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ARMY’S STRATEGIC CONCLAVE 
DISCUSSES ‘GRAY ZONE WARFARE’

PARTITION POSTCARD 
History is brutal. History is terrific too. 
History can never be erased from memories. 
Historical facts and events cry to be 
documented for the future. History, always, 
has a lesson for the future. To revisit the 
past is to relive a time gone by, and learn 

Amid a sudden spike in militant attacks in Kashmir 
Valley and the continued stalemate along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh, the army’s 

A meeting of senior officers was held under the chairmanship of 
the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar Mohammad Aijaz Asad 
to review the progress regarding installation of smart meters in 

CITY STATE3 7

DC HOLDS MEET TO RESOLVE IMPEDIMENTS 
IN INSTALLATION OF SMART METERS
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13 Test Corona Positive In 
J&K

Observer News Service
Srinagar: At least 13 more 

people tested positive for 
Coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday while 
no fresh fatality was reported 
across the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

While Jammu division re-
corded just a single new case 
of Covid-19, the remaining 12, 
officials said, were detected 
from several districts of the 
Valley, taking the number 
of people infected since the 
onset of pandemic in J&K to 
453690.

In the winter capital, of-
ficials said, a single fresh 
case of virus was detected in 
Kishtwar, while the remain-
ing nine districts of Jammu, 
Udhampur, Rajouri, Doda, 
Kathua, Samba, Poonch, 
Ramban and Reasi registered 
no new cases o f 

 Only the dead have 
seen the end of war

-Plato

Widom

J&K Sees Nine New 
Corona Cases
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported nine fresh cases of 
novel Coronavirus on Friday, 
taking the number of people 
infected since the onset 
of pandemic in the Union 
Territory to 454271.
According to officials, a 
single new case of Covid-19 
was detected in Srinagar 
district of the Valley, while 
the remaining eight were 
registered in Jammu district 
of the winter capital during 
the last 24 hours.
“Moreover, 04 more COVID-19 
patients have recovered and 
been discharged More on P6

SIDCO Manager Nabbed 
With Rs 1.5L Bribe
Srinagar: The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) on Friday 
arrested a senior officer of 
the Jammu & Kashmir State 
Industrial Development 
Corporation (SIDCO), for 
demanding and accepting a 
bribe for issuing no-objection 
certificate to a unit holder.
The anti-graft body received a 
complaint from an industrial 
unit holder alleging that SIDCO 
State Manager, Fayaz Ahmad 
Khan was demanding a bribe of 
Rs 1.5 lakh from his for issuing 
no-objection certificate (NOC) 
required for More on P6

LG Condoles Bhajan 
Sopori’s Demise
Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha expressed grief 
over the sad demise of Santoor 
maestro Pandit Bhajan Sopori.
In a condolence message, 
the Lt Governor said, “I am 
deeply grieved to learn about 
demise of Santoor maestro 
Pandit Bhajan Sopori. In his 
passing away Indian classical 
music has lost one of its most 
talented artistes. He also made 
invaluable contribution as a 
member of Shri Amarnathji 
Shrine Board. More on P6

Police Told To Identify 
Fake Media Groups
Srinagar: The District 
Magistrate, Budgam Friday 
asked the police to identify 
fake media groups operating 
without proper registration in 
the district.
He has also asked the police to 
“verify the antecedents, and 
source of funding of all so-
called journalists, who operate 
the illegal portals without any 
valid degree, qualification 
and authorization from the 
competent authority.”
“It has been observed that 
there is unchecked growth of 
illegal/ More on P6
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High-Level Delhi Meet Takes 
Stock Of Kashmir Situation
KPs Security, Targeted Killings & Amarnath Yatra Discussed With Top Security Brass

Take Steps To 
Stop Migration: 
Cong To Govt

The Congress on Friday 
demanded immediate 
steps to end the 

migration of Kashmiri Pandits 
and outsiders from Kashmir 
and asked the government to 
engage with the stakeholders 
to restore normalcy in the 
troubled valley.
Congress leader and Rajya 
Sabha MP Vivek Tankha said 
the government should spell 
out its policy for restoring 
normalcy in the union territory, 
rattled by a series of targeted 
militant killings. Underlining 
the need for greater sensitivity 
towards the people of Kashmir, 
he said, normalcy and peace 
cannot be brought there 
through propaganda. A lot of 
statesmanship is required to 
address the Kashmir issue, which 
is currently lacking, he said.
"People are being killed in 
offices and even government 
offices are not secure. Please 
move them More on P6

3 Soldiers, 
Civilian Injured 
In Anantnag 
Encounter
Two Non-Locals Injured In 
Shopian Grenade Blast
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Three soldiers and a 
civilian were injured on Friday in 
an ongoing encounter between 
militants and the government 
forces in Verinag area of South 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district.

According to officials, the en-
counter broke out on Friday eve-
ning when a cordon and search 
operation was launched by the 
joint team of police and army’s 19 
RR in Rishipora in Kapran on the 
basis of inputs about the presence 
of militants in the village.

The militants hiding in the 
village, officials said, fired upon 
the joint team when they started 
advances towards the suspected 
spot. He said the forces returned 
the fire, setting off an encounter.

In the initial exchange of 
gunfire, the officials said that a 
soldier identified as Amandeep 
and a civilian Mukhtar Ahmad 
Malik sustained gunshot inju-
ries. Both of them were removed 
to the hospital for treatment.

The officials further said that 
the intermittent exchange of 
fire was going on, even as ad-
ditional reinforcements have 
reached the village to tighten 
the cordon and to thwart any 
attempt of militants to flee tak-
ing cover of darkness.

“#Encounter More on P6

Kupwara 'Encounter'

ADC To Record 
Witness Statements
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (ADC), 
Kupwara probing last month’s 
encounter in Jumagund area of 
the North Kashmir district, is-
sued a public notice on Friday 
asking the witnesses to record 
their statements before June 15.

On May 26, army and police 
claimed to have foiled an in-
filtration bid along the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jumagund area 
of Keran Sector by killing three 
Pakistani militants of Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) in a pre-dawn en-
counter. Army also lost a por-
ter during the exchange of fire 
with militants.

Sis days after the encoun-
ter, the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kupwara appointed ADC 
Ghulam Nabi Bhat as enquiry 
officer to probe the encounter 
in which the three militants 
were killed, an official spokes-
person said Friday.

“The ADC has asked general 
public, who are having any 
knowledge of the incident and 
are desirous to share the same 
with him, can attend his office 
on working More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The security of 
Kashmiri Pandits living in the 
Valley was discussed thread-
bare at a high-level meeting on 
Friday chaired by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, who took 
stock of the prevailing situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir, 
officials said.

The meeting was convened 
in the wake of eight targeted 
killings by militant groups es-
pecially Lashker-e-Taiba in the 
Kashmir Valley whose victims 
included non-Muslims, secu-
rity personnel, an artist and 
local civilians.

National Security Advisor 
(NSA) Ajit Doval, Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande, and 
Lieutenant Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir Manoj Sinha 
were among those who at-
tended the meeting.

The home minister reviewed 
the overall security situation 

in Jammu and Kashmir with 
special focus on protection of 
Kashmiri Pandits living in the 
valley, a ministry official said.

Republic Network quoted 
sources as saying that the 
meeting decided creation 
of over eight safe zones in 
the Valley for the safety and 

protection of minorities.
Scores of Kashmiri Pandits, 

who were employed under a 
prime minister's package in 
2012, have been staging pro-
tests threatening mass exo-
dus since the killing of Rahul 
Bhat, who was shot dead by 
militants on May 12 in the 

Chadoora area of Budgam dis-
trict in central Kashmir.

Bhat's killing sparked dem-
onstration by around 6,000 
employees at various places 
who demanded their reloca-
tion outside the Valley.

The Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration on Friday made it 
clear the employees would not 
be moved out of the Valley but 
transferred to safer locations.

Official also said the recent 
escalation in targeted militant 
violence would not lead to any 
change in plans for holding 
the annual Amarnath Yatra 
which is scheduled from June 
30-August 11.

Two persons -- a bank em-
ployee and a brick kiln labour-
er -- were killed in Kashmir 
on Thursday while another 
labourer was injured in two 
separate incidents. The bank 
manager was the eighth and 
the labourer was the ninth 
victims of More on P6

KP Body Moves HC, Seeks 
Relocation From Valley

India Rejects 
US Report On 
Religious Freedom
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India Friday re-
jected its criticism in a US State 
Department report on religious 
freedom, saying it is unfortunate 
that "vote bank politics is being 
practised in international relations".

External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi 
said the observation on India in 
the report is based on "motivated 
inputs and biased views".

The annual report on interna-
tional religious freedom, released 
by Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, alleged that attacks on 
members of the minority com-
munities, including killings, as-
saults, and intimidation, took 
place in India throughout 2021.

"We have noted the release of 
the US State Department 2021 
Report on International Religious 
Freedom, and ill-informed com-
ments by senior US officials," 
Bagchi said. More on P6

Social Media Under Watch

Scores Booked For 
Anti-National Posts

Hyderpora Encounter: Division 
Bench Stays HC's Exhumation Order

No Shifting Of KP Employees 
To Jammu: Officials

Protesting 
Employees 
Seek Transfer 
From Valley

A group of government employees, mostly teachers, staged a sit-in here for 
the second day on Friday to press for their transfer from Kashmir to their 
home districts in the Jammu region following a string of targeted killings 

by militants in Kashmir. These employees have returned to Jammu after their 
colleague, Rajni Bala, was shot dead by militants at a school in More on P6

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: Amid a grow-
ing demand for shifting 
Kashmiri Pandit employees 
to safer places after a se-
ries of targeted killings, the 
Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration Friday made it clear 
the employees would not be 
moved out of the Valley but 
transferred to safer locations.

Official also said the recent 
escalation in targeted mili-
tant violence would not lead 
to any change in plans for 
holding the annual Amarnath 
Yatra which is scheduled 
from June 30-August 11.

The assertion comes in the 
wake of a spate of militant 
incidents which included 
targeted killings of civilians.

One of the victims was 

Rahul Bhat. Bhat was a 
Kashmiri Pandit migrant 
who was employed under a 
prime minister's package. He 
was shot dead by militants 

on May 12 at the Tehsil of-
fice in Chadoora in Central 
Kashmir district of  Budgam.

His killing sparked demon-
strations by More on P6

Auqib Javeed

Srinagar: The Kashmir Pandit 
Sangarash Samiti (KPSS), an or-
ganisation of KPs has moved the 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 
High Court seeking directions to 
the government to shift all the 
religious minorities to safer lo-
cations outside the Valley.

The KPSS in a representation 
to the Chief Justice informed 
that the government is not al-
lowing them to leave the valley.

“The government blocked the 
roads, used electric currents to 
barricade the walls of the tran-
sit camps, the main doors of the 
transit camps are closed from 
outside with locks and similar,” 
reads the petition, a copy of which 
lies with Kashmir Observer.

The KP body sought interven-
tion from the court regarding 
the killing of minorities.

The KPSS is a group of 808 fami-
lies living in 272 villages of Kashmir. 
The group didn’t leave the Kashmir 
Valley even after the height of the 
militancy in the 1990s. It is headed 
by Sanjay Tickoo.

In the petition, the body 

alleged that the Union Territory 
administration and the Central 
government have failed to se-
cure the life of Religious minori-
ties staying in Kashmir Valley.

It noted that nearly twelve 
attacks have been carried out 
on the local religious minorities 
living in the Valley apart from 
those who came to Kashmir to 
earn their bread and butter.

It said that apart from target 
killing number of threat posters 
and letters were issued by the 
militant organization operating 
in Kashmir Valley in which it has 
been clearly warned that they will 
kill religious minorities, specifi-
cally Kashmiri Pandits / Hindus 
who are living in the Valley.

It further informed the Chief 
Justice that the target killings 
have caused more fear and panic 
among them and alleged that 
the Government failed to pro-
tect their lives.

“That is a clear violation of 
the Right to life which is guar-
anteed under Article 21 of 
the Constitution of India as 
on the one hand, UT / Central 
Administration fail More on P6

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A division bench of 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
High Court has stayed the op-
eration of a judgment direct-
ing the authorities to exhume 
the body of Amir Magrey, one 
of the four persons killed in 
Hyderpora encounter, till the 
next date of hearing.

As per news reports, a 
division bench of the High 
Court, comprising of Justice 
Ali Muhammad Magrey and 
Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal, 
has  stayed the operation of 
a judgment dated May 27, 
directing  the authorities to 
exhume the body of Amir 
Magrey of Banihal.

While issuing notices to the 
respondents, the Court said 
that the matter requires a final 
decision after hearing all par-
ties concerned.

DC. Raina, Advocate 
General, appearing on be-
half of the government of 
Union Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir, submitted that the 
relief granted by the learned 
Single Judge could not have 

been granted in terms of the 
medical science analysis of 
the dead body which envis-
ages that the dead body gets 
putrefied only after a period 
of one month.

The AG further submitted 
that the writ petitioner had 
not prayed for the sort of relief 
granted by the writ court and, 
therefore, the relief is beyond 
the pleadings on record.

Advocate Deepika Singh 
Rajawat, the counsel for the 
petitioner, submitted that 
right to decent burial of the 
dead body as per the religious 
belief is a right guaranteed by 
the Constitution as held by 
Supreme Court in the case ti-
tled ‘Ramsharan Autyanuprasi 
& Anr. V. Union of India & Ors., 
AIR 1989 SC 459’.

She opposed the grant of 
any interim relief in favour of 
the government—(KNO)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir police on Friday reg-
istered a case under UAP Act 
in Police Station Kothibagh for 
anti-national and communal 
overtones in relation to forth-
coming Amarnath yatra.

The Yatra is scheduled from 
June 30-August 11 this year 
after a two-year hiatus due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

"It has been reliably learnt 
that some persons/groups 
which include Sikhs for Justice 
have been disseminating an-
ti-national messages ahead 
of the upcoming Amarnath 
Yatra and are indulging in 
activities promoting enmity 
between different religious 
groups," a police spokesman 
said.

He said they are dissemi-
nating secessionist messages 
and ideology, thereby ques-
tioning and disrupting sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity of India.

"Besides, such activities are 
likely to cause disturbance of 
peace and public order in the 
UT of J&K," he said.

An FIR has been registered 
on the basis of this informa-
tion and for the purpose of 
identification of More on P6

Two Kashmiri Pandits taking a stroll inside the highly secured 
Sheikhpora migrant colony in Central Kashmir’s Budgam district 
on Friday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

SCORES OF KASHMIRI PANDITS, WHO WERE EMPLOYED under a prime minister's package in 
2012, have been staging protests threatening mass exodus since the killing of Rahul Bhat, who was 
shot dead by militants on May 12 in the Chadoora area of Budgam district in central Kashmir.
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CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Srinagar | Friday| 03-06-2022 2
TM

CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

E-mail: dscobla2015@gmail.com
Fax: 01952236575

Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir
Department of Soil & Water 

Conservation
Baramulla / Bandipora

Corrigendum
Nit.No.01 of 2023 all the tenders has been cancelled falling in Nit 
No. 01 due to AS there is lot of mistakes about the class of con-
tractual and adv. cost due to typing mistake

No: - DSCOB/Tender/Bla2022-23/149-55 
Dated :-31-05-2022

District Officer,
DIPK-3178/22  Soil & Water Conservation Deptt.

District Baramulla/Bandipora HQ Baramulla.

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
SOCIAL FORESTRY DIVISION ANANTNAG
E-mail:- dfo.sfant@jk.gov.in,  sfdanantnag@gmail.com

Fax:-    01932-224228
 
Cancellation of e-Nit No 01 of 2022-23 Dt. 31.05.2021

 Due to some technical/typing errors, e-NIT No 01 of 
2022-23 Dt. 31-05-2021, the works under RDF Units and Village 
Wood Lots by carrying out Fixing of fence posts with Black An-
nealed Barbed Wire fencing from S. No. 01 to 06 is hereby Can-
celled due to change in e-NIT conditions/specifications. 
The fresh e-NIT shall be invited by this Division very soon.

Shamma Roohi, (ACF)
Divisional Forest Officer 
Social Forestry Division 

No:- DFO/SF/ANG/Acctts/2022-23/131-34   Anantnag
Dated:- 01-06-2022

DIPK-3197/22

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is 
claiming to have lost the original marks certificate of 10th &12th  
under Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Anayat Zehra
S/o Mahboob Hussain Parray
R/o Yall
Details of Marks Certificate lost
Secondary School Examination (class 10th )
Roll No 307311  Session /Year Annual / Reg. 2013
Higher Secondary School Examination (class12th )
Roll No 2406311  Session /Year Annual . 2015

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Marks Card. Any-
body (if) having any objection may file the some before under-
signed with (07) Seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg Sub Office Magam

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri  Ghulam Rasool Khan S/O: Abdul Aziz 
Khan R/o:  Ompora Budgam  Registration No: 
JK04E-9820  for cancellation of hire purchase 
agreement with M/S Mahindra & Mahindra Ser.Ltd  
B/U Srinagar
Now therefore it is notified for the information of 
the general public that objections if any to the proposed cancel-
lation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in the 
office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam 
within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.1035
 Dated  10-06-2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

KINDERGATEN LITTLE CHAMPS, 
KHANPORA UTTERSOO, SHAGUS

Fee Structure of the School
Session  2021-2022

S .No Class Tuition

1 KG’s 650

2 1st -5th 650

3 6th -8th 650

rna Sd/- Chairman

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
RURAL ENGINEERING WING BARAMULLA.

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No: -06/Xen/Rew/Bla/2022-2023    Dated.31/05/2022

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders (In Single Cover System) are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors Regd. With J&K State 
Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following work:-

S.  
No

Name of Work Est. Cost           
(in Lacs)

Cost of 
T/Doc.
(In Rs.)

EMD 
AMOUNT

Time of Class of Major 
Head of 
Account

Position of 
AAA/TS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 C/O Drain along road side at different spots at Gutiyar Halqa Gutiyar under 

ADP (PRI) Block Baramulla.
6.50 300 13000 45days CEE

DEE
ADP AAA 

Accorded
2 C/O Drain from main road to Gh. Rasool Lala and others at Johama Halqa 

Johama under ADP (DDC) Block Baramulla.
4.00 200 8000 45days DEE ADP AAA 

Accorded

3 C/O Tile Path/PCC path with Drain at  ward No 3, 4, and 9  at Patchar . Halqa 
Chandoosa-B under ADP (PRI) Block Baramulla.

8.00 300 16000 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

4 C/o P/Bund at different Spots at Kralpora Delina-C under ADP (PRI) Panchyat 
Halqa: Delina-C, Block Baramulla.

5.00 200 10000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

5 Balance Part of Fencing of Public Park Johama under ADP (BDC) Panchayat 
Halqa Johama Block Baramulla

3.00 200 6000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

6 C/O path with P/Bund from H/O mohd Ramzan magray to onwards at Hudpora 
under ADP (BDC) Panchyat Halqa: Hudipora Block Baramulla.

3.00 200 6000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

7 C/O path at different spots at ward no 2,3,6 at Katyawali under ADP (PRI) 
Panchyat Halqa: Katyawali Block Baramulla.

7.50 300 15000 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

8 C/O path at different spots at ward no 1,4,5 at Katyawali under ADP (PRI) 
Panchyat Halqa: Katyawali Block Baramulla.

7.50 300 15000 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

9 /O/ Upgradation of road from main road to onwards near university land at 
Delina Ghat . Halqa Delina-C under ADP (PRI) Block Baramulla.

11.30 600 22600 45days BEE 
CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

10 C/O of road with P/wall near L/O Nisar Ah Parry to onwards at Delina-D under 
ADP (PRI) Panchyat Halqa: Delina-D, Block Baramulla.

5.00 200 10000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

11 Upgradation of road with Edge walls at different spots at W.No 8 and ward no 
10 at Hajibal under ADP (PRI) Panchyat Halqa: Drangbal, Block Baramulla.

7.35 300 14700 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

12 C/O of road from Play ground to Chartiual at Hudpora under ADP (BDC) 
Panchyat Halqa: Hudpora Block Baramulla.

4.00 200 8000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions 
of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below.

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 31-05-2022
2 Period of downloading of bidding 

documents
From 01-06-2022  to 15-06-2022 up to 6:00 PM

3 Bid submission Start date 01-06-2022
4 Bid Submission End Date 15-06-2022 up to 6:00 PM

5 Date and time of Opening of Bids (Online)
Technical Bids will be opened on   16-06-2022  at 11:00 AM in the office of the Executive Engineer 
REW Baramulla and Financial Bid opening will be declared online.

•	 The G.O No.238-F OF 2021  DATED:07.09.2021 issued by the Govt(Finance deptt)that the participation in the tendering process of works upto an amount of Rs 
3.00 lacs is restricted to the resident of concerned panchayat.In the event of inadequate response to a tender ,participation from adjoining panchayat shall be permitted.
•	 If the Bidder quotes his Bid exceeding the tendering Cost, his bid will be automatically rejected.
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of treasury challan/receipt under HEAD 0515 mentioning therein Name of work and NIT No. 
in favour of the Executive Engineer, REW Division Baramulla (Tender inviting Authority).
3. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail 
message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site at the office of theExecutive Engineer, REW Division Baramulla.
4. All The Bidders has to deposit Earnest Money (2% of Advertised cost) in shape of CDR/FDR at the time of tendering as per the Circular of Finance Department.
5.  The 1ST Lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3 % of allotted cost of Contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 02 Days 
after opening of financial bid and shall be released after successful completion of DLP as per norms. The EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be released after receipt of 
3% performance security.
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
7. The earnest money/performance security shall be forfeited, If:-
a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c) Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
No: 41-48                                                                                                                                                             Executive Engineer. 
Dated: 31-05-2022      DIPK-3162/22                                                REW Baramulla

How To Organize Your Phone 
and Clean Out Your Storage
Apartment Therapy | Ashley Abramson

You spend the equivalent of an entire 24-hour day 
per week online—so as spring cleaning approaches, 
don’t forget to declutter your devices. Like clearing 
out your closets and reorganizing your cabinets, 

taking time to declutter your phone space could make your 
digital home more efficient, functional, and enjoyable.
Curious how to spring clean your smartphone? Here’s a 
step-by-step guide to get you started on a cleaner, smarter 
device.
And if you want help with the household spring cleaning, 
too, we’ve got you covered! Enter your email below to join 
our free 20-day spring cleaning program, which kicks off 
April 1.

Clear the Cache
Why: You wouldn’t keep old, expired cans of soup in your 
kitchen cabinet, so why are you letting old data accumu-
late in your phone? Andrew Moore-Crispin, the Director of 
Content at Ting Mobile, says the first step to spring clean-
ing your device is clearing its cache, which could signifi-
cantly boost its speed and performance. Just keep in mind 
that clearing your browser data will remove all stored 
usernames and passwords, so make sure you’ve got that 
info in a safe place before sweeping your phone clean.
How: On an iPhone, open up the settings app, scroll down 
to “Safari.” Scroll down again and tap “Clear history and 
website data.” On an Android, open settings via the cog 
icon, then find Apps in the menu. Locate the app for which 
you want to clear data, tap on storage, then clear the cache.

Delete Old Text Threads
Why: You know that months-old text thread with your 
besties? Chances are, especially if it’s ridden with GIFs, 
photos, and videos, the amount of data in it is slowing your 
phone way down. If your phone could use a performance 
boost, it might be time to say goodbye to old some text 
threads. (You can always screenshot your fave convos—and 
maybe even have them made into a book.)
How: On an iPhone, open up the iMessage app, swipe left 
on the thread you want to delete, and tap the red delete 
button. Unfortunately, you can only delete individual texts 
natively on Androids—just tap the Message+ icon, select a 
conversation, hold down the message, and tap delete mes-
sages. To delete entire conversations, you’ll need a third-
party app like dr.fone.
at_archive_b81e7e61d46224e54d602b97c25b6e57f-
22538ce.jpg

Backup Media
Why: Photos and videos tend to occupy the most real es-
tate on phones, but the good news is, it’s fairly easy to back 
them up whether you have an Android or iPhone. You can 
set Google Photos or iCloud to automatically backup your 
media, so if you lose your phone or it crashes, you’re not 
losing precious memories along with it.

How: The first step on an iPhone is to make sure you’ve set 
up iCloud. Then, go to Settings > [your name] > iCloud > 
Photos, and turn on iCloud Photos.
To backup your photo library on Google Photos, open the 
Google Photos app, sign in to your Google Account, tap 
menu, select settings backup and sync, and choose “on.”

Delete Useless Apps
Why: Your expansive library of apps probably takes up 
more space than you realize on your device. Depending on 
your storage situation, Moore-Crispin says apps can slow 
your phone down to molasses status—not to mention zap 
its battery life. A good rule of thumb is to delete anything 
you haven’t used in the last month. Don’t worry, you can 
always download it again later if you miss it.
How: On an iPhone, simply hold down the app you want to 
delete, and it will begin to “vibrate” on the screen. Select 
the “X” in the corner to delete.
On an Android, open the Play Store App, open the set-
tings menu, tap on “My apps and games,” and head to the 
Installed section. To delete, tap the app you want to say 
goodbye to, then tap uninstall.
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Organize Photos and Apps
Why: Whether you color code them or organize them by 
category, organizing your apps makes your phone much 
more intuitive to navigate (and admittedly more aes-
thetically pleasing). Moore-Crispin recommends keep-
ing your most-used apps on your home screen for easy 
access.
How: To organize iPhone apps, hold down a folder with 
your finger. Once it vibrates, you can move it or rename 
the folder it’s in. To create a new folder, just drag one app 
on top of another. Move apps or folders to another screen 
by holding them at the edge of the screen until it moves.
For an Android, the process is similar. Create a new folder 
by long-pressing one app and dragging it on top of anoth-
er. When you release, the apps will be in a folder you can 
name. Drag more apps into the folder if you want, and drag 
the folder to move it like you would with apps.

Srinagar | Saturday | 04-06-2022

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Srinagar | Friday| 03-06-2022 2
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

E-mail: dscobla2015@gmail.com
Fax: 01952236575

Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir
Department of Soil & Water 

Conservation
Baramulla / Bandipora

Corrigendum
Nit.No.01 of 2023 all the tenders has been cancelled falling in Nit 
No. 01 due to AS there is lot of mistakes about the class of con-
tractual and adv. cost due to typing mistake

No: - DSCOB/Tender/Bla2022-23/149-55 
Dated :-31-05-2022

District Officer,
DIPK-3178/22  Soil & Water Conservation Deptt.

District Baramulla/Bandipora HQ Baramulla.

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
SOCIAL FORESTRY DIVISION ANANTNAG
E-mail:- dfo.sfant@jk.gov.in,  sfdanantnag@gmail.com

Fax:-    01932-224228
 
Cancellation of e-Nit No 01 of 2022-23 Dt. 31.05.2021

 Due to some technical/typing errors, e-NIT No 01 of 
2022-23 Dt. 31-05-2021, the works under RDF Units and Village 
Wood Lots by carrying out Fixing of fence posts with Black An-
nealed Barbed Wire fencing from S. No. 01 to 06 is hereby Can-
celled due to change in e-NIT conditions/specifications. 
The fresh e-NIT shall be invited by this Division very soon.

Shamma Roohi, (ACF)
Divisional Forest Officer 
Social Forestry Division 

No:- DFO/SF/ANG/Acctts/2022-23/131-34   Anantnag
Dated:- 01-06-2022

DIPK-3197/22

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is 
claiming to have lost the original marks certificate of 10th &12th  
under Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Anayat Zehra
S/o Mahboob Hussain Parray
R/o Yall
Details of Marks Certificate lost
Secondary School Examination (class 10th )
Roll No 307311  Session /Year Annual / Reg. 2013
Higher Secondary School Examination (class12th )
Roll No 2406311  Session /Year Annual . 2015

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Marks Card. Any-
body (if) having any objection may file the some before under-
signed with (07) Seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg Sub Office Magam

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri  Ghulam Rasool Khan S/O: Abdul Aziz 
Khan R/o:  Ompora Budgam  Registration No: 
JK04E-9820  for cancellation of hire purchase 
agreement with M/S Mahindra & Mahindra Ser.Ltd  
B/U Srinagar
Now therefore it is notified for the information of 
the general public that objections if any to the proposed cancel-
lation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in the 
office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam 
within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.1035
 Dated  10-06-2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

KINDERGATEN LITTLE CHAMPS, 
KHANPORA UTTERSOO, SHAGUS

Fee Structure of the School
Session  2021-2022

S .No Class Tuition

1 KG’s 650

2 1st -5th 650

3 6th -8th 650

rna Sd/- Chairman

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
RURAL ENGINEERING WING BARAMULLA.

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No: -06/Xen/Rew/Bla/2022-2023    Dated.31/05/2022

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders (In Single Cover System) are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors Regd. With J&K State 
Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following work:-

S.  
No

Name of Work Est. Cost           
(in Lacs)

Cost of 
T/Doc.
(In Rs.)

EMD 
AMOUNT

Time of Class of Major 
Head of 
Account

Position of 
AAA/TS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 C/O Drain along road side at different spots at Gutiyar Halqa Gutiyar under 

ADP (PRI) Block Baramulla.
6.50 300 13000 45days CEE

DEE
ADP AAA 

Accorded
2 C/O Drain from main road to Gh. Rasool Lala and others at Johama Halqa 

Johama under ADP (DDC) Block Baramulla.
4.00 200 8000 45days DEE ADP AAA 

Accorded

3 C/O Tile Path/PCC path with Drain at  ward No 3, 4, and 9  at Patchar . Halqa 
Chandoosa-B under ADP (PRI) Block Baramulla.

8.00 300 16000 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

4 C/o P/Bund at different Spots at Kralpora Delina-C under ADP (PRI) Panchyat 
Halqa: Delina-C, Block Baramulla.

5.00 200 10000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

5 Balance Part of Fencing of Public Park Johama under ADP (BDC) Panchayat 
Halqa Johama Block Baramulla

3.00 200 6000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

6 C/O path with P/Bund from H/O mohd Ramzan magray to onwards at Hudpora 
under ADP (BDC) Panchyat Halqa: Hudipora Block Baramulla.

3.00 200 6000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

7 C/O path at different spots at ward no 2,3,6 at Katyawali under ADP (PRI) 
Panchyat Halqa: Katyawali Block Baramulla.

7.50 300 15000 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

8 C/O path at different spots at ward no 1,4,5 at Katyawali under ADP (PRI) 
Panchyat Halqa: Katyawali Block Baramulla.

7.50 300 15000 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

9 /O/ Upgradation of road from main road to onwards near university land at 
Delina Ghat . Halqa Delina-C under ADP (PRI) Block Baramulla.

11.30 600 22600 45days BEE 
CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

10 C/O of road with P/wall near L/O Nisar Ah Parry to onwards at Delina-D under 
ADP (PRI) Panchyat Halqa: Delina-D, Block Baramulla.

5.00 200 10000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

11 Upgradation of road with Edge walls at different spots at W.No 8 and ward no 
10 at Hajibal under ADP (PRI) Panchyat Halqa: Drangbal, Block Baramulla.

7.35 300 14700 45days CEE
DEE

ADP AAA 
Accorded

12 C/O of road from Play ground to Chartiual at Hudpora under ADP (BDC) 
Panchyat Halqa: Hudpora Block Baramulla.

4.00 200 8000 45days DEE ADP AAA 
Accorded

1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions 
of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below.

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 31-05-2022
2 Period of downloading of bidding 

documents
From 01-06-2022  to 15-06-2022 up to 6:00 PM

3 Bid submission Start date 01-06-2022
4 Bid Submission End Date 15-06-2022 up to 6:00 PM

5 Date and time of Opening of Bids (Online)
Technical Bids will be opened on   16-06-2022  at 11:00 AM in the office of the Executive Engineer 
REW Baramulla and Financial Bid opening will be declared online.

•	 The G.O No.238-F OF 2021  DATED:07.09.2021 issued by the Govt(Finance deptt)that the participation in the tendering process of works upto an amount of Rs 
3.00 lacs is restricted to the resident of concerned panchayat.In the event of inadequate response to a tender ,participation from adjoining panchayat shall be permitted.
•	 If the Bidder quotes his Bid exceeding the tendering Cost, his bid will be automatically rejected.
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of treasury challan/receipt under HEAD 0515 mentioning therein Name of work and NIT No. 
in favour of the Executive Engineer, REW Division Baramulla (Tender inviting Authority).
3. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail 
message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site at the office of theExecutive Engineer, REW Division Baramulla.
4. All The Bidders has to deposit Earnest Money (2% of Advertised cost) in shape of CDR/FDR at the time of tendering as per the Circular of Finance Department.
5.  The 1ST Lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3 % of allotted cost of Contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 02 Days 
after opening of financial bid and shall be released after successful completion of DLP as per norms. The EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be released after receipt of 
3% performance security.
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
7. The earnest money/performance security shall be forfeited, If:-
a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c) Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
No: 41-48                                                                                                                                                             Executive Engineer. 
Dated: 31-05-2022      DIPK-3162/22                                                REW Baramulla

How To Organize Your Phone 
and Clean Out Your Storage
Apartment Therapy | Ashley Abramson

You spend the equivalent of an entire 24-hour day 
per week online—so as spring cleaning approaches, 
don’t forget to declutter your devices. Like clearing 
out your closets and reorganizing your cabinets, 

taking time to declutter your phone space could make your 
digital home more efficient, functional, and enjoyable.
Curious how to spring clean your smartphone? Here’s a 
step-by-step guide to get you started on a cleaner, smarter 
device.
And if you want help with the household spring cleaning, 
too, we’ve got you covered! Enter your email below to join 
our free 20-day spring cleaning program, which kicks off 
April 1.

Clear the Cache
Why: You wouldn’t keep old, expired cans of soup in your 
kitchen cabinet, so why are you letting old data accumu-
late in your phone? Andrew Moore-Crispin, the Director of 
Content at Ting Mobile, says the first step to spring clean-
ing your device is clearing its cache, which could signifi-
cantly boost its speed and performance. Just keep in mind 
that clearing your browser data will remove all stored 
usernames and passwords, so make sure you’ve got that 
info in a safe place before sweeping your phone clean.
How: On an iPhone, open up the settings app, scroll down 
to “Safari.” Scroll down again and tap “Clear history and 
website data.” On an Android, open settings via the cog 
icon, then find Apps in the menu. Locate the app for which 
you want to clear data, tap on storage, then clear the cache.

Delete Old Text Threads
Why: You know that months-old text thread with your 
besties? Chances are, especially if it’s ridden with GIFs, 
photos, and videos, the amount of data in it is slowing your 
phone way down. If your phone could use a performance 
boost, it might be time to say goodbye to old some text 
threads. (You can always screenshot your fave convos—and 
maybe even have them made into a book.)
How: On an iPhone, open up the iMessage app, swipe left 
on the thread you want to delete, and tap the red delete 
button. Unfortunately, you can only delete individual texts 
natively on Androids—just tap the Message+ icon, select a 
conversation, hold down the message, and tap delete mes-
sages. To delete entire conversations, you’ll need a third-
party app like dr.fone.
at_archive_b81e7e61d46224e54d602b97c25b6e57f-
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Backup Media
Why: Photos and videos tend to occupy the most real es-
tate on phones, but the good news is, it’s fairly easy to back 
them up whether you have an Android or iPhone. You can 
set Google Photos or iCloud to automatically backup your 
media, so if you lose your phone or it crashes, you’re not 
losing precious memories along with it.

How: The first step on an iPhone is to make sure you’ve set 
up iCloud. Then, go to Settings > [your name] > iCloud > 
Photos, and turn on iCloud Photos.
To backup your photo library on Google Photos, open the 
Google Photos app, sign in to your Google Account, tap 
menu, select settings backup and sync, and choose “on.”

Delete Useless Apps
Why: Your expansive library of apps probably takes up 
more space than you realize on your device. Depending on 
your storage situation, Moore-Crispin says apps can slow 
your phone down to molasses status—not to mention zap 
its battery life. A good rule of thumb is to delete anything 
you haven’t used in the last month. Don’t worry, you can 
always download it again later if you miss it.
How: On an iPhone, simply hold down the app you want to 
delete, and it will begin to “vibrate” on the screen. Select 
the “X” in the corner to delete.
On an Android, open the Play Store App, open the set-
tings menu, tap on “My apps and games,” and head to the 
Installed section. To delete, tap the app you want to say 
goodbye to, then tap uninstall.
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Organize Photos and Apps
Why: Whether you color code them or organize them by 
category, organizing your apps makes your phone much 
more intuitive to navigate (and admittedly more aes-
thetically pleasing). Moore-Crispin recommends keep-
ing your most-used apps on your home screen for easy 
access.
How: To organize iPhone apps, hold down a folder with 
your finger. Once it vibrates, you can move it or rename 
the folder it’s in. To create a new folder, just drag one app 
on top of another. Move apps or folders to another screen 
by holding them at the edge of the screen until it moves.
For an Android, the process is similar. Create a new folder 
by long-pressing one app and dragging it on top of anoth-
er. When you release, the apps will be in a folder you can 
name. Drag more apps into the folder if you want, and drag 
the folder to move it like you would with apps.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
MECHANICAL DIVISION BARAMULLA

Tele fax 01952234426, e-mail-id: executiveengineermdb@gmail.com

 Gist of Short Term Notice Inviting e-Tenders
NIT No:-MDB/e-Tender/24 of 2022-23 Dated: - 01-06-2022

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Baramulla, invites online 
e-bids in Two Cover system on items wise basis from registered suppliers / agencies having experience in similar nature of work for the 
following works:- 

S. No Name of Work
Estimated 
Cost (Rs. 
in Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees)

Earnest 
Money 

Deposit

Time of 
Completion

Administrative 
Approval

Technical 
Sanction

01.
Body and cabin repairs to Truck No. 
JK05B/3083, pertaining to Work Shop 
Sub Division Baramulla.

1.57 200.00 3140.00 07days Accorded Accorded

The tender documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule given in the ‘Ab-
stract; appended to this notice: - 

01. Online tender download / Start Date 02-06-2022 (06:15 PM)
02. Online tender Submission End Date 10-06-2022 (06:55 PM)

03 Cost of Tender Documents

Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of e-Challan / e-receipt/mpay-
transaction acknowledgement, to be uploaded with the online bid. Tender Id to 
be written also on the voucher. (MSME certificate holder in the concerned trade 
is exempted)
Bank: J&K Bank.
Branch: T.P Baramulla.
IFSC Code: JAKAOTESHIL 
Account No.: 0213010200000051.

04 Date and time of opening of Technical Bid 
(online) (Cover 1st) 

11-06-2022 at 02:00 PM in office of  the Ex. Engineer, Mechanical Division (MED), 
Baramulla

05. Date and time of opening of Financial Bid 
(online) (Cover 2nd) 

After evaluation of cover 1stin office of  Ex. Engineer, Mechanical Division (MED), 
Baramulla

Instructions to Bidders:
01. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format with digital signature on the official website www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers; 

viz Techno- Commercial / Financial cover.
1.1 Cover 1st shall contain:
1.1.1 Scanned copy of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR equivalent to 2% of value of the advertised cost.
1.1.2 Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST No.
1.1.3 Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / latest GST clearance certificate or acknowledgement of latest returns.
1.1.4 Scanned copies of the Annexure “A” & “B” duly accepted / signed.
1.1.5 Scanned copy of Tender Fee. 
1.2 Cover 2nd shall contain:
1.2.1 Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this department.
02. The department will not be responsible for delay in submission of bids due to any reasons.
03. The cost of tender documents is non-refundable and non-transferable.
No: - MDB /TS/e-tendering-24/607-11  Sd/-
Dated: -01-06-2022  Executive Engineer
DIPK-3257/22  Mechanical Division 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL 
IRRIGATION DIVISION BARAMULLA

Short Term e-Tender
Fresh NIT No: E-20of 2022-23

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, sealed e-tenders  In two covers are invited from experi-
enced, reputed and registered firms/ genuine manufacturers/authorized distributors/dealers/workshop holders / SSI Unit holders for 
the following work: 

S. No. Name of work

Cost of 
tender doc-

ument (Rate 
in Rs.)

Esti-
mated 

Cost 
(Rs. in 
Lacs)

Earnest 
money

Valid-
ity of 
offer

Time of 
comple-

tion

Pro-
gramme 

Head

Whether
 Accorded/ 
Position of 

Funds

Tender ID no.

1

Electrical work to 
be carried out at lift 
irrigation scheme 
Azadpora.

Rs.
50.00

Rs.
0.68

Rs.
1360.00

120 
days 07 days M&R

Yes 
AAA order 

no. 01-MCO 
of 2022-23 
Dated: 19-

04-2022

2022_
IFC_172011_1

2

Electrical work to 
be carried out at lift 
irrigation scheme 
Delina.

Rs.
50.00

Rs.
0.457

Rs.
914.00

2022_
IFC_172011_2

3

Urgent electrical 
works to be carried 
out at  lift irrigation 
scheme Gangbugh 1st  
and Unisoo old.

Rs.
50.00

Rs.
0.38

Rs.
760.00

2022_
IFC_172011_3

The tenders consisting of qualifying/eligibility criteria, technical specifications, general and commercial terms and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 02-06-2022(04:00pm).

The bids shall be submitted in electronic format on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from  02-06-2022(06:00 pm) to 07-06-
2022 (6:55 pm). The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on the time and date, in the office of the 
Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla in presence of the bidders who wish to attend. In case offices happen to 
be closed due to holiday, or any other reason, on the schedule date of opening, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the 
scheduled time and venue.

The complete bidding shall be online.
Prequalification bids shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla on 08-

06-2022 at 12:30 am after which the financial bids of qualifying bidders shall be opened on the same day. 

No. MIDB/CC-02/981-90 Sd/-
Dated: 02-06-2022  Executive Engineer
DIPK-3245/22  Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have bought a vehicle bearing 
Regd No.JK03H-3031. Now I want 
to change the name on registra-
tion papers from Mohammad Iqbal 
Lone S/o Ghulam Mohi Ud Din Lone 
R/o Lalipora Malpora Wanpoh To 
Utta Ullah Dugga S/o Mohammad 
Amin Dugga R/o Khanabal Anant-
nag. If anybody having any objec-
tion in this regard he/she may file 
his /her objection in this office of 
the ARTO Anantnag within a pe-
riod of seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that 
no objection shall be entertained.

 Utta Ullah Dugga 
S/o Mohammad Amin Dugga 

R/o: Khanabal Anantnag
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Police RetiRed officeRs AssociAtion- non 
GAzetted officeRs distRict AnAntnAG

Police Retired Officers Association is 
holding a meeting of Non-gazetted officers 
of Anantnag district on June 4 (Saturday). 
Pertinently a meeting was held on May 4, 
2022 which was presided over by district 
president Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh. All tehsil 
bodies participated in the meeting. Under the 
leadership of tehsil presidents, all the tehsil 
bodies were disbanded and appointment 
of new tehsil presidents was approved. In 
this regard the next meeting will be held in 
Anantnag district on July 4, 2022. 
Following are the new tehsil presidents;
1- Mohammad Rafiq Bhat   ---Anantnag   (9906715651)
2- Abdul Rashid --- Hiller Kokernag  (9419087106)
3 -Sanaullah Wani ---- Saali Ashmuqam (9906480605)
4- Mohammad Maqbool Wani -- Shangus 
5-Mohammad Ramazan   – Nowgam  (9906950259) 
6- Ghulam Rasool  ----Dooru    (9622596313) 
7-Mohammad Abdullah – Logripora Ashmuqam  (9541163247)

District President: Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh

7 Incredible Benefits of Lifting Weights That 
Have Nothing to Do With Building Muscle

We hate to sound like a bro-
ken record, but it really is 
crucial to incorporate lifting 

weights into your workout regimen. 
In fact, when it comes to exercise for 
older adults, strength training actually 
trumps cardio because preserving mus-
cle is more important than losing fat as 
you age.

“Every decade, starting in your mid 
30s, you lose a percentage of muscle, 
which affects your metabolism, balance, 
and ability to brace yourself in the event 
of an injury,” explains Larysa DiDio, a 
certified personal trainer and Preven-
tion's contributing fitness editor. “By 
weight training, you build more muscle 
to protect your body against injury.”
So, how often should you lift weights?

Ideally, twice a week—whether you 
lift free weights, use machines, or do 
bodyweight exercises, says Rachelle 
Reed, PhD, CPT, Pure Barre’s manager of 
training development and barre kinesi-
ologist.

That said, as you get stronger and fit-
ter, both Reed and DiDio agree that you 
should bump up your sessions to more 
than two times a week. “You can totally 
lift every day—just make sure to work 
on different body parts or train your 
body differently each day,” DiDio says.

Wondering which muscle groups 
to focus on? Reed says that depends 
on your goals. For a full body workout, 
“many trainers will tell clients to focus 
on the upper body one day and the low-
er body a couple days later,” she says. 
To help you get the most bang for your 
buck, consider folding in compound ex-
ercises and supersets into your routine, 
a form of strength training in which you 
move from one exercise to the next with 
no rest in between.

In addition to building strength, lift-
ing weights has a host of benefits. Keep 
reading to learn all the reasons you 
should pick up a pair of dumbbells (or 
kettlebells, or dare we say, a barbell) 
today.
You’ll lose weight and burn more calories

While cardio can help you get rid of 
belly fat, lifting weights helps you build 
more muscle, which can also help you 
burn more calories. That’s because mus-
cles are metabolically active, meaning 
they burn calories even when you're not 
exercising. “In fact, muscle tissue burns 
seven to 10 calories per pound daily, 
while fat burns only two to three calo-
ries per pound daily,” DiDio explains.

What’s more, a 2017 study in Obesity 
suggests that weight training combined 
with a healthy, low-calorie diet, can 
help preserve lean muscle mass that's 
lost through aerobic workouts. “When 
weight loss occurs in the absence of 
strength training, all facets of body 

composition are lost,” Reed says. “You 
lose some weight in fat, some in muscle, 
and some in bone—and it's unfavorable 
to lose weight that's coming from both 
muscle and bone.” That's why strength 
training is so important. When people 
exercise to lose weight, the majority of 
the weight loss is fat loss.
You’ll protect your bones

As you age, your bones become more 
brittle and weaker, especially if you're 
post-menopausal, which is due to lower 
estrogen levels—the hormone respon-
sible for maintaining bone mass. But 
lifting weights can help you build bone 
mineral density through Wolff's Law, 
which states that bones can grow in 
response to forces that are placed upon 
it. In other words, creating pressure on 
your joints through weight-bearing 
exercises can actually help you build 
stronger, healthier bones.

“Strength training involves muscles 
contracting against the bones they’re 
surrounding,” Reed explains. “This force 
applied to the bones helps improve 
bone density overtime.”

In fact, an October 2017 study from the 
Journal of Bone and Mineral Research 
shows that high-intensity resistance 
training exercises, like deadlifts, over-
head presses, and back squats, can help 
improve bone mineral density in women 
with osteopenia and osteoporosis.
You’ll manage stress and boost your mood

Had a hard day at work and need to 
release some tension? Time to pick up 
those weights. Just like any form of exer-
cise, strength training can enhance your 
mood by releasing feel-good hormones 
called endorphins.

Recent research also suggests that 
exercise, including weight training, may 
help protect against Alzheimer’s and 
dementia. Researchers from Columbia 
University Irving Medical Center dis-
covered that the hormone irisin, which 
is released during exercise, may help 
promote neuronal growth in the hippo-
campus—the area of the brain dedicated 
to learning and memory.

“Any type of exercise is a mood boost-
er, but weight training makes you feel 
stronger and it builds the back and neck 
muscles that are most directly associ-
ated with stress,” DiDio says.
You’ll improve your posture

If you have a desk job, chances are 
you’re dealing with a case of rounded 
shoulders and a hunched back, which 
place additional pressure on your low 
back. This can lead to bad posture and 
limited range of motion in the shoul-
ders, which are the most flexible joint 
in the body.

But lifting weights can help reverse 
this by opening up the chest, strength-
ening the back muscles, and improving 

freedom of movement. “It also strength-
ens your core, which keeps the back in 
alignment and upright,” DiDio says.

Go for multi-joint compound exer-
cises (think a squat to overhead press or 
a lateral lunge to twist), which can help 
you work in different planes of motion 
and muscle groups, saving you time and 
effort.
You’ll reduce back pain

There’s no one reason for back pain, 
but muscular imbalances, like weak 
knees and an unstable core, can contrib-
ute, among other things. Most people 
think aches and pain are due to strains, 
but sometimes, it’s a result of bad bio-
mechanics. Your muscles work in a ki-
netic chain, so if there’s a weak link, it 
can often manifest into a bigger prob-
lem in different areas of the body. But 
by building total-body strength, you can 
bypass most injuries.

For example, if you have weak hip 
flexors, it also means you have weak 
glutes—their opposing muscles. And, 
“typically they [muscles] don't weaken 
evenly, so this can also throw your pel-
vis out of whack, which could affect 
your gait," DiDio says. "As weak and 
tight muscles tug and pull, they can 
cause imbalances and pain, which is 
your body telling you that something is 
wrong."
You’ll improve memory and brain health

A 2016 review from the British Journal 
of Sports Medicine shows that physical 
activity can help prevent or delay cog-
nitive decline in people over 50, regard-
less of their current neurological state.

When you’re moving, your body 
pumps oxygen-rich blood to your brain, 
boosting neuroplasticity—your brain’s 
ability to create new neural connections 
and adjust to changes in environment. 
By increasing neuroplasticity, you can 
better handle stressful situations that 
come with life and stay sharp.

“Indeed, the American College of 
Sports Medicine has published several 
studies investigating the positive ef-
fects of different types of exercise on 
cognitive performance in older adults, 
and they agree that this is an area of re-
search worthy of further pursuit,” Reed 
notes.
You’ll be better in tune with your body

There’s nothing like lifting a pair 
of weights to help you tune into your 
senses when you work out. Whether 
you’re doing an overhead press, a plank 
row, or a goblet squat, lifting weights 
creates greater awareness around using 
your breath to help you get the most out 
of each rep. Plus, doing complex moves 
can test your listening and cognitive 
skills—it takes some brain power to pro-
cess a trainer's cues and execute a move 
properly!
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Charge-Sheet File In 
Kanna Case Disappears 
Accused Gets Nine More Days
 In Judicial Custody 

Observer NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR- : Known informer, "Rajiv" Kanna, alleg-
edly involved in the killing of a government em-
ployee of Safa Kadal, has been remanded to judi-
cial custody for nine more days by the chief judicial 

magistrate (UM) in a case which has turned bizarre by the 
disappearance of the charge-sheet file. 

Firdous Ahmad Bhat of Dab, Ganderbal, alias Rajiv 
Kanna, was produced before the magistrate today, where 
chief prosecuting officer, Basheer Ahmad, raised objec-
tions to the bail application filed by Bhat, saying that he 
was involved in as serious a case as murder. 

Bhat's lawyer argued that since the police had failed 
to produce the case dairy and the charge-sheet against 
the accused in the court, his client should be set free.

 At this point, the prosecution told the magistrate 
that the charge-sheet file of the case had disappeared, 
and the matter was under the court's investigation. 

It said that the case-diary and the charge-sheet 
would be produced before the Chief Judicial Magistrate 
after the court's orders. 

After ascertaining that the relatives of the accused 
were being al-towed to meet him in jail, the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate remanded Bhat to nine more days in judicial 
custody, asking counsel to present their arguments on his 
bail application on the next hearing.

 (Kashmir Observer, 03 June, 2007)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3: 38

ZUHR 12:28

ASR 5:27

Magrib 7:40
ISHA 9: 19

•	 1934- Dr Frederick Banting co-discoverer of insulin, is 
knighted	•	1935-

•	 French liner SS Normandie sets Atlantic crossing re-
cord of four days, three

•	 hours and 14 minutes on her maiden voyage
•	 1940- Last British/French troop leave Dunkirk
•	 1943- United Nations Relief &amp; Rehabilitation 

Administration forms
•	 1944-Nazis pull out of Rome
•	 1946- International Military Tribunal opens in Tokyo 

against 28 Japanese war criminals
•	 1947-British Viceroy of India Lord Mountbatten visits 

Pakistan
•	 1948- 200&quot; (5.08 m) Hale telescope dedicated 

at Palomar Observatory
•	 1950- French expedition reaches top of Himalayan 

peak of Annapurna in Nepal
•	 1959  - Singapore adopts constitution
•	 1965  - Gemini 4 launched; 2nd US 2-man flight 

(McDivitt & White)
•	 1966 -  Gemini 9 launched; 7th US 2-man flight (Staf-

ford & Cernan)
•	 Event of Interest
•	 1971 - Test Cricket debut of Imran Khan, v Englandl at 

Edgbaston (5, 0-36, 0-19)
•	 1974 -  Yitzhak Rabin forms a new Israeli government
•	 1977  - Belgium government of Tindemans forms
•	 1977 -  US & Cuba talk about diplomatic relations
•	 1980  - Crew of Soyuz 36 returns to Earth aboard 

Soyuz 35
•	 1986 -  Battles in Beirut; 53 killed
•	 1989 -  Beginning of the Tiananmen Square Massacre 

as Chinese troops open fire on pro-democracy sup-
porters in Beijing

•	 1992 - World's largest environmental summit opens 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

•	 2001- Iraq announces that it will halt crude oil ex-
ports in response to the UN's resolution that extends 
the oil-for-food program by only 1 month, instead of 
the normal 6-month period

•	 2006  - The union of Serbia and Montenegro comes 
to an end with Montenegro's formal declaration of 
independence
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KINDERGARTEN LITTLE CHAMPS, 
KHANPORA UTTERSOO ,SHANGUS

The list of Proposed Panel of Managing Body is as under:
S.No Name & Parentage 

with Residence 
QualificationResidence Designation Phone No

1 Aijaz Hafeez Khan S/o 
Hafizullah Khan 

12th Uttersoo Chairman 7780883916

2 GazalaHafeez Khan 
D/o Hafizullah Khan

B.A Uttersoo Secretary 9906580577

3 Shabir Ahmad Wani 
S/o Ghulam Ahmad 
Wani

M.A ,B.ED Sheikhpora Principal/Member 6006014031

4 Farooq Ahmad Tarry 
S/o Abdul Aziz Tarry

12th Uttersoo Member/Parent 9697945446

5 Arshid Ahmad Wani 
S/o Ghulam Qadir 
Wani

10th Uttersoo Member/Parent 7051216476

6 Manzoor Ahmad 
Shah S/o Shams U 
Din Shah

10TH Uttersoo Member/Parent 7889969384

7 Mohammad Iqbal 
Ganie S/o Ghulam 
Rasool Ganie 

10TH Kriree Member/Parent 9797262038

8 Yasmeena Shakeel 
D/o Shakeel Ahmad 
Khan 

B.SC ,B.ED Kriree Member/Teacher 7006332031

Note:- I am going to get the approval of Managing Body to be approved by the Director of School Edu-
cation Kashmir Srinagar. If anybody has any sort of objection regarding in this matter he/she may file 
the same within a week’s time of the date of publication in Directorate of School Education Srinagar.
rna Sd/- Chairman

Anak Jatan Kar Kal Santaye
Maran Likhaye Mandal Meh Aaye  

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAAS
With profound grief and sorrow , we inform the sad demise of our beloved Father S 
Nirmal Singh Ji Bali, S/o S Kanheya Sigh Ji Bali( Chandoosa waley) at present Chan-
doosa Baramulla , who left for heavenly abode on 29/05/2022.
PROGRAMME: 
Arambh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 5/6/2022 at 9am at our residence. 
Bhog Shri Akhand path Sahib on 7/6/2022 at 9 am.
Antim Ardaas at Gurdwara, Chandoosa Baramulla  from 9:30 am to 12 pm , followed 
by GURU KA LANGAR.

SON & DAUGHTER IN- LAW : 
01-S. Davinder Singh (Rtd. Post master) and Smt. Baljeet Kour
02-S. Harmohinder Singh ( Principal) and 
Smt. Jatinder Kour
03-S. Ranbir Singh (KAS) Director  Finance(forests) and Smt. Perminder Kour
DAUGHTER & SON - IN-LAW
01-Smt . Daleep kour and S.paramjeet singh 
02-Smt.Harmeet kour and S.Manjeet singh Mehta(Budgam) inf

Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences & 

Technology of Kashmir,
Shalimar, Srinagar - 190025

NOTICE

(Extension of the last date for submission of online applications for filling up of various Non-
Teaching posts)

 The Last date for submission of online application forms invited vide Advertisement Notifica-
tion No. 02 of 2022 dated 06-05-2022 issued under endorsement No. Au/Adm/(GAD)/Adv-
NT/2022/1874-1933 dated 06-05-2022 for filling up of various non-teaching posts is hereby 
extended upto09-06-2022(11:59PM).

 All other terms and conditions of the advertisement notification shall remain unchanged.

By Order 
Sd/-

(Prof. T.H. Masoodi)
Registrar

No. Au/Adm/(GAD)/Adv-NT/2022/3905-19
Dated: 02.06.2022

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

NOTICE
Where a application for transfer 
of ownership has been recieved 
from one. Shri :  Mohammad You-
suf Paul S/o:  Abdul Aziz Paul
R/o:  Buchroo Chadoora Budgam 
(Transferor) of M/CYCLE. Vehicle 
bearing registration number

JK04D -9684.  Chasis number 12135 Engine no. 79854 Model 2017. 
in favour of 
Shri.Ab. Majid Sheikh  S/o. Gh Qadir Shiekh  R/o Baghi Buchroo 
Chadoora Budgam.
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of 
ownership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper 
Kashmir Observer.
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.1028 
 Dated  01/06/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

Traffic Police seized several two wheelers after riders were found 
violating traffic laws. KO Photo Syed Mohammad Burhan

Man Arrested For Attempt To 
Murder At Nawakadal: Police

 Agencies

Srinagar: Police on Thursday 
said that it arrested an accused 
person for attacking a mouzin 
while giving call for Fajr prayer in 
Nawakadal area of Srinagar. 

A complaint was received in 
Safakadal Police Station that a per-
son, Feroz Khan, who also happens 
to be Muazin of a mosque, was at-
tacked with an iron rod by some 
unidentified person. 

The statement reads that the 

victim sustained injuries in his 
head and received eight stitches. 

“Acting swiftly, police regis-
tered a case as FIR no 101/2022 
under sections 307, 341 of IPC in 
Police Station Safakadal,” it said.

It added that during the inves-

tigation one accused was identi-
fied and arrested within an hour. 

“The accused was later iden-
tified as Mohammad Shafi Seeru 
and has been found to have rivalry 
against the victim,” it said.

Workshop On 
‘Role Of ICT In 
Education’ Held 
At AS College

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The 
Department of 
Education and 
Department of 

Computer Applications 
of Amar Singh College 
organized a two days’ 
workshop on the theme 
“Role of ICT in Education”, 
on Thursday.

 Prof. Bashir Ahmad 
Rather, Principal of the 
College, inaugurated the 
workshop.

 In his opening re-
marks, Prof. Rather delib-
erated upon the impor-
tance of digital resources 
and tools for improving 
the quality of instruction 
delivery and informed 
the participating students 
about the student-centric 
IT facilities available in 
the College.

Prof. Arshad Ahmad 
Yatoo, Head, Department 
of Computer Applica-
tions, delivered extensive 
presentations on the 
theme and deliberated on 
various digital libraries 
and e-content repositories 
from which students can 
benefit.

Prof. Yatoo also 
conducted demonstrative 
sessions regarding e-
pathshala, e-PG patshala, 
e-Shodhganga, e-shodh-
sindhu, e-shodhgangotri, 
e-gyankosh, N-List and 
National Digital Library. 
Moreover, MOOC plat-
forms like swayam, NPTEL 
and Spoken Tutorials 
were also discussed in the 
workshop.

 Around 100 students 
and some faculty mem-
bers participated in the 
workshop and received 
participation certificates.

Prof Kasira, Head, 
Department of Education, 
and Prof. Razia Samoon, 
Assistant Professor 
Education, conducted 
the proceedings of the 
programme. Prof. Arshad 
Husain Bhat, Prof. Owais 
Shafi Zargar and Prof. 
Jamsheeda provided 
technical support to the 
programme.

Body Fished 
Out From 
Jhelum

Agencies

Srinagar: A 60-year-
old man’s body 
was fished out 
from river Jhelum 

at Kondbal Padshahi 
Bagh area in Srinagar on 
Thursday.

Sources said the dead 
body of the male, , was 
fished out from Jhelum 
river at Kondbal Padshahi 
Bagh area.

After the dead body 
was recovered, it was 
immediately shifted to 
SHMS for autopsy, they 
said that the identifica-
tion of the body was yet 
to be ascertained.  

Meanwhile, police 
have registered a case in 
this regard and further 
investigation has been 
taken up. (KDC)

 

NIT Holds Event On Innovation And Start-Ups
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Innovation, Incu-
bation, and Entrepreneurship 
Development (IIED) Centre in 
collaboration with Institutions In-
novation Council (IIC) on Thursday 
organized an awareness workshop 
on ‘innovation and start-up’ at 
National Institute of Technology 
(NIT) Srinagar.

The event was presided over 
by Sheikh Jahangir from Nation-
al Innovation Foundation and a 
three-time president awardee. 

He was the brain behind the 
innovations in the Hindi block-
buster, 3 Idiots and was the chief 
guest and main speaker for the 
event.

Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. 
(Dr.) Rakesh Sehgal said innova-
tion is important in today's world 
for the betterment of the society. 
India being an economic country 
can be the exporter of simple in-
novation to the world, he said.

Prof. Sehgal stressed on filing 
patents is also important because 
it provides its owner with the 
right to exclude others from ex-
ploiting the patented technology 
including, for example, making, 
using, or selling the patented in-
vention, he said.

“The exclusive right enables 
the patent owner to recoup devel-
opment costs and obtain a return 
of investment in the development 
of the patented technology,” Prof. 

Sehgal said.
He also briefed students about 

‘why start-ups and innovations 
are important and urged students 
to “bring their ideas to reality 
through the use of technology and 
knowledge”.

In his key address, innovator 
Sheikh Jahangir (The Real Ran-
cho) native of Andhra Pradesh and 
settled in Mumbai energized the 
students with his lines “through 
simple ideas the world can go to-
wards progressive growth".

“It is the right time for the 
budding engineering to take up 
the nation to the next level,” he 
said.

The prominent innovator also 
shared many life examples includ-

ing the experience in the 3 idiots 
movie, how his simple innovation 
moved his life from nowhere to a 
famous personality with his inno-
vation.

Jahangir also shared his expe-
rience on the hybrid scooter that 
is used for different modules like 
washing and grinding. He moti-
vated students how simple inno-
vations are if anyone has passion 
and interest.

The creative innovator Jah-
angir also answered many of the 
questions that were raised by the 
attendees and cleared their doubts 
regarding struggles and obstacles 
in innovation and how the process 
takes place.
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Charge-Sheet File In 
Kanna Case Disappears 
Accused Gets Nine More Days
 In Judicial Custody 

Observer NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR- : Known informer, "Rajiv" Kanna, alleg-
edly involved in the killing of a government em-
ployee of Safa Kadal, has been remanded to judi-
cial custody for nine more days by the chief judicial 

magistrate (UM) in a case which has turned bizarre by the 
disappearance of the charge-sheet file. 

Firdous Ahmad Bhat of Dab, Ganderbal, alias Rajiv 
Kanna, was produced before the magistrate today, where 
chief prosecuting officer, Basheer Ahmad, raised objec-
tions to the bail application filed by Bhat, saying that he 
was involved in as serious a case as murder. 

Bhat's lawyer argued that since the police had failed 
to produce the case dairy and the charge-sheet against 
the accused in the court, his client should be set free.

 At this point, the prosecution told the magistrate 
that the charge-sheet file of the case had disappeared, 
and the matter was under the court's investigation. 

It said that the case-diary and the charge-sheet 
would be produced before the Chief Judicial Magistrate 
after the court's orders. 

After ascertaining that the relatives of the accused 
were being al-towed to meet him in jail, the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate remanded Bhat to nine more days in judicial 
custody, asking counsel to present their arguments on his 
bail application on the next hearing.

 (Kashmir Observer, 03 June, 2007)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3: 38

ZUHR 12:28

ASR 5:27

Magrib 7:40
ISHA 9: 19

•	 1934- Dr Frederick Banting co-discoverer of insulin, is 
knighted	•	1935-

•	 French liner SS Normandie sets Atlantic crossing re-
cord of four days, three

•	 hours and 14 minutes on her maiden voyage
•	 1940- Last British/French troop leave Dunkirk
•	 1943- United Nations Relief &amp; Rehabilitation 

Administration forms
•	 1944-Nazis pull out of Rome
•	 1946- International Military Tribunal opens in Tokyo 

against 28 Japanese war criminals
•	 1947-British Viceroy of India Lord Mountbatten visits 

Pakistan
•	 1948- 200&quot; (5.08 m) Hale telescope dedicated 

at Palomar Observatory
•	 1950- French expedition reaches top of Himalayan 

peak of Annapurna in Nepal
•	 1959  - Singapore adopts constitution
•	 1965  - Gemini 4 launched; 2nd US 2-man flight 

(McDivitt & White)
•	 1966 -  Gemini 9 launched; 7th US 2-man flight (Staf-

ford & Cernan)
•	 Event of Interest
•	 1971 - Test Cricket debut of Imran Khan, v Englandl at 

Edgbaston (5, 0-36, 0-19)
•	 1974 -  Yitzhak Rabin forms a new Israeli government
•	 1977  - Belgium government of Tindemans forms
•	 1977 -  US & Cuba talk about diplomatic relations
•	 1980  - Crew of Soyuz 36 returns to Earth aboard 

Soyuz 35
•	 1986 -  Battles in Beirut; 53 killed
•	 1989 -  Beginning of the Tiananmen Square Massacre 

as Chinese troops open fire on pro-democracy sup-
porters in Beijing

•	 1992 - World's largest environmental summit opens 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

•	 2001- Iraq announces that it will halt crude oil ex-
ports in response to the UN's resolution that extends 
the oil-for-food program by only 1 month, instead of 
the normal 6-month period

•	 2006  - The union of Serbia and Montenegro comes 
to an end with Montenegro's formal declaration of 
independence
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KINDERGARTEN LITTLE CHAMPS, 
KHANPORA UTTERSOO ,SHANGUS

The list of Proposed Panel of Managing Body is as under:
S.No Name & Parentage 

with Residence 
QualificationResidence Designation Phone No

1 Aijaz Hafeez Khan S/o 
Hafizullah Khan 

12th Uttersoo Chairman 7780883916

2 GazalaHafeez Khan 
D/o Hafizullah Khan

B.A Uttersoo Secretary 9906580577

3 Shabir Ahmad Wani 
S/o Ghulam Ahmad 
Wani

M.A ,B.ED Sheikhpora Principal/Member 6006014031

4 Farooq Ahmad Tarry 
S/o Abdul Aziz Tarry

12th Uttersoo Member/Parent 9697945446

5 Arshid Ahmad Wani 
S/o Ghulam Qadir 
Wani

10th Uttersoo Member/Parent 7051216476

6 Manzoor Ahmad 
Shah S/o Shams U 
Din Shah

10TH Uttersoo Member/Parent 7889969384

7 Mohammad Iqbal 
Ganie S/o Ghulam 
Rasool Ganie 

10TH Kriree Member/Parent 9797262038

8 Yasmeena Shakeel 
D/o Shakeel Ahmad 
Khan 

B.SC ,B.ED Kriree Member/Teacher 7006332031

Note:- I am going to get the approval of Managing Body to be approved by the Director of School Edu-
cation Kashmir Srinagar. If anybody has any sort of objection regarding in this matter he/she may file 
the same within a week’s time of the date of publication in Directorate of School Education Srinagar.
rna Sd/- Chairman

Anak Jatan Kar Kal Santaye
Maran Likhaye Mandal Meh Aaye  

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAAS
With profound grief and sorrow , we inform the sad demise of our beloved Father S 
Nirmal Singh Ji Bali, S/o S Kanheya Sigh Ji Bali( Chandoosa waley) at present Chan-
doosa Baramulla , who left for heavenly abode on 29/05/2022.
PROGRAMME: 
Arambh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 5/6/2022 at 9am at our residence. 
Bhog Shri Akhand path Sahib on 7/6/2022 at 9 am.
Antim Ardaas at Gurdwara, Chandoosa Baramulla  from 9:30 am to 12 pm , followed 
by GURU KA LANGAR.

SON & DAUGHTER IN- LAW : 
01-S. Davinder Singh (Rtd. Post master) and Smt. Baljeet Kour
02-S. Harmohinder Singh ( Principal) and 
Smt. Jatinder Kour
03-S. Ranbir Singh (KAS) Director  Finance(forests) and Smt. Perminder Kour
DAUGHTER & SON - IN-LAW
01-Smt . Daleep kour and S.paramjeet singh 
02-Smt.Harmeet kour and S.Manjeet singh Mehta(Budgam) inf

Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences & 

Technology of Kashmir,
Shalimar, Srinagar - 190025

NOTICE

(Extension of the last date for submission of online applications for filling up of various Non-
Teaching posts)

 The Last date for submission of online application forms invited vide Advertisement Notifica-
tion No. 02 of 2022 dated 06-05-2022 issued under endorsement No. Au/Adm/(GAD)/Adv-
NT/2022/1874-1933 dated 06-05-2022 for filling up of various non-teaching posts is hereby 
extended upto09-06-2022(11:59PM).

 All other terms and conditions of the advertisement notification shall remain unchanged.

By Order 
Sd/-

(Prof. T.H. Masoodi)
Registrar

No. Au/Adm/(GAD)/Adv-NT/2022/3905-19
Dated: 02.06.2022

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

NOTICE
Where a application for transfer 
of ownership has been recieved 
from one. Shri :  Mohammad You-
suf Paul S/o:  Abdul Aziz Paul
R/o:  Buchroo Chadoora Budgam 
(Transferor) of M/CYCLE. Vehicle 
bearing registration number

JK04D -9684.  Chasis number 12135 Engine no. 79854 Model 2017. 
in favour of 
Shri.Ab. Majid Sheikh  S/o. Gh Qadir Shiekh  R/o Baghi Buchroo 
Chadoora Budgam.
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of 
ownership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper 
Kashmir Observer.
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.1028 
 Dated  01/06/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

Traffic Police seized several two wheelers after riders were found 
violating traffic laws. KO Photo Syed Mohammad Burhan

Man Arrested For Attempt To 
Murder At Nawakadal: Police

 Agencies

Srinagar: Police on Thursday 
said that it arrested an accused 
person for attacking a mouzin 
while giving call for Fajr prayer in 
Nawakadal area of Srinagar. 

A complaint was received in 
Safakadal Police Station that a per-
son, Feroz Khan, who also happens 
to be Muazin of a mosque, was at-
tacked with an iron rod by some 
unidentified person. 

The statement reads that the 

victim sustained injuries in his 
head and received eight stitches. 

“Acting swiftly, police regis-
tered a case as FIR no 101/2022 
under sections 307, 341 of IPC in 
Police Station Safakadal,” it said.

It added that during the inves-

tigation one accused was identi-
fied and arrested within an hour. 

“The accused was later iden-
tified as Mohammad Shafi Seeru 
and has been found to have rivalry 
against the victim,” it said.

Workshop On 
‘Role Of ICT In 
Education’ Held 
At AS College

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The 
Department of 
Education and 
Department of 

Computer Applications 
of Amar Singh College 
organized a two days’ 
workshop on the theme 
“Role of ICT in Education”, 
on Thursday.

 Prof. Bashir Ahmad 
Rather, Principal of the 
College, inaugurated the 
workshop.

 In his opening re-
marks, Prof. Rather delib-
erated upon the impor-
tance of digital resources 
and tools for improving 
the quality of instruction 
delivery and informed 
the participating students 
about the student-centric 
IT facilities available in 
the College.

Prof. Arshad Ahmad 
Yatoo, Head, Department 
of Computer Applica-
tions, delivered extensive 
presentations on the 
theme and deliberated on 
various digital libraries 
and e-content repositories 
from which students can 
benefit.

Prof. Yatoo also 
conducted demonstrative 
sessions regarding e-
pathshala, e-PG patshala, 
e-Shodhganga, e-shodh-
sindhu, e-shodhgangotri, 
e-gyankosh, N-List and 
National Digital Library. 
Moreover, MOOC plat-
forms like swayam, NPTEL 
and Spoken Tutorials 
were also discussed in the 
workshop.

 Around 100 students 
and some faculty mem-
bers participated in the 
workshop and received 
participation certificates.

Prof Kasira, Head, 
Department of Education, 
and Prof. Razia Samoon, 
Assistant Professor 
Education, conducted 
the proceedings of the 
programme. Prof. Arshad 
Husain Bhat, Prof. Owais 
Shafi Zargar and Prof. 
Jamsheeda provided 
technical support to the 
programme.

Body Fished 
Out From 
Jhelum

Agencies

Srinagar: A 60-year-
old man’s body 
was fished out 
from river Jhelum 

at Kondbal Padshahi 
Bagh area in Srinagar on 
Thursday.

Sources said the dead 
body of the male, , was 
fished out from Jhelum 
river at Kondbal Padshahi 
Bagh area.

After the dead body 
was recovered, it was 
immediately shifted to 
SHMS for autopsy, they 
said that the identifica-
tion of the body was yet 
to be ascertained.  

Meanwhile, police 
have registered a case in 
this regard and further 
investigation has been 
taken up. (KDC)

 

NIT Holds Event On Innovation And Start-Ups
Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Innovation, Incu-
bation, and Entrepreneurship 
Development (IIED) Centre in 
collaboration with Institutions In-
novation Council (IIC) on Thursday 
organized an awareness workshop 
on ‘innovation and start-up’ at 
National Institute of Technology 
(NIT) Srinagar.

The event was presided over 
by Sheikh Jahangir from Nation-
al Innovation Foundation and a 
three-time president awardee. 

He was the brain behind the 
innovations in the Hindi block-
buster, 3 Idiots and was the chief 
guest and main speaker for the 
event.

Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. 
(Dr.) Rakesh Sehgal said innova-
tion is important in today's world 
for the betterment of the society. 
India being an economic country 
can be the exporter of simple in-
novation to the world, he said.

Prof. Sehgal stressed on filing 
patents is also important because 
it provides its owner with the 
right to exclude others from ex-
ploiting the patented technology 
including, for example, making, 
using, or selling the patented in-
vention, he said.

“The exclusive right enables 
the patent owner to recoup devel-
opment costs and obtain a return 
of investment in the development 
of the patented technology,” Prof. 

Sehgal said.
He also briefed students about 

‘why start-ups and innovations 
are important and urged students 
to “bring their ideas to reality 
through the use of technology and 
knowledge”.

In his key address, innovator 
Sheikh Jahangir (The Real Ran-
cho) native of Andhra Pradesh and 
settled in Mumbai energized the 
students with his lines “through 
simple ideas the world can go to-
wards progressive growth".

“It is the right time for the 
budding engineering to take up 
the nation to the next level,” he 
said.

The prominent innovator also 
shared many life examples includ-

ing the experience in the 3 idiots 
movie, how his simple innovation 
moved his life from nowhere to a 
famous personality with his inno-
vation.

Jahangir also shared his expe-
rience on the hybrid scooter that 
is used for different modules like 
washing and grinding. He moti-
vated students how simple inno-
vations are if anyone has passion 
and interest.

The creative innovator Jah-
angir also answered many of the 
questions that were raised by the 
attendees and cleared their doubts 
regarding struggles and obstacles 
in innovation and how the process 
takes place.
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• 781 BC - Oldest Chinese recording of a solar eclipse
• 1039-  Henry III becomes Holy Roman Emperor
• 1070-  Roquefort cheese created in a cave near Roquefort, 

France
• 1647-  English Parliamentary army under Cornet George 

Joyce takes King Charles I as a prisoner during Second 
Civil War

• 1666-  Battle at Dunkirk: English vs Dutch fleet
• 1769 - A transit of Venus is followed five hours later by a 

total solar eclipse, the shortest such interval in history
• 1783-  Joseph and Jacques Montgolfier make 1st public 

hot-air balloon flight (unmanned), covering 2km and 
lasting 10 minutes with an estimated altitude of 1,600-
2,000m

• 1792-  Captain George Vancouver claims Puget Sound for 
Britain

• 1805- Tripoli forced to conclude peace with US after war 
over tribute

• 1824-  First free press (without government approval) 
founded in Australia - the Hobart Town Gazette by ex-
convict Andrew Bent [1]

• 1850-  Self-deodorizing fertilizer patented in England
• 1859-  Second Italian War of Independence: Battle of 

Magenta, results in a French-Sardinian victory under 
Napoleon III over the Austrians under Marshal Ferencz 
Gyulai

• 1878-  Cyprus ceded by Turkey to Britain for administrative 
purposes

• 11887 - Pasteur Institute founded by French biologist 
Louis Pasteur in Paris

• 1899-  MLB Boston Beaneaters pitcher John Clarkson 
1st to throw an "immaculate inning" (strikes out three 
batters on nine pitches) against Philadelphia Quakers

• 1912 - Cone of Mount Katmai (Alaska) collapses
• 1916- General Aleksei Brusilov begins a massive Russian 

offensive on the Eastern Front (WWI)
• 1918- French troops, with the aid of US troops, stop the 

Germans at Chateau-Thierry as they attempt to cross the 
Marne

• 1920- Peace of Trianon between Allies & Hungary 
• 1928- President of the Republic of China Zhang Zuolin is 

assassinated by Japanese agents. 

Legislators Ward Off 
Heat, Head To Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- As temperatures rise across the country, leg-
islator's from several states, including Madhya Pradesh 
and Jharkhand, are making a beeline for the cool climate 
of the Kashmir.

 An eight-member team from Jharkhand legislative As-
sembly is arriving in Srinagar on a Sunday for five-day 
study tour, official sources said.

 The team includes chairman, members and officials 
of the question and call attention committee of the 
Jharkhand Legislative Assembly they said. 

Another team of 30 members is arriving in Srinagar on 
Tuesday from Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly on 
a study tour for eight days, the sources said.

They said the team comprises members, their spouses 
and officials on the committee on welfare of Schedules 
Castes, Schedules Tribes and other backward classes of 
MP Legislative Assembly.

The Question Reference Committee of the Rajasthan 
Legislative Assembly will join the other team in Leh dis-
trict of the State from June 6 for a seven-day visit, the 
sources said.

The 25-member team comprises of the chairman of the 
committee, members, spouses and officials, they said.

 (Kashmir Observer, 04 June, 2007)

DC Holds Meet To Resolve Impediments 
In Installation Of Smart Meters

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A meeting of se-
nior officers was held under 
the chairmanship of the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad to review 
the progress regarding installa-
tion of smart meters in Srinagar.

The DC took a detailed review 
of Feeder wise meter installation 
progress in Srinagar made so far.

MD KPDCL gave first-hand ap-
praisal about the implementa-
tion of Smart metering project 
in Srinagar. He informed that 
under smart metering project 
Srinagar Phase-I, out of 57750 
meters, as many as 25000 have 
been installed till now and pro-
cess is going on to install re-
maining 32000 smart meters.

 On the occasion, the DC di-
rected the concerned Revenue 

Field officers to create aware-
ness among the people regard-
ing utility and advantages of 
smart metering in ensuring con-
stant supply of electricity.

He asked all the officers to 
work in close coordination to 
tackle any hurdle in the process 
of installation of smart meters 
amicably. He also said that strict 
action shall be taken against 
anyone hindering the process.

 The DC stressed on involv-
ing social leaders and activists 
to motivate people regarding 
installation of Smart meters. He 
said the message should be loud 
and clear regarding the execu-
tion of work besides utilizing so-
cial media and other channels to 
familiarize and sensitize general 
people about the advantages of 
installation of smart meters.

 During the meeting, Chief 

Engineer, KPDCL highlighted 
the benefits of smart metering 
including reliable power supply 
during winter, reduction in out-
ages, reduction in Transformer 
damages, etc.

Meanwhile, all the execu-

tive magistrates have been told 
to initiate strict legal action if 
any hindrances are created in 
implementation of power Sector 
reforms under various centrally 
sponsored schemes.

The meeting was attended by 

MD KPDCL, Basharat Qayoom, 
ADDC, Srinagar, Zahoor Ahamd, 
SP Headquarter, Arif Ahmad, Chief 
Engineer, KPDCL, Javaid Ahmad, 
besides Superintendent Engi-
neers, Chief Planning  Officer, all 
City Tehsildars and other officials.

J&K To Host Maiden Maternal & 
Child Health Conclave At Srinagar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  Jammu and Kashmir is 
all set to host the first ever two day 
Maternal and Child Health (MCH) 
Conclave scheduled on June 6 and 
7, 2022. The event is being orga-
nized by National Health Mission 
J&K and will be held at SKICC. Mis-
sion Director National Health Mis-
sion J&K, Yasin M. Choudhary, gave 
an overview of the conclave.

 “the UT of Jammu and Kash-
mir with the decreasing trend 
in maternal and child mortality, 
envisions to further decrease the 
maternal and child mortality to 
establish at the forefront of pro-
viding quality healthcare”, he said.

He said the conclave is designed 
as a thought exchange platform to 
deliberate on challenges, opportu-
nities and newer initiatives in Ma-
ternal and Child Health. He added 
that the conclave would bring to-
gether best of the minds in mater-
nal and child health nationally and 
globally, to discuss the good and 
replicable practices at primary, 

secondary and tertiary care level 
for further improvement in mater-
nal and child health indicators.

The conclave is going to witness 
the participation of experts and 
panellists from Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare (MoH&FW), 
Government of India, AIIMS, 
WHO, UNICEF, NIPI, FOGSI, Engen-
der Health, UNDP, JSI leading Cor-
porate Hospital Chains and NGOs 
across the country.

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha, is expected to grace the oc-
casion with commencement of the 
inauguration of several completed 
works and projects. The projects 
include inauguration of Maternal 
& Paediatric ICUs being estab-
lished under Emergency COVID 

Response Package, certification of 
LaQshya Health facilities, laying 
foundation of MCH Hospital Lam-
beri, Rajouri through virtual mode 
besides awards to best performing 
districts on MCH parameters and 
Kayakalp Awards Felicitation Cer-
emony for the FY 2021-22.

The two day event will be 
packed with varied technical ses-
sions which inter alia included 
Situational Analysis of Maternal 
Health in J&K, Rising Trend of 
Caesarean Section-Boon or Bane, 
Maternal Mortality Causes and 
Challenges, Newborn Health: Is-
sues and Challenges, Long CO-
VID-19-Maternal and Pediatric 
Perspective and Early Childhood 
Development (ECD).

Elderly Man Killed In 
Srinagar Accident

KCCI Condemns Recent 
Civilian Killings In Kashmir

Agencies

SRINAGAR: An elderly man was 
killed in a road accident at Sha-
heed Gunj area of Srinagar dis-
trict on Friday evening.

Officials said, a 70-year-old 
man identified as Khazir Mo-
hammad Mando of Hamdaniya 
Colony Bemina was critically 

injured in a road accident near 
FCI godown in Shaheed Gunj 
area of Srinagar.

They said he was shifted to 
SMHS Hospital for treatment, 
however, he succumbed to his 
injuries.

Meanwhile, police have tak-
en cognizance of the incident.
(KNO)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(KCC&I) Friday condemned the 
recent killing of civilians and 
expressed heartfelt sympathies 
with the bereaved families.

Terming the bloodshed as 
unacceptable in any society and 
against humanity, KCC&I spokes-
person in a statement said that it 
goes against the basic spirit and 
concept of Kashmiriyat.

“The office bearers of Kash-
mir’s largest trade body are 
deeply shocked and distressed 
at the killing spree over the 
past few weeks. This accord-
ing to the body has dented the 
image of Kashmiris again and 
is against cultural ethos,” the 
spokesperson said.

“As the fear has engulfed ev-
erybody around, we withstand 
the innocents in this hour of 
grief, fear and insecurity”.

“Kashmir is known for its 
hospitality and beauty and such 
incidents have unfortunately 
dented its image. Much to the 
aversion of the common man, 
such incidents have an impact 
on the local economy at a time 
when it was showing signs of re-
covery after a long lull,” he said.

As Kashmir’s economy is in-
tricately linked with the non- 
migrant workforce working in 
Kashmir, the targeted killing 
spree can further slump the 
economy, he said.

Meanwhile, KCCI extended 
full sympathy with the families 
of the civilians killed in recent 
attacks in Kashmir.

Sheikh Imran Welcomes 
Mohammad Dilawar Dar Into PC

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K People’s Confer-
ence State Youth President and 
Former Deputy Mayor SMC Sheikh 
Mohammad Imran on Friday 
welcomed the former Apni Party 
provincial joint secretary (youth) 
Mohammad Dilawar Dar into the 
party and expressed hope that 
his joining will add further to the 
strength of its youth cadres.

In his statement to the media, 
Imran emphasized on the crucial 
role of youth in shaping the future 
of Jammu and Kashmir towards 
progress and affluence while say-
ing that active participation of 
youth will help in fighting social 
evils, ignorance and mediocrity.

‘Youth have great tasks & chal-
lenges ahead that will ultimately 
aid in transforming J&K’s destiny. 
There is an overabundance of op-
portunities for the youth in many 
unexplored fields that await to 
be exploited. What matters is our 
desire to tread the path of pros-
perity and visionary leadership 
that can light even the darkest of 
the paths. Unfortunately, for more 
than seven decades J&K’s youth 
have been bottled-up and hood-
winked by the erstwhile families 
in power but that thing has started 

to change now,” he said.
Imran said that previous govern-

ments in J&K have utterly failed to 
resolve the issues pertaining to youth 
and thus alienation and a sense of 
dejection captivated their minds.

“The problems faced by the 
need-based workers, casual work-
ers, ReTs and many others have 
been a result of the myopic vision 
of the preceding successive gov-
ernments in J&K who always dis-
regarded their genuine demands. 
Had NC & PDP efficiently governed 
the affairs of these youth, they 
wouldn’t have been forced to hit 
the streets and protest for their 
rights,” Imran remarked.

He said that JKPC Youth Wing 
shall continue its outreach pro-
gram to the youth of J&K, render 
counselling and amplify their 
voices to get their grievances miti-
gated and issues resolved.

On this occasion, Mohammad 
Dilawar Dar expressed gratitude 
towards party leadership and 
swore to selflessly work for the 
youth welfare. “I have resigned 
from an important political post 
just for the sake of my fellow 
youths and I shall never hesitate 
to sacrifice my life if it be what it 
demands for speaking in their in-
terest,” he added.

Tarigami Condoles Demise Of 
Pandit Bhajan Sopori

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Expressing shock 
over the demise of eminent 
santoor maestro, Pandit Bhajan 
Sopori, (CPIM) leader Moham-
mad Yousuf Taragami condoled 
his demise.

In a statement, Tarigami 
termed his demise as unfortu-
nate and a setback to society.

“This is an irreparable loss not 
only to his family but also to the 
entire people of the Valley. We 
all are grieved over the passing 
away of a son of this soil, who 
has earned his name and fame 
across the globe,” Taragami said.

He also prayed for peace to the 
departed soul and also for strength 
to the bereaved family to bear the 
pain of his departure. (KNS)
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Opinion   Analysis  Essays

The point here is not to 
somehow justify the Russian 

invasion but whether, as the 
statements by the two leaders 
underline, the west is in a position 
to claim moral high ground on 
Ukraine. It certainly isn’t. And in a 
world where social media involves 
almost everyone in the day to day 
issues of the world, this is obvious 
to all critical observers of evolving 
geopolitics

Send your write ups and feedback at 
editpage.ko@gmail.com

Moral Quandaries of Ukraine war

...

...
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Between Culture and Fad 
Amir Suhail Wani 

T
he past few years have witnessed a surge 
in cultural shows, musical fests and other 
allied activities carried under the impres-
sion of revival of culture and heritage. 

From schools to universities and from auditori-
ums to open fields, traditional forms of folk, eatery, 
clothes and utensils are displayed and promoted 
with the idea of cultural revival and reinforcing 
people’s interest and attachment to the same. At 
times, we have been virtually lead to the precipice, 
where it seemed as if our culture, with all its at-
tendant constituents is going to make a comeback 
and often reared the nascent dream of putting on 
traditional serape, leaning against mud wall and 
sipping Saffroni Kehwa in potter cups. Many elite 
restaurants actually sell this fantasy, where a sepa-
rate space is designated to cultural and “primi-
tive” ambience and oeuvre, where people relive 
their nostalgic dreams or have a sort of time travel 
experience. But one is pressed to ask the worth of 
all this and the role of these multiple exercises in 
the actual revival of culture – culture as something 
lived reality, not a fantasy or a figment of imagi-
nation. Kingsley Davis, an American Sociologist 
remarked that the only line of distinction between 
humans and animals is that humans possess cul-
ture, which no other crearure does.

The nature of argument that is about to un-
fold and what has already been said as preface 
obliges us as the very beginning to answer the 
most important question concerning this entire 
discourse and that is “What is Culture”? Edward 
Tylor sums up that culture is an umbrella term 
which encompasses the social behaviour, insti-
tutions and norms found in human societies, as 
well as the knowledge, beliefs, arts, laws, cus-
toms, capabilities, and habits of the individuals 
in these groups”. This all-encompassing and in-
clusive definition of culture may violate our pre-
viously held beliefs about the same where culture 
is identified with some attire or merely consigned 
to the arena of folklore. That is the understanding 
of culture too narrow in scope and too feeble to 
adhere to. No real understanding of culture and 
by extension no real revival and preservation of 
culture is possible while holding to its narrow 
and superficial definition which leaves out the 
bedrock elements and essential features thereof. 
That may be the reason why despite many cultur-
al shows and fests, musical events and cultural 
theatrics, we feel as if we are receding away from 
culture and vice versa with each passing day. The 
multidimensionality of culture makes its preser-
vation an equally multidimensional challenge 
and lest an inclusive and comprehensive policy 
is chalked and walked upon, all attempts remain 
superficial and all dreams of revival elusive. A 
question, and therefore a genuine question may 
be raised here as to why should one worry about 
the preservation and revival of culture and it 
seems to serve no immediate ends?

Here it needs to be noted that culture is the 
collective memory of nation, and as the erasure 
of individual memory deprives the individual of 
his individuality, identity and personality, so the 
erasure or erosion of culture amount to collective 
amnesia and wipes away with its erasure, the 
identity and particularity of a nation and civili-
zation. Having said that, we need to be aware of 
the fact that in the rhythmic movement of time, 

culture is not something sedentary or immobile, 
but is itself manifest dynamism. It carries within 
its recess, the potential of change and continu-
ity and from this balance between change and 
continuity does culture assert itself against the 
sweeping tide of time. To evolve and to adopt to 
the urges of age and time is the defining and de-
finitive feature of any living and vibrant culture. 
To hold on tenaciously to the bygone mores is not 
characteristic to any living and evolving culture 
and therefore, while we talk of the preservation 
and perpetuation of culture, the dynamics and 
evolutionary nature thereof shall not be lost sight 
of. The question then arises as to what we mean 
by preservation and perpetuation of culture and 
how to chaff the transitory features from the per-
manent and timeless features of culture.

 A culture and all the institutions and affairs 
revolving in its orbit do not stand in vacuum. 
They are rooted in some idea, an ideology, an 
underlying philosophy, the overreaching defin-
ing principle and a force of cohesion which binds 

the otherwise apparently disparate modes and 
manifestations of life into an organic whole. Ap-
pearances may change, forms may evolve and 
additions and alterations may be made here and 
there, now and then. But as long as loyalty and 
concordance to the underlying defining principle 
is maintained, no change and no modification in 
any manifestation of cultural import shall be seen 
as regression or degeneration of culture. What 
wrong is therein if traditional costumes are given 
updation and brought in at par with the fashion 
in vogue, while at the same time maintaining its 
traditional aesthetics and originality? Like mu-
sicians have been bringing in many changes by 
virtue of their understanding and mastery over 
both the traditional and modern music. Is it not a 
judicious and better alternative instead of throw-
ing away the baby with the bathwater? Between 
the dilemma of resisting any change and yield-
ing to every change, we have, for instance ruined 
many of our traditional inheritances and things 
of cultural value and import. Look for example 
the architectural and structural changes we have 
bought in our residential houses. No doubt, they 
are at par with the time we are living in, but they 
are at complete discord with our geography and 
topology, weather and climate, our ways of life 
and manner of living. This is an illustration of 
mismanaged grafting and superimposing upon 
the local elements something which is out rightly 
alien to them. Same has been the case with many 
other aspects of our life and culture, where we 
have so much yielded to the change that we have 
almost abandoned the idea if the change is com-
patible to the place we are living at. Even sea-
soned engineers and geologists inform us that 
our vernacular architecture and structural make 
up of houses was at par with the geological and 
seasonal specifications of the place.

The intention is not to digress from the issue 
and get lost in the architecture and structure of 
our traditional and new houses. But the example 

has been picked up as means of illustrating the 
larger principle, which applies to the culture as 
whole. On similar lines, let’s think for a while 
what destiny has our language met and what di-
rection the course of our linguistic evolution is 
heading in? A handful of people have remained 
who are  able to read the Kashmiri script, still 
fewer who can write it and result? The terrify-
ing result of all this linguistic alienation is that 
we have simultaneously barred ourselves from 
our rich, exquisite and marvellous literary heri-
tage. While few of us are still able to hum Lal’e 
Vaakhs and Sheikh’e Shruki, the unfortunate day 
is not away when Lal Ded and Sheikh Ul Aalam, 
Shamas Fqir and Soch Kral , Mehjoor and Ahad 
Zargar will survive only as  vestiges of our uncon-
scious and we will find ourselves disqualified to 
read their rich verses, leave alone catching their 
subtleties and complexities. How many young 
and promising writers do we have writing in 
Kashmiri? The answer may alarm us to the threat 
of cultural alienation we are going through.       

The trail of culture is spread across the vast 
horizons of space and time. It can’t suffice to sum-
marise the entire scene in few lines and nor is it 
something like catching the ocean in the drop. But 
before we conclude this survey of the situation we 
are culturally in, pertinent does it seem to have 
some remedial suggestions. What needs never to 
be lost sight of is that culture, though a collective 
and social phenomenon, begins with the individu-
al as society begins with the individual itself.

So the first responsibility lies on individuals to 
visualise themselves as cultural agents, possessing 
certain social and cultural roles and responsibilities 
beyond meeting one’s basic life needs. Why shall a 
weaver, a carpenter, a woodcarver, a coppersmith, 
an artisan leave out his job out of the worry that 
these jobs don’t hold position of esteem and respect 
in public imagination and retrospectively, why 
shall our thinking be so regressive as to ascertain 
the status and portfolio of people in accordance with 
what they do and simultaneously, out of our own 
misconstrual deem some jobs and modes of mak-
ing livelihood inferior to others. Nothing worse can 
be thought of for a society which aspires progress 
and prosperity. So there has to be a bilateral shift 
of mind so as not only to retain our traditional arti-
sanship, but to incorporate the same in preserving 
our culture, of which it is a definite and mundane 
propagator. Why shall our children and grownups 
feel ashamed of speaking Kashmiri and prefer lan-
guages with which we share no organic relationship 
except that learning those languages has become an 
economic necessity. Having given our economic ne-
cessity the status of our betoken cultural identity is 
nothing short of idiosyncrasy.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer 

The author is a writer and 
columnist based in Srinagar 

Roots of Pay Crisis
State employees have raised the stakes in their attrition 

with the government to a perilous level in threaten-
ing an indefinite lock-out should their demands on the 
implementation of the 6th Pay Commission report and 

other issues not be conceded. Even as we go to press, govern-
ment functioning in the state has been paralyzed by a two-day 
strike, with a secretariat gherao planned for Wednesday. Em-
ployee unions are in no mood to give the government more 
time, dismayed as they are by the recent cabinet meeting side-
ling the issue totally.

Commentators have, perhaps with good reason, described 
the unfolding scenario as a grave crisis in the making, and 
indeed, the situation does show the signs of a showdown. 
The recently inducted National Conference-led coalition 
in Jammu and Kashmir would have been wishing for this 
particular hornet’s nest not to be stirred, but couldn’t have 
been unaware of the restive ranks of the employees who have 
been pursuing this issue aggressively for some time. The pay 
panel’s recommendations have come as an additional boost 
to the agitation-prone employee unions who say that many of 
their genuine grievances have been left unaddressed for too 
long. What they decide on Wednesday during the secretariat 
gherao will determine what the Omar Abdullah government 
will have to face.

In any case, the state dispensation is confronted with its 
first major challenge where its avowedly good intentions 
clash with the reality of a serious resource crunch.

The state finance minister, Abdul Rahim Rathar, has al-
ready outlined the huge financial implications of implement-
ing the 6th Pay Commission report, and tacitly admitted the 
state’s limitations by stressing that the issue would have to be 
taken up with the center.

Remarkably, the demands about the Commission’s rec-
ommendations took center stage when the agitation over the 
Shrine Board land transfer had taken on a much broader di-
mension. The governor, then ruling the state, himself gave 
audience to employees’ delegations, notably to a hastily cob-
bled group of KAS officers who had actively begun to cham-
pion the cause.

These senior officers could not have been unaware of the 
shaky state of government finances and the protracted top-
level wrangling it would take to make the center cough up 
the thousands of crores of rupees needed to meet the liability. 
The employees have been on the agitation path on a number 
of diverse issues, but the pay commission report has given 
their stir a cutting edge, turning the government-employee 
tussle into an affair of keen public interest. Bent on giving the 
government no further quarter by threatening an indefinite 
strike, attention is bound  to be focused on developments con-
cerning an estimated four-an-a-half lakh individuals. If car-
ried out, the threat has wider ramifications, involve as it does 
the society in general which is heavily dependent on govern-
ment functioning.

If the National Conference-led coalition government finds 
itself painted into a corner because of an indefinite pen-down 
strike by employees, the party has partly to answer to itself 
with respect to the weak state economy. The National Con-
ference has been in power for long decades, and its sins of 
omission and commission have a direct bearing on the pres-
ent state of affairs. It cannot absolve itself of responsibility of 
having giving the state no direction in the economic and social 
spheres to meet the demands of coming years. The state can-
not even generate finances to meet its own salary bills, and has 
been kept dependent on outside injections in more ways than 
one. Right from the everyday necessities of life, including the 
food front where Jammu and Kashmir should have been self-
sufficient, the state has to rely on imports, and can be brought 
to its knees in a matter of days as evidenced  in the economic 
blockade by communal fanatics in the Jammu region.

The connection between salary issues and the self-suffi-
ciency of the state is not far-fetched, as Kashmir’s vulnerabil-
ity comes to the fore every time  the Srinagar-Jammu high-
way gets blocked for a matter of days. It bears repeating that 
the National Conference, which has been in  power at what 
could have been a defining stage in Kashmir’s development, 
has failed abysmally in providing the leadership nd vision 
required to put a people on the path of sustainable progress. 
What has been cultivated instead is a pervasive cult of con-
sumerism and ostentation under which even the last rem-
nants of producers, the peasantry and the farming communi-
ty, are selling off their land to finance bribes for government 
jobs for their younger generation. The National Conference 
had lost no time in granting land to the tiller, but failed to give 
a sound agrarian philosophy that would have sustained the 
state as agriculture does states like the Punjab.  

The credit for the state’s perennial begging bowl image, even 
for employees’ salaries, goes fair and square to the National Con-
ference which has been content with flowing with the drift, and 
seldom lifted up a hand to address the state’s decline.          

The article is an editorial from KO’s archives 
and was originally published on June 12,2010 

ADVENTURES IN ARCHIVES

“The relentless questioning of #NikhatZareen about 
her shorts is truly nauseating. Woman just won 
gold at a world boxing championship and liberals 
are obsessed with something completely unrelated 
to her feat. No self-awareness over just how 
problematic this line of questioning is”

 @khanthefatima 
“Eventually, a win in gambling becomes a magnum 
opus in Kashmir journalism. Haraam becomes Halaal, 
gambler becomes inspiration. Overnight millionaire, 
being an eyesore till yesterday, turns everyone's 
favorite” 

@Umar_Khalid 

Twitter Talks

Spoils of 
United State’s 

Gun Lobby 
Joseph Stepansky

A 
massacre at a Texas prima-
ry school has again drawn 
attention to the powerful 
gun lobby in the United 

States, with Democratic officials 
blaming Republican legislators for 
remaining beholden to influential 
pro-gun interests that advocates say 
have stalled national gun reforms.

President Joe Biden, speaking 
hours after an 18-year-old gunman 
stormed the Robb Elementary School 
in Uvalde, Texas, fatally shooting 19 
children and two teachers on Tuesday, 
asked: “When, in God’s name, are we 
going to stand up to the gun lobby?”.

 Former President Barack 
Obama, who was in office when a 
gunman killed 20 children and six 
adults at the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Connecticut in 
2012, said the US “is paralysed, not by 
fear, but by a gun lobby and a politi-
cal party that have shown no willing-
ness to act in any way that might help 
prevent these tragedies”.

Meanwhile, Democratic Chair-
man of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee Adam Schiff tweeted: “Chil-
dren are dying, and we could do 
something about it. But the GOP 
won’t stand up to the gun lobby”.

What is the US ‘gun lobby’?
The so-called gun lobby in the US 

is a broad term that encompasses ef-
forts to influence both state and fed-
eral policy on guns, usually through 
supporting candidates who have 
pledged opposition to gun control 
measures.

It includes direct contributions 
to legislators, efforts to indepen-
dently support elected officials, and 
campaigns to sway public opinion on 
issues related to firearms. Such lob-
bying is often carefully calibrated to 
navigate US election finance laws.

Several investigations have shown 
that major anti-gun control lobbying 
groups – notably the most prominent, 
the National Rifle Association (NRA) 
– have close ties with the multibillion-
dollar firearms industry in the US.

The NRA and similar groups of-
ten frame themselves as civil rights 
defenders, pointing to the Second 
Amendment of the US Constitution 

that establishes “the right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear arms”.

Meanwhile, gun control groups 
like the Giffords organisation, found-
ed by former US Congresswoman and 
gun violence victim Gabby Giffords, 
accuse NRA lobbyists of solely being 
motivated by the goal “to sell more 
guns and pad the bottom line of gun 
lobby executives”.

Gun control advocates have 
long blamed the lobby’s power for 
the dearth of federal gun control 
measures passed in the US in recent 
years, despite a series of prominent 
mass shootings and a recent spike in 
active shooter incidents.

Gun control advocates also 
blame lobbyists for helping to loosen 
firearms restrictions in Republican-
dominated state legislatures across 
the country.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott and 
Republican Texas Senator Ted Cruz, 
as well as former US President Don-
ald Trump, are set to speak later this 
week at a meeting in Texas hosted 
by the NRA’s Institute for Legisla-
tive Action, the organisation’s self-
described “lobbying” arm.
How influential is the ‘gun lobby’?

is difficult to quantify the influ-
ence of the constellation of groups 
that make up the gun lobby, which 
provide both political cache and mil-
lions of dollars in direct support to 
candidates across the country. The 
NRA, which has run into financial 
hardship in recent years, has long 
maintained a grading system for pol-
iticians and undertakes advertising 
campaigns in support of its interests.

From 1998 to 2020, pro-gun groups 
paid $171.9m in lobbying to direct-
ly affect legislation, according to 

OpenSecrets, a non-profit that tracks 
spending in US politics. Since 1998, 
the NRA alone paid $63,857,564 in 
that category.

Meanwhile, pro-gun groups 
have paid a whopping $155.1m in a 
10-year span from 2010 to 2020 on so-
called outside spending, according 
to OpenSecrets. Since 2000, the NRA 
has paid more than $140m in such 
spending, which includes all spend-
ing that supports – but is not directly 
coordinated with – a candidate.

Unlike direct contributions to 
candidates, there is no cap on outside 
spending for corporations and non-
profits following the 2010 Citizens 
United v FEC Supreme Court ruling.

In 2016, the NRA reportedly spent 
$50m in outside spending in support 
of Trump and six Republican candi-
dates for Senate.

The money assured that one in 
every 20 TV ads that aired in October 
of 2016 in the influential swing state of 
Pennsylvania was sponsored by the 
NRA, according to an analysis by the 
Center for Public Integrity. In North 
Carolina, one in every nine ads was 
sponsored by the NRA that month, 
while in Ohio, one in every eight ads 
pushed the group’s pro-gun interests.

The NRA’s overall spending 
jumped $100m in 2016 over the previ-
ous year with “no politician benefit-
ing more” than Trump, OpenSecrets 
reported.

Trump repeatedly promised to 
support gun rights, in 2017 telling the 
NRA “I will never, ever let you down.”

Pro-gun organisations have 
also paid a total of $54.4m in direct 
campaign contributions, a category 
subject to restrictions on dona-
tions, from 1990 to 2020, according 
to OpenSecrets. The contributions 

in recent years have been almost en-
tirely to Republicans.

The top recipients so far in 2022 
in the US Congress were Republican 
Senators Rand Paul and John Ken-
nedy, who each received over $38,000 
from pro-gun groups, according to 
OpenSecrets. US House of Represen-
tatives Minority Whip Steve Scalise 
received $25,610 from pro-gun groups 
during that period.

In 2018, during his re-election bid, 
Texas Senator Cruz received $311,151 
in direct contributions from pro-gun 
groups. In 2020, vulnerable Republi-
can Senators Martha McSally, David 
Perdue, and Kelly Loeffler received 
over $516,000, $307,000, and $298,000 
respectively from pro-gun groups, ac-
cording to OpenSecrets.

How powerful is the ‘gun control lobby’?
Efforts to legislate gun control on a 

federal level have made little headway 
in the wake of the Sandy Hook massa-
cre in 2012, but advocates have pointed 
to a growing gun control movement 
that they say could lead to change.

That movement was “essentially 
nonexistent” in 2013, when efforts 
to expand federally required back-
ground checks for firearms sales 
failed in the US, Senator Chris Mur-
phy, who represents Connecticut, 
told the New York Times in mid-May.

“It’s all about political power, 
and political muscle, and we’re in the 
process of building our own,” he told 
the newspaper.

Meanwhile, lobbying for gun con-
trol, while still dwarfed by pro-gun 
movements, has grown since 2013, 
led by groups like Giffords, the Mike 
Bloomberg-backed Everytown for Gun 
Safety, and the Sandy Hook Promise.

Overall annual spending on 
lobbying by gun control advocates 
jumped from $250,000 in 2012 to $2.2m 
in 2013.

In 2021, gun control groups spent 
$2.9m on lobbying.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

The article was originally published 
by Al Jazeera 

This all-encompassing and inclusive definition of culture may violate our 
previously held beliefs about the same where culture is identified with some 

attire or merely consigned to the arena of folklore. That is the understanding of 
culture too narrow in scope and too feeble to adhere to.

“When people cherrypick from Amber’s testimony, 
hyper fixate on her emotions and “body language,” 
lie about her, and make fun of her, they feed into 
this culture that hurts ALL victims. Even if Amber 
isn’t a victim, this behavior hurts victims” 

@kattenbarge 

“ Waking up so early for a child is a trauma. Just 
to avoid traffic mess doesnt mean kids have to 
suffer” 

@rjSameenKhan 

Riyaz Wani

AROUND the time Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in February, a 
video clip of the Russian presi-
dent Vladimir Putin recalling 

the US invasion of Iraq in 2003 started 
doing the rounds on social media: 
“They used the pretext of allegedly 
reliable information available in the 
United States about the presence of 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. 
As a result, we see a tremendous loss 
in human life, damage, destruction, 
and a colossal upsurge of terrorism,” 
the transcription of Putin’s statement 
read.

Russian foreign minister Sergey Lav-
rov,  in another viral video also made 
fun of those who can’t sleep over the 
Ukraine war: “there are advices to 
calm you down: Imagine this is hap-
pening in Africa, or the Middle East. 
Imagine Ukraine is Palestine. Imagine 
Russia is the United States (sic).”

The point here is not to some-
how justify the Russian invasion but 
whether, as the statements by the 
two leaders underline, the west is in 
a position to claim moral high ground 
on Ukraine. It certainly isn’t. And in a 
world where social media involves al-
most everyone in the day to day issues 
of the world, this is obvious to all criti-
cal observers of evolving geopolitics.

Ever since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1989 which made the US the 
sole superpower, the world has wit-
nessed a series of US-led invasions 
geared to remake it in the American 
image. And in the process, not only 
were countries destroyed but lakhs of 
innocent people were also killed.

In the case of war in Iraq, it was 
the cooked-up intelligence about the 
then Iraqi president Saddam Hussain 
possessing the Weapons of Mass De-
struction that became the basis for 
war. And the western media acted as 
cheerleaders for the destruction of the 
country. A similar script played out in 
US-led wars in, Afghanistan, Libya, 
Syria, and in the case of the US-backed 
Saudi war in Yemen.

The Ukraine war has rallied west-
ern nations and many other countries 
from around the world behind the US. 
And suddenly all we are hearing is a 
predominantly western narrative on 
the war. Social media companies have 
censored Russian state-sponsored 
media so there is little in the public 
domain that can be called an alterna-
tive discourse. And this is creating a 
situation we are all so familiar with. 
The west has again put on a moralis-
tic lens on the war: a conflict between 
flawless virtue and pure evil. Putin is 
being projected as a reincarnation of 
Hitler. In fact, Time magazine’s recent 
cover page showed Hitler’s face lurk-
ing beneath that of Putin.

But this is not necessarily true. The 
conflict stems from  Russia’s legiti-
mate fears of being encircled by the 
west and the NATO military bases 
reaching its doorstep.  Many of the 
Eastern European countries which 
were once a part of the USSR-led War-
saw Pact have become a part of NATO, 
heightening Russia’s insecurity. The 
growing likelihood of Ukraine also 
joining NATO became the last straw 
for Putin. While it is nobody’s case to 
countenance the invasion of a sover-
eign smaller country by its powerful 

neighbour, the solution to the evolv-
ing fraught situation can be resolved 
if the US-led West and Russia sit down 
and work towards addressing each 
other’s grievances and fears.

But that is not happening. Geopoli-
tics is not a morality play and in in-
ternational relations, moral concerns 
are also selectively and cynically used 
to advance national goals. This is why 

all the western policymakers and the 
media are focused on what is hap-
pening to Uyghurs in China or for that 
matter how autocratic and evil Putin 
is. As for the rest of the world, all is 
supposed to be well: these are the 
things that can only be occasionally 
talked or written about but never be a 
trigger for any policy action. That is, as 
long as it suits the powerful countries 
and alliances. And in today’s day and 

age, it is the US-led western countries. 
This bloc not only continues to wield a 
decisive military and economic domi-
nance together with control of the 
global business and multilateral in-
stitutions but also commands a media 
that is fundamentally responsible for 
shaping world opinion.

True, China has come close to be-
coming a rival to the US but its power 
still largely rests on its economic prog-
ress. China is some time away from 
catching up as a military and a tech-
nological power. As for controlling the 
world’s information order, or owning 
the globe-spanning corporate behe-
moths, China still has a long way to go. 
So, the west continues to exercise a 
carte blanche as far as what we think 
and how we think. As Sergey Lavrov 
says, it would certainly have made a 
difference had the United States and 
not  Russia invaded Ukraine. Then, like 
Saddam Hussain who was falsely ac-
cused of stockpiling WMDs to make a 
case for invading Iraq, Zelensky would 
have been painted as an irredeemably 
evil figure who was a threat to world 
peace. And, of course, the invasion of 
Ukraine would be considered a salu-
tary bid to liberate the country and 
transplant true democracy. What is 
more, most of the world would have 
played along, the media too.

Views expressed in the article are the 

author’s own and do not necessar-

ily represent the editorial stance of 

Kashmir Observer

The author is a Political Editor of 

Kashmir Observer

M Neelika Jayawardane

Every time there is a crisis in the 
Global South, Western news or-
ganisations parachute their cor-
respondents and photographers in 

to document the developments. What they 
report back, however, often ends up being 
something much different from what locals 
experience on the ground.

What creates this discrepancy? In most 
cases, these foreign correspondents and 
photographers arrive on location with little 
to no in-depth knowledge of the crisis, cul-
ture and locality they have been tasked with 
covering. Unable to offer a comprehensive 
report on the issue, they merely focus on 
capturing the most spectacular images and 
delivering the hottest takes to make the 
most of their few seconds on air, or few col-
umn inches on the front page.

This has largely been the case with the 
international coverage of Sri Lanka’s ongo-
ing protests demanding that the ruling Raj-
apaksa family leave office.

In March, as Sri Lanka’s economic crisis 
unfolded, desperate people started gathering 
in front of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and 
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s respec-
tive official residences to protest endemic 
corruption, nepotism and mismanagement 
in the country. They set up an encampment 
on the iconic Galle Face Beach in front of the 
Parliament, which came to be called Gota-
GoGama (the village demanding that “Gota” 
– President Gotabaya Rajapaksa – resign 
from office). The Inter University Students’ 
Federation joined the protests in massive, 
well-organised rallies. Hundreds of trade 
unions called a general island-wide strike in 
support.

As I monitored international media’s cov-
erage of these protests, I quickly recognised 
some familiar discrepancies often seen in the 

coverage of such events in the Global South.
Most news sources, for example, initially 

referred to the people at the GotaGoGama 
encampment as “protesters”. But as the 
police and military moved in, deploying 
tear gas and water cannons, and at times, 
live bullets against these very same people, 
rather than describing the events as they are 
– attacks on protesters by security forces – 
news reports started referring to what was 
unfolding as “clashes”.

When members of the Rajapaksa family 
and their political cronies reportedly bussed 
in their supporters – themselves destitute 
people paid a few thousand rupees and 
bottles of arrack – to attack the protest site 
and destroy the “village”, reports containing 
references to “mobs”, “rioters” and “clashes” 
further proliferated.

As Dilini Algama, a PhD student of Eng-
lish Linguistics at Justus-Liebig-Universität 
Giessen in Germany, noted in a conversa-
tion on Twitter, it was always clear who was 
armed, and who instigated the violence. 
Yet German news outlets referred to chaos 
and “unruhen,” which, explained Algama, 
can also mean “riots”. There was “little to 
no clarification about the violence of pro-
government and pro-Rajapaksa groups, 
or that tear-gas and water cannon toting 
military provoked and assaulted protes-
tors”. Moreover, “phrasing the violence as 
a ‘clash between two groups’ delegitimises 
the protests and equates people practicing 
their democratic right to protests with the 
violence of groups dispatched by the state to 
intimidate and stop them”, she added. This 

is nothing unique to Sri Lanka – we often see 
similar narratives of “clashes” and “riots” in 
the international coverage of protests and 
police actions against them across the Global 
South, most infamously evident in Palestine.

In Sri Lanka’s case, however, the reality of 
the protests was not only misrepresented 
through narratives about “clashes”. Due to the 
island’s colonial past, and the fact that many 
Europeans – Scandinavians, Germans, Rus-
sians and Britons – regularly holiday there, 
other problematic attitudes that reduce the 
protests into one-dimensional Orientalist fan-
tasies have also crept into the coverage.

Sri Lanka’s protest movement is idealistic 
and focused on collective care. Organisers 
at GotaGoGama, for example, set up a free 
food station that provides meals for protest-
ers and the destitute, a medical aid tent, and 
a library, where anyone can come and read 
books or organise a “People’s University” 
session hosting discussions on social and 
political issues. The protesters at the vil-
lage have been consciously and strategically 
educating each other, through “teach-outs”, 
about the conditions that created this eco-
nomic crisis, and the way successive lead-
ers have used ethno-nationalism to obtain 
votes and power. They have been working to 
bring together people who have purposeful-
ly, and for political ends, been divided across 
ethnic, religious, and class divides since Sri 
Lanka’s independence. The protesters have 
also put on educational shadow-puppet 
shows, sung raucous island baila (catchy 
tunes, often accompanied by cheeky lyrics 
commenting on social conditions), chanted 

inventive slogans, and made some of the 
most hilarious protest posters I’ve ever seen.

In some international news reports, how-
ever, these strategic and undeniably effective 
efforts to bring about change and bring a na-
tion together have been portrayed as youth-
ful naïveté, infantalising the movement and 
making it look somewhat less serious and 
impactful than its Western counterparts.

Throughout these protests, people from 
different religious and ethnic groups, who 
have been trained to be deeply suspicious 
of each other, broke fast together during the 
month of Ramadan, celebrated Easter, and 
had fun on the Buddhist holiday Vesak. On 
a few occasions, a  (kattadiya, or an exorcist) 
came to do an exorcism ceremony to cast 
out evil demons from the island. They’ve 
educated each other about the state’s vio-
lence against their communities – especially 
violence targeting the country’s Muslim and 
Tamil people; Ambika Satkunanathan and 
others repeatedly noted why Tamil people, 
especially those in the North and the East 
could not, without inviting further state 
surveillance and bodily harm, protest as 
freely as did the Sinhala in Colombo. They 
honoured the Tamil victims of the civil war 
together, and invited the surviving families 
of those forcibly “disappeared” in the North 
and the South to speak.
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originally published by Al Jazeera 

The author is Associate Professor of 

English at the State University of New 

York-Oswego, and a Research Associ-

ate at the Visual Identities in Art and 

Design (VIAD), University of Johan-

nesburg (South Africa)

Sri Lanka’s ‘picturesque’ 

protests

Doctors’ Orders

Kashmir has not escaped being a typical third world ghetto 
of frustrated aspirations and stifling systems that compel 
individuals to flee to more conducive shores for profes-
sional fulfillment and material satisfaction. The blame, as 

always, falls at the doors of successive leaderships for their abys-
mal failure to outline a vision to harness the latent intellectual and 
creative energies of the people for the overall benefit of the soci-
ety. The state’s health sector stands as a symbol of the paradox of 
talent in plenty rotting for want of opportunity. Coupled with a 
Kafkaesque officialdom that neither recognizes nor rewards ability 
and service, is it a wonder that Kashmiri doctors head in droves to 
more lucrative lands? Those that stay back in the state-run sector 
are too overwhelmed by the day-to-day battle with adverse work-
ing conditions like chronic shortages and immense patient over-
loads even to begin thinking about ushering in change.

Presiding over this demoralized, overworked and discontented 
pool of talent is a bureaucracy rife with nepotism, favoritism and 
downright incompetence that has been unable to streamline the 
system by, for example, a sustainable, fair and transparent policy 
on assigning duties in rural and far-flung areas. The peripheral 
health care system is in a state of collapse, for successive govern-
ments have failed to allocate sufficient resources and manpower to 
make it function up to a reasonable standard. Needless to say, gov-
ernment medical facilities in urban areas, particularly Srinagar, are 
stretched far beyond their capacity in dealing with the heavy influx 
that should have been screened at the place of origin. It is a tribute 
to the high competence and sheer doggedness of doctors serving 
government hospitals in Srinagar that major medical disasters, oth-
erwise inevitable in the circumstances, are avoided.  In contrast, 
the private sector, ironically manned by experts trained and taught 
at great public expense, is thriving on the government’s failure to 
put its house in order. And there is no credible regulation in this 
sector to prevent exploitation of the poor masses who are driven 
to seek expensive alternatives because of a decrepit public service.

Amid this chaos come exhortations from the chief minister, 
Omar Abdullah, for non-resident Kashmiri doctors to return. Hav-
ing had a cosmopolitan upbringing, Mr. Abdullah is bound to have 
a fair idea of what Kashmiri doctors working abroad have become 
accustomed to by way of technical facilities and remuneration. A 
top notch New York surgeon used to state-of the-art equipment is 
being asked return to perform in theaters known to run out of as 
basic an item as material for stitches in mid-surgery.

The government has been sending disturbing signals about ef-
fecting a paradigm shift in the health care philosophy in the state 
by encouraging the private sector on a large scale, which is un-
warranted in Jammu and Kashmir where the per capita income is 
among the lowest in the country. Inspirations from the US system 
are totally out of place, and in any case the mercenary American 
model is under severe criticism from quarters more sensitive to the 
need of medi-care being easily and cheaply available to the needy. 
Transplanting ideas that are already being questioned and doubted 
in advanced societies does not serve any purpose except repeating 
mistakes that are being repented elsewhere.

One of the surest ways to arrest brain drain from Kashmir is to 
fashion a system that rewards merit and service, and has minimal 
deleterious interference from unscrupulous politicians and bureau-
crats. The health care system in the state had been devised on the 
pattern of a welfare exercise and it must continue, and progress, 
in that vein. The government will have to come out with satisfac-
tory remuneration packages and ensure a modicum of facilities to 
motivate young doctors to serve in the rural and far-flung areas.

True, doctors’ salaries have to reflect the economic realities of 
the state, but a lot more talent could feel persuaded to be content 
with that if the unjust hiccups of a malfeasant officialdom were 
ironed out. It certainly does not help matters when an influential 
doctor manages plum postings perpetually solely because of his 
connections, and his better qualified counterpart is denied an op-
portunity to upgrade his skills at a higher institute for want of po-
litical push.   

Mr. Abdullah needs to cure the system of its ills – Kashmiri doc-
tors working abroad will find that enough of an incentive to serve 
their own people. For, how can specialists in greener climes be mo-
tivated to come back when the heroic efforts of those who already 
work in Kashmir go unappreciated?

The article is an editorial from KO's Archives
and was originally published don June 12, 2022
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This book is an amalgamation of many versions from both sides of this man-made border. It speaks of the yearning 
for houses, bazaars of Karachi, of a man’s home in Jalandhar whose stone plaque made his way back to him after so 
many years. Of that house, that childhood, that courtyard, those summers, those winters

Ghost World is 
also a powerful 

evocation of what 
it is like to drift, 
ghost-like, through 
a nondescript, 
soulless urban 
environment that 
is itself ghostly. Full 
of quirky characters 
and memorable 
images, Ghost 
World manages, 
paradoxically, to 
represent boredom 
and ennui vividly and 
entertainingly

PARITION POSTCARD 
The book “Remnants of Separation” by Aanchal Malhotra documents tragedy per square meter

BOOK REVIEW

Khann Ahmad Hilal

History is brutal. History is 
terrific too. History can 
never be erased from 

memories. Historical facts and 
events cry to be documented 
for the future. History, always, 
has a lesson for the future. To 
revisit the past is to relive a 
time gone by, and learn from 
it. Partition is not an event of 
the past. Its consequences are 
still in operation. Its heaviness 
continues to weigh down. Its 
ingredients are personal and 
not negotiable with another. A 
partition divides families and 
friends, colleagues, and people 
who love one another. It cre-
ates turmoil.  Partition of Hin-
dustan in 1947 spilled blood 
on the streets. Innocents were 
trampled. A mad orgy of sorts 
it was. This painful history and 
the remnants left behind are 
beautifully weaved by Aanchal 
Malhotra.

The book titled ‘Remnants 
of Separation’ is a treasure of 
memories. It is one of the ex-
ceptional attempts by Aanchal 
to relive the past through ma-
terial objects that refugees car-
ried with them across the bor-
der when the great and biggest 
human migration happened on 
earth in 1947. It is an archive of 
memory, of stories, of violence, 
of lost friends and relatives.

A nicely woven collection 
of stories on either side of the 
border, the book is the toil of 
the author’s years of painstak-
ing and passionate research. It 
widely talks about familiarity 
and love between Hindus and 
Muslims which was seen as the 
precedent of two communities 
during undivided India. When 
Lahore and Amritsar, Karachi 
and Bombay, Phulkari and Pash-

mina, Topi, Tika, and Turban 
were all one.  But then came to 
the unholy rush, brutality, and 
madness seeped in that turned 
homes into houses, friends into 
foes. Neighbours turned mur-
derers, Burglars, and maraud-
ers. Relationships changed. 
The same Lahore and Amritsar 
drenched in the blood of all. In 
the smell of burning limbs and 
bones. People became strang-
ers to the very place they called 
home. There are some passages 
in time whose horrors should 
never be repeated. The parti-
tion is one such horror. It has 
evolved people into stories.

Time swallows the past. 
The past can reside in odd 
heirlooms and fraying books, 
within the folds of clothes and 
the embroidered ends of hand-
kerchiefs, in the pearl drop of 
an old erring, and the rustic of 
an ancient and abandoned lock. 
These are the quietest bearers 
of personal histories. The sto-
ries told through the material 
objects have a way of inspiring 

the mind to remember things it 
might have forgotten. Objects 
which they hold very close and 
dear. Associated with them are 
memories, which sustain them, 
which they wish had never 
had. Memories still hold their 
keepers to their homes, to that 
land that nourished their souls. 
Stories that remain in families 
scar so much so that it is rarely 
revealed to the generations to 
come. Some believed that it 
is essential to remember the 
past, whereas some thought 
it is better to forget the bitter 
memories but human memory 
is fragile. It only carries memo-
ries, too heavy to bear. Memory 
dilutes but the object remains 
unaltered.

Well-written stories about 
soil and rain, fields and clouds, 
families and their traditions and 
customs, about love and rela-
tionship, about landscape and 
language, music and art, litera-
ture and poetry, about accounts 
and anecdotes, longing and loss, 
melancholic and paralyzing nos-

talgia. The book delves into hu-
man memory to re-tell a story 
and re-visit places and relations. 
The author has penned down 
stories with great impartiality 
with sensitivity and conviction 
about the wounds that the peo-
ple of the two nations have col-
lectively inherited with a heart-
warming and engaging language.

This book is an amalgamation 
of many versions from both 
sides of this man-made border. 
It speaks of the yearning for 
houses, bazaars of Karachi, of a 
man’s home in Jalandhar whose 
stone plaque made his way 
back to him after so many years. 
Of that house, that childhood, 
that courtyard, those summers, 
those winters. It touches the 
right chords of your heart and 
mind. Memories attached to 
the objects ranging from kitch-
en utensils to books and poems 
will take you on a nostalgic 
journey and leave you with a 
longing saga of a past that you 
haven’t lived. Every story is 
written with subtle rawness 
and honesty and delicacy. It is 
reliving a great tragedy through 
material memory. The accounts 
of people interviewed in the 
book are moving and make the 
reader’s eyes wet as we travel 
back to the 75-year-old horror.

Aanchal has reclaimed the 
impression of shared history by 
rekindling subcontinental sto-
ries. She truly is an inspiration 
to the writers of our genera-
tion.  This book is worth a grab. 
It will be like a walk through a 
museum in the pages of a book 
that surely will leave an impact 
on you and will transport you to 
the days of partition.

The author is from Keran 

Kupwara and can be reached at 

khanahhilal@gmail.com

Defining Graphic Novels to Read
David Brauner

For someone who teaches about 
the graphic novel, compiling an 
all-time top five list is challeng-

ing. It’s not just the way that such a 
list is compiled, making agonising 
decisions over which favourites to 
exclude, but also because it raises 
tricky questions of definition. That 
the term refers not just to fiction 
but to life-writing, as in all manner 
of memoirs, diaries and so on, is ac-
cepted – but beyond that there is 
little consensus.

If there are multiple volumes (as 
with Neil Gaiman’s The Sandman or 
the Hernandez brothers’ Love and 
Rockets series), should the whole se-
ries be counted as one epic graphic 

novel, or should only individual vol-
umes be eligible?

And what about a book like Phoe-
be Gloeckner’s The Diary of a Teen-
age Girl(2002), which tells the story 
of an authorial alter-ego, Minnie, 
through a combination of prose di-
ary entries, illustrations with cap-
tions, comic-strip narratives, letters, 
poems and photographs? Or Joe 
Sacco’s comic-strip documentary 
journalism?

I’ve chosen five books that I (and 
many others) regard as central to 
the graphic novel canon. They are all 
richly textured, powerful, nuanced 
books that are immediately arresting 
but also reward repeated re-reading. 

1. Watchmen (1987)
Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons’ 

Watchmen works on so many levels 
– it is, among other things, a who-
dunnit, a love story, a commentary 
on Cold War politics and an explo-
ration of fundamental philosophical 
and ethical questions.

Watchmen is an homage to – and 
a deconstruction of – the classic su-
perhero comic-strip narrative, which 
in turn has inspired numerous sub-
sequent revisions of the genre, from 
Pixar’s The Incredibles (2004) to the 

Marvel Comics (and later MCU’s) 
Avengers civil war storyline.

Shifting points of view, disrupt-
ing chronology, layering texts within 
texts, Watchmen is a hugely ambi-
tious narrative that discloses new 
details with every fresh reading. It’s 
also a real page-turner.

2. Maus (1991)
Art Spiegelman’s masterpiece, 

Maus, probably did more than any 
other graphic novel to make readers 
and critics take this genre seriously.

It’s the story of the author’s father, 
Vladek, who survived Auschwitz, as 
well as the story of Spiegelman’s re-
lationship with him. Controversially 
representing Jews as anthropomor-
phised mice, preyed upon by Ger-
man cat-people and often betrayed 
by Polish pig-people, Maus never-
theless resists stereotypes. The novel 
represents both its author and his 
father as flawed, complex individu-
als who struggle in different ways 
to deal with the legacy of a trauma 
that makes itself felt in every aspect 
of their lives. 

3. Ghost World (1997)
Daniel Clowes’ Ghost World is 

the shortest – and at first glance 
the most straightforward – of my 

choices. It’s a bittersweet tale of the 
friendship, and gradual estrange-
ment, of recent high-school gradu-
ates Enid and Becky.

Cynical and vulnerable, with a 
sardonic sense of humour and a 
nostalgic streak, Enid is, in part, a 
portrait of the artist as a young girl 
grappling with her sexuality, eth-
nicity and her conflicting expecta-
tions of herself.

But Ghost World is also a powerful 
evocation of what it is like to drift, 
ghost-like, through a nondescript, 
soulless urban environment that is 
itself ghostly. Full of quirky charac-

ters and memorable images, Ghost 
World manages, paradoxically, to 
represent boredom and ennui vividly 
and entertainingly.

4. Jimmy Corrigan, the Smartest Kid 
on Earth (2000)

Chris Ware’s Jimmy Corrigan was 
the first graphic novel to be awarded 
major literary prizes on both sides 
of the Atlantic – the American Book 
Award and The Guardian First Book 
Award.

Like Watchmen, Jimmy Corrigan 
has a complex, non-linear structure 
and subverts conventional notions 
of (super)heroism. Like Maus, it is 

a book about fathers and sons; and 
like Ghost World, it has a protagonist 
who is drifting aimlessly through 
life, alienated from the world around 
him.

Yet it is visually and formally more 
radical than any of the other books 
on this list. Chris Ware’s dark palette 
and landscape format and his use of 
diagrams, instructions and defini-
tions make the book, as an object 
and text, highly unusual. In terms of 
narrative, too, Ware is a great inno-
vator – the absence of exposition and 
page numbering, the abrupt transi-
tions between a historical narrative 
focusing on Jimmy’s grandfather and 
the present-day narrative focusing 
on Jimmy, the use of surreal dream 
sequences and the disruption of con-
ventional panel sequencing all make 
Jimmy Corrigan challenging.

But it’s well worth the effort. It is 

a beautiful, heartbreaking story that 
has been much imitated but never 
bettered.

5. Fun Home (2006)
Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home is a 

self-consciously literary coming of 
age novel that pays homage to James 
Joyce, Marcel Proust and Oscar Wil-
de, among others.

It is a moving memoir about the 
author’s relationship with her father, 
whose queer sexuality finds an echo 
in her lesbianism, and whose (pos-
sible) suicide haunts the book.

Adapted as an award-winning 
musical, Fun Home reached an audi-
ence that might never have encoun-
tered the bestselling graphic novel. 
Yet while Fun Home the musical is 
fun, just like the film adaptations of 
Watchmen and Ghost World, it can’t 
quite do justice to the complexity of 
the original.

What I hope a reading of these 
titles will demonstrate to any new-
comers is that these are not just 
great graphic novels but great works 
of art. The term graphic novel was 
initially deployed in order to confer 
intellectual credibility on what had 
been previously seen as a trivial form 
of entertainment aimed primarily at 
children. But the works listed above 
rival anything done in the novel form 
over the same period – some of the 
most innovative and exciting work in 

fiction and life-writing is being done 
right now in the graphic novel form.

By arrangements with The 

Conversation
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High-Level Delhi
targeted killings in Kashmir since May 1.
A woman teacher hailing from the Samba 

district of the Jammu region was shot dead 
by militants at a school in south Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district on Tuesday. On May 18, mili-
tants had entered a wine shop at Baramulla in 
North Kashmir and threw a grenade, killing 
one person from the Jammu region and injur-
ing three others.

Policeman Saifullah Qadri was shot dead out-
side his residence in Srinagar on May 24 while 
television artiste Amreen Bhat was gunned 
down in Budgam two days later.

The high-level meeting chaired by Shah 
was the second such exercise in less than a 
fortnight.

Union Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla, 
Director of Intelligence Bureau Arvind Kumar, 
Director General of Central Reserve Police 
Force Kuldiep Singh, Border Security Force 
chief Pankaj Singh, and Jammu and Kashmir 
Director General of Police Dilbag Singh among 
other key officials took part in the meeting.

Earlier, Shah had an informal meeting with LG 
Manoj Sinha, Arvind Kumar, Secretary of RAW 
Samant Goel and DGP of Jammu and Kashmir 
Dilbagh Singh.
Take Steps

(Pandits and outsiders) immediately to se-
cure places and put security around them,” he 
told reporters.

Calling for immediate steps to halt the spate 
of killings, Tankha said affected people should 
be taken into confidence so they feel safe.

“The government should secure all affected 
people and their offices...and this has to be 
done in the next 24 hours, as we do not want 
to hear that more innocents have died,” he said.

Noting that the unity of the country is 
most important, Tankha said enough security 
and protection should be provided to vulner-
able people so they don’t have to move out of 
Kashmir.

“Don’t let migration happen from Kashmir as 
it is not good for Kashmir and is neither in the 
country’s interest. Through this appeal I expect 
the central government to come out clearly 
and spell out the roadmap for restoring peace 
and normalcy in Kashmir,” the Rajya Sabha MP 
said.

The Kashmir issue is complex and it is unfor-
tunate that there is a lack of statesmanship in 
addressing it, Tankha said.

“Kashmir problem is bigger than any law. 
You have to look at Kashmir holistically, you 
can’t look at in a microscopic way.

“I had stated during the debate in Parliament 
that Kashmir is larger than Article 370. Article 
370 is a law which has been diluted, but 
Kashmir is a larger issue than 370 and to ad-
dress it you need a lot of statesmanship, which 
was lacking,” he noted.

He also demanded that the government pro-
vide compensation to those killed while per-
forming their official duties.

“If you want peace, if you want amity, you 
have to address the stakeholders. You cannot 
achieve peace in Kashmir without talking to 
stakeholders, and history speaks out. I have not 
seen any such attempt in Kashmir....what I have 
seen is that you thought of resolving Kashmir 
through propaganda.

“If things could be resolved through propa-
ganda, then Hitler would have won the world. 
Propaganda is good, but to a limited extent, 

only as a means of reaching out...it can’t be the 
basis of peace,” the Congress leader said.

Tankha said what is now happening in 
Kashmir is targeted killings not just of 
Kashmiri Pandits but also of outsiders working 
in the Kashmir valley.

Citing data, he said around 10,000 outsid-
ers are working in the Kashmir valley and it is 
the responsibility of the government to ensure 
their safety.

He said Kashmiri Pandits and outsiders were 
living in fear and wanted to move out of the 
valley.

The Congress spokesperson said the BJP gov-
ernment cannot blame the past happenings for 
the current situation in the union territory.

Kashmir has been on the boil for the last 
few days following targeted killings, including 
those of Pandits and outsiders.

Scores of Kashmiri Pandits, employed under 
prime minister’s package in 2012, have been 
staging protests and threatening exodus since 
the May 12 killing of Rahul Bhat, a government 
employee, in Chadoora area of Budgam district. 
Several more targets have been bumped off by 
militants since.
3 Soldiers, Civilian

has started at Rishipora area of #Anantnag. 
Police and security forces are on the job. 
Further details shall follow,” Kashmir Police 
posted earlier on its official Twitter handle.

However, in another Tweet hours later, po-
lice said three soldiers were injured in the ini-
tial exchange of fire.

“#AnantnagEncounterUpdate: In the initial 
exchange of fire, three army personnel & one 
civilian got injured. All the injured were imme-
diately airlifted to 92 base hospital #Srinagar 
for treatment & are stated to be stable. 
#Operation going on,” the Tweet read.

The encounter in Verinag comes a day af-
ter two non-locals, including a Bank Manager 
from Rajasthan were shot dead by militants in 
two separate attacks in Kulgam and Budgam 
districts of the Valley.

Meanwhile, two non-locals on Friday sus-
tained minor injuries in a grenade blast in 
Zainapora area of South Kashmir’s Shopian 
district, police said.

“Militants lobbed grenade at Aglar 
Zainapora, resulting in minor injuries to two 
non locals,” Kashmir police posted on its offi-
cial Twitter handle.

The police further said that the area has 
been cordoned off.

A local news agency GNS quoted an un-
named police officer as saying that both the 
injured have been shifted to nearby hospital 
for treatment where their condition is stated 
to be stable.

The officer further said that a case has been 
registered in this regard and investigation tak-
en up.
ADC To Record

days with effect from 4th to 15th of this 
month during office hours to get their state-
ment recorded,” he added.
No Shifting

around 6,000 employees at various places 
who demanded their relocation outside the 
Valley.

But officials Friday argued that the Jammu 
and Kashmir administration cannot be a 
party to any “ethnic-cleansing” scripted from 

across the border by agreeing to the demand 
of Kashmiri Pandit employees to be shifted out 
of the Valley.

They also asserted the killing of soft tar-
gets by militant groups won’t deter them from 
holding the annual Amarnath Yatra.

Over two lakh pilgrims have already regis-
tered themselves for the annual pilgrimage, 
they said.

The militant groups working at the behest of 
“countries fomenting terrorism” are worried 
by the return of normalcy in the Valley and 
therefore, soft targets are picked up to instil 
fear among the masses and create chaos, they 
said.

The J&K administration is not going to be 
bogged down by this, they said, exuding con-
fidence that the security forces would put an 
end to these targeted killings like they did in 
October 2021 when militants carried out a 
spate of targeted attacks including on promi-
nent chemist M L Bindroo and a Sikh teacher.

The officials said the Amarnath Yatra was 
a symbol of Kashmir’s composite culture and 
will go on despite some threat perception 
which will be handled.

They said these targeted killings show that 
militant groups’ ability to strike at protected 
targets has shrunk, and therefore soft targets 
are being approached.

They said there was an evil design behind 
these targeted killings and cautioned that the 
attacks were not to create a division between 
Hindus and Muslims but to establish one 
“nizam” in the Valley.

For this they can kill anyone who doesn’t 
follow their line, they said, pointing out that 
Muslims have also been killed by these groups.

The officials, while talking about prospects 
of holding elections in the union territory, said 
this was a decision that would be taken by the 
Election Commission only.
Protesting Employees

south Kashmir’s Kulgam district on Tuesday.
Under the banner of ‘All Jammu-based re-

served categories employees association’, the 
protesters took out a march from the Press 
Club to Ambedkar Chowk on Thursday and fol-
lowed it by another sit-in at Panama Chowk in 
the heart of the city on Friday.

“We are not going to return to Kashmir to 
resume our duties in the prevailing alarming 
situation following the targeted killings. We 
prefer to die here rather than go back,” said 
Surinder Kumar.

He urged the government to take note of 
their protest and ensure their transfer from 
Kashmir to the Jammu region.

Kumar said they have already served in 
Kashmir for 15 years and “are not willing to 
return to get killed at the hands of terrorists”.

Women teachers, who took part in the pro-
test, expressed their unwillingness to return to 
the Valley because of the security issues.

“Where are the safer zones in Kashmir? We 
have to move out, drop our children at local 
schools and attend to our duties,” a woman 
said.

She said they were living happily with the 
local population in Kashmir over the past de-
cade and claimed that targeted killings have 
triggered fear among them.
KP Body Moves

to protect the lives of the religious minori-
ties and on the other hand does not let them 

leave Kashmir Valley so that they can protect 
their respective lives,” the petition reads.

It further submitted that “As such, it is most 
humbly requested that to accept this repre-
sentation in the Public Interest as the lives of 
the Religious Minorities is at stake due to the 
unethical and callous approach from the UT / 
Central Administration with a further request 
to intervene and take the cognizance on the is-
sue in order to protect the lives,”

The body appealed the court to summon 
all the concerned officers/officials to explain 
which sort of policy and mechanism they have 
derived.

The petitioner further appealed the Chief 
Justice to investigate all the targeted killings 
which happened since 08 June 2020 and all the 
officers and officials whose involvement/lapse 
in the preliminary allegations be suspended 
without any further delay and an SIT be con-
stituted to submit its report within stipulated 
time monitored by the High Court.
Scores Booked

such groups and persons, he said, adding 
relevant sections under the UA(P)A and Indian 
Penal Section have been invoked.

An investigation is underway, he added.

India Rejects
“It is unfortunate that vote bank politics is 

being practised in international relations. We 
would urge that assessments based on moti-
vated inputs and biased views be avoided,” he 
added.

Bagchi was responding to media queries on 
the report

“As a naturally pluralistic society, India val-
ues religious freedom and human rights. In 
our discussions with the US, we have regularly 
highlighted issues of concern there, including 
racially and ethnically motivated attacks, hate 
crimes and gun violence,” he said.

The India section of the report mentioned 
incidents of attacks on the religious minorities

“Attacks on members of religious minority 
communities, including killings, assaults, and 
intimidation, occurred throughout the year. 
These included incidents of cow vigilantism’ 
against non-Hindus based on allegations of 
cow slaughter or trade in beef,” said the India 
section of the report.
LG Condoles Bhajan

Deepest condolences to family and countless 
admirers”.
SIDCO Manager

availing financial assis-
tance from bank, an ACB 
spokesperson said Friday.

The complainant, he 
said, had approached J&K 
Bank for financial assis-
tance to expand his in-
dustrial unit in Khunmoh 
for which he was asked 
to submit an NOC from 
SIDCO.

Accordingly, the 
spokesperson said, the 
unit holder prepared file 
and completed all paper 
work and approached 
SIDCO office Bemina. The 
State Manager SIDCO, 
he said, demanded Rs 

5000 from himself and Rs 1 lakh for General 
Manager, Khursheed Ahmad for issuance of the 
required NOC in favour of the complainant.

“As the complainant don’t want to pay any 
bribe, he approached ACB with request for 
necessary legal action against these corrupt 
officers for demand of bribe of ₹ 1.05 lakh,” he 
said.

“As the contents of the complaint prima facie 
disclose the commission of offence under sec-
tion 7 of the PC Act 1988 & section 120-B of the 
Indian Penal Code hence immediately case FIR 
No 23/2022 was registered at PS ACB Srinagar 
and investigations were started,” he added.

After registering the case, the ACB spokes-
person said that a team was constituted that 
laid a successful trap and caught Fayaz Ahmad 
Khan red-handed while demanding and ac-
cepting bribe from the complainant.

“He was arrested on the spot by the ACB 
team. The bribe money was also recovered 
from his possession in presence of indepen-
dent witnesses. Further investigation is going 
on,” he added.
J&K Sees Nine

from various hospitals from Kashmir divi-
sion,” they said.

Also, the officials said that the death toll in 
the pandemic remained unchanged at 4752 in 
J&K, as no fresh fatality was reported during 
the last 24 hours.
Police Told To 

un-authorized/un registered Portal Based 
News Channels operating through various so-
cial media platforms in the District,” reads an 
official order.

It further said that, “Some of them are also 
indulging in misinformation campaign and 
fake News against government/administration. 
Some government functionaries also face ha-
rassment in face of their activities. Such portals 
and persons involved need to be checked prop-
erly in order to avoid emergence of any Law and 
Order situation and ensure public tranquillity.”

“You are requested to kindly identify all 
such fake media groups operating in the 
District without any proper registration, and 
also verify the antecedents and source of 
funding of all so-called journalists who oper-
ate these illegal portals without any authori-
zation and furnish the same to this office, so 
that action as warranted under the relevant 
provisions of Law is taken against them,” the 
order adde

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 

BSF Developing 
Counter Drone, Anti-
Tunnel Tech: DG
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Border Security Force is 
continuously working to develop counter-
drone and anti-tunnel technologies to 
effectively check cross-border drugs and 
arms smuggling and militants infiltration 
bids along the India-Pakistan border, force 
chief Pankaj Kumar Singh said on Friday.

The BSF director general said the 
force has shot down a total of 7 drones 
over the last six months (December 
2021-May 2022) and has detected 
three underground tunnels along the 
Pakistan border between January, 2021 
to May, 2022.

"We are keeping a strict vigil on 
cross-border drone activities through 
which drugs and arms are smuggled 
and underground tunnels which are 
used for infiltration by terrorists. The 
BSF is also working to develop effective 
technologies to check drones and un-
derground tunnels," he said.

Singh was speaking during an in-
vestiture ceremony and the annual 
'Rustamji Memorial Lecture' of the bor-
der force. The about 2.65 lakh person-
nel strong force was raised in 1965 and 
it is primarily tasked to guard Indian 
borders with Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Minister of state for home Nityanand 
Rai delivered the keynote speech and 
also honoured a total of 16 personnel, in-
cluding two posthumously, with the po-
lice medal for gallantry. Those decorated 
include second-in-command rank officer 
Deepak Kumar Mandal who laid down 
his life in 2017 while stopping cross-bor-
der cattle smuggling in Tripura.

Mandal, commanding the 145th battal-
ion of the border guarding force, was griev-
ously hit by a four-wheeler by the smugglers 
on October 16 that year and he succumbed 
to his injuries four days later. Thirteen BSF 
personnel were also awarded the gal-
lantry medals for killing three militants 
who attacked the Srinagar (Jammu and 
Kashmir) airfield on October 3, 2017.

Those awarded for this operation in-
clude Assistant Sub Inspector Brijkishor 
Yadav (posthumously) and deputy in-
spectors general S S Guleria and Hari 
Lal among others.

Centre Asks U'khand, J&K, Odisha 
To Ensure Cleanliness During 
Amarnath, Kedarnath & Rath yatras

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre has 
asked Uttarakhand, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Odisha to take 
several steps, including iden-
tification of local swachhata 
brand ambassadors, to ensure 
high levels of cleanliness dur-
ing Kedarnath Yatra, Amarnath 
Yatra and Rath Yatra in the re-
spective states.

Union Housing and Urban 
Affairs Secretary Manoj Joshi 
has written to chief secretaries 
of these states in this regard and 
asked them to provide for suf-
ficient numbers of public toilets 
throughout the approach roads 
to the shrines.

The move comes after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, in his 
'Mann Ki Baat' address to the 
nation on May 29, expressed his 
concern regarding the heap of 
filth in Kedarnath.

According to a statement is-
sued by the ministry on Friday, 

the advisory suggests that plas-
tics and SUPs (single use plastic 
items) should be stopped at the 
base-camp level for Kedarnath 
and Amarnath yatris at the time 
of registration itself.

"All eateries along the ap-
proach roads will need to be 
sensitised about garbage col-
lection, in-situ processing of the 
food waste through waste to 
compost/waste to bio-gas units 
in their premises, usage of bio-
degradable cutlery and bags," 
the statement stated.

In order to prevent indis-
criminate littering by visitors, 
segregated litter bins will have 
to be placed along the approach 
roads along with regular emp-
tying of the same, the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA) said.

"Most importantly, the ad-
visory stresses on large scale 
people participation, whereby 
all local NGOs/CSOs/voluntary 
organisations, self-help groups 

from all villages and towns on 
the approach roads are to be 
identified, sensitised and tagged 
to work in designated area to 
ensure that cleanliness is main-
tained at every step," it stated.

The ministry said "local 
swachhata brand ambassadors" 
should be identified and desig-
nated for the swachh yatra', and 
spread the messages of cleanli-
ness to motivate visitors to be-
have responsibly and help in 
maintaining cleanliness.

According to the statement, 
national teams from MoHUA are 
being deputed to Uttarakhand, 
Jammu & Kashmir and Odisha, 
starting this week, to take stock 
of the preparations underway 
and also to provide inputs for 
improving sanitation and gar-
bage management.

Video-conferencing meetings 
have been scheduled early next 
week to discuss with state, city 
and district officials to discuss 
the preparedness, it added.

Ground-level ozone pollution in Delhi-
NCR in March-April highest in 4 years: CSE

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The summer of 2022 -- one 
of the hottest in history -- has witnessed 
widespread ozone exceedance, making 
the air of Delhi-NCR more toxic, according 
to an analysis conducted by the Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE).

The green think tank's assessment is 
based on the publicly available granu-
lar real time data (15-minute averages) 
from the CPCB's official online portal 
Central Control Room for Air Quality 
Management.

In Delhi-NCR, the researchers captured 
data from 58 official stations.

The analysis tracked exceedances at 
each station. Breach of the standard by 
even one station is considered exceed-
ance by the city. Days with multiple sta-
tions exceeding the standard indicates 
the severity of the spatial spread and 
number of people exposed.

This year, due to the early onslaught of 
heatwaves, the spatial spread of ground-
level ozone started in March itself with 
April being the worst so far, the green 
thinktank said.

The dangerous build-up of ground-
level ozone can happen anytime during 
the year, but it is usually in small pock-
ets. For it to have wider spatial spread, 
hot and sunny weather conditions are 
needed which are generally present in 
summer, especially during May. But this 
year, the frequency and spread of ozone 
exceedance started early -- in the month 
of March.

Ground-level ozone usually exceeds the 
safety standard on all days of summer at 
some locations in Delhi-NCR every year. 
But the spatial spread (number of stations 
exceeding the standard across the city) 
has been much higher this year.

On an average, 16 stations have ex-
ceeded the standard daily this March and 
April, which is 33 per cent increase from 
March and April 2021. During 2020, when 
lockdowns had reduced the precursor 
gases needed for formation of ground-
level ozone, the number was down to 10 
stations daily, the report said.

Dr K S Shooting Range in south 
Delhi is the most chronically affected 
in Delhi-NCR. The ground-level ozone 

concentration exceeded the standard at 
this location for 85 days this March-May.

JLN Stadium, RK Puram and Nehru 
Nagar followed close behind. Greater 
Noida is the major hotspot outside Delhi. 
Faridabad has least instances of ground-
level ozone exceedances in the region, it 
said.

Patparganj in East Delhi registered the 
highest increase in the number of days 
exceeding the standard as compared to 
the average of the last three years. It reg-
istered a dramatic jump of 68 additional 
days with exceedance. It was followed by 
Noida's Sector 116 and Mandir Marg, next 
to the President's Estate.

Siri Fort and Bawana in Delhi registered 
the most reduction in the frequency of ex-
ceedances compared to average of previ-
ous three years. Their exceedances were 
down by over 40 days this year. Gurugram 
Sector 51, Dwarka Sector 8, and Najafgarh 
were other locations with the maximum 
improvement.

After Delhi-NCR that recorded ozone 
exceedance on almost all days of this 
summer, Mumbai with 75 days of ex-
ceedance was the second-most impacted 
metro.

Kolkata-Howrah and Hyderabad regis-
tered 43 days of exceedance each. Even 
though the number of exceedance days in 
Kolkata-Howrah has been lower than that 
of Mumbai, its citywide concentration is 
30 per cent higher than in Mumbai for 
this summer season.

The CSE said the complex chemistry 
of ozone makes it a difficult pollutant to 
track and mitigate. Ground-level ambi-
ent ozone is not directly emitted from 
any source. It is produced from complex 
interactions between NOx and volatile or-
ganic compounds (VOCs) that are emitted 
from vehicles, power plants, factories, and 
other combustion sources.

These undergo cyclic reactions in the 
presence of sunlight to generate ground-
level ozone. VOCs can also be emitted 
from natural sources, such as plants.

This highly reactive gas has serious 
health consequences. Those with respira-
tory conditions, asthma, chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, and particularly 
children with premature lungs and older 
adults are at serious risk.



Srinagar | Saturday | 04-06-2022 07STATE
Army’s Strategic Conclave 
Discusses ‘Gray Zone Warfare’
Veterans, Experts Share Ideas To Prepare Military Commanders For Future

"THE ARMY COMMANDER 
EMPHASIZED that the 
‘Gray Zone Warfare’ is 

ongoing for Northern Command 
in J&K and Ladakh by exploiting 
the space between peace and 
war, also referred to as ‘No War 
No Peace’, and the military 
commanders have to discern 
the threats through thinly 
veiled indicators,”

Observer News Service

UDHAMPUR: Amid a sudden 
spike in militant attacks in 
Kashmir Valley and the contin-
ued stalemate along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern 
Ladakh, the army’s Northern 
Command organized a three 
day ‘Strategic Conclave’ aimed 
to prepare the military com-
manders for future.

In this unique event, a defence 
spokesperson said Friday, do-
main experts from defence, stra-
tegic and nation studies shared 
their insights on the salient as-
pects of ‘Gray Zone Warfare’ and 
its manifestations which have a 
direct bearing and connection to 
myriad levels of warfare.

He said the eminent speakers 
who participated in the event 
included three former Army 
Commander, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Praveen Bakshi, Lieutenant 
General DS Hooda, Lieutenant 
General Anil Chauhan, besides 
three former Corps Command-
ers - Lieutenant General SA Has-
nain, Lieutenant General SL Nar-
simhan, and esteemed writers 
and senior specialists, Mr Nitin 
Gokhale,  Mr Jaydev Ranade, 
Mr Claude Arpi and Mr Vijay 
Gokhale (Ex Foreign Secy) and 
senior serving military officers.

“Northern Command faces 
the unique challenge of the 
‘Two and a Half Fronts’ with 
live phenomenon of Gray Zone 
Warfare. While the recently 
concluded ‘North Tech Sympo-
sium’ was aimed at integrat-

ing niche technology into the 
Armed Forces under the ‘Rak-
sha Atmanirbharta’ dominion, 
the Strategic Conclave strived 
to reinforce the strategic think-
ing culture and develop un-
derstanding on joint ‘Response 
Mechanism’ in the Diplomatic, 
Informational, Military and 
Economic (DIME) spheres 
through these deliberations,” 
the spokesperson said.

He said that the endeavor of 
Northern Command remains to 
forge a force with the ability to 
address the ‘Gray Zone Conun-
drum’ and its relationship with 
various levels of war.

“Gray Zone Warfare will 
manifest into a range of ac-
tivities that were traditionally 
considered beyond the scope of 
military actions, yet the Armed 
Forces have to respond with 
clear eye on the escalatory ma-
trix,” the spokesperson said.

He further said that Lt Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi, General Of-
ficer Commanding in Chief, 
Northern Command expressed 

gratitude to the eminent speak-
ers, for having crafted their 
thoughts after detailed analysis.

Dwivedi, he said, also 
thanked the speakers for their 
valuable recommendations for 
the ‘Whole of Nation Approach’ 
towards countering the current 
and future threats.

According to the spokesper-
son, the Army Commander re-
marked that the conclave also 
intended to address the issues 
of civil military jointness in de-
cision making, the lines of effort 
encompassing the entire con-
struct of DIME and the interdis-
ciplinary response to the threats.

“The Army Commander em-
phasized that the ‘Gray Zone 
Warfare’ is ongoing for North-
ern Command in J&K and La-
dakh by exploiting the space 
between peace and war, also re-
ferred to as ‘No War No Peace’, 
and the military command-
ers have to discern the threats 
through thinly veiled indica-
tors,” he said.

He said that Dwivedi also 
stressed that there is a need to 
take a relook at the technologi-
cally enabled ‘Human Resource 
Management’ to meet these fu-
ture challenges.

“The Army Commander in-
dicated to the participants that 
the future holds unique chal-
lenge for all of us; and strategic 
calculation, cooperation and 
understanding among all stake-
holders should be the mantra to 
secure internal calm and external 
peace,” the spokesperson added.

Several PM Package Employees 
Reach Jammu
Says Environment Of Apprehension Prevails In Kashmir

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Several Kashmiri Pandits, 
who have got jobs in the valley 
under Prime Minister's employ-
ment package, have reached here 
along with their families and said 
an environment of apprehension is 
prevelant in the valley owing to the 
recent spate in the targeted killings 
by terrorists.

The Pandits said they have 
heaved a sigh of relief on reach-
ing their township at Jagti in the 
outskirts of Jammu after spending 
sleepless nights in their rented ac-
commodations in the Kashmir over 
the past few weeks.

Nearly 4000 displaced Kashmiri 
Pandits are working in different de-
partments in the valley after their 
selection under Prime Minister's 
employment package which was 
announced in 2008 having two ma-
jor components one pertaining to 
the provision of 6000 jobs for youth 
and another pertaining to the provi-
sion of 6000 accommodation units 
for the recruited employees.

The process of filling the remain-
ing 2000 odd jobs is in progress 
along with construction of 4000 
accommodation units.

An environment of apprehen-
sion is prevailing in Kashmir in the 
wake of the selective killings in dif-
ferent parts of the valley. We lost 
our colleague Rahul Bhat who was 
shot dead inside his office in Bud-
gam district on May 12 and decid-

ed to leave for Jammu, Deepankar 
Raina said.

He said the majority of the PM 
package employees were reluc-
tant to stay back but the govern-
ment sealed the transit camps with 
barbed wire and did not allow the 
occupants to leave.

Our only demand is our reloca-
tion outside Kashmir which, we 
believe, is not safe for us. The gov-
ernment is talking about our re-
location to secure places but Bhat 
was working in a well secured of-
fice and so was the banker Vijay 
Kumar who was gunned down in-
side his office in Kulgam district on 
Thursday, Raina said.

He said they have to move out of 
the secured accommodation to at-
tend their duties and buy daily use 
items like vegetables and milk.

Another employee Amit Koul 
said he has decided not to return 
to Kashmir and put his life and his 
family in danger.

Our only demand is relocation of 
PM package employees out of the 
valley. We are ready to serve any-
where else till the situation returns 
to normal, he said.

Jagnesh Kumar said fear psy-
chosis has gripped the community 
who are presently living in the val-
ley and many of them who were 
living in rented accommodations 
in Kupwara, Baramulla, Anantnag 
and Budgam have already left for 
Jammu.

We are watching the devel-

opments from Srinagar to Delhi 
where a high-level meeting is un-
der progress. Kashmir belongs to us 
and we are ready to serve there but 
the government needs to provide a 
secure atmosphere, he said.

He said the repeat of the 1990-
like situation is on cards due to the 
failure of the security agencies to 
check the targeted killings.

Kashmiri pandits left enmass 
for Jammu in 1990 and the ground 
realities are forcing the miniscule 
community to leave the valley 
again, he said.

A woman employee, accompa-
nied by her husband and a minor 
child, said since the killing of Bhat, 
every day was a nightmare for the 
family. We had sleepless nights in 
our rented accommodation over 
the past few weeks and thinking of 
going back to the valley is impos-
sible, she said.

Though the exact number of 
pandit families who have returned 
from Kashmir to Jagti township 
could not be ascertained officially, 
social activist Sunil Pandita claimed 
that dozens of families have come 
back from the valley over the past 
two days.

The spurt in violence is the re-
flection of the failure of the govern-
ment and exposed the false claims 
of normalcy returning to the valley 
in the aftermath of the abrogation 
of Article 370. Heads should roll at 
the highest level in the Union Terri-
tory, he said.

Azad Loyalists Who Skipped ‘Nav Sankalp 
Shivir’ Served Show-Cause Notice

Agencies

JAMMU: Infighting in the Jammu 
and Kashmir Pradesh Congress 
Committee (JKPCC) refuses to die 
down. The party on Friday issued 
show-cause notices to two former 
legislators, who are believed to have 
close ties with Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
for not attending the party’s ‘Nav 
Sankalp Shivir’ at Patnitop.

The party insiders said that two 
separate notices were served to former 
MLA Vikar Rasool Wani and former 
MLC G N Monga for attending a private 

party in Srinagar instead of the Con-
gress’s official programme in Patnitop.

The Congress leaders were asked 
to clear their position in two weeks 
to save themselves from any disci-
plinary action. The JKPCC had or-
ganised a Nav Sankalp Shivir where 
senior party leaders, former minis-
ters, former legislators, PCC office 
bearers, DCC Presidents, and heads 
of front outfits were invited.

The shivir was supervised by AICC 
in charge of J&K Affairs Rajani Patil. 
However, none from former Chief 
Minister Gulam Nabi Azad’s camp 

attended the meeting.
Sources said that some lead-

ers from the Azad group camped in 
Srinagar and held a private lunch 
party, which mocked the party's pro-
gramme at Patnitop.

This is not the first time that the 
Azad and Mir groups have fought 
against each other. Earlier, 24 lead-
ers including former ministers, for-
mer legislators and office bearers of 
Ghulam Nabi Azad group revolted 
against the PCC chief Ghulam Ah-
mad Mir and resigned from their or-
ganisational posts—(KNO)

Crackdown On Fake Media 
Groups in Budgam Likely

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: Taking lead from Ram-
ban, District Magistrate (DM) Bud-
gam Friday asked the police to 
identify fake media groups operat-
ing without proper registration.

He has also asked the police to 
“verify the antecedents, and source 
of funding of all so-called journal-
ists, who operate the illegal portals 
without any valid degree, qualifi-
cation and authorization from the 
competent authority.”

 "It has been observed that there 
is unchecked growth of illegal/un-
authorized/un registered Portal 
Based News Channels operating 
through various social media plat-
forms in the District," reads a gov-
ernment order.

It further said that, "Some of them 

are also indulging in misinformation 
campaigns and fake news against 
the government/administration. 
Some government functionaries also 
face harassment in the face of their 
activities. Such portals and persons 
involved need to be checked proper-
ly in order to avoid emergence of any 
Law and Order situation and ensure 
public tranquility."

"You are requested to kindly 
identify all such fake media groups 
operating in the District without 
any proper registration, and also 
verify the antecedents and source 
of funding of all so-called journal-
ists who operate these illegal por-
tals without any authorization and 
furnish the same to this office, so 
that action as warranted under the 
relevant provisions of Law is taken 
against them,” the order added.

Woman Held For Posting 
Friend's Nudes On Social Media

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A woman was arrested 
by the Cyber Cell here on Friday 
allegedly for sharing nude pic-
tures and videos of her female 
friend on social media, police said.

The accused had captured the 
pictures and videos of the victim, a 
resident of Reasi district, without her 
knowledge during the COVID lock-
down, a police spokesperson said.

The victim recently lodged a 
complaint at the Cyber Police Sta-
tion in Jammu and a case was reg-
istered under relevant sections.

After investigation, the police 
arrested the accused, a resident 

of Janipur locality of Jammu, from 
her relative's house in Chinore in 
the outskirts of Jammu, he said.

Preliminary inquiry has re-
vealed that the accused did so 
due to some personal grudge. She 
first shared the content with a few 
people, including some close rela-
tives of the complainant in Reasi, 
and later posted them on social 
media several times using fake 
accounts, the spokesperson said.

Police are still trying to iden-
tify other people based in Ransoo 
and other areas who may have 
either shared or kept those videos 
or photographs in their mobile 
phones and other devices, he said.

Chief Justice Administers 
Oath Of Office To Newly 
Appointed Judge

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The newly appoint-
ed Judge, Justice Wasim Sadiq 
Nargal, was administered oath 
of office as Additional Judge 
of the High Court of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh here on 
Friday.

Chief Justice, High Court of 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Justice Pankaj Mithal, adminis-
tered the oath of office to Justice 
Wasim Sadiq Nargal at a cer-
emony held at the High Court 
complex Srinagar.

The oath taking ceremony 
was attended by Justice Ali Mo-
hammad Magrey, Justice Dhi-
raj Singh Thakur, Justice Vinod 
Chatterji Koul, Justice Sanjay 
Dhar, Justice Puneet Gupta, Jus-
tice Mohammad Akram Chow-
dhary and Justice Moksha Kha-
juria Kazmi while Justice Tashi 
Rabstan, Justice Sanjeev Kumar, 
Justice Sindhu Sharma, Justice 
Rajnesh Oswal, Mohan Lal and 
Justice Rahul Bharti participated 
in the oath taking ceremony vir-
tually from Jammu.

The proceedings of the cer-
emony were conducted by 
Registrar General of High Court 
of Jammu and Kashmir and La-
dakh, Sanjeev Gupta, who read 
the contents of the notification 

received from Government of 
India, Ministry of Law & Justice, 
Department of Justice, the War-
rant of Appointment issued by 
President of India and the Letter 
of Authorization issued by the 
Lieutenant Governor, Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu & Kashmir, au-
thorising the Chief Justice of the 
High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh, to administer the 
Oath of office to the newly ap-
pointed Judge. The oath taking 
ceremony was also telecasted 
live on Youtube Channel.

The ceremony was also at-
tended by former Judges of High 
Court, Advocate General, Secre-
tary, Department of Law, Justice 
and Parliamentary Affairs, Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir, 
Assistant Solicitor General of In-
dia, Srinagar, President Bar Asso-
ciation, Jammu, Chairman/Con-
venor Bar Association Srinagar, 
Principal District Judge and Chief 
Judicial Magistrate Srinagar, Offi-
cers and staff of the Registry.

With elevation of Justice Wa-
sim Sadiq Nargal as Additional 
Judge of High Court of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh, the 
strength of Judges of the High 
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh has risen to 16 Judges in-
cluding the Chief Justice, against 
the sanctioned strength of 17.

IUST-SKIMS Ink MoU For 
Academic Cooperation

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: The Islamic Uni-
versity of Science and Technolo-
gy (IUST) has inked a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Sher-I-Kashmir Institute 
of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) to 
strengthen research and aca-
demic cooperation between the 
two institutes for the betterment 
of UT's students and researchers. 
The MoU was signed by the Vice 
Chancellor of IUST Prof. Shakil 
A. Romshoo and Director SKIMS 
Prof. Parvaiz A. Koul.

Prof. Romshoo, the Vice-
Chancellor of IUST, described 
the collaboration as very sig-
nificant as it will entail mutual 
co-operation between the two 
institutes to address the needs 
of capacity building and profes-
sional development of gradu-
ates, post-graduates and doc-
toral students belonging to the 
streams of medicine, nursing, 
medical technology and allied 

fields who are pursuing their 
studies at either of the two in-
stitutions. He added that IUST 
will facilitate networking and 
assist in building meaningful 
alliances and consortia among 
academia working on important 
issues affecting people as well 
as link with national and inter-
national agencies for the benefit 
of students, faculty and society.

According to the statement, 
the MoU will help in the op-
timal and efficient use of re-
sources and expertise, academic 
exchange, sharing of equipment 
and facilities, and infrastructure, 
as well as the collection of clini-
cal samples, all of which will 
boost the research and academ-
ics in both the institutes. Fur-
thermore, it will promote col-
laborative programs in mutually 
beneficial areas, mutual sharing 
of facilities such as high-end in-
struments, joint organisation of 
conferences and other outreach 
programs. 

Amarnath Yatra

Coordination Meeting 
Held At Anantnag

Udhampur: Diversion Of Road 
Passing Through Northern 
Headquarters Temporary, 
Says Army

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The diversion of a road 
passing through the northern com-
mand headquarters in Udhampur 
district of Jammu and Kashmir is 
temporary, a defence spokesman 
said on Friday, requesting coopera-
tion of local population in mainte-
nance of law and order.

A statement was issued after 
the residents of Magaini-Kotli 
carried out a protest in front 
of Tiger hill gate on Jammu-
Srinagar national highway near 
the cantonment area against 
the closure of the road passing 
through the northern command.

It is brought to the notice of all 
that the road was not closed but 
traffic was diverted due to secu-
rity reasons in wake of the recent 
killings in the Union Territory 

of J&K and intelligence reports 
about threats to local population 
of Udhampur, the spokesman 
said quoting a joint statement is-
sued by northern command and 
civil administration.

He said it is clarified that the 
diversion is not permanent and 
the decision with respect to se-
curity requirements will be re-
viewed on June 4 in conjunction 
with civil administration and 
unless the situation is critical, 
the traffic will be restored.

Security measures of this na-
ture are temporary and traffic is 
always restored as soon as the 
situation normalizes. The civil 
population, media and political 
organizations are requested to co-
operate in keeping all of us safe 
and in the maintenance of law 
and order, the spokesman said.

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Anantnag, Dr 
Piyush Singla on Friday chaired 
a meeting with various officials 
from Civil Administration, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police, Indian 
Army, Central Reserve Police 
Force, Border Security Force, 
SDRF, Central Industrial Security 
Force and Indo Tibetan Border 
Police to review preparedness 
for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra (SAJY) 
scheduled to commence from 
the end of this month.

The participants discussed 
the Disaster Management Plan 
at length. Dr Singla said that 
the centres have been notified 
and adequate logistical arrange-
ments have been put in place.

The disaster management 
plan and provision of sufficient 
disaster mitigation measures at 
each base/ transit camp was dis-
cussed during the meeting.

Regarding evacuation of pil-
grims and service providers in 
case of an emergency, the DC 
said that preparations have 
been made and appropriate sig-
nages and instructions will be 
displayed in the camps.

There was special emphasis on 
the security aspects of the Yatra. 
The various participating agen-
cies put forth their deployment 
plans. The DC called for synergy 
and coordination among the var-

ious agencies in order to ensure 
a safe and incident free Yatra. 
Discussions were held on alloca-
tion of space to deployed troops 
at various base/ transit camps in 
order to ensure optimum utiliza-
tion of resources.

The officials from Civil Admin-
istration and Police also put forth 
a detailed parking and traffic 
management plan. The DC was 
informed that parking areas have 
been earmarked and will be geo-
tagged to avoid traffic congestion 
due to road side parking. Further, 
the movement plan for vehicles 
ferrying passengers has been fi-
nalized to ensure smooth move-
ment of Yatries.

CEO PDA briefed the partici-
pants regarding preparations for 
opening of the track. He said the 
detailed inspection of the route 
has been carried out and the track 
is being made ready to facilitate 
convenient movement of Yatries, 
employees and ponies. Further, a 
volunteer deployment plan has 
also been formulated and the vol-
unteers will supervise the imple-
mentation of the Sanitation plan 
and functionality of convenience 
enroute the Holy Cave.

The meeting was attended by 
DIG CRPF, SSP Anantnag, ADC, 
Deputy Commandant 1st RR, 
CEO PDA, SDM Pahalgam, SEs 
of R&B, Hydraulics and KPDCL, 
Commandants of BSF, CISF, ITBP, 
SDRF among others.

Newborn Found Dead 
In Hospital Premises

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A newborn was found 
dead in the premises of District 
Hospital Handwara on Friday.

Reports said some people 
spotted the baby lying in the 
premises and informed the hos-
pital authorities about it. A med-
ical team soon after reached the 
spot and took the body into its 
possession.

Aghast over the incident, a 
large number of people, accord-
ing to whom the infant’s body 
had several dog bite marks, as-
sembled near the health facility 
and demanded a thorough in-

vestigation to bring the culprits 
involved to justice.

Medical Superintendent DH 
Handwara Dr. Nissar Ahmad 
told a local news agency GNS 
that a police complaint into the 
matter has been registered.

A police official in the mean-
time told GNS that on Friday 
evening they received informa-
tion about an infant’s body lying 
behind DH Handwara building. 
“A police party was rushed to 
the spot”, the official said add-
ing accordingly an FIR number 
146/2022 under relevant sec-
tions of law has been registered 
for necessary investigations.
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Adventure Tourism 
Holds Big Promise For 
Tourist Footfall In J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A major fillip to 
tourist arrival in Kashmir con-
tinues to be adventure tour-
ism and treks with adventure 
sports activities like mountain 
biking, paragliding, hot air bal-
loon rides, river rafting, trek-
king and camping are picking 
up in Jammu and Kashmir.

The eco-friendly adventure 
tourism not only provides a 
new option for adventure lov-
ers to test their adrenaline 
rush at various adventure des-
tinations in J&K but also helps 
in the well-being of local popu-
lation by providing them new 
employment options.

The idea of conceiv-
ing and strengthening new 
Development Authorities by 
the government was to have 
systematic development of 
tourist locations and explo-
ration of new destinations.  
The Tourism Development 
Authorities focus on adventure 
tourism and keep adventure 
equipment available at the 
tourist locations for hiring by 
the tourists interested in tak-
ing up excited activities.

To provide a unique experi-
ence to tourists and increase 
their footfall, the J&K govern-
ment has prepared a compre-
hensive plan for promoting 
tourism sector in the UT and 
identifying new abundant 

natural beauty and breathtak-
ing landscapes at unexplored 
tourist spots. 

The tourism department has 
developed various tourist cir-
cuits across J&K, laying special 
focus on adventure tourism, 
trekking activities, pilgrimage 
sites, water sports and other 
popular ventures.

Concerted efforts are being 
made to promote sustainable 
destinations and developing 
unexplored places of tourism 
potential while branding J&K 
in the international tourism 
circuit, an official said.

An LG-led initiative is aimed 
at transforming 75 villages of 
the UT known for historical, 
picturesque beauty, and cul-
tural significance into tourist 
villages.

According to an official, 
these 75 offbeat locations 
will provide adventure seek-
ers, trekkers and international 
visitors with an experience of 
nature’s wilderness while also 
creating a livelihood in vil-
lages in the forest environment 
through home-stays, nature 
guides, trek operators, food 
stalls, and forest souvenirs.

It is important to men-
tion that reputed travel brand 
Thomas Cook (India) and its 
Group Company, SOTC Travel 
having identified strong pent-
up demand for outdoor and 
adventure travel, have curated 

a distinctive portfolio, India 
Trekking Tours - timed per-
fectly with the onset of the 
country's trekking season.

26-year-old Bollywood ac-
tress, Sara Ali Khan, recently 
took to Instagram to share a 
series of pictures of herself 
against the most natural back-
drop of mountains, clear skies 
and greenery, as she went out 
trekking. The caption read, 
“Kashmir Ki Kali Is back to your 
Gali Now trekking par Main 
Chali  (sic)”. The Atrangi Re 
Actor was also spotted cooking 
greens at a camping site in the 
cold of the mountains.

Chief Secretary, Arun Kumar 
Mehta, recently showed 
the green flag to hearten-
ing adventure activities of 
the Tourism Department that 
started in Srinagar from the 
Zabarwan hills at Harwan.

Among these adventure ac-
tivities are Paragliding from 
Astanmarg top to Chandpora 
ground. The flight included 
a vertical drop of 2000 feet 
which is a hit with adventure 
lovers and tourists.

Adventure tourism, it may 
be mentioned here, has been 
flagged by the department 
as an added attraction for the 
tourists and many new trek-
king routes thrown open for 
trekkers by the government 
last year were welcomed by 
adventure lovers.

World Bicycle Day 
Commemorated 
In Srinagar
Div Com Flags-Off 
Cycle Rally From 
Ghanta Ghar
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole on 
Friday flagged-off a cycle rally 
from Ghanta Ghar Lal Chowk, 
here to commemorate ‘World 
Bicycle Day’.

The cycle rally was organ-
ised by J&K Sports Council 
(JKSC) in collaboration with 
the Department of Youth 
Services and Sports (DYSS) 
and Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYK).

Addressing the participants 
at the historic Ghanta Ghar, 

the Div Com who was also 
the chief guest on the occa-
sion appreciated the initiative 
of JKSC to celebrate World 
Bicycle Day.

He said besides being a 
sports activity, cycling carries 
a huge socio-economic and 
environmental message. He 
also said that such unique ini-
tiatives should be organized 
more often, adding that the 
purpose of this rally is to cre-
ate awareness about cycling 
among people so that cycling 
becomes a daily routine for 
fitness and a measure to safe-
guard the environment.

Nuzhat Gull, Secretary JKSC, 
Bashir Ahmad Joint Director 

DYSS Kashmir, Nuzhat Farooq 
and Nusrat Gazala, Divisional 
Sports Officers, Balbir Singh 
District Sports Officer DYSS, 
Srinagar, officials from Nehru 
Yuva Kendra, Shabir Khan, 
SDPO Kothibagh PS besides 
other officers and officials 
from JKSC and other govern-
ment departments were pres-
ent at the occasion.

Lal Chowk, the starting 
point of the rally witnessed 
a huge rush of cyclists in the 
wee hours and from here 
the participants pedalled via 
M.A Road-TRC Signal-Dalgate 
along the embankment of 
Dal Lake up to Cheshmashahi 
Crossing and finally culmi-
nating the rally at Botanical 
Garden Parking.

Many hydration points 

were set up en route in 
Srinagar to keep cyclists 
hydrated.

The rally witnessed a mas-
sive participation of cyclists, 
with more than 300 cyclists 
pedalling in the rally besides 
50 officials from other de-
partments including officials 
of JKSC led by Nuzhat Gazala, 
Divisional Sports Officer 
Central, and other employees 
from DYSS besides J&K Police 
and J&K Bank.

Though the United Nations 
General Assembly had de-
clared June 3 to be celebrated 
as World Bicycle Day in 2018, 
in J&K the day was celebrated 
for the first time on Friday.

Don't Give Money To NSFs 
Not Complying With Sports 
Code: Delhi HC To Centre
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High 
Court on Friday directed the 
Centre that no money or assis-
tance shall be provided to na-
tional sports federations (NSFs) 
which are not functioning in 
compliance with the law con-
cerning the administration of 
sports in the country.

No money will go henceforth 
to any entity which does not 
comply with the Sports Code. 
That is the long and short of it. 
What is suffering is the rule of 
law, said the bench, compris-
ing Justices Najmi Waziri and 
Vikas Mahajan.

It is unsporting. (It is) not 
sporting at all not to comply 
with the rules. There are too 
many red cards coming up, the 
court remarked while hearing 
a petition by senior advocate 
Rahul Mehra to ensure compli-
ance with the Sports Code by 
the NSFs.

The court said that compli-
ance shall be done by the end 
of one month and in the mean-
time, assistance to sportsper-
sons through the Sports 
Authority of India would be en-
sured and possibly augmented.

The NSFs which are not com-
pliant shall be put on notice of 
suspension, it further said.

The court was informed 
by the Joint Secretary, Sports 
Ministry that concerted ef-
forts are underway to ensure 
that compliances are made by 
the end of the month and that 
while 15 NSFs were adhering 
with the Sports code, six were 
granted the exemption.

Five NSFs need to amend 
their constitutions and 17 re-
quired major changes, it was 
further said. Lawyer Anil Soni 
appeared for the Centre.

The petitioner disputed the 
Centre's version and empha-
sised that at least 24 NSFs have 
super luminary persons in the 
management which is not en-
visaged by the code and that 
the mandate of 25 per cent of 
the management of NSFs being 
prominent sportspersons of 
outstanding merit was not be-
ing followed.

The court observed that the 
endeavour is that the NSFs 
comply with the legal frame-
work and let them not say 
that the players are going to 
suffer.

In as much as there is an 
unclear picture as to which of 
the NSFs are fully compliant, 
it is therefore prudent that no 

more money or assistance is 
extended to any of the NSFs 
till the next date unless they 
comply. The respondent shall 
ensure that monies, facilities, 
and patronage are extended to 
NSF only if they comply (with 
the sports code) and also the 
orders (passed by the high 
court and the Supreme Court), 
the court ordered.

It is hoped that the entire 
exercise of ensuring compli-
ance shall be completed by 
the end of one month. In the 
interim, however, assistance 
directed to sportspersons 
through the Sports Authority 
of India would be ensured and 
possibly augmented. The NSFs 
which are not compliant shall 
be put on notice of suspension, 
it said.

In its earlier order, the court 
had noted in November 2021, 
the Centre had claimed to have 
recognised 59 NSFs and there 

can be no latitude apropos 
expending monies on entities 
who do not qualify for it in 
law .

In view of the non-compli-
ance with its previous orders, 
the court had sought the pres-
ence of an Officer of the rank of 
Joint Secretary before it.

On May 26, the court had 
asked the Centre to suspend 
NSFs that are not complying 
with the Sports Code, saying 
that it was prudent that no fur-
ther exemptions be granted to 
or lenience be shown to such 
non-compliant entities.

It had stated that compliance 
with the Sports Code is a must 
for the grant of recognition as 
an NSF and unless the entity 
strictly adheres to the code, it 
would disentitle itself from any 
consequential benefits flowing 
from the public fund, such as 
the use of government-owned 
stadia and sports facilities, etc.

The matter would be heard 
next in July.
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