
Two Militants 
Killed In Kulgam 
Gunfight: Police
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two local mili-
tants of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
were killed in a firefight with 
government forces in South 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district, po-
lice said Monday.

The encounter, according to 
a police spokesperson, erupt-
ed when a joint team of police, 
army’s 1RR and the paramili-
tary CRPF personnel launched 
a cordon and search operation 
in Nowpora-Kherpora village 
of Kulgam on Monday.

During the search operation, 
he said, the hiding militants 

fired indiscriminately upon 
the joint search party which 
was retaliated effectively lead-
ing to an encounter.

“However in order to evac-
uate the civilians trapped 
around the encounter site, the 
joint team ensured the evacu-
ation of all civilians to the saf-
er places,” he said.

In the ensuing encounter, 
the spokesperson said that 
two local LeT militants were 
killed and their bodies were 
retrieved from the site of en-
counter. He identified the 
duo as Zubair Ahmad Mir of 
Qaimoh and More on P6

Pak Intruder Killed Along IB In Jammu: BSF

A Pakistani intruder was killed by BSF troops along the 
International Border (IB) in Jammu district early Monday, 
officials said. A BSF spokesman said the area domination 

party noticed the intruder heading towards the border fence with 
an intention to cross over. “Our party challenged him to stop but 
he paid no attention and continued his movement More on P6

AMARNATH YATRA

Forces On Alert, All 
Arrangements In Place: LG

THERE IS A LOT OF ENTHUSIASM in the people of Jammu 
region and in Kashmir too this year and I see the local 
people are also ready to welcome the visiting pilgrims.”

Observer News Service

Jammu: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha said on Monday that the 
security forces in the Union 
Territory are alert and have 
made adequate arrangements 
for the smooth conduct of the 
annual Amarnath yatra sched-
uled to begin from Thursday.

Sinha, who is also the chair-
man of the Shri Amarnathji 

Shrine Board (SASB), made 
these remarks while speak-
ing to media persons at Yatri 
Niwas, Bhagwati Nagar here 
on Monday, an official spokes-
person said.

Sinha, he said, also stated 
that lakhs of families had to 
face financial hardship since 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra could 
not be held for the last two 
years due to Covid pandemic.

“There is a lot More on P6

Yatra All Set 
To Resume 
After 3 Years

Shri Amarnath Shrine 
Board (SASB) is 
pulling out all the 

stops to ensure smooth 
pilgrimage, scheduled to 
begin on June 30, to the 
holy cave shrine housing 
the naturally formed ice-
lingam in south Kashmir 
Himalayas. Jammu and 
Kashmir administration 
is also augmenting the 
efforts of the Shrine 
Board by providing fool 
proof security cover 
along both the Pahalgam 
and Baltal routes to the 
holy cave, a senior official 
said. While the board is 
making arrangements for 
the pilgrims intending to 
undertake the pilgrimage, 
it has More on P6

INCRIMINATING MATERIALS, 
ARMS & AMMUNITION have been 
recovered from the site of encounter. All 

the recovered materials have been taken into case 
records for further investigation.”

IGP Chairs High 
Level Security Meet
Threat Of Sticky 
Bombs, Grenade; Drone 
Attacks Discussed
Observer News Service

Srinagar: With just two days 
left for the Amarnath yatra to 
begin, the top brass security 
on Monday discussed a range 
of security issues, including 
the threat of sticky bombs, 
grenade and drone attacks by 
militants to disrupt the annual 
pilgrimage taking place nearly 
after three years.

The high-level final joint se-
curity review meeting was held 
in South Kashmir’s Anantnag 

district on Monday and chaired 
by Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Kashmir, Vijay Kumar, a 
police spokesperson said. The 
IGP, he said, was flanked by a 
galaxy of officers including GOC 
VictorForce, IG CRPF Kashmir 
ops Sector, DIGs of BSF, ITBP, 
CRPF & DIG SKR Anantnag.

Besides all district SSsP & 
COs of South Kashmir were 
also present.

On the onset of meeting, 
the spokesperson said that IGP 
explained the agenda of the 
meeting as strengthening of 
coordination between Army, 
CAPFs and J&K Police and 
stressed upon More on P6

HYDERPORA ‘ENCOUNTER’

SC Asks J&K HC To 
Hear Plea Of Man 
Seeking Son’s Body
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
Monday asked the Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court to consider 
either on Tuesday or within a 
week the plea of a man seeking 
a direction to exhume the body 
of his son, who was dubbed a 
militant and killed in a contro-
versial encounter in November 
2021 and to permit the family 
to conduct last religious rites at 
the same graveyard.

A vacation bench of Justices 
Surya Kant and J B Pardiwala 
also requested the high court 
consider the plea for the grant 
of compensation to Mohammad 
Latief Magrey for the death of 
his son Aamir Magrey.

The bench took note of the 
submission of senior advocate 
Anand Grover, appearing for 
the father of the deceased, that 
now he does want to press for 
the first relief that the body 
be allowed to be exhumed for 
performing last religious rites 
at the family graveyard. Now I 
have taken the instruction. The 
single-judge More on P6

CORONA COMEBACK?

Top Doctor Sounds 
Caution, Says Don’t Panic

Slight Uptick In Cases, 67 Test Positive

The daily Coronavirus cases in Jammu and Kashmir continue to show 
a slight rise as 67 more people on Monday tested positive for virus, 
even as no fresh fatality was reported in the Union Territory during 

the last 24 hours. Jammu province registered 47 fresh cases of novel 
Coronavirus while 20 others were reported from the Kashmir Valley, taking 
the total number of people infected since the onset of pandemic in the UT 
to 454865, officials said Monday. In the Valley,  More on P6

Sacrificial Animals 
To Be Costlier By 
Rs 25/Kg This Eid
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on 
Monday fixed the rates for 
sacrificial livestock in the 
Kashmir Valley ahead of 
Eid-ul-Azha.

According to an order, the 
director Food Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs depart-
ment has revised and re-fixed 
the rates of Qurbani (sacrifi-
cial) livestock in the valley.

“Consequent upon the de-
cisions taken in the meeting, 
regarding fixing/ review of 
rates of sacrificial (Qurbani) 
livestock, held today on 27-
06-2022 and in superses-
sion of all previous notifica-
tions issued on the subject 
and in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon me under 
Jammu & Kashmir Mutton 
Licensing & Control Order, 
1973 read with SRO – 31 dated 
1974, I, Dr Abdul Salam Mir, 
Director Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs Department, 
Kashmir revise and re-fix the 
sale rate of Qurbani livestock,” 
read the order.

It reads that the rates for 
Delhi Walla More on P6

3 J&K Photojournalists Receive 
Pulitzer In New York

Religious Leaders 
Voice Support For 
Amarnath Yatra
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The members of civ-
il society, including prominent 
religious leaders on Monday 
extended their support to the 
Union Territory administration 
for the peaceful conduct of the 
annual Amarnath Yatra begin-
ning Thursday.

The announcement in this 
regard was made during a day-
long conference titled ‘Milchar’ 
—‘The Future of the Future 
in Kashmir’s Context’ held at 
SKICC here on Monday, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

He said that the civil society 
members from different parts of 
Kashmir came together to give a 
message of solidarity against the 
targeted killings and to discuss 
the role of religious leaders as well 
as to welcome Amarnath pilgrims.

“The conference was organ-
ised with an aim to study the 
role of Islamic religious leaders 
in creating harmony between 
different communities as well 
as to explore the future of future 
in Kashmir’s context,” he added.

During the conference, the 
spokesperson said that sev-
eral prominent religious lead-
ers highlighted the significance 
of civil society in contemporary 
times and the ways for creating a 
harmonious and livable society.

The conference, he said, also 
discussed the importance of 
Amarnath yatra and its contri-
bution More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: As the daily 
Coronavirus cases continue to 
show a slight increase in Jammu 
and Kashmir, a senior doctor 
on Monday cautioned people 
against lowering guard 
and paying no heed to 
Covid guidelines that 
can degenerate the 
situation.

Director SKIMS 
Prof. Parvaiz A. Koul 
asked people not to 
panic and instead fol-
low Covid appropriate 
behavior to contain further 
spread of the infection in the Valley, 
an official spokesperson said.

Koul, he said, maintained that 

the situation was not worrisome as 
the positivity rate so far is not that 
high and hence there is no need to 
panic but lowering guard and pay-
ing no heed to Covid guidelines 
can degenerate the situation.

He advised people to exercise 
caution in the face of recent re-

ports of an increased num-
ber of COVID cases from 

various parts of the 
country.

“The rising num-
bers call for adoption 

of measures like use 
of masks and frequent 

hand washing in exercise 
of abundant caution for pre-

vention of the spread of respira-
tory viruses in general and SARS 
CoV2 in particular”, More on P6

Zaid Bin Shabir

Srinagar: After a pandemic-in-
duced hiatus, two Kashmiri pho-
tojournalists and their Jammu 
colleague were among dozens 
of journalists, poets and au-
thors who were honoured at the 
Pulitzer Prizes ceremony held at 
Columbia University on Saturday.

The three J&K based scribes 
Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan, and 
Channi Anand were given the 
prestigious award in 2020 for 
capturing life in Kashmir after 
the scrapping of Article 370 ex-
ecuted through the communica-
tion clampdown.

“Receiving the Pulitzer Prize 
at Columbia University in New 
York. What a great honour. A big 

thanks to both families AP and 
home. I am humbled,” Mukhtar 
Khan, one of the winners, wrote 
on his Twitter handle.

Pertinently, the awards pre-
sented on Saturday have only 
covered 2020 and 2021. The win-
ners of the More on P6

Rising Mercury, Less Rainfall Forcing 
Snakes Out From Burrows
Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: Even as the heavy 
downpour last week forced 
people in Kashmir Valley to 
take out woolens in the month 
of June, the rise in temperature 
and less rainfall in the recent 
months has led to increased 
snake sightings across Jammu 
and Kashmir, according to a re-
port by Wildlife SOS.

Wildlife SOS (WSOS) is a non-
profit charity established in 
1998 with the primary objective 
of rescuing and rehabilitating 
wildlife in distress across India.

The report says that there 
has been a considerable hike 
in the number of snake rescues 
conducted by conservation 

NGO, Wildlife SOS this year as 
compared to last year.

“In the month of April, a 
nearly four-foot-long Levantine 
Viper was found inside a resi-
dential area in Srinagar within 
the Zabarwan Forest Range,” 

the report says.
The panicked residents who 

spotted the snake in their gar-
den immediately informed the 
Wildlife SOS Rapid Response Unit.

The report further adds that, 
after an hour-long operation 

conducted by Aaliya Mir, 
Kashmir’s first and only female 
snake rescuer, the venomous 
snake was carefully extricated 
in what was the season’s first 
viper rescue.

It adds that another Levantine 
Viper was rescued from the 
mess of a government office.

“This species is known as 
‘Gunas’ in the local language 
feeds on rodents, lizards and 
birds, and is found in the 
mountainous regions of Jammu 
and Kashmir,” it reads.

Aaliya Mir, Education Officer 
and Programme Head- Jammu 
and Kashmir, Wildlife SOS said 
“Our helpline starts receiving 
snake rescue calls generally 
from the month More on P6
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13 Test Corona Positive In 
J&K

 

Observer News Service

 

Srinagar: At least 13 more 
people tested positive for 
Coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday while 
no fresh fatality was reported 
across the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

 

While Jammu division re-
corded just a single new case 
of Covid-19, the remaining 12, 
officials said, were detected 
from several districts of the 
Valley, taking the number of 
people infected since the on-
set of pandem- ic in 
J&K to 

Every word has 
consequences. Every 

silence, too
- Jean Paul Sartre

Widom

Teenager’s Body 
Retrieved From Pond
SRINAGAR: A team of State 
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) 
personnel on Monday retrieved 
the body of a teenager, who 
had drowned in a pond in North 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district on 
Sunday. 17-year-old Altaf Ahmad 
Tanchi’s body was retrieved by 
the SDRF personnel from a pond 
in Rajwar area of Handwara on 
Monday morning, reports said.
The teenager had drowned in the 
pond on Sunday afternoon when 
he and other boys were taking a 
bath. Immediately, More on P6

Train Crushes 
Man To Death
ANANTNAG: A middle-aged 
man was killed after being hit 
by a train in south Kashmir’s 
Shopian district on Monday, 
official sources said. They 
said Abdul Hameed Sheikh of 
Charsoo Awantipora came under 
the moving train near Melhura 
Zainapora area of Shopian, 
resulting in his instant death. 
The body was later on shifted 
by railway police to Bijbehara 
hospital for More on P6

Militant Arrested 
In Doda: Police
JAMMU: A militant was arrested 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda 
district on Sunday, a police 
official said. A pistol, one 
magazine and some rounds were 
recovered from the militant, the 
official said. Based on specific 
information, the militant was 
nabbed by government forces 
from the outskirts of Doda town, 
the official added. he arrested 
militant has been identified as 
Fareed Ahmed son of Ghulam 
Hassan resident More on P6

Man Killed In 
Suspected Bear Attack
SRINAGAR:  An elderly man was 
killed in a suspected attack by 
a black bear in Kokernag area 
of South Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district, officials said on Monday.
60-year-old Mohammad Akber 
Chouhan was found dead in a 
forest area near his native Ahalan 
Gadool village of Kokernag, they 
said. Chouhan had visible injury 
marks on his body suggesting 
that he was possibly mauled by 
a black bear. “It is believed that 
the victim had been on way to his 
farm, when the bear attacked him 
and subsequently disappeared in 
the nearby forests”, they said.
“The body was More on P6

Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar 
Now Taste 
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Flavour in Srinagar Turkish Burger
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Office of the General Secretary
Indian Red Cross Society

J&K UTBranch – Exchange Road, Srinagar
Tel: 0194-3510091

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders for below mentioned items are invited from registered dealers/firms/suppliers within Srinagar Jurisdiction having GST 
registration. Tenders should be deposited on or before 30th June, 2022at the office of General Secretary, Indian Red Cross Society, UT 
Headquarters, Exchange Road, Srinagar. Tenders with cuttings and overwriting shall be rejected. The rates quoted should be inclusive of 
all taxes/other charges and should be valid for a year w.e.f. date of issue of order.

S. No. Particulars Specification

1. Flex Banner Rate per sqft.

2. Roll Up Standies Size: 6ft x 3ft

3. Certificate A4    Multi - Coloured

4. Letterhead Coloured on Executive Bond Paper

5. Pamphlets / Flyer (one sided printing/both sided printing) A4 

6. Tri-Fold Leaflet (both side printing) A4 

Sd/-
DIPK-NB-2009/22  (Kifayat Hussain Rizvi) IAS Retd.,

Honorary General Secretary 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) SUB-DIVISION MAGAM
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

NIT No: 31/R&B of 2022-23   Dated:24-06-2022
 
For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are being invited on anpercentage basis (as applicable) from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the following works:
S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost

(Rs. In Lacs)
Cost of T/Doc.

(In Rupees )
Earnest money
(In Rupees )

Time of
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Up-gradation of GoniporaWussan via Soipora 11.96 600/- 23920/- 60 days S/Sector D/C/B
2 Construction of HayatporaPandithpora link (RD 0-110 Mtr.) 1.65 200/- 3300/- 25 days BADP DEE
3 Up-gradation of Mugalpora link road Khaminderpora to Kutipora link, 

internal links at Army Camp at Ziran  incl. Goodwill school link road at 
Lone Mohalla Wailoo/ Upgrd. Og link road at Naie Basti Terean taking off 
from NTR near old pertol pump (Kaminderpora road)

2.66 200/- 5320/- 30 days S/Sector DEE

4 Up-gradation of Langiwara road Panchayat HalqaTreran. 1.63 200/- 3260/- 25 days PRI DEE
5 Up-gradation of Stadium link road at Hariwatnoo. 10.00 600/- 20000/- 40 days D/Sector D/C/B 

Position of AAA:  Accorded
Position of funds    Available
1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
on the dates listed below: -

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 24-06-2022
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 24-06-2022
3 Bid submission Start Date 24-06-2022
4 Bid Submission End Date 04-07-2022
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 05-07-2022

2. Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) depos-
ited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Sub-Division Magam (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.
3.At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged 
to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Sub-Division Magam. The successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 
3% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security 
of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 3% of the total cost, which will be released after 
successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.
4.  The date and time of bid opening shall be notified on the Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and automatically communicated to bidders via an e-mail 
message sent to their e-mail address. Responsive bidders’ bids will be opened online on the same Web Site in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B 
Sub-Division Magam (tender receiving authority).
5. Bids for the work shall be valid for 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
6.  Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
1.1 Bidders are advised to download the bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as the “Bidders Manual Kit” option on 
the website www.jktenders.gov to familiarize themselves with the bid submission process.
1.2 In order to participate in the bidding process, bidders must obtain a ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ under the Information Technology 
Act of 2000. Any approved Vendor can provide bidders with a digital certificate.
1.3 Bidders must submit their bids in electronic format with a digital signature online. No physical bids will be accepted.
1.4 Bids will be opened online in accordance with the time schedule specified in Para-1.
1.5 Bidders must upload online scanned copy of all required documents (within the document upload limits) with their technical bid.
No: R&B / Divn./ M/ 2288-98 

SD/-
DIPK-4935/22 Executive Engineer
Dated: 24-06-2022        R&B Sub-Division Magam.

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SPECIAL SUB DIVISION GUREZ

NOTICEINVITINGTENDER
3rd  Call e-NIT No (92) EE/SSDG/3454-632022-23 Dated:-25-06-2022

Forandon behalf for Lt. Governor UTofJ&K,ExecutiveEngineer Special Sub Division Gurez invitees-tendersfromreputedandresourcefulBidders/Firms/
Companies/ofallclasses registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or anyotherstateGovernment for below mentioned works at various Water Supply 
schemes of Special Sub Division Gurez of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under NABARD.Thebidding process shallbe  completed  online  on  www.
jktenders.gov.inin  two  coversviz.Cover1stconsistingofGeneralTermsandConditionsandTechnical Specifications and Cover 2ndconsisting of Financial 
Bid on overallPercentage basis ,intheprescribedBOQ.

SrNo Particularsofthework
Estimated 
Cost(Lacs)

Tenderfee
(inRs)

Earnest 
money 
Deposit

TimeofComple-
tion
Ofwork(days)

Class of 
Contract

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Construction of 0.10 MGD slow sand filtration plant, Construc-

tion of intake chamber of head site, construction of crate 
protection work at sports, laying /fitting of MS flanged pipes/
DI pipes  and Providing /laying of G.I Pipes for WSS Checknallah 
Markoot “Under NABARD)

141.21 2600 282420 90 Days AAY

Positionoffunder :ApprovedUnder NABARD
ThetenderinvitingauthorityisExecutiveEngineer,Special Sub Division Gurez.
Theawardingauthority isDistrict NABARD.
Critical Dates:

I Publish Date 27-06-2022 at 9.00 AM
Ii Document Download Start Date 27-06-2022 at 9:00 PM
Iii Clarification Start date 27-06-2022 from 10:00 A.M
iv Clarification End date 04-07-2022 up to 4:00 P.M
iv Bid submission Start date 27-06-2022 from 9:00P.M
v Bid submission End date 05-07-2022 at 4:00 P.M.
vi Date of Bid opening 05-07-2022 at 5.00 P.M.

1. Bid documents can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in
2. Thewholebiddingprocessshallbecompletedonlineontenderportalwww.jktenders.gov.in.Theintendingbidderscandownloadthebid-
document from the tender portal and can submit their bids by uploading themonthetenderportal.
3. ThevalidbidsreceivedshallbeopenedonlineintheofficeoftheExecutive Special Sub Division Gurez Bidsmustbeaccompaniedbybid-
securityandcostofTenderDocument as specified in column 4 & 5 of the table and shall be payable atSrinagar.
a. The cost of tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favourofExecutive Engineer Special Sub division Gurez
4. Thehardcopiesofcostoftenderdocument  in  shape  of  TR/e-challan,Earnestmoneyinshape  of  CDR/FDR/BG  and  other  relevant  
documents  shallbeobtainedfromthebidderwhoisdeclaredasL1afteropening  of  financialcover.
5. Thebidshallremainvalidforaperiodof120daysfromthelast date ofsubmissionofbids.Ifanybidderwithdrawshisbidbeforethesaid-
periodormakesanymodificationsintheterms  and  conditions  of  the  bid,  the same shall be  considered to be in violation of bid security declaration 
and shall be dealt with accordingly andthebidshall be declared non-responsive.
6. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website
www.jktenders.gov.in.
7. Queries by email if any should be made at______________________________.

Executive Engineer
DIPK-4940/22                                                                                                     Special Sub Division Gurez

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost  my 7th Pass Discharge certificate    issued by Govt 
Girls High School Saida Kadal . Now I have applied for the dupli-
cate of the same if anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the above mentioned office 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained  
 Fancy Amin 
DO/o Mohammad Amin  nko
R/o Tinda Mohalla Nehru Park Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have applied for the renewal of my seed license bearing License 
No: SRC/2018-19/01  If anybody having any objection in this re-
gard he/she may file his/her objection in the concerned office 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Bilal Ahmad
S/o Ab Gani Dar   rna
R/o Gundchahal Bijbehara 

Sad Demise
With profound grief we inform the sad demise 
of Alhaj Syed Mohammad Rizvi former Joint 
Director Horticulture (planning and market-
ing).
He breathed his last on 27th June, Monday af-
ter prolonged illness.
The congregational fateha will be held at Gu-
listan-e-Baba Mazar,Alamgari Bazar on 30th 
June,Thursday at 06:30 a.m.
Later condolence meet shall continue at our 
residence at Hakim Mohalla,Baghwanpora Lal Bazar.

BEREAVED 
Syed Zulfiqar Rizvi(son)

Syed Maqbool Rizvi(son)
Dr Syed Abid Rizvi(son)

Syed Afzal Rizvi(Brother)
                                    Syed Hussain Rizvi( Brother)                        bko

Google's Powerful AI Spotlights A 
Human Cognitive Glitch
Mistaking Fluent Speech For Fluent Thought
The Conversation

When you read a sentence 
like this one, your past 
experience tells you that 
it's written by a think-

ing, feeling human. And, in this case, 
there is indeed a human typing these 
words: [Hi, there!] But these days, 
some sentences that appear remark-
ably humanlike are actually gener-
ated by artificial intelligence systems 
trained on massive amounts of human 
text.
People are so accustomed to assum-
ing that fluent language comes from 
a thinking, feeling human that evi-
dence to the contrary can be difficult 
to wrap your head around. How are 
people likely to navigate this relatively 
uncharted territory? Because of a per-
sistent tendency to associate fluent 
expression with fluent thought, it is 
natural but potentially misleading to 
think that if an AI model can express 
itself fluently, that means it thinks and 
feels just like humans do.
Thus, it is perhaps unsurprising 
that a former Google engineer 
recently claimed that Google's AI 
system LaMDA has a sense of self 
because it can eloquently generate 
text about its purported feelings. 
This event and the subsequent 
media coverage led to a number of 
rightly skeptical articles and posts 
about the claim that computa-
tional models of human language 
are sentient, meaning capable of 
thinking and feeling and experi-
encing.
The question of what it would mean 
for an AI model to be sentient is com-
plicated (see, for instance, our col-
league's take), and our goal here is not 
to settle it. But as language research-
ers, we can use our work in cognitive 
science and linguistics to explain why 
it is all too easy for humans to fall into 
the cognitive trap of thinking that an 
entity that can use language fluently is 
sentient, conscious or intelligent.

Using AI to generate humanlike lan-
guage
Text generated by models like Google's 
LaMDA can be hard to distinguish 
from text written by humans. This im-
pressive achievement is a result of a 
decadeslong program to build models 
that generate grammatical, meaning-
ful language.
Early versions dating back to at least 
the 1950s, known as n-gram models, 
simply counted up occurrences of spe-
cific phrases and used them to guess 
what words were likely to occur in 
particular contexts. For instance, it's 
easy to know that peanut butter and 
jelly is a more likely phrase than pea-

nut butter and pineapples. If you have 
enough English text, you will see the 
phrase peanut butter and jelly again 
and again but might never see the 
phrase peanut butter and pineapples.
Today's models, sets of data and rules 
that approximate human language, 
differ from these early attempts in 
several important ways. First, they 
are trained on essentially the entire 
internet. Second, they can learn rela-
tionships between words that are far 
apart, not just words that are neigh-
bors. Third, they are tuned by a huge 
number of internal knobs so many 
that it is hard for even the engineers 
who design them to understand why 
they generate one sequence of words 
rather than another.
The models' task, however, remains 
the same as in the 1950s: determine 
which word is likely to come next. To-
day, they are so good at this task that 
almost all sentences they generate 
seem fluid and grammatical.

Peanut butter and pineapples?
We asked a large language model, 
GPT-3, to complete the sentence Pea-
nut butter and pineapples___. It said: 
Peanut butter and pineapples are a 
great combination. The sweet and sa-
vory flavors of peanut butter and pine-
apple complement each other perfect-
ly. If a person said this, one might infer 
that they had tried peanut butter and 
pineapple together, formed an opinion 
and shared it with the reader.
But how did GPT-3 come up with this 
paragraph? By generating a word that 
fit the context we provided. And then 
another one. And then another one. 
The model never saw, touched or tasted 
pineapples it just processed all the texts 
on the internet that mention them. And 
yet reading this paragraph can lead the 
human mind even that of a Google engi-
neer to imagine GPT-3 as an intelligent 
being that can reason about peanut but-
ter and pineapple dishes.
The human brain is hardwired to in-
fer intentions behind words. Every 
time you engage in conversation, your 
mind automatically constructs a men-
tal model of your conversation part-
ner. You then use the words they say 

to fill in the model with that person's 
goals, feelings and beliefs.
The process of jumping from words 
to the mental model is seamless, get-
ting triggered every time you receive a 
fully fledged sentence. This cognitive 
process saves you a lot of time and ef-
fort in everyday life, greatly facilitat-
ing your social interactions.
However, in the case of AI systems, it 
misfires building a mental model out 
of thin air.
A little more probing can reveal the 
severity of this misfire. Consider the 
following prompt: Peanut butter 
and feathers taste great together be-
cause___. GPT-3 continued: Peanut 
butter and feathers taste great to-
gether because they both have a nutty 
flavor. Peanut butter is also smooth 
and creamy, which helps to offset the 
feather's texture.
The text in this case is as fluent as our 
example with pineapples, but this 
time the model is saying something 
decidedly less sensible. One begins to 

suspect that GPT-3 has never actu-
ally tried peanut butter and feath-
ers.

Ascribing intelligence to ma-
chines, denying it to humans
A sad irony is that the same cogni-
tive bias that makes people ascribe 
humanity to GPT-3 can cause them 
to treat actual humans in inhu-
mane ways. Sociocultural linguis-
tics the study of language in its 
social and cultural context shows 
that assuming an overly tight link 

between fluent expression and fluent 
thinking can lead to bias against peo-
ple who speak differently.
For instance, people with a foreign ac-
cent are often perceived as less intel-
ligent and are less likely to get the jobs 
they are qualified for. Similar biases 
exist against speakers of dialects that 
are not considered prestigious, such 
as Southern English in the U.S., against 
deaf people using sign languages and 
against people with speech impedi-
ments such as stuttering.
These biases are deeply harmful, often 
lead to racist and sexist assumptions, 
and have been shown again and again 
to be unfounded.
Fluent language alone does not im-
ply humanity

Will AI ever become sentient? This 
question requires deep consideration, 
and indeed philosophers have pon-
dered it for decades. What researchers 
have determined, however, is that you 
cannot simply trust a language model 
when it tells you how it feels. Words 
can be misleading, and it is all too easy 
to mistake fluent speech for fluent 
thought. 

inf
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This Day In History

From KO Archives
Free Trade Area On Both 
Sides Of LoC Soon
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR- Prime Minister's working group for 
strengthening relations across the Line of Control (LoC) 
has suggested creation of a free trade area between 
Jammu and Kashmir Pakistan controlled Kashmir. 

The ultimate aim (of recommendations) would be to 
encourage, in stages, the creation of a free trade area compris-
ing Jammu and Kashmir and PcK, modalities of the same being 
worked out between the two sides, said the group headed by M 
Rasgotra, which submitted its report to the third roundtable 
conference on Kashmir in April. 

The report said representatives of trade and commerce 
including the chambers of commerce, have al-ready visited the 
LoC and reported that there was lot of enthusiasm for opening 
up of trade and commerce between the two sides. 

The group recommended setting up of a joint consultative 
machinery of officials and representatives of I commerce from 
both the sides to resolve any difficulties in flow of trade. The 
list of items for export and import should include, handicrafts, 
fruits, cement, iron, medicines, sugar, basmati, rice, machinery 
and equipment, sports goods including raw material like willow, 
plastic pipes and other items that are manufactured or assembled 
by small scale industry in Jammu and Kashmir, the report said.

 To facilitate the travel of traders across the LoC, the work-
ing group recommended that the traders should he given multi-
ple entry and exit permits, which should be valid for a minimum 
period of one year. The issue of state taxes on the goods traded 
across the LoC may be determined by the state government after 
due consideration of all relevant aspects, it added.

(Kashmir Observer, 28 June, 2007)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3: 37

ZUHR 12:33

ASR 5:34

Magrib 7:50
ISHA 9: 31

•	 767 -  St Paul I ends his reign as Catholic Pope
•	 1098  - Fighters of the First Crusade defeat Kerbogha 

of Mosul.
•	 1119 -  Battle of Sarmada - Emir Ilghazi defeats French 

Crusaders
•	 1389- Ottomans defeat Serbian army in the bloody 

Battle of Kosovo, opening the way for the Ottoman 
conquest of Southeastern Europe (see Vidovdan).

•	  1635 - French colony of Guadeloupe established in 
Caribbean

•	 1651 -  Battle of Beresteczko between Poles and 
Ukrainians starts.

•	 1675 -  Battle at Fehrbellin: Brandenburg army beats 
Sweden

•	 1762-Russian tsarina Catherine II seizes power, de-
claring herself Catherine II, the sovereign ruler of Rus-
sia

•	 1778 - Battle of Monmouth, New Jersey (General 
Washington beats Clinton)

•	 1778  - Mary Ludwig Hayes "Molly Pitcher" aids Ameri-
can patriots

•	 1807 -  British troops land at Ensenada, Argentina
•	 1820  - Tomato is proven to be non-poisonous by 

Colonel Robert Gibbon eating a tomato on steps of 
courthouse in Salem, New Jersey

•	 1895  - French painter Paul Gauguin leaves France for 
Tahiti for the second time

•	  1902- US buys concession to build Panama canal 
from French for $40 million

•	  1902- Germany, Italy, and the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire renew their Triple Alliance for six more years

•	  1904-International Anti-Military Cooperation 
(IAMV) forms in Amsterdam

•	  1919- Treaty of Versailles, ending WWI and establish-
ing the League of Nations, is signed in France

•	  1936- The Japanese puppet state of Mengjiang is 
formed in northern China.

•	  1941- German & Romanian soldiers kill 11,000 Jews in 
Kishinev

•	  1941- German troops occupy Galicia, Poland
•	  1950- North Korean forces capture Seoul, South Ko-

rea in opening phase of the Korean War
•	  1956-1st atomic reactor built for private research op-

erates Chicago Ill
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Regd. No. A-2586

JAWAHAR NAGAR NEAR J&K BANKFor Details Contact: 9797-703533

PRP, MESOTHERAPY FOR FACE AND HAIR, CHEMICAL PEELS, DMC PIXIGENUS MEDIFACIALS, 

IONOFACIALS, HYDRAFACIALS, CARBON PEEL, TATOO REMOVAL  LASER HAIR REMOVAL, SCALP 

MICROPIGMENTATION, MELASMA, WART REMOVAL MOLE REMOVAL, ACNE TREATMENT, UNDER 

EYE TREATMENT, MICRO BLADING, BB GLOW, SKIN WHITENING GLUTATHIONE IV DRIPS 

COLLAGEN/PEPTIDES TREATMENTS  AND MUCH MORE

Root Canal Treatment & Extraction (Adults & Kids)

Bridges (Crowns)

Restorations (Fillings)

Implants

Smile Designing with Emax Crowns

Veneering( Indirect & Direct)

Teeth Whitening In Office

Scaling

Braces and Invisalign

Fixed Orthodontics

Surgical Tooth Removal

Implants

Pediatric Dentistry

Aura Aesthetics
ADVANCED DENTISTRY & MEDICAL AESTHETICS

SKIN | HAIR | DENTAL & LASER CLINIC

Our Derma / Cosmetic Services

Our Dental Services

@AURA__Aesthetics          @AURA Aesthetics

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost permit certificate of my vehicle 
bearing Regd No: JK18- 6577. Now I have ap-
plied for duplicate of the same if anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may 
file his/her objection in the office of the ARTO 
KULGAM within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
IFTIKAR PADDER
R/O: BOGUND KULGAM rna

DAVP-1601/11/00002/2223

jna

PUBLIC NOTICE
My DOB has been wronlgy written in school 
Records as 15-06-2009 while my correct DOB 
is 15-06-2008 which needs to be corrected. If 
anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the office 
of the Islamic educational institute baghi bu-
chroo within a period of seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice. After that 
no objection shall be entertained. 
Musavir bashir  S/o Bashir Ahmad sheikh 
R/0 Baghi buchroo fko

Revival Of Gilsar & Khushalsar Lakes:

Encroachments Won't Be 
Tolerated: Commissioner SMC
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Commissioner Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC), Athar Amir said 
that no one will be allowed 
to encroach the Khushal Sar 
and Gilsar Lakes. He voiced 
these views during a meet-
ing which was attended by 
SE Drainage, Executive Engi-
neer Drainage, Executive En-
gineer Drainage Circle, Chief 
Enforcement Officer, Zonal 
Enforcement Officer North 
and Ward Officers.

President Nigeen Lake 
Conservation Organization 
was also present in the meet-
ing.

At the outset of the meet-
ing various measures to be 
taken for the conservation of 
these water bodies were dis-
cussed.

Besides the dredging pro-

cess, the working of STP's 
around Nalahe AmeerKhan 
, installation of barricades 
around the lake to avoid any 
violation or carrying of con-

structional material in trucks 
and Tippers was also dis-
cussed.

Athar passed directions 
to the enforcement wing to be 

constantly vigilant and make 
sure that no encroachment, 
permanent or temporary 
structure should come up in 
these areas.

“No earth filling should 
be allowed in these areas, an-
nouncements should be made 
to offenders for removal of 
land filling or any other viola-
tion in a weeks’ time else the 
law shall take its own course” 
Athar said.

Officials also voiced their 
support for the need to in-
stall CCTV around the areas 
of these lakes so that it is en-
sured that no carrying of con-
structional material will take 
place during night hours.

Athar also laid stress for 
construction of pedestrian 
walkway for people to have 
healthy walk at the banks of 
these lakes.

Healthy Minds 
Commemorates 
World Drug 
Day
Observer News Service

Srinagar- On the occasion of 
World Drug Day, Healthy Minds 
in collaboration with civil soci-
ety commemorated World Drug 
Day at Iqbal Khomeini Hall, 
Alamgari Bazar in Old city.

Speakers on the occasion 
highlighted the social, medical 
and ethical implications of drug 
abuse.  Various remedies to ad-
dress the drug abuse were also 
discussed.

Speakers emphasized it is 
important for the families of the 
drug abuse victims to offer them 
support. According to media 
reports, there are around 6 Lakh 
people in Kashmir valley who 
are drug addicts which includes 
females as well.

Speakers also threw light on 
how the government is taking 
various measures to contain the 
issue of drug menace. Measures 
include establishing new facili-
ties of treatment at district level 
and enhancing the capacity of 
existing facilities in Srinagar.

Among the speakers was 
eminent Islamic scholar Allama 
Dr Syed Mudasir Rizvi, Dr Nazir 
Mushtaq, Mohammad Muzaffar 
Khan Dir YDRC and Ms Josiya 
Khan, team leader Healthy 
Minds.

The event was moderated by 
Syed Areej Safvi.

The event was attended 
by eminent members of civil 
society, youth, teachers and 
students.

Awareness was also made 
about different kinds of men-
tal health issues and how the 
Healthy Minds team is trying to 
address the problem at individu-
al and social level.

Speaking on the occasion 
Project Manager KASHMER 
Dr Syed Riyaz Ahmed briefed 
the audience about different 
programs conducted in collabo-
ration with HELP Foundation 
and Help Poor Voluntary Trust 
in Kashmir Valley. The Healthy 
Minds programme is implement-
ed on ground by HELP Founda-
tion, supported and funded by 
KASHMER.

Start Online Tutoring Of Minority Community Students

Authorities To HoIs Of Govt, 
Pvt Schools Of Srinagar

Agencies

Srinagar: Authorities on 
Monday directed all the 
Head of Institutions (HoIs) 
of all government and pri-
vate schools and Zonal 
Education Officers (ZEOs) 
of Srinagar district to com-
mence with online tutoring 
of students belonging to mi-
nority community

Officials at Chief Educa-
tion Officer (CEO) Srinagar 
in a communication to all 
principals of both govern-
ment and private schools 
and ZEOs has said, “It is en-
joined upon all the HoIs to 
start online tutoring of mi-

nority Hindu and Sikh stu-
dents and reconnect them 
with the school activities.

The communication 
reads, “Prepare Database 
of student's Viz class and 
school wise and create class 
wise WhatsApp groups, use 
student friendly virtual 
platforms for the conduct of 
online classes as a supple-
mentary measure to normal 
schooling.”

It also reads that the 
learning level assessment 
of students in each subject 
must be conducted virtu-
ally through Google form 
questionnaire or any other 
feasible virtual format and 
record of that to be incorpo-

rated in the learning level 
register.

Further the teachers 
were directed to prepare 
their action plans for online 
teaching and e-materials 
as per their syllabus before 
and so that their students 
understand concepts quite 
easily.

“Online presence of 
students shall be recorded 
on the attendance register. 
Any kind of laxity in the 
matter shall be sole respon-
sibility of the concerned 
HoIs and ZEOs concerned 
and action taken report 
regarding the exercise be 
submitted within one day 
positively,” it reads. (KNO)

Syed Mohammad 
Rizvi Passes 
Away After 
Prolonged Illness
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Syed Mohammad Rizvi, 
former Joint Director Horticulture 
(planning and marketing) passed 
away at his Baghwanpora resi-
dence on Monday.

He passed away following pro-
longed illness, family sources said.

He also served as General Man-
ager Kashmir Observer.

Staffers at Kashmir Observer 
recalled his contribution to the or-
ganization and paid rich tributes to 
the departed soul.

He was also associated with 
various trusts and institutions 
working for public welfare.

His demise is being widely 
mourned with people recalling his 
contribution to the education sec-
tor in the Kashmir Valley.
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Fresh Covid outbreak

A
fter a period of drastic decline when it seemed 
that Covid-19 pandemic is by and large over,  
India's daily Covid tally surged again on Mon-
day as 17,073 new cases were reported in the 

last 24 hours. Maharashtra has seen a huge rise in tally 
with reporting of 6,493 fresh infections. Monday's cases 
have seen a 45% jump from Sunday when 11,739 people 
tested positive for Covid. The active cases in the coun-
try have now climbed to 94,420.  Twenty-one more pa-
tients have died and with this, the cumulative count of 
deaths stands at 5,25,020.

If anything this shows that the pandemic is once 
again trying to take root and if people don’t take care, 
things could once again go out of hand. The cases could 
spiral again triggering the fourth wave. As things stand, 
people have given up using masks. Hardly anyone fol-
lows Standard Operating Procedure. And there is a rea-
son for that. India has witnessed fewer cases in recent 
months. And so has Kashmir. But now cases have wit-
nessed a slight rise in the Valley also. Director SKIMS 
Prof. Parvaiz A. Koul has, however,  asked people not to 
panic while advising observance of Covid appropriate 
behavior t preempt further spread of the infection.

The union government has already embarked on a 
massive programme to administer booster doses. How-
ever, at 2 percent  Covid booster dose coverage is among 
the lowest globally. This is when 25 percent of the peo-
ple across the world have received a booster shot. The 
US has administered 30 percent of its population with 
a booster shot, UAE  (53 percent), UK (59 percent) and 
even Pakistan has covered 3.3 percent of its population 
with the third dose of the covid vaccine.

Meanwhile, cases in India are rising once again. It 
is thus premature to rule out more Covid waves and 
we have to be prepared for them. The world has been 
through several successive waves of the pandemic 
which have infected millions and claimed hundreds 
of thousands of lives. With the abating of the Omicron 
wave which broke out early this year, there was a tem-
porary sense of relief across the world.  The economies 
started re-opening in most parts of the world. But fresh 
surges in some countries should be a warning that the 
virus is here to stay for some more time. In fact, it has 
already become endemic now. 

So far, Covid-19 has turned out to be a very stubborn 
virus. Despite full vaccination by a large mass of people 
across the globe, the outbreaks have not stopped. Here’s 
hoping that the new Covid variants become milder so 
that people can live with them. But meanwhile, the gov-
ernments and the people can’t afford to let their guard 
down. There is a need to continue to follow Covid pre-
cautions in public. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

On the Brics Bank
G

etting Prime Minister Narendra Modi to attend de-
spite the tensions owing to China’s military incur-
sions in Ladakh was a bonus. For India, BRICS was 
always about its commitment to building non-west-

ern alliances, but this time it was, more, an international 
balancing act. Ditto for Brazil. It voted for the UN Security 
Council resolution “deploring” the invasion of Ukraine and 
the General Assembly resolution condemning Russia, but 
President Jair Bolsonaro went to Moscow on a “solidarity 
trip” a week before the invasion and has insisted his coun-
try stands for “peace”. South Africa too has been walking 
the neutrality tightrope on Ukraine. As for Russia, the sum-
mit gave President Vladimir Putin his first multilateral out-
ing since February 24. The joint statement was able to find 
common ground on the invasion of Ukraine by asserting the 
sanctity of sovereignty and territorial integrity and the need 
to find a peaceful solution.

President Putin’s proposal for an alternative reserve cur-
rency was received with caution. The Western sanctions on 
Russia have had a fall-out on economies around the world, 
but a post-dollar world is an idea whose time has not yet ar-
rived. Barring Russia now, the other BRICS members are 
well-integrated members of the US currency-led, digitised 
global financial market. But in a nod to the concept, a BRICS 
Think Tank Network for Finance is to be set up, to “work in-
dependently and provide intellectual support, as and when 
tasked, for knowledge sharing, exchange of experiences and 
practices and cooperation on finance issues amongst BRICS 
countries, aiming at addressing global challenges and serv-
ing the interests of the EMDCs (Emerging Markets and De-
veloping Countries)”. The wording is suitably vague.

BRICS has yet to live up to its promise of an economic or 
trading bloc that can offer alternatives to developing coun-
tries. The New Development Bank, or the BRICS bank, is yet 
to catch speed as a multilateral lender of standing. China’s 
push to dominate BRICS, and Russia’s being in economic 
limbo, have set limits on what the grouping can hope to 
achieve.

The Indian Express 
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Why Can’t Panchayats Decide 
on Private School Land Issue? 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

T
he School Education Department of J&K 
through a notification SO 177 Dated: 
15.04.2022 made some changes in the 
School Education Rules  2010 wherein it 

has been made mandatory for the private schools 
in J&K to obtain a no objection certificate (NoC) 
for land use from the Revenue Department. This 
has been incorporated in the Rule 4 after Sub 
Rule 2 A. There are several other changes that 
have been made in these rules to ensure closure 
of those private schools which operate on State 
land in different districts of J&K. 

In response to the Notification dated 
15.04.2022 , the Chief Education Officer (CEO) on 
the direction of District Administration Budgam 
on  22.04.2022 issued a notice directing all the 
private schools operating from state land (khah 
charai , shamilat land etc) to close down their op-
erations. The notice reads

“In the backdrop of directions of higher au-
thorities in pursuance to S O 177 dated 15.04.2022, 
all heads of such private schools of the district 
operating on state , khah charai land are here-
by directed to close the schools of the enrolled 
children with immediate effect & issue school 
leaving certificates in favour of their respective 
students so that they will be accommodated in 
nearby Govt schools, subject to the consent of 
their parents in this regard. The matter is of ur-
gent nature and there is no scope of any kind of 
laxity.”

These orders were challenged before the 
High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 
by J&K Private Schools Association headed by 
G N Var. The bench of Justice Mokhsha Kazmi 
on June 22nd 2022 directed the Government to 
maintain status-quo on the order asking private 
schools established on state land to cease opera-
tions. The status-quo is to be maintained till the 
next date of hearing i.e July 18th 2022. 

The high court has given a week’s time to the 
Government for filing objections to the petition. 

The move to close private schools operating on 
state land comes on the heels of the government ban-
ning nearly a dozen schools operated by the Falah 
-e-Aam Trust. Recently, schools run by Jamaat-e-
Islami through Falla-e-Aam Trust have been shut 
down and students enrolled in these schools asked 
to take admission in Government schools.

 Panchayat and State, a False Dichotomy 
The decision of the Government to close 

down private schools is an arbitrary decision 
as most of these schools are low budget private 
schools that are operating on 3 to 4 kanals of state 
land mostly in rural areas of J&K. 

It’s disappointing how a country with the 
Right to Education enshrined in its constitution 
can propose a step that stands opposite in spirit. 

The constitution has given us Fundamental 
rights which are guaranteed to all the citizens 
under Part III of the constitution. These rights 
apply universally to all citizens residing in India, 
irrespective of their race, place of birth, religion, 
caste or gender. They are recognized by law as 
rights requiring a high degree of protection from 
the government and they cannot be violated by 
the Government. 

Fundamental rights cannot be enforceable 
against individuals and private entities.  The 
obligation of protecting these rights lies on the 
state or its instrumentalities. Most of the Fun-

damental rights provided to the citizens are 
claimed against the State and its instrumentali-
ties and not against the private bodies. Article 12 
explains the significance of the State. 

We need to understand that State is a broader 
term. This does not mean that the Government 
in New Delhi,Prime Minister's Office, Chief 
Minister's Office, Civil Secretariat, Raj Bhavan, 
Governor, Lt Governor or President's Office 
(Rashtrapati Bhavan)  Article 12 of the Indian 
Constitution states as under:

“Definition in this part, unless the context 
otherwise requires, the State includes the Gov-
ernment and Parliament of India and the Gov-
ernment and the Legislature of each of the States 
and all local or other authorities within the terri-
tory of India or under the control of the Govern-
ment of India.”

This definition makes it crystal clear that the 
state within the meaning of constitution of India 
means:

1.       Government and Parliament of India i.e 
the Executive and Legislature of the Union

2.      Government and Legislature of each 
State, Union Territory i.e the Executive and Leg-
islature of the various States / UTs  of India

3.     All local or other authorities (Panchayats 
, Municipalities)  within the territory of India

4.     All local and other authorities who are 
under the control of the Government of India

 

State Land Belongs to Panchayats  
In addition to the constitutional definition of 

State there are numerous judgments of the Su-
preme Court and different High Courts that have 
made it clear that local bodies are covered under 
the definition of State. 

If Panchayat is a state then the land located 
in its jurisdiction also belongs to this institution? 

On one hand, the Government sets out agen-
das around the empowerment of the institutions 
of local self governance (panchayats and munici-
palities) but when it comes to taking control of 
the state land, the ownership rights are not given 
to the Panchayats especially in rural areas. 

If a private school is operating on Govern-
ment land/ State land in some far off corner of 
the state , why shall an order be issued from the 
Civil Secretariat to decide about the fate of that 
school? 

Let the local panchayat, especially the Gram 
Sabha decide. Let the Panchayat fix an annual 
rent for such schools as they are imparting mod-

ern education to our future generation.
Issuing orders from Civil Secretariat and get-

ting it executed through District Administration 
kills not only the essence of the Right to Educa-
tion but also chokes the spirit of our local self 
governance as well. 

On one hand, the Government of India talks 
about holding three tier panchayat elections in 
J&K but when it comes to empowering these in-
stitutions, the Government doesn’t seem to be 
serious .

Limitation Act 
In fact, under the doctrine of adverse pos-

session, a person who is not holding the title to 
the land but holding the possession of the land 
owned by someone else for a considerable period 
may acquire a valid title to it, provided that the 
adverse owner is in possession for a sufficient pe-
riod as per the Limitation Act. 

In India, any person in possession of a prop-
erty for a period of more than 12 continuous 
years (private property) may claim unfavourable 
possession of the property. In case of the Govt/
state property, the time period to claim the own-
ership is 30 years. 

The Indian Limitation Act, 1963 deals with 
adverse possession and the same applies to Sec-
tion 27, Article 64, 65, and 112 of the SCHEDULE. 
Section 27 Extinguishment of Right to Property- 
For instituting any suit for the possession of any 
property, any person needs to file the suit within 
a limitation period else his right to such property 
shall be relinquished. According to Article 64 of 
the Limitation Act, 1963 the limitation period is 
prescribed to be of 12 years for a claim based on 
the previous possession; not on the title. The date 
of dispossession will begin from the date when 
the Plaintiff has been dispossessed. 

Article 65 of the Limitation Act, 1963 pro-
vides a time limit of 12 years for a suit for posses-
sion of immovable property or any other interest 
on the grounds of title and that term shall begin 
from the point at which the possession of the de-
fendant becomes adverse to the Plaintiff. Art 112 
prescribes a limitation time of 30 years for any 
suit brought by the Central Government or any 
State Government. 

The limitation period shall begin from the date 
laid down in the same suit by a private person.

A Setback for Education 
Asking Private Schools operating on Govern-

ment land  to close down their operations will im-
pact over 3 lakh students in Jammu & Kashmir. 
Hundreds of teaching and non-teaching staff will 
become jobless. If the Government was silent un-
til now on this issue and provided all the ameni-
ties to such low budget schools, why shall they be 
asked to shut down their operations now? 

This is a violation of the Limitation Act 1963 
as explained above. Let the institutions of local 
self governance decide about the fate of these 
schools. Let some amount be fixed as an annual 
rent by local Panchayat or Municipality and the 
same  be utilized for the welfare of the village, 
Mohalla or a colony. 

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of  Kashmir Observer 
The author is an Acumen Fellow. He is Founder 

& Chairman Jammu & Kashmir RTI Movement  

H
omelessness in India is 
a growing issue, and to 
overcome the problem it 
requires multilateral co-

operation.  Our country has a popu-
lation of 1.40 billion, nonetheless it 
struggles with maintaining an equal 
distribution of wealth. 75 years have 
rolled by since India’s independence, 

sadly there are many homeless 
people in our country, who live on 
streets, under bridges, on highways 
or just in any place they seek refuge. 
In addition they are exposed to the 
vagaries of extreme weather condi-
tions, and they have to use what is at 
their disposal to protect themselves.

Homelessness is one of the worst 

conditions of existence for a person 
deprived of security, growth and dig-
nity in life.  It is a pity that the far 
cries of these vagabonds and their 
fundamental life needs are unheard 
of by the policy makers of the gov-
ernment. Simple, yet essential daily 
needs like taking a shower or going 
out for work that we take for granted, 

are big and real concerns for the com-
munity of homeless people.  We, as a 
society, must create shelters for these 
dispossessed lots and provide basic 
support, and help them fight for their 
rights and dignity in life.

Ranganathan Sivakumar 
siva19kumar@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES
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Homelessness in India 

If the 
Government was 

silent until now on this 
issue and provided all 
the amenities to such 
low budget schools, 
why shall they be 
asked to shut down 
their operations now? 
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 Producing strong, evocative 
stories can be a way to call others 
to Islam and strengthen love for 
our deen. If we accept these as 
adequate justifications to engage in 
production, then from beginning to 
end, from the conceptualization of 
an idea to its execution and medium 
should fall within Islamic guidelines, 
even if the story does not explicitly 
involve Muslims

Reinfections increase your general 
risk of health problems. But 

it’s worth remembering that the 
study population was at higher risk 
already. Respiratory infections such 
as influenza are a leading cause of 
death globally, so it’s not entirely 
surprising that any extra respiratory 
infections will increase a person’s risk 
of health problems

Covid Reinfection: The Lesser Evil
Ben Krishna

T
he COVID pandemic has been go-
ing on for well over two years now. 
During this time, SARS-CoV-2 (the 

virus that causes COVID-19) has slowly 
mutated, allowing it to evade the immune 
system enough to infect people many 
times.

As so many of us have had COVID al-
ready, it’s no surprise that plenty of peo-
ple are catching the virus for a second or 
even a third time. In the UK, this has been 
particularly noticeable since the emer-
gence of the omicron variant from Decem-
ber 2021 onwards.

But when reinfected, are you likely to 
feel better or worse than you did the first 
time you had COVID? As well as being a 
question many people are curious about, 
this is an important issue from a public 
health perspective.

If symptoms are more severe, each time 
someone gets infected, we would expect 
the pandemic to escalate as people be-
come sicker and sicker. A zero-COVID 
strategy would be the only way to avert 
waves of serious illness.

The alternative is almost precisely the 
opposite. If each subsequent infection is 
less severe, the pandemic would eventu-
ally fizzle out on its own without the need 
for masking, quarantine, lockdowns or 
other measures.

SO WHAT DOES THE EVIDENCE SAY?
A recent preprint (an article published 

online before undergoing peer review) 
was interpreted as suggesting that symp-
toms of reinfections with COVID are worse 
than those of initial infections.

But the authors didn’t specifically 
look at symptom severity. They looked 
at the likelihood of death from any 
cause, hospitalisation, and a variety of 
health problems within six months af-
ter infection. The researchers concluded 
that these measures were worse after 
reinfections.

While this isn’t good news, the results 
need to be interpreted carefully. The data 
used in this study comes from electronic 
healthcare records of over 5 million US 
army veterans, over 290,000 of whom had 
COVID at least once.

For a start, the group studied was al-
ready at higher risk of experiencing worse 
outcomes compared with the overall pop-
ulation. The average age was 60, around 
20% smoked and more than 80% of those 
who contracted COVID were not vacci-

nated. So the results may not apply to the 
general population.

Second, the reinfection group were 
analysed immediately after reinfection, 
while the initial infection group were 
not analysed until 30 days following in-
fection. This means that the outcomes 
observed for reinfection include all the 
early COVID symptoms (headache, cough, 
fatigue and so on) which the other group 
may have recovered from. As the data in-
cluded any symptoms or health problems 
that occurred within the study period, 
including acute infection in one group 
skews the findings, making reinfections 
appear worse.

So what does this preprint show? 
It suggests that reinfections increase 
your general risk of health problems. 
But it’s worth remembering that the 
study population was at higher risk 
already.

Respiratory infections such as influenza 
are a leading cause of death globally, so 
it’s not entirely surprising that any extra 
respiratory infections will increase a per-
son’s risk of health problems.

This finding, however, is not the same 
as symptoms of reinfections being more 
severe.

IMMUNE MEMORY
This study caused somewhat of a stir 

on Twitter because we would expect the 
opposite – that each subsequent infection 
would tend to cause less severe symptoms 
than an initial infection, or at least very 
little change.

Immune memory is the phenomenon 
where the immune system “remembers” 

past infections and responds more quick-
ly and effectively to reinfections, lessen-
ing the spread of the virus and general 
symptoms. This is because the immune 
system makes antibodies, and a type of 
white blood cell called a T cell during the 
initial infection. The immune system then 
reuses the same antibodies and T cells to 
fight the reinfection.

Many modern vaccines (including CO-

VID vaccines) are based on this concept 
– they “train” the immune system to re-
member the virus next time.

For many diseases, such as smallpox, 
measles and chickenpox, surviving the illness 
once gives you immunity that makes any re-
infection much less severe. One exception is 
dengue fever where the immune system can 
make antibodies that actually aid reinfection, 
making symptoms worse in some cases.

With COVID, studies on reinfections 
tend to look at deaths and hospitalisations, 
as these are easier to measure than symp-
toms. In general, they find that reinfec-
tions are less severe than initial infections.

IT’S NOT THE SAME FOR EVERYONE
You might be thinking, “my second in-

fection hit me harder than the first”. It 
is plausible that some people might ex-
perience worse symptoms from reinfec-
tion compared with initial infection. This 
could be due to several factors. Different 
strains might cause more severe symp-
toms, such as delta, which is likely more 
severe than beta.

A higher initial dose of virus (say, if 
someone with COVID sneezes on you) 
might allow more virus spread before the 
immune system can control the infection.

Finally, the waning of immune re-
sponses over time might lead to worse 
symptoms. For example, if your first in-

fection occurs very soon 
after vaccination, but 

you’re then rein-
fected months 

later when your antibody levels are 
lower, it would make sense that your 

first infection was milder.
These things will happen in individual 

people but are unlikely to play a ma-
jor role across large populations. What 
would concern me is if we started to see 
trends of hospital admissions among 
people who had mild symptoms during a 
first infection but were getting very sick 
with reinfections. So far, I have seen no 
evidence of this.

By Arrangements with The Conversation 

Representation Culture: Negotiating the TV Muslim
Heraa Hashmi 

I
n the third episode of the TV show 
911 Lone Star, Muslim firefighter 
Marjan’s hijab falls off during train-

ing. Unbeknownst to her, her luscious hair 
captures the attention of bystanders, and 
in an inspirational moment her colleagues 
surround her to cover her from the public 
view. But, a video capturing the incident 
goes viral, and she is ostracized from her 
mosque.

In the most recent release of Skam Ita-
lia, the sole Muslim main character, Sana, 
briefly takes off her hijab in front of two 
boys after they encourage her and doll 
out a drum roll. “So sexy!” one exclaims. 
In another show, Elite, Nadia stops wear-
ing the hijab regularly (while in the first 
season, she had stopped wearing it at 
school due to threat of expulsion). In one 
scene, she walks into a bar with beautiful 
hair and manages to snag the rich boy. 
Meanwhile, her brother Omar’s character 
arc involves becoming more open with his 
homosexuality.

Channel 4’s We Are Lady Parts features 
a punk rock band with Muslim women, 
featuring weed-smoking, boyfriends, and 
arranged marriage jokes. In the months 
leading up to Ramadan 2021, news of a 
“gay Ramadan rom-com” made headlines, 
and during the month itself, Netflix’s 
Why Are You Like This? featured a Mus-
lim woman breaking her fast by saying 
Bismillah and downing a shot. Far from 
humanizing Muslims, a starker message 
is echoed in these shows: freedom means 
freedom from religious injunctions, epito-
mized by the ability to pursue every imag-
inable avenue of physical pleasure.

In an effort to satiate demands of rep-
resentation, popular narratives force the 
Muslims into the framework of the larger 
industry. With Muslim women, as with 
other women, the fixation on the physical 
comes to fore. When watching women for 
pleasure is as easy and accessible as it is 
now, it is almost an affront to the viewer 
to not strip naked the people they watch 
altogether. It takes a hijab falling off for 
the viewer – and other characters – to 
realize that perhaps the Muslim woman 
is, after-all, worthy of being considered 
equal to other women. They call her em-
powered, as this challenges a perceived 
understanding of religious morality, but 
her empowerment only exists within the 
parameters of a highly sexualized and 
liberal paradigm. The irony is also in as-
suming Islam’s suppression of beauty and 
sexuality, that media must now nobly take 

to task – yet far from a rejection of adorn-
ment or sexuality outright, the Islamic vi-
sion reorients sexuality to the appropriate 
channels.

This is one illustration of the many at-
tempts to “fight stereotypes” and “nor-
malize” certain norms that dominate the 
entertainment industry. They are posi-
tioned as noble causes without defending 
the virtue of such norm, and what goals 
normalization hopes to achieve. Instead, 
we are told of vague links to empower-
ment. One may argue that this is not a 
zero-sum game, and that some represen-
tation, however imperfect it is, is better 
than nothing. While this a pragmatic ap-
proach, and often stems from a position 
of understanding that it will take time 
for the breadth of mainstream media to 
widen enough to platform nuanced sto-
ries, I caution against becoming placated. 
Dr. Asim Qureshi, in a review of Dr. Sahar 
Ghumkor’s The Political Psychology of the 
Veil: The Impossible Body, writes:

This sits within a larger movement of 
neoliberalisation of Muslim identity, just 
one example being the, ‘hijab-wearing 
Muslim ‘cool girl’ in the west’ [p.237]. 
The narrative isn’t so much of an escape 
from the western-gaze, but rather a melt-
ing into it. It is through the very act of 
normalisation, the one does not become 
human, but rather assimilated. The pro-
motion of diversity through these voices 
in entertainment and popular culture is 
supposed to serve a ‘shattering’ of myths, 
only to perpetuate them through other 
means – the jouissance, as an act of cogni-
tive dissonance…

Few expect the media to be concerned 
with theology. Indeed it would be grossly 
naive to do so, but far from even attempts 
at framing Islamic modesty properly, the 
hijab is reduced to a cultural artifact. The 
authenticity and diversity sought by the 
media is the kind that reaffirms Western 
hegemony. One might point out, like in the 
example of Nadia, that there are women 
who “choose” to take off their headwear, 
and that it accurately portrays a personal 
relationship with hijab. However, this 
misses the critique of the role hijab plays 
in these stories, and the scarcity of narra-
tives about the opposite. What of women 
who, along their journeys, wish to don the 
hijab? These stories, just as pertinent and 
real, would require acknowledging the 
deeply transformative, spritual ethos of 
Islam. But no such stories exist (unless it is 
to show some “radicalization” narrative).

So, for example, where the hijab is al-
lowed to exist, it is only within a highly in-

dividualistic and secular construction that 
has no bearing on the values and overall 
lifestyle of the woman, who is portrayed 
no different than the average atheist or 
agnostic millennial. The involvement of 
Muslim directors and writers in these 
projects do not absolve these issues, be-
cause they still operate within an industry 
that props up ideologies promoting the 
self-as-god, overconsumption, hyperindi-
vidualism, and glamor, and overwhelm-
ingly the stories follow suit. Researcher 
Butheinah Hamdah diagnoses this prob-
lem in summary:

Liberalism is an increasingly secularizing 
doctrine, and secularism in turn reinforces 
liberal principles, as Talal Asad conveys. 
In Formations of the Secular (2003), Asad 
shows that the public space has been pre-
populated by powers that only invite public 
expressions of religion as they align with 
liberal thought. Therefore, only a certain 
manifestation of religion—one which ‘bends 
to modernity’s will’—can enter and engage 
in rational debate within the public sphere. 
The experience of religion in private life con-
stitutes an essential discursive background 
with which individuals eventually enter the 
public space, and as a result, disrupt existing 
assumptions in the public space in order to 
be heard. This is the concern secularists have 
with religion ‘invading’ their domain be-
cause religion is assumed to be authoritative 
and restrictive…[1]

Put simply, there are reasons for wear-
ing hijab, or any action resulting from be-
lief in Allah, that the public will bolster, 
particularly those against a backdrop of 
individuality, breaking norms, defiance, 
beauty, etc. But reasons that refer to an in-
terpretation of normative Islam and how 
Islamic ethics is a positive force in their 
lives will be scrutinized. And, what else 
would we expect – why would an indus-
try largely concerned with singing the slo-
gans of self-truth be invested in doing so?

LINK TO THE WAR ON TERROR AND 
THE GOOD/BAD MUSLIM

As Muslims, we know what Islam de-
mands of us is true and that it is objec-
tively superior to actualize God’s injunc-
tions than to reject them. That is the ideal 
we are morally obligated to strive for to 
the best of our abilities, regardless of 
mankind’s prescription as sinful beings. I 
believe it is important that both aspects 
are considered in fictional tales, that there 
is clarity on the obligations to God while 
maintaining the uniqueness of the indi-
vidual experience and the grapple with 
sin within an Islamic framework. But the 

former must be established first: the ab-
sence of baseline ideals creates suspended 
characters with no endpoints, or a vacu-
um filled by agnostic, vaguely humanistic 
values.

My response to the objection that at the 
very least it is commendable that stories 
about Muslims who struggle with aspects 
of faith and practice exist on TV, or that 
they make for more interesting/relatable 
characters in comparison to “boring, sim-
ple religiosity,” is once again the framing 
of the sin. Is the overcoming of the strug-

gle in return to faith as a positive force 
being considered, or is it part of social 
commentary on the broad “restrictive,” 
“judgmental” nature of religion and reli-
giosity? In discussing Islamic and Muslim 
fiction, Rania Albadry writes that the key 
component “is not really the ‘unIslamic’ 
events that take place in [books] so much 
as how the characters feel about them and 
what the author voices about them.”

This is not to be overlooked, because 
the industry and the public usually de-
termine what is extreme or what consti-
tutes fundamentalism on arbitrary stan-
dards. Illustrative examples include the 
SuperSisters scandal in 2019, a ‘Muslim’ 
platform that accepted money from a UK 
counter-terrorism program and with a 
“team…far removed from the principles 
of Islam, some even disagreeing out-
rightly with our beliefs’”, to the exposé of 
media company This is Woke as “a covert 
British government counterterrorism pro-
gramme.” Under a façade of progressive 
values, these sorts of platforms reveal the 
odious attempts by the state to surveil and 
bolster certain ideological strains of belief 
and practice. They promoted perspectives 
on sexuality, gender, community organi-

zation, and politics that are antithetical to 
Islamic values – creating a basis to justify 
their policing of the Muslim community.

See the countless examples of terror-
ist characters in mass media, and even 
more subtlety the alternatives presented. 
In the 2019 Belgian movie Young Ahmed, 
Ahmed becomes “radicalized by a local 
Imam”; his teacher represents a “liberal 
and modern form of Islam” evidenced by 
her insisting on shaking hands with him; 
he becomes “dour and unsmiling” while 
obsessing over memorizing the Qur’an. 
The 2016 Layla M has a similar narrative, 
with the eponymous Layla’s radicalization 
shown to the audience by her opposition 
to a burqa ban and donning of one. It is not 
only that Muslims are shown as terrorists 
or terrorist-adjacents, but the Islamic of 
evidence as such. More sophisticated nar-
ratives, like the ones elucidated at the be-
ginning, don’t avoid this problem, even in 
their inclusive storytelling, now with the 
emergence of a new type of Muslim rep-
resentation: the secular-liberal-progres-
sivism with brown skin representation.

THE STORYTELLING INDUSTRY AND 
RECKONING WITH RELIGION

The equivocation of the practicing, 
bland, close-minded and less practicing, 
interesting, open-minded is a direct ex-
tension of the way popular storytelling 
sees religion as a whole: restrictive, an ob-
stacle to overcome in “finding one’s true 
self.” The narrative journeys of Muslims in 
fiction are shoehorned into a pendulum 
of tradition versus modernity, Western 
versus strange. Stories illustrating the 
journey to reconcile the two necessarily 
entails subsuming Islam under discount 
Netflix theology with the sirens of self-as-
god. Books follow suit, with a burgeoning 
niche of “Muslim YA” is quickly becoming 
a force for peddling secular-liberal values 
cloaked as reformation. Vulgarity, kaba’ir 
(major sins), and blatantly false creed are 
justified as innocently challenging stereo-
types for the noble good of diversity.

Beyond critiquing, however, is the 
question readers may be most concerned 
with: what should we, as consumers and 
perhaps producers, of media do? Holly-
wood, Bollywood and other -woods are 
unconcerned with showing the potential 
of Islam as the cure for the human condi-
tion, but could there be room for aspiring 
Muslim directors, actors, and writers to 
reckon with an “Islamic” storytelling from 
medium to execution to themes?

I do not have the answers – I believe 
feeble cries for representation are shal-

lowly justified, and the limitless need 
for entertainment is largely a product of 
a mollified society. Neil Postman’s Amus-
ing Ourselves to Death (which I reviewed 
previously) provides a starting point for 
critiquing not only mass entertainment, 
but the forms that have turned our pri-
mary mode of consumption – previously 
through televisions and now through 
social media and streaming services – as 
vapid and silly.

However, I am still a consumer of select 
animes, as well as mystery and science fic-
tion novels. Pride and Prejudice remains a 
favorite for Muslim women (and men!). 
Some Muslim writers have used storytell-
ing to bring to light the realities of war 
that so often remains a distant object to 
apathetic Americans, like Zoulfa Katouh’s 
As Long As the Lemon Trees Grow. One can 
better understand the values, times, phi-
losophies of a particular society by engag-
ing their works, or use narratives to teach, 
guide, and promote our values. Producing 
strong, evocative stories can be a way to call 
others to Islam and strengthen love for our 
deen. If we accept these as adequate justifi-
cations to engage in production, then from 
beginning to end, from the conceptualiza-
tion of an idea to its execution and medium 
should fall within Islamic guidelines, even 
if the story does not explicitly involve Mus-
lims. This would include, for example, pro-
duction teams and actors avoiding khalwa 
(isolation, and inappropriate interactions 
with members of the opposite sex [2]), the 
way sin is approached and to what degree 
it is visually portrayed (sexual activity, 
vulgarity for the sake of it), etc. Not unlike 
the exploration of Christian themes within 
fantasy stories like Lord of the Rings and 
Narnia, there is an opportunity to seriously 
engage the Islamic tradition and worldview 
beyond surface level characters that make 
biryani jokes.

Lastly, acknowledging the potential of 
growing, creative endeavor for Muslims, 
we must realize that dependency on 
such visual forms of representation are 
ill-suited to inspiring a truly confident, 
sincere, and principled community. A vi-
sual, material culture is steeped in obses-
sion with the even more-so; mass media’s 
hegemonic force should not induce a void 
without which we feel worthless and un-
acknowledged. Instead, it’s a reminder 
of the prescription of Islam coming as 
strange and for Muslims to live in this 
world as strangers.

The article was originally published 

by Traversing Tradition 
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Journalist Mohammad Zubair arrested in 
Delhi for 'hurting religious sentiments'
New Delhi: Fact-checking 
website Alt News co-founder 
Mohammad Zubair was arrested 
by the Delhi Police on Monday 
for allegedly hurting religious 
sentiments through one of his 
tweets, officials said.

Earlier this month, a case 
against Zubair was registered 
under sections 153A (promot-
ing enmity between different 
groups on grounds of religion, 
race, place of birth, language 
etc.) and 295A (deliberate and 
malicious act intended to out-
rage religious feelings) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), K P S 
Malhotra, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Cyber Cell), said.

Opposition leaders, includ-
ing former Congress chief 
Rahul Gandhi, slammed Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and his 
government over Zubair's arrest.

The Alt News co-founder was 
arrested in connection with one of 
his recent tweets that had a ques-
tionable image with a purpose to 
deliberately insult the god of a 
particular religion, the DCP said.

Police said the case was reg-
istered on the complaint of a 
Twitter user who accused Zubair 
of hurting religious sentiments.

Alt News co-founder Pratik Sinha 
alleged that Zubair was arrested 
in a case for which no notice was 

given by the police, which is man-
datory under law for the sections 
under which he has been held.

"Zubair was called today by 
Special Cell, Delhi for investiga-
tion in a 2020 case for which 
he already had a protection 
against arrest from High Court. 
However, today at around 6.45 
pm, we were told he has been 
arrested in some other FIR for 
which no notice was given 
which is mandatory under law 
for the section under which he 
has been arrested.

"Nor FIR copy is being given 
to us despite repeated requests," 
Sinha said in a statement posted 
on Twitter.

In another tweet, he alleged 
that after the medical examina-
tion, Zubair was being taken to 
an undisclosed location.

"...Neither Zubair's lawyers or 
I are being told where. We are in 
the police van with him. No po-
lice person is wearing any name 
tag," Sinha alleged.

Police in a statement said Zubair 
was "evasive" on their questions 
and neither provided the "neces-
sary technical equipment" for the 
purpose of the investigation nor 
cooperated in the case.

"During investigation, the 
conduct of Mohammed Zubair 
was found questionable, which 

warranted his custodial interro-
gation to unravel the conspiracy 
in this matter. Accordingly, he 
has been arrested," the state-
ment said, adding that he will be 
produced in a court here.

According to the officials, 
Zubair's tweets were getting 
re-tweeted and it appeared that 
there was a brigade of social 
media entities who indulged in 
hate mongering, thereby lead-
ing to a possible ramification on 
communal harmony and which 
was against the maintenance of 
public tranquillity.

On Monday, Zubair joined 
the probe in a case registered 
against him in connection with 
another tweet in 2020. During 
the investigation of the case, the 
Delhi Police had given a status 
report, in which that tweet was 
not found to be objectionable.

But his subsequent tweets 
were found to be questionable 
and derogatory, the police said, 
adding that in the investigation 
of FIR number 194/20, Zubair 
was examined earlier and the 
probe is about to be concluded.

"In June 2022, when Delhi 
Police was alerted by a Twitter 
handle that Mohammad Zubair 
had made an objectionable 
tweet earlier and his follow-
ers/social media entities had 

amplified and created a series 
of debates/hate mongering in 
the thread, he was examined in 
the case registered earlier this 
month and his role was found 
objectionable," the statement 
said.

Opposition leaders slammed 
the Centre over Zubair's arrest

"Every person exposing 
BJP's hate, bigotry and lies is a 
threat to them. Arresting one 
voice of truth will only give 
rise to a thousand more. Truth 
ALWAYS triumphs over tyranny. 
#DaroMat," Gandhi said in a 
tweet.

Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
leader Derek O'Brien also con-
demned the journalist's arrest.

"Strongly condemn the arrest 
of one of the world's finest jour-
nalists @zoo_bear who exposes 
the BJP's #FakeNews factory 
every single day. PM @naren-
dramodi and @AmitShah for all 
the power you wield, you are es-
sentially COWARDS," the Rajya 
Sabha MP wrote on Twitter.

TMC's Lok Sabha MP Mahua 
Moitra, in a tweet, said: "Delhi 
Police bending over backwards 
to please sahibs and thumb 
nose at law. @zoo_bear arrested 
on trumped up case w/o notice 
while assisting in case where HC 
given him protection.

Twitter doc shows govt requests 
for blocking tweets of some 
advocacy groups, politicians

Agenceis

New Delhi: Social network 
Twitter was asked by the gov-
ernment to block multiple 
accounts and some tweets 
from advocacy group Freedom 
House, journalists, politicians, 
and supporters of farmers' 
protest last year, according to a 
document filed by the platform 
on June 26.

The requests from the gov-
ernment were sent between 
January 5, 2021, and December 
29, 2021, according to the 
document filed with Lumen 
database.

Leading internet compa-
nies like Google, Facebook and 
Twitter file information with 
Lumen database about we-
blinks or accounts that they 
have been asked to block by 
any entity under applicable 
laws.

However, details about 
whether the request to block a 
link or account was fulfilled are 
not available on the database.

According to the document 
filed by Twitter, the social net-
work was asked by the gov-
ernment to block tweets of 
international advocacy group 

Freedom House which con-
ducts research and advocacy 
on democracy, political free-
dom, and human rights includ-
ing freedom of speech and ex-
pression on the internet across 
the world.

An e-mail query sent to the 
Ministry of Electronics and IT 
did not elicit any reply.

According to the document, 
the government had asked 
Twitter to block a few tweets 
from Freedom House which 
talked about the state of inter-
net freedom in 2020 and noted 
its sharp decline in India.

The document showed that 
the government requested 
to block tweets belonging to 
members of India National 
Congress and Aam Aadmi 
Party, including MLA Jarnail 
Singh.

The government had also 
requested Twitter to block the 
account of Kisan Ekta Morcha.

A random check showed that 
most of the tweets and Twitter 
accounts that were requested 
to be blocked were accessable 
to users.

In a statement released on 
Monday, the umbrella body 
of farmers' unions, Samyukta 

Kisan Morcha (SKM), raised 
strong objections to the re-
quests made by the govern-
ment for blocking tweets of 
those who stood in its support.

"Samyukta Kisan Morcha 
strongly opposes and con-
demns the withholding Twitter 
accounts allied with the farm 
movement on the instructions 
of the Union Government. 
Twitter has withheld about 
a dozen Twitter accounts in 
India, including the Twitter 
handle @kisanektamorcha al-
lied with the Farm Movement, 
without any warning," SKM 
said.

International group 
Committee to Protect 
Journalists condemned the 
government's move to block 
tweets of journalists-- Rana 
Ayyub and CJ Werleman.

"Twitter complying with the 
Indian government's direc-
tive to withhold journalist @
RanaAyyub's tweet and block 
columnist @cjwerleman's ac-
count in India are part of an 
unacceptable new trend of 
censorship on social media. 
This must stop! Journalists' 
voices are essential for a de-
mocracy," CPJ Asia tweeted.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Two Militants
Idrees Ahmad Dar resident of 

Kulpora, Kulgam.
As per police records, he said, both 

the killed militants were categorized 
and involved in several cases including 
attacks on Police/security forces and 
“civilian atrocities including killing of 
PRIs”.

Zubair, the spokesperson said was 
active since Aug-2021 and was trying 
to revive the militant folds by recruit-
ing & motivating the gullible youth 
including Idrees Ahmad to join “terror 
folds”.

“Incriminating materials, arms & 
ammunition have been recovered from 
the site of encounter. All the recovered 
materials have been taken into case 
records for further investigation,” he 
said.

“In this regard, a case under relevant 
sections of law has been registered and 
investigation has been initiated. People 
are requested to cooperate with Police 
till the area at encounter site is com-
pletely sanitized and cleared of all the 
explosive materials, if any,” he added.

According to the spokesperson, IGP 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar termed this op-
eration an important as encounter site 
is very close to highway on the yatra 
route and LeT (TRF) has been issuing 
threats to yatra.
Pak Intruder Killed

towards the fence”, he said. BSF 
troops fired three rounds at the in-
truder, the spokesman said, adding his 
body was found close to the fence.

The body was handed over to the 
police.
Forces On Alert

of enthusiasm in the people of 
Jammu region and in Kashmir too 
this year and I see the local people are 
also ready to welcome the visiting pil-
grims,” the LG said.

“The security forces are alert and 
have made adequate arrangements for 
the smooth conduct of Yatra, besides 
it has been our endeavor to make the 
best arrangements this year,” he added.

Earlier, the spokesperson said that 
the LG reviewed arrangements for the 
annual pilgrimage taking place nearly 
after three years.

The LG, he said, directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure health fa-
cilities, adequate number of Doctors, 
nursing staff, sanitation staff, and duty 
officers on the Yatra routes.

Sinha, he said, also called for col-
lective efforts of all stakeholders and 
inter-departmental synergy to ensure 
best in class arrangements and smooth 
conduct of yatra.

As per the spokesperson, the LG was 
briefed by concerned officers regarding 
the facilities along the yatra route, be-
sides the arrangements in regard to wa-
ter, power supply, sewage disposal, food 
and RFID counters at the yatri Niwas.

The yatra will commence on the 
Baltal and Chandanwari routes simul-
taneously from June 30.  
Yatra All Set

also made a provision of online dar-
shan for those who cannot physically 
undertake the yatra.

“For the devotees who can not come 
for the Yatra, they can avail facility 
of online darshan, pooja, havan and 
prasad,” an official of the SASB said.

At Baltal base camp, a 70-bed fully-
equipped DRDO hospital had been set 
up for quality healthcare services to 
the pilgrims.

The hospital, funded by Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, will have 
X-ray and ultrasound facilities, general 

and oxygenated wards, OPD, ICU, phar-
macy and a laboratory.

The health department of the Union 
territory also has made special ar-
rangements for providing healthcare 
facilities to the pilgrims.

They have stationed 109 Basic Life 
Support ambulances and 26 Advance 
Life Support critical care ambulances 
have at 55 locations en route Baltal and 
Chandanwari routes from Qazigund for 
the pilgrims.

During a recent visit to the twin base 
camps, Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha said this year special focus is on 
cleanliness and the board aims for a 
“Swachh Amarnath Yatra”.

“We have made provision of toi-
lets all along the routes. We are very 
serious about the overall cleanliness. 
Swachh Bharat is not just a slogan but a 
commitment announced by the Prime 
Minister,” he said.

The security along both the Baltal 
and Pahalgam routes has been beefed 
up with new security pickets being es-
tablished to ensure that the subversive 
elements are not able to disrupt the 
pilgrimage, the official said.

To ensure only bona-fide pilgrims 
are present at the yatra, the SASB has 
asked all intending pilgrims to carry 
Aadhar cards or any other biometric 
verified document with them.

The Yatra is scheduled to begin on 
June 30 and culminate on August 11, 
coinciding with Raksha Bandhan.

This year the pilgrimage is expected 
to see higher than usual attendance of 
pilgrims as the Yatra is resuming after 
a gap of three years.

In 2019, the Yatra was cancelled 
midway due to the Centre’s plan for 
abrogation of Article 370, the pilgrim-
age did not take place in 2020 and 2021 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (PTI)
Religious Leaders

to the overall development of the 
entire Jammu and Kashmir.

“The religious luminaries on the oc-
casion committed that they will pro-
vide all possible support to the gov-
ernment of J&K for a successful and 
peaceful yatra this year,” he added.

Speaking on the occasion, Sheikh 
Muzaffar highlighted the role of civil 
society in establishing a harmonised 
society.

Malik Mohammed Jameel, an emi-
nent Islamic scholar, according to the 
spokesperson, highlighted the impor-
tant role of the religious leaders in 
creating amity and how they can be 
ambassadors of goodwill and foster 
understanding.

Jameel, he said, stressed the impor-
tance of such initiatives that can serve 
as a meeting ground of diverse views 
and can further foster communal 
harmony.

According to the spokesperson, 
Abdul Latief Bukhari, Mirwaiz Central 
Kashmir while speaking on the occa-
sion stressed on more and more par-
ticipation of religious leaders to dispel 
mistrust amongst communities.

The Mirwaiz Central Kashmir, he 
said, pointed out that the religious 
leaders in present times are not do-
ing their best to be an instrument of 
change.

“Further, he assured the gathering 
that in coming months the religious 
leaders will be pro active in educating 
empathy, harmony, and understanding 
through sermons in their respective ar-
eas in J&K,” he added.

Mufti Nasir Ahmad, a leading semi-
nary of Kashmir valley, spoke on the 
challenges in the way of any change, 
the spokesperson said.

“He observed that one is bound to 

face obstacles and difficulties in the 
way of any fruitful change or initiative. 
All such obstacles can be overcome 
with conviction and aiming for great-
er good. Good coordination, consis-
tent amicable efforts do bear results,” 
Ahmad added.

According to the spokesperson, 
Master Ghulam Nabi Gani and Raja 
Muneeb, in their address, called upon 
all Kashmiris to welcome Amarnath 
yatris.

“He said that it’s our duty to coop-
erate for a peaceful yatra and a chance 
to extend our hospitality, for which 
Kashmir is known for. Every yatri 
should carry a message of peace and 
harmony from this holy land,” he said.

The spokesperson further said that 
the participants of this unique confer-
ence have brought forward the impor-
tance of people’s power.

“They urged the government to fa-
cilitate and expand the space for the 
Civil society to play its role and come 
forward to dispel any mistrust or 
disharmony,”
IGP Chairs High

the concept of joint responsibility & 
accountability and coordination for the 
safe, secure and smooth Yatra.

“IGP Kashmir highlighted the emi-
nent threat from terrorists and stressed 
for strengthening of the intelligence 
grid so as to neutralise them. He also 
discussed the other threat perceptions 
for Yatra as well as tourists and empha-
sized for establishment of a proper se-
curity grid,” he said.

While taking district-wise security 
review and stock of arrangements put 
in place for the yatra, Kumar, he said, 
also elaborated the role and responsi-
bility of all the four districts of South 
Kashmir which were represented by 
the concerned District SsPs.

On the occasion, the spokesperson 
said that the senior officers of Army/
Security Forces also presented detailed 
presentation and shared their valuable 
inputs/suggestions for strengthening 
the overall security grid and providing 
fool proof security cover to the yatries 
during their forward & return journey.

“Special attention was laid on regu-
lar briefing and de-briefing, cut-off 
timings, elimination of threat of sticky 
bombs/IEDs/grenade lobbing & drone 
attacks, security of parking areas, traf-
fic management, ROP, implementation 
of SOPs etc,” he added.

On the conclusion, the spokesperson 
said that IGP Kashmir emphasized that 
multiple checking points must be es-
tablished for restricting un-registered 
yatries to reach to base camp to avoid 
chaotic situations.

Kumar, he said, also directed that all 
stakeholders be taken into confidence 
by creating synergy and cordial rela-
tions with them so as to achieve objec-
tive of conducting successful Yatra.

“He also emphasized on the role of 
supervisory officers for ensuring brief-
ing and de-briefing, strengthening of 
the intelligence grid on ground, alert-
ness of deployed nafri, intensified legal 
action on OGWs and following all the 
SOPs in letter and spirit,” the spokes-
person said.

He further said that IGP Kashmir 
also stressed on better coordination, 
cooperation and cohesive efforts be-
tween all the different agencies on 
ground including Army, CRPF, BSF, ITBP, 
Civil Administration and Police for safe, 
secure & smooth yatra.
Sacrificial Animals

and Merino Cross varieties of Sheep 
have been fixed at Rs 310 per kg, those 
of Bakerwal and Kashmiri varieties at 

Rs 295 per kg and for goat has been 
fixed at Rs 285 per kg.
Top Doctor Sounds

he explained.
He further said modeling stud-

ies from credible institutes like the 
IHME, University of Washington do 
not predict any fresh COVID wave in 
the immediate future for the region of 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. However, 
exercising caution is clearly beneficial 
so that we avoid any upsurge in the 
cases.

“The positivity rate among the test-
ed samples is not high and the authori-
ties are keeping a close watch on the 
situation. Since there are areas globally 
as also in the country, where sporadic 
increase of cases is reported, it would 
be prudent to stay alert without any 
panic. We need not be complacent 
but at the same time, panic should not 
creep in”, he further said.
Slight Uptick In Cases

officials said, Srinagar detected 
16 and Baramulla four new cases of 
Covid-19 while the other eight districts 
remained Corona free. In the winter 
capital, they said, Jammu reported a 
maximum of 40 new cases, Udhampur, 
Kishtwar and Poonch two each and a 
single new case from Kathua district.

“Moreover, 29 more COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 19 from Jammu division and 10 
from Kashmir division,” the officials 
said.

Also, they said that no new Covid-19 
related fatality was reported in J&K 
during the last 24 hours. So far, 4756 
persons—2331 in Jammu and 2425 in 
Kashmir—have died due to the virus.
SC Asks J&K HC

bench order was that I would be 
handed over the body and I will be 
taking that to my own graveyard. That 
portion of the order I am not pressing 
anymore.

Because, I am prepared to go the 
graveyard where he is buried and re-
mains will be exhumed and re-entered 
and I will perform the religious rites 
myself there only..., the senior lawyer 
said, adding that there were judge-
ments which say that the right to 
perform last rites lies with the family 
members.

The bench said that as the matter 
was listed for hearing before the high 
court on Tuesday, it will request the 
court to hear and decide the plea of 
Mohammad Latief Magrey either to-
morrow or within a week thereafter.

The counsel for the petitioner, at the 
outset, states that he does not want to 
press for the first relief granted by the 
High Court for exhumation and handing 
over of the body remains of his deceased 
son...He, however, wants to perform the 
last rites as per the religious practices at 
the... graveyard where his son was bur-
ied, the bench noted in its order.

The bench disposed of the appeal 
without expressing any opinion on 
the merits and asked the high court to 
permit the counsel to appear through 
video conferencing mode.

Earlier on June 24, another vaca-
tion bench had agreed to hear the plea 
seeking exhumation of the body for 
performing the last rites by the family.

Grover had said that a single-judge 
bench of the Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court had allowed the exhuming of his 
son’s body but it was later stayed by a 
division bench.

He had said that his client has sup-
ported the Army all through his life, 
and the only need to exhume the body 

was to perform the last rites of his son 
Aamir Magrey, who was killed along 
with three others in the “encounter”.

On June 3, a division bench of the 
High Court of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh stayed the single bench 
order for exhuming the body of Aamir 
Magrey and handing it to his family for 
last rites.

On May 27, the single judge bench 
had directed the Jammu and Kashmir 
authorities to make arrangements for 
exhuming the remains of the deceased 
from the Wadder Payeen graveyard in 
the presence of Latief Magrey.

The high court, however, had said if 
the body is “highly putrefied and is not 
in deliverable state or is likely to pose 
risk to public health and hygiene, the 
petitioner and his close relatives shall 
be allowed to perform last rites as per 
their tradition and religious beliefs in 
the graveyard itself”.

In that situation, the state shall pay 
petitioner Mohammad Latief Magrey 
a compensation of Rs five lakh for de-
privation of his right to have the dead 
body of his son and give him a decent 
burial as per the family traditions, reli-
gious obligations, and faith which the 
deceased professed when he was alive, 
the single judge bench order had said.

Bodies of two more civilians, Altaf 
Ahmad Bhat and Dr. Mudasir Gul, who 
was killed in the Hyderpora contro-
versial encounter, were exhumed and 
returned to the families following an 
outcry days after the gunfight.

Four people were killed in the al-
leged encounter on the outskirts of 
Srinagar on November 15, 2021.

While the police said all of them 
were militants and buried their bod-
ies in Kupwara in North Kashmir, the 
families of the victims said that they 
were innocent civilians.
Rising Mercury

of May, with the arrival of summer. 
But this year, due to the excessive heat 
and the lack of rainfall, there is a high 
probability that the hibernation period 
(known as brumation) of the snakes 
was shorter, forcing them to come out 
of their burrows earlier.”

The report says, since snakes are 
ectothermic animals (cannot regulate 
their internal body temperature), they 
do not come to the surface during the 
colder months of March and April. 
They remain underground to keep 
themselves warm, and only surface in 
summers for natural sunlight and heat.

Kashmir usually experiences rain-
fall in the months of March and April, 
followed by summer in May and June. 
But human-induced climate change re-
sulted in a quick switch from winter to 
summer this year.

Kartick Satyanarayan, Co-founder 
and CEO, Wildlife SOS said, “Our team 
has conducted numerous awareness 
drives to educate people about the 
causes of increased snake sightings 
due to factors like climate change and 
rapid urbanisation. Because of these 
efforts, there has been a palpable shift 
in people’s attitude towards snakes 
and other wildlife.”

The month of May also saw a con-
siderable rise in snake sightings with 
a total of 24 snake rescues, which kept 
our rescue team busy.

A nearly six-foot-long Himalayan 
Trinket Snake got injured in a conflict 
situation in the Zabarwan Forest Range 
area of Jammu and Kashmir when the 
reptile was spotted.

“A few people attempted to chase 
it away using either a stick or a sharp 
object, which injured the snake on its 
neck,” Mir said. The snake’s injuries 
were treated with topical medication 

and once found fit, it was safely re-
leased back into the wild.

In some rare cases, the NGO said it 
also encounters snake species like the 
common Sand Boa which is not native.

“It was suspected to have boarded a 
transport or goods carrier truck com-
ing from another state,” it adds.
3 J&K Photojournalists

2022 awards, which were announced 
in May this year, will be recognized at a 
separate ceremony in October.

The highly acclaimed Pulitzer Prize 
was established in 1917 by provisions in 
the will of newspaper publisher Joseph 
Pulitzer. It is administered by Columbia 
University and is considered to be the 
most prestigious award in the field of 
Journalism. These awards recognise 
journalists who are at the frontlines of 
blatant challenges and are intrepid in 
their commitment to reporting.

The three J&K based photojournal-
ists are currently associated with the 
American news agency, Associated 
Press.

“Snaking around roadblocks, some-
times taking cover in strangers’ homes 
and hiding cameras in vegetable bags, 
the three photographers captured im-
ages of protests, police and paramili-
tary action and daily life — and then 
headed to an airport to persuade trav-
ellers to carry the photo files out with 
them and get them to the AP’s office in 
New Delhi,” Associated Press had said 
in 2020 after the three lensman won 
the Pulitzer Prizes.

Notably, Dar Yasin and Mukhtar 
Khan were first Kashmiri journalists 
who were bestowed with the pres-
tigious award. In May, Sanna Irshad 
Mattoo, a Kashmir based photojournal-
ist currently associated with Reuters, 
became the third Kashmiri journalist 
to have won the Pulitzer Prize.

One of the winners Mukhtar Khan 
who started his career with the 
Kashmir Observer and later joined AP 
in early 2000 has covered Kashmir 
conflict extensively. Besides Khan, 
Dar Yasin South has also covered 
the Kashmir situation besides the 
2005 devastating earthquake and its 
aftermath.

The photographs for which the three 
AP photojournalists were awarded 
Pulitzer were termed as “Striking 
Images of Life” by the Pulitzer jury. 
Jointly the honour carries US $15000.

Besides the three honoured lens-
men, among those who rejoiced in 
the award were members of Kashmir’s 
media fraternity who flared up the ex-
hilarating moment with their congrat-
ulatory messages.
Militant Arrested

of Koti Doda, the official said, adding 
that he was tasked to target J&K Police 
personnel in Doda district . (PTI)

Train Crushes 
medico-legal formalities.
A police official in the meantime also 

confirmed the incident to a local news 
agency GNS.

Teenager’s Body
police and locals assisted by army’s 

21 RR started a rescue operation at the 
site. However, no trace of the drowned 
boy was found till late Sunday evening.

A team of SDRF joined the rescue 
operation Monday morning, leading to 
the retrieval of the body.

Man Killed In
shifted to SDH Kokernag for medico-

legal formalities following which it 
would be handed over to the family for 
last rites”, they further said.

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 
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LG Calls For Prompt Action 
In Complaints From People

Says First Step 
Towards Good 
Governance Is 
Listening To People, 
Resolving Their 
Grievances

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Monday 
interacted with 20 complain-
ants from across the UT and ad-
dressed their grievances during 
“LG’s Mulaqaat”- Live Public 
Grievance Hearing programme, 
at the Civil Secretariat.

First step towards good gov-
ernance is listening to people 
and resolving their grievances 
expeditiously. There is a visible 
improvement in performance 
of departments and level of 
public satisfaction, said the Lt 
Governor.

A proactive and citizen-
friendly administrative system 
has made life easier for com-
mon man. Direct communi-
cation and speed & scale of 
governmental intervention to 
resolve daily issues faced by the 

masses, is providing a strong 
boost to public service delivery, 
observed the Lt Governor.

In today’s LG Mulaqaat pro-
gram, with the intervention of Lt 
Governor, various issues of the ap-
plicants got resolved on the spot.

The Lt Governor passed ex-
plicit directions to all Deputy 
Commissioners and concerned 
officials to maintain prompt-
ness in grievance redressal 
mechanism by ensuring that 
requests and complaints from 
people are responded to within 
a reasonable timeframe.

Zahoor Ahmad Khan from 
Budgam expressed gratitude to 
the Lt Governor-led UT Admin-
istration for taking appropriate 
action for quick redressal of his 
grievance.

 One Shaikh Mudasir from 
Pulwama projected the issue 
of cleanliness of the freshwa-
ter stream - Laeth Khul, upon 
which the Lt Governor directed 
the concerned Deputy Commis-
sioner to involve Civil Society 
and PRI members and mobilize 
the local people in keeping the 
water stream clean.

On the issue of illegal soil 
extraction in the Kishan Ganga 
River, the Deputy Commis-

sioner Bandipora informed the 
chair that appropriate action 
has been taken in this regard.

Mohammad Ayaz Khan of 
Poonch drew the attention of 
authorities pertaining to delay 
in installation of hand pumps. 
The Lt Governor passed direc-
tions to the Deputy Commis-
sioner Poonch and Jal Shakti de-
partment to expedite the work.

Redressing the grievance of 
Mustafa from Doda regarding 
dysfunctional irrigation canal 
Pranu Khul, the Lt Governor 
directed the Administrative 
Secretary Irrigation and Flood 
Control Department to com-
plete the work on making the 
canal functional in the shortest 
possible time.

 On the issue projected by 
Balwant Singh of Reasi regard-
ing non availability of Govern-
ment Transport Facility in his 
locality, the chair was informed 
that necessary measures have 
been taken to address the issue.

Ms. Rehana Batul, Commis-
sioner/Secretary, Public Griev-
ances moderated today's pro-
gram of LG’s Mulaqaat and 
informed the chair about the 
progress and status of griev-
ances received.

Apex Body In Ladakh 
Reiterate Four-Point Demand

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Apex Body of 
various political, social and reli-
gious organizations of the Union 
Territory of Ladakh on Monday 
reiterated their pledge to con-
tinue their struggle on the four-
point demand

On Monday, the Apex Body 
convened an important meeting 
which was chaired by former 
Member Parliament Thupstan 
Chhewang and attended by

former J&K minister Tsering 
Dorjey Lakrook, President Anju-
man Imamia, Anjuman Moin-ul-
Islam and Christian community, 
Former President Ladakh Gonpa 
Association, Women Represen-
tative, Panchayat Coordination 
Committee Leh, Representative 
of District Congress Committee 
Leh and Am Admi Party Leh, be-

sides Students' Union, a spokes-
person said.

In this meeting, he said, Chhe-
wang, briefed the participants 
about his recent meeting with 
Home Minister Amit Shah on 
June 13 in New Delhi.

“The Apex body in today's 
meeting decided to stand firm 
and continue to struggle on the 
four-point demand,” the spokes-
person said.

Regarding these objectives, he 
said, the Apex Body Leh is sched-
uled to meet Kargil Democratic 
Alliance KDA soon to further 
strengthen the movement for the 
interest of the people of Ladakh.

“The members of the Apex 
Body proposed a Youth Wing of 
the Apex body and to be consti-
tuted soon to expedite the move-
ment based on the objectives of 
the Apex Body,” he added.

All J&K Colleges To Introduce Skill 
Courses This Year: Kansal
‘Student Feedback, Biometric Attendance To Be Introduced, Research To Be Facilitated’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Principal Secretary 
Higher Education Department 
(HED), Rohit Kansal said on 
Monday that all colleges in J&K 
will introduce a 30 credit vol-
untary skill certification pro-
gramme this year.

“This will be in addition to the 
curriculum prescribed by the 
UGC for the undergraduate pro-
gramme and the aim to this will 
be to give the students an addi-
tional skill certification leading 
to their higher employability. In 
addition several other innova-
tive and reformative steps such 
as a uniform academic calendar, 
fidelity of the time table and 
exam schedule, student and 
institutional feedback, ERP sup-
port and biometric attendance 
will be introduced from this 
year onwards,” he said.

He made these remarks while 
speaking at the two-day Confer-
ence on ‘NEP-2020: Prepared-
ness & Implementation’ here at 
Lalla Arifa Auditorium of Govt. 
College for Women, MA Road. 
The conference is jointly being 
organised by four city colleges, 
viz. Amar Singh College, S P Col-
lege, Islamia College of Science 
and Commerce and Women’s 
College M A Road.

Terming the NEP 2020 as a 
revolutionary policy, he said 
that the policy promises to 
change the entire higher edu-
cational ecosystem in India 
and its focus on flexibity, mul-
tidisciplinary and equity are 
unique and unprecedented. He 
reiterated that NEP 2020 had 
come into being after extensive 
stakeholder consultations and 
discussions, deliberations and 

suggestions from all concerned.
“Now it is time to implement 

the package. And when it comes 
to the implementation of policy, 
all of us have a role to play. Uni-
versities have a very important 
role being norm stetting institu-
tions and the guardians of our 
academic standards; but in the 
actual implementation at the 
ground level the colleges will 
have to lead the way,” Kansal 
said while addressing the inau-
gural session of the conference.

During his address, Vice Chan-
cellor Cluster University, Prof 
Qayoom Hussain talked about 
the importance of NEP 2020 and 
the preparedness of the Univer-
sity in drafting the syllabus and 
all related activities.

While speaking on the occa-
sion, Vice Chancellor University 
of Kashmir, Prof Neelofer Khan 
expressed confidence that the 
NEP 2020 would be fully imple-
mented across all the educa-
tional institutions of J&K. She 
outlined the efforts of the Uni-
versity of Kashmir in this direc-
tion and promised all support 
to the Higher Educational Insti-
tutions in the implementation 
of the policy.

Director Colleges J&K, Dr Yas-
meen Ashai gave a brief about 
the conference and said that the 
conference would help in ef-
fective and wide consultations 

with stakeholders and acade-
micians and will set a roadmap 
for better implementation of 
NEP 2020.

Principal Government Wom-
en’s College Srinagar, Prof (Dr) 
Ruhi Jan Kanth gave a brief 
overview of NEP 2020 and said 
the policy envisages multidisci-
plinary and holistic education 
with creative and logical think-
ing coupled with extension of 
technology.

She said that the delibera-
tions of the conference would 
be used to roll out NEP’s imple-
mentation in the Union Terri-
tory of J&K.

On the first day of the two day 
conference, a technical session on 
‘Multidisciplinary & Holistic Edu-
cation’ was also held which was 
chaired by VC University of Kash-
mir, Prof Neelofer Khan. A total of 
4 technical sessions will be held 
during the course of the confer-
ence wherein eminent acade-
micians and administrators will 
participate in panel discussions 
to deliberate on the different as-
pects related to the implementa-
tion of NEP-2020. The Sessions 
will be chaired by Vice Chancel-
lors of several Universities.

The conference was attended 
by eminent academicians, VCs of 
various universities, Principals 
of different colleges of Kashmir, 
faculty members and others.

Govt Formally Winds 
Up S&OS Department
Staff To Be Deployed To Other Departments

Cong Hold Protests Demanding 
Roll-Back Of Agnipath Scheme

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Congress here on Monday 
held protests against Agnipath' 
military recruitment scheme, 
demanding the central govern-
ment to roll-back it immedi-
ately and stop "playing with the 
future" of the youth.

The Congress leaders and 
activists observed a "peaceful 
Satyagraha" in all assembly con-
stituencies across the country 
on Monday to demand a with-
drawal of the new scheme.

They blamed the BJP-led 
central government for deceiv-
ing the youth while claiming 
the new military recruitment 
scheme has lowered the pres-
tige of the armed forces too.

Led by J&K Congress chief and 
former minister Gulam Ahmed 
Mir, hundreds of party workers, 
including dozen former ministers 
and legislators sat on the protest 
dharna in Tawi Bridge area here.

Carrying placard in support of 
policy's roll-back, the protestors 
raised anti-government slogans.

They opposed "dictatorial pol-
icies of BJP" besides highlighting 

other anti-youth, anti-farmers 
and anti-labour policies of the 
saffron party and the J&K ad-
ministration, a senior Congress 
leader said.

"We have held Satyagraha 
here to stand by the youth of 
this country and in support of 
the immediate roll-back of the 
policy", Mir told reporters here.

He said the youth of this coun-
try has been "deceived by the 
BJP-led central government."

Congress held anti-Agnipath 
protests in various districts and 
towns of Jammu and Kashmir.

Congress spokesperson Ra-
vinder Sharma, who led another 
protest in Sunderbani, lashed out 
at the BJP for "its failures on all 
fronts especially in giving em-
ployment and controlling prices".

The BJP had promised two 
crore jobs annually and one rank 
one pension but it betrayed the 
youth, and imposed huge taxes 
on common man, he alleged.

He opposed heavy taxes and 
power tariff hike in rural India 
amidst "unprecedented price rise."

He asked the people to op-
pose the wrong policies of the 
government.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Monday formally winded up of 
Department of Stationery & Of-
fice Supplies, J&K.

The decision was taken ad-
ministrative council meeting on 
June 8.

“Sanction is hereby accorded 
to the closure/winding-up of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Depart-
ment of Stationery and Office 
Supplies, J&K,” reads a govern-
ment order.

The employees of the wind-
ed-up department shall be de-
ployed to the Government De-
partments as per need and shall 

be governed by their existing 
rules and regulations till their 
retirement from service, it said.

“All fixed and movable assets 
of the winded-up Department 
at Jammu/Kashmir shall be 
utilized by other Government 
Departments depending upon 
their requirement,” it said, add-
ing, “The liabilities, if any, pend-
ing against the Department, 
shall be referred to ARI & Train-
ings Department for clearance 
out of Government Accounts af-
ter thorough Verification.”

Also the official records shall 
be handed over to the ARI & 
Trainings Department for future 
correspondence and record, the 
order added. (GNS)

CPI (M) Calls For Release 
Of Teesta, Others

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Polit Bureau of the 
Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist) on Monday called for release 
of activist Teesta Setalvad and oth-
ers and demanded withdrawal of 
cases filed against them.

In a statement issued here, the 
CPI (M) spokesperson said that 
Teesta’s arrest is an ominous threat 
to all democratic minded citizens 
not to dare to question the role of 
the State or the government under 
whose regime “communal vio-
lence” takes place.

“This is abhorrent to democratic 
rights of citizens,” he said.

“However, the action of the Gu-
jarat administration in her arrest 
has been enabled by the question-
able verdict of the three member 
Bench of the Supreme Court which 
has made the complainant into the 
accused and ordering “all those 
involved in such abuse of process 
need to be in the dock and pro-
ceeded with in accordance with the 
law,” he added.

The spokesperson said that her 
arrest means any SIT established by 

the Court is to be considered out-
side the purview of judicial appeals 
and if anyone appeals against it, as 
did Zakia Jaffry and Teesta Setalvad 
in the present case, then they are 
charged with “abuse of process.” 
A fight for justice for 16 years is 
described in unusual derogatory 
terms as keeping the “pot boiling 
for ulterior design”.

“It should be noted that the Court 
appointed amicus curiae in the SIT 
case, while agreeing with many rec-
ommendations of the SIT, had also 
recorded that certain sections of the 
IPC causing hatred among commu-
nities should be considered. Earlier 
in April 2004, it was the Supreme 
Court itself which had described the 
then Government leaders as “mod-
ern day Neros”,” he added.

The spokesperson further said 
that the present verdict does not 
address any of these issues and in-
stead punishes those who like Tees-
ta believe in the judicial system.

“It is a fit case for a curative pe-
tition,” the CPI (M) spokesperson 
said, while  demanding the with-
drawal of cases and release of Tees-
ta Setalvad, Sreekumar and others.

Stranded Vehicles Cleared On 
Mughal Road After 21 Hours

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Mughal road, connect-
ing Poonch and Rajouri districts 
with Shopian district, reopened 
on Monday for stranded traffic af-
ter remaining closed for 21 hours.

The road was closed after a 
massive landslide occurred at 
Dougrian towards Poonch side 
in the afternoon, leading to the 
closure of the thoroughfare.

A police officer confirmed to 
a local news agency GNS that 
stranded traffic vehicles were 
cleared only. However, the offi-
cer said, fresh rains have started 
in the area and decision regard-
ing allowing the traffic would 
be taken by the authorities after 
accessing the situation. “People 
are requested not to undertake 
journey unless confirming the 
status of the road,” he said.

DGPC Election- 2022 Conducted 
Smoothly In Kashmir Division
63 Elected Unopposed, Elections Contested In 16 
Constituencies, 49.58 Percent Voter Turnover Recorded

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The elections for 
District Gurudwara Prabandhak 
Committees (DGPC) 2022 were 
successfully and peacefully held 
on Monday amid sufficient se-
curity across 16 constituencies 
in Srinagar, Baramulla and Pul-
wama districts of Kashmir Di-
vision for which 34 Polling Sta-
tions were established.

Out of 40 Candidates in fray 12 
candidates were contesting for six 
Constituencies in Srinagar District, 
23 Candidates were contesting for 
eight Constituencies of Baramulla 
District and 05 Candidates were 
contesting for two constituencies 
of Pulwama District.

The polling commenced from 
7:00 AM till 1:00 PM at 34 Polling 
Stations in these 03 Districts. The 
total number of eligible electors 
registered for these sixteen con-
stituencies was 12701. The total 
number of votes polled during the 
prescribed time were 6297 with a 
voting percentage of 49.58%.

The counting of votes was 
held from 2:00 PM onwards 
and the results of 16 candidates 
were declared soon after the 
counting was finished.

Pertinent to mention here, 
that there are 80 DGPC Constit-
uencies in Kashmir Division 11 
constituencies each for District 

Srinagar, Budgam, Baramulla, 
Kupwara, Anantnag, Kulgam 
and Pulwama, and 02 Constitu-
encies for Shopian District.

Out of these 80 DGPC Constitu-
encies, candidates of 63 constitu-
encies were elected unopposed 
which include each 11 candidates 
of District Budgam, Kupwara, An-
antnag, Kulgam and 02 of District 
Shopian, 05 candidates of Sri-
nagar, 03 Candidates of Baramul-
la and 09 candidates of Pulwama 
District. Further in Bandipora 
no nomination paper has been 
received for one DGPC constitu-
ency of the District and in District 
Ganderbal no DGPC Constituency 
therefore elections were not held 
in these two districts.

The Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir who is the Nodal Of-
ficer and under whose supervi-
sion these elections were held 
expressed satisfaction on the free 
and fair, peaceful, transparent 
and smooth conduct of the elec-
tions. He congratulated the win-
ning candidates and hoped that 
the elected candidates will work 
for the betterment of respective 
electorates for next five years. The 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir 
also thanked the respective Dep-
uty Commissioners, District Elec-
tion Authorities, Security Agencies 
and all the officials involved in the 
smooth conduct of these elections.

J&K Inks Pact For Capacity Building Of IT Infrastructure, e-Services

Farooq Writes To LG, Seeks Compensation 
For Fire Victims Of Poonch

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National President and 
Member of Parliament from 
Srinagar Dr Farooq Abdullah on 
Monday expressed profound 
grief over the  nocturnal fire in-
cident that rendered a number 
of families homeless  at Gagrian 
Wazli Swajian, an area of Mandi 
in Poonch district.

In this regard the party Presi-
dent wrote a letter to LG Manoj 
Sinha seeking an adequate com-
pensation package for the fire 
victims.

Asking the LG to reach out to 
the victim families, Dr Farooq 
said, “The devastating fire has 
completely smothered lifelong 
saving, valuable household items, 
belongings and edibles of the vic-
tims. Affected families have been 

left with nothing. It is therefore 
imperative for the government to 
reach out to them. It is expected 
that the administration will lose 
no time to reach out to the af-
fected with necessary relief and 
compensation,”

He further said that there was 
no way the affected families 
could manage the reconstruction 
of their houses on their own.

“I hope the administration 
will lend support to the affected 
in reconstructing their dwell-
ings under various rural flag-
ship schemes including Pradhan 
Mantri Gramin Awas Yojana. 
Administration should also give 
free firewood, ration, and other 
household merchandise to the 
affected for at least six months. 
Required permission for rebuild-
ing gutted structures should also 
be provided forthwith," he added.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Government of 
UT of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Monday inked a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Jammu to jointly work on 
the capacity building of IT infra-
structure & e-Services.

The MoU was signed between 
Prema Puri, Commissioner Sec-
retary to the Government, Infor-
mation Technology Department, 
and Prof. Manoj Singh Gaur, Di-
rector IIT Jammu in the presence 
of Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, at the Raj Bhavan.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Lt Governor said that the collab-

oration will create center of ex-
pertise and excellence towards 
design, development of projects 
related to software services, 
cyber-security, capacity build-
ing for cyber compliances and IT 
policies.

The agreement will also pave 
the way for developing and 

organizing hackathons for tal-
ent hunt, besides incubation of 
startups in the UT, he added.

Highlighting the areas of col-
laboration through the MoU, the 
Lt Governor stressed on adopt-
ing cutting-edge technology for 
Cyber Security Solutions to pro-
vide security to all the Digital 

Assets of the Government.
He said the biggest goal of this 

MoU is to improve the effective-
ness of the governance with 
prime objective to make services 
face-less, paper-less, easy, effec-
tive and efficient.

Many initiatives have been un-
dertaken by the government for 
revolutionizing the public ser-
vice delivery and improving re-
sponsiveness and accountability 
of department, he further added.

Citing the example of “Aapki 
Zameen Aapki Nigrani” Land Re-
cords Information System (LRIS) 
for establishing a transparent 
system by facilitating easy on-
line access to the individual 
Land Records by citizens thereby 

curbing corruption, the Lt Gov-
ernor suggested for going a step 
ahead and exploring the possi-
bility of a new platform based on 
Block-chain technology to keep 
the land data records absolutely 
safe and temper-proof.

The Lt Governor also high-
lighted the need for transition 
of government websites to user 
friendly mobile versions owing 
to universal mobile usage. The Lt 
Governor suggested collabora-
tive efforts to develop commu-
nity monitoring tool for school 
education and higher educa-
tion departments to objectively 
monitor the quality of education 
in schools and colleges across 
the UT.




