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Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar 
Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar Turkish Burger
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A wholesome meal 
for people on the go

S H O R T  T A K E S

‘For Sovereignty And Integrity Of Nation’

Govt Nod To VDGs For Self Protection, Checking Trans-Border Movement
Missing Soldier’s 
Body Found 
After 38 Years
Press Trust Of India

Haldwani (U’khand): The body 
of an army jawan was found in 
an old bunker in Siachen, 38 
years after he went missing in 
an avalanche while on patrol.

The Sainik Group Centre 
in Ranikhet on Sunday iden-
tified the body as that of 
Chandrashekhar Harbola of the 
19 Kumaon Regiment. Harbola 
was part of a 20-member troop 
that was dispatched to the 
world’s highest battlefield for 
‘Operation Meghdoot’ to fight 
Pakistan in 1984.

 During patrolling, they came 
into the grip of an ice storm. 
While the bodies of 15 soldiers 
were recovered, those of the 
other five could not be found 
and Harbola was one among 
them. His wife More on P6

Strikes, Stone 
Pelting In Kashmir 
Now History: LG
‘We Have Launched The Final And 
Decisive Assault On Terrorism’

THREE YEARS AGO, PRIME MINISTER 
NARENDRA MODI JI LAID THE 
FOUNDATION FOR MODERN AND equitable 

socio-economic development in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Under his guidance, J&K has been making remarkable 
achievements for the holistic development of the region.

VDGS ARE THE UNOFFICIAL FIRST LINE 
OF DEFENCE IN J&K to counter militants 
at initial stages. That’s why they’ll be trained 

in the handling of new weapons and drone warfare. 
Police will also work on improving communication 
with these members during emergency to reduce 
delays when responding to militants.”

I-Day Parade In Srinagar Passes Off Peacefully
7500 Sqft Tricolour 
Displayed At Dal Lake

A 7,500 sqft tricolor 
reached the Dal Lake 
here on Monday after 

traveling through the length 
and breadth of the country.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha visited the Dal Lake and 
saluted the 7500 sqft Tricolour 
displayed on the Banks of Dal 
Lake at SKICC.
“It was a joyous moment 
for me to salute our beloved 
tricolour”,Sinha said, as per an 
official spokesperson.
The LG, he said, maintained 
that it is a matter of great pride 
for us that J&K is hosting the 
National flag of such huge 
dimensions under ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’ Utsav. More on P6

PM Sets 'Panch Pran' 
Target For Next 25 Years

NGT Orders Halt 
On Shali Ganga 
Stream Mining
Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has restrained 
a Gurugram-based construc-
tion company from undertaking 
mining in Shali Ganga stream of 
district Budgam.

According to an order, a copy 
of which lies with Kashmir 
Observer, the NGT has ordered 
NKC Projects Pvt Ltd to restrain 
carrying out any mining activi-
ties pursuant to the impugned 
Environmental clearance (ECs)

It may be noted that the NKC 
Project Pvt. Ltd, holds the con-
tract for the Srinagar Semi Ring 
Road and uses the material from 
the Shali Ganga stream for con-
structing the road.

The Shali Ganga stream origi-
nates in the More on P6

Cop Injured In Nowhatta 
Encounter Dies

A policeman, who was injured 
in a ‘chance’ encounter with 
militants in the Old City of 

Nowhatta on Sunday, succumbed to 
his injuries at a hospital here, police 
said Monday.
"Police personnel namely Ct Sarfaraz 
Ahmad R/O Batote Ramban who was 
injured yesterday during an anti-
terrorist operation, succumbed to his 
injuries & attained More on P6

Shooting Stones Block 
Banihal Highway

The strategic 270-kilometres 
Jammu-Srinagar national 
highway was blocked on Monday 

due to mudslides and shooting stones 
in Ramban district, officials said.
“Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) 
blocked at Cafeteria, Mehar, Ramban 
due to mudslide and shooting stones. 
Also SSG road blocked at Drass due to 
cloud brust. However,  More on P6

273 Cases, Two Covid 
Deaths In J&K

Jammu and Kashmir reported 273 
fresh cases of novel Coronavirus 
on Monday while two more people 

succumbed to the deadly infection in 
the Union Territory during the last 24 
hours. According to officials, Kashmir 
Valley reported 239 new cases of 
Covid-19 while 34 others were detected 
from various districts of Jammu 
division, taking the total number of 
people infected since the onset of the 
pandemic in J&K to 474055.
In the Valley, officials said, Baramulla 
registered the highest 96 new cases 
of virus, Srinagar 60, Budgam 29, 
Anantnag 23, Kupwara 16, Pulwama 
9, Bandipora 5 and Kulgam 1. Shopian 
and Ganderbal More on P6

Missing Man Found 
Dead In Bijbehara

A man, who was missing for 
several days, was found dead 
along the banks of river Jhelum 

in Bijbehara area of Anantnag district, 
officials said Monday.
The body of Mohammad Ashraf Shah 
of Behi Bagh Kulgam was found
along the banks of river Jhelum in 
Zirpara village of Bijbehara on Monday 
afternoon, officials said. The body, they 
said, was spotted by some passersby 
and accordingly informed the police.
“The body was shifted from the site 
to GMC Anantnag for medico-legal 
and identification was made there”, 
the official said. A police official in the 
meantime said that the victim, as per 
his family, had More on P6

Mysterious Blast Creates 
Panic In Poonch

A mysterious blast happened 
during August 15 function in 
Nar Balakote area of Mendhar 

area of Poonch district on Monday, 
officials said.
A parked vehicle suffered damage 
in the blast but there was hardly any 
disturbance in the functioning with 
local sarpanch Aftab Khan unfurling 
tricolor at Panchayat Ghar, they said. 
There was no loss of life in the blast 
which took place some distance away 
from the venue, they said.
A police officer while confirming it 
to a local news agency GNS said that 
investigations have been launched 
into the incident. “It was a mysterious 
blast. Nature and other More on P6

Policeman Among 
2 Injured In 
Grenade Attacks

Two persons, including a 
policeman were injured in two 
grenade attacks by militants in 

Kashmir on Monday, police said.
The militants carried out two grenade 
attacks within an hour -- one at a 
minority habitation in Chadoora in 
Budgam district and another at Police 
Control Room in Srinagar, police said.
“#Terrorists hurled grenade in 
Gopalpora Chadoora area of #Budgam 
in which one civilian namely Karan 
Kumar Singh got injured. He has 
been shifted to Srinagar hospital for 
treatment where his condition is stated 
to be stable. Area #cordoned off. 
Further details shall More on P6

Zaid Bin Shabir

Srinagar: The Jammu & Kashmir 
Government’s home depart-
ment on Sunday accorded offi-
cial sanction for the creation of 
Village Defence Guards Scheme 
(VDGS)-2022, in an attempt to 
“inculcate an attitude of self 
protection in security matters 
amongst the local population 
and to uphold the sovereignty 
and integrity of the nation”.

In an order, a copy of which 
lies with Kashmir Observer, 
UT Administration’s Financial 
Commissioner Raj Kumar Goyal 
sanctioned the creation of 

VDGS-2022.
“In pursuance of the approval 

conveyed by the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of 
India vide referred commu-
nication and in supersession 

of the Government Order 
No.Home-293 of 1995, dated 
30.09.1995, sanction is hereby 
accorded to the creation of the 
Village Defence Guards Scheme 
(VDGS)-2022, as per the details, 
forming annexure to this Order. 

The Scheme shall come into op-
eration w.e.f. 15' August, 2022 
and shall have prospective ef-
fect,” reads the order.

Pertinently, in 1995, when 
militancy was at its peak, vil-
lage defence committees 

(VDCs) with 9-10 locals in bor-
der villages of Jammu were 
raised by New Delhi with an 
idea that these groups would 
tackle militancy that had spread 
from Kashmir to the Pir Panjal 
and Chenab Valley regions of 
Jammu. Initially, there were 
around 5,000 VDC members 
but over the years the numbers 
have risen to over 20,000.

As per the latest UT administra-
tion’s order, the aim of the Village 
Defence Guards Scheme (VDGs) 
is to organize a small group of 
volunteer armed civilians in the 
identified villages along the bor-
ders as well as More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Monday said the Union terri-
tory had put behind strikes and 
stone pelting and entered a new 
era of development and peace.

"We have launched the final 
and decisive assault on terror-
ism. The 1.30 crore people of 
Jammu and Kashmir should lend 
their voice in support of these 
efforts," Sinha said address-
ing the 76th Independence Day 
celebrations at Sher-e-Kashmir 
Cricket Stadium here.

He said there were no more 
strikes being called in Kashmir 
and the era of stone-pelting has 
been consigned to pages of history.

"There is no shutting down of 
markets or schools remaining 

closed for long periods," he added.
Sinha said Jammu and 

Kashmir had entered a new era 
of development, good gover-
nance and transparency.

"Jammu and Kashmir is on 
the move. I call upon every 
section of the society to make 
their valuable contribution to 
a happy, peaceful and prosper-
ous UT. On this Independence 
Day, let us take a pledge to make 
Jammu and Kashmir Nasha-
Mukt, Bhrashtachar-Mukt and 
Rozgaar-Yukt," he added.

In his 33-minute-speech, Sinha 
highlighted various steps taken by 
the government for taking devel-
opment to the grassroots level in 
Jammu and Kashmir and for im-
proving the basic amenities like 
electricity supply, drinking water, 
and education. More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Heightened secu-
rity, minus snapping of inter-
net services, marked the 76th 
Independence Day celebra-
tions in Kashmir as Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha pre-
sided over the main function 
at Sher-e-Kashmir cricket sta-
dium here.

However, the authorities did 
not snap internet services on 
mobile devices.

This year's celebrations were 
accentuated by the 'Har Ghar 
Tiranga' campaign launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
as national flags were literally 
hoisted in every nook and cor-
ner of the valley.

Flag hoisting ceremonies -- 
on a big scale in district head-
quarters and smaller scale in 
schools and other government 

offices -- were held at thou-
sands of places in the valley.

The main function was held 
at Sher-e-Kashmir cricket stadi-
um where contingents of varius 
belt forces and school children 
braved rains to march past the 
dias where Sinha took salute.

Earlier, Sinha inspected the 
parade by various contingents of 
police and other security forces.

After many years, the author-
ities did not snap internet ser-
vices on mobile devices, which 
had become a part of security 
drill on Independence Day and 
Republic Day after 2005 blast 
outside Bakshi stadium.

However, security arrange-
ments around the Sher-e-
Kashmir Cricket Stadium had 
been beefed up with only vehi-
cles carrying a special security 
clearance being allowed within 
1.5 kilometre More on P6

Asks People To 
Have 'Hatred' For 
Corruption, Nepotism
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Monday 
said the time has come to 
cleanse the country of corrup-
tion and nepotism and asked 
people to have 'nafrat' (ha-
tred) for these twin evils that 
go beyond politics, as he set a 
'Panch Pran' (five resolves) tar-
get to make India a developed 
nation in 25 years.

"The nation should now 
only be setting big goals. That 
big goal is a developed India 
and nothing less," Modi as-
serted in his ninth consecutive 

address from the ramparts of 
Red Fort on the country's 76th 
Independence Day, as he also 
highlighted the challenges of 
dynastic politics.

India has entered a decisive 
era in its battle against cor-
ruption which is "eating the 
country like termites", he said, 
adding corruption More on P6

Security personnel offer salute to the Tricolour displayed at Lal Chowk’s clock tower to mark 76th Independence Day on Monday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Teen Girls Find It More Difficult To Give Up Social Media Than Boys
IANS

Teen girls find it more difficult to quit social 
media platforms like TikTok, Instagram, Face-
book and YouTube than teen boys, according 
to a new survey by the Pew Research Center 

in the US.
When asked about the idea of giving up social media, 
54 per cent of teens say it would be at least some-
what hard to give it up, while 46 per cent say it would 
be at least somewhat easy.
"Teen girls are more likely than teen boys to 
express it would be difficult to give up social 
media (58 per cent vs 49 per cent)," the survey 
findings showed.
Conversely, a quarter of teen boys say giving up social 
media would be very easy, while 15 per cent of teen 
girls say the same.
"Older teens also say they would have difficulty giv-
ing up social media. About six-in-ten teens ages 15 
to 17 say giving up social media would be at least 
somewhat difficult to do. A smaller share of 13- to 
14-year-olds think this would be difficult," the sur-

vey revealed.
When reflecting on the amount of time they spend 
on social media generally, a majority of US teens (55 
per cent) say they spend about the right amount of 
time on these apps and sites, while about a third of 
teens (36 per cent) say they spend too much time on 
social media.
Beyond just online platforms, the vast majority 
of teens have access to digital devices, such as 
smartphones (95 per cent), desktop or laptop 
computers (90 per cent) and gaming consoles 
(80 per cent).
The study shows there has been an uptick in daily 
teen internet users, from 92 per cent in 2014-15 to 97 
per cent today.
In addition, the share of teens who say they are on-
line almost constantly has roughly doubled since 
2014-15.
While teens' access to smartphones has increased 
over roughly the past eight years, their access to 
other digital technologies, such as desktop or laptop 
computers or gaming consoles, has remained statisti-
cally unchanged, the survey said.

Older teens also say they would have difficulty giving up social media. About 
six-in-ten teens ages 15 to 17 say giving up social media would be at least somewhat 

difficult to do. A smaller share of 13- to 14-year-olds think this would be difficult

YouTube Plans To Launch 
Its Own Online Streaming Store
Agencies

Google-owned YouTube is working 
on to launch an online store like 
Apple TV and Amazon Prime Vid-
eo to let users subscribe to other 

streaming services and the new platform 
could be available as early as this fall.
According to a report in Wall Street Jour-
nal, the YouTube 'Channel Store' will allow 
consumers to choose streaming services 
through the main YouTube app.
The company is already in talks with en-

tertainment companies about participat-
ing in the YouTube marketplace.
The YouTube online store “has been in the 
works for at least 18 months”.
YouTube TV already has this capability for 
HBO, AMC+, Showtime, and many others.
"YouTube is discussing splitting subscrip-
tion revenue with streaming partners, al-
though the terms may vary widely for each 
partner,” the report mentioned.
The pitch is that the new YouTube chan-
nel store would offer great marketing for 
streaming services because “consumers 

could watch trailers of shows or movies 
free on YouTube and then easily pay to 
subscribe to the service”.
YouTube in 2020 for the first time dis-
cussed launching an online streaming 
video store.
Walmart is also planning to add streaming 
services as a new perk to its membership 
programme.
Netflix and other streaming services will 
be part of Verizon's new Plus Play sub-
scription manager.

This Drug Can Fight More Than 300 
Drug-Resistant Bacteria
IANS

A team of researchers have developed 
a novel drug molecule that can help 
ward off more than 300 drug-resistant 
bacteria.
Reported in ACS Central Science jour-
nal, the drug compound called fabi-
mycin, inhibited drug-resistant gram-
negative bacteria in lab experiments, 
as well as in mice with pneumonia and 
urinary tract infections.
Gram-negative bacteria are a class of 
microbes that infect millions of people 
worldwide, and are especially difficult 
to treat because they have strong defense 
systems -- tough cell walls that keep most 
antibiotics out and pumps that efficiently 
remove those antibiotics that get inside.
The microbes can also mutate to evade 
multiple drugs. Furthermore, treatments 
that do work aren't very specific, eradicat-

ing many kinds of bacteria, including those 
that are beneficial.
Fabimycin, developed by a team from the 
University of Illinois in the US, showed po-
tential to infiltrate the defences of gram-
negative bacteria and treat infections, while 
leaving other helpful microbes intact.
The team led by Paul Hergenrother, from 

the varsity's Department of Chemistry, 
started with an antibiotic that was ac-
tive against gram-positive bacteria and 
made a series of structural modifica-
tions that they believed would allow 
it to act against gram-negative strains.
Fabimycin proved potent against more 
than 300 drug-resistant clinical iso-
lates, while remaining relatively in-
active toward certain gram-positive 
pathogens and some typically harm-
less bacteria that live in or on the hu-
man body.
In addition, the new molecule reduced 
the amount of drug-resistant bacteria 

in mice with pneumonia or urinary tract 
infections to pre-infection levels or below, 
performing as well as or better than exist-
ing antibiotics at similar doses.
The researchers said the results show that 
fabimycin could one day be an effective 
treatment for stubborn infections.
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PRP, MESOTHERAPY FOR FACE AND HAIR, CHEMICAL PEELS, DMC PIXIGENUS MEDIFACIALS, 

IONOFACIALS, HYDRAFACIALS, CARBON PEEL, TATOO REMOVAL  LASER HAIR REMOVAL, SCALP 

MICROPIGMENTATION, MELASMA, WART REMOVAL MOLE REMOVAL, ACNE TREATMENT, UNDER 

EYE TREATMENT, MICRO BLADING, BB GLOW, SKIN WHITENING GLUTATHIONE IV DRIPS 

COLLAGEN/PEPTIDES TREATMENTS  AND MUCH MORE

Root Canal Treatment & Extraction (Adults & Kids)

Bridges (Crowns)

Restorations (Fillings)

Implants

Smile Designing with Emax Crowns

Veneering( Indirect & Direct)

Teeth Whitening In Office

Scaling

Braces and Invisalign

Fixed Orthodontics

Surgical Tooth Removal

Implants

Pediatric Dentistry

Aura Aesthetics
ADVANCED DENTISTRY & MEDICAL AESTHETICS

SKIN | HAIR | DENTAL & LASER CLINIC

Our Derma / Cosmetic Services

Our Dental Services

@AURA__Aesthetics          @AURA Aesthetics
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VVIP Wazwaan & A 
Bridge Too Far
GHULAM MUHAMMAD

S
opore: Even as the long wait for completion of the 
Hathishah bridge here is over, its formal opening awaits 
a ministerial indulgence. For a good two months, no 
minister or VIP has been available to cut the ribbon to 

enable the people benefit from its erec¬tion. The inordinate de-
lay &am generated resentment among the local people who have 
been inconvenienced due to its absence over the fears.

According to reports, the authorities had slated the formal 
inauguration of the bridge at least thrice so far. On every such 
occasion, the engi¬neers had to arrange the cus¬tomary feast, 
known as wazwan, for the august guests to partake. Obviously 
forces alleged, the charges on this ac¬count might have to be 
borne out of the funds provided for the main project.

Reports said the border Security force (BSF) personnel 
manning the security posts on filler side of the bridge were not 
allowing any vehicle to pass over the bridge on the plea that 
no minister had so far inaugurated it formally. However, they 
allowed some pedestrians selectively prohibiting the general 
public to walk over the bridge.

It may be recalled the speaker of the legislative as¬sembly, 
Abdul Ahad Vakil, was the one to crack an occasional whip to 
get the work on the bridge, which had been going on at a snails 
pace over the years, speeded up. He held several meetings with 
engineers and even promised its completion long ago. Now that 
the work is complete, no minister is available to Commission 
Bridge.

(Kashmir Observer, August 16, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4 :21

ZUHR 12:35

ASR 5:22

Magrib 7:21
ISHA 8: 48

•	 1940 -  45 German aircrafts shot down over Eng-
land

•	 1944 First flight of the Junkers Ju 287.
•	 1945 Puyi, the last Chinese Emperor and ruler of 

Manchukuo is captured by Soviet troops
•	 1946 -  Direct Action Day: Widespread riots erupt 

in Calcutta between Muslims and Hindus over 
whether Pakistan should be a separate state, 
killing over 4,000 and leaving 100,000 home-
less

•	 1948  - Arabs blow up Latrun pumping station 
in Jerusalem

•	 1948 -  Israeli pound becomes legal tender
•	 1953  - Shah of Persia Mohammed Reza Pahlavi 

& princess Soraya flee to Baghdad & Rome
•	 1959 -  USSR introduces installment buying
•	 1960  - Britain grants independence to crown 

colony of Cyprus
•	 1972  - Morocco King Hassan II's B727 shot dur-

ing failed coup attempt by General Mohamed 
Oufkir. Reportedly, King Hassan grabbed the ra-
dio and told the rebel pilots "Stop firing! The ty-
rant is dead!", fooling pilots to break off attack

•	 1984 -  NASA launches Ampte
•	 1987 -  Astrological Harmonic Convergence-

Dawn of New Age
•	 1988  - IBM introduces software for artificial in-

telligence
•	 1990  - China performs nuclear test at Lop Nor, PRC
•	 1990  - Iraq orders 4000 Britons & 2500 Ameri-

cans in Kuwait to Iraq
•	 2003 -  Cristiano Ronaldo (18) makes his debut 

for Manchester United and the Premier League 
in a 4–0 home victory over Bolton Wanderers

•	 2012 -  Wikileaks founder, Julian Assange is 
granted political asylum by Ecuador

•	 2012 -  113 people are killed and over 200 wound-
ed in a series of attacks across Iraq

•	 2017  - Lebanon parliament abolishes article 
522, which exempted rapists from prosecution if 
they married their victim

•	 2017 -  Three suicide bombers kill 27 people out-
side a refugee camp near Maiduguri in Borno 
state, Nigeria, Boko Haram suspected
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Working Women Complain Lack 
Of Prayer Spaces At Workplaces
Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: At a time when the num-
ber of working women in Kashmir is 
more than ever before, many women 
are finding it difficult to practice 
their faith while in their line of duty.

Working women say they find 
it hard to offer (Namaz) prayers at 
workplaces as offices lack prayer 
halls for women which makes it im-
possible for women to pray.

City women working in both 
private and public sectors say most 
workplaces lack washrooms de-
signed for women which would allow 
women to make ablution, a neces-
sary wash before prayers.

Saima Shafi aka Kralkoor, a pop-
ular female face from Kashmir, who 
works as a Civil Engineer working in 
the Public Works Department (PWD) 
took to Facebook to voice her disap-
pointment over the lack of prayer 
halls at many workplaces dominated 
by their male counterparts.

“ A Muslim regardless of his or 
her gender is entitled to pray namaz 
five times a day but lack of prayer 
halls at workplaces makes it impos-
sible to pray” Saima said.

She said working women find it 
difficult to use random washrooms 
at a public place because of security 
issues so it is the responsibility of 
employers to have these facilities at 
their workplaces.

In Srinagar city, while there is 
no dearth of mosques in the city, 
most mosques do not allow the en-
try of women.

“Providing working women with 
prayer halls and ablution rooms is 
more of a social and religious respon-
sibility, I think women should be al-
lowed to pray in mosques if it is in 
line with Islamic laws” Saima said.

“If a mosque allows entry of 
women, they can put up a small 
board so that women come to know 
about it” she added.

Juveria Javaid, a student pursu-
ing her graduation at Women’s college 
voiced similar views saying in most 
male dominated professions females 
find it hard to pray in their offices.

“Prayer halls specifically desig-

nated for women will provide a safe 
environment for females to pray, it 
will also allow them to share their 
ideas on social and religious issues”

“It will allow women to be more 
active in societal activities” she 
added. Faakirah, a practicing law-
yer, said it is a legal requirement for 
an employer to provide a separate 
washroom facility for females at the 
workplace.

“However, providing a prayer 
hall is not the mandate of the em-
ployer” she added.

 As the number of working wom-
en in Kashmir increases by the day 
and some of them defiant to enter 
mosques for prayers, the response it 
evokes from Kashmir's civil society 
remains to be seen.

inf

inf

Farooq Hoists Tricolour 
At His Residence
Agencies

Srinagar: The National 
Conference President and 
Member of Parliament 
from Srinagar Dr Farooq 
Abdullah on Monday hoist-
ed tricolour at his Gupkar 
residence in Srinagar.

On the country's 75th 
Independence Day, Dr Fa-
rooq Abdullah after hoist-
ing the tricolour at his 
Gupkar residence said, 
“Independence Day is sig-
nificant as it celebrates 

the valour and spirit of the 
freedom fighters includ-
ing Mahatma Gandhi, Ne-
taji Subhash Chandra Bose 
and countless others. They 
fought the yoke of British 
imperialism with utmost 
valour and zeal and won 
independence for the coun-
try. Our nation has come a 
long way since and made 
fast strides in every sec-
tor, there is much more to 
achieve.”

The function was at-
tended by staff and secu-
rity personnel. (GNS)

Chief Justice Mithal 
Hoists National Flag 
At High Court
Observer News Service

Srinagar:Chief Justice 
High Court of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh, Jus-
tice Pankaj Mithal today 
hoisted on Monday hoist-
ed National Flag at High 
Court premises in Srinagar 
to mark the celebrations of 
76th independence Day.

Justice Ali Moham-
mad Magrey, Justice 
Javed lqbal Wani, Jus-
tice Mohammad Akram 
Chowdhary, Justice Rahul 
Bharti, Justice Moksha 
Khajuria Kazmi, Justice 
Wasim Sadiq Nargal, Ad-
vocate General, DC Raina; 
Registrar General, Sanjeev 
Gupta, other Registry Of-
ficers, Assistant Solicitor 
General of India, Tahir 
Majid Shamsi, Senior Ad-
vocates, Additional Ad-
vocate Generals, Deputy 
Advocate Generals, Gov-
ernment Advocates, Cen-
tral Government Standing 
Counsels were also present 
on the occasion.

Officers from Adminis-

tration and Police and the 
officers and officials of the 
High Court, also attended 
the celebrations.

With same enthusi-
asm, the celebrations were 
also held in Jammu Wing 
of High Court wherein Jus-
tice Tashi Rabstan hoisted 
National Flag and Justice 
Sindhu Sharma, Justice 
Rajnesh Oswal, Justice 
Vinod Chatterji Koul, Jus-
tice Sanjay Dhar, Justice 
Puneet Gupta and Justice 
Mohan Lai also were also 
present on the occasion.

Besides, the Registrar 
Judicial, Jammu Wing, 
other Registry Officers 
and the officers/officials of 
the Jammu Wing of High 
Court also attended the cel-
ebrations.

The Independence Day 
celebrations were also held 
in all the District Court 
Complexes of the UTs of 
J&K and Ladakh where the 
National Flag was hoisted 
by the respective Principal 
District Judges in pres-
ence of other judicial offi-
cers and staff members.

Arun Haryani from Ahmedabad waves tricolor at Lal Chowk on the 76th anniversary of Indian's Independence. KO Photo Abid Bhat
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The diamond jubilee of independence was marked 
by the absence of a shutdown in Kashmir, as has 
otherwise been the norm over the past thirty 
years. There were also no protests or stone-

throwing. What is more, the day was celebrated in all 
government offices. The markets were awash with flags. 
The ABVP  led a Tiranga rally from Indira Nagar to Lal 
Chowk without being stopped anywhere. The govern-
ment didn’t even need to suspend the internet, a testa-
ment to the new normalcy in the Valley. 

The 75th Independence Day was especially well-pub-
licized in other parts of the nation. It is a huge milestone 
in the country’s march towards progress and prosper-
ity. And Prime Minister  Narendra Modi summed it up 
well in his speech at the Red Fort by laying out his vi-
sion of India 2047, as a fully developed and self-reliant 
economy. The PM spelled out big ideas for the future. 
In a speech that lasted 82 minutes, the PM urged the na-
tion to prepare for the challenge in the Amrit Kaal, the 
next 25 years,  by committing to fight corruption, dynas-
tic politics and nepotism. The PM didn’t make any new 
announcements but set out the ideas for India to follow 
going forward. He rose above party politics to address 
India’s challenges and opportunities. The accent on 
women’s empowerment stood out. The speech thus fit 
into the solemnity of the occasion. 

Incidentally, the 75th Independence Day came ten 
days after Jammu and Kashmir observed the third anni-
versary of the revocation of Article 370. And that the PM 
didn’t feel the need to mention Kashmir, an otherwise 
abiding national issue for the past seven decades, shows 
how far Kashmir has come on the path to normalcy. The 
union government now sees the problem as good as re-
solved. And the peace in the Valley on August 15 proves 
the union government right. 

Over the last three years, the situation in Kashmir 
has gone through a virtual metamorphosis. Leave aside 
intermittent extended unrests, even routine protests 
have disappeared. Militancy, although considerably 
abated, remains a challenge. Over 500 militants, 131 se-
curity personnel and 128 civilians have lost their lives in 
the union territory in militancy-related violence since 
August 5, 2019 when Article 370 was abrogated. And ac-
cording to an estimate, there are still 150-200 active mili-
tants in the Valley. 

That said, the situation in Kashmir has certainly 
come a long way. And it is acknowledged by one and all. 
There is a rub though. Despite the prevailing normalcy, 
people don’t feel that they are being trusted with the 
rights enjoyed by people in other parts of the country, 
a promise that formed the basis of the rationale for the 
withdrawal of Article 370.  The 75th Independence Day 
should thus be the occasion that the union government 
listens to this silent demand in the union territory and 
takes steps to address it.   

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Seen Off the Worse 

A
nother reason for comfort is that the RBI had pen-
cilled in an average inflation rate of 7.1 per cent for 
the second quarter (July, August and September). 
A 6.7 per cent print in July raises hopes that India 

might have seen off the worst of inflation for the time being. 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das hit the nail on the head when, 
on August 5 while announcing the latest monetary policy 
stance, he said: “The inflation trajectory is now poised at a 
decisive point. While there are incipient signs of a confluence 
of factors that could lead to further softening of domestic in-
flationary pressures, there remain significant uncertainties”.

The overall print of 6.7 per cent hides wide differences both 
across commodities as well as geographies. For instance, fuel 
inflation soared by almost 12 per cent in July. While housing 
inflation was below 4 per cent, food price inflation came in at 
6.8 per cent — down from 7.8 per cent in June. But within this 
broad rubric, prices of vegetables grew by almost 11 per cent, 
while prices of spices and edible oils grew by almost 13 per 
cent and 8 per cent, respectively. Inflation also varied across 
states. For example, the inflation rate was as low as 4.1 per 
cent in Delhi and as high as 8.9 per cent in Telangana. Assam, 
Gujarat, Haryana, and West Bengal are the other states where 
consumers were still experiencing inflation rates in excess of 
7.8 per cent, while Himachal, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka wit-
nessed a sub-5 per cent spike in the price level.

However, policy challenges remain. For one, despite 
some moderation, inflation is likely to be above 6 per cent for 
the current financial year; not to forget the fact that it was 
above 6 per cent in the last quarter (January to March 2022) 
of the last financial year. Since May, when the RBI reacted 
to April’s inflation spike by calling an unscheduled review, 
repo rates have gone up by 140 basis points to reach the pre-
pandemic level of 5.4 per cent.

Notwithstanding the recent moderation in inflation, 
steady economic recovery within India as well as a worsen-
ing balance of payment situation will likely force the RBI 
to raise repo rates by another 35 to 60 basis points in the 
remaining months of the current financial year. However, 
each effort to bring inflation back to the 4 per cent level will 
also come at the cost of economic growth.

Indian Express

K O  V I E W

Unabated Constructions and 
Alternate Building Blocks

Using ABM, C&D waste is the way out to protect our 
Rivers from further destruction

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

T
he increasing demand for sand in the 
construction sector is causing severe 
environmental degradation across 
the world. This is more challenging 

in Himalayan states as massive destruction of 
rivers and streams has been caused in recent 
years due to riverbed mining. The rivers and 
streams in Jammu & Kashmir have been dis-
figured and vandalized during the last one de-
cade as large amounts of sand is excavated on 
a daily basis. This was not as challenging 15 to 
20 years back when most of the work was done 
manually. However, as huge cranes and bull-
dozers are being used to excavate the sand from 
rivers, the destruction has increased manifold. 

The beautiful streams that had a distinc-
tive landscape a few years back look like bom-
barded places as huge trucks and bulldozers 
have not only caused destruction in riverbeds 
but the river embankments have been disfig-
ured as well. 

Unfortunately, this destruction is happen-
ing in the name of urbanisation and so called 
development. Earlier, due to high demand for 
timber , we destroyed our forests for almost 20 
to 25 years especially during the militancy in the 
1990s. That has come down to a great extent as 
imported timber came into our market. Yet, ex-
cessive use of sand and other  riverbed material 
(RBM) is threatening our rivers and streams.

Alternative Building Materials (ABMs)  
The construction sector has undergone 

a radical change especially during the last 2 
decades. In Jammu & Kashmir, particularly 
in Kashmir valley, huge houses and shopping 
malls are being constructed. Not only in cities 
and towns, we see huge mansions coming up in 
villages and remote areas of Kashmir. Agricul-
tural land is being sold to make huge mansions 
and shopping complexes. 

This is a matter of serious concern as the 
agriculture land holding is coming down dras-
tically. Unofficially, the agriculture land hold-
ing in Kashmir valley is less than ½ acre (4 
kanals) which was almost an acre only 15 years 
back. The paddy cultivation has come down 
drastically too. 

To create huge concrete structures 
we need more building material like 
bricks, sand,cement,gravel and quar-
ry stones.This is impacting our rivers 
,streams,mountains,karewas and agricultural 
land.The rates of building materials are also 
going exponentially high. A truck of sand is 
sold at Rs 13000 to 16000 on an average while 
the same was available only for Rs 6000 to 8000 
some 2 to 3 years back. 

Most of the streams and rivers have a lot 
of sand and other riverbed material left inside 
them as a large amount of RBM is excavated for 
construction of highways and roadways which 
is again destroying these natural resources. 
Can we afford to keep constructing huge con-
crete structures with traditional construction 
material like sand,bricks,cement,gravel,clay in 
Kashmir? No, not a chance. We have to go for a 
lookout for alternative building materials now. 
Our Government must create a separate cell for 
it, especially under the Public Works Depart-

ment (PWD) for this.Such cells should be set up 
in Municipalities and other local bodies.

ABMs are increasingly being  used to re-
place the conventional and traditional build-
ing materials like clay bricks , sand  etc. In 
some areas in Africa, earth based materials are 
modified with plant residues or animal dung to 
improve the durability and the architectural 
aesthetics of houses. Depending on the locally 
available resources and the level of affordabil-
ity of the residents, industrialised ABMs such 
as cement and lime are also being put into use 
in most Sub Saharan  African nations.

Alternative for Sand  
Concrete is an important material used  in 

the construction sector. It consists of cement 
and sand. Sand is mostly obtained from riv-
ers & streams and happens to be the primary 
materials used in manufacturing concrete. 
River sand used to be  found in abundance in 
Kashmir valley only a decade back and this 
was available on cheap rates as well. As more 
and more concrete structures started coming 
up its demand increased and this led to ille-
gal sand mining or riverbed mining. This has 
now turned into a mafia as Govt agencies are 
working in hand and glove with this mafia. A 
handful of honest officers in Geology & Ming 
Department,Police,Flood Control or Fisheries 
Departments who want to curb this menace 
are feeling suffocated and helpless. This author 
was forced to seek intervention of National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) as illegal riverbed min-
ing (RBM) continues in Doodh Ganga and Shali 
Ganga. The extraction of river sand affects the 
river ecological and surrounding agriculture 
land. The other disadvantages of using river 
sand are given as follows:
•	 Global scarcity of natural sand
•	 Growing demands for fine aggregates in 

construction
•	 Remotely located sand pits
•	 Presence of silt and clay in river sand

The non-availability of river sand and its 
huge cost has resulted in finding a new replace-
ment of sand in concrete. Thus, discovering the 
substitutes for sand has been of great impor-
tance in the field of construction.

Due to the depletion of good quality river 
sand, the manufactured sand commonly known 
as M-Sand is said to be the alternative to con-
ventional sand obtained from rivers , streams 
etc. M Sand is manufactured in industries/ 
quarries by crushing rocks, quarry stones or 
larger aggregate pieces into sand sized parti-
cles. For various construction works, different 
suitable grades of M-sand are used. The main 
advantage of M-sand is that it is cheaper than 
river sand. In many cities of India the price of 
M-sand is 50 % less than river sand. M-sand is 
considered to be the best construction material 
discovered in recent times.

For many years now, cement has been used 
with shredded plastic waste to make paver 
blocks. This not only reduces the cost of paver 
blocks when compared to that of conventional 
concrete paver blocks. Almost 60  lakhs tonnes 
of plastic waste is produced in India every 
year. By putting into use shredded waste plas-
tic , saw dust obtained from construction and 
demolition waste (C&D waste) , we can not only 
make efficient use of waste plastic but this will 
also reduce the pressure of landfills. Under 
C&D Rules 2016 , Govt has to provide facilities 
like land to entrepreneurs who wish to set up 
C&D waste management units.  Moreover 10 
to 20 % construction material used in public 
works  has made of C&D waste and this is part 
of the C&D Rules 2016   

Conclusion
As discussed above, we are fond of big 

houses for which a lot of building material is 
required. Thus, to obtain river sand or rubble 
or gravel will be  a challenging task very soon 
in the future. It is really unfortunate that 
people in Kashmir have been going for unnec-
essary constructions like making  huge shop-
ping complexes around residential areas. As 
per my personal experience, I see most of these 
shops remain un-utilized and are locked with 
shutters down since they were constructed. 
We have to stop these useless constructions 
which drain our economy and cause environ-
mental destruction. Government and private 
construction players must go for innovations 
and opt for alternative construction materials 
like M-sand or plastic reinforced cement con-
crete paver blocks made from construction 
and demolition waste (C&D waste). This is the 
only way to stop illegal mining and protect 
our rivers from further destruction. This will 
also help protect our mountains , karewas as 
well as a lot of construction material like clay 
, rubble , silt and sand is excavated from them 
as well. 

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 
Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen Fellow. 

He has done his fellowship in Climate Action 
from Anant National University Ahmedabad

M
any people are shocked 
given how quickly on-
line gaming is gaining 
popularity here.Even if 

it is illegal to gamble in India, it is 
not against the law to do so online. 
As a result, players are utilising the 
convenience of real money gambling 
sites like Teen Patti, Rummy, snook-
er, Cricketing & Lodo etc. Due to the 

platforms' compatibility with mobile 
devices, a higher number of gam-
blers play these games on their cell-
phones. Indian online gamblers are 
particularly interested in traditional 
card games, but they also enjoy fast-
paced, graphically appealing games 
in smartphones.The majority of play-
ers prefer live dealer game styles, 
which assist to replicate a true casino 

experience. States in India, includ-
ing Telangana, Orissa, and Andhra 
Pradesh, have outlawed gambling 
games due to concerns about addic-
tion and mental health. The bans in 
some other states, like Kerala and 
Karnataka, have been overturned by 
courts. The Supreme Court of India is 
still hearing some petitions pertain-
ing to the matter from many years.

While many experts have debated 
the benefits and drawbacks of on-
line gambling, the problem gambling 
cannot be disregarded. If the sector 
keeps expanding without stringent 
guidelines and attention to gambling 
addiction, it can cause young India 
more serious issues.

Vijaykumar H K
hkvkmech@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Online Gaming: A Serious Issue

The construction 
sector has undergone a 
radical change especially 
during the last 2 decades. 
In Jammu & Kashmir, 
particularly in Kashmir 
valley, huge houses 
and shopping malls are 
being constructed. Not 
only in cities and towns, 
we see huge mansions 
coming up in villages and 
remote areas of Kashmir. 
Agricultural land is 
being sold to make huge 
mansions and shopping 
complexes. 

75th Independence Day
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The 80/20 Principle asserts that 
a minority of causes, inputs, or 

effort usually lead to a majority of 
the results, outputs, or rewards

The 80/20 Rule
Brett & Kate McKay 

Have you ever noticed that 
at your office or church, a 
small fraction of people do 

the lion’s share of the work?
This is just one manifestation of 

what’s called the “80/20 rule.”
Once you understand the 80/20 

rule, you’ll start seeing it every-
where.

And be able to use it to signifi-
cantly improve your life.

The Birth of the 80/20 Rule: The 
Pareto Principle

In the late 1890s, an Italian 
economist named Vilfredo Pareto 
observed a curious relationship 
between wealth and population in 
Italy. His calculations showed that 
80% of the land in Italy was owned 
by just 20% of the population. He 
did similar surveys in other coun-
tries and found the same ratio.

Pareto kept digging, and he kept 
finding this 80/20 relationship 
between landownership and total 
population. It didn’t matter if he 
looked at a country’s land own-
ership data in 1890 or 1790. No 
matter the time period, 80% of the 
land was owned by just 20% of the 
population.

Pareto didn’t pursue or publicize 
his discovery, so it died in obscu-
rity. It wasn’t until after World 
War II that Pareto’s 80/20 observa-
tion started to get the attention it 
deserved, thanks to a Romanian-
born U.S. engineer named Joseph 
Moses Juran. Juran had read about 
Pareto’s 80/20 discovery and 
thought it could be applied be-
yond land ownership, including in 
the manufacturing industry.

In 1951, Juran wrote a manage-
ment manual called the Quality 
Control Handbook in which he re-
ferred to Pareto’s discovery as the 
“Pareto principle.” He observed 
that the Pareto principle operated 
in crime, accidents, and as he had 
suspected, manufacturing. In the 
book, Juran notes one example of 
how a paper mill discovered that 
a small number of defect types — 
about 12% — created 80% of the 
costs for the company. When the 
mill focused on reducing defects 
in that 12%, they drastically re-
duced their overall costs.

American companies didn’t pay 
much attention to Juran, but Japa-
nese companies rebuilding after 

WWII did. Like the American-born 
but Japanese-implemented idea 
of kaizen, Juran’s Pareto principle 
took hold in Japanese manufac-
turing firms in the 1950s and 

1960s, helping Japan become an 
economic juggernaut. And just as 
U.S. manufacturers brought kaizen 
back to American shores to help 
slumping sales in the 1970s, U.S. 
companies eventually started ap-
plying the Pareto principle too.

Economists began studying the 
principle in earnest in the sec-
ond half of the 20th century and 
discovered that you could see it 
across many domains in life.

In baseball, ~20% of a team’s 
players contribute to ~80% of its 
wins.

In movies, ~20% of films produce 
~80% of total box office earnings.

In retail, ~20% of all products 
generate ~80% of a business’s rev-
enue.

In computing, ~20% of software 
code contains ~80% of its errors.

You get the idea.
In 1997, entrepreneur Richard 

Koch published The 80/20 Prin-
ciple in which he explained 
the Pareto phenomenon 
and showed how it can be 
applied not only in busi-
ness but in your personal 
life. He’s credited with pop-
ularizing the Pareto prin-
ciple, or 80/20 rule.

THE 80/20 RULE IN A NUT-
SHELL

The 80/20 Principle as-
serts that a minority of 
causes, inputs, or effort 

usually lead to a majority of the 
results, outputs, or rewards.

In an even tighter nutshell: The 
80/20 rule states that about 20% of 
causes produce about 80% of out-
comes.

What this means is that not only 
does a small proportion of your ef-
forts generate the great majority 
of your results, the great majority 
of your efforts are essentially use-
less. As Koch puts it: “80 percent 
of what you achieve in your job 
comes from 20 percent of the time 
spent. Thus for all practical pur-
poses, four-fifths of the effort—a 
dominant part of it—is largely ir-
relevant.”

Don’t get too hung up on the ex-
act 80/20 numbers. You don’t see 

everything break down perfectly 
into that ratio. The big takeaway 
from this is that, in the words of 
Juran, “the vital few” produce the 
lion’s share of results in life.

HOW TO USE THE 80/20 RULE TO 
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE

Every person I have known who 
has taken the 80/20 Principle se-
riously has emerged with useful, 
and in some cases life-changing, 
insights. —Richard Koch

Like I said, once you understand 
the 80/20 rule, you start to see it 
everywhere.

About 20% of my contacts make 
up about 80% of my texts.

About 20% of the companies I do 
business with get about 80% of my 
expendable income.

About 20% of the people in my 
social network cause about 80% of 
my personal problems.

Koch argues that by recognizing 
the 80/20 rule in your life, you can 
start making decisions to maxi-
mize utility and minimize pain.

In implementing the rule in your 
life, keep these two overarching 
principles in mind:

If 20% of causes/inputs/efforts 
create 80% of the good things in 
your life, increasing the amount 
of time/energy/attention you give 
to that 20% will have a dispropor-
tionately large effect on increasing 
the positive quotient in your life.

If 20% of causes/inputs/efforts 

create 80% of the bad things in 
your life, minimizing the time/
energy/attention you give to that 
20% will have a disproportionately 
large effect on minimizing the 
negative quotient in your life.

HERE’S HOW TO PUT THESE 
PRINCIPLES TO WORK:

TIME MANAGEMENT. You can 
see which activities provide the 
most bang for your buck by track-
ing how you use your time. You’ll 
likely find that just 20% of your 
work tasks generate 80% of your 
results. So, spend more time on 
that 20% which gives you the most 
ROI while reducing the time spent 
on other, superfluous stuff.

DECLUTTERING. Just a few of 
your possessions likely get the 
lion’s share of your use. Pay atten-
tion to what you use the most, and 
chuck the rest. For example, only a 
handful of items in my wardrobe 
get used regularly. So once a year, 
I’ll go through my closet and ask 
myself, “Have I worn this piece of 
clothing in the past year?” If not, it 
gets packed off to Goodwill.

MONEY. Start using a money 
tracking service, like Mint. After 
a month, review it. You’ll likely 
notice that a small percentage of 
businesses/services get the major-
ity of your money. Find ways to 
reduce expenses on those “vital 
few” to dramatically reduce your 
overall expenditures.

Personal finance expert Ramit 
Sethi calls this going for “big wins.” 
Instead of worrying about trying 
to shave pennies off every.single.
purchase, find ways to shave big 
chunks off the few categories 
creating most of your expenses. 
Eliminate credit card debt, look for 
ways to save money on rent and 
groceries, cancel subscriptions you 
don’t use anymore, etc.

RELATIONSHIPS. I bet if you 
were to do an inventory of your 
relationships, you’d find that just 
20% of your relationships produce 
80% of your overall happiness. 
Spend more time with these vital 
few.

I bet you’ll also discover that 20% 
of your relationships cause 80% 
of your interpersonal headaches. 
Spend less time with these an-
noying stress-stimulators, curbing 
your contact not only with people 
you actively dislike, but those you 
feel ambivalent about as well.

LEADERSHIP. If you lead people 
at church or in some other com-
munity, you’ll see the 80/20 rule in 
play: about 20% of the members of 
a group will do about 80% of the 
overall work. Knowing that, make 
sure you take care of those vital 
few. Appreciate them. Publicly 
recognize their efforts. Check in 
on them regularly to ensure that 
they’re not burning out or feeling 
resentful about the disproportion-
ate load they’re carrying. If you 
can’t do away with the necessity 
of that load, at least try to lighten 
its weight; that is, if a task needs 
doing or a role needs filling, a 20%-
er is probably going to have to do 
it, but is there a way to make that 
task/role simpler, easier, and less 
time-consuming and stressful?

When you’re part of an organi-
zation, you’ll likely also notice that 
about 20% of its members cause 
80% of its problems. Do what you 
can to mitigate their influence on 
the community, but don’t spend 
too much time on them. Spend-
ing 80% of your time strengthen-
ing and encouraging the 20% of 
awesome go-getters will yield far 
greater fruit than spending 80% 
of your time cajoling slackers and 
putting out fires.

The article was originally 

published by Art of Manliness

Covid or Not?
Samuel J. White

Philippe B. Wilson

With warm weather in the 
northern hemisphere, many 
people will be suffering 

from pollen allergies. Also called hay 
fever, this common condition affects 
millions of people around the world 
during the spring, summer and au-
tumn months.

Meanwhile, COVID cases are high. 
Although seasonal allergies are com-
monplace for many people, there’s 
significant overlap between COVID 
and hay fever symptoms. This could 
lead people to mistake COVID for 
allergies, in turn exacerbating the 
spread of COVID in the community.

Notably, we’re now often seeing 
milder COVID symptoms compared 
with earlier in the pandemic. This 
is due to a combination of factors 
including increased immunity from 
vaccines and prior infections, and 
the evolution of new variants of the 
virus.

Of course, it’s a good thing that 
people generally aren’t getting as 
sick with COVID. At the same time, 
this could actually increase confu-
sion between COVID and other ill-
nesses or allergies.

The latest data from the UK’s 
ZOE app, which tracks people’s 
self-reported COVID symptoms, 
shows the most commonly report-
ed symptoms of COVID are now a 
sore throat, followed by headache, 
cough, blocked nose and runny 
nose. These symptoms can all af-
fect people with pollen allergies. So 
it’s very possible someone might 
dismiss COVID as the onset of their 
usual allergies.

COVID SYMPTOMS VS HAY FEVER 
SYMPTOMS

Although there are several over-
lapping symptoms, there are a few 
key symptoms that may help you 
distinguish between COVID and hay 
fever.

ITCHY EYES: Itchy, red, watery or 
puffy eyes are a common sign of pol-
len allergies, but are not associated 
with COVID.

FEVER OR CHILLS: A high tem-
perature is not a sign of pollen aller-

gies, but it’s a fairly common COVID 
symptom. So if you have a fever, in 
combination with other symptoms, 
you may have COVID or another re-
spiratory infection.

DIARRHOEA, VOMITING AND 

NAUSEA: Diarrhoea in particular can 
be an early sign of COVID, starting on 
the first day of infection and often 
getting worse from there. It’s not as-
sociated with pollen allergies.

MUSCLE ACHE: COVID-related 

muscle pains can range from be-
ing mild to quite debilitating, es-
pecially when they occur along-
side fatigue. Muscle aches and 
pains are not associated with pol-
len allergies.

Differences can also be seen with-
in some symptoms of pollen aller-
gies and COVID. For example, COV-
ID-related coughing is commonly 
persistent and dry, whereas a cough 
associated with hay fever is more 
“tickly”, due to mucus from the nose 
presenting in the throat. Similarly, 
the loss of smell and taste in pollen 
allergies results from a blocked nose, 
so if you have this symptom without 
a blocked nose, it could be more like-
ly to be COVID.

If your pollen allergy symptoms 
seem worse than usual, or you have 
one or more of the distinguishing 
symptoms above, it’s advisable to 
take a rapid COVID test.

PROTECTING YOURSELF
Controlling allergy symptoms can 

help to prevent absences from work 
and school, and potentially facilitate 
earlier identification of COVID symp-
toms, in combination with testing. 
Further, although there’s no link be-
tween allergies and increased risk of 
COVID, pollen exposure can actually 
weaken the body’s immunity against 
COVID.

If you have a history of pollen al-
lergies, make sure your treatment 
plan is current and that you have 
medications on hand for when you 
need them. Pollen exposure can be 
reduced by avoiding outdoor activi-
ties when the pollen count is high, 
keeping windows closed, changing 
clothes after being outside, and us-
ing an air purifier.

The best ways to prevent COVID 
infection continue to include vacci-
nation, wearing appropriately-fitting 
face coverings, and physical distanc-
ing. If you’re looking for the best of 
both worlds, a particle filter mask 
can be protective against both pollen 
and COVID.

By arrangements with The 

Conversation 
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Afghanistan Marks 1 Year Since 
Taliban Seizure As Woes Mount
Agenceis

Kabul: The Taliban on Monday 
marked a year since they seized 
the Afghan capital of Kabul, a 
rapid takeover that triggered 
a hasty escape of the nation's 
Western-backed leaders, sent 
the economy into a tailspin and 
fundamentally transformed the 
country.

Bearded Taliban fighters, 
some hoisting rifles or the white 
banners of their movement, 
staged small victory parades on 
foot, bicycles and motorcycles 
in the streets of the capital. One 
small group marched past the 
former US Embassy, chanting 
Long live Islam and Death to 
America.

A year after the dramat-
ic day, much has changed 
in Afghanistan. The former 

insurgents struggle to govern 
and remain internationally 
isolated. The economic down-
turn has driven millions more 
Afghans into poverty and even 
hunger, as the flow of foreign aid 
slowed to a trickle.

Meanwhile, hard-liners ap-
pear to hold sway in the Taliban-
led government, which imposed 
severe restrictions on access to 
education and jobs for girls and 
women, despite initial promises 
to the contrary. A year on, teen-
age girls are still barred from 
school and women are required 
to cover themselves head-to-
toe in public, with only the eyes 
showing.

Some are trying to find ways 
to keep education from stalling 
for a generation of young wom-
en and underground schools in 
homes have sprung up.

Natalia Kanem, executive di-
rector of the UN's sexual and 
reproductive health agency, said 
in a statement that Afghan fe-
males must not be forgotten.

"As the world faces multiple, 
overlapping crises, we must not 
forget the women and girls of 
Afghanistan. When women's 
and girls' basic rights are de-
nied, we are all diminished, she 
said.

A year ago, thousands of 
Afghans had rushed to Kabul 
International Airport to flee the 
Taliban amid the US military's 
chaotic withdrawal from Kabul 
after 20 years of war - America's 
longest conflict.

Some flights resumed rela-
tively quickly after those cha-
otic days. On Monday, a hand-
ful of commercial flights were 
scheduled to land and take off 

from a runway that last sum-
mer saw Afghan men clinging to 
the wheels of planes taking off, 
some falling to their death.

Schoolyards stood empty 
Monday as the Taliban an-
nounced a public holiday to 
mark the day, which they refer 
to as The Proud Day of Aug. 15" 
and the First Anniversary of the 
Return to Power.

Reliance on God and the sup-
port of the people brought this 
great victory and freedom to 
the country, wrote Abdul Wahid 
Rayan, the head of the Taliban-
run Bakhtar News Agency. Today, 
Aug. 15, marks the victory of 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
against America and its allies 
occupation of Afghanistan.

During a gathering to mark 
the anniversary, the Taliban 
deputy prime minister, Abdul 

Salam Hanafi, offered congratu-
lations to the entire nation on 
the day of the conquest of Kabul, 
which was the beginning of the 
complete end of the occupation.

In remarks broadcast live by 
state radio and TV, he boasted 
of what he described as great 
achievements" under the 
Taliban, such as an alleged end 
of corruption, improved security 
and banned poppy cultivation.

On the eve of the anniversary, 
former Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani defended what he said 
was a split-second decision to 
flee, saying he wanted to avoid 
the humiliation of surrender to 
the insurgents. He told CNN that 
on the morning of Aug. 15, 2021, 
with the Taliban at the gates of 
Kabul, he was the last one at 
the presidential palace after his 
guards had disappeared.

India hands over Dornier 
maritime surveillance 
aircraft to Sri Lanka Navy
Agenceis

Colombo: The security of India 
and Sri Lanka is enhanced by 
mutual understanding, mu-
tual trust and cooperation, 
the Indian envoy here said 
on Monday, as India gifted a 
Dornier aircraft to the Sri Lanka 
Navy to enhance its maritime 
surveillance capabilities and 
bolster bilateral defence ties.

Sri Lankan President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe was present at 
the handover ceremony which 
took place on a day when India 
celebrated its 76th Independence 
Day and a day before a high-tech 
Chinese missile and satellite 
tracking ship docks at the island 
nation's Hambantota port.

Vice Chief of Indian Navy 
Vice Admiral S N Ghormade, 
who is on a two-day visit to 
the country, accompanied by 

Indian High Commissioner in 
Colombo Gopal Baglay, handed 
over the maritime surveillance 
aircraft to the Sri Lanka Navy 
at the Sri Lanka Air Force base 
in Katunayake, adjoining the 
Colombo international airport.

"Ceremonial welcome for 
#India's latest gift to the peo-
ple of #SriLanka in the august 
presence of President H.E @
RW_UNP and other dignitar-
ies. Dornier 228 Aircraft which 
was handed over to @airforcelk 
will add to Sri Lanka's security," 
the Indian High Commission 
tweeted.

"Security of #India and 
#Srilanka is enhanced by mu-
tual understanding, mutual 
trust and cooperation. Gifting 
of Dornier 228 is #India's lat-
est contribution to this cause," 
High Commissioner Baglay 
said at the handing over event.
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Govt Nod To VDGs
in-depth areas of the Jammu divi-

sion, “with a view to instill sense of self 
protection and ensure the safety and 
security of such’ villages, infrastructural 
installations in and around them and to 
check the trans-border movement”.

“Under the Scheme, the Village 
Defence Guards shall be charged with 
the responsibility of protecting com-
munity installations and infrastructure 
facilities within the defined areas of 
their village and the Village Defence 
Guards would conduct night and day 
patrolling in a systematic manner,” the 
order reads.

As per an SP level official, who also 
maintains an expertise in anti-militan-
cy operations, VDGs are an important 
component of the security setup in 
J&K.

“VDGs are the unofficial first line 
of defence in J&K to counter militants 
at initial stages. That’s why they’ll be 
trained in the handling of new weap-
ons and drone warfare. Police will also 
work on improving communication 
with these members during emergen-
cy to reduce delays when responding 
to militants,” the official told Kashmir 
Observer on the basis of anonymity.

He further said that Director General 
of Police, Dilbag Singh is personally 
looking into upgrading VDGs.

“DGP has pleaded this case with the 
Union Ministry and he’s also explor-
ing new opportunities to provide high 
tech training to the members so that 
they can tackle any unprecedented 
situation,” the official said, adding that 
VDG members will be soon provided 
with new weapons and other technical 
assistance.

The order further noted that the ar-
eas/villages, where the earlier scheme 
was in operation shall be considered 
as “more vulnerable areas” for the pur-
pose of the scheme and the arrange-
ments made pursuant to the earlier 
scheme shall now be governed by the 
instant scheme.

“Apart from these areas/villages, 
any other area/village, which may 
be considered as “more vulnerable 
area” by the law enforcement agen-
cies, necessitating application of the 
Scheme to such other area/village, the 
Government in the Home Department 
shall by an order declare such area/
village as a “more vulnerable area” for 
the purpose of the instant scheme,” 
the order added.

As per the order, the number of 
members in each VDG will not be 
more than 15 in number. The order 
also said that only those persons who 
are in possession of a valid arms li-
cence and to whom weapons have 
been provided by the J&K Police, de-
termined by the District Magistrate or 
Senior Superintendent of Police, will 
be included in these defence groups. 
Besides that, persons in possession of 
a valid licence and weapons or a per-
son willing to purchase weapons on 
their own will be included in these 
groups.

As per Government, these groups 
will be headed by a retired officer of 
the Army, CPMF or J&K Police. The ad-
ministration has also set a monthly 
stipend of ₹ 4500 and 4000 for the 
Village Defence Guards.

“Each Village Defence Group shall 
function under the supervision and 
direction of SP/SSP of the concerned 
District,” reads the order.

Notably, one category of the VDG 
has also been authorized to make 
use of the police wireless facilities for 
passing and receiving messages.

As per the order, The Village 
Defence Guards Scheme is intended to 
inculcate an attitude of self protection 
in security matters amongst the local 
population and also to supplement the 
ongoing efforts of the security forces 
in dealing with the acts of subversion 
and trans-border movement.

“It is a manifestation of the will of 
the people to actively and voluntarily 
participate in the efforts to thwart the 
nefarious designs of the anti-national 

elements and to uphold the sover-
eignty and integrity of the nation,” the 
order observed.

Missing Soldier’s
Shanti Devi, originally from Almora, 

currently lives in Saraswati Vihar 
Colony here. His body is expected to 
reach here late on Monday.

Haldwani sub-collector Manish 
Kumar and tehsildar Sanjay Kumar, 
who reached Harbola’s house, said his 
last rites will be performed with full 
military honors.

Shanti Devi said at the time, that 
they were married for nine years and 
that she was 28. Their elder daughter 
at the time was four and the younger 
one was one and a half years old.

She said Harbola had last arrived 
home in January 1984, during which 
he had promised to return soon. 
However, Shanti Devi said she was 
proud of her husband as he prioritized 
his service to the country over the 
promises made to the family.

 According to information avail-
able, Harbola, a resident of Dwarahat 
in Almora, had enlisted in the army in 
1975. Reportedly, the body of another 
soldier was also found but his identity 
was yet to be ascertained.

NGT Orders Halt
Tatakoti glacier in the Pir Panjal 

mountain range as a tributary of 
the Doodh Ganga, a tributary of the 
Jhelum river.

The appeal was filed by RTI activ-
ists, Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat before the 
NGT who maintained that the grant 
of ECA for minor mineral block No. 4 
spreading 2.90 hectares on the bed 
of the Shali Ganga stream in Lalgam 
village in the district is in viola-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir Minor 
Mineral Concession, Transportation 
of Minerals and Prevention of Illegal 
Mining Rules, 2016 which prohibits 
mining within 25 meters from the 
embankment.

Bhat told Kashmir Observer that 
he challenged the NOC on environ-
ment clearance (EC), given to the NKC 
Project Pvt. Ltd from the Environment 
Impact Authority in the month of May.

Bhat said the NOC was given to un-
dertaking mining in block 4 of  Shali 
Ganga stream.

“In their response to NGT, they (NKC 
Project Pvt. Ltd) mislead the NGT say-
ing that they don’t undertaking min-
ing during the night time but I spot-
ted a JCB machine extracting sand and 
gravel from the bed of the Shali Ganga 
stream in July,” he added.

He further said that the company 
didn’t follow Environment clearance 
(EC) guidelines including use of JCB’s, 
mining during night and 50 percent 
discount to locals.

NGT chairperson Sudhir Agarwal, 
while considering an appeal in the 
matter, held that environmental 
clearance (EC) was granted without 
any replenishment study and there-
fore, in violation of Sustainable Sand 
Mining Management Guidelines, 2016 
and Enforcement and Monitoring 
Guidelines for Sand Mining, 2020.

“Hence ex facie EC granted to R-4 
(NKC Projects) which has been chal-
lenged in Appeal are illegal,” the green 
court averred.

The tribunal also noted that the 
non-preparation of replenishment 
report is not disputed by the firm and 
was in the view that no further mining 
activities pursuant to the impugned 
EC should be permitted.

“...since it has been prima facie 
shown that no replenishment study 
was conducted, till disposal of the 
Appeal, we restrain R-4 (NKC Project) 
from carrying out any mining activi-
ties pursuant to the impugned ECs.” 
the order from NGT reads.

Strikes, Stone
“Three years ago, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi Ji laid the foundation 
for modern and equitable socio-eco-
nomic development in Jammu and 

Kashmir. Under his guidance, J&K has 
been making remarkable achieve-
ments for the holistic development of 
the region.

“Despite many odds and challeng-
es, we have been able to complete a 
whopping 50,726 projects in the last 
financial year,” Sinha said.

“Let us build a self-reliant Jammu 
and Kashmir for the coming genera-
tions and realise the dreams of our an-
cestors,” he said.

The LG also announced setting up a 
Gaurav Stambh’ in Srinagar the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and Kashmir.

“We have decided that a Gaurav 
Stambh shall be established in Srinagar 
in memory of the brave soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives defending our be-
loved motherland. I have full faith that 
the immortal flame of Gaurav Stambh 
and the museum of our brave hearts 
will be the centre of inspiration for the 
new generation,” he said.

Sinha said he is proud of the brave-
hearts of Jammu and Kashmir Police 
who received 125 gallantry medals on 
the eve of Independence Day.

“Their sacrifices will always inspire 
us...We must reiterate, today, our re-
solve to defend every inch of our ter-
ritory and convert the challenges into 
opportunities,” he said.

Sinha said the sacrifices of the sol-
diers are invaluable, but concrete 
measures were necessary for provid-
ing enough succour to their families to 
live a dignified life.

“The government has increased the 
compensation amount for the fami-
lies of army personnel of Jammu and 
Kashmir martyred in the line of duty 
from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 25 lakh. The ad-
ministration has decided to bear the 
cost of Jammu and Kashmir Police’s 
martyr wards up to class 12th,” he 
said.

I-Day Parade In
radius of the venue.
Barricades using concertina wires 

were set up at all crossings leading 
towards the venue where Sinha wit-
nessed the cultural programme after 
the parade.

The Independence day parade and 
flag hoisting ceremonies went ahead 
across the valley despite slight driz-
zle during the entire period of the 
function.

7500 Sqft Tricolour
Following the clarion call of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, the LG, as 
per spokesperson said that people of 
Jammu Kashmir along with people 
from all parts of the country have 
shown great enthusiasm in celebrat-
ing ‘Har Ghar Tiranga Utsav’.

“The Lt Governor further said that 
during this Amrit Kaal Khand when 
we are remembering the journey of 75 
years of Independence, we have also 
resolved to move into a golden future 
in the next 25 years,” he said.

According to the spokesperson, the 
National Flag was displayed by the 
team of Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute Darjeeling, led by its Principal, 
Group Capt Jai Kishan, in collaboration 
with India Tourism, Northern Region, 
spreading the message of National 
Unity and Integrity.

The Flag, he said, before arrival in 
Srinagar was displayed in Darjeeling 
on 08 August, 2022 on the occasion of 
80 years of Quit India movement.

“The team HMI had displayed the 
same Flag first in Sikkim Himalayas 
in April 2021, and subsequently at 
Victoria Memorial, Kolkata on 15th 
August, 2021 and at the Statue of 
Unity, Gujarat on 31 October, 2021,” he 
added

Thereafter, the spokesperson said, 
the Flag was displayed at Antarctica, 
setting the world record of the largest 
National Flag of any country displayed 
for the first time in Antarctica.

“Now, in line with the Government 
of India’s ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign, 
the Flag is being displayed in Srinagar. 
It will travel to other parts of the 

country in the coming days,” he added.

PM Sets ‘Panch
and nepotism are the two main 

challenges for the nation.
Dressed in a traditional kurta and 

churidar paired with a blue jacket and 
a white ‘safa’ with tricolour stripes, 
Modi unfurled the national flag amid a 
21-gun salute by the indigenously-de-
veloped howitzer gun, ATAGS, which 
he noted with pride was the first from 
Red Fort in 75 years.

Modi said it was a historic day for 
India and the completion of 75 years 
of Independence was a time to move 
forward with a new resolve and he 
also spoke strongly for cooperative 
federalism, celebrating the country’s 
diversity, unity among citizens, gender 
equality, and research and innovation.

While his 82-minute speech was 
peppered with several exhortations, 
including removing the “distortion” in 
our conduct causing insult to women 
and the slogan “Jai Anusandhan” to 
promote research and innovation, but 
there was no announcement of any 
new initiative or scheme as has been 
the case in many of his and his prede-
cessors’ Independence Day speeches 
earlier.

“A distortion has crept in our con-
duct and we at times insult women,” 
Modi said as he struck a chord with 
women, and asked, “Can we take a 
pledge to get rid of this from our be-
haviour and values?”

Asserting that giving respect to 
women is an important pillar for 
India’s growth, he said it is impor-
tant that in speech and conduct “we 
do nothing that lowers the dignity of 
women”.

The prime minister cautioned the 
countrymen against complacency 
over the country’s achievements in the 
last 75 years, and said it has to now fo-
cus its strength on fulfilling the “Panch 
Pran” in the next 25 years in the run up 
to the centenary of its independence.

He spelt out the the five pledges 
as a resolve for a developed India; 
removing any trace of the colonial 
mindset; taking pride in our legacy; 
our strength of unity; and fulfilling the 
duties of citizens, which include prime 
minister and chief ministers as well.

“We have to move forward with 
these five resolves in mind and take up 
the responsibility to fulfil the dreams 
of our freedom fighters in the next 
25 years when we attain 100 years of 
independence.”

Modi said in this ‘Amrit Kaal’, a 
reference to the next 25 years, every 
Indian is aspiring to see the fast prog-
ress of a new India with enthusiasm 
and impatience and asserted that he 
has dedicated himself to fulfilling 
Mahatma Gandhi’s wish to empower 
the last person in the queue.

“This Amrit Kaal is providing us 
a golden opportunity to fulfil the 
dreams and goals of an aspirational 
society.”

A thick security cover was thrown 
at the main Independence event in 
the national capital and also in several 
parts of the country. The Red Fort was 
also decked up in tricolours, flowers 
and murals depicting key events that 
led up to India’s freedom.

While Congress spokesperson 
Pawan Khera took a swipe at Modi 
over his remarks against nepotism, 
top BJP leaders and Union ministers 
hailed the prime minister’s speech as 
“invigorating” and said he set the vi-
sion for a “Param Vaibhav Bharat” and 
reiterated his commitment towards 
women empowerment and fight 
against corruption.

Khera claimed that Modi was actu-
ally talking about internal politics of 
the BJP and attacking his own minis-
ters whose sons are occupying high 
positions in the fields of cricket and 
politics despite not having expertise.

Underlining the importance for 
unity, Modi said people have to cele-
brate the diversity of a big country like 
India as the country’s many faiths and 

traditions are its pride.
Gender equality is the first condition 

for unity, he said, adding that women 
are now doing very well in different 
sectors, including science and people’s 
representation.

“Our nation has proved that we have 
an inherent strength from our diversi-
ty and the common thread of patrio-
tism makes India unshakeable,” Modi 
said, as he termed India the “mother 
of democracy”.

He also pushed back sharply against 
the Opposition’s charge that his gov-
ernment was using federal agencies 
like the Enforcement Directorate to 
target its leaders over alleged corrup-
tion, and also slammed “parivarvad 
and bhai-bhatijavad” (dynasty and 
nepotism).

People saw that that some persons 
do not have enough space to hide their 
illicit money while many in the coun-
try do not have enough space to live, 
he said in an obvious pointer to the 
recovery of the huge amount of alleg-
edly unaccounted cash and other as-
sets during raids at premises of some 
leaders of opposition parties.

“Corruption is eating the country 
like termites and we have to fight it 
with full might. It is our endeavour 
that those who have looted the coun-
try have to return it,” he said, and also 
slammed the efforts to “glorify” them, 
an apparent reference to the opposi-
tion parties defending those accused 
of corruption.

“This mindset is not going to end 
unless there is a feeling of ‘nafrat’ (ha-
tred) for corruption and the corrupt 
and people are forced to look down 
upon them socially.”

Though the prime minister took 
no names, the BJP has often slammed 
the Congress for its nationwide pro-
tests against the ED’s questioning of 
its leaders Sonia and Rahul Gandhi in 
the National Herald money laundering 
case.

Under his government, he said, over 
Rs two lakh crore which would have 
gone in wrong hands earlier has now 
been invested in the the country’s 
development using direct benefits 
transfer.

“We are trying to bring back those 
who ran away after looting banks in 
the previous governments. We have 
seized their assets. Many people have 
been forced to live in jails. Our effort is 
that those who have looted the coun-
try pay back and we are creating con-
ditions for it.”

“Even the big people will not be able 
to escape,” Modi said.

Also hitting out at dynasty politics 
and nepotism, he said their presence 
in politics nourished this evil in all 
other institutions of the country. This 
must be ended, he said.

“This nepotism harms India’s talents 
and capabilities. This is also a reason 
for corruption as people resort to it 
when they see no other option,” he 
said, seeking awareness against this to 
rid India’s institutions of these evils for 
their bright future.

He said he considered it his consti-
tutional and democratic responsibility 
to fight these evils and sought people’s 
support.

“In politics too, the dynasty has done 
the most injustice to the country’s 
strength. Dynastic politics is aimed at 
a family’s welfare and has no interest 
in the coun-
try’s welfare,” 
he said, asking 
people to join 
him in purifying 
Indian politics 
and institutions 
to rid the coun-
try of this to 
take the country 
forward.

O t h e r w i s e , 
everybody feels 
frustrated be-
cause they be-
lieve they did 
not get their 

due because they had no relatives to 
promote them, he said. This mindset 
is not good for any country, he added.

With his government often accused 
by the Opposition of weakening states’ 
rights, Modi underlined his faith in 
cooperative federalism and the spirit 
of “team India”, saying this is what 
he practised when he was Gujarat 
chief minister and a different party 
(Congress) was in power at the Centre.

“We may have different pro-
grammes and working styles but our 
dreams for the nation are not differ-
ent,” he said in an apparent appeal to 
opposition parties to work together to 
develop the country.

“The need of the hour today is coop-
erative competitive federalism along 
with cooperative federalism. We need 
competition in development,” he said, 
noting that many states are doing 
good work.

At the start of his address, he paid 
tributes to freedom fighters and lead-
ers from across the political spec-
trum for their contributions to the 
independence struggle and nation-
building, including Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, V D Savarkar, Ram Manohar 
Lohia, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
Babasaheb Ambedkar and Mangal 
Pandey among others.

Cop Injured In
#martyrdom. We pay rich #tributes to the 
#martyr for his supreme #sacrifice made 
in the line of duty,” Kashmir Zone Police 
tweeted.

273 Cases, Two
districts in the Valley reported no 

fresh cases of Coronavirus.
In the winter capital, officials said, 

Ramban registered a maximum of 
14 new cases of infection, Jammu 11, 
Udhampur and Rajouri 3 each, Kathua 
2 and Samba 1. No new cases were 
detected in the four districts of Doda, 
Kishtwar, Poonch and Reasi.

Also, they said that two more people 
succumbed to the virus during the last 
24 hours, raising the fatality count to 
4779 in J&K—2347 in Jammu and 2432 
in the Valley.

“Moreover, 580 more COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 62 from Jammu division and 518 
from Kashmir division,” the officials 
added.

Shooting Stones
Mughal road through for vehicu-

lar movement,” said a traffic police 
official.

Missing Man
gone missing for several days now. 

“The body is being handed over to the 
legal heirs for last rites”, added the of-
ficial. (GNS)

Mysterious Blast
technical details are been 

investigated.”

Policeman Among
follow,” a police spokesman 

tweeted.
“#Terrorists hurled #grenade at 

Police Control Room Kashmir, result-
ing in minor injuries to one police-
man. Area #cordoned off,” he said in 
another tweet.

UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
NOTICE

 The candidate whose particulars are given below has re-
ported to the University that he has lost his University Certifi -
cate/s and has applied for issuance of Duplicate Certifi cate/s:-
Name:SHAHID HUSSAIN KEEN S/O : ABDUL LATIEF KEEN
Residence: PATNAZI KISHTWAR Reg No.: 141-PRPG-2009
 Certifi cate/s Lost: M.A Ist/IInd sem (Persian)
Roll No. 5664 Session/Year: 2010
 Before University will consider issuance of Duplicate Certifi cate/s in favour 
of the candidate, any person having any objection shall report to the undersigned 
within one week from the date of issuance of the notice. The original certifi cate/s 
issued to the candidate be treated as cancelled.
No. F(Dup )MC/PG /)KU  SD/-Asstt. Controller of Examinations 
Dated:  08/08/2022 (PG/UG/Prof)
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Grand Celebrations Held Across Kashmir On I-Day

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 76th Indepen-
dence Day was celebrated on 
Monday with great fervour 
and enthusiasm across all the 
districts of Kashmir, an official 
spokesperson said.

This year several campaigns 
including ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 
under the aegis of ‘Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ were celebrat-
ed to commemorate 75 years of 
Independence. The programme 
aimed to invoke a feeling of pa-
triotism among the citizens and 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

Under ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’, cit-
izens were encouraged to hoist 
the National Flag of India (Ti-
ranga) atop their homes to cel-
ebrate the 75 glorious years of a 
progressive Independent India.

Apart from the main func-
tion held at SK Cricket Stadium 
Srinagar, the celebrations were 
held in all districts where the 
District Development Council 
(DDC) Chairman/ Chairperson 
hoisted the tricolour and ad-
dressed the participants.

At Baramulla: The Chair-
person, District Development 
Council (DDC) Baramulla, 
Safeena Beigh hoisted the tri-
color, inspected the parade and 
took salute at the march past 
presented by the contingents of 
J&K Police, CRPF, Home guards, 
Fire and Emergency services, 
NCC and students from differ-
ent schools.

Addressing the gathering, 
the DDC Chairperson reiterated 
that Baramulla has shown in-
clusive growth in all the fronts 
and the  need of the hour is to 
make involvement of all stake-
holders in the progress of the 
district by utilizing their poten-
tial in all the sectors.

DIG North Kashmir, Uday 
Bhaskar Billa; Principal District 
and Sessions Judge Baramulla, 
Mohd Yousuf Wani; Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla, Dr. 
Syed Sehrish Asgar; SSP Baram-
ulla, Rayees Mohammad Bhat; 
DDC members, BDC Chairper-
sons, MCB President, Officers 
of Judicial administration, Of-
ficers of Army and Police, Dis-
trict and sectoral officers, heads 
of different departments were 
present at the event besides a 
huge gathering of people and 
students witnessed their also 
attended the celebrations.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Com-
missioner Baramulla, Dr Syed 
Sehrish Asgar unfurled the 
tricolor and took Salute at the 
event in a function organized at 
DC Office here.

At Anantnag: The 76th In-
dependence Day function was 
held at GDC Khanabal (for Boys) 
where Chairman District Devel-
opment Council Anantnag, Mo-
hammad Yousuf Gorsi unfurled 
the national flag and took sa-
lute at the parade presented by 

the contingents from CRPF, J&K 
Police, IRP, J&K Home Guards, 
JK Police Band and NCC besides, 
school children also took part 
in the march-past.

Addressing the gathering, the 
DDC Chairman said that the na-
tion is paying rich tributes to 
the leaders, freedom fighters 
and martyrs for the freedom of 
the country.

Gorsi highlighted the  efforts 
besides achievements made by 
the district under various pri-
ority areas besides creation of 
durable and sustainable assets.

On the occasion, colourful cul-
tural programmes on patriotic 
themes were presented by stu-
dents and artists of the district.

At Budgam: The main Inde-
pendence Day function was 
held at Sports Stadium Budgam, 
where Chairman DDC, Nazir Ah-
mad Khan Chief Guest on the 
occasion unfurled the tricolour 
and took salute at the march 
past.

Contingents from JKP, JKAP, 
CRPF, Home guards, NCC Cadets 
besides Contingent of students 
from different schools partici-
pated in the march past.

The Independence Day func-
tion was also attended by DDC 
& BDC Members, Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam Shahbaz 
Ahmed Mirza, SSP Budgam Ta-
hir Saleem, other senior civil, 
police and military officers and 
other concerned.

During his address, Chair-
man DDC Budgam  extended 
his greetings to the people and 
paid rich tributes to martyrs 
who sacrificed their precious 
lives to secure freedom from 
the British Colonial regime.

Meanwhile, Deputy Commis-
sioner Budgam Shahbaz Ahmed 
Mirza also unfurled the Na-
tional Flag at DC Office Budgam 
during a function held there.

Similar  functions were also 
held at all Sub Division, Tehsil, 
block level, all 296 panchayats 
and all educational institutions 

where designated authorities 
unfurled the tricolour, inspect-
ed the march past.

At Ganderbal: The District 
Development Council (DDC) 
Chairperson Ganderbal, Nuzhat 
Ishfaq unfurled the National 
Flag and took the salute at the 
76th Independence Day func-
tion celebrated at Qamaria 
ground, here.

In her address, while con-
gratulating the people of 
Ganderbal, DDC Chairperson 
lauded the importance of Inde-
pendence Day celebration and 
highlighted the various devel-
opmental achievements regis-
tered by district administration 
in different sectors in the dis-
trict besides implementation of 
welfare schemes.

Highlighting the develop-
mental activities in the district, 
she said that a new era of de-
velopment has begun in Jammu 
and Kashmir as well as in Gan-
derbal district and new paths 
are being paved for all-round 
development.

The event was witnessed by 
Deputy Commissioner, Shy-
ambir Principal District and 
Sessions Judge, Jeema Bashir, 
SSP Ganderbal, Nikhil Borkar, 
President Municipal Council 
Ganderbal, ADDC, ADC, DDC 
members, BDC Chairpersons, 
Municipal Councilors besides 
various officers and officials 
from Police and District Admin-
istration.

At Pulwama: A grand func-
tion was organized at DPL Pul-
wama, where Chairman District 
Development Council, Syed Ab-
dul Bari Andrabi  unfurled the 
National Flag and took salute 
at March past comprising of 
the contingents from Police, 
CRPF, JKAP, JKP Womens wing, 
Fire & Emergency, Home Guard, 
IRP, NCC and school children of 
various educational institutes.

In his address, the DDC chair-
man congratulated the people 
on 76th Independence Day and 

recalled the great personalities 
for their contribution for the 
country's freedom.

While  highlighting  vari-
ous developmental works, the 
Chairman DDC said that Pul-
wama has become synony-
mous with Industrial growth, 
excellence in education and 
entrepreneurship adding that 
the  District has  also potential 
to become economically vibrant 
and self-sufficient in various 
products.

Later, a variety of cultural 
programmes were presented 
by artists and school children 
on the occasion.

Flag hoisting ceremonies 
were also held at various ven-
ues including at Sub Division, 
Tehsil, block, panchayats level 
and all educational institutions 
where designated authorities 
unfurled the tricolour, inspect-
ed the march past.

At Shopian: The Chairperson, 
District Development Coun-
cil (DDC) Shopian, Bilqees Jan 
hoisted the national flag, took 
salute and inspected the parade 
presented by the contingents of 
CRPF, J&K Police, Home Guard, 
Forest Protection, Fire Services 
& Emergency, IRP and students 
of various Educational Institu-
tions in a ceremonial jeep at 
District Police Lines, here.

On the occasion, Bilqees Jan 
said that this auspicious day 
offers us an occasion to com-
memorate the sacrifices of free-
dom fighters while offering our 
sincere tribute and gratitude 
for their contribution.

Bilqees Jan highlighted the 
achievements and develop-
mental activities under-taken 
by various executing agencies 
in the district. She said that the 
District Administration is com-
mitted to the holistic develop-
ment of the district and called 
for coordinated efforts at all 
levels of the Administrative set 
up in this regard.

She said that the district has 

achieved tremendous results in 
some of the programmes and 
schemes during the last one 
year. She also said that the Dis-
trict Administration will and is 
trying to come up to their ex-
pectations and take the district 
forward on the vision and mis-
sion of making the district a 
model to emulate.

DDC Vice-Chairperson, Ir-
fan Manhas; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Shopian, Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya; SP, Tanushree; ADDC, 
Manzoor Hussain; ADC, Mush-
taq Ahmed Simnani;  DDC 
Members, PRIs, ACR  and other 
District/Sectoral officers be-
sides Civil Society members, 
students, and large number of 
people and employees were 
present.

Officers of Army, CRPF and 
para military were also present.

Cultural programmes were 
presented by the District In-
formation Centre Shopian and 
students of various Educational 
Institutions.

Prizes and certificates of ap-
preciation were distributed 
among the officers/officials and 
students for showing best per-
formance in various activities.

At Kulgam: The main Inde-
pendence Day function was 
held at District Police Lines 
Kulgam where Chairperson, 
District Development Coun-
cil (DDC) Kulgam, Mohd Afzal 
Parrey  hoisted the national 
flag and took the salute at the 
march past presented by the 
contingents of CRPF, JKP, JKP 
Ladies Police Group, District 
police band and Home guard, 
NCC besides school children.

Addressing the gathering, the 
DDC Chairperson gave a histori-
cal background of the day and 
said that Independence Day is 
the most significant day in the 
history of the country.

He also  highlighted the devel-
opmental scenario of the district 
and achievements registered by 
district administration in differ-
ent sectors besides implemen-
tation of welfare schemes.

Colourful cultural pro-
grammes were also presented 
which enthralled the audience.

Later, a prize distribution 
ceremony was organized in 
which officers, officials, sports 
persons and students were fe-
licitated.

VC Chairperson, Shazia Jan, 
DDC members and PRIs, Deputy 
Commissioner, Dr.Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat; SSP Kulgam, Dr.GV 
Sandeep; Commandant CRPF 
and officers and officials from 
civil and police administration 
were present at the event be-
sides, a large number of people 
also attended the celebrations.

The National-flag was also 
hoisted by Deputy Commission-
er, Dr.Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat at 
mini-secretariat Kulgam where 
all officers and officials of mini 
secretariat were present.
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Moderate To Heavy Rains Lash 
J&K, MeT Predicts More

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Heavy rains lashed 
Jammu and Kashmir, causing 
water logging at several places 
on Monday.

Reports said that widespread 
moderate to heavy rains lashed 
most parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir, mostly from this morn-
ing. There was waterlogging at 
several places due to the heavy 
rainfall in Srinagar and else-
where.

A meteorological department 
official here said that in last 
24 hours till 0830 hours, Jam-
mu district recorded 84.2mm 
of rain followed by Batote 
59.0mm, Katra 55.2mm, Qazi-
gund 37.2mm, Banihal 13.3mm, 
Bhaderwah 11.7mm, Pahalgam 
2.9mm, Kokernag 1.4mm and 
Gulmarg 0.4mm. There were 
heavy rains at most places after 
0830 hours in Kashmir, he said, 

as per new agency GNS.
About the forecast for next 24 

hours, he said widespread light 
to moderate rain/thunderstorm 
was expected over J&K. For the 
subsequent two days, the MeT 
department predicted “fairly 
widespread light to moderate 
rains and thunderstorm.”

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, the MeT official 
said that Srinagar recorded a 
low of 20.6°C against 19.8°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 2.3°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital, 
he said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 16.8°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.7°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 
settled at 17.2°C against 13.8°C 
on the previous night and it 

around 4.2°C above normal for 
the south Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.7°C against 17.0°C previous 
night and it was 2.9°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

Popular tourist resort Gul-
marg recorded a low of 12.8°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 0.7°C 
above normal for the north 
Kashmir place.

Kupwara town saw a low of 
19.6°C against 18.0°C on previ-
ous night and it was 2.3°C above 
normal for the place during this 
time of the season, the official 
told Global News Service.

Jammu recorded a low of 
22.1°C against 26.5 °C on the 
previous night. It was 3.0°C 
below normal for J&K’s winter 
capital, he said.

Banihal recorded a low of 
20.0°C, Batote 17.0°C, Katra 
22.2°C and Bhadarwah 18.4°C.

Class 12 Pass Outs With 
Top Percentage Eligible 
For INSPIRE: BOSE

IAF Rescues Two From 
Flashfloods In Kathua

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In Jammu and Kash-
mir, only those students who 
have qualified annual regular 
results of 12th standard within 
top one percent would be eli-
gible for Innovation in Science 
Pursuit for Inspired Research 
(INSPIRE) scholarship.

According to reports, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Board of School 
Education (BOSE) has said that 
these students will be getting Rs 
5000 monthly.

“All such students who have 
passed class 12th under Sci-
ence Stream from Jammu and 
Kashmir Board of School Edu-
cation under the Annual Regu-

lar examinations held during 
the academic session Nov-Dec 
2021 and March-April 2022, 
and whose performance is 
within top 1%, are eligible for 
Innovation in Science Pursuit 
for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) 
Scholarship,” BOSE said.

It also said that the students 
will be eligible provided they are 
pursuing Higher Education in 
Basic and Natural Science cours-
es at B.Sc, Integrated M.Sc or BS, 
MS-level within the specified 
subjects of INSPIRE SHE Scheme, 
(Not Medicine and Engineering).

“The scholarship amount is Rs 
5,000 per month and mentor-
ship Rs 20,000 per annum,” it 
reads—(KNO)

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Indian Air Force per-
sonnel rescued two 
persons trapped in 
flash-floods in river Ujh 
in Kathua district on 
Monday evening, offi-
cials said.

After getting informa-
tion that two persons 
along with dozen of 
animals were trapped 
in the river, the army and dis-
trict administration launched a 
rescue operation, they said.

The administration called 
for IAF choppers, who speed-
ily launched a rescue operation, 

they said. However, the animals 
were washed away in the flash-
floods, they said.

I-Day Celebrations

JKP Bikers Perform Daredevil 
Stunts At SK Stadium Bandipora

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: In a first of its kind 
at S.K Stadium in Bandipora, the 
Motorcyclists from J&K Police 
showcased their skills, leaving 
the spectators stunned during 
an Independence Day celebra-
tions, here

The performances were or-
ganised with the efforts of Dep-
uty Commissioner Bandipora, 
Dr. Owais Ahmed and SSP Ban-
dipora Mohd Zahid.

The 76th Indian Indepen-
dence Day was celebrated with 
much fanfare and vibrant cul-
tural performances. There were 
many attractions for viewers 
and visitors, including a jhanki 
and however the performance 
by JK Police Daredevils team 

took the celebrations to an en-
tire different level and left the 
entire gathering enthralled.

A sense of pride and jubilation 
among participants of August 
15 celebrations and the general 
public was observed  during the 
function held at S.K stadium 
Bandipora.

A group of highly trained pro-
fessional motorcyclists of J&K 
Police usually referred as J&K Po-
lice Daredevils performed stunts.

They showcased Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao banners and Tiran-
ga while performing stunts like 
the kneeling position, reverse 
riding position, double back rid-
ing and also the opposite-direc-
tion-side riding double among 
others which thrilled viewers 
immensely.

Doctor Electrocuted While 
Hoisting Tricolour

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A doctor on Monday died 
due to electric shock while hoist-
ing a national flag on the roof-top 
of a hospital in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Kathua district, officials said.

The doctor, identified as 
Pawan Kumar of Chadwal area, 

died of electric shock when he 
come in contact with 11KV pow-
er line at the roof top of the gov-
ernment primary health center 
(PHC) at Haria Chak while hoist-
ing the tricolour, they said.

A police team reached on the 
spot and shifted the body to Hi-
ranagar hospital, the officials said.

LG Hosts 
Independence 
Day ‘At Home’
Meets Family Members Of Security 
Personnel Killed In Line Of Duty

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha hosted an ‘At Home’ at 
the SKICC, here on Monday af-
ternoon, to celebrate the 76th 
Independence Day.

The LG interacted with the in-
vitees and exchanged Indepen-
dence Day greetings with them, 
an official spokesperson said.

On the occasion, he said, 
the LG handed over appoint-
ment letters on compassionate 
grounds to the Next of Kins of 
security personnel of Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, who made 
the supreme sacrifice in the line 
of duty.

While meeting the family 
members of the martyrs of Jam-
mu Kashmir Police and Secu-
rity Forces who were among the 
special invitees, he said, Sinha 
expressed his deepest gratitude 
and saluted the sacrifices of the 
family members of the gallant 
security personnel.

“The nation will forever be 
indebted to the bravery, cour-
age & supreme sacrifice of the 

brave hearts who laid their lives 
in the service of the nation,” the 
LG said.

According to the spokesper-
son, the LG also enquired about 
the well-being of the family 
members of the martyrs and as-
sured them that J&K Govern-
ment will always stand by them.

The customary ‘At Home’ 
was attended by Justice Pankaj 
Mithal, Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Jammu Kashmir and 
Ladakh; KK Sharma, State Elec-
tion Commissioner; Judges of 
the High Court; Chairpersons of 
District Development Councils; 
Junaid Azim Mattu, Mayor SMC; 
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief 
Secretary; Dilbag Singh, DGP; Lt 
General Amardeep Singh Aujla, 
GOC 15 Corps; Vice Chancel-
lors of the Universities; former 
legislators; PRI representatives; 
leaders of various social and po-
litical organizations; eminent 
citizens; National Awardees; 
prominent artists; sportsper-
sons; media persons; besides 
senior Civil, Police and Army of-
ficers, ex-Servicemen and senior 
government officials.
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Nepotism Affected Indian 
Sport In The Past: PM

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Monday said In-
dia has come a long way on the 
front of transparency in national 
selection of athletes and that has 
been key to country's success at 
the multi-sporting events.

Modi said nepotism's nega-
tive influence was not just re-
stricted to politics but the men-
ace, at one time, also affected 
the sporting arena.

"Just like bhai-bhatijawaad 
(nepotism) in politics, there 
was a lack of transparency in 
the selection of players for 
sports competitions. This was 
a huge factor due to which our 
players' talent was wasted," 
Modi said while addressing the 
nation on country's 76th Inde-
pendence Day.

"They used to struggle all 
their lives against such diffi-
culties. But the situation has 

changed now and players are 
touching the sky. The shine 
of gold and silver medals is 
boosting the confidence of our 
youngsters.

"This is just the beginning 
because India will neither get 
tired nor stop here. Days are not 
far when we will win several 
gold medals," Modi added.

Modi has been consistent in 
meeting and interacting with 
sportsperson before and after 
the big-ticket events.

He had hosted the Indian 
contingents after the Tokyo 
Olympics and the Common-
wealth Games.

During his address, Modi 
stressed on the need to weed 
out corruption and dynasty pol-
itics from all institutions of the 
country, including the sports 
federations. 

"The shadow of parivarvaad 
lies on several institutions. Our 
many institutions affected by 

family rule, it harms our talent, 
nation's capabilities and gives 
rise to corruption.

"We have to develop an intol-
erance for this to save institu-
tions. The welfare of the family 
has nothing to do with the wel-
fare of the nation. Let's cleanse 
India's politics and institutions 
from the shackles of parivaar-
wad," he said.

"We need to discourage this in 
institutions, in sports. We need 
to start a revolution against it. 
This is our social responsibility. 
We need transparency."

The Sports Authority of In-
dia's Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme (TOPS) has been a 
game changer when it comes to 
support to and development of 
athletes.

SAI keeps a track of sup-
ported athletes' performances 
throughout the year and en-
sured that the selection in TOPS 
is transparent.

'Test & T20 Cricket Can Sit Together'
Press Trust of India

Test cricket and T20 can comfort-
ably co-exist despite the mush-
rooming of franchise-based 

leagues, said former England captain 
Andrew Strauss.

Strauss, who is currently the chair-
man of the England and Wales Crick-
et Board's cricket committee, took 
into consideration the expanded 
two and half months window for the IPL while 
making the assessment.

"One thing we know in other countries, Test 
cricket doesn't pay the bills, like it does here," 
Strauss told the Daily Telegraph.

"The T20 format is the way that a lot of 
people get introduced to the game in the first 
place. I still maintain that they can sit together 
comfortably, Test and T20 cricket.

"But the challenge we have is (to provide a) 
manageable schedule that allows players to 
do both. That is really complicated. It's multi-
dimensional," Strauss added.

Keen To Make Impact: FC 
Goa Head Coach Cardozo

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Deggie Cardozo, the 
head coach of FC Goa, says his 
players are determined to make 
an impact when they begin 
their title defence with a match 
against Mohammedan SC in 
the Durand Cup opener here on 
Tuesday.

The Gaurs arrived for the tour-
nament on Sunday ahead of the 
club's third campaign at the tour-
nament, having previously played 
in the 2019 and 2021 editions.

So far, the team has remained 
unbeaten in the tournament and 
would look to extend its solid 
run, but it is easier said than 
done considering the number of 
tough opponents.

Cardozo said the squad is up-
beat about their chances in the 
competition.

"Our players have trained well 
and are in good spirits. They are 

aware that playing in the pres-
tigious tournament is a good 
opportunity for them, and are 
hence keen to create an impact," 
he said, ahead of the team's 
clash against the Kolkata-based 
club.

"Our training session on Mon-
day was quite fruitful. The whole 
squad worked in unison and we 
were able to discuss some key 
areas as far as preparation for 
the games are concerned." 

The Boys in Orange, coming 
to the tournament with the tag 
of the defending champions, are 
expected to play out their cam-
paign opener in front of packed 
stands rooting for the home 
team. Cardozo added that this 
serves as extra motivation for 
the team.

The clash between FC Goa and 
Mohammedan SC will take place 
at the Vivekananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan.

Nooyi To Recuse Herself From 
ICC Media Rights Process

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Indra Nooyi, the only fe-
male representative in the ICC's 
Board of Directors, has decided 
to recuse herself from the up-
coming sale of its media rights 
process as she is also a member 
of potential digital rights bidder 
Amazon's board.

The ICC's TV and digital rights 
bundle for the Indian sub-con-
tinent will be up for sale with 
sealed tenders being submitted 
on August 22.

If there is a tie between the 
bidders, then an e-auction will 
be held to decide the winner.

Some of the potential bidders 
include Star, Viacom18, Sony and 
Amazon. Amazon, owned by Jeff 
Bezos, had pulled out of the IPL 
media rights auction with Star 
and Viacom winning the TV and 
digital rights, respectively, for 
record amounts.

Nooyi, a former CEO cum 
chairperson of global cola giant 
PepsiCo, is the ICC's first inde-
pendent director, and she has 
decided to abstain herself from 
the process to avoid allegations 
of a potential conflict of interest.

"Indra Nooyi's appointment to 
the Amazon board was declared 
to the ICC when she took up the 
role," an ICC spokesperson said 
when asked about Nooyi's status 
in the whole process.

"As a result, she has recused 
herself from any ICC Board dis-
cussion on the ITT (Invitation To 
Tender) process since then. She 
has not been involved in any ca-
pacity and will not be part of the 
final ICC Board decision on the 
ITT," the spokesperson added.

Nooyi, apart from being in the 
Board of Directors, is also a part 
of the ICC's powerful financial 
and commercial affairs (F&CA) 
committee. 

CA Targets Cricket's 
Inclusion At 2032 Olympics

Agencies

MELBOURNE: Cricket Australia 
have targeted the inclusion of the 
sport at the 2032 Brisbane Olym-
pics as part of a strategic plan to 
expand participation and maintain 
the game's position at the heart of 
the country's sporting culture.

The ambitious "Where the 
Game Grows" plan released 
on Monday aims to double the 
number of children aged five to 
12 playing the game to 210,000 
over the next five years, with girls 
making up 60,000 of that tally.

Another of the targets is to get 
cricket back into the Olympics 
for the first time since 1900 - if 
that goal has not already been 
achieved at the 2028 Summer 
Games in Los Angeles.

Cricket has been shortlisted 

for possible inclusion at the 
2028 Olympics along eight oth-
er sports and the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) will make 
a presentation to organisers 
later this month. The host city 
can include any sport but needs 
the approval of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC).

Women's Twenty20 cricket 
made its Commonwealth Games 
debut in Birmingham last month 
with Australia beating India by 
nine runs in the final to claim 
the inaugural gold medal.

The inclusion of cricket in the 
2032 Olympics and Paralympics 
is part of the "sustainable fu-
ture" strand of the plan, which 
also aims to improve fan experi-
ence, expand the grassroots and 
continue Australia's success on 
the world stage.

Ian Chappell Calls Time On 
Commentary Career

Press Trust of India

MELBOURNE: Former Australia 
cricketer Ian Chappell, who spent 45 
years explaining the game from be-
hind the microphone, has decided to 
call time on his commentary career.

With Richie Benaud, Bill Lawry and 
Tony Greig, Chappell formed an incisive 
and unmatched quartet for Channel 
Nine. In 2019, he was diagnosed with 
skin cancer and underwent five weeks 
of treatment to overcome the disease.

“When it comes to commentary, 
I’ve been thinking about it,” he told 
the Sydney Morning Herald.

“I had a minor stroke a few years 
back and I got off lucky. But it just 

makes everything harder. And I just 
thought with all the travel and, you 
know, walking upstairs and things like 
that, it’s all just going to get harder.”

“Then I read what Rabbits (legend-
ary rugby league commentator Ray 
Warren) said with retirement and it 
really struck home when I read the bit 
where he said, ‘you’re always one sen-
tence closer to making a mistake’.”

Tuchel May Be Punished For Referee 
Comments After Conte Feud

Man City’s Mendy 
Labelled ‘Predator’ 
As Rape Trial Starts

Agencies

CHESTER: Manchester City defender Benja-
min Mendy was described by prosecutors as a 
“predator” who could not take no for an answer 
as the trial began Monday of the French soccer 
player accused of eight counts of rape.

Mendy also has been accused of one count of 
attempted rape and one count of sexual assault. 
He is alleged to have committed the offenses 
against seven young women between October 
2018 and August last year.

He denies the charges.
Timothy Cray, the lawyer for the prosecu-

tion, opened the trial at Chester Crown Court 
in northwest England by telling the jury: “The 
prosecution case is simple. It has little to do 
with football. Instead, we say, it is another 
chapter in a very old story — men who rape and 
sexually assault women, because they think 
they are powerful, and because they think they 
can get away with it.”

Mendy is standing trial with Louis Saha Mat-
turie, who denies eight counts of rape and four 
counts of sexual assault relating to eight young 
women.

The alleged offenses span from July 2012 to 
August last year.

Cray said Saha was Mendy’s friend and fixer, 
and one of his jobs was “to find young women 
and to create the situations where those young 
women could be raped and sexually assaulted.”

“The acts that the defendants did together 
show callous indifference to the women they 
went after,” Cray told the court. “In their minds, 
and this could not be clearer, the stream of 
women they brought to their homes existed 
purely to be pursued for sex.”

Cray told jurors they will hear from 13 differ-
ent women.

Agencies

LONDON: Chelsea manager Thomas 
Tuchel can expect to receive more 
than just a suspension in the fallout 
from the latest feisty match with 
Tottenham in the Premier League.

Tuchel is set to find himself in 
trouble for some incendiary com-
ments about the referee, too.

Most of the post-match focus af-
ter Sunday’s 2-2 draw at Stamford 
Bridge was on the angry exchanges 
between Tuchel and Tottenham 
manager Antonio Conte during and 
after the game. Both coaches were 
shown red cards after squaring up 
to each other following their ag-
gressive hand shake after the final 
whistle, and are likely to be banned 
from the dugout for their teams’ 
next game.

However, Tuchel also turned on 
referee Anthony Taylor in his post-
match news conference, saying 
“maybe it would be better” if Taylor 

no longer officiated games involv-
ing Chelsea.

Asked about a view held by some 
fans that Taylor has a history of 
decisions against Chelsea, Tuchel 
said: “I don’t think just some of the 
fans think that. I can assure you the 
whole dressing room of us, every 
single person, thinks that.”

The Football Association will 
look into those comments and even 
Tuchel raised the likelihood of be-
ing “punished” for speaking out 
against Taylor.

Tuchel was unhappy that an ap-
parent foul by Tottenham’s Rodrigo 
Bentancur on Chelsea’s Kai Havertz 
was missed by the officials prior 
to Tottenham’s equalizer. He also 
was surprised Tottenham defender 
Cristian Romero wasn’t penalized 
for pulling the hair of Chelsea’s 
Marc Cucurella at the corner be-
fore Harry Kane’s second Totten-
ham equalizer in the sixth minute 
of stoppage time.


