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SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS IN GOVT SCHOOLS 
TRIGGERS ‘CRISIS-LIKE’ SITUATION IN RAMBAN

THE ULTIMATE MONKEYPOX FAQ 
The latest outbreak of monkeypox has, at the time 
of writing, reached 17 countries with 110 confirmed 
cases and a further 205 suspected cases. It’s a 
fast-moving story, so if you need to catch up on 
the latest, here are answers to some of the most 
pressing questions.

The acute shortage of teaching staff in government-run 
schools has triggered a “crisis-like” situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Ramban district, a senior government official said 

An awareness programme on Menstrual Hygiene was conducted 
by JK Women’s Welfare Foundation at Government Girls Higher 
Secondary School (GHSS) Kothi Bagh. The event was held with the 
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AWARENESS PROGRAMME ON MENSTRUAL 
HYGIENE HELD AT KOTHI BAGH GHSS
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13 Test Corona Positive In 
J&K

 

Observer News Service

 

Srinagar: At least 13 more 
people tested positive for 
Coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday while 
no fresh fatality was reported 
across the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

 

While Jammu division re-
corded just a single new case 
of Covid-19, the remaining 12, 
officials said, were detected 
from several districts of the 
Valley, taking the number 
of people infected since the 
onset of pandemic in J&K to 
453690.

A friend is a
 second self

- Aristotle

Widom

Oil Tanker Mows 
Down Newly-Wed Cop
Srinagar: A newly-wed 
policemen died after hit by 
an oil tanker in Shadipora 
Payeen area in north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora district early this 
morning. News agency GNS 
reported the Farhad Ali, 
posted in District Police Lines 
Bandipora, son | More on P10

Minor Earthquake 
In Kashmir
Srinagar: An earthquake of 
3.4 magnitude on the Richter 
scale hit Jammu and Kashmir 
on Monday, but there were 
no reports of any damage, 
officials said. The earthquake 
was recorded | More on P10

J&K Logs Five 
New Covid Cases
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
on Monday recorded five fresh 
COVID-19 cases that took its 
tally to 4,54,204, while the death 
toll remained unchanged at 
4,752, officials said.
Of the fresh cases, | More on P10

Heart Attack Kills 
CRPF Man, BSF Man 
Electrocuted
Srinagar: A BSF trooper died of 
electrocution at railway station 
on Monday while another CRPF 
man died of heart attack at 
Lower Munda in Qazigund area 
of South Kashmir’s Anantnag.
A police official told a local news 
agency KNO | More on P10
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Won't Rest Till We Root-
Out Militancy From J&K: LG
Urges Protesting KPs Not To Fall Prey To ‘Petty Politics’

More Govt Employees 
Under Lens Of 
Security Agencies

Govt Removes 
Civil Judge 
From Services
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Monday ter-
minated the services of a civil 
judge with immediate effect, 
an official order said.

The order, issued by the de-
partment of law, justice and 
parliamentary affairs (judi-
cial administration section), 
informed the removal of the 
Civil Judge (Junior Division)/
Munsiff Naveen Jamwal.

No reason was specified 
for Jamwal's termination.

In his order, secretary to gov-
ernment Achal Sethi said the 
judge was removed on the rec-
ommendations of the full court 
of the High Court of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

"Lieutenant Governor is 
pleased to order the removal 
of Jamwal from | More on P10

Police To Identify 
Fake Media Groups 
In Ramban
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: Taking serious note 
of mushrooming of illegal 
web news channels, authori-
ties in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ramban on Monday asked 
police to identify all such fake 
media groups which are op-
erating without any proper 
registration in the district.

The decision of the 
District Magistrate, 
Ramban, Mussarat Islam to 
verify the antecedents and 
source of funding of all so-
called journalists through 
local police was welcomed 
by the working journalist 
association of the district.

In a letter addressed to 
the Senior Superintendent 
of Police, | More on P10

National Emblem Replaces 
Sheikh Abdullah On JKP Medal

Replacement Work Halts Evening 
Flights At Srinagar Airport
No Flights After Sunset Till Approach Lights Are Installed: Director AAI

Govt Not To Disengage 
'Rehbar-E-Khel', 
Other Employees
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir government on 
Monday said it has no plans to 
disengage employees work-
ing under its 'Rehbar-e-Khel', 
'Rehbar-e-Janglat' and Nehru 
Yuva Club schemes.

The clarification comes 
amidst protests by people em-
ployed under these schemes 
and criticism by political par-
ties over the purported govern-
ment order to re-advertise the 
posts through | More on P10

Agencies

Budgam: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha Monday reached 
out to protesting Kashmiri 
Pandits in Budgam district 
and stated that in the past few 
years security forces were hav-
ing upper hand ‘but’ even shad-
ows are suspects in Kashmir.

He, however, was quick that 
the roots of militancy have 
been strong in the Valley and 
besides that the eco-system 
that provided oxygen to it re-
mained ticking but his govern-
ment is committed to root-out 
militancy from Kashmir soil.

Addressing agitating 
Kashmiri Pandits at Sheikhpora 
migrant colony, Sinha said secu-
rity forces in Kashmir have been 
having an upper hand in the 

Valley. “But we can’t even trust 
shadows as for us, even shad-
ows are suspects…,” he said.

“Who knows someone among 
you may be informing others 

about what I am telling you…”
He said the administration 

was fully aware of the suffer-
ings of Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) 
and is committed | More on P10

Agencies

Srinagar: The J&K adminis-
tration on Monday ordered 
replacing Sher-i-Kashmir 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
embossed on one side of the 
police medal for Gallantry 
and Meritorious Service with 
‘The National Emblem of 
Government of India’.

“It is hereby ordered that 
in modification to the Para 
4 of the Jammu & Kashmir 
Police Medal Scheme, the 

Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah em-
bossed on one side of the 
medal shall be replaced with 
"The National Emblem of 
Government of India” and 
the other side inscribed with 
the J&K State Emblem shall 
be inscribed as "Jammu and 
Kashmir Police Medal for 
Gallantry" and "Jammu and 
Kashmir Police Medal for 
Meritorious Service' in case of 
Gallantry/Meritorious Medal, 
as the case may | More on P10

Agencies

New Delhi: More govern-
ment employees are on the 
radar of the security agen-
cies for militant links in 
Jammu and Kashmir and it 
is expected that the govern-
ment will sack them soon, 
the sources in the security 
network on Monday said.

The sources further said 
that the people who are on 
the radar of the agencies are 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff of the Kashmir University, 
while some of them are work-
ing in the J&K government.

The government has asked 
the intelligence agencies to 
prepare a list of those em-
ployees of university, school 
and government offices who 
are sympathizers of militant 
outfits or spreading the sep-
aratism among the students 
and the local people.

The intelligence agencies 
in J&K have prepared three 
categories of such govern-
ment employees and teach-
ers who are involved in 
spreading the ideology of 

the militant organisations.
Among the University 

teachers, it was learnt that 
15 professors or lecturers 
are on the radar of the se-
curity forces and three of 
them need immediate action 
while 15 are on the watch 
list, the sources said.

Those who are under 
the first category will be 
sacked immediately after a 
Committee's recommenda-
tion which has been consti-
tuted under Article 311(2)
(C) of the Constitution while 
those kept under second cat-
egory are on the watch of the 
security agencies and the 
third category, the misguid-
ed government employees 
will be taken for counsel-
ling to get them back in the 
mainstream, they added.

The officials in the secu-
rity grid in J&K said that the 
majority of university teach-
ers are against militancy and 
have no anti-India sentiments.

Recently, the J&K govern-
ment had dismissed one pro-
fessor Altaf Hussain Pandit 
of the Kashmir | More on P10

BANIHAL SHOCKER!

Newborn Comes Back To Life 
After Doctors Declare Her Dead
Press Trust Of India

Banihal: A baby girl who 
was declared dead in a 
hospital here soon after 
her birth on Monday was 
found to be alive when 
her family was forced to 
dig up her grave nearly 
an hour after she was 
buried, officials said.

Locals in the area ob-
jected to her burial in 
their graveyard and in-
sisted she be buried at 
her ancestral graveyard.

The miraculous survival 

of the just-born girl trig-
gered protests by her 
relatives against the gov-
ernment, prompting the 
administration to suspend 

two employees posted at 
the labour room, and order 
a probe, the officials said.

Local sarpanch 
Manzoor Alyas Wani said 
the baby belonged to 
Basharat Ahmad Gujjar 
and Shameema Begum, 
who had a normal deliv-
ery Monday morning at 
the sub-district hospital.

They hail from 
Bankoot village, 3 kms 
from Banihal town of 
Ramban district. Wani 
alleged the baby was de-
clared | More on P10

Zaid Bin Shabir

Srinagar: The recently 
undertaken work for up-
gradation of Srinagar 
International Airport’s 
runway has disrupted the 
schedule of post sunset 
flights leading to cancel-
lation of several evening 
flights in the past few days.

Taking to the microblog-
ging site, Twitter, Director 
Airports Authority of India ( 
Srinagar) Kuldeep Singh on 
Sunday wrote that the IAF is 
installing a new Instrument 
Landing System at our air-
port. “As a part of this change 
the Approach Lights are also 
being replaced. The removal 
of old lights began on May 
15th. The installation of new 
lights is likely to be com-
pleted by Jul 15th.” Director 

Srinagar Airport, Kuldeep 
Singh said in his tweet.

As per the aviation regu-
lator of India, Singh noted, 
no flights can operate post 
sunset till the new light-
ing system on the runway 
is in place. “The DGCA has 
directed that in the ab-
sence of these lights, the 
night flying operations after 

sunset cannot be permitted 
Therefore, four flights were 
cancelled by various airlines 
yesterday.” Singh Tweeted.

In his tweet, the Airport 
Director further said that 
“As flights are not permit-
ted after sunset, such can-
cellations may continue till 
the Approach Lights instal-
lation is | More on P10

ENOUGH BLOOD HAS FLOWN IN KASHMIR. Roots of militancy have 
remained stronger here in Jammu and Kashmir and there was a time 
when even the case was not being registered.
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CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
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ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Srinagar | Tuesday| 24-05-2022 2
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer FBI  DivisionTangmarg

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Fresh e-NIT No. 18 OF 2022-23 Dated:-21-05-2022

JJM
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (FBI) Division Tangmarg invites e-tenders from reputed and resourceful Bidders/ Firms/Companies/ of all classes registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways 
or any other state Government for below mentioned works at various Water Supply schemes of FBI Division Tangmarg of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).
The bidding process shall be completed online on www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of General Terms and Conditionsand Technical Specifications and Cover 2nd consisting of Financial Bid on overall per-
centage rate basis, in the prescribed BOQ.

Sr.No Particulars of the work Estimated cost in 
lacs

Tender Fee (in 
Rs)

Earnest Money 
Deposit

Bid Validity 
Period

Time of completion 
of work (in days)

1 	 Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Mains consisting of GMS Tubes and Ductile Iron Pipes of 
different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and control valves.
	 Construction of Ground Service Reservoirs (GSRs), Slow Sand Filtration Plants.
	 Execution of ancillary civil works like Spring Covers, Boundary walls, Protection Works etc.
at various Water Supply schemes of FBI DivisionTangmarg of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM)

As per ANNEXURE-I 
to this bid document.

500/- 02% of the esti-
mated cost

90 days As per ANNEXURE-I 
to this bid document.

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (FBI) Division Tangmarg.
The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM)

Critical Dates
i Publish Date 21-05-2022 
ii Document Download Start Date 21-05-2022 
iii Clarification Start date      22-05-2022 from10:AM
iv ClarificationEnddate      22-05-2022 up to 6 :P.M
iv BidsubmissionStartdate      23-05-2022from10:AM

V Bid submission End date    28-05-2022at 4:00 P.M.
vi Dateof Bid opening  30-05-2022 at 3:00 P.M.

1. Biddocuments can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in
2. The whole bidding process shall be completed online on tender portal www.jktenders.gov.in. The intending bidders can download the bid document from the tender portal and can submit their bids by uploading them 
on the tender portal.
3. The E-Challan /Treasury Challan of previsions E-Nits will be accepted in the fresh Nit.
4. The valid bids received shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer FBI Division Tangmarg.  Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 4 & 5 
of the table.
a. The cost of tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favour of Executive Engineer FBI Division Tangmarg.
5. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of 
financial cover.
6. The bid shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the last date of submission of bids. If any bidder withdraws his bid before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the 
same shall be considered to be in violation of bid security declaration and shall be dealt with accordingly and the bid shall be declared non- responsive.
7. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.
8. Queries by email if any should be made at kmrphebla@gmail.com.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DIPK-2451/22  Jal Shakti Department
FBI Division Tangmarg

No.FBID/CC/1305-1315
Date:-21-05-2022   

ANNEXURE I 
SCHEME WISE LIST OF WORKS 
S.No Name of Water Supply

Scheme
Description of work Jal Shakti

(FBI ) Division
Estimated cost
(in Lacs)

Time of 
completion
(Days)

Class of 
Contractor

1. WSS ChandilWanigam Retrofitting of WSS ChandilWanigam by way of laying Raw Water Main Supply Main Sub main and distribution system at various 
spots including Construction of chain link fencing around various structures construction of Sluice Chamber revamping of SSFP, 
Construction of Saddle Blocks/Anchor Blocks/supporting pillars to RWM , repair/renovation to existingChowikdar Quarter  under 
JJM                                                                      

Ta
ng

m
ar

g

128.45 90 days AAY

2. WSS Branner Khaipora Retrofitting of WSS Branner Khaipora by way of laying Raw Water Main Supply Main Sub main and distribution system at various 
spots including Construction of chain link fencing around various structures construction of Sluice Chamber revamping of SSFP, 
Construction of Saddle Blocks/supporting pillars to RWM , repair/renovation to existingChowikdar Quarter  under JJM                        

119.68 90 days AAY

3. WSS WailooKralpora Retrofitting of WSS Wailoo Kralpora by way of laying Raw Water Main Supply Main Sub main and distribution system at various 
spots including Construction of chain link fencing around various structures construction of Sluice Chamber revapming of SSFP, 
Construction of Saddle Blocks/supporting pillars to RWM , repair/renovation to existiongChowikdar Quarter  under JJM    

101.78 90 days AAY

4. WSS Kungamdari-
Nawlari

Retrofitting of WSS Kungamdari Nawlari by way of laying Raw Water Main Supply Main Sub main and  distribution system at 
various spots including Construction of chain link fencing around Sructure, construction RCC Jacketing to existing SR & Construc-
tion of Saddle Block for RWM (For providing 100% FHTC) under JJM

Ta
ng

m
ar

g

81.63 70 days AAY

5. WSS RaremBoni Bani Retrofitting of WSS RaremBoni Bani by way of laying Raw Water Main Supply Main Sub main and distribution system at various 
spots including Construction RCC jacketing to existing PST/SSFP & Construction of Head Works at head site & construction of 
catch water drain/wash put drain under & Construction of saddle blocks/crate protection work at spots for RWM  For Providing  
100%(FHTC) under JJM     

81.07 60 days AAY 

 Office Of The  Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer   Budgam Kashmir

 NOTICE

Where as a joint application  has 
been recieved from owner.
Shri : Abdul Hamid Dar S/o Haji 
Abdul Ahad Dar R/o Shahpora 

Budgam   as (Transferor) &  Shri. Arshad Hussain Mir 
S/o Gh Mohammad Mir R/o Sheikhzoo  Ganderbal  
as (Transferee) for transfer of  Tipper Carriage route 
permit No 1228/GC/Bud  vehicle No. JK04 B-4355 . As 
well as HPA Cancellation with J&K Ltd B/u Ompora
Now  it is therefore notified for general information 
that objections, if any to the proposed transfer of 
the said route permit/vehicle shall be filed in writing 
in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport of-
fice ARTO Budgam within a period of 07 days from 
the date of publication of this notice in the daily 
newspaper .
Seller and purchaser idenfitied by the authorized 
representative of M/s STWCO Namely Mr. Noor Mohd

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM. 930
 Dated 23-05-2022  

Assistant Regional Transport officer
fko Budgam Kashmir
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o

Can sniffer dogs really detect Covid almost as 
well as a PCR test? Turns out they can

Dogs have an exceptional 
sense of smell. We take 
advantage of this ability 
in many ways, includ-

ing by training them to find illicit 
drugs, dangerous goods and even 
people.
In recent years, a dog's sense of 
smell has also been used in the 
medical field. These remarkable 
animals can be trained to sniff 
out cancer, diabetes, and extraor-
dinarily, epileptic seizures before 
they occur.
Early in the pandemic the pos-
sibility of using dogs to sniff out 
Covid was explored in a few coun-
tries. And although the results of 
these early trials surpassed most 
people's expectations, many 
questions remained. These in-
cluded how well these findings 
would stand up to more rigorous 
scientific scrutiny and how well 
dogs would perform outside the 
artificial environment of the re-
search laboratory.
In the past week we have moved 
closer to answering these ques-
tions, with an article published in 
BMJ Global Health, which found 
dogs could detect Covid almost as 
well as PCR tests, in some circum-
stances.

What did the researchers test?
This article reported the results of 
two studies. In both studies, four 
dogs were tested to see how well 
they detected Covid from skin 
swabs taken from people with or 
without Covid (according to the 
gold-standard test, PCR).
These dogs didn't just come off 
the streets; they had already had 
a significant amount of training 

in sniffing out drugs, dangerous 
goods or cancer. The first study
In the first study, the researchers 
looked at whether the dogs could 
identify Covid in the skin swabs of 
420 volunteers, 114 of whom had 
tested positive to Covid by PCR.
The study was rigorous, with 
various precautions against the 
results being compromised. This 
included an elaborate study pro-
tocol that involved a number of 
separate assistants and a dog han-
dler. None of them knew whether 
the sample was from someone 
with Covid, so they could not in-
fluence the outcome, intention-
ally or unintentionally.
The dogs detected Covid with a 
sensitivity of 92% (which refers 

to their ability to correctly iden-
tify those with infection) and a 
specificity of 91% (their ability to 
correctly identify those without 
infection).
Although there was some varia-
tion between dogs, they all per-
formed exceptionally well. There 
are no significant disclaimers 
here, this was a great result.
The second study The second 
study was important as its goal 
was to see how well the dogs 
could do in the messiness of the 
real world. This real-life trial in-
volved the dogs sniffing 303 in-
coming passengers at Helsinki-
Vantaa International Airport in 
Finland. Each passenger also took 
a PCR test.

The dogs matched the PCR results 
in 296 out of 303 (98%) of the 
samples and they correctly identi-
fied the swabs as negative in 296 
out of 300 (99%) samples.
The important consideration in 
interpreting this result is this hap-
pened during airport screening, a 
situation where you wouldn't ex-
pect many people to test positive.
In this type of low-prevalence en-
vironment, you want dogs to be 
able to screen passengers with 
a high negative predictive value. 
That is, you want the dogs to be 
able to identify people who are 
not carrying the virus to differen-
tiate them from those who may 
be carrying it. Then you would 
carry out confirmatory PCR test-

ing on that last group.
In an environment where the 
prevalence of Covid is around 1%, 
such as an airport, the researchers 
estimated the negative predictive 
value for dogs screening for Co-
vid to be 99.9%. That is, the dogs 
would be expected to correctly 
exclude 99.9% of passengers as 
having Covid. This is another fan-
tastic result.

Low tech and instant
In a world where we rely on ex-
pensive technological solutions, 
there is something reassuring 
about finding a low-tech option 
for screening Covid.
Importantly, however, the study 
highlights dogs are quick to train 
for this task and are ideal for 
screening in high-throughput set-
tings, such as airports, given how 
accurate they are and the fact they 
give instant results.
Although nothing should surprise 
us about our closest friend, anoth-
er incredible outcome from this 
study was the suggestion the dogs 
may have been able to distinguish 
between the variants of SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid.
While other possible explanations 
cannot be excluded, the perfor-
mance of the dogs seemed to drop 
with the emergence of the Alpha 
variant. This was attributed to the 
dogs being able to identify a dif-
ference between this variant and 
the wild-type virus on which they 
were originally trained.
These studies confirm nothing 
could be further from the truth 
when we say you can't teach an 
old dog new tricks. 
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Police Hunting For 
Ex-MLA
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR - A National Conference leader and former legisla-
tor allegedly involved in facilitating a militant commander in 
crossing the international border to Pakistan, is absconding.
The police have conducted raids at several places to seek the cx-
MLA. Gul Rafiqi, who represented the Hom-Shalibug constitu-
ency, but have failed to trace him.
The raids were conducted at Rafiqi’s residence as well as at the 
homes of some of his relatives, the KNS said.
Policemen in plain clothes scoured the MLA hostels in Jammu 
as well as Srinagar, but
failed to turn up any clues about the ex-legislators whereabouts. 
Raflqi's mobile phone, too is not functioning for the past there 
days.
According to sources Rafiqi may be trying to obtain anticipa-
tory bail.
He has disappeared despite being informed that he should pres-
ent himself before the police, which is now raiding his habitual 
haunts and using its network of informers to track him down.
A senior police officer told the KNS that a high level investiga-
tion was on in the matter of the escape of a divisional command-
er of the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen from the valley.
Three persons, including the Ex-MLA’s then   secretary, Farooq 
Ahmad Bhat, personal
Security Offficer Kewal Singh and driver Shyam are already in 
custody.
Rafiqi allegedly, helped the Hizb divisional commander, 
MnhammadAmin Baba, escape from the Valley by taking him, 
to Amritsar in his own official vehicle accompanied by two 
personal security officers.
Baba, who had reportedly managed to get a passport on ficti-
tious Srinagar address, was allegedly escorted to Wagah border 
on May 2 this year where from he crossed over to Pakistan
Sources said the case cae to light when the police were investi-
gating a mine-blast in Anantnag and arrested a suspect Javaid 
Ahmad. Hizb commander Baba was also a suspect and when the 
police questioned Javaid about him they learnt that Baba had 
recently crossed over to Pakistan via Amrtisar. When asked 
about the allegations against Rafiqi, National Conference Presi-
dent Omar Abdullah was quoted by news agencies as having 
said “if there is anything against him (Rafiqi), the law will take 
its course. We want an impartial probe in the matter.” He how-
ever said that the Mufti Saveed government had done nothing 
when militants were arrested from a minister’s house. "He still 
remains minister. Where is the justice,” he questioned

  (Kashmir Observer, 24 May, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3: 45

ZUHR 12:28

ASR 5:24

Magrib 7:35
ISHA 9: 11

•	 1153- Malcolm IV becomes King of Scots
•	  1218 -The Fifth Crusade leaves Acre for Egypt.
•	  1370-Hanzesteden signs peace treaty with Danish king 

Waldemar IV
•	  1595- Nomenclator of Leiden University Library ap-

pears, the first printed catalog of an institutional li-
brary.

•	  1621- The Protestant Union is formally dissolved.
•	  1658-Battle of Dunes (Spanish-French War) fought
•	  1667- French troops attack into Southern Netherlands
•	 1689  - English Parliament guarantees freedom of reli-

gion for Protestants
•	 1697 -  English King William III travels through northern 

Europe
•	 1738  - John Wesley is converted, launching the Meth-

odist movement; celebrated annually by Methodists as 
Aldersgate Day

•	 1775 -  John Hancock is unanimously elected President 
of the Continental Congress

•	 1798  - Irish Rebellion of 1798 led by the United Irishmen 
against British rule begins

•	 1809  - Dartmoor Prison opens to house French prison-
ers of war

•	  1815- George Evans discovers Lachlan River, Australia
•	 1818- General Andrew Jackson captures Pensacola Florida
•	  1822- Battle of Pichincha, Bolívar secures indepen-

dence of Quito from Spain
•	  1832-The First Kingdom of Greece is declared in the 

London Conference.
•	  1846- General Zachary Taylor captures Monterey in 

Mexican War
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Awareness Programme On Menstrual Hygiene Held at Kothi Bagh GHSS

“Need To Break Stigma Associated 
With Menstrual Hygiene”
Observer News Service

Srinagar: An awareness pro-
gramme on Menstrual Hygiene 
was conducted by JK Women’s 
Welfare Foundation at Govern-
ment Girls Higher Secondary 
School (GHSS) Kothi Bagh. The 
event was held with the support of 
the Indian Army.

Hundreds of Students attended 
the Awareness programme which 
focused primarily on awareness 
and the need to break the stigma 
associated with the Menstrual Hy-

giene in society and especially in 
girls and women.

 The NGO raised awareness 
and talked about challenges in 
our society associated with the 
Menstrual Hygiene Education in 
Schools and emphasized upon the 
essential period-friendly initia-
tives and sanitation facilities re-
quired in the schools and colleges.

 The Seminar commenced 
with the Welcome address and in-
troductory speech by Sufi Snober, 
Chairperson JK Women’s Welfare 
Foundation NGO working on is-

sues of Women Empowerment, 
Menstrual Hygiene and Gender 
equality issues.

It was followed by a lecture on 
medical & health aspects by Maj 
Kalpana, Nursing Officer of In-
dian Army.

Later a talk was held on Psy-
chological aspects associated with 
Menstrual Hygiene.

  Nusrat Bukhari Principal, 
GGHSS Kothibagh, Raja Anjum, 
Dy CEO and Hina Amin, Nodal Of-
ficer and Chief Coordinator were 
present during the seminar.

ULB Initiates 
Cleanliness Drive Of 
Telbal Nallah
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Director Urban 
Local Bodies (ULB) Ma-
thora Masoom on Mon-
day started a cleanliness 
drive at telbal nallah. The 
cleanliness drive of the 
Dal Lake is going on since 
a month under the ATH-
WAAS initiative of the 
government

Students from Leg-
ends Public School Nas-

eem Bagh also participat-
ed in the said event.

The Director ULB 
said that it is the need of 
the hour for all to clean 
the crown of our Srinagar 
and all should come for-
ward for these drives.

She also congratu-
lated the efforts taken by 
LCMA for initiating these 
steps by which Dal is com-
paratively cleaner and 
maintaining its cleanli-
ness is the duty of all.

‘Hangul Week’ 
Celebrations Commence 
At Dachigam
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Celebrations 
of Hangul week com-
menced at Dachigam Na-
tional Park on Monday.

Various DDC mem-
bers, PRI members, mem-
bers of Phaak Forum, 
students from various 
Schools and civil society 
members from various 
areas around Dachigam 
attended the function.

“The last viable popu-
lation of Hangul (Cervus 
hanglu) in the Indian sub-
continent exists only in 
the protected Dachigam 
National Park”, said Al-
taf Hussian, Wildlife War-
den, Central Kashmir 
presided over the func-
tion.

Dachigam, is a vast 
mountainous 141 sq. km 
sanctuary on the out-
skirts of Srinagar, where 

Hangul was grazed in 
hordes before the start of 
militancy in 1989. Lately, 
there have been a few 
sightings in connected 
areas outside the park in 
south Kashmir but their 
number is believed to be 
negligible.

He said the Hangul 
(Cervus Elaphus Hanglu) 
is mostly found in Dachi-
gam National Park and 
wildlife sanctuary. It is 
known for its majestic 
red coat and two shiny 
antlers. Recently it was 
also found that the stag 
population is on the rise 
in the valley. 

DDC members Ali 
Mohd Rather, Dr GM 
Rather and Peer Bilal of 
Phaak Forum also spoke 
on the occasion. They as-
sured full support and co-
operation from the people 
for making the 'Save Han-
gul Campaign' a success.

Hundreds of Students attended the Awareness programme which focused 
primarily on awareness and the need to break the stigma associated with the 

Menstrual Hygiene in society and especially in girls and women.

Hospital Employee Found 
Dead In Rented Room
Agencies

Srinagar: Senior Laboratory Technician at SMHS 
hospital Srinagar whom police shifted to the hospital 
after finding him unconscious at his rented room in 
Sonwar area of Srinagar was declared brought dead 
by doctors.

   Sources said Moti Lal Danak, a resident of 
Dachan Kistwar at present Kashmir Nursing Home 
Gupkar reported in police station RM Bagh, Srinagar 
that his 46-year old brother-in-law namely Bodh Raj 
Thakor also a resident of Dachan Kistwar working 
as senior Laboratory Technician at SMHS hospital, 
Srinagar is not in communication with his family.

   Accordingly, a police party from RM Bagh along 
with his relatives rushed to his rented room at Son-
war Srinagar and found him unconscious.

   Police shifted Bodh Raj Thakor to SMHS hospital 
where doctors declared him dead.

    After the completion of medico, and legal for-
malities the dead body was handed over to the family 
and proceeding under section 174 Cr.PC has been 
initiated by the police in this regard. (KNT)

Training Program On ‘Utilizing the Scientific & 
Technological Infrastructure’ Kicks Off At KU
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Inaugural session of week-
long Synergistic Training program 
Utilizing the Scientific and Tech-
nological Infrastructure (STUTI) 
kicked off at University of Kashmir 
on Monday.

The week-long program is be-
ing organised by the Department 
of Physics, University of Kashmir 
in collaboration with the Shivaji 
University, Kolhapur with support 
from the Department of Science and 
Technology, Govt. Of India.

 Addressing the gathering, Ad-
visor to Lieutenant Governor, Ra-
jeev Rai Bhatnagar remarked that 
NEP-2020 has created a suitable 
platform in universities and other 
educational institutions for transla-
tion of research, ideas and innova-
tions into actions for betterment of 

society.
He highlighted that the collabo-

rations between different universi-
ties and institutions with sharing of 
infrastructure, ideas and research 
as well as movement of scholars and 
researchers is of utmost importance 
as it gives impetus to research ef-
forts. He added that these collabo-
rations create a platform for inter-
actions where some of the unique 
brains and minds of various insti-
tutions meet and integrate, thereby 
producing something significant for 
our nation as well as the world.

The Advisor further said 
that the present age is the age of 
Science and Technology and the 
technology has changed the way 
of our life. He added that Science 
and Technology has created ample 
solutions to problems faced by our 
present civilization.

 Talking about the progress 

made by the University in recent 
years, Advisor Bhatnagar remarked 
that this university is one of the 
premier institutes across the coun-
try and is known for its academic 
excellence. He added that the Brain 
Gain scheme of this University has 
brought good results and is signifi-
cantly contributing towards the ex-
cellence of this premier institute.

Highlighting about the signifi-
cance of NEP-2020, Advisor Bhat-
nagar said that the NEP-2020 is 
addressing some of the shortcom-
ings and drawbacks in our educa-
tional system and with its help, 
the government is broadly basing 
it and making it more research 
and innovation oriented. He added 
that mentoring and exchanging of 
ideas forms one of the core com-
petences of the NEP-2020 and this 
program will contribute remark-
ably in that aspect.

Pencak Silat Student 
Contingent Leaves For 
All-India Championship

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Kashmir University Vice-
Chancellor Prof Nilofar Khan on 
Monday flagged-off a Pencak Silat 
student contingent for their par-
ticipation in the all-India inter-uni-
versity championship to be held in 
University of Jammu from May 24.

Eighteen students, including 
boys and girls from KU and its affili-
ated colleges are participating in the 
championship under the supervision 
of varsity's Directorate of Physical 
Education and Sports (DPES).

 Addressing the participants, 
Prof Nilofar said the University 
of Kashmir has a robust sports 
infrastructure and shall endeavour 
to ensure maximum participation 
of students in its various sports 
activities.

 She said she was glad to see girl 
students joining the Pencak Silat 
championship to demonstrate their 
unwavering commitment and pas-
sion for extracurricular activities.

 "It will be our unrelenting effort 
to provide the best possible sports 
facilities to our students to facilitate 
their overall personality develop-

ment," the Vice-Chancellor said.
 Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir 

underlined the initiatives taken by 
the University for Development of 
sports infrastructure and facilities.

 Director DPES Prof Showket 
Shah gave a brief overview of the 
upcoming Pencak Silat Champi-
onship. He said the University 
students in 2019 bagged 11 medals 
in the Penchak Silat Championship 
held in GNDJU Amritsar.

 On the occasion, the DPES 
felicitated the Vice-Chancellor and 
Registrar.

 The flag-off ceremony was at-
tended by Chief Proctor Dr Imtiyaz, 
apart from officials and staff of the 
DPES.

It will be our 
unrelenting effort to 
provide the best possible 
sports facilities to our 
students to facilitate 
their overall personality 
development



Srinagar| Tuesday | 24.05.2022 04NEWS

NEWS MAKERS

Number Of Displaced 
Tops 100 Million, Says 
UN Refugee Agency

Agenceis

Berlin: The number of people 
forced to flee conflict, violence, 
human rights violations and 
persecution has crossed the 
milestone of 100 million for the 
first time on record, propelled 
by the war in Ukraine and other 
deadly conflicts, The UN refu-
gee agency said Monday.

“One hundred million is a stark 
figure — sobering and alarm-
ing in equal measure," said UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi. "It's a record that 
should never have been set.”

“This must serve as a wake-
up call to resolve and prevent 
destructive conflicts, end 
persecution and address the 
underlying causes that force 

innocent people to flee their 
homes,” Grandi added.

UNHCR said that the num-
ber of forcibly displaced people 
worldwide approached 90 mil-
lion by the end of 2021, pro-
pelled by new waves of vio-
lence or protracted conflict in 
countries including Ethiopia, 
Burkina Faso, Myanmar, 
Nigeria, Afghanistan and Congo.

Since then, the war in Ukraine 
has forced more than 6 million 
people to flee the country and 
a further 8 million are displaced 
within Ukraine.

The 100 million figure rep-
resents more than 1% of the 
global population and com-
prises refugees and asylum-
seekers as well as people 
displaced inside their own 

countries by conflict — a figure 
that the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre recently put 
at 53.2 million — the UNCHR said 
in a statement.

“The international response 
to people fleeing war in Ukraine 
has been overwhelmingly posi-
tive,” Grandi said. “Compassion 
is alive and we need a simi-
lar mobilization for all crises 
around the world." However, 
Grandi pointed out that ulti-
mately “humanitarian aid is a 
palliative, not a cure.”

"To reverse this trend, the 
only answer is peace and sta-
bility so that innocent people 
are not forced to gamble be-
tween acute danger at home 
or precarious flight and exile,” 
Grandi said.

Refugees waiting for transfer after fleeing the ongoing Russian invasion, at the main train station 
in Lviv, Ukraine. 

Gyanvapi Mosque: Varanasi Court 
Reserves Its Order For Tuesday
Agenceis

A district court in Varanasi 
reserved its order for 
Tuesday on which peti-

tion is to be heard first in the 
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri com-
plex case transferred to it by the 
Supreme Court.

The court of District Judge A.K. 
Vishvesh heard arguments from 
both the Hindu and Muslim sides.

A fresh plea seeking permis-
sion to worship the "Shivling" 
claimed to have been found on the 
Gyanvapi mosque premises dur-
ing a videography survey ordered 
by a lower court was also filed.

The apex court had on Friday 
transferred the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex case 
from a civil judge (senior divi-
sion) to a district judge, saying 
looking at the "complexities" 
and "sensitivity" of the issue, it is 
better if a senior judicial officer 
having an experience of over 25-
30 years handles this case.

"After hearing arguments 
of both sides, the court will on 

Tuesday give its verdict on which 
petition is to be heard first," said 
Madan Mohan Yadav, a lawyer 
for the Hindu side.

The Hindu side argued that 
since a court-appointed com-
mission has completed its work, 
the opponents should present 
their objections on it. Yadav said 
they pleaded to make available 
the commission's report and vid-
eography done by it to present 

its side on it. Anjuman Intezamia 
Masjid Committee's lawyer 
Mohammad Tauhid Khan argued 
that the writ is not sustainable, 
hence, it should be dismissed.

A fresh petition was also 
moved on Monday by Dr 
Kulpati Tiwari, Mahant of Kashi 
Vishwanath temple, for regular 
"pujan" (worship) of the Shivling, 
which he said was found in the 
Gyanvapi mosque complex.

Will Avenge Killing 
Of Revolutionary 
Guard: Iran President
Agenceis

Tehran: Iran will avenge the kill-
ing of a Revolutionary Guards 
colonel who was shot dead in 
Tehran, President Ebrahim Raisi 
warned on Monday.

Assailants on motorcycles 
on Sunday hit Colonel Sayyad 
Khodai with five bullets as he sat 
in his car outside his home.

Iran blamed "elements linked 
to the global arrogance" -- the 
Islamic republic's term for its 
arch enemy the United States 
and US allies including Israel.

It was the most high-profile kill-
ing inside Iran since the November 
2020 murder of top nuclear scien-
tist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.

Raisi said: "I insist on the se-
rious pursuit (of the killers) by 
security officials, and I have no 
doubt that the blood of this great 
martyr will be avenged.

"There is no doubt that the 
hand of global arrogance can 
be seen in this crime," he added, 
echoing the Guards' assertion, 
before he travelled to Oman 
where he was to meet Sultan 
Haitham bin Tariq.

A memorial service for Khodai 
was scheduled in Tehran at 5:00 pm 
local time (1230 GMT) on Monday.

The funeral will take place at 
8:00 am (0330 GMT) on Tuesday 
in Imam Hossein Square in 
central Tehran, the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corp said 
in a statement.

The ideological arm of Iran's 
military, the Guards described 
Khodai as a "defender of the 
sanctuary", a term used for 
those who work on behalf of Iran 
in Syria or Iraq.

Iran maintains significant 
political influence in both coun-
tries and has backed President 
Bashar al-Assad's regime in 
Syria's grinding civil war.

State television noted that 
Khodai was "known" in Syria, 
where Iran has acknowledged 
deploying "military advisers".

The official news agency IRNA 
said Khodai was killed by five 
bullets as he returned home 
Sunday at around 4:00 pm.

The agency published pictures 
showing a man slumped over in 
the driver's seat of a white car, 
with blood around the collar of 
his blue shirt and on his right arm. 
He was strapped in with his seat 
belt, and the front window on the 
passenger side had been shot out.

The Fars news agency report-
ed that the state prosecutor had 
visited the scene of the killing 
and ordered the "quick identifi-
cation and arrest of the authors 
of this criminal act".

The Guards said they had ar-
rested several "thugs linked to 
the intelligence agency of the 
Zionist regime," as Iran calls its 
enemy Israel.

A statement said the suspects 
had been involved in a series of 
crimes, including "robberies, 
kidnappings and vandalism".

"The dimensions of this as-
sassination are being investi-
gated," said the spokesman for 
the joint chiefs of staff of the 
Iranian armed forces, General 
Abolfazl Shakarji.

Khodai's killing came as negotia-
tions between Iran and world pow-
ers to restore a frayed 2015 nuclear 
deal have stalled since March.

One of the main sticking 
points is Tehran's demand to re-
move the Guards from a US ter-
rorism list -- a request rejected 
by Washington.

The 2015 agreement gave Iran 
sanctions relief in exchange for 
curbs on its nuclear programme 
to prevent Tehran from develop-
ing an atomic bomb -- something 
it has always denied wanting to do.

But the nuclear agreement 
was left hanging by a thread 
after then US president Donald 
Trump pulled out of it unilateral-
ly in 2018 and reimposed biting 
economic sanctions on Tehran, 
prompting Iran to begin rolling 
back on its own commitments.

Pak Govt Considers 
Reducing Working Days 
To Save Fuel: Report
Agenceis

Islamabad: The cash-strapped 
Pakistan government is exam-
ining the possibility of con-
serving fuel by reducing the 
number of working days, a 
move by which it is hoping to 
save an estimated $2.7 billion 
in foreign exchange, a media 
report said today.

The estimates are based on 
three different scenarios in 
terms of working days and fuel 
conservation prepared by the 
State Bank of Pakistan for for-
eign exchange savings of $1.5 
billion to $2.7 billion, the Dawn 
newspaper reported.

Pakistan's total oil imports for 
the first 10 months (July-April) 
of the current fiscal year (FY22) 
has surged beyond $17 billion, 
displaying a massive 96 per cent 
growth compared to the same 
period in the last fiscal year, the 
report said.

This includes imports of pe-
troleum products worth $8.5 
billion and petroleum crude 
worth $4.2 billion, showing a 
121 per cent and 75 per cent 
jump, respectively, it said.

A senior government official 
said the relevant authorities, pow-
er and petroleum divisions have 
been advised to come up with 
their estimates, including electric-
ity conservation to take up the 
matter in a holistic manner with 
cost benefit analysis of various sec-
tors before reaching a conclusion.

He said the central bank's es-
timates mostly covered petro-
leum products consumption in 
normal working days a week, in-
cluding retail business and gov-
ernment offices and educational 
institutions, which in any case 
would be on summer holidays.

It, however, did not take into 
account LNG imports, which 
mostly go into the power sector.

During the first 10 months of 
the current fiscal year, LNG im-
ports amounted to $3.7 billion, 
showing an increase of 83 per 

cent, though import quantities 
were on the lower side.

These estimates suggest that 
additional petroleum related con-
sumption for one more working 
day a week would cost the nation 
about $642 million in terms of 
commuting, which does not in-
clude freight and transportation.

Conversely, reduced con-
sumption with one less working 
day a week provides an annual 
savings of about $2.1 billion.

All saving numbers are taken 
for net reduction in oil import 
but subsidy on petroleum prod-
ucts could also come down by 
PKR 3.5 billion per day.

In the first case, based on four 
working days and three holidays 
in which retail is open like a 
weekend, the average petroleum 
saving is estimated at $122 mil-
lion a month or $1.5 billion a year.

It may be noted that 90 per 
cent of oil consumption is as-
sumed for working days and the 
remaining 10 per cent for holi-
day in a month.

In the second scenario, based on 
four working days, two holidays 
and one day of lockdown (retail 
to remain closed for one day), the 
savings in the form of reduced oil 
imports is estimated at $175 mil-
lion a month or $2.1 billion a year.

In the third scenario, based 
on four working days, one holi-
day and two days of lockdown 
(commercial activities to remain 
off for two days), the petroleum 
linked saving in import bill 
could be around $230 million 
or about $2.7 billion, it said. This 
case, however, is considered too 
harsh as it could negatively af-
fect public confidence.

Officials said the Power 
Division had advised the new 
government soon after it came to 
office to go for reduced working 
days and limit commercial activ-
ities to daylight and launch a na-
tional energy conservation drive 
across the energy consumption 
sectors with electricity saving of 
more than 5000MW.

Centre Relaxes Family 
Pension Rules For 
Missing Govt Employees

Agenceis

New Delhi: Union Minister 
Jitendra Singh today said family 
pension rules for missing central 
government employees have been 
relaxed, in a major relief for fami-
lies of those serving in terrorist-
affected areas such as Jammu and 
Kashmir and the Northeast as well 
as Maoist-hit regions.

According to an order, in all cas-
es where a government servant 
covered by the National Pension 
System (NPS) goes missing dur-
ing service, the benefits of family 
pension will be immediately paid 
to the family and in case he reap-
pears and resumes service, the 
amount paid as family pension 
during the intervening time of his 
missing period can be accordingly 
deducted from his salary.

Earlier, the family pension 
would not be paid till the miss-
ing government employee was 
declared dead in accordance 
with the law or till seven years 
had passed since he went miss-
ing, a statement issued by the 
Personnel Ministry said.

Referring to the order of the 
Department of Pension and 
Pensioners' Welfare, the minis-
ter said this is going to provide a 
huge relief, particularly in those 
regions where instances of gov-
ernment employees going miss-
ing are reported more frequently.

Mr Singh, the Minister of State 
for Personnel, said cases of abduc-
tion of central government em-
ployees working in violence-prone 
areas have come to the fore and 
therefore to instill confidence and 
to protect them and their family 
interests, the changes in the pen-
sion rules were brought about.

The minister informed that 
if a government servant cov-
ered by the CCS (Pension) Rules, 
1972 goes missing, the benefits 
of arrears of salary, family pen-
sion, retirement gratuity, leave 
encashment, etc. are paid to the 
families of the missing employees 

in accordance with the instruc-
tions issued dated 25.06.2013.

He said the matter has been 
examined in consultation with 
Department of Personnel and 
Training, Department of Financial 
Services and Department of 
Expenditure and considering the 
hardship faced by the family of such 
government servants, it has been 
decided to extend the same benefits 
(as applicable to those under the CCS 
(Pension) rules) to the families of gov-
ernment servants covered by NPS.

The other provisions of the or-
der states that in all cases where 
a government servant covered by 
NPS goes missing during service, 
the benefits of family pension may 
be paid to the family if the miss-
ing government servant had exer-
cised option for benefits under CCS 
(Pension) Rules on death or dis-
charge from service on disability/in-
validation or the benefits under CCS 
(Pension) Rules is the default option 
under the Central Civil Services 
(Implementation of National 
Pension System) Rules, 2021.

The benefit of arrears of sal-
ary, retirement gratuity and 
leave encashment shall be paid 
to the family in all cases where 
a government employee covered 
under NPS goes missing during 
service, irrespective whether 
the employee had exercised 
option for benefits under CCS 
(Pension) Rules or under the 
Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority (Exits 
and Withdrawals under National 
Pension System) Regulations, 
2015, the statement said.

In the case of a government 
servant covered under NPS goes 
missing during service and his 
family is given family pension 
under CCS (Pension) Rules or 
CCS (EOP) Rules, the Permanent 
Retirement Account under 
National Pension System would 
remain suspended till the gov-
ernment servant reappears or 
till he is declared dead in accor-
dance with the rules, it said.

Air Pollution Linked 
To Deadly Heart 
Rhythm Disorder: Study
Agenceis

London: Exposure to high levels 
of air pollution is associated with 
a life-threatening heart condition, 
according to a study.

The research, presented 
last week at the scientific con-
gress of the European Society 
of Cardiology (ESC) in Madrid, 
Spain was conducted in patients 
with an implantable cardiovert-
er defibrillator (ICD), enabling 
them to track the occurrence of 
arrhythmias.

"Our study suggests that peo-
ple at high risk of ventricular ar-
rhythmias, such as those with an 
ICD, should check daily pollution 
levels," said study author Alessia 
Zanni, who works at Maggiore 
Hospital, Bologna and was previ-
ously at Piacenza Hospital, Italy. 
"When particulate matter (PM) 
2.5 and PM 10 concentrations are 
high -- above 35 microgrammes 
per cubic metre (μg/m3) and 50 
μg/m3, respectively -- it would be 
sensible to stay indoors as much 

as possible and wear an N95 mask 
outside, particularly in areas of 
heavy traffic. An air purifier can 
be used at home," Zanni said in a 
statement.

PM 2.5 refers to tiny pollution 
particles in the air that are two 
and half microns or less in width, 
while those with a diameter of 10 
microns or less are called PM10.

Outdoor air pollution leads to 
an estimated 4.2 million prema-
ture deaths every year, according 
to the World Health Organization.

Nearly one in five cardiovascu-
lar disease deaths are due to dirty 
air, which was ranked the fourth 
highest risk factor for mortality 
after high blood pressure, tobacco 
use and poor diet, the researchers 
said. The study investigated the 
relationship between air pollu-
tion and ventricular arrhythmias 
in Piacenza, Northern Italy.

The European Environment 
Agency graded the city 307 worst 
out of 323 cities for annual mean 
PM2.5 concentrations in 2019 and 
2020, with a figure of 20.8 μg/m3.

"Will Have Serious Talk...": Putin Jokes 
About Being Blamed For All Chaos
Agenceis

London: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin quipped on 
Monday that he would have a 
serious talk to the West about its 
assertions that he was to blame 
for all the economic chaos sown 
by the conflict in Ukraine and the 
West's crippling sanctions.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has 
killed thousands and displaced 14 
million people, while the West's 
attempt to isolate Russia as pun-
ishment and Moscow's blockade 
of grain shipments from Ukraine's 
Black Sea ports, have sent the price 
of oil, natural gas, grains, cooking 
oil and fertilisers soaring.

At a televised meeting in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi, Putin told 
Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko that Russia's econ-
omy was doing well, despite the 
Western sanctions.

Lukashenko said the sanc-
tions had given both countries 

the impetus to focus on self-de-
velopment, and that the elites of 
the West were deluded about the 
causes of their economic woes.

"On the economy, thanks are 
really due to them (in the West) 
as they have given us such a 
push to our own development," 
Lukashenko told Putin, who 
smiled and nodded.

"What is happening over there is 
that they really underestimated it 
by reading their own media. They 
got inflation yet the truth is 'Putin 
is to blame', 'Putin is to blame for 
everything'," Lukashenko said.

Putin pursed his lips and 
nodded.

"We will have a serious talk to 
them," Putin said with a forced smile.

'Double-Toned Milk, 
Berries, Papaya': Sidhu 
Seeks Special Diet In Prison
Agenceis

Congress leader Navjot Singh 
Sidhu, lodged in Patiala cen-
tral prison to serve a one-year 

jail term in a 1988 road rage death 
case, was taken to Rajindra Hospital 
in Patiala under heavy security on 
Monday morning for medical ex-
amination, official sources said.

The cricketer-turned-politi-
cian's counsel HPS Verma said 
Sidhu has sought a special diet in 
jail. He said a board of doctors will 
carry out a detailed medical ex-
amination of Sidhu at the hospital.

"The board of doctors will see 
what special diet is required and 
then it will submit its report in 
a local court (in Patiala)," Verma 
said over the phone.

According to the counsel, Sidhu 
cannot consume wheat, sugar, 
'maida' and some other food 
items. "He can have berries, papa-
ya, guava, double-toned milk and 

food items which do not have fibre 
and carbohydrates," Verma said.

After the board of doctors carry 
out a medical examination, a re-
port will be submitted in the court 
of chief judicial magistrate, he said.

The 58-year-old Congress 
leader suffers from medical con-
ditions like embolism and has a 
liver ailment. In 2015, Sidhu also 
underwent treatment for acute 
deep vein thrombosis (DVT) at a 
hospital in Delhi. DVT is caused by 
a blood clot in a deep vein which 
hinders the normal blood flow.

Several Congress supporters 
reached Rajindra Hospital after 
Sidhu was brought there.

The former Punjab Congress 
chief on May 20 was sent to 
Patiala central jail after he sur-
rendered before a local court. He 
has been sentenced to one-year 
rigorous imprisonment by the 
Supreme Court in a 1988 road 
rage death case.
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Shortage Of Teachers In Govt 
Schools Triggers 'Crisis-Like' 
Situation In Ramban
JAMMU: The acute shortage of 
teaching staff in government-
run schools has triggered a 
"crisis-like" situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Ramban district, 
a senior government official 
said on Monday.

District Development Com-
missioner, Ramban, Mussarat 
Islam red-flagged the issue of 
widening gap between sanc-
tioned strength and in-position 
teaching staff in a communica-
tion to the divisional commis-
sioner, Jammu, Ramesh Kumar.

He requested for immediate 
action to put back the school 
education department on rails.

"The figures are disturbing," 
Islam said, quoting a state-
ment of Chief Education Officer, 
Ramban, on the mismatch be-
tween sanctioned strength and 
positions vacant for principals, 
headmasters and other teach-
ing staff at all levels in govern-
ment schools across the district.

He said the acute shortage 
has created a crisis-like' situa-
tion in the district with wide-
spread protests by Panchayati 
Raj institutions, parents and the 
general public almost every day 
with demand for filling up of all 

vacant posts.
Since the matter was last 

taken up with the school edu-
cation department for filling up 
of vacant posts, there has been 
a steady procession of teach-
ing staff, especially lecturers & 
masters, to the other districts 
without any replacements, 
thus rendering majority of 
the schools without adequate 
teaching staff, the district com-
missioner said in his letter.

He said 168 posts (15 under 
orders of transfer) of lecturers, 
out of 269 are presently lying 
vacant with a large number of 
higher secondary schools left 
without even a single lecturer.

With 256 posts of masters 
against 437 and 43 out of 59 
posts of headmasters also lying 
vacant, district Ramban is liter-
ally on the edge in the School 
Education sector, Islam said.

"If this widening gap be-
tween sanctioned strengths 
and in-position teaching staff 
in the district is not immedi-
ately addressed, there is every 
likelihood of a flare up in public 
resentment and possible law-
and-order situation, he added.

The deputy commissioner re-
quested the divisional commis-
sioner to take up the matter at 
appropriate level and fill vacan-
cies without any further delay.

Some In J&K Admin Creating 
Controversies To Defame BJP: Raina

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
BJP president Ravinder Raina 
on Monday alleged that a lobby 
is working to defame his par-
ty as he tried to pacify angry 
workers protesting the re-ad-
vertising of posts under three 
schemes where these people 
were employed.

The government had on Friday 
re-advertised 'Rehbar-e-Janglat', 
Rehbar-e-Zirat' and Rehbar-e-
Khel' posts through the Service 
Selection Board and had said 
additional weightage and age 
relaxation will be given to those 
already working on these posts.

Hundreds of people employed 
under these schemes on Monday 
assembled outside BJP headquar-
ters and staged a demonstration 
demanding revocation of the or-
der under apprehension of end of 
their services.

I talked to Lt Governor (Manoj 
Sinha) and Chief Secretary A K 
Mehta on the issue and was told 
that there is no such order and 
the news is fake.

Whenever there is a talk of elec-
tions, some people in the admin-
istration deliberately come out 
with such types of controversies 
to defame the BJP which is all set 
to form the government after the 
next assembly elections, Raina 
said, addressing the protesters.

He said those found respon-
sible for such rumours should be 
dismissed from the service, and 

sought an enquiry into the matter.
There is no government order 

about your termination. I am say-
ing this with full responsibility, 
he said.

He also referred to an order 
issued by the higher education 
department in January directing 
active participation of teachers 
and students to perform Surya 
Namaskar'. This was also a delib-
erate attempt to create a contro-
versy, he said.

Raina said a committee formed 
by the government in 2020 had 
made some recommendations 
but the final decision will be tak-
en by the administrative council 
headed by Lt Governor.

It was our government which 
engaged you through proper chan-
nels. There are no backdoor ap-
pointments and we will not allow 
any injustice with you, he said.

He asked the protesters to form 
a delegation of at least 10 mem-
bers, and promised them he will 
arrange a meet between them 
and the Lt Governor.

Raina, who was accompanied by 
a strong posse of policemen, was 
greeted with slogans like we want 
justice by the angry protesters.

They said they were not satis-
fied with Raina's arguments and 
said they will continue their pro-
test till the government issues a 
written clarification.

We want revocation of the or-
der forthwith to safeguard our fu-
ture. We have served our depart-
ments over the past four years 

and were gifted with this order 
at a time when we were hoping 
to get regularised on the comple-
tion of our probationary period, a 
protester said.

He said it was the previous 
PDP-BJP government that came 
out with these schemes to pro-
vide employment to over 3,000 
well-qualified people, and the se-
lection process was done in a fair 
manner by the concerned deputy 
commissioners.

Meanwhile, several opposition 
parties including National Con-
ference and Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) extended their support to 
the protesting workers and de-
manded revocation of the gov-
ernment order.

National Conference provin-
cial president, Jammu, Rattan 
Lal Gupta decried the supposed 
move to disengage the employ-
ees. He said, The motive behind 
this unprincipled step is clear 
that the LG's administration is 
paving way for outsiders at the 
cost of local youth.

Former Minister and senior 
AAP leader Harsh Dev Singh also 
condemned the supposed deci-
sion, and said educated were not 
disposable .

This use-and-throw policy is 
highly unjustifiable and shall be 
fought tooth and nail, he said.

Lamenting that the unemploy-
ment rate in J&K had become 
the highest in the country, Singh 
urged the Lt Governor to person-
ally intervene in the matter.

BJP Trying To Provoke Muslims To Create 
Opportunity For Their 'Genocide': Mehbooba

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: PDP chief Meh-
booba Mufti on Monday al-
leged that the fundamentals of 
the country are being shaken, 
its Constitution shredded, and 
the BJP ministers are compet-
ing among themselves to harass 
Muslims.

The former chief minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir also ac-
cused the BJP of trying to pro-
voke and instigate the Muslims 
to create an opportunity for 
their "genocide".

Mehbooba's remarks came 
in response to a question over 
Assam chief minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma's statement that 
madrassas should cease to exist.

"This is not something new. 
Their shakhas are running 
where they provide training in 
sword and bow-arrow fighting. 
There is a competition going on 
whether to turn India into a Gu-
jarat model or a UP model. The 
Assam chief minister wants to 
get a few steps ahead of them," 
she told reporters at the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) head 
office here on the sidelines of a 
programme.

Mehbooba urged the people 
to recall the treatment meted 
out to Muslims in BJP-ruled 
states in the recent past.

"You have seen what hap-
pened in MP where a Hindu 

was beaten to death on the sus-
picion of being a Muslim. They 
are talking about shaking the 
foundations of the country the 
secularism on which this coun-
try was created, the Constitu-
tion on which this country was 
run, they are shredding that 
Constitution.

"They are trying to turn the 
whole country into a Gujarat 
model, UP model, Assam model, 
MP model and the chief minis-
ters of these are in competition 
on who will harass the Muslims 
more, who will, God forbid, ini-
tiate the wipe-out of Muslims," 
she said.

The PDP chief claimed that 
the BJP leaders and members 
were raking up sensitive issues 
such as that of 'Mandir-Masjid' 
so that "Muslims are provoked 
and instigated".

"This is being done so that 
they (Muslims) react and they 
(BJP leaders) get an opportu-
nity to do another Gujarat car-
nage or what happened in UP 
or elsewhere, or a genocide (of 

Muslims)," she added.
Comparing the current situa-

tion in the country to that prior 
to 1947 when the British made 
the Hindus and Muslims fight 
each other, she said, "Today, the 
BJP people, their chief minis-
ters, their ministers, are doing 
the work of the British.

Unfortunately, our prime 
minister, who is the prime min-
ister of the whole country -- of 
Hindus, of Muslims, of Sikhs 
-- is watching it as a mute spec-
tator. His silence is taken by his 
party as an acceptance of what 
they are doing."

On the Jammu and Kashmir 
government's decision to re-
advertise posts under three 
schemes -- Rehbar-e-Janglat, 
Rehbar-e-Khel and Rehbar-e-
Zirat the former chief minister 
said it was a sinister plan of the 
BJP to employ non-locals in the 
union territory.

"A sinister design of the BJP, 
the aim behind the abrogation 
of Article 370, is coming to the 
fore day by day. The people who 
were working for the last five 
years or more have been termi-
nated and the posts referred to 
the SSRB (recruitment agency), 
it is an indication to what we 
have kept on saying that they 
want to give jobs to non-locals 
from across the country and 
keep our own youth away from 
employment," she said.

J&K Police Arrests 5 Hybrid 
Militants Of Lashkar
3 Were Involved In Killing Of Sarpanch Last Month

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Police Monday said 
they have arrested five 'hybrid' 
militants of the proscribed Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) outfit, three of 
whom were allegedly involved 
in the killing of a sarpanch in 
Baramulla district last month.

The arrests were made during 
separate police actions -- two of 
them were held with arms and 
ammunition in the Srinagar city 
on Monday, while the rest three 
from Baramulla.

'Hybrid' militants are those 
who are not listed as militants 
but are radicalised enough to 
carry out a militant strike and 
then slip back into the routine 
life.

Those arrested in Srinagar has 
been identified by the police 
as Aamir Mushtaq Ganai alias 
Mussa, a resident of Khan Colony 
Chanpora, and Ajlan Altaf Bhat, a 
resident of Butpora Chanpora.

"Srinagar Police arrested two 
local hybrid militants of pro-
scribed militant outfit LeT/
TRF. Incriminating materials, 
arms and ammunition, includ-
ing 15 pistols, 30 magazines, 
300 rounds and a silencer were 
recovered," Kashmir Inspector 
General of Police Vijay Kumar 
tweeted. TRF or The Resistance 
Front is an offshoot of the LeT.

"It is a big success for the po-
lice," the IGP said, adding a case 
has been registered and an in-
vestigation was underway.

Later, a police spokesman said 
the arrests were made during a 
cordon and search operation in 
Chanpora area of the city.

A case has been registered un-
der relevant sections of Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act, Arms 
Act and Indian Penal Code, the 
spokesman said.

He said it came out in the 
initial examination that these 
weapons were sent by Pakistan-
based handlers of LeT/TRF and 
they were to be used for target-
ing killing of civilians and securi-
ty personnel in the Srinagar city.

The arrested duo was to dis-
tribute these pistols to other 
terrorists in Srinagar, the spokes-
man said.

Separately, Baramulla Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Rayees Mohammad Bhat told 
reporters in Pattan that three hy-
brid' militants of LeT have been 
arrested in connection with the 
killing of a sarpanch last month.

"On April 15, militants had 
fired upon Manzoor Ahmad 
Bangroo, sarpanch of Goshbugh 
B at Chanderhama orchards in 
Wussan area of Palhallan in Pat-
tan and his body was recovered," 
Bhat said.

After the attack, searches were 
launched in the area by security 
forces and a case was also regis-
tered, he said.

"On the basis of various techint 

and humint leads, investigation 
was vigorously pursued... After 
a lot of hardwork, we have been 
able to crack this conspiracy 
which went into the killing of 
the PRIs and soft targets," the 
SSP said.

He said the three hybrid mili-
tants have been arrested who 
had been planning the conspira-
cy for about six to seven months.

"The current case has links to a 
grenade attack in Palhallan high-
way last year.

The main conspirator in that 
case was Mohammad Afzal of 
Barthipora, Naidkhai in Hanjin 
area of Bandipora. In this case as 
well, the links to Afzal have come 
forward.

"Various other attacks and 
modules have been tracked to 
this individual. This individual is 
the sort of fountain-head charac-
ter who was directing multiple 
sleeper cells and hybrid militant 
modules, providing them arms 
and ammunition as well as ex-
ecuting these attacks," he said.

The arrested militants had also 
obtained arms and ammunition 
from Afzal before he was arrest-
ed, Bhat said.

He identified them as Noor 
Mohammad Yatoo, Mohammad 
Rafiq Parray and Mohammad 
Akbar Parray, all residents of 
Goshbugh, Pattan.

"The three militants divulged 
the plot which was directed by 
LeT terrorists Yusuf Kantru and 
Hilal Sheikh (both killed at Mal-
wah last month) and executed 
by recently-infiltrated militants 
Gulzar Ganaie (killed in an en-
counter at Bandipora) and Umar 
Lone of Wussan (still active and 
at large)," the SSP said.

The investigation further led to 
recoveries of arms and ammuni-
tion and to a larger web of links 
between various outfits and or-
ganisations on which investiga-
tion is going on, he said.

The arms and ammunition 
recovered included three Chi-
nese pistols, three pistol maga-
zines, two grenades and 32 pistol 
rounds.

"The successful apprehension 
of the three militants and the 
recovery of the arms and ammu-
nition has solved another sen-
sational case in Baramulla and 
foiled major terror plots planned 
in future in the general area. In-
terrogation of the apprehended 
individuals is likely to give fur-
ther inputs for future counter 
militancy operations," he said.

Pole Reviews Arrangements 
For Mela Kheer Bhawani

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Pandurang  K Pole on Monday 
convened a meeting to review 
arrangements for Mela Kheer-
Bhawani to be celebrated in 
Ganderbal, Kupwara, Kulgam 
and Anantnag districts.

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Commissioners of 
Ganderbal, Kupwara, Kulgam 
& Anantnag; Relief Commis-
sioner, Migrants; Officers from  
FCS&CA, Transport, KPDCL, Jal 
Shakti, I&FC, Police, Traffic and 
other concerned departments.

On the occasion, the Division-
al Commissioner directed the 
Deputy Commissioners for mak-
ing necessary arrangements for 
uninterrupted power and drink-
ing water supplies, transport, 
foolproof security, fire tenders, 
ration, bedding, medical camps, 
mobile lavatories, fire tenders 
and additional accommodations 
besides ensuring road repairs 
and medical facilities at the 
temples before June 06.

For hassle-free transportation 
services to the pilgrims, Relief 
Commissioner and SRTC was di-
rected to deploy adequate num-
ber of buses to ferry the visitors 

to the temples especially to Tul-
mullah.

Tourism department was 
asked to  provide 3000 blankets, 
tents and sleeping bags at Tull-
mullah, besides SDRF with civil 
defence personnel were asked 
to  deploy their personnel at the 
places.

Also, Div Com asked officers 
of  Irrigation and Flood Control 
department to carry out  de-
sliting work of Tulmullah canal.

He directed the  Health De-
partment to establish medi-
cal camps at temples besides 
FCS&CA shall make  LPG and ra-
tion available.

Pole  asked PDD and PHE En-
gineers to  repair all damaged 
lights and water connections on 
priority basis before the com-
mencing of the festival. He also 
asked to deploy gen sets, water 
tankers and storage tanks at the 
festive places.

Moreover, he emphasized on 
providing lavatories at the sites  
and mantienence of sanitation.

The Divisional Commissioner 
asked all Deputy Commission-
ers of the Valley to hold separate 
meetings with Pandit Commu-
nities to finalize smooth and 
hassle-free arrangements of the 
Mela in their respective districts.

SKUAST-Kashmir To Focus 
Research In Making J&K Model 
Bio-Economy Hub Of The Country

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: 63rdResearch Coun-
cil Meeting (Kharif) to discuss 
progress made on v arious re-
search projects and approve 
new proposals for Kharif-2022 
was held under the chairman-
ship of Vice-Chancellor SKUAST-
K, Prof Nazir Ahmad Ganai.

The meeting was attended 
by Directors, Deans of different 
faculties and Heads of Divisions 
and Research Stations from 
the University. Dr. O.P. Sharma, 
former PCCF, J&K and Dr. D.P. 
Sharma, prominent fruit scien-
tist from Y.S. Parmar University 
attended as Expert members.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by prominent entrepreneurs 
Dr. Javed Dar and Er. Adnan Ali 
along with other representa-
tives of Development Depart-
ments etc.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai during his intro-
ductory remarks appreciated 
the efforts of scientists of differ-
ent faculties and Research sta-
tions for their work in the field 
of research and filing of patents 
and publication of high impact 
research papers. He compli-
mented the scientists for getting 
judicious funds for high-end re-
search from national and inter-
national agencies.

Prof. Ganai desired that the 
research priorities should be 
devised in such a manner so 
that the technology developed 
can help in improving the so-
cio-economic condition of the 
farmerswhich will augment the 
share of agriculture and allied 
sectors in total GDP of U.T.

He stressed to focus on spe-
cialty agriculture for high value 
low volume crops particularly 
saffron, kalazeera, blue berry, 
lavender, spices etc. and advised 
the scientists to take up organic 
practices for management of 
various apple diseases in order 
to reduce indiscriminate use of 
chemical insecticides/ pesticides.

He advised to undertake 
further research on minimiz-
ing post-harvest losses, use of 
Artificial-Intelligence in preci-
sion agriculture/horticulture, 
processing and value addition of 
fruits, vegetables, dairy, fisher-
ies, medicinal plants and devel-
opment of functional/healthy 
foods. He also laid emphasis 
on the need of re-orienting 
research activities in order to 
boost the economy to make J&K 
model bio-economy hub in the 
country.

Prof. Sarfaraz A.Wani, Direc-
tor Research welcomed the 
participants to the meeting and 
informed that the University 
during last 05 months submit-
ted 81 projects out of which 20 
projects have been sanctioned 
recently with financial alloca-
tion of 10.0crores.

The University has filed 27 
patents and signed 06MoUs 
with National and International 
Institutes for extending out-
reach of R&D activities of the 
University. It was informed that 
the university produced breeder 
seeds of Paddy, Maize, Pulses, 
Wheat and Fodder oats as per 
the indent of Department of 
Agriculture and other relevant 
stakeholders. Progress on re-
search done during Kharif-2021 
was presented by the concerned 
heads of stations, besides ap-
proval for new research propos-
als to be taken up during Khar-
if-2022.

Representatives of Develop-
ment Departments and pro-
gressive farmers/Entrepreneurs 
raised important issues that 
needintervention from the Uni-
versity. During the meeting 
new research projects were ap-
proved for Kharif season-2022 
based on the inputs of different 
faculties/stations and feedback 
from line departments. Three 
publications related to “crop 
varieties-2021, DUS-testing and 
management of Fish diseases” 
were released.

Jammu: Bicycle-
Sharing System Evokes 
Overwhelming Response

Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The new bicycle-sharing 
system launched by Jammu Smart 
City Limited (JSCL) has received 
an overwhelming response from 
the people with over 2,500 regis-
trations and 10,000 rides within a 
span of three weeks, an official said 
on Monday.

JSCL, a special purpose vehicle 
(SPV) constituted in August 2017 
by the Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment for the implementation of 
smart city development projects in 
Jammu city, is laying down a net-
work of bicycle dock stations.

Jammu will have 120 docking 
stations with 720 mechanical bicy-
cles and 80 electric bicycles (pedal-
assisted). Within a span of 23 days 
from May 1, there were 2,656 app 
downloads as well as registrations 

and 10,376 rides, the official said.
He said the public bicycle-shar-

ing system will help citizens main-
tain good health and bring down 
pollution levels in the city.

Residents can rent a bicycle 
through the mobile app Yaana Bikes'. 
The app is available on both Android 
and IoS platforms, the official said. 
He said the minimum membership 
fee is Rs 50 for five rides of 30 min-
utes each in a day and the maximum 
is Rs 1,500 for 1,500 rides of 30 min-
utes each over a year.

The docking stations are spread 
across prominent locations of the 
city, including Jammu University, 
Jammu Bus Stand, Indira Chowk, 
Government Medical College exit 
gate, Super Speciality Hospital, 
Parade Chowk, Jammu Airport en-
trance gate and Ragunath Temple, 
the official said.

Film Policy Will Revive Tourism, 
Boost Economy; Promote Local 
Talent In J&K: Govt

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Much to the benefit 
of economy, Bollywood is again 
turning its eyes and cameras to-
wards its once favourite shoot-
ing destination ‘Kashmir’ fol-
lowing the launch of Film Policy 
in Jammu and Kashmir, an offi-
cial spokesperson said Monday.

He said that like the increase 
in footfall of tourists, film crews 
are also returning to Valley to 
capture the picturesque, shoot-
ing friendly locales which will 
give a huge fillip to UT’s econo-
my besides giving new dimen-
sions to Film tourism here.

He said that the residents in 
the valley are excited over the 
return of Bollywood which in 
its heydays during the '70s and 
'80 saw several mega hits like 
'Kashmir Ki Kali', 'Kabhi Kabhi' 
being shot in the exotic loca-
tions of the valley.

"This will bring in enormous 
profits for the government and 
for us," said Ghulam Ahmad, a 
driver by profession while ap-
preciating the government for 
launching its film policy envis-
aging creation of a vibrant film 
ecosystem for all stakeholders.

The spokesperson said that 
India is a country where people 

live and breathe Bollywood; 
shooting movies, advertise-
ments, serials, series become a 
source of economy from Ponny 
walla to hotelier to artist of a 
place besides a powerful tool 
for tourism promotion as the 
locales used in big hits see a sig-
nificant boost in tourist arrivals 
soon after the films’ release.

“This is the reason J&K gov-
ernment is wooing large pro-
duction houses to shoot their big 
projects and offering fiscal in-
centives to the film makers,” an 
official said. “The Government 
has been making an earnest bid 
to woo back Bollywood's movie 
czars to the J&K.”

Prior to militancy in Kashmir, 
Bollywood wove its celluloid 
dreams in the sylvan settings of 
Kashmir which was one of the 
most sought after destinations 
and filmmakers were saved from 
going abroad for lush expanses 
and snow covered mountains 
for their outdoor shoots.

The Jammu & Kashmir Film 
Development Council (JKFDC) 
has taken several initiatives to 
promote the UT as a leading 
destination for shooting and 
production of all feature and 
non-feature content films, digi-
tal content and television shows.
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T
he latest outbreak of mon-
keypox in some areas has 
sent shockwaves around

the world at a time when 
the entire world is slowly recovering 
to normalcy following the COVID-19 
epidemic. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), more 
than 80 cases of monkeypox have 
been confirmed in at least 12 coun-
tries. There have been 110 confirmed 
and suspected cases of monkeypox 
outside of the endemic zones, accord-
ing to the most recent data accessible 

on the dashboard. Despite the fact 
that no instances have been reported, 
India is taking all precautions and 
monitoring the current spike in mon-
keypox cases that spread in Europe, 
US, Canada and Australia.

Monkeypox is a rare disease that 
is caused by infection with the mon-
keypox virus, which belongs to the 
same family as smallpox. Monkeypox 
is not as serious as smallpox, accord-
ing to medical specialists. Currently, 
no treatment is available for mon-
keypox, but it can be treated with a 

vaccination developed for smallpox, 
as well as many antivirals. Vaccina-
tion against smallpox has been prov-
en to be 85% effective in preventing 
monkeypox. However, the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) states that there is no known, 
safe treatment for monkeypox virus 
infection. World Health Organization 
clearly says swollen lymph nodes 
are a hallmark of monkeypox. Mon-
keypox disease is now slowly taking 
over different countries of the world. 
Scientists are keeping a close eye on 

the virus and its spread. It is possible 
that the Monkeypox virus will make 
its way to India, posing significant 
challenges to the healthcare indus-
try.

Even though there have been no 
confirmed cases, we must remain vig-
ilant and educate the public about the 
risks and steps to take if monkeypox 
is detected.

DR.Krishna Kumar Vepakkoma
Principal (Retd.)

vepakrish1956@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Keep an Eye Out for Monkeypox

Tourism Boom 

B
etween January and mid-March, Kashmir 
has witnessed around seven lakh tourist 
arrivals as against 1,25000 in the same 
period last year. But the tourist number 

is not only disproportionately higher than the last 
year but a record in the last decade. The numbers 
are likely to increase further as the Amarnath 
yatra gets underway in June.  Most hotels are 
booked through the summer with tourist resorts 
like Gulmarg, Pahalgam, and Dal lake attracting 
the most tourists. However, the UT government has 
now increased the options for tourists by develop-
ing more resorts. For example, Aharbal, Yusmarg, 
Tosamaidan, Gurez, historic old city in Srinagar 
are finding a prominent place on the tourist map of 
Kashmir. These places need further development 
of tourist infrastructure and also wider publicity 
for people to visit. 

A combination of factors has made the tourism boom 
possible: One, there is this perception across the country 
that after revocation of Article 370 J&K has been fully 
integrated into India. Second,  Covid-19 fallout which 
severely reduced the options to go abroad and third  the 
ongoing sweltering summer in the mainland India which 
has forced people to escape to colder places like Kashmir. 
The Tourism department has said that an advertising 
campaign across major Indian cities and the opening of 
new destinations were also attracting more tourists.

Tourism, one of the mainstays of the Kashmir econ-
omy, is one of the sectors that has been hit the hardest. 
There is a large section of people who have largely been 
without employment over the last two and a half years. 
Their savings have already been depleted. This includes 
also the people associated with tourism. In 2021, many 
cases of suicides and suicide attempts took place as a re-
sult. The major cause of suicide attempts was financial 
distress in the families caused by the turmoil of the pre-
ceding two years and also by the extended successive 
lockdowns, two of them the result of the  Covid-19 pan-
demic. Here’s hoping that with the abating of the pan-
demic, the economic situation would return to normal, 
both in the country as well as in Kashmir. This alone 
will prevent further misery.  

The tourism sector forms 6.8 percent of Kashmir's 
GDP and employs 2 million people. The sector has the 
potential to shore up our beleaguered economy. Here’s 
hoping that things improve from hereon. The waning 
pandemic wave is once again creating conditions for 
unhindered tourism in the Valley. This is also the hope 
of the people associated with the tourist sector.   There 
is reason to believe that there is no fourth  Covid wave.  
The tourists could thus continue visiting Kashmir and 
help resuscitate the economy and generate jobs. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Boxing days: On 
Nikhat Zareen

A
s the fifth World champion Indian woman boxer, 
who is the only one after Mary to win a gold in the 
last 16 years, Nikhat has joined an exclusive club 
of Mary, Sarita Devi, R.L. Jenny and K.C. Lekha. 

Her gold was the first by an Indian woman after Mary’s sixth 
World title in 2018. For boxing fans, who were disheartened 
after India’s below-par showing in the Tokyo Olympics, 
where Lovlina landed a lone bronze, Nikhat has provided 
cheer. Nikhat’s journey was packed with challenges and she 
was determined to break barriers. When, as a teenager, she 
got to know that girls were not encouraged to take up box-
ing in her area as the combat sport was considered tailor-
made for boys, Nikhat switched from sprinting to boxing to 
prove a point. Hailing from a Muslim family, she overcame 
hurdles posed by conservatives in society.

When Nikhat, a 2011 World junior champion, tried to grad-
uate to the elite level, a career-threatening shoulder injury in 
2017 stole a year away from her. Two years later, she was em-
broiled in a controversy, when she got on to the wrong side 
of her idol Mary in the run-up to the trials for the Olympics 
qualifier. She lost the trials and it stirred a debate and left a 
trail of bad blood. But nothing could dent Nikhat’s steely re-
solve. Her parents remained her pillars of strength through 
thick and thin. The 25-year-old, who personifies the rise of 
women’s power in sport, worked hard with different coaches 
and imbibed the best lessons from them to emerge as a pol-
ished boxer. Nikhat’s new status will boost her confidence 
and make her a force to reckon with in events such as the 
upcoming Commonwealth Games, the Asian Games and the 
2024 Paris Olympics. An ample supply of talented boxers will 
only benefit the country in its quest for a better performance 
in Paris. As a World champion, Nikhat could inspire many In-
dian girls who suppress their desire to take up boxing, wary as 
they are about an orthodox society. Nikhat’s tale may strike a 
chord with talented boxers and motivate them to follow in the 
footsteps of the new poster girl of Indian sport.

The Hindu

K O  V I E W

Amarnath Yatra: Between 
Spiritual And Environmental Duty

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

A
marnath Yatra is set to make a come-
back after a two year long hiatus. 6 to 
8 lakh pilgrims will take part in this 
year's Amarnath Yatra. The enthu-

siastic participation of pilgrims this year is 
because the Yatra is taking place after a break 
owing to the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2019, the 
participation was scanty as the government 
asked pilgrims and tourists to leave Kashmir 
on 1 August 2019, days before Article 370 was 
read down. The Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment had issued a security advisory citing 
a “terror threat” in the Valley and asked pil-
grims and other tourists to leave the Valley as 
soon as possible. Nobody knew that New Delhi 
had other plans. 

However, in 2018, more than 7,000 pilgrims 
would visit the Amarnathji shrine daily and 
around 2.85 lakh had paid a visit. The yatra was 
also extended this time and lasted for around 
two months. Shri Amarnath Shrine Board 
(SASB) took control of the yatra from 2001. The 
number of pilgrims who visited the holy cave in 
2001 were 1.91 lakh during that year. This was 
followed by 1.10 lakh in 2002, 1.70 lakh in 2003, 
four lakh in 2004, 3.88 lakh in 2005, 3.47 lakh in 
2006, 2.96 lakh in 2007, 5.33 lakh in 2008, 3.81 lakh 
in 2009, 4.55 lakh in 2010, 6.21 in 2011, 6.35 in 2012 
and 3.54 in 2013, 3.72 lakh in 2014, 3.52 in 2015, 
2.21 in 2016, 2.60 in 2017 and 2.85 in 2018. In 2019, 
2020 and 2021 very less number of pilgrims vis-
ited the holy cave as explained above. 

This year, the Yatra is all set to commence 
from June 30 - is the Shri Amarnath Shrine 
Board ready?

Recently, Home Minister Amit Shah chaired 
a high-level meeting in New Delhi to review the 
security preparedness. However, a crucial part 
of the upcoming Yatra is the ecological sensi-
tivity to be taken into account. At a time when 
such a huge rush of pilgrims is expected around 
Baltal and Chandanwari routes enroute holy 
cave, is Shri Amarnath Shrine Board (SASB) 
ready to face the challenge on account of man-
aging all kinds of solid and liquid waste?  

Visitors to Chandanwari base camp in 
Pahalgam, a location enroute the Amarnath 
Shrine, can testify that one's expectations of a 
pristine valley are thwarted when one is wel-
comed by the unwelcome sight of iron gates and 
ill installed temporary toilets there. These av-
erage arrangements often lead to human waste 
leaking out during the Yatra period. Garbage is 
also dumped in the open by local shopkeepers, 
security personnel and Langarwals. 

This has been a regular affair for decades. 
Even when a few hundred people would come 
for Amarnath Yatra, the place would turn into a 
mess. This only worsened when the Yatra period 
was extended to 60 days in 2017. One can only 
imagine the impending ecological disaster that 
awaits us, in case, similar insensitivity is shown 
on account of the incoming rush of pilgrims. 

Chandanwari did not have any mechanism 
for garbage collection, scientific segregation, 
or treatment for the most part. Some contrac-

tors are entrusted with the responsibility to lift 
mixed (biodegradable and non-biodegradable) 
waste, which is however thrown into water bod-
ies and forest areas.

Whether the unscientific waste manage-
ment is being taken care of now, is yet to be 
seen.

Pertinently, even committees set up by the gov-
ernment have said that the number of yatris needs 
to be restricted and polythene use prohibited in and 
around Pahalgam and en route to the holy cave. 

In fact, in 1996, more than 200 Amarnath 
pilgrims died due to harsh weather conditions. 
The government constituted a commission of 
inquiry after that disaster. Headed by Nitesh 
Sengupta, a 1957 batch IAS officer, it recom-
mended steps for a safe yatra and to protect the 
environment and ecology. The area is severely 
threatened during the pilgrimage when, sud-
denly, massive numbers of pilgrims arrive.

The Sengupta report recommended reduc-
ing the number of yatris to the holy cave as well. 
In 2006, the Jammu and Kashmir State Pollution 
Control Board also prepared a 37-page report 
with 25 recommendations. Citing the Municipal 
Solid Waste Rules, it directed that the dumping 
of municipal solid waste in forest areas or wa-
ter bodies be stopped. However, this waste con-
tinues to be dumped enroute yatra routes from 
Baltal Sonamarg and Chandanwari Pahalgam.

While pilgrims from different parts of the 
country visit the Amarnath shrine and cave 
for spiritual reasons, they also engage in anti-
nature activities by throwing plastic, food and 
other wastes in the pristine glaciers, mountains 
and forests. It is not just the yatris but the local 
visitors, dhaba-walas, and hoteliers are equally 
responsible for polluting Pahalgam and Son-
marg on the yatra routes.

The sanitation work in Pahalgam and Son-
marg during the yatra must follow the Munici-
pal Solid Waste Rules, 2016. These rules state 
that waste be treated and not merely lifted from 
one place to another. Hired volunteers must un-
dertake Information Education and Communi-

cation (IEC) activities during the yatra period.
Each langar must use two bins to segregate 

the waste generated in langars as biodegradable 
and non-biodegradable. The automatic waste-
composting machines should be available near 
the dhabas. Biodegradable waste generated at 
three places—Nunwan, Chandanwari in Pahal-
gam and Baltal in Sonmarg—should be treated 
in auto-composters and used as organic fertil-
izer.

Non-biodegradable waste (plastic/poly-
thene) should be incinerated or processed into 
pellets and used as fuel in bitumen and cement 
plants. Small Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) 
and bio-toilets are also needed to treat human 
waste regularly. Many other technologies are 
available to treat liquid waste should be consid-
ered.

The STP at the Nunwan base camp needs 
an upgrade. Polythene and PET bottles should 
be completely banned and biodegradable plates 
and glasses made of banana or other plant 
leaves should be introduced in the langars. In 
2018, this author and like-minded environmen-
tal activists made a presentation before the then 
Governor, NN Vohra (Chairman of the SASB). 
He was optimistic about managing waste in the 
area and banning plastic, but his term ended be-
fore the 2019 yatra.

The area needs time to breathe! 
Brothers and sisters, especially of the Hindu 

faith, should approach the Amarnath yatra and 
surrounding areas optimistically. Let us not 
pollute this holy and pristine place. The Chan-
danwari glacier has turned black due to air 
pollution from diesel gen-sets used in the base 
camp and on account of carbon footprints . Not 
just pilgrims, hundreds of pony-walas, security 
personnel and their movements also pollute the 
environment. 

Contractors hired by the SASB are not doing 
their job well. They do not work on scientific lines. 
The tendering process does not follow the MSW 
Rules 2016. A few years back, my friends and I vis-
ited Baltal Sonamarg at the end of October to see 
how the SASB contractors managed waste. I found 
tons of plastic waste scattered. A team of two doz-
en volunteers from Srinagar collected at least 200 
metric tons of plastic waste at a designated place, 
which were then packed in sacks and transported 
to the Srinagar landfill site.

This season the number  will be huge which 
is a challenging task for the Amarnath Shrine 
Board. As Govt  of India  particularly PM Modi 
is seriously focussed on swachata (cleanliness) , 
will Amarnath Shrine Board (SASB) be able to 
meet the challenge to manage waste in the area 
and ensure swachhta  when around 8 lakh pil-
grims would be visiting the holy cave from June 
30th to August 15th this year? 

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen Fellow. 
He is Founder & Chairman of J&K RTI 

Movement and Anant Fellow for Climate Action

Pilgrims en route Amarnath Shrine. Photo for representational purposes only. Credits: PTI

While pilgrims from 
different parts of the country 
visit the Amarnath shrine and 
cave for spiritual reasons, they 
also engage in anti-nature 
activities by throwing plastic, 
food and other wastes in the 
pristine glaciers, mountains 
and forests. It is not just the 
yatris but the local visitors, 
dhaba-walas, and hoteliers 
are equally responsible for 
polluting Pahalgam and 
Sonmarg on the yatra routes
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Early symptoms are flu-like, such as a fever, headaches, aching muscles and swollen lymph nodes.Once the 
fever breaks, a rash can develop, often beginning on the face and then spreading to other parts of the body – 
most commonly the palms of the hands and soles of the feet

The Ultimate Monkeypox FAQ
Ed Feil 

The latest outbreak of monkey-
pox has, at the time of writing, 
reached 17 countries with 110 

confirmed cases and a further 205 
suspected cases. It’s a fast-moving 
story, so if you need to catch up on 
the latest, here are answers to some 
of the most pressing questions.

HOW IS MONKEYPOX SPREADING?
The first patient in the current out-

break had returned to the UK from 
travels to Nigeria where monkeypox 
is endemic. However, cases are now 
spreading among people who have 
not travelled to west or central Af-
rica, suggesting local transmission is 
occurring.

Monkeypox usually spreads by 
close contact and respiratory drop-
lets. However, sexual transmission 
(via semen and/or vaginal fluid) has 
been posited as an additional pos-
sible route. The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) says: “Studies are 
needed to better understand this 
risk.”

Most cases in the current outbreak 
have been in youngish men, but the 
virus can spread to anyone.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?
Early symptoms are flu-like, such 

as a fever, headaches, aching muscles 
and swollen lymph nodes.

Once the fever breaks, a rash can 
develop, often beginning on the face 
and then spreading to other parts 
of the body – most commonly the 
palms of the hands and soles of the 
feet.

HOW DEADLY IS MONKEYPOX?
Monkeypox is mostly a mild, self-

limiting disease lasting two-to-three 
weeks. However, in some cases, it 
can cause death. According to the 
WHO, the fatality rate “in recent 
times” has been around 3% to 6%. 
The west African monkeypox virus 
is considered to be milder than the 
central African one.

Monkeypox tends to cause more 
serious disease in people who are 
immunocompromised – such as 
those undergoing chemotherapy – 
and children. There have been no 
deaths from monkeypox in the cur-
rent worldwide outbreak, but, ac-
cording to the Daily Telegraph, one 

child in the UK is in intensive care 
with the disease.

WHY IS IT CALLED MONKEYPOX?
Monkeypox was first identified in 

laboratory monkeys (macaques) in 
Denmark in 1958, hence the name. 
However, monkeys don’t seem to be 
the natural hosts of the virus. It is 
more commonly found in rats, mice 
and squirrels. The first case in hu-
mans was seen in the 1970s in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Is monkeypox related to smallpox 

and chickenpox?
Monkeypox is related to smallpox 

– they are both orthopoxviruses – 
but it is not related to chickenpox. 
Despite the name, chickenpox is a 
herpes virus, not a poxvirus. (How 
“chicken” got in the name is not en-
tirely clear. In his dictionary of 1755, 
Samuel Johnson surmised that it is 
so named because it is “of no very 

great danger”.) Nevertheless, the 
vesicles (little pus-filled blisters) 
caused by monkeypox are similar in 
appearance to those of chickenpox.

ARE CASES LIKELY TO CONTINUE 
RISING?

Cases are likely to continue to rise 
significantly over the next two-to-
three weeks, but this is not another 
pandemic in the making. Monkey-
pox doesn’t spread anywhere near 

as easily as the airborne virus SARS-
CoV-2 that causes COVID-19.

HAS MONKEYPOX EVOLVED TO BE 
MORE VIRULENT?

RNA viruses, such as SARS-CoV-2, 
don’t have the ability to check their 
genetic code for mistakes each time 
they replicate, so they tend to evolve 
faster. Monkeypox is a DNA virus, 
which does have the ability to check 
itself for genetic mistakes each time 

it replicates, so it tends to mutate a 
lot slower.

The first genome sequence of the 
current outbreak (from a patient in 
Portugal) suggests that the virus is 
very similar to the monkeypox strain 
that was circulating in 2018 and 2019 
in the UK, Singapore and Israel. So it 
is unlikely that the current outbreak 
is the result of a mutated virus that is 
better at spreading.

HOW IS MONKEYPOX DIAGNOSED?
In the UK, swab samples taken 

from the patient are sent to a spe-
cialist laboratory that handles rare 
pathogens, where a PCR test is run to 
confirm monkeypox. The UK Health 
Security Agency has only one rare 
and imported pathogens laboratory.

IS THERE A VACCINE FOR IT?
Vaccines for smallpox, which con-

tain the lab-made vaccinia virus, can 
protect against monkeypox. How-
ever, the vaccine that was used to 
eradicate smallpox can have severe 
side-effects, killing around one in a 
million people vaccinated.

The only vaccine specifically ap-
proved for monkeypox, Imvanex, is 
made by a company called Bavarian 
Nordic. It uses a nonreplicating form 
of vaccinia, which causes fewer side-
effects. It was approved by the US 
Food and Drug Administration and 
the European Medicines Agency in 
2019 – but only for use in people 18 
years of age or older.

UK health secretary Sajid Javid 
said that the UK government will be 
stocking up on vaccines that are ef-
fective against monkeypox. The UK 
currently has about 5,000 doses of 
smallpox vaccine, which has an ef-
ficacy of around 85% against mon-
keypox.

ARE THERE DRUGS TO TREAT IT?
There are no specific drugs to treat 

monkeypox. However, antivirals 
such as cidofovir and brincidofovir 
have been proven to be effective 
against poxviruses in animals and 
may also be effective against mon-
keypox infections in humans.

The author is from University of Bath. 

The article is being reproduced by ar-

rangements with The Conversation 

Food and Fertility
Karishma H. Nandkeolyar 

Want to improve your chances at con-
ceiving? Look no further than your 
plate. Cells that are responsible for 

implantation - egg cells, sperm cells, endo-
metrial cells -are some of the most demand-
ing and highly complex. They depend on 
the food we consume to thrive, explains Dr 
Karunakar Marikinti, Consultant In vitro fer-
tilization, obstetrics and Gynecologist with 
UAE-based Prime Hospital.

Fertility has a Goldilocks window, especial-
ly for women. Women are most fertile in their 
20s and it follows the law of diminishing re-
serves. Each month that she tries, a healthy, 
fertile 30-year-old woman has a 20 per cent 
chance of getting pregnant, explains Repro-
ductive.org, a website by American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine. This goes down to 
5 per cent by the time she turns 40.

One of the reasons for this dip in fertility, ex-
plains Dr Maya Sasikumar, Specialist Obstet-
rics and Gynecology at Aster Hospital, Qusais, 
is that the amount of antioxidants in the fluid 
around the egg decreases with age. Without 
this, cells surrounding the egg are less able to 
provide nutrition for the egg. This reduces em-
bryo quality and chances of pregnancy.

“In males, low oxidation production causes 
poor semen quality, reduction in sperm mo-
tility, and fragmentation of the sperm DNA. 
To decrease the negative effects of oxidation, 
men and women should increase their intake 
of antioxidants. All fruits and vegetables con-
tain antioxidants as do dark chocolate and 
green tea,” she adds.

CAUSES OF INFERTILITY
► A number of things can cause infertil-

ity, including, says UAE-based nutri-
tionist Farah Hillou:

► Hormonal imbalances,
► Polycystic ovarian syndrome,
► Endometriosis,
► Blocked fallopian tubes,
► Poor sperm quality,
► Obesity, thyroid issues,
► Genetic factors, and
► Autoimmunity.

“Furthermore, nutritional deficiencies, 
stress, exposure to environmental toxins 
(chemicals, plastics and heavy metals), imbal-
ances in gut microbiome, and mitochondrial 
dysfunction may all be contributing factors,” 
she adds. “Often, many of these factors are 
inter-related and can occur simultaneously. 
For example, diet, stress and toxin exposure 

can lead to an imbalance in gut microbiome 
which in turn can affect hormone balance. 
Applying principles of functional nutrition 
[where food is used like medicine] allows 
us to view the body as a whole, and helps us 
bring balance to various systems and encour-
age a healthy internal terrain that will boost 
chances of fertility.”

THE RUNNING CLOCK
Of course the longer you maintain good 

health, the better the quality of eggs and 
sperm you will have. “But,” says UAE-based 
nutritionist Farah Hillou, “In order to opti-
mise mitochondrial health, nutrition and oth-
er lifestyle measures are best started three to 
six months in advance of planned pregnancy 
or fertility treatment.”

EAT THIS, NOT THAT
► Hillou says a fertility-friendly diet is 

one that promotes intake of whole 
fresh foods:

► Protein like eggs, legumes and fish;
► Healthy fats like olive oil, nuts, seeds, 

avocados and omega-3 rich fish;
► A range of colorful, phytonutrient-rich 

vegetables;
► High fibre foods such as quinoa, lentils 

and beans;
► Probiotic-rich foods such as ferment-

ed vegetables, onion, garlic, leeks, ap-
ples, oats, berries and lentils can also 
help support a healthy microbiome.

Hilou says: “Certain nutrients are also very 
important in terms of optimizing fertility and 
these include:

► Vitamin D,
► Methyl folate,
► Vitamins B6 and B12,
► Iron,
► Iodine,
► Choline, and
► Zinc.”

Meanwhile, sugars must be limited. “Sim-
ple sugars affect blood sugar balance and in-
sulin sensitivity which can in turn affect ovu-
latory function. Foods that cause a spike in 
blood sugar and insulin levels include cakes, 
biscuits, white-flour/rice, soft drinks and 
fruit juice,” explains Hilou.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH COOKED FOOD?
Nothing really, but when you overcook 

something it produces toxic compounds 

called advanced glycation products, which 
accumulate in the body as people age, caus-
ing oxidative stress and thus affecting fertili-
ty, says Dr Maya Sasikumar, Specialist Obstet-
rics and Gynecology at Aster Hospital, Qusais.

DO THIS, NOT THAT
Hilou explains that skipping meals and un-

der-eating can negatively impact nutritional 
status, blood sugar balance and hormones. 
She calls for a holistic path to fertility. She of-
fers the following tips:

Exercise: Movement helps detoxify the 
body, boost mitochondria function, and pro-
mote hormone balance.

Relaxation techniques can help activate the 
parasympathetic “rest, digest, heal” state that 
helps supports mental and emotional wellbe-
ing during this critical time. Deep breathing, 
meditation, and journaling may be beneficial 
in this case.

Reduce exposure to toxins coming from 
food, beauty care products and household 
cleaners as this can significantly benefit 
overall health. Often, these items are high in 
chemicals like phthalates and parabens, plas-
tics, and heavy metals which negatively im-
pact our mitochondria and hormones. Choose 
organic food, and read product labels to help 
identify the right products.

CAN CUPPING HELP A COUPLE GOING 
THROUGH FERTILITY TREATMENT?

Maria Banti, Laboratory Director and Clini-
cal Embryologist at Orchid Fertility Clinic – 
Dubai, says: “A holistic approach is very im-
portant when a couple is undergoing an IVF 
treatment. Treatments such as acupuncture 
and cupping, meditation, yoga, psychology 
counseling, dietary and weight management 
are complementary treatments that can be 
used as part of the holistic approach.

“Specifically, acupuncture and cupping 
are very popular to patients going through 
IVF. Although the data from the studies are 
conflicting, there are studies supporting that 
acupuncture and cupping may increase the 
pregnancy rates as they help to reduce stress, 
make the patients fell more relaxed and in-
crease the blood flow which may lead to a 
better response to fertility medication and a 
thicker uterine lining.”

Fertility – or the ability to conceive a child 
– is not just about eating healthy; medical is-
sues may crop up and need interventions, but 
staying fit certainly helps your odds.

– Gulf News



Saturday| 13-02-2021 8

Srinagar | Monday | 23-05-2022 8LIFE & TIMES
TM

Study: Remote Work Doesn’t Have 
Negative Effect On Productivity
ANI

E
mployee and company resiliency 
can be enhanced through the op-
portunity for employees to work 
remotely during natural disasters 

and other events that cause workplace dis-
placement, suggests a research team from 
the Texas A&M University School of Public 
Health.

The findings were published in the jour-
nal Work.

The team, which was comprised of Kam-
rie Sarnosky, Mark Benden, Garett Sansom, 
Leslie Cizmas and Annette Regan, worked 
with a large oil and gas company in Hous-
ton, Texas, to analyze ergonomic software 
data from 264 employees. During the study 
period, the company was forced to close its 
offices because of flooding from Hurricane 
Harvey, which required employees to work 
remotely for an extended period.

The researchers looked at employee 
technology data before, during and after 
Hurricane Harvey. They found that al-
though total computer use declined during 
the hurricane, employees' work behaviors 
during the seven-month period of working 
remotely returned to pre-hurricane levels. 
This finding suggests that remote work 
does not negatively impact workplace pro-
ductivity.

This study, which was published in 
IOS Press in February, offers important in-
sights into information workers who have 
become increasingly used to and interested 
in working remotely as a result of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

"In the future, there will be a greater 
percentage of the workforce who is involved 
in some sort of office-style technology work 
activities," said Benden, who is director of 

the school's Ergonomics Center. "Almost 
all of the study's employees were right back 
up to the same level of output as they were 
doing before Hurricane Harvey. This is a 
huge message right now for employers be-
cause we're having national debates about 
whether or not employees should be able to 
work remotely or in a hybrid schedule."

This study is part of a large effort by the 
Ergonomics Center that is looking at the 

health of information workers. Although 
seemingly less taxing than blue-collar 
work, information workers are prone to 
injuries such as carpal tunnel syndrome. 
"The research says that if you work a cer-
tain way at a certain pace over a certain 
duration, you're more likely to become in-
jured from that work," Benden said. "But if 
you work a little less or a little less often or 
break up the duration or have certain other 

character traits -- like posture -- then you're 
less likely to develop a problem from doing 
your office work."

The Texas A&M researchers believe 
this information can be used to promote 
healthy behaviors for employees, includ-
ing those working remotely, and to inform 
corporate policies. They also will be looking 
at tracking the ergonomic environment in 
employees' home offices. The team believes 

that tracking this type of data can help com-
panies address remote employee health is-
sues, including stress, depression and sub-
stance abuse.

"The question was whether we could 
track people and rather than letting them 
stay in a bad place, a bad habit or bad behav-
ior, could we give them a healthful nudge 
over the computer to remind them that it 
was time to take a walk or a break," Ben-
den said. "We as humans are not very good 
at keeping track of time, especially when 
we're in the zone. In order to keep us from 
physically hurting our bodies, we need to 
have nudges and reminders, which people 
respond to, and which work really well."

Benden noted that taking breaks does 
not hinder employees' quality of work.

"The people who took the recommended 
breaks were more productive overall. They 
got more done," he said. "We need to learn 
this about people, we need to teach people 
about it, and then we need to help people 
actually do it." 

But if you work a 
little less or a little less 
often or break up the 
duration or have certain 
other character traits 
-- like posture -- then 
you're less likely to 
develop a problem from 
doing your office work

Apple Likely To Launch New 
Homepod By Early 2023
IANS

T
ech giant AppleAis likely planning to launch 
a new version of its HomePod smart speaker 
in late 2022 or by early 2023.

According to reliable supply chain ana-
lyst Ming-Chi Kuo, the tech giant is targeting the 
fourth quarter of this year or the first quarter of 
next year for launching the next HomePod model, 
9To5mac reported.

Presumably, this will be a larger model 
than the HomePod mini, but one with features 
that help bring the cost down from $300 like its 

predecessor.
Apple currently sells the $99 HomePod mini as 

the only model. The original HomePod with much 
more impressive sound was discontinued last year 
after a price cut from $349 to $299.

Kuo went on to say that while he views smart 
speakers as “undoubtedly one of the essential ele-
ments of the home ecosystem”, he doesn’t think 
Apple has realised how to be successful in the smart 
speaker domain.

The analyst, recently, predicted that the tech gi-
ant is developing a new version of the Apple TV set-
top box with the goal of lowering the cost structure

New survey reveals GCC residents’ travel 
intentions as world opens up post-pandemic

D
UBAI: As Joni Mitchell ob-
served: “You don’t know 
what you’ve got ’til it’s 
gone.” That has certainly 

proved true for travel since the on-
set of the COVID-pandemic saw 
worldwide restrictions on movement 
cause the industry to grind to a halt 
in early 2020. 

For the latest updates, follow us 
on Instagram @arabnews.lifestyle

Many feared airlines and ho-
tels would be struggling for years to 
come, but at this month’s Arabian 

Travel Market in Dubai, experts 
were bullish about the near future, 
with recovery looking extremely 
healthy. The ability to hop across 
borders for a long weekend or a sum-
mer vacation, or even a work trip 
— has now become something pre-
cious; the chance to escape everyday 
routine has become more alluring 
than ever. 

“Travel has moved from some-
thing that we took for granted to 
something that, now, we really need,” 
Paul Kelly, managing partner of 
Dubai-based consumer-insight com-
pany D/A, told Arab News. “That’s 
something that came through in this 
analysis: This huge pent-up demand 
— the emotional side of traveling has 
changed a lot.”

Residents of the GCC are eager 
to get travelling again, as research 
that D/A presented at the travel mar-
ket proved. The company assessed 
millions of social media and online 
posts with its AI-driven “Sila” tool 
to discover the travel intentions and 
desires of more than 2.2 million Arab 
speakers across the GCC. What D/A 
found was that while many of the fa-
vored destinations remain the same 
(with one major exception — more 
on that later), the reasons for visit-
ing them have changed significantly. 
It seems people are longing for relax-
ation in natural surroundings, along 
with cultural experiences, more than 
they are looking for shopping desti-
nations and material acquisition.

“Visiting cities for shopping 

used to be much (more popular). It 
was never as big as the ‘Beach Holi-
days,’ category, but ‘Shopping’ was 
always number two,” Kelly said. “It’s 
now the lowest. Beach destinations 
are still number one — for instance, 
since the pandemic, visitor numbers 
to the Maldives from the GCC are 
higher than ever. But the ‘Nature 
and Mountains’ category — so, lakes, 
for example; think Switzerland more 
than the Maldives — has become 
much more popular. And cultural 
tourism — say, music festivals, art 

events, and general cultural experi-
ences — has also become far more 
important, especially among young-
er people.”

Here are some of the main findings from 
D/A’s research.

SAUDI RISING 
One country has seen a major 

increase in interest over the past 
three years: Saudi Arabia. While the 
glitz of the UAE — and particularly 
Dubai — remains in high demand, 
the Kingdom is now the second-most 
desirable destination for travelers 
from the GCC, according to D/A’s 
research. “Saudi has become a really 
big destination. That was never the 
case previously, except for pilgrims, 
but this research discounts religious 
travel,” Kelly explained. Clearly, the 
Saudi authorities’ efforts over the 
past few years to position the coun-
try as an attractive tourism destina-
tion have been a huge success. More 
and more Saudis are looking to take 
short breaks in their own country, 
and travelers from the Emirates, 
Oman and other GCC countries are 
taking the opportunity to explore 
the rich culture and stunning land-
scapes that had previously been all-
but-impossible to access.

“This has all been driven by 
what’s currently open — festivals like 
MDLBEAST, the Riyadh and Jeddah 
seasons, AlUla, the sporting events,” 
Kelly said. “That stuff works.”
THINK LOCAL 

The top three destinations for 

GCC travelers were all in the Gulf: 
The UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Ku-
wait. This is a recent development, 
according to Kelly. “The Gulf coun-
tries were never really factors be-
fore – apart from the obvious, Dubai, 
which has always been a beacon for 
the Middle East. But what’s been in-
teresting is the rise of Qatar, because 
of the World Cup, and then Saudi as 
well,” he said.

“Khaleejis like going for short 
breaks — five days or something. And 
a lot of people, for those breaks, are 
now staying within the GCC. Saudi 
hasn’t overtaken the UAE yet, but it’s 
really come up as a tourism destina-
tion,” he continued. “The whole con-
cept of staycation within the region 
has really come up — people are stay-
ing for longer periods too. Shorter 
stays are much more valued now.” 

TURKISH DELIGHT
Turkey is one of the most de-

sirable international locations for 
GCC travelers, according to D/A’s 
research. It’s always been popular, 
but what the social-media chatter 
suggests is that people aren’t just 
heading to the big cities anymore 
— instead it’s the country’s mixture 
of “beach and mountains” that is at-
tracting attention, with its Mediter-
ranean areas proving especially in 
demand.

FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTENT
While GCC travelers are eager 

for new experiences, they’re also 
looking for the reassurance of the 
familiar. So destinations like the 
UK, the US and Thailand remain 
extremely desirable, but, Kelly said, 
they are now looking for new experi-
ences in places where they may have 
been several times before. 

“What we found across most of 
the countries is that there’s a big 
movement towards new experienc-
es, even in really familiar settings,” 
Kelly said. “So they like to go to the 
same places — London, for exam-
ple, is a big destination. But while 
they’re in London, they want to do 
something different, maybe be there 
a bit longer and go out into the coun-
tryside. There’s also an eagerness 
to fill out itineraries a bit more, do 
more things.”
FORBIDDEN FRUIT

“People really wanted to go to the 
countries that closed their borders 
early because of COVID,” Kelly said. 
“You want to do what you can’t do, 
I guess.” China and Japan were the 
main beneficiaries of this particular 
quirk of our brains, with both featur-
ing prominently on the wishlist of 
destinations in the Far East for GCC 
travelers. China, in particular, is a 
desirable place for studying for GCC 
residents, D/A found.

Arab News
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Economic Growth May 
Have Slowed To 3.5% 
In Q4 FY22: Report

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The economic 
growth may have slowed to 3.5 
per cent in the fourth quarter 
of 2021-22 from 5.4 per cent in 
the previous three-month pe-
riod due to the impact of higher 
commodity prices on margins, 
the decline in wheat yields and 
on higher base, Icra Ratings said 
on Monday.

The agency said the hiccups 
in the recovery of the contact-
intensive services attributable 
to the third wave of Covid-19 in 
the country may have also af-
fected the economic growth in 
the quarter.

Even the gross value added 
(GVA) at basic prices (at con-
stant 2011-12 prices) in Q4 
FY2022 seems to have eased to 
2.7 per cent from 4.7 per cent in 
Q3 FY2022, it said.

The National Statistical Office 
(NSO) will release the fourth 
quarter numbers of fiscal 2022 
on May 31.

Icra's Chief Economist Aditi 
Nayar said Q4 was a challeng-
ing quarter, with the Omicron-
fuelled third wave of Covid-19 
arresting the momentum in 
contact-intensive services and 
pervasive pressure on margins 
from higher commodity prices. 
Moreover, the heatwave ad-
versely affected wheat output 
in March 2022.

"We are apprehensive that 
both agriculture and industry 
will post a sub-1 per cent GVA 
growth in Q4 FY2022, whereas 
services growth will print at 
around 5.4 per cent," Nayar said.

The agency further said that 
the recent cut in excise du-
ties on petrol and diesel will 
help boost sentiments and im-
prove consumers' disposable 
incomes, while simultaneously 
cooling the CPI inflation.

Last week, the government 
had cut excise duty on petrol by 
a record Rs 8 per litre and that 
on diesel by Rs 6 per litre to give 
relief to consumers battered 
under high fuel prices that have 
also pushed inflation to a multi-

year high.
Retail inflation, as measured by 

consumer price-based inflation 
(CPI), accelerated to an eight-year 
high of 7.79 per cent in April.

"We are enthused by the 
recent excise duty cut on pet-
rol and diesel, which has been 
complemented by VAT cuts by 
some states. This will bolster 
sentiment and create some 
cushion within stretched house-
hold budgets to undertake non-
essential spending," Nayar said.

Icra projects the average CPI in-
flation for FY2023 at 6.5 per cent, 
pencilling in a 40 basis points 
repo rate hike in the June 2022 
monetary policy review, amid a 
terminal rate of 5.5 per cent.

SEBI Allows Mutual Funds To Float Passively 
Managed Equity-Linked Savings Schemes

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Capital markets 
regulator Sebi on Monday al-
lowed mutual funds to launch 
passively managed Equity-
Linked Savings Schemes (ELSS).

However, the regulator said 
that mutual funds can have ei-
ther an actively-managed ELSS 
scheme or a passively-managed 
one but not in both categories.

The passive ELSS scheme 
should be based on one of 
the indices comprising equity 
shares from top 250 companies 
in terms of market capitalisa-
tion, Sebi said in a circular.

The move will allow new 
fund houses that are especially 
focusing on passive schemes to 
float a passively-managed ELSS 
fund.

Besides, Sebi has put in place 
a framework for managing pas-
sive funds -- Exchange Traded 
Funds (ETFs) and Index Funds 
-- amid growing popularity of 
such funds as an investment 
product for retail investors.

The new framework will 
come into effect from July 1 and 
will be applicable to all existing 
ETFs and index funds, Sebi said.

Under the framework, the 
regulator has laid down guide-
lines for debt ETFs and index 
funds, its constitution, market 
making framework for ETFs, in-
vestor education and awareness 
charges, disclosure guidelines 
and other provisions.

"Considering the emergence 
of passive funds -- ETFs and 
index funds as an investment 
product for retail investors glob-
ally and various advantages of 
passive investing like trans-
parency, diversification, lower 
cost..., a need was felt to review 
the regulatory framework for 
passive funds in India," Sebi said.

In this regard, a Working 
Group was constituted with 
representation from various 
stakeholders in the passive 
funds' domain like AMCs, mu-
tual fund trustees and stock 
brokers.

The recommendations of 
the group and the feedback re-
ceived from the industry were 
deliberated in the Mutual Funds 
Advisory Committee and after 
considering the recommenda-
tions of the committee, Sebi 
came out with the new frame-
work on the passive funds.

Sebi said the norms for debt 
ETFs or index funds could be 
based on indices comprising 
corporate debt securities or 
Government Securities (G-Sec), 
T-bills and/or State Develop-
ment Loans (SDLs) or a combi-
nation of corporate debt securi-
ties and G-sec/T-bills/SDLs.

For an index with at least 80 
per cent weight of corporate 
debt securities, a single issuer 
should not have more than 15 
per cent weight in the index in 
respect of AAA securities, not 
more than 12.5 per cent in case 
of AA securities and not more 
than 10 per cent in case of A and 
below rated securities.

In case of a hybrid index 
-- comprising both corporate 
debt securities and G-Sec /SDL 

-- with up to 80 per cent weight 
of corporate debt securities, a 
single issuer should not have 
more than 15 per cent weight 
in the index in respect of AAA-
rated securities.

However, for AAA-rated secu-
rities of PSUs and AAA-rated se-
curities of PFI (Public Financial 
Institution) issuers the limit 
will be 15 per cent.

Further, in the case of AA-
rated securities, a single issuer 
should not have more than 8 
per cent weight in the index 
and not more than 6 per cent 
in respect of A and below rated 
securities.

"For an index based on G-Sec 
and SDLs, single issuer limit 
shall not be applicable," Sebi 
said, adding that such an index 
should not have more than 25 
per cent weight in a particu-
lar group, excluding securities 
issued by Public Sector Units 
(PSUs), (PFIs) and Public Sector 
Banks (PSBs).

With regard to norms for 
market making framework for 
ETFs, Sebi said Asset Manage-
ment Companies (AMCs) need 
to appoint at least two Market 
Makers (MMs), who are mem-
bers of the stock exchanges, 
for ETFs to provide continuous 
liquidity on the exchange plat-
form.

Expectation Of Rate Hike In 
Next Policy 'A No-Brainer', 
Says RBI Governor

 Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das on Monday 
hinted at another interest rate 
hike in early June to bring down 
stubbornly high inflation rate 
which has remained above the 
tolerance level for the past four 
months.

  "Expectation of rate hike, it's 
a no-brainer. There will be some 
hike but how much I will not be 
able to tell now... to say that 5.15 
(per cent) may not be very ac-
curate," Das said in an interview 
with CNBC-TV18.

The next meeting of the Mon-
etary Policy Committee (MPC) is 
scheduled for June 6-8.

RBI, in its first rate move in 
two years and its first hike in 
nearly four years, raised the repo 
rate by 40 basis points to 4.40 
per cent following an off-cycle 
meeting earlier this month.

In April RBI raised its inflation 
forecast for the current fiscal 
year to 5.7 per cent from earlier 
estimate of 4.5 per cent and low-
ered its GDP estimate to 7.2 per 
cent from 7.8 per cent for 2022-
23, citing the impact of escalat-
ing geopolitical tensions trig-
gered by the Russia-Ukraine war.

Das further said the RBI and 
government has entered into 
another phase of coordinated 
action to cool down inflation.

RBI has taken a number of 
steps to moderate inflation in 
the last 2-3 months, he said, 
adding that the government on 
other hand has taken measures, 
including wheat export ban and 
cut in excise duty on petrol and 
diesel.

All these put together will 

have sobering impact on price 
rise, he added.

Retail inflation has been above 
RBI's upper tolerance level for 
the past four months.

The government has mandat-
ed MPC headed by the RBI Gov-
ernor to keep the retail inflation 
between 2 to 6 per cent.

As per the latest print, the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) in-
flation increased to 7.79 per cent 
against 6.95 per cent in the pre-
vious month and 4.21 per cent in 
April 2021.

"Interest rates in almost every 
country today are negative, ex-
cept Russia and Brazil. The target 
for inflation for advanced econo-
mies is about 2 per cent. Except 
for Japan and one more country, 
all advanced economies have 
inflation of over 7 per cent," he 
said.

"We will move towards posi-
tive real rates, but it is impossi-
ble to forecast how soon because 
of the evolving situation," said 
the governor.

There is a silver lining too, for 
the economy, as private invest-
ment is showing signs of im-
provement.

The rebound in domestic 
economic activity is gradually 
getting generalised, Das noted 

Mcap Of 3 Of Top-Five Valued 
Firms Jumps Rs 1.78 Lakh Cr; 
Reliance Lead Gainer

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Three of the top five 
valued firms together added Rs 
1,78,650.71 crore to their market 
valuation last week, led by Reli-
ance Industries.

Last week, benchmark BSE 
Sensex climbed 1,532.77 points 
or 2.90 per cent.

While Reliance Industries, 
HDFC Bank and Hindustan Uni-
lever were the gainers from the 
top-five pack, Tata Consultancy 
Services and Infosys emerged as 
the laggards.

The market valuation of Re-
liance Industries rallied by Rs 
1,31,320.8 crore to reach Rs 
17,73,889.78 crore.

Hindustan Unilever added 
Rs 30,814.89 taking its valu-
ation to Rs 5,46,397.45 crore. 
HDFC Bank's market valuation 
jumped Rs 16,515.02 crore to Rs 
7,33,156.15 crore.

In contrast, the market capital-
isation (mcap) of Tata Consultan-
cy Services tanked Rs 43,743.96 
crore to Rs 12,05,254.93 crore.

The valuation of Infosys erod-
ed by Rs 20,129.66 crore to Rs 
6,12,303.26 crore.

In the ranking of top-five val-
ued firms, Reliance Industries 
was leading the chart, followed 
by Tata Consultancy Services, 
HDFC Bank, Infosys and Hindu-
stan Unilever.

Meanwhile, the country's larg-
est insurer LIC on Tuesday made 
a lacklustre debut on the stock 
exchanges, listing at over 8 per 
cent discount.

Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC) also earned a place in 
the 10 most valued firms on its 
debut trading day on Tuesday.

LIC is now at the 6th place in 
the list of top-10 valued compa-
nies by market capitalisation. It 
commands a market valuation of 
Rs 5,22,602.94 crore.

ICICI Bank is at the 7th spot 
with a valuation of Rs 4,93,251.86 
crore, followed by State Bank 
of India (Rs 4,12,763.28 crore), 
HDFC (Rs 3,99,512.68 crore) 
and Bharti Airtel (Rs 3,77,686.72 
crore).

Prolonged High Temperatures 
Could Worsen Inflation, Hurt 
Growth In India: Moody's

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prolonged high tem-
peratures are credit negative for 
India, as that could exacerbate in-
flation and hurt growth, Moody's 
Investors Service said on Monday.

Over the longer term, India's 
highly negative credit exposure 
to physical climate risks means 
its economic growth will likely 
become more volatile as it faces 
increasing, and more extreme inci-
dences of climate-related shocks, 
it noted.

The rating agency said although 
heatwaves are fairly common in In-
dia, they usually occur in May and 
June. However, this year New Delhi 
witnessed the fifth heatwave in 
May with the maximum tempera-
ture touching 49 degrees celsius.

"The prolonged high tempera-
tures, which are affecting much of 
the northwest of the country, will 
curb wheat production and could 
lead to extended power outages, 
exacerbating already high inflation 
and hurting growth, a credit nega-
tive," Moody's said.

The Indian government has 
revised its estimates for wheat 
production by 5.4 per cent to 105 
million tonnes for the crop year 
ending June 2022, given lower 
yields amid higher temperatures.

"The lower production, and fears 
that a surge in exports to capitalise 
on high global wheat prices would 
add to inflationary pressures do-
mestically, has prompted the 
government to ban the export of 
wheat and to divert it toward local 
consumption instead.

"Although the move will par-
tially offset inflationary pressures, 
it will hurt exports and subse-
quently growth. The ban comes at 
a time when India — the world's 
second-largest wheat producer 
—could have been capitalising on 
the global output gap from wheat 
following the Russia-Ukraine mili-
tary conflict," Moody's said.

ALSO READ| Ukraine, wheat 

ban to be discussed at Biden-Modi 
meet: US NSA

Global wheat prices have 
jumped 47 per cent since the con-
flict began in late February. The 
agency said India's export partners 
will likely face a further surge in 
wheat prices because of the ban.

They include Bangladesh, which 
absorbed 56.8 per cent of India's 
wheat exports in fiscal 2021, Sri 
Lanka (8.3 per cent), UAE (6.5 per 
cent) and Indonesia (5.4 per cent).

Moody's also said that further 
drawdowns in coal inventory could 
lead to prolonged power outages 
in industrial and agricultural pro-
duction, leading to significant cuts 
to output and weighing further on 
India's economic growth "particu-
larly if the heatwaves continue be-
yond June."

Inflation will be partially allevi-
ated by keeping wheat production 
for domestic consumption and the 
cap in power prices in exchanges, 
as well as the Reserve Bank of In-
dia's 40-basis-point policy rate rise 
in early May.

"However, given the promi-
nence of cereals and food more 
generally in India's consump-
tion, elevated food prices could 
add to social risks if they persist," 
Moody's said.

A rise in prices across all items 
from fuel to vegetables and cook-
ing oil pushed WPI or wholesale 
price inflation to a record high of 
15.08 per cent in April and retail 
inflation to a nearly eight-year 
high of 7.79 per cent.

High inflation prompted the Re-
serve Bank to hold an unscheduled 
meeting to raise the benchmark 
interest rate by 40 basis points to 
4.40 per cent earlier this month.

Steel Prices Likely To Fall By Up To 
15% In Domestic Market: EEPC

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Steel product prices 
-- which were continuously rising 
in the domestic market -- are ex-
pected to fall by 10-15 per cent due 
to duty-related measures taken by 
the government, industry body 
Engineering Export Promotion 
Council (EEPC) on Monday said.

Reacting to the government's 
move to levy export duty on some 
steel items, EEPC India Chairman 
Mahesh Desai said engineering 
goods manufacturers and export-
ers would benefit from the move 
and become more competitive in 
the global markets.

"Downstream exporters feel pri-
mary steel products prices will fall 
by 10 per cent for primary produc-
ers and 15 per cent for secondary 
steel producers," he said in a state-
ment.

On Saturday, the government 
announced waiving of customs 
duty on the import of some raw 
materials, including coking coal 
and ferronickel, used by the steel 
industry. Also, the duty on exports 

of iron ore was hiked by up to 50 
per cent and a few steel intermedi-
aries to 15 per cent.

"The government's decision to 
remove import duty on raw mate-
rials for steel would lower the cost 
for the domestic steel industry and 
therefore lower the prices (and) 
increase/imposition of export duty 
on iron ores and a host of steel in-
termediaries would increase the 
domestic availability of the key in-
dustry inputs," Desai said.

The reduction in auto fuel prices 
would ease logistics costs, which 
have been hurting the sector for 
quite some time, he added.

"All the steps together would 
not only help the industry beat the 
surging input costs but also im-
prove liquidity. We welcome the 
government decision and greatly 
appreciate the timely response," 
Desai said.

Meanwhile, Kamal Aggarwal, 
the Secretary-General of All India 
Induction Furnaces Association 
(AIIFA), told PTI that the prices of 
TMT have already started coming 
down.

Biden Launches Indo-Pacific Trade Deal, Warns Over Inflation
Associated Press

TOKYO: President Joe Biden on 
Monday launched a new trade 
deal with 12 Indo-Pacific nations 
aimed at strengthening their 
economies as he warned Ameri-
cans worried about high inflation 
that it was “going to be a haul” 
before they feel relief. The presi-
dent said he does not believe an 
economic recession is inevitable 
in the US Biden, speaking at a 
news conference after holding 
talks with Japan’s Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida, acknowledged the 
U.S. economy has “problems” but 
said they were "less consequen-
tial than the rest of the world has.”

He added: “This is going to be 
a haul. This is going to take some 
time," even as he rejected the idea a 
recession in the US was inevitable.

The comments came just 
before Biden's launch of the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Frame-
work, a new trade deal his ad-
ministration designed to signal 
US dedication to the contested 
economic sphere and to address 
the need for stability in com-
merce after disruptions caused 
by the pandemic and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

Nations joining the U.S. in the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Frame-
work are Australia, Brunei, In-
dia, Indonesia, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thai-
land and Vietnam. Along with 
the United States, they repre-
sent 40% of world GDP.

The countries said in a joint 
statement that the pact will 

help them collectively “prepare 
our economies for the future” 
following disruptions caused by 
the coronavirus pandemic and 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

President Joe Biden meets 
with Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida at Akasaka Pal-
ace. (Photo | AP)

Biden and Kishida were joined 
by Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi while representatives 
from the other countries ap-
peared by video to help launch 
the pact. Modi was in Tokyo for 
Tuesday's meeting of the Quad, 
a security grouping that also in-
cludes the US, Japan and Australia.

The White House said the 
framework will help the United 
States and Asian economies work 
more closely on issues including 
supply chains, digital trade, clean 

energy, worker protections and 
anti-corruption efforts. The details 
still need to be negotiated among 
the member countries, making it 
difficult for the administration to 
say how this agreement would 
fulfill the promise of helping U.S. 
workers and businesses while also 
meeting global needs.

Critics say the framework has 
gaping shortcomings. It doesn’t 
offer incentives to prospective 
partners by lowering tariffs or 
providing signatories with great-
er access to US. markets. Those 
limitations may not make the US 
framework an attractive alterna-
tive to the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, which still moved forward 
after the U.S. bailed out. China, 
the largest trading partner for 
many in the region, is also seek-
ing to join TPP.

Oman, Iran Sign Trade 
Deals During President Visit

AFP

MUSCAT: Iran's President Ebra-
him Raisi arrived in Oman on 
Monday as the two countries 
signed a string of trade deals and 
as international talks on Teh-
ran's nuclear programme hang 
in the balance, leaving the Is-
lamic republic under sanctions.

Raisi, on his second Gulf visit 
since taking office in August, 
was greeted by Sultan Haitham 
bin Tareq at the airport and re-
ceived a 21-gun salute at the 
royal palace, an Omani state-
ment said.

Raisi's one-day trip comes at 
a time when renewed talks on 
restoring a 2015 nuclear deal are 
at a stalemate. Oman played a 
mediating role between Tehran 
and Washington in the build-up 

to the original agreement.
The countries signed 12 mem-

oranda of understanding during 
the visit, including in the fields 
of oil and gas, transport, educa-
tion, trade and investment, re-
ported the official Oman News 
Agency.

"Trade exchanges between the 
two countries of Oman and Iran 
will improve definitely," Raisi 
said before departure, according 
to Iran's state news agency IRNA. 
"Both countries are determined 
to upgrade the level of political 
and economic ties," he added.

A delegation of 50 Iranian 
businessmen travelled to Oman 
last week, IRNA said, adding 
that Iran's minister for roads 
and urban development has an-
nounced plans for a joint ship-
ping line and tourist flights.
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Won’t Rest Till
to resolve all issues on fast-track basis.
“Enough blood has flown in Kashmir. Roots 

of militancy have remained stronger here in 
Jammu and Kashmir and there was a time 
when even the case was not being registered,” 
he said, adding that “his government is com-
mitted to end militancy from Kashmir for ev-
erlasting peace.”

The LG said that it was a fact that no one 
can compensate for the death of any person. 
However, the government is taking measures 
to provide job compensation to the NoK’s of 
Rahul Bhat,” said LG, who was accompanied by 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir P K Pole and 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir Vijay 
Kumar.

He further added that from the last over a 
year, the security forces have had the upper 
hand. “Despite that, some incidents have taken 
place. There are informers everywhere. Nobody 
can even identify them. However, I can’t assure 
that no such incident will take place, those who 
kill people with guns are not our only targets, 
but all those who are running this ecosystem. 
We will not stay calm until this ecosystem is 
put to an end. Everybody knows what has hap-
pened, but can’t tolerate it anymore,” he said.

Sinha further said that the attempts by some 
elements have been made since long and the 
KPs are knowledgeable about it.

“I belong to an outside State and you are well 
aware about the situation,” he told the agitat-
ing KPs and urged them not to fall prey to some 
hands who are playing politics over the killing 
of Rahul Bhat.

He assured KPs that all their issues will be 
resolved including providing safe and secure 
accommodation. “One officer at my office 
has been assigned the job of monitoring the 
fulfillment of your all demands. Besides that 
Divisional Commissioner is also working on all 
your demands,” he said and urged the KPs to 
have faith in the system.

“The homes are being constructed while at 
some places lands are being made available 
and DPR in some cases are in final stage,” he 
assured the KPs while paying tributes to Rahul 
Bhat, a Revenue official, who was killed at Tehsil 
Office Chadoora almost ten days back—(KNO)

Govt Removes
service with immediate effect,” the order 

read.
Police To Identify

Ramban, Mohita Sharma Garg, Islam invited 
the attention of the officer towards the grow-
ing number of unregistered web-based news 
organisations operating through various social 
media platforms, especially Facebook, which 
are seen spreading propaganda, fake news , 
and also indulging in blackmail of government 
functionaries in the district.

On most of the occasions, they are seen in-
terfering in smooth running of the adminis-
trative affairs and planting anti-government 
stories which are largely aimed at maligning 
the image of the administration and always 
portraying them in bad light.

A large number of district & sectoral officers 
have complained of harassment at their hands 
and stated that many self-proclaimed media 
persons, without carrying any authentic iden-
tification, barge into their offices and start re-
cording videos and posting them in various so-
cial media groups, the district magistrate said.

He said if channels and journalists operating 
these illegal portals remain un-checked, there 
is every apprehension of emerging of law and 
order situations with potential to disturb the 
peaceful fabric of the district.

In the larger interest of the general public, 
you are requested to identify all such fake me-
dia groups which are operating without any 
proper registration in the district. You are also 
advised to verify the antecedents and source of 
funding of all so-called journalists who oper-
ate these illegal portals without any valid qual-
ification and authorisation from the competent 
authority, Islam said.

The list of all such ‘media organisations’ and 
so-called journalists may be shared with this 
office for taking further necessary action in the 
matter, the DC said.

President of the Working Journalist 
Association, Ramban, M Taskeen Wani wel-
comed the decision of the district administra-
tion and said it was a long pending demand of 
the association to curb the activities of such 
elements who are bringing a bad name to the 

profession.
Govt Not To Disengage

the Service Selection Board.
“This is to clarify that the Govt of J&K has no 

plans to disengage employees who are work-
ing under Rehber-e-Khel, Rehbar-e-Janglat and 
NYC scheme,” the union territory government’s 
Information and Public Relations department 
said on its official Twitter handle.
National Emblem

be,” reads an order by Principal Secretary, 
Home Department R K Goyal.

In January 2020, the administration changed 
nomenclature of police medal for gallantry 
and police medal for meritorious service by re-
moving the word ‘Sher-i-Kashmir’, a reference 
to former Prime Minister of J&K and National 
Conference founder Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah.

“It is hereby ordered that the words ‘Sher-i-
Kashmir Police Medal for Gallantry and Sher-
i-Kashmir police medal for meritorious ser-
vice’ wherever appearing in the government 
order No.332(P) of 2001 dated 01.08.2001, as 
amended from time to time, shall henceforth 
be read as ‘Jammu and Kashmir police medal 
for gallantry and Jammu and Kashmir police 
medal for meritorious service,” the Principal 
Secretary, home department, had said in an 
order issued in the third week of the January 
2020. (GNS)

More Govt
University and a school teacher Mohammad 

Maqbul Hajam for encouraging and involve-
ment in anti- India activities.

Taking a strict stand on the involvement of 
the government employees for keeping links 
with militant outfits, the J&K government has so 
far sacked 38 officials for keeping in touch with 
militant outfits in the Union Territory in the last 
two years.

They were accused of playing an active role 
in creating and sustaining the ideological nar-
ratives for the militant networks in J&K . (IANS)
Newborn Comes

dead and was not given medical attention at 
the hospital for over two hours before the family 

decided to perform her burial at Hollan village.
When they were returning to the hospi-

tal, some locals objected to the burial in their 
graveyard, forcing the family to dig out the 
grave nearly an hour later.

Wani said when the baby was taken out of 
the grave she was found to be alive. The family 
rushed her to the hospital.

“After initial treatment, she was referred to 
Srinagar for specialised treatment by the doc-
tors,” he said.

Gujjar leader Choudhary Mansoor, also a 
panch, accused the hospital staff of negligence.

The incident sparked protests by the family 
and others inside the hospital complex against 
the “non-professional attitude of the doctors 
and the hospital staff”.

Banihal Block Medical Officer (BMO) Dr 
Rabia Khan said an inquiry has been ordered 
into the incident.

“We have already placed a junior staff nurse 
and sweeper working in the gynaecology sec-
tion under suspension with immediate effect, 
pending an inquiry,” she said, adding fur-
ther details will be shared after the inquiry is 
completed.
Replacement Work

completed. This is an essential infrastruc-
ture and replacement is necessary for flight 
safety.”

“Inconvenience caused to the passengers is 
regretted. Kindly reschedule your flight book-
ings accordingly.” The Director noted.

Pertinently, in March, the authorities at the 
Srinagar airport had installed six new mod-
ern equipment including In-Line Baggage 
System(ILBS) in an attempt to enhance the air-
navigation of the aircraft, passenger safety and 
security.

The six equipments installed at the Srinagar 
airport included Doppler Very High Frequency 
Omni Range (DVOR), non-directional (radio) 
beacon (NDB), the instrument landing system 
(ILS), X-Ray Baggage Inspection System (XBIS), 
In-Line Baggage System(ILBS) and ETD.

While talking to Kashmir Observer, Director 
Srinagar Airport, Mr. Kuldeep Singh had said 
that these newly installed modern equipment 
at Srinagar Airport will ensure an increase 
in rush, enhance a smooth conduct of flight 

operations and will provide a hassle free expe-
rience to the passengers.

Subsequently, in April, the Srinagar 
International Airport marked the busiest day in 
its history, handling its highest number of per 
day passengers at nearly 15,200 on Monday, 
with 7,305 arrivals in 102 flights.
J&K Logs Five

three were reported from the Jammu divi-
sion and two from the Kashmir division of the 
union territory, they said.

Seventeen of the total 20 districts in Jammu 
and Kashmir did not report any fresh cases.

There are 58 active COVID-19 cases in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the officials said.

So far, 4,49,394 people have recovered from 
the viral disease, they said.
Minor Earthquake

at 10.31 am, the officials said.
They said the quake hit Bandipora district 

in north Kashmir at a latitude of 34.43 degrees 
north and the longitude of 75.03 degrees east 
at the depth of 50 Km.

There were no reports of any loss of life or 
any damage to property, they officials said.
Oil Tanker Mows

of Ghulam Hyder Wani of Shadipora Payeen 
was hit and grievously injured by an unknown 
oil tanker at around 4:00 AM at his native 
village.

Farhad was subsequently shifted to SKIMS 
Bemina where he succumbed to injuries, they 
said. Farhad, married only four days ago, was 
heading towards a Masjid (mosque) to offer Fajr 
(morning) prayers, they said.

Confirming it, a police official said that cog-
nizance of the incident has been taken and in-
vestigations have been initiated.
Heart Attack Kills

that the circumstances leading to the inci-
dents were being ascertained.

Meanwhile, the deceased BSF trooper 
has been identified as Akeel Ahmad hailing 
from Madhya Pradesh while CRPF man has 
been identified as ASI Subhash Chandra son 
of Kamta Parsad belongs to CRPF Battalion 
243—(KNO)

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 

KASHMIR
OBSERVER

Climate Change Made 
Record Heatwave In India 
30 Times More Likely: Study

Agenceis

New Delhi: The record breaking 
heatwave in India and Pakistan, 
which caused widespread hu-
man suffering and hit global 
wheat supplies, was about 30 
times more likely to happen 
due to human-caused climate 
change, according to a study by 
an international team of climate 
scientists published on Monday.

Large parts of India and 
Pakistan experienced an un-
usually early and long-running 
heatwave, beginning early 
March, which has largely per-
sisted until now.

March was the hottest in India 
since records began 122 years 
ago, with Pakistan also seeing 
record temperatures, the re-
searchers said.

To quantify the effect of cli-
mate change on the long-run-
ning high temperatures in India 
and Pakistan, they analysed 
weather data and computer sim-
ulations to compare the climate 
as it is today, after about 1.2 de-
grees Celsius of global warming 
since the late 1800s, with the 
climate of the past.

The attribution study, which 
determines the influence of 
climate change on a particular 
weather event, focused on the 
average maximum daily tem-
peratures during March and 
April, in Northwestern India and 
Southeastern Pakistan, which 

were most severely affected.
The results showed that an 

event like the current long-run-
ning heatwave is still rare, with 
a 1 per cent chance of happening 
each year, but human-caused cli-
mate change has made it about 
30 times more likely to happen.

The analysis suggests the 
heatwave would have been ex-
traordinarily rare without the 
effects of human-induced cli-
mate change.

The study was conducted by 
29 researchers as part of the 
World Weather Attribution 
group, including scientists 
from universities and me-
teorological agencies in India, 
Pakistan, Denmark, France, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Switzerland, the UK and the US.

"High temperatures are 

common in India and Pakistan 
but what made this unusual was 
that it started so early and lasted 
so long," said Professor Krishna 
Achuta Rao from Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Delhi.

"Across much of both coun-
tries, people had little relief for 
weeks on end, with the costs 
particularly high for hundreds 
of millions of outdoor workers. 
We know this will happen more 
often as temperatures rise and 
we need to be better prepared 
for it," Rao said in a statement.

The researchers noted that 
until overall greenhouse gas 
emissions are halted, global 
temperatures will continue to 
increase and events like these 
will become more frequent.

For example, if global tem-
perature rise reaches 2 degrees 

Celsius, a heatwave like this one 
would be expected as often as 
once every five years, the scien-
tists found, adding even slower 
emission cuts would likely make 
such a heatwave yet more fre-
quent still.

The results might underesti-
mate how common such a heat-
wave is now and how frequently 
it can be expected if greenhouse 
gas emissions continue, because 
the relatively short length of 
weather data records limited 
the statistical analysis that the 
researchers could make.

"Heat waves also have the 
potential to increase risk of for-
est fires and even droughts," 
said Arpita Mondal, Civil 
Engineering, and Climate 
Studies, IIT Bombay.

"Thousands of people in this 
region, who, to begin with, 
contributed very little to global 
warming, are now bearing the 
brunt of it and will continue to 
do so if emissions are not sig-
nificantly cut globally," said 
Mondal.

The early onset of the heat-
wave, combined with the lack of 
rain, hit India's wheat production. 
As a consequence, the govern-
ment announced a ban on wheat 
exports, further increasing global 
prices, the researchers said

Across the world heatwaves 
occurring today have been made 
more likely and more intense by 
climate change, they said.

HDFC Bank partners with B2B 
pharma marketplace Retailio to 
launch co-branded credit cards
Agenceis

Mumbai: HDFC Bank and 
Retailio today announced the 
launch of a new range of co-
branded credit cards. These 
B2B credit cards are primar-
ily targeted at chemists and 
pharmacies in the merchant 
segment. The credit cards will 
be available to over 1 lakh cus-
tomers of Retailio from their 
existing merchant base and as 
well as new customers.

HDFC Bank is the leading 
player in the payments ecosys-
tem with a base of over 6 crore 
credit, debit and prepaid cards 
addressing every market seg-
ment. Retailio has its presence 
in over 1000 cities along with 
a network of over 1000 Health 
care and Pharma companies, 
3000 Pharmaceutical distribu-
tors, 1 Lakh pharmacies, hospi-
tals & nursing homes.

Under the Retailio Cobrand 
program the credit cards 
will offer up to 50 days of 
interest-free credit period, 
reward points on spend and 
purchases through all mer-
chants, annual milestone ben-
efits like 500 Bonus Reward 
Points on spending Rs 25,000 
per month and 1,500 Bonus 
Reward Points on spend-
ing Rs 50,000 per month, 5% 
Cashback on all Business es-
sentials like Utility, Telecom, 
Govt. & tax payments, 1% fuel 
surcharge waiver between 
Rs.400 to Rs.5000 of Fuel pur-
chase and up to Rs. 250 per 
statement, other Subscription 

offers on Smartbuy, SmartPay 
and Payzapp offer and no cost 
& low-cost EMI options for all 
customers on their credit card 
along with term loan eligibil-
ity for business purposes.

“As India’s largest card is-
suer, we are committed to 
nurturing the payments eco-
system by collaborating with 
different players in Corporate 
India. Our strategic partner-
ships include the who's who 
from travel, FMCG, hospital-
ity, telecom and fintech sec-
tors. Through our partnership 
with Retailio we will extend 
this collaboration further 
into the pharma sector with a 
customised product for retail 
pharmacies, distributors and 
hospitals within the Retailio 
merchant network,” said Parag 

Rao, Country Head – Payment 
Business, Consumer Finance, 
Technology and Digital 
Banking, HDFC Bank.

“This co-branded initia-
tive with HDFC bank is a step 
towards acknowledging their 
importance and one of our core 
offerings to enable continued 
growth for our partners,” said 
Harsh Parekh, co-founder, API 
Holdings.

“This launch is an important 
step for us to ensure that we aid 
our ecosystem partners with 
the necessary ammunition for 
their next level of growth – 
while we continue to innovate 
and provide them the neces-
sary structures for continued 
and sustained growth,” said 
Rohit Anand, Head – FinTech – 
API Holdings.
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IPL Debutants GT Hold Edge 
Against RR In Qualifier 1

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Equipped with a le-
thal bowling attack and boast-
ing a number of quality finish-
ers, debutants Gujarat Titans 
will start as favourites against 
spin-heavy former champions 
Rajasthan Royals when the two 
teams face-off in the first IPL 
Qualifier, here on Tuesday.

Captaining a team in the IPL 
for the first time ever, a fit-
again Hardik Pandya has been 
a revelation this season as he 
led from the front with both bat 
and ball to ensure a top finish 
for his team in the league stage.

Apart from firing at number 
4, Pandya has used his resourc-
es well, be it the death bowling 
of wily Rashid Khan or making 
his batting exploits count to go 
alongside the fiery duo of David 
Miller and Rahul Tewatia. Every 
little thing has fallen in place.

Their weak link was their top-
order batting with highly-rated 
Shubman Gill failing to convert 
his starts but the addition of 
veteran Wriddhiman Saha has 
done wonders for the team.

The Titans had defeated the 
same opponents by 37 runs in 

the league stage but the inau-
gural edition champions have 
a spin-heavy attack to go with 
rich experience and they might 
prove to a tricky customer.

The Titans also have looked 
vulnerable as they suffered 
three defeats in last five match-
es, including an eight-wicket 
thrashing by Royal Challengers 
Bangalore in their previous out-
ing, which would mean that the 
Pandya-led side has to step up.

The Sanju Samson-led outfit 
boast of both the Orange and 
Purple Cap holders this season 
-- Jos Buttler and Yuzvendra 
Chahal.

They also have the experience 
of Ravichandran Ashwin whose 
versatility has come to the fore 
especially in the second-half 
of the season. Ashwin's batting 
has also made a huge difference.

Batting at number 5 ahead 
of their regular batters Shim-
ron Hetmyer and Riyan Parag 
against Chennai Super Kings 
the other day, Ashwin smashed 
an unbeaten 23-ball 40 to script 
a five-wicket win that also 
sealed their top-two finish.

But for them to repeat their 
2008-IPL winning show, the 
Royals would not just need an 
Ashwin but the top-order to fire. 

IPL Playoffs: Super Over Could Determine 
Winner In Case Of Disruptions

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A Super Over 
could decide IPL 15's champi-
ons should rain gods play spoil-
sport and no play is possible in 
regulation time.

If not even an over a side is 
possible, the league standing 
will take precedence and will 
decide the winner, according to 
an IPL briefing note.

This will also apply to the 
Qualifier 1, Eliminator, Quali-
fier 2, which do not have re-
serve days.

May 30 has been kept aside 
as a reserve day for the summit 
clash, which will begin at 8pm.

With the IPL moving to Kolk-
ata for the playoffs and inclem-
ent weather forecast for the 
city, the IPL has issued certain 
guidelines in case of rain-inter-

rupted games.
While Gujarat Titans take on 

Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier 1 
on Tuesday, Lucknow Super Gi-
ants will play Royal Challengers 
Bangalore at the same venue 
the next day in the Eliminator.

The second Qualifier and the 
final are slated to be played in 
Ahmedabad on Friday and Sun-
day respectively.

"The number of overs in the 
playoff match may, if necessary, 
be reduced so that each side has 
the opportunity to bat for five 
overs," the IPL guidelines read.

"For the Eliminator and each 
Qualifier playoff matches, in 
the event that it is not possible 
to schedule a five-over match to 
complete by the end of the ex-
tra time on the original day, the 
teams will, if conditions permit, 
play a Super Over to determine 

the winner of the relevant Elim-
inator or Qualifier match."

If the Super Over is not pos-
sible "the team that finished 
highest in the league table after 
the 70 matches of the regular 
season shall be declared the 
winner of the relevant playoff 
match or final," it added.

In case of the two Qualifiers 
and the Eliminator, if one in-
nings is complete but no play is 
possible in the second, the DLS 
method will come into play.

If the final starts on May 
29 that is at least one ball is 
bowled then the "match will 
resume at the point where it 
stopped on the previous day. 
For the avoidance of doubt, 
any match recalculations done 
without the match actually re-
starting on the previous night 
will be ignored."

Ten Hag Has Vision Of ‘Unified’ & 
‘Entertaining’ Manchester United

Agencies

MANCHESTER: A hard-work-
ing, unified team playing at-
tacking and entertaining soccer.

Erik ten Hag has set out his vi-
sion for Manchester United af-
ter being presented as the fifth 
manager in nine years at a fallen 
giant coming off its worst ever 
season in the Premier League.

“The current situation is ob-
viously not that good. It’s a big 
challenge,” Ten Hag said Mon-
day when he made his first visit 
to Old Trafford.

The previous day, Ten Hag 
was at Selhurst Park to watch 
United lose 1-0 at Crystal Palace 
to conclude a fifth straight sea-
son without a trophy and finish 
the league in sixth place on 58 
points — its lowest total since 
the Premier League was created 
in 1992.

United has resembled a dys-
functional club this season — on 
and off the field — and Ten Hag 
will front a huge rebuilding job 
after joining from Ajax, which 
he returned to the summit of 
Dutch soccer by adopting the 
attacking philosophy of the 
team’s most famous player, Jo-
han Cruyff.

He wants to do the same at 
United in a bid to end its lon-
gest trophy drought in nearly 
40 years, with its last piece of 
silverware being the Europa 

League in 2017.
“I want to build and construct 

a team who are battling for each 
other, who are unified and who 
will get results,” he said. “Also 
we are playing in the ‘Theatre 
of Dreams’ — we want to enter-
tain. But in the end, the inten-
tion is to play fantastic football. 
If we can’t play fantastic foot-
ball, we still have to win.”

Ten Hag spoke of the “fight-
ing culture” that marked past 
United teams and said there is 
clearly potential in the current 
squad, given it finished second 
in the league in the 2020-21 
season.

This season, United was 35 
points behind champion Man-
chester City.

“It’s a process,” Ten Hag said. 
“It will take time but I’m con-
vinced we will come to that 

point where we get success. We 
have to work hard and it has to 
be based on the right philoso-
phy and strategy.”

That includes doing “the 
pressing, the total high-press-
ing … and the adventurous 
football” that was the signature 
of his Ajax team.

Ten Hag stressed the need to 
have a “concept” and a “strat-
egy” — without going into ex-
actly what that entails — but 
did say he would need to adapt 
to United, too.

“It’s about the Man United 
football and about the Man 
United identity and philoso-
phy,” he said. “It has to be about 
attacking football. We have to 
bring structures in the way of 
playing, so we can play attack-
ing football.”

Ten Hag made sure to keep a 
link to the great United teams 
led by Alex Ferguson when 
making choosing his backroom 
staff.

Steve McClaren will be one 
of Ten Hag’s two assistants, 
with the former England coach 
returning to Old Trafford for a 
second spell after being the No. 
2 to Ferguson in 1999-2001 -- 
when United won three straight 
league titles.

“This club has a great his-
tory,” Ten Hag said. “Let’s now 
make a future. I’m really excited 
to do that.”

Cluster University’s Pencak Silat 
Contingent Leaves For All India 
Inter-University Championship

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Vice-Chancellor, 
Cluster University Srinagar, Prof. 
(Dr.) Qayyum Husain on Monday 
flagged-off a Pencak Silat con-
tingent for their participation 
in the All-India Inter-University 
Championship to be held at Uni-
versity of Jammu from May 24 to 
26, 2022.

Seven students, including six 
boys and one girl from the con-
stituent colleges of CU are partic-
ipating in the championship un-
der the supervision of varsity's 
Sports Secretary Prof Tariq Ashai 
and Physical Director AAAM De-
gree College, Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmad 
Bhat is accompanying the team 
as Team Manager.

Addressing the participants, 
Prof. (Dr.) Qayyum felt glad to 
see the students joining the 
Pencak Silat championship to 
demonstrate their commitment 
and passion towards sports ac-
tivities. He further added, it will 
be our unrelenting commitment 
to provide best possible sports 
facilities to our students to fa-
cilitate their overall personality 
development.

The Vice-Chancellor appreci-
ated the enthusiasm put forth by 
the students for the tournament 
and conveyed his good wishes to 
the members of the team. 

During flag off ceremony, Sec-
retary sports Prof Tariq Ashai 
complimented the Vice Chancel-
lor for his whole hearted sup-
port to the CUS team members 
and hoped that team of CUS 
shall perform with full enthusi-
asm and spirit and bring laurels 
for the university.

Pertinent to mention here that 
CUS is going to participate for 
the first time in a tournament 
being organized under the ban-
ner of Association of Indian Uni-
versities.

The contingent was flagged off 
from the university campus at 
Gogji Bagh Srinagar.

The other officers who were 
present on the occasion include, 
Dean Academic Affairs Prof. 
Mushtaq Ahmad Lone, Control-
ler/Registrar Prof. Khurshid Ah-
mad Mir, Convenor Sports Com-
mittee, A S College, Prof Aijaz 
Hussain Kant, Assistant Registrar 
Mr. Gulzar Ahmad and other staff 
of cluster University Srinagar.

ASIA CUP HOCKEY

India Concede Late To 
Draw 1-1 With Pakistan

Press Trust of India

JAKARTA: Defending champions 
India conceded a late goal to allow 
arch-rivals Pakistan walk away with a 
1-1 draw in their opening Pool A match 
of the Asia Cup men's hockey tourna-
ment, here on Monday.

India took the lead in the ninth min-
ute through Karthi Selvam before Ab-
dul Rana broke their neighbours' heart 
by equalising in the 59th from a pen-
alty corner. India will next play Japan 
on Tuesday.

Pakistan had the first scoring chance 
in the third minute in the form of a pen-
alty corner, but they failed to stop the 
ball properly as India survived.

Seconds later, it was India's turn to 
secure a penalty corner but Neelam 
Sanjip Xess' effort was saved by the 
Pakistan goalie Akmal Hussain.

The Indians continued to put pres-
sure on the Pakistan defence and se-
cured two more penalty corners in the 

first quarter, the second of which was 
converted by Karthi, who scored his first 
international goal after his flick went 
inside the Pakistan citadel after getting 
a deflection off the stick of defender 
Muhammad Abdullah.

In between Pakistan also got an-
other penalty corner but the effort 
went wide.

Soon after the start of the second 
quarter, Pakistan goalkeeper Hussain 
made a fine reflex save to deny Pawan 
Rajbhar from point blank range.

The Indians dominated the ball pos-
session and secured another penalty 
corner in the 21st minute which went 
abegging.

Two minutes from the half time, 
Pakistan got a chance to equalise when 
they were awarded a penalty corner for 
an unnecessary tackle outside circle 
by young Vishnukant Singh, but once 
again miss-stop ruined the opportunity 
as India went into into the break with a 
slender 1-0 lead.

BAI Awards Cash Prizes To 
Thomas Cup-Winning Contingent

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Badminton As-
sociation of India (BAI) has re-
warded the Indian men’s team 
with a cash prize of Rs one crore 
for its historic title triumph at the 
Thomas Cup Finals in Bangkok.

BAI handed the cash prize of Rs 
one crore to the Indian team and 
Rs 20 lakh to the support staff 
after their arrival in the country, 
in a city hotel on Saturday night.

BAI president Himanta Biswa 
Sarma congratulated the Indian 
team on its historic achievement.

BAI general secretary Sanjay 
Mishra alongside chief national 
coach Pullela Gopichand and 
other BAI officials were present 
during the occasion.

The Indian team scripted his-
tory by clinching the Thomas 
Cup title for the first time in 
73 years by thrashing 14-time 
champions Indonesia. 

Pakistan Cuts Usman Qadir For 
ODI Series Against West Indies
Fit-again Shadab Khan returns to the squad

Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
dropped leg-spinner Usman Qadir 
and hard-hitting batters Asif Ali 
and Haider Ali for next month's 
limited-overs international series 
against the West Indies.

"Usman, Asif and Haider re-
main in our plans for the short-
est format as we have a series of 
T20s lined up this year, includ-
ing the T20 World Cup, chief 
selector Mohammad Wasim said 
in a statement on Monday.

Wasim said the return of vice-
captain Shadab Khan and Mo-
hammad Nawaz from injuries 
resulted in Usman's absence 
for the ODI series. Both players 
missed Pakistan's last ODI series 
at home against Australia.

Rawalpindi will host the three 
one-day games, which are part 
of the Cricket World Cup League, 
on June 8, 10 and 12.

The 16-member squad will 
meet for a training camp starting 
June 1, with Haris Rauf, Hasan 
Ali, Mohammad Rizwan and 
Shadab Khan joining from their 
English county teams.

For the first time in more than 
two years, Pakistan will be play-
ing without the restrictions of a 
bio-secure bubble that had be-
come part of life for players dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Wasim said the lowered re-
strictions meant additional 
players could be called into the 
squad in case the team manage-

ment required any replacement.
"We have decided to give the 

best chance to our side to collect 
maximum points and strengthen 
our chances of progressing direct-
ly for the pinnacle 50-over tourna-
ment," he said of the World Cup.

"We have retained the same 
core of players so they further 
establish themselves in the for-
mat. I hope this bunch will con-
tinue the form they gained from 
the Australia series."

The selectors have included 
uncapped wicketkeeper-batter 
Mohammad Haris in the squad 
as backup for Mohammad Riz-
wan, and retained the three 
openers Abdullah Shafique, 
Fakhar Zaman and Imam-ul-Haq.

Squad: Babar Azam (captain), 
Shadab Khan, Abdullah Shafique, 
Fakhar Zaman, Haris Rauf, Hasan 
Ali, Iftikhar Ahmed, Imam-ul-Haq, 
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad Haris, 
Mohammad Nawaz, Mohammad 
Rizwan, Mohammad Wasim Junior, 
Shaheen Shah Afridi, Shahnawaz 
Dahani and Zahid Mahmood. (AP)

Record 6th-Wicket Stand Helps 
Bangladesh Recover In 2nd Test

Agencies

DHAKA: Liton Das and Mushfiqur 
Rahim hit centuries Monday as 
Bangladesh recovered from a shaky 
24-5 to end day one of the second 
test against Sri Lanka on 277-5.

Liton was batting on 135 and 
Mushfiqur, who scored 105 in the 
first test, was on 115 after sharing 
a record 253 runs in an unbroken 
sixth-wicket stand.

They made the highest partner-
ship for the sixth wicket or lower 
after losing the first five wickets for 
25 runs or less, breaking the record 
set by Pakistan duo Wallis Mathias 
and Shujauddin against West In-
dies in 1959.

It was also Bangladesh’s highest 
sixth-wicket partnership, eclipsing 
the 191 by Mohammad Ashraful 
and Mushfiqur Rahim against Sri 
Lanka in 2007.

After a sensational batting col-
lapse, they kept Bangladesh un-
scathed throughout the day.

The only chance Sri Lanka could 
create came when Liton on 47 of-
fered a catch at backward square 
leg, which Kusal Mendis’ substi-
tute Kamindu Mendia failed to 
hold on to.

Mendis was taken to a hospital 
earlier because of chest pains.

Liton then hit Asitha Fernando 
for a boundary through the same 
region to raise his fifty off 96 balls.

He then needed just 53 balls to 
complete his next fifty to reach his 
third century off 149 balls.

Mushfiqur, who became the 
first Bangladeshi batter to reach 
5,000 runs last week, was more 
restrained.

He brought up his fifty off 112 
balls, also through a boundary 
from left-arm spinner Praveen Jay-
wawickrama’s delivery.

Unlike Liton, his innings was 
completely chanceless and he 
raised his ninth century off 218 
balls with a single from a delivery 
by Ramesh Mendis.

But it was a terrible start for Ban-
gladesh, which opted to bat first 
after captain Mominul Haque won 
the toss. Pacer Kasun Rajitha took a 
wicket with the second ball of the 
match and two in the seventh over 
to start a session of dominance for 
Sri Lanka.

Rajitha, who played part of the 
drawn first test as a concussion 
substitute, returned figures of 3-43 
and Fernando claimed 2-80.

Rajitha and Fernando removed 
openers Mahmudul Hasan and Ta-
mim Iqbal for ducks as Bangladesh 
slumped to 6-2 in the second over.

Liverpool, Aston Villa Sign 
Highly Rated Youngsters

Agencies

BIRMINGHAM: Liverpool and 
Aston Villa started building for 
next season by announcing the 
signings of highly rated young-
sters on Monday.

Fabio Carvalho, a 19-year-old 
Portuguese forward who has 
just helped Fulham gain promo-
tion to the Premier League, will 
join Liverpool on July 1.

Carvalho made four appear-
ances for Fulham in the Premier 
League in the 2020-21 campaign 
and is set for a back-up role at 
the Reds, who have brought in 
attackers Diogo Jota and Luis 
Diaz over the last two years to 
provide competition for for-
wards Sadio Mane, Roberto Fir-
mino and Mohamed Salah.

Boubacar Kamara, a 22-year-
old defensive midfielder, will 
join Villa on a free transfer when 
his contract with Marseille ex-
pires at the end of this month.

Kamara was called up to the 
French national team’s senior 

squad for the first time this 
month for upcoming Nations 
League matches.

“I am delighted that we have 
been able to attract one of the 
most promising young talents 
in European football,” said Villa 
manager Steven Gerrard, the Liv-
erpool great who played in the 
same position as Kamara.

Kamara helped Marseille fin-
ish in second place in the French 
league, so is swapping playing in 
the Champions League next sea-
son for a team that won’t even 
be playing in Europe.

Kamara came through the 
youth ranks at Marseille and has 
made more than a century of ap-
pearances for the team.
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Famous Irani Chai of 
Bombay now in Srinagar
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