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THERE ARE MANY REASONS AND THE MOST 
COMMON ONES ARE FINANCIAL ISSUES and 
domestic issues. We are receiving a lot of distress 

calls on the Sukoon help line where we provide immediate 
counselling. There is a need to plug the growing trend.”

S H O R T  T A K E S

The proceeds of the auction will be utilised for the 
‘Namami Gange’ project 

Bid and own the many mementos 
presented to our Hon'ble Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi

PM MEMENTOS E-AUCTION 
2022 IS UNDERWAY! 

to start bidding 

TO VIEW THE MEMENTOS, VISIT:
National Gallery of Modern Art, Jaipur House, New Delhi

11:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Visit
pmmementos.gov.in 

or
scan the QR code

The auction will be live till 2nd October, 2022
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PDD Reduces AT&C Losses In J&K By 8.5% In Last Three Years Crorepati Cop’s 
Arrest Widens 
Police Probe
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The State Investigation 
Agency of Jammu and Kashmir 
on Wednesday raided several lo-
cations linked to a head consta-
ble arrested on fraud charges to 
ascertain if he was also involved 
in terror financing, officials said.

Mohammad Ramzan, who 
was arrested on Tuesday, has 
16 bank accounts in his name 
with transactions running into 
crores. He was also in touch 
with 10 foreign mobile num-
bers and had procured a fake 
passport, they said.

A team of the State 
Investigation Agency’s (SIA) 
Jammu-wing raided the houses 
of Ramzan and Dubai-based 
Abu Baker in Kulgam and the 
Bhatindi area of Jammu city, re-
spectively, the officials said.

The searches are underway.
“We are investigating to see if 

he (Ramzan) was also involved 
in terror funding as he has a 
number of accounts with trans-
actions running into crores,” an 
official said.

Denying bail to Ramzan on 
Tuesday, a local court observed 
that the police report about his 
16 bank accounts with transac-
tions of around Rs 6 crore and 
his contact with 10 foreign mo-
bile numbers pointed towards 
the seriousness of the matter.

The police investigation has 
also revealed that Ramzan had 
visited many parts of the coun-
try, including Mumbai, Uttar 
Pradesh and Goa. He used nu-
merous mobile applications and 
VPN (virtual private network) 
for communication purposes.

The SIA also More on P10

‘Truth and Non-Violence’

LG Orders Essay Competitions, 
Debates In Edu Institutions

‘Assembly Poll Preparation 
In J&K Afoot’: Karra

Rubaiya Abduction Case

Court Orders Yasin’s 
Physical Production 
On Oct 20

Suicides, Life Ending Bids 
Rose In J&K Post-Covid: SDRF

SSB Constable 
Slips To Death

A Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 
personnel died on Wednesday 
after falling off a building in 

Pandrethan area of Srinagar, officials 
said here on Wednesday.
Constable Anuj Kumar of SSB 151 
Battalion suffered critical injuries 
after falling from the building at 
Geology and Mining department 
in Pandrethan area of the city, 
reports said. Kumar was removed 
by his colleagues to the hospital for 
treatment. However, More on P10

J&K Adds 20 New 
Corona Cases

Jammu and Kashmir registered 20 
fresh cases of novel Coronavirus 
on Wednesday while no new 

fatality was reported from the Union 
Territory during the last 24 hours.
Kashmir Valley detected 11 new 
cases of Covid-19, while the 
remaining nine were reported from 

Jammu division, taking the 
total number of people 
infected since the onset 

of pandemic in J&K to 
478992, officials said.
In the Valley, they said, 
Kupwara detected the 

highest four new cases of 
virus, Srinagar and Budgam 
3 each and Pulwama one. 

The remaining six districts of 
Baramulla, More on P10

SMC Sacks 
Media Coordinator

The Jammu and Kashmir 
government has terminated the 
services of Masrat Yousuf as 

media assistant to Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation (SMC).
According to an Order, a copy of 
which lies with Kashmir Observer 
reads that Yousuf was engaged 
on consolidated wages as Media 
Assistant in SMC for a period of 06 
months in the year 2011 subject to 
the condition that “engagement shall 
be purely on temporary basis and 
terminable at any time”
The SMC then extended the services 
of Yousuf for six months in 2012 on 
similar terms and conditions.
However, SMC said it has posted 
Idrees Aqail, a regular government 
employee, as public More on P10

Zaid Bin Shabir

Srinagar: The power develop-
ment department has managed 
to reduce Aggregate Technical 
and Commercial (AT&C) losses 
by 8.5 percent in the last three 
years, as per the exclusive data 
accessed by Kashmir Observer.

The concerted efforts of 
Kashmir Power Distribution 
Corporation Limited (KPDCL) 
have visibly proved effective as 
the state-run power corpora-
tion witnessed one of the lowest 
losses in the past several years.

The company is working to fur-
ther bring down the distribution 

losses in the coming months 
through a multi-pronged strategy 
that, as per officials, may trans-
form the valley's power sys-
tem and help in becoming 
one of the best state-owned 
power corporations in the 
country.

As per the data, 
a copy of which 
lies with Kashmir 
Observer, the ac-
cumulated AT&C 
loss—calculated at 
33 Kilovolt(KV) level—
for 2019-20 financial 
year stood at 74.08 per cent. 
However, in the financial year 

2021-22, the AT&C 
loss saw a significant 

decrease and settled at 
65.58 percent. The KPDCL 

officials have cited checks on 
electricity theft on a large scale 

as the main reason for the sharp 
decline in AT&C losses.

Aggregate technical and com-
mercial (AT&C) losses are a com-
bination of energy loss primarily 
consisting of technical loss, theft 

and inefficiency in billing and 
commercial loss which is major-
ly made up of default in payment 
and inefficiency in collection.

Besides this, KPDCL has also 
managed to bring down the DT 
Damage rate in the last three 
years. As per the data, the DT 
damage rate in the financial 
year 2019-20 was 34.68 percent 
which witnessed a cumulative 
decline in the financial year 
2021-22, reducing the DT dam-
age rate to 33.94 percent. The 
exclusive data sheds light on the 
effectiveness of the newly intro-
duced engineering techniques, 
technical upgradation and 

power enhancement projects 
taken up by KPDCL since 2019.

While, until 2019, the offi-
cials at the Power Development 
Department(PDD) were accus-
tomed to supply electricity with 
long curtailment hours, both 
in Summer and Winter, due to 
scores of reasons, one of the pri-
mary reported reason being the 
lower than capacity generation by 
the local hydel plants, the latest 
financial year shows a positive re-
vamp in the power supply hours.

According to the data, the total 
hours of electricity supplied in 
the financial year 2019-20 was 
19-20 hours in More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Senior Congress leader 
Tariq Hameed Karra on Wednesday 
hinted at assembly polls in Jammu 
and Kashmir before the end of the 
year claiming truck-loads of election-
related material, including EVMs, 
have arrived in Jammu.

“Reportedly 150 Truck Loads 
of election material that includes 
EVMs & other election related sta-
tionary has reached Jammu which 
was downloaded & stored in the 
Civil Secretariat during night time,” 
Karra tweeted.

“Seems ECI gearing up for a sur-
prise regarding holding elections 
in J&K,” the Congress Working 
Committee member added.

The process of publishing 

updated electoral rolls in Jammu 
and Kashmir is currently under pro-
cess and the exercise is scheduled to 
be completed by November 25.

Asks DCs To Ensure 
Timely Redressal 
Of Complaints
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
on Wednesday passed directions for 
organizing debates and essay writing 
competitions on the theme of "Truth 
and Non-Violence" in educational in-
stitutions across the Union Territory.

Sinha passed these directions after 
interacting with randomly selected 
applicants of JK-IGRAMS through 
virtual mode during the "LG’s 
Mulaqaat- Live Public Grievance 
Hearing" at Civil Secretariat here, an 
official spokesperson said.

The LG, he said, also directed the 
Deputy Commissioners to monitor 
the functioning of subordinate of-
fices to ensure timely redressal of 
complaints and speedy and efficient 
delivery of services.

“Ensure fairness, objective-
ness and speed with transparent 

mechanisms to address public griev-
ances. Digitization of revenue re-
cords should be completed as soon 
as possible,” the LG added.

Earlier, the spokesperson said that 
during the programme, the LG is-
sued on-spot direction for posting of 
a Headmaster at Government High 
School Manota (Marmat), Doda, im-
mediately resolving the grievance of 
Ikhlaq Wani, a resident of Doda.

Similarly, he said, responding to 
the grievance of Daya Krishan from 

Jammu regarding the installation 
of an ATM Machine at Purkhoo, the 
concerned Bank officials apprised 
the Chair that the ATM will be in-
stalled soon as the process of identi-
fying premises is on.

“On the complaint of overloading 
in school buses at Poonch by Toseef 
Ali, the Lt Governor directed Deputy 
Commissioner Poonch to conduct 
regular checking of overloading in 
public transport vehicles and take ac-
tion against those responsible for the 
same,” the spokesperson said.

Addressing the grievance of 
Khurshid Ahmad from Pulwama re-
garding the closure of junction on 
NH at Galander Heights, he said, the 
Principal Secretary PWD R&B apprised 
the LG that alternate arrangements 
have been made and process for a 
viable permanent solution has been 
initiated with concerned authorities.

 “A complainant, Owais Khurshid 
from Bandipora apprised the Lt 
Governor that his grievance regard-
ing the non-availability of Sumo 
Service on Dawar to Bandipora route 
has been resolved after reporting it 
on the JK-IGRAMS More on P10

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: A special court here on 
Wednesday asked the CBI to physically 
produce before it JKLF chief Yasin Malik, 
who is lodged in Delhi's Tihar Jail, on 
October 20 in connection with the 1989 
kidnapping of Rubaiya Sayeed, daughter 
of the then Union home minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed.

The special court issued the production 
warrant to the CBI for cross-examining 
witnesses in the case.

Monika Kohli, the standing counsel 
for the CBI, said the court issued the 
production warrant despite an objection 
by the agency on the ground that there 
are specific directions of the High Court 
that all accused be presented through 
video conference.

Rubaiya Sayeed was present in the 
court during the hearing, and told it she 
never looked back to the horrific inci-
dent as she tried to live a normal life.

JKLF chief Malik, who is one of the ac-
cused in the case, More on P10

IN LAST THREE YEARS, SOME OF OUR 
MAJOR INITIATIVES WHICH HAVE 
HELPED to bring down losses and enhance 

power supply include reconfigured networks, 
installation of new transformers in the length 

where loads are higher, and replacement of old 
lines with high efficiency conducts,” 

Reportedly 150 
Truck Loads of 

election material that 
includes EVMs & other election 
related stationary has reached 
Jammu which was downloaded 
& stored in the Civil Secretariat 
during night time.” 

TARIQ HAMEED
@tariqkarra

Agencies

Srinagar: Post Covid-19 pandem-
ic, Kashmir has witnessed a huge 
spurt in the suicide attempts and 
suicides as figures reveal that 
since February 2021, the Valley 
witnessed 365 suicide attempts 
while 127 persons died after tak-
ing extreme step.

The data prepared by the SDRF 
suggest that from February 2021 
onwards, 365 attempts of sui-
cides were recorded while as 127 
persons died after committing 
the suicide. “238 survived after 
taking extreme steps,” the fig-
ures reveal.

The data states that district 
Budgam reported highest num-
ber of attempt to suicides at 72 
followed by district Baramulla at 
61. “Similarly, Anantnag district 

recorded 55 suicide attempts 
and Kupwara 51. Bandipora saw 
34 suicide attempts, followed by 
19 in Shopian and 15 in Pulwama. 
District Kulgam recorded 25 sui-
cide bids and Srinagar 17,” the 
figures revealed, adding that that 
in total, 365 suicide attempts 
were recorded from February 
2021 to date.

The figures disclosed that 127 
people died after taking extreme 
steps that includes 17 in Srinagar, 11 
in Ganderbal, 8 in  More on P10



DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT 
NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Altaf Hussain Ganaie S/o Mohammad Baqir Ganaie have lost wal-
let alongwith my Driving License under D.L. No JK01 20170001832 
while travelling from Srinagar to Pattan, Baramullah. Now I have 
to apply for the Duplicate of the same. If anyone has any kind of 
objection related to this, he/she may report to RTO Srinagar with-
in 7 days after that no objection will be entertained
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SHER-E- KASHMIR 

UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY OF KASHMIR

 Shalimar, Srinagar- 190025
email:registrar@skuastkashmir.ac.in

Phone/Fax:0194-2461271
Subject: Selection/ Admission to various Undergraduate Degree Programmes for Academic   Session – 2022 Verification/ Screening of documents/ 
credentials reg.      

NOTICE
Consequent upon declaration of Merit List of the candidates, who had appeared in UET (UG) - 2022 of SKUAST-Kashmir held on 21-08-2022, it is noti-
fied upon the concerned candidates only  to physically report at Main Campus, Shalimar from 10.00 a.m as per the following Schedule;  

Date Points Obtained in UET (UG) 
-2022

Overall Rank Stream Category Venue

 24-09-2022
(Saturday)

117   to 80 01 to 998 PCB/

PCM

Open/ All Other 
Reserved Categories

Designated Window 01 to 04 of   
Academic Section (Adjacent to 
Directorate of Planning) 26-09-2022

(Monday)
79    to  70 999 to 1757

 27-09-2022
(Tues day)

69   to  60 1758 to 2892

The concerned candidates must bring with them the following documents for verification of credentials to determine their eligibility; 
A) Duly filled in Document Verification Form 
B) Original & Xerox copies;
1. Matriculation Certificate (D.O.B)
2. Marks Sheet of qualifying (10+2) examination 
3. Character Certificate from the Institution last attended
4. Reserved Category Certificate (if any) issued by the competent authority
5. Domicile Certificate issued by the competent authority
6. Recent Pass port size photographs (04 Nos)
In case a candidate under any extreme circumstances is not able to present himself/herself in person for Document Verification on the above scheduled 
date, he/she may depute a bonafide representative alongwith duly filled in Authority Form. 
Specimen of Document Verification Form and Authority Letter for candidate’s/Representative is available on University Official website: www.skuast-
kashmir.ac.in  
Note: Physical presentation of a candidate or presentation of his/her authorised representative, as the case may be, shall not confer upon the candi-
date right to calling for Counselling or Selection. 
The candidates reporting for Verification/Screening of documents must observe COVID-19 appropriate behaviour/ SOPs issued by the Government 
from time to time.
By Order
                                                                                                                                                                 Sd/-
                                                                                                                                        (Prof. T.H. Masoodi)
                                                                                                                                                  Registrar 
No. AU/Acad/UET-2022 /5750-5800  Dated: 21 - 09 – 2022

CBC-36202/12/0010/2223

Heart Attack Most Common Cause Of 
Cardiac Arrest, Says Health Expert
New Delhi: Hours after come-

dian Raju Srivastav's death on 
Wednesday, the top health 
expert at Fortis Escorts said 

that heart attack is the most common 
cause of Cardiac arrest in people.
"Cardiac arrest means sudden stop-
page of the heartbeat. There are 
several causes of cardiac arrest. The 
most common cause of cardiac arrest 
is a heart attack, where specific block-
age of the coronary arteries supplying 
blood to the heart may get blocked due 
to acute clot formation and underly-
ing cholesterol plaque," said Dr Atul 
Mathur, Executive Director of Inter-
ventional Cardiology and Chief of Cath 
Lab at the Fortis Escorts in the national 
capital told ANI.
"It is possible that sometimes cholester-
ol plaque does not necessarily narrow 
the artery severely, but rather 20-30-40 
per cent it can rupture due to extreme 
stress or unusual exercise. Thus, the 
rupturing of this plaque will lead to 
blood formation in the body leading to 
a heart attack. And this heart attack has 

a 50% chance of causing a cardiac arrest 
in any person", he added.
Comedian Raju Srivastava (58) was 
admitted to AIIMS Delhi on August 
10 after he suffered a cardiac arrest 
while working out in a gym. Since then 

he was hooked up to a ventilator and 
never regained consciousness.
Srivastava took his last breath at 10:20 
am today.
On August 25 Raju Shrivastava's family 
said that he had shown minor im-

provement during the treatment but 
he was continuously on ventilator sup-
port and under observation.
The comedian died after 41 days of 
hospitalization at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) here. 
Raju was admitted to the hospital on 
August 10 after he experienced chest 
pain and collapsed while working out 
at a gym.
For over a month after Raju Srivastava 
was admitted to the hospital, he was 
on a ventilator.
Srivastava was in the entertainment 
industry since the 1980s and shot to 
fame after participating in the first 
season of the reality stand-up comedy 
show The Great Indian Laughter Chal-
lenge in 2005.
He has also appeared in supporting 
roles in Hindi films such as 'Maine 
Pyar Kiya', 'Baazigar', the remake of 
Bombay to Goa and 'Aamdani Atthani 
Kharcha Rupaiya'. Before his death, he 
was the chairman of the Film Develop-
ment Council Uttar Pradesh.

Agencies

Mars Is Real Mighty 
In 1St James Webb 
Observations Of Red Planet
IANS

NASAs James Webb Space Telescope has 
captured its first images and spectra of 
Mars that show a region of the planets 
eastern hemisphere at two different 

wavelengths, or colours of infrared light.
Whereas the images show differences in bright-
ness integrated over a large number of wave-
lengths from place to place across the planet at a 
particular day and time, the spectrum shows the 
subtle variations in brightness between hundreds 
of different wavelengths representative of the 
planet as a whole.
Astronomers will analyse the features of the spec-
trum to gather additional information about the 
surface and atmosphere of the planet, said NASA.
Principal investigator Geronimo Villanueva of 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center and his team 
released Webb’s first near-infrared spectrum of 
Mars, demonstrating Webb’s power to study the 
Red Planet with spectroscopy.
Since it is so close, the Red Planet is one of the 
brightest objects in the night sky in terms of both 
visible light (which human eyes can see) and the 
infrared light that Webb is designed to detect.
This poses special challenges to the observatory, 
which was built to detect the extremely faint 
light of the most distant galaxies in the universe.
Webb’s instruments are so sensitive that without 
special observing techniques, the bright infrared 
light from Mars is blinding, causing a phenom-
enon known as “detector saturation,” said NASA.
Astronomers adjusted for Mars’ extreme bright-
ness by using very short exposures, measuring 
only some of the light that hit the detectors, and 
applying special data analysis techniques.
In the future, the Mars team will use this imaging 
and spectroscopic data to explore regional differ-
ences across the planet, and to search for trace 
gases in the atmosphere, including methane and 
hydrogen chloride.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives
Villager Sells Daughter 
For Rs 25,000
Police Hunting For Father, Four Accomplices
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR-  A sensational case of a villager selling his 
daughter for Rs 25,000 has come to light in the Hilmat-
pora area of Kupwara. The police has registered a case 
against five persons. 

Reports said that one Muhammad Shafi Khan sold his 
daughter, Shafaqat Akhtar, a student of class 10, to a soldier of 
the Territorial Army, Abdul Hameed Khan, for Rs 25,000 and 
later married her off to him.

 Locals said that the minor girl had refused the marriage 
and fled her home to save herself and taken refuge with a neigh-
bour, Ali Muhammad Khan.

 According to locals, when Shafi and his "son-in-law" learnt 
that Shafaqat was hiding with their neighbour, they raided the 
house, ransacked the premises and pulled the hair of the fugi-
tive, tearing off her clothes.

 Beating up Ali Muhammad's family, they took the girl 
along with themselves. 

Kupwara police was later informed of the incident, and a 
police party arrived on the scene, but by then the culprits had 
fled.

The police registered a case under sections 336, 342, and 452 
of the RPC, and launched a hunt for Shafi, Muhammad Amin 
Khan, Muhammad Yaqoub Khan, Muhammad Ashraf Khan and 
Muhammad Akbar Khan.

Superintendent of police for Kupwara, Vijay Kumar, Said 
that the police went into action swiftly, but all the accused had 
obtained anticipatory bail from the sessions court. “The police, 
however, is striving to arrest them and produce charges against 
them in the court," he said.

  (Kashmir Observer, September 22, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :54

ZUHR 12:24

ASR 4:47

Magrib 6:34
ISHA 7: 54

•	 1913 -  Turkey and Bulgaria sign peace treaty in 
Constantinople

•	 1922  - US President Warren G. Harding signs a 
joint resolution of approval to establish a Jewish 
homeland in Palestine

•	 1938  - Winston Churchill condemns Hitler's an-
nexation of Czechoslovakia

•	 1943  - -Soviet 13th/61st Army reconquer Chy-
ernigov

•	 1955 -  Last allied occupying troops leave Austria
•	 1964  - Malta becomes independent from the 

United Kingdom.
•	 1970 -  Soviet space probe Luna 16 leaves the 

Moon
•	 1979  - Stephen Jay Gould and Richard Lewontin 

publish influential paper (cited more than 4,000 
times) "The Spandrels of San Marco and the pan-
glossian paradigm", introducing idea of "span-
drels" into evolutionary biology

•	 1982  - STS-5 vehicle moves to launch pad
•	 1983 -  US performs nuclear test at Nevada Test Site
•	 1984  - NASA launches Galaxy-C
•	 1990  - Reports that US refinery problems will 

lead to a loss in capacity and aggressive remarks 
by Saddam Hussein send crude prices to new 
highs

•	 1991  - Armenia votes on whether to remain in So-
viet Union

•	 2003  - Galileo mission terminated by sending 
the probe into Jupiter's atmosphere, where it is 
crushed by the pressure at the lower altitudes

•	 2004  - The Communist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) People's War and the Maoist Commu-
nist Centre of India merge to form the Communist 
Party of India (Maoist).

•	 2004 -  Construction of the Burj Dubai starts
•	 2008  - President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa re-

signs from office, effective September 25
•	 2008  - Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel for-

mally resigns from office, effective as soon as his 
successor Tzipi Livni has successfully assembled a 
new government.

HIJRI 
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CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

LG Asks Revenue
department,” Sinha directed the 

officials.
The LG, according to the spokesper-

son, instructed the senior officials of 
the revenue department to work out 
viable solutions to address issues and 
challenges. Sinha, he said, also empha-
sized on streamlining of online-Reve-
nue Services to make the system more 
transparent & accountable to the com-
mon people.

“He further advised for mapping of 
forest land, besides creating a dedicat-
ed IT cell in the Revenue department,” 
he said.

While reviewing the progress made 
under Land Records Information 
System, the spokesperson said that 
the chair was informed that a total of 
8,21,40,595 of scanned documents, 
including Jamabandis, Mutations and 
Girdawaris have been uploaded till 
date.

He further said that Shaleen Kabra, 
Financial Commissioner, Revenue 
gave a detailed briefing on the steps 
taken to achieve the core objectives 
of Revenue Department and the prog-
ress registered under Digital India 
Land Record Modernization Program; 
Digitization of Maps and its updation/
Survey through latest Geo-reference 
technology; Ground Truthing through 
Mobile App; Online-Revenue Services 
and End to End Integrated Workflow.

“It was informed that the Revenue 
department is using a grievance re-
dressal portal for timely disposal of 
grievances & complaints online,” the 
spokesperson added.

‘Giving Special
agriculture based economy in 

Jammu and Kashmir.
Sinha made these remarks while 

inaugurating a farmers awareness 
conference on the use of ‘Nano Urea’ 
organized by Indian Farmers Fertilizer 
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) here at SKICC, 
an official spokesperson said Friday.

The LG, he said, highlighted the 
farmer’s efforts in fulfilling the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
reduce the use of chemical fertilizers 
and transition to sustainable alterna-
tives to protect soil health, plants and 
environment.

Sinha, he said, congratulated the en-
tire team of IFFCO for developing the 
world’s first Liquid Nano Urea.

“Sustainable farming is the only way 
forward to ensure food security and 
growth. Farmers are ultimate entre-
preneurs and our effort is to provide 
them with better infrastructure, easy 
access to credit, access to modern ma-
chinery and benefits of agriculture ex-
tension services,” the LG said.

“Under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, India has 
become the fifth largest economy in 
the world overtaking England. It has 
also sent a strong message that a sus-
tainable and innovative agricultural 
system is significant for the holistic 
growth of any region or nation,” he 
added.

The spokesperson said that the LG 

highlighted the reforms introduced 
in the agriculture sector in J&K and 
said that being an agriculture based 
economy and having more than 70% of 
the population dependent on agricul-
ture, special impetus has been given 
to make J&K’s agriculture system sus-
tainable and profitable.

“Introduction of progressive land re-
forms and efforts towards diversifica-
tion, allied activities and high density 
plantation have enabled farmers with 
small land holdings to earn more,” the 
LG said.

“Integrated approach of farming 
has already been initiated and the 
government is promoting agro-based 
employment generating activities. 
Revival of traditional crops with mar-
ket linkage support, GI tagging of lo-
cal produce, high density plantation 
and allied activities have successfully 
brought prosperity for the farmers,” he 
added.

The LG, according to the spokesper-
son, highlighted that various strate-
gies are being adopted for promotion 
of allied enterprises such as dairy 
farming, apiculture, sericulture and 
food processing in augmenting farm-
ers income to reduce losses and open 
greater opportunities for employment 
and entrepreneurship.

Sinha, he said, underlined the need 
to make necessary interventions to 
ensure food security for the growing 
population and called on stakeholders 
to work on mission mode for effective 
implementation of the Millet mission, 
Exotic Vegetables Farming, promoting 
micro-irrigation and reducing crop 
waste.

According to the spokesperson, 
Dileep Sanghani, Chairman, IFFCO, 
speaking on the occasion said that 
IFFCO is continuously engaged in find-
ing solutions to problems confronting 
the agriculture and allied sector.

“He informed that trials of the 
World’s first Nano Urea were con-
ducted at more than 11000 places in 
every nook and corner of the country 
on around 94 crops,” he added.

The spokesperson further said that 
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, in 
his address said that J&K’s Agriculture 
Sector will emerge as a role model not 
only for the country but the whole 
world.

“A new J&K is recording unprec-
edented growth and development in 
every sector and is figuring as a top 
performer in several categories,” he 
added.

How Self-Belief
a shy face. “And hurdles can some-

times come as a financial problem but 
mostly, a mental fatigue.”

Perhaps, that’s why, Mehraj has be-
come an inspiration—not because of 
his father’s barbecue pushcart, but be-
cause of his grit and grind for success.

“My family has always been very 
supportive of my education,” Mehraj 
says while rising up to reciprocate an-
other hug from a relative. “My father 
has a very nominal earnings and that’s 
why he wanted me to focus more on 
my studies and earn a better life for 

myself and obviously for my family. 
Except during my Class 11th, I’ve never 
attended any coaching center.”

Two years back, when the pan-
demic paralysed the normal education 
system of the valley, Mehraj used his 
proactive prowess to prepare for the 
NEET.

“With over two years of study pe-
riod and several different subjects 
to read, the NEET tests the nerves of 
young aspirants,” he said.“It’s a labo-
rious effort. You can’t find a shortcut 
and expect to win.”

During Covid curbs, he stumbled 
upon some YouTube videos to clear 
his concepts. This rigorous indoor 
preparation would eventually give this 
self-coached student an edge over the 
masses appearing for the competitive 
exam every year.

“It was very clear to me that if 
YouTube can clear my doubts in higher 
secondary level, then there’s absolute-
ly no need to attend a coaching center 
for NEET preparation,” said Mehraj, 
the centre of attraction in his happy 
home.

His percentage in higher secondary 
level, a prerequisite for pursuing the 
national exams, was more than eighty 
percent propelling his preparation for 
the much-fanfare exam. He eventually 
qualified the NEET-22 with 591 out of 
720 marks.

“It’s not necessary to enroll your-
self in a coaching center,” Mehraj 
reiterated.

“It all depends upon your dedica-
tion. Self-study can easily help you to 
excel in these competitive exams. And 
it may sound childish but a day’s break 
can also be enjoyed given that you’ve 
already set your target and maintained 
your continuity. The common myths 
around these exams have to end.”

8 More JKAS
have been inducted into IAS and an-

other eight such vacancies will be filled 
up shortly giving opportunities to the 
JKAS officers to become part of presti-
gious IAS service after a long gap of 12 
years,” Singh said.

The minister said mid-career train-
ing of JKAS officers of various seniority 
was carried out in collaboration with 
LBSNAA and it provided a new level of 
exposure to the JKAS officers and more 
than 200 offices.

Singh said central government em-
ployees working in the Kashmir Valley 
in attached and subordinate offices 
or PSUs falling under control of the 
Centre have been extended special 
concessions for a period of three years 
from August 1, 2021.

The incentives include an addition-
al house rent allowance, composite 
transfer grant, per diem allowance, in-
centive for period of temporary duty, 
messing allowance, facility to draw 
pension at the place of settlement in 
relaxation of relevant provisions, he 
said.

The minister said retention of gen-
eral pool accommodation available 
to officers who have served in the 
central government has also been ex-
tended to officers posted in Jammu 

and Kashmir on the pattern of the 
northeast states.

Singh said in view of home LTC, 
it can be availed to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh for which 
guidelines have been notified by the 
DOPT.

It will enhance tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh and also pro-
vide an opportunity to all central gov-
ernment employees to visit the two 
UTs, he said.

The minister said the Department 
of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG) has helped the 
UT administration to switch over to 
online functioning, as a result of which 
the UT exchequer would save over Rs 
200 crore incurred in transport of re-
cords etc dur-
ing ‘Durbar 
move’ -- shift-
ing of capitals 
from Srinagar 
to Jammu dur-
ing winters and 
vice versa.

“The govern-
ment headed by 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
gives high pri-
ority to Jammu 
and Kashmir 
and there is no 
dearth of sup-
port forthcom-
ing, as far as 
the Centre is 
concerned,” he 
said.

Govt 
Transfers

M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r , 
Kashmir Power 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Limited , 
against an avail-
able vacancy.

Ms. Ayushi 
Sudan (IAS), 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojna, 
has been trans-
ferred and post-
ed as Mission 
D i r e c t o r , 
National Health 
Mission, J&K.

“She shall 
continue to 
hold the ad-
ditional charge 
of the post of 
Chief Executive 
O f f i c e r , 
A y u s h m a n 
Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojno, 
till further or-
ders,” the order 

reads.
Minga Sherpa (IAS), Additional 

Deputy Commissioner, Jammu 
has been transferred and posted 
as Managing Director, Jammu and 
Kashmir Tourism Development 
Corporation (IKTDC), against an avail-
able vacancy.

Faz Lul Haseeb (IAS), Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar hold-
ing additional charge of the post 
of Chief Executive Officer, Urban 
Development Agency, Kashmir has 
been transferred and posted as 
Director, Tourism Kashmir.

Harvinder Singh (IAS), Sub 
Divisional Magistrate, Uri, holding 
additional charge of Sub Registrar, 
Uri, has been transferred and posted 

as Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi ltoo (JKAS), 
Director Tourism, Kashmir has been 
transferred and posted as Special 
Secretary to the Government, Jal 
Shakti Department.

Govt To Engage
at achieving 100% smart pre-paid 

consumer metering and 100% system 
metering with communicating features 
aimed at reducing AT&C losses besides 
improving operational efficiencies and 
financial sustainability of DISCOMs.

LG’s Advisor and Principal Secretary 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar and Nitishwar 
Kumar besides Chief Secretary Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta attended the meeting.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

DD Kashir Runs Into 
Rough Weather
Observer News Service

N
EW DELHI- The much-hyped Kashir channel of the 
Doordarshan has run into rough weather. The union 
ministry of home affairs (MHA) is understood to have 
declined to foot the bill for running the channel. Even 

as the channel has allegedly become a money spinner for some 
Mandi House officials and a handpicked coterie of Kashmiri 
migrants.

According to reliable sources, the MHA had 'promised' to 
provide the financial support required to run the channel which 
was launched, for the third time in June this year, with a big 
fanfare. Two plane loads brought several Bollywood celebrities 
besides the union minister of information and broadcasting, 
Arun Jaitley, with hundreds of ministry officials in tow to 
grace' the occasion The gala function held at the city's Grand 
Palace hotel is believed to have cost the exchequer a fabulous Rs 
two to three crore. 

Sources said no new Kashmiri programmes were likely to 
be produced for the channel. Proposals submitted by Kashmir 
producers, mostly Kashmiri pandits, were being returned due 
to non-availability of funds. Sources said 148 proposals, were 
approved by the Mandi House last month. However, some 'stale' 
programmes provided gratis by Star, Zee TV Sahara and some 
other private channels may be telecast from the Kashir channel.

 (Kashmir Observer, September 09, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :47

ZUHR 12:31

ASR 4:58

Magrib 6:53
ISHA 8: 15

•	 1000 - Battle of Svolder, Baltic Sea. King Olaf on board 
the Long Serpent defeated in one of the greatest naval 
battles of the Viking Age.

•	 1493 - Battle of Krbava field, a decisive defeat of Croats 
in Croatian struggle against the Ottoman Empire inva-
sion.

•	 1513 - Battle of Flodden Fields; English defeat James IV 
of Scotland

•	 1591 - Battle at Flores Azores: Spanish beat English
•	 1753 - 1st steam engine arrives in US colonies
•	 1830 - Charles Durant, 1st US aeronaut, flies a balloon 

from Castle Garden, NYC to Perth Amboy, NJ
•	 1881 - Egyptian military coup under colonel Arab “El 

Wahid”
•	 1908 - Russia takes part of Poland boxing title
•	 1911 - 1st European airpost (Hendon to Windsor, Eng-

land)
•	 1912 - J Verdrines becomes 1st to fly over 100 mph (107 

mph/172 kph)
•	 1913 - Association for Study of Negro Life & History or-

ganizes in Chicago
•	 1914 - 12] Belgian offensive from Antwerp
•	 1914 - Boston Brave George Davis no-hits Philadelphia 

Phillies, 7-0
•	 1914 - First fully mechanized unit in the British Army cre-

ated - the Canadian Automobile Machine Gun Brigade 
(WWI)

•	 1914 - Meeting held at Gaelic League headquarters 
between Irish Republican Brotherhood and other ex-
treme republicans; initial decision made to stage an 
uprising while Britain is at war

•	 1915 - Association for study of Negro Life & History 
forms by Carter G Woodson

•	 1918 - Dutch government of Ruijs de Beerenbrouck forms
•	  1919 - Boston’s police force forms strike
•	 1921 - Guatamala, Honduras, and San Salvador agree 

to Central American Union
•	  1922 - St Louis Brown “Baby Doll” Jacobson hits 3 tri-

ples beating Tigers 16-0
•	  1922 - Turkish troops conquer Smyrna/murder Greek 

citizens
•	  1942- 1st bombing on continental US soil at Mount Em-

ily, Oregon during WWII by Japanese planes
•	  1943 - US, British & French troops land in Salerno (op-

eration Avalanche)

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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All that part and parcel of property consisting of Bandsaw mill , Fixed assets, Plant and 
machinery, etc.                   
                                                    
Date: 07/09/2022    (Mr. Shadaab Mehboob )
Ref No:- JKB/IAPMD/ZOB-2022-23/      Authorized Officer      
              The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd     

POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas the Authorized Officer of The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. under the Securitiza-
tion and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 
2002 (the Act) in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Authorized Officer under 
section 13 (2) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Securities Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 
2002 (the Rules) issued a Demand Notice dated 03-08-2022 calling upon  (i) M/S Royal 
Saw Mills Prop: Mohammad Suhail Sofi (Borrower) (Mortgagor Lease hold rights) (ii) Mr. 
Mohd Haris Sofi S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Sofi R/o Handwara at present Barzulla Bagat 
Srinagar   (iii) Mr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Sofi  S/o Gh Ahmad Sofi R/o Main Chowk Handwara 
(iv) Mr. Manzoor Ahmad Malla  S/o Late Mohd Sultan Malla  R/o Batgund Handwara 
(Guarantors), to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 2474382.50 
(Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and 
Fifty Paisa Only ) together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. 
with monthly rests besides other costs & expenses , within 60 days from the date of the 
said notice.

The above named Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors having failed to repay the amount in 
full within prescribed time, notice is hereby given to the said Borrower, Mortgagor & 
Guarantor in particular and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession 
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under 
Section 13 (4) of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Rules on this 05th day of September 2022. 

The said Borrower, Mortgagor & Guarantors in particular and the public in general are 
hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property/assets and any dealings with the said 
property/assets will be subject to the charge of the Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd. B/U 
Handwara Main for an amount of Rs. 2474382.50 (Rupees Rupees Twenty four Lac 
seventy four Thousands three hundred eighty two  and Fifty Paisa Only)  as on 
28-03-2022 together with further interest thereon from 28-03-2022 @ 10.75 % p.a. with 
monthly rests along with costs, charges and expenses till payment is made in the loan 
account. 

Attention of Borrowers, Guarantors and Mortgagors is invited to provisions of Section 13(8) 
of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

This Notice is issued without prejudice to any of the rights of the Bank under the Act or 
under any other law in force.

The Jammu & Kashmir Bank Limited
Impaired Assets Portfolio Management Department

Zonal Office Baramulla, Amargarh, Sopore
Phone:01954-221082/221096                               

E:amid.zobara@jkbmail.com

DIPK-NB-3734/22

LG Flags Off Fleet Of Boats From Zero Bridge To 
Commemorate Urs Of Syed Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA)
The occasion also marks the revival of water transport from Srinagar to Ganderbal

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Thursday 
flagged off a fleet of boats and 
shikaras carrying devotees 
and artists from Zero Bridge 
to Ganderbal to commemorate 
the Urs of Sufi saint Syed Qa-
mar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA).

The Lt Governor expressed 
hope that the occasion would 
further strengthen the bonds of 
goodwill and brotherhood. Let 
us remind ourselves of the uni-
ty of mankind and resolve to 
strive for harmony and peace, 
he added.

Prominent citizens from all 

walks of life gathered at Zero 
Bridge to witness the occasion, 
which also marks the revival of 
water transport from Srinagar 

to Ganderbal.
Pertinently, the Urs of Syed 

Qamar-ud-Din Bukhari (RA) is 
being observed after three de-

cades.
Junaid Azim Mattu May-

or SMC, Nuzhat Ishfaq DDC 
Chairperson, Ganderbal, Dr 

Darakhshan Andrabi Chair-
person J&K Waqf Board, Dr 
Hina Shafi Bhat Vice Chairper-
son, J&K KVIB; former legisla-
tor, Sh Ishfaq Jabbar; religious 
leaders and people in large 
numbers were present on the 
occasion.

Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary, Sh Pandurang 
K Pole, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir,  Mohd Aijaz, 
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Ghulam Nabi Itoo, Di-
rector Tourism, Kashmir; Ms 
Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K 
Sports Council and senior offi-
cials of the UT Administration 
were also present.

LCMA Conducts Demolition 
Drive In City Areas
Observer News Service

Srinagar: LCMA carried out a 
demolition drive on Thursday 
in the area of Rakh-i-
Arth Housing Colony 
Bemina.

On the occasion, 
several encroach-
ments and a shed 
were demolished 
from plots illegally 
encroached upon by 
the locals.

The Enforcement 
Wing of LCMA under 
the supervision of Enforce-
ment Officers also undertook 
a demolition drive in the 
areas of Saderbal , Kanitar,  
Saida Kadal and Nigeen 

illegal encroachments were 
demolished.

Moreover, illegally earth 
filling dumped in the areas of 

Saida Kadal / Nigeen  Lashkari 
Mohalla, Handum Mohalla NFR 
were also removed on spot.

Further, legal action 
against the violators was also 
initiated

Locals Demand ATM 
At Habba-Kadal
Agencies

Srinagar: Locals of Habba 
Kadal in old city Srinagar 
have appealed to the Jammu 
Kashmir Bank authorities to 
install an Automatic Teller 
Machine (ATM) in the area to 
ease their hardships.

A delegation of locals and 
traders said that in absence of 
an ATM facility at the main 
market, they face immense in-
convenience.

“Most of the custom-

ers prefer to carry ATM and 
Credit cards for transactions. 
However, they face inconve-
nience due to lack of ATM 
facility mainly at the Habba 
Kadal Chowk”, they added.

Locals said that they had 
several times raised the is-
sue with the bank officials but 
nothing has so far been done 
in this regard. They requested 
higher ups to look into the 
matter so that they can heave 
a sigh of relief.(CNS

KU Welcomes Freshers, VC Says 
Students Are University's Lifeline
Observer News Service

Srinagar: In a first major initia-
tive conceived to introduce the 
Kashmir University adminis-
tration and all its units offer-
ing student-centric services to 
the freshers, the University of 
Kashmir on Thursday organ-
ised a mega welcome meet-cum-
orientation programme.

Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Nilofer Khan, the architect of 
the event organised by the De-
partment of Students Welfare 
(DSW), inaugurated the pro-
gramme at the jam-packed Con-
vocation Complex that hosted 
over 2000 students, besides 
administrators, deans, heads, 
directors and coordinators of 
various departments and satel-
lite campuses. 

In her welcome address, 
Prof Nilofer said the student 
community is the University's 
lifeline and we consider them 
as our most-valuable asset.

"We welcome you whole-
heartedly to the University fam-
ily," she told the students, who 
responded with huge rounds of 
applause. 

Reiterating that her doors 
are always open for the stu-
dents, Prof Nilofer said this 
fresher meet has been con-
ceived to introduce our academ-
ic administrators and officers 
who are at the helm to serve 
students with dedication and 
commitment. 

"There may be some dif-
ficulties during your two-year 

journey in the campus, but that 
offers us a chance to introspect 
and improve further by work-
ing hand-in-hand," she said.

The Vice-Chancellor, how-
ever, advised the students to 
uphold the prestige and dignity 
of the institution by adhering 
to discipline alongside showing 
total commitment to studies.

"We want you to become 
ambassadors of our presti-
gious institution which has 
risen, with dedication of each 
faculty member and staff, to 
figure among the country's top 
100 universities which has also 
been accredited by NAAC as an 
A+ institution," the Vice-Chan-
cellor said, urging the students 
to become active partners in 
further raising the University's 
academic standards.

"Sometimes we develop and 
carry certain wrong notions 
about the institution based on 
misinformation or false percep-

tions. But I assure you that we 
are here to do the best for your 
welfare. We are open to con-
structive criticism but we want 
our students to broaden their 
vision and become accommoda-
tive to understanding our limi-
tations that we sometimes face," 
Prof Nilofer said, extending her 
best wishes to the students. 

Dean Academic Affairs Prof 
Farooq A Masoodi said our stu-
dents are the institution's "mir-
ror reflection" when they leave 
the campus. 

"While we offer to provide 
best services, we expect our 
dear students to be sensitive 
to their duties towards institu-
tion-building," he said.

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir 
highlighted the University's 
relentless efforts to provide 
best education, facilities and 
services to the students, and to 
develop student-friendly infra-
structure.

LEAD 
Launches India’s 
First Student 
Confidence Index
Agenceis

Anantnag: School Edtech com-
pany LEAD announced the 
launch of India’s first Student 
Confidence Index, a study that 
assesses the confidence levels 
of school-going students across 
regions, cities, demographics 
and various other parameters.

Developed in collaboration 
with Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, LEAD’s Index reveals 
several powerful insights into 
Student Confidence. While India 
stands at a Confidence level of 
75 on a scale of 100, 36% of stu-
dents have indicated top-bracket 
Confidence levels (81-100).

LEAD’s Student Confidence 
Index assesses the five 21st cen-
tury Confidence-building attri-
butes that are critical for students 
to succeed in life: Conceptual 
Understanding, Critical Thinking, 
Communication, Collaboration 
and Exposure to opportunities 
and platforms.

 Commenting on the Index, 
LEAD Co-founder and CEO 
Sumeet Mehta said, “Our stu-
dents need to have self-confi-
dence. But there was no way of 
knowing the confidence level of 
students of our country. LEAD’s 
Student Confidence Index de-
veloped in partnership with 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
(LMRF, SMLS), fills this gap.”

 “We are delighted to part-
ner with LEAD in developing 
India’s first Student Confidence 
Index. The tool for building this 
Confidence Index followed a 
rigorous research process by 
the LMRF team at TISS,” added 
Dr. Rahul S, Assistant Professor, 
LMRF, SMLS, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences.

Income Tax Dept Conducts Raids, Surveys 
On Unrecognised Political Parties,NGOs
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Income Tax 
department on Wednesday 
conducted raids and surveys in 
various states in separate cases 
related to alleged tax evasion, 
violation of FCRA violation and 
illicit funding of registered un-
recognised political parties, of-
ficial sources said.

The coordinated operations 
were carried out at over 110 lo-
cations in Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana 
and some other states against 
certain registered unrecognised 
political parties and their al-
leged dubious financial trans-
actions, they said.

Some other instances of po-
litical funding through alleged 
illegal means are also being in-
vestigated as part of the action, 
they said.

The surprise action is under-
stood to have been taken by the 
department on a recent rec-
ommendation of the Election 
Commission (EC) as part of which 
at least 198 entities were struck 
off from its list of registered un-
recognised political parties after 
they were found non-existent 
during physical verification.

The poll panel had announced 
that it was taking action against 
more than 2,100 entities, cat-
egorised as registered unrecog-
nised political parties by it, for 
flouting rules and election laws, 
including those related to filing 
of monetary contributions, fail-
ing to update their address and 
names of office bearers.

It had said some of these par-
ties were indulging in “serious” 

financial impropriety.
While the searches were 

on, another operation was 
unleashed at the premises of 
NGOs including Delhi-based 
think-tank Centre for Policy 
Research (CPR) and global NGO 
Oxfam India apart from a media 
foundation as part of a probe 
related to alleged FCRA con-
travention in funds received by 
them, the sources said.

The taxman undertook the 
surprise action against three 
more organisations in the non-
governmental organisation 
(NGO) and charitable organisa-
tion domain, they said.

Sources said the department 
is looking at the balance sheets 
of these organisations vis-a-vis 
the receipt of funds via the FCRA.

According to law, all NGOs 
receiving foreign funds have to 
be registered under the FCRA. 
The government has cancelled 
FCRA registration of nearly 
1,900 NGOs for violating vari-
ous provisions of law in the last 
five years. There were 22,762 
FCRA-registered organisations 
till December-end 2021.

In Congress-ruled Rajasthan, 
the sleuths conducted searches at 
the premises of Rajasthan Minister 
of State for Home Rajendra Yadav 
and his family members.

Income tax department 
sources said the searches are 
being conducted as part of a tax 
evasion investigation.

“The Income Tax depart-
ment is conducting raids at busi-
ness premises and residences in 
Kotputli and Uttarakhand. Reasons 
are not known,” Yadav said.

The Congress MLA from 
Kotputli constituency and his 

family members are in the busi-
ness of manufacturing bags for 
fertilisers, grains, and cement. 
They are also in food business 
such as flour and pulses.

“Raids are being conducted at 
five-six places. We do not mind 
(officers) doing the search be-
cause we do clean businesses. 
If the central government feels 
that something is wrong, then 
let them do it. I know this much 
that we are with the truth,” 
Yadav told reporters at his civil 
lines residence here.

He said he was not told any-
thing about the raids.

“When we asked them (of-
ficers), they said that the search 
has to be done, the (central) gov-
ernment has sent them,” he said.

Yadav said his family has 
been in the business for 72-74 
years. He said they run a clean 
business, having no role in any 
political funding.

“It is our ancestral business,” 
he said. “My father was in the 
business from 1950-52, I have 
been doing it before I entered 
into politics and both of my 
sons are also engaged in the 
business. We are into the pro-
duction line and supply mate-
rials to companies. This should 
not be associated with things 
like political funding.”

Another Congress-ruled 
state Chhattisgarh also came 
on the radar of tax sleuths with 
searches at multiple locations 
linked to some businessmen, 
they said.

The nature of the action being 
carried out by the I-T depart-
ment is not yet clear, they said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel told reporters at 

the Raipur airport that he 
had already predicted raids 
by the Income Tax and the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

“I had said (that raids will 
happen) now ED will also fol-
low them,” Baghel said when 
asked about the action by the IT 
department.

Last week, Baghel had said 
his “well-wishers” informed 
him that Chhattisgarh will soon 
see raids by the ED and IT be-
cause MLAs of the ruling UPA 
coalition from neighbouring 
Jharkhand were staying at a re-
sort near Raipur.

The legislators of the JMM-
Congress-RJD coalition had 
stayed in the resort for six days 
before they were flown back to 
Ranchi on Sunday.

Commenting on the raids, 
Chhattisgarh Congress com-
munication wing’s chief Sushil 
Anand Shukla alleged the Modi 
government has been misusing 
the Central probe agencies.

“There are reports that raids 
are being carried out by I-T at 
the premises of some business-
men. The way the Modi gov-
ernment is misusing Central 
investigation agencies, a slogan 
‘kednra sarkar ke teen jamai 
(sons-in-law), ED, IT, and CBI’ 
has become common among 
people,” he said.

Shukla alleged the Modi gov-
ernment has misused the Central 
agencies against its political op-
ponents so much in the last eight 
years that even when I-T con-
ducts raids as part of the routine 
investigation it is also seen as a 
politically motivated exercise.

Some other searches were 
also understood to have been 

undertaken by the department 
on Wednesday.

Statement of Independent 
And Public-Spirited Media 
Foundation

This statement is being issued 
in response to media interest.

A team of income tax of-
ficials came for a “survey” to 
the Bengaluru office of the 
Foundation on Wednesday, 
September 7. They stayed till 
4.30 this morning, going through 
the papers and records of the 
Foundation and asking questions.

The Foundation’s staff were 
cooperative and answered all 
questions put to them on a 
wide range of matters. The of-
ficials took statements from 
three senior staff members. 
All laptops and mobile phones 
were taken for cloning data in 
them and returned last night.

All staff other than the CEO, 
Sunil Rajshekhar, were allowed 
to go home at various stages in 
the evening/night of September 
7, and asked to return the follow-
ing morning for further question-
ing. The CEO slept in the office for 
a few hours on the intervening 
night of September 7-8.

The Board of Trustees com-
pliments the staff on their good 
cheer and fortitude through the 
extended proceedings.

The IT officials were courte-
ous during their survey work.

The Foundation believes that 
its affairs are entirely in order. 
Some media reporting on the IT 
survey has linked it to foreign 
funding and the funding of po-
litical parties. We wish to make 
it clear that the Foundation has 
received no foreign funds at 
any stage, and has funded only 

media entities.
The Foundation believes in 

its mission of supporting in-
dependent and public-spirited 
media, and intends to continue 
its work.

Congress slams Centre over 
‘raids’ against CPR, Oxfam India, 
IPSMF

The Congress slammed the 
Centre over “raids” against 
some Delhi-based think-tanks 
alleging that it is a deliberate 
move to exterminate all inde-
pendent media and voices.

Congress general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh said it’s abso-
lutely atrocious that research & 
advocacy organisations, and in-
dependent charitable trusts like 
CPR, Oxfam, and IPSMF have 
been raided “at the behest of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit Shah.”

“It’s a deliberate move to ex-
terminate all independent me-
dia and voices!” Ramesh said in 
a video statement from here.

Another example of weap-
onisation of agencies to harass 
critical voices: Amnesty on I-T 
searches

A day after the Income Tax 
department conducted search-
es at premises of some NGOs, 
Amnesty International on 
Thursday said this is yet anoth-
er “blatant” example of how in-
vestigative agencies have been 
“weaponised” to harass and 
intimidate independent critical 
voices.

Indian authorities must im-
mediately stop these “tactics of 
repression” and ensure that civ-
il society organisations are able 
to operate without the fear of 
reprisal in the country, it said.
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Weeklong Exhibition On 
Arbaeen Concludes
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: A Week long Exhibition 
on Arbaeen held at Mahatta Art 
Gallery concluded on Wednesday.

The Art, Photography and 
Calligraphy exhibition attracted 
the attention of Art lovers who 
thronged the exhibition through-
out the week.

The exhibition featured work 
of prominent artists, calligraphers 
and photographers from the Kash-
mir Valley. It also provided a plat-
form to young artists to showcase 
their talent.

Nadiya Beigh, a student of 
School of Architecture, is an art 
enthusiast from her childhood. 
She was excited to showcase her 
work at the Art Gallery.

“Exhibitions like these are 
held rarely in Kashmir. This exhi-
bition features work of prominent 
artists, students and even small 
children” Nadiya said.

“Exhibitions like these will go 
a long way in providing children 
with a platform to showcase their 
talent and inspire them to do bet-
ter” she added.

Afaq Hussain, a young photog-
rapher from Budgam, said he came 
to know about the exhibition on 
social media.

He says he showcased his work 
to the organizers and one of his 
pictures was put on display at the 
gallery.

“It is a happy moment for me 
that my photograph has been put 
on display. It has encouraged me 
to do better work in the future” 
Afaq said.

Organizer of the event, Ilyas 
Rizvi said the exhibition has been 

named Mashq-e-Arbaeen as it coin-
cides with Arbaeen.

“It has been organized to pay 
tributes to the martyrs of Karbala 
and remember their sacrifices they 
made for the sake of humanity. 
Imam Hussain unites every race 
and community to work for the wel-
fare of humanity”, Ilyas said

Ilyas also organized an Ar-
baeen Heritage walk in the old Sri-
nagar.

Ilyas said he has been conduct-
ing Heritage Walks for many years 
now but for a few years he con-
ducts the Special Heritage Series 
during Muharram. 

“This year we held an Arba'een 
Heritage Walk on Arba'een which 
consisted of mostly women, to Aza 
Khana’s (mourning halls) of Za-
dibal.  The group, which included 
some people from outside Kashmir 
as well, experienced these spaces 
which are wrapped in black ban-
ners and flags”.Ilyas said.

 The group also had long inter-

active sessions at these Aza  Khana 
where they talked about inter com-
munity traditions of Muharram in 
Kashmir. 

Syed Iftekhar Jalali at his fa-
mous Jalali House in Zadibal talk-
ed about the historical background 
of Zuljanah procession in Kashmir 
and how the Heritage House was 
the center of intercommunity dia-
logue on Socio-religious and cul-
tural sphere.

In interactive sessions par-
ticipants also talked about the per-
sonality of Haji Syed Hassan Rizvi 
and Haji Syed Ahmad who have at-
tained very high status in Spiritu-
al Realms known as "Ilm e Erfaan".

The group also explored the 
Madeen Sahib Shrine and talked 
about its historical significance.

The exhibition and Arbaeen 
walk were supported by Edraak, a 
movement that aims at education-
al revival through arts and aes-
thetics in Kashmir and Mahatta 
Studios.

Shahr-e-Khaas Traders 
Ask Govt To Bring Downtown 
On Tourist Map
Observer News Service

Srinagar: An association 
of traders and manufac-
turers have asked the 
Union Territory admin-
istration to promote She-
har-e-Khaas as a tourist 
destination and revive the 
lost glory of the historic 
places and monuments in 
the Old City.

This demand was tak-
en up by Shahr-e-Khaas 
traders and manufactur-
ers coordination commit-
tee (SKTMCC) with Fazl 
ul Haseeb, Director Tour-
ism Kashmir, during an 
hour-long meeting here 
on Wednesday. The del-
egation led by Senior Vice 
President Muhammad 
Rouf Kota termed Shehar-
e-Khaas as the heart of 
Srinagar and sought ad-
ministration’s interven-
tion in promoting it as a 
tourist destination among 
tens of thousands of do-

mestic and foreign tour-
ists visiting Valley every 
year.

The Shaher-e-Khaas, 
he said, presents a blend 
of ancient and modern ar-
chitecture that needs to be 
showcased to every visi-
tor arriving in the Valley.

Kota urged the Direc-
tor Tourism to revive wa-
ter transport in the Old 
City, especially cruise 
boats for tourists to show 
the rich heritage and 
culture of the Shehar-e-
Khaas.

He also asked the 

Tourism Department to 
start water sports activi-
ties in the Jhelum in the 
Old City.

“We also urged the 
Director Tourism to make 
a better use of Eidgah for 
the locals and tourists. 
The conversion of Eidgah 
park into an amusement 
park can generate rev-
enue for the government 
and jobs for the locals. 
The locals could earn 
their bread and butter if 
the government provides 
them with stalls in the 
park,” Kota said.

The Director Tourism, 
according to SKTMCC Se-
nior Vice-President gave a 
patient hearing to the del-
egation and assured them 
that steps are being taken 
to make Shehar-e-Khaas 
one of the beautiful places 
in this capital city.

Haseeb, he said, also 
assured a visible change 
in the ground situation 
within a fortnight.

Hyderpora-Mushtaq 
Colony Link Road 
In Shambles
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: The dilapidated condition of roads 
in Hyderpora area of Srinagar district is 
giving a tough time to the commuters.

Locals complained the link roads from 
Galwanpora Laloo chowk to Mushtaq colony are 
in shambles. “The road is dotted with potholes 
which speaks volumes about the tall claims of the 
government of improving road connectivity,” the 
residents said

They said that the same is the condition of 
other roads in the area.

The residents appealed to the administration 
to come to their rescue by addressing their prob-
lem and providing them better road connectivity 
in the area at the earliest before the winter.

“These roads are very dangerous and many 

cause fatal accidents. It is winter season approach-
ing and the government must repair these roads 
as soon as possible ,” said an Ghulam Mohammad, 
an elderly resident of the area, who was among the 
protesting group.

Another resident said that driving two-
wheelers or four wheelers on the existing road was 
fraught with dangers for both the motorist and the 
pedestrians.

The residents appealed to the Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC) to look into the matter.

“We appeal to the Mayor and the administra-
tion to repair the roads before the onset of winter. 
Young and elderly people may end up injuring 
themselves in winter,” said Sameer Ahmad , 
another resident

In A First, Choledochoduodenostomy 
Of Tumour Patient Done At GMC
Agencies

Srinagar: Government Medical College 
(GMC) Srinagar has set up a new bench-
mark by performing a successful maiden 
Choledochoduodenostomy of a 72-year-
old patient who is now performing well.

An official said that a 72-year-old pa-
tient was admitted in the Medical Gas-
troenterology ward at Super Special-
ity Hospital Srinagar with obstructive 
jaundice. He said that on evaluation pa-
tient was found to have periampullary 
growth with liver metastases.

ERCP was tried for palliative drainage 
but was not possible as the growth had oc-
cupied whole the lumen of duodenum,he 
said, adding that EUS guided biliary 
drainage (choledocho duodenostomy) 
which is first time done in Kashmir un-
der the eminent leadership of Prof. Dr. 
Showkat Ahmad Kadla and Anaesthesia 
team under leadership of Prof. Dr. Rukh-
sana in presence Superintendent Dr. Jah-
angir Bakhshi. of Medical

The patient is doing well and is planned 

to be discharged tomorrow on 22/08/2022, 
he said. The procedure is first of its kind 
in valley. Previously these patients had to 
go to New Delhi for the same which would 
cost them 2-3 lac rupees, he said.

However, here the cost was zero, 
as stent was placed under golden card 
and accessories were donated by the 
doctors of Medical Gastroenterology 
Superspeciality Srinagar, he added.

Dr. Showkat Ahmad Kadla, Profes-
sor and HOD, Gastroenterology, Super 
Speciality Hospital, GMC Srinagar 
while talking to KNO said that Choled-
ochoduodenostomy has been first done 
in while J&K and Himachal Pradesh.

“Choledochoduodenostomy, choledo-
chojejunostomy, or sphincteroplasty are 
used in the treatment of selected patients 
with retained, recurrent, and impacted 
bile duct stones; strictures of the bile ducts; 
stenosis of the sphincter of Oddi; pancre-
atitis associated with biliary disease; cho-
ledochal cysts; fistulas of the bile duct; and 
biliary obstruction, either benign or malig-
nant,” he said.
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'Role Of Anchor Is...'

SC Says TV Hate Speech 
'Like Killing Someone'
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Voicing displeasure 
over hate speech on TV news 
channels, the Supreme Court 
Wednesday wanted it know why 
the government was a "mute 
spectator" and whether it intends 
to enact a law to curb it, as recom-
mended by the Law Commission.

Noting that the role of the an-
chor is important during TV de-
bates, the court said it's the duty 
of the anchor to prevent hate 
speeches from happening.

A bench of Justices K M Joseph 
and Hrishikesh Roy said there 
needs to be an institutional mech-
anism to deal with hate speech.

"The role of anchor (in TV de-
bates) is very important. These 
speeches on mainstream media or 
social media that is unregulated. 
Mainstream TV channels still hold 
sway. The role of anchor is critical 
and it's their duty to see that hate 
speech doesn't occur - Many a 
time those who want to speak are 

muted," the bench observed.
The top court said there should 

be a synchronised method to deal 
with the issue of hate speech and 
that the country needs to be a 
responsible democracy where 
there is accountability.

The apex court expressed dis-
satisfaction over steps taken by the 
government and orally said, "Why 

is the government remaining a 
mute spectator? The bench direct-
ed the Union of India to make clear 
its stand as to whether it intends to 
enact a law on the Law Commis-
ion's recommendations for prohib-
iting incitement of hate speech."

The top court was hearing a 
batch of petitions about hate 
speech and rumour-mongering.

US, Iran To Speak At UN; Zelensky 
To Appear From Ukraine
Agenceis

UNITED NATIONS: Leaders of two 
of the world’s most-watched na-
tions — US President Joe Biden and 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
— will be among those who have 
their say on the second day of the 
UN General Assembly’s first fully 
in-person meeting since the coro-
navirus pandemic began.

But the biggest draw Wednes-
day will likely be the only leader to 
be seen and heard but not actually 
there in the flesh: Ukraine Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskky, whose 
nation is at war with Russia.

The 193-member assembly 
voted last week to allow Zelen-
sky to deliver a pre-recorded ad-
dress because of his continuing 
need to deal with Russia’s inva-
sion, making an exception to its 
requirement that all leaders speak 
in person. Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin will not be attending the 
annual gathering of world leaders.

Unsurprisingly, Ukraine has 
been the center of attention at the 
assembly, with leader after world 
leader condemning Russia for at-
tacking a sovereign nation. The war, 

which has already killed thousands, 
is driving up food prices around the 
globe while also causing energy 
costs to soar — a particularly worri-
some issue heading into the winter. 
It has also raised fears of a nuclear 
catastrophe at Europe’s largest nu-
clear plant in Ukraine’s now Russia-
occupied southeast.

Leaders from many countries 
are trying to prevent a wider con-
flict and restore peace in Europe. 
Diplomats, though, aren’t expect-
ing any breakthroughs this week 
at the United Nations, where 
nearly 150 leaders are addressing 
each other and the world.

Biden’s address on Wednesday is 
expected to have a heavy focus on 

the war in Ukraine, where the coun-
try’s troops in recent weeks have 
retaken control of large stretches 
of territory near Kharkiv that were 
seized by Russian forces earlier in 
the nearly seven-month-old war.

But even as Ukrainian forces have 
racked up battlefield wins, much of 
Europe is feeling painful blowback 
from economic sanctions levied 
against Russia to punish Moscow 
for its invasion. At the White House, 
there’s also growing concern that 
Putin might further escalate the 
conflict after recent setbacks. Biden, 
in a CBS-TV “60 Minutes” interview 
that aired on Sunday, warned Putin 
that deploying nuclear or chemical 
weapons in Ukraine would result 
in a “consequential” response from 
the United States.

Biden’s visit to the UN also comes 
as his administration’s efforts to re-
vive the 2015 Iran nuclear deal ap-
pear stalled. The deal brokered by 
the Obama administration — and 
scrapped by Trump in 2018 — pro-
vided billions of dollars in sanctions 
relief in exchange for Iran’s agree-
ment to dismantle much of its nu-
clear program and open its facilities 
to international inspection.

Pak PM Accused Of Treason 
For Consulting Nawaz Sharif 
Over New Army Chief
Agenceis

Lahore: Pakistan's Punjab As-
sembly has passed a resolution 
with a majority vote against 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
seeking his trial under treason 
charges for consulting his ‘fugi-
tive' elder brother Nawaz Sharif 
in London on the appointment of 
the new army chief.

Punjab Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Basharat Raja 
presented the resolution in the 
House seeking action against 
Prime Minister Shehbaz under 
Article 6 (treason) of the Consti-
tution. Punjab is ruled by ousted 
prime minister Imran Khan's 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party 
and its ally party PMLQ.

The resolution says the 
premier consulted a fugitive 
-- Nawaz Sharif, a three-time 
aprime minister of Pakistan 
-- in London a couple of days 
ago on the appointment of the 
new army chief, which not only 
amounts to the prime minister's 
oath preventing him from shar-
ing sensitive matters with unre-
lated persons but also an insult to 
the institution of the Army.

The Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter was in London to attend the 
state funeral of the late Queen 
Elizabeth II. He met Nawaz Sharif 
during his stay in the city and dis-
cussed the appointment of the 
next Army chief with him. Nawaz 

Sharif has been living in London 
since November 2019 after Lahore 
High Court granted him bail for 
eight weeks on medical grounds.

Before leaving for London, 
Nawaz Sharif was serving a 
seven-year sentence in Al-Azizia 
corruption case at the Lot Lakh-
pat Jail in Lahore.

The current Chief of the Army 
Staff, Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa is 
due to retire in late November 
this year. The coalition govern-
ment led by Sharif's Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) has said it 
would consult its allied parties 
and the army top brass to appoint 
the new army chief.

The PTI, which is in opposition 
at the centre, has also demanded 
action for treason against Sheh-
baz Sharif after federal minister 
Khurram said that the premier 
had met self-exiled PML-N su-
preme leader Nawaz Sharif in 
London to consult the appoint-
ment of the new army chief and 
other matters.

Delhi Legislator Amanatullah 
Khan's Aide Arrested 
Under Arms Act: Police
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi: The Delhi Police on 
Wednesday caught Aam Aadmi 
Party Member of Legislative 
Assembly(MLA) Amanatullah 
Khan's close aide Kaushar Imam Sid-
dique from Telangana, officials said.

Kaushar Imam Siddique alias 
Laddan, 47, a resident of Jogabai 
Extension, was wanted in a case 
of Arms Act registered against 
him after a country-made pistol 
and three live rounds were found 
in his premises, they said.

"We have apprehended Lad-
dan from Telangana in connection 
with a First information Report 
(FIR) registered against him un-
der the Arms Act," a senior police 
officer said.

The development comes days 
after the Anti Corruption Branch 
(ACB) arrested Amanatullah Khan 
following raids at four places in 
connection with alleged irregu-
larities in the recruitment to the 
Delhi Waqf Board, including that 
of its chairman.

Police had last Friday regis-
tered three FIRs after the ACB raid.

One of them was against 
Hamid Ali, 54, another of Ama-
natullah Khan's aide, after an 
unlicensed weapon and some 
cartridges were recovered from 
him. He has been arrested in this 
case, said the officer.

The second case was registered 
against Kaushar Imam Siddique, 

after a country-made pistol and 
three live rounds were seized 
from his place, the officer said.

In all, the ACB seized ₹ 24 lakh 
in cash and two unlicensed weap-
ons in these raids.

New Delhi: The Delhi Po-
lice on Wednesday caught Aam 
Aadmi Party Member of Legisla-
tive Assembly(MLA) Amanatullah 
Khan's close aide Kaushar Imam Sid-
dique from Telangana, officials said.

Kaushar Imam Siddique alias 
Laddan, 47, a resident of Jogabai 
Extension, was wanted in a case 
of Arms Act registered against 
him after a country-made pistol 
and three live rounds were found 
in his premises, they said.

"We have apprehended Lad-
dan from Telangana in connection 
with a First information Report 
(FIR) registered against him un-
der the Arms Act," a senior police 
officer said.

Kaushar Imam Was Wanted 
In A Case Of Arms Act 

Registered Against Him.

RSS Chief, Muslim 
Intellectuals Discuss Religious 
Harmony In Country
Agenceis

New Delhi: Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) Chief Mohan 
Bhagwat met with many Muslim 
intellectuals and discussed re-
cent controversies and ways to 
strengthen religious inclusivity in 
the country.

As per the sources close to RSS, 
the meeting was held for propagat-
ing the ideas of Sangh and for pro-
moting the theme of religious in-
clusivity. Recent incidents like the 
Gyanvapi controversy, the Hijab 
controversy, and population con-
trol were discussed in the meeting.

The meeting was attended by 
many intellectuals like Former 
Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) S Y Qureshi, Former Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor (LG) Na-
jeeb Jung, Former Chancellor 
of Aligarh Muslim University 
(AMU) Lieutenant General Za-

meer Uddin Shah, Former MP 
Shahid Siddiqui and business-
man Saeed Shervani.

Former MP Shahid Siddiqui 
while talking to ANI, said that dis-
cussions were held to strengthen 
peace and brotherhood among 
people in the country.

"We are concerned that what-
ever is happening in the country 
is weakening the religious unity 
in the country. So, we all had dis-
cussions on how to sustain and 
strengthen peace and brotherhood 
in the country," Mr Siddiqui said.

Chinese Sitting On Indian 
Land The Size Of New Delhi: 
Rahul Gandhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kochi: Senior Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday contin-
ued his tirade on the ruling BJP 
at the Centre and alleged that it 
was spreading hatred among the 
people of the country, resulting 
in foreign powers occupying the 
Indian territory.

Addressing a massive crowd 
at the Ernakulam district border 
where the Congress' 'Bharat Jodo 
Yatra' concluded for the day, Mr 
Gandhi said those who spread 
hatred and create division in the 
society will be forgotten.

He claimed that the division 
created in the society has weak-
ened the country, resulting in Chi-
na's occupation of our territory.

"Our opponents outside can 
see what is going on in India. 
They can see that India is divided, 
full of hatred and clearly see the 
arrogance of the leadership. To-
day, for the first time we are in a 
situation where the Chinese have 
occupied thousands of kilome-
ters of our land," Mr Gandhi said.

He said even though the Army 
has admitted that the Chinese 
troops have occupied the Indian 
land, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has publicly denied it.

"Our Prime Minister has said 
publicly that no one has entered. 
Our army has said that they have 
entered, but our PM denied. But 
the Chinese are sitting on Indian 
land of the size of New Delhi," Mr 
Gandhi alleged.

The anger, hatred and the ar-
rogance spread in this country 
has resulted in consequences, in-
cluding unemployment and high 
prices of essential items.

"Would our social reformers 
including Sree Narayana Guru, 
Chattambi Swamikal and Ma-
hatma Ayyankali approve of such 
violence that is happening in our 
country these days?" he asked.

He said the speeches of those 
who lead the country today are 
filled with hatred and anger and 
"you will not find a single speech 
where they would preach affec-
tion, love or humility".

"They do not speak with humil-
ity, they speak with utmost ar-
rogance. and they spread hatred 
and anger. No country can succeed 
if it's full of hatred or arrogance. 
India has never been successful 
when it is full of anger and hate. 
India has never failed when it was 
full of love and affection."

Mr Gandhi on Tuesday kick-
started the 13th day of his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra from Cherthala in 
Alappuzha district along with 
thousands of party workers.

The yatra began with the 
planting of a Rambutan sapling 
at St. Michael's College. It was 
organised by Sasthravedi, the 
environment wing of the Kerala 
Pradesh Congress Committee.

The yatra covered a distance 
of around 30 kms and concluded 
at Aroor in the border area of Er-
nakulam District. The campsite 
tonight is in Ernakulam district.

Writer, Who Accused Donald 
Trump Of Rape, To File New 
Lawsuit Against Him
Agenceis

Washington: A writer who ac-
cused Donald Trump of raping 
her more than a quarter-century 
ago plans to file a new lawsuit 
against the former U.S. president, 
whose lawyer called the effort 
"extraordinarily prejudicial."

In a letter made public on 
Tuesday, a lawyer for E. Jean Car-
roll said the former Elle magazine 
columnist plans to sue Trump for 
battery and intentional infliction 
of emotional distress under New 
York state's Adult Survivors Act.

That law, recently signed by 
New York Governor Kathy Hochul, 
gives adult accusers a one-year 
window to bring civil claims over 
alleged sexual misconduct regard-
less of how long ago it occurred.

Carroll has accused Trump of 
raping her in late 1995 or early 

1996 in a dressing room at the 
Bergdorf Goodman department 
store in Midtown Manhattan.

Trump has denied raping Car-
roll and accused her of concocting 
the rape claim to sell her book.

Carroll's lawyer Roberta Ka-
plan said her client plans to sue 
Trump on Nov. 24 when the 
state law takes effect, and that 
the claims and Carroll's existing 
defamation case against Trump 
could be tried together in Febru-
ary 2023.

Israeli PM Meets Turkish President, First Time In 14 Years
Agenceis

JERUSALEM: Israel’s prime minister 
has met with Turkey’s president for 
the first time in 14 years, the latest 
sign of warming ties between the 
two regional powers after a long 
and bitter rift.

The office of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yair Lapid said he met with 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Tuesday, on the side-
lines of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, the largest annual 
gathering of world leaders now 
underway in New York.

In his meeting with Erdogan, La-
pid said he “commended” the re-
cent restoration of full diplomatic 
ties between the countries and the 
appointment this week of a new 
Israeli ambassador to Turkey.

The scene of Lapid, the Israeli 

caretaker prime minister un-
til new elections in November, 
warmly greeting Erdogan could 
serve to bolster his diplomatic cre-
dentials as an alternative to Israel’s 
longtime former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Netanyahu 
has billed himself as a world-class 
statesman, but relations with Tur-
key deteriorated during his more 

than a decade in power.
Erdogan has shown a willing-

ness for warmer ties since Ne-
tanyahu left office last year. Over 
years of strained relations, Erdo-
gan has been an outspoken critic 
of Israeli policy toward the Pal-
estinians. Israel, in turn, has ob-
jected to Turkey’s embrace of the 
Palestinian militant group Hamas, 

which rules the Gaza Strip.
The once-close regional allies 

withdrew their respective ambas-
sadors in 2010, after Israeli forces 
stormed a Gaza-bound flotilla car-
rying humanitarian aid for Pales-
tinians that broke an Israeli block-
ade. The incident resulted in the 
deaths of nine Turkish activists.

But following Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog’s state visit to Tur-
key in March and other signs of a 
thaw, the two countries agreed to 
exchange ambassadors. The coun-
tries still share various strategic in-
terests, including containing Iran.

During their meeting in New 
York, Lapid thanked Erdogan for 
intelligence cooperation against 
Iranian attempts to carry out at-
tacks in Turkey and brought up 
the issue of missing and captive 
Israelis, his office said.
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UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CONSTRUCTION DIVISION

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

For and on behalf of the University of Kashmir, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage (%age) basis from approved and 
eligible Civil Contractors registered with J&K  Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/U.T/ Central Governments for the following works

S.No Name of Work
Est. Cost

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc in 
shape of E-Chal-

lan (in Rs.)

Earnest 
Money in 

Rs.

Time and Date 
for Submission of 
E-Tender.

Date & Time
of Opening

of Bid

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. Fabricating truss for Parking near 
Examination Block at Main Campus. 40.00 1100/- 80,000/-

  20-09 -2022 to
    27-09-2022

 (6.00 PM)

28-09-2022
(11.30 AM)

“AAY” & 
“BEE”

2.
Macadamization of Parking and al-
lied roads at Upper and Lower Delina 
at North Campus.

39.13 1100/- 78,260/-
  20-09 -2022   to 

27-09-2022
 (6.00 PM)

28-09-2022
(11.30 AM)

“AAY” & 
“BEE”

3. Construction of Car Parking for the 
S.A Boys Hostel at Zakura Campus. 21.40 800/- 42,800/-

 20-09 -2022   to
 27-09-2022

 (6.00 PM)

28-09-2022
(11.30 AM)

“BEE” & 
“CEE”

4. Upgradation of Car Parking in front 
side of Media Block at Main Campus. 19.49 800/- 38,980/-

 20-09 -2022 to
 27-09-2022

 (6.00 PM)

28-09-2022
(11.30 AM)

“BEE” & 
“CEE”

5.

Construction of Parking at South 
Campus (Balance work by way of 
Providing and Laying of Factory made 
Kerb Stone).

1.56 200/- 3,120/-
  20-09 -2022 to

 27-09-2022
 (6.00 PM)

28-09-2022
(11.30 AM) “DEE”

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the web site www.kashmiruniversity.net / www.jktenders.gov.in. 
NIT No: - F(E.Tend)(UCD)/KU/36/22  Executive Engineer
DATED:20/09/22. DIPK-NB-3993-22

WOMEN DEVOTEES RAISE THEIR HANDS in supplication during the annual urs of 
Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom (RA), popularly known as Sultan-u-Arifeen at Kohimaran in 
the city on Wednesday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

DGP Calls For Revisiting Srinagar, 
South Kashmir Security Plans
Orders Strengthening Of Area Domination, Night Patrolling In Grey Areas

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Director General of 
Police Dilbag Singh on Wednesday 
chaired a high- level joint meet-
ing of officers here and called for 
revisiting the Srinagar and south 
Kashmir security grid plans.

The top police officer chaired 
the meeting at the Police Con-
trol Room Kashmir here this 
afternoon.

Spl DGP CID, J&K R.R Swain, 
IG CRPF Ops Kashmir, M.S Bha-
tia, IG CRPF Srinagar Ops Sector, 
Ms Charu Sinha, ADGP Kashmir 
Zone Vijay Kumar, IGP Hqr, B. S 
Tuti, DIG CKR/SKR Sujit Kumar, 
SSP Srinagar, Rakesh Balwal and 
AIG (Training and Policy) JS Jo-
har attended the meeting.

Addressing the meeting, the 
DGP appreciated the joint ef-
forts of J&K Police and other 
security forces for conducting 
various successful anti-militan-
cy operations, a police spokes-
person said in a statement.

“We have to augment and en-
hance of capabilities to achieve 
our targets,” the DGP said and 

“emphasized on revisiting the 
city and south Kashmir security 
grid plans.”

“We must continue to deal 
strictly with elements involved in 
misguiding our youth and push-
ing them towards (militancy).

He directed the officers to 
strengthen area domination and 
night patrolling in ‘grey’ areas, 
the spokesperson said. The DGP 
stressed on placing the surprise 
Nakas and ambushes to check 
any suspicious movement.

“He directed for the use 
of modern gadgets includ-
ing drones and CCTVs for area 
domination.”

The DGP also stressed for 
identifying the gaps if any for 
desired results, the spokesper-
son said. “He directed that Ju-

risdictional officers to ensure 
the supervision of the Nakas 
and deployments on a regular 
basis,” he said, adding, “The 
DGP directed for conducting 
the joint security meeting at 
District levels for executing the 
strategies.” The DGP also em-
phasized on adopting preven-
tive measures to restrict the 
movement of anti-peace ele-
ments, he said.

“(the DGP directed forces to 
maintain pressure on anti na-
tion elements so that (militant) 
groups don’t get any chance of 
revival.” The DGP impressed 
upon the officers, to work out 
strategies to further consolidate 
peace in Jammu Kashmir.

“In the process forces have 
to ensure that civilians do not 
face any inconvenience.” Stress-
ing for remaining more vigilant 
against militant support net-
work “who are helping (mili-
tants) to carry out their nefari-
ous designs,” the DGP said and 
directed for putting in utmost 
efforts to ensure militancy free 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Srinagar Mosque "Fully Open": 
Police Counters Owaisi's Claim

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Countering All 
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (AIMIM) chief Asadud-
din Owaisi for his "shut" Jamia 
Masjid remarks, Srinagar Police 
on Tuesday stated that Masjid 
is "fully opened" and the leader 
"staying far' from truth is "no 
excuse for ignorance".

"Jamia is fully opened. Only 
on 3 occasions post-covid, it 
was temporarily shut for Friday 
noon prayers owing to inputs 
of terror attack and law and 
order situation. This was after 
Jamia authorities failed to take 
responsibility for happenings 
inside. Staying far is no excuse 
for ignorance," Srinagar Police 
tweeted on Tuesday.

This came after AIMIM Chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi had tweeted 
and asked the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor (LG) of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Manoj Sinha, when cin-

ema halls have been opened in 
Shopian and Pulwama, why the 
Srinagar Jamia Masjid is shut 
every Friday.

"Sir Manoj Sinha, you have 
opened cinema halls in Shop-
ian and Pulwama, but why is 
Srinagar Jamia Masjid shut ev-
ery Friday, at least don't shut it 
during the afternoon matinee 
show," Owaisi had tweeted.

Earlier on Tuesday, Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha in-
augurated the cinema hall in 
Srinagar, after halls remained 
shut down for three decades 
due to violence.

The cinema hall with all the 
modern facilities has been built 
by INOX and owned by Vijay 
Dhar. It has a seating capacity 
of 520 persons in its three big 
auditoriums. The multiplex will 
also have a restaurant and gam-
ing zone for kids in the coming 
months as these two facilities 
are being built.

Srinagar city had 12 famous 
cinemas but they were shut 
down in the 90s when militan-
cy broke out in the Valley which 
tore its social and peaceful at-
mosphere. The cinemas were 
banned by militant group called 
'Allah Tigers'.

The INOX cinema will screen 
movies for Kashmiris from Oc-
tober 1 and tickets will be avail-
able from September 26.

LG Manoj Sinha said that such 
changes have become possible in 
Kashmir due to the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
who took a historic step on Au-
gust 5, 2019, to reshape Jammu 
and Kashmir and end its gloomy 
past. Sinha said that all districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir will have 
100-seater Cinema halls where 
youth can entertain themselves. 
Sinha last week inaugurated two 
cinema halls in once militancy-
hotspots of Shopian and Pulwa-
ma in south Kashmir.

Mehta Reviews Traffic 
Scenario On Srinagar-
Jammu Highway
Stresses On Maintaining Lane Discipline And 
2-Laning Of Difficult Stretches

Observer News Service

JAMMU: In view of the ensuing 
fruit season in the valley Chief 
Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta 
on Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing to review the traffic scenario 
on the Srinagar-Jammu National 
Highway here.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief Secretary, 
Home; Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Agriculture Production; 
Principal Secretary, PWD; IG 
Traffic; Secretary, Transport; 
Deputy Commissioner, Ramban; 
Transport Commissioner, Repre-
sentatives from NHAI and other 
concerned officers.

Jammu based officers partici-
pated in the meeting through 
video conferencing.

Dr Mehta impressed upon the 
officers to ensure that there is 
smooth movement of the fruit 
laden trucks and their passage 
on the National Highway is 
given due priority over other ve-
hicles for their smooth travel to 
their destinations.

He enjoined upon the officers 
to complete the double laning 
of stretches between Banihal 
and Ramban and its subsequent 
black topping within a period 
of 10 days. He advised them to 
squeeze the travel time on this 
road to 6 and 8 hours for LMVs 
and HMVs respectively.

On the request of the Traffic 
Police the Chief Secretary urged 
the NHAI to carryout the repair 
works on the shooting-stone 
prone stretches of the road for 
4 hours within a period of 5 
days from coming Friday (3:00-
7:00 am). He asked them to 
halt the traffic only during the 
night when traffic is very lean 
and minimum. He underscored 
the need for creating minimum 
obstacles for the movement of 

traffic during all these days.
Dr Mehta directed the traffic 

police to strictly maintain lane 
discipline on the road and take 
all the steps against the violators 
including e-Challaning. He asked 
them to act tough on those re-
sorting to road side parking. He 
also took note of the stagnant 
trucks found between Malpora 
and Qazigund stretch of the Na-
tional Highway and remarked 
that the same  should be looked 
into and found solution for.

The Chief Secretary also told 
them to look for different sci-
entific methods like use of GPS 
technology and others for bet-
ter management of traffic on 
the roads. He asked them to 
procure all the road safety gear 
and methods for better surveil-
lance of roads in the UT. He also 
instructed for wearing of body-
worn cameras and use of motor-
cycles and interceptors by the 
traffic police cops on duty.

The meeting was informed 
that the procurement of 213 
bikes (one for each police sta-
tion), 110 Royal Enfield bikes, 23 
cranes, 20 mobile vehicle inter-
ceptors, 16 highway patrolling 
vehicles has been completed and 
their retrofitting is going on for 
their customized use. It was also 
said that an amount of Rs 152.00 
lakhs is being spent on acquiring 
of other traffic equipment.

It was further revealed in 
the meeting that in order to 
generate public awareness the 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic de-
partments had conducted 2134 
awareness camps in the previ-
ous year and 1256 camps upto 
August this year. The health 
check-up of thousands of driv-
ers has also been carried out by 
these departments jointly dur-
ing the past 2 years, as was ap-
prised in the meeting.

JK SCERT ‘Proposes’ To Shift Classes 1-9 Exams In March
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Following the shifting of all 
board exams to March session, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training (SCERT) is 
also likely to do away with the October-
November session.

In this regard, SCERT has forwarded a 
proposal to the Principal Secretary, School 
Education Department.

According to reports, a joint meeting of 
all the Drawing and Disbursing Officers 
(DDOs) of SCERT was held in virtual mode 
to seek inputs on adoption of Uniform 
Academic Calendar upto class 9th in win-
ter zone areas of JKUT and formulation of 
budget estimates 2022-23 Viz 2023-24.

“In the meeting a threadbare discussion 
was held with all stakeholders for smooth 
implementation of Uniform Academic 
Calendar upto class 9th in JKUT sync with 
the Uniform Academic Calendar notified 
by Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT) 
for class 10th 11th and 12th,” reads the 
minutes of meeting.

It states that all participants in the 
meeting had agreed for adoption of Uni-
form Academic Calendar upto class 9th 
in JKUT.

“All the participants in the meeting have 
agreed to implement Uniform Academic 
Calendar in rural and urban and winter 

zone areas in sync with the academic cal-
endar of other classes 9th to 12th as noti-
fied by the government,” it reads.

It further states that, “There shall be 
school based Student Assessment and 
Evaluation Scheme’ for all classes and Year 
End Assessment for classes 5th and 8th 
shall be conducted in the month of March 
every year in all schools across the JKUT to 
identify Potential Learners (Low Perform-
er students) on the basis of performance 
and competency in assessment, who will 
be given remedial teaching to bring them 
at par with other students.”

According to the minutes of the SCERT, 
“The uniform question papers for classes 
5th and 8th shall be prescribed by SCERT 
J&K to familiarize and prepare the stu-
dents about future Board Examinations.”

“In case some snow bound areas of 
Districts like Bandipora (Gurez), Kishtwar 
(Dachan, Madwa) Kathua, Kupwara etc 
their shall be separate series of question 
papers prescribed by SCERT JKUT, which 
will enable the respective Principals of 
DIETs, in consultation with ZEO and clus-
ter heads to conduct ‘Year End Assess-
ment’ as per their feasibility within two 
weeks,” it reads.

SCERT said that it was unanimously 
agreed by all participants that there is 
sufficient human resource and infra-
structure available for conducting of ‘Year 

End Assessment’ for classes 5th and 8th 
at Cluster Level and for other classes at 
School level.

“All the Principal DIETs have submitted 
that adoption of Uniform Academic Calen-
dar upto Class 9th in JKUT sync with the 
analogy of Class 10th to 12th as notified 
by the Government of JKUT and should be 
implemented,” it reads.

It further said that in case of formulation 
of first budget estimates for the year 2023-
24, 2022-23 (Revised), all DDO, Principal 
DIETs were sanitized about the budget for-
mats prescribed by Finance Department; 
for which Whatsapp groups for budget 
and examinations were created by SCERT 
for immediate sharing of information.

SCERT said that during the meeting it 
was also decided that accounts staff and 
budget of SCERT and associated DIETs 
must prepare budget estimates in con-
sonance with the sanctioned strength of 
SCERT and DIETs as per latest government 
orders issued for establishment of SCERT 
in JKUT.

“All the participants Viz Joint Directors 
and Principal DIETs and other associated 
staff was advised to submit their inputs 
on a adoption of Uniform Academic Cal-
endar upto class 9th in JKUT and budget 
estimates 2022-23 revised and 2023-24 
on prescribed formats by 18.9.2022,” it 
reads—(KNO)

KIIT’s Engineering Programmes 
Get ABET (US) Accreditation

Observer News Service

The prestigious Accredita-
tion Board for Engineering 

and Technology (ABET), USA has 
accredited KIIT Deemed to be 
University’s six engineering pro-
grams. ABET is the premier global 
accreditation organization of en-
gineering and engineering tech-
nology programmes. Regarded as 
the ‘Gold Standard’ for engineer-
ing education, it assures that pro-
grams meet the quality standards 
that produce graduates prepared 
to enter a global workforce.

With this recognition, KIIT has 
become the only institution in 
the country to have accreditation 
from ABET (USA) in all six engi-
neering programmes. Besides, 
KIIT Deemed to be University has 

also been accredited by all the 
statutory bodies of the Govt of In-
dia. Six programs of KIIT-DU have 
received the ABET (US) accredita-
tion at a time due to its quality 
education and other aspects.

ABET's peer-review process 
is highly regarded worldwide 
because it adds critical value to 
academic programs in technical 
disciplines, where quality, preci-
sion, and safety are paramount. 
Congratulating the students and 
faculty of KIIT, Dr. Achyuta Sa-
manta, Founder, KIIT & KISS said 
that it is yet another recognition 
for the high-quality programmes 
of KIIT, which effectively pre-
pares students for global careers. 
Getting ABET accreditation is 
very prestigious for any technical 
University, Dr. Samanta added.

70% Work On 'Jambu' Zoo 
Completed; Likely To Be 
Thrown Open To Public

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Around 70 percent of 
work on 'Jambu' zoo here has 
been completed and authori-
ties are mulling to throw it open 
to public soon, officials said on 
Wednesday.

Touted to be biggest in north 
India, the zoo, located at Khan-
pur Nagrota in the city, will 
house 27 famous species of ani-
mals including Royal Bengal ti-
ger and Asiatic lion. It will also 
have a nocturnal animal house 
and a butterfly park.

The zoo has missed several 
deadlines since it was conceptu-
alised in 2016.

Chief Secretary Arun Kumar 
Mehta, who visited the under-
construction Jambo zoo, issued 
directions for development and 
blacktopping of internal roads 
so that the completed part of 
the zoo could be thrown open 
for the general public as soon as 
possible, the officials said.

Chief Wildlife Warden Suresh 
Kumar said that 70 percent of 
the work on the project, spread 
on an area of 163.40 hectares, 
has been completed.

The zoo project was ground-
ed due to financial crunch and 
work resumed in 2019 for its 
completion and now it is back 
on track, the officials said.

Jambo zoo, named after the 
founder of the city King Jambu 
Lochan, will have an artificial 
waterfall and will house 27 

famous species of animals, in-
cluding the Royal Bengal Tiger, 
the Asiatic Lion, leopards, bears, 
crocodiles, ghadiyals and sam-
bar deer, the officials said.

It will also have reptile cham-
bers hosting the poisonous and 
non-poisonous snakes, they said.

The zoo will also have an open 
amusement theatre and a park 
for children.

"The zoo will have battery-
operated cars and bicycles for 
the visitors to move around. The 
facility would be a major attrac-
tion for tourists coming to the 
city," an official said.

The project is spread over 625 
acres of land and will have fa-
cilities like tourist information 
centres, large parking spaces, 
cafeterias, restrooms, the offi-
cials said.

They said the main objective 
is to promote international eco-
tourism, research and education 
on wildlife conservation, animal 
rehabilitation and mitigation of 
man-animal conflicts.

The Jambu zoo project was 
approved by the authorities at a 
cost of Rs 121 crore. The Central 
Zoo Authority of India (CZA) had 
approved the concept plan for 
establishing "Jambu" in 2016.

Responding to the issue of wa-
ter supply to the zoo, the chief 
secretary asked the officers con-
cerned to take up the matter 
with the Jal Shakti department 
and ensure completion of work 
on dugwells at the earliest. 

Youth Dies While Escaping Stray Dogs
SRINAGAR: A youth, chased by a pack of stray dogs, died after fall-
ing off a wall in Karnah area of North Kashmir’s Kupwara district 
on Wednesday.

20-year-old Azhar Mehmood Baig suffered critical injuries when 
he jumped from a 10-feet wall to escape from a pack of stray dogs 
chasing him in Dringla village of Karnah, reports said Wednesday. 
The injured youth was removed by his friend in trauma Sub dis-
trict Hospital (SDH) Tanghdar for treatment. However, the doctors 
declared him dead, reports said. After performing medical formali-
ties, the body was handed over to his relatives for last rites. (ONS)

Teen Arrested for Sodomising Minor
SRINAGAR: A teenager was arrested in Khag area of Central Kash-
mir’s Budgam district on Wednesday for sodomising a minor boy, 
officials said.

News agency KNO quoting an official reported that the teenager 
had sodomised a 4-year-old boy in Khag.

He said that soon after receiving information about the same, 
police swung into action and arrested the teenager.

The official added that a case under section 377 IPC and 04 
POSCO act has been registered and investigation has also been 
started in this regard. (Agencies)

Man Injured In Bear Attack
SRINAGAR: A man was attacked and injured on Wednesday by a 
black bear in North Kashmir’s Bandipora district.

The bear appeared in Panar village on Wednesday morning and 
carried out a surprise attack on Nazir Ahmad, reports said. Ahmad 
sustained injuries in the bear attack before the locals reached the 
spot and chased away the beast.

The injured man, reports said, was shifted to District Hospital 
Bandipora with critical injuries. (ONS)

Soldier Dies Mysteriously In Jammu
SRINAGAR: A soldier died under mysterious circumstances at an army 
camp in Domana area in the outskirts of Jammu city on Wednesday.

31-year-old Naik Jaswant Singh collapsed on the ground while per-
forming his duty at a camp in Raipur village of Domana, reports said. 
A resident of Patiala city in Punjab, the soldier was removed to the 
Government Medical College (GMC) Jammu in an unconscious state.

However, the doctors there declared him dead. Heart attack is 
suspected to have caused Singh’s instant death.

Meanwhile, police have started proceedings under Section 174 
CrPc in this regard. (ONS) 



A 
majority of us want a cleaner and safer envi-
ronment but none of us want to make major 
changes in our lifestyles that could contrib-
ute towards it. Recently, Kashmir has seen 

not only major changes in climate conditions as well 
as patterns but has also witnessed the threats from 
wildlife creating a direct unpleasant rift between 
man and nature — a relationship which was oth-
erwise supposed to be harmonious. 

Instead of cultivating a conducive relation-
ship between man and environment, human ac-
tions have caused many environmental prob-
lems. There are many serious environmental 
threats that the world is facing at the moment 
like globally rising temperatures or global 
warming, climate change, deforestation, 
air and water pollution, species extinction by 
which the earth is changing.  All of us are equally 
responsible for these problems in one way or the 
other. However, this also means that all of us can 
do our bit to fix these problems if we understand 
our roles and responsibilities as far as protection 
of the environment is concerned. 

Our personal activities/ actions can 
either improve or deteriorate the 
environment’s quality. Glutinous 
consumption is hardly sustainable 
for humans who think comfort at the 
cost of the environment is a given. On the 
contrary, human existence is quite impos-
sible without the presence of a healthy 
environment. 

There are actions people can opt 
daily to protect the environment like 
recycling, reusing, composting, and 
the use of green fuels and vehicles. Re-
member our earth can fulfill our needs 
but not will not heed much to our greed. 

If we are to respond to environmental is-
sues properly, we need to recognize that each of 
us is individually responsible for the quality of the 
environment we live in. 

The same people who demand clean water and 
block the roads during its unavailability are the ones 
who waste it as well as pollute water bodies by dump-
ing waste into these. Until and unless we recognise 
that we owe it to the resources we use, to see to it that 
we create a feasible environment for them to sustain-
ability exist, we remain vulnerable. 

Something as little as using fans instead of ACs, 
using public transport instead of private ones, using 
own water bottles instead of buying bottled water, us-
ing and carrying own recyclable bag instead of buying 
daily items in plastic bags, using of washable and reus-
able diapers among children, can go a long way. These 
little changes and habits at individual levels can bring 
about a huge change — technology and 
policy can do nothing without individual 
civic sense. Environmental problems 
cannot be solved alone with quick techno-
logical fixes. Decisions and actions taken 
by individuals to a very large extent de-
termine the quality of life for everyone. 
This necessitates that individuals should 
not only be aware of various environmen-
tal issues and the consequences of their 
actions on the environment but should 
also make a firm resolve to develop envi-
ronmentally ethical lifestyles.

The fundamental duties enshrined in 
the Indian constitution impose a duty on 
individuals to protect the environment in 
order to provide each and every human a clean envi-
ronment and a life with dignity and harmony. Article 
51A(g) states that the fundamental duty of every Indian 
citizen is, “to protect & improve the natural environ-
ment including forest, lakes, rivers & wildlife & to 
have compassion for living creatures”. 

Kashmir is also lagging behind in waste management. 
Some of the waste from our households can be diluted, de-
composed and recycled by natural processes indefinitely 
as long as these processes are not overloaded. Natural pro-
cesses also provide services of flood prevention, erosion 
control at no cost at all. We must therefore learn to value 
these resources and use them sustainably. 

By creating a culture of environmental conscious-
ness and teaching our friends and families that the 
physical environment is fragile and necessary, we can 
begin fixing the problems that threaten it. Only environ-

m e n t a l 
conscious-
ness and 
awareness 

make peo-
ple realize 
that our ac-
tions help in 

restoring the 
damages caused 

by us. 
Every year the 

quality of the environment is 
deteriorating instead of improving. But the 

good news is that there is a lot we can still do as indi-
viduals to change this. In order to tackle the menace of 
these growing environmental problems, urgent steps 
should have to be taken not only at global or national 
levels but also at local or individual levels. In fact, the 
role of individuals in prevention of environmental 
problems is of critical importance, because it is the in-
dividuals that make a community or country. Effort by 
each individual at his or her level can snowball into a 
significant effect on the global level. 

Indeed, “Charity begins at home” and environmen-
tal conservation stands to benefit all of us equally. It is 
taking care of oneself and our community as well. This 
education can spread from an individual, to a family 
unit and to the community at large. Environment con-

scious and inspired individuals are thus the strongest 
tools to tackle environmental problems especially at lo-
cal levels. This is because individuals can tackle envi-
ronmental problems more effectively as they are more 
familiar with the problems persisting at local level and 
they can find relevant ways to mitigate these. 

It’s of no use pointing fingers at each other when 
it comes to facing the wrath of environmental issues. 
If we start with ourselves, these issues can be resolved 
gradually. This kind of education will cultivate a culture 
wherein individual responsibility will be a compulsory 
service to the society at large. 

Views expressed in the article are the author’s own 
and do not necessarily represent the editorial stance of 

Kashmir Observer 
The author is an Environmental Specialist 
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Beyond Gandhis?

T
he chances of Congress electing a new 
president are brightening with every pass-
ing day. As it is, Rahul Gandhi who is cur-
rently undertaking a nationwide padyatra 

has refused to become the president of the party 
once again. And the current president Sonia Gan-
dhi is grappling with health issues. So who will 
take over as the new Congress president? The exer-
cise has been complicated with several state units 
passing the resolution that Rahul should again as-
sume the presidency of the party.  Many see Rajas-
than chief minister Ashok Gehlot as the favourite 
to become the new party president. He enjoys the 
blessings and backing of Gandhis. There are re-
ports that the 71 year old leader has agreed to file 
his nomination papers next Monday for the Octo-
ber 17 election. Gehlot has also repeatedly been 
told by Sonia Gandhi to take charge but he has 
been reluctant to do so, instead urging Rahul to be 
the new chief. Alternatively, he wants to take over 
as working president of the Congress with Sonia 
Gandhi as full-time chief, while also continuing to 
be Rajathan chief minister where he fears ceding 
ground to Sachin Pilot. 

New twist in the tale is the possibility that 66 
year old Shashi Tharoor might also throw his hat 
in the ring. Tharoor who joined Congress party 
after failing to win the election for the Secretary 
General of United Nations is a strong contender. 
He is currently a member of the Congress rebel 
group also called G23 which was mainly led by 
Ghulam Nabi Azad before his recent exit from the 
party and the decision to float his own party. It re-
mains to be seen if Tharoor is able to pull the sup-
port of enough Congress members to be elected as 
the new president. 

But as things stand, Rahul Gandhi is not yet 
completely out of the race.   He could still be per-
suaded to become the Congress chief, considering 
in the absence of a Gandhi at the helm, there is 
every chance that far from reviving  as a viable 
political force, Congress could further break up. 
The party has already witnessed a series of res-
ignations by senior party leaders including Azad. 
Their main grouse has been that under the cur-
rent leadership, they don’t see any chance that 
Congress will fare relatively better at the hus-
tings, let alone return to power.  They are not 
wrong. Under Gandhis, Congress has lost most of 
the elections over the past eight years. The party 
has proved itself singularly incapable of taking 
on the BJP juggernaut. That said, Congress bring-
ing itself to elect a non-Gandhi leader is in itself a 
shift away from the business as usual approach. It 
will be interesting to see how things unfold over 
the next two months. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Learning the right 
lessons

T
heir situation is due to the questionable business 
models adopted by these companies over the last 
two years. The disruption to mobility during the 
pandemic had led to an explosion in demand for on-

line classes — from K12 to skilling, preparation for competi-
tive exams, and to non-curriculum edtech. The easy avail-
ability of capital from private equity and venture capital 
investors set off a frenzy. Almost $7.7 billion was invested 
in edtech startups since 2020, across 314 deals, helping cre-
ate six new unicorns. But as life returned to normal, parents 
preferred to shift their children back to offline classes, im-
pacting the K12 segment adversely. Funding started to dry 
up at the same time due to rising global interest rates and 
tighter liquidity.

Some edtechs also cut corners to acquire customers 
eroding the credibility of the whole sector. .Thousands of 
customers are engaged in prolonged tussles with companies 
to cancel course subscriptions and retrieve the fees paid by 
them. There are also some complaints regarding misuse of 
data pertaining to students. With ballooning customer ac-
quisition costs and funding drying up, edtech companies 
have been aggressively reducing the workforce. Early stage 
edtech companies Crejo.fun and Udayy have shut shop while 
Lido Learning has filed for bankruptcy. 

The point to note though is that this is not the end of 
the road for edtech companies. They have to tweak their 
business models to reflect the changed environment, which 
some of them have begun to do. While the K12 segment is 
impacted due to reopening of schools, the test preparation 
segment, and certification and skilling segments still have 
many takers for online content, especially in Tier II and 
Tier III cities where good teachers are scarce. Edtech com-
panies are now also beginning to move towards a hybrid 
model, offering both offline and online classes, which could 
be more sustainable. Offering more courses in regional lan-
guages could also increase the reach of these companies. But 
above all, the companies need to shift focus from mindless 
pursuit of customer acquisitions to learning outcomes, and 
developing critical thinking skills in students. The industry 
self-regulatory body, Indian EdTech Consortium, needs to 
play an active role in ensuring that the players do not resort 
to unethical practices and the interests of the students are 
well served. In the battle for the market, the smaller edtechs 
could fall by the wayside but that is the inevitable path to 
maturity for the industry.

Hindu Business Line

K O  V I E W

T
hanks to Kashmir Observer 
for publishing a useful and 
thought-provoking article, 
”The Unwelcome Guests” 

(Sep. 20) on the long-standing human-
animal conflict. Man-animal conflict 
has been a major concern in recent 
years. It raises few important ques-
tions like, where this is heading to-
wards and why animal deaths and 
loss of human lives, and properties 
from man-animal conflicts take seri-
ous turns. Perhaps, one major reason 
for the persistence of man-animal 
conflict is that people migrating to 

the forest floor for employment and 
for other purposes have no knowl-
edge about the behavior of animals 
and their movements. 

India’s highest rate of urbaniza-
tion has caused a hasty expansion of 
human settlements into areas that 
were once exclusively wildlife habi-
tats. With vaguely defined boundar-
ies for fauna, human-occupied areas 
in India have increasingly become 
the hangouts for wandering wild 
animals. Conflict with wildlife has 
reached unprecedented levels, with 
predators attacking livestock, thus 

leading to retaliatory animal killings. 
The deadly human-animal conflict 
has largely been the consequence of 
a fast growing human population’s 
inability to find sustainable ways to 
co-exist with the country’s bustling 
wildlife. Human population increase 
and its consequent demand for natu-
ral resources have led to degradation 
and fragmentation of natural habi-
tats.  As a result, humans and wildlife 
compete for the same diminishing 
resources. Mitigation of human-wild-
life conflict is thus becoming one of 
the major concerns for both wildlife 

managers and the scientific com-
munity. It is therefore necessary to 
address the issue in a holistic man-
ner, and co-create palliative solu-
tions with full engagement of all the 
relevant stakeholders. Also, more 
investments in research, testing and 
sharing coordinated and systematic 
approaches are needed to tackle the 
man-animal conflict.

Ranganathan Sivakumar 
siva19kumar@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com
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Guardians of Environment 
Individual’s role towards the environment is paramount even when the current 

discussions on calamities deflect from the narrative of symbiosis between humans and 
their surroundings and instead make an enemy out of everyone else but themselves 

Bilal Bashir Bhat 

Gluttonous 
consumption 

is hardly 
sustainable for 
humans who think 
comfort at the cost 
of the environment 
is a given. On the 
contrary, human 
existence is quite 
impossible without 
the presence of a 
healthy 
environment

Recently, Kashmir has seen not only 
major changes in climate conditions as 

well as patterns but has also witnessed the 
threats from wildlife creating a direct 
unpleasant rift between man and nature — 
a relationship which was otherwise 
supposed to be harmonious
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Interestingly, the 
connection between 

nightmares and future 
dementia was much 

stronger for men 
than for women. For 
example, older men 

who had nightmares 
every week were five 

times more likely to 
develop dementia 

compared with older 
men reporting no bad 

dreams. In women, 
however, the increase 

in risk was only 41%. 
I found a very similar 

pattern in the middle-
aged group

Learn from the experience, and identify that you don’t have to change your view of yourself. A 
friendship breakup is not always a reflection of your character and where you’ll go from there. 

Bouncing back and connecting with others will feel difficult at first, you might even begin to question 
whether you can maintain new friendships
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Nightmares and Dementia

How to Navigate Friendship Breakups

Abidemi Otaiku 

We spend a third of our lives 
asleep. And a quarter of our 
time asleep is spent dream-
ing. So, for the average per-
son alive in 2022, with a life 

expectancy of around 73, that clocks in at 
just over six years of dreaming.

Yet, given the central role that dream-
ing plays in our lives, we still know so little 
about why we dream, how the brain cre-
ates dreams, and importantly, what the 
significance of our dreams might be for our 
health – especially the health of our brains.

My latest study, published in The Lancet’s 
eClinicalMedicine journal, shows that our 
dreams can reveal a surprising amount of 
information about our brain health. More 
specifically, it shows that having frequent 
bad dreams and nightmares (bad dreams 
that make you wake up) during middle or 
older age, may be linked with an increased 
risk of developing dementia.

In the study, I analysed data from three 
large US studies of health and ageing. 
These included over 600 people aged be-
tween 35 and 64, and 2,600 people aged 79 
and older.

All the participants were dementia-free 

at the start of the study and were followed 
for an average of nine years for the middle-
aged group and five years for the older par-
ticipants.

At the beginning of the study (2002-
12), the participants completed a range of 
questionnaires, including one which asked 
about how often they experienced bad 
dreams and nightmares.

I analysed the data to find out whether 
participants with a higher frequency of 
nightmares at the beginning of the study 
were more likely to go on to experience 
cognitive decline (a fast decline in memory 
and thinking skills over time) and be diag-
nosed with dementia.

WEEKLY NIGHTMARES
I found that middle-aged participants 

who experienced nightmares every week, 
were four times more likely to experience 
cognitive decline (a precursor to dementia) 
over the following decade, while the older 
participants were twice as likely to be diag-
nosed with dementia.

Interestingly, the connection between 
nightmares and future dementia was much 
stronger for men than for women. For ex-
ample, older men who had nightmares 
every week were five times more likely to 

develop dementia compared with older 
men reporting no bad dreams. In women, 
however, the increase in risk was only 41%. 
I found a very similar pattern in the mid-
dle-aged group.

Overall, these results suggest frequent 
nightmares may be one of the earliest signs 
of dementia, which can precede the devel-
opment of memory and thinking problems 
by several years or even decades – espe-
cially in men.

Alternatively, it is also possible that hav-
ing regular bad dreams and nightmares 
might even be a cause of dementia.

Given the nature of this study, it is not 
possible to be certain which of these theo-
ries is correct (though I suspect it is the for-
mer). However, regardless of which theory 
turns out to be true – the major implication 
of the study remains the same, that is, that 
having regular bad dreams and nightmares 
during middle and older age may be linked 
to an increased risk of developing demen-
tia later in life.

The good news is that recurring night-
mares are treatable. And the first-line 
medical treatment for nightmares has al-
ready been shown to decrease the build-up 
of abnormal proteins linked to Alzheimer’s 
disease. There have also been case reports 

showing improvements in memory and 
thinking skills after treating nightmares.

These findings suggest that treating 
nightmares might help to slow cognitive 
decline and to prevent dementia from de-
veloping in some people. This will be an 
important avenue to explore in future re-
search.

The next steps for my research will in-
clude investigating whether nightmares 
in young people might also be linked to 
increased dementia risk. This could help 
to determine whether nightmares cause 
dementia, or whether they are simply an 
early sign in some people. I also plan to in-
vestigate whether other dream character-
istics, such as how often we remember our 
dreams and how vivid they are, might also 
help to determine how likely people are to 
develop dementia in the future.

This research might not only help to shed 
light on the relationship between demen-
tia and dreaming, and provide new oppor-
tunities for earlier diagnoses – and possibly 
earlier interventions – but it may also shed 
new light on the nature and function of 
the mysterious phenomenon that we call 
dreaming.

By arrangements with The Conversation 

NABILAH ALI

Nothing ever really pre-
pares you for friendship 
breakups. They can be 
messy and complex, but  
sometimes also a bless-

ing in disguise.
There’s a plethora of advice on 

social media regarding what to say 
to someone who might be crossing 
your boundaries and how to notice 
the red flags in friendships. How-
ever, the idea of tackling this with a 
rule book is too rigid in comparison 
to how fast our lives are constantly 
changing.

There may not be a recipe on how 
to fix or resolve these friendship is-
sues, but there are events to look out 
for, which may lead to the break up 
of a friendship or perhaps provide 
insight into why it happened.

Here are some of the causes of 
friendship breakups:

POOR COMMUNICATION
Communication does not come 

down to one person being ready to 
talk, it requires readiness from both 
people, and we need to be accepting 
of the fact that we might not get the 
answers or resolution we want. The 
situation is more than about you. 
Sometimes people aren’t ready to 
talk because they need time and a 
safe space in order to express them-
selves. In situations like this, we 
need to assess why we communicate 
poorly in our friendship dynamics.

With everything becoming digi-
tised, it’s easier to communicate via 
text, but also easier to forget that 
there’s another human being on the 
other side of the phone. Text mes-
sages sometimes misconstrue the 
context of the message being passed 
across, and without your usual vi-
sual cues like body language, the 
recipient may misunderstand the 
message, or your messages may 
come across harsher than intended. 
Whereas, if the person was in front 
of you, you’d be a lot more careful 
about how you speak to them.

Also on social media, there’s been 
a rise in  posts on communicating 
clear boundaries, and while hav-
ing boundaries is important, the 
tone these posts adopt can some-
times make us robotic in how we 
address one another. We can be-

come so fixated on standing up 
for ourselves, we might forget 
empathy in our speech. Kindness 
is easier when there’s mutual care 
and respect between you and your 
friend, and being in their physical 
presence should evoke a reminder 
to speak to them with gentleness 
and care as you approach any sub-
ject matter

EGO
Ego also plays a big role in friend-

ship breakups. As mentioned previ-
ously, social media perpetuates the 
notion of us knowing our worth and 
standing up for ourselves, as well as 
writing people off if they don’t put 
as much energy into a friendship 
as we do. However, it’s essential to 
know that you can take ownership 

of your self-worth and needs with-
out losing empathy while commu-
nicating this. We need to be careful 
not to see ourselves as superior and  
deserving of more respect than any-
one else because we feel we’re the 
only ones who’ve been hurt in the 
process. Focus on the most respect-
ful approach to take while being 
honest with yourself.

HONESTY
Honesty with yourself is knowing 

when to remove rose-tinted shades 
away from the memories you have, 
as well as knowing what you de-
serve and want in a friendship. Once 
you know this, you can be truth-
ful in how you communicate. For 
people pleasers, this can prove dif-
ficult as you’ve been taught to stay 

silent and not question what’s hap-
pening in front of you. When your 
home environment is like that, it 
translates  into other relationships 
in your life too. You say yes to others 
at the detriment of your wellbeing. 
You choose others’ happiness and 
comfort for fear of causing upset in a 
group, which can lead to you feeling 
frustrated with yourself, and there-
fore use unhealthy communication 
techniques to stay silent and avoid 
conflict.

MEDIA
Through books and movies, we are 

taught that friendships are self-sac-
rificing, and we should always put 
the other person first and stand by 
them no matter what. However, this 
can be detrimental. You can value 
someone without having to devalue 
your beliefs in the process.

AGE MATTERS!
Your breakups in your teens will 

not be the same as in your twen-
ties. During teenage years, everyone 
is in the same boat as you see each 
other regularly and have no room 
to avoid the inevitable conversa-
tion. But in adulthood, people grow 
apart and are usually on different 
journeys, at different points of their 
lives. This might make it harder to 
keep in touch or have a dynamic like 
you used to. Understand what your 
values are and ensure you are sur-
rounded by those who support and 
provide a safe space for you to dis-
cuss them.

Overall, there are so many layers 
to the causes of breakups, and each 
friendship breakup has its reasons, 
though some aren’t easy to identify. 
Learn from the experience, and iden-
tify that you don’t have to change 
your view of yourself. A friendship 
breakup is not always a reflection of 
your character and where you’ll go 
from there. Bouncing back and con-
necting with others will feel diffi-
cult at first, you might even begin to 
question whether you can maintain 
new friendships. But one or even 
several breakups are not a definition 
of  your ability to take care of other 
people and yourself.

The article was originally published 

by Amaliah 
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) PROJECT
CIRCLE DIVISION 1ST, SRINAGAR 

OPPOSITE MASJID IBRAHIM, HYDERPORA SRINAGAR PIN NO.190014
E-MAIL:- PCD.BYPASS@GMAIL.COM,PCD.BYPASS@JK.GOV.INPHONE-FAX:-0194-2435218

TENDER NOTICE
 E-NIT No PCD-RnB-82 of 2022-23Dated:-20/09/2022

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT, Fresh e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis (%basis)from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K UT Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the follow-
ing work.

S.No Name of Work Est. Cost
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.

(Rs.)

Earnest 
Monet  
(2% of Adv. 
Cost)

Time of
completion

Class of
Contractor

M.H

1 Improvement / Upgradation of various road 
links at Gangbugh by way of providing and 
laying of WBM G-1, WBM G-II , 75mm thick 
Wet mix ,50mm thick Bituminous Macadam 
and 25mm thick Semi dense and 6mm 
thick seal coat. (Machine Mix to be laid with 
paver).

Rs. 10.54 
Lacs

    Rs.600/-

Rs. 21080/-

15 days AAY/BEE/ CEE/ 
Hot Mix Plant 
Holder

POTHOLES 

T/S: Submitted                                                                    Position of funds: Committed
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions 
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date 
given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 20/09/2022     
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 20/09/2022    04:00 P.M. 
3. Bid submission Start Date 20/09/2022 from 5:00 P.M 
4. Bid Submission End Date 26/09/2022 up to 4.00 P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids 27/09/2022 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the  Executive Engineer R&B Project Circle 

Division 1st

All bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualification criteria /qualification information with their 
bids:-(Photostat/Original should be clearly seen in all respect with Ink Signed and Seal):-
•	 Valid original Treasury Challan /Receipt (MH.0059) 
•	 The bids must be accompanied with Earnest Money @ 2% of advertised cost in shape of CDR/FDR and the EMD of 2% of 
successful bidder shall be released after receipt of 3% performance security .
•	 The successful /Ist Lowest bidder has to submit Performance security @3% of allotted cost.
•	 Valid Registration Card with Verification Certificate  and Valid GSTIN/ PAN Card No, 
•	  “The Latest Self Attested return GST-3/GSTR-3B and Certificate by the bidder to the effect that he has no sales tax liability/arrears”
•	 Completion certificate of similar nature of work issued by not less than the rank of Ex. Engineer (Only for S.No.2)
•	 Bidder shall furnish proof of latest returns in GST-3/GSTR-3B. i.e. latest clearance certificate FORM GST - 3B of the preceding 
Month/Quarter to the issue of NIT. Illustration: - For the NIT issued in September- 2022, the bidder has to upload the latest clearance 
certificate FORM GST - 3B   of the preceding month i.e. August of -2022/Preceding Quarter (April - June 2022)
No:  PCD-1st/NIT/5981-91
Dtd:- 20-09-2022     

DIPK-10438/22 sd/-
Executive Engineer

        R&B Project Circle Division 1st,
                             Srinagar

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MECHANICAL DIVISION ANANTNAG

Telephone/ Fax 01932-222559 email id: xenmedang@gmail.com
  E-TENDER

No: MDA/TS/E-Tender/63 of 2022-23 Dated: 20-09-2022
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Anantnag, invites E- 
Tenders in two cover system on item wise basis from reputed and registered firms/Workshop holders or/ Mechanical contractors for the following work:

S.No Name of work Estt. cost (In 
Rs)

Cost of T/
Doc.
(In Rs)

Bid Security. Time of 
Completion

Administra-
tive
Approval

Technical
Sanction

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Repairs to various Snow cats 

(Tractors) of Mechanical Field 
Sub Division Pulwama.

111800.00 200.00 2% of the estimated 
cost in the shape of 

CDR/FDR.

10 days Accorded Yes

 
The tender documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of quantities (BOQ), Set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/ downloaded from Government website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule given in the “Abstract” appended to this 
notice:
Instructions to Bidders:
01. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format with digital signature on the official website www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers ; viz Tech-
no- Commercial/ Financial cover
1.1     Cover 1st shall contain:
1.1.1 Bid security/Earnest money:- Equivalent to 2% of the estimated cost in the shape of CDR/FDR from any nationalized bank having a work-
ing branch in Anantnag. The CDR/FDR shall be pledged to the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division Anantnag,without which tender cannot be en-
tertained
1.1.2 Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST No. 
1.1.3 Scanned copies of PAN Card/ GST Registration/ latest GST Clearance certificate or acknowledgement of latest returns. 
1.1.4 Scanned copies of the Annexure “A”, & “B” duly signed and accepted. 
1.1.5 Scanned copy of E- Challan/DD etc. for an amount of Rs.200/= duly signed with date.
1.1.6 Cover 2nd shall contain:
1.2.1_  Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this Department/Division.
02.  The Department/ Division will not be responsible for delay in submission of bids due to  any reason.
03.  The cost of tender documents is Non- Refundable and Non- Transferable.   
(Abstract)
01 Contract Repairs to various Snow cats (Tractors) of Mechanical Field Sub Division Pulwama.
02 Reference of NIT MDA/TS/E-Tender/63 of 2022-23 dated: 20-09-2022.

03 Time of Completion of Contract 10days 
04 Position of funds Available 
05 Estimated Cost (In Rs.) 111800.00
06 Cost of tender documents 200.00 In shape of E- Challan/GR to be uploaded in the online bid

Bank: Jammu and Kashmir Bank
Branch: T. P. Anantnag
IFSC: JAKA0EMPIRE
Account No: 0014010100006015

07 Bid Security. 2% of estimated cost in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical Division 
Anantnag.

08 Online tender download/ start date  20-09-2022 (04:00 PM)
09 Online tender submission End Date 01-10-2022  (02:00 PM)
10 Date and time of opening of Technical Bid online (Cover 1st) 03-10-2022 (02:00 PM) in Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division, (MED), Anantnag.
11 Date and time of opening of Financial Bid online (Cover 2nd) After evaluation of cover 1st in Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division, (MED), Anantnag. 

  Sd/-
   DIPK-10443/22  Executive Engineer, 
        Mechanical Division Anantnag
No: MDA/TS- 88/ 1678-81.                     Dated:20-09-2022.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
ELECTRIC DIVISION- IST, SRINAGAR.

Email: xen.ed1st@gmail.comTel No. 0194-2452079 Fax No.0194-2452079
e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE
e-NIT No. 053/EDI,dt:20-09-2022

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Electric Division-1st, Sri-
nagar invites online e-bids from registered A-Class Electrical Contractors/firms for as under:
S.No Particulars Estimated Cost

(In Lacs)
1 Replacement of Bare LT Conductor by LT AB Cable (3X120+1x16+1X70) of 4No Sub-Stns of 

Shalimar Feeder no: - 4 alongwith insertion of ST pole wherever required within the jurisdiction 
of KPDCL, ED Ist Basant Bagh, Srinagar (LT AB cable shall be provided by the Corporation)

36.47

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download the 
e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Docu-
ments contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications, Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

i) Date and Time of downloading/
Sale (Start) of Tender Document

20.09.2022; 16:00 Hrs

ii) Date & Time of Download/ Sale (End) of Tender
Document

10.10.2022; 16:00 Hrs

iii) Date and time of bidding queries/clarifications 20.09.2022; 16:00 Hrs to 24.09.2022; 16:00 Hrs
iv) Date & Time of Bid

Uploading (Start/End)
20.09.2022; 16:00 Hrs to 10.10.2022; 16:00 Hrs

v) Commercial/Technical Bid Opening Date & Time 11.10.2022 at 13:00 Hrs
vi) Financial Bid Opening Shall be declared later on for the technically qualified bidders
vii) Venue ofCommercial/

Technical BidOpening
Electronically on J&K Government e-Procurement System
websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in

viii) Cost of e-Bid document Rs.1000.00 (Rupees One Thousand Only) (Non-refundable)
[Treasury Receipt Only]

ix) Amount of Earnest Money
Deposit

Rs. 73,000/= (RupeesSeventy Three Thousand Only)

Sd/-
DIPK-NB-3990/22  Executive Engineer Electric Division 1st, 

Srinagar

CO2 Emissions From Destroyed Rainforests 
Same As What India Emits Annually: Study

Electric Planes Are Coming: Short-Hop Regional Flights 
Could Be Running On Batteries In A Few Years
The Conversation

E
lectric planes might seem futuris-
tic, but they aren't that far off, at 
least for short hops.

Two-seater Velis Electros are 
already quietly buzzing around Europe, 
electric sea planes are being tested in Brit-
ish Columbia, and larger planes are com-
ing.

Air Canada announced on September 15 
that it would buy 30 electric-hybrid region-
al aircraft from Sweden's Heart Aerospace, 
which expects to have its 30-seat plane in 
service by 2028.

Analysts at the US National Renewable 
Energy Lab note that the first hybrid elec-
tric 50 to 70-seat commuter plane could be 
ready not long after that. In the 2030s, they 
say, electric aviation could really take off.

That matters for managing climate 
change. About 3 per cent of global emis-
sions come from aviation today, and with 
more passengers and flights expected as 
the population expands, aviation could be 
producing three to five times more carbon 
dioxide emissions by 2050 than it did before 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Aerospace engineer and assistant pro-
fessor G k in inar develops sustainable avi-
ation concepts, including hybrid-electric 
planes and hydrogen fuel alternatives, at 

the University of Michigan.
We asked her about the key ways to cut 

aviation emissions today and where tech-
nologies like electrification and hydrogen 
are headed.
Why is aviation so difficult to electrify?

Aircraft are some of the most complex 
vehicles out there, but the biggest problem 
for electrifying them is the battery weight.

If you tried to fully electrify a 737 with 
today's batteries, you would have to take 
out all the passengers and cargo and fill 
that space with batteries just to fly for un-
der an hour.

Jet fuel can hold about 50 times more 
energy compared to batteries per unit 
mass. So, you can have 1 pound of jet fuel or 
50 pounds of batteries.

To close that gap, we need to either 
make lithium-ion batteries lighter or de-
velop new batteries that hold more energy. 
New batteries are being developed, but they 
aren't yet ready for aircraft.
An electric alternative is hybrids.

Even though we might not be able to ful-
ly electrify a 737, we can get some fuel burn 
benefits from batteries in the larger jets by 
using hybrid propulsion systems.

We are trying to make that happen 
in the short term, with a 2030-2035 target 
for smaller regional planes. The less fuel 
burned during flight, the fewer greenhouse 

gas emissions.
How does hybrid aviation work to cut emissions?

Hybrid electric aircraft are similar to 
hybrid electric cars in that they use a com-
bination of batteries and aviation fuels. The 
problem is that no other industry has the 
weight limitations that we do in the aero-
space industry.

That's why we have to be very smart 
about how and how much we are hybridis-
ing the propulsion system.

Using batteries as a power assist dur-
ing takeoff and climb are very promising 
options. Taxiing to the runway using just 
electric power could also save a significant 
amount of fuel and reduce the local emis-
sions at airports.

There is a sweet spot between the added 
weight of the battery and how much elec-
tricity you can use to get net fuel benefits. 
This optimisation problem is at the centre 
of my research.

Hybrids would still burn fuel during 
flight, but it could be considerably less than 
just relying entirely on jet fuel.

I see hybridisation as a mid-term option 
for larger jets, but a near-term solution for 
regional aircraft.

For 2030 to 2035, we're focused on hybrid 
turboprops, typically regional aircraft with 
50-80 passengers or used for freight. These 
hybrids could cut fuel use by about 10 per 

cent.
With electric hybrids, airlines could 

also make more use of regional airports, 
reducing congestion and time larger planes 
spend idling on the runway.
What do you expect to see in the near term from sus-
tainable aviation?

Shorter term we'll see more use of sus-
tainable aviation fuels, or SAF. With to-
day's engines, you can dump sustainable 
aviation fuel into the same fuel tank and 
burn it. Fuels made from corn, oilseeds, al-
gae and other fats are already being used.

Sustainable aviation fuels can reduce 
an aircraft's net carbon dioxide emissions 
by around 80 per cent, but supply is limited, 
and using more biomass for fuel could com-
pete with food production and lead to defor-
estation.

A second option is using synthetic 
sustainable aviation fuels, which involves 
capturing carbon from the air or other in-
dustrial processes and synthesising it with 
hydrogen. But that's a complex and costly 
process and does not have a high produc-
tion scale yet.

Airlines can also optimise their opera-
tions in the short term, such as route plan-
ning to avoid flying nearly empty planes. 
That can also reduce emissions.
Is hydrogen an option for aviation?

Hydrogen fuel has been around a very 

long time, and when it's green hydrogen 
produced with water and electrolysis pow-
ered by renewable energy it doesn't pro-
duce carbon dioxide. It can also hold more 
energy per unit of mass than batteries.

There are two ways to use hydrogen in 
an airplane: either in place of regular jet 
fuel in an engine, or combined with oxygen 
to power hydrogen fuel cells, which then 
generate electricity to power the aircraft.

The problem is volume hydrogen gas 
takes up a lot of space. That's why engineers 
are looking at methods like keeping it very 
cool so it can be stored as liquid until it's 
burned as a gas.

It still takes up more space than jet fuel, 
and the storage tanks are heavy, so how to 
store, handle or distribute it on aircraft is 
still being worked out.

Airbus is doing a lot of research on 
hydrogen combustion using modified gas 
turbine engines with an A380 platform, and 
aiming to have mature technology by 2025.

Australia's Rex airline expects to start 
testing a 34-seat, hydrogen-electric airplane 
for short hops in the next few years.

Due to the variety of options, I see hy-
drogen as one of the key technologies for 
sustainable aviation.

Will these technologies be able to meet 
the aviation industry's goals for reducing 
emissions?

Press Trust Of India

Destroyed primary rainforests re-
leased as much CO2 as overall fos-
sil fuel emissions of India in 2021, a 
new report said on Tuesday while 
flagging that deforestation claims 
an area close to the size of Greece 
every year.

"Deforestation is responsible 
for nearly 15 per cent of global CO2 
emissions. Every year, 10 million 
hectares of tropical forest are lost 
and if we do not halt this by 2030, 
it will be impossible to limit global 
warming to 1.5 degrees celcius," 
the World Economic Forum (WEF) 
report said.

It also said the private sector 
has a key role to play in preserving 
the world's forests while ridding 
their own supply chains of defor-
estation.

"The urgent priority is protect-
ing tropical forests, even above 
planting new trees (which is also 
important), because the world los-
es tropical forests at the rate of 10 
million hectares per year - equiva-
lent to about one Central Park of 
New York every 15 minutes," said 

Eron Bloomgarden, Founder and 
CEO of Emergent, a non-profit in-
termediary acting between tropi-
cal forest countries and the private 
sector.

"We need billions of dollars 
of investment in climate finance 
to protect the world's forests. We 

are working on initiatives like the 
LEAF Coalition and Green Gigaton 
Challenge as we believe jurisdic-
tional-scale action is the way to do 
this," Bloomgarden added.

The LEAF Coalition (Lowering 
Emissions by Accelerating Forest 
finance) is the largest-ever pub-
lic private partnership dedicated 
to halting tropical deforestation, 
bringing together global corpora-
tions and sovereign donors. It has 

generated over USD 1 billion of 
funding so far to protect tropical 
forests.

Since 2002, more than 60 mil-
lion hectares of primary forests 
have been lost in the tropics, equiv-
alent to an area the size of France, 
the WEF said.

The vast majority of tropical de-
forestation - more than 80 per cent 
of it - occurs in landscapes where 
agriculture is the dominant driver.

In 2021 alone, 11.1 million hect-
ares of tree cover were lost. Of this, 
3.75 million hectares were tropi-
cal primary rainforests, and the 
loss resulted in 2.5 gigatons of CO2 
emissions -- equivalent to the an-
nual fossil fuel emissions of India, 
it added.

The cost estimates to save suf-
ficient forests to keep the planet on 
a 1.5 degrees celsius pathway range 
from USD 100 billion to USD 390 bil-
lion a year.

As per estimates, more than 
half of global GDP -- around USD 
44 trillion of economic value -- is 
moderately or highly dependent on 
nature. Almost 1.6 billion people 
depend on forests for food, water, 
wood and employment. 
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Around Rs. 1840 Crs 
Disbursed Among 53,299 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs: Govt

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  To give wings to the 
young generation of J&K and 
make them able to take entrepre-
neurship journey, the J&K Gov-
ernment with the help of banks 
has disbursed around Rs. 1840 
crores in favour of 53,299 aspir-
ing entrepreneurs this fiscal.

The government has worked 
out two pronged strategy for es-
tablishing entrepreneurship eco-
system across J&K. Several inves-
tors from reputed organisations 
are investing here and handhold-
ing young entrepreneurs to make 
them job providers.

The Ministry of Home Affairs 
recently said that 29,806 peo-
ple had been hired by the J&K 
administration and it was esti-
mated that 5.2 lakh jobs have 
been created through self-em-
ployment programmes in the 
last three years across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The government has intro-
duced a variety of self-employ-
ment programmes during the 
last three years to aid young peo-
ple in starting their businesses.

One of the J&K administration’s 
most fruitful efforts has been the 
Mission Youth programme.

Under Mission Youth, op-
portunities are being provided 
to young boys and girls to be-
come entrepreneurs through 
schemes like Mumkin, Tejas-
wini, Rise Together and Par-
vaaz. J&K made significant 
strides towards making urban 
and rural women financially 
independent through Hausla, 
Saath, Umeed and House Stay 
programmes. As many as five 
lakh rural women have been 
empowered through Self Help 
Groups, thereby neutralizing 

the sense of insecurity and de-
spondency.

A sustainable livelihood line 
in the transportation industry 
has been established for unem-
ployed youth with the help of 
‘Mumkin’ (livelihood genera-
tion) programme run by Mis-
sion Youth.

The ‘Spurring Entrepreneur-
ship Initiative’ programme is 
built on the idea of the Youth 
Enterprise with Innovation 
(YouWiN) and Champion for 
an Innovation initiative, which 
aims to inspire young people, 
especially young women, to 
start and grow innovative busi-
nesses.

Dentists are receiving tailored 
financial help for opening den-
tal clinics under sector-specific 
programme for dental profes-
sionals. Under this programme, 
around eight lakh rupees is 
given as financial support for 
starting their business.

Another initiative called ‘Rise 
Together’ aims to foster com-
munity-based entrepreneur-
ship in the Himalayan region in 
the best possible way to create 
jobs and income, and foster a 
sense of social service among 

the new-age young business 
people.

Under the programme, quali-
fied youth groups receive fi-
nancial support of Rs 20 lakh, 
which is made up of a loan from 
the bank for Rs 17.50 lakh or 70 
percent of the project cost and 
an upfront subsidy component 
minimum of Rs 2.5 lakh or 10 
percent of the project cost.

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha recently said that 30 
thousand government jobs have 
been provided to the youth in 
last three years with complete 
transparency.

“Self-employment opportu-
nities have been provided to 5.2 
lakh young boys and girls under 
various programmes. Under the 
Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Program, Jammu 
and Kashmir has been success-
ful in establishing 21,640 man-
ufacturing and service units in 
the last financial year, thereby 
emerging as the best perform-
ing region in the country. Under 
this Programme, 1.73 lakh new 
job opportunities were created, 
which is the highest among all 
the states and Union territories 
of India,” he said.

Hyundai Inaugurates New 
Dealership In Srinagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Hyundai Motor 
India Ltd. (HMIL), country's 
first smart mobility solu-
tions provider and the larg-
est exporter since inception, 
Wednesday inaugurated a 
new Dealership "HK Hyundai 
situated at Pantha Chowk, 
Srinagar,  Jammu & Kashmir.

Promoted by Umar Yaqoob 
Mir, HK Hyundai is a State-
of-the-Art Dealership spread 

across a total built up area of 
aprox 30,000 sq.ft. (4,600 sq. 
showroom and 19,000 sq.ft. 
workshop).

Commenting on the open-
ing of the new dealership, 
Tarun Garg, Director (Sales, 
Service & Marketing), Hyun-
dai Motor India Ltd., said, 
"Jammu & Kashmir is a key 
market for Hyundai. We are 
glad to inaugurate a new 
Hyundai Dealership-HK 
Hyundai in Srinagar. We be-

lieve HK Hyundai will further 
strengthen our presence to 
meet the growing demand 
for Hyundai products. Being 
a State-of-the-Art dealership, 
it will provide prompt and 
efficient sales & service to 
our valued customers adding 
Quality Time for a happy life"

Hyundai Motor India Ltd. 
has a wide sales and service 
network in the country with 
572 dealer and around 1446 
service outlets.

Union Cabinet 
Approves National 
Logistics Policy

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved the na-
tional logistics policy, which 
aims at reducing transportation 
cost and improve global perfor-
mance of the sector.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi last week unveiled the 
policy which seeks to cut trans-
portation costs by promoting 
seamless movement of goods 
across the country.

While launching the policy, 
the prime minister had said that 
"from 13-14 per cent (of the 
GDP), we should all aim to bring 
the logistics cost to single-digit 
as soon as possible".

An official statement said that 
the policy is targeted to reduce 
cost of logistics in India to be 
comparable to global bench-
marks by 2030; improve India's 
ranking in the Logistics Perfor-
mance Index from 44th in 2018; 
and create data-driven decision 
support mechanism for an effi-
cient logistics ecosystem.

The target is to place India 
among the top 25 countries by 
2030, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur 

told reporters while briefing 
media about the policy.

It added that to monitor its 
implementation, the policy will 
utilise the existing institutional 
framework - Empowered Group 
of Secretaries (EGoS) created 
under the PM Gati Shakti na-
tional master plan.

The EGoS will also set up a 
Services Improvement Group on 
the pattern of network planning 
group for monitoring of param-
eters pertaining to processes, 
regulatory and digital improve-
ments in logistics sector.

Focus will also be on enabling 
adequate development of ware-
houses, promotion of standards, 
digitization and automation 
across the logistics value chain 
and better track and trace mech-
anisms.

Important initiatives under 
the policy include the Unified 
Logistics Interface Platform 
(ULIP), the Ease of Logistics Ser-
vices platform, and e-handbook 
on warehousing.

Fourteen states have already 
developed their respective lo-
gistics policies and for 13 states, 
it is at the raft stage.

Avg Monthly Rent Of 
Luxury Homes Up 
8-18% In Last 2 Yrs

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Average monthly 
rentals in posh residential colo-
nies across seven major cities 
rose 8-18 per cent in last two 
years while capital value appre-
ciated by 2-9 per cent, according 
to Anarock.

Real estate consultant An-
arock noted that demand for 
luxury residential properties 
-- for buying and renting -- in 
upscale colonies has increased 
across the seven cities namely 
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai Metro-
politan Region (MMR), Chennai, 
Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hyderabad 
and Pune.

As per the data, Mumbai's 
Worli saw the highest rental 
growth of 18 per cent to Rs 2.35 
lakh per month from Rs 2 lakh 
per month in 2020 for luxury 
homes of minimum 2,000 
square feet area.

Bengaluru's Rajaji Nagar wit-
nessed the highest capital ap-
preciation of 9 per cent with 
average prices increasing to Rs 
6,200 per square feet in 2022 
from Rs 5,698 per sq ft in 2020.

"Most prominent luxury 

housing markets witnessed 
double-digit growth in rentals 
in the last two years," Anarock 
Chairman Anuj Puri said.

"Pre-COVID, average 2-year 
luxury rental increases at a 
given time were largely single-
digit, between 5-7 per cent," he 
added.

Puri said tenant preference 
has tilted towards large-size 
homes after the second wave of 
the pandemic.

As per the data, the monthly 
rentals in luxury residential 
hotspot JP Nagar, Bengaluru rose 
by 13 per cent to Rs 52,000 in 
2022 from Rs 46,000 in 2020. 
Capital value increased 9 per 
cent to Rs 6,200 per square feet.

At Rajaji Nagar in Bengaluru, 
the average monthly rentals 
rose by 16 per cent to Rs 65,000 
from Rs 56,000 in 2020. Capi-
tal value grew 5 per cent to Rs 
139,00 per square feet.

In Chennai, average rentals in 
Anna Nagar rose 13 per cent to 
Rs 63,000 from Rs 56,000 per 
month. Capital prices increased 
by 5 per cent to Rs 11,850 per 
square feet from Rs 11,300 per 
square feet.

ADB Cuts India's GDP 
Forecast For FY23 To 7%

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) on Wednes-
day slashed India's GDP growth 
forecast for FY23 to 7 per cent 
from the earlier estimate of 
7.2 per cent mainly on account 
of higher inflation and a tight 
monetary policy.

India's economy grew 13.5 per 
cent year-on-year in the first 
quarter of 2022-23, reflecting 
strong growth in services, ADB 
said in its second supplement 
to Asian Development Outlook 
Report 2022 (ADO 2022).

"However, GDP growth is re-
vised down from ADO 2022's 
forecasts to 7 per cent for 
FY2022 (ending March 2023) 
and 7.2 per cent for FY2023 
(ending March 2024) as price 
pressures are expected to ad-
versely impact domestic con-
sumption, and sluggish global 
demand and elevated oil prices 
will likely be a drag on net ex-
ports," ADB said.

ADB releases the flagship 
ADO report in April every year. 
It had then projected the Indian 
economy to grow at 7.5 per cent 
in FY23 and 8 per cent in FY24.

In the first supplement to 
ADO 2022 in July, it however 
trimmed the growth forecast for 
FY23 to 7.2 per cent and for FY24 
to 7.8 per cent citing higher-than 
anticipated inflation since April 
and monetary tightening by RBI 
due to fallout of the economic 
impact of the war in Ukraine, 
among others.

Rising global oil and com-
modity prices and supply con-
straints following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine have stoked 
inflation, said the report, add-
ing that domestic factors, such 
as heatwaves and heavy rainfall, 
are having a major impact on in-
flation.

"Inflation has turned out to be 

more persistent than expected, 
and led to a sharp tightening in 
monetary policy," it said.

India's headline inflation aver-
aged 7.3 per cent in April-June, 
2022-23 and continued to breach 
RBI's monetary policy target of 
2-6 per cent in July and August. 
It was mainly due to increases in 
food prices, accounting for nearly 
45 per cent of the consumption 
basket, the report said.

Rising prices of domestically-
grown vegetables accounted 
for 35 per cent of food inflation. 
However, India's dependence on 
food imports has come down 
over the years to 4.3 per cent of 
total merchandise imports.

RBI has increased the policy 
rate by 140 basis points in this 
fiscal year to contain inflation-
ary expectations.

Last week, Fitch Ratings 
slashed India's growth projec-
tion to 7 per cent for current 
fiscal year citing elevated infla-
tionary levels and higher inter-
est rates.

ADB in its latest report has 
also cut China's GDP forecast 
to 3.3 per cent in 2022 from 5 
per cent projected earlier. Lock-
downs from the zero-COVID 
strategy, problems in the prop-
erty sector, and weaker external 
demand continue weighing on 
economic activity in China, said 
the report.

"This will be the first year in 
more than 3 decades that the 
rest of developing Asia will grow 
faster than the PRC (People's Re-
public of China)."

DGCA Extends 50% Cap On 
Spicejet Flights Till Oct 29

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Aviation safety regula-
tor DGCA has extended the cap 
on SpiceJet flights by a 
little over one month as a 
matter of "abundant cau-
tion", according to an offi-
cial order on Wednesday.

The Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
had on July 27 ordered 
SpiceJet to operate a max-
imum of 50 per cent of its flights, 
which were approved in the 
summer schedule for a period of 
eight weeks owing to a series of 
incidents involving its flights.

"...the review has indicated 
that there is an appreciable re-
duction in the number of safety 
incidents. However, as a matter 
of abundant caution, the compe-
tent authority has decided that 
the restrictions as imposed in 
the order dated July 27.07.20222 
that continue to be in force till 
the end of the summer schedule 
(which ends October 29, 2022)," 
the DGCA said in its order.

Any increase in the number of 
departure beyond 50 per cent of 
the total number of departures 
approved under the summer 

schedule of 2022 during this pe-
riod will be subject to the airline 
"demonstrating to the satisfac-
tion of DGCA that it has sufficient 

technical support and financial 
resources to safely and efficient-
ly undertake such enhanced ca-
pacity", the order stated.

It also said during this period 
the airline will be subjected to 
"enhanced surveillance" by the 
regulator.

The Gurugram-headquartered 
budget carrier is facing acute li-
quidity crunch for quite some 
time. SpiceJet posted a net loss 
of Rs 789 crore in the June quar-
ter as well as Rs 458 crore for 
the quarter ended March 2022.

It has sent as many as 80 pi-
lots -- 40 each from the airline's 
Boeing and Bombardier Q400 
fleet -- on Leave Without Pay 
(LWP) for three months from 
September 21.

Benchmarks Fall After 
2-Day Gain

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Equity indices snapped their two-day ris-
ing streak on Wednesday amid mixed global market 
trends ahead of the keenly awaited US Fed interest 
rate decision.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell 262.96 points or 0.44 
per cent to settle at 59,456.78. During the day, it tanked 
444.34 points or 0.74 per cent to 59,275.40.

The NSE Nifty went lower by 97.90 points or 0.55 per 
cent to end at 17,718.35.

IndusInd Bank was the biggest laggard in the Sensex 
pack, tumbling 3.19 per cent, followed by PowerGrid, 
UltraTech Cement, L&T, NTPC, HCL Technologies, Dr 
Reddy's, TCS and Bharti Airtel.

In contrast, Hindustan Unilever, ITC, Bajaj Finance, 
Tech Mahindra, Reliance Industries, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Nestle India and HDFC Bank were the gainers, 
climbing as much as 1.60 per cent.

"Markets across the globe were trading with consider-
able volatility ahead of the Fed policy announcement. A 
75 bps hike by Fed was factored in by the markets, while 
reports of mobilising Russian forces in Ukraine has es-
calated geopolitical tension and fears of rising inflation.

"Any military escalation will have a significant effect 
on the world and domestic economy. This will have an 
influence on the near-term trend of the global mar-
ket and implications on local market can be high as it 
is trading at premium prices compared to the world," 
said Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit Financial 
Services.

Rice Production May Fall 6% In 
Kharif Season

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India's rice production is likely to de-
cline by 6 per cent to 104.99 million tonnes in the 
kharif season this year due to a fall in paddy acre-
age amidst rainfall deficit in key producing states, 
including Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and West 
Bengal.

The agriculture ministry has released the first ad-
vance estimates for kharif season of 2022-23 crop year 
(July-June).

Rice production stood at 111.76 million tonnes in 
kharif season of 2021-22 crop year.

Foodgrain production is estimated to drop at 
149.92 million tonnes in the kharif season for 2022-
23 as against 156.04 million tonnes in the previous 
season.

Sowing of paddy, the main kharif crop, has declined 
by nearly 19 lakh hectares as on September 16 to 399.03 
lakh hectares, as compared to 417.93 lakh hectares in 
the year-ago period.

Sowing in the kharif season begins with the onset of 
the southwest monsoon from June and harvesting from 
October onwards.

The paddy acreage has declined mainly in Jharkhand 
by 9.37 lakh hectares, followed by Madhya Pradesh 
(6.32 lakh hectares), West Bengal (3.65 lakh hectares), 
Uttar Pradesh (2.48 lakh hectares) and Bihar (1.97 lakh 
hectares).

About 85 per cent of India's total production comes 
from this season.

DRI Seizes Foreign-Origin Gold 
Worth Over Rs 33 Cr

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) has seized gold worth more than Rs 33 crore from 
Mumbai, Patna and Delhi, which was smuggled from 
neighbouring countries, according to an official state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

Specific intelligence indicated that a syndicate is 
actively planning to smuggle foreign-origin gold from 
Mizoram and using domestic courier consignment of 
supply chain and logistic company, it said.

Continuing the streak of significant seizures, the DRI 
seized 394 pieces of foreign- origin gold bars weighing 
approximately 65.46 kg and valued at Rs 33.40 crore, 
which were being smuggled from neighbouring north-
eastern countries, the statement said.

In order to interdict the contraband, Op Gold Rush 
was launched by the DRI and a particular consignment 
declared to contain "personal goods" destined to Mum-
bai was intercepted.

Examination of the consignment at Bhiwandi (Ma-
harashtra) on September 19, 2022 led to recovery and 
seizure of 120 pieces of foreign-origin gold biscuits 
weighing approximately 19.93 kg and valued at about 
Rs 10.18 crore, said the statement issued by the Finance 
Ministry.

Further analysis and investigation revealed that two 
other such consignments, sent by same consignor from 
same location to same consignee, destined to Mumbai 
and in transit, were despatched through the same lo-
gistics company.

CBI Arrests ABG Founder In Bank 
Fraud Case

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The CBI arrested the founder-chairman 
of ABG Shipyard Limited, Rishi Kamlesh Agarwal, on 
Wednesday in connection with an alleged bank fraud 
of more than Rs 22,842 crore, officials said.

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) had booked Agarwal, 
a former chairman of the com-
pany, and others for the al-
leged offences of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, criminal 
breach of trust and abuse 
of official position under 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, they said.

The company was sanctioned 
credit facilities from 28 banks and financial institutions 
led by the ICICI Bank, with the State Bank of India (SBI) 
having an exposure of Rs 2,468.51 crore, the officials said.

A forensic audit by Ernst and Young has shown that 
between 2012 and 2017, the accused colluded with 
each other and committed illegal activities, including 
diversion and misappropriation of funds and criminal 
breach of trust.

The funds were used for purposes other than for 
which they were released by the banks, the officials 
said.

The loan account was declared a non-performing as-
set (NPA) in July 2016 and a fraud in 2019.
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PDD Reduces AT&C
urban regions and 21-22 hours in ru-

ral areas during the summer season. The 
data quickly notes that during the same 
financial year, the total supply hours 
were only 12-14 hours in urban areas 
and 14-15 hours in rural areas during 
winters.

However, in the financial year 2021-
22, the total supply hours during sum-
mer season increased to 20-21 hours in 
urban areas and 22-24 hours in rural 
areas. Similarly, as per data, in winters, 
the supply hours increased upto 14-16 
hours in urban regions and 18-20 in ru-
ral areas.

While several officials say that the 
“absurd power policy” during the pre-
vious governments forced a shortage in 
power supply, KPDCL’s Chief Engineer, 
Javed Yusuf Dar says that a liberal 
funding from the Government of India 
and Union Territory Government has 
helped the department to decrease 
losses and yield positive results.

“In last three years, some of our ma-
jor initiatives which have helped to 
bring down losses and enhance power 
supply include reconfigured networks, 
installation of new transformers in the 
length where loads are higher, and 
replacement of old lines with high ef-
ficiency conducts,” Dar told Kashmir 
Observer.

The official also added that the cen-
tral Government’s Integrated Power 
Development Scheme (IPDS) has im-
proved the power scenario in 35 towns 
of the valley. When asked what steps 

yielded the positive results, the Chief 
Engineer Distribution said that Liberal 
Funding from the local Government 
and schemes like Prime Minister’s 
Development Package (PMDP) and 
DDUGKY scheme for rural areas has 
provided cushion to KPDCL to ensure 
a profitable supply.

Meanwhile, the data accessed by 
Kashmir Observer also reveals that the 
number of receiving stations (33/11 
KV) in the financial year 2019-20 was 
245 that helped to drive 3352.3 MVA of 
electricity besides 33,808 11/0.42 KV 
Distribution Transformers which sup-
plied 4325.07 MVA. However, as per 
the data, in the financial year 2021-22, 
the number of 33/11KV receiving sta-
tions increased to 291 which directly 
increased the supply to 4095.43 MVA. 
The number of 11/0.42 KV Distribution 
Transformers also took a plunge and 
settled at 38,737 transformers supply-
ing 4877.08 MVA of electricity.

Notably, the continued plunge is 
all the more exhilarating because it 
occurred after several years of unsuc-
cessful attempts to enhance Kashmir’s 
power sector. Perhaps, that’s why, 
Javed Yusuf Dar characterizes the 
change in the valley’s power supply 
as “historic.” There is no doubt that lo-
cal and Central Government schemes 
were a contributor to the increase in 
power supply, says the Chief Engineer, 
but the biggest factor was conductor 
augmentation.

“The newly added grid stations have 
changed Kashmir’s power capabil-
ity. We’ve increased our transmission 

that has directly increased our supply. 
Today, besides main stations, we’ve 
Alasteng grid station which easily 
accumulates 320 MW of electricity, 
Delina 220 KV station supplies 320 
MVA, which is an increase from its 
earlier 160 MVA capacity,” says Chief 
Engineer(Distribution) Javed Yusuf 
Dar, adding that an addition of 155 
MVA to Mir Bazaar grid station has 
also ensured a smooth supply.

LG Orders Essay
portal,” the spokesperson said.
He further said that Rehana Batul, 

Commissioner/Secretary, Public 
Grievances briefed the meeting about 
the progress made in terms of re-
dressal of grievances received from the 
people.

Crorepati Cop’s
found that Ramzan procured sev-

eral PAN cards using fake documents. 
He also travelled abroad using forged 
documents.

Court Orders
appeared before the court from the 

Tihar jail through video conferencing, 
once again insisting for his physical ap-
pearance to cross-examine the witness.

“The court has passed an order in 
the open court to produce him (Malik) 
physically on the next date of hear-
ing...the production warrant has been 
issued accordingly,” Kohli said, add-
ing the Tihar Jail has direction that he 
should be produced before the court.

On reports that Rubaiya told the 

court that she did not recall any of the 
accused present in the court or hav-
ing identified any of them before the 
investigation agency, the CBI counsel 
said, “She had identified Malik again 
on the photographs during the cross-
examination. A few questions were 
asked to her and she has been able to 
answer those questions accordingly.”

Last time, she said Rubaiya had 
identified five accused including Malik 
and “the question of identifying the 
accused again today was never there. 
You can verify from the court records 
whether she had backtracked or what 
she had done.”

Kohli said Rubaiya will be present 
herself in the court on October 20 be-
cause Malik has to cross-examine her.

When mediapersons asked Kohli if 
she thought that a criminal “dictating 
terms to the court” on his physical ap-
pearance is “blackmailing”, she said, “I 
do not take it like that.”

“Everybody has a right in criminal 
jurisprudence or law. He has put forth 
his position before the court and said 
the cross-examination of the wit-
ness is not possible through Video 
Conference,” she said.

Malik has been insisting on the physi-
cal appearance to cross-examine the 
witness and had turned down the court’s 
offer of legal aid or amicus in the past.

Kohli said, “We have objected to 
the situation because video confer-
ences are there and the High Court 
had passed a specific direction that 
all accused be present through virtual 
mode only...the court has passed an 

order in the open court. We have to 
look at the detailed order.”

Rubaiya was abducted near Lal Ded 
Hospital on December 8, 1989 and 
freed from captivity five days later on 
December 13 after the then V P Singh 
government, supported by the BJP at 
the Centre, released the five terrorists in 
exchange.

Rubaiya, who now lives in Tamil 
Nadu, is listed as a prosecution wit-
ness by the CBI, which took over inves-
tigations into the case in early 1990.

On July 15 this year, Rubaiya identi-
fied Malik and three others as the ones 
who took her captive.

The 56-year-old Malik is at pres-
ent lodged in the high-security Tihar 
Jail after he was sentenced by a spe-
cial NIA court in Delhi in May. He was 
arrested in early 2019 in connection 
with the 2017 terror-funding case reg-
istered by the National Investigation 
Agency.

The CBI had framed charges against 
10 people, including Malik, in the case 
in January last year.

Malik observed a 10-day hunger 
strike from July 22 after the Centre did 
not respond to his plea for allowing 
him to physically appear in the Jammu 
court hearing the abduction case.

Suicides, Life
Bandipora, 9 in Shopian, 8 in Pulwama, 11 

in Budgam, 31 in Anantnag 10 in Kulgam, 15 
in Baramulla and 7 in Kupwara.

SSP SDRF, Hasseeb-ur-Rehman said 
that post Covid-19 pandemic, Kashmir has 
seen a spurt in suicide related incidents.

“There are many reasons and the 
most common ones are financial issues 
and domestic issues. We are receiv-
ing a lot of distress calls on the Sukoon 
help line where we provide immediate 
counselling. There is a need to plug the 
growing trend,” he said.

The SSP SDRF said that they are 
going to submit the report to Chief 
Secretary J&K A K Mehta for action. 
“We are hopeful that government will 
act on the report and accordingly steps 
will be taken to address the issue,” he 
said—(KNO)

SSB Constable
the doctors there pronounced him 

dead.
Meanwhile, police have taken cog-

nizance of the incident.(ONS)

J&K Adds 20
Anantnag, Bandipora, Ganderbal, 

Kulgam and Shopian reported no fresh 
cases on Wednesday.

In the winter capital, officials 
said, Jammu reported 6 new cases 
of virus, Kishtwar 2 and Udhampur 
1, while other districts detected no 
new cases of Covid-19. Also, the of-
ficials said that the death toll in the 
pandemic remained unchanged at 
4785, as no fresh fatality was re-
ported in the Union Territory during 
the last 24 hours.“Moreover, 31 more 
COVID-19 patients have recovered and 
been discharged from various hospitals 
including 10 from Jammu division and 
21 from Kashmir division,” they added. 
(ONS)

Flowers Left For Queen 
Elizabeth To Be Composted, 
Re-Used In Parks

AGENCEIS

London: The sea of floral trib-
utes left in London's parks for 
Queen Elizabeth II will be com-
posted and re-used on planting 
projects, the city's Royal Parks 
said Tuesday.

A huge volume of flowers 
have been left in parks across 
London following the death of 
Britain's longest-serving mon-
arch, who was laid to rest on 
Monday.

Work to remove the 

bunches of flowers will begin 
next Monday, a week after the 
state funeral for the late sover-
eign, who died on September 
8 aged 96 after 70 years on the 
throne.

Well-wishers will still be able 
to leave tributes but bunches of 
flowers which have already de-
teriorated will be taken away.

The Royal Parks include well-
known London green spaces such 
as Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens 
and Green Park, which is the scene 
of the main floral tribute site.

The compost will be used on 
landscaping projects and shrub-
beries across the parks.

"Our priority at the moment 
is to manage the huge volume of 
flowers and tributes that are be-
ing left in the Green Park Floral 
Tribute Garden," a Royal Parks 
spokesperson said.

"We will store any teddies and 
artefacts that have been left and 
will work closely with our part-
ners to agree what we do with 
them over the next few months 
with discretion and sensitivity."

Work to remove the bunches of flowers will begin next Monday

'Not Easy To Bring Back 
Cheetahs From Extinction'
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

The first generation of rein-
troduced cheetahs in India 
may have to be monitored 
their entire life, says Cheetah 
Conservation Fund (CCF) found-
er Dr Laurie Marker, stressing 
that success in such projects is 
"not a quick, easy thing".

The cheetahs that have been 
brought from Africa are used 
to predators such as leopards 
and lions. However, there can 
be losses due to interaction 
between the species in India, 
the American zoologist and re-
searcher told PTI in an interview.

The CCF has closely assisted 
Indian authorities in re-intro-
ducing cheetahs in the country. 
Since 2009, Marker has been to 
India several times to conduct 
site assessments and draft plans.

She said said growing a popu-
lation with natural mortality 
takes time.

"We are probably looking 
at a success potentially in 20 
years or more. The numbers 
will be getting augmented 
from Namibia and South Africa, 
which will keep the genetics 

clean and growing," she said.
Asked about the factors con-

servationists would be looking 
at to measure the project's suc-
cess, Marker said, "We look at 
the adaptation of these animals, 
their hunting and reproduction, 
and we are hoping that there 
will be more reproduction than 
mortality. There should be a vi-
able population, which should 
be a larger number."

"We will also be looking at 
other habitats for the animals to 
be moved into -- which should 
be a metapopulation -- and 
then we have to manage them. 

So, it is a very long and complex 
process," she said.

Metapopulations are spatial-
ly separated populations of the 
same species which interact at 
some level.

Marker said she wants people 
in India and the world to realise 
that success (in such projects) 
is not a "quick easy thing and 
takes a lot of time".

She said the cheetahs may 
have to be monitored for their 
entire life as following these 
animals as "the first ones on the 
ground" will be extremely im-
portant for research.

Comedian And Politician 
Raju Srivastava Passes 
Away After Heart Attack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi: Popular come-
dian Raju Srivastava, who 
dabbled in movies, made a 
mark as a stand-up comic and 
later entered politics, died on 
Wednesday after more than 40 
days in hospital. He was 58.

Srivastava, who joined the 
BJP in 2014 after a stint with the 
Samajwadi Party, had a heart at-
tack on August 10 while work-
ing out at a Delhi hotel. He was 
rushed to the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
where he underwent an angio-
plasty procedure. He had been 
on the ventilator since and nev-
er regained consciousness.

“I got a call in the morning 
saying he is no more. It is re-
ally unfortunate news. He had 
been waging a struggle for life 
in hospital for over 40 days,” 
his brother Dipoo Srivastava 
told PTI from Mumbai.

Raju Srivastava, counted as 
among the most high profile 
and experienced comics in the 
country, is survived by his wife 
and two children.

The artiste, who featured 
in Hindi films such as “Maine 
Pyar Kiya” and “Baazigar”, was 
declared dead at 10.20 am, ac-
cording to hospital sources.

He was chairperson of the 
Film Development Council 

Uttar Pradesh.
Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh was among the first to 
pay his condolences.

“I am deeply saddened by 
the passing away of renowned 
comedian, Raju Srivastava ji. 
Apart from being an accom-
plished artist, he was also a 
very lively person. He was also 
very active in the social field. 
I extend my condolences to 
his bereaved family and fans. 
Shanti!,” Singh tweeted.

The entertainment frater-
nity also paid tribute.

“Raju Srivastava Om Shanti 
RIP,” wrote veteran filmmaker 
Rakesh Roshan on Instagram.

There will never be another 
Raju Srivastava, said comedian 
Rehman Khan.

“Raju Bhai Aap jaisa na koi 
tha na koi aayega , bahot yaad 
aaoge aap #RIP #rajusrivas-
tava,” he tweeted.

Actor Nimrat Kaur and di-
rector Sanjay Gupta remem-
bered the comedian too.

How Social Factors Affect 
Overprescription In India
Agenceis

Increasing use of antidepres-
sants in India stems not only 
from pharmaceutical com-
pany marketing. Social stigma 
and economics are pushing 
people to take a pill.

India is afflicted by a boom 
in depression. A mind-bog-
gling 56 million of its people 
have the condition, another 
38 million have an anxiety 
disorder. It was among India's 
top 15 causes of early death in 
2019. Not surprisingly, antide-
pressants are rife: prescrip-
tions grew by 23 percent over 
the last year.

In Japan, pharmaceutical 
companies coined the term 
kokoro no kaze', meaning a 
cold of the soul', for depres-
sion. This carefully crafted 
disease awareness campaign 
was behind a growing accep-
tance of depression and anti-
depressants to treat it, accord-
ing to Professor Hiroshi Ihara. 
In India, interviews with 
medical professionals, clini-
cal psychologists and even 
traditional healers show how 
the pharmaceutical industry 
is adopting new measures in 
an attempt to grow its market.

Doctors have described 
how pharmaceutical compa-
nies keep prescription records 
and in many cases pay doc-
tors a percentage of the value 
of prescriptions, If someone 
writes a prescription of 100 
rupees, he gets 10 rupees; the 
amount is added [and] paid 
through conference sponsor-
ships, foreign trips, books and 
gifts, said Prabir*, a clinical 
psychologist.

GPs are often willing and 
able to prescribe low-dosage 
antidepressant drugs and 
consequently, liberal anti-
depressant prescriptions by 
non-psychiatrists is rampant 
in India according to psychia-
trist Gopala Sarma Poduri.

But the pharmaceutical 
industry is not entirely to 
blame for overprescription of 

antidepressants in India. The 
situation is more complex and 
nuanced.

Patients might turn to an 
antidepressant because of 
the stigma of seeing a mental 
health professional. Mihir*, 
a GP reported that even if 
he recommends the services 
of a specialist psychiatrist, 
patients are often in denial: 
[Patients] don't recognise 
themselves as having that 
kind of a problem. [They 
would say] I am having loose 
bowels, or heart palpitations, 
why are you sending me to 
doctors for mad people?

Patients often prefer taking 
medicines over psychothera-
py. Samir*, a clinical psychol-
ogist said: People think that 
if they are not having medi-
cines and they are only going 
to the therapist to talk, then 
they don't have depression; if 
there is no medicine, there is 
no problem.

Indian medical education 
has been criticised for too 
little emphasis on psychiatric 
issues. People first go to a GP 
but GPs have limited under-
standing of psychiatric medi-
cine and might keep changing 
medicines and resort to poly-
pharmacy, said Prabir.

Often the lack of economic 
resources to afford therapy 
makes patients and their 
families see a general prac-
titioner or non-specialist 
whose lack of adequate train-
ing makes them especially 
prone to erroneous diagno-
sis and overprescription of 
antidepressants.

NMDC Wins National 
Awards For Excellence In 
CSR And Sustainability

Observer News Service

Hyderabad: Country’s largest 
iron ore producer NMDC was 
conferred with National Awards 
for Excellence in CSR and 
Sustainability bestowed by ET 
Ascent in Bengaluru Wednesday.

Company’s Director 
(Production) Dilip Kumar 
Mohanty received the ac-
colades presented to NMDC 
for Sustainable Income 
Generation and Best Overall 
CSR Excellence.

The mining major has in-
vested decades in enhancing 
the quality of life of its host 
communities while ensuring 
that the development is socio-
culturally sustainable. NMDC’s 
CSR Focus Areas - Education, 
Health, Skill Development, 
Infrastructure, and Safe 
Drinking Water are creating 
value and opportunities for 
people in the hinterlands of 
India. The company has dem-
onstrated consciousness and 
commitment in its approach 

towards the environment. 
Known as the Eco-Friendly 
Miners, NMDC’s responsible 
mine planning has been laud-
ed by the Indian Bureau of 
Mines with a 5 Star Rating to 
all its complexes.

Dilip Kumar Mohanty ex-
pressed his gratitude to ET 
Ascent for honouring NMDC’s 
contribution towards the so-
cial and sustainable develop-
ment of our nation. He said, 
“NMDC is working relentlessly 
to achieve our nation building 
goals of mineral security, sus-
tainability and self-reliance.”

Commending his team’s 
meticulous efforts towards 
CSR and Sustainability, Sumit 
Deb, CMD, NMDC said, “As the 
country’s mining major, NMDC 
is committed to shape a sus-
tainable and resilient future for 
India. We are consulting with 
our stakeholders on every step 
and harnessing the power of 
technology at our mines to en-
sure growth for our company 
and the community.”

HDFC Bank’s Xpress Car Loan 
Adjudged ‘Best In Class Lending 
Solution’ At Global Fintech Fest

HDFC Bank’s industry 
first offering ‘Xpress 
Car Loan’ has been ad-

judged ‘Best in Class Lending 
Solution’ at the Global Fintech 
Fest organised by the National 
Payments Corporation of India; 
Payment Council of India; 
and Fintech Convergence 
Council at Mumbai. This fest 
is a platform which brings 
together relevant stakehold-
ers in the Fintech space. 
 The ‘Xpress Car Loan’ is an in-
novation that enables a dealer’s 
account to be credited in about 
30 minutes. It was launched at 
the beginning of the current 
financial year. It is an end-to-
end digital new car loan jour-
ney for existing customers as 
well as non-customers.

“We are delighted to have 
secured this recognition in 

such a platform. The Xpress 
car loan was born out of the 
insight that about 90 per 
cent of the car buying jour-
neys begin online but they 
are often unable to complete 
it. This loan helps to bridge 
the gap through an end-to-
end digital journey and is 
expected to revolutionize the 
way car financing is done in 
the country.  We are com-
mitted to innovating con-
stantly in this space,” said Mr 
Arvind Kapil, Country Head- 
Retail Assets, HDFC Bank Ltd. 
HDFC Bank has continu-
ously been innovating and 
has many industry firsts in 
the retail lending space, like 
the 10 second personal loan, 
and the digital Loans Against 
Securities/Mutual Funds, 
among others.
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STUDENTS OF SPRING BUDS HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL in Ompora, 
Budgam take part in a Tug of War competition during the school’s Sports Week 
function on Wednesday, September 21.
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The Oval, Lord's To Host 
WTC Final In 2023, 2025

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: The Oval and the iconic 
Lord's will host the World Test 
Championship (WTC) Final in 
2023 and 2025 respectively, the 
game's governing body ICC said 
on Wednesday.

England were identified as 
the hosts for the next two WTC 
Finals during the ICC Annual 
General Meeting in Birming-
ham in July.

"We are delighted to be host-
ing next year's ICC World Test 

Championship Final at The Oval 
which has such a rich legacy 
and an amazing atmosphere, 
which is ideal for such an im-
portant fixture on the calen-
dar," ICC chief executive Geoff 
Allardice said in a statement.

"Following that we will then 
take the 2025 Final to Lord's 
which will provide a fitting 
backdrop to the ultimate Test.

"Last year's final between 
New Zealand and India in 
Southampton was an engross-
ing encounter and I am sure 

fans the world over would be 
looking forward to the next 
WTC final at The Oval."

While the venues have been 
announced, the dates for both 
the 2023 and 2025 ICC World 
Test Championship Finals has 
not been confirmed yet.

The second edition of the 
World Test Championship be-
gun on August 4 and is sched-
uled to finish on March 31 next 
year. Australia and South Africa 
are currently leading the WTC 
standings.

Qatar World Cup: Minor Offences 
Won't Result In Arrest

Agencies

DOHA: World Cup fans in Qa-
tar caught committing minor 
offences such as public drunk-
enness will escape prosecution 
under plans being developed by 
authorities in the conservative 
Muslim host nation, a diplomat 
and a person familiar with Qa-
tari briefings to foreign police 
told Reuters.

While the policing strategy 
for the competition, which kicks 
off in less than two months, has 
yet to be finalised, organisers 
have told diplomats and police 
from qualified countries they 

intend to show flexibility for 
relatively minor infringements, 
the sources said.

The signals reflect the deli-
cate balance which Qatar, a tiny 
Arab state where many follow 
the same puritanical school of 
Sunni Islam as in neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia, is trying to strike 
between respecting religious 
traditions and accommodat-
ing the raucous exuberance of 
more than a million visiting 
football fans.

Qatar's World Cup organis-
ers, the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy, did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

Organisers have not publicly 
clarified their approach to po-
licing, and many embassies 
have warned fans they face 
punishment for behaviour that 
would be tolerated elsewhere.

According to Qatar's legal 
code, freedom of expression is 
restricted, homosexuality is il-
legal and sex outside marriage 
is outlawed. Public drunken-
ness can incur a prison sen-
tence of up to six months and 
some things considered benign 
elsewhere like public displays 
of affection or wearing reveal-
ing clothes can be grounds for 
arrest.

Yadav Leapfrogs Babar To 
3rd Spot In T20 Rankings

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: India’s Suryakumar Ya-
dav has replaced Pakistan cap-
tain Babar Azam to occupy the 
third spot in the T20I batter’s 
list in the latest ICC Men’s Player 
Rankings issued on Wednesday.

Yadav impressed with a classy 
46 during India’s four-wicket loss 
to Australia in the opening match 
of their three-game series at Mo-
hali on Tuesday. The knock helped 
him to close in on Pakistan open-
er Mohammad Rizwan at the top 
of the T20I batter’s chart.

The right-hander dethroned 
Babar from the third spot, with 
Rizwan now just 45 rating points 
ahead of of him.

Rizwan hit a half-century in 
Pakistan’s loss to England in Ka-
rachi on Tuesday and maintains 
a narrow advantage at the top of 
the rankings with a career-high 

total of 825 rating points.
South Africa’s Aiden Markram 

(792 rating points) is in the second 
position ahead of Yadav (780).

Babar dropped to fourth in the 
latest rankings following his be-
low par Asia Cup and a 31 against 
England in the series opener. 
England’s Dawid Malan (725) 
and Australia skipper Aaron 
Finch (715) complete the top 6.

Australia seamer Josh Hazle-
wood maintained his top spot 
among bowlers after picking up 
the key wickets of Rohit Sharma 
and KL Rahul in the opening T20I.

England spinner Adil Rashid 
is third and on the coat-tails of 
Hazlewood and second-placed 
Tabraiz Shamsi following a two-
wicket haul against Pakistan, 
while returning veteran Alex Hales 
re-enters the T20I batter rankings 
following a three-year hiatus from 
20-over international cricket. 

‘Bhuvneshwar’s  Death Over 
Bowling Is Real Concern’

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The legendary 
Sunil Gavaskar feels senior pac-
er Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s poor 
show at the death overs is a “real 
concern” for India, going into 
next month’s T20 World Cup.

Bhuvneshwar has leaked quite 
a lot of runs at the death in the 
last few matches. His 16-run 
19th over allowed Australia to 
pull off a record chase of 209 in 
the first T20I in Mohali on Tues-
day night.

“I don’t think there was too 
much dew. We didn’t see the field-
ers or bowlers trying to use the 
towel to try and dry their fingers. 
That’s not an excuse. We didn’t 
bowl well. For example, that 19th 
over... that’s a real concern,” Ga-
vaskar said on ‘Sports Today’.

“Somebody like a Bhuvnesh-

war Kumar is going for runs every 
single time, when he is expected. 
In 18 deliveries he has bowled in 
three matches against Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, and now Australia, he 
has given away 49 runs.

“It is almost three runs per ball. 
Somebody with his experience 
and calibre, you expect he will give 
35-36 runs in those 18 deliveries. 
That really is an area of concern.”

The former skipper said India 
have not been able to defend good 
totals but hoped a fit-again Jasprit 
Bumrah’s return will strengthen 
the bowling department.

Bumrah has been out of action 
since the limited-overs series 
against England in July earlier 
this year as he was recovering 
from an old back injury.

India will next face Australia 
in the second T20I at Nagpur on 
Friday.  

2023 Ashes To Begin On 
June 16 At Edgbaston

Agencies

LONDON: The men’s Ashes five-
test series between England and 
Australia will begin in Edgbaston 
on June 16 next year, organisers 
said on Wednesday.

The second test will be held 
from June 28 at Lord’s, followed 
by the third in Headingley from 
July 6 and the fourth at Old Traf-
ford from July 19. The series will 
wrap up at The Oval with the 
fifth test scheduled for July 27.

Australia thrashed England 
4-0 in the last edition of the 
Ashes – a result which led to the 
sacking of coach Chris Silver-
wood and later saw Joe Root step 
down as captain. England, now 

led by skipper Ben Stokes and 
coach Brendon McCullum, are 
due to host Ireland in a one-off 
test before facing the Australians 
in the Ashes. Australia are cur-
rently the top-ranked team in 
tests, while England are fourth.

The women’s Ashes will be 
held in a multi-format series 
consisting of one test match, 
three one-day internationals 
and three Twenty20 interna-
tionals. It will begin on June 22. 
The test will be England wom-
en’s first over five days on home 
soil, and their first visit to Trent 
Bridge since 2000, while Edg-
baston, Lord’s and The Oval will 
all be hosting their first Wom-
en’s Ashes T20Is.

Roger Federer's Goodbye 
Will Be In Doubles

Agencies

LONDON: Roger Federer is 
known for his elegant style of 
play, for his longevity, for his 20 
Grand Slam titles — and for oc-
casional tears in his most emo-
tional post-match moments, 
whether after victory or defeat.

There was none of that sort of 
sadness Wednesday, just smiles 
and some chuckles at his own 
jokes, as Federer appeared at a 
news conference to discuss his 
retirement from professional 
tennis at age 41 after a series of 
knee operations. He will close 
his career with a doubles match 
at the Laver Cup on Friday — per-
haps alongside longtime rival 
Rafael Nadal.

Federer said he is now at peace 
with the decision to walk away, 
which comes a few weeks after 

Serena Williams played what is 
expected to be her last match at 
the U.S. Open, and he wants this 
farewell to be a celebration.

“I really don’t want it to be a 
funeral,” Federer said. “I want it 
to be really happy and powerful 
and party mode.”

“I’m nervous going in, because 
I haven’t played in so long,” he 
said. “I hope I can be somewhat 
competitive.”

“The bitterness: You always 
want to play forever,” he said. 
“I love being out on court. I love 
playing against the guys. I love 
traveling. ... It was all perfect. I 
love my career from every angle.”

And then he added: “The 
sweet part was that I know ev-
erybody has to do it at one point; 
everybody has to leave the game. 
It’s been a great, great journey. 
For that, I’m really grateful.”

Chelsea Fires Senior Exec Over 
‘Inappropriate Messages’

Agencies

LONDON: Chelsea has fired a 
recently hired senior executive 
for sending “inappropriate mes-
sages” before starting his job, 
the English Premier League club 
said on Wednesday.

The contract of Damian Wil-
loughby, who worked as the 
club’s commercial director, was 
terminated with immediate ef-
fect, Chelsea said.

British newspaper The Daily 
Telegraph first reported on the de-
parture of Willoughby, saying he 
sent a string of messages to a foot-
ball finance agent, who has since 
made a complaint to Chelsea’s 
president of business, Tom Glick.

“Evidence of inappropriate 
messages sent by Mr. Willough-
by, prior to his appointment at 
Chelsea earlier this month, has 
recently been provided to and 
investigated by the club,” Chel-

sea said in a statement sent to 
The Associated Press.

“While they were sent prior 
to his employment at the club, 
such behavior runs absolutely 
counter to the workplace envi-
ronment and corporate culture 
being established by the club’s 
new ownership.”

“The club’s owners are work-
ing tirelessly to set and achieve 
the highest standards both on 
and off the pitch,” Chelsea said, 
“and are determined to establish 
and nurture a culture of trans-
parency, accountability, inclu-
sivity, diversity and opportunity.

“The club is committed to 
creating an environment which 
embodies these values.”

Willoughby started working 
for Chelsea this month. It is his 
second stint at the London club, 
having previously been em-
ployed there from 2007-10, the 
Telegraph reported.

WC Captains Want To Wear 
Rainbow Armbands In Qatar

Agencies

GENEVA: FIFA came under pres-
sure Wednesday from several 
European football federations 
who want their captains to 
wear an armband with a rain-
bow heart design during World 
Cup games in Qatar to campaign 
against discrimination.

France and Germany, the 
last two World Cup champi-
ons, were among eight of the 
13 European football teams 
going to Qatar who joined the 
“OneLove” campaign, which 
started in the Netherlands. 
The Dutch team plays Qatar in 
Group A on Nov. 29.

FIFA rules prohibit teams from 
bringing their own armband de-
signs to the World Cup and insist 
they must use equipment pro-
vided by the governing body.

Armbands are the latest bat-
tleground for players to push 
political messages linked to 
the World Cup hosted in Qatar, 
where homosexual acts are ille-
gal and the treatment of migrant 
workers building projects for the 
tournament has been a decade-
long controversy.

“Wearing the armband to-
gether on behalf of our teams 

will send a clear message when 
the world is watching,” England 
captain Harry Kane said in a 
statement.

The Swiss football federation 
said it wanted captain Granit 
Xhaka to wear an armband on 
which “you can see a heart with 
diverse colours which represent 
the diversity of humanity.”

“A request to FIFA has also 
been submitted asking that 
permission be provided for the 
armbands to be worn through-
out the FIFA World Cup,” the 
Welsh football federation said in 
a statement.

FIFA did not immediately 
comment on the request.
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