Marriage Assistance Scheme

RS 37'15 Cr PrOVidEd TO Poor INDIA SET T D;J LOGISTS” CSTO |

Girls In J&K Last Year: LG

Says Central Act For
Welfare Of Senior
Citizen Implemented
Post August 2019

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Union Territory ad-
ministration has provided financial
assistance to the tune of Rs 37.15 crore
to over 9000 poor girls in Jammu and
Kashmir for marriage, Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha said on Friday.
Sinha made these remarks while
inaugurating free artificial limbs &
calipers distribution camp at SKUAST,
Jammu to mark birth centenary cele-
brations of late Dr Uttam Chand Shastri,
an official spokesperson said Friday.
“Earlier, financial assistance for
marriage of poor girls were provided
to 100-200 beneficiaries, but we have
covered 9309 such beneficiaries in
one year with overall financial assis-
tance of Rs 37.15 crore,” Sinha said.
The LG also stated that the admin-
istration is making dedicated efforts to
bridge the gap between the aspirations
of the citizens and the administrative

Maharaja’s Birth Anniversary

‘Decision Of Holiday
Taken To Respect

Sentiments Of Locals’

delivery for the development of an in-
clusive society in Jammu and Kashmir.

Sinha, according to the spokes-
person said, that there was no in-
tegrated system for physically and
mentally challenged people and now
Divyangjan in J&K have been brought
under the ambit of Pension Scheme.

“For the first time, Jammu and
Kashmir has been linked with the
National Trust Portal so that they
are given all the facilities and rights
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ACHIEVE GLOBAL BENCHMARKS

granted to them by the Central
Government,” Sinha said.

“Our objective is to achieve 100%
saturation of schemes for Divyangjan,
women, senior citizens in the current
financial year,” he added.

According to the spokesperson, the
LG further said that the social welfare
department is implementing a com-
prehensive plan to reach out to the
beneficiaries and a special enrolment
campaign was launched.

Sinha, he said, also asserted that
with the dedicated efforts, the num-
ber of beneficiaries receiving the
pension benefits has doubled.

“The Central Government Act
for the welfare of the senior citizen
which was not applicable in J&K prior
to August 2019 has been implement-
ed. Elderline helpline is meeting
their needs and geriatric wards have
also been started for the care of the
elderly in all the district hospitals,”
the LG said.

“There has been an increase of
206% in the scholarship to the chil-
dren of poor families as compared
to 2018-19. Till 2018, only 9500 girl
children got the benefit of Ladli Beti
Scheme. In three years, more than 1
lakh girl children More on P6
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decision to declare the birthday of Maharaja Hari Singh as a public holiday was

J ammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Friday said that the

taken respecting the sentiments of the local people.
“Respecting the sentiments of the local people, this decision has been taken in
view of the contributions of late Maharaja Hari Singh. | expect the official orders
to be issued in a few days,” the Lt Gov said. Jammu and Kashmir will have a public
holiday on late Maharaja Hari Singh’s birth anniversary, said the More on P6

Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

Government of India

IndianQil

“For ages, conservation of wildlife and habitats has
been a part of the cultural ethos of India, which
enceurages compassion and co-existence”.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

a rewrites History with arrival of Cheetahs

Celebrating the arrival of 8 Cheetahs,

which will ensure a suitable habitat in our diverse ecosystem
Initially the Cheetahs will be housed in specially designed quarantine enclosures in Kuno National
Park for-observation from the point of view of health and disease risk assessment. Subsequently,

after.the post import quarantine, the animals will be soft released in larger enclosures for further
acclimatization.

17" September, 2022 | 11:00 AM | Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh

Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister

India has doubled the tiger population from the baseline of 1411 to 2967 in 2018

This has been achieved 4 years ahead of the targeted year 2022

32 reserves based on landscape level approach formulated for elephant conservation
Launched'dedicated projects for conservation of Asiatic Lions and Dolphins

#IindiaWelcomesCheetah
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Humans Evolved With Their Microbiomes Like Genes, Your
Gut Microbes Pass From One Generation To The Next

The Conversation

When the first humans moved
out of Africa, they carried their
gut microbes with them. Turns
out, these microbes also evolved
along with them.

The human gut microbiome is
made up of hundreds to thou-
sands of species of bacteria and
archaea. Within a given species
of microbe, different strains car-
ry different genes that can affect
your health and the diseases
you're susceptible to.

There is pronounced variation in
the microbial composition and
diversity of the gut microbiome
between people living in differ-
ent countries around the world.
Although researchers are start-
ing to understand what factors
affect microbiome composition,
such as diet, there is still limited
understanding on why different
groups have different strains of
the same species of microbes in
their guts.

We are researchers who study
microbial evolution and micro-
biomes. Our recently published
study found that not only did mi-
crobes diversify with their early
modern human hosts as they trav-
eled across the globe, they followed
human evolution by restricting
themselves to life in the gut.

Microbes share evolutionary
history with humans

We hypothesized that as humans
fanned out across the globe and
diversified genetically, so did the
microbial species in their guts.
In other words, gut microbes
and their human hosts codiver-
sified and evolved together just
as human beings diversified so
that people in Asia look different
from people in Europe, so too did
their microbiomes.

To assess this, we needed to pair
human genome and microbi-
ome data from people around

the world. However, data sets
that provided both the microbi-
ome data and genome informa-
tion for individuals were lim-
ited when we started this study.
Most publicly available data was
from North America and West-
ern Europe, and we needed data
that was more representative of
populations around the world.
So our research team used exist-
ing data from Cameroon, South
Korea and the United King-
dom, and additionally recruited
mothers and their young chil-
dren in Gabon, Vietnam and
Germany. We collected saliva
samples from the adults to as-
certain their genotype, or genet-
ic characteristics, and fecal sam-
ples to sequence the genomes of
their gut microbes.

For our analysis, we used data
from 839 adults and 386 chil-
dren. To assess the evolutionary
histories of humans and gut mi-
crobes, we created phylogenetic
trees for each person and as well
as for 59 strains of the most com-
monly shared microbial species.
When we compared the human
trees to the microbial trees, we
discovered a gradient of how
well they matched. Some bac-
terial trees didn't match the

human trees at all, while some
matched very well, indicating
that these species codiversified
with humans. Some microbial
species, in fact, have been along
for the evolutionary ride for over
hundreds of thousands of years.
We also found that microbes that
evolved in tandem with people
have a unique set of genes and
traits compared with microbes
that had not codiversified with
people. Microbes that partnered
up with humans have smaller
genomes and greater oxygen and
temperature sensitivity, mostly
unable to tolerate conditions be-
low human body temperature.
In contrast, gut microbes with
weaker ties to human evolution
have traits and genes charac-
teristic of free-living bacteria in
the external environment. This
finding suggests that codiversi-
fied microbes are very much de-
pendent on the environmental
conditions of the human body
and must be transmitted quick-
ly from one person to the next,
either passed down generation-
ally or between people living in
the same communities.
Confirming this mode of trans-
mission, we found that mothers
and their children had the same

strains of microbes in their guts.
Microbes that were not codiver-
sified, in contrast, were more
likely to survive well outside of
the body and may be transmit-
ted more widely through water
and soil.

Gut microbes and personal-
ized medicine

Our discovery that gut microbes
evolved right along with their
human hosts offers another way
to view the human gut microbi-
ome. Gut microbes have passed
between people over hundreds
to thousands of generations,
such that as humans changed, so
did their gut microbes. As a re-
sult, some gut microbes behave
as though they are part of the
human genome: They are pack-
ages of genes that are passed
between generations and shared
by related individuals.
Personalized medicine and
genetic testing are starting to
make treatments more specific
and effective for the individual.
Knowing which microbes have
had long-term partnerships
with people may help research-
ers develop microbiome-based
treatments specific to each pop-
ulation. Clinicians are already
using locally sourced probiotics
derived from the gut microbes
of community members to treat
malnutrition.

Our findings also help scien-
tists better understand how
microbes transition ecologi-
cally and evolutionarily from
free-living in the environment
to dependent on the conditions
of the human gut. Codiversified
microbes have traits and genes
reminiscent of bacterial sym-
bionts that live inside insect
hosts. These shared features
suggest that other animal hosts
may also have gut microbes that
codiversified with them over
evolution.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

ANANTNAG PWD(R&B) DIVISION KHANABAL
NIT NO 108 OF R&B/Khanabal/2022-23 /E-TENDERING/13586-95 DATED 13-09-2022

For and on behalf of theLt. Governor, Union Territory of J&Ke-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD,

Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works: -

SRINAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Regal lane Lal Chowk Srinagar
Email id: eerrwdsmc@gmail.com
SHORT TERM

NOTICE INVITING E- TENDER No. 23 of 2022-2023

Dated: 14.09.2022

NOTE: - 1. The Bidders who have not started the works allotted in their favour in Right River Works Division need not to apply for bidding. As per the directions they are

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER RIGHT RIVER WORKS DIVISION

S. [Name of Work Estimated [Costof  [Earnest Time of . Major Head | Position Of AA (Class of debarred from participating in bidding. Their Bid if they apply shall be deemed invalid.
No Cos’r T/Doc.  Money (In Completion  fof Account (Contractor 2.Bidders should participate keeping in consideration their financial and physical capacity to execute the works as per the time schedule and in case of being successful for multiple
— (Rsinlacs) (inRs) S) _ works they will have to start/complete all allotted works simultaneously and failure at one place(work) shall be treated as failure at all other allotted places (Works).
1. [Raising of Ist Floor 67.46 1600 134920 150 Days Capex Accorded Vide Govt Order  |AAY Class 3. The lowest quoted items to be executed in full. In case any deviations, the deductions as per the rates in vogue shall be implemented on the final comparative work done.
Over the Existing Budget No DGM/P&S/ ist floor/ Only For percentage tenders, variations in quantity if any shall be strictly as per financial code (PWD)
IComplex at Sub-Stores Bijbehara/2022/36/3241-49, For and on behalf of the Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal Commissioner, e-tenders are invited on percentage basis (as per the J&K PWD Engi-

|__IBijbehara, Anantnag ated 20.07.2022 neering Manual 2020) from approved registered eligible Civil Contractors/ Self Help Groups for the below mentioned works.
Project Authority: Directorate of Geology and Mining. S.No [Name of the Work /Adv. cost in|Cost of T/ [Earnest Money (Time of Comple-Head of Account [Class of

. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms- and conditions of contract and other lacs Doc.inRs |(InRs.) tion contractor
details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: 1 Renovation of community hall at Gassi Mohalla  149.86 2000 99720 4 months CAPEX AAY/ BEE
S No Particulars Dated 2. Development of Sarwar-e-Azam Stadium at 133.46 3000 266920 6 months CAPEX AAY
I Date of Issue of Tender Notice 13-09-2022 Umar colony Malabagh
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 14-09-2022 (09:00AM)

To 26-09-2022 (04:30PM) Position of AAA: Order No 133 of 2022 dated 28.01.2022 and 774 of 2022 dated: 18.06.2022)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 14-09-2022 (09:00AM) Technical Sanction: Order No. 18 of 2022 dated: 09.09.2022 and order No. 135-SSCL of 2022 dated: 09.09.2022
4 Bid Submission End Date To 26-09-2022 (04:30PM) The NIeT consists of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q) set of terms and conditions of contract
5 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 27-09-2022 (10:00AM) other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the date schedule given below.
In the offrce of Executrve Engrneer PWD(R&B) Drvrsron Khanabal

', a]

2: Bidsmustbea U ineer R&B S.No. |Particulars Date from to
Division Khanabal [Tender Invrtrng Authorrty] (Name of Work tobe mentroned on the Treasury Challan / Recerpt)(Refer Govt. order No. 0. M No.A/24 (2017) 651 Dt 07-06- Date of issuance/ Publication of NIT online e-portal 14.09.2022
2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape ofCDR/FDR/BG Date of Downloading of bid documents for said NleT 14.00.2022 from 04:00 PM

ledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Khanabal (Tender receiving Authority). D. i i i issi s 14.00.2022 from 05:00 PM

. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of Earnest Money/ Date of uploading of bid document/ bid submission Ends 26.09.2022 upto 06:00 PM
Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive. Date of Bid opening 27.09.2022 at11:00 AM

. The T+tlowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favou- Date of Submission of Uploaded documents (Hard Copies) by Successful Bidder including Bid Security (CDR/FDR)  |28-09-2022 upto 04:00 PM
rof Executive Engineer R&B Division Khanabal (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of fresh dated and all other relevant documents (GST clearance, Bank Receipt/ Registration duly renewed etc.
Defect Liability Period(DLP) of the work.Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor be forwarded

to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year. Note: - Fresh Date means the Documents Drawn after the issuance of said NleT. documents:
The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after receiving Performance TERMS AND CONDITIONS 0 Tender fees.

security @3% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work, L The intending tenders should attach call deposit receipt equivalent to 2% of the o EMDin the shape of CDR and FDR.

. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail mes- | | @t ‘°St of the work shown against ea‘h work pledged to the Executive E"g'"ee' Right River g ssﬁ'fﬁ;;‘;"ocfa‘;: arrs]ﬂ:tsr ;?‘tce;:éefrr‘;:"act mpetent Authorly
sage on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Khanabal 2 Bids must be ammpamed WIth mst of tender document in the shape of Bank Re o Latest GST dearaﬁce. P

. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bid ceipt / challan as a tender fee paid in the Municipal Account No. 0216010200000007 payableat o PAN Card.
8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. J&K Bank Branch Dood Ganga Balgarden, Srinagar payable at Srinagar (with NIT No and Serial No 0 Correspondence Address of the Agency with active Mobile No.
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in of work mentioned) and Earnest Money/ bid security in the shape of CDR/FDR (The date of Bank o Any other document required to be uploaded as per the NieT.
to acquaint bid submission process. g_edcesip;/ ;ha_llaré HS% etar;'re.lf:1 m;)nsay/bfid se_curity sh;)ulg bbel betv';een thle dgte ofds:ﬁrt ofrl:id T_nd 2 § Ths ttia'f;] artr’ddtl;me of ;)pemtng cl:lf btrﬁs shgahll beEnonflled on websrtet r\/1vww |kterl1ders

icil i iddi i Nioi i ifil ’ i . i o Id Submission Ena date) .Ihe tenaer Tees IS non-refunaable and can also be pall rough online ov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an E-mail message on their e-mail

lc)értificate fro;Da?rzr;ﬁ;ezziénvgﬁﬂrf process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)" as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital gmdke [\)/i.: NlEFT/RTGSgr {avourof F./A/ Chief Accounts officer, Srinagar Municipal Corporation with a?;i;es; Thetr:ndfE of respor:zs_rv:ttaqderal shEll[t))le ppenedeocnhSe or; the salrn? ar]ebs:(te s|r_r the office
C The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in physical form. Nameof theBake . Jammuand Kashmir Bank Ltd e ehtesot the et ot I (oo S e o) e
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. Branch: - Balgarden, Srinagar happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids, or there is any Net problem the same will
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. Bank Account No - 0216010200000007 be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
f. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents including tender document fee in terms of soft copies with technical bid. IFSC code:- JAKAOGARDEN 4, The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. MICR CODE: 190051008 ) opening of technical bids. ) )

. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. Forone partrcularworlf, Only one bank Receipt / challan (noF more than orre) - The earnest rrroney in favour of the unsuccessful bidder shall be released only

0. Scanned copy ofcost of tender document i the shape of Treasury Challan / Recelpt n favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Khanabal(The Dateof | | 9 1e ®(ac ameutofehaer fes (herher eser o fearc) as shown agane evparicular - aftersubmission ot BamRecepis/ it e e
Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date)and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) particular work should not be again used/ uploaded for any other work in the NieT (i.e. one Bank a) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bi’d/tender during the period of bid validity or

Division Khanabalmust be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other relevant bid documents shall

Receipt / Bank Challan for one work only)
be gbtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract.

makes any Modifications the terms and conditions of the bid.
Tender Fee and other relevant documents including Bid security (CDR/FDR) b

Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance

. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. duly filled up, if found uploaded, with any ambiguity or un-attested correction/over writing for security within the specified time limit.
2 . Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto comple- any work such tender /bid gh'alll be considered as invalid bid and shall be out rightly rejected and c) Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixa-
tion of the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. action under ’”lesui‘:élﬂ‘;":f';";dc-“ I witngtenderfes and EMD mustbe avoided l‘;‘;’:rz‘;fi‘;f:{gcgi-dders regarding e-tenderng process
1 4 2:?23:2? {:rﬁgsﬁg Eg : jﬁi ows/ Er(:;: g:ﬁ: aasrg(;r;:gwg ;ﬂrﬁ?;&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. Both_the tender fees and Bid Security should be uploaded as coloured document _ Sb/-
. - (not as black and white document). Executive Engineer
The participating agencies/ contractors are advised in their own interest not to DIPK-NB-3884/22 Right River works Division

(ErQaziJaveed Amin)
Executive Engineer,
R&B Division Khanabal

resort to any cheating while submitting and uploading the tender document Fees or any other
document.

Srinagar Municipal Corporation

DIPK-10086/22

No: SMC/EERRWD/1808-17.

The bidders are requested to upload the coloured scanned copy of the following Dated: 14.09.2022
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Highway Horror: Hilly Terrain, Overloadlng, Rash Drlvmg Claiming Lives Of Passengers

Augqib Javeed

Srinagar: Hilly terrain, rash
driving, overloading of passen-
gers and dilapidated condition
of roads are said to be the main
reasons for the spike in deadly
accidents in the Pir Panjal range
and Chenab valley of the Jammu
region.

In less than 24 hours, 16 peo-
ple have lost their lives while
50 others sustained injuries in
two different traffic incidents,

exposing the fault lines in the
much hyped road safety mea-
sures of the traffic department.

Lately, government figures
suggest that the deaths caused
by road accidents in J&K in 2021
are much higher than those
killed during the three decades
of conflict. However, of late, the
Chenab and Pin Panjal region of
Jammu witnessed more traffic
accidents and deaths than the
Kashmir Valley.

According to figures, 896

people lost their lives due to
traffic incidents in the year 2021

in J&K. Among them, 676 were
reported from Jammu region

and 220 from the Valley.

The recently released Crime
Gazette 2021 by Jammu and
Kashmir Police revealed that 4506
people were injured in Jammu
last year and 2317 in the Valley.

According to the data, sixty-
five percent of road accidents
(3585) were reported from the
Jammu division. Around 1876
mishaps occurred in Kashmir. In
2020, 728 people lost their lives
in the Union Territory.

The locals lamented from

time to time that the succes-
sive governments have failed to
come-up with any preventive
strategy to minimise loss of lives
in the road rage.

“Apart from that, there is a
very thick presence of traffic
cops on the road to check the
wrong doings,” said Mohammad
Taki, a resident of Doda.

Taki further added that the
roads in the mountainous re-
gion are not only prone to land-
slides but are also More on P6

Centre To Grant
Land Ownership
Rights To WPRs

Agencies

Jammu: In a major decision, the
Centre is set to grant land owner-
ship rights to West Pakistan refu-
gees (WPR)in Jammu and Kashmir.

After the abrogation of Article
370, the Centre has initiated an
exercise through which the own-
ership rights will be granted to the
WPRs over lands measuring 46,666
Kanals that were allotted to them
before the abrogation of Article 370.

Officials said these lands are
in Jammu, Samba and Kathua
districts and were allotted to
the WPRs in 1954 after they mi-
grated to the Indian side of the
International Border.

"The Union Home Ministry of-
ficials have discussed the matter
with the revenue department of-
ficials of J&K who have initiated

the exercise," official sources said.

When J&K had special status
under Article 370 and 34A, the
West Pakistan refugees could
neither own land nor apply for
government jobs as they were
not state subjects of J&K.

After coming to power in the
Centre, the BJP government had
given Rs 5.5 lakh per family as
compensation to West Pakistan
and Pakistan occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (POJK) refugees.
After Article 370 was scrapped,
West Pakistan Refugees, POJK ref-
ugees, Gorkhas and Valmikis have
been declared as domiciles of J&K.

The lands on which the own-
ership rights will be granted to
these refugees exist in Akhnoor,
R.S. Pura, Bishnah in Jammu dis-
trict, in parts of Samba district
and Hiranagar district. (IANS)

discussed the matter with the revenue department
officials of J&K who have initiated the exercise."

G THE UNION HOME MINISTRY officials have

Ex-Governor Malik Drops Another Bomb
Says Sajjad Lone Wanted To Be J&K CM With Just 6 MLAs

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Peoples Conference
leader Sajjad Lone wanted to
be Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister just before the dissolu-
tion of the Assembly in 2018 al-
though he had only six MLAs, the
erstwhile State’s last Governor
Satya Pal Malik has said.

AND | WILL NOT
DO IT. The Supreme Court

Supreme Court will say you
summon the House. You will
lose. I will not do this.”

THAT IS NOT THE
GOVERNOR’S ROLE

will flog me. The next day the

Throwing light on behind-
the-scenes political manoeu-
vring that preceded the dissolu-
tion of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly by him in 2018, Malik,
now the Governor of Meghalaya,
described Lone as the “blue-
eyed boy” of the Centre.

He said he had asked Lone to
write to him about the support

he enjoyed in the 87-mem-
ber House. Lone said he had
six MLAs but “told me if you
administer me the oath, I will
prove my majority in a week”.

Malik spoke of the circum-
stances in which he dissolved
the Assembly in November 2018
although PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti had staked claim to form
a Government with the sup-
port of the Congress and the
National Conference (NC).

The PDP-BJP Government
headed by Mehbooba had earlier

collapsed in June 2018 after the
BJP pulled out of the coalition.

Malik said he had told Lone,
“That is not the governor’s role
and I will not do it. The Supreme
Court will flog me. The next day
the Supreme Court will say you
summon the House. You will
lose. I will not do this.”

The Governor said it seemed
that the PDP-NC-Congress com-
bine may have had a majority
but “foolishly” they had not held
aformal meeting or passed a res-
olution or given a letter of sup-
port “to the lady (Mehbooba)”.

Malik told “The Wire” in
an interview that he had spo-
ken to the then Union Finance
Minister Arun More on P6

New Power
Curtailment
Schedule To Be
Out Next Month

Agencies

Srinagar: With the augmen-
tation of power infrastruc-
ture further in Jammu and
Kashmir, the Valley would
likely witness less power
curtailments in the upcom-
ing winter season while as
the officials said that the new
power curtailment sched-
uled will be announced in
next month.

Chief Engineer, Kashmir
Power Distribution
Corporation Limited (KPDCL),
Javed Yousuf Dar said that
the power infrastructure has
further been augmented in
the past one year.

“There were less power
curtailments in the last win-
ters and with the further
augmentation of power in-
frastructure, more relief is ex-
pected to the consumers this
winters as well,” Dar said.

Asked about the new
power curtailment sched-
uled for winters, he said that
the present schedule will
continue for the next one
month and new schedule
will be announced once the
temperature plummets in
Kashmir—(KNO)

Russia, Ukraine Conflict

Press Trust Of India

Samarkand: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
pressed Russian President
Vladimir Putin to end the con-
flict in Ukraine soon, saying
"today's era is not of war" even
as he called for finding ways
to address the global food and
energy security crisis.

In a bilateral meeting on the
sidelines of the annual summit
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in this Silk
Road city, Modi also underlined

"Today's Era Is Not Of
War': PM Modi Tells Putin

the importance of "democracy,
dialogue and diplomacy" while
calling for an early cessation of
hostilities in Ukraine.

"Today the biggest worry
before the world, especially
developing countries, is food
security, fuel security, fertil-
isers. We must find ways on
these problems and you will
also have to consider it. We
will get an opportunity to talk
about these issues," Modi said
in his opening remarks.

It was the first in-person
meeting between More on P6

SHORT TAKES

Blast Outside DDC
Member’s House

Alow-intensity blast occurred outside the

house of a District Development Council

member in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Poonch district, officials said on Friday. No
one was injured in the blast that occurred late
on Thursday night, they said. A mysterious
blast occurred outside the house of DDC
member Sohail Malik in Fazlabad village of
Surankote tehsil. Malik’s SUV, More on P6

4.8 Magnitude
Quake Hits Ladakh

n earthquake of magnitude 4.8 on the
Richter scale occurred 189 km north

of Leh’s Alchi, said National Center for
Seismology on Friday. The earthquake occurred
at 4:19 am with a depth of 10 km below the
ground. “An earthquake of magnitude 4.8
occurred 189 km north of Leh’s Alchi. The
depth of the earthquake was 10 km below the
ground,” NSE said in a tweet. More on P6

23 New Covid
Cases In J&K

enty three more people tested positive
I for Coronavirus in Jammu and Kashmir
on Friday, taking the number of people

infected since the onset of pandemic in
the Union territory to 478894. According to
officials, Kashmir Valley detected 16 new
cases of virus while seven others were
registered in Jammu division. In the Valley,
they said, Budgam reported More on P6

Minor Taken Away
By Leopard In Uri

minor girl on Friday was mauled and
Ataken away by a leopard in Uri area of

North Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
6-year-old Munaza daughter of Imran
Beigh was in the courtyard of her house in
Gawashar village of Uri on Friday evening
when a leopard appeared there and took her
away, reports said. The family, reports said,
tried to chase the leopard to More on P6

LG To Unvelil First Ever
Multiplex In Srinagar

ashmir Valley’s first ever multiplex

Kiss all set to be unveiled in the high-
ecurity zone Sonwar area of this

capital city on September 20. Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha
will inaugurate the multiplex designed by
INOX on Tuesday at 11:00 am. Vijay Dhar, a
prominent Kashmiri Pandit businessman and
the brainchild behind More on P6
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Enter The Durbar

he durbar is back in town after six months alongwith
its elaborate paraphernalia and with it the capital
city readies for the seasonal nightmare that one of
the surviving vestiges of the “bad old feudal days”
brings along. The town dwellers have had the taste of the
things to come days ahead when the entire area around the
civil secretariat was sealed off for the lesser mortals and the
securitymen carried out an exhaustive drill to test the secu-
rity bandobust.

Police and paramilitary personnel carried out extensive
frisking of passers by while as sharp shooters and comman-
does took positions at vantage points on rooftops in the imme-
diate neighbourhood. If the reports and pictures appearing in
local newspapers were any indication, the ordeal has begun
in the right earnest. The exercise was carried out in

Batmaloo, Karan Nagar, Shaheed Gunj, Magarmal Bagh,
Suthra Shahi, Jehangir Chowk and even in Budshah Chowk.
The city localities in the close vicinity of the civil secretariat
are the worst hit with the movement of their residents being
watched stingingly by the men in khaki. A resident summed
up the scenario thus, “After the opening of secretariat tomor-
row, our lives will become a hell”.

What difference does the half-yearly move of the state
government offices make to the people in rest of the city and
beyond in the valley’s countryside could be anybody’s guess.
The main road outside the secretariat will be a mute witness
to long queues of desperate people jostling with one another
to gain entry into the heavily fortified complex to seek solu-
tion to their manifold problems. If the reports that make head-
lines in the media were to be believed, barring the chosen few
enjoying proximity to those at the

helm, most such people leave the premises thoroughly
disenchanted and dismayed, perhaps with the famous cou-
plet, “boo-e-gul, nala-e-dil,

dood-e-chirag-e-mehfil / jo teri bazm se nikla, so parais-
han nikla”, echoing deep inside them. It may not be any differ-
ent this time around, notwithstanding the tall claims of "good
governance’ and return of

normalcy’, the rulers are never tired of making to hood-
wink public opinion.

Going by the reports, not all the departments are involved
in the half-yearly up and down trek between the two capital
cities. Many of them have already been divisionalised giving
the desired relief not only to the officials working in them
but to the people as well. With their heads of department sta-
tioned in both the capitals, the day-to-day problems get sorted
out quicker than those where moving offices are involved.

In spite of the communication revolution over the years,
such departments continue to work in a primitive fashion
with consequent inconvenience to the

people. Normally, on their bi-annual move, these offices
take around a month to settle and become fully functional.
The move order issued about a month

earlier has a sedative effect on the 10,000 odd officials
working in them. Apart from that, the move entails a huge
unproductive expenditure running into tens of crores of ru-
pees on the move allowances, TA, transportation and carriage
of men, material and records, without bringing about any per-
ceptible

improvement in performance.

One is reminded of the ill-fated decision the former chief
minister, Dr Farooq Abdullah, took in the late “70s to truncate
the exercise. He was forced to

withdraw the order following stiff resistance by the pow-
erful Jammu lobby supported by those Kashmiri officials who
have a vested interest in perpetuating the time and resource
consuming practice. The stock

argument offered to justify it is that it promotes emotional
integration between the two regions of Kashmir and Jammu.
How much of it has been achieved so far could be a matter of
debate. It is an open secret

the two regions, and their respective leaderships — NC,
PDP and others in Kashmir and Congress, BJP, JKNPP et al
in Jammu - have rarely been on the same wave length on mat-
ters of development, recruitments or

selections for coveted professional courses, or for that
matter, on several other issues like the Permanent Residents
(Disqualification) Bill, the

Resettlement Act, or the on-going turmoil in the state.

Even as the advisability of the feudal practice would con-
tinue to engage saner minds across the regional divide, the
chaotic situation prevailing in the

capital city of Srinagar as a result of the durbar move is
of an immediate concern. It appears the city which, inciden-
tally, is going to be host to lakhs of tourists, both domestic as
well as foreign, has been converted into a virtual prison with
most civil lines areas declared out of bounds for the common
people.

The heavy and obtrusive presence of the men in khaki
all over speaks volumes about the perceptions of the present
rulers. Unless the chief minister has lost his touch with the
constituency he claims to represent and

sees every Kashmiri as a militant, why at all should his
administration restrict the movement of the general public
around the civil secretariat. There has

to be a rationale behind this anti-people decision. In case
there is none, he and the coalition government that he heads
has no business whatsoever to be in the office. He must know
the people of Kashmir are even

otherwise groaning under a repressive security situation
and by adding to their misfortunes he would be doing them no
service. If he cannot humanize his administration, he better
spare the people of the miseries and take it back to Jammu.

The article is an editorial from KO’s archives and was
originally published on 10th Feb, 2005

A success or a failure?

Asad Mirza

he recent economic up-

heaval followed by the

political disruption in Sri

Lanka, has once again
made the Chinese BRI, the focus
of debate whether it is beneficial
or insensitive to the participating
countries besides being a success
or a failure

The Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping launched the BRI with much
fanfare and high promises and
grandiose plans for the participat-
ing countries in 2013. It was consid-
ered to be a centrepiece of Chinese
foreign and trade policy.

Basically, Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) earlier also referred
to as One Belt One Road or OBOR
for short, is a global infrastructure
development strategy to invest in
nearly 150 countries and interna-
tional organisations, around the
globe.

The BRI formed a central com-
ponent of Xi's "Major Country Di-
plomacy" strategy, which calls for
China to assume a greater leader-
ship role for global affairs in ac-
cordance with its rising power and
status. As of August 2022, 149 coun-
tries were listed as having signed
up to the BRI.

Xi originally announced the
strategy as the "Silk Road Eco-
nomic Belt" during an official visit
to Kazakhstan in September 2013,
referring to the proposed overland
routes for road and rail transporta-
tion through landlocked Central
Asia along the famed historical
trade routes of the Western Re-
gions; in addition to the "21st Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road", refer-
ring to the Indo-Pacific sea routes
through Southeast Asia to South
Asia, the Middle East and Africa.
In fact the BRI was also considered
a grandiose plan to challenge the
American hegemony over global
trade and diplomacy.

However, the recent events in
Sri Lanka, with similar echoes be-
ing heard from Bangladesh, Nepal
and Pakistan has led some China
watchers to conclude that this is an
indicator of the hit that the Chinese
economy has taken during the Co-
vid pandemic and the BRI appears
to be under revaluation with recipi-
ent countries wary of the debt trap
and its economic feasibility.

Let’s take a closer look at the
original intent of the BRI, its ex-
pansion and its long and short-
term impacts on the aid recipient
countries and whether it has been
a success or a failure and how the
U.S. could have countered it in a
much better manner.

In his report in 2020, Rafiq Dos-
sani, Director, RAND Centre for

Asia Pacific Policy opined that
China's strongest motive behind
the BRI was its long-term econom-
ic security. The maritime routes
of the BRI would have helped the
relatively underdeveloped, land-
locked areas of China such as
Yunnan and Xinjiang provinces
by linking them with ports in the
more rapidly growing areas of
Asia.

At the same time, the emerg-
ing land routes of the BRI were
marked as an alternative to the
South China Sea, through which
most of China's trade currently
passes and which is becoming a
zone of contestation between the
United States and China.

Dossani further explaining the
reasons for the initial welcome
of BRI opined that traditionally,
many countries prefer to work
with the World Bank and other
multilateral lenders, which pro-

&5

As conflicts between
the United States

and China appear to
mount, some experts
have questioned the
intentions of China’s
BRI. It has been viewed
as a debt trap for
impoverished states
and a means for

China to expand its
territorial control, but
isit areality? Is the
United States missing
an opportunity to
participate-in or initiate
parallel activities?

vide borrowers with good practic-
es, while making significant fund-
ing available on a meritocratic
rather than political basis.

But, he says further that from
a developing country’s viewpoint,
accessing the world's spare capital
has been difficult because of the
risk entailed in many such invest-
ments. The Asian Development
Bank estimates that Asian coun-
tries face an infrastructure invest-
ment gap of $459 billion a year.

This logic also explains the sen-
timents, which in the initial stages
of the launch of the BRI seemed to
be the main attractive reason for
the BRI projects and Chinese fund-
ing. But nine years after its launch
BRI seems to have lost its sheen,
due to the economic meltdown in
several countries, which borrowed
heavily from China under the garb
of infrastructure development,
progress and prosperity.

Bangladesh Finance Minister
AHM Mustafa Kamal has publicly
blamed economically unviable
Chinese BRI projects for exacer-
bating the economic crisis in Sri
Lanka. He says that developing
countries must think twice about
taking more loans through BRI
as global inflation and slowing
growth add to the strains on in-
debted emerging markets.

In fact, Bangladesh has made
it clear that it will not accept any
further loans but only grants from
Beijing. Nepal has also taken the
same stand. Pakistan with some
US §$ 53 billion being spent by Bei-
jing under the aegis of BRI also
faces the same fate.

China has also invested some
US $ 44 billion in Indonesia, US § 41
billion in Singapore, US $ 39 billion
in Russia, US $ 33 billion in Saudi
Arabia and US $ 30 billion in Malay-
sia.

The cry against Chinese BRI is
not limited only to the Indian sub-
continent as its reverberations can
be heard in the stalled US §$ 4.7 bil-
lion railway project in Kenya, also.
Five years after its launch, the
project ends abruptly in an empty

field, 200 miles from its destination
in Uganda.

As conflicts between the United
States and China appear to mount,
some experts have questioned the
intentions of China’s BRI. It has been
viewed as a debt trap for impover-
ished states and a means for China to
expand its territorial control, but is it
a reality? Is the United States miss-
ing an opportunity to participate-in
or initiate parallel activities?

BRI has been repeatedly la-
belled a debt trap and a power grab,
and perhaps this seemed like a pos-
sible scenario. However, this con-
cept has been debunked by recent
research. Deborah Brautigam,
director of the China Africa Re-
search Initiative at Johns Hopkins
University, found no evidence that
Chinese banks over-lend or invest
in loss-making projects to obtain a
foothold in those countries, in one
of her studies on Chinese lending
to Africa.

There is further evidence that
China is not engaging in debt trap
diplomacy. Brautigam has noted
that in some countries the IMF
has been labelled as being vulner-
able. Also Chinese loans were not
responsible for pushing indebted
countries above IMF debt sustain-
ability limits.

Furthermore, it should be noted
that not just impoverished nations,
but East Asian and Europe coun-
tries have also been smitten by the
BRI. Over 18 European Union coun-
tries have joined the BRI.

In fact, rather than decrying
China, the United States should en-
gage in infrastructure lending to
poor countries, and/or make it eas-
ier for multilateral banks to lend
for such projects, reducing bureau-
cratic requirements. It should also
initiate similar activities in under-
developed or developing countries.

To better its image, China
should improve transparency
around BRI deals. The World Bank
and other bodies have also called
for increased transparency. This
would go a long way in improv-
ing U.S. and other countries’ un-
derstanding of Chinese intentions
about the BRI.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer

Asad Mirza is a political
commentator based in New Delhi.
He was also associated with BBC
Urdu Service and Khaleej Times of
Dubai.

He writes on Indian Muslims,
educational, international affairs,
interfaith and current affairs.
www.asad-mirza.blogspot.com

have a friend in the US who

served that country’s armed

forces. Being a retired service-

man, he is interested in firearms
and uses them for sporting activities.
He often travels to a firing range
near his house to keep his skills up-
to-date and joins competitions on a
regular basis.

During a conversation with me
some years ago, he described how
firearm owners sometimes shoot
themselves in the foot. He explained
that in actuality, these people shoot
themselves in the thigh, and the bul-
let makes its way unerringly down
the rest of the leg and into the foot.
This occurs when the owner of a fire-
arm becomes overconfident about
his or her abilities and carries a
concealed firearm on their person.
“Concealed Carry” is a special sta-
tus sought after by American gun
afficionados who usually must go
through focused safety training be-
fore they are issued a license by the
authorities to carry a concealed gun
on their person.

Evidently, these trained carriers
can sometimes become so overconfi-
dent that they start carrying a con-
cealed gun on their hips, under their
shirts or jackets, that is not only
loaded, but also has a bullet in the
firing chamber, with the gun cocked
and ready to fire.

Despite all the training, acci-
dents happen, as they often do, and
even bumping the firearm into a
hard surface can cause it to go off,
and the bullet in the chamber sears
down the cowboy or cowgirl’s thigh
and thence firmly lodges itself into
the foot. Ouch! It seems to me that it
would be far wiser to not have a bul-
let in the firing chamber, even if the
firearm is loaded.

Discretion is after all the better
part of valour.

Has Indian IT Shot
Itself In The Foot?

IT Is facing structural problems from TS
short-sighted approach to mid-level hiring.

Siddharth Pai

At the risk of dating myself, I
have to say I have been in and around
the IT services industry for at least
three major economic boom and bust
cycles: the early 2000s’ dotcom boom
and bust, the Great Financial Crisis
(GFC) of 2008, and the current Covid-
fueled crisis.

During the first dotcom crisis, I
was a senior executive at an Ameri-
can IT services firm, and the crude
joke in those circles was that the
term “B2B” stood for all the Indian
origin software programmers who
had been retrenched and were going
“Back to Bangalore”.

But Indian IT services, despite
its oft-heralded demise, went from
strength to strength after the world
realised that it could send work to
the worker, and didn’t necessarily
have to bring the worker to the work.

After the dotcom bust, it did well
during both the GFC of 2008 and the
Covid crisis of 2020-21. This time,
however, it may have overplayed its
hand, or to use the gun analogy, may
have

been walking around with a gun
strapped to its side with a bullet in
the firing chamber.

While it has kept the salary for
fresh IT engineering graduates about
the same level for 20 years, which
has not even kept up with inflation,

the need for talent with a medium
level of experience during the Covid
crisis went up significantly.

So, these firms started a bidding
war for such talent, and were poach-
ing staff from one another over the
last two years. Many IT engineers in
the 3-6-year experience bracket were
being routinely offered up to twice
(2X) their current salaries to switch
jobs.

The work from home environ-
ment, forced on us by the pandemic,
has made the barriers to switching
jobs much easier; after all, you stay
at the same desk at home to churn
out the same code, all you're doing
now is to churn it out for a different
employer for twice the money.

I challenge you to find a 26-year-
old who is mature enough to under-
stand that a 2X increase in salary is
a fishy proposition; it is simply too
good to be true, and even if true, cer-
tainly will not last.

Overconfidence is the wont of the
young, and no amount of sage advice
from an elder can stand in the face of
a job offer that promises a youngster
double his or her salary.

And last week, right on cue, there
is news that India’s IT majors have
started indicating that variable pay
will be cut, pyramids normalised (by
bringing in more fresh graduates

whose salary levels have remained
static while ejecting high-cost re-
sources), and employees brought back
to the office to foster more cohesion
between the firm and its employees.

Almost all Indian IT services ma-
jors have seen a worsening demand
environment, while the indiscrimi-
nate hiring and poaching has caused
wage bubbles in their workforce,
thereby bringing their margins down
by several hundred basis points. The
use of subcontractors has also gone
up, and registrations on IT subcon-
tractor marketplace platforms such
as TopCoder have risen by up to 60%.
Equity analysts have downgraded
most of these stocks and are calling
for further corrections in share pric-
es; in many cases, their target prices
are 20% lower than today.

While a 26-year-old can be expect-
ed to be immature about life-choices,
one would expect more maturity from
the head-honchos of such companies.

Both the last crises saw the print-
ing of new money followed by later
attempts to mop up excess liquidity
through interest rate hikes—indica-
tive of a slowdown. Didn’t they see
this coming? Why on earth were they
poaching each other’s resources at
2X compensation?

Indian IT is facing structural
problems from this short-sighted and
overconfident approach. The irratio-
nal exuberance of the last two years
will take time to iron out of the sys-
tem. Expect more pain before their
feet begin to heal.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer. The
article was originally published by
Financial Express
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BOOK REVIEW

Sahar Mustafah

hen it comes to exploring

the Muslim identity in the

realm of fiction, one is hard-

pressed to find a story that

provides a realistic narra-
tive for the lay Muslim. Whether it’s the
war-waging Jihadi, the pitiful oppressed
victim, or the faith-renouncing liberal,
such orientalist caricatures in literature
perpetuate distasteful stereotypes and
provide little to no characters for average
Muslims to relate to.

In the past few decades, there has
been an influx of literature authored
by Muslim writers, a success cham-
pioned by publishers who strive to
include and amplify Muslim voices in
the name of diversity. Likewise, there
has been a slow but distinct shift in
the Muslim narrative over time. Nov-
els that debunk popular stereotypes
and endeavor to reconcile the Muslim
identity with the twenty-first century
are finally on the rise. Young Adult
Fiction in particular has been instru-
mental in challenging stereotypes and
carving out storylines to empower the
young Muslim reader. Though there is
certainly much to celebrate, there are
still problematic and potentially harm-
ful narratives that impact our impres-
sionable youth. This does not mean
we should restrict creative integrity
and limit showcasing diversity within
the Ummah by any means, rather that
we become more conscious about the
ideas and morals we promote.

Certain publishers are more than
happy to support Muslim writers who
pitch a ‘tolerant’ and ‘liberal’ Islam, as
if Islam is inherently archaic and in
dire need of reformation. The hidden
agendas, covert motives, and sly nar-
ratives further a secular-liberal world-
view and assert that Muslims should
be grateful for any morsel of repre-
sentation they receive in mainstream
media. More specifically, it seems that
when Muslim women are not being
sexualized and fetishized in real life,
we are being sexualized and fetishized
in literature. True freedom apparently
lies in superficiality, that is, in aban-
doning our hijabs, dressing defiantly
and allowing ourselves to be sexual-
ized - enjoying it, even.

A prominent Muslim author has re-
cently written a book starring a young
Muslimah with a passion for break-
dancing. Despite hostility and dis-
crimination from her peers, she pow-
ers through and pursues her dreams.
At first glance, the story sounds em-
powering: who said a hijabi couldn’t
breakdance? The catch, however, is
the swift introduction of the white
boy love interest. Books, movies, and
TV shows thrive off showcasing the
brown-skinned girl (Muslim or oth-
erwise) fulfilling the exotic fantasy of
the white man. There are exceptions to
this rule however.

PLOT

The Beauty of Your Face centers
around the life of protagonist Afaf Rah-
man, a culturally conflicted Palestin-
ian-American Muslim woman. Much
of Afaf’s life is spent in Chicago after
her immigrant parents, Mahmood
and Muntaha, are expelled from their
homeland Palestine and migrate to
the US. Afaf, her older sister Nada, and
younger brother Majeed thus grow up
as first-generation Arab Americans.

Flitting between past and present,
the novel largely details each major
decade of Afaf’s life. The episodic na-
ture of the narrative is such that the
events of her past are peppered by an
alternative perspective. The sporadic

Redeemable Representation
Of The Modern Muslimah

disruptions in the overall narrative
track the actions of a school shooter
who has suddenly infiltrated Nurri-
deen Islamic School for Girls where
Afaf is the principal. The events that
lead up to the convergence of past and
present ultimately render Afaf in an
intense standoff with the shooter as
narratives collide.

THE ARAB-AMERICAN-MUSLIM AXIS

Literature exploring the immigrant/
diaspora identity is nothing new under
the sun. There are plenty of writers
who explore what it means to be the
three-in-one Arab American Muslim.
Unfortunately, it is the Muslim aspect
that is often the first to be sacrificed.
Remarkably, Mustafah carves a nar-
rative that does not center around a
compromised Muslim identity, and in
fact is quite the opposite.

The Beauty of Your Face evidences
just how many interpretations of this
identity there can be, debunking the
orientalist myth that Arabs and Mus-
lims are a monolith. Each character is
unique in his or her attempt to recon-
cile their internal/external conflicting
identities. On one end there lies Nada,
Afaf’s older sister, who wholeheart-
edly embraces American culture and
utterly dissociates from her Arab roots
by running away from home early in
the novel. She expresses her frustra-
tions prior to her escape, exclaiming,
“we're Americans but they don’t want
us to act like it.” Nada is inclined to-
wards fully embracing the one aspect
of her identity she feels will provide
her the freedom she desires. Contrast-
ingly, their mother, Muntaha, harbors
the opposite sentiment. Her intense
disapproval of American culture stems
from it being the land that tore her
family apart and caused her favourite
child to leave her. Muntaha's misery
calls for nothing less than a return to
the homeland. In the end, both culture
and religion play a key role in shaping
Afaf’s adulthood, with the latter taking
precedence.

SCHOOL SHOOTING

The school shooting is an integral
part of the storyline. Although the sto-
ry would have been intriguing enough
based on Afaf’s religious journey alone,
the shooting proves vital in showcas-
ing her development as a protagonist.
It is during her tenth year of teaching
at the Islamic school that the shooting
takes place. These scenes are written
from the first-person perspective of
the shooter, a middle-aged white man.
Mustafah does a great job at provid-
ing a granular account of the motives
behind the attack from his perspec-
tive. The shooter is exposed for what
he truly is: a radicalized, xenophobic,
perverted individual who harbors sick
thoughts, especially towards women.
The juxtaposition of his calm, mun-
dane demeanor on the morning of the
incident and his horrifying, dastardly
actions later on in the day are chill-
ingly relayed.

What's quite interesting about the
school itself is that it was formerly Our
Lady of Peace, a convent. The standoff
between Afaf and the shooter happens
to occur in the confessional, a dwelling
Afaf frequents for prayer. Within this
space, the shooter also reflects on his
own rocky experience with religion.
Interestingly, many parallels can be
drawn between events that shaped
both the protagonist and antagonist’s
lives.

IRRELIGIOUS CHILDHOOD
The Rahman family never cared
for religion, neither Mahmoud nor

‘ ‘ Certain publishers are more than happy
to support Muslim writers who pitch

a ‘tolerant’ and ‘liberal’ Islam, as if Islam
is inherently archaic and in dire need
of reformation. The hidden agendas,
covert motives, and sly narratives further
a secular-liberal worldview and assert
that Muslims should be grateful for any
morsel of representation they receive in
mainstream media

Muntaha expressed an affinity for
faith or spirituality, and as such their
offspring were raised with little to no
knowledge about Islam. Palestinian
culture therefore plays a big role in
cementing the Rahman family’s values
and traditions. The writing incorpo-
rates common Levantine vernacular
(unitalicized, thankfully) in a manner
that flows coherently throughout the
novel. Despite the parents being flu-
ent in Arabic, the children are not, and
thus the crisis of identity is even more
so pronounced. In one scene, Afaf is
mocked by her Arab brethren for her
lack of Arabic competency. Nada’s dis-
appearance plays a major role in ex-
acerbating unstable family dynamics.
Afaf’s irreligiosity is so deep-rooted
that, “she never prayed to God, not
even when her sister disappeared.” Ul-
timately, it is this lack of faith paired
with parental negligence that serves as
the primer of Afaf’s rebellion.

DISCOVERY OF FAITH

The uniqueness of The Beauty of
Your Face lies in is its faithful portrayal
of Islam. Mustafah’s novel digs into
the core of religion, that is, salvation
from worldly misery. A sad reality for
many immigrants is that their journey
for a better life in a foreign land often
results in faith being lost along the
way. Does becoming an immigrant by

necessity confer leeway in blame for
a deficiency of faith? Indeed, no one
expects to one day be so abruptly ex-
pelled from their homeland, and a holy
land at that. As Muntaha criticizes,
“why has the Lord turned away from
the suffering of the Muslimeen? Why
has He forsaken the Palestinians?” A
lackluster understanding of religion,
coupled with the devastation of los-
ing one’s homeland results in a trauma
that seems unsalvageable.

Afaf’s irreligious upbringing causes
her to express an interest in Islam only
after witnessing her father’s discovery
of religion after a fateful accident - “it’s
like he’s stumbled upon a spring of
water and he wants them all to drink
from it.” Her father’s transformation is
exemplary in evidencing how changed
behavior speaks louder than words.
Rectification of his prior behavior is
more inspiring to his daughter than
harsh parenting.

Afaf’s key transitory moment in be-
coming a practicing Muslimah occurs
principally during her visit to the city’s
Islamic Center. It is here that she has
her first taste of spirituality and a de-
sire to be part of something greater -
“[she] feels like a stranger who's finally
come home.” The contrast between
the rejection she faces by her peers at
school and the acceptance she receives
from the wider Muslim community

strengthens her embrace of religion.
The apprehension and edginess she
feels during her visit exemplifies the
feeling universally experienced during
a first experience. It is seldom the glo-
rious, idealistic moment one expects.
It is here that Afaf ends up befriending
Kowkab, the sole hijabi at her school.
Kowkab becomes a significant pres-
ence in Afaf’s life, instrumental in sup-
porting Afaf on her religious journey.
This moment really emphasized the
importance of good company (suhba)
in aiding one’s religious growth and
spiritual development.

ADULTHOOD

As an adult Afaf begins her teach-
ing career at the Islamic School and
at a center for refugees. Her adoption
of the hijab is a notable moment, sig-
nifying just how far she has come. No
longer is she the faithless, confused
teenager with no sense of direction
in life. She is now firm in her beliefs
and wishes to display her faith to the
world. The novel depicts this honor-
ary donning as a celebratory event,
with Afaf surrounded by her friends
congratulating her on this bold move.
Afaf’'s marriage to a non-Palestinian
man also marks a change in her men-
tality and growth as they support each
other as a couple and even go on Hajj
with Afaf’s father. Her mother’s battle
with mental illness, however, takes a
turn for the worse. Though Muntaha is
an incredibly strong figure, the facade
of stability can only be kept up for so
long. As Afaf returns to religion, her
mother returns to Palestine, and her
father returns to God.

CHARACTERS

Oftentimes, secondary and tertiary
characters in stories are overlooked as
their sole purpose is usually to flesh
out the protagonist, rather than being
distinct characters in their own right.
In The Beauty of Your Face, it is these
characters that define the novel along-
side the protagonist. There are several
pivotal moments in the book that pro-
pel each family member into finding
his or her own individual purpose.
The characters in Mustafah’s novel are
three-dimensional, familiar, and per-
sonal:

Afaf - Afaf’s initial demure nature is
emphasized as the sibling living in her
older sister’s shadow, one that is per-
petuated by her disappearance. Afaf
faces much discrimination in school by
both her Arab brethren and her white
peers. The fetishization of brown
women is touched upon in the narra-
tive, its prevalence in Western society
acknowledged and accounted for. The
statement, “they think she’s exotic—
not beautiful” demonstrates the ‘oth-
erness’ that is part and parcel of a non-
white visage. Some storylines tend to
climax here - the innocent brown girl
inadvertently captures the attention of
the white boy who frees her from her
backwards culture. Whilst the story
acknowledges this, the concept im-
minently wanes into irrelevancy. This
is not the instrumental moment that
shapes the rest of Afaf's life.

Muntaha - Of all the characters in
this novel, Afaf’s mother Muntaha is
one of the most fascinating. Afaf’s re-
lationship with her mother is complex.
On the one hand, Afaf adores the doting
mother who endlessly strives to main-
tain the presence of Palestine in their
lives. However, after Nada’s disappear-
ance, her mother becomes a shell of
her former self, so intensely overcome
by grief that she barely acknowledges
her remaining children. Muntaha'’s ev-
ery waking thought is punctuated by a

longing for the homeland, and eventu-
ally her wish is fulfilled. Though Nada’s
disappearance is indeed the root of her
misery, it is not the only thing that de-
teriorates her sanity. Mahmood was no
ideal husband, and her declining men-
tal state can attest to that.

Mahmood - Afaf’s father is the key
player in the turning point of the plot.
It is through his own discovery of Is-
lam after a terrible accident that his
daughter Afaf herself submits. The
rekindling of the father-daughter re-
lationship does not happen overnight,
rather Afaf’s observation of her fa-
ther’s changed behavior inspires her to
abandon her rebellion. Grief-stricken
Muntaha, however, is skeptical of her
husband and daughter’s newfound
faith. She criticizes her husband’s sud-
den zeal for a religion he never former-
ly cared for: “So you've found religion?
After all these years you think God will
ever forgive you? I certainly will not.”
Likewise, there seems to be a sense of
betrayal in her daughter following her
husband’s footsteps and joining him in
his reclamation of faith. An avid oud
player, Mahmood’s comfort is found in
playing the traditional Arabic instru-
ment, a hobby that was halted after his
accident. The melody of the oud suf-
fuses an appreciation for Palestinian
culture throughout the novel.

Nada - Nada’s absence for the ma-
jority of the book does not render her a
forgotten presence. The gap she leaves
in the collective life of the family is one
that is unable to be reconciled. Instead
of drawing the family closer together,
it drives a rift between them, hitting
Muntaha the hardest. It is often the
most favorite child that ends up re-
belling the hardest, the constant suf-
focating attention having the opposite
desired effect. Afaf idolized her sister,
describing her as ‘bold and fearless.’
Nada’s return towards the end of the
novel was heartwarming and emotion-
al and provided closure to her family.

Majeed - A typical younger brother,
Majeed experiences the same upbring-
ing as Afaf. Where Afaf and her father
are one, Majeed and his mother are
one. Majeed’s affinity to his mother is
birthed from his perception of Mah-
mood as a negligent father and careless
husband. Thus, the skepticism Muntaha
harbors regarding Mahmood’s discov-
ery of faith are reflected in Majeed,
who eventually resents his father and
spends his adolescence living out in
university far from family politics.

CONCLUSION

The novel ultimately drives home
the importance of family ties and the
impact a holistic understanding of Is-
lam can have on the traditional fam-
ily structure. Up until this book, I had
little faith in literature doing justice to
Muslim women. It is not often that one
finds a narrative so personal and relat-
able. Afaf’s spiritually devoid upbring-
ing, teenage rebellion, family trauma,
and most importantly her rocky jour-
ney to Islam are experiences many
diaspora Muslims can identify with.
The exploration of her renewed faith
in light of her traumatic childhood and
life struggles are inspiring to the Mus-
lim and non-Muslim reader alike.

The Beauty of Your Face succeeds
at providing a narrative that does not
only forgo falling into clichés, but
demonstrates the beauty of Islam as
a means of redemption in an increas-
ingly irreligious, immoral and shame-
less world.

The article was originally published by
Traversing Tradition

7 Books Every Child Must Read

Sanjana S Megalamane

It is safe to say that a good and
a relatable book will not only help
your child get through their every
awkward, unexplored and unfore-
seen phase in life with ease but also
fill their preteen years with hope
and perseverance. Metrolife brings
you seven such books.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Author: Eric Carle

Published in 1969, thisis a picture
book designed, written and illus-
trated by Eric Carle and has bagged
multiple children’s literature award
and a graphic design award. The
book records a journey of a cater-
pillar who eats different varieties
of food in order to grow and evolve
into a butterfly. At every different
stage a child opens this book, he
will learn new things as it contains
different colours, days of the week,
numbers and most importantly, the

life-cycle of a butterfly.

A Really Short History of Nearly Ev-
erything
Author: Bill Bryson

Travel to space and back with this
fascinating book where you can
learn about the sun, life on earth,
ice ages, dinosaurs and more.

This book is tailor-made for sci-
ence enthusiasts who are keen on
exploring more about the compre-
hensive side of geology, particle
physics and chemistry and to top
it all off you can also learn more
about the scientists who have un-
covered bizarre and brilliant things.

The Tyrant’s Tomb (The Trials of
Apollo Book 4)
Author: Rick Riordan

The book circles around a Greek
god who is living as a teenage boy
named Lester. Even as a young boy,
he is still constantly battling mon-
sters, decoding prophecies, rescu-

ing oracles and doing everything he
did as a former God Apollo. This in-
teresting read will keep you on the
edge with all the adventures the
little boy has to offer.

Caddie Woodlawn
Author: Carol Ryrie Brink

Caroline Augusta Woodlawn,
nicknamed ‘Caddie’ is all about
being free-spirited and being her-
self which is not very lady-like.
This eleven-year-old lively tomboy
spends most of her time explor-
ing the woods where she befriends
an Indian tribe with who she runs
wild, causes trouble and experi-
ences life in general. This adventur-
ous book is for all the enthusiastic
young individuals who are always
up and ready to face the world for
asitis.

Little Women
Author: Louisa May Alcott
Three sisters with three distinct

characters represent any girl of
any generation. Meg (16), Jo (15)
and Amy (12) spend their day
doing creative and fun activities
while falling in love with the same
boy charm next door in three dif-
ferent ways.

With illustration throughout the
book, Little women is a classic girl
book that is dedicated to all our
woman-to-be young readers who
aspire to have a strong and striking
impact on anyone they meet.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Author: Mark Twain

Our mischievous boy Tom is
one of the famous character in lit-
erature known for his mishaps and
funny adventures. From witnessing
a murder to running away to be a
pirate to attending his own funeral,
Tom is always doing what he is not
supposed to do.

Just like any other boys, Tom,
in his adolescent age, wants to do

something out of the box so he goes
on an escapade looking for a trea-
sure hunt while he escape his nem-
esis, the villainous Injun Joe.

The Jungle Book
Author: Rudyard Kipling

It is no secret that ‘The Jungle
Book’ has captivated both young
and old readers since the time it
came into existence. Raised by a
pack of wolves, Mowgli has lived the
luxury life of the jungle ever since
he was rescued from the clutches of
the evil tiger ‘Shere Khan'. Although
he is put through a lot of hurdles
everyday, his best friend Baloo the
bear and Bagheera the panther
helps him get through all the dan-
gers by sticking by his side no mat-
ter what. All in all, the book records
the fun experience of the ‘man-cub’
and depicts the classic relationship
between man and beast.

~ Deccan Herald
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Indian Railways Taking Big Stride
On e-Auctions Of Commercial Assets

Observer News Service

New Delhi: Indian Railways
has taken steps to bring
Commercial Earning and Non-
Fare Revenue contracts under
the ambit of electronic auction
through Indian Railway e-Pro-
curement System (IREPS).

Ashwini  Vaishnaw  had
launched e-auction for com-
mercial earning in June 2022.
This e-auction portal has in-
creased Railways earning and
helped in realization of true
value of the assets.

Since the launch of e-auction
portal for commercial assets,
auctions have been conducted
1,200 contracts have been
awarded covering 8,500 assets.
Total value of contracts award-
ed: Rs 844 Crore. 68 Divisions
have conducted e-Auctions.

Earning  Assets:  Parcel
Van, Pay & Use Toilets,
Advertisement rights on sta-
tion circulating area and
coaches, AC waiting rooms,
Cloak rooms, Parking lots,
Plastic Bottle crushers, ATMs,
Station co-branding, Video
screens for content on de-
mand etc. These assets will be
mapped location-wise in the
portal once, and the system
will remember forever if it is
covered for earning or not. This
will improve monitoring of as-
sets on real time basis and will
minimize asset-idling.

Success Stories:

1)  In Khurda Road divi-
sion over East Coast Railway,
the FSLR Comptt. of Train No.
15643 (PURI-KYQ Exp.) put on
for e-Auction on 03.09.2022,
and was awarded at 80% more
than the last accepted rates. It
is pertinent to mention that
the normal tariff rate is much

less than the LAR.

2) Ahmedabad Division
had conducted e-Auction for
2 lots Gandhidham Junction &
Himmatnagar (GIMB and HMT)
of Parking on 04th June 2022.
For Gandhidham Junction
(GIMB) 24 bids were received
with the highest one being
12,60,000 (Per Annum) which
is 38% above Conventional
Bidding Price. For HMT 26 Bids
were received with the high-
est one being 62,500 (Per
Annum) which is 72% above
price of conventional bidding.

3) On 06.06.22, e-auction
was conducted for Mixed
Parking near  Gorakhpur
Airport, in which highest bid
of Rs. 8,47,458 was received
against estimate of Rs. 5,31,000
which is 59.60% higher than the
price of conventional bidding.

4)  Parking site - Anand
Vihar  Terminal,  Contract
Period - 3 year, Total Bids
Received - 74,0ffer Price per
annum- 75 lakh. Total earning
- Total 2.25 Cr. Offer received
was 127.33% higher than the
conventional bidding price.

Salient Features of e-Auc-
tion System:

The Auction will be conduct-
ed online through ‘E-Auction
Leasing’ module of IREPS:
www.ireps.gov.in

Policy for e-Auction and
Standard Conditions of Auction
issued by Railway Board:

Earlier system of physi-
cal registration of contractors
Division-wise has been done
away with,

Only financial criteria -
based on self-declaration of
past turnovers by contractors

Financial turnover criteria
rationalized and standardized
- No turnover requirement

upto Rs. 40 lacs annual con-
tract estimates

One time online self-regis-
tration of contractors

No geographical restrictions
for participation in any auction
of any Division

All assets will be fed in the
system for better monitoring
and ensuring issuing contracts
in advance - reduce asset
idling

Auction catalogues with
all details of the assets will
be published online on IREPS
portal, minimum 15 days in
advance

Auctions will be conducted
online- bidders will be able to
participate from anywhere in
India

Minimum 30 minutes will
be given for auction so that all
interested contractors can sub-
mit their bids.

Auction of consecutive Lots
in any catalogue will be closed
after gap of 10 minutes

In case any bid is received
within last 2 minutes of auc-
tion closing time, then the
closing time for the lot will be
extended automatically for 2
minutes. 10 such auto exten-
sions will be permitted to en-
sure adequate time for all bid-
ders to submit their bids.

Reserve Price of the lots will
not be disclosed and the bid-
ders will be free to offer any
bid according to true commer-
cial potential of the assets as
per their assessment.

Bids will be auto decided.

If Highest bid (H1) is equal
or above the Reserve Price then
the contract will be finalized
on the same day after auction
closing.

Bid sheet and contract agree-
ment will be signed digitally.

Payment schedule for the
contract will be generated

immediately.

All payments by the contrac-
tor will be made online

Entire process will be online
& paperless

Benefits:

1) Online mode makes
potential bidders from distant
location across country to par-
ticipate in the bidding process.

2) Online payment to
Railways post award of con-
tract. Till now provision of dai-
ly manual payment in parcel
leasing contract is there, which
is a tedious process. Now it is
made online.

3) Better Monitoring: After
mapping, portal prompts when
an earning contract of a par-
ticular asset is nearing comple-
tion and compels to start fresh
auction, thus making idle time
of the asset minimal.

4) Standardization of eligi-
bility conditions pan-India.

5) Simplification of
processes.

a Drastically reduces the
time taken in finalization of
Tenders and will prevent rev-
enue loss on this account.

6)  Quick re-award of con-
tract in case of failure of any
contractor

7) Breaks the cartel among
bidders. Bidders’ identity will
be masked from each other
and from IR.

8)  Will increase revenue
earning by fetching true com-
mercial potential of assets due
to higher competition amongst
bidders.

9) Will minimize assets’
idling, resulting in maximi-
zation of potentials from the
assets.

10)  No eligibility criteria
upto 40 lacs will help in pro-
moting start-ups.

CS Chairs 5th Governing Council
Meeting Of Ayushman Bharat

Observer News Service

Jammu: Chief Secretary, Dr Arun
Kumar Mehta Friday chaired the
5th Governing Council Meeting
of State Health Agency (SHA) and
also reviewed its performance
regarding the implementation of
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Aarogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)/
AB-PMJAY Sehat here in the UT.

The meeting was attended
by Additional Chief Secretary,
Finance; Commissioner Secretary,
Labour and  Employment;
Secretary, Health; Secretary, IT;
Principals of Medical Colleges,
Srinagar/Jammu; Directors of
Health Kashmir/Jammu, Nodal
Officer, SHA; SGNO, SHA; and
other officers of the concerned
Departments.

Jammu based officers par-
ticipated in the meeting through
video conferencing.

Dr Mehta impressed upon
the officers to ensure that each
person is facilitated to obtain
the available benefits. He asked
them to work for registering
each person under the scheme
so that the end person receives
free medical care as envisaged
under the scheme.

The Chief Secretary also em-
phasized upon the health au-
thorities to work towards creat-
ing health history of the patients
starting from those of students
in our schools. He urged them to
make it convenient for every per-
son to register for the scheme at
his doorsteps. He maintained that
the scheme should be saturated
fully in both urban and rural areas.

He exhorted upon them to
conduct the Governing body
meetings quarterly for timely
confirmation of intervening de-
cisions taken during this period.
He made out that both audit and
accounting of the scheme should
be strengthened at every level
for maintaining transparency in

the effective implementation of
this welfare scheme.

Dr Mehta advised the health
agency to study the claims of
other state to make the scheme
more sustainable and promising
for the beneficiaries. He asked
them to work out the best sus-
tainable model in consultation
with different stakeholders for
extending maximum benefit to
the needy patients of the UT.

The ACS, Finance made out that
the administration did best to ex-
tend the health benefits uninter-
ruptedly to the people. He reiter-
ated that it is the endeavour of the
administration to devise policy that
is in the best interest of people.

In this meeting the Council gave
approval to SHA for introducing
‘e-RUPI Concept’as a pilot project
in selected Tertiary Care hospitals
in the UT. It was given out that the
primary objective of using e-RUPI
is reducing out-of-pocket expen-
ditures (OOPE) borne by the ben-
eficiaries on diagnostic tests not
performed in these government
run health facilities.

The meeting was informed that
among the 196149 received claims
amounting to Rs 353.74 crores,
147180 claims amounting to Rs
236.84 crores had already been
disbursed with 35536 claims un-
der the process at various EHCPs.

It was further revealed that
25.74 lakh eligible beneficiary
families has been insured for the
current policy period. It was giv-
en out that apremium amount of
Rs 1840 per family is paid by gov-
ernment to provide free health
care in 209 local hospitals (118
public+91 private) to our popu-
lation across the 20 districts of
J&K. Highest average claim size
of Rs 18004 has been registered
in this policy period from 15th of
March to 31st August this year,
as was informed in the meeting.

Earlier in the 4th Governing
Council meeting of State Health

Agency, J&K held on 08.11.2021
it was decided that State Health
Agency, J&K will go ahead with the
fresh tendering process by using
Model tender document issued by
National Health Authority.

A tender document for selection
of Insurance Company for imple-
mentation of AB PM-JAY/AB PM-
JAY SEHAT was floated. Pre- Bid
meeting was held on 23-11-2021 at
NHM Office Old Secretariat Srinagar,
in which following five insurance
companies participated including
IFFCO TOKIO General Insurance
Co. Ltd, Reliance General Insurance
Company Ltd, Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance Company Pvt. Ltd, United
India Insurance Company and
National Insurance Company.

It was found that four Insurance
Companies have submitted their
bids including Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance Company Pvt. Ltd,
National Insurance Company, IFFCO
Tokio General Insurance Company,
Oriental Insurance Company, the
meeting was apprised.

The committee had delibera-
tion as per GFR 2017. The pro-
curement process for selection
of an insurance service provider
for implementation of ABPMJAY/
ABPMJAY SEHAT has followed the
“transparency, competition, fair-
ness and illumination of arbitrari-
ness in the procurement process/
NIT has been advertised widely.
Further it was ensured that the
qualification criteria indicated
is very minimum and used the
same qualification criteria noti-
fied by National Health Authority.

The text of the bidding docu-
ment wasself-containing and
comprehensive without any am-
biguities besides all the clarifica-
tions, modifications have been
notified to the bidders and also
placed on the www.jktenders.
gov.in. The bidders are provided
sufficient time to prepare and
submit their bids, in this case, 22
days of time has been provided.
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Rs 37.15 Cr
Provided

have been linked with this program
and Rs 150 crore has been transferred
directly into their bank accounts,” he
added.

Earlier, the LG, according to the
spokesperson appreciated Chudamani
Sanskrit  Sansthan, Basohli, Shri
Kailakh Jyotish avim Vedic Sansthan
Trust, Mahavir Seva Sadan and Abha
Bagrodia Charitable Trust, Kolkata;
SKUAST-Jammu and Central Sanskrit
University, Ranbir Campus, Jammu
for the remarkable, self-less and noble
initiative.

“Aids and assistive devices for em-
powerment of Divyangjan and bring-
ing them in the mainstream of society
have always been one of the topmost
priorities of the Government. Such ini-
tiatives are fitting tribute to the ideals
and values that our society stands for,”
Sinha said.

“Selfless efforts to help others in need
are the true service of mankind. It is
our primary responsibility to mobilize
resources for the Divyangjan, create in-
frastructure and facilities to make them
equal partners in the nation’s develop-
ment journey,” he added.

The spokesperson also quoted LG as
saying that enlightened citizens of the
society and voluntary organizations
must come forward and complement
the government’s efforts to provide
succour to the sufferings of the peo-
ple and contribute to accessible India
campaign.

“Last year, we decided to distribute
a total of 4000 motorized tricycles to
provide universal access, accessibility
and a dignified life to the specially-
abled across the UT. 1000 motorized
tricycles were distributed in the first
phase in the month of July this year
and this has brought a paradigm shift
in the lives of those 1000 beneficiaries.
The government is committed to reach
out to all those seeking assistance,”
the LG said.

“Our ancient texts are a beacon
of light for humanity. The source of
our prosperous present and future is
deeply rooted in Sanskrit scriptures. I
convey my best wishes to Chudamani
Sanskrit Sansthan for social service
and promotion of Sanskrit,” he added.

According to the spokesperson,
Jagadguru Shankaracharya Swami
Adhokshajanad Dev Tirtji Maharaj,
while speaking on the occasion, ap-
preciated the development works
carried out by UT Administration, es-
pecially for the promotion of Sanskrit.

‘Decision Of

officials on Thursday. Maharaja Hari
Singh was born on September 23,
1895.

The announcement was made by
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha
following his meeting with a delega-
tion comprising prominent political
leaders, members of the Yuva Rajput

Sabha, and civil society members, in-
cluding the head of the Jammu and
Kashmir transport union, at the Raj
Bhavan today.

“The government has taken a deci-
sion to declare Maharaja Hari Singh Ji's
birthday as a public holiday. Maharaja
Hari Singh was a great educationist,
progressive thinker, social reformer
and a towering man of ideas and ide-
als. The public holiday will be a fit-
ting tribute to Maharaja Hari Singh Ji’s
rich legacy,” the Lieutenant Governor
observed.

Pertinently, on the directions of Lt
Governor, a four-member committee
was constituted by the UT administra-
tion earlier this year to examine the
public demand regarding the holiday
on the birth anniversary of Maharaja
Hari Singh.

Maharaja Hari Singh was the last
ruling Maharaja of the princely state
of Jammu and Kashmir. (Agencies)

Highway Horror:

surrounded by deep gorges and riv-
er bodies as a result of which chances
of survival in accidents are very less.

“In most of the accidents, the ve-
hicles fell in the rivers and it is difficult
to locate the dead bodies even,” Taki
said.

Mohan Lal Kaith, Senior
Superintendent of Police, Traffic Rural
Jammu, told Kashmir Observer that
the frequent accidents are a challenge
for them and there are several factors
that need to be looked-up.

In the Poonch accident, he said, the
driver couldn’t control the vehicle be-
cause of the brake failure as a result
the mini-bus which was overcrowded
plunged into a deep gorge.

“The driver was also in our bad
books as we had challaned him on at
least six occasions,” Kaith said.

He further said the min-bus has the
seating capacity of over 29 people but
the driver had carried over 38 people.

“You need to understand that in re-
mote areas the buses are usually over-
loaded due to less public transport,”
Kaith added.

In Rajouri accident, he said, there
was no overcrowding but the driver
also lost the control over his new ve-
hicle apparently due to “human error”

“It will get clear once the mechani-
cal report comes” he added.

In the backdrop of two back to back
deadly accidents leading to public out-
cry, traffic police have tightened the
noose against violators and are likely
to intensify the road safety measures.

“We have directed all the SHO’s to
go for FIR’s against the drivers who
resort to overloading of passengers,”
Kaith added.

While rejecting the allegation, Javid
Naik, who operates a tour and travel
company from Doda region, said they
don't resort to overloading and drive
very sensibly.

“If the passenger vehicles are over-
loaded, what about the private ve-
hicles that become the cause of ac-
cidents,” Naik said, adding “These are
mere allegations. The truth is that the
government is not serious about the
maintenance of roads and other infra-
structure in the region”

Sources said that the traffic depart-
ment lacks manpower and faces a staff
crunch.

“We don’t have staff to deploy at
vulnerable stretches, and to check the
overloading of passengers at most of
the places,” said an SSP rank officer,
who wished not to be named.

He further added that the depart-
ment is not in a position to deploy
traffic personnel on every route of the
region.

However, Shabir Ahmad Malik
Superintendent of police (SSP) Traffic,
NHW, Ramban argued that in 80 per-
cent of the accident cases, the drivers
are responsible.

“First they overload the vehicle,
then they either use mobile or do rash
driving despite knowing well that the
terrain is hilly,” said Malik, who is
overseeing the treacherous stretch of
Srinagar-Jammu national highway.

He, however, said that “engineering
fault” is also one of the factors that the
government needs to look into.

“The hilly roads need to be guarded
with crash barriers. The super eleva-
tion of the roads is to reduce the ten-
dency of vehicles to overturn in trans-
verse slopes,” Malik added.

Malik further noted that the reason
Chenab and Pir Panjal witnessed mas-
sive traffic causalities is that the vehi-
cle falls in a deep gorge and ultimately
goes into China River.

“The number of the casualties are
high because it's very difficult and
time consuming to rescue the in-
jured,” he added.

However the locals said the lack of
infrastructure and less transport in the
region is one of the main reasons for
the spike in accidents.

“The government has never focused
on Chenab and Pir Panchal. Their en-
tire focus was always on Kashmir and
Jammu city,” Zubair Ahmad Khan, a
resident of Kishtwar alleged.

Khan said the people have no other
option but to choose the overloaded
bus because there is very less public
transport in the district.

However, be it faulty road engineer-
ing and pathetic condition of roads the
people of the region continuously be-
come the victims of road rage.

Ex-Governor Malik

Jaitley about the situation and
sought directions from the Centre. He
said he had told Jaitley that if he got
a letter from Mehbooba Mulfti staking
claim to form the Government, “I am
bound to call her for oath”.

The Centre had not given him any
advice and told him to do what he
thought was appropriate. He had then

dissolved the Assembly in November
2018, Malik said.

Mehbooba Mufti wanted to reach
the Governor’s house with the sup-
port of 56 MLAs which included the
Congress and the NC, but the letter
could not be delivered as the fax ma-
chine of the Raj Bhavan in Jammu was
out of order.

‘Today’s Era

the two leaders after the Ukraine
conflict began in February.

“I know today’s era is not of war.
We discussed this issue with you on
phone several times, that democracy,
diplomacy and dialogue touch the en-
tire world. We will have the opportu-
nity to talk today about how we can
move forward on the road of peace in
the coming days,” Modi said.

In a statement, the Ministry of External
Affairs said the prime minister reiterated
his call for an early cessation of hostilities
and the need for dialogue and diplomacy
in the context of the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine.

On his part, Putin told Modi that he
was aware of India’s concerns over the
Ukraine conflict and that Russia will
do everything possible to end it as
soon as possible.

“I know about your position on the
conflict in Ukraine. I know about your
concerns. I know that you share these
concerns and we all want an end to
all of these as soon as possible,” Putin
said in his televised opening remarks
at the meeting.

The Russian President said Ukraine
has refused to engage in the negotia-
tion process and it wants to achieve
its “objectives on the battlefield
militarily.”

“We will keep you abreast of every-
thing that is happening over there,”
Putin conveyed to Modi.

Following the meeting, Modi de-
scribed the talks as “wonderful”.

“Had a wonderful meeting with
President Putin. We got the opportu-
nity to discuss furthering India-Russia
cooperation in sectors such as trade,
energy, defence and more. We also
discussed other bilateral and global is-
sues,” he tweeted.

The MEA said the two leaders ap-
preciated the sustained momentum
in bilateral ties, including contacts at
various levels, adding they discussed
important issues of bilateral coopera-
tion as well as regional and global is-
sues of interest.

“The discussions also pertained to
global food security, energy security
and availability of fertilisers in the
context of the challenges emanating
from the current geo-political situa-
tion,” it said.

In his opening remarks, President
Putin said the ties between India and
Russia continued to develop ‘“very
rapidly” and both sides are actively
engaged at international platforms on
key issues.

“It is important that we constantly

coordinate our positions,” he said.

Putin also referred to increase in bi-
lateral trade turnover.

“The trade turnover is growing, in
particular due to the supplies, as you
asked to do, of additional deliveries of
Russian fertilizers to the Indian mar-
ket,” Putin said.

“Deliveries of fertilizers from Russia
to India have increased by more than
eight times,” he added.

The prime minister said he is thank-
ful to Russia and Ukraine for facilitat-
ing rescue of Indian students from
various areas of Ukraine in the initial
phase of the conflict.

“I would like to thank Ukraine and
you because in the initial days of this
crisis, thousands of our students were
stuck in Ukraine. We managed to get
our students safely out of Ukraine
with help from you and Ukraine. I am
thankful to both the countries,” he
said.

The prime minister said ties be-
tween India and Russia have strength-
ened manifold and New Delhi values
its relationship with Moscow.

“Ties between India and Russia have
grown manifold. We give importance
to the relationship as we have been
friends who have stayed together for
many decades and the world knows
what Russia’s relations with India
have been and what India’s relation-
ship with Russia have been. The world
knows that this is an unbreakable
friendship,” Modi said.

In his remarks, Putin also talked
about his “warm memories” of visit-
ing India in December last year and
invited Modi to visit Russia.

Putin also greeted Modi on his
birthday on Saturday.

“l also know that tomorrow, my
dear friend, you are about to celebrate
your birthday. As part of Russian tra-
dition we never offer congratulations
in advance. So I cannot do that right
now...we wish all the very best to the
friendly Indian nation and we wish
prosperity to India under your leader-
ship,” he said.

In a tweet, the prime minister’s of-
fice described the talks as “productive”.

“The two leaders had produc-
tive discussions on a wide range of
subjects aimed at further strength-
ening India-Russia ties,” it said on
Twitter.

In the last few months, India has
increased the import of discounted
crude oil from Russia notwithstanding
increasing disquiet over it by several
Western powers.

India’s crude oil imports from
Russia have jumped over 50 times
since April and now it makes up for
10 per cent of all crude bought from
overseas.

Last month, Russian Ambassador
Denis Alipov said Russia appreciates
India for not supporting attempts to
isolate it in multilateral forums and
that bilateral trade between the two
countries is on an upswing.

India has not yet condemned the
Russian invasion of Ukraine and it has
been maintaining that the crisis must
be resolved through diplomacy and
dialogue.

Blast Outside

which was parked on the road, was
damaged in the blast, the officials said.

Police and Army personnel rushed
to the spot soon after the blast and an
investigation into the incident is un-
derway, they said.

4.8 Magnitude

Earlier last week, an earthquake of
magnitude 3.5 on the Richter scale
occurred 62 km East-North-East of
Katra in Jammu and Kashmir National
Center for Seismology (NCS) is the
nodal agency of the Government of
India for monitoring earthquake activ-
ity in the country.

23 New Covid

the highest six new cases of vi-
rus, Srinagar 5, Baramulla 2 and one
each in Kupwara , Anantnag and
Kulgam. No new cases were detect-
ed in the remaining four districts of
Pulwama, Bandipora, Ganderbal and
Shopian.

In the winter capital, officials said,
six new cases of Covid-19 were detect-
ed in Jammu and one in Doda. The re-
maining eight districts of Udhampur,
Rajouri, Kathua, Samba, Kishtwar,
Poonch, Ramban and Reasi registered
no new cases of Coronavirus.

Also, the officials said that the
death toll in the pandemic remained
unchanged at 4784 in J&K—2351 in
Jammu and 2433 in the Valley, as no
fresh fatality was reported during the
last 24 hours.

“Moreover, 43 more COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 09 from Jammu division and 34
from Kashmir division,” they added.

Minor Taken

save the minor girl but the beast dis-
appeared in the dark.

Following an alarm by the family,
the villagers launched a search op-
eration to trace the minor girl. Police
also reached the village and started
searches.

The searches for the girl were going
on when the last reports came in.

LG To Unveil

the project, had started construc-
tion work on the multiplex at Shivpora
near Badami Bagh Cantonment,
around two years ago.

Dhar also runs Delhi Public School
(DPS) Srinagar, a prominent school
in the city. His sons Vikas and Vishal
worked keenly at the project, first of
its kind in the Valley.

Dhars have also organised a special
screening of Amir Khan starrer Laal
Singh Chaddha on the inauguration of
the multiplex.
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Omar Responds To Twitter
Video Featuring J&K BJP Chief

‘Political Opponents Aren't Enemies’

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Political opponents
are not enemies and politics is
not about division and hatred, Na-
tional Conference vice president
Omar Abdullah said on Friday.

His remarks were in response
to a video posted on Twitter
wherein a netizen hinted at
some backdoor understanding
between the National Confer-
ence (NC) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

In the video, Jammu and Kash-
mir BJP chief Ravinder Raina
describe Abdullah as a "gem"
among top political leaders in
the Union territory. "As I be-
came a member of the assembly
when Omar was also there, we
saw that as an individual, as a

person, Omar Abdullah is a gem
among the top political leaders
in Jammu and Kashmir... so we
are friends as well," Raina said.

He added that Abdullah was
also the first person to call him
when he was suffering from
coronavirus. Responding to the
tweet, the NC leader said politi-
cians do not have to hate each
other personally while disagree-
ing politically.

"Why is politics all about divi-
sion & hatred? Where does it say
that to disagree politically we also
have to hate each other person-
ally? I have political opponents, |
don't have enemies,” he said in a
series of tweets. "I'm grateful for
Ravinder's kind words & I'm glad
they won't stop us opposing each
other," he added.

ECI Releases BLO e-Patrika
To Establish Direct
Communication With BLOs

Observer News Service

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India Friday released
a new digital publication ‘BLO e-
Patrika’ at an interactive session
held with BLOs spread across
the States in India.

Over 350 BLOs joined via vid-
eo-conferencing from the office
of Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs)
in States/UTs and 50 BLOs from
the nearby states of Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi joined
the launch event physically at In-
dia Habitat Centre, New Delhi.

The BLOs participated enthu-
siastically during the interaction
with the Commission sharing
their experiences, challenges they
come across while performing
their duties and success stories.

Today's event was a first-of-
its-kind direct interaction by the
Commission with the BLOs across
the country. Senior officials from
the Election Commission and
CEOs of all States (via video con-
ferencing) were present during
the event.

Addressing the gathering, CEC
Rajiv Kumar acknowledged that
BLOs perform a monumental role

as fundamental blocks of the ECI
system being the most effective
field level institution, the direct
link of the Commission with the
people and facilitating their par-
ticipation in strengthening de-
mocracy.

Kumar assured the BLOs that
the Commission recognises the
strengths of BLO institution
which with its multifaceted pres-
ence ensures door step delivery
of services to voters. BLOs are the
primary source of information for
every voter across the length and
breadth of the country.

CEC added that the intent be-
hind introducing BLO E-Patrika is
to ensure a cascading information
model for a better informed and
motivated Booth Level Officer.

EC Anup Chandra Pandey dur-
ing the launch event said that
the idea behind introducing this
bi-monthly e-magazine is a novel
initiative of the Commission.

Pandey said the Patrika in fact
provides a platform for three way
communication - A platform for
ECI to share instructions till ground
level, for sharing feedback and suc-
cess stories and facilitating learning
of interstate best practices.

KO IMPACT: Authorities Wake Up
to Stinky State At Srinagar Airport

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: A day after Kash-
mir Observer carried a story
on how the unhealthy state of
washrooms inside the Srinagar
International Airport (SXR) was
hampering smooth travel, au-
thorities have swung into action
and begun to clean the wash-
rooms inside the terminal.

Sources revealed that authori-
ties have taken note of the “un-
hygienic washrooms” and be-
gun cleaning them.

Passengers had long com-
plained of unclean washrooms
inside the airport terminal.

Earlier, a passenger speaking
on anonymity had told Kashmir
Observer that Lavatories are un-
clean with dysfunctional flush
systems and no toilet papers.

“The stink coming out from
washrooms is strong that it even
can be felt in the seating areas”

Another issue which passen-
gers had long complained about
was the inadequate seating at
the airport.

Much to the respite of pas-
sengers, Officials of the Srinagar
International Airport (SXR) say
the issues of unclean wash-
rooms and inadequate seating is
being looked into.

Speaking to Kashmir Observer,
Director Srinagar International
Airport, Kuldeep Singh said that
authorities have taken notice of
the issues brought forth by the
passengers.

“Washrooms at the airport are
being cleaned and unused bot-
tles left in washroom premises
are also being removed” he said.

On the issue of inadequate
seating for passengers, he said
“adequate seating is also being
increased to the adequate num-
ber so that passengers face no
problems.

Govt Orders Smooth
Movement Of Fruit, Vegetable

TrucksIn Kashmir

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir government on Friday
directed the concerned officials
of the Union Territory to ensure
smooth movement of trucks
carrying fruit and vegetable to
various markets.

The directions were issued
by Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS), Agriculture Production
Department (APD), Atal Dulloo
who chaired a meeting at civil
secretariat here to discuss the
issues pertaining to the move-
ment of trucks carrying fruits
and vegetables through the Na-
tional Highway and other roads
in the valley.

"Dulloo directed the con-
cerned authorities to take
immediate measures so that
fruit-laden trucks are provided
a smooth passage,” an official
spokesman said.

He said the ACS directed po-
lice and traffic authorities to
provide round-the-clock and
hassle-free passage to the fruit-
laden trucks on the interior
roads and highways on priority
basis and avoid their unwar-

ranted stoppages.

He also directed them to
monitor the fruit transportation
on a daily basis, besides hold-
ing review meetings with fruit
growers and concerned officers.

Dullo said that fruits and veg-
etables, being perishable com-
modities, need hassle-free pas-
sage and all measures should be
taken to ensure prompt and re-
munerative marketing of such
products.

Earlier, PDP president Meh-
booba Mufti had appealed Lieu-

tenant Governor Manoj Sinha
to look into the complaints of
transporters with respect to
movement of fruit and vegeta-
ble trucks.

"Unfortunate that apple
laden trucks are stuck on NH
for days altogether. The apple
business - a mainstay of our
local economy already faces a
major crisis. Now, hindrances in
transportation & low rates are
causing huge losses. Request @
manojsinha_ to intervene,” Me-
hbooba tweeted.

Govt Approves Shifting Of Paediatric Services
Of GB Pant To Children's Hospital Bemina

'Principal GMC to share detailed action plan for shifting of CD hospital to GB Pant'

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Government on Fri-
day formally approved shifting
of paediatric services of GB Pant
hospital to 500 bedded chil-
dren’s hospital Bemina.

According to the order, The
Medicine, Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology and Surgical services will
continue to function at GB Pant
hospital.

In order to shift CD hospital Sri-
nagar to GB Pant hospital Princi-
pal GMC Srinagar has been asked
to share a detailed proposal delin-
eating holistic action plan.

"In the interest of seamless

patient care, sanction is hereby
accorded to shifting of entire pe-
diatric services of GB Pant Hospi-
tal Srinagar to newly constructed
500 Bedded Children Hospital Be-
mina Srinagar, by Principal, GMC
Srinagar after assessing the prop-
er functionality of all vital aspects
and continuation of Medicine,
Obstetrics and Gynecology and
Surgical Services along with dis-
pensaries and commercial servic-
es at GB Pant Hospital Srinagar as
per the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU),” reads the order.

The order also reads that for
shifting of Chest Diseases Hos-
pital Srinagar to the GB Pant by

Principal GMC Srinagar, a detailed
proposal delineating holistic ac-
tion plan shall be shared with the
Department for Procurement of
Machinery and Equipment such
as MR, Other Paediatric Equip-
ment etc, originally approved
for GB Pant Hospital and its in-
stallation at newly constructed
500 Bedded Children Hospital
Bemina by Managing Director,
J&K Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion Limited and utilization of CT
Scan machine available at make-
shift DRDO, hospital Srinagar for
paediatric services at 500 Bedded
Children Hospital Bemina Sri-
nagar, by Principal GMC Srinagar.

Mehbooba Condemns
PSA On Clerics

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti on
Friday condemned the
booking of clerics under
the Public Safety Act by
the Jammu and Kashmir
administration.

"If  normalcy as
claimed by GOI has indeed re-
turned to J&K with zero inci-
dents of stone pelting & other
activities considered anti-na-

tional, why are they booking
religious scholars under draco-
nian laws like PSA?" Me-
hbooba said in a tweet.

"Outrightly condemn
such actions that reflect
BJPs communal mind-
set."

The Peoples Demo-
cratic Party president
was reacting to government's
move to book five people, in-
cluding three clerics, under the
stringent Public Safety Act.

DIC Shopian Conducts Media
Tour To Zampathri, Keller

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: To highlight and pro-
mote the virgin tourist destina-
tions being developed by District
Administration Shopian under
the aegis of J&K UT Government,
the District Information Centre
(DIC) Shopian Friday conducted
a media tour to Zampathri, one of
such picturesque destinations in
the district.

As Nature has bestowed Kash-
mir with majestic mountains,
beautiful valleys, lakes, rivers,
picturesque places etc., the pres-
ent dispensation has been work-
ing to develop and tap the poten-
tial of less known or unknown
destinations in the district to give
tourists the chance to enjoy co-
lours of nature.

Zampathri, 20 kms away from
Shopian Town, in Keller Block has
many breathtaking things on offer,
ranging from mesmerizing beauty
of lush green meadows and plains,
views of gushing waters of Romshi
River, other streams, and captivat-
ing rich tribal culture. The area is
also suited for Paragliding, Trek-
king, Camping and other adventur-
ous activities.

Gaddar Meadow, once of the
largest in Valley, Ringward, Choti-
marg shall be a delight for tour-
ists, who are more interested in
trekking and camping.

The media tour to Zampathri
is District Administration’s one
of such exercises to promote
newly developed/ notified tour-
ist destinations in the district
under Tourist Villages Network

Programme (TVNP) besides
other tourism activities so that
tourists get to know about these
serene places to enjoy the beau-
ty of nature.

Media persons belonging to
different national and local or-
ganisations took part in the ex-
posure tour and highlighted the
significance of the government’s
historic decision of notifying
the area under TVNP of Mission
Youth.

The locals while speaking to
the media expressed happiness
about the inclusion of the vil-
lage under TVNP. They appreci-
ated UT and the District Admin-
istration for leaving no stone
unturned to bring destinations
with tourist potential on tour-
ism map besides creating op-
portunities for locals to earn
for their living in the shape of
home-stays, creating campsites,
restaurants, handicraft kiosks/
shops, etc.

Mir Hussain Kasana, a local
while thanking the UT Govern-
ment said that vast employment
opportunities shall get created
especially for the unemployed
youth due to the inclusion of
villages in TVNP.

Similarly, Sajad Hussain Wani,
aresident of Keller also thanked
the government and said that
long pending demand of the lo-
cals has been met by this deci-
sion of Mission Youth and that
economic prosperity for the
area is in offing once the village
is developed in line with the
ecological needs of the area.

Merrymaking In Jammu On Declaring
Hari Singh's B'day As Public Holiday

Press Trust Of India

haraja Hari Singh was a great edu-

JAMMU: Celebrations broke out at
various places in Jammu on Friday as
people danced to tunes of drumbeats
and distributed sweets following the
declaration of Maharaja Hari Singh's
birth anniversary on September 23 as

a public holiday.

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said the de-
cision has been taken in view of the
aspirations and feelings of the people
and the great contribution of the Ma-

haraja.

People assembled at different plac-
es, particularly at Tawi bridge, and
danced to tunes of drumbeats and
distributed sweets as they hailed the
government's move as "historic" and

"monumental”.

Besides, Karni Sena, Team Jammu,
and various Rajput associations also
celebrated the announcement with
great pomp and show, and chanted

pro-Maharaja slogans.

The Lieutenant Governor said Ma-

cationist, progressive thinker, social
reformer and a towering man of ideas

and ideals.

rich legacy,” he observed.

great reforms.

Thursday.

"The public holiday will be a fitting
tribute to Maharaja Hari Singh Ji's

Praising the decision of the govern-
ment, former deputy chief minister
Nirmal Singh told reporters here that
the demand of the Dogras of the re-
gion have been fulfilled after 72 years.

Dogra Sadar Sabha chief and for-
mer minister Gulchain Singh Charak
said Maharaja's birth anniversary
should be celebrated as "social justice
day" because the ruler not only deliv-
ered justice to all, but also undertook

The announcement was made fol-
lowing Sinha's meeting with a del-
egation comprising prominent politi-
cal leaders, members of Yuva Rajput
Sabha, civil society members, in-
cluding head of Jammu and Kashmir
transport union, at the Raj Bhavan on

JAMMU: Ahead of Navratri, au-
thorities on Friday reviewed the
security situation at Mata Vaish-
no Devi cave shrine located in Tri-
kuta hillsin Jammu and Kashmir's
Reasi district, officials said.

In view of the forthcoming
Navratri festival and expected
rush of pilgrims at Shri Mata
Vaishino Devi shrine, DIG, Udham-

pur-Reasi range, Mohd Suleman
Choudhary conducted a security
review meeting at Katra, the base
camp of the cave shrine, they said.

During the meeting, special
emphasis was given to ensure
fool proof security of the vatris,
the officials said. Strict directions
were passed to carry out a thor-
ough checking of suspected peo-
ple so that no unwanted element
is allowed to indulge in any kind

Security Reviewed At Vaishno Devi Shrine
Ahead Of Navratri

Press Trust Of India

of criminal activities or any action
which may prove prejudicial to
the security of the area, they said.
A joint long-range patrols of
police and CRPF have also been
launched round the clock in the
entire area of Katra and Bhawan
and its surrounding areas, the of-
ficials said. The DIG also directed
to conduct a joint security drill of
security forces for the security of
the shrine and its surroundings.
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J&K Haj Committee
Chairperson Discusses Haj-
2023 Preparation

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Safina Baig, Chairperson, J&K UT Haj Com-
mittee convened a meeting at Haj House Bemina, here to
take an overview of Haj-2022 and discuss preparation for
Haj-2023, Budget Estimates, repair/ renovation of infra-
structure and auction of unserviceable/ scrap Items.
Among others, Talib Hussain Choudhary, Member;
Mohammad Rafiq Chishti, Member; Molvi Mohammad
Ashraf, Member; Syed Mohammad Rafig, Member;
Dr. Abdul Salam Mir, Executive Officer; Irshad Ahmad
Budoo, Haj Officer and Mohammad Irfan Akhoon, Ac-

countant attended the meeting.

The meeting held threadbare discussion regarding
the agenda points and it was decided that the matter
regarding hardships faced by Haj pilgrims of J&K UT on
account of haphazard grouping/ congestion in rooms
and distant accommodation for old aged pilgrims shall
be taken up with HCol / CGI Jeddah to avoid recurrence
of such accommodation problems during Haj - 2023.

It was also decided that two members from J&K UT
Haj Committee shall be kept in the Selection Com-
mittee for the interview of KhadimUIHujjaj and no
repeater KUH shall be selected for next Haj - 2023.

Regarding the performance of KhadimUIHuajj, it was
informed that there would be more accountability,
reception of daily updates from KUHs, besides recom-
mendation of strict disciplinary action to the respec-
tive departments of KUHs against the defaulters.
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GOVERNMENT DENTAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL

SHIREEN BAGH, SRINAGAR
Email Address: gdcsrinagai@gmail.com

PHONE NO: 0194-2504701, 0194-2504702 | FAX NO: 0194 - 2504703.
Subject:- Cancellation of House Job form.

ORDER

The application of the candidate namely Qudsi
Fatima, D/o: Abdul Wahab Rather who has applied
for the House Job advertised vide Notification
No. GDC/Estt/Notification/H]/ File-2022/4861-
76, dated: 30.06.2022 is hereby cancelled on
accountofnon-crediting of the feesinthe account
of this Institution as per the bank statement. )

No. GDC/Estt/House Joh/6828-35
Dated:- 15-09-2022
DIPK-10127-22

[Mr. Arshid Hussain Ashail
Administrative Officer
Govt. Dental College & Hospital,

o

SN

SNk

Dased: 16002022

Srinagar.

DIPK-10107/22

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER

shon Kulgam

Flanimg of Palybag raissd sapings and Naked roaol and Frut pEnt sapings and proving
and fixing of Barbed wire fercing with Angle bron Posts in cemaent concrete Biocks n
Complt. MO0 Nardursiig of Bulgar Forest Dniecs

Fhinkng of Palybag raised eapings, Maked oot and Fiuil plani saphngs and premiding
and fining of Barbed wire fencing with Anghe fron Posts in cemant concrete Biocks in
Compl. Vi5a Khushidar of Kidgam Foresl Divisian

HManting of Polybag mised sapings, Maked root and Frui plani saplings and prosiding
and Tining of Barbed wire fencing with Ange kon Fosls in cemeni concrees Bincks n
Complt. N8 Gudder of Kulgam Fores! Davsion

Frantng of Maked rool and Fnal pant ssgpangs and provesng and Timing of Bt wies
f=nang with Angle Iron Posts in cement concrele Blocks in Compti. M-8 Dregden of
¥idpan Foresl Division

B Hook.
Plamtmig ol Pl pood saplings apad provsng and Gomy of Bafsed wair Reieing voifh Amgle lim
Posix in comeni crmcnzie Hlocks m Compit. N-15 [ Marg of Kuligam Forest Thvision
Thae #0 PO TSNS B 4 tienl dales Teanbowve noted worksare hereby exiended
s Pt e schihiile et belom
1| P subsmipsiom Fnd daie 210202 lll'ltl'l i PA
Thaic & t=me ol opemmg of bl {onfme JR0-202 2 an | 1:30 AM
Al the e and condipms wall be weme s mentiooed m Teodor Sotice and Thoommel

Oevisiomal Forest Offioer,
Special Forest Division

o

Hulgam




Kasmvir OpservER”
Srinagar | Saturday | 17-09-2022
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Make your existing health policy
more comprehensive by adding

% <O |HEALTHPRIVE| RIDER

&

¢

Preventive e 24x7 Unlimited
Health Check-up Tele-Consultation

§ ¥ I |
Individual and family members

Rider for both Individual
90,000+ Doctors » & Family Floater Basis*

™ e —_—— T WP [ bl - — e~ x |
33T AP 1alisations Based on the vanant o prec

for Tele-Consultation) in your health plan

Health Prime Rider can be opted only with Bajaj Allianz Health and PA products

To know more:
Contact your nearest J&K Bank Branch

A Alliany Conaral mmserwees Cn. Lid., Dy Ataey House, Arpor Boad, Werswadds, Pure - 471008, W0 Reg Moo 110 | CRG RO DPMIDOHL CO ST | Hesks Prme (Bader | U0 BATHLAT TRV FUZT | Healh Prime Bider (Grocg:) RAIMUGATI 1880601 TR 3T "TAL ey
P ppr drtalle. log om o wee badajailiane com or cafl m 0 Sales o | R0 H@& D84 | Service « § 8D 10 SESE (ol Free No .} | For more desi@s o nidi facooes and Terma and Conditona, please read the sales brockere belove conchuding & sabe. | BP0 0000 | 8003 May-F1 ]
N

ik Bk . 15 4 brrroeed o peeaie e [lerwtiom e B0 Gl 9 of Pede Aliaiu Cone il o Comppans D 00 segiacatssn tea |0 B lerfisirsioim of et aer s st geed For mooer Setsi b ik Pe oy e irieis gl Cembiiee pewse el e saler e Sefere comckading o selke




