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Man Commits ‘Suicide’ 
In Police Custody

A 42-year-old man allegedly 
hanged himself inside a police 
lock-up in Rajouri district of 

Jammu and Kashmir on Friday, a 
senior police officer said.
A magisterial probe has been 
initiated into the death of Abdul 
Majeed, a resident of Pargal 
village, at Darhal police station 
in the morning, Rajouri Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Mohammad Aslam said.
He said Majeed was arrested by 
police in connection with a case 
registered at the police station last 
year under section More on P6

152 More Test Corona 
Positive In J&K

Jammu and Kashmir reported 152 
fresh cases of novel Coronavirus 
on Friday, taking the number of 

people infected since the outbreak 
of pandemic in the Union Territory 
to 478083 Kashmir Valley registered 
112 new cases of Covid-19 while 40 
others were detected from various 
parts of Jammu division, officials 
said. However, no fresh fatality was 
reported during the last 24 hours. So 
far, 4782 people have succumbed to 
the virus in J&K—2350 in Jammu and 
2432 in the Valley.
Giving details of the new cases, the 
officials said that More on P6

Pulwama Cricketer 
Dies Of Heart Attack

A young cricketer from Pulwama 
district on Friday died at the 
playing field in the neighbouring 

Anantnag district of South Kashmir 
after suffering a heart attack.
22-year old youth Imtiyaz Ahmad Khan 
of Naina village of Pulwama collapsed 
on ground during a cricket match in 
Bijbehara area of Anantnag on Friday 
afternoon, reports said. Khan, reports 
said, had bowled two overs of the 
game before he vomited and collapsed 
on the ground during fielding.
The cricketer, reports said, was 
immediately rushed to a nearby 
hospital for treatment. More on P6

Couple Held With 
Heroin In Udhampur

A couple from Punjab were 
arrested and seven kg of 
heroin seized from their 

possession in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Udhampur district on Friday, a senior 
police officer said.
Additional Director General of 
Police, Jammu, Mukesh Singh 
said Lovepreet Singh and his wife 
Mandeep Kaur were travelling 
in a private car when they were 
intercepted by police, leading to the 
major drugs haul.
The accused, hailing from Ram Tirth 
Road in Punjab’s Amritsar, are inter-
state drug smugglers More on P6

26 Injured In Rajouri, 
Poonch Accidents

At least 26 passengers, four 
among them from Bihar, 
were injured on Friday in two 

separate road accidents in the twin 
districts of Poonch and Rajouri in 
Jammu division. According to officials, 
14 passengers were injured when 
the vehicle (JK12-5772) they were 
travelling in, met with an accident 
on Poonch-Digwar road on Friday 
morning. All the injured were shifted to 
district hospital Poonch for treatment. 
The injured include four residents of 
Bihar, who have been identified as 
Aparnav, Raj Kumar, Mansoor Mian 
and Ram Bahadur. More on P6

Scuffle Leaves Teen 
Labourer Dead

A teenage labourer from Banihal 
was killed during a scuffle 
between labourers in Shopian 

district of South Kashmir, an official 
said Friday.
19-year-old Nasir Ahmad Naik of Banihal 
was critically injured during a scuffle 
between labourers at their rented 
accommodation in Muradpora area of 
the district on Friday evening, he said.
The injured teenager, he said, 
succumbed on the way to the hospital.
Meanwhile, a local news agency GNS 
quoted an unnamed police officer 
as saying that three people were 
arrested from the More on P6

Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar 
Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar Turkish Burger
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A wholesome meal 
for people on the go

Crimes Against Women In J&K Rose By 15.62% In 2021: Report

Crimes Against 
Children Up 
By 39% In 
J&K: NCRB

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Crimes against wom-
en in Jammu and Kashmir re-
corded an increase of 15.62 
per cent in 2021 compared to 
the preceding year, with over 
7,000 people being arrested, the 
National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) said in its latest report.

However, the conviction rate 
remained low as only 95 peo-
ple were awarded sentences, 
while cases under investigation 
touched 6,275 by the end of last 
year. These include 2,329 cases 
pending investigation from 2020 
and nine cases that reopened for 
investigation, the report said.

It said crimes against women 
marked a steady rise from 2019 to 
2021, with the highest 3,937 such 

cases reported in 2021 against 
3,405 cases in 2020. In 2019, 
there were 3,069 such cases.

According to the 2011 cen-
sus, there are 64 lakh women 
in Jammu and Kashmir, and the 
crime rate per lakh population in 
2021 stood at 61.6, the report said.

The report said 315 cases of 
rape, 1,414 incidents of attempt 
to rape and 14 dowry deaths 
were lodged in 2021, and inciden-
tally, 91.4 per cent of the accused 
involved in rape were known to 
the victim, the report said.

As many as 1,851 cases were 
also registered in connection 

with assault on women with 
the intention to outrage their 

modesty. Of these, 14 cases 
were reported from shelter 
homes for women and children, 
and five rape cases were report-
ed in custody.

Two cases of voyeurism and 
26 cases of stalking were also 
reported during the last year, 
the report said.

It said 501 cases of cruelty 
by husband or his relatives, 
one case of acid attack, two at-
tempted acid attacks came to 
light during the year.

There were 1,013 cases of 

abduction of women. Of these, 
in 447 cases, women were kid-
napped for marriage.

Nine cases related to wom-
en-centric cybercrimes such 
as publishing or transmitting 
sexually explicit material and 
blackmailing or morphing/fake 
profiles were registered, 20 cas-
es related to miscarriage, infan-
ticide and foeticide and three 
cases of human trafficking, the 
report said.

It said 7,109 people, including 
648 women, were arrested and 
6,994 of them were charged.

Ninety five people, including 
five women, were convicted, 
while 1,056 were discharged and 
1,175 acquitted by the courts.

The report said 1,135 cases 
ended up as false, More on P6

PM Commissions 
INS Vikrant
Press Trust Of India

Kochi: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi commissioned India's first 
indigenously designed and built 
aircraft carrier INS Vikrant here 
on Friday, that put India into a 
select league of countries with 
domestic capability to build such 
large war ships.

The Prime Minister commis-
sioned the carrier, built at a cost 
of Rs 20,000 crore, at a function 
organised at the Cochin Shipyard 
Limited here.

With the commissioning of 
Vikrant, India joined a select 
group of nations having the niche 
capability to indigenously design 
and build an aircraft carrier.

The commissioning ceremony 
was attended by a host of digni-
taries including Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Shipping Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, Kerala 
Governor More on P6

BSF Develops 
Drone Tear 
Smoke Launcher
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: A tear gas shell-
dropping drone system has been 
developed by the BSF that can 
be used by police for controlling 
protesters and rioters, a senior 
officer of the border-guarding 
force said on Friday.

He said the “drone tear smoke 
launcher” can be used for launch-
ing these shells from an un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV) or 
drone and it “will be a potential 
force multiplier for the security 
forces working in the law-and-
order management domain”.

A Border Security Force (BSF) 
spokesperson said the new sys-
tem was tested recently at its 
famed tear smoke unit (TSU) in 
Tekanpur, Madhya Pradesh and 
this was informed at the annual 
governing body meeting of the 
special unit held in More on P6

Crimes against children in Jammu and Kashmir have reported a jump of 39.4 percent in 2021, NCRB data said. The 
report, according to KNO, states that J&K has reported 473 crime cases in 2018 followed by 470 in 2019 , 606 in 
2020 and then 845 in 2021. As per data the most prominent crimes against children are kidnapping and abduction 

as 478 incidents of kidnapping were reported in the year 2021 and in 478 cases 493 victims were involved. It said there 
were 1,013 cases of kidnapping and abduction cases recorded in Jammu and Kashmir thereby 

SC Refuses Probe 
Into ‘Genocide’ 
Of KPs, Sikhs

SC To Hear Plea On 'Backdoor 
Appointments' In Courts

The Supreme Court Friday agreed to hear a plea that alleged 
that relatives of former judges and staff were favoured 
in the appointments in judicial institutions and courts in 

Jammu and Kashmir. A bench of Justices DY Chandrachud and 
Hima Kohli issued notice and sought a response from the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court on its administrative More on P6

Asks Petitioner To 
Make Representation 
To The Govt
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
on Friday asked an NGO that 
raised the issue of the alleged 
genocide of Hindus and Sikhs 
in Jammu and Kashmir during 
1989-2003 to make a represen-
tation before the Centre and the 
appropriate authority.

In its plea, the NGO We the 
Citizens sought the constitution 
of a Special Investigation Team 
to identify the perpetrators who 
were involved, aided and abet-
ted the alleged genocide.

The plea was heard by a bench 
of Justices B R Gavai and C T 
Ravikumar.

The petitioner's counsel ar-
gued before the apex court that 
the genocide and exodus of over 
one lakh Sikhs and Hindus from 
the Kashmir Valley during that 
period had never been noticed 
by the state administration at 
that time.

"Have you made a represen-
tation to the government?" the 
bench asked.

The counsel said they have not.
"You withdraw it and make a 

representation," the court said.
The top court, which disposed 

of the petition, allowed the 

petitioner to withdraw the plea 
with the liberty to make a repre-
sentation to the government and 
the appropriate authority.

At the outset, the bench said, 
"It is purely in the domain of 
the executive.  You approach the 
government.”

The counsel referred to Article 
370 of the Constitution, which was 
abrogated by the Centre in August 
2019, and also Article 35-A.

While the provisions of Article 
370 granted special autonomous 
status to Jammu and Kashmir, 
Article 35-A provided special 
rights and privileges to natives 
of the erstwhile state.

The petitioner’s lawyer also 
referred to a book and said it 
gives an account of how the 
state administration had failed 
in taking care of Hindus and 
Sikhs during that period.

The plea sought directions to 
conduct a census of Hindus and 
Sikhs, who have More on P6

Need to Come Out of 
Discrimination Syndrome: LG
Says Admin Working Without Any Regional Bias; Smart City Not 
Possible Without Smart Citizens, Jammu To Be Developed As Eco-City
Observer News Service

Jammu: Claiming that the 
present administration was 
working for equitable devel-
opment, Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Friday said that peo-
ple need to come out of dis-
crimination syndrome.

“There were times when 
some people ran shops by cre-
ating a divide between the 
Jammu and Kashmir region. 
Such people still exist but I 
would like to clear that admin-
istration is working without any 
regional bias and it is time to 
come out of this discrimination 

phobia,” LG Sinha said.
He inaugurated and laid the 

foundation stone of 14 projects 
of Jammu Smart City worth Rs 
113 crore.

LG Sinha further said that 

both Kashmir as well Jammu 
are integral part of India and 
there is no question of any kind 
of discrimination or appease-
ment with any region.

“People of Jammu also need 
to understand that every time 
crying discrimination will not 
work. Some miscreants still 
keep nurturing these thoughts 
in mind of people to exploit 
emotions but by falling in their 
trap they rather deceive the 
development targets,” he said.

Moreover, the LG said that 
a smart city is unimaginable 
without smart citizens.

“To deserve a smart city peo-
ple need to be More on P6

Youth Have Rejected 
Path Of Destruction: DGP
Says Pak Sending Drugs At Large Scale 
To Drag Youth Into Menace
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Asserting that the 
youth of Jammu and Kashmir 
have rejected the path of de-
struction and are participat-
ing in the peace activities, 
the Director General of Police 
(DGP) Dilbag Singh said on 
Friday called upon the security 
forces to identify the people 
and OGWs who support these 
anti national elements and help 
sustain the “terror eco-system”.

Singh made these remarks 
while chairing a meeting of 
police, army, BSF and CRPF of-
ficers in the frontier district of 
Kupwara on Friday, a police 
spokesperson said.

The DGP, he said, stressed the 
need for a joint strategy to be fol-
lowed by JKP with other security 
agencies, saying that it would 
lead to more success in main-
taining peace and order and en-
suring a congenial atmosphere.

“He stressed to keep vigil on 
the More on P6

A woman rows her boat loaded with lotus leaves, through the weeds and algae in the polluted waters of Dal Lake in Srinagar on Friday. KO 
Photo, Abid Bhat
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  Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
RURAL ENGINEERING WING BARAMULLA.

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER  (RE TENDER)
NIT NO: - 109/XEN/REW/BLA/2022-2023     DATED.31/08/2022  ( RE TENDER)

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF LT. GOVERNOR, J&K UT E-TENDERS (IN SINGLE COVER SYSTEM) ARE INVITED ON ITEM RATE BASIS FROM AP-
PROVED AND ELIGIBLE CONTRACTORS REGD. WITH J&K STATE GOVT. CPWD, RAILWAYS AND OTHER STATE/CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS 
FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING WORK:-

S. 
No

Name of Work Est. Cost           
(in Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.
(In Rs.)

      EMD
AMOUNT

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contractor

Major Head 
of Account

Position of 
AAA/TS

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9
1 C/O Irrigation khul at different spots Kitchama, Under B2V, 

Block Narwah
4.90     200    9800  20  days DEE B2V AAA Ac-

corded
2 Iprovement of main kaul from Masjid sharief to H/O 

Maqbool Parrey and onwards by way of side walling and 
culverts at required spots at Andergam, Under B2V, Block 
Pattan

5.00 200   10000 20  days DEE B2V AAA Ac-
corded

3 Widening of road from Jamiya Masjid Ghat to Munariya P/H 
Palhalan F  , Under B2V, Block Pattan

4.80 200    9600 20  days DEE B2V AAA Ac-
corded

4 UPGRADATION OF ALL INNER LINKS/LINK ROAD  AT 
PALHALAN-G   Block  PATTAN   under B2V2.

4.61 200 9220 20  days DEE B2V AAA Ac-
corded

5 C/o Food Store at Yarbugh P/H Yarbugh Block Rafiabad 
under B2V

4.75 200 9500 20  days DEE B2V AAA Ac-
corded

6 construction of  3 no. Culverts near H/O Nissar Ahmad 
Reshie,Manzoor Ahmad Bhat and Gh. Hassan Beigh at 
Mundji Under B2V Block Zaingeer

4.57 200 9140 20  days DEE B2V AAA Ac-
corded

7 Fencing of health sub centre at Binnar A ,Block Nadihal  
under B2V

4.80 200 9600

20  days

DEE B2V AAA Ac-
corded

1. 
2. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below.
3. 
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 01-09-2022
2 Period of downloading of bidding docu-

ments
From 01-09-2022  to 06-09-2022 up to 6:00 PM

3 Bid submission Start date 01-09-2022
4 Bid Submission End Date 06-09-2022 up to 6:00 PM

Date and time of Opening of Bids (Online) Technical Bids will be opened on  07-09-2022  at 11:00 AM in the office of the Executive Engineer REW 
Baramulla and Financial Bid opening will be declared online.

4. The contractor could take part in the tendering process of only those works which are to be executed in Gram Panchayat (G.P) 
to which he/she belongs, If the response from concerned (G.P) is less than,  Bids from bidder other than the concerned Gram Panchayat 
of the Block will be accepted.
•	 If the Bidder quotes his Bid exceeding the tendering Cost, his bid will be automatically rejected.
5. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of treasury challan/receipt under HEAD 0515 mentioning 
therein Name of work and NIT No. in favour of the Executive Engineer, REW Division Baramulla (Tender inviting Authority).
6. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders auto-
matically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site 
at the office of theExecutive Engineer, REW Division Baramulla.
7. All The Bidders has to deposit Earnest Money (2% of Advertised cost) in shape of CDR/FDR at the time of tendering as per 
the Circular of Finance Department.
8.  The 1ST Lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3 % of allotted cost of Contract as performance security in shape 
of CDR/FDR/BG within 02 Days after opening of financial bid and shall be released after successful completion of DLP as per norms. The 
EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be released after receipt of 3% performance security.
9. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
10. The earnest money/performance security shall be forfeited, If:-
a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and 
conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c) Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
11. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
11.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” 
on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.
11.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-
2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors. 
11.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in 
physical form.
11.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
11.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. Besides, original documents related to bid 
be submitted physically by the bidder who is declared as L1 immediately after opening of financial bid.
11.6. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of necessary documents in terms of soft copies with the technical bid & no 
documents in terms of hard copies shall be entertained. However, in case of any clarification, the bidders shall have to produce original 
documents in support of soft copes if need arises.
11.7. DOCUMENTS TO BE UPLOADED IN SOFT:
Scanned copy of valid registration card along with Latest Renewal , EMD/TR as per NIT, GST, Latest clearance, PAN.
11.8. The earnest money in favour of un-successful/ non-responsive bidders shall be released only after ensuring submission of 
tender document fee in original, irrespective of Hard copies, failure of submission of tender document fee by the bidder using site shall 
entail him for blacklisting.
No:        968-975                                                                                                                                                Executive Engineer.
Dated:  31-08-2022    DIPK-9163/22                                    REW Baramulla

60% People Delaying 
Treatment Due To Lack Of 
Health Cover: Survey
Press Trust Of India

Around 60 per cent re-
spondents have been 
delaying treatment 
due to lack of health 
cover and 67 per cent 
who have medical in-
surance find it difficult 
to understand, a study 
by Pristyn Care Data 
Labs said.
According to the study 

conducted during 
August 1-25, 2022 
by the startup firm, 
a vast majority of 
people want alterna-
tive treatments such 
as ayurveda, unani, 
siddha, homeopathy 
and naturopathy to be 
covered under health 
insurance.
"India has the lowest 
rates of health insur-
ance penetration and 
COVID-19 induced 
medical inflation has 
caused people to delay 
surgeries. Elective 
surgeries are not life-
threatening but any 
delay can impact the 
overall quality of life," 
Pristyn Care co-found-
er Harsimarbir Singh 
said in a statement.
With the rising costs 
of medical treatments 
in the country, as per 
the study, nearly 60 
per cent of the re-
spondents are delay-

ing treatment due to 
the lack of any health 
cover.
The survey based on 
inputs received from 
over 1,100 people and 
internal data of more 
than 4 lakh patients 
found that 24 per cent 
patients find deduc-
tion of money at the 
time of making a 
claim very challenging 

and 17 per cent find 
the paperwork in-
volved in the process 
complex.
"Among the dozens of 
healthcare pain points, 
long waiting time for 
the claim approval 
is the biggest pain 
point as one vastly 
underestimates the 
costs associated with 
medical treatments," 
Singh said.
The study said that as 
per industry reports, 
27.5 million couples 
in India suffer from 
infertility and many 
doctors believe that 
these numbers will 
increase.
"20 per cent of survey 
respondents also 
believe that IVF and 
infertility procedures 
should be covered 
under insurance given 
the rising costs," the 
study said. 

Twitter Readies Edit Feature 
For Premium Users
Associated Press

New York-  Perma-
nently misspelled 
tweets might soon be 
a thing of the past.
Twitter said Thursday 
it's working on allow-
ing users to edit their 

tweets, which it said is 
one of the most request-
ed features to date.
The social media com-
pany said in a blog 
post that it's testing 
the Edit Tweet feature 
internally with plans 
to roll it out later this 
month to subscribers 
of its premium Twitter 
Blue service.
The edit function will 
give users 30 minutes 
to make changes such 
as fixing typos or add-
ing hashtags after first 
publishing a tweet.

To make it clear that a 
tweet has been modi-
fied, they'll be labelled 
and appear with an 
icon and timestamp. 
Users can look up past 
versions of the tweet 
by tapping the label.
Twitter said it's testing 

the edit feature with a 
small group of users so 
it can identify and re-
solve potential issues.
This includes how people 
might misuse the fea-
ture, the company said 
in a blog post. You can 
never be too careful.
The time limit and ver-
sion history play an 
important role, Twit-
ter said. They help 
protect the integrity of 
the conversation and 
create a publicly ac-
cessible record of what 
was said. (AP)
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J&K Favours ‘Pro-Active 
Decentralisation’

N
EW DELHI: The Jammu and Kashmir Government 
today strongly pleaded for restoration of autonomy 
to the State while favouring the "pro-active policy of 
decentralization and greater delegation of power to 

the State".
 The State's point of view was put forth by acting Chief Min-

ister and Housing and Urban Development Minister, Ghulam 
Mohi-ud-din Shah while participating in the 8th meeting of 
the Standing Committee of the inter-state Council held here to 
discuss the recommendations of Sarkaria Commission. 

Shah clearly stated that as far as J&K is concerned, "no dis-
cussion of Central-State relations can proceed without prefacing 
it with a reference to our case for restoration of autonomy that 
our Government has mooted within the frame-work of Article 
370 of Constitution of India." He said that recommendations 
of the State Autonomy Committee are important to bring the 
pattern of relations between the Union of India and the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir within the ambit that obtained after sign-
ing of the instrument of Accession which lasted till 9th August, 
1953. He said that Autonomy Report together with its endorse-
ment by J&K legislature is now on the National Agenda.

 He said that despite certain avoidable misgivings in 
certain sections within the Country, the State is confident that 
given an objective appraisal of our case, and with our continu-
ing efforts to familiarize our enlightened brethren, there should 
soon be a far more receptive endorsement of the frame-work 
being suggested in the report He said "it is our firm and sincere 
belief that the proposals put forward by us mark the first step 
in ensuring that Jammu and Kashmir is restored to a state of 
tranquility enabling us to resume the path of development and 
well-being as a part and parcel of the Union of India"

 Referring to the Article 370 which defines J&K rela-
tionship with the Centre, Shah said that many of Sarkaria 
Commission's recommendations do not fully apply to J&K, 
but the State is nevertheless strongly in favour of a pro-active 
policy of greater delegation and decentralization. The process 
of economic liberalization currently underway reinforces the 
case for wider role for the states in various spheres requiring 
governmental intervention” he added. 

 (Kashmir Observer, September 03, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :38

ZUHR 12:32

ASR 5:07

Magrib 7:01
ISHA 8: 25

•	 1650 - Battle of Dunbar; Oliver Cromwell's English New 
Model Army defeats Scottish force in surprise attack

•	 1683 -  Turkish troops break through defense of Vienna
•	 1725  - Britain, France, Hannover & Prussia sign Cov-

enant of Hannover
•	 1752 -  Britain and the British Empire (including the 

American colonies) adopt the Gregorian Calendar, 
losing 11 days. People riot thinking the government 
stole 11 days of their lives

•	 1777 -  Flag of the United States flown in battle for the 
1st time at Cooch's Bridge, Delaware, a skirmish dur-
ing American Revolutionary War

•	 1791 -  French Revolution: The new French Constitu-
tion, declaring France a constitutional monarchy, is 
passed by the National Assembly

•	 1798 -  Battle of St. George's Caye: Week long battle 
begins between the Spanish Empire and Great Brit-
ain off the coast of Belize

•	 1864 -  Battle of Berryville, Virginia, Confederate forc-
es retreat in face of Union strength

•	 1882 -  French/Vietnamese/Chinese battle at Hanoi, 
100s die

•	 1900  - Russian troops now control both sides of the 
Amur River on the Russo-Manchurian boundary

•	 1917  - 1st night bombing of London by German aircraft
•	 back across Hindenburg Line
•	 1919  - President Woodrow Wilson set out on a tour of 

the USA to rouse public opinion behind the Treaty of 
Versailles and the League of Nations

•	 1924  - Civil war breaks out in China (Gen Tsi moves to 
Shanghai)

•	 1934  - Tunisia began its move for independence
•	 1939  - World War II: Britain declares war on Germany 

after invasion of Poland. France follows 6 hours later 
quickly joined by Australia, New Zealand, South Af-
rica & Canada
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PRIME PLOT 
FOR SALE

A plot of  land measuring 
2.16 Kanals along with three 

storied Bunglow at Exhibition 
Road, Srinagar adjacent 

to Sara City Centre Mall is 
available for immediate sale.

Interested Party May Contact
 6006437011 | 7889890932

Moulvi Abbas 
Admitted To SKIMS, 
Undergoes Surgery
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: Veteran Kashmiri 
leader Moulvi Abbas Ansari, 
who was admitted to a hospi-
tal here on Friday, was recu-
perating after undergoing an 
emergency surgery for a hem-
orrhagic stroke.

Moulvi Abbas Ansari was 

admitted to the Sheri Kash-
mir Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS) Friday morn-
ing where doctors conducted 
surgery on him for Chronic 
Subdural Hematoma (CSDH).

Hundreds of people 
rushed to SKIMS after the 
news of hospitalisation of se-
nior most Kashmiri political 
and religious figure spread. 
With social media agog with 
rumours about Maulana’s 
condition his son Masroor 
Abbas took to microblogging 
site twitter to rebuke rumour 
mongering about his father’s 

health.
“Abaji had to be admit-

ted to Soura Medical Institute 
this morning due to a minor 
hemorrhagic stroke and the 
doctors performed a timely & 
successful surgery and now 
he is safe and sound. People 
are requested not to pay heed 
to rumors. Maulvi Sahib has 
regained consciousness and 
his condition is improving 
now. People are requested 
to pray for his complete and 
speedy recovery,” Masroor 
tweeted.

One of the most popular 
leaders in the Kashmir val-
ley, Moulvi Abbas Ansari is 
the last surviving politician 
from the Plebiscite Front era.

A champion of Shia-Sun-
ni unity, he founded Ittehadul 
Muslimeen in 1962 after re-
turning to Kashmir follow-
ing a decade long stay in Iraq 
where he studied theology at 
the famous Najaf Seminary. 
He also served as convener 
of the Muslim United Front 
(MUF) and later chairman of 
the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference.

Moulvi Abbas retired 
from active political life in 
2010 devoting his entire time 
to spiritual pursuits. He has 
not been keeping well for 
some time, family sources 
said.

Govt Releases Rs 20 Crore For 
Macadamization Of City Roads
Agencies

Srinagar: Craving for 
the macadamization, 
some Srinagar roads 
that are in shambles 
from the last some 
years, are all set to be 
renovated as the gov-
ernment has released 
Rs 20 crore in favor of 
Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation (SMC).
here Tenders have 
also been issued for 74 
works in the areas fall-

ing under the jurisdic-
tion of the corporation.

Sources within 
SMC said that a total 
of Rs 20 crore has been 
released for the mac-
adamization of the Sri-
nagar interiors, falling 
under its jurisdiction.

“The SMC had 
proposed Rs 40 crore 
for the macadamiza-
tion process. However, 
only Rs 20 crore has 
been released on Au-
gust 16 this year,” they 
said, adding that the 

tenders have also been 
floated by the SMC.

“The tenders for 
74 works have been 
floated by SMC yester-
day,” they said, adding 
that the work would be 
started soon in this re-
gard to ensure hassle 
free movement to the 
commuters, who are 
presently facing tough 
times due to the pot-
holed roads across Sri-
nagar.

The officials in 
SMC said that they are 

expecting to start the 
work as soon as pos-
sible, adding that once 
the tendering process 
is done, the work will 
be started on a war 
footing basis.

Pertinently, most 
of the roads falling 
under SMC’s jurisdic-
tion have developed 
potholes, causing im-
mense hardships to 
the commuters, pass-
ing through these con-
gested roads. (KNO)

DC Inspects Ongoing Works On 
Under-Construction Flyovers In City
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Deputy Commission-
er (DC), Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad Friday undertook 
a whirlwind tour of different 
City areas to oversee progress 
of works being carried out on 
several major developmental 
projects including construction 
of Flyovers on NH-44 (Jammu-
Srinagar highway) at Lasjan, 
Sanat Nagar, Nowgam and Be-
mina Junctions.

 While taking onsite inspec-
tion of the work on Lasjan Fly-
over being executed at a cost 
of Rs. 155 crore, the DC was in-
formed by Project Manager NHAI 
that 70 percent of the work on the 
project has been completed and 
work is going on in full swing.

 On the occasion, the DC di-
rected the concerned executing 
agency to speed up the work by 
deploying additional men and 
machinery to complete the proj-
ect within the set timeline.

At Nowgam junction, the DC 
took stock of the work on 0.85 km 
span flyover being carried out at 
a cost of Rs 44 crore for which 
completion timeline by/before 
March 2023 has already been set 
as per terms of the contract.

 DC also inspected the pro-
posed construction site of Rs 41 
crore project of Sanat Nagar Fly-
over. The DC was informed that 
the tendering process of the proj-
ect shall be put into motion and 
as soon as it is completed physi-
cal work will be taken up on the 
ground. The DC also gave onspot 
directions with regard to shift-
ing of utilities already taken 

care in the project.
Later Aijaz inspected the 

pace and progress of ongoing 
work on construction of flyover 
at busy junction of Bemina by-
pass being executed at a cost of 
Rs 31.49 crore by PWD.  

 On the occasion, the DC di-
rected the concerned executing 
agency to accelerate the pace of 
work by employing additional 
men and machinery to complete 

the prestigious project in set 
timelines apart from resolving 
issues of utility shifting. 

“As soon as these prestigious 
projects on NH-44 (Jammu-Sri-
nagar highway) are completed 
it shall improve transport fa-
cilities in Srinagar and also will 
prove helpful to overcome traffic 
congestion along the highway 
and on other important road cor-
ridors” Aijaz said.

Protesters Restrain 
PDD From Installing 
Meters At Abi Guzar
Agencies

Srinagar: The installation of 
Smart Meters in the Abi Gu-
zar area of Srinagar city trig-
gered a massive protest on 
Friday.

   The women protesters 
foiled the bid of the Power De-
velopment Department em-
ployees to install the Smart 
Meters in the area. A large 
number of women came out 
of the house and forced the 
employees to leave the area.

    “We are too poor and 
these days when it is difficult 
to meet both ends, how come 
the government can put an 

extra burden on us? We won’t 
allow PDD to install these 
meters here,” some of the pro-
testing women said.

   The protesting women 
raised slogans against the 
PDD and the government. 
Some of the angry women 
tried to break the meters. A 
couple of meters that were in-
stalled in the area were pulled 
down by the protesters.

  The protesters said that 
they are poor and lack ba-
sic facilities in their area. 
“We are poor and cannot af-
ford bills generated by these 
Smart Meters,” said a female 
protester.

44th All India Cell Biology 
Conference Begins At KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The 44th All In-
dia Cell Biology Confer-
ence and a national sym-
posium on 'Molecular and 
Cellular Insights of Hu-
man Diseases' started at 
the University of Kashmir 
on Friday.

Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Nilofer Khan inaugurated 
the two-day event that 

brings leading research-
ers from the country and 
abroad on a common plat-
form, in online and offline 
modes, to share research 
and innovative tech-
niques. 

In her presidential 
address, Prof Nilofer said 
the conference is a great 
opportunity for mentor-
ship of young students 
by renowned cell biolo-
gists to help them develop 

long-term connectivity 
with veterans and move 
forward in the right direc-
tion.

“Shared knowledge 
and institutional collabo-
rations are today very 
important to find com-
mon solutions to a host of 
common problems facing 
mankind in the realm of 
diseases, like the recent 
Covid-19 pandemic,” Prof 
Nilofer said.

As soon as these prestigious projects on NH-44 
(Jammu-Srinagar highway) are completed it shall improve 

transport facilities in Srinagar and also will prove helpful to 
overcome traffic congestion along the highway and on other 
important road corridors
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E l e c t r i c  T r a n s p o r t

Kashmir’s Cure for 
Air Pollution?

Faizan Arif

R
ecently in April this year, E-
rickshaws were introduced for 
the first time in Kashmir Valley. 
The chargeable battery-driven 

auto-rickshaws ply from Gawkadal to 
Bohri Kadal area of Downtown Srinagar.  
Ease of commute has been the overstated 
benefit of these newbies on roads. Popular 
opinions say, the more the merrier, given 
that such public transport can reduce traf-
fic jams, help decongest public transport 
and make navigating in peak hours very 
easy. However, the most important ele-
ment of its introduction in the valley has 
to be its potential to mitigate air pollution. 
In the face of an impending global climate 
crisis, e-rickshaws in the valley need to be 
seen as more than just another vehicle on 
the streets.

Understanding the science behind it is 
going to facilitate our appreciation of it as. 
Take this:

When carbon-based fuels are burned, 
incomplete combustion causes the emis-
sion of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other pol-
lutants, including particulate matter (PM) 
(aerosols), which include particles that 
can cool or heat the Earth’s climate by re-
flecting or absorbing the radiation of the 
sun. A particular type of PM, black carbon 
(BC), survives relatively for a short period 
(one week) in the atmosphere but absorbs 
vast amounts of solar radiation. Solid fuel 
burning, especially indoors, and high-
emitting diesel engines, emit high levels of 
BC which contributes to climate warming.

The high levels of BC pollution in ur-
ban air in developing countries are also 
attributed to polluting industries and the 
operation of older vehicles. Global temper-
atures are estimated to have been exces-
sively warmed by more than 15% due to it. 
Evidence from modelling studies suggests 
that climate change is likely to increase 
ozone concentrations, a major cause of re-
spiratory illnesses in urban areas. To pro-
tect current and future generations from 
the health effects of fossil fuel burning, it 
is essential to reduce emissions as quickly 
as possible.

Researchers say combining policies 
that address local air pollution and global 
climate change will provide enhanced cli-
mate change mitigation benefits. Medium-
term efforts to control air pollution will 
provide additional benefits to long-term 
strategies that aim to curb climate change. 
Short-term reductions in BC can poten-
tially delay the impact of global warming 
by approximately 10 years, allowing re-
searchers and policymakers to do more re-
search and step up their efforts. As far as 
vehicle interventions go, reducing emis-
sions from super-emitting diesel trucks 
and buses is the most attractive option.

Health Impacts
Poor air quality is causing people to 

become ill and die prematurely, especially 
in low- and middle-income countries. Air 
pollution is linked to an estimated 4.2 mil-
lion premature deaths a year, according 
to the World Health Organization. When 
indoor air quality is considered, that num-
ber rises by an estimated 2.9 to 4.3 million 
deaths a year, according to The Lancet 
Commission.

High PM2.5 concentrations, particu-
late matter smaller than 2.5 microns, are 
a significant health risk in densely popu-
lated urban areas in most low- and middle-
income countries. It has been linked to 
both acute and short-term illnesses, and 
increased rates of respiratory and cardio-
vascular disease, asthma, pneumonia, and 
other health problems over time. PM2.5, 
which is largely caused by carbon burn-
ing and exudes from power plant smoke-
stacks, vehicle exhaust systems, and open 

fires, was identified as the sixth highest 
risk factor for death worldwide in a 2018 
report by the Health Effects Institute (HEI) 
and the Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation (IHME).

In addition, as a growing body of evi-
dence indicates, COVID-19 patients may 
experience worse outcomes from long-
term exposure to air pollution. During the 
early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the European Public Health Alliance re-
ported that cities with higher levels of air 
pollution also had higher mortality rates 
with more severe symptoms among CO-
VID-19 patients.
Air pollution linked with cognitive decline and de-
mentia

As per the opinion (a 25 July 2022 re-
port) from the authoritative Committee on 
the Medical Effects of Air Pollutants (CO-
MEAP), science advisers to the UK gov-
ernment, have said for the first time that 
dementia and a declining mental ability 
in older people around the world may be 
caused by air pollution.

As a result of reviewing nearly 70 
studies, the group concluded there was 
an association between exposure to air 
pollutants and “an acceleration of the 
decline in cognitive function often asso-
ciated with ageing, and with the risk of 
developing dementia.”

Due to a scarcity of investigative 
studies, the committee wasn't able to 
estimate how many older people had 
proven to have mental decline following 
exposure to air pollution. However, ac-
cording to a 2018 study of Londoners, air 
pollution may be responsible for roughly 
60,000 of the 209,600 new cases of demen-
tia in the UK every year.

Acid Rain
The formation of acid rain is caused 

by elevated levels of sulphur and nitric ac-
ids in the atmosphere due to emissions of 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and sulfur dioxides 
(SO2). Water molecules in the atmosphere 
combine with Sulphur dioxide and Nitro-
gen oxides, emitted from industries and 
vehicles, leading to the formation of mild 
sulfuric and nitric acids which fall back 
on land as acid rain.

In highly industrialized areas and 
urban areas with high car traffic, facto-
ries and automobiles emit high levels of 
gaseous emissions every day. As a result, 
these areas experience exceedingly high 
amounts of acid rain.

Acid rain is very harmful to agricul-
ture, plants, and animals. It washes away 
all nutrients which are required for the 
growth and survival of plants. It causes 
respiratory issues in animals and hu-
mans. Aquatic ecosystems are adversely 
affected by acid rain that falls into rivers 
and ponds. It damages the buildings and 
monuments made up of stones and metals.

Situation in Jammu and Kashmir
Despite Srinagar's reputation for 

pristine environments, scientists from 
the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorol-
ogy (IITM) and the University of Kashmir 
found that air quality declines drastically 
during the winter in Srinagar.

As per Times of India, Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo, Former Head of the Depart-
ment of Earth Sciences at Kashmir Uni-
versity, now Vice-Chancellor at IUST 
Awantipora, and one of the authors of the 
study said, "The number of cars on the 
roads needs to be decreased to check the 
emission of fossil fuels. Every year, J-K 
adds up to 1.5 lakh vehicles. We are forced 
to use our own vehicles because of the 
lack of a very efficient transport system."

In 2018, according to the figures for 
2016, Srinagar’s air was declared the 10th 
most polluted in the world by the World 
Health Organization.

“From November onwards, we tend 

to have air quality issues. Air quality re-
mains largely within permissible limits 
during summer and spring, but during 
autumn and winter, it’s very polluted.  
During the cold months, our air is only 
clean when we have precipitation episodes 
(rain or snow). At this time, breathing 
Srinagar’s air is equal to smoking 40 ciga-
rettes a day,” Mudasir Ahmad Bhat, an 
environmental scientist, and researcher 
based at the University of Kashmir said in 
a conversation with Rising Kashmir.

As per ‘Preliminary Study on Air 
Quality of Srinagar, (J&K), India' by Meh-
vish Sheikh & Ishtiyaq Ahmed Naja, pub-
lished in June 2018, there is a higher con-
centration of NO2 at Lal chowk which is 
a commercial area and vehicular emission 
could be one of the reasons for a higher 
value of NO2.

The concentration of NO2 varied 

from 17.97µg/m3 during November to a 
maximum of 19.01µg/m3 during January, 
which is clearly higher than the permis-
sible limit of 10 µg/m3.

current WHO guideline value of 10 µg/
m3 (annual mean) was set to protect the 
public from the health effects of gaseous 
nitrogen dioxide.

As per another study 'Winter Burst 
of Pristine Kashmir Valley Air' by Zainab 
Q. Hakim, Gufran Beig, Srinivas Reka, 
Shakil A. Romshoo & Irfan Rashid, pub-
lished in February 2018, indicates that the 
air quality of Srinagar deteriorates signifi-
cantly, particularly during winter, where 
the level of PM2.5 touches a peak value of 
348 µg/m³ against the Indian permissible 
limit of 60 µg/m³.

It revealed that the annual PM2.5 
emissions are highest from coal burning 
which is around 1246.5 tons/year followed 
by the emissions from vehicular combus-
tion which is 220.5 tons/year, and the least 
are the emissions from fuel wood burning 
which is around 8.06 tons/year.

A recent study on the effect of vehicu-
lar pollution on the ambient concentra-
tions of particulate matter and carbon 
dioxide in Srinagar City, by Nikhil Savio, 
Farooq Ahmad Lone, Javeed Iqbal Ahmad 
Bhat, Nayar Afaq Kirmani and Nageena 
Nazir, published in April 2022, revealed 
that throughout the year from June 2019 to 
May 2020, CO2 concentration was seen to 
be increasing in Srinagar city.

On a monthly basis, the maximum av-
erage concentration of CO2 was found dur-
ing December and Shalimar recorded the 
highest carbon dioxide value of 637.57 ppm.

The recorded maximum average val-
ues at other locations were 622.33 ppm, 
614.40 ppm, 592.23 ppm and 579.33 ppm at 
Jehangir Chowk, Dalgate, Parimpora and 
Pantha Chowk, respectively.

On the other hand, the maximum 
average concentration in spring reached 
626.86 ppm in Jehangir Chowk and the 
minimum average for the same season 
was recorded in Shalimar (592.06 ppm). 
The average value of all the sites during 
the spring season was 609.29 ppm.

This is clearly higher than the global 
average atmospheric carbon dioxide, 
414.72 ppm recorded in 2021 based on anal-
ysis from NOAA's Global Monitoring Lab.

In the face of climate change and air pollution, e-
transport is a promising answer

The experts suggest various solutions 

that can help reduce the concentration of 
particulate matter (pollutants) in the air, 
including proper road macadamization, 
dumping of agricultural waste, and using 
clean energy sources instead of coal and 
wood. Additionally, scientists recommend 
regulating fuel adulteration by petrol 
pump owners and introducing cleaner al-
ternatives like CNG and battery-powered 
vehicles.

The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) released a paper in April 2018 on 
the pollution caused by autos. According 
to it, approximately 1200 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide, 4 tonnes of NOx and 0.5 tonnes of 
PM10 are emitted from the total fleet of 
auto rickshaws plying in the city of Ben-
galuru per day, and auto rickshaws con-
tribute to 0.44 million tonnes of carbon 
emissions per year. Switching to electric 
autos could result in a reduction of carbon 
emissions by 0.11 million tonnes per year, 
PM10 emissions by 114.5 million tonnes 
per year, and NOx emissions by 37.6 mil-
lion tonnes per year.

A rickshaw powered by electricity re-
quires little maintenance and is cheaper 
to operate than one powered by petrol or 
compressed natural gas. In North India, 
where deteriorating air quality levels 
have rendered urban areas uninhabit-
able, the emission-free e-rickshaw is being 
hailed as the humble agent of change for a 
cleaner, less fossil fuel-dependent future.

While e-rickshaws are behind the 
auto-rickshaws from a technological 
standpoint, they are more energy-efficient 
and less polluting. The use of e-rickshaws 
could reduce the consumption of fuel oil 
for passenger transportation, which is 
both economically and environmentally 
beneficial.

People in Kashmir have suffered vari-
ous times when there has been a short-
age of petrol and diesel in the Valley. Had 
there been e-rickshaws, people would have 
been less dependent on fossil fuels.

Electric buses eliminate both CO2 and 
black carbon emissions, so switching from 
local buses to soot-free vehicles can be an 
effective carbon reduction strategy. As 
per a Forbes report, Shenzhen, China, has 
switched to an electric bus fleet and now 

has over 16,000 electric buses and 22,000 
Electric Taxis, reducing not only pollution 
but also noise. The other report suggests 
the switch from diesel buses to electric is 
expected to achieve an estimated reduc-
tion in CO2 emissions of 48% and reduc-
tions in pollutants, including particulate 
matter.

The Top Five most effective interven-
tions that improve both health, by reduc-
ing PM2.5, and climate, by reducing car-
bon dioxide emissions, according to the 
report, Air Pollution Interventions: Seek-
ing the Intersection Between Climate and 
Health, are:  
•	 Replacing coal with renewable sourc-

es of energy for total power produc-
tion;

•	 Replacing diesel and gasoline-pow-
ered vehicles with electric vehicles 
in both the public and private sector;

•	 Eliminating uncontrolled diesel 
emissions;

•	 Preventing crop burning; and
•	 Preventing forest fires.

I recently talked to an e-rickshaw 
owner in Lucknow who claimed the cost 
of the vehicle to be around 1.5 lakh, which 
on a single full charge of 7-8 hrs, covered a 
distance of 80 - 100kms. His monthly earn-
ings were about 10 thousand. The vehicle 
had a maximum speed of 30kms per hour.

There is a need to increase the num-
ber of e-rickshaws already introduced 
in J&K earlier this year across Jammu 
and Kashmir. However, E-rickshaws' low 
speed can add to traffic jams in the already 
congested cities of Jammu and Srinagar. 
So, proper planning is required to ensure 
hassle-free movement of vehicles and at 
the same time shift to these eco-friendly 
vehicles.

The bottom line remains that electric 
cars, trains, buses, and rickshaws are es-
sential for achieving cleaner air in urban 
centres and can contribute to the mitigation 
of climate change as well. They’re ultra-
efficient and emit no exhaust. Also, It will 
require clean electricity to power them.

Views expressed in the article 
are  the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

The author is an independent weather 
forecaster, better known as “Kashmir 

Weather” across social media
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the number of 
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earlier this year 
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E-rickshaws' low 
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cities of Jammu and 
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same time shift to 
these eco-friendly 
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A recent study on the effect of vehicular pollution on the 
ambient concentrations of particulate matter and carbon dioxide in 

Srinagar City, by Nikhil Savio, Farooq Ahmad Lone, Javeed Iqbal Ahmad Bhat, 
Nayar Afaq Kirmani and Nageena Nazir, published in April 2022, revealed 
that throughout the year from June 2019 to May 2020, CO2 concentration 
was seen to be increasing in Srinagar city



Srinagar | Saturday | 03-09-2022 05Think
Opinion   Analysis  Essays

For historians and diary scholars, manuscripts are artifacts. A book’s binding, paper quality 
and ink can signal an anonymous diarist’s socioeconomic status. Changes in penmanship 

may show how the writer felt – drowsy, extra careful or agitated – while writing certain 
passages

Can Diaries Get Digital?
Paula Vene Smith 

The first time I taught a college course 
called “The London Diary” for young 
Americans studying abroad back in 

2002, each student ended up with a tangible 
book of memories, a handwritten record of 
their semester in London. But when I taught 
the course 15 years later, the first question 
my students asked was whether they could 
keep their journals online. The question 
brought home to me how the image of a dia-
ry has shifted from words scribbled in a blank 
book to images and digital text on a screen.

WHY NOT GO DIGITAL?
Even while journaling apps like Penzu 

and Diaro become more widely available, 
estimates and surveys suggest that a sizable 
number of the world’s diary keepers still 
keep handwritten diaries.

Fans of digital diaries grant them an edge 
in convenience, portability, searchability 
and password protection. Jonathan, one of 
my 2018 students, described in an essay for 
class how digital diarists can upload entries 
to multiple platforms, keeping some portions 
offline or restricted to a select audience while 
other parts go completely public. It’s harder 
to control distribution, encrypt entries or 
build an index with a journal kept on paper.

I already expected my students to use elec-
tronic devices to read course materials, to 
communicate with me and with their fami-
lies back home, to write essays for class, and 
to navigate London. Why not let them keep 
digital diaries, too?

DIARY AS ARTIFACT
Poet and literary scholar Anna Jackson 

was researching the private papers of novel-
ist Katherine Mansfield for her book “Diary 
Poetics” when she made an unexpected dis-
covery. Jackson came across a “piece of the 
world” that was also an element of Mans-
field’s journal – a kowhai flower between 
two pages in a notebook:

“After all this time, there it still was, still 
yellow, still between the same two pages 
Mansfield had placed it between all those 
years ago. A piece of the world she wrote 
about was right there as a piece of the world 
still, not a piece of writing.”

Jackson’s experience shows the power of 
holding in your hand the diary as a physical 
object. What scholars call the manuscript’s 
“materiality” links writer to reader in an un-
expectedly intimate way.

For historians and diary scholars, manu-
scripts are artifacts. A book’s binding, paper 
quality and ink can signal an anonymous 
diarist’s socioeconomic status. Changes in 
penmanship may show how the writer felt 
– drowsy, extra careful or agitated – while 
writing certain passages.

Some clues, like the bit of evidence provid-
ed by inserting a memento, relay intentional 
messages. Others, like crossed-out words, 
may reveal information the writer did not 
plan to share.

Physical evidence can also hint at what 
happened after a text was written. Damaged 
or missing pages may indicate a strong reac-
tion to the contents. A few years ago, conser-
vators at the National Maritime Museum in 
Greenwich, England, discovered a concealed 
entry in the diary of a 17th-century British 

sailor. In his diary, he originally confessed to 
committing a rape, but later wrote a different 
account of the event, pasting the new page 
so carefully over the original that it went un-
noticed for more than 300 years.

DIGITAL YET MATERIAL
Every original mark in a diary reflects an 

impulse of the moment. As diary instructor 
Tristine Rainer says in “The New Diary,” “At 
any time you can change your point of view, 
your style, your book, the pen you write with, 
the direction you write on the pages, the lan-
guage in which you write, the subjects you 
include. … It’s your book, yours alone.”

With so many convenient features, digital 

diaries remain a popular choice. This option, 
we might be surprised to learn, even has its 
own form of materiality.

In “How to Read a Diary,” literature scholar 
Desirée Henderson notes that digital diaries, 
too, are objects, shaped by tools the diarist 
selects – in this case, software and hard-
ware – to create the diary. The writer’s design 
choices, such as site structure, networking 
parameters, embedding of graphics, image 
and audio files and hyperlinks, offer grist for 
interpretation not unlike reading the nonver-
bal signs of a traditional diary.

WRITING INTO THE FUTURE
As I thought about offering my students 

the online option, I began to imagine them 
many years from now, coming upon that 
London diary from their college days. I 
remembered my first group of students 
drawing sketches on their pages, attach-
ing a Travelcard, café napkin, or theater 
ticket. I remembered Anna Jackson with 
the kowhai flower. I couldn’t shake my 
conviction that future diary readers will 
be less enthralled by a digital product – 
even enhanced with multimedia – than by 
the quirky, untidy books hand-lettered by 
their predecessors.

In the end, I assigned my students – at 
least those who were physically able – 
to create their London diaries by hand. 

They could still use their phones to cap-
ture images or take preliminary notes, 
but in the end they would produce a ma-
terial keepsake.

Several students decided to write in 
their notebooks while also keeping a digi-
tal diary. The dual process felt natural to 
them. To his blog Jonathan posted, “Like 
many children of the 21st century, I love 
the idea of keeping everything journaled 
online. This way I can make notes on my 
phone as I walk, have them automatically 
update on my computer, where I can ex-
pand with more time. If I wake up in the 
middle of the night with an idea, I don’t 
need to wake up a roommate with a lamp. 
However, the course also requires an ana-
log diary.”

Every diary, “analog” or digital, can be read 
as an artifact layered with meaning – one that 
conveys clues to its writer’s life and times in 
both nonverbal signals and words.

By arrangements with The Conversation 

Parenting Tips: 6 Body Safety Rules To Teach Your Kids
Akanksha Agnihotri

Parenting tips: Parents frequently worry 
about the safety of their kids and try 
hard to teach them about things like 

water safety and street safety. We make sure 
they have raincoats on when its raining, ap-
ply sunscreen when sunny, and look both 
ways before crossing the street. But we fre-
quently neglect to instruct them on proper 
body principles. The Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) states that 1 in 6 boys and 1 in 
4 girls are sexually abused before the age of 
18 and according to the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) data, in 96 per cent of 
the cases, most of the sexual abusers were 
known to the children.

Therefore, the safety of your chil-
dren should be your first priority and it 
is highly important to make your child 
aware and educate them about the body 
safety rules. Teaching children about 
bodily safety and having these safety 
dialogues are never too early. For both 
the parent and the child, having this talk 
might be unsettling, frightening, or even 
intimidating, but avoiding it will do your 
child a great disservice. (Also read: Par-
enting tips to keep in mind when leaving 
kids alone at home )

"Keeping an open communication, and 
including this topic in your parenting con-
versations can make all the difference for 
your child. Reinforce that you will always 
believe them and that they can tell you 
anything and will never get in trouble no 
matter what happens" says Psychologist 
and Certified Parenting Coach, Fathima, 
she further shared 6 body rules that every 
parent should teach their children, on her 
recent Instagram post. 

1. My body is my body and it belongs to me
Teach your kids to say "NO". If they don't 

want to kiss or hug someone they should be 
able to say no to a person. Teach them the dif-
ference between a good touch and a bad touch.

2. I have a safety, people
Teach them they can trust five people. 

Make a list of 4-5 safety people whom they 
can come and tell if they feel worried, scared 
or unsure.

3. The correct name for the private parts
Teach them the right name of the private 

parts. Teach them no one can touch their 
private parts and no one should ask them to 
touch it. They can always come and tell to 
their safety people if they feel uncomfort-
able about it.

4. Safe and unsafe touch
Teach them at an early age around 2.5 to 3 

years to differentiate between safe and unsafe 
touch. Make them understand safe touch like 
hugging, high-fives makes them feel loved, 
safe and comfortable. Unsafe touch makes 
them feel uncomfortable and unsafe.

5. Early warning signs
Teach them the early warning signs. If they 

feel frightened or unsafe, they may sweat a 
lot, have a sick tummy, become shaky and 
their heart might beat fast.

6. No Body Secrets
Teach them they should never keep any 

secrets which make them uncomfortable or 
feel bad about it. Teach them they should 
come and tell the safety people about it if 
they feel unsafe or bad about it.

– Hindustan Times
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Crimes Against Women
four were labeled a mistake of fact 

or of law or civil dispute, 57 cases were 
found to be true but there was insuffi-
cient evidence, the report said.

In all, 4,343 cases were disposed off 
by police, it said.

The report said chargesheet was filed 
in 2,346 cases 1,196 cases from 2020 and 
801 cases of 2021.

The NCRB also said 12 cases were 
registered under the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes-related acts and 
another nine were related to the pre-
vention of damage to public property.

PM Commissions
Arif Mohamad Khan, state Chief 

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, Ernakulam 
MP Hibi Eden, Navy Chief Admiral R 
Hari Kumar and top officials of Navy 
and Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL).

Modi unveiled a plaque to mark the 
induction of INS Vikrant, named after 
its predecessor that played a crucial 
role in the 1971 Indo-Pak war, into the 
Navy.

The carrier is equipped with state-
of-the-art features.

BSF Develops
Delhi under the chairmanship of 

BSF Director General (DG) Pankaj 
Kumar Singh.

The TSU was established under the 
BSF in 1976 and it develops and manu-
factures anti-riot tear smoke muni-
tions for supply to both central and 
state police forces. The BSF is primarily 
deployed to guard the Indian borders 
with Pakistan and Bangladesh, besides 
playing a variety of roles in the coun-
try’s internal security domain.

A video clip shared by the force 
showed at least six tear smoke shells 
placed tightly in a metal cage fixed 
under a hexacopter drone. The drone 
system drops the tear shells from the 
air at designated spots.

During the meeting, the BSF DG 
praised the TSU for bringing out a vari-
ety of non-lethal munitions for police 
and security forces as he said “indig-
enous production of these items has 
reduced the country’s dependence on 
foreign munitions”.

The TSU also produces a variety of 
other lachrymatory munitions, flash-
bang shells, impact munitions and 
customised products for special op-
erations, the BSF spokesperson said.

Crimes Against
witnessing 16 percent increase in 

such cases as in year 2020, 868 such 
cases were reported

Kidnapping and abduction cases in 
J&K had shown an abrupt decrease in 
the last three years as 1,137 such cases 
were recorded in 2018, 961 in 2019 
and 2020 and last year it has increased 
again as 1,013 such cases were report-
ed last year.

As per data, seven cases of murder 
of Children, four cases of infanticide 
and three cases of foeticide in J&K last 
year.

SC Refuses Probe
been victims or survivors of “geno-

cide” in Jammu and Kashmir and are 
now residing in different parts of 
India, and also for the rehabilitation of 
those who had migrated after the exo-
dus in 1990.

It said, “The dastardly genocide and 
exodus of Kashmiri Hindus and Sikhs 
which happened in 1989-90 in the 
Kashmir valley is a glaring example 
of complete failure of constitutional 
machinery in preventing the genocide 

and protecting the life, property of 
the Kashmiri Hindu and Sikh in the 
Kashmir valley”.

The plea referred to books such as 
“My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir”, 
authored by Jagmohan who was 
Jammu and Kashmir governor during 
the relevant period, and “Our Moon 
Has Blood Clots” by Rahul Pandita.

“These books describe the first-
hand account of incident of murder, 
arson and migration of Hindus and 
Sikhs from Kashmir,” the plea said.

“Kashmiri Pandits (Hindus) and 
Sikhs have always been in the fore-
front of the struggle against secession-
ism, communalism and fundamen-
talism in Kashmir. The final exodus 
of Kashmiri Hindus and Sikhs began 
from the Kashmir valley in 1989. This 
was a genocide of the highest order 
with the intent to ethnically cleanse 
the Kashmir valley from Hindus and 
Sikhs,” it said.

SC To Hear Plea
side, saying it should be vetted by 

the Chief Justice of the High Court. The 
bench said the response to the plea 
shall be filed within six weeks.

The PIL filed by an NGO ‘Jammu and 
Kashmir People’s Forum has alleged 
that several qualified youths were not 
considered by the High Court in ap-
pointments for several administrative 
posts to various judicial institutions 
including the judicial academy, legal 
services authorities, and courts from 
district level to the High Court.

The plea claimed that instead of go-
ing by the regular recruitment process, 
contractual workers and daily wagers 
who were a decade back have since 
been absorbed against the vacancies 
as regular employees without afford-
ing a chance for the general public.

It said that reservation rules were 
also bypassed by the High Court even 
though many of the posts were not 
sanctioned.

The plea gave names of the relatives 
of the judges from district to High 
Court level, court staff, and bar asso-
ciation members to canvas the argu-
ment that favour was granted in the 
appointment process.

It sought directions for a probe by 
an independent agency and to the 
High Court administration to not make 
any further “backdoor appointments” 
in judicial establishments like the 
state judicial academy, legal services 
authorities, and those recruited under 
the E-Court mission.

Need to Come
smart citizens. People throwing 

trash on roads and blaming munici-
palities will not work together, we 
need to be cautious with our actions 
and habits, to deserve a smart city,” he 
said.

He said people need to be the eyes 
and ears of administration to keep the 
infrastructure in good shape.

“There were reports in newspapers 
that anti social elements are defacing 
the infrastructure but police are doing 
a good job to apprehend the accused. 
Civil society also needs to criticize such 
incidents,” he said.

Earlier, dedicating the Smart City 
Projects to the people, the Lt Governor 
said these projects will create smart 
living by improving quality of life, 
better public services, opportunities 
for local economic development and 
easier accessibility to everyone.

“Our aim is to transform Jammu 
as an eco-city for sustainable eco-
nomic activities and to also nurture 

ecological assets,” he said.
Six projects have been initiated to 

harness the benefit of rich ecology, 
enhance the wellbeing of citizens and 
resource efficiency by appropriate 
strategic approach, the Lt Governor 
said.

The Lt Governor also impressed 
upon multi-stakeholders contribution 
and people’s participation to make 
J&K UT’s cities and towns resilient, 
competitive, and dynamic with strong 
social infrastructure to tackle the chal-
lenges of growing urbanization.

The Lt Governor further observed 
that the concept of Smart City without 
Smart Citizen is meaningless.

Highlighting the impact of the 
Smart City projects inaugurated today, 
the Lt Governor said that the Facade 
Lighting of Mubarak Mandi, the price-
less heritage of Dogra Dynasty, will 
add aesthetics to the heritage build-
ing, and boost the local economy by 
attracting more tourist influx.

The 10 new digital panels and ad-
vertisement panels at 110 locations 
apart from generating revenue for 
Jammu Municipal Corporation will 
also provide employment opportuni-
ties to locals, he added.

The Lt Governor observed that the 
project of street development from 
Mubarak Mandi to Raghunath Bazar, 
will provide a new experience of 
smart urban mobility to the citizens 
while preserving the cultural richness 
of the old market and locality of about 
five and a half kilometer road and its 
adjoining city.

He expressed hope that once the 
project is completed in June 2023, 
Raghunath Bazar, Jain Bazar, Kanak 
Mandi, Moti Bazar will emerge as 
a smart commercial hub and will 
also provide new opportunities for 
economic growth to the existing 
businesses.

Another street development project 
from Canal Road to Talab Tillo Chowk 
costing Rs 20 crore has been planned 
to be completed with an integrated 
approach, keeping in mind the urban 
design process, urban management, 
mobility and local economic develop-
ment, it was informed.

Speaking on the achievements 
of the revenue department, the Lt 
Governor said, under the guidance of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, major 
revenue reforms were introduced by 
the government in the last two years.

Initiatives like ‘Aapki Zameen Aapki 
Nigrani’ and institutionalization of 
1553 Patwarkhanas has empowered 
the common citizens.

Through digitization and land pass 
books, land disputes will be substan-
tially reduced and it will be easier to 
check fraudulent transactions.

The land passbooks that have been 
distributed today are valid documents 
and to ensure its security, a unique 
number and QR code have been ar-
ranged in the passbook given to the 
land owners, he added.

The work of digitization of land re-
cords is going on in all 20 districts and 
out of 6912 villages, the process of dig-
itization has been completed in 3049 
villages i.e. land records of about 44.11 
percent villages have been digitised, it 
was informed.

On the occasion, the Lt Governor also 
directed all Deputy Commissioners to 
complete the modalities for the dis-
bursement of next installment under 
PM Kisan to all the beneficiaries of 
Jammu Kashmir.

Youth Have

anti-national and anti-social activi-
ties by increasing area domination and 
Naka check points. He praised Police, 
army and other security agencies for 
their role in making Kupwara a mili-
tancy free district and directed the 
officers to be more vigilant and keep 
pressure on the anti national elements 
and their supporters,” he added.

Singh, the spokesperson said, 
stressed upon officers to identify the 
people and OGWs who support these 
anti national elements and help sus-
tain the “terror eco-system”. The DGP, 
he said, also appreciated the recent 
successes of J&K Police and other se-
curity forces against terrorism in dif-
ferent encounters.

“He said that synergy between the 
forces in our Counter Terrorist Grid 
has led to success. Communication at 
the grass root level of all forces en-
hances this synergy,” he added.

According to the spokesperson, the 
DGP emphasized upon the officers 
that while dealing with any anti-mil-
itancy activities and law and order 
scenario, civilian convenience and se-
curity should always be kept in mind.

“He said that the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir have stood firm with the 
J&K Police against the war against ter-
rorism,” he added.

Appreciating the joint efforts of 
Police and other security forces for 
making the Kupwara a “terrorist free” 
district, the DGP as per the spokesper-
son said that Jammu and Kashmir is 
place were all the forces are working 
together for a single mission.

“He said that North Kashmir dis-
tricts have much importance from 
security point of view and it is must 
for all ranks to focus on better coordi-
nation among the forces to foil cross 
border terror and narco smuggling at-
tempts,” the spokesperson said.

“He said that unfortunately we 
have a neighbour who is always try-
ing to create trouble here and added 
that we all have to remain alert to foil 
their each and every evil attempt,” he 
added.

Later, speaking to the media the DGP 
congratulated the people of Kupwara 
particularly the youth for their coop-
eration in making Kupwara a terrorist 
free district.

Singh, as per the spokesperson said 
that the youth of J&K have rejected the 
path of destruction and are participat-
ing in the peace activities.

With regard to the infiltration, he 
said that in recent times some infiltra-
tion attempts were made however the 
majority of them were foiled strongly.

“He said a couple of times some 
infiltrators managed to sneak to this 
part for which strategies have been 
made to track them down. The DGP 
said we have a strong security grid on 
LOC because of which the infiltration 
has come down,” he added.

The DGP, according to the spokes-
person, said that drug trafficking has 
increased as Pakistan is continuously 
sending drugs at a large scale to drag 
the youth into the menace.

“It is also being used to generate 
funds for terror activities,” he said, 
while urging social and religious lead-
ers to sensitize the public, particularly 
the youth about the conspiracy and 
magnitude of the problem.

The spokesperson said that Singh 
also stated that militants are using the 
pistols to carry out attacks in urban 
areas and added that in recent times 
Police along with other security forces 
have seized a huge quantity of arms 
and ammunition including pistols.

With regard to the attack on a mi-
grant worker in South Kashmir, the 
DGP said that the militant involved 
has been identified and would be 
brought to justice very soon.

Earlier, the DGP inaugurated the 
newly constructed Joint Interrogation 
Center, martyr’s memorial and newly 
constructed building of Kot(armoury) 
in DPL Kupwara.

“The new JIC has state-of-art inter-
rogation system and will be equipped 
with the latest gadgets and technology 
to achieve better results in investiga-
tive and operational work to counter 
terror ecosystem,” the spokesperson 
added

Man Commits
341 (Punishment for wrongful re-

straint) and 354 (whoever assaults 
or uses criminal force to any woman, 
intending to outrage or knowing it to 
be likely that he will there by outrage 
her modesty) of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC).

He was also wanted in another case 
under section 452 (house-trespass 
after preparation for hurt, assault or 
wrongful restraint) and 376 (punish-
ment for rape) of the IPC, also regis-
tered last year.

“At around 9.15 am, Majeed hanged 
himself in the washroom of the lock-
up of Darhal police station,” the officer 
said.

He said soon after the incident, a 
team of senior officers of police and 
civil administration reached the police 
station and inspected the site and all 
legal formalities were conducted un-
der their supervision.

Thereafter, the post-mortem was 
conducted by a board of doctors at 
Government Medical College (GMC), 
Rajouri and later the body was handed 
over to the legal heirs for last rites af-
ter all the legal procedures, the officer 
said.

The family of the deceased, howev-
er, did not buy the police version that 
he had died by suicide and demanded 
an impartial inquiry into the incident.

“He was arrested on Sunday in con-
nection with some case and was killed 
in the custody,” one of the relatives 
claimed amid protest by the family 
outside GMC hospital.

However, they dispersed peacefully 
after a senior police officer visited 
them and assured them of a fair probe 
to know the facts. (PTI) Man Commits 
‘Suicide’ In Police Custody

Jammu: A 42-year-old man alleg-
edly hanged himself inside a police 
lock-up in Rajouri district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Friday, a senior police 
officer said.

A magisterial probe has been initi-
ated into the death of Abdul Majeed, 
a resident of Pargal village, at Darhal 
police station in the morning, Rajouri 
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Mohammad Aslam said.

He said Majeed was arrested by 
police in connection with a case reg-
istered at the police station last year 
under section 341 (Punishment for 
wrongful restraint) and 354 (whoever 
assaults or uses criminal force to any 
woman, intending to outrage or know-
ing it to be likely that he will there by 
outrage her modesty) of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC).

He was also wanted in another case 
under section 452 (house-trespass 
after preparation for hurt, assault or 
wrongful restraint) and 376 (punish-
ment for rape) of the IPC, also regis-
tered last year.

“At around 9.15 am, Majeed hanged 

himself in the washroom of the lock-
up of Darhal police station,” the officer 
said.

He said soon after the incident, a 
team of senior officers of police and 
civil administration reached the police 
station and inspected the site and all 
legal formalities were conducted un-
der their supervision.

Thereafter, the post-mortem was 
conducted by a board of doctors at 
Government Medical College (GMC), 
Rajouri and later the body was handed 
over to the legal heirs for last rites af-
ter all the legal procedures, the officer 
said.

The family of the deceased, howev-
er, did not buy the police version that 
he had died by suicide and demanded 
an impartial inquiry into the incident.

“He was arrested on Sunday in con-
nection with some case and was killed 
in the custody,” one of the relatives 
claimed amid protest by the family 
outside GMC hospital.

However, they dispersed peacefully 
after a senior police officer visited 
them and assured them of a fair probe 
to know the facts. (PTI)

152 More Test
Srinagar reported the highest 28 

new cases of virus, Baramulla 27, 
Budgam 21, Pulwama 10, Kulgam 9, 
Kupwara 6, Ganderbal 7, Bandipora 2 
and Shopian and Anantnag 1 each.

In the winter capital, they said, 
Jammu reported a maximum of 27 new 
cases of infection, Udhampur, Samba 
and Ramban three each, Kishtwar 2, 
Doda and Poonch one each. The three 
districts of Rajouri, Kathua and Reasi 
detected no new cases of Covid-19.

Besides, they said, 164 Covid-19 
patients recovered during the last 24 
hours—35 from Jammu division and 
129 from Kashmir Valley. (ONS)

Pulwama Cricketer
However, the doctors there declared 

him dead.
Reports said that heart attack is 

believed to be the cause behind his 
death. (ONS)

Scuffle Leaves
spot while two others managed to 

flee before the arrival of the police 
party. (Agencies)

Couple Held With
and a case under the relevant pro-

visions of law has been registered 
against them, the officer said. (PTI)

26 Injured
Other injured have been identified 

as Zaheen Akhter, Taj Mohammad, 
Mohammad Rafiq, Mohammad 
Hanief, Mohammad Suleman, Ritu 
Sharma, Resham Bi, Shabnam Akhter, 
Mohammad Hanief and Tarlochan 
Singh.

Meanwhile, 12 more passengers 
were injured in a separate road ac-
cident in the neighbouring Rajouri 
district.

The accident took place at Sehar 
village in Kalakote sub-division of 
Rajouri district on Friday when a mini-
bus (JK11-1257) was hit by a truck.

The injured have been identified 
as Sham Lal, Sakina Bi, Naik Ram, 
Mohammad Amin, Asham Bi, Anwar 
Hussain, Ghulam Qadir, Chandrika 
Devi, Neetu Devi, Kamla Devi, Seema 
Sharma and Ghulam Hussain.

Police said that the vehicle has 
been seized and all the injured 
are undergoing treatment in CHC 
Kalakote—(KNO)

Abducted Girl 
Traced Within 
24 Hours: Police
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Friday claimed to have recovered an 
abducted minor girl within 24 hours in 
Budgam and arrested an accused person 
involved in the commission of crime.

In a statement issued here, a police 
spokesperson said that on Thursday 
evening, Police Post Soibugh received 
a written complaint from a resident of 
Khan Mohalla Soibugh stating therein 
that his minor daughter did not return 
home after school hours and the school 
administration stated that she didn't at-
tend the school today.

Accordingly, a case under FIR number 
306/2022 under relevant sections of law 
was registered at Police Station Budgam 
and investigation was set into motion.

“Subsequently, a special Police team 
under the supervision of IC PP Soibugh 
was constituted to trace out the missing 
girl. During the course of investigation, the 
Police team acting swiftly and raided vari-
ous suspected locations. After strenuous ef-
forts and working on some leads, the spe-
cial team learnt that the missing girl was 
abducted by one Salib Ahmad Hella son of 
Assadullah Hella resident of Khuri Batapora 
Kulgam. The Police party accordingly raid-
ed the specific location and recovered the 
abducted girl. The abductor has also been 
arrested within 24 hours after the com-
plaint was lodged,” the spokesperson said.

After fulfilling all legal formalities, he said, 
the girl was handed over to her legal heirs.

“Further investigation into the case is 
going on,” the spokesperson added.

Mela Patt Kicks 
Off In Bhaderwah
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Hundreds of people 
thronged Khakhal Mohalla here 
to celebrate the historic Mela 
Patt, a three-day festival devoted 
to Lord Vasuki Nag.

The festival commenced on 
Thursday evening amid tight secu-
rity arrangements, an official said.

Hundreds of people are taking 
part in this year's festival after two 
years of Covid pandemic-related 
restrictions in which only necessary 
rituals were performed, he said.

The organisers appealed to 
authorities to declare the event 
as a heritage festival .

Mela Patt, a symbol of Nag 
culture, is celebrated on Nag 
Panchami and hundreds of devo-
tees converge at Khakhal Mohallah 
village in Doda district to pay obei-
sance to the bravery and spiritual 
power of King Nag Pal.

First celebrated in the 16th centu-
ry by king Nag Pal, the ruler of a small 
principality then called Bhadarkashi 
(present-day Bhaderwah), the fes-
tival is organised seven days after 
the conclusion of Kailash Yatra. 
Thousands of people from differ-
ent parts of Jammu and Kashmir 
and elsewhere take part in it to seek 
blessings of Vasuki Nag.

This festival is not only the sym-
bol of the religion but also depicts 
our proud historical background 
and mutual brotherhood, Naresh 
Gupta, the main organiser, told PTI 

and appealed to the administration 
led by Lt Governor Manoj Sinha to 
announce the event as a heritage 
festival and ensure its inclusion in 
the annual tourism calendar.

"Perhaps this is the only fes-
tival of India which is being 
celebrated since last more than 
600 years without any untoward 
incident, clearly depicting com-
munal harmony of this area and 
respect for Raja Nag Pal."

Gupta also expressed resent-
ment at the attitude of the 
tourism department, especially 
the Bhaderwah Development 
Authority (BDA), for its alleged 
failure to promote the event.

"We were expecting BDA to pro-
mote this festival to attract tourists 
but they are in deep slumber and 
there is dire need to wake up them."

The festival includes the tra-
ditional but unique folk dance, 
locally known as Dikko dance , 
performed by people irrespec-
tive of their religion, caste, and 
gender to highlight peace, pride, 
and communal harmony.

"Patt , the royal robe presented 
by the Mughal emperor Akbar to 
Raja Nagpal, was also displayed.

District Development Council, 
Doda, vice-chairperson, Sangeeta 
Bhagat said, "I was mesmerised 
after participating in the unique 
rituals which have got all the in-
gredients to be showcased to the 
outer world to attract national 
and international visitors."

‘Nasha Mukt Abhiyan’

Mehta Bats For Digital Literacy, 
Intensive IEC Campaign
Observer News Service

Kathua: Chief Secretary, 
Arun Kumar Mehta chaired 
a meeting of Departmental 
heads on Friday to review 
ongoing development 
works including Central 
Sponsored Schemes and 
other development projects 
here at Conference hall of 
DC office Complex.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner Kathua 
Rahul Pandey gave a de-
tailed account of the district 
development profile.

While chairing the meet-
ing, Chief Secretary was 
apprised by the DC about 
the Physical and Financial 
achievements of the district 
under District Capex.

While reviewing the 
PMGSY sector, the Chief 
Secretary called for carry-
ing out quality verification 
so as to ensure that durable 
assets are created.

With regard to the per-
formance of the Agriculture 
Sector, the Chief Secretary laid 
thrust on conducting study of 
cropping intensity in Kathua 
district through collabora-
tion with SKUAST-J. He also 
called for performance check 

of FPOs, Common hiring cen-
tres, farmers self help groups. 
He also emphasized on imple-
menting Farm-Gate App in the 
agriculture sector. The chief 
secretary further asked for 
technological interventions 
to give a boost to farmer’s in-
come in consonance with the 
PM’s Vision of Doubling the 
farmer’s income.

On Horticulture, he di-
rected the horticulture offi-
cer to promote high density 
plantation in the areas best 
suited for the purpose.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the digitization 
of land records the Chief 
Secretary asked for com-
pleting the task within 
the set deadlinethe for 
the overall benefit of the 
masses. He made out that 
the department would be 
provided with the requisite 
technological assistance in 
the shape of tablets, drones 
for surveys etc so as to en-
hance overall efficiency of 
the department.

While reviewing the sta-
tus regarding the availability 
of tapped water connections 
and toilet facilities under 
JJM and SBM respectively, 
he stressed upon achieving 

100% saturation under these 
schemes. The Chief Secretary 
urges the department of for-
ests to take up plantation 
near the sources of JJM so as 
to arrest soil erosion.

On the issue of Power 
Scenario in the District, the 
Chief Secretary reiterated 
that administration is making 
all out efforts to ensure round 
the clock power supply to the 
consumers. He said that peo-
ple also should come forward 
by clearing their pending li-
abilities. On appraisal of T&D 
losses, AT&C losses, the Chief 
Secretary stresses on reduc-
ing the same besides increas-
ing the collection of revenue. 
Referring to the need for 
expanding the scope of self 
employment schemes, the 
chief secretary asked for or-
ganizing Tehsil level aware-
ness camps.

While directing Divisional 
Commissioner, the chief sec-
retary asks for convening 
monthly review meetings for 
regular performance apprais-
al of all the development 
works and welfare schemes 
going on in the district.

To ensure optimum utiliza-
tion of health infrastructure 
established in the district, the 

chief secretary stressed upon 
chalking out strategy so that 
the public of the region could 
be benefitted at large.

Regarding the appraisal of 
the performance in different 
sectors, the Chief Secretary 
directed all departments to 
adopt a public friendly ap-
proach in work culture. He 
also pressed for ensuring dig-
ital penetration across all the 
departments in the district.

Emphasizing on the need 
of Digital Literacy, the Chief 
Secretary called for devising 
out a mechanism to acquaint 
children with financial aspects 
i.e imparting financial literacy 
besides ensuring generation 
of Aadhaar cards and opening 
of bank accounts for each stu-
dent. While deliberating upon 
the issue of tourism poten-
tial of Kathua District, Chief 
Secretary directed Director 
Tourism Jammu to explore 
all possibilities of giving fil-
lip to adventure tourism by 
creating ample opportunities 
involving the youth through 
thep Youth Clubs of Mission 
Youth. He also directed the 
Tourism Authorities to come 
up with an integrated solid 
waste management plan for 
tourist spots.
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POLICE CONSTRUCTION 
DIVISION PHQ, J&K SRINAGAR

CIVIL WORKS FOR
NAME OF WORK  TENDER VALUE COST OF DOC.

1. Repair/ renovation of Quarter No 19 block-07 at Gulshan Ground Jammu. Rs. 2.38 lacs Rs. 200/-
2. Repair/ renovation of Quarter No 09 block 09 at Channi Himmat Jammu. Rs. 1.33 lacs Rs. 200/-

GOVERNMENT OF UT JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PCD (PHQ) 
J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR

INVITING FRESH E-TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No/EE-PCD/PHQ/96/2022-23    Dated: - 22-08-2022

Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR on behalf of The President of India invites tenders by e-tendering on 
Percentage rate basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Govt. / CPWD / Railways and other State 
/ Central Governments for the following works.

S.
No Name of Work Name of 

Division

Estimated 
Cost

(Rs. In lacs)

Cost of 
document 

(In Rs )

Earnest 
Money  
(In Rs.)

Time Allowed 
for completion

Time and 
date of open-
ing of tender

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1

Repair/ renovation of 
Quarter No 19 block 
07 at Gulshan Ground 
Jammu.

PCD (PHQ) 
J&K, 

Jammu/ 
Srinagar

2.38 lacs 200/- 4760/- 45 days 09-09-2022  “A”, “B”, 
“C” &“D”

2

Repair/ renovation of 
Quarter No 09 block 
09 at Channi Himmat 
Jammu.

PCD (PHQ) 
J&K, 

Jammu/ 
Srinagar

1.33 lacs 200/- 2660/- 45 days 09-09-2022  “A”, “B”, 
“C” &“D”

1. Date of Publishing  02-09-2022 at 1100 hours.
2. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 1130 hours on 02-09-2022
i. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website http://jktenders.gov.in from   03-09-2022 to 08-09-2022 upto 1600 

Hrs. The bids received will be opened at 1100 hours on 09-09-2022 on line.  
ii. The complete bidding process will be on line.
iii. Technical bids of bidders shall be opened on line in the office of Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar on 09-09-2022 

at 1100 Hrs.  
iv. The lowest bidder i. e. L1 shall be intimated to deposit the original copy of required earnest money in shape of CDR/ FDR and hard 

copies of all relevant documents as mentioned in clause 2 of general instructions to the bidders within five days from opening of 
financial bids.

v. In light of Govt. Notification issued by Finance Department Civil Secretariat Vide No. A/24(2017)-651 dated:- 07-06-2018, the bidder 
must upload the copy of challan / receipt on account of cost of tender documents remitted in the treasury concerned for that the 
bidders must write an application to be addressed to treasury officer concerned requesting therein for remittance of amount as cost 
of tender documents towards M. H. 0055/ Revenue (others).

vi. The cost of tender documents should be submitted by the bidder in shape of treasury challan / receipt and upload the same.
3. Earnest Money:- The earnest money deposit (EMD @ 2% of advertised cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer 

PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar of the successful bidder (L1) shall be released, only after defect liability period, the DLP shall be 
calculated from the date of successful completion of the work to the satisfaction report of Engineer incharge. 

4. Performance Security :- In case, the successful bidder found unbalanced i.e. 15% or below the advertised cost, shall have to produce 
performance security @ 3% of the quoted cost in shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ 
Srinagar within 5-days after opening of price bid and shall be released after successful completion of the work. The Bank Guarantee 
should be valid for 45 days beyond DLP.

5. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in Bid documents contain qualifying criteria 
for bidder, specifications, bill of quantities, conditions and other details.

6. The site for the work is available. The intending bidders are strongly advised to inspect the site of work before bidding.
7. Financial Bids will be opened on line in the office of the Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/Srinagar. If the office happens to be 

closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
8. The bid for the work shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. If any bidder / tenderer 

withdraws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest 
money shall stand forfeited.

9. No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted Officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in an Engineering 
Department of the Government is allowed to work as a Contractor for a period of two years after his retirement from Government 
service, without permission of the Government. This contract is liable to be cancelled if either the contractor or any of his employees 
is found any time to be such a person who had not obtained the permission of the Government as aforesaid before submission of the 
tender or engagement in the Contractor’s Service.

10. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.  
11. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
i. The interested bidder can download the NIT/bidding document from the website http://jktenders.gov.in
ii. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get (DSC) “Digital Signature Certificate” as per Information Technology Act-2000, 

to participate in online bidding. This certificate will be required for digitally signing the bid. Bidders can get above mentioned digital 
certificate from any approved vendors. The Bidders, who already possess valid (DSC) Digital Signature Certificates, need not to 
procure new Digital Signature Certificate.

iii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. The bids cannot be uploaded without Digital 
Signature. No Proposal will be accepted in physical form.

iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para 2(III).
v. Before submission of online bids, bidders must ensure that scanned copies of all the necessary documents have been attached with bid.
vi. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids whatsoever reasons may be.
vii. All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
viii. Bidders can contact the undersigned for any guidance for getting DSC or any other relevant details in respect of e-tendering process. 
ix. Original Registration certificate of GST No. shall be uploaded on line.
12. The guidelines for submission of bid online can be  downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in
13. No construction material shall be supplied by Police Construction Division, PHQ .However; the brands of the material will be approved 

by Engineer Incharge of the concerned site in consultation with Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K. 
14. In case of any typographical error, if found in the rates or units etc. the same shall be corrected and paid as per sanctioned schedule 

of rates 2020 in vogue with contractor’s Tender  appreciation/depreciation.
15. Any item of work not advertised in the rate list but found necessary during execution of work should be got approved by the 

competent authority before proceeding further beyond the allotment and  payment for the same shall be made on sanctioned 
schedule of rates 2020 and LMR with contractor’s overall appreciation/depreciation.

No:-e-NIT/EE-PCD/PHQ/2022-23/7210-17 Sd/-
Dated: 01-09-2022. Executive Engineer
DIPK-9138-22 PCD (PHQ) J&K Jmu/Sgr.

J&K Colleges To Get Ranking On 
Performance, Excellence: Kansal
Says Ranking To Be 
Carried Out On Basis 
Of Asset Of Transparent 
Criterion, Unique Index

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a first in J&K, per-
formance of the colleges will be 
judged through comprehensive 
ranking system to be launched 
by Higher Education Depart-
ment (HED).

Regarding this innovative ini-
tiative, Principal Secretary HED 
and Information Department, 
Rohit Kansal says ranking of all 
Higher Educational Institutions 
in J&K would be carried out on 
the basis of asset of transparent 
criterion and a unique index, 
an official spokesperson said 
Friday.

He said that the Depart-
ment has roped in IIT Jammu 
as knowledge partner to de-
sign the unique index as well 
as a special portal to collect the 
information and rank the col-
leges.

“The MoU would be signed 
between the Directorate of Col-
leges J&K and the IIT Jammu 
soon. The two autonomous col-
leges of J&K viz. GDC Baramulla 
and GCW Parade would assist 
the Directorates of Higher Edu-
cation in the unique initiative,” 
he said.

“A core team would be drawn 
from Govt College Parade, GDC 
Baramulla and Director Col-
leges to help in the creation of 
indices and primary data would 

be provided by the department 
to the IIT team for formulation 
of ranking indices,” he added.

According to the spokesper-
son, the IIT team would be re-
sponsible for creating an index 
of colleges based on the depart-
ment’s suggestions, creation of 
an online portal/ dashboard and 
processing of raw data to pre-
pare the final college rankings.

He said that the rankings 
would be a useful guide for 
students in making a decision 
about whether a college is do-
ing well in a general academic 
area compared with its peer 
institutions. Earlier the percep-
tion data was the major factor 
for choosing colleges in J&K by 
student community which was 
sometimes “misleading and 
amenable to manipulation”.

He further added that now 
with the initiative hard quan-
tifiable data would provide a 
more reliable basis for building 
a ranking matric.

“The reliance on quantifiable 
data presents a result- or out-
put-oriented approach in defin-

ing top colleges. The ranking is 
helpful in evaluating institu-
tions based on what they have 
achieved over the last year,” the 
spokesperson said.

He said that the performance 
of the college in a diverse range 
of activities including academ-
ics, sports activities, research, 
placement, innovation, diversity, 
quality would be used to devel-
op an index which in turn would 
be used to rank the colleges.

“The IIT Jammu management 
is very much happy at the op-
portunity of carrying out such 
an exercise which would be 
among the first such initiatives 
in the country,” he added.

Notably, Higher Education 
Department has already de-
clared 2022 as the year of Excel-
lence and all the colleges have 
been given broad guidelines for 
achieving excellence under five 
broad segments: Achievements 
under Academic Excellence, En-
hancing Skills and Employabili-
ty, Research and Innovation, My 
College My Pride, Rewarding Ef-
forts and Achievement.

SRINAGAR MUNICPAL CORPORATION
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

LEFT RIVER WORKS DIVISION
Ph. No.  0194-2458118     Email: lrwdsmc@gmail.com

FRESH SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
 INVITING E- TENDERS

NIET NO: 35e-Tendering/2022-23 Dated:31-AUGUST-2022
For and on behalf of the Srinagar Municipal Corporation, e-tenders are invited on Percentage Basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors for the following work:-

Sl. No. Name of work Est. Cost
(In Lacs)

Cost of Tender 
Document

(Non-refundable)

Earnest 
Money 
(CDR)

Time of 
Completion in 
days/ Weeks

Class of 
Contractor

(Civil)

Technical
Sanction/

Dated

Head of 
Account

1.
Re-development of 
SMC office com-
pound at karanagar

Rs. 29.97/- Rs. 1500/- Rs. 59940/- 25 days 
strictly 

AAY/
BEE

T.S 546
Dated:

30/08/2022

City Grants
Capex

 2022- 23
•	 Accord of Administrative Approval:
► Order No. 1603 SMC of 2022, Dated: 23-08-2022.
Other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

CRITICAL DATE SHEET
1 Publish date 31-08-2022
2 Document download date 31-08-2022    04:00 PM    To        06-09-2022  04:00 PM
3 Bid submission/uploading  date 31-08-2022    04:00 PM    To        06-09-2022  04:00 PM
4 Bid Opening  date 07-09-2022    11:00 AM
5. Submission of hard copy for successful bidder 08-09-2022    10:00 AM   To  04:00 PM

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
1. The Earnest Money (EMD) in respect of the advertised Cost of the work should be 2% inshapeCDR/FDR pledged to 

Executive Engineer LRWD SMC.EMD2% of the successful bidder will be discharged when the bidder has signed the 
Agreement & furnished the required Performance Security

2. TheL-1contractorshallhavetofurnishtheperformancesecurity@3%inshapeCDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer 
LRWD SMC of the value of contract valid till DLP before issuance of LOA / LOI. In case of L-1 failing to provide 
performancesecurity @3% for theworkswithin 7 daysafter being notified, his bid shall be cancelledand work shall be 
executed through other sources U/R at the risk , cost and responsibility of L1.

3. In Case of Holidays/office happens to be closed on the date of opening of bids. Bids will be opened on the next working 
day at the same time and venue.

4. The intending tenderer/bidder should attach sales tax clearance certificate with upto dateValidation without which 
no tenders/bids will be entertained.

5. The bid shall be opened online in the Office of Executive Engineer LRWD, SMC at Old Funds office Building Karan Nagar 
near National School Municipal Park on 07-09-2022    11:00 AM.

6. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Bank Receipt pledged in favour of Chief Accounts 
Officer SMC in the Municipal Account No: 0216010200000007 payable at J&K Bank Brach. Scanned copy of the same 
with mentionof NIET No. & Serial no. to be uploaded along with all other documents. The bidder shall be barred / 
black list as per law for tender fee in form of Bank Receipt. Tender fee receipt and other relevant documents including 
Bid Security (CDR/FDR) dully filled up, if found with any ambiguity or unattested, correction / overwriting for any 
work, such tender / bid shall be considered as invalid bid and shall be out rightly rejected and action U/R shall be 
initiated.The Bid shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the Bid due date. 

No.SMC/EELRWD/1694-1703  Sd/-
Dated:31-AUGUST-2022.  Er. Sajad Ahmad Kawoosa,
DIPK-NB-3603-22  Executive Engineer,

Left River Works Division, Srinagar Municipal Corporation. 

Apni Party To Raise Statehood 
Demand With LG: Bukhari

Efforts On To Neutralize 
Splinter Terror Groups In 
Rajouri-Poonch: Police

Muslims Perform 
Last Rites of KP 
Woman In Shopian

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In a classic act of communal har-
mony and amity, members of Muslim commu-
nity Friday performed last rites of an elderly 
Pandit woman in Pargochi village in south-
Kashmir’s Shopian district.

Chunni Devi, 75, wife of Chunni Lal Kanna, 
died of prolonged illness on Thursday night.

Soon after news about the death broke, 
locals of the area flocked to the residence of 
‘Chunni Ji’. After consoling the bereaved family 
overnight, the members of Muslim commu-
nity this morning arranged wood and carried 
the body to crematorium besides performing 
other necessary rituals – in accordance with 
Hindu religion. Many elders and women were 
seen visiting the family to offer condolences 
on the death of  elderly woman. (GNS) 

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Apni Party president Altaf 
Bukhari on Friday said a party 
delegation would call on Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
soon to formally demand the 
restoration of Jammu and Kash-
mir's statehood.

Addressing a press conference 
here, Bukhari also demanded 
the release of the youths who 
were detained in Kashmir Valley.

Bukhari said when his party 
was formed, it had three main 
agendas -- protection of job and 
land rights of Jammu and Kash-
mir residents and the restora-
tion of statehood.

"We got the order of job res-
ervation even though there is 
a point of domicile. But when 
the statehood is restored and a 
government is in place, we will 
restore the PRC (permanent res-
ident certificate) for the citizens 
of J-K," he said.

There is 95 per cent protec-
tion of land as agricultural land 
cannot be brought by non-resi-
dents, he added.

Bukhari said a delegation of 
his party will call on the lieuten-
ant governor to seek the resto-
ration of Jammu and Kashmir's 
statehood.

"We held a meeting today 
where everyone unanimously 
decided that a delegation of 
Apni Party will meet the LG and 
demand the restoration of state-
hood formally," he said.

He said during his pub-
lic meetings in the last three 
months, people have been advo-

cating the demand for the resto-
ration of Jammu and Kashmir's 
statehood.

"We will also submit memo-
randums to the LG through 
Deputy Commissioners in all 
the 20 districts across J-K. We 
want to register and achieve 
the statehood which was taken 
away from us on August 5, 2019, 
he said.

He said the prime minister 
and the Union home minister 
had promised in Parliament that 
Jammu and Kashmir's statehood 
would be restored.

The former state minister also 
demanded the release of the 
youths detained in Kashmir Val-
ley in the past few months.

"Preventive detentions have 
taken place in the last few 
months. First they (authorities) 
said it was to maintain law and 
order. Then they said it was for 
the smooth conduct of the Ama-
rnath Yatra. Now that the Yatra is 
over and it concluded smoothly, 
we demand that all the youths in 
jails be released, he said.

He said there was a draconian 
system of detaining people for 
some faults of their relatives.

They are not given employ-
ment. Some are told the veri-
fication of their credentials is 
awaited. "Should we then hang 
our youths in Lal Chowk as there 
is no future for them," he said.

Asked about the apprehen-
sions of outsiders being added 
to the electoral rolls in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Bukhari said the 
government had given assur-
ances that there would be no 
wrongdoing.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Admitting the pres-
ence of about three splinter mil-
itant groups in the twin border 
districts of Rajouri and Poonch 
in Jammu and Kashmir, a senior 
police officer said security forc-
es are making efforts to neutral-
ise them.

Deputy Inspector General of 
Police, Rajouri-Poonch range, 
Haseeb Mughal said search and 
cordon operations in broader 
areas are taking place on almost 
daily basis to provide a sense of 
security among the people and to 
ensure they continue their nor-
mal activities without any fear.

On August 11, two suspected 
militants of Pakistan-based 
Jaish-e-Mohammed outfit 
launched a pre-dawn suicide 
attack on an Army camp in Ra-
jouri, marking the return of fi-
dayeen' to Jammu and Kashmir 
after more than three years.

Both the militants were shot 
dead after an over four-hour 
gunbattle, while five soldiers 
were also killed in the incident.

"Police and other (security) 
agencies have prior informa-
tion about movement of terror-
ists who took advantage of the 
natural camouflage in the shape 
of wild growth and vegetation, 
a normal phenomenon during 
monsoon...After that attack (on 
August 11), security was further 
heightened and an alert was 
sounded in view of the presence 
of two to three more splinter 
terrorist groups in the Pir Panjal 

region," the police officer said 
during an interaction on social 
networking site Facebook.

He said the militant groups 
are on the radar of security 
agencies and are being regularly 
followed to neutralise them as 
soon as possible.

"A contact was established 
with one such group (within a 
week of the first attack) but they 
slipped away taking advantage 
of inclement weather and dark-
ness coupled with dense forest," 
Mughal said.

Migrant Worker 
Shot At In Pulwama, 
Hospitalized

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Unidentified terrorists 
on Friday opened fire at a migrant 
labourer in South Kashmir's Pul-
wama district, a police official said. 
Victim Muneerul Islam hails from 
West Bengal. He has been shifted 
to hospital, the official said.

The incident took place in the 
Ugergund area in the morning. An in-
quiry is being carried out, he added.

“Terrorists fired upon one out-
side labourer Muneerul Islam S/O 
Abdul Karim R/O West Bengal at 
Ugergund Newa in #Pulwama. He 
has been shifted to district hospi-
tal Pulwama where his condition 
is stated to be stable. Area #cor-
doned off. Further details shall 
follow,” Kashmir Police posted on 
its official Twitter handle.

J&K Felicitated By FICCI For 
e-Governed VCS Initiative

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government was Fri-
day awarded Federation of In-
dian Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FICCI) Smart Policing 
Awards 2021 for the e-governed 
Vigilance Clearance System 
(VCS) initiative.

The smart digital initiatives 
by J&K, under the dynamic lead-
ership of Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha, among which the e-
governance initiative i.e. Vigilance 
Clearance System (VCS), taken by 
General Administration Depart-
ment (GAD), and under able guid-
ance of worthy Chief Secretary, 
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, the Infor-
mation Technology landscape of 
Governance in J&K has witnessed 

transformational change and nu-
merous government services have 
been made online.

The award is a great achieve-
ment for the J&K Govt, as among 
the 2200 nominations received 
from across the country under 
different categories for Smart Po-
licing Awards, the e-governed VCS 
was awarded among 19 awards.

The GAD and Anti Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) over these years has 
transformed and brought efficien-
cy and transparency in the system.

The VCS has transformed the 
process of issuance of No Ob-
jection Certificates/Vigilance 
Clearances to the government 
employees within a very short 
span of time without requiring 
submitting application in per-
son sans follow up.
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Injured Jadeja Ruled 
Out Of Asia Cup 2022

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: India all-rounder Ra-
vindra Jadeja was on Friday 
ruled out of the remainder of 
the Asia Cup due to a knee in-
jury and Axar Patel will replace 
him in the squad.

Jadeja had made a significant 
contribution with the bat in In-
dia's five-wicket win over Paki-
stan, making crucial 35 runs off 
29 balls on August 28.

The Saurashtra all-rounder 
did not get to bat against Hong 
Kong but returned tidy figures 
with the ball, conceding only 15 
runs from his four overs with a 
wicket.

"The All-India Senior Selec-
tion Committee has named 
Axar Patel as the replacement 
for Ravindra Jadeja in the ongo-
ing Asia Cup," the BCCI said in a 
statement.

"Ravindra Jadeja has sus-

tained a right knee injury and is 
ruled out of the tournament. He 
is currently under the supervi-
sion of the BCCI medical team.

"His replacement, Axar Patel 
was earlier named as one of the 
standbys in the squad and will 
join the team in Dubai soon."

Axar comes into the tourna-
ment, having recently played 
the ODIs in Zimbabwe. He was 
also part of the squad on tours 
of West Indies and England.

Chaubey Beats 
Bhutia To Become 
AIFF’s First 
Player-President 

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) on Friday got a former player as its presi-
dent for the first time in its 85-year history 
when Kalyan Chaubey trounced the legendary 
Bhaichung Bhutia in the election for the top 
post here.

The 45-year-old Chaubey, who played as a 
goalkeeper, emerged winner with a compre-
hensive 33-1 margin -- a result that was ex-
pected as former captain Bhutia did not have 
many supporters in the 34-member voters' list, 
made up of state association representatives.

Chaubey's last two predecessors -- Priya Ran-
jan Dasmunsi and Praful Patel -- were full-time 
politicians.

The 'Sikkimese Sniper', also 45, is one of the 
biggest legends in Indian football and his candi-
dature had got the elections additional traction.

Chaubey, a BJP politician who lost the last 
parliamentary election for the Krishnanagar 
seat in West Bengal, never played for the India 
senior team though he was in the squad on a 
few occasions.

He, however, played for India in age-group 
international tournaments. He was also a for-
mer goalkeeper at Mohun Bagan and East Ben-
gal, both heavyweights in Indian club football 
with a rich legacy. 

Pakistan Thrash 
Hong Kong To 
Set Up Sunday 
Date With India

Press Trust of India

SHARJAH: Pakistan mauled Hong Kong by 155 
runs in a must-win group league game to enter 
the Super 4 stage of the Asia Cup here on Friday.

The win sends Pakistan into the Super 4 stage 
with their first outing against India on Sunday, 
September 4.

Sent into bat, Mohammad Rizwan and Fakhar 
Zaman scored fifties to guide Pakistan to a 
commanding 193 for two. Rizwan remained 
unbeaten on 78 not out off 57 balls, while Za-
man scored 53 off 41 balls.

Ehsan Khan (2/28) picked up two wickets for 
Hong Kong.

Pakistan then produced a lethal bowling dis-
play to bundle out Hong Kong for 38 in 10.4 
overs.

Shahdab Khan (4/8) was the pick of the bowl-
ers for Pakistan.

Brief Scores: 
Pakistan: 193 for 2 in 20 overs (Mohammad 

Rizwan 78 not out, Fakhar Zaman 53; Ehsan 
Khan 2/28).

Hong Kong: 38 all out in 10.4 overs (Nizakat 
Khan 8; Shadab Khan 4/8, Mohammad Nawaz 
3/5).

JKSC’s ‘My Youth My Pride’ 
Attracts Sports Enthusiasts

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Sports Council on Friday 
said that its special initiative, My 
Youth My Pride, is gaining popu-
larity and dozens of clubs and 
sports organisations are rushing 
to its head office to tie up with 
organisers for the programme.

The JKSC statement added 
that Secretary Nuzhat Gul has 
received scores of such delega-
tions over many days.

MYMP’s Ice-Stock Champi-
onship, organised by JKSC and 
J&K Ice Stock Association in the 
Gindun Sports Complex Rajbagh, 
Srinagar entered its second day, 
on Friday.

On the day one of the cham-
pionship, Kupwara men com-
prising Aadil Manzoor Peer and 
Navaid Nabi bagged the top slots 
in the individual target men, 
while Srinagar’s Ashiq Sultan 
and Shopian’s Burhan Qayoom 
jointly shared the third place.

Srinagar eves compensated 
for the men in individual target 
women by bagging all the three 
positions with Simran Mehraj 
bagging the gold, Azhar fatima 
clinching Silver and Basira Am-
reen Khan getting hold of bronze 
but she had to share the third 
slot with her counterpart Me-
hwish Rashid from Budgam.

Events in the individual tar-
get for boys and girls were also 
held later on Thursday in which 
Srinagar district dominated the 

proceedings in both the catego-
ries clinching top two positions 
in both categories.

Simran Mehraj and Azhar Fati-
ma clinched Gold and Silver med-
als respectively in girl’s category 
while Kiraan-ul Khair Wani and 
Ibaad-u-Lone bagged top two po-
sitions in the Boys category. The 
third position in both the catego-
ries was shared by Basira Amreen 
Khan from Budgam and Mehwish 
Rashid Srinagar for girls and Hu-
zaifa Farooq from Pulwama and 
Sozan Nazir from Kupwara.

On Day 2 of the championship, 
team target events in women, 
men, girls and boys categories 
were held.

The target men's team gold 
went into the kitty of Kupwara 
while Srinagar A bagged the 
gold and Srinagar B and Pulwa-
ma settled for bronze. Similarly 
in women team target Scarlet 
Queens of Srinagar pocketed 
gold while team 4-Musketeers 
bagged silver and teams of dis-
trict Baramulla and Bandipora 
jointly shared bronze medal.

In boys team target category 
Extreme Srinagar and Growth 
Sports Kupwara bagged gold and 
silver medals respectively while 
Anantnag and Ganderbal shared 
third spot.

Similarly in the girls team target 
category T.F Sports and Fantastic 
Team from Pulwama bagged gold 
and silver medals while Growth 
Sports Kupwara and Srinager 
jointly shared third place.

DYSS Anantnag Organises 
Sports Activities

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Department 
of Youth Services and Sports 
(DYSS) Anantnag organised vari-
ous sports activities on Friday, 
on directions of District Admin-
istration and to raise awareness 
against drug abuse.

A District Level Inter Zonal 
Cricket competition for Un-
der-14 and Under-17 Boys was 
held at two venues of Sports 
Stadium Anantnag and Sports 
Stadium Naanil.

Before the start of the competi-
tion a pledge was taken by the play-
ers to fight against the drug abuse.

In the first match of the Un-
der-17 boys, Zone Anantnag and 
Bijbehara locked horns. Zone 
Anantnag won the toss and de-

cided to bat first, scoring 124 
runs in the allotted 20 overs 
with Ananyat scoring 33 runs 
and Sehran taking 3 wickets for 
Bijbehara. In response Zone Bhi-
jbehra won the match with 3 
wickets in hand.

In another match, Zone Sriguf-
wara scored 114 runs and in reply 
Zone Mattan achieved this tar-
get with 6 wickets in hand. Haris 
played a brilliant knock 56 not out. 

On Friday, the final match of 
Inter Zonal District Level U-14 
boys cricket tournament was 
played at Sports Stadium Anant-
nag, between Zone Mattan and 
Zone Dooru. Dooru won the toss 
and decided the bat first, scor-
ing 72/10 in 11.2 overs. Mattan 
chased target the chase in 10.2 
overs to win the tournament.

Tribute Football Match 
Held At Bandipora

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: A tribute football 
match in the memory of late 
Irshad Ahmad sofi popularly 
known as "Shadaa" was held 
at SK Stadium, Bandipora on 
Thursday. 

The match was organised by 
Bandipora Football Committee 
in collaboration with District 
Administration Bandipora and 
was played between SFA Ban-
dipora and Downtown FC under 
floodlights to add sports fever 
and enthusiasm among players 
and spectators. 

The SK Stadium was jam 
packed with spectators to boost 
the morale of players.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Bandipora, Dr. Owais Ahmed 

said that Sports is necessary for 
distraction from drugs. He said 
the tribute match organised by 
Bandipora Football committee 
in collaboration with District 
Administration is meant to raise 
the awareness regarding drug 
menace and ill effects of drugs.

Dr. Owais said sports are a 
positive reinforcement that can 
transform the lives of addicts by 
restoring healthy habits while 
doing away with drugs. 

The tribute match was also 
attended by Chairman MC Ban-
dipora, Joint Director Planning 
Imtiyaz Ahmad and other of-
ficers from Civil Administration 
and police. 

The match ended at 9:30 pm 
with SFA Bandipora registering 
a thumping win against Down-
town FC by 3-1.

English Football Flaunts 
Financial Power In $2.2 
Billion Spending Spree

Agencies

A record spending spree 
by Premier League clubs 
in the summer transfer 

market passed the $2.2 billion 
mark before the window closed 
Thursday with Manchester Unit-
ed, Manchester City, Liverpool 
and — belatedly — Chelsea all 
signing players to conclude the 
reshaping of their squads.

The headline transfer on a typ-
ically frantic final day of trading 
was the arrival of Brazil winger 
Antony at United from Ajax for 
$95 million, making him the 
fourth expensive player in Pre-
mier League history and foot-
ball’s most expensive deadline-
day signing.

That took United’s total spend 
in this wildest of transfer win-
dows to about $240 million — a 
figure only topped in the whole 
of Europe by Chelsea, which fi-
nally signed an out-and-out 
striker in Pierre-Emerick Au-
bameyang from Barcelona. In 
the club’s first transfer window 
in the post-Roman Abramovich 
era, Chelsea spent a staggering 
$280 million.

Man City’s signing of Switzer-
land center back Manuel Akanji 
for $17.5 million felt low-key by 
comparison, while Liverpool’s 
only move — the loan signing of 
Brazil international Arthur Melo 
from Juventus — was still sig-
nificant as it strengthened the 
team’s injury-hit midfield.

Fuelled by income from huge 
global broadcasting deals worth 
about 10 billion pounds ($11.8 
billion) over three seasons, Pre-
mier League clubs have reverted 
to pre-pandemic levels of spend-
ing — and then some — to leave 
the rest of Europe in its wake.

England’s top-flight clubs 
spent about the same on play-
ers as those in the top leagues in 
Spain ($500 million), Italy ($750 
million), Germany ($485 million) 
and France ($540 million) com-
bined, according to calculations 
by the Transfermarkt website.

The net spend of the Premier 
League teams was $1.35 bil-
lion, compared to Italy ($8 mil-
lion) and Spain ($64 million). In 
France and Germany, the leagues 
actually made a profit according 
to Transfermarkt.

Summing up the outrageous 
splurge by English clubs was 
the business conducted by Not-
tingham Forest since securing a 
return to the Premier League for 
the first time since 1999.

Forest signed three players 
on deadline day to take its total 
number of incomings across the 
window to a remarkable 21, at a 
cost of $160 million.

The Premier League’s record 
for spending in a single season — 
covering both summer and win-
ter transfers windows — previ-
ously stood at 1.86 billion pounds 
($2.18 billion) in 2017-18.

That figure was surpassed in 
this transfer window alone.


