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On the occasion of Independence Day we extend greetings
to people of India, especially to our esteemed readers.

&K Is Scripting History
n Every Sector: LG

‘Unprecedented Performance

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Union Territory
Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha said on
Sunday that Jammu and
Kashmir is scripting his-
tory in every sector and
an unprecedented perfor-
mance in various param-
eters has been recorded,
improving the standard of
living of every citizen with
equality and social justice.

“I's a new dawn of
hopes and dreams,” Sinha
said, while addressing a
gathering at a walkathon
held from Lalit Ghat to
Botanical Garden as part
of the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
campaign, an official
spokesperson said.

The LG, he said, con-
gratulated the organizers
and participants of the
Walkathon which saw a
massive participation of
people from all walks of
life.

On this occasion, he said,
Sinha recalled the words
of Mahatma Gandhi deliv-
ered at the Tank Maidan,
Mumbai on August 08, 1942

f

In Various Parameters Is Being Recorded’

which inspired the people
all across the country to
overthrow British rule.
“Today our walkathon
is a symbol of the resolve
and struggle of Mahatma
Gandhi, it is a symbol of
penance and supreme sac-
rifice of the brave soldiers
of our army, police, para-
military forces,” the LG said.
“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
provided us with an op-
portunity to inspire future
generation by making them
aware of the invaluable con-
tribution of our heroes and
martyrs,” he added.

Addressing the veter-
ans of 1971 war present
during the walkathon, the
LG, as per the spokesper-
son said “I salute all those
who have laid the path of
progress and prosperity
of Jammu & Kashmir and
are keeping the nation safe
and secure,”

“Remembering our he-
roes ignites new ideas and
rekindles the spirit of public
awakening. This Walkathon
is a tribute to our security
forces, freedom fighters,
and also a symbol of our re-
solve to build a self-reliant

Jammu and Kashmir,” he
further added.

According to the spokes-
person, the LG said that
we have to take the story
of our freedom fighters to
the new generation and
bring alive the memory,
the ideals of the person-
alities who made signifi-
cant contributions in the
freedom struggle and also
pay our tributes to the
unsung heroes of India's
Independence.

The LG, he said, urged all
to take inspiration from our
forefathers, | More on P10
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Investors/Depositors whose shares, unpaid dividends, matured deposits or debentures etc. have been
transferred to Investor Education and Protection Fund under Companies Act, 1956/2013 can claim
online refund.

o Register yourself on IEPF Website: www.iepf.gov.in . Fill the new web form IEPF-5 online.

o Attach scanned copy of requisite documents with web form IEPF-5.

o Take print out of auto generated advance receipt and indemnity bond (IEPF website -> Forms->
Web Forms IEPF-5-> MCA Services).

o Send all documents to the company. Company to e-verify the claim in 30 days.

e On the basis of verification report, refund of shares and amount will be credited/transferred by
IEPFA to the rightful claimant.

Note: Claimants are advised to file e-form IEPF-5, only when all documents are available.

Things to remember:

= The official website of IEPF Authority is www.iepf.gov.in. IEPFA does NOT have any other website.

= The requirement of documents is enumerated in the Instruction kit as well as in the FAQ section
of the official website of IEPFA at www.iepf.gov.in .

= Track your Claims/Refund status using your User Id & SRN. www.mca.gov.in>MCA
Services>Investor Services>Track IEPF-5 SRN or use IEPFA Mobile App, an initiative towards
prompt citizen service delivery in digital mode and grievance redressal mechanism.

A new initiative of Special Window Facility for Senior Citizens of 75 years and above has been
introduced. This facility enables auto prioritization of claims of senior citizens through MCA 21 portal
while filing for refund/claim settlement.

Beware:
* Do not fall prey to Ponzi schemes.
= Claimants are advised to inform IEPF Authority immediately, if approached or assured by any
Broker/ Middleman or Agent to get their claims refund. Procedure for refund of claims from IEPF
Authority is Simple, Easy and FREE OF COST.
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Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA)
A Government of India initiative towards Investor Education, Awareness and Protection
"Informed Investor, Empowered Investor, Smart Investor"

For any further query, write to us at iepf@mca.gov.in or call on our toll free number 1800-114-667.
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The world's biggest ice sheet is more vulnerable
to global warming than scientists previously thought

The Conversation

he eastern two thirds of Antarctica
is covered by an ice sheet so large
that if it melted the sea would rise
by 52

Most scientists had once thought this
ice sheet was largely invulnerable to cli-
mate change, but not any more.

And our new research, published in
Nature, reveals the dire consequences if we
were to awaken Antarctica's sleeping giant.

Almost 70 per cent of the Earth's fresh
water is frozen in vast continental ice sheets
that cover Greenland and Antarctica.

Together, they store the equivalent of
around 65 metres of sea level rise.

Hence, even relatively small changes in
the volume of these remote polar ice sheets
will have a global impact.

An estimated one billion people live
within 10 metres of sea level, including 230
million within one metre.

Scientists measure changes in the vol-
ume of these ice sheets by estimating the
mass input, mostly via snowfall, and the
mass output, mostly melting snow and ice
along with icebergs that break off and float
away.

The difference between input and out-
put is known as the ice sheet's mass bal-
ance , which is highly sensitive to climate
change.

The most recent efforts to measure ice
sheet mass balance paint a very worrying
picture.

The Greenland Ice Sheet, which con-
tains around 7.4 metres of sea level rise, lost
3,900 billion tonnes of ice between 1992 and
2018, causing global sea level to increase by
11 millimetres over this period.

A similar story emerges from the west-
ern part of Antarctica, known as the West
Antarctic Ice Sheet.

It holds around 5.3 metres of sea level
and lost more than 2,000 billion tonnes of
ice between 1992 and 2017, adding around 6
mm to the sea level.

More sensitive than we thought

Perhaps surprisingly, much less work
has focused on the East Antarctic Ice Sheet,
which is by far the world's largest but was
thought to be a lot less vulnerable to global
warming.

This is because large parts of the ice
sheet have persisted through natural cli-
mate changes across millions of years, and
because recent measurements indicate that
it has been in equilibrium or has maybe
even gained mass (a warmer atmosphere
can hold more moisture, which means more
SNOW).

In fact, the ice sheet may have even
slightly reduced sea level rise over the past
century.

However, over the past two decades or
S0, observations suggest that the East Ant-
arctic Ice Sheet may be far more sensitive to
climate warming than previously thought.

Major outlet glaciers like the Totten
and Vanderford are thinning and retreat-
ing. And there are clear signals of mass loss
in Wilkes Land, the ice sheet's weak under-
belly , so-called because it rests on land that
lies well below sea-level and so is particu-

larly unstable.

Lessons from the past

There is also evidence that parts of East
Antarctica retreated quite dramatically
during warm periods in the past, when car-
bon dioxide concentrations and atmospher-
ic temperatures were only slightly higher
than present.

It is likely that East Antarctica contrib-
uted several metres to global sea level dur-
ing the mid-Pliocene warm period, around

3 million years ago, with ice loss concen-
trated in Wilkes Land.

Recent work has also suggested that
ice in Wilkes Land retreated 700 km inland
from its present position around 400,000
years ago, when global temperatures were
only 1 or 2 degrees Celsius higher than pres-
ent.

A key lesson from the past, therefore, is
that the East Antarctic Ice Sheet is highly
sensitive to relatively modest warming,
even if it is currently stable.

Don't wake a sleeping giant

So what will actually happen over the
next few decades and centuries? We recent-
ly analysed projections from various com-
puter simulations to answer this question.
Our results were alarming, but also offered
some encouragement.

We found the ice sheet will probably re-
main broadly in balance in the short-term,
because any mass loss due to global warm-
ing will be offset by increased snowfall.

Although there are large uncertainties,
we concluded that the ice sheet will only
raise the sea level by about 2cm by the year
2100, which is much less than the contribu-
tion projected from melting ice in Green-
land or West Antarctica.

Over the next few centuries, however,
the sea-level contribution from East Ant-
arctica will depend critically on whether
we manage to curb our emissions.

If warming continues beyond 2100, sus-
tained by high emissions, then East Antarc-
tica could contribute around 1 to 3 metres
by 2300 and around 2 to 5 metres by 2500,
adding to the substantial contributions
from Greenland and West Antarctica and
threatening millions of people who inhabit
coastal areas.

Crucially, however, our analysis sug-
gests that if the Paris Agreement to limit
warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius is
satisfied, then East Antarctica's sea-level
contribution would remain below 0.5 me-
tres, even five centuries from now.

The fate of the world's largest ice sheet
remains in our hands. 'Understanding ba-

'Understanding baby’s cries of
pain is not an innate ability'

ANI

A new study has found the answer
to whether adults understand
when a baby is in pain as opposed
to being mildly uncomfortable.

The findings of the study were
reported in the journal Current Bi-
ology.

"We found that the ability to de-
tect pain in cries--that is, to identify
a pain cry from a mere discomfort
cry--is modulated by experience
of caring for babies," says Nicolas
Mathevon, University of Saint-Eti-
enne, France. "Current parents of
young babies can identify a baby's
pain cries even if they have never
heard this baby before, whereas
inexperienced individuals are typi-
cally unable to do so."

The findings show that hu-
mans' ability to interpret babies'
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cries isn't innate but learned from
experience. Parenting young ba-
bies shapes our ability to decode
the information conveyed by ba-
bies' communication signals.
Mathevon and his University
of Saint-Etienne colleagues includ-
ing David Reby and Roland Peyron
made this discovery as part of a
broader research program investi-
gating how information is encoded
in babies' cries and how human lis-
teners extract this information. In
the new study, they wanted to find
out how prior caregiving experi-
ence with babies shaped the ability
to identify when they were in pain.
They recruited people with dif-
ferent amounts of experience car-
ing for babies, ranging from people
with no experience at all to current
parents of young children. They
also included people with occasion-
al experience babysitting and non-
parents with more extensive pro-
fessional experience in caregiving.
Next, they gave everyone in
the study a short training phase in

which they heard eight discomfort
cries from one baby over a couple
of days. Next, their ability to de-
code the cries as discomfort or pain
was put to the test.

And it turned out that experi-
ence was everything. People with
little to no experience couldn't tell
the difference between cries any
better than chance. Those with a
small amount of experience per-
formed slightly better.

Current parents and profes-
sionals did better than chance. But
parents of younger babies were the
clear winners. They were able to
identify the crying contexts of ba-
bies even when they'd never heard
the cries of that youngster before.
Parents of older kids and those
with professional experience didn't
do well with unfamiliar cries.

"Only parents of younger ba-
bies were also able to identify the
crying contexts of an unknown
baby they had never heard before,"
says first author of the study Siloe
Corvin.

"Professional pediatric caregiv-
ers are less successful at extending
this ability to unknown babies,"
says study co-author Camille Fau-
chon. "This was surprising at first,
but it is consistent with the idea
that experienced listeners may de-
velop a resistance that decreases
their sensitivity to acoustic cues of
pain."

The findings show that babies'
cries contain important informa-
tion that's encoded in their acoustic
structure. While adults are attuned
to that information, our ability to
decode it and identify when a baby
is in pain gets better with exposure
and experience.

The researchers hope that
learning more about how babies
communicate pain may help par-
ents learn how to recognize and re-
spond to it even better. They're now
conducting neuroimaging studies
to further explore how experience
and parenthood shape brain activ-
ity when babies cry.

‘ And it turned out that experience was everything. People
with little to no experience couldn't tell the difference between
cries any better than chance. Those with a small amount of experience
performed slightly better.
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THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY, LETUSRENEWOUR ~ Amit Mahotsav
' RESOLVE FOR INDEPENDENCE FROM SINGLE USE PLASTICS |

ADOPT JUTE PRODUCTS AS A

BIO FRIENDLY ALTERNATE TO PLASTIC

‘= Jute products are completely bio degradable and

e AR eco friendly |
;nLj,; u:rgfnntzit:;ee_ﬁ):;ar;;:ﬁ"}g ' - One hectare of jute crop absorbs 15 Metric Ton of
place of plastic, let us promote use carbon dioxide and helps combat global warming
' ;ﬁif;tsuﬁaﬁa?;vﬂgflznb; %a:;ﬁvc\e/:f! erig ~ = Use jute products and support over 40 lakh farmer
~workers in MSME sector” families and 7 lakhs jute industry workers :

— Shri Narend'ra;Modi e
' 'Hdﬁ’bl’é__Prime Minister of India

- cBC 41117/15/0@011_/22_23

MINISTRY OF TEXTILES, GOVT. OF INDIA

www.jute.com JUTE MARK INDIA

Independence Day Greetings R Ny

to All Fellow Citizens
on Completion of I5 Years of Freedom

Coming 25 years of 'Amrit Kaal' to be 'Kartavya Kaal' of every citizen
Let us build together India of our freedom fighters’ dreams

11

On the occasion of the Independence Day,
grateful Indians bow to their countless
freedom fighters. As the champion
proponents of freedom had joined hands
for the cause of independence, in the
same way, we have to unite for the
development of the country. , ,

cbc 22201/13/0101/2223

- Narendra Modi

live telecast of the Independe

ony from the ramparts of the R
ordarshan from 6:25 a.m. o

#HarGharTiranga
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Dozens killed in Cairo

Agencies

More than 40 people were killed
when a fire ripped through a
Coptic Christian church in a
working-class district of great-
er Cairo during Sunday mass,
church officials said.

The blaze, blamed on an elec-
trical fault, hit the Abu Sefein
church located in the densely
populated Imbaba neighbour-
hood west of the Nile river, part
of Giza governorate.

Witnesses described how
people rushed into the burn-
ing house of worship to rescue
those trapped but were soon
overwhelmed by the heat and
the deadly smoke.

"Everyone was carrying kids
out of the building,” Ahmed
Reda Baioumy, who lives next to
the church, told AFP.

"But the fire was getting big-
ger and you could only go in
once or you would asphyxiate."

The Egyptian Coptic Church
and the health ministry report-
ed 41 dead and 14 injured in the
blaze before emergency services

said they had brought the blaze
under control.

Egypt's President Abdel Fattah
al Sisi declared on his Facebook
page in the morning: "I have mo-
bilised all state services to ensure
that all measures are taken.”

He later said he had "present-
ed his condolences by phone”
to Coptic Pope Tawadros II, who
has been the head of the de-
nomination in Egypt since 2012.

The interior ministry later
said that "forensic evidence re-
vealed that the blaze broke out
in an air-conditioning unit on
the second floor of the church
building".

Father Farid Fahmy, of an-
other nearby church in Imbaba,
told AFP the fire was caused by a
short circuit.

"The power was out and they
were using a generator,” he said.
"When the power came back, it
caused an overload.”

Copts are the largest Christian
community in the Middle East,
making up at least 10 million of
Egypt's 103 million people.

Imran Khan Plays S Jaishankar Video
In Rally, Praises India Foreign Policy

ISLAMABAD: Former Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan has
once again commended India
for its independent foreign pol-
icy as he slammed the West for
being critical of India for buying
Russian oil.

Addressing a huge gathering
in Lahore, Imran Khan played a
video clip of Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar from Bratislava Fo-
rum held in Slovakia and praised
him for standing firm to the US
pressure over buying cheap oil
from Russia.

"If India which got indepen-
dence at the same time as Paki-
stan and if New Delhi can take
a firm stand and make their
foreign policy as per the need
of its people then who are they
(Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
government) who are towing
the line," Imran Khan said at the
gathering, a video of which was
shared by several media outlets.

"They (US) ordered India to
not buy oil from Russia. India is
US' strategic ally, Pakistan is not.
Let us see what India's Foreign
Minister said when the US asked
them not to buy Russian oil."

Imran Khan then played out

External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar's video clip.

"Jaishankar is telling them
who are you? Jaishakar said that
Europe is buying gas from Rus-
sia and we will buy it as people
need it. This is what an indepen-
dent country is ('yeh hoti hai
azad haqumat')," he said while
praising India.

He also slammed the Shehbaz
Sharif government for bowing
down to US pressure on buying
Russian oil.

"We had spoken to Russia
about buying cheaper oil but
this government has no courage
to say no to US pressure. Fuel
prices are skyrocketing, people
are below the poverty line. [ am
against this slavery.”

Author Salman
Rushdie off ventilator

Agencies

Author Salman Rushdie has
been taken off a ventilator and
is able to talk, a day after he was
stabbed as he prepared to give a
lecture in upstate New York.

Rushdie, who penned a con-
troversial book in 1980s draw-
ing criticism from across the
Muslim world, remained hos-
pitalised with serious wounds,
but fellow author Aatish Taseer
said on Saturday evening that
he was “off the ventilator."

Rushdie’s agent, Andrew Wy-
lie, confirmed that information
without offering further details.
SUSPECT PLEADS NOT GUILTY

Earlier in the day, the man
accused of attacking him on
Friday at the Chautauqua Insti-
tution, a non-profit education
and retreat centre, pleaded not
guilty to attempted murder and
assault charges in what a pros-
ecutor called a “preplanned”
crime.

An attorney for Hadi Matar,
24, who is accused of attacking
Rushdie, entered the plea on his
behalf during an arraignment in
western New York on Saturday.

A judge ordered the suspect
to be held without bail after
District Attorney Jason Schmidt
told her Matar took steps to
purposely put himself in posi-
tion to harm Rushdie, getting

an advance pass to the event
where the author was speaking
and arriving a day early bearing
a fake ID.

“This was a targeted, unpro-
voked, preplanned attack on
Mr. Rushdie,” Schmidt said.

Public defender Nathaniel
Barone complained that au-
thorities had taken too long to
get Matar in front of a judge
while leaving him “hooked up
to a bench at the state police
barracks.”

“He has that constitutional
right of presumed innocence,”
Barone added.

RUSHDIE COULD LOSE EYE

Rushdie, 75, suffered a dam-
aged liver and severed nerves in
anarm and an eye, and was on a
ventilator and unable to speak,
his agent Andrew Wylie said on

Friday evening.

Rushdie was likely to lose the
wounded eye.

Rushdie, who was born in
Bombay, now known as Mum-
bai, before moving to the Unit-
ed Kingdom, has faced death
threats for his fourth novel
which Muslims say contain
blasphemous passages.

Rushdie moved to New York
in the early 2000s and became
a US citizen in 2016.

The book was banned in Iran
where the late Supreme Leader
Ruhollah Khomeini issued a
1989 fatwa, or edict, calling for
Rushdie’s death.

Iran’s government has long
since distanced itself from
Khomeini’s decree, but anti-
Rushdie sentiments linger in
the country.

Liz Truss Leads Race To
Become Britain's Next PM: Poll
Of Party Members

LONDON: Britain's Foreign Sec-
retary Liz Truss is 22 percentage
points ahead of her rival Rishi
Sunak in the contest to become
the country's next prime minis-
ter, a poll of Conservative Party
members by Opinium Research
showed on Saturday.

Among a sample of 450 party
members who had decided
how they would vote in the on-
going leadership election put
Truss, who other polls have also
shown to be the clear front-
runner, on 61%, with former
finance minister Mr Sunak on
39%, Opinium said.

The roughly 200,000 mem-
bers of the ruling Conserva-
tives are voting to decide on a
replacement for Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson, who after a
series of scandals and a parlia-
mentary rebellion said in July
he would step down once the
party chooses a replacement.

The overall sample size, in-
cluding those who did not ex-
press a voting preference, was
570. Less than a third of them,

29%, said they had already vot-
ed and a further 47% said they
had made up their mind. Only
19% said they might still change
their mind.

The leadership vote is taking
place by postal ballot, with a
winner due to be announced on
September 5. The poll was con-
ducted between August 8 and
August 12.

The poll shows that the top

three reasons for supporting
Ms Truss were a dislike of Mr
Sunak, the perception that she
was more trustworthy, and that
she had remained loyal to Mr
Johnson. Mr Sunak's resigna-
tion helped trigger Mr John-
son's downfall.

Mr Sunak supporters said he
was better on the economy and
the most competent or intelli-
gent of the two candidates.

PM Modi Pays Homage

To Those Who Lost Their

Lives During Partition
¥i

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday paid
homage to all those who lost
their lives during partition,
and applauded the resilience
as well as grit of those who suf-
fered during that tragic period
of history.

Prime Minister Modi had an-
nounced last year that August
14 will be observed as Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day in
memory of the struggles and
sacrifices of people.

"Today, on Partition Horrors

Remembrance Day, I pay hom-
age to all those who lost their
lives during Partition, and ap-
plaud the resilience as well as
grit of all those who suffered
during that tragic period of
our history," PM Modi said in a
tweet.

Pakistan was carved out as a
separate country after the divi-
sion of India by the British in
1947. Millions of people were
displaced and many lakhs of
them lost their lives in the com-
munal violence that followed.

To Curb Copying In Exams,
Uttar Pradesh's Lucknow
"War Room" Plan

MATHURA: A war room will
soon be set up in Lucknow to
curb the menace of copying in
exams, Uttar Pradesh Higher
Education Minister Yogendra
Upadhyay said on Saturday.

"All the examination cen-
tres will be connected to the
Lucknow-based war room for
ensuring transparency in ex-
amination," Yogendra Upadhyay
said.

He said the condition of lec-
turers in self-financing colleges

is miserable as they are not get-
ting adequate pay.

To overcome the anomaly,
a meeting of representatives
of lecturers and management
committees would be called
in September in Lucknow, he
added.

Yogendra Upadhyay said the
new National Education Policy
will change the education sce-
nario since it blends ancient
Indian culture with modern de-
velopments in education.

Free Period Products'
Access In This Country,
A First In The World

EDINBURGH: Scotland will
on Monday become the first
country in the world to ensure
universal access to free period
products following the pass-
ing of landmark legislation in
2020.

Councils and education pro-
viders will be legally required
to make period products avail-
able free of charge to anyone
who needs them, the Scottish
government said in a state-
ment issued Sunday.

"Providing access to free pe-
riod products is fundamental
to equality and dignity, and
removes the financial barriers
to accessing them,” said Social
Justice Secretary Shona Robison.

"We are proud to be the first
national government in the
world to take such action,” she
added.

The Scottish parliament vot-

ed unanimously in favour of
the Period Products Bill, which
made it a legal right to have
free access to sanitary products
in public buildings, in Novem-
ber 2020.

Sanitary products were already
free for pupils and students, but
the bill placed a legal duty on
ministers to ensure anyone can
get access to them.

Schools, colleges and univer-
sities must also make a range
of period products available for
free in their toilets.

Scotland's  First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon welcomed the
decision at the time.

"Proud to vote for this
groundbreaking legislation,
making Scotland the first coun-
try in the world to provide free
period products for all who
need them," she wrote on her
Twitter account.

N E W

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, 'India's Warren

S M A

Buffet', dies at 62

Colourful stock market billionaire
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala — dubbed by
local media India's Warren Buffet
— has died, his office said on Sun-
day, just a week after he launched

the country's newest airline.

“Rakesh-ji passed away sur-
rounded by his family and close
aides,” a family member told Re-
uters, using a term for respect. The
cause of death was not immedi-

ately announced.

Calling the 62-year-old “indomita-
ble”, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
echoed tributes from other senior

K E R

NEW DELHI:

on Sunday.

There has
been no improvement in
the condition of popular
comedian-actor Raju Sriv-
astava as he remains on
life support in the intensive
care unit of AIIMS in New
Delhi, hospital sources said

The 58-year-old stand-
up comic was admitted to
the All India Institute of !g

Comedian Raju
Srivastava Remains On
Life Support: Report

P
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officials, tweeting that the death of
the tycoon was “saddening.”

“We are deeply saddened,”
Akasa Air, which Jhunjhunwala
co-founded, said in a statement.
“We at Akasa cannot thank Jhunj-
hunwala enough for being an early
believer in us and putting his trust
and faith in us to build a world
class airline,” .

Uday Kotak, the chief executive of
Kotak Mahindra and a friend from
school days, said Jhunjhunwala had
“believed stock India was underval-
ued” and that he was right.

“Amazingly sharp in under-
standing financial markets,” Ko-
tak tweeted. “We spoke regularly,
more so during Covid. Will miss
you Rakesh!”

The “Big Bull of Dalal Street” —
the Wall Street of Mumbai — had a
net worth of $3.5 billion with sig-
nificant holdings in more than 30
Indian blue chip stocks.

Jhunjhunwala's excellent com-
munication skills helped small
investors understand the stock
market, said businessmen and
bankers based in India's financial
capital, Mumbai, who had inter-
acted with him for over 30 years.
His insights on the economy and
companies made him a popular
TV celebrity.

Jhunjhunwala's bets include a
number of companies run by Tata
Group, one of India's largest con-
glomerates.

These include Tata Motors,
watch maker Titan, Tata Commu-
nications and Indian Hotels Co,
which runs the Taj hotels. Other
investments include Indiabulls
Housing Finance , Star Health In-

P

surance and Federal Bank

He had invested $35 million for
an estimated 40 per cent stake in
Akasa Air which made its maiden
flight in the Asian country's crowd-
ed aviation market last Sunday.

Having made his money betting
on stocks and lacking any experi-
ence in the airline industry, the
decision to enter the capital-in-
tensive sector raised eyebrows.

“A lot of people question why
I've started an airline. Rather than
answer them, I say I'm prepared
for failure,” he told an industry
event in February.

“It's better to have tried and
failed than not tried at all,” he said.
“I hope to prove people wrong.
Now it's become a matter of ego.”

Medical Sciences (AIIMS) ’.\'.! l{y{ ..
here after suffering a heart

attack on Wednesday. He underwent an angioplasty the
same day. "Mr Srivastava remains critical and on life sup-
port. There has been no improvement in his condition. He
continues to be unconscious. He suffered brain damage af-
ter heart attack,” the source told PTI.

On Friday night, Mr Srivastava's family released a state-
ment on his official Instagram page, saying the comedian's
condition is "stable".

"Raju Srivastava ji's condition is stable. We are praying
for his speedy recovery. The doctors are treating him and
are doing their best. Thanks to all the well wishers for con-
tinued love and support,” the family said in the statement.

The family also requested people to "ignore any rumour/
fake news being circulated”. The comic had a heart attack
while exercising at a hotel's gym here.

Mr Srivastava, who has been active in the entertainment
industry since late 1980s, received recognition after par-
ticipating in the first season of stand-up comedy show "The
Great Indian Laughter Challenge" in 2005.

He has featured in Hindi films such as "Maine Pyar Kiya",
"Baazigar”, "Bombay to Goa" (remake) and "Aamdani At-
thani Kharcha Rupaiya". He was one of the contestants on
"Bigg Boss" season three.
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FROM DELHI TO KASHMIR

Heavy Security Blanket For 76th lndependence Day Celebration

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: India has not only
been decked in tricolour hues
in the lead up to the 76th
Independence Day celebrations,
but also put under a heavy se-
curity blanket, right from Delhi,
the epicentre of the mega cele-
brations, to Jammu and Kashmir.

The police machinery across
states has been put on vigil to
ensure that the celebrations are
not hampered in any way.

In  Delhi, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be addressing the nation from

the ramparts of the historic Red
Fort, security has been stepped
up with Delhi Police deploy-
ing more than 10,000 person-
nel to guard the Mughal-era
monument.

From facial recognition sys-
tem (FRS) cameras installed at
the entry point of the Red Fort
to multi-layered security cover
and deployment of over 400
kite catchers and fliers on roof-
tops and other sensitive loca-
tions in the fort area to counter
any threats from sub-conven-
tional aerial platforms -- the
area is under hawk-eye vigil.

With nearly 7,000 invitees ex-

pected to attend the event at the
Red Fort, a five-kilometre area

around the monument has been
marked as "no kite flying zone"
till the tricolour is hoisted.

Dependra Pathak, Special
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order), had said provisions
of Section 144 have already
been instituted in Delhi.

Anti-drone systems
from Defence Research and
Development Organisation

(DRDO)and other security agen-
cies have also been installed,
police said.

In the financial capital of
the country, Mumbai, several
law-enforcing units have been
deployed to man the streets of
the metropolis along with anti-
drone systems, an official said.

According to the official, while
there was no specific input in
view of Independence Day, as
a matter of routine, security of
vital installations had been in-
creased and officials have been
asked to conduct spot visits.

"We are conducting anti-sab-
otage checks. Since Wednesday,
'operation all out' is underway
comprising checking of hotels,
vehicles and road barricading.
Action is being taken against
history-sheeters and those ex-
terned," the official added.

The official also anticipated
crowding as the | More on P10

J&K Govt Scarps

‘Discriminatory’ Rules

Brings All Employees On Equal-Footing
In Terms Of Salary, Other Benefits

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
on Sunday the Probationer
(Condition of Service, Pay and
Allowances) and Fixation Rules,
2020, to bring all employees be-
ing appointed on equal-footing in
terms of salary and other benefits.

The decision in this regard
was taken in the Administrative
Council (AC) meeting held under
the chairmanship of the Lieutenant

Governor, Manoj Sinha, an official
spokesperson said.

“The Administrative Council
(AC) approved the scrapping of

Jammu and Kashmir Probationer

(Condition of Service, Pay and
Allowances) and Fixation Rules,
2020, notified vide S.0. 192 of
2020 (successor of S.0 202 of
2015); with effect from 1st of
August, 2022,” he said.

The decision, he said, will
bring all Government employ-
ees being | More on P10

APPROVED THE SCRAPPING of Jammu

6 THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (AC)
and Kashmir Probationer (Condition of

Service, Pay and Allowances) and Fixation Rules, 2020,
notified vide S.0. 192 of 2020 (successor of S.0 202 of
2015); with effect from 1st of August, 2022.”

Encounter In Downtown
Srinagar, Cop Killed in Kulgam

Agenceis

Srinagar: An encounter broke
out between militants and se-
curity forces in Nowhatta area
of Srinagar on the eve of the
Independence Day celebrations
Sunday, police said.

“Chance #encounter started
in Nowhatta area of #Srinagar,”
Kashmir Zone police wrote on
Twitter.

Police said the exchange of
firing was going on and further

details were awaited.

Earlier on Sunday a police-
man was killed in a grenade
attack in South Kashmir's
Kulgam district.

The incident took place in
Qaimoh area on Saturday night.

“A grenade incident was re-
ported yesterday night in Qaimoh
#Kulgam. In this #terror incident,
01 police personnel namely Tahir
Khan R/O Mendhar, Poonch got

PM Pays Homage To Those Who
Lost Lives During Partition

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other se-
nior BJP leaders on Sunday paid
homage to those who lost their
lives during the Partition as the
Congress accused the ruling party
of using the traumatic events as a
"fodder" for its political battles.

On the 'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day', Modi paid
tributes to all those who lost
their lives during the Partition
violence and applauded the re-
silience and grit of those who
suffered during the tragedy.

He had announced last year
that August 14 will be observed as
'Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day' in memory of the struggles

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said the "inhuman" chap-
ter of India's history can never
be forgotten.

The Congress, however, al-
leged that the real intent of
PM Modi to mark August

108-Feet High Flag
Installed In Baramulla

he Army on Sunday inaugurated a 108-

Tfeet high national flag in Baramulla
district of Jammu and Kashmir.

The tricolour was installed at Hyderbaigh

in Pattan in the north Kashmir district, PRO

Defence Col Emron Musavi said.

He said General Officer Commanding,

Counter-Insurgency Force (CIF) (Kilo), Major

General S S Slaria, dedicated it to the people

of Kashmir. The installation of the high

mast was completed in a record time of

30 days, he said. The flag, constructed in

collaboration with Flag Foundation of India,

not only instills a sense of pride and honour

among the people but also honours all the

bravehearts who have laid down their lives

towards eliminating | More on P10

Covid cases that pushed the infection
tally to 4,73,782 on Sunday, officials
said. Of the new cases, 505 were reported

from Kashmir and 58 from Jammu, they
said. The death toll remained unchanged
at 4,777. There are 4,463 active cases,
while the overall recoveries stands at
4,64,542, officials added. (PTI)

Jammu and Kashmlr recorded 563 new

injured,” Kashmir Zone Police and sacrifices of people. 14 as 'Partition  Horrors
wrote on Twitter. | More on P10
H O R T T A K E S
J&K Logs 563 Govt Forces Locate
New Covid Cases Militants In Rajouri

some terrorists in a forest area of

Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district,
officials said. The forces were tracking the
militants operating in the forest belt of
Rajouri, they said.
“Today at about 1930 hours, operational
contact has been established by troops of
Indian Army, Rashtriya Rifles and SOG with
terrorists at Kandra Hill in district,” a public
relations officer (defence) said, adding
further details are awaited.
On Thursday, two terrorists had attacked an
Army camp in Rajouri killing four soldiers in
a pre-dawn suicide strike that marked the
return of ‘fidayeen’ to Jammu and Kashmir
after more than three years. | More on P10

Security forces on Sunday located

Remembrance Day' is to use the

traumatic events as "fodder" for

his current political battles.

Congress general secre-
tary, communications, Jairam
Ramesh said the tragedy of
Partition cannot be misused to
fuel hate and prejudice.

"The tragedy of Partition
cannot be misused to fuel hate
and prejudice. The truth is
Savarkar originated two-nation
theory and Jinnah perfected it.
Sardar Patel wrote, 'l felt that
if we did not accept Partition,
India would be split into many
bits and would be completely
ruined’,” Ramesh said.

In his tributes, Shah
said the 'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day' will remind
the younger | More on P10

An elderly man walks cautiously over a wooden bridge in the interiors of Dal Lake on a hot and humid Sunday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

Situation In
J&K Much Better
Now: DGP

Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Situation in Jammu
and Kashmir is much better
than before and the graph of
militancy is coming down,
Union territory's police chief
Dilbag Singh said on Sunday.

However, he said the launch-
pads across the Line of Control
(LoC) were intact and there
was a huge pressure to push
militants into the Valley.

The situation in J-K is much
better. The atmosphere is much
better than before and I want
to give its credit to the people
and express my gratitude to
them, the director general of
police (DGP) told reporters on
the sidelines of an event here.

Singh said the people of
Kashmir have helped the
security forces and the ad-
ministration with a great
understanding.

Today, students | More on P10

LG Greets
People On 76th
Independence Day

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Sunday ex-
tended his heartiest greetings
and best wishes to all on the
momentous occasion of 76th
Independence Day.

In a message, the Lt
Governor said, the country is
scripting an illustrious chapter
in this ‘Amrit Kaal Khand’

"I pay my respectful homage
to all the great men and wom-
en of our Freedom Movement. |
salute the Jammu and Kashmir
Police  personnel, soldiers,
jawans of Indian Army, para-
military forces, who laid down
their lives to protect the sov-
ereignty and integrity of this
great nation. | More on P10

Govt Extends Ex-Gratia
Relief To DDC Members

Assistance Of Rs 25L To Be Provided For
Death In Militancy-Related Incidents

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Administrative
Council (AC) which met here
under the chairmanship of
the Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha, on Sunday ap-
proved the extension of ex-
gratia relief of Rs. 25 lakhs to
all Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen,
and members of District
Development Councils of
Jammu and Kashmir in case
of death due to a militancy-
related incident.

Earlier, the Government
has provided similar relief
for all elected BDC Chairmen,
Sarpanches, Panches and
all elected members of
Municipal Bodies of Jammu

and Kashmir.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor
to the Lieutenant Governor,
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief
Secretary, J&K and Nitishwar
Kumar, Principal Secretary to
the Lieutenant Governor at-
tended the meeting.

The decision aims at
strengthening the grass roots
democracy by providing a
sense of security to the elect-
ed members of local bodies
facing threat from anti-state
elements.

The ex-gratia relief will act
as a guarantee for the subsis-
tence of the family members
of the elected representatives
who are killed in militancy-
related incidents.

Govt Renames 199 Schools,
Colleges; Roads After ‘Martyrs’

Observer News Service

Srinagar:
Kashmir

killed in the line of duty.

The Jammu and
administration on
Sunday announced to rename
public infrastructure, including
schools, colleges and roads after
the fallen soldiers and police-
men besides eminent personali-
ties across the Union Territory.
According to a government
order, 199 public infrastructure
assets, including schools, colleg-
es and roads have been renamed
after the soldiers and policemen

Among them, 132 have been
renamed after the policemen for
their exceptional contributions
towards the security and devel-
opment of the Union Territory, a
police spokesperson said.

He said as per the order, two
schools have been named after
DySsP, 1 after Inspector, 8 after
SIs, 4 after ASIs, 7 after HCs, 21
after SgCts, 47 after constables,
3 after followers, and 41 after
SPOs who laid down their lives
while protecting and safeguard-
ing the interests of the people.

The spokesperson said that the

Director General of Police, J&K,
Dilbag Singh extended his grati-
tude to Government of India,
Lt. Governor Jammu & Kashmir
Manoj Sinha and his administra-
tion for naming the government
schools/colleges and roads in
Jammu and Kashmir after the
martyred J&K police personnel
and CAPFs personnel.

“The DGP said that it is a
wonderful initiative by the gov-
ernment which would serve
as the “morale booster for the
forces fighting terrorism here,”
he said. | More on P10
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— Twitter Talks k?f
“People are angry about what happened to Salmam
Rushdie in New York but they don’t want to talk
about a 9 yr old dalit child who was beaten to death
for touching a pot in their own country. Just change
the caste identity of the child and the whole nation
will came out with candle”

@mustafeez26
“It is important to realize that change in mental
health can take a while. We are undoing decades of
conditioning. We have to be patient with ourselves
and repeat the healthy behaviours until they slowly
become more entrenched. Healthy changes cannot
happen fast”

@bazzapower

et Action Speak

he state government has embarked on stage-managing the

ritual of holding development board meetings in various

districts with a view to undertaking a half-yearly review

of the pace on implementing the annual plans in various
sectors. Addressing the one at Kupwara on Tuesday, the chief min-
ister said the responsive administration with accountable work
culture was imperative to push through development works and
the policies aimed at the betterment6 of the people. He announced
that senior officers right from the district to the commissioner /
secretary level would be responsible for the judicious utilization
of the allocated funds as also for the functioning of the subordi-
nate administrative units. In an obvious departure from the tra-
ditional rhetoric, he underscored physical verification of various
schemes indicating that a mechanism needed to be evolved to
monitor execution of the works on the ground level. This, he said,
would ensure a vigil on the quality of the material used. And, to
give the suggestion a practical shape, the chief minister asked for
initiating consultation process with public representatives for the
formulation of the next year’s development plans. Perhaps alive
to the limited working season that restricts most construction
activity in the valley to less than nine months, unlike Kerala or
Maharashtra where it goes on almost round the year, his direc-
tive to spend the major share of the funds by the end of December
each year needs to pursued in letter and in spirit. But, save for
the winter-related needs like snow clearance and maintenance of
essential services, it is an open secret that most public spending
during winter months is suspect. With the valley remaining snow-
bound for at least three months, not much can be expected from
January to March-end. The figures revealed at the Kupwara board
meeting on Tuesday speak for themselves. Against a plan alloca-
tion of Rs 66.64 crore, only Rs 30.20 crore have been utilized by No-
vember end indicating a poor achievement of 45 per cent, both in
financial as well as physical performance. Obviously, if it frittered
away the peak working season, what wonders can the administra-
tion play now when most implements and took would be lapsing
into a 3-month hibernation.

By the same token, it explains the huge gap between the gov-
ernment’s claims, in most cases exaggerated, and its performance
at the ground level, to which the chief minister, perhaps rightly
pointed out. Small wonder that a sizeable chunk of the scant re-
sources mobilized either through central assistance or through lo-
cal generation is siphoned off to the pockets of corrupt officials. To
illustrate the point further, the government claims to have invest-
ed hundreds of thousands of crores into water supply schemes all
over the state over the past four or five decades. Who would believe
there would be a public outcry against the scarcity of drinking wa-
ter even in the capital cities of Jammu and Srinagar? Recently, this
writer had the occasion of driving on Sumbal-Tarzoo-Sopore road,
a major district road in north Kashmir’s Baramulla. Even after
about half a century, the condition of the road is horrible in that
it looks like having been strafed. One cannot deny enough money
must have certainly gone into upgrading and annual maintenance.
Where has all that money gone? Given the new-found zeal of the
government to root out corruption, one would wish the chief min-
ister made the department at least publish the details of the money
spent on the road from the ’60s. Likewise, a bridge has been com-
ing up over the flood spill channel at Bemina to connect hundreds
of villages in Budgam district with the city. Even as more than a
decade has passed by, its completion is nowhere in sight. These in-
stances should serve as an eye opener for the government, more so
the chief minister, to find out what has gone wrong and why? The
way he has preferred to target the big sharks, one would expect the
concerned planners and engineers to account for this living shame
which has quite often found its reflection in media reports without
causing any ripples in the corridors of power.

One is reminder of the late *70s, when Sheikh Abdullah decid-
ed to decentralize the administration and introduced the process
of planning and development at grassroots levels. Unless it was yet
another of his populist vote-bank gimmick, the half-yearly or an-
nual board meetings being held ever since have often been incon-
sequential betraying the proverbial taunt, “nishastand, guftand
wa barkhwastand” (they sat, they talked and they dispersed”. ) In
the process, they consumed sumptuous full course “wazwan” (the
highly expensive Kashmiri feasting”,) mind you, by debit to the
public exchequer, in the nature of a living tribute to the memory
of the self-proclaimed stalwart. One need not remind the worthy
participants of these meetings that the money they spent to satiate
their itch for an occasional wazwan certainly does not belong to
them and they have absolutely no right to waste it that too when
countless people are yet to have safe drinking water, good traffic-
able roads, irrigation facilities, schools and healthcare facilities.
Will Ghulam Nabi Azad take note of this, let’s see. We wish his
action should speak louder than his words.

The article is an editorial from KO’s archives and
was originally published on Wednesday, Dec 12, 2006

The Day of Freedom
and Partition

M Ahmad

ndia’s Independence Day marks the end of

the British rule in 1947 and the establish-

ment of a free and independent Indian na-

tion. It also marks the anniversary of the
partition of the subcontinent into two countries,
India and Pakistan, which occurred at midnight
on August 14-15, 1947.

British rule in India began in 1757 when, fol-
lowing the British victory at the Battle of Plassey,
the English East India Company began exercis-
ing control over the country. The East India
Company ruled India for 100 years, until it was
replaced by direct British rule (often referred to
as the British raj) in the wake of the Indian Mu-
tiny in 1857-58. The Indian independence move-
ment began during World War I and was led by
Mohandas K. Gandhi, who advocated for a peace-
ful and non-violent end to 200 year British rule.

The British Prime Minister Attlee appointed
Lord Louis Mountbatten as India's last viceroy,
giving him the task to oversee British India's in-
dependence by 30 June 1948, with the instruction
to avoid partition and preserve a united India,
but with adaptable authority to ensure a British
withdrawal with minimal setbacks. Mountbat-
ten hoped to revive the Cabinet Mission scheme
for a federal arrangement for India. But despite
his initial keenness for preserving the centre
and repeated talks, the mainly Hindu Indian Na-
tional Congress and the Muslim League could
not agree on the shape of the new state. The tense
communal situation caused him to conclude that
partition had become necessary for a quicker
transfer of power. Britain’s Parliament passed
in July 1947 the Indian Independence Act. It or-
dered that the dominions of India and Pakistan
be demarcated by midnight of August 14-15,
1947, and that the assets of the world’s largest
empire—which had been integrated in countless
ways for more than a century—be divided within
a single month. Accordingly Lord Mountbatten
confirmed the date for independence as 15 Au-
gust 1947. As soon as this was announced, British
troops were withdrawn to their barracks. In the
weeks leading up to independence, responsibil-
ity for maintaining law and order was handed
over to the Indian Army.

India was formed mostly of Hindu regions,
while Pakistan was mostly Muslim areas.The
partition of India forced millions of people to
leave their homes to move to the other state. The
India-Pakistan partition is regarded as one of
the "largest" and "most violent" political migra-
tions in human history. The horrors of partition
in 1947 will always be a terrifying, blood-stained
blot.

Partition meant that millions of people found
themselves on the ‘wrong’ side of the borders.
Ten million became refugees in what was the
largest population movement in history. Mus-
lims travelled to Pakistan; Sikhs and Hindus
to India. Up to a million of these refugees were
killed in a series of horrific massacres in the bor-
der regions. The partition displaced between 10

=
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and 20 million people along religious lines, creat-
ing overwhelming calamity in the newly-consti-
tuted dominions. It is often described as one of
the largest refugee crises in history. There was
large-scale violence, with estimates of the loss
of life accompanying or preceding the partition
disputed and varying between several hundred
thousand and two million.The violent nature of
the partition created an atmosphere of hostility
and suspicion between India and Pakistan that
affects their relationship to this day.

It is estimated that millions of people were
killed and millions displaced. They lost every-
thing overnight. They were uprooted and forced
to become penniless refugees, hundreds of miles
from what had been home for generations.
Nearly 6.5 million Muslims moved from India to
West Pakistan and 4.7 million Hindus and Sikhs
moved the other way. The Partition brought with
it many uncertainties, where violence, pain and
distress seemed to be the only certainties. This
period in history witnessed gendered violence
inflicted on women where they were kidnapped,
raped, publicly humiliated and had their geni-
talia mutilated. Women were also killed in the
name of honour by their families, and many were
forced to die by suicide in an attempt to protect
their chastity. Across the borders, while villages
were plundered and burnt, women were mutilat-
ed and sexually tortured, and trains of migrants
crossing in opposite directions were found full of
dismembered bodies.

The partition was a highly controversial ar-
rangement, and remains a cause of much tension
on the Indian subcontinent even today. Many
British leaders including the British Viceroy,
Mountbatten, were unhappy over the partition
of India and he had not only been accused of
rushing the process through but also is alleged
to have influenced the Radcliffe Line in India's
favour. The commission took longer to decide
on a final boundary than on the partition itself.

Thus the two nations were granted their inde-
pendence even before there was a defined bound-
ary between them. The boundary line between
India and Pakistan, also known as the Radcliffe
Line was demarcated by British barrister Sir
Cyril Radcliffe on August 3, 1947. It was officially
published only on August 17, 1947, two days after
India got its independence from the British. On
the day of partition, people of Bengal's Muslim-
dominated districts- Murshidabad and Malda-
had put Pakistani flags on their houses, but they
later came to know that were part of India. Chit-
tagong, with only 2 percent Muslim population
went to Pakistan

On the other hand, this day is also an occa-
sion for celebration. On this day, the first Prime
Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru raised the
Indian national flag above the Lahori Gate of the
Red Fort in Delhi. In his famous Independence
Day speech, he said, “Long years ago, we made
a tryst with destiny and now that time comes
when we shall redeem our pledge. At the stroke
of today’s midnight hour, when the world sleeps,
India will awake to life and freedom.”

However, a bitter memory lingers in history
along with celebration. This was summed up by
Mahatma Gandhi’s remark, “From tomorrow
(15th August), we shall be delivered from the
bondage of British Rule. But from midnight to-
day, India will be partitioned too. While, there-
fore, tomorrow will be a day of rejoicing , it will
be a day of sorrow as well. It will through a heavy
burden of responsibility upon us"

Views expressed in the article are the

author’s own and do not necessarily represent the
editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

The writer is a regular writer for this

newspaper and can be reached at
specialachivers@gmail.com

How India Can Sustain
Rapid Economic Growth

BARRY EICHENGREEN
POONAM GUPTA

EW DELHI - One coun-

try stands out from the

gloomy overall tone of

the International Mon-
etary Fund’s recent update of its
World Economic Outlook. Against
the backdrop of tepid 3.2% global
growth in 2022, the IMF expects In-
dia’s GDP to expand by 7.4%. This is
the fastest growth of any large econ-
omy except Saudi Arabia, which
is the incidental beneficiary of up-
ward pressure on global oil prices
from Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s war against Ukraine. India
may be buying Russian crude at a
discount, but, as the world’s third
largest oil importer, it is still bur-
dened by high oil prices.

One might quibble that India
had an exceptionally difficult pan-
demic, so it now has exceptional
scope for bouncing back. But other
countries hit hard by COVID-19,
such as Mexico, are not doing near-
ly as well. One might also note that,
with India’s still-rapid rate of popu-
lation growth, per capita incomes
are rising more slowly than the ag-
'gregate GDP figures. But a popula-
tion growth rate of 1% doesn’t fun-
damentally change the story.

India’s annual GDP growth in
excess of 7% is in fact the continu-
ation of an ongoing acceleration,
from roughly 5.7% in the 1990s, to
6.2% from the turn of the century to
the 2008 global financial crisis, and
then to 6.9% from the crisis to the
eve of the pandemic. The country
has benefited from a buoyant tech
sector, surprisingly robust agricul-
tural productivity gains, and de-
cent manufacturing growth. With
the worst of the pandemic now be-

hind it, the economy is firing on all
cylinders.

The question is whether this
can last. Unfortunately, there are
good reasons to believe that, given
current policies, the answer is no.

To maintain its growth momen-
tum, India needs to export more.
The country has never been an ex-
port powerhouse, to put it mildly.

may no longer be available to India.

The country can of course bor-
row abroad to finance its current-
account deficit and domestic in-
vestment. But India continues to
underperform as a destination for
foreign direct investment, which
is deterred by bureaucratic ob-
stacles to doing business. Having
discarded suggestions that it issue

In the future, Indian exporters will face a less

favorable external environment. China’s economy has
slowed. The United States may not be able to avoid recession,
and Europe is already in one. So it is not clear whence demand for
India’s exports will come. Every Asian economy that has
successfully expanded its manufacturing sector has scaled up by
exporting, but this avenue may no longer be available to India

Exports of services help, but the
outsourcing of back-office and cus-
tomer-facing services is now poised
to slow, as firms “friend-shore”
more of their operations. The cur-
rent government’s commitment to
investing in logistics seems prom-
ising, but only time will tell how
investment projects pan out. Rupee
depreciation can make merchan-
dise exports more competitive and
limit consumption of imports. But
the Reserve Bank of India, treating
exchange rate stability as an impor-
tant totem, has been reluctant to let
the rupee fall.

In the future, Indian exporters
will face a less favorable external
environment. China’s economy has
slowed. The United States may not
be able to avoid recession, and Eu-
rope is already in one. So it is not
clear whence demand for India’s ex-
ports will come. Every Asian econ-
omy that has successfully expanded
its manufacturing sector has scaled
up by exporting, but this avenue

dollar bonds, the government now
seeks to encourage foreign inves-
tors to purchase local currency
bonds. But this revised strategy is
no less risky. Foreign investors in
local currency bonds tend to cut
and run at the first sign of trouble,
since they otherwise will be hit by
the double whammy of falling bond
prices and a falling exchange rate.
Nor does the government have
space to borrow from residents to
finance additional spending on the
infrastructure, health care, and ed-
ucation needed to sustain long-term
economic growth. General govern-
ment debt is already 90% of GDP.
The primary budget deficit, which
excludes interest payments, is 3%
of GDP. The government pays an
average of 8% interest on its debt.
But the authorities are able to
keep interest rates at that level, and
maintain a veneer of debt sustain-
ability, only by requiring banks
and other institutional investors
to hold government bonds. This in

turn limits the banks’ ability to pro-
vide essential investment finance
to the private sector. Meanwhile,
much of what the government takes
in as revenue goes to entitlements
and interest payments. Additional
capital spending will therefore
have to come from the private sec-
tor. And private savings are low by
international standards.

Most fundamentally, the gov-
ernment seems to have found it
hard to implement structural re-
forms. Having experienced push-
back from vested interests, it has
basically taken significant reforms
of labor and product markets off the
table.

Given its favorable demogra-
phy, democratic polity, and large
and diversified economy, India can
in principle grow at 7% or higher
for years to come. But the only
route to such growth that remains
open runs through structural re-
forms that relax all of the aforemen-
tioned constraints at a stroke.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer. The
article was originally published by
Project Syndicate

Barry Eichengreen, Professor of
Economics at the University of
California, Berkeley, is a former
senior policy adviser at the
International Monetary Fund.
He is the author of many books,
including In Defense of Public Debt
(Oxford University Press, 2021).
Poonam Gupta, Director General
of the National Council of Applied
Economic Research, is a member of
the Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister of India.
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“Because he looks at electoral demographics with
abold new standpoint and shakes up traditional
structures and processes, Modi has made the BJP
as a huge machine at granular levels.

Book Review

How Modi's Art of Politics
Is Propelling His Party

The book gives an insight into how PM Modi reinvented BJP without compromising
the home-grown way of party-building.

: S ‘N |
Faremard ) WALTER A.\DI'.RSF @

THE

ARCHITECT

OF THE NEW

BJP

Shadab Hassan valley-based party in the early 2015.

The fractured mandate that the post-
2014 flood politics of Jammu and Kashmir
threw on the political chessboard saw some
shrewd dices being tried in a long-drawn
political drama driven by parleys. The
thumping majority in Jammu majorly be-
ing credited to his Lalkar rally rhetoric sim-
ply checkmated the shrewd politician like
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and forced him
to sign the pact for the so-called “unholy”
alliance.

Despite offers of grand-grouping from his
Kashmir nemesis, the former home minis-
ter of India chose BJP to respect “people’s
mandate and sentiments”. The move was
dismissed as a “political suicide”, but it
eventually proved a win-win situation for
the top BJP man who not only forced the

When Narendra Modi arrived in Jammu at
the fag-end of 2013 to address his 'Lalkar’
rally, he brought home the sweeping po-
litical change that would propel his par-
ent party to ascent on the Delhi throne in a
matter of months.

Behind his nationalist party’s sharp gains,
reveals a new treatise, was the man who
wooed massive investments in his home-
town Gujarat despite bad press and cutting
activism.

Much of what premier Modi has achieved
as the Bharatiya Janata Party leader has
now become a new political tome—The Ar-
chitect of the New BJP: How Narendra Modi
Transformed the Party.

Authored by veteran political scribe Ajay

HOW NARENDRA MODI
TRANSFORMED THE PARTY

66

Singh, the book was released this June by H rigid regional party on the table, but later
Penguin Random House India. part from glVlng an walked away with the cake of Article 370. ATAY >
The paperback is inked with the insight- interesting account Of a But how did this Modi-led BJP achieve its : J Y SI NG “

70-year-long Mission Kashmir?

Singh credits PM Modi’s strategic acumen
for influencing thoughts and actions of peo-
ple to achieve the tough political task.

He heavily relied on a superstructure of
the party that he built to forge the internal
unity and external influence. The biogra-
pher details how the man charmed “out-
siders” to join the caravan and went on to
challenge the established norms.

Singh mentions his first meeting with
Modi in 1996, when the premier was BJP’s
National General Secretary. While decon-
structing Modi’s Gujarat years and the
2014 political methods, Singh argues that a
flurry of poll wins that the party achieved
under his leadership essentially required
an institution-creation ability, than a mere
charisma.

While covering 40 years of Modi’s politi-
cal journey, Singh gives some rare insights
into the work and manner of India’s prime
minister from a reporter’s angle.

The scribe started working on this book
in 2017 and went on to examine the past
and the future of the party based on exten-
sive interviews with workers, leaders and

ful details about the BJP’s top gun and his
strategies to sweep some tough political
battles of recent times.

Before his political advent in 2014, the
author argues, the political reality of India
was different. Hindus would vote on caste
lines, while minorities lined up enbloc. At
the same time, coalition politics was ruling
the roost.

In this political backdrop, the party which
had just two seats in 1984, came to power
twice since 2014. Behind the massive man-
date, the author argues, were the organisa-
tional skills of Narendra Modi.

“It’s naively assumed that Modi’s rise
has solely to do with Hindutva plus
economic development — often called
‘Moditva’,” Singh argues in the new
Modi biography.

“But this view ignores the methods he
deployed to broaden the base of his organ-
isation, the BJP, and helped to connect it
with more and more people. His ways are
often old textbook methods, applied with
more tenacity and conviction, and even his
rivals have started imitating his innova-
tions, albeit unwittingly.”

With 35 years of reporting experience,
Singh has deep insights about Modi and his
methods. He constructs the chronology of
how BJP as an organisation and party grew
under Modi’s leadership.

BJP's rise from piggybacking
on the socialist group, the
architect of the New BJP
offers excellent details about
the social psychology and
political events.

riveting as the scribe details Modi’s growth
from his home state to a national level on
the basis of his decision-making skills and
cadre-creation.

Singh writes about Modi’s organisational
feats resulting into a paradigm shift for the
BJP—the party that began to look at poli-
tics as the art of the possible. “He [Modi]
realised the efficacy of trained cadre, sus-
tained positive narratives of change and
of charting new territories,” Singh writes.
“Because he looks at electoral demograph-
ics with a bold new standpoint and shakes
up traditional structures and processes,
Modi had made the BJP as a huge machine
at granular levels.”

Apart from giving an interesting account
of a party’s rise from piggybacking on the
socialist group, the architect of the New BJP
offers excellent details about the social psy-

The fractured mandate that the post-2014 flood politics of Jammu and Kashmir threw

onthe political chesshoard saw some shrewd dices being tried in a long-drawn political
drama driven by parleys. The thumping majority in Jammu majorly being credited to his
Lalkar rally rhetoric simply checkmated the shrewd politician like Mufti Mohammad

observers.
Giving a detailed account of Modi’s cour- ‘
age to experiment and innovate, Singh
dishes out a simple and interesting story,
leaving the analytical depths for the read-

Singh details the grassroots and ground
politics that Modi touched in the states
other than Gujarat.

The thread of the political profile remains

Tom Boellstorff

attie’s metaverse romance
\| began with anonymous
texting. At first “C” would
admit only to living in a nearby
town. Nattie eventually learned
“Clem” was a man with a solitary
office job like hers. For Nattie
“lived, as it were, in two worlds” -
the world of office tedium and an
online world where “she did not
lack social intercourse.”

Texting drew them closer:
“annoyances became lighter be-
cause she told him, and he sym-
pathized.” Nattie soon realized
“she had woven a sort of romance
about him who was a friend ‘so
near and yet so far’.” Their blos-
soming relationship almost failed
when Clem’s co-worker visited
Nattie’s office pretending to be
Clem, but the deceit was exposed
in time for their “romance of dots
and dashes” to succeed.

With that last sentence I gave
away the ending to “Wired Love,”
source of the quotes above. Pub-
lished in 1879, Ella Thayer’s novel
of “the telegraphic world” makes
remarkable  predictions.  Yet
“Wired Love” is planted firmly
during the time of what journalist
Thomas Standage aptly termed the
“Victorian Internet.” Many aspects
of the current metaverse were al-
ready familiar 143 years ago.

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW

History is more than fun facts:
It deeply shapes ways of think-
ing and acting. As an anthropolo-
gist who's been studying virtual
worlds for almost two decades,
I've found that the metaverse’s
rich past shapes what too often
appears unprecedented.

This isn’'t accidental. The con-
temporary metaverse is over-

chology and political events.

ers who choose to look at them.

Among other things, Modi’s tactical feats
forged an alliance—the watershed event in
contemporary Kashmir politics—with the

whelmingly owned and devel-
oped by corporations whose
profit models demand focus on
the Next Big Thing. This typically
sidelines history - with massive
financial and social implications.

At its core, the metaverse is de-
fined by the concept of the virtual
world. As “Wired Love” illustrates,
the telegraph and later the telephone
constitute early virtual worlds.

Multi-user dungeons, or MUDs,
arose in the second half of the
20th century. These virtual worlds
appeared on local computer net-
works in the late 1970s, and en-
tered dial-up internet services in
the 1980s and 1990s. Richard Bar-
tle, co-creator of the first MUD,
noted that by 1993 over 10% of all
internet traffic was on MUDs. Vir-
tual worlds with graphics, includ-
ing avatars, date back to Habitat,
launched in 1985.

With advent of broadband in
the 2000s, many key aspects of
the contemporary metaverse
became established. Longtime
metaverse observers like Wagner

James Au have repeatedly empha-
sized how many “new” develop-
ments have rehashed long-stand-
ing debates.

REAL ESTATE AND THE LAWS OF
VIRTUAL PHYSICS

Consider what metaverse his-
tory reveals about virtual real es-
tate. Pundits enthuse about the
virtual “land rush” and emphasize
location. For instance, virtual world
The Sandbox sells plots for around
$2,300, but in December 2021
someone paid $450,000 to pur-
chase land next to a virtual man-
sion owned by rap star Snoop Dogg.

Why the price spike? Co-found-
er Sebastien Borget explained
that The Sandbox has a finite
number of plots, and people can
access only adjacent plots. Thus,
only a few people can own virtual
land next to Snoop Dogg.

[ believe that The Sandbox is
deeply indebted to the virtual
world Second Life, where spaces
to practice building have been
termed “sandboxes” since its

Sayeed and forced him to sign the pact for the so-called “unholy” alliance.

2002 launch.

Second Life originally had
“point-to-point teleportation”
(P2P). You could arrive anywhere
in an instant. But in 2003 Linden
Lab, the company that owns Sec-
ond Life, disabled P2P. Residents
trying to reach a destination would
appear at the nearest “telehub.”

This had implications for real
estate. Valuable for businesses
and entertainment, plots of land
near telehubs sold for top dollar
— until 2005, when Linden Lab
suddenly announced the end of
telehubs and the return of P2P.

Land near former telehubs no
longer had special value; some
people lost thousands of dollars.
The most powerful landlord can’t
change the laws of physics, but
Linden Lab could literally recode
scarcity out of existence.

Fast-forward almost 20 years.
Land next to Snoop Dogg’s virtual
mansion is scarce: A plot could
cost $450,000 because The Sand-
box doesn’t have P2P. But were
the company to suddenly add P2P,
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Fast-forward almost 20
years. Land next to Snoop
Dogg’s virtual mansion is
scarce: A plot could cost
$450,000 because The
Sandbox doesn’t have P2P.
But were the company to
suddenly add P2P, that
$450,000 investment could
become nearly worthless.
That pundits have tended
toignore this fact reveals
the danger of forgetting
metaverse history

that $450,000 investment could
become nearly worthless. That
pundits have tended to ignore
this fact reveals the danger of for-
getting metaverse history.

IMMERSION - SENSORY OR
SOCIAL?

Another example of metaverse
history’s importance concerns
the idea of virtual environments.
Virtual worlds don’t just connect
places; they’re places in their
own right.

People played chess using the
telegraph 150 years ago; those
virtual chessboards weren't lo-
cated on either end of the wire.
In 1992 Bruce Sterling noted that
telephone calls don’t take place in
your phone or in the other per-
son’s phone. They take place in a
virtual environment: “The place
between the phones. The indefi-

nite place out there, where the
two of you, two human beings,
actually meet and communicate.”

In 1990, Habitat’s founders
concluded that the metaverse is
defined more by the interactions
among people within it than by
the technology that creates it.
They were particularly skeptical
of virtual reality technologies,
noting “the almost mystical eu-
phoria that currently seems to
surround all this hardware is, in
our opinion, both excessive and
somewhat misplaced.”

At issue isn't VR’s potential,
but the Matrix-like idea that sen-
sory immersion is necessary to
the metaverse in every instance.
The key distinction is between
sensory immersion and social
immersion. The idea that virtual
environments require VR misun-
derstands “immersion.” It’s also
ableist, since not everyone can see
or hear. The metaverse’s history
indicates that social immersion is
the metaverse’s foundation.

LEARNING FROM HISTORY

The metaverse has a long way
to go, but it already has a long
history. Proximity and immersion
are just two examples of crucial
topics this history can demystify.

This is important because the
current, rampant mystification
isn’t accidental. The emerging
version of the metaverse is over-
whelmingly owned and devel-
oped by Big Tech. These com-
panies seek to manufacture the
perception that the metaverse is
new and futuristic. But metaverse
histories are real; they can reveal
past mistakes and contribute to
better virtual futures.

By arrangements with The Conversation




Multi-Specialty
Medical Camp Held
At Noor Bagh

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Directorate of
Health Services Kashmir
on Saturday organized a
multi-specialty medical
camp at Health Centre
Noor Bagh Srinagar under
the aegis of Azadi Ka Am-
rit Mahotsav.

The medical camp was
organized by the DHSK,
team CMO Srinagar, NGO
Art of Living Bangalore and
105 Rajputna Rifles BB cantt
Srinagar.

During the medical
camp, specialist consultation
was given to 800 patients by
Dr Uffage MD obstetrics and
gynecology, Dr Majid Shafi
psychiatry and addiction
treatment, CMO Srinagar Dr
Jameel Mir (Orthopaedics).

During the medical,
RBSK and NCD teams also
screened the general pa-
tients. Free medicines were
provided by the medical
team Zone SR Ganj.
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Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign

Srinagar Admin. Displays 1850 Meters
Long Tricolour At Bakshi Stadium

Teenage Girl From
Srinagar Set To Publish
Her Second Book

Agencies

. ganizing such a grand event

Observer News Service of displaying the 1850 meters
1 National Flag that instil.

Srinagar: To mark the cel- ong nauonaLt as that Instls

ebrations under ‘Har Ghar Ti-
ranga’ campaign as a part of
ongoing ‘Azadi ka Amrut Ma-
hotsav’, the District Admin-
istration Srinagar Sunday
established a National record
by displaying 1850 Metres
long National Flag at Bakshi
Stadium to celebrate 75 years
of Independence.

The first ever largest flag
holding ceremony in Jammu
and Kashmir was presided
over by the Chief Secretary,
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Mohammad
Aijaz Asad and all District &
Sectoral Officers, besides 5000
citizens gathered together at
the venue to take part in the
National Flag holding cer-
emony to mark 75 years of In-
dependence under Har Ghar

A
l

Tiranga campaign as a part of
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

On the occasion, the Chief
Secretary took a round of the
stadium to inspect the 1850
metres long flag held/dis-
played by thousands of citi-

zens to mark the celebrations
under ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Secretary lauded
the efforts of the District Ad-
ministration Srinagar for or-

the spirit of nationalism, sac-
rifice and fraternity amongst
the citizens.

Deputy = Commissioner,
Srinagar also spoke on the oc-
casion and appreciated all the
participants for making the
event a grand success.

It is pertinent to mention
that around 500 persons were
engaged to roll and unroll the
1850 meters long Flag as per
the National Flag Code. Be-
sides, it took 10 days to stitch
the record 1850 meter long na-
tional flag.

It is also worth mention-
ing that the 1850 Metres long
national flag unfurled today
at Bakshi stadium is one of
the longest national flags of
its kind displayed in the coun-
try. The Flag was made of
Khadi Fabric.

Srinagar: An 18-year-old girl
from Srinagar is set to publish
her second book, Esoteric (Po-
etry) and is going to be released
on Amazon, Kindle, Kobo, Google
Play books and Flipkart.

The book is being published
by JEC Publication.

Zabrain Wandroo, a resident
of Khanyar who is student of Psy-
chology at Amar Singh College
Srinagar published her first book
"Her Suicide Note" in 2021.

Zabrain said that she has
been writing poetry for 2-3 years
and described her passion.

Wandroo said that in her 64
page second book, she has writ-
ten 47 poems which were mainly
her thoughts and memories that
she has been unable to share
with anyone.

The author has received an
appreciation award from India
Book Of Records for her first
book at the age of 16.

She is a naturalist and a firm

believer of Islam and she finds
solace in gaining and sharing
knowledge.

Wandroo said that she is an
avid reader which has induced the
passion of writing in her and her
aim in life is to work for society
and become a successful author.

"My main motive behind pub-
lishing this work is to show people
that writing is a way to empty
your mind from stress and share
the thoughts which we are usually
unable to speak about." she said,
adding" A lot of people usually find
it difficult to share their problems
with others and this stress eats
them up from inside and writing
it down can possibly help one to
stress less and feel better."

A person should share his/
her knowledge because if a person
leaves this world, their knowl-
edge will stay alive," she said,
adding that she strongly believes
that culture defines a person and
one should always entertain it's
culture no matter how low or high
they are in life.

KU’s NSS Organizes Mega Cleanliness Drive

To Celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Observer News Service

ALLEN

CAREER INSTITUTE
SRINAGAR

being.
Speaking on the occasion,

pendence.
“Our NSS office, Department

Srinagar:

cleanliness drive at the main
campus in connection with the

ongoing celebrations related &
to Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsavin

the University.

Top officers of the Uni-
versity including Registrar
Dr Nisar A Mir, Controller of
Examinations Dr Majid Za-

man, Provost (Boys) Prof Aijaz [%

Ahmad Wani and NSS Coordi-
nator Dr Mussavir Ahmad led

the cleanliness drive under ¥

the banner of ‘Swachhata Ab-
hiyan’.

Scores of students and NSS vol-
unteers picked up brooms to clean
the main campus premises and

Kashmir University’s
office of National Service Scheme
(NSS) on Sunday organized a mega

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir said the
commemoration of Azadi ka Am-
rit Mahotsav at the University of

of Students Welfare, Law Depart-
ment, Directorate of Physical Edu-
cation and Sports, Sheikh-ul-Alam
Chair and other departments
have organised very impor-
tant events in the last 15 days.
More events are in the pipe-
line,” he said.

The cleanliness drive
was also attended by Hostel
Wardens Dr Javiad Sheikh
and Dr Mehraj Ahmad be-
8 sides NSS programme offi-
cers Dr Henna Basharat and /
Dr Shazia Malik. (

@)

TN NSS Coordinator Dr Mus- \ =
savir Ahmad gave a brief ERY P
Kashmir has seen active involve-  about the activities being conduct- P Y
ment of University faculty, stu- ed by NSS in the University and its ANNAM HUSSAIN IZHAN QAISAR BAIZA MANZOOR
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affiliated colleges. He thanked the
University administration for its e e

dents and non-teaching staff in
various events which highlighted

raise awareness on the importance  the country’s glorious past and its ~ support to NSS programmes. o
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'Chhari-Mubarak' Puja
Marks Ritual Culmination
Of Amarnath Yatra

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: 'Chhari-Mubarak’,
'Pujan’ and 'Visarjan" was per-
formed on the banks of Lidder
river in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on Sunday, marking
the ritual culmination of the an-
nual Amarnath yatra.

The annual pilgrimage of
Chhari-Mubarak the saffron-
robed holy mace of Lord Shiva --
culminated at Pahalgam with its
last rituals 'Pujan’ and 'Visarjan',
its custodian Mahant Deependra
Giri said in a statement.

Group of seers and pilgrims
who had come from various
parts of the country joined the
pujan. Later, 'Karri-Pakouri'
'bhandara’ was organized and

'dakshina’ was offered to them.

Addressing the gathering, Giri
congratulated and thanked the
Indian Army, BSF, CRPF, J-K Po-
lice, Health Department, people
and all the agencies involved
with making arrangements, for
the successful yatra.

He appreciated the services
rendered by all the voluntary or-
ganizations for providing langar,
medical and other facilities to
the pilgrims. He also expressed
happiness over the cleanliness
at the camps.

Giri appreciated the efforts
made by Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine
Board, Jammu and Kashmir as
well as Anantnag administra-
tion for making annual pilgrim-
age a success.

Private Unaided B.Ed
Colleges Hold Working
Body Polls After 16 Years

Sajad Ahmad Wani
Elected President, Syed
Athar Treasurer

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Sajad Ahmad Wani,
the founder of Sheikh-ul Alam
College, was elected as the Presi-
dent of the Kashmir private un-
aided B. Ed Colleges Association
in an election held after a gap of
sixteen years, reports said Sunday.

The elections for the eight
posts of the working body were
held under the supervision of
Chairman Election Committee
(CEC) Advocate Peerzada Abid at
Adhaan Hotel Lawaypora in the
city outskirts on Saturday.

Abid said that elections were
held using a secret ballot box to
choose a democratically elected
body that will look after the
day to day affairs of the private
unaided B.Ed colleges running
across the Valley.

The decision to hold elections
was taken in the backdrop of
general body meetings held on

July 2 and July 28 at Lake City
College of Education, Shalimar
and Dr Igbal Training College,
respectively.

Besides Wani, 7 more mem-
bers were elected to the various
posts of the working body.

Dr A R Khadim Of Green Val-
ley College, Lethpora, Pampore
was elected as Chief Organizer,
Prince Parvez of Wular Valley
College, Bandipora was elected
as Vice President North, Faroze
Ahmad Sheikh of Maxwell Col-
lege Pulwama as VP For South,
Arshid Gul Baber of Afarwat
College Of Edu, Janbazpora
Baramulla as General Secretary,
Manzoor Ahmad Khosa of Kash-
mir Paradise College, Parihas-
pora, Pattan as Joint Secretary,
Syed Athar Of Lake City College,
Shalimar as Treasurer and Mo-
hammad Shafi Lone of Islamic
Discovery College, Kulgam as
Assistant Treasurer.

Pertinently, the last elections
were held in 2006, in which prom-
inent educationist and the found-
er of Caset College Prof C.L Vishen
was elected as the President.

Info Dept Auditorium
Named After Santoor
Maestro Bhajan Sopori

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The auditorium hall
of Jammu and Kashmir's infor-
mation department building has
been named after Santoor mae-
stro Pandit Bhajan Sopori, an of-
ficial statement said on Sunday.
The maestro, who was a na-
tive of north Kashmir's Sopore
district, passed away in June.
"Sanction is hereby accorded to

the naming of Auditorium Hall,
Information Department, Polo
ground, Srinagar in the memory
of Late Pandit Bhajan Sopori," the
J-K government said in an order.
A Padma Shri, Sopori had
received  multiple  awards
throughout his career includ-
ing the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award in 1992 and the Jammu
and Kashmir State Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Jmm

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Ahead of Indepen-
dence Day, security has been
beefed up and frisking of ve-
hicles has increased here to en-
sure an incident-free celebra-
tion, police said.

The Independence Day cel-
ebration will be held at M A
Stadium here on Monday.

Police said in-charges of Bor-
der Police Posts are directed
to keep a vigil on infiltration
routes used by anti-national
elements in the past. Members

Security Beefed Up In

Ahead Of I-Day

of Village Defence Committees
and defence personnel will co-
ordinate with each other to en-
sure security, they added.

Amid heightened vigilance,
Jammu witnessed scores of ral-
lies by government and non-
government organisations, in-
cluding political parties, army,
police and schools in the last
two days, they said.

On Sunday, a walkathon was
organised under 'Har Ghar Ti-
ranga' campaign to mark the
celebrations under 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' on Sunday.

The walkathon started
from Gulshan Ground Jammu
and culminated at Maharaja
Hari Singh Park via Jammu
University.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, advisor
to Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police Mukesh Singh and
president of Chamber of Com-
merce Arun Gupta participated
in the walkathon.

Speaking on the occasion,
Bhatnagar urged people to hoist
the national flag on Indepen-
dence Day.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Sunday launched
the second phase of Skill Devel-
opment Training Program for
women and youth in Banking,
Financial Services & Insurance
(BFSI) Sector, here at SKICC.

In the second phase, 5000
youth from UT will be trained
to tap the employment avenues
in the flourishing Banking & Fi-
nancial Services sector.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Lt Governor appreciated the
efforts of Mission Youth, Bom-
bay Stock Exchange (BSE) and
State Bank of India for coming
together to provide a vibrant
medium to train and empower
5000 J&K youth in BESI Sector.

Emphasizing on equal partic-
ipation of girls in the BFSI train-
ing programme, the Lt Gover-
nor asked the Mission Youth
and BSE to ensure that 2500
young girls from the UT are en-
rolled in the training.

He further called for ensur-
ing minimum participation of
200 youth from every district
and focusing on those from un-
derprivileged sections of the
society, followed by systematic
facilitation for starting their
professional career.

Highlighting the initiatives
taken by Mission Youth to
transform the youth into am-
bassadors of peace, prosper-
ity and development, the Lt
Governor said that the various
programmes aimed at Liveli-
hood Generation, Education,
Skill Development, providing
systematic financial assistance
has led to opening new vistas
for our enterprising youths,
besides connecting them with
various development oriented
initiatives of the government.

Mission Youth has partnered

with reputed institutions of the
country including BSE Institute,
ICICI Foundation, Ashok Leyland,
Wipro etc. with an aim to facili-
tate skilling of youth in various
high employability potential
sectors, said the Lt Governor.

Despite Covid pandemic, more
than 30,000 youth, including
11,600 girls, have been provided
with direct livelihood means
during 2021-22, he added.

Stressing that Financial In-
clusion is the key to achieving
sustainable development and
improving the quality of life,
the Lt Governor said that the
recent reforms and initiatives
of the government have made
banking and credit facilities ac-
cessible to all.

Earlier, J&K lacked a solid mech-
anism for providing financial and
banking literacy to the youth as
banking facilities were limited to
a few, he further observed.

The talented youth of J&K are
playing an instrumental role
in making UT a star performer
in startup ecosystem. We are
making dedicated efforts to im-
part financial and banking edu-
cation to our youth, harness-
ing their potential by creating
an enabling environment and
equipping them with skills as
per requirements of the chang-

LG Launches 2nd Phase Of Skill

Dev Training Program
5000 Youth To Be Trained In BFSI Sector

ing global market, the Lt Gover-
nor said.

The Lt Governor observed
that the administration will
continue to run institutional

and employment oriented
training programs in the UT
through ‘Mission Youth’ to em-
power the youths of J&K.

The industrial revolution tak-
ing place in the UT and the mas-
sive private investment coming
to J&K will provide 5 to 6 lakh
employment opportunities to
the youth, the Lt Governor fur-
ther added.

A number of customized
livelihood generation schemes
including Mumkin, Tejaswini,
Spurring Entrepreneurship,
Rise Together, Avsar, Re-defin-
ing Paradise and Home Stay
Development have already
been designed for the youth of
Jammu and Kashmir wherein
the government is acting as
facilitator for the youth to es-
tablish a sustainable livelihood
in various economic sectors, it
was informed.

The Lt Governor also made
special mention of the youth
who have successfully estab-
lished their ventures, and are not
only earning livelihood for them-
selves but are also providing em-
ployment to many others.

Lic Keen To Re-Enter Mediclaim Segment, Awaiting Regulatory Clarity: Chairman

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Insurance behemoth
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC)
is keen to re-enter the medi-
claim segment as and when the
regulator provides clarity on the
issue, its chairman has said.

"We are already doing a lot of
long-term health protection and
guaranteed health products. And
we are evaluating the suggestion
that the regulator Irdai made
recently,” LIC Chairman M R Ku-
mar told PTI when asked about
the same during its earnings call
over the weekend.

The chairman further said, "I
don't think it will be difficult for
us as we already offer some of
the health products."

Mediclaim policies, which are
indemnity-based health plans,
are the best-selling health insur-
ance products in the country.

However, in 2016, the Insur-

ance Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority of India (Irdai)
had asked life insurers to with-
draw indemnity-based health
plans from the market.

Life insurers since then have
been allowed to offer only fixed
benefit health plans.

Under indemnity-based
health insurance plans, the in-
surer provides reimbursement
for the money spent on medical
treatment up to the sum insured.

For fixed benefit health in-
surance plans, a fixed amount
is paid out of the sum insured
for pre-determined illnesses or
medical conditions.

Recently, the new Irdai Chair-
man Debasish Panda had said it
was time life insurers re-entered
the health vertical as he had
given a mandate to the industry
to ensure that every citizen has a
health insurance policy by 2030.

However, Panda later clarified

that the regulator was only eval-
uating the pros and cons of al-
lowing life insurers to sell health
insurance policies and that no
decision has been taken yet.
Globally, in most markets, life
insurers sell health policies.
Currently, there are 24.50
lakh life insurance agents in the
country, while there are only
3.60 lakh agents in the general
and health insurance category.
If life insurers are allowed into
the health insurance sector, the

number of agents will jump by
600 per cent, increasing health
insurance penetration signifi-
cantly in the country.

However, according to indus-
try watchers, there are some dif-
ficulties in the proposal.

For instance, the claims de-
partment in a life insurer is ori-
ented towards payment of the
claim on death or policy matu-
rity but health insurance claims
are logged by around 7 per cent
of the insured during the year.

But others counter that life
insurers already have the neces-
sary infrastructure in terms of
distribution and policy servicing
to offer these plans.

In fact, this is an opportunity
to further elevate the experience
from what it was before 2016
when these policies were being
offered by life insurers.

Though regulations vary from
country to country, the concept

of composite insurance com-
panies exists in some countries
wherein life insurance compa-
nies are allowed to sell both life
and general insurance products.

Over the weekend, the na-
tional insurer LIC had reported
a manifold jump in June quarter
net income at Rs 682.9 crore,
driven by record premium in-
come, as against a paltry Rs 2.94
crore a year ago.

The profit rose despite the in-
surer reporting lower margins,
which the management attrib-
uted to changed product mix
and booking less than 50 per
cent of the profit from equity
which plunged to Rs 5,076 crore
from Rs 11,368 crore in June
2021.

But a record 61 per cent jump
in new policy sales buoyed the
bottom line, Chairman Kumar
had told reporters at the earn-
ings call.

Max Gallantry Medals
To JKP, CRPF For
Anti-Militancy Ops

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The CRPF and
Jammu and Kashmir Police were
decorated with the maximum
gallantry awards for undertak-
ing counter-terrorist operations
in the Union Territory as the
Centre announced various ser-
vice medals for a total of 1,082
personnel on the occasion of In-
dependence Day.

The Union Home ministry
issued the roll of honour on
Sunday, the eve of 76th Inde-
pendence Day, for the personnel
of all the state police forces as
well as the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs).

The decorations include a to-
tal of 347 police medal for gal-
lantry (PMG), 87 President's
police medal for distinguished
service and 648 police medals
for meritorious service.

Under the PMG category of
medals, 204 personnel are being
awarded for their gallant action
in Jammu and Kashmir, 80 for
displaying bravery in Left Wing
Extremism or Naxal violence-
affected areas and 14 personnel
for showing bravery in North-
East Region, the home ministry

said.

In all, 30 PMGs were given
posthumously. A number of per-
sonnel were decorated with the
gallantry medal for the second
or third time with CRPF Assis-
tant Commandant Loukrakpam
Ibomcha Singh getting it the
sixth time.

The maximum gallantry med-
als at 109 have been received by
the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) followed by 108 to the
J&K Police, 19 to the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) and six each
to the Indo-Tibetan Border Po-
lice (ITBP) and Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB).

The CRPF, according to offi-
cials, got 83 bravery medals out
of the 109 in its kitty for opera-
tions in J&K.

The paramilitary is the largest
central force deployed in the UT
and undertakes combat against
terrorists along with the JKP and
its special squad SOG (special
operations group) and the Army.

Among the state police forc-
es, 42 gallantry medals have
been given to Maharashtra, 15
to Chhattisgarh among others
forces and Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs).

Human Resources Management
Vital For Efficacious Health Care
Across J&K: Govt

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Government of
Jammu and Kashmir apart from
establishing a robust healthcare
delivery system also focuses
on effective human resource
management being vital for ef-
ficacious health care is provided
to public across J&K, an official
spokesperson said.

During the period of COV-
ID-19 pandemic, he said, when
everything in the country came
to standstill, it was health sys-
tem and its dedicated staff
members along with front line
workers which worked round
the clock to provide all possible
assistance to patients affected
with virus.

“With the constant and dedi-
cated duties during the pan-
demic, the morale of the staff
members like Medical, para-
medical, technical, ministerial
and other allied supportive staff,
had to be encouraged. The time-
ly resolution of service issues
of these employees with regard
to career progressions/ promo-
tions, among others was need of
the hour,” he added.

In the backdrop of this, the
spokesperson said, an underly-
ing issue regarding non-avail-
ability of updated Service Re-
cruitment Rules of J&K Health
& Family Welfare (Subordinate)
Service, which obstructed the
existing staff members from
their rights to avail promotions
from the last more than 03 de-
cades, has been resolved on fast
track basis.

“This initiative paved the way
towards removal of stagnation
of staff members (Ministerial/

Para-medics) and also intro-
duced a new series of academic
and technical qualifications in
the updated Recruitment Rules,”
he said.

The updated cadre strength of
existing categories of employ-
ees along with newly created/
upgraded posts will definitely
prove a step forward towards
employment generation as
well as career progression for
all such in-service manpower
whose morale was low due to
undefined career progression in
the old Recruitment Rules.

With the issuance of these
Rules, the Health & Medical
Education Department has been
able to clear promotions of 1093
posts of in-service employees
belonging to different catego-
ries within a record spell of one
month.

The process of conducting De-
partmental Promotion Commit-
tees (DPCs) for the purpose will
continue till the backlog posi-
tion is cleared. Besides, regular
DPCs are also being conducted
concurrently in other subordi-
nate wings of the H&ME Depart-
ment like Government Medical
Colleges of UT of J&K, Govern-
ment Dental Colleges and De-
partment of Ayush.

The H&ME Department ex-
tends best wishes to all such em-
ployees who have been recently
promoted/regularized including
those whose cases are being
considered by the Department
on priority for assuming new
positions with higher respon-
sibilities and will ensure that
desired level of expectations are
achieved towards the delivery of
better health care services.

Finance Ministry Plans To Review
Exemption-Free Tax Regime To
Make It More Attractive

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The finance minis-
try is proposing to soon review
the exemption-free new tax re-
gime with a view to making it
more attractive for individual
income taxpayers, sources said.

Eventually, sources said, the
government aims to establish a
system where there are no ex-
emptions and the complex old
tax regime with exemptions and
deductions is terminated.

The Union Budget 2020-21
introduced a new tax regime.
Taxpayers were given the op-
tion to choose between the old
regime with various deductions
and exemptions and the new tax
regime that offered lower tax
rates without exemptions and
deductions.

The intention behind the
move was to provide signifi-
cant relief to the individual
taxpayers and to simplify the
income-tax law.

Asked about the experience
of the new tax regime, sources
said, there are clear signs that
people who have finished their
home and education loans are

E O A AWATY RN

willing to shift to the new tax
regime as they have no exemp-
tions to claim.

Sources further said that low-
ering of taxes in the new regime
would make the new tax regime
more attractive.

A similar tax regime for cor-
porate taxpayers was intro-
duced in September 2019 by
significantly lowering rates and
removing exemptions.

The government had an-
nounced a cut in base corporate
tax for then existing companies
to 22 per cent from 30 per cent;
and for new manufacturing
firms, incorporated after Octo-
ber 1, 2019, and starting opera-
tions before March 31, 2024, to
15 per cent from 25 per cent.
Companies opting for these new
tax rates will have to forego all
exemptions and incentives.
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Cumulative COVID-19 Vaccine Doses
Administered In India Cross 208.21
Crore-Mark: Health Ministry

Agenceis

New Delhi: The cumulative num-
ber of COVID-19 vaccine doses
administered in the country
crossed the 208.21 crore-mark on
Sunday, with over 20 lakh doses
administered till 7 pm, the Union
health ministry said.

The daily vaccination tally is
expected to increase with the
compilation of the final reports
for the day by late night.

With 16,24,241 precaution
doses administered to those
aged 18-59 years till 7 pm, the
total number of precaution dos-
es given in this age-group has
reached 6,68,15,334 so far, the
ministry data said.

Those aged 60 years and above
have been administered 3.65
crore precaution doses so far.

Over 3.97 crore children in the
age group of 12-14 years have
been administered the first dose,
while more than 6.14 crore adoles-
cents in the age group 15-18 years

have been given the first dose.

The countrywide vaccination
drive was rolled out on January
16 last year with healthcare
workers getting inoculated in
the first phase. Vaccination of
frontline workers started from
February 2 last year.

The next phase of COVID-19
vaccination commenced on
March 1 last year for people over
60 years of age and those aged
45 and above with specified co-
morbid conditions.

Vaccination for all people aged

more than 45 years began on
April 1 last year. The government
then decided to expand the am-
bit of the vaccination drive by al-
lowing everyone above 18 years
to be inoculated against Covid
from May 1 last year.
Inoculation of adolescents
in the age group of 15-18 years
commenced on January 3. India
began administering precaution
doses of vaccines to healthcare
and frontline workers and those
aged 60 and above with comor-
bidities from January 10.

India, China Must Not Allow Their
Politics To Interfere In Internal Affairs Of
Nelghbours Bhutan s Former Premier

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: India and China
must "not allow their politics to
interfere in the internal affairs"”
of their neighbouring countries,
Bhutan's former prime minister
Tshering Tobgay said on Sunday.

Responding to a question
by former foreign secretary
Shyam Saran at an event here,
he said as long as there is inter-
ference in their internal affairs,
the countries sandwiched be-
tween India and China will find
it exceedingly difficult to grow.

[ think both countries India
and China must not allow their
politics to interfere in the inter-
nal affairs of the neighborhood.

"As long as there's interference
in the internal affairs in the neigh-
boring countries, I do believe that
these countries will find it exceed-
ingly difficult to grow, he said at a
lecture organised by think tank
Centre for Policy Research.

China is going to grow, they've
already been growing, they're go-
ing to keep going. India is grow-
ing and because it has the larg-
est population and the youngest
population, its growth trajectory
is going to be unstoppable.

"The question is for the
neighborhood, those countries
that are sandwiched are we go-
ing to grow or not, he added.

The former Bhutan prime

minister said India has demon-
strated its commitment to its
neighbours but they have failed
to capitalise on the opportunity
for meaningful regional coop-
eration. He also said that India
should be given a permanent
seat in the United Nations as the
world has much to gain from it.
The Bhutanese leader re-
called how in 2014, Prime
Minister ~ Narendra  Modi

invited the leader of all SAARC
countries for his inauguration.

No other country outside the
SAARC membership was ex-
tended that honour. Modi's ges-
ture of goodwill was aimed at
bringing together and strength-
ening all the countries in the
neighborhood, he said. That
message of uniting and fulfilling
such potential has somehow not
been accorded the urgency and
importance it deserves, he said.

We must do more. Similarly
in 2019, after coming to power
for a second term Modi ji invit-
ed the BIMSTEC leaders for the
inauguration ceremony.

"Once again, we are demon-
strating India's resolute com-
mitment towards its neigh-
bours. But once again, our
neighborhood has failed to
capitalise on the opportunity for
meaningful regional coopera-
tion. Like SAARC, BIMSTEC too
has a long way to go, he said.
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J&K Is Scripting

who had made significant sacrifices
to provide us a free and independent
nation, while fulfilling our obliga-
tions towards the future of the golden
Jammu and Kashmir of 2047.

Sinha, he said, further stated that
the Prime Minister started world’s
biggest Jan Abhiyaan and every part of
the nation including Jammu Kashmir
is witnessing Har Ghar Tiranga Utsav.

“We are citizens of a great nation
where every inch of the pious land is
filled with ancient values, culture and
traditions,” the LG added.

The spokesperson said that the
LG observed that Amrit Mahotsav of
Azadi is being celebrated in Shopian,
Kulgam, Jammu, Kishtwar, Rajouri,
Poonch, and in every district, every
village and 1 crore 30 lakh people
are walking on the path of progress
and peace envisioned by the Prime
Minister.

The LG, he said, also asserted that
J&K is scripting history in every sector.

“Unprecedented performance in
various parameters has been record-
ed, improving the standard of living of
every citizen with equality and social
justice,” he added.

Heavy Security Blanket

country is celebrating Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav to mark 75 years of
Independence.

In Kashmir, where the main func-
tion will be held at the Sher-e-Kashmir
Cricket Stadium with Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha presiding over
it, drones, snipers and policemen in
plain clothes have been deployed for
surveillance.

Vehicle checking has been intensi-
fied, according to officials, while po-
lice and paramilitary forces have been
deployed in strength at many places
in the city and elsewhere in the Valley
to thwart any attempts by militants to
disrupt the celebrations.

Random search of vehicles and
frisking of people is also being carried
out at several places in the Valley, they
said.

Sharp shooters have been deployed
at all high-rise buildings around the
stadium to prevent any untoward
incidents.

Human and technical surveillance
is being used to ensure that the day
passes off peacefully.

“Aerial watch is being maintained in
major markets of Srinagar city, looking
for miscreants, criminals and subver-
sive elements. Such elements should
know that there is an eye above look-
ing for them,” the Srinagar police said
on Twitter.

Following a call by banned mili-
tant groups United Liberation Front
of Asom (Independent) (ULFA(I)) and
National Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN) to “boycott” the Independence
Day celebrations and “total shutdown”
in five states of the Northeast, security
has been tightened.

In Agartala, additional forces have
been deployed in strategic areas, while
dog squads have been put into service
to thwart any untoward incident, of-
ficials said.

A senior BSF officer said the 856-km
international border has been put on
high alert to ensure peace during the
celebrations.

In Assam, a multilayer security ar-
rangement has been put in place
across parade grounds and other sen-
sitive places, a top police officer said,
adding that that they have informa-
tion on some movements of the insur-
gent groups in a few districts, mostly
in those along the inter-state border
with Arunachal Pradesh.

“We have got inputs of militant
movements in a few districts, mostly
in Upper Assam along the inter-state
border with Arunachal. The dis-
trict SPs have been asked to deploy

a multi-layered security system in
and around the parade grounds in
the state,” he said on condition of
anonymity.

The main Independence Day func-
tion in Assam will be held at the
Veterinary College Playground in
Khanapara in Guwahati.

On August 5, ULFA(I) and NSCN is-
sued a joint statement calling for a
“boycott” of the Independence Day
and a “total shutdown” from Sunday
midnight till 6 pm on Monday.

The police forces in Punjab and
Uttar Pradesh (UP) also made some
key arrests of suspects linked to ter-
ror groups, ahead of the Independence
Day.

In UP, the police has arrested a
19-year-old man for allegedly hav-
ing links with terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed and being in touch with
handlers in Pakistan and Afghanistan
through social media, officials said on
Sunday.

The Punjab Police on Sunday
claimed to have busted a Pakistan ISI-
backed terror module and arrested
four persons. The operation was car-
ried out jointly by the Punjab Police
and the Delhi Police.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann will unfurl the tricolour in a
state-level function in Ludhiana on
Monday, while his Haryana counter-
part Manohar Lal Khattar will unfurl
the flag in Panipat’s Samalkha amid
tight security.

Situation In J&K

are going to their schools without
any fear, employees are attending
their offices without any fear, the busi-
nessmen are doing their businesses
without any fear. Daily life is going on
normally.

There is no obstruction in any way
today and everyone, people, security
forces, are working together for that.
So, the security situation is much bet-
ter and we will further better it, he said.

Singh said the anti-infiltration grid
has been made stronger which has re-
sulted in almost zero infiltration along
the borders.

There were attempts, and they suc-
ceeded in a few, but in total, the situ-
ation along the border is much better
than before and there is a much bet-
ter control. Now, since it has become
difficult to come via the ground, they
are using drones to transport weapons
as the neighbour continues its sinister
designs, he said.

The use of drones has become a
challenge, but we are fighting it very
well. Huge modules involved in this
in the last two years have been bust-
ed and the majority of the items like
weapons and narcotics have been
seized. We will take stronger action
on it and will overcome this challenge,
the DGP said.

Singh said the graph of militancy is
coming down but Pakistan’s conspira-
cies have not stopped yet

Small, young boys, who are not yet
to mature, are being radicalised one
way or the other and involved in the
new form of hybrid terrorism. A com-
mon boy who till yesterday was study-
ing and living his life normally is radi-
calised and suddenly involved in some
terror act and the road to his return is
closed, he said.

Singh said he was happy that sever-
al of such youths have returned to the
mainstream with the help of police,
security forces and their families.

The recruitment has come down, but
there is a need to stop it and bring it
totally down and we are working on it.
The way infiltration is down, the recruit-
ment is coming down, the graph of mili-
tancy will come down as well, he said.

Asked about the presence of mili-
tants across the LoC, he said the
launchpads were intact.

In fact, there is a huge pressure to
push those, including from Kashmir,

who have been staying there for long,
he said, adding security forces will
continue to act on stopping them from
sneaking into the valley.

To a question about the security
measures taken for the smooth con-
duct of the Independence Day func-
tions, Singh said all the security ar-
rangements have been put in place.

Preparations have been done.
Where there is a need for technol-
ogy, it has been used. Every measure,
which is needed, has been taken to
make the security stringent, he said.

LG Greets People

All of us must strive for the re-
alization of the dream of making a
peaceful, progressive and prosperous
Jammu Kashmir,” the LG said, as per
an official spokesperson.

In this “Amrit Kaal Khand”, he said,
let us all strengthen our resolve to
build a fear-free, corruption-free and
terrorism-free Jammu and Kashmir,
a J&K which our forefathers had
dreamt of; where violence has no
place, where social and religious
harmony form the very core of the
society; where women, children,
youth, aged, poor, underprivileged
have equal rights, live a quality life
and are equal partners in India’s de-
velopmental journey.

J&K Govt Scarps

appointed in the Union territory
of J]&K on an equal footing with their
earlier appointed counterparts who
may be occupying the same/com-
parable posts in the cadre.

“Further, a significant number of
grievances from the newly appoint-
ed employees and in-service can-
didates who apply for higher posts
but are not given pay protection,
will also be alleviated,” he added.

Earlier, the spokesperson said,
the Establishment-cum-Selection
Committee (ECSC) headed by the
Chief Secretary had found these
rules to be discriminatory in nature
facing several impediments in their
implementation, and had recom-
mended their scrapping.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to
the Lieutenant Governor, Dr. Arun
Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, J&K
and Nitishwar Kumar, Principal
Secretary to the Lieutenant
Governor attended the meeting.

Encounter In
Downtown

The police said the injured per-
sonnel was shifted to the GMC
hospital in Anantnag where he suc-
cumbed to injuries.

(Inputs from PTI)

PM Pays Homage

generation the torture and pain
suffered by the countrymen and
will inspire citizens to maintain
peace and harmony “forever”.

“The partition of the country in
1947 is that inhuman chapter of
Indian history, which can never be
forgotten. The violence and hatred
claimed millions of lives and dis-
placed innumerable people.

“Today, on ‘Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day’, I bow to the
lakhs of people who suffered the
brunt of the Partition,” he said in
Hindi.

While announcing his govern-
ment’s decision to observe the
‘Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day’, Modi had noted that millions
of people were displaced and a
huge number of people lost their
lives due to the mindless hate and
violence.

BJP president ] P Nadda remem-
bered those who paid an unbear-
able price during the Partition. “We
must never forget how politics of
selfishness & personal interests led

to the Partition & pain,” he said.

The BJP also hit back at Ramesh for
his swipe at Savarkar over two-nation
theory, with its IT department head
Amit Malviya saying that it was first
propounded by AMU founder Syed
Ahmed Khan way back in 1876, much
before Savarkar was even born.

Savarkar and the Hindu Mahasabha
had, in fact, opposed the idea of the
Partition till the very end, he claimed.

Congress leader Ramesh also asked,
“Will the PM also recall today Shyama
Prasad Mookherjee, the founder of
the Jan Sangh, who championed the
partition of Bengal against the wishes
of Sarat Chandra Bose, and who sat
in free India’s first Cabinet while the
tragic consequences of the Partition
were becoming evident?”

To this, Malviya said, “Hussein
Suhrawardy, responsible for the
Direct Action killings in Bengal, Sarat
Chandra Bose and Kiron Shankar Roy
demanded a united sovereign Bengal

ADMISSION

which would neither go to India nor
Pakistan but remain independent with
Muslim League Govt and remain a
Muslim majority province.”

Pakistan was carved out as a Muslim
country after the division of India
by the British colonial rule in 1947.
Millions of people were displaced and
lakhs of them lost their lives in the
communal violence that followed.

India will celebrate its Independence
Day on Monday.’

Govt Renames

As per the spokesperson, Singh said
that by this initiative the school chil-
dren would learn about the supreme
sacrifices of the martyrs.

“He said that it would immortalise
the brave hearts who sacrificed their
lives while protecting sovereignty and
integrity of the Nation. He said that ini-
tiative would give some special feeling
to the family members of the martyrs
and would act as an everlasting tribute

for the martyrs,” he added.
108-Feet High

terrorism, the PRO said.

The project is a part of Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ initiative of the cen-
tral government.

Major Gen Slaria appreciated the ef-
forts of all those involved in the com-
pletion of the project.

The people of Hyderbaigh Pattan
also appreciated the district adminis-
tration and the Army for this unique
initiative, which will remain etched
in the history of the area, the PRO
Defence said.

Govt Forces Locate

Later, both the militants, believed
to be from the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM), were gunned down
after an over four-hour gun battle. The
attack came five days ahead of India’s
76th Independence Day. (PTI)]
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3 Kashmiri Judokas In J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Three Kashmiri
judokas, including two girls
Tazeem Fayaz, Tamleek Shah and
one boy Basit Rafiq, have been
selected in the J&K Judo team for
participation in Senior National
Judo Championship to be held at
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

After selection trials cum J&K
UT Senior Judo Championship
held at Jammu, 17 members of
J&K Senior Judo Team were se-
lected for their participation in
the Senior National Judo Cham-
pionship which will be held at
Lucknow from 16th to 20th Au-
gust, 2022.

The Women’'s team include
Khushi Thakur, Jimmo Devi,
Tamleek Shah, Tazeem Fayaz,
Shweta Thakur, Pala and Anmol
Devi, while as the Men’s team

Team For National C’ship

include: Virbhadra Singh, Ak-
shay Sharma, Shashank Baru,
Rajat Singh, Danish Sharma, Ba-
sit Rafiq and Rajesh Singh.

Team coaches are Vikas Dogra
and Ritika Slathia, Manish Chat-
wal as Team Manager. Team
screening was done by Satish
Gupta Manager Indoor Sports
Complex, Anil Sharma Manager
Green Field and Dalbir Singh of
J&K Sports Council.

Prominent among others
present on the occasion were
Vikas Gupta Sr Vice President &
Suraj Sharma Gen Secretary. Ab-
dul Hamid Khan, Vice President,
J&K Judo Association, Gowhar
Khan, Joint Secretary, J&K Judo
Association and Senior Judo
Coach Shafkat Shafi and others
congratulated all the players
and wished the team for best
performance.

District Admin Ganderbal

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: District Adminis-
tration Ganderbal in collabora-
tion with Tourism Department
and Adventure Tourist Operator
Association of Kashmir organ-
ised a Rafting event in Sindh
Nallah on Sunday.

The event was flagged off by
Deputy Commissioner Gander-
bal, Shyambir and SSP Ganderbal,
Nikhil Borkar here at Wussan.

The rally commenced from
rafting point near Tourism Caf-
eteria Wussan and culminated

Organise River Rafting

at Wayil bridge.

The DC along with SSP board-
ed the Raft and rowed together
along with other rafts in the
gushing water of Sindh Nallah
with tricolor flying proudly in-
stilling the spirit of nationalism.

The Rafting was organised as a
part of ongoing HarGharTiranga
campaign to mark the celebra-
tion of India’s glorious 75 years
of Independence.

SDM Kangan, Tehsildar Kan-
gan, Dy. SP HQ, Tourism Officer
SDA, president ATOAK and other
officials.

Zimbabwe ODIs: Rahul To
Open, Gill ToPlay At No.3

.

1

posipe lﬂanu’s

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The ODI series
against Zimbabwe will be KL
Rahul’s dress rehearsal before
the Asia Cup and hence he is all
set to replace Shubman Gill at
the top-of the order alongside
Shikhar Dhawan for the upcom-
ing games.

With T20 World Cup being
paramount and Gill not ex-
actly in the scheme of things
as far as shortest format is con-
cerned, he might be handed
a number 3 slot in order to
ensure that his captain gets
enough game-time before the
continental championship in

the UAE, starting August 27.

This provided all three are fit
and available for all the games
in the series.

While there will be no Ra-
hul Dravid heading the team
of support staff for the short
three-match series, starting
August 18 in Harare, NCA head
VVS Laxman is almost certain to
follow the blue-print set by the
head coach.

Rahul’'s comeback also cre-
ates problems for young Gill,
who has had a stellar 50-over
series in the West Indies, where
he scored 64, 43 and 98 not out
in three games to win the ‘Play-
er of the Series’ award.

So will Rahul allow Gill to
continue his good form at the
top of the order or perch him-
self out there at the onset with
one eye on the Asia Cup?

In the 50-over set-up since
the home series against Eng-
land in 2021, Rahul was being
seen as a middle-order anchor
rather than an opener but once
he was the skipper in the ODI
series in South Africa, he had
promoted himself as an opener.

But the last ODI that he
played was against West Indies
in Ahmedabad, where with
both Rohit Sharma and Dhawan
present, Rahul was back in the
middle-order.

10A Felicitates CWG Medal

Winners With Cash Awards

Agencies

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Olympic Association felici-
tated Team India’s Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth
Games medal winners at the
Ashok Hotel, in Chanakya-
puri, New Delhi, on Saturday

awsarr  BOROSIL

adani

evening and presented cash
rewards of Rs 20 lakh, 10
lakh, and 7.5 lakh to the gold,
silver and bronze medallists
respectively.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing IOA General Secretary Ra-
jeev Mehta, Acting President
Anil Khanna, Treasurer Anan-

- \ \
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e
Amul

deshwar Panday, Team India’s
Birmingham 2022 Common-
wealth Games Chef de Mis-
sion Rajesh Bhandari, General
Team Manager Maninder Pal
Singh, and former IOA presi-
dent N. Ramachandran graced
the occasion and felicitated
the medallists.

Vettori, Arnold To Play
Legends League Cricket S2

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Daniel Vettori,
Russel Arnold, and Vernon Phi-
lander on Sunday were among
the former international play-
ers who committed themselves
to Legends Cricket League (LLC)
Season Two.

The tournament further an-
nounced that about 80 inter-
national and Indian players
committed their availability for
participation in the second sea-
son of the league. "They will be
available for pick up by the fran-
chisees for the drafting event to
be held in Mumbai soon," stated
an official release from the LLC.

Others who have commit-
ted to LLC season two are Fi-
del Edwards, Ricardo Powell,
Tino Best, Nick Compton, Ryan
Sidebottom, Phil Mustard, Jade
Dernbach, Richard Levi, Hamil-
ton Masakadza, Dimitri Mascar-

enhas, Samit Patel, John Mooney,
Nawroz Mangal, Manvinder Bis-
la, Amit Bhandari, Rajat Bhatia,
and Sudeep Tyagi.

Earlier, the league had an-
nounced that a special match
between India Maharajas and
World Giants will be played at
Eden Gardens on September 16.

Former India captain and cur-
rent BCCI president Sourav Gan-
guly will lead India while the
World Team will be captained by
2019 World Cup-winning skip-
per and England's former white-
ball captain Eoin Morgan.

Players from across 10 coun-
tries will be participating in this
special match. After this, the
second season of LLC will com-
mence from September 17 till
October 8. Overall, 15 matches
will be played in this season
with all the players and teams
travelling to each of the six cities
in caravan style.

SA Seamer Olivier Out

Of England Tests

- ——

Agencies

outh Africa fast bowler
SDuanne Olivier has been
ruled out of the three-
match Test series against Eng-
land after injuring his hamstring
in the warm-up defeat to the
England Lions this week.
“Duanne presented with sig-
nificant discomfort involving
his right hip flexor muscle. Af-
ter clinical assessment, he was
referred for an MRI scan, which
revealed a grade 2 tear involv-
ing the right pectineus muscle,”
team doctor Hashendra Ramjee
said in a media release from
Cricket South Africa.
South Africa will not call up

a replacement despite fellow
seamer Kagiso Rabada being in
a race to recover from an ankle
problem.

Lungi Ngidi, Anrich Nortje,
Marco Jansen, Lutho Sipamla
and Glenton Stuurman are the
other seamers in the squad.
The first Test starts at Lord’s on
Wednesday.

South Africa squad: Dean El-
gar (captain), Sarel Erwee, Mar-
co Jansen, Simon Harmer, Kes-
hav Maharaj, Aiden Markram,
Lungi Ngidi, Anrich Nortje,
Keegan Petersen, Kagiso Rabada,
Ryan Rickelton, Lutho Sipamla,
Rassie van der Dussen, Kyle Ver-
reynne, Khaya Zondo, Glenton
Stuurman.

'ROCK BOTTOM': Former Players

Out Of Your Control: Sunil Chhetri

Tells Players On FIFA Ban Threat

Press Trust of India

Tear Into Manchester United

Agencies

anchester  United
came in for heavy
criticism from

former players after they
crashed to a chastening 4-0
defeat by Brentford in the
Premier League on Saturday,
their second loss in as many
league games under new
boss Erik ten Hag.

The result left United bot-
tom of the table as Dutch-
man Ten Hag became the
first manager since John
Chapman in 1921 to lose
his opening two games in
charge of the club.

BBC pundit Chris Sutton
said United had "hit rock
bottom" while his former
strike partner Alan Shearer
put down the debacle to
years of mismanagement at
0ld Trafford.

"It is an absolute mess.
Years of failure... there is a
lack of leadership and the
recruitment has been ter-
rible,” Shearer said on BBC's
Match of the Day.

"It will take time and an
unbelievable amount of
money to get things right,
and a lot of patience from
the Manchester United fans.
They are miles away from
where there want to be."

BENGALURU: Seasoned
striker Sunil Chhetri on Sun-
day advised fellow players
to continue giving their best
on the pitch and not worry
about FIFA's threat of sus-
pension on Indian football.

Earlier this month, world
football governing body
FIFA had threatened to sus-
pend the AIFF and strip off
its right to host the women's
U-17 World Cup in October
due to a third party "influ-
ence", the warning coming
just days after the Supreme
Court's directive to hold
elections of the national
federation.

The SC-appointed Com-
mittee of Administrators
(CoA) has since, though,
started the electoral process.

The elections are slated
for August 28.

"I've spoken to the boys
and my advice is to not give
it too much attention be-
cause it is out of your con-
trol," Chhetri said during a
virtual media interaction
organised by his club Ben-
galuru FC in the build-up to
the new season.

"People who are involved
are doing their best to
make sure that we are go-

ing to come out with the
best results possible. Ev-
eryone is working hard
towards it. As far as play-
ers are concerned we are
going to make sure that
we do our work properly.
We have to make sure you
better yourself as a player.
Whenever you get an op-
portunity to represent your
club or your country, put
your best foot forward. All
other verticals in the AIFF
are trying to fix as much as

possible to make sure that
they come out with flying
colours," he said.

India is to host the FIFA
women's U-17 World Cup
from October 11-30 and the
Union Cabinet last month
approved the Signing of
Guarantees for hosting the
women's age group show-
piece in Bhubaneswar, Goa,
and Mumbai.

The Durand Cup will kick
off the season in Kolkata on
August 16 and Bengaluru

FC will take on Jamshedpur
FC on the second day of the
tournament.

Having won every major
national title since the team
came into existence in 2013,
the Blues will be desperate
to add the missing Durand
Cup to their trophy cabinet.

For Chhetri too, it's "very,
very special” as he also has
not won the oldest football
competition in Asia, whose
131st edition will be held
this year.

bad as that in the first half."
The Sunday Times went
with the headline "Rock
bottom" while The Sun de-
scribed it as "Ten Green
Bottle Jobs", referring to the
colour of the new third kit
that United were sporting.
United, who finished
sixth last season to miss out
on the Champions League,
host Liverpool next Monday.

tion of the club”.

"I thought United would
do better but they have
been  mauled, bullied,
messed about with like
you wouldn't believe, and
there's nowhere to hide," he
said on Sky Sports. "I have
been watching United for
42 years and I can't think
of a moment when I have
thought things have been as

Brentford scored four
goals within 35 minutes in
the first half against a woe-
ful United side, who have
now lost seven straight
games on the road stretch-
ing back to last season.

Former United defender
Gary Neville, who has been
critical of the owners, the
Glazer family, said we were
witnessing the "annihila-
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SADHLU SARAN YADAY D NATK MITRAB H. SIDDIOUIL

SHAHEED CONSTABLE  SHAHEED CONSTABLE  SHAHEED CONSTABLE  SHAHEED CONSTABLE LUGUN JOSEPH RAJU
2 IC (NOW COMDT) SECOND-TN-COMMAND ASSTT.COMDT

SUNIL KALITA SHARMA L SUDARSHAN KHURSHID KHAN RAMESH RANJAN DY.COMDT

COMNSTABLE
CHAUHAN C. MANSING 5 LOGCAMNATHAM

SUBINSPECTOR ASSTT.SUB INSPECTOR CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE HEAD CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
AVNEESH YADAY PRAMOD KUMAR JHA  MAHATI KALUNDIA SUNIL KANDULNA LALU BAURI RAM PRAKASH YADAV SUNIL DHULL

CONSTABLE CONSTABLE PFS.CHOUDHARY CTANDW HC.) HEAD CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE AJAY MALIK HEAD COMNSTABLE HEAD COMNSTABLE
MNAZIR AHMAD L. LONBALE K. UPASEAD ASSTT.COMDT SATENDRA KUMAR RAM SWARUF YADAV SHAIK MAHAMMAD RAFl  SUBASH C. HEMBRAM ASSTT.COMDT REKAL SINGH KRISHMNA MURARI KR.
1" BAR TO PMG) (1*T BAR TO FMG)

CTANOW HC.) HEAD CONSTABLE CONSTABLE COMSTABLE MNARENDER YADAY RAHUL MATHUR L. IBOMCHA SINGH COMSTABLE
SUBHASH CHANDREA REAIBEER SHARMA MNAVA JYOTI DAS RAJ ITAURTYA SECOND-IN-COMMAND DY.COMDT ASSTT.COMDT KRISHNENDU DUTTA
(4™ BAR TO PMGH

CT.ANOW HC.) NABENDER YADAY AMIT KUMAR ANIEUDH F, SINGH

CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE COMNSTABLE
SHIVA KANT SARO] KUMAR SONU B. V. LAKHABHAL RAJEEV KUMAR POONIA SECOND-IN-COMMAND ASSTT.COMDT ASSTT.COMDT
" BAR TO PMC) 1 BAR TO PMG) (1" BAR TO PMG)

COMNSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE ASSTT.SUB INSFECTOR CONSTABLE COMNSTABLE COMSTABLE
RAHUL SINGH SUSHEEL KUMAR RAJIB RABHA SANTOSH KUMAR SAJAD AHMAD LONE PANKA] KR. CHOUDHARY ANIL KUMAR SINGH MOHIT SINGH BIFIN KUMAR SATAPAL SINGH

1" BAR TO FMG) (2" BAR TO FMG)

CONSTABLE CONSTABLE NARENDER YADAV L. IBOMCHA SINGH HEAD CONSTABLE HEAD CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
ANIL KUMAR YADAV AJAZ AHMAD CHOPAN  SECOND-IN-COMMAND ASSTL.COMDT ASSTT.COMDT SANTOSH KR, TRIFATHI RAJ KUMAR SIMNGH FEDA HUSSAIN DAR VIVEK KUMAR TIWARI
(2" BAR TO FMG) (2"" BAR TO PMG) 5™ BAR TO PMG) (1" BAR TO PMG)

H. PRASAD CHAUDHRY COMNSTABLE INSPECTOR HEAD CONSTABLE COMSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
ASETT.COMDT SUMESH 5 IRSHAD MAYKI SOREN zﬁf;:;:l:;: SANDEEF KUMAR RAMAJEET KR. CHAUHAN
i ]

HEAD CONSTABLE
RAJASHEKHAR NAIDU V

SATENDRA PRATAF SINGH COMNSTABLE CONSTABLE RADHE SHYAM SINGH
ASSTT.COMDT ARUN KEUMAR B SANDEEF M COMMANDANT
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