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13 Test Corona Positive In 
J&K

 

Observer News Service

 

Srinagar: At least 13 more 
people tested positive for 
Coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday while 
no fresh fatality was reported 
across the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

 

While Jammu division re-
corded just a single new case 
of Covid-19, the remaining 12, 
officials said, were detected 
from several districts of the 
Valley, taking the number of 
people infected since the on-
set of pandem- ic in 
J&K to 

To think too much 
is a disease

- Fyodor Dostoevsky

Widom

15 People Injured 
By Stray Dogs
SRINAGAR: At least 15 persons 
including a teacher and two 
children were injured in an attack 
by stray dogs in North Kashmir’s 
Handwara on Thursday. Locals 
that stray dogs attacked and 
injured at least 15 persons 
in Gundchobutara Kralgund 
village of Handwara, who were 
all shifted to District Hospital 
Handwara for treatment.
Sarpanch Naseer Ahmed Khan 
said that among the 15 people 
bitten by canines, More on P6

Missing Teen Girl 
Found Dead
SRINAGAR: Body of a teenage 
girl from Damhal Hanjipora 
area of South Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district, who was missing since 
June 12, was recovered from a 
river in the district on Thursday, 
officials said.
They said that the girl identified 
as Khushboo Jan (17) daughter 
of Jahangir Ahmad Naikoo was 
missing since June 12 from her 
home in Koreal Manzgam area.
He said that her body was 
recovered from More on P6

J&K Clocks 38 New 
Corona Cases
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported 38 new Covid cases on 
Thursday that took the infection 
tally to 4,54,623, officials said.
No Covid-related death was 
reported, they said.
Of the new cases, 25 were 
reported from the Jammu 
division while 13 were from the 
Kashmir valley, officials said.
The death toll stands at 4,755, 
they said. There are 220 
active cases, while the overall 
recoveries have More on P6

3 Booked For 
Possessing 
AK-47 Rounds
ANANTNAG: Police have booked 
three youth including two 
students under the Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) 
for possessing ammunition and 
having links with militants here in 
South Kashmir’s Bijbehara town 
of Anantnag.
Police have recovered 20 rounds 
of AK-47 from the possession of 
these three persons, a local news 
agency KNT reported Thursday.
Quoting Police sources, the report 
said that an FIR More on P6

Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar 
Now Taste 
Mediterranean
Flavour in Srinagar Turkish Burger
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A wholesome meal 
for people on the go

Flood Threat Over 
As Water Level 
Recedes In Jhelum

Agencies

Srinagar: The flood situation 
in Kashmir Valley showed 
a marked improvement on 
Thursday as water level in 
Jhelum and other water bodies 
receded considerably.

From reaching 22.09-ft at 8 
p.m. on Wednesday, the wa-
ter level in Jhelum at Sangam 

gauge in south Kashmir was at 
18.29 at noon on Thursday, an 
official of Irrigation and Flood 
Control department said, as 
per news agency GNS.

However he said the water 
level was still above the ‘flood 
declaration mark’ of 18-ft.

At Ram Munshi Bagh here, the 
Jhelum was flowing at 19.2-ft at 
noon against 19.77-ft at 4 a.m. 

today. “The water level is ex-
pected to reduce further as the 
day progresses,” said the official. 
The water level was still above 
the danger mark of 18-ft when 
flood was declared in Srinagar.

At Asham in northern 
Kashmir’s Bandipora district, 
the official said, the Jhelum 
level was at 12.58ft, almost 2-ft 
below the mark More on P6

No Major 
Rainfall 
Activity Till 
June 30: MeT

Weatherman on Thursday said that there was no major rainfall 
activity expected in Jammu and Kashmir till the end of this month. 
A meteorological department official here said that mainly dry 

weather was expected over the plains of Jammu and Kashmir with very light 
rain or thundershowers at one or two places over the higher reaches in the 
next 24 hours. He said fair to partly cloudy weather becoming More on P6

Highway To 
Remain Closed 
For 4th Day Today

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Traffic on Jammu-
Srinagar, the only surface link 
connecting Kashmir Valley 
with the outside world, shall 
remain closed on Friday for 
the 4th consecutive day, of-
ficials said.

The thoroughfare re-
mained closed due to mul-
tiple landslides triggered by 
incessant rains, officials said.

“Tomorrow on 24-06-
2022, movement of all type 
of vehicles shall remain sus-
pended on Jammu-Srinagar 
highway in view of major 
landslide near Dewal bridge 
which has damaged both 
tubes of highway road where 
restoration work could not be 

completed till today evening 
and will continue tomorrow 
also,” a traffic department of-
ficial told GNS. “Restoration 
work at t2 tunnel has also not 
been complete.”

Likewise vehicular move-
ment from Jammu to 
Chenani, Patnitop, Doda, 
Ramban, Gool, Banihal, 
Srinagar and vice-versa shall 
also remain suspended be-
cause of closure of highway 
near Dewal bridge, he said.

“People are requested not 
to undertake any journey on 
Jammu- Srinagar NHW and 
other mentioned routes till 
clearance work is completed.”

Meanwhile in order to as-
sess the ground situation that 
arose due to More on P6

No Infiltration 
In Keran 
Sector In Over 
A Year: Army
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: No infiltration at-
tempt was successful along 
the Line of Control (LoC) in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Keran 
sector in over a year as there 
is multi-tier deployment 
of troops and surveillance 
equipment to maintain vigil, a 
senior Army officer said here.

Troops deployed along 
the LoC in the sector have in-
tercepted terrorists twice in 
over a year, Brigadier Tapas 
Misra of the 268 Infantry 
Brigade said during an inter-
action with the media here.

The 268 Infantry Brigade 
is headquartered at 
Pharkian. It is responsible 
for manning the 55-km-long 
LoC in the sector in north 
Kashmir's Kupwara district.

''We have intercepted 
twice. There has been no 
successful infiltration in our 
area,'' Misra said.

Brigadier Misra said a 
multi-tier deployment was 
in place to stop infiltration.

''Some of it is physical, 
some is electronic. It is a 
great combination of man, 
machine and surveillance, 
due to which we are able to 
ensure that no infiltration 
happens,'' he added.

The Army officer said the 
ceasefire agreement reiter-
ated in February last year 
was holding up well and 
no incident of violation has 
taken place so far.

He, however, added that 
ceasefire or not, troops 
would guard the border.

''We have to be alert, 
and the boys are all up and 
about. We are More on P6

TRUCKERS UPTO TEN TYRE are 
advised to use Mughal road from 

Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa.”

AMARNATH YATRA

LG Reviews Security Preparations 
In Unified Command Meet

5000 Personnel To Be 
Deployed In Jammu 
City For Security

As many as 5,000 security 
personnel will be deployed 
in the Jammu city as 

part of the multi-tier security 
arrangement for the Amarnath 
Yatra which begins later this 
month. The 43-day pilgrimage 
is scheduled to start on June 30 
after a two-year hiatus due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. The 
journey will begin from both the 
routes -- the traditional 48-km 
route from Nunwan in Pahalgam 
in south Kashmir's Anantnag, and 
14-km shorter but More on P6

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Thursday chaired a 
meeting of top brass security 
and reviewed the security ar-
rangements and preparations 
for the annual Amarnath Yatra 
scheduled to begin next week 
amid heightened security.

The LG chaired the Unified 
Command Meeting in 
Srinagar which was attended 
by Chief Secretary and senior 
security officers from the 
Home Department, J&K Police, 
Army, Intelligence Agencies, 
CRPF, BSF and others, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

He said that the officers ap-
prised the LG Governor about 
the overall security situation 
while threadbare discus-
sions were held on various 
arrangements related to Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra.

“Detailed plans More on P6

J&K Assembly To Miss Prez 
Polls For 2nd Time In History
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: As India elects its 
next president on July 18, the 
Legislative Assembly of the 
Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir will not be a part of 
the exercise for the second time 
in the history of the election to 
the top constitutional post.

There have been precedents 
of legislative assemblies of 
states not being part of the pres-
idential polls on account of their 
dissolution, the first such in-
stance being of Gujarat in 1974.

The assemblies of Assam, 
Nagaland and Jammu and 
Kashmir too could not partici-
pate in subsequent elections 
on account of dissolution.

In the present case, the 
Legislative Assembly of 

Jammu and Kashmir is yet to 
be constituted after the erst-
while state was bifurcated 
into the Union territories 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh in 2019.

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act provides for 
a Legislative Assembly for the 
Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir, but the election is yet 
to be held due to various reasons.

In 1974, Gujarat was in 
the throes of the Navnirman 
movement, which led to 
the dissolution of the state 
government headed by 
Chimanbhai Patel.

Against the backdrop of de-
mands to postpone the presi-
dential polls, a reference was 
made to the Supreme Court to 
get its opinion More on P6

HC Stays Man’s Detention 
Under PSA On Medical Grounds
Basit Amin Makhdoomi

Srinagar: The High Court of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 
has stayed the detention order 
under Public Safety Act (PSA) 
against a Srinagar resident on 
precarious health ground.

A single bench of J&K, Ladakh 
High Court M. A. Chaudary was 
hearing a habeas corpus petition 
challenging the detention order 
under PSA issued by District 
Magistrate Srinagar on April 05, 
this year against Ajaz Ahmad 
Rah of Srinagar.

The petitioner inter alia, chal-
lenged the detention order on 
the ground that the allegations 
made against him “are vague and 
indefinite and no prudent man 
can make an effective represen-
tation against these allegations”.

Rah, was apprehending arrest 

under an order passed by District 
Magistrate Srinagar on April 5, 
2022 for the activities prejudi-
cial to the security of the state.

While issuing notice to the 
respondents the bench directed 
the UT administration to file ob-
jections within two weeks.

"In the meantime, the execu-
tion of the impugned order is 
stayed subject to objections 
from the other side and till the 
next date before the bench," the 
court said.

Keeping in view the compli-
cated medical condition of the 
petitioner and the fact that that 
the order passed in the first 
week of April has not been exe-
cuted so far by the respondents, 
the bench passed the directions 
of staying the operation of the 
said order.

The petitioner More on P6

25,000 Devotees 
Visit Sufi 
Shrine On IB
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The annual fair at the 
Baba Chamliyal shrine along the 
International Border in Samba 
district of Jammu and Kashmir 
saw a huge rush of devotees on 
Thursday as it was being held 
after a gap of two years due to 
Covid, officials said.

According to a police official, 
nearly 25,000 devotees from 
different parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir and neighbouring states 
have visited the shrine till 2 pm.

The shrine of Baba Dalip 
Singh Manhas, known as the 
symbol of the Indo-Pakistan 
bonhomie in the past, did not 
see any visitors from the neigh-
bouring country for the fifth 
straight year More on P6

Report Paints Scary Picture Of Damage Caused 
Due To Tourist Influx In Himalayan States
Agencies

NEW DELHI: The barely 10 sq 
kms Leh town saw a total of 
20,918 quintals waste - both 
biodegradable and non-biode-
gradable - generated in just 11 
months from June 2021 till April 
2022. However, of that, only 
1,387 quintal waste - plastic bot-
tles, multi-layer plastics, card-
boards, tin, etc. - were sold for 
reuse while 19,531 quintal waste 
was deposited at the municipal 
processing site.

Reason: The increasing tour-
ist inflow in the fragile trans-
Himalayan landscape. Due to 
improving and affordable con-
nectivity, particularly air travel, 
the tourism sector is booming in 
India and there has been an im-
mense growth in infrastructure. 

However, not all growth has 
been sustainable and the tour-
ists' have not exactly helped 
in economic prosperity, rather 
caused trouble for local land-
scape and biodiversity.

These are the findings of a 
damning report 'Environmental 
Assessment of Tourism in the 
Indian Himalayan Region', 
submitted to the Environment 
Ministry in compliance with a 
National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
order. The report, submitted 
earlier this month, was pre-
pared by Govind Ballabh Pant 
National Institute of Himalayan 
Environment (NIHE), Almora.

After assessing every single 
state/UT - UT of Ladakh, UT of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, 
West Bengal Hills & Darjeeling, 

Assam Hills, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Tripura and Meghalaya - for 
tourist numbers, municipal fa-
cilities for waste treatment, air 
and water quality and biodiver-
sity listing etc., the report came 
up with some common actions/

suggestions for the entire 
Indian Himalayan Region (IHR).

The pointers included es-
timation of tourist carrying 
capacity, promotion of green 
tourism, green-premium tax 
on tourists, accelerate the 
de-carbonisation of tourism 

operations, carbon taxes, bio-
fuel subsidies, vehicle purchase 
subsidies, planning and zon-
ing restrictions, restriction on 
use of vehicles in eco-sensitive 
areas, feed-in tariffs for renew-
able energy, establishment of 
proper waste segregation and 
management systems in tour-
ist spots, establishment of eco-
friendly bio-digester toilets in 
high altitude trek routes, etc.

Apart from the worries about 
water and air quality manage-
ment - often discussed and 
written about issues - the report 
also highlighted that solid waste 
management has come up as a 
major problem for the IHR.

For instance, in Uttarakhand, 
currently there are 91 urban lo-
cal bodies targeting the popula-
tion of 34,40,814 More on P6
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Subject: - Grant of Registration of Paying Guest House/ Home 
stay under the       name and style “Home Sweet Home” Situated 
at Kursoo, Rajbagh 

PUBLIC NOTICE
 Where, I TAHIRA SIDDIQUI W/O NAZIR AHMAD QAZI                              
R/o Pine Enclave , Baghat Barzulla Kashmir intends to apply in 
the Directorate of Tourism for registration of my proposed Paying 
Guest House under the name and style “Home Sweet Home” situ-
ated at Kursoo, Rajbagh, Srinagar Kashmir under the Tourist Trade 
Act 1978/82/2011.
 Whereas, I will submit Building Permission with site plan ap-
proved by the competent Authority , Revenue Document , land 
ownership certificate from concerned Tehsildar, Character Cer-
tificate of Competent Authority/Police, PHE/ PDD Bill (Current), 
Two passport size photograph of the applicant, photograph of 
the residential house and kitchen with family, Non conviction affi-
davit on prescribed format, ID Proof, Pan Card etc . as it is required.
 Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 
1978/82/2011 before my case is processed for registration by the 
competent authority. The matter is hereby notified for informa-
tion of general Public /Financial  Institution /Bank/ Organiza-
tional for objection, etc, if any and the same should reach to the 
Deputy Director Tourism Registration TRC Srinagar, Kashmir ( e-
mail id :- ddtreg123@gmail.com) within a period of 7 days from 
the publication of this notice in leading local newspapers of the 
valley. Objections received beyond the period of 7 days from the 
publication shall not be entertained and the case shall be pro-
cessed under rules as per the merit. 

 Tahira
 W/O Nazir Ahmad Qazi inf
R/O Pine Enclave,Baghat Barzalla Srinagar

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SPECIAL SUB DIVISION GUREZ

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
2nd Call E-NITNo. 21/REW/2022-23/EE/SSDG/2994-3004 Dt-21-06-2022

 
For and on behalf of theLt. Governor, Union Territory of J&Ke-tenders are invited onPercentagebasis  from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, 
Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-:

S. No Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Rs in Lacs)

Cost of
T/Doc. (in Rs)

Time of
Completion

Earnest 
Money (In Rs)

Major Head of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1 Construction of graveyard fencing at chor-
wan shahpora Bala

3.76 200  15 days 7520   DDC Grants DEE

2 Renovation of Block Office Building at Gurez3.775 200  15 days     7550   DDC Grants DEE
3 Development of sports field at barnai 

Zadgay
4.75 200 15 days 9500   BDC Grants       DEE

Position of AAA:- Accorded 
Position of funds: Committed 
1. The NITConsisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms- and conditions of contract and other 
details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

S. No. Particulars Dated

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice. 21-06-2022
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 22-06-2022 (10:00AM)

To 30-06-2022 (04:00PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 22-06-2022 (10:00AM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To 30-06-2022 (4:00PM)
6 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 30-06-2022 (05:00 PM)

In the office of Executive Engineer Special Sub Division Gurez

2. Bids must be accompany ed with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour ofExecutive Engineer Special Sub Division Gurez 
Major Head 0515-Rev:Misc)[Tender Inviting Authority](Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 
Dtd 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan/CDR/FDR should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date)pledged to Executive Engineer Special 
Sub Division Gurez(Tender receiving Authority).
3. All bidders have to pay 2% of advertised cost of the work as earnest money deposit  (EMD) in shape of CDR pledged to Executive Engineer Special sub Divi-
sion Gurez at the time of uploading of tender.
4. The 1stlowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract value as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/pledged to Executive 
Engineer Special sub Division Gurez within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of work with DLP. 
5. Special Condition:  As per Govt. Order No: 238 -FD OF 2021 Dated : 07-09-2021
6. Participation/Allotments of works can be limited to members of Gram Sabha of each panchayat  upto amount of 3.00 lacs only and participants should 
be registered with District Development Commissioner BANDIPORA No Objection Certificate/ Bio Data  for  e- Tender Note: The below details are required fo e-tendering 
participation in Panchayat (Annexure A)
1. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically through e-mail message 
on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer Special Sub Division Gurez.
2. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.
3. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website Error! Hyperlink refer-
ence not valid. acquaint bid submission process. 
b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital 
certificate from any approved vendors. 
c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic fomat with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in physical form. 
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. 
4. Time Extension
a. The work is to be completed within the time limit specified in the NIT and the timeof completion will also increase / decrease in proportion with additional / 
deleted  quantum of work depending upon the actual quantum of work 
b. Request for extension of time shall be made by the contractor in writing not later than fifteen days of happening of the event causing delay. The contractor 
shall also indicate in such a request the period for which extension is desired.
c. Abnormal/ bad weather or serious loss or damage by fire or civil commotion, strike or lockout (other than among the labour engaged by the contractor) 
affecting any or the trade employed on the work, or non-availability of departmental stores. Any other cause which in the absolute discretion of the accepting authorities 
is beyond the contractor’s desire.
d. On contractor’s representation based on the grounds as detailed above the time for completion of the work may be extended by a period considered reason-
able by the Department.  
e. Extension of time shall be also admissible in the event of temporary suspension of work.
5. The tender/ bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirement a/s laid down in NIT
All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25. 

Sd/-
Executive Engineer 

DIPK-4594/22  Special Sub Division Gurez

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL 
AND CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR 

 (Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: xenmhchdk@yahoo.in)

e-NIT NO: MHCHD/TS /2022-23/44/e-tendering
Dated:-21.06.2022

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT of J&K e-tenders are invited from registered  firms registered under companies Act or Registered A class Civil/
Electrical Contractor  with J&K Govt.  or MSME/NSIC registered for the below mentioned work:-               

S. 
No

Name of Work Est. Cost
(Rs. in Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.
(In rupees)

EMD Amount 
(Rs)

Time of 
completion
(in days)

AA Accorded Vided 
No: TS No.

 Design, Construction, Supply, Erection, 
Installation, Testing and Commissioning 
of   Five (05) KLD (m³ /day ) Effluent 
Treatment Plant based on MBBR technol-
ogy at  RHTC, Sagam, Anantnag.

9.90 500 20000 45 103 GMCA of 2022,
Dt:18-06-2022

MHCHD/TS/18
Dated 06/22

Design, Construction, Supply, Erection, 
Installation, Testing and  Commissioning 
of   Ten KLD (m³ /day )Effluent Treat-
ment Plant based on MBBR technology 
at  M&CCH Associated Hospital, GMC 
Anantnag.

19.50 1000 39000 45 103 GMCA of 2022,
Dt:18-06-2022

MHCHD/TS/19
Dated 06/22

    
1. The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and 

conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from 21.06.2022 
(18.00 hrs). 

2. The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 22.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to      04.07.2022  (14:00 hrs) in two 
(02) cover.

3. The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on 05.07.2022 (14.00 hrs) or any date convenient to the department 
in the office of Executive Engineer, MHCHD, Srinagar.

Sd/-
  DIPK-4623/22         Executive Engineer,    

                                                                                                             MHCHD, Srinagar
No: MHCHD/TS/2497-2501                                                                                              Dated: 21-06-2022

Office of The Regional
 Transport Officer Kashmir 

Notice
Whereas, a joint application has been 
received from Shri Shabir Ahmad Dar 
S/o Ghulam Qadir Dar R/o Hazratbal 
Srinagar   ( Transferor) and Kasar 
Ahamd Najjar S/o Gh Hassan Najar 

R/o Rampora Chattabal Sgr  (Transferee) for transfer of Maxi 
Cab  carriage route Permit No  4194/MC  Covering Vehicle No 
JK0J- 8155.
 Now, therefore, it is  notified for  general information that ob-
jections, if any to the proposed transfer of the said route permit 
/ vehicle shall be filled in writing in the office of the Regional 
Transport Officer, Kashmir. 
 Within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice in the daily News Paper Kashmir Observer.
Seller and purchaser identified by the authorized representa-
tives of M/S STWCO Namely Bagh Hussain  

NOJK-RTOK 4019 Sd/-
Dated: 23/06/2022 Regional Transport Office, 
fko Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the Number Plate of my vehicle Bearing registration 
No: JK03F-9861. Now I am applying for the duplicate of the same 
if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the office of the ARTO ANANTNAG within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained.
Name: Ishfaq Ahmad Wani
S/O:- Assadullah Wani 
R/o:-  Voi Bumdoora rna

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the Number Plate of my vehicle Bearing registration 
No: JK03A-5772. Now I am applying for the duplicate of the same 
if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the ARTO ANANTNAG within a period 
of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
Name: Riyaz Ahmad Dar
S/o:- Gull Mohd Dar rna
R/o:-  Old IddGah Anantnag   

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have a Pnb Metlife policy under policy no .23559383 .In the 
name of BILAL MALIK S/O.MOHAMMAD SHAFI GANIE but my 
correct name is BILAL AHMAD MALIK S/O.GHULAM HASSAN 
MALIK now I want to correct it if anybody have objection may 
contact Pnb Metlife office Anantnag within 7 days after that no 
objection will be entertaining.

BILAL AHMAD MALIK
S/O.GHULAM HASSAN MALIK rna
R/O.DK MARG KULGAM ANANTNAG 192231

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change the Name of my son from Koausar  Khursheed to 
Mohammad Zyan . If anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Tyndle Bisco 
& Millinson School (Tangmarg) within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall 
be entertained.  
Khursheed Ahamd bmg
F/o Mohammad Zyan (New Name)

The Jammu And Kashmir 
State Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM

The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is 
claiming to have lost the original marks certificate of 10th    under 
Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Mohammad Sami Dar 
S/o Abdul Aziz Dar 
R/o Watal Pora
 
Details of Marks Certificate lost
Secondary School Examination (class 10th )
Roll No 121008263  Session /Year   2021
  Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Marks Card. Any-
body (if) having any objection may file the some before under-
signed with (07) Seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg Sub Office Magam

inf

‘Typhoid-Causing Bacteria Have 
Become Increasingly Resistant To 
Essential Antibiotics’
Press Trust Of India

Bacteria causing Typhoid fever are 
becoming increasingly resistant to 
some of the most important antibi-
otics for human health, according to 
a study published in The Lancet Mi-
crobe journal.
The largest genome analysis of Sal-
monella enterica serovar Typhi (S. Ty-
phi) also shows that resistant strains 
-- almost all originating in South Asia 
-- have spread to other countries 
nearly 200 times since 1990.
The researchers noted that Typhoid 
fever is a global public health concern, 
causing 11 million infections and 
more than 100,000 deaths per year.
While it is most prevalent in South 
Asia which accounts for 70 per cent 
of the global disease burden it also 
has significant impacts in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, Southeast Asia, and Ocea-
nia, highlighting the need for a global 
response, they said.
Antibiotics can be used to success-
fully treat typhoid fever infections, 
but their effectiveness is threatened 
by the emergence of resistant S. Ty-
phi strains.
Analysis of the rise and spread of re-
sistant S. Typhi has so far been limit-
ed, with most studies based on small 
samples.
"The speed at which highly-resistant 
strains of S. Typhi have emerged and 
spread in recent years is a real cause 
for concern, and highlights the need 
to urgently expand prevention mea-
sures, particularly in countries at 
greatest risk," said study lead author, 
Jason Andrews, from Stanford Uni-
versity, US.
"At the same time, the fact resistant 
strains of S. Typhi have spread inter-
nationally so many times also under-
scores the need to view typhoid con-
trol, and antibiotic resistance more 
generally, as a global rather than lo-
cal problem, Andrews said.
In the new study, the researchers 
performed whole-genome sequenc-
ing on 3,489 S. Typhi isolates ob-
tained from blood samples collected 
between 2014 and 2019 from people 
in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Paki-

stan with confirmed cases of typhoid 
fever.
A collection of 4,169 S. Typhi samples 
isolated from more than 70 countries 
between 1905 and 2018 was also se-
quenced and included in the analysis.
Resistance-conferring genes in the 
7,658 sequenced genomes were 
identified using genetic databases.
Strains were classified as multidrug-
resistant (MDR) if they contained 
genes giving resistance to classi-
cal front-line antibiotics ampicillin, 
chloramphenicol, and trimethoprim/
sulfamethoxazole.
The authors also traced the pres-
ence of genes conferring resistance 
to macrolides and quinolones, 
which are among the most critically 
important antibiotics for human 
health.
The analysis shows resistant S. Typhi 
strains have spread between coun-
tries at least 197 times since 1990.
While these strains most often oc-
curred within South Asia and from 
South Asia to Southeast Asia, East 
and Southern Africa, they have also 
been reported in the UK, US, and 
Canada, the researchers said.
Since 2000, MDR S. Typhi has de-
clined steadily in Bangladesh and 
India, and remained low in Nepal, 
though it has increased slightly in 
Pakistan.
However, these are being replaced 
by strains resistant to other antibi-

otics, they said. For example, gene 
mutations giving resistance to quino-
lones have arisen and spread at least 
94 times since 1990, with nearly all 
of these (97 per cent) originating in 
South Asia.
The study found that quinolone-
resistant strains accounted for more 
than 85 per cent of S. Typhi in Ban-
gladesh by the early 2000s, increas-
ing to more than 95 per cent in India, 
Pakistan, and Nepal by 2010.
Mutations causing resistance to 
azithromycin a widely used macro-
lide antibiotic have emerged at least 
seven times in the past 20 years.
In Bangladesh, strains containing 
these mutations emerged around 
2013, and since then their population 
size has steadily increased.
The findings add to recent evidence 
of the rapid rise and spread of S. Ty-
phi strains resistant to third-gener-
ation cephalosporins, another class 
of antibiotics critically important for 
human health.
The authors acknowledge some limi-
tations to their study.
There remains an underrepresen-
tation of S. Typhi sequences from 
several regions, particularly many 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa and 
Oceania, where typhoid is endemic. 
More sequences from these regions 
are needed to improve understand-
ing of timing and patterns of spread, 
they said.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

New Delhi talks of 
Kashmir resolution
Asks Hurriyat to come up with suggestions

D
EHRADUN - The Centre today rejected the Hurriyat 
Conference’s demand for inclusion in the Indo-Pak 
dialogue process hut said the conglomerate could give 
its suggestions for the resolution of the Kashmir issue.

"There is no question of involving the Hurriyat in the Indo-
Pak talks." Union Minister of Stale for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal 
told reporters here. 

However, he said the Centre has opened its doors for the 
Hurriyat to give its suggestions for the resolution of the Kashmir 
issue. "Now the onus lies on the Hurriyat Conference as to when 
they want to come forward in this regard." he said, adding the 
Government was ready to hold dialogue with any group in Kash-
mir over the issue.

Chairman of the moderate Hurriyat faction Mirwaiz Umer 
Farooq who along with eight separatist leaders from Kashmir 
had visited Pakistan earlier this month, had said that the con-
glomerate should be included in the Indo-Pak dialogue process to 
find an amicable solution to the Kashmir problem.

Claiming that the situation in Jammu and Kashmir was bet-
ter now than at any time during the last 15 years. Jaiswal said the 
UPA government had taken several steps, including the current 
round of Indo-Pak dialogue, to bring peace in the State. "Tourist 
traffic is increasing in Kashmir, which is an indicator for the 
improvement in the situation here. We have also extended the 
duration of Amarnath Yatra from 30 to 45 days." he said

He said the improvement was possible due to the economic 
package provided by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. Refer-
ring to the northeast. Jaiswal expressed 'satisfaction' over the 
situation there and said talks were in progress at various levels 
in that region

On the naxal menace prevalent in different parts of the 
country, Jaiswal asked the affected States to find a solution them-
selves. "A solution to end the naxal problem has to come from the 
States affected by it." he said, lauding the efforts of West Bengal 
in this regard.

  (Kashmir Observer, 24 June, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3: 35

ZUHR 12:33

ASR 5:33

Magrib 7:49
ISHA 9: 31

•	 451 - 10th recorded perihelion passage of Halley's 
Comet

•	 843  - Vikings destroy Nantes
•	 972 -  Battle of Cedynia, the first documented victory 

of Polish forces; Mieszko I of Poland decisively de-
feated Odo I of Lusatia

•	 1128  - Afonso I of Portugal defeats army of his mother 
Theresa

•	 1314 -  Battle of Bannockburn; Scotland regains inde-
pendence from England

•	 1396 -  Crusaders under Earl of Nevers reach Vienna
•	 1397  - Sultan Bajezid I releases captured crusaders 

for ransom
•	 1529 -  Zürich and Catholic cantons sign Peace of Kap-

pel
•	 1658  - French fleet recaptures Duinkerk
•	 1662 -  Dutch invasion of Macau repulsed (Macau 

Day)
•	  1795- US & Great Britain sign Jay Treaty, 1st US extra-

dition treaty
•	 1812-Napoleon Bonaparte&#39;s forces invade Rus-

sia crossing the Neman River
•	 1866 -Second Battle at Custozza: the Austrian Impe-

rial army, joined by the Venetian Army
•	 decisively defeated the Italian army, despite the Ital-

ians&#39; strong numerical advantage.
•	 1898- American troops drive Spanish forces from La 

Guasimas, Cuba
•	 1917 -Russian Black Sea fleet mutinies at Sebastopol
•	 1922 -Adolf Hitler begins a month long prison sen-

tence for paramilitary operations; he rails
•	 against the &#39;Jewish sell-out&#39; of Germany 

to the Bolsheviks
•	 1930- 1st radar detection of planes, Anacostia DC
•	 1931- USSR &amp; Afghanistan sign neutrality treaty
•	 1932- Coup ends absolute monarchy in Thailand
•	 1940- France signs an armistice with Italy during WW 

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

24- Zil- Qaddah
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Regd. No. A-2586

JAWAHAR NAGAR NEAR J&K BANKFor Details Contact: 9797-703533

PRP, MESOTHERAPY FOR FACE AND HAIR, CHEMICAL PEELS, DMC PIXIGENUS MEDIFACIALS, 

IONOFACIALS, HYDRAFACIALS, CARBON PEEL, TATOO REMOVAL  LASER HAIR REMOVAL, SCALP 

MICROPIGMENTATION, MELASMA, WART REMOVAL MOLE REMOVAL, ACNE TREATMENT, UNDER 

EYE TREATMENT, MICRO BLADING, BB GLOW, SKIN WHITENING GLUTATHIONE IV DRIPS 

COLLAGEN/PEPTIDES TREATMENTS  AND MUCH MORE

Root Canal Treatment & Extraction (Adults & Kids)

Bridges (Crowns)

Restorations (Fillings)

Implants

Smile Designing with Emax Crowns

Veneering( Indirect & Direct)

Teeth Whitening In Office

Scaling

Braces and Invisalign

Fixed Orthodontics

Surgical Tooth Removal

Implants

Pediatric Dentistry

Aura Aesthetics
ADVANCED DENTISTRY & MEDICAL AESTHETICS

SKIN | HAIR | DENTAL & LASER CLINIC

Our Derma / Cosmetic Services

Our Dental Services

@AURA__Aesthetics          @AURA Aesthetics

Office of the District 
Industries Centre Shopian

NOTICE
That the unit namely “M/S Rizwan Bakery & Confectionary IE Gagren Shopian” under the 
line of activity “Bakery & Confectionary Mfg.” having proprietor Arifa Mehmood W/O Riyaz 
Ahmed Sofi R/O Gagren Shopian is Formally registered with GM ,DIC, Shopian vide regis-
tration No.01/015/11/00233/PMT/MSME dated:19.05.2022.The unit holder now wants to 
change constitution by way of inducting new partner namely Mr Parvaiz Ahmed Mir S/O 
Mohd. Shareef Mir R/o Gagren Shopian. If anybody has any objection with regard to the 
change of constitution in favour of above mentioned unit ,He/She may file an objection to 
the office of GM, DIC, Shopian within a period of seven (07) days from the date of issuance 
of publication of this notice, after that no objection will be entertained.

DIPK-4686/22  Sd/-
            General Manager Industries,

Shopian

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Mushtaq Ahmad S/o Mohd Kamal R/o Saderkot bala teh-
sil hajan District bandipora have lost rare number plate of 
Tanker bearing registration no JK15A1336 of Jahangir filling 
station from S.k.bala to Ajjass.l have applied for  for new 
number plate, in case anyone has any objection the same 
can be communicated to RTO/ ARTO bandipora within 
seven days from the date of publication.

inf

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

I have found Samsung 
J7  Phone at Babdem Sri-
nagar. If anyone has lot it 
he/she  can contact me on 

9596020164

A gleaming view of sunset over Dal Lake captured by KO lens man Abid Bhat

Miraculous Escape For Families As 
Houseboat Sinks In Dal Lake

Agencies

Srinagar: Seven tourists and two families 
had a miraculous escape on Thursday af-
ter a houseboat capsized into the Dal Lake 
following incessant rains in the Kashmir 
Valley over the past few days.

Mohammad Yousuf, owner of the 
house boat said his houseboat "Kolhai" 
sank into the Dal Lake today morning and 
said that besides two families there were 
seven tourists in the houseboat when it 
started to sink.

He said that he along with other fam-
ily members first evacuated the tourists 
as the houseboat was slowly sinking and 
somehow they managed to take them to a 
safer place. “After taking tourists to safer 
places, we evacuated other family mem-
bers.”

Meanwhile, he said that their house 
boat is old and they had requested the au-
thorities to give them permission so that 
they can repair it, however, their pleas 
fell on deaf ears.

He added that had the government al-
lowed them to repair the house boat, this 
incident would have not happened.

“We are now homeless, as the house 
boat has suffered massive damage. We ap-
peal to the authorities to provide compen-
sation, besides permission to repair our 
house boat,” he said—(KNO)

Govt Sets Up Panel 
For Houseboats 

A
gencies: The government 
on Thursday constituted a 
advisory-cum-regulatory 
committee for regulating 

compliance by houseboats, an official 
order said.

The panel will be led by Director 
Tourism Kashmir while Vice Chair-
man, Lake Conservation and Man-
agement Authority (LCMA) will be 
Co-chairman. Besides, the commit-
tee will have five members including 
Deputy Director Tourism (Registra-
tion), Secretary, LCMA), Assistant 
Director, F&ES, Srinagar and two 
members nominated by  chairman 
Kashmir Houseboat Owners Associa-
tion (KHBOA).

The order said that the committee 
will identify areas of concern regard-
ing preservation of the lake body with 
regard to the houseboats, point out 
measures to be taken for increasing 
tourist influx to the lake and house-
boats in particular and review mea-
sures for proper and scientific waste 
disposal from houseboats and any 
other areas of concern.

"The committee shall also be re-

sponsible for scrutinizing all docu-
ments of houseboat(s) for issuance/ 
renewal of registration. Ensuring 
adherence of the fire safety related 
guidelines by the houseboat owner(s), 
Ensuring functional bio-digester or 
similar Sewage Treatment system for 
Solid/Liquid Waste is installed and 
Making surprise inspections of house-
boats to check overcharging by the 
Houseboats and facilities as per enti-
tlement are made available to them,” 
it added.(KNO)

 Fortis Team In Srinagar

Parkinson' Disease 
Curable: Dr Jindal
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Neuro-Modulation Team 
from Fortis Hospital led by Dr Anu-
pam Jindal in Srinagar  addressed a 
press conference on Thursday.

Dr Jindal said that a 64-year-old 
Patient was facing a distressing time 
as he was suffering from Parkinson’s 
Disease and exhibited symptoms such 
as trembling of hands, arms, head, dif-
ficulty in speaking, stiffness of limbs 
and impaired coordination.

“He had become non-responsive to 
medicines and his symptoms had been 
progressing, while severely hamper-
ing his mental and physical health”.

Unable to bear the discomfort, the 
Patient approached Fortis Hospital 
Mohali, recently.

The Neuro-Modulation Team at 
Fortis Mohali discussed the Patient’s 
case thoroughly and subsequently 
performed Deep Brain Stimulation 
(DBS) surgery.

“Deep Brain Stimulation involved 
implanting electrodes inside the brain 
to produce electrical impulses, which 
helps treat affected cells and chemi-
cals in the brain”

Burglars Loot 
3 Shops At Forest 
Lane, Lal Chowk
Agencies

Srinagar: Shopkeepers at Forest Lane 
of Srinagar city Thursday claimed 
that burglars looted ready-made gar-
ments worth lakhs from the three 
shops during the intervening night of 
Wednesday and Thursday.

   Police rushed to the spot to take 
stock of the situation.

   As per shopkeepers, they found 
the shutters of three shops half-open 
with broken locks after arriving in 
the market.

   “Burglars have looted ready-
made garments worth over 6 lakhs 
from the shop number 34 belonging 
to Ghulam Rasool Dhobi of Bemi-
na, shop number 50 owned by Bilal 
Ahmed of Rainawari and shop num-
ber 60 belonged to Deen Muhammad, a 
resident of Lal Bazar area of Srinagar 
outskirts,” the shopkeepers said.

President Forest Lane Shopkeep-
ers Association, Mufti Abdul Hamid 
Shah said that this is the third inci-
dent of burglary in the same market. 
“For past 50 years, the market has 
never witnessed any theft incident but 
now burglars loot it at will,” he said, 
adding that they have approached the 
police to ensure swift action.

   He said that thieves have unsuc-
cessfully tried to break the locks of 
other shops as well.

Committee Will 
identify areas of concern 

regarding preservation of the 
lake body with regard to the 
houseboats, point out 
measures to be taken for 
increasing tourist influx to the 
lake and houseboats in 
particular and review 
measures for proper and 
scientific waste disposal from 
houseboats and any other 
areas of concern

Budgam Boy Drowns To 
Death In Srinagar
Agencies

Srinagar: An 11 year old boy on Thurs-
day evening drowned to death in Umer-
hair Buchpora area of Srinagar, official 
sources said here.

Official sources said that the boy 
identified as Arsalan Ahmad Sheikh 
of Beerwah area of Budgam, who was 

at his grandfather's residence at Umer-
hair Buchpora drowned in a Nallah this 
evening while taking bath.

They said that the boy was fished 
out by a team of Ahmad Nagar police 
station with the help of locals and was 
subsequently shifted to hospital, where 
doctors declared him dead on arrival.

The officials said that police have 
taken cognizance of the incident.(KNO)
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India-Pak dead-end

Pakistan Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, in a recent speech at the Institute of 
Strategic Studies Islamabad, advocated renewed 
engagement with India, a stance that took people 

in South Asia by surprise. He questioned the merit of 
past policies pursued by Pakistan with regard to India, 
asking if these had helped Pakistan achieve its objec-
tives, “be it Kashmir, be it the rising Islamophobia,” He 
stressed that despite a  “long history of war and conflict” 
with India, the disengagement is, however, not produc-
tive. Bhutto-Zardari acknowledged that Pakistan had 
been isolated globally due to its past policies adding that 
if his country had achieved economic engagement with 
India in the past, it would have been in a better position 
to influence Delhi’s policy and prevent both countries 
from taking extreme positions, 

 The speech has generated some buzz and also a con-
troversy with the hawks in Pakistan seeing it as a climb-
down from Pakistan’s hardline position on India. Never-
theless, Bhutto-Zardari’s speech indicates an intention 
to break from the past as far as relations with India. But 
whether this could actually lead to an engagement with 
India can be anyone’s guess. 

True, the recent takeover of Shahbaz Sharif-led 
coalition government had generated some hope for a 
bilateral dialogue. But this has turned out to be a mi-
rage so far. The new government in Pakistan has just 
sixteen months before the national elections are called 
in the country.  But despite this, the exchange of letters 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Sharif 
had created a faint hope of some engagement.  PM Modi 
congratulated Sharif on his election and said India de-
sired peace and stability in a region free of terrorism.  
Sharif tweeted back that the resolution of Kashmir was 
“indispensable.” 

The Sharif family is generally seen as friendly to-
wards India and there is hope that the new Pakistan 
prime minister will take steps to restore some kind of a 
relationship with India. When PM Modi was sworn in in 
2014, Nawaz Sharif was among the invited regional lead-
ers who had visited India for the ceremony. And later in 
2015, Modi had made an impromptu visit to Lahore to at-
tend the wedding of Sharif’s granddaughter. But the bon-
homie between the two countries was cut short when the 
militants traced to Pakistan attacked an Army base in 
Pathankot. From thereon, the relationship went steadily 
downhill reaching its nadir when New Delhi abrogated 
Article 370 of constitution in August 2019. 

The neighbors tried to pick up the pieces with the 
surprise re-affirmation of the 2003 ceasefire along the 
Line of Control in February 2021. Ever since, however, 
they have failed to build upon the truce and restore the 
dialogue.  But so far nothing has changed. Here’s hoping 
against hope. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

State of Inequality 
in India
O

verall, the findings of the inequality report clearly 
indicate that while there has been some improve-
ment in the employment and income parameters in 
the recent pre-COVID-19 years, the benefit has been 

largely restricted to the dominant groups at the expense of 
the disadvantaged groups who have been marginalised and 
deprived of the gains. The trends in wage earnings clearly 
show that the gains have not only excluded the majority 
of the labour force at the bottom but also contributed to an 
uneven development and denied income gains and mobility 
to the disadvantaged social groups, especially women and 
the youth. This would have serious repercussions as these 
trends are likely to gain more momentum and again reduce 
participation rates and marginalise them further.

However, the growing disparities in the income earned 
in labour markets are only a partial reflection of the growing 
inequalities. The experience across the world has been that 
wealth inequalities, the data on which is largely restricted to 
rich countries, are usually much greater than income equal-
ities. Such growing inequalities in income and wealth are 
rather distressing, especially in the context of the relatively 
smaller direct tax base of the economy where the tax rates 
on the higher-income groups are often lower than that in the 
developed economies.

But the most potent implication of the growing inequal-
ity highlighted in the report is its repercussion on the medi-
um- and long-term growth. It is now increasingly recognised 
by economists across the world that higher inequality can 
emerge as a serious deterrent to growth. Even the publica-
tions of the International Monetary Fund vouch for the neg-
ative correlation bet ween inequality and growth. In fact, the 
evidence they ferret out shows that an increase in the share 
of income of the top 20% leads to a deceleration in the gross 
domestic product growth in the medium term.

In contrast, any increase in the share of income of the 
bottom percentiles is usually associated with an accelera-
tion of the medium-term growth rates. The reason for this is 
that a large number of poor and middle classes can do more 
for growth as they produce positive vibes through the inter-
related economic, social, and political channels and provide 
the critical synergies needed for boosting growth.

EPW

K O  V I E W

W
ith passing time, families 
have expanded and so 
the use of cars and bikes 
has increased. Earlier, 

if there was one car for each family, 
now there are different cars for each 
member of a family.  The number of 
vehicles commuting across the city 
has increased unprecedentedly in the 
past few decades, but unfortunately, 
the road structure across the city 
has remained unchanged and unac-
commodating. The roads connecting 

Srinagar are mostly narrow, there 
are almost no double lane roads, and 
in many places, roads are occupied 
by street vendors, causing traffic 
woes. The road infrastructure across 
Srinagar is deficit and poor, while 
road connectivity and potent road 
infrastructure is widely recognized 
as an important means to aid socio 
economic development. Although 
the government has initiated vari-
ous projects at different levels, it has 
been more than a decade of constant 

work without any end result. These 
projects need to pick up pace and ef-
ficiency, because it has become tough 
to commute throughout the city in 
the contemporary time. While the 
authorities are bragging about their 
efforts to transform Srinagar into a 
smart city, basic road structure re-
mains in shambles. A ‘smart city’ 
does not initially require road paint-
ings and graffitis, but a civil city 
planning, most important of which is 
road planning. But alas, it has been 

more than decades of work, and we 
are still very far from becoming  a 
planned and developed city, leave 
apart the idea of ‘smart city’. Road 
widening is the need of the hour and 
the government needs to pay heed to 
what is important rather than wast-
ing their conscience and resources 
upon things that don’t do any good to 
the common people of the state

Sauliha Muneer
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

No Roads for Swanky Cars 

Inflation: Power 
Play Gone Wrong

A
THENS – The blame 
game over surging pric-
es is on. Was it too much 
central-bank money 

being pumped out for too long 
that caused inflation to take off? 
Was it China, where most physi-
cal production had moved before 
the pandemic locked down the 
country and disrupted global sup-
ply chains? Was it Russia, whose 
invasion of Ukraine took a large 
chunk out of the global supply of 
gas, oil, grains, and fertilizers? 
Was it some surreptitious shift 
from pre-pandemic austerity to 
unrestricted fiscal largesse?

The answer is one that test-
takers never encounter: All of the 
above and none of the above.

Pivotal economic crises fre-
quently evoke multiple explana-
tions that are all correct while 
missing the point. When Wall 
Street collapsed in 2008, triggering 
the global Great Recession, vari-
ous explanations were offered: 
regulatory capture by financiers 
who had replaced industrialists 
in the capitalist pecking order; a 
cultural proclivity toward risky 
finance; failure by politicians 
and economists to distinguish be-
tween a new paradigm and a mas-
sive bubble; and other theories, 
too. All were valid, but none went 
to the heart of the matter.

The same thing is true today. 
The “we told you so” monetarists, 
who have been predicting high 
inflation ever since central banks 
massively expanded their balance 
sheets in 2008, remind me of the 
joy felt that year by leftists (like 
me) who consistently “predict” 
capitalism’s near-death – akin to 
a stopped clock that is right twice 
a day. Sure enough, by creating 
huge overdrafts for the bankers 
in the false hope that the money 
would trickle down to the real 
economy, central banks caused 
epic asset-price inflation (boom-
ing equity and housing markets, 
the crypto craze, and more).

But the monetarist story can-
not explain why the major central 
banks failed from 2009 to 2020 even 
to boost the quantity of money cir-
culating in the real economy, let 
alone push consumer price infla-
tion up to their 2% target. Some-
thing else must have triggered 
inflation.

The interruption of China-
centered supply chains clearly 
played a significant role, as did 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
But neither factor explains West-
ern capitalism’s abrupt “regime 
change” from prevailing deflation 
to its opposite: all prices taking 

off simultaneously. This would 
require wage inflation to over-
take price inflation, thus causing 
a self-perpetuating spiral, with 
wage rises feeding back into fur-
ther price hikes which, in turn, 
cause wages to rise again, ad in-
finitum. Only then would it be 
reasonable for central bankers to 
demand that workers “take one 
for the team” and refrain from 
seeking higher wage settlements.

But, today, demanding that 
workers forgo wage gains are ab-
surd. All the evidence suggests 
that, unlike in the 1970s, wages 
are rising much more slowly than 
prices, and yet the increase in 
prices is not just continuing but 
accelerating.

So, what is really going on? 
My answer: A half-century long 
power play, led by corporations, 
Wall Street, governments, and 
central banks, has gone badly 
wrong. As a result, the West’s au-
thorities now face an impossible 
choice: Push conglomerates and 
even states into cascading bank-
ruptcies, or allow inflation to go 
unchecked.

For 50 years, the US economy 
has sustained the net exports of 
Europe, Japan, South Korea, then 
China and other emerging econo-
mies, while the lion’s share of 
those foreigners’ profits rushed to 
Wall Street in search of higher re-
turns. On the back of this tsunami 
of capital heading for America, 
the financiers were building pyra-
mids of private money (such as 
options and derivatives) to fund 
the corporations building up a 
global labyrinth of ports, ships, 
warehouses, storage yards, and 
road and rail transport. When the 
crash of 2008 burned down these 
pyramids, the whole financialized 
labyrinth of global just-in-time 
supply chains was imperiled.

To save not just the bank-
ers but also the labyrinth itself, 
central bankers stepped in to re-
place the financiers’ pyramids 
with public money. Meanwhile, 
governments were cutting public 
expenditure, jobs, and services. 
It was nothing short of lavish so-
cialism for capital and harsh aus-
terity for labor. Wages shrunk, 
and prices and profits were 
stagnant, but the price of assets 
purchased by the rich (and thus 
their wealth) skyrocketed. Thus, 
investment (relative to available 
cash) dropped to an all-time low, 
capacity shrunk, market power 
boomed, and capitalists became 
both richer and more reliant on 
central-bank money than ever.

It was a new power game. 

The traditional struggle between 
capital and labor to increase their 
respective shares of total income 
through mark-ups and wage in-
creases continued but was no lon-
ger the source of most new wealth. 
After 2008, universal austerity 
yielded low investment (money 
demand), which, combined with 
plentiful central-bank liquidity 
(money supply), kept the price of 
money (interest rates) close to 
zero. With productive capacity 
(even new housing) on the wane, 
good jobs scarce, and wages stag-
nant, wealth triumphed in equity 
and real-estate markets, which 
had decoupled from the real econ-
omy.

Then came the pandemic, 
which changed one big thing: 
Western governments were 
forced to channel some of the new 
rivers of central-bank money to 
the locked-down masses within 
economies that, over the decades, 
had depleted their capacity to pro-
duce stuff and were now facing 
busted supply chains to boot. As 
the locked-down multitudes spent 
some of their furlough money on 
scarce imports, prices began to 
rise. Corporations with great pa-
per wealth responded by exploit-
ing their immense market power 
(yielded by their shrunken pro-
ductive capacity) to push prices 
through the roof.

After two decades of a central-
bank-supported bonanza of soar-
ing asset prices and rising corpo-
rate debt, a little price inflation 
was all it took to end the power 
game that shaped the post-2008 
world in the image of a revived 
ruling class. So, what happens 
now?

Probably nothing good. To 
stabilize the economy, the au-
thorities first need to end the ex-
orbitant power bestowed upon the 
very few by a political process of 
paper wealth and cheap debt cre-
ation. But the few will not sur-
render power without a struggle, 
even if it means going down in 
flames with society in tow.

Views expressed in the  article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of  Kashmir Observer. The 
article was originally published 

by Project Syndicate 

The author is a former 
finance minister of  Greece, is 

leader of  the MeRA25 party and 
Professor of  Economics at the 

University of  Athens

YANIS VAROUFAKIS

But, today, 
demanding that 

workers forgo 
wage gains are 
absurd. All the 
evidence suggests 
that, unlike in the 
1970s, wages are 
rising much more 
slowly than prices, 
and yet the 
increase in prices is 
not just continuing 
but accelerating
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The beautiful thing 
about hobbies is that 

they can be just that—
relatively pointless 

activities that make 
you feel good—but 
they also have the 

potential to be much 
more. They may serve 
as models for success 
and accomplishment. 
They can impart to an 

adolescent priceless 
life lessons that last 

through the ages and 
improve the quality 

of life on the physical, 
emotional, and 

psychological levels

MINDFUL FRIDAYS

Children are experiencing challenges in 
interpreting and understanding various sensory 

inputs from the environment and are finding it 
difficult to adapt and interact with the change of 
going back to school or play areas

Hobbies as Game Changers 
Hobbies are Game Changers for Your Kid’s Mental Health

Wasim Kakroo

One of life's greatest pleasures is having 
a hobby, but throughout adolescence, 

this is commonly ignored. One of the best 
things you can do for your adolescent as a 
parent, mentor, or guardian is to support 
their hobbies.

Hobbies have the following benefits:

1. PREVENT BULLYING:
Adolescents can interact with class-

mates in a positive way and build strong 
social networks by participating in after-
school activities like music, painting, or 
sports. Your child's social skills may be 
"exercised" if they have a reliable group 
of friends. Through their hobbies, ado-
lescents can interact diplomatically with 
their classmates without resorting to vio-
lence or insults.

2. DETECT AND PREVENT EARLY 
WARNING SIGNS OF ANTI-SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOR:

Teenagers can get assistance when they 
need it through turning to trusted adults 
more frequently, adult supervision, and 
friends. People are encouraged to refrain 
from engaging in delinquent behaviour, 

such as substance addiction, by trying to 
offer support in a way that still respects 
their privacy and feeling of autonomy as 
adolescents.

3. INCREASES SELF-ESTEEM:
We all know that self-esteem is crucial 

for adolescents. Hobbies and extracurric-
ular activities have been found to be very 
beneficial for showcasing talents while 
creating a welcoming environment where 
teenagers feel protected and appreciated. 
Children who have high self-esteem fre-
quently do better in school, have stronger 
family ties, and are less likely to use drugs 
or alcohol as a coping mechanism.

4. HELPS TO ESTABLISH 
FRIENDSHIPS:

When a child enters puberty, making 
friends can be challenging. Having a vari-
ety of interests and hobbies can help teen-
agers find friends who share their inter-
ests and get involved in positive activities. 
An adolescent can benefit from having 
friends who share their interests and can 
act as a support system. For instance, two 
friends who love photography may alter-
nately teach each other new tips. Learn-
ing from peers can be an extremely useful 

strategy that could produce better results 
than constant lecturing from adults.

5. MAKE ADOLESCENTS COMPETENT 
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND HIGHER 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES:

Hobbies and extracurricular activities 
are advantageous for college applications 
and can frequently be added to resumes. 
Teenagers who participate in extracur-
ricular activities not only tend to perform 
better academically, but they may also 
fetch them certificates that they can use 
to compete in various competitive exami-
nations.

6. REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF 
OBESITY AND SEDENTARY 
LIFESTYLE:

The occurrence of obesity is increasing 
alarmingly particularly among children 
and adolescents. Hobbies can help chil-
dren and adolescents spend less time in 
front of the television or computer or over 
other electronic devices and teach them 
good routines that they can carry with 
them for the rest of their lives.

7. MANAGE TIME:
Adolescents may learn time manage-

ment skills through engaging in hobbies. 
Rather than spending their whole free 
time sitting on a couch, they may learn to 
devote time to their hobbies because they 
want to, not because they have to. They 
learn to balance their hobby time with 
homework, family obligations, and social 
obligations—and that's not always simple.

8. DISCOVER THEIR IDENTITY:
Most adults are aware that creating an 

identity involves making mistakes: you 
try something, you don't like it, so you try 
something else. The ideal time to begin 
this process is during the adolescent years 
and hobbies can help in discovering and 
establishing identity.

9. HELP CONTROL YOUR EMOTIONS:
It takes persistence and time to master 

a talent. Investing time in a hobby inevi-
tably involves dealing with the ups and 
downs one experiences along the way. Al-
most every element of adult life benefits 
directly from having this competence.

10. HELPS TO DEAL WITH ADVERSITY:
Things don't always go according to plan 

when engaging in hobbies. Losing hap-
pens, for instance, in sports. Adolescents 

who know how to overcome the negative 
and focus on the positive have an advan-
tage in life. As we all know, adversity hap-
pens and is inevitable, the sooner some-
one learns how to handle it, the better.

Some hobbies are merely enjoyable. 
And that's what makes them so wonder-
ful. They are simply enjoyable things to 
do to pass the time; they are not part of 
work, school, or family and that is com-
pletely OK. Everyone requires a means of 
passing the time, releasing tension, and 
enjoying oneself simultaneously. The 
beautiful thing about hobbies is that they 
can be just that—relatively pointless ac-
tivities that make you feel good—but they 
also have the potential to be much more. 
They may serve as models for success and 
accomplishment. They can impart to an 
adolescent priceless life lessons that last 
through the ages and improve the quality 
of life on the physical, emotional, and psy-
chological levels.

The author is a licensed clinical psycholo-

gist (alumni of Govt. Medical College Sri-

nagar) and works as a consultant clinical 

psychologist at Centre for Mental Health 

Services at Rambagh Srinagar. He can be 

reached at 8825067196

Covid, Kids and Speech Disorders 

What Is The Reason Behind The Surge In  Cases of Kids With Speech Disorders?
Satata Karmakar

COVID-19 Pandemic and lock-
downs have triggered a sense 
of fear and anxiety across 
the globe. This phenomenon 

has led to many short-term as well 
as long term impacts on the mental 
health of children. Various factors 
impact that impacts the develop-
mental outcomes of children and 
toddlers are their developmental 
age, pre-existing mental health con-
dition, financial status, quarantine, 
COVID infections, family structure, 
screen viewing times, the opportu-
nity for social exposure and play, and 
neglect, family discord, loss of a par-
ent etc. These factors play important 
role in determining the quality and 
magnitude of impact on the devel-
opmental outcomes of our toddlers. 
TheHealthSite.com spoke to Dr Hi-
mani Narula Khanna, Co-founder & 
Director of Continua Kid, to under-
stand more about this condition. 
Here's what she says.

COVID AND ITS IMPACT ON KIDS
COVID-19 has impacted the lives of 

children across the world in an un-
precedented way, the essential step 
taken for prevention from COVID-19 
infection has been isolation and social 
distancing strategies to protect chil-
dren from the risk of infection. Some 
of the measures taken during lock-
downs were the closure of schools, 
educational institutes, and activity 
areas. These inexorable situations lead 

to an increase in the level of stress and 
anxiety in children as well.

A surge in cases of children having 
speech, behavioural, and develop-
mental problems has been observed 
by child specialists, teachers, speech 
therapists and other developmental 
therapists. Doctors who are currently 
examining children born in the CO-
VID era of age between 2-3 years 
report an increase in the number of 
children with speech and communi-
cation delays. Typically, a child be-
gins to babble around the age of six 
months and says their first word be-
tween 10-12 months, by 18 months 
can speak at least 6-10 meaningful 
words and have a vocabulary of more 
than 200 meaningful words with the 
use of 2-word phrases to communi-
cate at 2 years of age. Children learn 
by sensory inputs from surrounding, 
sounds of parents, conversations of 
family members and sounds in im-
mediate surroundings that influence 
the development of speech. Research 
says that we need to speak at least 
21000 words per day with a baby 
from 28 weeks of gestational age 
for them to acquire age-appropriate 
speech at 2 years of age.

During the Covid era with lock-
downs, quarantines, social distanc-
ing and closure of schools and edu-
cational institutes led to an increase 
in the use of alternative methods of 
engaging children which includes 
increased exposure to screens and 
gadgets. On one side the worldwide 
recommendations on the use of 

screens say no screen time till 2 years 
of age and less than an hour from 2 to 
6 years, the children were on screens 
for longer than 2 hours a day. Fewer 
members at home, working parents, 
and lack of exposure to social scenar-
ios in play areas, day cares, schools, 
and activity areas further reduced 
their sensory and social exposure to 
the language leading to significant 
delays in social and communication 

skills. In post COVID era children are 
still not able to speak a few words 
properly and have significant delays 
in their communication skills. Many 
children sound like cartoon charac-
ters, with robotic speech, and speak 
with the same accent as the cartoon. 
Speech for many is not meaningful; 
they are unable to express their needs 
and share their emotions in words.
Children are experiencing challenges 
in interpreting and understanding 
various sensory inputs from the en-
vironment and are finding it difficult 
to adapt and interact with the change 
of going back to school or play ar-
eas. More and more professionals 
are reporting behavioural problems 
like separation anxiety, nervousness, 
fears, temper-tantrums, meltdowns, 
aggressive behaviours etc

Lockdowns have resulted in a spurt 
of need for child developmental ex-
perts like Developmental Pediatri-
cians, speech language therapists, 
occupational therapists, Child psy-
chologists and other rehabilitation ex-
perts. This must alarm us to empower 
our schools and teachers by training 
them on early identification, and be-
havioural strategies to manage chil-
dren with developmental challenges 
in classroom environments. Parenting 
workshops can be good an initiative to 
empower parents with the parenting 
styles and tips. Accepting every child 
and being able to provide equal oppor-
tunity for all must be our vision.

– Health Site
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Lawrence Bishnoi Admits To Planning 
Moosewala Killing Since Last August, Say Police
Chandigarh:  Gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi has admit-
ted that he was the "master-
mind" in Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moosewala's killing and the 
planning was going on since 
last August, Punjab Police ADGP 
Pramod Ban said on Thursday.

Ban, who is also the head of 
the Anti-Gangster Task Force, 
said another accused, Baldev 
alias Nikku, a resident of 
Haryana's Sirsa district, was ar-
rested on Thursday.

Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu, also 
known as Sidhu Moosewala, 
was shot dead in Mansa dis-
trict on May 29, a day after the 
Punjab government pruned the 
security cover of the singer and 
423 people temporarily.

"We had recently arrested 
Lawrence Bishnoi in the case 
and his remand was extended 
till June 27. He has admitted 
that he was the mastermind (in 
Moosewala's killing)," Ban told 
reporters here.

"The plan to carry out the 
killing was being hatched since 
August last year. According 
to our information, recce was 
done thrice. In January too, a 
different group of shooters had 
come to kill Moosewala but 
could not do so," the ADGP said.

"We have arrested 13 people 
so far and the entire conspiracy 
has been unravelled," Ban said, 
adding that Lawrence has also 
admitted to using a mobile 
phone in Tihar Jail.

Asked if the weapons 

recovered from the arrested 
shooters in the case by the Delhi 
Police were used in Moosewala's 
killing, he said they are waiting 
for the forensic analysis.

"We will have to get those 
weapons forensic checked to 
see whether those were used 
in this case, that is part of the 
investigation."

Ban said that fake passports 
made outside Punjab were used 
by Lawrence's brother Anmol 
and his associate Sachin Thapan 
to travel abroad earlier this year.

Bishnoi made them settle 
abroad from where they could 
coordinate, facilitate and suc-
cessfully execute the crime 
without being noticed or held 
culpable, the police officer said.

A separate FIR has been 
lodged in Mohali in connection 
with the case of the fake pass-
port, he said.

Bishnoi has confessed to hatch-
ing the conspiracy with Canada-
based gangster Goldy Brar, Sachin 
Thapan and Anmol, he said.

Ban said the police have got 
details of associates, weapons 
suppliers, financers and oth-
ers helping this gang in various 
activities. The police in various 
districts of the state have arrest-
ed 19 people linked to this gang.

The ADGP said a Punjab 
Police team is in the national 
capital for the questioning of 
arrested shooter Priyavrat alias 
Fauji and others who are in the 
custody of the Delhi Police.

He said that within hours of 
Moosewala's killing, the Punjab 
Police made the first arrest in the 
case. Some of the accused involved 
in the crime had reached Mansa 
three to four days before the crime.

"As far as the arrest of the 
other accused goes, eight to 
nine teams of the Anti-Gangster 
Task Force are at the job. We are 
also in touch with other states 
and are hopeful of nabbing 
them soon," the ADGP said.

About the accused arrested 
on Thursday, Ban said Baldev 
was the main person who car-
ried out recce with Sandeep, 
who has also been arrested.

Baldev took a selfie with 
Moosewala and he spoke to 
Goldy Brar and Sachin Thapan 

over the phone and passed on 
information to the conspirators 
who had direct contact with 
the shooters, he said.

A court in Mansa had re-
cently extended the police re-
mand of Lawrence Bishnoi who 
was brought to the state by the 
Punjab Police from Delhi last 
week for questioning in the 
Moosewala murder case.

The Delhi Police had arrested 
three persons, including two 
shooters, in the case, officials 
had said on Monday adding that 
one of them was in touch with 
Canada-based gangster Goldy 
Brar at the time of the incident.

Eight grenades along with an 
under-barrel grenade launcher, 
nine electric detonators, one 
assault rifle along with 20 car-
tridges, three sophisticated pis-
tols, 36 rounds and part of an 
AK series assault rifle had been 
seized from them, police said.

The explosives were a part of 
a backup plan in case the weap-
ons did not function, they had 
said, adding the accused were 
identified as Priyavrat alias 
Fauji (26), a resident of Sonipat 
in Haryana, Kashish (24), also 
from the state's Jhajjar district, 
and Keshav Kumar (29), a resi-
dent of Bhatinda in Punjab.

The police had said that 
Priyavrat led a team of shooters 
and was in direct contact with 
Brar at the time of the incident. 
He is the main shooter and ex-
ecutioner of the murder, the 
Delhi Police had said.

National Herald case: 
ED Asks Sonia Gandhi 
To Depose Late July

Accepting a request for 
postponing questioning 
in the National Herald 

money-laundering case, the 
Enforcement Directorate has 
asked Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi to record her statement 
with the agency in the last 
week of July, officials said on 
Thursday.

The 75-year-old Congress 
president, who was supposed 
to depose before the agency on 
Thursday, wrote a letter seek-
ing more time on the grounds 
that the doctors had "strictly 
advised her to rest at home 
following her hospitalisation 
on account of Covid and lung 
infection".

Officials said she would be 
asked to record her statement 
in the last week of July. Gandhi 
was first issued notice for an ap-
pearance on June 8 but after she 
reported positive for COVID-19, 
a fresh notice for an appearance 
on June 23 was issued.

The Congress president was 
on Monday discharged from a 
private hospital in Delhi where 
she had been admitted for 
COVID-related complications. 
She was admitted to the hospi-
tal on June 12, days after testing 
positive for COVID-19 on June 2.

While she was in the hospital, 
the Enforcement Directorate 
questioned her son Rahul 
Gandhi for 54 hours in five days.

The Income Tax department, 
which had been investigating 

the National Herald case since 
2016, had filed a charge sheet 
alleging financial irregulari-
ties in the Congress-promoted 
Young Indian Private Limited, 
which owns the National 
Herald newspaper.

The move to question the 
Gandhis was initiated as the ED 
recently registered a fresh case 
under the criminal provisions 
of the PMLA after a trial court 
here took cognisance of an 
Income Tax department probe 
against Young Indian, based on 
a private criminal complaint 
filed by Subramanian Swamy 
in 2013.

Sonia Gandhi and her son 
are among the promoters and 
majority shareholders of Young 
Indian with each having a 38 
per cent stake in the company.

Swamy had accused the 
Gandhis and others of con-
spiring to cheat and misap-
propriate funds, with Young 
Indian paying only Rs 50 lakh 
to obtain the right to recover Rs 
90.25 crore that the Associated 
Journals Limited (AJL) owed to 
the Congress.

In February last year, the 
Delhi High Court issued a no-
tice to the Gandhis for their 
response to Swamy's plea, 
seeking to lead evidence in the 
matter before the trial court.

Congress leaders Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Pawan Bansal were 
questioned by the ED in this 
case in April.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Flood Threat
when flood is sounded there.
Regarding some tributaries, the 

official said, the water level has re-
ceded below threat level now. He said 
Vishow Nallah at Khudwani Kulgam 
was flowing at 5.81m against the flood 
mark of 7.0m. At noon on June 22, 
the water level in Vishow Nallah at 
Khudwani Kulgam had reached 10.7m, 
he said. Similarly, he said, the level at 
Rambiyara Nallah at Wachi Shopian 
at noon was 1.99 m against danger 
mark of 5.7 while the nallah Lidder at 
Batkoot was flowing at 0.76m against 
the danger level of 1.65m.

Doodhganga Nallah at Barzulla here 
was flowing at 1.78m against the dan-
gerous mark of 3.8m; Sindh Nallah at 
Doderhama was flowing 1.99m against 
3.36m at last (June 22) noon.

Meanwhile, the weatherman on 
Thursday said that there was no major 
rainfall activity expected in Jammu and 
Kashmir till the end of this month.

A meteorological department offi-
cial here said that mainly dry weather 
was expected over the plains of Jammu 
and Kashmir with very light rain or 
thundershowers at one or two places 
over the higher reaches in the next 24 
hours.

 He said fair to partly cloudy weather 
becoming cloudy towards late after-
noon or evening was expected. “A 
brief spell of light to moderate rain/
thunderstorm can’t be ruled out at iso-
lated places,” he said, adding, “Overall, 
there’s no forecast of any Major rainfall 
activity till ending June.”
No Major Rainfall

cloudy towards late afternoon or 
evening was expected. “A brief spell of 
light to moderate rain/thunderstorm 
can’t be ruled out at isolated places,” 
he said, adding, “Overall, there’s NO 
forecast of any Major rainfall activity 
till ending June.”

Meanwhile, he said, Srinagar re-
ceived 3.1 mm of rainfall in the last 
24 hours till 0830 hours and recorded 
a low of 10.8°C against 11.0°C on the 
previous night. The temperature, he 
said, was 5.0°C below normal during 
this time of the year for the summer 
capital.

Qazigund had 8.0 mm of rainfall 
during the time and recorded a low 
of 12.0°C against 10.6°C on the previ-
ous night. The temperature was 2.3°C 
‘below’ normal for the gateway town of 
Kashmir, he said.

Pahalgam received 4.2 mm of rain-
fall during the time and recorded a 
minimum of 8.6°C against 6.6°C on the 
previous night. The temperature was 
0.5°C below normal for the famous re-
sort in south Kashmir during this time 
of the season, he said.

Kokernag had 13.8 mm of rain in the 
24 hours and recorded a low of 10.7°C 
against 9.8°C on the previous night. It 
was 3.4°C ‘below’ normal for the place 
in south Kashmir during this time of 
the season, the official said.

Gulmarg received 10.0mm of rain 
during the time and recorded a low 
of 2.5°C against 3.2°C on the previous 
night, the official said. While 10.2°C 
is normal for the world famous skiing 
resort during this time of the season, 
the official said that the temperature 
was 7.7°C below normal for the famous 
place in north Kashmir’s Baramulla 
district.

Kupwara town in north Kashmir re-
ceived 2.0 mm of rainfall and recorded 
a low of 7.8°C against 9.7°C on the pre-
vious night. The temperature was 6.3°C 
below normal for the district, the offi-
cial said.

Jammu received 1 mm of rainfall and 
recorded a low of 21.2°C against 18.7°C 
on the previous night, the official said.

The temperature was 4.9°C ‘below’ 
normal for J&K’s winter capital, he said. 
Banihal had 8.6 mm of rain and record-
ed a low of 12.6°C; Batote had 44.2 mm 
of rain during the time and recorded a 
low of 11.7°C; Katra received 0.8 mm of 
rain and low 19.8.0°C while Bhadarwah 
received 2.2 mm of rain and had a min-
imum of 13.0°C, the official said. (GNS)
No Infiltration In Keran

maintaining our vigil,’’ Misra said.
Asked if the ceasefire agreement has 

helped in reducing infiltration, he said, 
‘’It is very difficult to correlate the two 
directly. The dynamics are different.’’ 
On the presence of terrorists at launch-
pads across the LoC, the Army officer 
said there were inputs about it and the 
troops were on alert.

‘’We have ensured that we have 
whatever we need for our sector to 
keep the way it is. It has been reason-
ably good over the last year and so far 
this year,’’ he said.

Asked if there was any incident of 
drone spotting, the officer said he was 
not aware of it. On whether any anti-
drone system was deployed in the sec-
tor, he said, ‘’If somebody comes, we 
can detect it, we can see it, we will 
bring it down.’’ Asked if anything has 
changed since former Pakistan prime 
minister Imran Khan’s exit, Brigadier 
Misra said, ‘’It is too early for it to be 
visible or to manifest for us. So, can we 
put our guard down? No. Are we alert 
every night? Yes.’
Highway To

incessant rains and landslides, 
Divisional Commissioner, Jammu 
Ramesh Kumar  conducted an extensive 
tour of landslide hit areas on Highway 
in District Udhampur.

The Divisional Commissioner along 
with Deputy Commissioner Udhampur, 
Krittika Jyotsna, SSP Vinod Kumar, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Mohammad Syed Khan, ASP Anwarul- 
Haq  inspected the landslide spot near 
Toldi Nallah -Samroli stretch of Highway, 
where men and machinery have been de-
ployed for expeditious clearance of road.

The Divisional Commissioner asked 
the executing agencies to gear up men 
and machinery to remove landslides from 
highway and ensure that the road was 
made traffic worthy at the earliest.

The DC apprised the Divisional 
Commissioner that efforts were being 
made to restore the Highway, officials 
said. She said the men and machinery 
were working on war footing to restore 
Highway and partial restoration of ve-
hicular movement was expected within 
24 hours.

The DC further added that the gener-
al public has been advised to adhere to 
weather advisories and plan their jour-
ney accordingly. Stranded passengers 
were advised to call on 01992-272727-
272728 helpline numbers for any kind 
of assistance.

It was informed that the road 
clearance work on Jammu-Srinagar 
Highway in Ramban District has 

almost been completed while men and 
machinery was in place for clearance 
of stretches closed due to landslides. 
It is expected that the work will com-
plete within hours.

The District Administration Ramban 
was providing shelter (accommoda-
tion) to passengers stranded in the 
district. The administration was also 
providing food facilities regularly.

The Mughal road was also through 
for traffic.

“Truckers upto ten Tyre are advised 
to use Mughal road from Jammu to-
wards Srinagar and vice-versa.”

The officials said there shall be no 
traffic movement on every Friday on 
Srinagar- Sonamarg-Gumri road from 
either side in view of maintenance and 
repair on Zojila axis.
J&K Assembly To

and nip any controversy in the bud.
The apex court had opined that the 

presidential polls had to be held and 
completed in such time as may enable 
the president-elect to enter the office 
on the expiry of the term of office of 
the outgoing president and therefore, 
the election should be held even if the 
Gujarat Legislative Assembly was not 
in existence then.

The Supreme Court had noted that 
Article 54 of the Constitution men-
tioned the houses of Parliament and 
legislative assemblies only for the pur-
pose of showing the qualifications of 
the members of the electoral college.

“The elected members of a dissolved 
legislative assembly of a state are no 
longer members of the electoral col-
lege consisting of the elected mem-
bers of both houses of Parliament and 
elected members of the legislative as-
semblies of the states and are, there-
fore, not entitled to cast votes at the 
presidential elections,” the top court 
had opined.

In 1992, the legislative assemblies 
of Jammu and Kashmir and Nagaland 
were dissolved and thus, could not be 
part of the 10th presidential polls that 
elected Shankar Dayal Sharma to the 
top constitutional post.

In 1992, Jammu and Kashmir had 
gone unrepresented in the presidential 
polls as the election to the Lok Sabha 
too could not take place in the erst-
while state in 1991 due to insurgency.

However, in the July 18 presidential 
polls, five Lok Sabha members from 
the Union Territory — Farooq Abdullah, 
Hasnain Masoodi, Akbar Lone, Jugal 
Kishor Sharma and Jitendra Singh — 
are eligible to cast their votes.

In 1982, when Giani Zail Singh was 
elected as the president, the legisla-
tors from Assam could not vote as the 
Assembly was dissolved.
LG Reviews Security

for telecom connectivity, health care, 
fire safety, electricity and water supply, 
weather forecasting, langar manage-
ment, sanitation, lodging and disaster 
management were reviewed by the Lt 
Governor,” he said.

According to the spokesperson, the 
LG also reviewed the detailed plans 
for all basic necessities including the 
security arrangements that have been 
put in place by J&K Police in tandem 
with Army and Central Armed Police 
Forces for all the Yatris and the service 
providers.

Sinha, he said, expressed satisfaction 

over the arrangements put in place by 
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board (SASB) 
and other departments for the smooth 
and peaceful conduct of annual Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra, which will start 
from 30th June.

“The government is committed to 
provide the best facilities for Yatris. 
The improvements have been made in 
the arrangements as compared to the 
previous years. All necessary facilities 
including traffic management, health, 
communication, water sanitation are 
in place. We are aware of the high al-
titude related issues and adequate 
number of oxygen cylinders, medical 
beds, emergency responders, doctors 
and nursing staff has been deployed 
to deal with any emergency situation,” 
the LG said.

The spokesperson further said that 
CEO, Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board 
also briefed the meeting about ser-
vices to facilitate the Yatris and do’s 
and don’ts for Yatris during the holy 
pilgrimage.
5000 Personnel

steep Baltal route in Ganderbal dis-
trict of central Kashmir.

“Adequate security has been put 
in place for the base camps and lodg-
ing places in the Jammu city. Security 
is a major challenge,” Jammu Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Chandan Kohli told reporters in an in-
teraction at an event organised by the 
Press Club Jammu here.

The SSP said adequate security 
measures have been put in place also 
around five registration centres, three 
token centres and 32 lodging centres. 
Pointing to major challenges, he said 
there are new security threat of sticky 
bombs, hybrid terrorists and IEDs 
dropped by drones.

He said the security setup has been 
drawn for convoys of Amarnath ve-
hicles and area domination measures 
along road through which yatra con-
voys will pass.

Quick Reaction Teams (QRTs) have 
also been put in place, he said. (PTI)
25,000 Devotees

even as the ceasefire agreement was 
renewed in February last year.

Officials said there was no tradition-
al exchange of ‘Chadar’ and ‘Shakkar/
Sharbat’, believed to have powers to 
heal various skin diseases, between the 
two sides at the shrine.

“The fair is being held with tradi-
tional fervour and enthusiasm... after 
a gap of two years,” the BSF’s Deputy 
Inspector General Surjit Singh Sekhon 
told reporters after offering a ‘Chadar’ 
on behalf of the force at the shrine.

The fair became popular in 
November 2003 following a ceasefire 
and parallel peace initiatives by both 
India and Pakistan. While it is held for 
three days on the Indian side, it is also 
held for a week in Saidanwali village in 
Pakistan’s Sialkot district.

“Elaborate security and other ar-
rangements have been put in place for 
the devotees who have been throng-
ing the shrine since early this morning 
amid improved weather conditions,” 
said Anuradha Gupta, the deputy com-
missioner of Samba.

“We have also offered a Chadar at 
the shrine on behalf of the district ad-
ministration and the police, and prayed 
for peace and progress in Jammu and 

Kashmir and the rest of the country,” 
she said.
HC Stays Man’s

through his counsel contended that 
he is suffering from HTN, right-sided 
paralysis (Hemiplegia) which was cer-
tified by Government SMHS Hospital, 
Srinagar in terms of the medical cer-
tificate issued to him. This complicated 
medical condition had made him ex-
tremely vulnerable, thereby constrain-
ing him to seek indulgence of the court 
for granting him interim protection till 
the time his habeas corpus petition is 
finally decided.

The respondents on their part were 
relying on the PSA dossier wherein 
it is alleged that the accused/peti-
tioner came into contact with cadres 
of Islamic State of Jammu & Kashmir 
(ISJK), a proscribed outfit, who mo-
tivated him to work as Over Ground 
Worker (OGW) for providing logistic 
support.

“Having radicalized thoughts in 
a short span of time you became a 
staunch OGW of your area, besides 
preaches and propagates terrorist ide-
ology in the area and motivated youth 
for joining unlawful activities in the 
area,” the dossier reads.

It further alleged that in 2020 the ac-
cused arranged a room on rent for mili-
tants, and thereafter on May 20, 2020, 
the said militants fired upon BSF nafri  
during which two BSF personnel were 
injured and later succumbed to their 
injuries.

Contesting the plea the respondents 
stated that he was arrested in case FIR 
No. 48/2020 under Sections 320 , 395 
- IPC 7/25 , 7/27 IA Act 16, 18, 19, 20, 
23, 39 UA ( P ) Act registered in Police 
Station Soura, Srinagar. The case stands 
challenged on December 19, 2020 be-
fore the TADA/POTA Court in Srinagar.

Relying on the dossier the respon-
dents alleged that the petitioner has 
been found indulging in disturbing the 
public tranquility besides endangering 
human life, also causes impediment in 
the smooth economic development of 
the J&K .

While granting the petitioner inter-
im relief the court posted the matter 
again for final disposal.
Report Paints

generating 1,551.76 MTPD solid 
waste. There are a total 90 ULBs and 
9 Cantonment Boards responsible for 
implementation of the Municipal Solid 
Wastes (Management and Handling) 
Rules, 2000 (SWM, 2016) but most of 
the ULBs in the Uttarakhand do not 
comply with the prescribed guidelines, 
the report said.

Almost all states had more or less 
the same story.

The state/UT specific suggestion 
here for solid waste management in-
cluded water ATMs as an alternative 
to packaged water; promoting clean 
water springs for drinking water pur-
poses on the routes; waste recycling 
units for the segregated wastes instead 
of transporting it kilometres away to 
other states; and applying appropri-
ate technologies for direct use, such as 
use of shredded plastic chips in road 
constructions.

One of the greatest threats to tour-
ism is the risk of disasters, the report 
pointed out in the case of Darjeeling, 
where it has increased with time.

“Earthquakes and landslides are an 
annual phenomenon here especially 
during the rainy season which has in-
tensified in the past decades. (But) the 
lack of technology and irregular moni-
toring of climate risks results in devas-
tating effects on the tourist destination 
therefore it is necessary to equip the 
State with such technology which shall 
also assure optimal use of resources 
by preventing damages to infrastruc-
tures,” the report said.

In the case of Manipur, the main hur-
dle of achieving sustainable tourism is 
the lack of research and knowledge, it 
said, and suggested, therefore, there is 
a need not only to study the intricacies 
of sustainable tourism but also its link-
age with climate change.

In several states, the threat to the 
biodiversity of that state has been re-
ported; however, data on the impact of 
tourism on the biodiversity is lacking.

Unavailability of separate data sets 
on tourist influx in protected areas of 
the state, especially through online 
portals of the state, is another issue 
highlighted.

The report also highlighted some of 
the positive steps taken. In Arunachal 
Pradesh, for instance, in 2021, the 
state adopted ‘Pakke Tiger Reserve 
2047 Declaration on Climate Change 
Resilient and Responsive Arunachal 
Pradesh’ that aims to promote devel-
opment that is climate-resilient in the 
state. The report termed it as a positive 
move by the state in the direction of 
sustainable development of all sectors 
including tourism in the state.

“In some of the over-crowded and 
mass tourism circuits within Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, some pock-
ets might have gained economic pros-
perity due to tourism but this could 
not be true in every state of the IHR 
particularly the northeastern states. It 
is, therefore, recommended to conduct 
more focused studies in terms of eco-
nomic growth, environmental cost, and 
tourist carrying capacity to fill up these 
gaps in the north-eastern states in par-
ticular and other remaining states/UTs 
in general,” the report concluded

J&K Clocks
reached 4,49,648, officials said.
There were 51 confirmed cases of 

mucormycosis (black fungus), they 
added.
Missing Teen

Veshu Nallah in the Bethipora area of 
Kulgam today.

The official added that the exact 
cause of death will be known only after 
post mortem—(KNO)
15 People Injured

include a teacher and two children.
Meanwhile, locals alleged that there 

are no anti-rabies vaccines in the hos-
pital. (KNT)
3 Booked For

vide number 104/22 under section 
7/25 IA act 18,39 UAPA Act against 
three youth of Bijbehara at Police 
Station Bijbehara.

They identified the trio as Tafazul 
Ahmed Dar (19) of Tulkan Bijbehara, 
Ufaid Peerzada (19) of Baba Mohalla 
Bijbehara, both students and 26-
year old Suhail Ahmed Dar of 
Tulkhan Bijbehara, a plumber by 
profession.

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 
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OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT 
INDUSTRIES CENTRE SHOPIAN

NOTICE
That the unit namely “M/S Rizwan Bakery & Confec-
tionary IE Gagren Shopian” under the line of activity 
“Bakery & Confectionary Mfg.” having proprietor Arifa 
Mehmood W/O Riyaz Ahmed Sofi R/O Gagren Shopian 
is Formally registered with GM ,DIC, Shopian vide reg-
istration No.01/015/11/00233/PMT/MSME dat-
ed:19.05.2022.The unit holder now wants to change 
constitution by way of inducting new partner namely Mr 
Parvaiz Ahmed Mir S/O Mohd. Shareef Mir R/o Gagren 
Shopian. If anybody has any objection with regard to the 
change of constitution in favour of above mentioned unit 
,He/She may file an objection to the office of GM, DIC, 
Shopian within a period of seven (07) days from the date 
of issuance of publication of this notice, after that no ob-
jection will be entertained.

Sd/-
General Manager Industries,

DIPK-4686-22  Shopian

Docs Protest Against Proposed Move To Pool 
J&K PG Medical Seats In All-India Quota

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Doctors on Thursday 
staged a protest against the 
Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration's proposed move to 
pool 50 per cent post-graduate 
seats from Government Medi-
cal College (GMC) and all seats 
of Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of 
Medical Sciences for all-India 
quota this year.

Accompanied by medical stu-
dents, the doctors staged a pro-
test in front of the GMC office 
here in support of their demand 
for shelving the idea until more 
post-graduate seats are allotted 
to new medical colleges in the 
Union Territory.

"The idea, if implemented, 
will harm the interests of the 
aspiring PG candidates of Jam-
mu and Kashmir as we have a 
meagre number of seats which 
would be further reduced," Dr 
Shushant Kharke, one of the 
protesters, told PTI.

Elaborating further, he said 
if 50 per cent of PG seats of the 
GMC and all SKIMS are filled 
through the all-India quota, 
only 172 seats would be re-
served for the domiciled aspi-
rants.

Kharke said the MBBS courses 
have been started at five newly 
opened Government Medical 
Colleges in Anantnag, Baram-
ulla, Rajouri, Doda and Kathua 

but no PG seats have been allot-
ted to these colleges.

Extending support to the pro-
test, Jammu and Kashmir stu-
dents association has appealed 
to Lt Governor Manoj Sinha to 
consider the demand of delay-
ing the pooling of post-gradu-
ate seats in the all-India quota 
until the new medical colleges 
get PG seats.

The National Conference, 
Congress and Jammu and 
Kashmir Apni Party have come 
forward in support of the pro-
testing doctors and urged the 
administration to reconsider 
the proposed move in the larger 
interest of the people of the 
Union Territory.

Aadhaar Linked Birth Registration 
In J&K Hospitals Soon

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Principal Secre-
tary, Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Manoj Kumar Dwivedi 
and Deputy Director General, 
Unique Identification Author-
ity India (UIDAI), Bhawna Garg 
on Thursday jointly chaired a 
meeting at Civil Secretariat here 
to discuss the issues of Aad-
haar Linked Birth Registration 
(ALBR) in hospitals through 
Civil Registration System (CRS) 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by Commissioner Secretary 
Information Technology, Prin-
cipal GMC Srinagar, Additional 
Secretary, Health & Medi-
cal Education, Project Man-
ager, UIDAI, Srinagar, Director, 
Health Services, Kashmir, OSD, 
Health & Medical Education 
Department. Director, Census 
Operations, J&K, Director Gen-
eral, Economics & Statistics, 
J&K, Director General, Family 
Welfare, MCH & Immunization, 
Principal GMC Jammu/Anant-
nag/Baramulla/Rajouri/Doda/
Kathua, Director Health Ser-
vices Jammu and other officers 
attended the meeting through 
video conferencing.

While speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Secretary direct-
ed concerned officials to make 
coordinated efforts for full im-
plementation of Aadhaar linked 
birth registration (ALBR) and 
civil registration system (CRS) 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

He stressed on completion of 
all the technical formalities for 
successful implementation of 
the program and directed them 

to follow the case with the Reg-
istrar General of India for mak-
ing the portal available and ac-
cessible in JK at an earliest.

He enquired about the sta-
tus and progress of constituent 
programs like training of staff, 
empanelment of Registrar of 
Births, procurement of neces-
sary equipment and identifi-
cation of staff to be trained for 
the task.

He advised the officials to 
start training the manpower so 
as the entire process becomes 
fully operational in Jammu and 
Kashmir within the set time-
lines. He directed the officers to 
ensure that the required infra-
structure is put in place and any 
gaps should be projected before 
the UIDAI. He also directed the 
officers to cover all associated 
hospitals, district hospitals, 
CHCs, PHCs and private hospi-
tals under the scheme.

During the meeting Deputy 

Director General, Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India 
gave a brief about the process 
and benefits of the ALBR and 
CRS, saying the programs will 
quickly provide a unique iden-
tification to newborns.

She elaborated that ALBR is 
the Aadhar linked birth regis-
tration at the time of child birth 
and its integration with the 
national platform of Civil Reg-
istration System (CRS) would 
make the process of birth reg-
istration instant and hassle free.

The meeting further deliber-
ated upon the ways and means 
of making this process effec-
tive besides discussing about 
maximising the benefits by 
identifying all the commonly 
utilised delivery points. It also 
discussed smooth and speedy 
implementation of CRS here 
which would eventually help in 
successfully implementing this 
program.

Horse-Trading Not New To Politics, BJP 
Repeating Congress' Mistakes: Omar

Tarsar Lake accidenT

Guide’s Body Retrieved, 
Fate Of Tourist Unknown

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The body of local 
tourist guide, who drowned in 
Tarsar Lake In South Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district on Wednes-
day was found at Lidderwath 
area of Pahalgam today, even 
as the fate of a drowned tourist 
remains unknown, officials said.

News Agency KNO quoting 
an official reported that body of 
Shakeel Ahmad, a tourist guide 
of Gagangeer area of Ganderbal, 
who had drowned while trying 
to save tourists yesterday, was 
recovered at Lidderwath today, 

while operation was going on 
to locate the tourist who had 
drowned.

Notably, the incident hap-
pened at Tarsar Lake in Sikwas 
area of Pahalgam, when a group 
of 13 tourists including three 
local guides were on way for 
sight-seeing on Wednesday.

Officials said that when tour-
ists along with guides were 
walking nearby the lake, a tour-
ist guide along a tourist identi-
fied as Dr Mahesh from Utta-
rakhand drowned due to high 
flow of water in the Lake while 
rest of them got stuck there.

SPDCL Okays Works For Year 
2022-23 In 80th Board Meet

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Additional Chief Sec-
retary Finance Department, Vivek 
Bharadwaj on Thursday chaired 
the 80th meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Jammu and Kashmir 
State Power Development Corpo-
ration Limited (JKSPDCL) at Civil 
Secretariat here.

Nitishwar Kumar, Principal Sec-
retary, PDD; Ghanshyam Prasad, 
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Power, 
GoI; Dr. Raghav Langer, Secretary, 
Planning, Development & Moni-
toring Department; Raja Yaqoob 
Farooq, Managing Director, JKSP-
DC; Manoj Tripathi, CPES, I/c HRM, 
Central Electricity Authority, Ms. 
Santosh Kumari, Director Finance, 
JKSPDC; Ms. Raheela Wani, Ex-
ecutive Director (Electric); Jankar 
Nath, Executive Director (Civil); 
Sunil Gupta, Company Secretary; 
besides other officers of the Cor-
poration were present.

During the meeting, the Board 
of Directors accorded its approval 
to works programme for the year 
2022-23 for an amount of Rs 
897.81 crore while the ongoing 
hydroelectric projects for which 
funds have been earmarked in the 
works programme include Parnai 
HEP, New Karnah HEP.

The New Projects to be taken 
up for which the funds have been 
earmarked for the year 2022-23 
include Mohra HEP, Lower Kalnai 
HEP, Agro Solar Pampore and New 
Ganderbal HEP, the tenders for 
which have already been floated.

The BoD also accorded ap-
proval for the Revenue Budget 
Estimates for the year 2022-23 
and Revised Estimates 2021-22, 
and an amount of Rs 296.99 crore 
has been approved under Revenue 
Budget for the year 2022-23.

The Board also approved to the 
confirmation/ regularisation of 
services of eligible probationers 
viz. Junior Engineers, Geological 
Assistants and Surveyors (Geol-
ogy) who have been appointed in 
2019,through transparent com-
petitive process.

The Board also accorded ap-
proval to price adjustment and its 
financial implication for EPC con-
tract of Parnai HEP.

The Chairman directed Manag-
ing Director to fix the responsi-
bilities of officers for delay in com-
missioning of the project.

The Board also accorded ap-
proval to extension in time of PMC 
for Dah & Hannu HEPs & PMC for 
66 KV transmission line up to 31-
12-2022.

Amarnath Yatra

Disaster Management Dept 
Conducts Mock Drill At Baltal

Observer News Service

BALTAL: A table top and Mock Drill was 
conducted by Department of Disaster 
Management in collaboration with Na-
tional Disaster Management Authority 
and District Disaster Management Au-
thorities from June 22 to 23rd.

The exercise was conducted to 
assess the overall preparedness and 
response measures taken at criti-
cal sites to deal with any untoward 
incident by all the concerned Govt 
and private agencies on both the 
routes of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra from 
Sonamarg to Holy Cave and Pahal-
gam to Chandanwari route.

Amarnath Yatra is scheduled to 
start from 30th of June upto 11th of 
August, 2022. Lt Gen Syed Ata Has-
nain, Member National Disaster Man-
agement Authority and Nazim Zai 

Khan, Secretary DMRRR were present 
during the mock drill.

At Baltal the mock drill was at-
tended by Major General VK Naik; 
Shyambir, Deputy Commissioner, 
Ganderbal, along with Brigadier BK 
Thakar from NDMA.

From Pahalgam route Major Gen-
eral Sudhir Bahl from NDMA, Dr Piy-
ush Singhla, Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag, Suraj Rukwal, Special 
Secretary DDMRRR were present.

Besides other senior and middle 
level officers/officials from  National 
Disaster Response Force (NDRF), 
State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), Rashtriya Rifles, Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF), Army, Po-
lice, Health Dept, Civil Defence, Trans-
port, Fire & Emergency Services and 
other emergency services attended 
the mock exercises.

Agnipath Scheme

Govt playing with tradition, dignity of 
armed forces: Youth Cong

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
Youth Congress on Wednesday 
lashed out at the BJP-led central 
government over the Agnipath 
scheme, saying it is playing with 
the tradition and dignity of the 
armed forces.

It said about 2,55,000 posts 
are lying vacant in Army, Navy 
and Air Force as the govern-
ment has stopped the recruit-
ment of the forces for the past 
two years.

"Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment is playing with dignity-

tradition-discipline of the 
Indian armed forces. The re-
cruitment in armed forces on a 
contract basis is not right for the 
security of the country," presi-
dent J-K Pradesh Youth Congress 
Uday Bhanu Chib said.

"What will happen to the fu-
ture of the youth recruited only 
for four years," he said.

Chib said experts and retired 
military officers have expressed 
deep concern over the scheme.

"Is the Modi government 
playing with the 'operational 
preparedness' of the three ser-
vices? he asked.

Signature Campaign Against Child 
Labour Launched At Kulgam

Observer News Service

KULGAM: To mobilize public 
support towards eradication  of 
child labour in the society, Inte-
grated  Child Protection Services  
Kulgam in collaboration with 
Labour Department on Thurs-
day conducted a signature cam-
paign here as part of weeklong 
child labour elimination drive .

Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam Dr.Bilal-Mohi-Ud-Din-
Bhat launched the signature 
campaign.

Assistant Commissioner Rev-
enue, Mir Imtiyaz-ul-Aziz; Assis-

tant Commissioner Development, 
Mohmmad Imran Khan; Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, Dr Adnan 
Tariq and other senior officers also 
joined this signature campaign.

District Child Protection Of-
ficer Kulgam, Snober Altaf said 
that the campaign aims to aware 
communities about the negative 
consequences of child labour 
and seek the support of the Civil 
Society for its eradication.

Highlighting the need for com-
munity participation, she appealed 
to the public to participate in the 
Government’s efforts to eradicate 
the child labour in the district.

No More Free Electricity 
Now: LG Sinha Tells People
►  Says Citizens can apply for water, electricity connections online
►  Srinagar to be model smart city soon,  advocates underground power cabling
►  People can complain if there are unscheduled cuts

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Thursday said 
that electricity won’t be given 
to people without paying for 
it and those who won’t pay 
money for power, won’t get the 
electricity.

“Centre doesn’t provide us 
with free electricity. There is 
a huge power debt left by the 
previous regimes. We have im-
proved the distribution system 
and will provide better power 
to people. But power won’t 
be free anymore,” the LG said 
while speaking at a function at 
HMT, Srinagar, after inaugurat-
ing Integrated Command and 
Control Centre (ICCC).

He said power theft is a crimi-
nal act and police may have to 
interfere while dealing with 
power thieves. “There are some 
people who are becoming hur-
dle in installing smart meters 
in Srinagar but they too will be 
dealt with. Meters will be in-
stalled and those who won’t pay 

money for power, won’t be pro-
vided power supply,” he said.

He said that citizens can ap-
ply for water and electricity 
connections online now. “There 
will be online payment mode 
for bills as well,” LG said. He 
said that Srinagar is fast turning 
out to be model smart city. He 
advocated underground laying 
of power cables to supplying 
quality power. He said while 
making Srinagar a smart city, 
smart economy has to be a fo-
cus as well.

The LG said that people can 
complain only when there are 
unscheduled cuts of power oth-
erwise no complaint will be en-
tertained. “There is a huge pow-
er debt of Rs 11000 cr left by the 
previous regimes,” he said.

About the ICCC, the LG said 
that the new facility will pro-
vide a single platform aimed 
at monitoring and addressing 
public issues on a real-time ba-
sis. “Srinagar Smart City aims to 
secure and increase livability, 
sustainability, efficiency for all 
citizens. The holistic approach 

in functioning of Srinagar Smart 
City will help in achieving five 
long term goals-smart mobility, 
smart economy, smart environ-
ment, smart living and smart 
governance,” he said. “Ground-
breaking technological inter-
ventions are bringing efficien-
cy in urban governance and 
strengthening the response ca-
pability of various stakeholders. 
Srinagar is embracing modern 
technical tools for sustainable 
and integrated urban living.”

He said that real time data 
will ensure effective manage-
ment of services like water, 
electricity, mobility, education, 
healthcare, environment, and 
security.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Junaid Mattu, Mayor SMC said 
that the Integrated Command 
& Control Centre will prove as 
a pivot for the technological un-
derstanding of the governance 
challenges.

“With various smart city ini-
tiatives, we are inching closer 
towards realizing the goal of a 
smarter city,” he added.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah on Thursday 
said horse-trading is not new in Indian 
politics and the Congress' mistakes 
while in power at the Centre is being 
repeated by the BJP.

''This is nothing new. Misuse of Ra-
jbhawan, turncoats, horsetrading of 
MLAs. Were we not victims of this in 
1984? The mistakes made by Congress 
are being repeated by the BJP. This has 
been going on for years now,'' Omar 
told reporters here.

The former chief minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir was reacting to a ques-
tion on the rebellion in Shiv Sena that 
is threatening to end the three-year-
old Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment headed by Uddhav Thackeray in 
Maharashtra.

Asked if Shiv Sena was being dealt a 
row hand, Omar said it was not for him 
to comment.

''Who am I to judge? Shiv Sena can 
say whether what is happening is right 
or wrong. If 35 MLAs are willing to leave 
the party, the Shiv Sena will have to 
think why it has happened and if there 
is a remedy to it or not,'' he said. The 

National Conference vice president 
also dismissed suggestions that the 
protests against the Centre's Agnipath 
defence recruitment scheme, were 
sponsored.

''There can't be a sponsored pro-
test on such a large scale. There might 
perhaps have been an attempt to take 
advantage by some people but their 
numbers are very less. The maximum 
number of protestors were those who 
felt that this scheme does not benefit 
them and on the contrary is detrimen-
tal to them,'' he said. Omar said the 
protests mainly took place in areas 
and regions where recruitment in the 
armed forces had been high. ''If you see, 
the protests took place mainly in those 
areas where army recruitment has 
been high. They are not happy with the 
scheme and they feel their future has 
been endangered. They want a change 
in this scheme,'' he added. Protests had 
erupted in various parts of the country 
after the Centre unveiled the Agnipath 
scheme last Tuesday to recruit young-
sters aged between 17-and-a-half and 
21 years in the army, navy and air force, 
largely on a four-year contractual basis. 
It later relaxed the upper age limit for 
this year's recruitment to 23.

BSF Western Command Chief 
Reviews Situation In Jammu

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Additional Director 
General (Western Command) 
of BSF P V Ramasastry visited 
the Jammu frontier on Thursday 
and reviewed the security situ-
ation and operational prepared-
ness of field formations in the 
region, officials said.

He was on a two-day visit 
to the Jammu frontier from 
Wednesday to review the prep-
arations of the Amarnath Yatra, 

the PRO of BSF, Jammu, said.
Inspector General (IG) of Jam-

mu D K Boora gave a detailed 
presentation to the ADG about 
the general security scenario in 
the area, he said.

Ramasastry also visited Sam-
ba and Kathua borders and took 
stock of the security situation 
there.

During the visit, the ADG 
also interacted with jawans 
and praised the troops for their 
alertness.

NC Asks Its Cadres To Remain 
Connected With Public

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The National Confer-
ence (NC) Thursday asked its 
cadre to remain connected with 
the public and get their issues 
addressed on priority.

Jammu and Kashmir National 
Conference (NC) Provincial Presi-
dent Rattan Lal Gupta, who pre-
sided over the party's 'mass con-
tact programme', also directed 
them to conduct meetings on 
war footing in their respective 
wards of Jammu and leave no 
stone unturned to strengthen the 

party base.
The provincial president la-

mented that it is an irony that 
despite gigantic water resources, 
there is serious power and water 
crises in Jammu and Kashmir.

The people apprised the senior 
National Conference leader about 
multiple issues confronting them 
including the water and power cri-
ses, besides the burning problem 
of unemployment. Gupta asserted 
such issues confronted by people 
completely expose the hollow 
claims of unprecedented develop-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir.
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