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MEDICAL EMPLOYEES PEN-DOWN STRIKE HITS 
ROUTINE SERVICES IN JAMMU

READING FOR PLEASURE
Reading is likely to become a habit and necessity 
at the same time. It might help someone find ways 
to solve some big riddles of life. For others, it can 
turn into an addictive practice — reading for the 
sake of pleasure.The aim, purpose and meaning of 
reading could be different for different people. An 

Medical employees in most government hospitals across 
the Jammu region observed a three-hour pen-down strike 
Tuesday in support of their various demands including 

Railway Police have busted a gang of criminals involved in the 
copper wire theft here in Kashmir capital Srinagar. A Railway 
Police official said police have arrested seven thieves including a 
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13 Test Corona Positive In 
J&K

 

Observer News Service

 

Srinagar: At least 13 more 
people tested positive for 
Coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday while 
no fresh fatality was reported 
across the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

 

While Jammu division re-
corded just a single new case 
of Covid-19, the remaining 12, 
officials said, were detected 
from several districts of the 
Valley, taking the number 
of people infected since the 
onset of pandemic in J&K to 
453690.

Secret griefs are more 
cruel than public 

calamities

- Voltaire

Widom

Missing Teenager 
Found Dead
Srinagar: A teenager, who 
went missing two weeks ago, 
was found dead on Tuesday in 
Damhal Hanjipora area of south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
According to reports, the body 
of 15-year-old Muzammil Wani 
of Kutpora Shopian was found 
dead near Vishow Nallah at 
Aadbal Watoo More on P6

No New Covid 
Case In Valley
Srinagar: No fresh cases 
of novel Coronavirus were 
detected in Kashmir Valley 
on Tuesday while three 
new cases of infection were 
reported from Jammu division 
of the Union Territory. While 
Kashmir Valley More on P6

8 Militant Associates 
Arrested: Police
Srinagar: Police on Tuesday 
claimed to have busted a Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) module 
in south Kashmir’s Awantipora 
by arresting eight militant 
associates of the outfit.
Based on specific input, several 
suspects were More on P6

Man Arrested For 
Harassing Girl
Jammu: A person, who had been 
allegedly harassing a girl after 
creating a social media account 
in her name, was arrested 
from Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Udhampur district, police said on 
Tuesday. Accused Rohit Sharma, 
a resident of Prowa Jagir in 
Jaganoo area, was identified and 
traced with More on P6

Policeman Killed, Daughter 
Hurt In Soura Attack
Saifullah Qadri 3rd Policeman Killed In Last 19 Days

Zaid Bin Shabir

Srinagar: Unidentified mili-
tants on Tuesday shot dead 
a policeman and injured his 
minor daughter in a broad 
daylight attack in Soura area of 
this capital city, officials said.

Around 5:00 pm Tuesday, un-
known pistol-borne militants 
appeared in Ganai Mohalla in 
Soura area and fired shots from 
point blank range at the police 
constable Saifullah Qadri who 
was leaving home to drop his 
nine -year-old daughter for tu-
ition, officials said.

In the attack, Qadri and 
his daughter Safa sustained 

gunshot injuries. Both of them 
were removed to the nearby 
SK institute of medical science 
(SKIMS) for treatment. However, 
Qadri, who had sustained mul-
tiple gunshot injuries in the 
militant attack, was declared 
brought dead by the doctors.

“He had received bullets in his 
chest and neck. He had already 
passed away when brought to 
the hospital,” SKIMS Medical 
Superintendent, Dr Farooq Jan 
told Kashmir Observer.

However, Qadri’s daughter 
who has received bullet injury 
in her wrist is stable.

Qadri is second policeman 
from Srinagar, More on P6

Residents of Anchar Soura, many among them children, watch blood stained spot where policeman fell to the 
bullets of gunmen on Tuesday

3 Civilians Injured In 
Grenade Attack

At least three civilians on 
Tuesday were injured 
when unknown militants 

hurled a grenade upon 
government forces in south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
According to officials, unknown 
militants lobbed a grenade 
towards a joint team of police 
and CRPF at the busy bus stand 
in Yaripora area of the district 
on Tuesday evening.
The grenade, they said, landed 
in a drain and exploded with 
a bang leaving at least three 
people injured. All the injured 
were shifted to district hospital 
wherefrom one of them was 
referred to Government medical 
College (GMC) Anantnag.
According to officials, the joint 
party fired few rounds in the air 
before cordoning off the area to 
nab the attackers. A local news 
agency More on P6

Polls In J&K 
Anytime Soon: 
BJP MP
Agencies

Srinagar: As the delimita-
tion panel has redrawn 
the new electoral map of 
Jammu and Kashmir, a se-
nior Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader and Member of 
Parliament, K J Alphons on 
Tuesday said that elections 
in the Union Territory will 
happen anytime soon.

“The reorganisation and 
the delimitation of the con-
stituencies have been done. 
The elections will happen 
anytime soon,” Alphons told 
a local news agency KNS.

Hailing the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the BJP leader said that 
he was very happy to see the 
development and infrastruc-
ture building in Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

"I visited many places like 
Pahalgam, Srinagar and all 
other places six months back. 
I saw tremendous changes 
and that is what the Prime 
Minister actually wanted to 
do, to bring back normalcy 
here," he said.

"I was extremely happy to 
see the beautiful roads, great 
infrastructure and hospitals. 
In the past fifty years nothing 
had happened but now we 
see a whole lot of develop-
ment," he said.

He also urged the people 
of the country to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir and enjoy the 
beauty of the place.

“We all need to visit Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh to en-
joy their hospitality, tourism. 
This will create jobs among 
the people,” he added.

On Friday last, the Law 
Ministry issued a notifica-
tion saying that the orders of 
the Delimitation Commission 
which redrew the assembly 
and parliamentary constitu-
encies in Jammu and Kashmir 
will “take effect” from May 
20. The panel’s two orders -- 
one of More on P6

LG Visits Family 
Of Slain KP 
Employee In Jammu

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Tuesday evening visited 
the house of slain Kashmiri 
pandit Rahul Bhat here and 
offered condolences to his 
family, officials said.

Bhat (35), who had got the 
job of a clerk under the spe-
cial employment package for 

migrants in 2010-11, was ac-
cording to police, shot dead 
by Lashkar-e-Taiba militants 
at his office in the Chadoora 
area of central Kashmir's 
Budgam district on May 12.

Sinha visited the bereaved 
family at Ban Talab in the 
outskirts of Jammu and ex-
pressed his condolences to 
his parents, wife and other 
members of 

KPs Continue Protest, Demand 
Relocation Outside Valley

The protest by Kashmiri Pandit employees over the killing 
of their colleague Rahul Bhat entered 13th day on Tuesday 
as the protestors did not resume duties even after 

assurances given by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha during his visit to Sheikhpura migrant camp. The 
employees continued their protest saying they More on P6

BANIHAL SHOCKER

Panel To Probe 'Wrong Death 
Declaration' Of Newborn

Delimitation Panel’s Final 
Order Sent To LS, RS Secretaries

Nomads Fear Losses As Unseasonal 
Snowfall Makes Chenab Valley Cold

How Perfume, Meat, LoC Make 
Kashmir Wildlife ‘Most Targeted’

Press Trust of India

JAMMU: The Directorate of 
Health Services here Tuesday 
constituted a four-mem-
ber panel to probe a com-
plaint against the Banihal 
Community Health Centre 
where a newborn was alleged-
ly wrongly declared dead just 
after her birth, officials said.

Headed by Sanjay Turkey, 
Assistant Director (schemes), 
DHS Jammu, the committee has 
been asked to submit its report 

within two days, they said.
The baby girl had survived 

miraculously after a local res-
ident objected to her burial in 
his fields without his knowl-
edge, forcing her family to dig 
up the grave within an hour of 
the burial.

The incident sparked pro-
tests inside the CHC Banihal, 
also known as sub-district 
hospital Banihal, by the rela-
tives of the girl against the 
medical staff, prompting the 
block More on P6

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The final order of 
delimitation commission that 
redrew Jammu and Kashmir’s 
electoral map has been sent to 
the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
secretaries for laying it in both 
Houses of the Parliament.

According to documents, the 
final order of the commission 
has been sent to the secretar-
ies of the Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha for being laid before the 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

The documents also state 
that a copy of the final order was 

also sent to the Chief Secretary 
of Jammu & Kashmir for laying 
it on the table of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

While the report is expected 
to be tabled in the Parliament 
in the monsoon session in July- 
August, it would be laid before 
the Legislative Assembly of 
Jammu and Kashmir only after 
holding of elections in the UT. 
Jammu & Kashmir is without 
its Legislative Assembly for the 
past three-and-a-half years. On 
May 5, 2020, the delimitation 
commission More on P6

MILITANT FUNDING CASE

Yasin Malik Likely To Be 
Sentenced Today
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: A Delhi court 
is likely to pronounce on 
Wednesday its judgment on 
the quantum of punishment 
for convicted Kashmiri sepa-
ratist leader Yasin Malik, who 
had earlier reportedly plead-
ed guilty of all the charges 
including those under the 
stringent Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA), in a 
militant funding case.

Special judge Praveen 
Singh had on May 19 con-
victed Malik and had direct-
ed NIA authorities to assess 
his financial situation to de-
termine the amount of fine 
likely to be imposed.

Malik is facing a maxi-
mum punishment of death 

penalty, while the minimum 
sentence for the offences 
committed by him is life 
imprisonment.

On May 10, Malik had 
told the court that he was 
not contesting the charges 
levelled against him that in-
cluded section 16 (terrorist 
act), 17 (raising funds for ter-
rorist act), 18 (conspiracy to 
commit terrorist act) and 20 
(being member More on P6

Press Trust Of India

Bhaderwah: Unseasonal snowfall 
in the higher reaches of Chenab 
Valley has left hundreds of no-
madic families in distress as they 
are compelled to halt their onward 
journey along with their livestock.

Cold wave conditions have 
engulfed the upper reaches of 
Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban 
districts, triggering panic 
among the nomads who have 
started their bi-annual migra-
tion from the plains in the union 
territory and Punjab.

Officials said fresh snowfall 
was reported in Kailash Mountain 
Range, Kainthi, Padri Gali, Bhaal 
Padri, Seoj, Shankh Padar, Rishi 
Dal, Gau-Peeda, Gan-Thak, 
Khanni-top, Guldanda, Chattar 
Galla and Asha Pati Glacier sur-
rounding Bhaderwah Valley since 
Monday night.

The unseasonal snowfall was 
also reported from Braid Bal, 
Nehyed Chilly, Sharonth Dhar, 
Katardhar, Kainthi, Laloo Paani, 
Kaljugasar, Duggan Top, Goha 
and Sinthan Top besides the high 
altitude meadows of Gandoh.

These high altitude and 
vast grazing meadows remain 

inhabited by the Gujjar and 
Bakarwal tribes during summers.

Due to unseasonal snow-
fall and severe cold conditions, 
hundreds of tribal families have 
been stuck either on the road 
sides or on the lower reaches at 
different parts of Chenab Valley, 
an official said. More on P6

Swati Joshi

A recent rare picture of 
Kashmiri stag called 
Hangul might’ve left sun-

dry awestruck, but the popula-
tion of this critically-endan-
gered species is decreasing at 
an alarming rate in the valley.

According to the findings of 
Wildlife Trust India, Hanguls, 
markhors and the Himalayan 
musk deer are among the most 
targeted species in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

As the only Asiatic survivor 
of the European red deer fami-
ly, Hangul has been already de-
clared as critically-endangered 
species in Kashmir.

Hangul was distributed in a 
radius of 40 km spreading from 
Karen in Kishenganga to Dorus 
in Lolab valley, Erin catchments 

in Bandipora to Chamba dis-
trict of Himachal Pradesh, as 
per Kashmir’s shikar map pre-
pared by Maharaja Hari Singh.

With continuous encroach-
ment of land, this wildlife spe-
cies loss their habitat and got 
confined to Dachigam National 

Park and adjoining protected 
areas, notes a research paper by 
Riyaz A Bhat.

The latest population monitor-
ing survey of Hangul conducted 
by the Wildlife Department 
revealed that the number of 
Hangul in Dachigam and nearby 
areas is 261. It also mentions a 
sharp decline in the fawn-female 
and male-female ratio of Hangul.

Musk Deer

Native to Afghanistan, India, 
Pakistan and Nepal, musk deer 
was supposed to be extinct in 1948 
until they were sighted in 2009.

The musk deer popular-
ly known as Kasturi in the 
Himalayan regions are catego-
rized as endangered species.

According to a research, seven 
species of musk More on P6

LG, Omar Condemn Killing

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Tuesday condemned the killing of a policeman in Soura area of 
the city. National Conference, Congress, People's Conference 

also condemned the police constable's killing. Constable Saifullah 
Qadri was shot dead and his nine -year-old daughter injured when 
MILITANTS fired indiscriminately at them outside their home in 
Soura on the outskirts of the city, officials said here. More on P6

RAHUL'S WIFE SAID AN ASSURANCE WAS 
given that she will get a better job besides the expenses for the 
education of her daughter would be borne by the government. The 
agitated Kashmiri pandits are demanding adequate compensation 
and a government job for the wife of the deceased.

Do You Get Your Copy of 

KASHMIR 
OBSERVER

Regularly?

 If Not
Irshad Ahmad: 7006276927
Contact Circulation Incharge:

 9797818919



DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

B.
N

 M
G

FIR KO

Wednesday| 06-10-2021

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost my Driving License somewhere bearing DL NO: 
Jk0120200001273  . Now I am applying for the duplicate of  the 
same if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may 
file his/her objection in the office of the RTO Srinagar within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Farhan Zahoor 
S/O Zahoor Ahmad Bhat	 x

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly written in my driving license bearing 
dl no: JK0920110067352 as Ghulam Mohmad Sofi S/o Ghulam 
Hassan Sofi while my correct name is Gh Mohd Sofi S/o Gh Has-
san Sofi   which needs to be corrected .  if anybody having any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
office of the ARTO Kupwara within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 
Gh Mohd Sofi 
S/o Gh Hassan Sofi 	 BMG
R/o Sofipora Magam

Tutor Required 
A female tutor is required for teaching class 2nd student of 
Burn Hall School.
Contact- Dr Manzoor Ahmad 
9419000311	 inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been  wrongly written in my passport bearing No:  
J4358029 as Al Misda Masoom  Father's name: Irshad Ahmad 
Masoom  Mir while my correct name is Al Misda Masoom Mir
Father's name: Irshad Ahmad Masoom Mir which needs to be 
corrected. If anybody having any objection in this regard h e/
she may file his/her objection  In the   Passport office Srinagar 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
Al Misda Masoom Mir
Father's name: Irshad Ahmad Masoom Mir 	
Address: Old Chanapora, Srinagar 
Contact: 6005496724	 x

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost my disability certificate during 2014 floods. 
Now I am applying for the duplicate of the same. If any-
body having any objection in this regard, he/she may file 
the same with the concerned department within seven 
days from the publication of this notice.  No objection 
will be entertained after stipulated time.   
 Shafat Rafiq Dar
S/O:  Mohd Rafiq Dar
R/O: Ibrahim Sector, House No:  9- 1/A 
Housing Colong Bemina Srinagar 	 hko
Contact: 9149561913

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

NOTICE
Where as a joint applica-
tion  has been recieved from 
owner.
Shri : Mohammad Irfan Khan
S/o:    Mohammad Aziz Khan
R/o:   Tharti Mendhar Poonch  

as Transferor) &  Shri. Faiz Hussain  S/o Mohd Fazal  R/o 
Bhati Dhar Poonch.as Transferee) for transfer of Tata 
Sumo Maxi Cab Carriage route permit No.1434/CC/ Bud-
gam vehicle No. JK04C -8325. 
Now  it is therefore notified for general information that 
objections, if any to the proposed transfer of the said 
route permit/vehicle shall be filed in writing in the office 
of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Bud-
gam within a period of 07 days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice in the daily newspaper .

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM. 939
 Dated 24/05/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb	 Budgam Kashmir

Cannes Filmmakers Urge France To Face 
Colonial Past In Algeria, Africa
AFP

Film-makers are holding up 
a mirror to France over its 
colonial past at the Cannes 
festival, helped by star pow-

er and a growing French readiness 
to face up to injustices committed 
notably in Africa.
The colonization of Algeria and 
the horrors of the Algerian war of 
independence (1954-1962) deeply 
scarred both nations and con-
tinues to mar relations, but was 
hardly discussed in France in pub-
lic for decades.
Although President Emmanuel 
Macron has acknowledged crimes 
committed — including a massa-
cre by police of Algerians in Paris 
in 1961 which he called “inexcus-
able” — his government has ruled 
out “presenting an apology” for 
France’s colonial past.
“I think you could say that I’m 
obsessed by the Algerian war,” 
French director Philippe Faucon 
told AFP at the Cannes festival.
His film “Les Harkis” tells the story 
of Algerians who fought alongside 
French troops against the inde-
pendence movement, only to be 
left behind for the most part when 
France pulled out of Algeria, and 
facing the vengeance of the victo-

rious Algerians.
The movie places the responsibil-
ity for this “criminal betrayal” and 
the subsequent massacres of Har-
kis firmly at the doorstep of then-
president Charles de Gaulle.
“It is necessary to recall this story 
and look the truth in the eyes,” 
said Algerian-born Faucon, al-
though historical “complexities” 
make easy judgments impossible.
Fellow director Mathieu Vadepied 
also warned against facile conclu-
sions about France’s forced re-

cruitment of Senegalese soldiers 
for its World War I war effort, the 
subject of his film “Tirailleurs” 
(“Father and Soldier”).
French superstar Omar Sy — who 
has won a huge international 
following with his roles in “Un-
touchable” and the Netflix smash 
hit “Lupin” — plays the lead in 
the story about a father and a 
son who are both forced into the 
trenches.
“My idea is to put things into 
question,” Vadepied told AFP. 

“Question France’s historical rela-
tionship with its former colonies, 
what do we have to say about that 
today, do we even know what we 
did?”
While rejecting any “frontally po-
litical” approach, he said that “if 
we deny the facts we can never 
move on, we need to tell these 
stories, everybody needs to know 
them.”
The idea was however “not to 
guilt-trip people, but to recognize 
the painful history and free our-

selves.”
Sy, the France-born son of west 
African immigrants, told the audi-
ence at the film’s opening night: 
“We have the same story, but we 
don’t have the same memories.”
The second Cannes week will see 
the screening of “Nos Frangins” 
(“Our Brothers”) by French direc-
tor Rachid Bouchareb who in 2006 
sparked a nationwide debate with 
“Indigenes” (“Days of Glory”), 
a film about the contribution 
of North African soldiers to the 
French Free Forces during World 
War II.
In his latest movie, he tells the sto-
ry of Malik Oussekine, a student 
killed in 1986 and whose name 
resonates deeply among French 
minorities.
On the night of December 6, 1986, 
two police officers beat to death 
the 22-year-old French-Algerian 
on the sidelines of a student pro-
test in Paris.
He had not been involved in the 
demonstration, and his killing be-
came a turning point — triggering 
weeks of unrest and leading to the 
unprecedented conviction of the 
officers involved.
It took 35 years for the death of 
Malik Oussekine to be recounted 
on-screen.
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Centre-JK discuss 
truce plan
 Delhi asks J&K to prepare action plan on CBM’s

Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR Centre today asked the Jammu and Kashmir 
Government to prepare a comprehensive time-bound 
action plan to implement the Confidence-Building Mea-
sures (CBM’s) announced In India and Pakistan in the 

recent joint declaration and on the physical structures needed 
to implement them.

Meanwhile Centre and J&K government are actively 
considering a ceasefire with militants in the state. This was re-
vealed by the union home secretary V K Duggal during a press 
conference here today.

Asked whether there would be a ceasefire between the 
security forces and the militants, he said; "That is the objective, 
and I have spoken to the state governor and the chief minister 
about this but it has to be a consultative process."

"The main important CBM is dialogue process. Any CBM 
which involves the movement of people, transport, goods and 
services and implementation of trade needs a dialogue process... 
When can we start and how can we start." Mr Duggal said.

 He said the central government would provide all 
infrastructure support to the state administration for opening 
meeting points between the Kashmiris of India and Pakistan, 
increasing bus services across the border and facilitating trade 
through the new routes.

He said the other important component of the CBMs is the 
infrastructure needed to implement them.

"The slate government has been asked to prepare the 
report? What all it can handle and where it needs the support of 
the central government so that we can consider that." he added.               

"PM Manmohan’s intentions are very clear on this. We 
have specific instructions that these CBMs should be taken 
forward most-religiously and in a dedicated time-bound man-
ner. Money and resources should not act as constraints in 
implementing these measures." he added.

On possible talks with separatist leaders. Duggal said 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was opposed to talks with 
Hurriyat Conference.

"The Prime Minister is most open to talks with anybody 
who has a concrete plan However, a mechanism has to be put 
in place for holding such talks,” he told reporters. Duggal said 
important and positive steps were being taken in Kashmir-to 
restore normalcy. “The return Kashmiri Pandit migrants, and 
the Amarnath yatra are positive steps. I think Kashmir is on its 
way to peace.

  (Kashmir Observer, 25 May, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 3: 43

ZUHR	 12:28

ASR	 5:24

Magrib	 7:35
ISHA	 9: 12

•	 1923 -  Britain recognizes Transjordan with Abdullah as its 
leader

•	 1938 -  Spanish Civil War: The bombing of Alicante takes 
place, with 313 deaths.

•	  1940- German troops conquer Boulogne
•	  1941- 5,000 drown in a storm at Ganges Delta region in 

India
•	  1943- Trident conference in Washington, D.C. (operation 

plan '43 against Japan)
•	  1944-Partisan leader Tito escapes Germans surrounding 

Bosnia
•	  1945- Arthur C Clark proposes relay satellites in geosyn-

chronous orbit
•	  1946- Jordan gains independence from Britain (National 

Day); Abdullah ibn Hussein becomes king of Jordan
•	  1949- Chinese Red army occupies Shanghai
•	  1953- 1st atomic cannon electronically fired, Frenchman 

Flat, Nevada
•	  1961- NASA civilian pilot Joseph A Walker takes X-15 to 

32,770 m
•	  1963- Great Britain ends its amateur-professional class-

es in cricket
•	 1979 -  Israel begins to return Sinai to Egypt
•	 1982 -  Iranian troops reconquer Khorramshar
•	 1982 -  STS-4 vehicle moves to launch pad
•	 1983 -  Fire in Nassermeer, Egypt, kills 357
•	 1983  - France performs nuclear test
•	 1985  - Cyclone ravages Bangladesh; 11,000 killed
•	 1989 -  Mikhail Gorbachev elected Executive President in 

the Soviet Union
•	 1992 -  Oscar Luigi Scalfaro elected President of Italy

HIJRI 
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OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR 

  NOTICE
Where a application for trans-
fer of ownership has been re-
cieved from one. 	 Shri :  
Ghulam Hassan Wagay  S/o:  Ab-
dul Salam Wagay  R/o:   Gurwaith 
Khurd Budgam (Transferor) of 
LMV Alto 10. Vehicle bearing reg-

istration number JK04F - 1917.  Chasis number 41929 Engine no. 
67525 Model 2019. in favour of  Shri.. Riyaz Ahmad Dar  S/o. Gh-
ulam Mohammad Dar R/o Lalpora Chatlam Pampore Pulwama  
(Tranferee) as well as HPA cancellation with M/S J & K Bank  
B/U Baghat. is also required..
	 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any to the proposed transfer 
of ownership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assis-
tant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 
12 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily 
newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.945
 Dated  24-05-2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb	 Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

I have lost the RC of my 
vehicle Bearing regis-
tration No JK03J-6199. 
Now I am applying for 
the duplicate of the 
same if anybody hav-
ing any objection in this 
regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the 
office of the ARTO AN-
ANTNAG within a period 
of seven days from the 
date of publication of 
this notice. After that no 
objection shall be enter-
tained.  

Haseeb Jalal
S/o : Jalal Ud Din Rather
R/o: SeepanSifan 
Anantnag  	 rna

 UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer, Construction Division

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

For and on behalf of the University of Kashmir, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are in-
vited on item rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with  Govt. of 
J&K/ other union territories and CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments 
for the following works:-

S.No Name of Work Est. Cost (Rs. 
In Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc 
in shape of 
E-Challan (in 
Rs.)

Time of 
completion

Time and 
Date for 
Submission of 
E-Tender.

Date & Time 
of Opening 
of Bid

Class of 
Contractor

1. Construction of 
Pilot Plant in the 
Department of 
Food Science and 
Technology at 
Main Campus.

45.00Lacs  Rs.1100/-    05-Months   24-05 -2022         
to                07-
06-2022        
(6.00 PM)

       08-06-
2022 (11.30 
AM)

 “AAY” & 
“BEE”

	
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the web site www.kashmiruniver-
sity.net / www.jktenders.gov.in. 

DIPK-NB-1092/22 	 Executive Engineer
NIT No: - F (UCD)(E.tend)/KU/13/22				              
  DATED: 23/05/22.

Office of The Regional Transport Officer Kashmir 
Notice

Whereas, a joint application has been received from Shri Farooq Ahamd 
Sheikh S/o GHhulam Qadir Sheikh R/o Nowgam Sgr  ( Transferor) and 
Mohd Sidiq Najjar S/o Ghulam Mohd Najjar R/o Central Avenue Ellahi 
Bagh  Buchpora (Transferee) for transfer of Maxi Cab carriage route Per-
mit No 5119/mc Covering Vehicle No JK01M- 2049 .

 Now, therefore, it is  notified for  general information that objections, if any to the proposed transfer 
of the said route permit / vehicle shall be filled in writing in the office of the Regional Transport Of-
ficer, Kashmir.   Within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily News 
Paper Kashmir Observer.
Seller and purchaser identified by the authorized representatives of M/S _ STW Co  Namely  Bagh 
Hussain

NOJK-RTOK 3060� Sd/-
Dated: 24/05/2022    		  pko	 Regional Transport Office, Kashmir

NYC Employees Protest, Demand 
Regularization Of Services
Agencies

Srinagar:  National Youth Corps 
(NYC) Employees on Tuesday held 
a protest demonstration in Sri-
nagar demanding immediate regu-
larization of their services.

Hundreds of NYC employees 
assembled in the press enclave at 
Lal Chowk and staged a sit-in pro-
test.

They said they were engaged 
on merit basis and by not regular-
izing them the government is play-
ing with their future.

Stating that NYC Association 
time to time demanded the Gov-
ernment to come up with a compre-
hensive policy by which the future 
of 8000 NYC remains secure, the 
protesting youth said the Govern-
ment gave only verbal assurances.

They also said the administra-
tion had done nothing at ground 
level and now it has backtracked 
from his promises made with NYC 
youth.

The protesting NYC youth said 
that they have been working in dif-
ferent departments for the last 12 
years with the hope that they will 
be regularized when vacancies are 
available.

They alleged the government 
has betrayed them by calling them 
volunteers.

“We are not volunteers as it 
was the BJP Government which 
gave us SRO 520 in the year 2017,” 
they added and requested the LG 
Administration for regularizing 
their jobs, enhancement of wages 
and extending them benefit of 
health insurance policies.

Asif Ali Bhat, president NYC 
Employees’ Association said that 
the then LG assured us that we are 
going to seek vacant vacancies and 
will firstly regularize you there 
in the departments where you are 
deployed as per your qualification 
and then the left out vacancies 
shall be forwarded to recruitment 
agencies. He assured us about 
timely completion of the process to 
end the sufferings of NYCs.

Bhat stressed that the govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir is 
well aware about the fact that the 
NYC, REK, REZ and REJ employ-
ees are not getting the legally justi-
fied wages.

Meanwhile, the NYC employ-
ee’s association appealed to the 
government to regularize their 
services at the earliest. (CNS)

TEDx NIT Srinagar 
Organizes Competition 
For College Students
Observer News Service

Srinagar: TEDx National 
Institute of Technology 
(NIT) Srinagar on Tues-
day organized the State-
level 2 Mini TEDx for col-
lege students. Around 150 
students participated in 
the event.

The participating stu-
dents were selected after 
being the winners of the 
Phase 1 Mini TEDx com-
petitions taking place at 
their respective colleges.

The event was presid-
ed over by Director NIT 
Srinagar; Prof. Rakesh Se-
hgal. He said such events 
inspire the students to ac-
celerate in their careers 
and are important for all-

round development.
"Life is challenging 

for so many, there are 
hurdles everywhere and 
to overcome them, there 
is a need for motivation,”.

Prof. Sehgal congrat-
ulated the students for 
winning Phase 1 of the 
Mini TEDx competitions 

and being selected for the 
Phase 2 competition.

In this elocution com-
petition, the participants 
from different colleges 
delivered their own TED 
talks in regard to the 
theme, "Interpreting the 
Future".

Dr. Nufazil Altaf, Dr. 
Mohammad Rafiq, and 
Dr. Nasir Butt from the 
Department of Humani-
ties, Social Science and 
Management were jury 
members for the competi-
tion.

 The competition was 
followed by the felicita-
tion ceremony for all the 
winners of the Phase 2 
Mini TEDx competitions 
for both school and col-

lege-level students.
The top 50 winners 

from among thousands 
of students, who par-
ticipated over the course 
of Phase 1 and Phase 2 
Mini TEDx competitions, 
will now be invited to at-
tend the main event of 
TEDxNITSrinagar on 
28th May 2022.

SDA Removes Encroachments 
In Various City Areas
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Srinagar 
Development Authority 
(SDA) carried out inspec-
tion to remove encroach-
ments at various areas 
under its jurisdiction on 
Tuesday.

“The vendors who 
were illegally operat-
ing their business on the 
footpaths and main roads 
were removed. Apart 
from this action was also 
initiated against the shop-
keepers who had installed 
the goods in the corridors 
creating hurdles for the 
general public in their 

free movement” SDA in a 
statement said.

The anti-encroach-
ment drive was mainly 
held in the Batamaloo 
neighborhood of the city.

SDA further advised 
people not to indulge in 
any illegal constructions 
on Government land.

“The action against 
such constructions and 
encroachments shall 
continue in future. Any 
structure raised without 
obtaining building per-
mission shall be sealed 
and demolished as per the 
provision of COBA Act 
1988”.

Woman Among Seven Held For Cable Theft
Agencies

Srinagar: Railway Police have busted 
a gang of criminals involved in the 
copper wire theft here in Kashmir 
capital Srinagar.

   A Railway Police official said 
police have arrested seven thieves in-
cluding a woman who were involved 
in the theft of OHE copper wire on the 
railway track at kilometer 56.7 com-
mitted during the intervening night of 
30 and 31 March this year.

   All these criminals have been ar-
rested from Shergari Haft Chinar and 
Parimpora areas of Srinagar city.

   After this theft incident police 
had registered an FIR vide number 
4/202 under section 379, 427, 411, 109 

IPC and 104, 109, 174 Railway Act of 
GRPS Srinagar.

   The Railway Police official iden-
tified the accused as Iqbal Sheikh 
of Kolkata presently living at Haft 
Chinar, Shair Ali of West New Delhi 
presently living at Haft Chinar, Sahil 
Sheikh of New Delhi, presently living 
at HMT Srinagar, Haroon Suhail of 
New Delhi, presently at HMT, Suhaq 
Saleem of Kolkata, presently at HMT, 
Shaheen Sheikh of New Delhi pres-
ently at HMT and Nargis Alias Panna, 
a local of Haft Chinar Srinagar.

  Police said that the stolen prop-
erty recovered from the gang include 
OHE Copper Wire worth Rs 180,000, 
one Auto-Rickshaw (JK16-1304) and 
weapons of offence including hexa 

blade, cutter, rope and earthing wire.
   While talking about the modus 

operandi of the gang, police said that 
the group has been found committing 
the OHE wire thefts in the jurisdiction 
of GRPS Srinagar on the track sites by 
resorting to consumption of drugs pro-
vided by the accused lady and using 
the auto-rickshaw under question and 
the weapons of offense for the commis-
sion of crime.

  “The accused lady herself is deal-
ing with the scrap and is using the 
stolen property for crime. The accused 
are being interrogated about their in-
volvement in other such similar cases 
registered in the GRPS Awantipora.” 
(KNT)

 KO PHOTO ABID BHAT
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I
t is evident that development in 
Kashmir happens on a very pas-
sive scale. We are too far from 
what a ‘smart city’ should be like. 

Kashmir is not even properly devel-
oped as a ‘city’ as of yet, leave apart be-
ing a smart city. One of the many loop-
holes is the deteriorating condition of 
the roads. Almost every road in the 
city has developed potholes and cra-
ters, causing severe inconvenience to 
road users every day. The authorities 

seem to pay no heed to this issue. The 
condition of the roads is deteriorating 
more and more day by day, while no 
one takes any notice. While several 
roads have remained damaged for a 
long period of time, the condition of 
these roads keeps deteriorating every 
year after seasonal rains and snowfall, 
and it should be an annual practice to 
mend the roads but alas these roads 
have remained damaged from years 
now. In fact, even during the process 

of building roads or repair work, the 
authorities don’t seem to pay any heed 
to the quality of construction mate-
rial or labour work either. Also, while 
the poor condition of roads causes 
inconvenience to commuters, it also 
becomes a cause for many accidents. 
To improve the condition of roads, the 
government should give contracts for 
making roads to only those contrac-
tors who assure quality work and give 
guarantee of repairing roads within 

stipulated time frame. The authori-
ties concerned should make a separate 
inspection team for roads whose main 
responsibility should be maintaining 
the quality of roads throughout the 
city. The government must start doing 
what it is actually supposed to do, and 
take steps to maintain Kashmir as a 
city before opting to make it a ‘smart 
city’. 

Sara Shafi 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Far from Smart City

New Economic Bloc

W
ith an eye on the rising economic and 
military challenge from China, the Unit-
ed States launched Indo-Pacific Econom-
ic Framework (IPEF)  in the presence 

of Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The IPEF has twelve 
initial partners with India one among them.  The deal 
assumes profound significance in the backdrop of the 
ongoing war in Ukraine. At the root of it, the war is 
an ambitious bid by Russian president Vladimir Pu-
tin to challenge the US-dominance in the world and 
in this he seems to have a not-so-tacit support by his 
friend, the Chinese president Xi Jinping. 

The conflict stems from  Russia’s legitimate fears 
of being encircled by the west and the NATO military 
bases reaching its doorstep.  Many of the Eastern Eu-
ropean countries which were once a part of the USSR-
led Warsaw Pact have become a part of NATO, height-
ening Russia's insecurity. The growing likelihood of 
Ukraine also joining NATO became the last straw for 
Putin. While it is nobody’s case to countenance the in-
vasion of a sovereign smaller country by its powerful 
neighbour, the solution to the evolving fraught situ-
ation can be resolved if the US-led West and Russia 
sit down and work towards addressing each other’s 
grievances and fears. 

At the larger level, the war has become a great 
power battle royale. America faces one of its severest 
tests as the world’s sole superpower. Some western 
experts have already written the epitaph of Ameri-
ca’s unipolar moment. In that sense, it would be in-
teresting to see who blinks first in this great power 
war of nerves. And that could decide the new super-
power of the world. But America, despite its recent 
setback in Afghanistan, its failure to have its way in 
Syria in the teeth of the opposition from Russia and 
Iran, remains the world’s No 1 power. Its GDP and de-
fence expenditure remains several times higher than 
its nearest competitor China. But in Ukraine, we are 
at an interesting moment in history. The outcome of 
the war will determine the new global geopolitics if 
not the new superpower of the world. 

But as the IPEF would have us believe, the US has 
sought to demonstrate that far from being hemmed in 
by the Russian invasion, would only further expand 
its global footprint. By launching IPEF, the US has 
sought to further encroach into what China considers 
its sphere of influence. And in response to Ukraine 
war, it has sought to further aggravate the situation 
by encouraging Finland and Sweden, Russia’s neigh-
bours to join NATO. This has created a very fraught 
geopolitical situation and we can only hope that its 
end result is not more war.  

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Price pinch

R
ural wages have been falling, unemployment is 
high, and inflation has been squeezing demand for 
non-agricultural goods emanating from the rural 
sector. In rural India, the food price inflation has 

doubled from 3.94% in March 2021 to 8.04% in March 2022. 
Despite signals of impending inflationary pressures build-
ing up, the Reserve Bank of India had held on to its accom-
modating stance for too long by keeping interest rates low. 
The RBI has started to increase its policy rates at long last. 
But this was done only after the Federal Reserve Bank of the 
United States of America started to raise interest rates. Now 
the government has stepped in by reducing duties on fuel to 
soften prices at the retail level.

In the months of March and April, there was a sharp rise 
in demand for consumer goods but the spiking price levels 
suddenly brought down demand in a significant way. Expec-
tations about future demand are bleak and, according to ex-
perts, would remain soft in the coming quarters. Producers 
are facing high input costs and are feeling compelled to pass 
them on to consumers. With squeezed margins and falling 
demand, they are unlikely to expand going forward. High 
inflation and falling demand are likely to create a situation 
of stagflation. International conditions are unlikely to im-
prove, with major supply chain disruptions and contraction 
in international trade. With a depreciating rupee, import 
costs are going to go up, fuelling further inflation. In the do-
mestic economy, prices and interest rates will climb in the 
coming months. Unemployment would rise and growth rates 
take a dive. The rural sector would suffer the most. Usually, 
when there is a rural economic crisis, the way out is the cre-
ation of jobs and incomes in the urban sector. This time, the 
urban sector is heading for a slump. The complexities of the 
international situation seem unfamiliar to all. The future is 
uncertain and an economic crisis is looming on the horizon.

Telegraph India 

K O  V I E W

The Future Is Post-Western
This current chapter of Western-run human 

history must be flung shut.
Yannick Giovanni Marshall

W
e need a global cultural revolution. 
A bringing to a sudden end this half-
millennia long faith healing show 
where a perspiring West preaches 

humanistic values and economic prosperity 
while cutting holes in the pockets of an entranced 
colonised world.

We need not only an end to the world order 
set up by Western hegemony but an end to the ap-
preciation of the West. We need the rage we feel 
after looking out at the charred remains of our 
earth under centuries of Western rule to mature 
into an act. The act of putting the West aside.

There must be an ushering in of a new day 
on earth where pulling our bodies, our lives, our 
lands back from the hammer-pry of colonial-
ism is not deliberately misreported as “clashes” 
where white racists who deliberately hunt and 
deliberately kill Black elders in communities de-
liberately ruined by white racists are not imme-
diately comfort-blanketed with reports of being 
“troubled”.  Where our chanting to be allowed to 
live – and the inevitable procession of mourners 
come down upon by apartheid’s police forces – 
are no longer deliberately misframed as culture 
wars or intractable conflicts. This current chap-
ter of Western-run human history must be flung 
shut.

We should have been more desperate for a 
post-Western world. A world where it is odd for 
white-skinned refugees to have every type of 
door flung open for them at the sight of their Pri-
mark shopping bags while it is routine for dark-
er-skinned refugees to be force-fed toilet water 
in the American borderlands or sold on Libyan 
slave auction blocks.

Odd, reporters openly calling for guerrilla re-
sistance against oppression in Ukraine while the 
killing of Black people whether by drone strikes 
in Yemen or by an American in a grocery store 
must be responded to with pacifism.

Odd. Not hypocritical. Unintelligible.
Dark-skinned refugees horsewhipped by 

American border agents in cowboy hats. Shot at 
by Europeans while on unseaworthy crafts su-
tured together with Hadiths and Psalms. Pointed 
at to explain resurgent Nazi sentiment. Ordered 
to let white people board first during evacuations. 
Referred to as crime waves and invaders while 
flaxen-haired refugees benefit from Fortune 500 
company fundraisers, Airbnb programmes and 
win singing contests. Odd. Not hypocritical. Un-
intelligible.

It must be accepted now that the West, how-
ever mythologised, be it American-led “democ-
racy” or classical “Western” political ideas, has 
proven that it does not have the necessary intel-
lectual or political infrastructure to put down its 
perpetually rising Nazism. It has proven inad-
equate to the task of not harming the vast major-
ity of humanity. Its ideas and institutions have 
proven incapable of destroying and ridding itself 
of colonial racism – if it is to be accepted that the 
project of the West is something other than the 
project of colonial racism.

The apologists will bring you Locke and 
Rousseau and protest that the West brought you 
life, liberty and the social contract. They are 
careful not to reveal that in the Atlantic Ocean 
of the fine print, sharks were learning to trail the 
slave ships, waiting like yelping dogs for the feast 
of live Africans dumped over the starboard side. 
They will say we brought you the telegraph and 
the railway but will not mention the jokes they 
made at the indentured South Asians they sent 
to be mauled by lions in East Africa as they laid 
the tracks. Nor their hunting of families in Tas-
mania, nor the women abused at the Kamiti con-
centration camp accused, like the American “ne-
gress”, of subverting the aims of the settler state. 
They will say one-day delivery but say nothing 
about the suicide-prevention nets and the urine 
in driver’s bottles to keep up the pace.

Whatever it takes to leave racism and thus 
hatred of the vast majority of people on the earth 
behind, the Western world does not possess and 
will never possess. That alone disqualifies it from 
continuing any further.

And if we are wrong, if a non-racist enlighten-
ment is indeed, for real this time, just around the 
corner, if it only takes a bit more patience as the 
liberal has promised since hansom cabs and the 
French Revolution then let us jump the gun. They 
are not the only ones allowed to be too hasty. Let 
us rid ourselves of association with the West, 
even if it is in error. Become too rushed, too reck-
less in our leaving it. Commit oversights. Forget 
to include the West in the vision of the future as if 
it were a slave in their declarations and charters 
and constitutions. Let us be dogs no longer sat-

isfied to chase after the mechanical rabbit. Hang 
tomorrow. Arrest patience. White supremacists 
are not the only ones who get to make the world. 
The wretched of the earth can seize the reins and 
are free to crash the horse.

The West is kept in the breast pocket of ev-
ery one-man race riot the colony provides with 
an AR-15. In a locket of every in-training genocid-
aire assisted by the algorithms of tech profiteers 
who look the other way as convincingly as the 
port cities of the triangular trade. Nudged along 
by a hate group accepted as a political party and 
the television personalities of a white national-
ist media empire more impactful than all of the 
early 20th century lynch mob-inciting US news-
papers combined.

Wherever there is a group touting Western 
civilisation and values an ethnic slur is not far 
behind. An unfairly graded Black student, a po-
grom-preparing fascist club is not far behind. If 
that group praises the West as the champion of 
women’s rights, it will also lead the charge to end 
those rights. Where it celebrates Western human-
ism it will be the first to dehumanise. Values its 
secularism it will crusade. Western cosmopoli-
tanism? Inclusivity? It will volunteer as border 
minutemen. Where it celebrates Western ratio-
nality and scientific advancement it will cling to 
biological determinism and the racial classifica-
tory charts of the 1700s. “The West” is a Trojan 
horse for the racist.

The West is trafficked on the dark web and 
8chan, Twitch and sung by all the new Nazi par-
ties. Pounded at the lecterns of celebrity racist 
professors and top podcast hosts who are car-
ried atop shoulders of incels who blame carica-
tures of “the Blacks” for their perceived lack of 

desirability instead of the stench of their expired 
worldview. Well, let there indeed be a “Clash of 
Civilisations”, or rather a clash of the Western 
traditionalists who hold that the colonised can be 
hurt with impunity and the anti-colonial world. 
The post-Western world. An insurrection of the 
good equipped not with open arms and listening, 
but rubbish bins.

It is time for putting aside the West. Aban-
doning the sycophantic enthralment with their 
architecture, croissants smeared with contra-
band West African chocolate, and end to lust-
ing after their fashion brands. A devaluing of 
their political institutions as far as their politi-
cal institutions have devalued our lives. Smash 
the crystal wine glasses, case the cello, drop the 
overvaluation of all things “European” so that its 
stock market crashes in a way that it can never 
recover.

A cultural revolution is not a sideline cause 
when Occidentophilia excavates mental and 
economic resources more efficiently than their 
mining corporations steal raw materials. When 
it fuels fascism and leads Indigenous libraries to 
a self-immolation that burns more brightly than 
a crop-dusting of agent orange. When it makes re-
sistance hesitant.

The colonised’s admiration of the West is fatal. It 
seconds the white supremacists’ supremacism. Con-
firms for them that they are indeed right pulling our 
people from evacuation transport because they are 
superior. That their innocents’ deaths shall launch a 
thousand warships and ours a stern comment about 
how the right is mainstreaming extremist rhetoric. 
It affirms for the race “massacrist” in training that 
the West is indeed coveted and they are right to leave 
us dying in the streets, struggling in cuffs, or ware-
housed in prisons. It buoys every racist commenter 
that responds to the dishevelled migrants fleeing 
from colonial violence with “if we are so bad why are 
people crossing our borders”. It tells them it is indeed 
the moral superiority of the West that we are run-
ning to. Not the ruins of imperialism. Not the wars 
they have implanted, cultivated and nurtured. The 
forests they’ve set alight.

“Now, comrades, now is the time to decide 
to change sides … We must abandon our dreams 
and say farewell to our old beliefs and former 
friendships. Let us not lose time in useless la-
ments or sickening mimicry. Let us leave this 
Europe which never stops talking of man yet 
massacres him at every one of its street corners, 
at every corner of the world.”

Now. Now is the time. Now at the junction of 
the climate’s end and the unlimited takeover at-
tempts their liberal governments grant fascists. 
When Congolese are killed after Western traffic 
stops, when the Congo is killed by Western min-
ing corps, it is full passed the time. When their 
most reputable papers misrepresent the killing 
and the funeral of a journalist. When our people 
are killed for existing. It is time.

They cannot quit colonialism. Leave this 
West. Let us see if we cannot build a world on 
mangos and abolition.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily represent 

the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer. The 
article was originally published by Al Jazeera 

The author is an academic and 
scholar of African Studies

Wherever 
there is a group 

touting Western 
civilisation and 
values an ethnic slur 
is not far behind. An 
unfairly graded Black 
student, a pogrom-
preparing fascist club 
is not far behind. If 
that group praises 
the West as the 
champion of women’s 
rights, it will also lead 
the charge to end 
those rights. Where it 
celebrates Western 
humanism it will be 
the first to 
dehumanise
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To measure the 
prevalence of 

problematic 
accounts on 

Twitter, a clear 
definition of 

the targets is 
necessary. Common 
terms such as “fake 

accounts,” “spam 
accounts” and 

“bots” are used 
interchangeably, 

but they have 
different meanings. 

Fake or false 
accounts are those 

that impersonate 
people

Publishing of a book 
of any sort cannot be 

likened to introducing 
an ‘item’ or ‘object’ for 
sale. No doubt, book 
publishing has become 
an industry but the 
book itself cannot be 
equated with a ‘thing’ to 
be passively yet joyfully 
consumed and discarded 

Reading For Pleasure
Mool Raj

Reading is likely to become a habit and 
necessity at the same time. It might help 
someone find ways to solve some big 

riddles of life. For others, it can turn into an ad-
dictive practice — reading for the sake of plea-
sure.The aim, purpose and meaning of reading 
could be different for different people. An old 
dictum ‘we are what we eat’ might be replaced 
by a new one: ‘we are what we read and how 
we define our reading’. Both the content and 
aim of our reading decisively influence, in an 

interactive way, our perception of life, events 
and universe. A book and the way we read it 
can change our worldview and nurture new 
emotions.Pleasure is arguably one of the stron-
gest drives behind most of our pursuits.

At times, it grows so strong that it can sur-
pass the principle of reality. Fight and flight 
are termed as two most common behaviours 
of all living beings; they either wrestle with or 
run away from danger. In deciding to fight the 
danger, you go with the principle of reality; in 
choosing escape you vote for the principle of 
pleasure. Fighting is meant to putting your best 
abilities to test in quite uncertain conditions. On 
the other hand, seeking pleasure merely means 
seeking a place to hide and nourishing your ego.

All pleasure-seekers are egotists. The people 
who read books for the sake of pleasure build 
a fort where their ego acts like a king — a king 
who only listens. In Italo Kalvino’s A King Lis-
tens, the King is asked to stay immobile and just 
listen. “The head must be held immobile; al-
ways remember that the crown is balanced on 

your pate, you cannot pull it over your ears like 
a cap on a windy day”. The head used to enjoy-
ing the heady idea of reading remains immo-
bile. It relishes ecstatic rhythms, descriptions, 
narrations even some ideas found in books but 
avoids negotiating and interrogating them. Ne-
gotiations and inter-
r o g a -

tions are crucial 
parts of the principle of 
reality.

Egotists like to talk boast-
fully about their experiences 
of pleasure. They mention au-
thors and titles of books they have 
read with love and fondness. Sometimes 
they talk about their merits and demerits 
which are solely based on their personal likes 
and dislikes. Those authors are ‘great’, and de-
serve all superlatives whose writings they can 
enjoy while the authors whose writings de-
mand deep, pure reflection of intellect are de-
clared unhesitatingly ‘small’. Their pleasure 
becomes a yardstick of evaluating the literary 
merits of authors. This way, they find another 
means to assert their eccentricity.Any kind of 
eccentricity leaves no room for negotiations 

and interrogations. How eccentricity and 
self-centredness justify their ‘flight’ from a 
demanding situation has been illustrated by 
Ghalib in the following couplet.

Even in de- votion we 
a r e 

s o 
unconven-

tional and eccen-
tric that if we find doors 

of Ka’ba closed we prefer to 
retreat. Each book is like a Ka’ba 

with closed doors. Instead of opening 
the doors themselves and exploring the 

world inside, the pleasure-seekers like to cast 
an appreciative look on the embellishment of 
doors and make a scurry flight.What happens 
if books are not negotiated with? What occurs 
if the doors of a book remain closed?

Publishing of a book of any sort cannot be 
likened to introducing an ‘item’ or ‘object’ 
for sale. No doubt, book publishing has be-
come an industry but the book itself cannot 
be equated with a ‘thing’ to be passively yet 
joyfully consumed and discarded. Every book 
signifies a birth of an ‘event’ in society. It of-

fers us alternatives. It provides us with a third 
eye to see events that have happened in the 
near or remote past or are happening right 
now or might happen in the outside world 
and in human heart and psyche.

The third eye of a book is created out of the 
words which are not innocent; they point to 

something in one or the other way. 
They make us feel good or 

bad; moreover 
t h e y 

make us believe 
or refute things.In reality, lan-
guage is political and ideological at its very 
semantic level. So when you decree that this 
or that book was just pleasurable — or a won-
derful read and an ecstatic experience — you 
are endorsing uncritically and in an ambigu-
ous way the third eye’s view. You also position 
yourself in the real world as well as the world 
of ideas and books. You position your feeling 
of pleasure as superior to your thinking; you 
take pleasure in affirming the already existing 
ideas, the previously conceived world views.

A book is reduced to a thing like a throne of 
a king of Italo Calvino who was confined to his 
throne and advised not to move away from the 

throne even for a moment. “You would have 
nothing to gain by moving, and everything to 
lose. If you rise, if you take even a few steps, if 
you lose sight of the throne for an instant, who 
can guarantee that when you return you will 
not find someone else sitting on it?

A king is denoted by the fact that he is sitting 
on the throne, wearing the crown, holding the 
scepter. Now that these attributes are yours, you 
had better not be separated from them even for 
a moment.”A pleasure-seeker is advised by his 
ego that if he rises above his pleasure and starts 
thinking or begins to interrogate the view a 
book has taken toward the world, he or she will 
lose his throne of eccentricity.

Moving is thinking, a preferring of cere-
bral hunt to intuitive pursue.When you take 
a book as an event, you affirm that that event 
needs to be comprehended at two levels: sen-
sual and cerebral. At a sensual level, a book 
might be equally pleasurable and painful; it 
can arouse pleasant or/and bad feelings; it 
may make you feel optimistic or/and pessi-
mistic about the things addressed in it. It is 
the way the book not only engages your most 
powerful part of being but also takes you into 
the mode of fight, into interrogating things 
courageously. When you decide to fight there 
are equal chances of success and failure: joy 
of victory or melancholy of defeat.

An egotist, necessarily surrounded by 
quirky emotions, is scared of defeat, of an er-
ror a thinking mind can commit. In case of 
defeat or error, he or she strives to justify it 
by some sort of ‘logic’. Ali Jawad Zaidi in the 
following couplet seems to bespeak pleasure-
seekers’ logic to validate their failures.

Who says we came empty handed from the 
company of our beloved. We got pleasure of ache 
and revelry of feeling from there.Comprehend-
ing books at sensual level moves us into the cere-
bral plane, where we negotiate with and interro-
gate their themes, their ways of argumentation 
and the reasons of choosing one particular style 
by their authors. Books ‘produce’ knowledge, 
feelings, perceptions and meanings by employ-
ing culturally acquired human faculties.

If we avoid interrogating how books make 
us feel or perceive things, we subscribe to 
the idea that knowledge transmitted through 
books is sacredly ultimate and unchallenge-
able, not mundanely transitory. At the cere-
bral plane, a book proffers a certain type of 
belief: whatever we come across in a society 
was humanly generated and it can only be 
understood and dealt with through human-
ly produced texts. Pleasure-seekers take all 
these things for granted.

The author is a writer and columnist 

Bots of Twitter
Kai-Cheng Yang
Filippo Menczer

Twitter reports that fewer 
than 5% of accounts are fakes 
or spammers, commonly re-

ferred to as “bots.” Since his offer 
to buy Twitter was accepted, Elon 
Musk has repeatedly questioned 
these estimates, even dismiss-
ing Chief Executive Officer Parag 
Agrawal’s public response.

Later, Musk put the deal on hold 
and demanded more proof.

So why are people arguing about 
the percentage of bot accounts on 
Twitter?

As the creators of Botometer, a 
widely used bot detection tool, our 
group at the Indiana University Ob-
servatory on Social Media has been 
studying inauthentic accounts and 
manipulation on social media for 
over a decade. We brought the con-
cept of the “social bot” to the fore-
ground and first estimated their 
prevalence on Twitter in 2017.

Based on our knowledge and 
experience, we believe that esti-
mating the percentage of bots on 
Twitter has become a very difficult 
task, and debating the accuracy of 
the estimate might be missing the 
point. Here is why.

What, exactly, is a bot?
To measure the prevalence of 

problematic accounts on Twitter, 
a clear definition of the targets is 
necessary. Common terms such as 
“fake accounts,” “spam accounts” 
and “bots” are used interchange-
ably, but they have different mean-
ings. Fake or false accounts are 
those that impersonate people. 
Accounts that mass-produce un-
solicited promotional content are 
defined as spammers. Bots, on the 
other hand, are accounts controlled 
in part by software; they may post 
content or carry out simple inter-
actions, like retweeting, automati-
cally.

These types of accounts often 
overlap. For instance, you can cre-
ate a bot that impersonates a hu-
man to post spam automatically. 
Such an account is simultaneously 
a bot, a spammer and a fake. But 
not every fake account is a bot or 
a spammer, and vice versa. Com-
ing up with an estimate without 

a clear definition 
only yields mis-
leading results.

Defining and 
distinguishing ac-
count types can 
also inform proper 
interventions. Fake 
and spam accounts 
degrade the online en-
vironment and violate 
platform policy. Malicious 
bots are used to spread 
misinformation, 
inflate popular-
ity, exacerbate 
conflict through 
negative and in-
flammatory content, ma-
nipulate opinions, influence elec-
tions, conduct financial fraud and 
disrupt communication. However, 
some bots can be harmless or even 
useful, for example by helping dis-
seminate news, delivering disaster 
alerts and conducting research.

Simply banning all bots is not in 
the best interest of social media 
users.

For simplicity, researchers use 
the term “inauthentic accounts” to 
refer to the collection of fake ac-
counts, spammers and malicious 

bots. 
T h i s 

is also 
the definition 

Twitter appears to be us-
ing. However, it is unclear what 
Musk has in mind.

Hard to count
Even when a consensus is 

reached on a definition, there are 
still technical challenges to esti-
mating prevalence.

External researchers do not have 
access to the same data as Twit-
ter, such as IP addresses and phone 
numbers. This hinders the public’s 
ability to identify inauthentic ac-
counts. But even Twitter acknowl-

edges that the actual 
number of inauthentic ac-

counts could be higher than 
it has estimated, because de-
tection is challenging.

Inauthentic accounts 
evolve and develop new tac-

tics to evade detection. For 
example, some fake accounts 

use AI-generated faces as their 
profiles. These faces can be in-

distinguishable from real ones, 
even to humans. Identifying such 
accounts is hard and requires new 
technologies.

Another difficulty is posed by 
coordinated accounts that appear 
to be normal individually but act 
so similarly to each other that they 
are almost certainly controlled by 
a single entity. Yet they are like 
needles in the haystack of hun-
dreds of millions of daily tweets.

Finally, inauthentic accounts can 
evade detection by techniques like 
swapping handles or automatically 
posting and deleting large volumes 
of content.

The distinction between in-
authentic and genuine accounts 
gets more and more blurry. Ac-
counts can be hacked, bought or 
rented, and some users “donate” 

their credentials to organizations 
who post on their behalf. As a re-
sult, so-called “cyborg” accounts 
are controlled by both algorithms 
and humans. Similarly, spammers 
sometimes post legitimate content 
to obscure their activity.

We have observed a broad spec-
trum of behaviors mixing the 
characteristics of bots and people. 
Estimating the prevalence of inau-
thentic accounts requires applying 
a simplistic binary classification: 
authentic or inauthentic account. 
No matter where the line is drawn, 
mistakes are inevitable.

Missing the big picture
The focus of the recent debate on 

estimating the number of Twitter 
bots oversimplifies the issue and 
misses the point of quantifying the 
harm of online abuse and manipu-
lation by inauthentic accounts.

Through BotAmp, a new tool 
from the Botometer family that 
anyone with a Twitter account can 
use, we have found that the pres-
ence of automated activity is not 
evenly distributed. For instance, 
the discussion about cryptocur-
rencies tends to show more bot 
activity than the discussion about 
cats. Therefore, whether the over-
all prevalence is 5% or 20% makes 
little difference to individual users; 
their experiences with these ac-
counts depend on whom they fol-
low and the topics they care about.

Recent evidence suggests that 
inauthentic accounts might not 
be the only culprits responsible 
for the spread of misinformation, 
hate speech, polarization and radi-
calization. These issues typically 
involve many human users. For 
instance, our analysis shows that 
misinformation about COVID-19 
was disseminated overtly on both 
Twitter and Facebook by verified, 
high-profile accounts.

Even if it were possible to pre-
cisely estimate the prevalence of 
inauthentic accounts, this would 
do little to solve these problems. A 
meaningful first step would be to 
acknowledge the complex nature 
of these issues. This will help social 
media platforms and policymakers 
develop meaningful responses.

By arrangements with The 

Conversation
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HDFC Bank Parivartan 
Launches Scholarship To 
Support Women Athletes
Agenceis

Mumbai: HDFC Bank & GoSports 
Foundation jointly launched 
“Unstoppable - Karke Dikhaungi” a 
two-phase scholarship programme 
for women athletes, and coaches. 
The programme, under the aegis of 
Parivartan -HDFC Bank’s umbrella 
brand for all social initiatives, will 
identify talented female athletes from 
across the country and support their 
pursuit of sporting excellence.

Conceptualised by GoSports 
Foundation, the initiative will focus on 
development of Women in Sports in 
India. The Foundation will curate and 
implement the programme, with HDFC 
Bank as the exclusive partner for 3 years.

 India’s sportswomen face a plethora 
of challenges. The programme aims to 
tackle these challenges. Along with 
supporting their competition and 
travel, training, equipment, coach-
ing, and sports science requirements, 
the programme will work towards 
increasing equality and inclusivity in 
Indian sports by creating new women 
champions and role models for society.

The programme is inviting applica-
tions from deserving state-and-nation-
al level athletes across sporting disci-
plines – Olympic, Paralympic, Winter 
Games and Motorsports. It aims to 
support a diverse set of athletes to help 
them achieve their sporting potential.

Applications are open for a month 
from May 24th to June 24th, 2022. 
Shortlisted athletes will be called in 
for internal evaluations and further 
shortlisting for the next stages. This 
would include feedback from coaches 
and experts, interview rounds and due 
diligence. The selection process for 
athletes would take close to 100 days.

Finally, 20 athletes will be awarded 
scholarships and holistic support for 
their sporting journeys and crucial 
junctures in their careers. The top 
100 shortlisted athletes, in the third 
round of this process, will have access 
to education workshops on multiple 
pertinent topics throughout the year.

In the second phase of the pro-
gramme, applications will be opened 
for coaches as well for yearly scholar-
ships. Similar to athletes, they will be 
offered financial and non-financial sup-
port for their growth and development.

The programme will provide yearly 
financial scholarships ranging Rs 5-10 
lakhs on an average to athletes, and 
around Rs 5 lakhs to coaches.

“As a socially responsible corporate 
citizen we want to do our part to nur-
ture sporting talent in the country,” said 
Ashima Bhat, Group Head-CSR, Business 
Finance and Infrastructure, HDFC Bank.

“Parivartan, our flagship CSR pro-
gramme, acts as a catalyst to bring about 
good in society,” said Ms. Nusrat Pathan, 
Head CSR. “Apart from the infrastruc-
ture challenges faced by athletes, wom-
en in sports face the additional burden of 
battling societal and cultural dogmas.”

During the launch, Ms. Deepthi 
Bopaiah, CEO of GoSports Foundation 
said, “Over the decades, there have 
been many special milestones cre-
ated by women sporting champions, 
who have scripted history and have 
contributed towards changing stereo-
types, breaking barriers and inspiring 
communities through sport.”

The programme also focuses on 
crucial aspects such as Menstrual 
Health and Hygiene, Mental Health 
and Safe Spaces for women in sport to 
relax and recharge, and Prevention of 
Sexual Harassment.

Arson in Andhra Town Over Renaming 
District, Minister's House Torched
Press Trust of India

Amaravati: Arson broke out in 
Amalapuram town in Andhra Pradesh 
on Tuesday when police resorted to 
lathi-charge at people who staged a 
protest against the proposed renam-
ing of the newly-created Konaseema 
district as B R Ambedkar Konaseema 
district, with a number of police per-
sonnel left injured and the protestors 
opposed to the name change alleg-
edly setting the houses of state min-
ister P Viswarupu and a ruling YSR 
Congress MLA P Satish on fire.

While the ruling party blamed un-
named forces behind the arson, all 
opposition parties hit out at the Jagan 
Mohan Reddy government over its 
"gross failure" in controlling the situa-
tion. The opposition parties appealed 
to people to observe restraint and en-
sure peace returned to Konaseema.

State Home Minister Taneti 
Vanitha said some 20 police person-
nel were injured in stone pelting by 
the mob while the protestors torched 
a school bus. Prohibitory orders un-
der Section 144 CrPC were clamped 
in Amalapuram even as additional 
police forces were rushed in to bring 
the situation under control.

Eluru Range Deputy Inspector 
General of Police G Pala Raju, who 
rushed to Amalapuram, said they 
were observing restraint and trying 
to bring the situation under control. 
He said the injured police personnel 
were "not in danger."

Trouble started when the police 
allegedly prevented leaders of the 
Konaseema Sadhana Samiti from 
going into the district Collector's of-
fice for submitting a memorandum 
against renaming the district and 

resorted to a lathi-charge.
The Samiti was opposed to the 

proposed renaming of the newly-
created Konaseema district as B R 
Ambedkar Konaseema district.

As police tried to chase the Samiti 
leaders and workers away, stone 
pelting ensued. As trouble broke 
out, shops in the town downed their 
shutters even as the protestors al-
legedly went berserk and first set a 
school bus on fire.

They later went to the house of 
Transport Minister Viswarupu and 
torched it. Sensing trouble, police 
had by then moved the family mem-
bers of the ministers out to safety.

Later, the protestors targeted 
Mummidivaram MLA Ponnada 
Satish's residence and set it on fire.

"It was such a horrifying thing 
when a mob of 1,000-1,500 persons 
came and burnt our house. They 
were carrying petrol in bottles, 
which clearly indicated that they did 
all this intentionally," Satish said.

He and his family members were, 
however, moved to safety.

The state Home Minister Vanitha 
told reporters at the Secretariat here 
that some parties and anti-social ele-
ments apparently instigated the arson.

"It is unfortunate that over 20 police 
personnel sustained injuries in the in-
cident. We will conduct a thorough in-
vestigation into the incident and bring 
the culprits to book," she added.

Principal opposition Telugu Desam 
Party, BJP, Jana Sena and the Congress 
hit out at the government over 
its gross failure in controlling the 
Amalapuram situation.

"The arson in Konaseema, known 
for its peace, is unfortunate. The Home 
Minister made baseless allegations on a 
delicate issue. This is completely a fail-
ure of the government and the police," 
Telugu Desam chief N Chandrababu 
Naidu said in a statement.

Jana Sena chief K Pawan Kalyan 
lashed out at the Home Minister for 
blaming the opposition parties over 
the Amalapuram incidents.

"It is nothing but an effort to cover 
up the government's failure in main-
taining law and order. The ruling 

party is only seeking to push the 
blame on to the opposition to cover 
its failures," Kalyan said.

State BJP president Somu Veerraju 
strongly condemned the incidents 
and blamed the government for fail-
ing to ensure peace.

"The government should take re-
sponsibility for its failure to maintain 
peace in Konaseema," he added.

State Congress president Sake 
Sailajanath too blamed the govern-
ment over this. Former Director 
General of Police V Dinesh Reddy, 
too, found fault with the police.

"Instead of blaming I can say it is 
failure of police. (When I was) DGP 
of combined AP, such incidents were 
never allowed to boomerang on this 
scale," Dinesh Reddy said in a social 
media post.

He recalled that he worked as SP 
of the erstwhile East Godavari dis-
trict for a long period and people of 
Konaseema were found to be peace-
loving. "I am shocked at the turn of 
events," he added.

On April 4, the new Konaseema 
district was carved out of the erst-
while East Godavari.

Last week, the state government 
issued a preliminary notification 
seeking to rename Konaseema as B 
R Ambedkar Konaseema district and 
invited objections, if any, from the 
people.

Viswarupu said the proposal to 
rename the new district was based 
on the demand raised by all political 
parties.

In this backdrop, the Konaseema 
Sadhana Samiti objected to the 
proposed renaming of the district 
and wanted the name Konaseema 
retained.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Policeman Killed
and third from the Valley killed by mili-

tants in over a fortnight. On May 7, Constable 
Ghulam Hassan Dar, working as a driver in 
the newly introduced Emergency Response 
Support System (ERSS), was shot dead by mili-
tants near Aiwa Bridge along the busy Dr Ali 
Jan road.

A week later, Constable Reyaz Ahmad Thoker 
was shot dead inside his house in Gudoora vil-
lage on May 13.

“Qadri was with his daughter Safa when 
militants fired at him at a point blank range 
outside his house. Safa may not have been on 
the target of the militants as the initial report 
suggests that when the first bullet hit Qadri, 
his daughter may have anxiously hugged her 
father and in the same breath, the second bul-
let supposedly for Saifullah, hit her right arm,” 
a police source told Kashmir Observer.

The initial probe, the source noted, also sug-
gests that at least 3 militants may have been 
involved in this incident.

As per sources, Qadri, who was currently 
serving in the J&K Police’s Special Operations 
Group (SOG), was fired at least 4 times from a 
pistol at a point blank range.

If sources are to be believed, then several 
SOG personnel including Qadri had already 
been warned to avoid visiting home for a few 
days.

“However, it looks like Qadri could no longer 
stay away from his daughter and went back to 
his home, ignoring the issued warning,” The 
source said.

Meanwhile, in a statement issued here, a po-
lice spokesperson said that it has been learnt 
that militants fired indiscriminately upon 
Saifullah Qadri outside his house, leaving him 
and his daughter injured.

Qadri, he said, succumbed to his injuries at 
the hospital while the condition of his daugh-
ter is stated to be stable.

“Police has registered a case under relevant 
sections of law and initiated investigation. 
Officers continue to work to establish the full 
circumstances of the terror crime while the 
whole area has been cordoned off with the 
help of reinforcement and search in the area is 
going on,” the spokesperson said.

Talking to journalists on the sidelines of the 
wreath laying ceremony of slain policeman, 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir, Vijay 
Kumar said that the “perpetrators of this bar-
baric terror act” will be brought to justice very 
soon.

He also said that entire society including 
families of the militants should condemn the 
attacks on unarmed policeman and her nine-
year-old daughter.

“We pay our rich tributes to the martyr for 
his supreme sacrifice made in the line of duty 
and stand by his family at this crucial junc-
ture,” Kumar said.
3 Civilians Injured

GNS quoted BMO Yaripora Dr Nighat saying 
that 25 persons were received at the hospital 
but they had no splinter injuries.

“They were given the first aid and dis-
charged,” she added.
LG, Omar Condemn

“I strongly condemn the cowardly terror at-
tack in Soura, Srinagar. I assure the people that 
those behind this despicable attack will not go 
unpunished. I salute the martyr Policeman SgCt 
Saifullah Qadri. His service to the nation and su-
preme sacrifice will always be remembered,” LG 
Sinha tweeted.

“My thoughts are with the bereaved family. I 
pray for the speedy recovery of his daughter,” he 
added.

National Conference leader Omar Abdullah 

also condemned the killing.
“I unequivocally condemn this attack on 

Constable Saifullah Qadri of J&K police in which 
he lost his life.The cowardly attackers not only 
killed Const. Qadri but also injured his 7 year old 
daughter, who I understand is out of danger.

“May Allah grant Const Qadri a place in Jannat 
& may his family find strength to bear this great 
loss. A special prayer for the injured daughter for 
a quick & complete recovery,” Omar tweeted.

People’s Conference led by Sajad Lone con-
soled the killing of the cop.

“Heartfelt condolences with the family of po-
liceman Saifulla who was fired upon by terror-
ists killing him & injuring his daughter in broad 
daylight at capital Srinagar. May the departed 
soul find peace in heaven & prayers for the in-
jured daughter,” the party said in a tweet.

Congress also condemned the attack on a po-
lice cop, daughter in Soura, Srinagar.

Strongly condemning the attack, JKPCC Chief 
spokesperson Ravinder Sharma has said that 
such targetted attacks are part of a nefarious 
design but the forces behind such attacks shall 
never succeed.

“The government must check such attacks 
and ensure the Safety and security of innocent 
Citizens in kashmir,” Sharma added.
Polls In J&K

March 14 dealing with the number of con-
stituencies reserved for various categories and 
the second of May 5 dealing with the size of each 
constituency -- will come into effect together 
from May 20, the notification said.
LG Visits Family

the family, the officials said.
After the Lt Governor left the house, Rahul’s 

father Bitu Jee Bhat said Sinha assured his family 
of all possible help from the government.

We were assured that the government will do 
whatever possible to provide relief to us, he said.

Rahul’s wife said an assurance was given that 
she will get a better job besides the expenses for 
the education of her daughter would be borne by 
the government.

The agitated Kashmiri pandits are demanding ad-
equate compensation and a government job for the 
wife of the deceased.
KPs Continue

won’t resume duties till their demand for re-
location outside Kashmir is met.

Shouting slogans against district adminis-
tration, the protestors raised slogans like “we 
want justice”.

Sinha on Monday visited the Sheikhpora mi-
grant camp where Kashmiri Pandit employees 
have been protesting the killing of Rahul Bhat, 
and assured them that their problems will be 
addressed honestly.

Bhat (35), who had got the job of a clerk un-
der the special employment package for mi-
grants in 2010-11, was shot dead by Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorists at his office in the Chadoora 
area of central Kashmir’s Budgam district on 
May 12.

Sinha, during his interaction with protesting 
employees, admitted he was late in visiting the 
camp.

Referring to the demand for providing a 
government job to Bhat’s wife, the LG said her 
qualifications will be checked and whatever is 
feasible will be provided. Sinha told the pro-
testing employees that the pain he felt over 
Bhat’s killing was no less than what they felt.

There is nothing more unfortunate for the 
head of an administration than the killing of a 
government employee, he added.

Sinha expressed hope that the employees 
“will soon feel that many things have been 
done”.

“I want to assure you that I will honestly try 

that there is a redressal of your issues and that 
you live with your families at ease,” he LG said.

“This administration is committed to the 
welfare of its employees. There is a need to 
see our intention. There is no need to have any 
ill-feelings... I want to assure you that your 
problems will be addressed honestly and judi-
ciously,” Sinha said.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir had last 
week directed deputy commissioners to ac-
commodate Kashmiri Pandit employees close 
to their places of residence or at district head-
quarters, whichever is feasible for them.
Panel To Probe

medical officer to suspend two employees 
posted at the labour room, and order a probe.

Director Health Services, Jammu, Saleem-
ur-Rehman took the incident seriously and 
constituted a four-member committee and 
asked i5 to submit its report within two days.

The other members of the committee include 
Jyoti Bahu, Bio-Medical Waste Management 
Nodal Officer DHS Jammu, Ramban District 
Hospital Pediatrician Narinder, and Ramban 
District Hospital Gynecologist Shabir, accord-
ing to an order issued by Saleem-ur-Rehman 
late Monday evening.

The officials said the committee members 
are on their way to Banihal hospital to probe 
the matter and fix responsibility.

The baby was admitted in the government-
run super specialty G B Pant children hospital 
in Srinagar Monday, after being referred from 
the Banihal hospital.

The baby belonged to Basharat Ahmad 
Gujjar and Shameema Begum, who had a nor-
mal delivery Monday morning at the sub-dis-
trict hospital. They hail from Bankoot village, 3 
kms from Banihal town.
Delimitation Panel’s

unveiled the final electoral map of Assembly 
and Lok Sabha segments of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The panel has given six additional assembly 
seats to Jammu region, taking the number to 
43 from 37, whereas the Kashmir region got 
one additional seat, taking the number from 
46 to 47—(KNO)
Yasin Malik Likely

of terrorist gang or organisation) of the UAPA 
and sections 120-B (criminal conspiracy) and 
124-A (sedition) of the IPC.

The court had, meanwhile, formally framed 
charges against Kashmiri separatist leaders in-
cluding Farooq Ahmed Dar alias Bitta Karate, 
Shabbir Shah, Masarat Alam, Md Yusuf Shah, 
Aftab Ahmad Shah, Altaf Ahmad Shah, Nayeem 
Khan, Md Akbar Khanday, Raja Mehrajuddin 
Kalwal, Bashir Ahmad Bhat, Zahoor Ahmad 
Shah Watali, Shabir Ahmad Shah, Abdul Rashid 
Sheikh and Naval Kishore Kapoor.

The charge sheet was also filed against 
Lashkar-e-Taiba founder Hafiz Saeed and 
Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed Salahuddin, who 
have been declared proclaimed offenders in 
the case.
Nomads Fear Losses

“We are stuck with our sheep and goats in 
the open on the road sides without food and 
fodder and are compelled to survive under 
open sky,” Bashir Bau (69), who belongs to the 
nomadic Gujjar community, said at Guldanda 
on Bhaderwah-Pathankot highway.

Hailing from Lakhanpur in Kathua district, 
Bau claimed that he lost nearly 15 lambs and 
goats over the past few days due to intense 
cold.

“We are in a fix and unable to decide wheth-
er to stay back or go ahead,” he said.

Sain Mohammad of Kathua’s Basholi said 

they were heading towards Padri meadow 
with their cattle when they were caught in the 
inclement weather and forced to stay back at 
Sarthal.

“We are finding it extremely difficult to ar-
range fodder for our animals. If the weather 
shows no improvement, we will have to face 
huge losses,” he said.

According to the 2011 census, high altitude 
meadows of Chenab Valley, which spread 
from Bhaderwah to Jawahar tunnel (Banihal) 
and Marmat (Doda) to Paddar and Marwah 
(Kishtwar), house 30,000 nomads and lakhs of 
their cattle, including sheep, goats, buffaloes, 
horses and mules during summer months.

However, some tribal organisations claim 
that the number of the nomadic population has 
increased to more than one lakh.

“We are heading for a major crisis and the 
government agencies need to come forward 
for our rescue,” General Secretary, Anjuman-
e-Taraqqi Gojri Adab, Jan Mohd Hakeem said.

Hakeem said over one lakh Gujjar and 
Bakarwal tribes move towards the high-
altitude meadows and vast grazing fields of 
Chenab Valley every year during summers 
from the plains of Jammu, Kathua, Samba in 
Jammu and Kashmir, and Jalandhar, Ludhiana 
and Hoshiarpur districts in Punjab.

The meteorological department has predict-
ed improvement in the overall weather condi-
tions from Wednesday morning.
How Perfume, Meat

deer are endemic to the mountains of Asia, and 
six of these are listed by International Union for 
Conservation of Nature as endangered.

“Most of the current habitats of Kashmiri 
musk deer will disappear in the 2050s or the 
2070s except in Uttarakhand and west Nepal 
and their adjacent areas in Tibet,” the research 
said.

Poaching and habitat destruction, experts 
believe, are the two major activities that are 
responsible for the decline in their population.

The male musk deer are mainly poached be-
cause of their scent glands—considered more 
valuable than gold—used to produce perfumes 
and traditional medicine.

Markhors

Markhor is the world’s largest species of wild 
goat having a limited geographical distribution 
in India, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Tajikistan. In India, the wild goat species is 
only found in Jammu & Kashmir.

According to a survey conducted by Wildlife 
Trust India in 2004-05, 35 markhor groups com-
prising of 155 individuals were sighted in Hirpura 
and Kazinag.

The survey mentions that poaching has 
been the main threat to markhors in J&K due 
to which the wild goats were reduced to near 
extermination.

Most of the areas where markhors were 
found were inaccessible during winters due 
to heavy snowfall which helped the locals to 
kill it for meat, mentions the survey, adding, 
“Markhor meat is locally regarded as the tasti-
est wild meat.”

According to the survey, shelling along the 
Line of Control (LoC) for many years has also 
affected the population of markhors.

Another similar report about the status of 
markhors in J&K, states that intensive grazing 
by the livestock of Bakkarwals has made the 
areas inaccessible to markhors which has led 
to the shrinking of the available habitat space 
for the wild goat.

Snow Leopards
The species are found in the higher 

Himalayan and trans-Himalayan landscape at 
an altitude between 3,000 and 5,400 meters. 

Within India, they’re found in J&K, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal 
Pradesh.

According to a research by Supriya Bhatt, 
India’s leopard population has declined by 
75-90% between 120 and 200 years owing to 
threats such as the depletion of prey popula-
tion, destruction of habitat, human-leopard 
conflict, and poaching.

“Widespread conversion of the biodiver-
sity-rich habitats into land for cultivation and 
human habitation has resulted in extensive 
habitat loss for wildlife including leopard,” 
mentions the study by Athar Noor on the densi-
ty of leopard in the forest of Dachigam National 
Park and north-western Himalaya.“The low 
densities of prey represent an alarming status 
of the species.”

Another cause for the decline of the popu-
lation of snow leopard is human-wildlife 
conflict. According to Census 2011, Jammu 
& Kashmir has a population of 1.25 crores as 
compared to a population of 1.01 crore in 2001, 
leading to an increase in land demand, food, 
raw materials, and many other resources that 
are procured at the cost of nature.
8 Militant Associates

arrested and further leads were devel-
oped that lead police and security forces 
to bust a militant module of JeM operating 
in Awantipora, a police spokesperson said 
Tuesday.

He identified the alleged militant associates 
as Mushtaq Ahmad Dar, Ishfaq Ahmad Dar and 
Manzoor Ahmad Dar, all residents of Wagad, 
Fayaz Ahmad Rather, Shabir Ahmad ,Mohd 
Latief Rather and Waseem Ahmad Bhat, resi-
dent of Pastuna, besides Sheeraz Ahmad Mir 
of Aripal.

“Incriminating materials including ammuni-
tion were also recovered from their possession. 
Besides, vehicle used in the commission of the 
crime has also been seized,” he said.

The spokesperson said that preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed that the accused were 
involved in providing shelter, logistics and 
transportation of arms/ammunition to two ac-
tive Jaish militants Asif Sheikh and Ajaz Bhat.

“In this connection, a case vide FIR No. 
75/2022 under relevant sections of law has 
been registered at Police Station Tral and fur-
ther investigation is in progress,” he added.
No New Covid

reported no cases on Tuesday, three people 
tested positive for Coronavirus in Jammu dis-
trict, taking the number of people infected 
since the outbreak of pandemic in J&K to 
454207, officials said.

“Moreover, 04 Covid-19 patients recovered 
during the time, 02 from Jammu Division and 
02 from Kashmir, they said.

Also, the officials said that the death toll in 
the pandemic remained unchanged at 4752 in 
J&K, as no fresh fatality was reported during 
the last 24 hours.
Missing Teenager

village in Kulgam on Tuesday afternoon. His 
body was taken by a police team for carrying 
out medico-legal formalities.

According to the family, Wani had gone 
missing from the Darul Uloom on May 9.

“A probe has been initiated into the matter,” 
officials told a local news agency KNO

“He was studying at a Darul Uloom in 
Shopian’s Pinjoora area and was also studying 
in class 9th,” they added.
Man Arrested

the help of the department’s technical team, 
a police spokesman said. Further investigation 
is underway, he added. (PTI)

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office Of The execuTive engineer Mechanical DivisiOn, 
Mechanical engineering DeparTMenT, KashMir, srinagar  

 Fax No: 0194-2497093 | email: xenmds@gmail.com | website: www.medkashmir.org

CORRIGENDUM RETENDER
Subject:  Repairs to Departmental inspection vehicle JK01L8320 and LRV Stallion 

Ashok Leyland
Reference:	 This	Office	NIT No: MDS/TS /2021-22/05/e_tendering Dated: 25.04.2022 

2022_PWDJK_166818_1
Due	to	no	response,	 the	above	referred	NIT	 issued	by	 this	office	 for	 the	subject	

work is hereby retendered and critical dates are extended as under:

Particulars Critical dates Extended upto
Last date of submission of Online bids. Up to 28.05.2022 ( Upto 06.55 PM)
Date of opening of bids. 30.05.2022 (02.00 PM)
All	other	terms,	conditions	&	technical	specifications	of	the	NIT	shall	remain	same.

Sd/-
No: MDS /TS-/  956-60  Executive Engineer,
Dated:    23.05.2022  Mechanical Division,
DIPK-2580-22  Srinagar

Medical Employees 
Pen-Down Strike Hits 
Routine Services In Jammu

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Medical employees 
in most government hospitals 
across the Jammu region ob-
served a three-hour pen-down 
strike Tuesday in support of 
their various demands includ-
ing convening the departmen-
tal promotion committee (DPC) 
meeting pending for four years.

The strike which started around 
10 am badly affected the Out Pa-
tient Department (OPD) facility as 
well as routine surgeries but the 
emergency services continued 
unaffected, officials said.

Blaming the strike on the 
government, Jammu and Kash-
mir Medical Employees Fed-
eration (Jammu) president Su-
shil Sudan said they have raised 

their demands peacefully over 
the past four years but no ac-
tion was taken.

“We have genuine demands 
which need to be addressed by 
the government. The last DPC 
meeting was held over four 
years ago which otherwise is 
supposed to be held every six 
months,” he said.

He said the strike was suc-
cessful across the Jammu region 
as the employees responded to 
the call and staged peaceful 
demonstrations inside the hos-
pitals during the strike period.

Leading a separate protest, 
J&K Medical Employees Federa-
tion (Gandhi Nagar) president 
Rakesh Bakshi said the admin-
istrative department of health 
& family welfare has failed to 

frame rules of promotions lead-
ing to thousands of vacancies.

Baskshi alleged the admin-
istration failed to resolve the 
permanent salary issue of Fe-
male Multipurpose Workers 
and other staff who are getting 
salaries under Head -2211 Fam-
ily Welfare scheme.

“The salary of FMPH Workers 
and other staff has been pending 
for the last five months,” he said, 
also urging the government to 
register leftover government in-
service Pharmacists under the 
new pharmacy act 1948 section 
32-C, which was implemented 
in the union territory after the 
abrogation of Article 370.

He also demanded the res-
toration of the old pension 
scheme for all UT employees.

J&K SSB Registers Highest Ever 
Recruitment In 2021-22
CS Directs Timely Completion Of All Recruitments Through A 
Transparent And Accountable Process

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Chief Secre-
tary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta on 
Tuesday chaired a meeting to 
take stock of recruitments be-
ing made through the J&K Public 
Service Commission, J&K Service 
Selection Board, J&K Police Re-
cruitment Board and J&K Bank.

The Principal Secretary, Gen-
eral Administration Depart-
ment and concerned officers 
participated in the meeting.

It was informed that among all 
recruiting agencies, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Service Selection 
Board has recruited the highest 
number of candidates for vari-
ous departmental posts through 
a transparent recruitment pro-
cess. The figure for the financial 
year 2021-22 stands at 9,390.

Cumulatively, during 2021-

22, a total of 11,434 recruit-
ments were made including 
9,390, 561, and 1,483 selections 
by J&K Service Selection Board, 
J&K Public Service Commission, 
and J&K Bank, respectively.

It was further informed that 
the J&K SSB has registered the 
highest ever recruitment in 
2021-22, since its inception by 
selecting 9,390 candidates. Pre-
viously, the J&K Service Selec-

tion Board recruited 8,580 and 
8,115 candidates in 2009 and 
2015, respectively. Pertinently, 
during 2019-20 and 2020-21, 
3,687 and 1,447 recruitments 
were made by the Board.

The Chief Secretary im-
pressed upon all recruiting 
agencies to ensure transparent 
and accountable recruitment 
process for selecting eligible 
candidates for various posts 
being referred by different de-
partments, which has been the 
distinguishing feature of recent 
recruitments, providing equal 
opportunity to all and merit as 
sole criteria for selections. They 
were directed to complete the 
respective recruitment cycles 
in a time bound manner to op-
timally augment the human re-
source requirement of various 
government offices.

JKRLM Trains 125 Women As ‘DIGI-Pay Sakhi’
2000 Villages Being Covered In First Phase

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In an endeavor to pro-
mote door to door digital banking 
and financial services in remote 
areas of Jammu Kashmir, J&K Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission (JKRLM) 
has trained 125 women from Self 
Help Groups as DIGI-Pay Sakhis in 
2000 villages under Mission ‘One 
Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay 
Sakhi’, an official spokesperson 
said Tuesday.

He said that the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha, led administra-
tion is taking several ground break-
ing steps to transform the lives of 
women of Jammu and Kashmir es-
pecially those living in rural areas 
by engaging them in gainful liveli-
hood interventions.

He added that Governor, during 
the launch of Mission ‘One Gram 
Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi’ in 
the UT last year had distributed 80 

Aadhaar Enabled Payment Systems 
(AEPs) among the DIGI-Pay Sakhis 
under JKRLM.

“Lieutenant Governor said that DI-
GI-Pay Sakhi has introduced financial 
inclusion within the UT’s Self Help 
Group (SHG) ecosystem creating 
much needed financial access points 
with greater transparency even in re-
motest of the areas,” he added,

Apart from depositing money, 
the village population can also avail 
the benefits of additional bank-
ing and financial services such as 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan 
Yojana, registration of Kisan Credit 
Card etc, LG added.

The spokesperson said that be-
lieving that Nari Shakti’s social and 
economic independence is the bed-
rock of any nation’s progress, the 
J&K administration has started a 
mass movement for socio-econom-
ic uplift of women across the UT.

He said that the three new initia-

tives of Digi-Pay, Krishi Sakhi and 
Pashu Sakhi besides several other 
programs of women empowerment 
such as Hausla, Tejaswini, UMEED, 
Rise Together will further supple-
ment the efforts of J&K government 
in empowering women and making 
them a key partner in UT’s develop-
ment journey.

“In a first of its kind, J&K govern-
ment is working to set up Women 
Industrial Estate at Udhampur In-
dustrial Estate to further strength-
en the Women Entrepreneurs Eco-
system in J&K,” he added.

With increasing female literacy 
rate, the spokesperson said, en-
hanced access to quality education, 
encouraging more and more wom-
en to become entrepreneurs and 
providing financial support for the 
uplift of women, Jammu and Kash-
mir is now leading in the world of 
women empowerment.

Meanwhile, Rural Livelihoods 

Mission, J&K has trained DIGI-Pay 
Sakhis in financial services train-
ing courses run by BSE in J&K. The 
DIGI-Pay Sakhis are also spreading 
awareness among rural women to 
avail maximum benefit of various 
central and UT sponsored schemes.

The Digi-Pay Sakhis are also play-
ing a key role in giving wings to the 
dreams of rural women in becom-
ing independent and progressive 
women, an official said.

JKRLM is not only training 
women associated with Self Help 
Groups in financial services but is 
giving them marketing support to 
sell their goods to the bigger con-
sumer base online.

The SHG products are now avail-
able on e-commerce platforms like 
Amazon, Flipkart and Meesho and 
JKRLM is helping rural women to 
connect with global e-commerce 
platforms thus increasing the scale 
of their business.

BJP Only Exploited 
Kashmiri Pandits: Mehbooba

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: PDP President Me-
hbooba Mufti on Tuesday ac-
cused the BJP of only exploit-
ing the situation of Kashmiri 
Pandits and doing 
nothing for their 
welfare.

“The BJP has only 
exploited Kashmiri 
pandits. If anything 
was done for the 
Kashmiri pandits, 
like their shift-
ing from tents to 
flats, it was done in 
Manmohan Singh’s tenure, and 
when Mufti (Mohammad Say-
eed) sahib and (Ghulam Nabi) 
Azad sahib or Omar (Abdullah) 
sahib were here (as CMs),” Me-
hbooba told reporters here.

She said it was Manmohan 
Singh as Prime Minister who 
made the PM’s employment 
package for Kashmiri Pandits.

“The transit accommodations 
were also done under those 
governments. What has the BJP 
done? They have been directly 
ruling Kashmir for the last four 
years, tell me one thing they 

have done for the Kashmiri 
pandits?” she asked.

Mehbooba said that during 
her tenure as chief minister, 
the government paid salaries 
to Kashmiri Pandit employ-

ees even as they 
stayed at home 
due to unrest in 
Kashmir.

“When the situ-
ation was bad in 
2016, we gave the 
Kashmiri pan-
dits salaries for 
17 months while 
they were staying 

home,” she said.
Mehbooba attacked the J&K 

administration saying there 
were rumours that the govern-
ment has transferred over 800 
Kashmiri Pandit employees – 
all either relatives or friends of 
people from the BJP — to Jammu.

“I have heard that they have 
transferred 800-850 blue-eyed 
employees under the PM’s 
package to Jammu. So, the an-
ger of Kashmiri pandits is in-
evitable when you transfer the 
relatives and friends of (BJP) 
leaders,” she said. 

J&K Has A Special Place In 
PM’s Heart: Power Minister

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Union Minister Krishan 
Pal Gurjar on Tuesday said that 
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka 
Vishwas' is the main mantra of 
present dispensation towards 
ensuring holistic development 
of all regions of the country with 
emphasis on unattended parts.

The minister of state for Power 
and Heavy Industries said Jam-
mu and Kashmir has a special 
place in the heart of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

The central government has 
put an end to corruption ensuring 
a more responsive and account-
able governance to people at door 
steps. Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas 
and Sabka Vishwas is its main 
mantra towards ensuring holistic 
development of all regions of the 
country with emphasis on unat-
tended parts, he said.

Gurjar concluded his two-day 
tour of Samba district with e-in-
auguration of several mega devel-
opment projects besides attend-
ing a Public Outreach Programme 
at Jakh village of Vijaypur.

The projects inaugurated 
included 4 km road in Papad 
Avtara constructed at a cost of 
Rs 173.48 lakh, up gradation of 
PMGSY road in Taloor costing 
Rs 129.80 lakh, Water Supply 
Schemes at Smailpur, Kartholi, 
Rajinderpura, Lower Birpur and 
Gurha Salthia commissioned un-
der Jal Jeevan Mission involving 
an amount of Rs 1029.53 lakh, an 

official spokesman said.
"Hitherto neglected regions 

in J&K are now experiencing a 
new era of growth and develop-
ment with the launch of several 
initiatives like establishment of 
AIIMS, IITs, enhanced road and 
Railway networks, 'Har Ghar Nal, 
Nal Main Jal', 24 hour electricity 
among others " the minister said.

Responding to issues and con-
cerns raised by the people of the 
district, he assured that all these 
grievances and demands will be 
taken up at the appropriate fo-
rum for an early redressal.

Earlier, the minister distribut-
ed assistive aids including hear-
ing aids and wheelchairs among 
the Social Welfare Department 
beneficiaries besides giving 
away sanctioned loan amount to 
beneficiaries of various employ-
ment generation schemes.

Gurjar also inspected stalls 
established by different depart-
ments to raise awareness among 
people about various govern-
ment schemes and programmes 
meant for their socio-economic 
emancipation. He appreciated 
the efforts of the administration 
in creating widespread aware-
ness about the schemes.

He also exhorted upon the 
public to reap benefits under 
various government sponsored 
schemes including PMAY, Jan 
Dhan Yojana, Social Security 
Schemes, Financial inclusion 
schemes, employment genera-
tion schemes and others.

DC Anantnag Orders 
Strict Action Against 
Illegal Constructions

Observer News Service

ANANTNAG: The District Adminis-
tration Anantnag issued a circular 
on Tuesday directing officials to act 
tough against illegal constructions 
in the district.

The illegal construction includes 
those being taken up without solic-
iting building permissions from Mu-
nicipalities/ competent authorities 
or without applying for change of 
land use.

As per the circular issued, Teh-
sildars /BDOs/ Agriculture Exten-
sion Officers have been directed 
to stop all such illegal construc-
tions until prior permission for 
change in land use has been 
sought by the parties. Further 
SDMs / Tehsildars have been di-
rected to report all such cases to 
the registering authorities so that 
no sale/ transfer of such proper-
ties can be affected.

Further, Revenue/ RDD/Agri-
culture departments have been 
directed to put up an exhaustive 
list of all such illegal construc-
tions along with geo tagged pho-
tographs and stop such construc-
tions immediately while issuing 
notices to the defaulters.

3-Day Pahari Cultural 
Festival Opens At Uri

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: In a bid to pro-
mote and preserve the tradi-
tional and cultural festivals of 
Jammu and Kashmir so that the 
younger generations are linked 
to their roots, J&K Academy of 
Art, Culture and Languages Sri-
nagar with an active collabora-
tion of District administration 
Baramulla on Tuesday kick 
started 3 days long Pahari Cul-
tural Festival here at Mini Sta-
dium Uri during which a variety 
of cultural and linguistic items 
including Pahari Tarana, Musi-
cal Items, Mushaira and Pahari 
Folk Dance are being presented 
depicting the importance of the 
Pahari culture.

The 3 Days Pahari Cultural 
Festival was today inaugurated 
by Chief guest, Chairperson 
District Development Council 
Baramulla Safeena Beigh and 
witnessed a participation of 
Director Tourism Jammu and 
Kashmir, Dr. G.N. Itoo as a spe-
cial guest , SDM Uri Harvinder 
Singh (IAS) and all the senior of-
ficers of district, students, poets, 
writers, musicians, cultural ac-
tivists besides a large number of 
people across the district.

At the outset, Chief guest 
along with guest of honor and 
other concerned inspected  vari-
ous kinds of stalls that were in-
stalled on the occasion  depict-
ing the culture, heritage and 
language of the region.

On the first day of the festival, 
a series of performances were 
showcased which reflects the 
cultural ethos of the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir.

On the occasion, the poets and 
some renowned artists of valley 
together mesmerized the audi-
ence with their performance, 
which was equally received 
with great applause.

The Artists presented patri-
otic songs and renowned poets 
recited their patriotic poems in 
Urdu, Gojri and Pahari. A variety 
of cultural items were also pre-
sented which received a quite 
applause from the participants.

Addressing at the event, 
Chairperson District Develop-
ment Council Baramulla, Safee-
na Beigh referred to the richness 
of Pahari language and said that 
it is the dominant language in 
Sub division Uri and has a great 
historic importance. She said 
that this socio linguistic group 
has been classified in the First 
Linguistic Survey of India.

Elucidating further, Safeena 
Beigh said that Pahari Culture is 
a rich tradition with distinct tra-
ditional Attires , Folk Songs and 
Language and it is the prime re-
sponsibility of all Paharis to pre-
serve the Cultural and Linguistic 
traditions of the area.

The Director Tourism Jammu 
and Kashmir, Dr. G.N. Itoo also 
spoke on the occasion and high-
lighted the importance of preserv-
ing and protecting the culture and 
heritage of Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that these festivals 
help increase tourism and cul-
tural exchange in the union terri-
tory as the tourists visiting here 
across the country or abroad 
show keen interest in knowing 
the culture and heritage of the 
region. He further stated that JK 
Tourism encourages these cul-
tural festivals as it gives boost to 
the tourism sector.

He further termed the pro-
gramme as a grand step in en-
hancing the popularity of Pahari 
languages.

Other speakers also stressed 
upon the fact that promotion 
of those languages is inevitable 
for the development of the soci-
ety, as they stand as the mark of 
identity for the people.

Police Medals

NC Says Sheikh Will Continue 
To Rule Hearts Of People

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: A day after Jam-
mu and Kashmir government 
announced that the image of 
National Conference founder 
Sheikh Abdullah embossed 
on the J-K Police medals will 
be replaced with the na-
tional emblem, the party on 
Tuesday hit back, terming 
the move as a nefarious attempt 
to erase history and said he will 
continue to rule the hearts of 
the people here.

With due respect to the Na-
tional Emblem, these attempts 
to erase our history, identity 
and icons show nefariousness 
of those running the show, NC 
state spokesperson Imran Nabi 
Dar said here.

Dar said replacing names will 
not change anything and the NC 
founder and former chief min-
ister will continue to rule the 
hearts of the people of J-K.

People of J-K have struggled 
on many fronts to be where 
they are now. They fought op-

pression, autocracy. No one can 
change that. Not by replacing/

changing names. Sheikh Sb will 
continue to rule the hearts of 
people of J-K, no matter what 
they or their masters do, the 
spokesperson said.

The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment on Monday announced 
that the image of the NC founder 
popularly known as 'Sher-i-Kash-
mir' embossed on the J-K Police 
medals for gallantry and meri-
torious service will be replaced 
with the national emblem.

An order to this effect was is-
sued by the home department.

The government had earlier 
renamed Sher-i-Kashmir Police 
Medals' as Jammu and Kashmir 
Police Medals'.

NIESBUD Holds Week Long 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme For Youth Of J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Dr. Poonam Sinha, 
Director, National Institute For 
Entrepreneurship & Small Busi-
ness Development (NIESBUD) 
Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, Govern-
ment Of India Tuesday inaugu-
rated a week long Entrepreneur-
ship Development Programme 
for the youth of Jammu in as-
sociation with NSTI Srinagar 
and Govt Polytechnic College for 
Women Jammu and Kashmir.

In her inaugural address, Dr 
Sinha highlighted the impor-
tance of entrepreneurship cul-
ture among the farming com-
munity and marked the various 
opportunities in the sector.

Dr Sinha briefed the partici-
pants about the different pro-
grams by NIESBUD and various 

opportunities in the entrepre-
neurship sector. She expressed 
her views on the scope of entre-
preneurship in Jammu and Kash-
mir, handholding and mentoring 
of entrepreneurs, value addition 
and marketing of the produce at 
national and international level. 
She asked the participating en-
trepreneurs to become job pro-
viders rather than job seekers. 
Dr Sinha further said that the 
promotion of entrepreneurship 
culture among the youth could 
make a big difference and will 
contribute to the overall devel-
opment of the economy.

Guest speakers on the occasion, 
including Shri D.K. Singh, Chief 
Consultant NIESBUD, gave a de-
tailed lecture on agripreneurship 
and agripreneural opportunities, 
government schemes and sup-
port ecosystem for youth.
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