 marketing season 
starting October.

Rupee Slides 30 Paise To Close 
Below 81-Mark Against Dollar

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The rupee slumped 
30 paise to close at a fresh life-
time low of 81.09 against the US 
dollar on Friday, weighed down 
by the strong American curren-
cy overseas and risk-off senti-
ment among investors.

At the interbank 
foreign exchange 
market, the local 
currency breached 
the 81-mark for the 
first time ever and 
slumped to 81.23 
against the American 
currency.

It finally ended 
at 81.09, down 30 
paise over its previ-
ous close. On Thursday, the rupee 
plunged by 83 paise -- its biggest 
single-day loss in nearly seven 
months -- to close at 80.79, its pre-
vious record low.

This is the third straight ses-
sion of loss for the Indian currency 
during which it has lost 124 paise 
against the US dollar.

Forex traders said escalation of 
geopolitical risk in Ukraine and 
rate hikes by the US Fed and Bank 
of England in a bid to contain in-
flation sapped risk appetite.

Further, the strength of the 

American currency in the over-
seas market, a negative trend in 
domestic equities, and risk-off 
mood amid escalation of geopo-
litical risk in Ukraine weighed on 
the local unit.

"Rupee fell to fresh all-time lows 
against the US dollar after the Fed 
raised rates earlier this week. Most 

of the currencies are 
under pressure as 
the dollar continues 
to strengthen," said 
Gaurang Somaiya, 
Forex & Bullion Ana-
lyst, Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services.

Somaiya further 
noted that volatility 
in Yen remained el-
evated after the Bank 

of Japan intervened to curb sharp 
depreciation. The Bank of England 
raised rates by 50 bps. "We expect 
the USD-INR (Spot) to trade side-
ways and quote in the range of 
80.40 and 81.20," Somaiya said.

"Indian rupee marked the big-
gest weekly decline after April 2021 
amid a stronger dollar index and 
risk-off moods. There seems to be 
no turning back for the dollar as 
it made a fresh two-decade high 
and in turn pushed the rupee to a 
record-low level," said Dilip Parmar, 
Research Analyst, HDFC Securities.

Tata Steel Board Approves 
Merger Of Six Subsidiary 
Companies

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Tata Steel will merge with itself six of its 
subsidiary companies, a statement said on Friday.

A proposal in this regard was approved by the Board 
of the company on Thursday, it said.

"The Board of Directors of Tata Steel considered and 
approved schemes for the proposed amalgamation of 
six subsidiaries into and with Tata Steel," the state-
ment issued by Tata Steel said.

The subsidiaries are Tata Steel Long Products 
Limited in which Tata Steel holds 74.91 per cent 
equity, The Tinplate Company of India Limited (74.96 
per cent), Tata Metaliks Limited (60.03 per cent), 
The Indian Steel & Wire Products Limited (95.01 per 
cent equity holding), Tata Steel Mining Limited and 
S & T Mining Company Limited (both wholly-owned 
subsidiaries).

"Tata Steel Board approves the amalgamation of 
strategic businesses into the company," the statement 
said.

The Board also approved the amalgamation of TRF 
Limited (34.11 per cent equity), an associate company 
of Tata Steel, into Tata Steel Limited.

Tata Steel further said the proposed amalgamation 
is aimed at driving synergies, simplifying the group 
holding and management structure, and consolidating 
and strategically growing downstream operations and 
engineering capabilities.

'Customers Must Report 
Unauthorised Transactions 
Immediately'

Press Trust Of India

BHOPAL:  Warning against mounting cyber crime 
cases across the country, State Bank of India (SBI) 
Chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara said customers 
should be informed to report any unauthorised 
transaction immediately so that it can be checked 
timely.

Khara asserted that customer service should be 
given the utmost priority and urged customers of the 
bank to remain aware for checking the rise of cyber-
crime cases.

"They should inform them that unauthorized trans-
actions, if any, should be immediately informed to toll-
free number 18001-2-3-4 so that proper action can be 
taken on time," an SBI release said on Friday.

The SBI chairman arrived here on Thursday to take 
part in various Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives of the lender.

He also explained how the bank is providing a high 
level of service to customers through the YONO app 
and other digital mediums.

Khara appreciated the use of YONO among the 
customers and said "we are giving better service to the 
customers through digital technology."

Praising the work in the field of social service done 
by SBI Bhopal Circle, Khara said the bank is very sensi-
tive towards its social responsibilities and has always 
been at the forefront in this field.

Sensex Sinks 1,020 Pts As Rate 
Hikes Trigger Global Sell-Off

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The Sensex tumbled 1,020 points while the 
Nifty crashed below the 17,350-mark on Friday as a 
flurry of rate hikes by global central banks spooked 
investors and sparked a global sell-off.

The rupee breached the 81-mark against the US 
dollar in intra-day trade for the first time ever, adding 
to the negative sentiment. Sliding for the the third 
straight session, the 30-share BSE Sensex tanked 
1,020.80 points or 1.73 per cent to close at 58,098.92.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty plummeted 302.45 points or 
1.72 per cent to end at 17,327.35.

PowerGrid led the Sensex losers' chart with a drop 
of 7.93 per cent, followed by M&M, SBI, Bajaj Finserv, 
Bajaj Finance, NTPC, HDFC and IndusInd Bank.

Only three counters managed to close in the green -- Sun 
Pharma, Tata Steel and ITC, spurting up to 1.53 per cent.

"A rise in the US 10-year bond yield and a strong 
dollar index influenced FIIs to flee emerging markets. 
Fall in liquidity in the banking system, a weak currency 
and a current premium valuation have set the market 
outlook bearish for the near term.

"With aggressive monetary policy action by central 
banks, the global growth engines are in a slowdown 
mode, whereas India is currently in a better position 
with a pickup in credit growth and an uptick in tax 
collection. The current volatility might persist for a 
while. Investors are advised to wait and watch until 
the dust settles," said Vinod Nair, Head of Research at 
Geojit Financial Services.

'New Telecom Bill Likely To Be In 
Place In 6-10 Months'

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The new telecom bill, which will replace 
the 137-year-old Indian Telegraph Act, is expected to 
be in place in 6-10 months but the government is not 
in a hurry, communications minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said on Friday. The bill also seeks to replace the 
Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 and the Tele-
graph Wires (Unlawful Possession) Act, 1950.

"Based on the consultation process, we will create the 
final draft. That draft will then go through committee 
processes of Parliament. Then it has to go (to) Parlia-
ment. I see a timeline of 6-10 months but we are not in 
a hurry," Vaishnaw said when asked about a timeline for 
implementation of the final bill. The minister gave over 
36 minutes of detailed presentation on the draft bill.

If the bill gets approved then over-the-top players like 
Whatsapp, Zoom and Google Duo which provide calling 
and messaging services may require licences to operate 
in the country. While the government has sought refer-
ence from the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India on 
licensing framework for internet and calling messages, 
the bill clearly shows the government intent to bring 
the OTT apps under the licensing regime.

"OTT already comes under regulation by interpreta-
tion of what is a telegraph. The consultation process 
for its regulation has already started. The focus of this 
bill is that we have to make a light touch regulatory 
environment. Wherever required there should be strict 
effective regulation and in rest of the places there will 
be light touch regulation," the minister said.
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J&K Wins Praise
to improve nutritional outcomes for 

children, pregnant women and lac-
tating mothers, and adolescents. The 
Abhiyaan is a multi-ministerial con-
vergence mission with the vision to 
accelerate India’s progress on malnu-
trition, in a time bound manner with 
fixed targets.

The report also says that J&K has been 
ranked fourth among Union Territories 
in terms of the overall implementation 
of the Poshan Abhiyan at the National 
level in 2020. The maximum score given 
is 100 and UT’s score has settled over 70.

However, when it comes to Women 
and Child Development, J&K has 
scored only 7 points, lowest among 
UTs, in the statewide scores for pro-
gramme activities and intervention 
coverage. Among UTs, the lowest Take-
Home Ration (THR) coverage was 
also recorded in Jammu and Kashmir 
where only 49 percent pregnant 
women, 51 percent lactating women, 
and 54 percent children were covered 
under the scheme.

“It is imperative to examine the 
reasons for low coverage of THR and 
growth monitoring. States and UTs 
should assess whether the gaps in 
THR coverage pertain to supply chain 
issues or are a result of demand-side 
challenges. For growth monitor-
ing, states should review if there are 
gaps in staff training on measuring 
children, availability of supplies or 
in community awareness to avail the 
service, and identify appropriate solu-
tions,” the report said.

The report, while citing pandemic 
woes, said when compared with the 
pre-pandemic period, the number of 
pregnant women who received four 
or more antenatal care check-ups 

reduced in most States and UTs (30 
out of 35 States/UTs) . “The cover-
age remained low in Goa, Manipur, 
Nagaland, Chandigarh, Delhi and 
Jammu and Kashmir,” said the report.

According to the analysis, the num-
ber of institutional deliveries con-
ducted (including C-section) reduced 
in most States and UTs (32 out of 35 
States/UTs) compared with the pre-
pandemic period. “However, in June-
September 2020, there was an im-
provement in 29 States and UTs, which 
experienced a reduction in the previ-
ous quarter. Among these, Himachal 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Jammu and 
Kashmir were able to restore to the 
pre-pandemic level,” the report noted.

The report also says that there are 
6198 malnourished children in J&K. 
Besides that, only 65% percent of preg-
nant women were given 180-Iron & 
Folic Acid (IFA) tablets and only 3 per-
cent of 5-9 years children were given 
weekly IFA tablets. However, as per re-
port, 100 percent of lactating women 
were given 180 IFA Tablets in J&K.

Pertinently, at national level, with 
98 percent, J&K was ranked second in 
the category of home visits to house-
holds with pregnant mothers to coun-
sel on appropriate measures. But, the 
UT was ranked lowest in the category 
of children (0-59 months) reported 
with diarrhea cases and treated with 
ORS & Zinc, as only 29 percent of chil-
dren had received the necessary care.

This is the fourth progress report on 
POSHAN Abhiyaan which assesses the 
progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan imple-
mentation, analyses the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on nutrition and 
health services and provides insights 
on service delivery restorations and 

adaptations and other related needs 
across India.

The report presents key recom-
mendations to deepen India’s efforts 
to tackle malnutrition, especially in 
the context of COVID-19. Pertinently, 
the report also highlights five key les-
sons learned by the implementation of 
POSHAN Abhiyaan over the last three 
years, including following the onset of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Spurt In Beast
during day time only.
“Provide sufficient light around your 

utilities outside your home so that 
animals do not feel safe in the vicinity. 
Do not create kitchen dumping around 
your houses as this invites stray dogs 
to the spot which in turn invite leop-
ard movement. As dogs is delicacy for 
these carnivores,” it adds.

The advisory further reads that the 
villagers must regularly remove all 
bushes or shrubs from the vicinity of 
houses in cooperative manner. “Such 
vegetation clearance wall increase vis-
ibility and help to keep the Leopard 
away from their houses.”

It further suggests construction 
of “leopard proof” sheds for cattle, 
using wooden material or concrete 
structure.

“It has been observed that when-
ever leopard is sighted, people make a 
lot of noise which can prove danger-
ous and as such the wild animal feels 
insecure and can cause damage,” the 
advisory reads, adding “It is advisable 
not to make noise, while leopard is 
sighted.”

Pakistan’s ‘Bloody
clarity on his thorn analogy, the 

police chief said that he was hinting 

towards those elements promoting 
terrorism from Pakistani soil and play-
ing into the hands of their agencies.

“There was a big money game in-
volved. And due to this money game, 
youth were instigated for stone pelt-
ing, to take up arms. Such elements, 
whether they were from Jama’at or 
Hurriyat and were playing bloody 
game on the directions of Pakistan, 
have been cleared to a greater extend, 
hence no stone pelting,” Singh said.

He added that stone pelting has 
ceased to exist, even in the downtown, 
where youth want to lead a peaceful 
life.

Speaking about the cycle race “Pedal 
for Peace” organised by police, the 
DGP said that such events encourage 
children to achieve their goals in dif-
ferent fields and play a very important 
role in guiding them to stay away from 
drugs & other paths of destruction.

He said the children and youth have 
suffered in education and growth in 
the past and with the large partici-
pation of them today it feels that the 
time has changed now.

“Every pedal you do is changing 
the scenario of Jammu and Kashmir 
towards a new milestone of a more 
peaceful environment,” Singh said, 
while addressing the cyclists, as per a 
police spokesperson.

“Whether in uniform or without 
uniform we are one family and our 
mission is one that is bright future for 
our children, safe and secure life for 
people of all ages,” the DGP said.

Referring to the tourist influx this 
year, the spokesperson said that the 
DGP asserted that the beauty and the 
hospitality of Kashmir is the talk of the 
world again and he was hopeful that 
it would continue to be top priority of 

the tourists in the coming time.
Singh further said that the coopera-

tion and support Jammu and Kashmir 
Police is getting from the people will 
help further in consolidating the pre-
vailing peace.

According to the spokesperson, 
Financial Commission (Additional 
Chief Secretary) Home Department 
R K Goyal said that the events of 
J&K Police always have a special 
charm and depict the vibrancy of the 
department.

Goyal, he said, congratulated DGP 
J&K, ADGP Armed and IGP Traffic for 
supervising and conducting the event 
in a befitting manner.

Earlier in his welcome address, the 
spokesperson said ADGP Armed SJM 
Gillani said that Jammu and Kashmir 
Armed Police is organising a number 
of sports events and that every passing 
year participation is increasing.

Using Drones
posted a drone video shot in a 
densely populated area of the city, 
highlighting the capabilities of the 
drone to maneuver in the air without 
being noticed.

Drone videos of anti-militancy op-
erations have surfaced on the social 
media in the past, which have revealed 
the extent of support provided by the 
gadgetry in neutralising the ultras 
while reducing the security forces’ ca-
sualties. (PTI)

Anxiety, Depression
symptoms were associated with age 

above 50 years and those who were 
employed in government set up. These 
findings are in contrast with other 
studies reporting a significant associa-
tion of OCD with younger age.

It found that age and hospital stays 
were factors affecting the rate of de-
pressive symptoms in COVID-19 pa-
tients. “As same as anxiety symptoms, 
patients aged 46–60 years also had a 
higher rate of depressive symptoms. 
The results of this study also showed 
that depressive symptoms were as-
sociated with anxiety symptoms, and 
the stressors that influenced anxiety 
symptoms increased the possibility 
of depressive symptoms, including fi-
nancial burden and family responsi-
bilities,” it added.

“Our data support the proposal that 
public health advice during pandem-
ics should incorporate mental health 
wellness campaigns aiming to reduce 
the psychological impact of pandem-
ics. Cognitive behaviour therapy and 
interpersonal therapy need to be 
explored as part of overall mental 
health-care package intervention,” the 
study said—(KNO)

Woman Officer
Syed Farooq, JKAS, Assistant 

Commissioner (Development) 
Srinagar to hold the charge of Assistant 
Commissioner (Panchayat) Srinagar 
till further orders.
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Jammu division and 2433 in the 

Valley, as no new fatality was reported 
during the last 24 hours.

“Moreover, 17 more COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 04 from Jammu division and 13 
from Kashmir division,” they added.

Cab Crushes
a police official said that a case has 

been registered for investigations.

If 'Jeep In Pangong Lake-Like' Behaviours 
Continue, Local Community Will Not 
Welcome Tourists: Tourism Secy

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Citing the shocking 
incidence of a group of travellers 
who had driven their car into the 
pristine Pangong Lake in Ladakh, 
Union Tourism Secretary Arvind 
Singh on Friday said unless 
sustainability and environ-
ment-sensitive behaviours are 
practised by visitors, local com-
munities would ”not welcome 
tourists in the future”.

During a panel discussion on 
”Policy Recipe book for India 
@100” here, he also said that 
”green and sustainable tourism” 
is one of the priorities in the 
new National Tourism Policy 
being formulated, which is in 
the ”final stages”.

A few months ago, an undated 
video showing a group of tour-
ists driving their car through 
the fragile waterbody in Leh 
had gone viral on the internet, 
drawing sharp reactions from 
netizens, many of whom had 
demanded action against them.

The lake, known for its almost 
crystal clear water, was popula-
rised by the Bollywood film ”3 
Idiots”. Parts of the movie were 
shot at the beautiful natural site. 
The lake, known for its almost crys-
tal clear water, was popularised by 
the Bollywood film ”3 Idiots”.

The Union tourism secretary 
also spoke of ’revenge tourism’ 
and how it led to rise in demand, 
as also on how tourists had rushed 
in large numbers to the hills dur-
ing the last summer when the 
mercury in the plains had soared.

Revenge travel or revenge tour-
ism refers to the phenomenon 
wherein people travel to break 
free from the mundane life in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the lockdowns that ensued.

It also stems from circum-
stance that has been described 
by some as ”lockdown fatigue” or 
exhaustion that follow due to it. 
Revenge travel or revenge tour-
ism refers to the phenomenon 
wherein people travel to break 
free from the mundane life in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the lockdowns that ensued.

”I do not see a problem as 
far as the speed and scale is 

concerned… and policy tweaks 
will be required, like access to 
credit, and flow of credit will 
have to be facilitated, but what 
is important is the question 
of sustainability. The concept 
of carrying capacity in certain 
parts of the country is being 
ignored,” Singh said in re-
sponse to a question during the 
interaction.

”We saw it in the summers 
in the plain, everybody running 
to the hills. There were a lot of 
anecdotal stories about short-
age of rooms, taxis and others 
things that happened,” he said.

So, going ahead, the issue of 
carrying capacity, and the issue 
of our destinations becoming 
sustainable, not only in terms of 
policy-making, but also on part 
of the practitioners, the tourists 
and the local community is very 
important, the secretary said.

”Because, unless there is sus-
tainability, the community is go-
ing to start to hate tourists who 
are coming. You have seen the ex-
ample of somebody driving a jeep 
in the Pangong Lake. So, if you 
continue with this kind of behav-
iour, obviously the local commu-
nity is not going to welcome tour-
ists in the future,” Singh cautioned 
and, added, ”we are definitely set 
for growth (in the sector), but that 
has to be sustainable”.

During the interactive session 
organised by the Public Affairs 
Forum of India (PAFI), the top of-
ficial of the Ministry of Tourism 
also said that till recent times, 
the environment in Kashmir was 
”not very conducive, but I was 
there few weeks ago, and talking 
to people in the private sector, 
and they were all very positive”.

A 500-room hotel by a lead-
ing hotel chain is coming up at 
Pehalgam in Jammu and Kashmir, 
and a leading hotel chain is open-
ing a number of hotels in Jammu 
and Kashmir, he added.

The tourism sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir had taken a severe 
hit in 2019 and beyond due to 
changing political atmosphere in 
the erstwhile state, which was bi-
furcated into two Union territories 
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh 
after abrogation of Article 370.

It was on August 5, 2019 
when the Centre had ended the 
special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir and restrictions im-
posed in the region that had se-
verely impacted tourism there.

Union minister G Kishan 
Reddy, on August 4, had said 
Jammu and Kashmir registered 
a ”record footfall” of tourists at 
airports and sightseeing places 
in the last several months due to 
”transformative initiatives” of the 
Narendra Modi government such 
as the abrogation of Article 370.

The Union tourism secretary 
also spoke of investments hap-
pening on varying scales in the 
tourism sector in the northeast. 
”Also, two islands in Lakshwadeep 
have been awarded to a leading 
hotel group to develop resorts 
there, and certain investments 
are also coming in Diu,” he added.

On the new National Tourism 
Policy, he said it envisions ”what 
kind of tourism we want to give 
in the future and has five prior-
ity areas”. ”First, tourism should 
be green and sustainable. There 
should be more digital penetra-
tion, we rank low in this at present, 
and more skilling has to be there. 
MSME is also our priority area and 
the role of the private sector, as its 
our main investor,” Singh said.

The Union tourism secretary 
also said that a group of sec-
retaries are ”working on pre-
senting a vision for the future, 
within sectors, with targets for 
the next 25 years”. Officials said 
the meeting for the tourism sec-
tor is expected to be held next 
week when it will be presented 
to the Council of Ministers. The 
last national tourism policy was 
formulated in 2002.

The last national tourism 
policy was formulated in 2002. 
The National Tourism Policy 
has been drafted with a holis-
tic vision and strategy to revive 
India’s tourism sector and tar-
gets to achieve USD 1 trillion by 
the sector in 2047, the tourism 
ministry had recently said.

Singh said, ”In this period, we 
also wish to see number of arriv-
als of international tourists rise 
from 20 million (pre-Covid period 
in 2019) to 100 million in 2047.”

Muslim Scholars' Body 
Comes Out Against 
Recommendations For Changes 
In School Timing In Kerala
Press Trust of India

Thiruvananthapuram: As 
media reports surfaced that a 
government-appointed panel 
proposed changes in the existing 
school timings in Kerala, a prom-
inent outfit of Muslim scholars 
in the state on Friday came out 
against the recommendations 
saying this would adversely im-
pact the madrassa studies of the 
community children.

Samastha Kerala Jem-
iyyathul Ulama, generally 
known as Samastha which is an 
association of Sunni scholars, 
expressed doubt whether the 
move was intended to discour-
age religious studies and said it 
was not acceptable at any cost.

A senior Samastha leader 
said though Communism is 
rooted on the atheistic ideol-
ogy, the Left government in 
the state could not bring it 
as their policy and they can 
move ahead after accepting 
and taking everyone together.

"The change in the existing 
school timings will definitely 
affect the madrassa studies. 
Only a limited time, from 7 am 
to 8.30 am, is available for re-
ligious studies even now," the 
Samastha leader Abdussamad 
Pookkottur said.

"If the new time sched-
ule is implemented, children 
won't get any time to devote to 

madrassas. That's why the reli-
gious outfits are strongly oppos-
ing this move," Pookkottur said.

The sharp reaction came 
a day after the M A Khader 
committee on school educa-
tion submitted its report to 
the state government report-
edly with recommendations 
to change the school timings 
from 8 am to 1 pm.

Expressing doubt whether 
the changes were proposed 
by the people who wanted to 
"destroy the religious beliefs 
with an intention to promote 
the negation of religion", the 
Samastha leader said the schol-
ars had already conveyed their 
concerns to Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan in this regard.

The top leaders of Samastha 
would formally request the 
government to reject the rec-
ommendations soon, he said.

"When the suggestion for 
change in school timing comes in 
front of the government as a rec-
ommendation by a panel, natu-
rally there are chances for it to get 
accepted. That's why we are ask-
ing the government in advance 
to reject it," Pookkottur, also a 
top office-bearer of the Sunni 
Yuvajan Sangham (SYS), said.

The second part of the 
Khader committee report, 
which focuses on academic 
matters, was handed over to 
the government on Thursday.

Meet Political Leaders More 
Often From All Sides: Ex-Vice 
President Naidu To PM Modi

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: Former vice presi-
dent M Venkaiah Naidu on 
Friday said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi should more 
often meet political leadership 
from all sides which may help 
clear some "misunderstand-
ings" opposition parties might 
have about his methods.

Naidu, speaking at the launch 
of a book on the prime minis-
ter's speeches, lauded him for 
achievements across diverse 
sectors such as healthcare, for-
eign policy, technology, and as-
serted the world was now rec-
ognising the rise of India.

"India is now a force to 
reckon with, its voice is now 
heard across the world. In 
such a short span, it is not an 
ordinary thing. This is because 
of his actions, because of the 
guidance he is giving to the 
people and because of progress 
that India is making, Naidu said 
after releasing the book titled 
"Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas 
Sabka Vishwas Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Speaks (May 
2019-May 2020)".

Kerala Governor Arif 
Mohammad Khan, Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur and I&B 
Secretary Apurva Chandra were 
also present at the function.

Naidu said that despite the 
prime minister's achievements, 
some sections still have some 
reservations about his methods 
"because of some misunder-
standings, maybe out of some 
political compulsions".

"Over a period of time these 
misunderstandings will also 
be cleared. The prime minister 
should also often meet more 

and more sections of the politi-
cal leadership this side and that 
side," the former vice president 
said.

At the same time, Naidu said 
political parties should also 
keep an open mind and respect 
the mandate of the people.

"They must also be open-
minded .. you all should also 
understand that you are rivals 
not enemies. All parties must 
respect each other, the institu-
tion of the prime minister, in-
stitution of the president, insti-
tution of the chief minister. All 
institutions should be respect-
ed that has to be kept in mind 
by one and all," Naidu said.

Khan lauded the prime min-
ister for enacting a law to ban 
the practice of triple talaq 
among Muslims.

He said even first prime 
minister Jawaharlal Nehru had 
said his biggest regret was that 
he could not make laws to al-
leviate the problems faced by 
Muslim women.

"Nehru could not take the 
bold decision to deliver justice 
to Muslim women. Modi dared 
to do it. We will understand 
the importance of this decision 
only decades later, Khan said.

Thakur said the book, 
brought out by the Publications 
Division, focuses on 86 speech-
es of the prime minister on 
various subjects.

It is divided into 10 thematic 
areas Aatmanirbhar Bharat: 
Economy, People-First Governance, 
Fight Against COVID-19, Emerging 
India: Foreign Affairs, Jai Kisan, 
Tech India-New India, Green India-
Resilient India-Clean India, Fit 
India-Efficient India, Eternal India-
Modern India: Cultural Heritage, 
and Mann ki Baat.

BJP Leader's Son Arrested For 
Killing Receptionist At His 
Resort In Uttarakhand

Press Trust of India

Pauri : A BJP leader's son who 
owns a resort in Yamkeshwar 
block of Pauri district and his 
two employees were arrested 
on Friday allegedly for killing a 
19-year-old girl who had been 
missing for the last few days, 
police said.

The girl worked as a recep-
tionist at the resort.

Pulkit Arya is the son of 
Vinod Arya, a BJP leader from 
Haridwar, and a former chair-
man of Uttarakhand Mati Kala 
Board. Vinod Arya has been 
granted a state minister's 
rank but holds no post in the 
government.

Pulkit Arya, the resort owner, 
manager Saurabh Bhaskar, and 
assistant manager Ankit Gupta 
were arrested after they con-
fessed to have killed the miss-
ing girl and thrown her body 
into the Cheela Canal, Pauri 
Additional Superintendent of 
Police Shekhar Chandra Suyal 
told PTI.

Initially, they tried to mis-
lead the police, but when inter-
rogated sternly they confessed 
to the crime, the ASP said.

A team has been sent to 
search for the girl's body in the 
canal, he said, adding the case 
was cracked within 24 hours of 
being transferred from the rev-
enue police to regular police.

INDIA IS NOW A FORCE TO 
RECKON WITH, ITS VOICE IS NOW 
HEARD ACROSS THE WORLD. In 

such a short span, it is not an ordinary thing. 
This is because of his actions, because of 
the guidance he is giving to the people and 
because of progress that India is making,
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THREE-YEAR-OLD NABI ARHAM KHAN races in J&K Police’s ‘Pedal For 
Peace’ cycle race on Friday, September 23. Arham was the youngest participant 
in the race that saw over 2200 cyclists from varied categories compete. The 
participants were flagged off by ADGP Armed J&K SJM Gillani from Lalit Ghat, 
Police Golf Course, Srinagar.

KO Photo By Abid Bhat.

KASHMIR OBSERVER

‘Pedal For Peace’ Sees Huge 
Participation; Here’s The Winners’ List

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Police on Friday 
organised its ‘Pedal For Peace’ 
Cycle Race, which saw a massive 
participation of 2264 profession-
al and non-professional cyclists.

Director General of Police J&K 
Dilbag Singh and Financial Com-
missioner (Additional Chief Sec-
retary) Home Department J&K, 
R K Goyal graced the occasion 
at the Flag In presentation cer-
emony.

Speaking on the occasion the 
DGP expressed his gratitude 
to the senior officers of Police, 
Civil administration, people and 
above all the participants for 
making today's event a grand 
success and bigger as compared 
to its previous seasons.

Addressing cyclists the DGP 
said that every pedal you do is 
changing the scenario of Jam-
mu and Kashmir towards a new 
milestone of a more peaceful en-
vironment.

R K Goyal speaking on the oc-
casion said the events of J&K Po-

lice always have a special charm 
and depict the vibrancy of the 
department. He congratulated 
DGP J&K, ADGP Armed and IGP 
Traffic for supervising and con-
ducting the event in a befitting 
manner.

Here’s a list of all the winners:
Senior Men above 17 years 

(ATB) Professional cyclists 1st 
prize was bagged by Suhaib Ul 
Mehraj of Srinagar Chest No.16 
₹50,000, 2nd by Zamin Hassan 
Mirza of Srinagar Chest No.01 
₹30,000, 3rd by Ameer Shafi of 
Srinagar Chest No.17 ₹25,000.

Winners among Senior Men 
above 17 years (MTB) cyclists 1st 
Dr. Akbar Khan of Budgam Chest 
No.227 ₹30,000, 2nd Adnan 
Bashir of Sopore Chest No.405 
₹25,000, 3rd Anish Dubey of 
Jammu Chest No.498 ₹20,000.

Winners among Girls above 
14 years (MTB) cyclists 1st Pri-
yanka of Haryana Chest No. 840 
₹30,000, 2nd Sara of Srinagar 
Chest No. 808 ₹25,000, 3rd 
Zoobiya Tariq of Srinagar Chest 
No. 833 ₹20,000.

Winners among Junior (Boys) 
U/17 years (MTB) cyclists 1st Ja-
hangir Anger of Budgam Chest 
No. 728 ₹20,000, 2nd Mir Bahjiat 
Nawaz of Lal Bazar Chest No. 665 
₹15,000, 3rd Parvez Ahmad of 
Budgam Chest No. 523 ₹10,000.

Winners among Sub Junior 
(Boys) U/14 years (MTB) cy-
clists 1st Arfat Bashir of Baram-
ulla Chest No. 1011 ₹15,000, 2nd 
Ikhlak Hussain of Budgam Chest 
No. 1102 ₹10,000, 3rd Wasif Ah-
mad of Srinagar Chest No. 1178 
₹5,000.

Winners among Sub Junior 
(Girls) U/14 years (MTB) cyclists 
1st Yummna Parvaiz of Sgr. Chest 
No. 1551 ₹15,000/-, 2nd Nabila 
Khan of Sgr. Chest No. 1587 
₹10,000/-, 3rd Nawreen Zahoor 
of Ganderbal Chest No. 1575 
₹5,000.

Winners among Veteran (Men) 
above 40 years (MTB) cyclists 1st 
Mohd Amin of Sgr. Chest No.1728 
₹5000, 2nd Dr. Sheikh Tariq 
of Lalbazar Sgr. Chest No.1710 
₹4,000, 3rd Shabir Ahmad of Sgr. 
Chest No.1726 ₹3,000.

Tennis Match Sees Protester Set 
Arm On Fire On Court

Agencies

A man ran on to the court 
in London’s O2 Arena and 
set his arm on fire on Fri-

day to protest the use of private 
jets in Britain, briefly halting 
the Laver Cup meeting between 
Stefanos Tsitsipas and Diego 
Schwartzman.

Security personnel acted 
quickly to drag the man off 
the court before play re-
sumed following a quick 
check of the surface which 
was not damaged during the 
bizarre incident.

British media reported that 
the protestor was a member of 
the End UK Private Jets group, 
which claims “carbon emis-
sions in 2022 are genocide.”

Tsitsipas went on to win the 
match 6-2 6-1 to give Team 
Europe a 2-0 lead over the 
Rest Of The World in the com-
petition after Casper Ruud 
had earlier beaten Jack Sock 
6-4 5-7 10-7.

Swiss great Roger Federer is 
due to take to the court later in 
the day for the final match of 
his career, with the 41-year-old 
partnering his great rival Rafa 
Nadal to face the American duo 
of Sock and Frances Tiafoe.

Kashmir Cyclothon 
Enters Day 2

Observer News Service

KULGAM/ANANTNAG: Cyclists 
who were flagged-off on Thursday 
from Royal Springs Golf Course by 
Chief Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar 
Mehta for a 300 km long Kashmir 
Cyclothon passed through tourist 
destinations and villages includ-
ing Tangmarg, Watoo, Manzgam, 
Nihama and Chawalgam reach-
ing Kulgam Town on Friday in the 
morning after a night halt at fa-
mous tourist destination Aharbal.

On reaching District headquar-
ter Kulgam, these cyclists were 
welcomed by the Officers from the 
District Administration and locals.

Later, these cyclists were seen-
off by the Deputy Commissioner 
Kulgam Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat towards Vasaknag spring 
located in Waltengoo Kund from 
where they will continue the mar-
athon with night halt at Kokernag 

tonight. 
All the Cyclist participants of 

Kashmir Cyclothon were encour-
aged by officials, locals, shopkeep-
ers at specified stop overs.

The participants were facilitated 
by the District Administration Kul-
gam,  Tourism and YS&S Depart-
ments during their cross-over via 
Kulgam district.

In Anantnag district, the Kash-
mir Cyclothon entered Qazigund 
before noon, and the enthusiastic 
cyclists visited the famous Verinag 
spring. From there they continued 
their journey to Kokernag where 
they will halt for the night. 

The cyclists will continue from 
Kokernag today, Saturday, and go 
to Achabal to the famous Mughal 
Gardens from where they will 
cross Bijbehara and Sangam to 
enter Pulwama. At Kokernag, ar-
rangements for the night stay of 
the cyclists have been made.

Spring Buds Organises 
Annual Sports Week

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Spring Buds Educa-
tional Institute (SBEI) organised 
an opening ceremony of Annual 
Sports Week under the motto 
“Say No To Drugs, Yes To Life”.

The ceremony was inaugu-
rated by Chairman SBEI at Om-
pura, Budgam and saw a number 

of sporting activities like Tug of 
War, Kho-Kho, Kabaddi, Volley-
ball, etc. The events were held to 
motivate the students towards 
sports activities.

Principal SBEI impressed 
upon the students to take part 
in games to maintain physical 
fitness and to keep away from 
social evils.

Dilip Tirkey Is New 
Hockey India President

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Former India cap-
tain Dilip Tirkey, who was the 
front-runner for the 
post of Hockey India 
president, was elect-
ed unopposed for 
the top job on Friday.

Hockey India elec-
tions were sched-
uled to be held on 
October 1 but the 
results were declared in advance 
as there were no contestants for 
any of the posts, paving the way 
for the incumbent candidates to 
be elected unopposed as per the 
federation's Constitution.

Tirkey was elected after Ut-
tar Pradesh Hockey chief Rakesh 

Katyal and Hockey Jharkhand's 
Bhola Nath Singh, who were in 
the fray for the president's post, 
withdrew their nominations on 

Friday.
Bhola Nath has 

been elected unop-
posed as secretary 
general. The Interna-
tional Hockey Fed-
eration (FIH) has ap-
proved Tirkey and his 
team's appointments.

In a letter, the FIH said that 
when the number of contesting 
candidates for any post is equal 
to or less than the number of 
posts, they shall be deemed to 
have been elected unopposed 
as per election by-laws on the 
Hockey India website.

English FA Charges Ronaldo 
With Improper Conduct

Agencies

LONDON: Manchester United 
forward Cristiano Ronaldo has 
been charged with improper 
conduct by the Football Associa-
tion (FA) for smashing a teenage 
fan's phone to the ground fol-
lowing a defeat at Everton last 
season.

Ronaldo, 37, apologised to the 
14-year-old fan via social media 
after the incident, which took 
place after United's 1-0 defeat at 
Goodison Park in April.

"Cristiano Ronaldo has been 
charged with a breach of FA 
Rule E3 for an incident that took 
place after Manchester United 
FC’s Premier League match 

against Everton FC on Saturday 
9 April 2022," the FA said in a 
statement.

"It is alleged that the forward's 
conduct after the final whistle 
was improper and/or violent."

United said they would sup-
port Ronaldo in his response to 
the charge.

Ronaldo was cautioned by the 
police in August regarding the 
incident.

Video footage appeared to 
show Ronaldo angrily slapping 
the phone out of the boy's hand 
as he walked down the tunnel.

The boy's mother said he had 
been left with a bruised hand 
and that his phone screen had 
been smashed.

New Twist In Paul Pogba 
Extortion Probe

Agencies

PARIS: A police investigation 
into allegations that France foot-
ball star Paul Pogba was targeted 
by extortionists took a bizarre 
new twist Friday with the re-
lease by one of the suspects, his 
elder brother Mathias, of a long 
string of videos taking aim at the 
2018 World Cup winner, his en-
tourage and wealthy lifestyle.

More than 30 videos of Math-
ias Pogba reading face-to-cam-
era from a statement many pag-
es long were posted on Twitter.

It wasn’t clear exactly when 
the videos were filmed. But it 
may have been before Mathias 
Pogba turned himself in for po-
lice questioning last week. He 
has reportedly been held in cus-
tody since.

His lawyer did not immedi-
ately respond to a series of ques-
tions by The Associated Press.

“If you are watching this video 
that will be because my brother 
Paul Pogba has found a way 
to silence me,” Mathias Pogba 
claimed in the first of the se-
ries. “I record this video so that 

whatever happens, everything is 
revealed.”

The words “insurance video, 
held in a safe place” were writ-
ten on top of many of the videos.

Mathias Pogba and four others 
were handed preliminary charg-
es last Saturday and jailed in the 
extortion probe, French prosecu-
tors have said.

In the latest series of record-
ings, Mathias Pogba accused 
his multi-millionaire brother 
of having abandoned members 
of their family, leaving them in 
poverty.

He also claimed that the mid-
fielder mixed with criminals and 
he repeated claims that Paul 
Pogba employed a witch doc-
tor. He did not bring any proof to 
substantiate his accusations.

The videos were also ac-
companied by a series of Twit-
ter posts and a statement ad-
dressed to Paul Pogba. The first 
post in the long thread said it 
had been sent automatically by 
“my bot.”

“That also means that I am no 
longer free,” the message read. 
(AP) 

2nd T20I: India Beat Australia By 6 
Wickets To Level Series 1-1

Press Trust of India

NAGPUR: Skipper Rohit Sharma 
blazed away to an unbeaten 46 as 
India registered a series-levelling 
six-wicket win over Australia in 
the second T20I here on Friday.

Chasing 91, Rohit scored 46 
off 20 balls which included four 
boundaries and as many sixes 
to take India over the line with 
four balls to spare in the rain-
affected game.

Earlier, wicketkeeper Mat-
thew Wade scored an unbeaten 
43 to power Australia to a chal-
lenging 90 for 5.

The match began two-and-a-
half hours after its designated 
time due to a wet outfield and 
was reduced to an eight-over-a-
side contest.

Axar Patel (2/13) bowled a fi-
ery spell, snaring two wickets.

Skipper Aaron Finch, who 
scored a 15-ball 31, and Wade 
(43 off 20) were the top con-

tributors for Australia.
Brief Score:
Australia: 90 for 5 in 8 overs 

(Matthew Wade 43 not out, 

Aaron Finch 31; Axar Patel 2/13) 
India: 92 for 4 in 7.2 overs 

(Rohit Sharma 46 not out; 
Adam Zampa 3/16).
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India Ukraine Returned Medical Students: Working On 

Court’s Suggestions, Centre To Supreme Court
AGENCEIS

The Centre on Friday told the 
Supreme Court that they are 
working on the suggestions 

given by the court to assist medi-
cal students who have returned 
to India from Ukraine in view of 
the war with Russia.

The apex court had on Septem-
ber 16 suggested that the Centre 
assist these medical students by 
creating a web portal giving de-
tails of the foreign universities, 
where they could complete their 
courses as per the government's 
academic mobility programme.

The counsel appearing for the 
Centre told the top court on Fri-
day that they have written to the 
secretaries of the ministries of 
external affairs as well as health 
on the issue.

“In terms of the last order, we 
have written to the secretaries of 
MEA (ministry of external affairs) 
as well as Health. Our instruction 
is that they are on it,” the counsel 
told a bench of Justices Hemant 
Gupta and Sudhanshu Dhulia.

The counsel further said that 
in the last hearing, the apex court 
had indicated that a website can 
be made where information can 
be put so that there is clarity.

“We are on it," the lawyer 
said, adding, “It is taken up with 
utmost priority.” The top court 
posted the matter for hearing on 
October 11.

When one of the advocates said 
that final-year medical students 
can be permitted to take online 

education, the bench observed, 
"We are not saying anything. We 
will pass a comprehensive order".

At the outset, one of the ad-
vocates, appearing for some of 
the students, said several states 
have written to the Centre on 
the issue.

Arguing that around 13,000 
medical students are affected, the 
lawyer said the Centre and the 
National Medical Commission 
should talk to these states.

On September 16, the apex 
court said there should be a 
transparent system and the web 
portal should specify complete 
details of the fees and the number 

of seats available in alternative 
foreign universities from where 
these students could complete 
their courses.

Solicitor General Tushar Meh-
ta, appearing for the Centre, had 
sought time to get instruction 
from the government on the sug-
gestions of the bench.

The top court was hearing a 
batch of petitions filed by stu-
dents, who are undergradu-
ate medical students of first 
to fourth-year batches in their 
respective foreign medical col-
leges/universities. These students 
are primarily seeking transfer to 
medical colleges in India in their 

respective semesters.
The Centre, in its affidavit filed 

last week in the matter, had said 
they (students) cannot be accom-
modated in medical colleges here 
for lack of provisions under the 
law and till now, no permission 
has been given by the National 
Medical Commission (NMC) to 
transfer or accommodate any for-
eign medical students in any In-
dian medical institute/University.

It, however, had said that to aid 
and assist such returnee students 
who could not complete their 
MBBS courses in Ukraine, NMC 
in consultation with the Minis-
try of External Affairs has issued 

a public notice dated September 
6, 2022 (academic mobility pro-
gramme), indicating that NMC 
would accept completion of their 
remaining courses in other coun-
tries (with the approval of parent 
university/Institution in Ukraine).

The government had said that 
after such completion of their re-
maining courses, the certificate, 
of course, completion/degree is 
expected to be issued by the par-
ent institutions in Ukraine.

It had added that in the public 
notice dated September 6, the 
phrase "global mobility" cannot 
be interpreted to mean accom-
modation of these students in 
Indian colleges/Universities, as 
the extant regulations in India do 
not permit migration of students 
from foreign universities to India.

The government had further 
said, "It is humbly submitted 
that in so far as such students are 
concerned, there are no such pro-
visions either under the Indian 
Medical Council Act, 1956 or the 
National Medical Commission 
Act, 2019 as well as the Regula-
tions to accommodate or transfer 
medical students from any for-
eign medical institutes/colleges 
to Indian medical colleges".

The students have relied upon 
the report of the Lok Sabha com-
mittee on external affairs dated 
August 3, by which it had recom-
mended to the ministry of health 
and family welfare to accommo-
date these students in Indian col-
leges/universities as a one-time 
measure.

After 2 Years, Bhutan 
Welcomes Tourists With Honey, 
Turmeric And SIM Cards

AGENCEIS

Twenty-three foreign visitors 
landed in Bhutan on Friday, 
the first to arrive as the 

Himalayan kingdom reopened 
its borders after more than two 
years following the COVID-19 
pandemic, with officials looking 
to tourism to help revive the lo-
cal economy.

Wedged between China and In-
dia, the country known for its nat-
ural beauty and ancient Buddhist 
culture, first opened to wealthy 
tourists in 1974. In March 2020 
it shut its borders to visitors - a 
major source of income - after de-
tecting its first case of COVID-19.

The constitutional monarchy 
of fewer than 800,000 people has 
reported just over 61,000 infec-
tions and only 21 deaths, but the 
$3 billion economy contracted in 
the last two fiscal years, pushing 
more people into poverty.

“Tourism for us is more than 
just revenue,” said Dorji Dhrad-
hul, Director General of the Tour-
ism Council of Bhutan (TCB), af-
ter receiving the first visitors at 
the country's only international 

airport at Paro, near the capital 
city of Thimphu.

He said the tiny country was 
keen to be "very much a part of 
the whole world".

"We feel through tourism we 
can do that ... take advantage of 
their support and goodwill," he 
told Reuters from Bhutan, referring 
to the international community.

Each visitor who arrived 
aboard the first flight from Kath-
mandu in neighbouring Nepal 
was offered small packs of organ-
ic honey, tea, Bhutanese turmeric 
and a local SIM card all in a tote 
bag as a gift, the authorities said.

In July, Bhutan raised its Sus-
tainable Development Fee to 
$200 per visitor per night from 
the $65 it had charged for three 
decades saying it was keen to 
welcome more tourists who 
could spend money.

Officials said the fees would 
be spent on projects like planting 
trees, upskilling tourism work-
ers, maintaining hiking trails, 
reducing reliance on fossil fuels 
and electrifying transportation 
vehicles to offset tourists' carbon 
footprints.
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Mumbai Man Gets Video Call Threatening 
Bomb Blast In Country; FIR Registered

Scientists Engineer Mosquitoes 
That Can't Spread Malaria
AGENCEIS

Scientists have genetically modi-
fied mosquitoes with the ability 
to slow the growth of malaria-

causing parasites in their gut, an 
advance that can help prevent trans-
mission of the disease to humans.

These engineered mosquitoes 
produce compounds which impede 
the growth of malaria-causing 
parasites, which are then unlikely 
to reach the mosquitoes' salivary 
glands and be passed on in a bite 
before the insects die.

Researchers from the Institute 
for Disease Modeling at the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation de-
veloped a model which can assess 
the impact of such modifications if 
used in a variety of African settings.

They found that the modifica-
tion in question could be effective 
even where transmission is high.

While the technique, described 
in a paper published in Science Ad-
vances journal. has been shown to 
dramatically reduce the possibil-
ity of malaria spread in a lab set-
ting, if proven safe and 
effective in real-world 
settings, it could offer a 
powerful new tool to help 
eliminate malaria.

The disease is transmitted be-
tween people through a female 
mosquito after it bites someone 
infected with the malaria parasite. 
The parasite then develops into its 
next stage in the mosquito's gut 
and travels to its salivary glands, 
ready to infect the next person the 
mosquito bites.

However, only around 10 per cent 
of mosquitoes live long enough for 
the parasite to develop far enough 
to be infectious. The team aimed to 
lengthen the odds even further, by 
extending the time it takes for the 
parasite to develop in the gut.

Researchers from the 
Transmission:Zero team at Impe-
rial College London, UK, genetically 
modified the main malaria-carry-
ing species of mosquito in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, Anopheles gambiae, 
such that the mosquito produces 
antimicrobial peptides in its guts, 
when it takes a blood meal.

These peptides impair the ma-
larial parasite's development by 
interfering with the energy metab-

olism of the parasite and also, 
causing the mosquitoes to 
have a shorter lifespan and 

further hampering their 
ability to pass on the 
parasite.

AGENCEIS

The Mumbai police have reg-
istered an offence against un-
identified persons after a man 

in suburban Santacruz allegedly 
received a video call threatening 
about a bomb blast in the country, 
an official said on Friday.

Rafat Hussain, 55, allegedly 
received a video call on Tuesday 
from unidentified persons who 
claimed that they would be carry-
ing out a bomb blast in the coun-

try, he said.
Hussain approached the Santa-

cruz police station and lodged a 
complaint, he said.

An FIR under Sections 505 
(statements conducing to public 
mischief) and 506 (2) (criminal 
intimidation) of the IPC was reg-
istered against unidentified per-
sons, the official said.

The police were verifying the 
mobile number from which the 
man received the threat call, he said, 
adding that a probe is under way.


