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Imagination is more 
important than 

knowledge

― - Albert Einstein

Widom

15 New Corona 
Cases In J&K
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
on Friday recorded 15 new 
COVID-19 cases, raising its tally 
to 4,53,520, officials said.
They said no death due to the 
disease was reported in the 
union territory in the past 24 
hours. Of the fresh cases, eight 
were reported from Jammu 
division and seven More on P6

Soldier Dies Of 
Suspected Heart Attack
SRINAGAR: A soldier on Friday 
died of suspected heart attack in 
this capital city, official sources 
said. Naib Subedar Tezpal Singh 
of army’s 53 RR complained of 
chest pain to his colleagues at a 
camp in Kaner village of Budgam, 
sources said. The soldier, they 
said, was More on P6

LG Greets People On 
Shab-E-Baraat
JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Friday extended 
his greetings to the people of the 
Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir on the eve of Shab-e-
Baraat. According to an official 
spokesperson, the LG in his 
message said that observance 
of the auspicious occasion 
endorses More on P6

6 ‘Militant Associates’ 
Held In Pulwama
SRINAGAR: Police on Friday 
claimed to have busted a 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) module 
by arresting six militant 
associates of the outfit in south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
A police spokesperson identified 
the alleged militant associates 
as Rouf Ahmad Lone alias Amjid, 
Sajad Ahmad Dar and Javaid 
Ahmad Dar,  More on P6
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MERCURY SOARS TO ALL-TIME 
HIGH IN PAHALGAM, QAZIGUND

THEMATIC STUDIES ON THE QUR’AN: 
10 SIGNIFICANT BOOKS
In continuation with the previous column 
(dated 13th march 2022), below is presented an 
assessment of five (5) more important books on 
the ‘thematic’ study and interpretation of the 
Qur’an. These books are: Farid Esack’s The Qur’an: 

The maximum temperature shattered all time high 
record for the month of March in Pahalgam and 
Qazigund as mercury soared to 24.3°C in the world 

A topper among 110 students of National Institute 
Technology Srinagar have qualified GATE exam 2022 
(Graduate Aptitude Test for Engineering) of which results 

CITY STATE3 7
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MOREOVER, 209 MORE COVID-19 PATIENTS have recovered 
and been discharged from various hospitals including 91from 

HM Reviews 
Kashmir Situation 
At High Level Meet

BSF Chief In 
J&K To Review 
Border Security
Press Trust Of India

J A M M U : 
BSF Director 
General (DG) 
Pankaj Kumar 
Singh arrived 
here on a 
three-day visit 
on Friday to re-
view the secu-
rity scenario along the International 
Border (IB) and the Line of Control 
(LoC), an official said.

Inspector General (IG) of 
the BSF, Jammu frontier, D K 
Boora gave a detailed presen-
tation to the DG at the fron-
tier headquarters here, cover-
ing all the critical aspects of 
border security and domina-
tion on the IB and the LoC, a 
spokesperson of the border-
guarding force said.

Boora described the general 
security scenario in its Area of 
Responsibility, covering the de-
ployment pattern of BSF battal-
ions and their robust domina-
tion aspects on the Jammu IB.

He also informed the DG 
about the recent threats being 
faced by the Border Security 
Force (BSF) on the Jammu IB, 
ranging from underground tun-
nelling to attempts to smuggle 
narcotics and weapons by 
Pakistan-based elements, the 
spokesperson said.

He said a special emphasis was 
laid on the threat posed by the 
use of drones by Pakistan in abet-
ting smuggling of weapons and 
narcotics into the Indian side.

The spokesperson said the 
DG is visiting the border areas 
to review the security scenario 
on March 20.

Earlier, the BSF chief was 
welcomed by the IG and other 
officers and was More on P6

Rs 800 Crore Loan Case

CBI Books Ex- J&K Bank 
Chairman, 18 Others

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Amid heightened se-
curity arrangements, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Friday reached Jammu on the 
eve of CRPF Raising Day parade 
to be held at Maulana Azad 
Stadium here the first time out-
side Delhi-NCR, its usual venue.

Shah landed at the Jammu 
airport late in the evening and 
was straightway escorted to 
Raj Bhawan, where he chaired 
a high-level meeting to review 
the security situation in the 
union territory, officials said.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh 
shared on his Twitter handle 
a picture of him receiving the 

home minister at the airport.
The officials said Singh, MP 

from Udhampur constitu-
ency here, was accompanied 
by other prominent BJP lead-
ers, including Lok Sabha MP 
Jugal Kishore and the party's 
Jammu and Kashmir presi-
dent Ravinder Raina.

The officials said Singh, 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, top officials of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
officials of the Central Armed 
Police Force (CAPF), intelli-
gence agencies and the civil 
administration took part in 
the security review meeting, 
which assumes significance 

in view of the recent spurt in 
militant activities in Kashmir.

Three Panchayat members 
and two security personnel 
were killed in separate attacks 
by militants in the Valley this 
month, while security forces 
neutralized 11 militants in 
different encounters over the 
past nine days.

Shah is scheduled to address 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) Raising day at M 
A Stadium on Saturday before 
taking stock of the develop-
mental activities at a high-
level meeting in the afternoon, 
the officials said.

They said the home minister 
is also likely to visit More on P6

Social Media Activity

Govt Serves Show 
Cause Notice To 
Its 2 Employees
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on 
Friday issued show cause 
notice to two employees for 
criticising the administration 
on social media.

These two employees 
are working in the UT's 
Education Department and 
one of them is a teacher in 
middle school in Daptyar in 
Anantnag district and the 
other a junior assistant at 
government high school at 
Ring Payeen Machil area of 
Kupwara district.

Director, School 
Education, has issued show 
cause notice to them, stat-
ing that both of them are 
involved in objectionable 
activities on social media 
and that their behaviour 
and conduct is More on P6

Leh Highway 
Likely To 
Reopen Today
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The strategic 434-km 
Srinagar-Leh National highway 
is likely to be opened for vehicu-
lar traffic on Saturday in a record 
time of 74 days after its closure 
for winter months in January, 
a senior official of the Border 
Roads Organisation said.

Director General of BRO Lt 
Gen Rajeev Chaudhary also said 
the ongoing renovation and re-
pair work on Jawahar Tunnel 
along the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway will be com-
pleted this year to provide a 
world class experience to the 
commuters.

The BRO chief was speaking 
to media after reviewing the 
upgradation work and other 
projects being undertaken by 
the construction executive force 
that develops and maintains 
road networks in border areas.

We will make an attempt to 
open Zojila pass More on P6

Meters Soon To Curb 
Water Misuse in J&K

J&K Records Second Highest Unemployment Rate At 46.3 %

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The CBI has 
booked former J&K Bank 
chairman Mushtaq Ahmad 
Shaikh and 18 others for a 
Rs 800 crore loss to the bank 
caused due loans to REI Agro, 
which were issued in viola-
tion of guidelines, without 
tangible security and on fake 
documents, officials said.

In addition to officials of 
the bank, the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) has also 
booked REI Agro chairman 
Sanjay Jhunjhunwala, and vice 
president and managing di-
rector Sandeep Jhunjhunwala, 
they said on Friday.

The case was earlier 
probed by the anti-corrup-
tion branch of Jammu and 
Kashmir and it had found 
during its preliminary 

inquiry that loans worth Rs 
800 crore were sanctioned to 
the group on the basis of fake 
documents between 2011 
and 2013 and in violation of 
guidelines, the officials said.

This caused a loss of Rs 
800 to the bank, they said.

The Mumbai-based Mahim 
branch of the bank had sanc-
tioned Rs 550 crore of loans 
while the Vasant Vihar branch 
in Delhi had sanctioned Rs 139 
crore in their favour against 
the supplier bill discounting 
facility and takeovers.

The company had ap-
proached the bank's Mahim 
and Vasant Vihar branches 
for sanctioning of advances 
for making payment to farm-
ers as per terms and condi-
tions laid down in the loan 
sanction order of the bank.

"The farmers More on P6

HC Directs Govt 
To Set Up Online RTI 
Portal Within 90 Days
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The High Court 
of Jammu Kashmir and 
Ladakh has directed the Union 
Territory administration to es-
tablish an Right to Information 
(RTI) portal within a period 
of 90 days, where 
the residents can 
file RTI applica-
tions and appeals 
online.

The directions 
came on Thursday 
in response to a 
public interest liti- ga-
tion filed by Mohammad Tuyyab 
Malik & Mohammad Khurram 
Qureshi seeking the court’s di-
rection to the government for 

developing an online portal for 
RTI, reports said.

The petitioners, appearing 
in person, submitted before 
the Division Bench of the High 
Court, headed by the Chief 
Justice, that the residents of 
J&K are facing extreme diffi-
culties in filing and following 
up on the applications and 
appeals filed under the Right 

to Information Act, 
2005.

According 
to the pe-
t i t i o n e r s , 

the reports said, the Central 
Government has already de-
veloped the source codes 
required to implement the 
mechanism by More on P6

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Aimed to stop mis-
use of tap water, the Jammu 
and Kashmir government is 
likely to start work on installa-
tion of water meters across the 
Union Territory starting from 
the capital cities of Jammu and 
Srinagar.
The water meter installation 
is a part of the government of 
India’s project which was sup-
posed to be implemented in a 
phased manner years ago.

A senior official said that 
work on installation of water 
meters is expected to begin 
from April this year.

“Srinagar and Jammu cit-
ies will be covered in a first 
phase. The other districts will 
also be covered later,” the of-
ficial said.

Users from all catego-
ries will be covered under 
the project, including the 
residential, commercial, 

industrial areas and institu-
tional establishments.

“We will first complete the 
installation of water meters 
to the commercial establish-
ments then go to other sec-
tors. The installation of water 
meters is to bring an end to 
the imprudent use of drink-
ing water and yield revenue 
to the government as a sig-
nificant portion of the daily 
consumption of water is used 
for non-potable purposes like 
gardening and washing of ve-
hicles.  More on P6

CRPF To Buy US Scanner To Curb Arms Smuggling In J&K
Agencies

NEW DELHI: With the aim of pre-
venting arms shipments in the 
Jammu and Kashmir, the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) is ready 
to import vehicle scanning ma-
chines from the US, officials said.

The Multi-Mode Passive 
Detection System (MMPDS) is an 
advanced version of the non-X-
Ray-based scanning system that 
can monitor all vehicles entering 
the union area.

The MMPDS is a secure, ef-
ficient and reliable automated 
scanning system that quickly 
detects, detects and identifies 
explosives, weapons, drugs, to-
bacco, alcohol, people, other 
smuggled goods, as well as unpro-
tected against heavily protected 

radiological and nuclear threats.
Officials also said it was a 

Muons-based static scanner 
technology for ‘Full body scan-
ning of vehicles’ for hidden (or 
otherwise) smuggled goods, 

all kinds of firearms (including 
unmounted), ammunition, ex-
plosives, components used in 
the manufacture of improvised 
explosive devices. , various tele-
scopic sights, More on P6

At 67.3 Percent, 
More Women 
Jobless Than Men
Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: Despite defying the 
non-governmental reports on 
rising unemployment in J&K, 
on Monday, the Government 
of India's Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme implementa-
tion published its latest Periodic 
Labour Force Survey stating that 
the grueling unemployment fig-
ures among educated youth in 
J&K has reached 46.3 percent, 
second highest in India.

A report titled “Periodic 
Labour Force Survey April-June 
2021” released by the Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation shows that 
urban unemployment rate 
jumped to 12.6 percent in April-
June 2021 from 9.3 percent in 
the previous quarter.

As per the report, a copy 

of which lies with Kashmir 
Observer, J&K’s urban unem-
ployment rate for 15-29 age 
group has reached 46.3 per-
cent from the 44.1 percent in 
the previous quarter. As per 
the data, J&K’s unemployment 

in the educated category is the 
second highest unemployment 
rate after Kerala where the per-
centage stood at 47 percent.

The urban unemployment rate 
in J&K for persons aged 15 and 
above was 17.6 percent in April-
June 2021, same as the January-
march quarter, the Periodic 
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) said.

The report has also noted that 
in J&K, the unemployment in 
the 15-29 age-group was high-
est among women compared to 
men. “The joblessness among 
women in J&K was recorded at 
67.3 percent in April-June 2021 
while the unemployment rate 
for men was noted at 39.1 per-
cent.” The PLFS report said.

Unemployment among the 
youth in J&K has More on P6

THESE LOANS AND ADVANCES WERE 
sanctioned and disbursed by the officials of the 
J&K Bank branch in Mahim, Mumbai, and Vasant 

Vihar, New Delhi, in connivance with and under patronage 
of then chairman, J&K Bank, Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh 
under single conspiracy spread over several years...."

Home Minister Amit Shah handing over appointment order to the kin of a slain policeman in Jammu on Friday.
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I Shadab Ahmad Sheikh S/O Mohammad Sidiq Sheikh R/O 
Ellahi Bagh Buchpora District  Srinagar have applied for en-
listment as “DEE” Class Contractor . Objections , if any in this 
regard, must reach in the office of the superintendent engineer 
PWD ( R&B) circle srinagar within seven days after which ob-
jections will not be entertained. 

inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost my DOB certificate somehwere. Now I am applying 
for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any objection 
in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of 
the  ISLAMIC HANFIA HIGHER SECONDARY INSTT ANANTNAG 
within a period  of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 
NAME: FATIMA JAN
D/O IRSHAD AHMAD MOCHI	 rna
MOTHERS NAME ۔ RAFIA AKHTER
R/O CHAHLAN KULGAM 		  DOB 15/10/2016

Tooth Decay: The 'Healthy' Foods That Can Make 
Teeth 'More Susceptible To Decay Over Time'
Harriet Whitehead | Express

The NHS explains brushing your 
teeth twice a day with fluoride 
toothpaste and having regular 
check-ups with a dentist can help 
to keep your teeth healthy. None-
theless, there are some foods 
which can damage your teeth. 
Indeed, the health body explains: 
“Diet, smoking and drinking alco-
hol also have an effect on dental 
health.”
Dr Khaled Kasem, Chief Ortho-
dontist at orthodontics chain Im-
press says citrus can damage your 
teeth.
He said: “Oranges, lemons, limes, 
and grapefruit are all tasty as both 
fruits and juices and are known 
for being packed with Vitamin C.
“Just make sure to keep an eye on 
the amount you’re consuming, 
however, as they are very acidic 
and can erode enamel, making 
your teeth more susceptible to 
decay over time.”
Other foods can also have nega-
tive impacts. Indeed, it is well 
known that limiting the amount 
of sugar you eat and drink is im-
portant to prevent tooth decay.
The NHS warns a lot of the sug-
ars we eat and drink are in food 
and drinks such as fizzy drinks, 
fruit juice, jams, marmalades, and 
dried fruit.
The health body says: “Sugars oc-

cur naturally in foods such as fruit 
and milk, but we don't need to cut 
down on these types of sugars.”
But it warms that when fruit is 
juiced or blended, as in smooth-
ies, the sugars are released from 
the structure of the fruit.
“Once released, these sugars can 
damage your teeth, so it's best to 
drink fruit juice or smoothies at 
mealtimes,” it says.
Further to this, there are foods 

which can stain teeth. The NHS 
says wine, cigarette smoke, tea 
and coffee are all teeth-staining 
culprits. Keep them to a mini-
mum to stop your teeth becoming 
stained.
It says: “Your dentist or hygienist 
can give your teeth a professional 
clean, which may help reduce the 
staining.”
The American Dental Association 
(ADA) says: “Your mouth, teeth, 

and gums are more than just 
tools for eating. They’re essential 
for chewing and swallowing—the 
first steps in the digestion pro-
cess.
"Your mouth is your body’s initial 
point of contact with the nutri-
ents you consume. So what you 
put in your mouth impacts not 
only your general health but also 
that of your teeth and gums. In 
fact, if your nutrition is poor, the 

first signs often show up in your 
mouth.”
The ADA says for dental health, 
it’s recommended that people 
limit eating and drinking be-
tween meals.
The organisation says: “Of course, 
sometimes eating between meals 
must happen.
"Unfortunately, most people 
choose foods like sweets and 
chips for snacks; foods that harm 
teeth by promoting tooth decay.
“If you do snack, make it a nutri-
tious choice—such as cheese, yo-
ghurt, fruits, vegetables or nuts—
for your overall health and the 
health of your teeth.”
Fortunately, there are also foods 
that can help with your dental 
health.
Dr Khaled Kasem said: “Blueber-
ries have very low sugar content 
and are known for their antioxi-
dant properties, which helps to 
prevent our gums from suffering 
from diseases such as gingivitis or 
periodontitis.”
He added: “A firm favourite for 
snacking, chocolate actually helps 
to fight tooth decay because its 
grain contains strong antibacte-
rial agents.
“That doesn’t mean you should 
eat chocolate in excess, though, 
but a small amount is enough to 
keep the decay at bay.”

Great Barrier Reef Suffers Widespread Coral Bleaching
Associated Press

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is 
suffering widespread and severe 
coral bleaching due to high ocean 
temperatures two years after 

a mass bleaching event, a government 
agency said on Friday.
The report by the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Authority, which manages the 
world’s largest coral reef ecosystem, 
comes three days before a United Nations 
delegation is due to assess whether the 
reef’s World Heritage listing should be 
downgraded due to the ravages of climate 
change.
“Weather patterns over the next few 
weeks will be critical in determining 
the overall extent and severity of coral 
bleaching across the Marine Park,” the 
authority said.
“Bleaching has been detected across the 
Marine Park — it is widespread but vari-
able, across multiple regions, ranging in 
impact from minor to severe,” the author-
ity added.
The reef has suffered significantly from 
coral bleaching caused by unusually 
warm ocean temperatures in 2016, 2017 

and 2020. The previous bleaching dam-
aged two-thirds of the coral.
The environmental group Greenpeace 
said the severe and widespread coral 
bleaching suffered during a La Niña 
weather pattern that is associated with 
cooler Pacific Ocean temperatures was 
evidence of the Australian government’s 
failure to protect the coral from the im-
pacts of climate change.
“This is a sure sign that climate change 
caused by burning coal, oil and gas is 
threatening the very existence of our 
reef,” Greenpeace Australia Pacific Cli-
mate Impacts Campaigner Martin Zavan 
said in a statement.
In July last year, Australia garnered 
enough international support to defer an 
attempt by UNESCO, the United Nations’ 
cultural organization, to downgrade 
the reef’s World Heritage status to “in 
danger“ because of damage caused by 
climate change.
But the question will be back on the 
World Heritage Committee’s agenda at its 
next annual meeting in June.
A UN delegation will inspect the reef’s 
health next week.

This is a sure sign that climate change caused by burning 
coal, oil and gas is threatening the very existence of our reef
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Peace Road Carries 
Hopes Of Millions
Sheikh Mushtaq

KAMANPOST - The automatic rifles have given way to 
spades and shovels, heavy artillery to earth movers 
and soldiers to construction workers. Troops in divided 
Kashmir are working frantically to convert what was 

a mine-infested dirt track on one of the world's most heavily 
militarized frontiers into a peace road connecting the Indian 
and Pakistani sectors by bus.

The hopes of millions of Kashmiris are riding on the suc-
cess of the project, one of the most tangible signs of a fledgling 
peace after decades of enmity.

Agreement to launch the bus service has stoked huge 
anticipation on both sides, with people separated from their 
families for decades lining up in their hundreds for travel 
permits to make 105-mile journey.

"I am really very excited," said Ghulam Mohammad Lolabi, 
83, flashing a victory sign in Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistani 
Kashmir, after grabbing an application form for the permit.

"Many of my relatives' living there (in Indian Kashmir) 
have died," he said. "But I hope I can see those who are alive."

Construction of the road began after nuclear-armed 
India and Pakistan agreed in February to launch an historic 
bus service between -the two Kashmirs, divided by a half-
century-old military cease-fire line. The service 'it is hoped, 
will bolster the peace process between the South Asian rivals, 
whose competing claims over Kashmir have led to two of their 
three wars since independence in 1947. They went to the brink 
of another war in 2002.

The 15-yeir insurgency in which tens of thousands of 
people have died in Kashmir has also held back peace efforts. 
India accuses Pakistan of aiding the Guerrillas but Islamabad 
says the insurgency is an indigenous movement 

RECONNECTING THE PAST
This month, Indian and Pakistani soldiers removed all land 

mines on the track, which was last used by a bus in 1948, ahead 
of the launch of the bus service on April 7.

"The entire road has been demined. It is now safe for jour-
ney," Lieutenant-General Hari Prasad, who heads the Indian 
army's northern command, said at Kaman Post, the last border 
post on the Indian side.

"We look at it as a very good step toward normalization of 
relations between India and Pakistan." he said. This is going to be 
the biggest confidence-building measure so far. Buses will man 
between Muzaffarabad and Srinagar restoring a service cut after 
the first war over Kashmir in 1947-48. A heavily mined 460-mile 
cease-fire line has I divided the scenic region ever since.

The bus service is the latest in a series of gestures between 
the neighbors to build trust since they embarked on a fresh 
peace drive in 2003. A cease-fire has largely held since that year.

This week, visiting journalists saw hundreds of Indian 
m Pakistani workers laying stones and rebuilding the last 
stretches of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road.

The cease-fire line at Kaman Post is marked by a small 
stream surrounded by towering mountains. A wooden bridge 
over the stream was blown up during the 1947-48 war and the re-
maining four piers are a symbol of the regions lustal of division 
-- two piers belong to India and two to Pakistan

Laborers of the two countries were strengthening the 
lira pillar on their respective sides ahead of building a new 
bridge. As workers raced to finish the job. Indian and Pakistani 
soldiers stood relaxed around the area, a far cry | from the daily 
artillery and gunfire exchanges prior to the cease-fire.

"Everything will be ready before March 31, even before 
that." Sardar Mohammad Rahim. a senior government official 
in Muzaffarabad  told Reuters. 

(Kashmir Observer, 19 March, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 15

ZUHR	 12:40

ASR	 4:59

Magrib	 6:45
ISHA	 8: 05

•	 1984 -  STS 41-C vehicle moves to launch pad
•	 1991  - Gorbachev says the Soviet Union will cut its oil exports by 

nearly half
•	 2002 -  U.S. invasion of Afghanistan: Operation Anaconda ends 

(started on March 2) after killing 500 Taliban and al Qaeda fight-
ers with 11 allied troop fatalities

•	 IraqInvasion of Iraq
•	 2003 - Airstrikes by an American and British-led coalition signal 

the beginning of the invasion of Iraq, without United Nations sup-
port and in defiance of world opinion

•	 2012 Wendy's overtakes Burger King to become the second best-
selling hamburger chain

•	 2013  - 27 people are killed and 14 are injured in a bus crash in Ma-
harashtra, India

•	 2013  - 16 people are killed by mudslides in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
•	 2013  - NASA's Mars rover Curiosity discovers further evidence of 

water-bearing minerals
•	 2014 - Russia captures the Ukrainian naval base in Sevastopol
•	 2014 -  Israel sends airforce against Syrian military units involved 

in an attack yesterday on an Israeli patrol in the Golan Heights
•	

HIJRI 
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NOTICE 
It is hereby notified for information of all concerned who have 
applied for the post of Assistant Director Physical Education, 
advertised vide Notice No. 06 of 2021 dated: 10-09-2021, that 
the Preliminary Screening Report is available on the University 
website www.iust.ac.in. 
Deficient documents and objections, if any, in this regard shall 
have to be submitted by the respective candidates in the 
office of Registrar, IUST upto 01-04-2022 along with 
documentary proof. Thereafter, no claim whatsoever shall be 
entertained, and the University shall not be held responsible 
for any lapse on the part of the candidate (s) which may affect 
his / her eligibility for the post. 
Further, in terms of the advertisement notice and in 
accordance with the UGC Regulations 2018, all eligible 
candidates would be required to undertake the physical 
fitness test as per the prescribed norms. It is therefore 
informed that all eligible candidates shall also submit by 01-
04-2022 the medical certificate certifying that he/she is 
medically fit to undertake the test. The test date shall be 
notified separately. 
No. IUST/Reg/Adm/E/22/62                                                   Sd/- 
Dated: 18-03-2022                                                            Registrar  DIPK-NB-7841/21

Children light candles on the graves of their departed relatives on 
the occasion of Shab-e-Barat at a graveyard in Srinagar  / KO Photo Abid Bhat

MD JKPCC Inspects 
Ongoing Works In Srinagar 

Observer News Service

S
rinagar: Managing Direc-
tor JKPCC, R.K. Shavanon 
Friday visited many proj-
ect sites in Srinagar and 

inspected the progress and quality 
of works.

The MD reviewed the overall 
progress of the works undertaken. 
He also identified bottlenecks and 
passed instructions for redressal 
on the spot.

During the field tour, the MD 
inspected 9 projects which include 
construction of Modern Abattoir at 
AllochiBagh, Srinagar. The work 
on this project is being executed at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 2452.00 lacs. 
The foundation work for Slaughter 
Hall of Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration is in progress.

The MD directed the General 
Manager and concerned Project 
Manager to accelerate the pace of 
work and tenders for the mechani-

cal component should be finalized 
immediately.

The construction of Commer-
cial Taxes Office Complex at So-
linais being done at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 3578.87 lacs. The old 
structure has been dismantled and 
the work on piling is in progress. 

The MD directed that the work be 
accelerated.

He also visited the construc-
tion site of additional works of Psy-
chiatric Hospital at Badamwari, 
Srinagar. It was given out that the 
work is being executed at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 417.00 lacs.

3 Day Workshop On 
Communication Skills 
Concludes At GCoE
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: The three days of work on ‘Commu-
nication Skills for Pupil Teachers’ organised 
by the Department of Languages, Government 
College of Education, M.A Road Srinagar con-

cluded on Friday.
The workshop was inaugurated by the Principal 

of the college, Prof. Ruhi Jan Kanth on 16th March.
The workshop began with the welcome speech 

by the Head of the department Prof. RubeenaJabeen. 
The workshop was conducted by the resource person, 
Prof. GurmeetKour, former faculty of the college and 
a British council trainer. 25 students from the college 
participated in the workshop.

110 Students From 
NIT Srinagar Qualify 
GATE Exam
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: A topper among 110 students of Na-
tional Institute Technology Srinagar have 
qualified GATE exam 2022 (Graduate Apti-
tude Test for Engineering) of which results 

were declared on Thursday.
MohitPatidar, a B.Tech student from the Metal-

lurgical and Materials Engineering (MME) Depart-
ment has secured all India first rank (AIR-1) in GATE 
2022 and has brought laurels to the entire NIT Sri-
nagar family. Ayush Kumar Mall from Information 
Technology (IT) Department secured AIR-94 whereas 
Maasil Ahmad Wani from Electronics and Communi-
cations Engineering (ECE) secured AIR-255.

Aman Kumar Meena from Chemical Engineering 
(CE) department obtained AIR-147 and Vishal Balla-
vadiya from Mechanical Engineering (ME) Depart-
ment got AIR-191.

Mohammad Sahil Hussain, Ashutosh Kumar Ya-
dav, and Himanshu Singh Singholiya from MME de-
partment had also secured AIR-74, AIR-102, and AIR-
174 respectively.

The qualified students comprise 28 students of Civ-
il Engineering, 21 in Electrical Engineering, 16 from 
the Electronics and Communications Department.

14 in Mechanical Engineering, 10 of Chemical Engi-
neering Department, 8 from Information Technology, 7 
from Metallurgical and Materials Engineering Depart-
ment, and two students from Computer Science and 
Engineering Departments have qualified the GATE 
exams.  Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. (Dr). Rakesh Sehgal 
extended warm greetings to the qualifiers and congratu-
lated them for qualifying prestigious GATE exam.

“The faculty in NIT is working for the students. 
They will not leave any stone unturned for the overall 
development of students. It is a proud movement for 
the NIT Srinagar and we will continue this dedication 
in future also,” he said.

Prof. Sehgal urged students to make the best pos-
sible use of available resources. He also appreciated the 
tireless effort of faculty members including Dr. Obbu 
Chandrasekhar, Head, Department of Training and 
Placements for organized GATE-2022 coaching classes.

“Despite COVID-19 challenges, NIT Srinagar did 
not allow students to suffer academics. We taught stu-
dents online as well as offline classes,” he said.

Registrar NIT Srinagar, Prof. Kaiser Bukhari 
also extended warm greetings to GATE qualifiers and 
urged them to work hard to achieve success.

CRPF Men Celebrate 
Holi In Srinagar
Agencies

S
rinagar: The Central Reserve police Force 
(CRPF) personnel celebrated Holi festival Fri-
day in Srinagar.

CRPF men were seen smearing colours on 
each other and dancing with drums and dholkas.

Commandment 117 Battalion CRPF Manoj Ku-
mar said: “Holi festival is one of the biggest festival 
celebrated in India. Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and Chris-
tians whether they are from poor family or rich back-
ground all should come under one platform and hug 
each other without having any grudges , this is what 
we learn from the festival of Holi.”

Mayoor Kumar, a CRPF man said: “This is festi-
val of colours and we should celebrate it with brother-
hood between Hindu, Muslims and keep this brother-
hood forever. (KNO)
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“This year we have jumped straight to Summer” 
@rjnasir 

“All choices, freedoms seem to be reserved for the 
‘ecosystem’ “ 

@shammybaweja 

“I’ll be honest, some of you are Islamophobes but 
you’re Islamophobe with a good vocabulary so 
nobody calls you out” 

@akhmxt 

Twitter Talks

Schools For 
Scandal
T

he unfortunate tendency of being captivated by gloss 
and losing sight of the dross, howsoever glaring the 
latter might be, has engendered a crippling sense of 
self-satisfaction that threatens to choke the very blood-

streams of social progress in Kashmir. Indeed, the signs have 
been more than evident for a long time in the most critical sec-
tor of school education. If, on the surface, the results of high 
school examinations expose the absolute incompetence of the 
massive government apparatus engaged in imparting primary 
and secondary education, a closer look reveals a much more 
disturbing scenario – even the students cleared by the state-
run system barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy. 
The classes that have been, and are, ruling Kashmir, both in 
the bureaucratic and the political spheres, cloak their abysmal 
performance on this front in the achievements of a handful of 
private schools, totally ignoring the colossal waste of public 
funds in running a vast network of under-performing institu-
tions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on paper, on 
the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school houses 
spread all over rural Kashmir that are chronically starved of 
staff and proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, 
particularly at the primary level, are a routine feature from 
rural Kashmir, while institutes in the city appear to bursting 
at the seams with unneeded staff, making a mockery of the de-
partment of education which has grown bloated and unwieldy 
down the years. Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet 
discretion of their often lone teachers, and instances of just 
one or two tutors handling multiple classes and hundreds of 
students are common. The standards of such schools and the 
education they impart can well be imagined. The large-scale 
recruitments the government makes for teachers posts make 
such a situation incomprehensible, unless of course it is done 
pure on political considerations with absolutely no thought to 
the quality and the suitability of the manpower engaged for a 
highly sensitive and critical enterprise. By an ironic twist of 
circumstance, the teaching profession has been turned into the 
very last resort of the capable and the destination of choice for 
those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the screen-
ing process for entry into this vital sector - on which the entire 
social edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it has 
been turned into a hit- and-trail exercise with the barest mini-
mum regard to the talent, skill and temperament required of a 
teacher. Societal trends guided by the political elite have shorn 
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it 
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from, 
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-
orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and 
enlightening tender young minds has become a lack-luster and 
uninspiring activity devoid of a sorely-needed missionary spir-
it, mainly because successive leaderships (if they deserve that 
name) have been too occupied with other, more lucrative, con-
cerns to bother about what is the corner-stone of the well-being 
of a people. This has had a direct bearing on the condition of 
our schools and their performance.       

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run 
school system, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibil-
ity by dumping the educational sector into the private lap. This 
is seen in the lavish support to fashionable and prohibitively 
expensive private schools and the mushrooming of lesser copy-
cats who are making a financial killing in the absence of a de-
pendable and affordable public structure. It is nothing short 
of a scandal that parents should avoid sending their wards to 
government schools on account of the latter’s dismal record, 
and prefer seedy and crowded private options no matter how 
mercenary they are.

The authorities are preying on the vulnerabilities of the 
public by letting the situation drift in the hope that with time the 
growing, engineered preference for private schools would phase 
the government system out of existence. This is a classic case 
of the government abdicating its basic responsibility towards 
a society comprised largely of low-income, rural and agrarian 
classes for whom state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.  

Any government worth the name would take immediate re-
medial steps to improve the standing and image of government 
schools by engaging trained and motivated manpower, and al-
locating generous funds to equip them with the wherewithal 
to deliver quality education. Strict, uncompromising monitor-
ing of schools coupled with adequate deployment of manpower 
even in remote areas is essential to raise the standard of teach-
ing and restore public confidence in the system. 

The article is an editorial from KO Archives and 
was originally published on 12 June 2010

IN MY OPINION 

Shallowing Mystical 
Heritage Through 
Oriental Views 

Shoaib Mohammad

I 
was once asked by a friend of mine if 
I had read the famous novel ’40 Rules 
of Love’ by Elif Shafak. I replied in the 
negative. He praised the work for its 

‘beautiful portrayal of Sufism’ and insisted 
that I read it too. I did read it eventually, 
after the circulation of its praises felt over-
whelming, only to feel utterly betrayed. 
This sense of betrayal is not something I be-
lieve was exclusive but in fact, is the same 
for anyone who is familiar with the subject 
in its authenticity. The only thing that errs 
us though is that we don’t want to seek au-
thenticity anymore.

Our land Kashmir is often hallmarked 
as ‘peer’i waer’ or ‘resh waer’ –‘the valley 
of saints’, for the history of its close and 
interwoven relation with mysticism. Even 
before the advent of Islam, it had the influ-
ence of Trika Shaivism which shared its 
resemblance with Islamic mysticism in its 
monistic philosophy. We can trace its his-
tory from Lal Ded, the most remembered 
Shaivite mystic of 14th century, to Syed Mi-
rak Shah Kashani, a revered 20th century 
Sufi saint. This history doesn’t only entail a 
mere abundance of mystics, or of their liter-
ary contribution to our language but most 
notably, it entails their interwoven relation 
with the people and how that relation has 
shaped our ethos and culture. Mystics have 
been at the locus of religio-ethical sphere 
of our society. Their position in history 
is seen as that of personages of harmony, 

mutual-understanding and love among the 
people of diverse faiths. One of the reasons 
of Islam’s flourishing in Kashmir was be-
cause of the emphasised perpetuation of its 
spiritual dimension –tasawwuf by the early 
Sufis that came to Kashmir in the 14th cen-
tury, the earliest of them being Syed Sharf-
ud-din Abdul Rahman Shah or, as common-
ly known, Bulbul Shah. He is credited as 
the earliest missionary of Islam to Kashmir 
who invited and converted the then ruling 
king Rinchen Shah to Islam.

This spiritual fecundity and with that 
the knowledge, canons of art and litera-
ture that followed is what we are home to. 
The literature produced by poets and mys-
tics alike is nothing short of remarkable. 
Lal Ded’s ‘vaakh’ that impart esoteric 
truths and advices, Noor-ud-din Noorani’s 
‘shru’ik’ which address and advise people 
collectively, Rasool Mir’s unparalleled 
eloquence in romantic poetry or Wahab 
Khaar’s profound expounding on Sufi 
thought; all of these are examples of a rich 
and bounteous canon of literature produced 
over the centuries, inspired by tasawwuf, 
the reality which connects us with the cen-
tral Asian and other Muslim regions.

Instead of being conscious of such re-
alities, we give in to the orientalist tropes 
that are perpetuated by popular authors 
time and time again. We have forfeited our 
literature, and the wisdom that it would 
entail now only remains in the memories 
of the past. The thirst of spiritual readings 
now is being quenched by readings of ori-
entalist works. The fact that a novel like 
‘40 Rules of Love’ is highly encouraged and 
entertained among our young generation 
speaks of our orientalised mentality. We 
are so distant and detached from our own 
history, culture and identity that we can’t 

discern what Shafak has produced in the 
novel, which is nothing short of a watered-
down version of Islam and Sufism to match 
the appetite of western readership. Two of 
the most respected figures in the history of 
Sufism, Mawlana Rumi and Shams Tabriz 
are reduced down to mere agents of ‘love’ 
in a ‘feel good’ manner while they’re de-
contextualised from their religious founda-
tions. Any taste for Islam is strongly negat-
ed and we, as deficient as we are, play along 
the whole narrative like mindless minions. 
The cover of the book every now and then 
circulates in a Dal lake reel or a Naseem 
Bagh photo-shoot in an attempt to please 
the aesthetic vocations of a severely atten-
tion deficient society. While Shafak does 
claim no expertise on the subject of Sufism, 
we still subliminally sketch a skewed image 
of the subject in the process of reading her. 
Therefore, the main problem lies not with 
the author but with the readership, espe-
cially the readership which shares some 
identity with the subject.

Shafak is only one of such authors that 
are among the perpetrators of the ‘New Age 
spiritualism’ –the secular attempt of replac-
ing the spiritual aspect of religion without 
having to deal with the religion itself. Al-
though this wave has seen momentum in 
the West, it’s unfortunate that its fringes are 
caving in the eastern world as well. Cole-
man Barks, an American Poet revered for 
his ‘translations’ of Rumi’s Masnavi has 
helped in making Rumi the ‘best-selling poet 
of America’.[1] Although the contribution is 
commendable, he is often severely criticized 
for the misrepresentation of Rumi’s ideas. 
Regarding these new age ‘translations’ Omid 
Safi, a professor of Asian and Middle East-
ern Studies at Duke University states that he 
views it as a type of ‘spiritual colonialism’, 
an ongoing process of erasing, and occupy-
ing a spiritual landscape lived by Muslims 
from Bosnia to South Asia.[2] Not so sur-
prisingly, Barks who wrote for the Ameri-
can readership, has found his works being 
read and championed in the Muslim world 
too. This includes Kashmir as well. Just like 
‘12 Rules of Love’, Barks’ translations have 
found a good wave of readership among the 
young generation here. The idea of ‘Hoor’, 
which originally had much deeper and di-
verse meanings in religious context will now 
exclusively mean ‘a perfect satisfaction of all 
our sexual wanting’.[3] The reality of Sufism 
is now being moulded away from its bedrock 
foundation, i.e. Islam into the ‘new age spiri-
tualism’ and clearly, even we Kashmiris, the 
inhabitants of ‘resh waer’ are aiding in the 
process.

The spiritual and the religious has lost 
meaning for us. What now remains of them 
is their aesthetic symbolism. We have re-
duced our places of spiritual meaning and 
healing, khanqas, dargas, to mere props in 
the frames of our social media posts. The 
devotion, longing and emotions of devotees 
mean to us only as much as it would to cre-
ate a ‘beautiful’, ‘woke’ and ‘meaningful’ 
frame on the internet. Their essential sig-
nificance now remains in the memories 
of our ancestors and we are deliberately 
replacing the essential with the aesthetic, 
denying ourselves the spiritual legacy we 
rightfully inherit. If anything, we like our 
spiritual ethos only for its ‘love and kind-
ness’ while we ignore its emphasis on self-
purity, submission and devotion to religion 
–just like the New Age spiritualists.

The reasons for this untoward leaning 
of ours can be much explored and debated. 
However few things remain clear: that we 
are the active agents in the erasure of our 
Mystical Heritage and that we have adopted 
for ourselves, either knowingly or unknow-
ingly, the outsider’s gaze upon our much 
nurtured reality.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

The author can be reached 
at shuaeb13@gmail.com

Playing to the 
Gallery 
M Miftah

T
ODAY’S is an age of images and Kashmir has been 
participating in the culture of quick-clicks as well. 
The valley has controversially been a favourite of 
foreign frames. This trend has now found new par-

ticipants from among Visual and brand story telling of Kash-
mir by Kashmiris

Coming from Downtown Srinagar, sacred spaces like 
Dargahs, Khanqahs, Imambaras, local temples, gurdwaras 
and Astaans serve as not just places of worship for us an ac-
tive space in the public sphere where one engages with our 
environs and  circumstances in terms of social, political, re-
ligious and the cultural. Primarily, these are intimate spaces 
for healing in the context of our fractured past and turbulent 
present. When these sacred healing places are invaded in 
the name of art, storytelling by woke and socially conscious 
‘Kashmir-centric brands and picturisation of a ‘Happy Val-
ley’ fallacy, we display a systemic conscious callousness 
towards our own indigenous spaces that hold reverence for 
large sections of our brethren. We ‘other’ our own familiar 
spaces by approaching them with the lens of strange, far-
away and unfamiliar.

Are we becoming perpetrators of the outsider gaze? The 
imagination of ‘Kashmir’ and sacred spaces, being deliber-
ately chosen, placed and framed by the photographer and 
brands  in a manner that divorces them from their histori-
cal,  religious, social and cultural context creates her rather 
than savour and respect her.

Recently, a whirlwind of politics, hate and criticism re-
volved around the recent photoshoot of a model in the court-
yard of Gurudwara Sahib Kartarpur, Pakistan. It is relevant 
as it raises a very relevant question of sensitivity, sacred-
ness and the ‘gaze’. Are we being too judgemental? What is 
so problematic? It’s just a photograph? Isn’t it a positive con-
notation, spreading awareness, increasing visitation?

Just a small sample of the flood of questions being raised 
and coming to our mind, isn’t it ! The primary concern re-
mains exoticisation and the ‘way we view or engage’ with 
a space. Reducing a highly sacred space for the believers to 
an aesthetic prop for the brand‘ storytelling’ and content for 
social media feeds, is problematic. It is just the legacy of the 
Orientalist Gaze, we are propounding and manifesting in 
our local spaces, without the desire to  engage and create a 
mutual dialogue of interest.

Similarly, re-visualising a couple relaxing against the 
juxtaposition of a revered graveyard, doing campaign shots 
in the inner sanctum of the women’s section of Khankah 
Maula, using persons from socially underprivileged sections 
as backdrop for a ‘bright heavily embellished traditional 

outfit’ and staging shots of veiled women in public spaces, is 
reimagining spaces and people without an ounce of respect 
and ignorance of the stake in the community they are photo-
graphing. Doesn’t this amount to violation of intimate spac-
es and undermining the dignity of the believers and subjects 
as we caricature them to suit our commercial and artistic 
interests?

Retellings and reimaginings of the same accounts, sto-
ries and circumstances under a more glossy, glittery and 
fashionable name sells rather than the authentic, true and 
blatant accounts which remain hidden away in the attics of 
the booksellers.

An image of the ‘East’ and Kashmir in particular has 
long existed in the Western and South Asian imagination 
through literature,art, cinema and photographs. A reinforce-
ment of the existing stereotypes through visual storytelling, 
literature and business interests, is a representation of the 
values and ideals of the narrator, indicative of an inherent 
bias and detachment in their work.The socio-cultural iden-
tity and background of the narrator, whether consciously 
or subconsciously, inevitably helps shape his or her telling 
of the story and which parts they will blot out from ‘public 
memory’ forever.

Sharbat Bibi, who has recently been granted asylum in 
Italy is yet another case in point. How does Steve McCurry’s 
photograph of Sharbat Gula, the ‘Afghan Girl’ in 1984 come 
across as problematic and oppressive? She is forced to unveil 
her face in front of a stranger, the photographer, so that he 
can capture the haunting image of her to be splashed across 
the world stage for close to five decades, under a different 
story, one that suits McCurry’s interest, rather than her 
own of fear and discomfort to being exposed to a stranger. He 
continued to earn millions from the photograph till recently 
when he was pressured to share some portion of the proceeds 
with Sharbat Bibi. In an age, where our local talented visual 
storytellers are openly using the template of Steve McCurry 
as inspiration, are we headed to an idea of an exotic, unreal-
istic, phantom known as Kashmir.

It is time we question our idea of aesthetic perfection 
over the realities of the places we  represent in our work. In 
a world of increasingly interwoven networks, myriad audi-
ences and increased public exposure, we must attest to our 
responsibilities as a brand, a photographer, a content cre-
ator, a filmmaker or a storyteller.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 
 The author is a flaneur based in Kashmir

Instead of being con-
scious of such realities, we 

give in to the orientalist tropes 
that are perpetuated by popular 
authors time and time again. We 
have forfeited our literature, and 
the wisdom that it would entail 
now only remains in the memo-
ries of the past. The thirst of 
spiritual readings now is being 
quenched by readings of orien-
talist works 

ADVENTURES IN ARCHIVES
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Though one may 
disagree with his 

interpretations 
of certain (core or 

contemporary) 
concepts, but 

one cannot stop 
appreciating his 

understanding and 
interpreting, in 21st 

century, the themes 
and concepts like 

time, history, ethics, 
modesty, knowledge, 

reason, science and 
technology, nature 

and environment, 
etc. In sum, Reading 
the Qur’an is a work 

to be read, re-read 
and worthy to reflect 

by every common 
Muslim, especially 

youngsters, and by 
those who have little 

or no knowledge of 
Arabic

Thematic Studies on the Qur’an:
10 Significant Books (Part Two)

Thematic Studies on Qur’an is a significant and recurring theme in the literature on the Qur’an and things Qur’anic

Laylat al-Bara'ah: Night of Salvation
Shabaan is the 8th month of the Islamic calendar and the month in which the holy night of Shab-e-Baraat is celebrated.

Tauseef Ahmad Parray

IN CONTINUATION WITH THE PRE-
VIOUS COLUMN (dated 13th March 
2022), below is presented an assess-

ment of five (5) more important books 
on the ‘thematic’ study and interpre-
tation of the Qur’an. These books are: 
Farid Esack’s The Qur'an: A Beginner’s 
Guide (2005/2007); Ziauddin Sardar’s 
Reading the Qur’an (2011/ 2015); Mas-
simo Campanini’s The Qur’an: The 
Basics (2007/ 2016); Abdel Haleem’s 
Exploring the Qur’an: Context and Im-
pact (2017); and the present author’s 
Towards Understanding Some Qura’nic 
Terms, Concepts, and Themes (2017)/ 
Exploring the Qur’an: Concepts and 
Themes (2019).

FARID ESACK’S THE QUR'AN: A BEGIN-
NER’S GUIDE (2005/ 2007):

Farid Esack, a South African aca-
demic, has an international reputation 
as a Muslim scholar, speaker, and hu-
man rights activist. A prolific author, 
he has authored Qur'an, Liberation and 
Pluralism; On Being a Muslim; and The 
Qur'an: A Beginner's Guide. Drawing on 
both classical and contemporary sourc-
es, Esack outlines some key themes and 
explains the historical and cultural con-
text of this unique work whilst examin-
ing its content, language and style, and 
the variety of approaches, including 
fundamentalist, feminist, and modern-
ist, that have been used to interpret it. 
For him, the Qur’an has spoken to Mus-
lims for over one thousand years; it is 
seen as law-maker, moral code, and the 
word of God. Other areas covered in this 
significant book include: the Qur’an as 
evocative oral experience; understand-
ing and interpreting the Qur’an; the 
major themes of the Qur’an, including 
such issues as truth, justice and gender 
relations. A look on its contents gives 
a clear glimpse of what it covers:  In-
troduction; The Qur’an in the Lives of 
Muslims; The Word Enters the World; 
The Qur’an as Written Word; Gathering 
the Qur’an; The Prophet and the Begot-
ten-not-Created Qur’an; Understand-
ing and Interpreting the Qur’an; Belief 
in the Qur’an; and Righteous Conduct 
in the Qur’an. Besides the book is, as 
Esack claims, “a first attempt to present 
various views and trends in Qur’anic 

scholarship in a critical manner with-
out forcing a particular position” (p. 10).

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT AND SUB-
STANTIAL ADDITION TO THIS GENRE 
IS ZIAUDDIN SARDAR’S READING THE 
QUR’AN—THE CONTEMPORARY REL-
EVANCE OF THE SACRED TEXT (2011/ 
2015) WHICH INCLUDES A THEMATIC 
INTERPRETATION/ COMMENTARY ON 
FIRST TWO SURAHS OF THE QUR’AN, 
MAJOR THEMES AND CONCEPTS OF 
THE QUR’AN AS WELL AS CONTEM-
PORARY ISSUES IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
SACRED TEXT.

By looking at ‘the Qur’an as a whole, 
an integrated text’, the major themes 
and key concepts, explored by Sardar, 
range from Prophets and Revelation, 
time and history, truth and plurality, 
humanity and diversity, individual and 
community, to reason and knowledge, 
crime and punishment, rights and du-
ties, nature and environment, ethics 
and morality, and reading and writing. 
Similarly, he also brings forth some of 
the ‘pressing issues of our time’, which 
range from ‘the Shari’ah (Islamic Law) 
to suicide bombing, politics and democ-
racy, sex and homosexuality, science 
and evolution, to freedom of expression 
and the veil’, etc. By reading any part, 
section and topic of Sardar’s work, one 
can get an idea of what Sardar believes; 
and how he interprets the Qur’an and 
things Quranic in this second decade 
of third millennium. Though one may 
disagree with his interpretations of cer-
tain (core or contemporary) concepts, 
but one cannot stop appreciating his 
understanding and interpreting, in 21st 
century, the themes and concepts like 
time, history, ethics, modesty, knowl-
edge, reason, science and technology, 
nature and environment, etc. In sum, 
Reading the Qur’an is a work to be read, 
re-read and worthy to reflect by every 
common Muslim, especially young-
sters, and by those who have little or no 
knowledge of Arabic.

MASSIMO CAMPANINI’S THE QUR'AN: 
THE BASICS (2007; 2ND EDITION, 
2016)

Originally published in Italian—is a 
concise and accessible introduction 
to the Qur’an. It includes an essential 
updated reference guide, including a 

chronology of the revelation, links to 
internet resources, and suggestions for 
further reading. Exploring the recep-
tion of the Qur’an through history, its 
key teachings, and its place in contem-
porary thought and belief, the main 
contents of this book are: Islam and 
the Qur’an; Structure and composition; 
God, humanity and faith; The Qur’an 
and the Qur’anic sciences; and Contem-
porary approaches to the Qur’an. The 
major themes and issues highlighted 
are the Qur’an as the word of God; its re-
ception and communication by Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh); the structure and 
language of the text; conceptions of 
God, the holy law, and jihad; and Islam-
ic commentaries on Qur’anic teachings 
through the ages. Mustafa Shah (Uni-
versity of London, UK) has described it 
in these words: “With an emphasis on 
clarity and concision, Campanini has 
produced an accessibly informative in-
troduction to the Qur’an”; while as Dr 
Orhan Elmaz (University of St Andrews) 
has praised it in high terms and has de-
scribed it as “a good basic introduction 
to Qur’an”, full of “brevity”, and is “very 
impressive”, and is thus “most suitable 
for introductory courses on Islam or the 
Qur’an” and equally helpful for the gen-
eral readers.

ABDEL HALEM’S EXPLORING THE 
QUR’AN: CONTEXT AND IMPACT 
(2017) IS ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT 
WORK IN THIS GENRE, WHICH IS 
AN EXTENSION OF HIS PREVIOUS 
SCHOLARSHIP.

In this book, he ‘challenges misinter-
pretations of particular Qur’anic verses 
from whatever quarter’, and ‘challenges 
the image of the qur’an put forward by 
many Western and Muslim authors’. It 
explores what is conveyed by the ‘Ara-
bic text of the Qur’an itself, rather than 
[the diverse] view[s] expressed in im-
perfect tafsirs [tafaseer] or translations, 
or polemical readings of the text’. Di-
vided into three major parts, Teachings 
(chapters 1-4), Style(chapters 5-10), 
and Impact (chapters 11-13), it spe-
cifically addresses these issues/ topics: 
The ‘Sword Verse’ Myth; Qur’anic Jizya: 
Tax Defaulters; Qur’anic Jihad; Qur’anic 
[view of] Paradise (in part-I); Legal 
Style: Qur’anic Shari’a—Avoiding the 
Application of the Ultimate Penalties; 

Euphemistic Style: Sexual Etiquettes; 
Narrative Style: Repeating Stories—
Noah [AS]; Coherent Style: How to Read 
the Sura; Evidential Style: Divine Oaths 
in the Qur’an; Rhetorical Style: Arabic 
of the Qur’an (in Part-II); and The Arabic 
Qur’an in the Muslim World; English 
Translations of the Qur’an: The Mak-
ing of an Image; and Translations of the 
Qur’an and Interfaith Relations. These 
chapters are preceded by an Introduc-
tion and followed by Conclusion. The 
work is praised, in high terms, by schol-
ars like Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Asma 
Afrasuddin who are of these opinions, 
respectively: This work is ‘a major addi-
tion’ to the Qura’nic Studies literature, 
which ‘reflects mastery of the material 
as well as deep faith in the sacred na-
ture of the Qur’an itself’; and ‘a learned 
yet accessible work born of deep erudi-
tion and familiarity … underlying spirit 
of Islamic thought and tradition. [It 
provides] careful and insightful engage-
ment with some of the most important 
Qur’anic verses that are being deliber-
ately misconstrued today’.

THE PRESENT AUTHOR HAS ALSO 
ATTEMPTED TO MAKE A HUMBLE 
CONTRIBUTION IN THIS GENRE/ 
AREA OF SCHOLARSHIP BY PUBLISH-
ING TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING 
SOME QUR’ANIC TERMS, CONCEPTS, 
AND THEMES (PUBLISHED BY QIR-
TAS PUBLISHERS, FROM KARACHI, 
2017) WITH A REVISED EDITION AS 
EXPLORING THE QUR’AN: CONCEPTS 
AND THEMES (BY KITAB MAHAL, LAL 
BAZAR, SRINAGAR IN 2019).

It is a collection of twenty-two (22) 
topics/ essays which reflects on vari-
ous key terms, basic concepts, vital and 
vibrant themes of Qur’an and things 
Qur’anic, and some (much-debated and 
constantly-contested) contemporary 
issues. With a Foreword by Professor 
Abdur Raheem Kidwai (a renowned ac-
ademician and a specialist in the field of 
Qur’anic studies, from Aligarh Muslim 
University, India), the work is divided 
into two sections, viz: ‘Key Terms and 
Basic Concepts’ and ‘Vital Themes and 
Some Contemporary Issues’. The topics 
covered in the first section are: Concept 
of Human Life (Hayat al-Dunya and 
Aakhirah), Worship (‘Ibadah), Sincer-
ity (Ikhlas), Piety (Taqwa), Virtuousness 

(Salih), Love (Hubb), Excellence (Ihsan), 
Intellect (‘Aql), Thinking (Tafakkur), 
Knowledge (‘Ilm), and Time and Dy-
namics of Change (in the light of Surah 
al-Asr, Q. 103).

In the second section, themes and 
issues dealing with different aspects 
of human life—ranging from ethico-
religious, socio-political, to historical 
and contemporary aspects—discussed 
in the light of Qura’nic perspective, are: 
human nature and psyche, ethics and 
morality, modesty and indecency (Haya 
and Fahisha), social ethics, individual-
society relationship, concept of history, 
rise and fall of nations, moral corruption 
and its Qura’nic solution, (and among 
the contemporary issues discussed are) 
Ijtihad (as a dynamic tool for reforma-
tion), Shura-Democracy nexus, and Re-
ligious Pluralism. To put it briefly here, 
the contents and subject-matter of this 
book touches some of the significant 
concepts and themes, topics and is-
sues; those aspects, themes, and issues 
which have either been overlooked, or 
are newly emerged (and thus fiercely 
debated), or have been misunderstood 
(and misread) due to the diverse inter-
pretations, altered evaluations, and var-
ied versions: examples include Salih, 
Hubb, Ihsan, ‘Aql, Tafakkur, Haya, Ijti-
had, Shura, and Pluralism. The book is 
written in a concise, succinct, lucid and 
persuasive manner. Blending the schol-
arship of past and present (produced 
by Muslims and non-Muslims), and re-
flecting on the major themes and issues 
of diverse nature, this book is a valuable 
addition in the field of Qur’anic Studies 
in general and in the thematic studies 
of the Qur’an in particular.

From this assessment, it becomes ev-
ident that the “Thematic Studies of the 
Qur’an” is a significant and recurring 
theme in the literature on the Qur’an—
the Timeless “Guidance Unto Mankind” 
(Q. 2: 185), “explained on the basis of 
true knowledge” (Q. 7: 52)—and things 
Qur’anic which has indeed seen a surge 
in the 21st century.

The author is Assistant Professor, 

Islamic Studies, at GDC Sogam, 

Kupwara (J&K). Email: tauseef.

parray21@gmail.com
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Mid-Sha'ban is the 15th day of the 
eighth month (shaaban) of the Islamic 
lunar calendar. The preceding night is 

known as Laylatul Bara'ah or Laylatun Nisfe 
min Shaban in the Arab world, and as Shab-e-
barat  in Afghanistan,   Pakistan, Iran and In-
dia. These names are translated to the night of 
records, the night of assignment and the night 
of deliverance, and the observance involves a 
festive nightlong vigil with prayers. In some 
regions, this is also a night when one's de-
ceased ancestors are commemorated.

In South Asia, Muslims make sweets to 
be given to the neighbours and the poor on 
the evening prior to the 15th of Sha'ban. This 
custom of distributing sweets is also prac-
ticed in Bosnia on the 15th night of Sha'ban, 
as well as on three other days of Laylatul 
Qadr, Laylatul Mi'raj and Laylatul Raghaib.

According to the Hadith, 15th night of 
Shabaan is special as the night attains its 
name of Laylat al-Barakah, meaning the 
Night of Salvation, Seeking Freedom from 
torture and calamity, is that in this night the 
Barkaah and acceptance of repentance may 
be accomplished.

All the deeds that are against Shari'ah 
must be totally avoided so that our Dua and 
Istighfaar, hopefully, will be accepted. Mus-
lims should check themselves and Imam Ah-
mad Riza has given a beautiful advise in this 
regard. Imam said: �Verily the auspicious 
night of Shab-e-Bara'a is drawing near when 
the deeds of the slave will be presented to the 
Almighty Allah. I humbly supplicate in the 
Darbar-e-Aqdas of the Almighty Allah that 
through the Wasila-e-Uzma of Sayyiduna 
Rasoolullah (pbuh) He forgives the sins and 
transgressions of all Muslims. Aameen.

On this occasion, it should be the duty of 
all Muslims to forgive one another and to 
make sure that whatever debts owed to one 
another is settled. The importance of Huqooq 
al-Ibaad cannot be over-emphasised as this is 
among the pre-requisites for proper Ibaadat. I 
pray that all Muslims humbly remember this 
night and try as much as possible to perform 
Ibaadat and other pious deeds so that their 
Record of Deeds be presented in all dignity.

"Finally, I pray that the Almighty Allah 
assists you and I and the Muslim Ummah 
wherever you may be. Muslims should be 
aware of sincerity and honesty in all their 
deeds. May Almighty Allah forgive all of us. 
Aameen." - Ahmad Riza Qaderi

COUNTLESS MERCIES
Sayyiduna Rasoolullah (pbuh) has stated: 

"Verily! Almighty Allah directs His Special 
Grace on the world on this Night. He for-
gives my Ummah more than the number of 
wool that is found on the sheep of the Bani 
Kalb." We should remember that in those 
days the Bani Kalb possessed the most num-
ber of sheep that any other tribe.
THE VISITORS OF THIS NIGHT

It is narrated that the departed souls (Ar-
waah) of the Muslims visit the houses of 
their friends and relatives on this night and 
proclaim: "O people of the house! You stay 
in our houses and enjoy the wealth that we 
have left behind. You use our children and 
take work from them, please perform our Es-
aale Sawaab. Verily our deeds have become 
complete, while your record of deeds is still 
spread."
VISIT TO THE CEMETERY

Hadrat Ayesha Siddiqa (RA) reports: "One 
night, which was the 15th of Shabaan, I did 
not find the Beloved Prophet (pbuh) in the 
house so I went in search of him. After a long 
search, I found him in Baqiah (the cemetery 
of Madinah) offering Du'a for the deceased 
and praying for their forgiveness". (Baihaqi)

A special point must be made to visit the 
cemetery during this night and pray for the 
deceased buried therein, as the Most Beloved 
Prophet (pbuh) is been reported as having 
visited the cemetery on this night and spend-
ing a long time therein, lamenting, reading 
and praying for the deceased.

DO NOT BE AMONGST DEPRIVED OF 
MERCY

Sayyiduna Rasoolullah said: "Almighty Al-
lah forgives all Muslims on this night, besides 
the fortune tellers, the magicians, the alcohol-
ics, those who disrespect their parents and 
those who take part and encourage adultery".

In another narration, the following people 
have also been mentioned:
1.	 One who deals in usury (Riba),
2.	 One who wears his trousers below his 

ankle with pride and arrogance (In 
Arabia, people displayed their wealth 
and boasted in this manner),

3.	 One who creates disunity among two 
Muslims,

4.	 The person who unjustly takes away 
the right and property of another Mus-
lim and has not yet rectified himself.

All these persons are not shown Mercy on 
this auspicious Night.

A HUMBLE APPEAL TO SEEK PARDON 
AND ASK ALLAH'S FORGIVENESS

Dear Muslim brothers, the Bountiful Allah 
in His Infinite Mercy has provided us with 
such an auspicious night so that we may take 
advantage of it and repent for our sins, and 
thus obtain His Grace and Favour. It is for us 
to take full advantage of it. During this night, 
offer special prayers and repent sincerely for 
our past sins and ask for His forgiveness.

Also on this night the Doors of Mercy and 
Forgiveness are opened wide, and those who 
sincerely grieve over and repent for their past 
sins and seek forgiveness from Allah are par-
doned and forgiven by the Grace of Allah the 
Merciful.

Hadrat Shaykh Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (RA) 
has mentioned in his famous "Gunyat-ut Ta-
libeen" that the month of Shaban according 
to some narrations is related to Rasoolullah 
(pbuh). So, it is our duty, as the Ummah of 
Rasoolullah  to love and respect this month 
more than any other month (besides Rama-
zan). We should also offer abundantly saluta-
tions upon the Most Beloved Prophet (Salla 
Allahu ta'ala alayhi wa Sallam).

While we are praying and asking for our-
selves and family, we should also remember 
in our Du'as the Muslim Ummah facing ca-

lamities in many parts of the world, that may 
Allah  grant them the strength and Istiqaamat 
(steadfastness) in Deen.

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANCE
Day Of Imam Mahdi
Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Mahdi  

(ca. July 29, 869 (15 Shaaban 255 AH) - 
874) is believed by Shia Muslims to be the 
Mahdi an ultimate savior of humankind and 
the final Imam. Shia of Jafari school believe 
that al-Mahdi was born on 15th of Shab'an in 
869 and did not die (like Prophets Jesus and 
Khizr) but rather went into occultation in 941 
and will later emerge with Jesus Christ in or-
der to fulfill their mission of bringing peace 
and justice to the world.

SUNNI VIEW
The Sunnis view Imam Mahdi as the suc-

cessor of Prophet Mohammad. The Mahdi is 
expected to arrive to rule the world and to 
reestablish righteousness. The appearance of 
the Prophet was also proposed unto the Mah-
di. An enormously influential tradition attrib-
uted to AbduAllah ibni Masud has Moham-
mad predict the coming of a Mahdi coined in 
his own image: "His name will be my name, 
and his father's name my father's name."

Prophet (pbuh) said:
The world will not come to an end until 

the Arabs are ruled by a man from my family 
whose name is the same as mine and whose 
father's name is the same as my father's. Su-
nan Abu Dawud,

Said Umul Momineen Umm Salama: 
I heard the Messenger of Allah say: "The 
Mahdi is of my lineage and family [...]". Su-
nan Abu Dawud, 11/373; Sunan Ibn Maajah, 
2/1368.

A typical modernist in his views on the 
Mahdi, Abul Ala Maududi (1903-1979), the 
Pakistani Islamic revivalist, stated that the 
Mahdi will be a modern Islamic reformer/
statesman, who will unite the Ummah and 
revolutionise the world according to the ide-
ology of Islam, but will never claim to be the 
Mahdi, instead receiving posthumous recog-
nition as such.

-Syed Maududi, Tajdeed-o-Ahyaa-e-
Deen, Islamic Publications Limited, Lahore, 
Pakistan, Chapter: Imam Mehdi

Abu Dawud also reported a hadith about 
the Mahdi that Prophet said:

The Mahdi will be of my stock, and will 
have a broad forehead, a prominent nose and 
a mark on his right cheek. He will fill the 
earth with equity and justice as it was filled 

with oppression and tyranny, and he will rule 
for seven years.

At-Tirmidhi reported that Prophet said:
The face of the Mahdi shall shine upon the 

surface of the Moon.

SHIA VIEW
In Shia Islam "the Mahdi symbol has de-

veloped into a powerful and central religious 
idea."  Twelver Shia Muslims believe that the 
Mahdi is Muhammad al-Mahdi, the Twelfth 
Imam, who was born in 869 and was hid-
den by God at the age of five (874). He is 
still alive (like Jesus & Khizr) but has been 
in occultation, "awaiting the time that God 
has decreed for his return," When it comes 
he promised that no one who wanted happi-
ness would be denied and no one who had 
believed will be left behind.

Shia traditions state that the Mahdi be "a 
young man of medium stature with a hand-
some face" and black hair and beard. "He 
will not come in an odd year [...] will appear 
in Makkah between the corner of the Kaaba 
and the station of Abraham and people will 
witness him there.

The Twelfth Imam will return as the Mah-
di with "a company of his chosen ones," and 
his enemies will be led by the one-eyed An-
tichrist and the Sufyani. The two armies will 
fight "one final apocalyptic battle" where the 
Mahdi and his forces will prevail over evil. 
After the Mahdi has ruled Earth for a number 
of years, Isa will return.

PROPHET MUHAMMAD (SAW) SAID:
The Mahdi is the protector of the knowl-

edge, the heir to the knowledge of all the 
prophets, and is aware of all things.

Ja'far al-Sadiq, the Sixth Imam, made the 
following prophecies:

Abu Bashir says: When I asked Imam 
Ja'far al-Sadiq, "O son of the Messenger of 
God! Who is the Mahdi (qa'im) of your clan 
(ahl al-bayt)?", he replied: "The Mahdi will 
conquer the world; at that time the world will 
be illuminated by the light of God, and ev-
erywere in which those other than God are 
worshipped will become places where God 
is worshiped; and even if the polytheists do 
not wish it, the only faith on that day will be 
the religion of God.-- Bihar al-Anwar

Imam Jafar ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq said: 
" ... During that time (the period of the oc-
cultation), await the advent (of the Imam) 
every morning and evening ... " Usul al-Kafi, 
Volume 1, Page 323
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Soldier Booked 
For Attempt To 
Rape; Fir Against 4 
Officers For Trying 
To Protect Him
Press Trust Of India

JODHPUR: An Army man has been 
booked on charges of attempting to 
rape a colleague's wife while four of-
ficers have been named in the FIR for 
allegedly trying to threaten the couple 
and hush up the matter.

The victim also alleged that the 
Army police, which was sent to them 
by the officers, instead of taking action 
against the accused, harassed them 
and forced them to give a wrong state-
ment in order to protect him.

Two days after the alleged inci-
dent, the victim and her soldier hus-
band lodged a complaint against the 
accused and four officers two of the 
rank of Colonel and two Majors at the 
Ratanada police station here.

The Army said it has initiated an 
internal inquiry by military authori-
ties and also assured cooperation and 
assistance to Ratanada police in a fair 
investigation.

The victim, in her complaint, stated 
that she lived in the cantonment area 
with her husband, who serves in the 
Army as a soldier.

On March 14 evening, a subedar 
came to her house when she was tak-
ing a bath and tried to molest her. 
When she raised the alarm, her hus-
band, who was around, came to her 
rescue. Both of them tried to catch the 
subedar, but he managed to flee, sta-
tion house officer Bharat Rawat said, 
citing the victim's complaint.

According to Rawat, the complaint 
further stated that the couple imme-
diately informed the seniors in the 
Army, who not only discouraged them 
against raising the issue but also forced 
them to keep mum. The victim also al-
leged that the officers tried their best 
to keep her and her husband confined 
to their house so that did not venture 
out seeking action against the accused.

Also, the victim complained that the 
five people should be held responsible if 
anything untoward happened to them.

Defence spokesperson Lt. Col. Amitabh 
Sharma said, The Indian Army has taken 
cognizance of a case in which the wife 
of a serving soldier staying in Jodhpur 
Military Station has filed an FIR making 
serious allegations against another serv-
ing soldier and other personnel.

Azad Meets Sonia, Says No 
Question On Leadership; Pitches 
For 'United' Fight In Upcoming Polls
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: G-23 leader Ghulam Nabi 
Azad met Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi on Friday, after which he said 
leadership change is not an issue as the 
Congress Working Committee unani-
mously decided that she should continue 
as party chief till internal polls.

After meeting Gandhi at her 10, 
Janpath residence here, Azad told re-
porters that he gave her suggestions to 
strengthen the party and held a discus-
sion on how to take on rivals "unitedly" 
in the forthcoming assembly polls.

The meeting comes days after the 
Group of 23 pitched for an "inclusive and 
collective leadership" in the Congress.

Kapil Sibal, another G-23 leader, had 
said recently that the Gandhis should 
step aside and pave the way for someone 
else to take over the reins of the party.

Asked about Sibal's call for the lead-
ership change, Azad said, "There is no 
question of leadership (change). When 
Mrs Gandhi had offered (to quit) at the 
CWC, then all of us asked her to con-
tinue. There will be a discussion on 
that when the elections take place in 
the party."

Party workers will decide at that time 
who will be the president, Azad said, 
adding, "The post of the party president 
is not vacant today.

In the working committee, when she 
had offered to quit, "all of us, be it from 
any group or thinking, said Mrs Gandhi 
you continue, we have no problems, but 
there are some suggestions we had given 
to strengthen the organisation," Azad said.

"Nobody has said Mrs Gandhi should 
just quit, let me tell you very clearly that 
we had decided in the working commit-
tee," he told reporters.

His remarks assume significance and 
indicate a softening of stance of the G-23.

Azad said he had a very good meeting 
with the party president and the discus-
sion centred on how to prepare and fight 
unitedly the forthcoming assembly polls to 
take on rival parties--national or regional.

Playing down the meeting, he told re-
porters that it "may be news for you but 
we keep meeting the Congress president 
at various intervals".

"Mrs Gandhi keeps having discussions 
with leaders to strengthen the organisa-
tion. A few days ago, the working commit-
tee had met and suggestions were asked 
as to how to strengthen the Congress 
party and what were the reasons for the 
defeat (in five assembly polls). I had also 
given my suggestions," he said.

However, it is not possible to record and 
remember all suggestions, he added. T

he members of the G-23 have held a 
flurry of meetings over measures to re-
vamp the party.

After the Group of 23 pitched for an 
"inclusive and collective leadership" in 
the Congress, Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 
one of its members, had met Rahul 
Gandhi on Thursday and the two leaders 
were learnt to have discussed a revamp 
of the party organisation, a key demand 
of the dissenters.

The meetings held by Rahul with 
Hooda and Sonia with Azad are seen as 
an attempt by the Gandhi family to reach 
out to the G-23, which had shown signs 
of increasing aggression on the leader-
ship issue after Congress' abject loss in 
the assembly elections in five states.

Earlier on Friday, Azad also met veter-
an Congress leader Karan Singh and said 
he greeted him on Holi.

Rahul Gandhi, a former Congress presi-
dent, had called Hooda for a discussion 
on the political situation in Haryana. 
However, the discussion spilled over to 

the party's abysmal performance in the 
elections.

Sonia Gandhi had earlier reached out 
to Azad on Wednesday ahead of the G-23 
dinner meeting at his residence.

The leaders of the grouping have 
since held a series of meetings at Azad's 
residence.

The party leadership wants to resolve 
the differences with the G-23 and is 
reaching out to its leaders. It is learnt to 
have deputed some senior leaders for par-
leys with the dissenting group to resolve 
the differences, according to sources.

Amid calls by a section of Gandhi fam-
ily loyalists for action against Kapil Sibal, 
who had said the Gandhis should step 
aside, Hooda is learnt to have conveyed 
to Rahul Gandhi that such a step will be 
unacceptable as the dissident leader had 
only spoken about strengthening the 
Congress.

The G-23 has been persistently seek-
ing a restructuring of the organisation 
since it first wrote to Sonia Gandhi in 
2020 about it after a string of electoral 
losses.

The grouping had, in a statement on 
Wednesday, said, "The only way forward 
for the Congress was to adopt a model of 
inclusive and collective leadership and 
decision-making at all levels."

The group insisted they want to 
strengthen the Congress and "not to un-
dermine it in any way".

Centre Asks States To Restart 
Monitoring ILI, SARI Cases Amid 
Covid Surge In Southeast Asia

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: Citing the resur-
gence of coronavirus cases in 
southeast Asia and parts of 
Europe, the Centre has asked 
the states to restart monitor-
ing influenza-like illness and 
severe acute respiratory infec-
tions so that no early warning 
signals are missed and Covid 
is controlled.

Testing for influenza-like 
illness (ILI) and severe acute 
respiratory infections (SARI) 
cases has been the pillars of 
Covid management for the 
government.

However, the testings were 
stopped recently as India has 
been recording a steady de-
cline in COVID-19 cases.

As part of intensified sur-
veillance, patients being hos-
pitalised with ILI and SARI will 
again be tested for COVID-19 
and positive samples will be 
sent for genome sequencing.

In a letter, Union Health 
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan has 
asked all states and Union 
Territories to ensure an ad-
equate number of samples 
are submitted to the INSACOG 
network for timely detection 
of new Covid variants.

He also stressed on main-
taining testing according to 
protocols, observing all pre-
cautions and not letting the 
guard down while resuming 
economic and social activities.

"Effective surveillance 
by monitoring of emerging 
clusters of new cases, if any, 

testing as per norms and mon-
itoring of ILI and SARI cases 
shall be taken up on a contin-
ued basis to ensure no early 
warning signals are missed 
and spread of infection can be 
controlled," Bhushan said in 
the letter.

He further said the state 
machinery should create re-
quired awareness and en-
sure adherence to Covid-
appropriate behaviour and 
practise effective hand and 
respiratory hygiene.

With a spike in COVID-19 
cases across Southeast Asia 
and some countries of Europe, 
a high-level meeting was 
chaired by Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya on 
March 16 where the states 
were advised to focus on ag-
gressive genome sequencing, 
intensified surveillance and 
overall vigil on the Covid situa-
tion, Bhushan said in the letter.

He also emphasised con-
tinued focus on the five-fold 
strategy of test, track, treat 
and vaccination and adher-
ence to Covid-appropriate 
behaviour.

"All the states and Union 
Territories must observe all 
precautions and not let the 
guard down while resuming 
economic and social activi-
ties," Bhushan stated.

"It is also vital that states 
may ensure all eligible people 
are motivated to get vacci-
nated against COVID-19 as per 
the recent expansion of vacci-
nation drive," he added.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

HM Reviews

Kathua to meet CRPF personnel at 
Mahanpur, where a high security prison 
is being built, before returning to Delhi in 
the evening.

This is Shah’s second visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in the past five months. 
The home minister had toured the 
union territory in October last year, 
his first after the Centre revoked the 
erstwhile state’s special status and bi-
furcated it into two union territories -- 
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh --on 
August 5, 2019.

BSF Chief
also given an impressive guard of 

honour.
The DG extended his greeting to the 

troops and their families on the occa-
sion of Holi.

CBI Books Ex- J&K
were supposed to provide paddy to 

the company, in turn the company had 
to sell the produce (paddy) and the re-
mittance thereof had to be deposited 
in the bank as instalments against ad-
vances received by the company,” the 
FIR in the case

The bank authorities and the com-
pany knew that the loan amount had 
to be disbursed among farmers for pro-
duction of paddy.

But this was brazenly violated by the 
company in connivance by the bank 
authorities who allowed disbursement 
of loan through joint liabilities groups 
(JLGs), though the company had al-
ready received paddy and was not en-
titled to disburse the loan under such 
circumstances.

“As per probe conducted during PE, 
the JLG’s were in fact non-existing en-
tities whose credentials and anteced-
ents had never been verified by the 
bank. The objective was to facilitate the 
company to divert the loan amount for 
its own benefit, the FIR said.

“The bank also violated NABARD 
guidelines in which members of JLG’s 
(which is a group of farmers) should 
be from the same area/village but 
this aspect was deliberately and with 
malafide intentions ignored by the 
bank’s officers,” the FIR alleged.

The preliminary enquiry findings of 
the anti-corruption bureau state that 
It was surprising that there was no 
tangible security taken by the bank in 
these cases.

“These loans and advances were 
sanctioned and disbursed by the offi-
cials of the J&K Bank branch in Mahim, 
Mumbai, and Vasant Vihar, New Delhi, 
in connivance with and under pa-
tronage of then chairman, J&K Bank, 
Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh under single 
conspiracy spread over several years...,” 
the FIR said.

The FIR said it was done in a planned 
and pre-designed manner by misuse 
and abuse of their authority as pub-
lic servants of the bank, just to serve 
the interest of the promoters of the 
company -- Sanjay Jhunjhunwala and 
Sandeep Jhunjhunwala.

Govt Serves Show
in violation of Jammu and Kashmir 

Government Employees (Conduct) 
Rules of 1971, as envisaged under Rule 
18 (i).

The two have been asked to explain 
their position within ten days or face 
action under the rules.

Meters Soon
The proposal for installation of wa-

ter meters was framed years ago but 
was kept on hold as the previous elect-
ed government’s feared backlash in the 
elections,” the official said.

However, the official said that instal-
lation of water meters was not to put 
any burden on consumers.

“After installation of water meters, 
there will be 24x7 tap water to all con-
sumers. Besides, it will also stop mis-
use of water as many people use tap 
water for gardening and also washing 
their vehicles resulting in many areas 
facing shortage of tap water. The water 
shortage problem can only be resolved 
if people are willing to change their at-
titude towards water consumption,” he 
said.

Many states and cities in India have 
already installed metering of domestic 
as well as commercial water connec-
tions including Chandigarh, Mumbai, 
and Delhi. The residents in these ar-
eas have opted for smart water meters 
linked to phones that provide updates 
on consumption data and the bill. 
(KINS)

Leh Highway
(Srinagar-Leh National Highway) 

tomorrow (Saturday). We were able 
to keep Zojila pass, which attracts 
heavy snowfall during winter, open till 
January 4 this year which is a record, 
Lt Gen Chaudhary told reporters at 
Jawahar Tunnel near Banihal after re-
viewing the ongoing repair and reno-
vation work.

He said the highway used to close 
by November-end, but the efforts of 
the Beacon force unit in Kashmir and 
Vijayak force unit in Ladakh in 2020 
saw the highway remaining open till 
December 31 before it was closed. The 
highway was opened on April 21 last 
year.

This time we are making further 
efforts to bring down that 110-day 
period so that the vital road connect-
ing Srinagar and Leh is made traffic-
able to ensure smooth transportation 

of goods, including medical and other 
supplies, to Ladakh, Lt Gen Chaudhary 
said.

He said the purpose of his visit was 
to oversee the repair and maintenance 
work on Jawahar Tunnel besides taking 
stock of roads and other infrastructure.

The renovation and upgradation 
work on the twin tubes of Jawahar 
Tunnel on the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway was taken up early 
last year after it was bypassed by the 
opening of 8.5 km Navyug tunnel, con-
necting Banihal town in Ramban dis-
trict with Qazigund in south Kashmir’s 
Anantnag.

This project will be completed this 
year. This is the oldest tunnel, which 
was taken over by BRO in 1963. The 
upgradation of the tunnel with state-
of-the-art ventilation, fire-fighting 
and intelligent traffic control systems 
is progressing smoothly, the Director 
General of the BRO said.

Lt Gen Chaudhary, who was earlier 
briefed by the officers on the progress 
of work on the tunnel, said the traffic 
which cannot be allowed through the 
newly constructed Navyug tunnel will 
go through this tunnel. These include 
oil tankers carrying fuel to the Valley.

Jawahar Tunnel, having two tubes 
with a length of 2.85 kms each, was 
constructed in 1955-60 by a German 
company. Last time, the tunnel was 
renovated in 1997.

About Rs 80 crore was being spent 
on modernisation of the two tubes as 
the government is planning to develop 
the area as a tourist destination.

Beig Construction Company (BCC) is 
undertaking the renovation and upgra-
dation work which include improving 
electromagnetic design, lining pave-
ments, road surface work and its safety 
features like unmanned-monitoring, 
state-of-the- art fire fighting system, 
ventilation system, including lighting, 
intelligent traffic control system and 
various other allied works.

HC Directs Govt
the states and is ready to provide 

the necessary technical support for the 
same.

Reports said that the petitioners 
highlighted before the court that one 
of the important provision i.e. section 
7(1) of the RTI Act which states that 
“information sought for concerns the 
life or liberty of a person, the same 
shall be provided within 48 hours of 
the receipt of the request” is not effec-
tive under the existing system and it 
severely affects the life and liberty of 
citizens.

“The petitioners further highlighted 
that the applicant is forced to incur ex-
tra costs/ fee for printing/ stationery/ 
transit to and from the post offices 

etc. This, in comparison to the oppor-
tunity cost of submitting the requests 
for information and the follow-up pro-
cesses thereof, all at minimal costs if 
done online through RTI-MIS, which 
would encourage the applicants to 
seek information by saving their time 
and money. The implementation of 
the same would be in line with the 
spirit of the transparency laws in gen-
eral, the RTI Act in particular, as well as 
the Constitutional mandate,” reports 
added.

It is to be noted that the online RTI 
portal will enable the residents to file 
RTI applications without going through 
the physical process of posting the ap-
plications physically or having to visit 
the offices to get the desired informa-
tion. This will facilitate the speedy dis-
pensation of the information sought by 
the applicants.

CRPF To Buy US
night vision devices, radio equip-

ment, counterfeit currency, precious 
metals etc.

“Currently, after correspondence, 
presentations and technical discussions 
with M / S SSBI Ltd and OEM, the dates 
for demonstration of MMPDS system at 
OEM’s R & D facility and on – site instal-
lation at US were sought and awaited by 
the firm,” CRPF Director-General Kuldiep 
Singh said.

He also said that many other manu-
facturers of vehicle scanning systems 
made submissions to Force officials, but 
they did not meet the requirements.

“Once the initial presentation has 
been made before us, a team of CRPF 
officials will visit the manufacturer in 
the US to evaluate the actual perfor-
mance of the system.”

Muons-based technology can help 
detect hazardous nuclear material 
and look into damaged nuclear power 
plants.

Scientists use muons for archaeo-
logical purposes to peek inside large, 
dense objects such as the Pyramids in 
Egypt.

It is pertinent to note that weapons 
are transported in the Kashmir Valley 
in large vehicles, especially in trucks 
transporting goods to the trade union 
area from other parts of the valley or 
from the International Border with 
Pakistan.

There have been cases where in 
the goods-laden trucks were used to 
transport even militants from one 
place to another in the valley, officials 
said.

Once these vehicle scanners are in-
stalled in Jammu and Kashmir’s major 
intersections, including highways, it 
will help the security forces to look at 
what is being brought into the trucks 
and other vehicles.

A senior CRPF official said this tech-
nology was better than that installed 
at the Petrapol integrated checkpoint 
at the India-Bangladesh International 
Border in West Bengal.

J&K Records Second
multiplied after Covid outbreak, ac-

cording to the PLFS data from 2019. The 
unemployment rate among the youth 
aged between 15-29 years was 33.8 
percent relatively lower than what it 
was recorded in the Quarter 1 of 2022.

Kerala was in the top spot among the 
states in the country when it comes to 
unemployment of youth before Covid 
in the (January-march 2020 Quarter) 
with 40.5 percent while J&K stood at 
37.6 percent. But after Covid, in the 
October-December 2020, Jammu and 
Kashmir topped the table with 43.9 
percent.

The Periodic Labour Force Survey 
has further said that since April 2020, 
for the 15-29 age-group, unemploy-
ment in J&K has increased by more 
than 6 percent till June 2021. In the 
April-June 2020, the Unemployment 
rate was recorded at 39.6 percent, in 
July-September it stood at 41.8 per-
cent, in October-December it went to 
a grueling 43.9 percent, in January-
march 2021 the unemployment rate 
touched 44.1 percent and in the April-
June 2021, the rate increased to a brutal 
46.3 percent.

Pertinently last year, Kashmir 
Observer had reported that the 
National Statistical Office (NSO)’s latest 
report, “Annual Report, Periodic Labour 
Force Survey(PLFS),” for the Quarter 3 
of Financial year 2020-21, had revealed 
that J&K had the highest unemploy-
ment rate followed by Kerala at 16.7 
percent and Jharkhand at 16 percent, 
for all age groups.

Notably, as per the report, the overall 
youth unemployment rate had spiked 
to 34.7% in April-June quarter of 2020 
during the first wave of the pandemic. 
Besides J&K and Kerala, many other 
states have witnessed a marginal slow-
down in the unemployment rate in the 
June quarter of 2021 compared to the 
previous quarter.

The Ministry of Statistics and pro-
gramme implementation has surveyed 
1,390 households in J&K in which 1539 
persons of age 15-29 years were in-
cluded to understand the unemploy-
ment scenario in J&K.

Since the resumption of fieldwork 
in June 2020, for about 94.23% of the 
revisit schedules for the period April-
June, 2021, the PLFS information was 
collected over the telephone. The 
ministry had adopted the telephonic 
mode in order to minimize the physi-
cal interaction with informants so as 
to contain the spread of Covid virus 

and to cope up with pandemic related 
restrictions.

The details of unemployment rate 
came to light in the periodic labour 
force survey (PLFS) conducted by 
National Sample Survey Organization 
(NSSO) during October-December in 
2020. The survey is organized every 
three months to evaluate the unem-
ployment in urban areas.

LG Greets People
the spirit of forgiveness, benevo-

lence, hope and good deeds.
“May the auspicious occasion fur-

ther strengthen the foundation of syn-
cretic culture and promote progress, 
peace and prosperity in J&K and well-
being of all,” Sinha said.

Soldier Dies Of
immediately brought to the army’s 

92 Base hospital here for treatment. 
However, the doctors declared him 
dead.

Sources said that after necessary 
medico-legal formalities, the soldier’s 
body will be shifted to his native vil-
lage for final rites. (KDC)

15 New Corona
from Kashmir division, the officials 

said.
They said Srinagar district recorded 

the highest of four cases.
Twelve of the total 22 districts in the 

union territory did not report any fresh 
cases, they added.

There are 133 active cases in J and 
K, while the number of recovered pa-
tients was 4,48,637, the officials said.

The death toll in the union territory 
due to the pandemic was 4,750, they 
said.

6 ‘Militant Associates’
all residents of Kakapora, Aqib 

Maqbool Bhat of Pampore, Arshid 
Ahmad Mir and Rameez Raja of 
Parigam.

During preliminary investigation, he 
said, it was revealed that these arrest-
ed militant associates were involved 
in providing logistics, shelter, manag-
ing and transferring “terror finance 
and motivating youth to act as hybrid 
terrorists”.

The investigating team, according to 
the spokesperson also learnt that they 
were working for LeT militant com-
mander Reyaz Ahmad Dar alias Khalid 
alias Sheeraz and were in constant 
touch with him besides, on his direc-
tions were instrumental in perpetuat-
ing militancy in the district.

“Accordingly, a case FIR number 
19/20222 under relevant sections 
of law has been registered in Police 
Station Kakapora and investigation has 
been initiated,” he added.

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 
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Toll Post Employees Cut 
Driver’s Ear Cartilage
Police Registers Case, 2 People Arrested
SRINAGAR: Police on Friday ar-
rested two people after a driver 
was allegedly beaten up and his 
ear cartilage was cut by some 
employees at NHAI toll post at 
Banihal in Ramban district.

Deputy Commissioner Ram-
ban assured investigation into 
the matter.

Actually a video of the inci-
dent is in circulation on social 
media groups in which cut on 
ear cartilage of driver, Naza-
kat Ali, son of Mohd Shafi from 
Bhallar Kanthi in Reasi, can be 
seen. Some people, apparently 
fellow drivers, can be heard say-
ing that it's “hooliganism” and 
that the particular driver’s ear 
cartilage was cut using a knife. 
In the video, the injured driver 
can be seen lying down on the 
road and he holds the injured 

ear with some cloth. When 
somebody lifts the cloth mo-
mentarily, the deep cut in ear 
cartilage is clearly visible.

SDM Banihal said that a po-
lice party rushed to the spot and 
after “medical”, necessary legal 
action is being taken.

Deputy Commissioner Ram-
ban, Mussarat Islam, told a local 
news agency GNS two persons 
have been arrested. Sources said 
that arrested two employees in-
clude Rakesh and Sunil.

They are employees of CPPL— 
Choudhary Power Projects 
Private Limited, the company 
which has got the present con-
tractor for toll collection.

 “A case (FIR 51 of 2022) has 
been filed and necessary action 
under law will be taken,” he 
said.

Shopian Admin Cracks Down 
On Spurious Pesticides, 
Fertilizer Dealers

Div Com Visits IDTR, ICC 
Proposed Sites At Budgam

Calls For Paper Work 
Completion In Two 
Weeks’ Time

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: The Divisional Com-
missioner, Kashmir, Pandurang 
K Pole on Friday visited Budgam 
and inspected the proposed 
site for the development of In-
stitute of Driving, Training and 
Research (IDTR) and Inspection 
and Certification Centre (ICC) 
facilities at SIDCO Ompora.

The Div Com was accompanied 
by Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Budgam, Shahbaz Ahmed Mirza, 
CE R&B, MD JKPCC, RTO Kash-
mir and SSP Traffic Rural. ARTO 
Budgam, R&B, Tehsildar Budgam, 
DySP Traffic Budgam and other 
concerned officers were also 
present during the inspection.

On the occasion, the DC and MD 

JKPCC apprised the Div Com about 
the overall project and its facilities 
and land profile of the site.

The Div Com deliberated on 
the importance of facilities and 
called for speedy completion 
of design, approval and prepa-
ration of land papers for early 
start of work on both facilities. 
Followed by works including 
leveling and development of 
tracks be also carried out on war 
footing,

He instructed concerned to 
ensure that number of required 
facilities be established as com-
mon for both IDTR and ICC for 
best cost management during 
the work execution.

The facilities shall include of-
fice building, hostel building, 
workshop, reverse block for 
LMV, H block for HMV, LMV, V 
block, 8 track HMV, LMV, 3 turn 
points, hill track, reverse and 
parallel parking facilities.

Bandipora Admin Inspects 
School Buses For Safety Norms

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: On the directions 
of Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Bandipora, Dr. Owais Ahmad, 
ARTO Bandipora, Bilal Ahmad 
on Friday inspected buses of 
various private schools to check 
safety and other regulatory 
norms.

The inspection was carried 
out as a part of a special drive to 
check all school buses and vans 
to ensure and check the safety, 
regulatory norms, and other 
required documents, especially 
the fitness certificates.

The DC said that the drive has 
been launched to ensure that 
the vehicles that carry the stu-
dents are technically safe and 
adhere to regulatory norms. He 
said it is a matter of safety for 
school kids, and violators shall 
be strictly dealt with under law.

Dr. Owais asked the concerned 
to conduct a special audit of 
buses used by various schools to 
check fixing of grills on the win-
dows, installation of GPS, instal-
lation of fire extinguishers and 
facilitating first-aid boxes with 
necessary medicines and equip-
ment in the vehicles.

Providing Sustainable Livelihood to 
Village Women, DG HK Hails SEEDS

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Scores of women farm-
ers were felicitated at a function on 
Friday with Director General Horti-
culture, Kashmir, Ajaz Ahmad Bhat 
hailing the efforts of members of 
social enterprises “Seed Solutions” 
(SEEDS) for their work.

The event was organised by SEEDS 
at Tumlihal in Pulwama district to 
felicitate its women farmers and DG 
Bhat distributed the training certifi-
cates and awards amongst them.

Bhat interacted with the  mem-
bers of SEEDS and also congratulat-
ed its founder Sanna Masood for the 
work she has done for the economic 
and social upliftment of women of 
the village by providing them sus-
tainable livelihoods through various 
trainings and Resource Centres.

Bhat also visited a hi-tech sustain-
able Strawberry Farm developed as a 
pilot project by Seed Solutions and 
praised Dr. Nayeema Jabeen Chief 
Horticulturist SEEDS for her innova-
tive approach and dedication.

DG expressed full support for the 
work being carried out in the farm 
and said that he is hopeful that 
these type of projects will inspire 
and encourage others as well to earn 
their livelihood from the cultivation 
of strawberry.

Director General also expressed his 
solidarity with women farmers and 
entrepreneurs who are working in the 
state and also highlighted the impor-
tance of collective farming

He said that social, economic 
and educational upliftment of rural 
women is the need of the hour in the 
state.

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: The District Admin-
istration Shopian on Friday 
launched a major crackdown 
against the sale of spurious pes-
ticides/ Fertilizers in the district.

Enforcement team headed by 
the Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Shopian, Mushtaq 
Ahmed Simnani along with SDM, 
Zainapora, Mushtaq Ahmad, Teh-
sildar, Shopian, Chief Horticulture 
Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer, 
District Law Enforcement Officer, 
South and Fertilizer Inspector 
made surprise inspection of retail 
outlets/ warehouses of pesticides 
and seized on spot 750 bags of 
different fertilizers either with-
out Batch Number or without 
sampling.

During the inspection, many 
pesticides/fertilizers sale outlets 
and warehouses were inspected 
and registration documents were 
checked and some samples were 
also lifted for laboratory testing.

The teams instructed the deal-
ers to strictly comply with guide-
lines in vogue.

Regarding the surprise inspec-
tions, the ADC said that every 
single pesticide/fertilizers outlet/
warehouse in the district shall be 
inspected for quality check of pes-

ticides/fertilizers in future also and 
punitive action under law shall 
be initiated against unregistered/
illegally operating units or those 
compromising with quality of the 
pesticides/fertilizers in the district.

He said that the District Ad-
ministration is vigorously work-
ing and pursuing an endeavour 
to ensure that only the genuine 
quality products (insecticides/
pesticides/fertilizers) reaches the 
consumer (farmer).

Simnani said that the Govt. has 
also constituted district wise law 
enforcement teams comprising 
District Law Enforcement Offi-
cer, District Agriculture Officer, 
Law Enforcement Inspector and 
concerned Horticulture Develop-
ment Officer for strict implemen-
tation of Insecticide Act (1968) 
and Rules (1971) thereof. People 
can register their grievances with 
these officers for immediate ac-
tion, he added.

The ADC stressed upon the 
need to eradicate the menace of 
sale of spurious pesticides in the 
district for bumper apple crop. He 
assured the public that criminal 
action shall be initiated against 
such dealers who are involved 
in this racket of selling spurious 
pesticides thereby causing dam-
age to the apple crops.

'Mumkin' Transforming 
Lives In Jammu And Kashmir

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Muzafar Wani, a resi-
dent of Ramsoo village in Jam-
mu and Kashmir's hilly Ram-
ban district, wanted to own a 
commercial vehicle as he could 
barely make ends meet in the 12 
years of his career as a driver for 
other vehicle owners.

Thanks to the Jammu and 
Kashmir government's Mum-
kin' scheme, Wani now owns a 
pickup truck and says he is able 
to provide enough for his family 
and also educate his children.

A customized employment 
generation scheme for those 
aged between 18 and 35, 'Mum-
kin' assists the unemployed in 
procuring small commercial ve-
hicles at a subsidized cost and 
earning a sustainable livelihood.

Sometimes, I would not get 
work for many days. Many 
a time, I decided to stop my 
daughters from going to school. I 
always wanted to educate them 
but financial constraints forced 
me to look the other way, Wani, 
who has four children, including 
two daughters, said recalling his 
days as a driver for different ve-
hicle owners.

Wani says he learnt about 
Mumkin' through a friend last 
October and he then contacted 
the officials of the government's 
Mission Youth.

Riyaz Raqeeb of Khonmoh in 
Srinagar, another beneficiary of 
the scheme, said he learnt to 
drive at a young age as he was 
compelled to lend a helping 
hand to his family of six, includ-

ing his four siblings.
He worked as a driver for pri-

vate companies and other ve-
hicle owners on a daily basis, 
however, he struggled to earn 
enough to look after his family.

I was not earning enough to 
fund the education and other 
needs of my four younger sib-
lings. Though I worked for 12 
to 14 hours a day, I earned little, 
Raqeeb says.

He stumbled upon the gov-
ernment's initiative on social 
media in August last year, and 
he soon found himself at the 
District Employment and Coun-
seling Centre in Srinagar.

I am thankful to the govern-
ment for providing me a source 
of livelihood with a subsidy, 
Raqeeb says.

Under 'Mumkin', small com-
mercial vehicles are being pro-
vided to the beneficiaries, with 
the banking partner extending 
the loan facility up to 100 per 
cent of the vehicle's on-road 
price.

Mission Youth, Jammu and 
Kashmir, provides Rs 80,000 or 
10 per cent of the vehicle's on-
road price, whichever is lesser, 
as an upfront subsidy and the 
vehicle manufacturers, whom 
the government has partnered 
with, provides an upfront spe-
cial discount, not less than the 
subsidy amount.

Officials said a module has 
been developed on the JK State 
e-Services Application to run 
the scheme digitally and ensure 
transparency. Till date, 1,882 ap-
plications for self-

DEVOTEES OFFERING CONGREGATIONAL Friday prayers on a warm sunny day in Srinagar.
 � KO Photo, Abid Bhat

Mercury Soars To All-Time 
High In Pahalgam, Qazigund
Nearly Breaches Records Elsewhere In Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The maximum tem-
perature shattered all time high 
record for the month of March 
in Pahalgam and Qazigund as 
mercury soared to 24.3°C in the 
world famous resort and 27.8°C 
in the gate way town of Kash-
mir respectively on Friday.

The mercury also nearly 
breached all-time records for 
other parts of the Valley with 
Srinagar recording maximum 
of 27.4°C which is highest in 
more than last decade barring 31 
March 2018 when the summer 
capital recorded highest ever 
temperature of 28.3°C, a me-
teorological department official 
said. The maximum temperature 
was almost twice than the nor-
mal in Srinagar, the official said.

Similarly, he said, Gulmarg 
recorded maximum of 16.5°C 
which is also the second high-
est ever maximum temperature 
recorded for the world famous 
skiing resort in north Kashmir. 
Gulmarg had the highest ever 
temperature during the month of 
March in 31st day in 2018 when 

it recorded maximum of 17.6°C, 
the official said. Previous highest 
temperature for Pahalgam and 
Qazigund was 23.9°C and 26.5°C 
respectively, the official said.

Also night temperatures in-
creased at most places across 
Jammu and Kashmir, settling 
above normal by 7.3°C Gulmarg.

The meteorological depart-
ment official said that Srinagar 
recorded a low of 8.5°C against 
last night’s 7.6°C. The night tem-
perature was 3.8°C above normal 
for Srinagar during this time of 
the year.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
7.0°C, same as on the previ-
ous night. The temperature was 
above normal by 3.4°C for the 
gateway town, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kash-
mir, recorded maximum of 26.1 
°C and a low of 8.4°C against 
7.7°C on the previous night. The 
minimum temperature was 
4.9°C more than normal during 
this time of the season, the offi-
cial said.

Pahalgam recorded a low of 
2.0°C against 2.1°C last night. 
The temperature was 1.9°C above 

normal, he said.
Gulmarg recorded a low of 

5.0°C against 4.8°C on the previ-
ous night, the official said. While 
minus 2.3°C is normal there, the 
temperature was 7.3°C above 
usual for the place in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district, he said.

Kupwara town in north Kash-
mir recorded maximum of 27.3°C 
and a low of 6.2°C against 5.6°C 
on the previous night. The tem-
perature was 3.1°C more than 
normal, the official said.

Jammu recorded maximum of 
33.1°C. It recorded low of 24.0°C 
against 16.9°C on the previous 
night, the official said. The tem-
perature was 9.1°C above normal 
for the J&K’s winter capital dur-
ing this time of the year, he said.

Banihal recorded a low of 
8.8°C, Batote had a minimum of 
13.1°C while Bhaderwah record-
ed a low of 9.4°C, the official said.

Ladakh’s Leh recorded a mini-
mum of 1.4°C against 1.4°C previ-
ous night while automatic Kargil 
station recorded a low of minus 
2.8°C. Mainly dry weather is ex-
pected over Jammu and Kashmir 
for now, the official added. (GNS)

Omar Abdullah Calls 'The Kashmir 
Files' A 'Concocted Story'

Showcasing Bloodshed For Political 
Gains Dangerous: Tarigami

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The National Confer-
ence on Friday broke its silence on 
‘The Kashmir Files’ and said the 
movie was far from the truth as 
the movie makers have ignored 
the sacrifices of the Muslims and 
Sikhs who had also suffered from 
militancy.

Vice President of the party and 
former chief minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir Omar Abdullah said that if 
‘The Kashmir Files’ was a commer-
cial movie, no one has an issue, but 
if the film makers claim that it is 
based on reality, then the facts are 
the other way round.

“When the unfortunate incident 
of Kashmiri Pandit migration took 
place, Farooq Abdullah was not the 
chief minister. Jagmohan was the 
governor. It was V P Singh’s gov-
ernment at the Centre which was 
supported by the BJP from outside,” 
Abdullah told reporters in Damal 
Hanji Pora of Kulgam district of 

South Kashmir.
Abdullah wondered 

why this fact was kept 
away from the movie.

“Don’t manipulate the 
truth. It’s not the right 
thing. “If Kashmiri Pan-
dits have fallen victims 
to terrorism, we have 
utmost regret about that, but let us 
not forget the sacrifices of Muslims 
and Sikhs who were also targeted 
by the same gun,” he said.

Abdullah said that some of those 
from the majority community were 
yet to return.

“Today, there is a need to create 
an atmosphere where we could 
bring back all those who had left 
their homes and not create a com-
munal divide,” he said.

The former chief minister said an 
atmosphere would be created for 
the return of Kashmiri Pandits.

“But I do not think that those 
people who have made this movie, 
want them (Kashmiri Pandits) to 

return. Through this 
picture, they want Pan-
dits to remain outside 
always,” he said. Earlier, 
in his address, Abdullah 
said attempts were being 
made to defame a com-
munity across the world.

“A common Kashmiri 
is not happy with what happened 
32 years ago, that people were 
made to leave the Valley. Today, an 
impression is being created that 
all Kashmiris are communal, that 
all Kashmiris do not bear the peo-
ple from other religions. What will 
be achieved by this? Will it make 
the road easier for their return? “I 
am afraid that the hatred which 
is being created against Kash-
miri Muslims today, God forbid, 
our children studying outside the 
state, should not bear its brunt,” 
he said.

SRINAGAR: The migration of Kashmiri 
Pandits is a tragic chapter of Kashmir's his-
tory, but showcasing bloodshed for "politi-
cal gains" is dangerous for the country and 
the people, CPI(M) leader M Y Tarigami said 
on Friday. His remarks come in the wake of 
controversy over the recently-released movie 
"The Kashmir Files", which is based on the 
exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the Valley in 
the 1990s.

Talking to reporters here, Tarigami said 
there is a need to objectively project the trag-
edies suffered by the people in Kashmir.

"It is our misfortune that Kashmir has been 
for the last so many decades continuously 
going through a tragic situation, and the most 
shameful incident which has caused a dent to 
the identity of Kashmir is the migration by a 
very important part of our society the Kash-
miri Pandits, who left their homes because of 
fear. There is no doubt that is a tragic chapter 
of our history," he said.

The CPI(M) leader, however, said the fact is 
also that the violent forces did not single out 
people of any particular religion.

"I only have one thing to ask to those 
elements who are trading in the Kashmiri 
blood by selling it in various markets, that 
please stop. Whoever was killed, whichever 

religion he belonged to, but he was a Kash-
miri," he said.

Referring to various incidents of killings in 
the Valley in the past, Tarigami said while in 
the 1998 Wandhama massacre, 23 Pandits 
were killed, the Gaw Kadal massacre in 1990 
cannot be forgotten.

He called for establishing a truth and rec-
onciliation commission.

"While our innocent brothers and sisters 
from the minority community were killed in 
Budgam, who killed the passengers of a bus 
in Kupwara? If an innocent sister from Pandit 
community was raped and killed in Sopore, 
then what happened in Kunan Poshpora?" 
Tarigami said.

"If Hindus and Muslims were killed, our 
brothers and sisters from Sikh community 
were killed in Chattisinghpora (in 2000) as 
well. I want the PM to show boldness and 
constitute a truth and reconciliation commis-
sion like after apartheid in Africa to know who 
was killed and by whom. While those killed 
will not return, but accountability will be es-
tablished. Their families will come to know 
who killed them," he said.

The CPI(M) leader said that "to showcase 
the bloodshed for political gains is dangerous 
for the country, the people and for Kashmir".
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Martial Arts C'ship Under 'Play 
For Drug Free Srinagar' Begins

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad on Friday inaugurat-
ed a Martial Arts championship 
under the banner “Play for Drug 
Free Srinagar'' here at Govern-
ment Boys Higher Secondary 
School Rawalpora.

The event was organised by 
District Youth Services & Sports 
in collaboration with Integrated 
Child Development Services 
(ICDS) Department 

Under the overall supervi-
sion of District Administration 
Srinagar in which Sqay Martial 
Art and Taekwondo compe-
titions/demonstration were 
conducted. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner stressed 

upon the need and importance 
of holding such programs that 
keep youth engaged with cre-
ative activities and to create 
awareness about evils of Drug 
Abuse. He asked the young par-
ticipants to carry forward the 
message to completely curb 
drug addiction from society. 

The DC further stressed upon 
them to work voluntarily in 
their respective communities 
and raise their voice against 
such unlawful activities that 
ruin the career of youth. He said 
the District Administration has 
launched MISSION WAAPSI to 
save and rehabilitate the youth 
affected from the social evil 
of drug menace. He reiterated 
that all possible efforts shall 
be made to eradicate such nui-
sance to make Srinagar a Drug 

Free City.
The DC said that various initia-

tives are being taken to further 
upgrade the sports infrastruc-
ture in the District to provide a 
better sports platform to bud-
ding talent so that they can ex-
hibit their hidden talent to com-
pete at national and global level 
sports competitions.

After inaugurating the event, 
young girl participants dis-
played brilliant talent through 
Sqay Martial Art, Taekwondo 
and other games.

Programme Officer, ICDS, 
Zeenat Ara, District Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Officer, Balbir 
Singh, Principal BHSS Rawal-
pora, Mrs Tanveera and other 
senior Officers, Officials, Staff 
members, school children were 
present on the occasion.

YSS Cup 21 To Begin From March 29
Host districts directed to make all necessary arrangements well in advance: Gazanfar Ali

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Department of 
Youth Services and Sports is all 
set to organise inter district com-
petitions of YSS Cup 21 in the 
disciplines of Kho-Kho, Kabaddi 
and Volleyball under phase 1st.

The UT level competitions in 
all the three games are expect-
ed to start from 29th of the cur-
rent month till 2nd April 2022 
as per the schedule annexed.

Pertinently the Cup was de-
clared Open in a well attended 
function at Khel Gaon Nagrota 
Jammu on December 16 last 
year by the Principal Secretary 
to Govt. Youth Services and 
Sports Department J&K Alok 
Kumar along with Director 
Sports Gazanfar Ali.

Nearly 9076 Panchayat/ Block 
teams drawn from all twenty 
districts of the Union territory 
in four sports disciplines name-
ly Cricket/Kabadi/Kho-Kho and 
Volleyball were registered for 
this historic and first of its kind 
sports extravaganza.

As per an official communi-
qué, Director YSS has directed 
all the DYSSOs of J&K to deploy 
their teams well in time un-

der proper escort of the game 
knowing officials for taking 
part in the inter district level 
competitions being organized 
by the department at different 
venues.

"The Host districts are di-
rected to make all the neces-
sary arrangements of venues, 
equipment, transport, board-
ing-lodging and arrangements 
of refreshment for the smooth 

conduct of the competitions," 
the communiqué reads. "The 
Joint Director Kashmir, Deputy 
Director (Directorate) and As-
sistant Director Jammu of the 
Department have been directed 
to monitor the activities per-
sonally and ensure that pref-
erably NIS qualified technical 
staff is engaged for the smooth 
conduct of the competitions,” 
the communiqué added.

National SnowShoe Championship 
To Begin At Gulmarg From Today
Around 100 athletes from 11 teams participating in the championship

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The National Snow-
Shoe Championship 2022 is go-
ing to commence on Saturday 
at Gulmarg.

Director Tourism Kashmir, Dr 
G.N Itoo flagged off the teams 
from TRC here. The teams from 
various parts of country who are 
participating in the champion-
ship reached Srinagar on Friday.

Around 100 athletes repre-
senting 11 States and HAWS 
team are going to participate in 
the event.

During the two day event, 

competitions of Long Distance 
and Sprint events would be 
held in both male and female 
section on both senior and ju-
nior categories.

The event is being organised 
by J&K SnowShoe Association in 
collaboration with Directorate 
of Tourism Kashmir and Snow-
Shoe Federation of India.

First-Ever Snow Skiing Course 
Organised At Gurez

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: In a first, the Dis-
trict Youth Services and Sports 
department Bandipora in col-
laboration with District Admin-
istration, Bandipora has organ-
ised a Snow Skiing course at 
Gurez.

The course began earlier this 
month, and 50 students have 
been trained so far with basics 
of Snow skiing and around 100 
boys and girls are expected to 
be trained during the skiing 
course, which will last until the 
favorable snow accumulation 
remains on the ground.

The Deputy Commissioner 

(DC) Bandipora, Dr. Owais Ah-
mad said that this is the first 
ever programme organised in 
Gurez for training students in 
the basic Snow skiing course. 
He said that adequate arrange-
ments have been made for 
the successful conduct of the 
course. 

Dr.Owais said such events 
for youth engagement will be 

organised in future also and 
urged the youth to take part 
in such activities to showcase 
their talent.

The training programme has 
generated huge enthusiasm 
amongst the students and lo-
cals alike and has been able to 
promote Gurez as the upcom-
ing skiing destination. 

South Africa Leave Out 
IPL-Bound Players From 
Bangladesh Series Test Squad

Press Trust of India

JOHANNESNURG: South Africa 
have expectedly left out the IPL-
bound players from their 15-man 
Test squad for the two-match 
home series against Bangladesh 
starting March 31. South Africa 
will be without their entire first-
choice pace attack comprising 
Kagiso Rabada, Lungi Ngidi and 
Marco Jansen as well as batters 
Aiden Markram and Rassie van 
der Dussen as they chose the IPL 
over the Test series.

Cricket South Africa had said 
it would be leaving it to the play-
ers to make the decision whether 
to play in the IPL or in the series, 
which the Test captain Dean Elgar 
had called a “litmus test of loyalty”.

Middle-order batter Khaya 
Zondo got his maiden Test call-
up and uncapped quick Daryn 
Dupavillon also found a place in 
the squad. Meanwhile, Anrich 

Nortje once again missed out 
on selection with a longstand-
ing back and hip issue. That also 
means there is no clarity about 
his availability in the IPL, where 
he is part of the Delhi Capitals 
side. Nortje last played in No-
vember 2021, at the T20 World 
Cup in the UAE.

The IPL-bound players are set 
to fly to India for the tourna-
ment, which begins on March 
26, at the conclusion of the on-
going ODI series.

According to CSA’s current 
MoU with the South African 
Cricketers’ Association (SACA), 
the board cannot refuse players 
the opportunity to take part in 
the IPL, as both organisations 
look to balance the livelihoods 
and opportunities of players and 
their duties to the national team.

The first Test starts on March 
31 in Durban and the second on 
April 7 in Port Elizabeth.

England Pacer Mark Wood 
Out Of IPL Due To Injury

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: England pacer Mark Wood 
has been ruled out of the upcoming IPL 
with an elbow injury.

A report in 'Espncricinfo' said that 
Wood will not rep-
resent Luc-
know Super 
Giants in the IPL 
beginning March 26 after picking up a 
right elbow injury during the first Test 
against the West Indies last week.

New entrants Super Giants had paid 
Rs 7.5 crore for Wood at the IPL auction 
last month.

Wood could only bowl 17 overs in 
the game against West Indies in North 
Sound.

The Super Giants will be led by K L 
Rahul and coached by Andy Flower.

PAK Vs AUS 

PCB Moves ODI Series 
Out Of Rawalpindi

Press Trust of India

KARACHI:  The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) has shifted the 
white ball series against Austra-
lia from Rawalpindi to Lahore on 
the advice of the government.

Federal Minister for Interior, 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed confirmed 
on Friday that the three ODIs and 
lone T20 would be played in Lahore 
instead of Rawalpindi.

"Due to political activities and 
scenario we have decided it would 
be better to have the matches in La-
hore as there will be a lot of move-
ment and activities in Islamabad 
and Pindi during the time frame the 
matches are scheduled," he said.

The ODIs are scheduled to be held 
on March 29, 31 and April 2 fol-
lowed by the T20 on April 4.

Australia are already in Lahore 
preparing for the third Test at the 
Gaddafi stadium, which starts on 
Monday.

An Australian team official said 
the PCB had spoken to them and 
they had no issues as it only meant 
less travelling for the players.

The Australian squad since its 
arrival in Pakistan has enjoyed an 
incident-free tour despite a major 
suicide bomb attack in Peshawar 
but due to the political scenario 
heating up after the opposition filed 
a no confidence motion against 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, politi-
cal activities have picked up in the 
twin cities.

Several political rallies by the gov-
ernment and opposition have been 
planned ahead of the national as-
sembly session in the coming days.

Law enforcement agencies ex-
pect thousands of people to enter 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad from 
next week.

Australia and Pakistan squads 
had stayed in Islamabad when they 
played the first Test in Pindi earlier 
this month.

Manchester United To Field 
Cricket Team In UAE T20 League

Agencies

DUBAI: Manchester United will have a cricket team that’s set to roll 
from 2023 on the UAE T20 Cricket League. Dubai Sports Council 
chairman Sheikh Mansoor Bin Mohammed confirmed the news 
through a tweet.

“I met with Avram Glazer, Co-Chairman of Manchester United, today 
and discussed ways to work together to further raise Dubai’s profile as 
a global sporting hub. We also discussed the UAE T20 Cricket league’s 
launch in Jan 2023 featuring Manchester United cricket team & other 
teams,” Sheikh Mansoor tweeted late on Thursday.

Glazer, United’s co-chairman, purchased one of many six groups 
in the UAE T20 League, which is ready to be launched in January 
subsequent 12 months. Of late, the United house owners have 
been displaying an eager curiosity in cricket.

Russia Loses Bid To 
Freeze Ban From World 
Cup Qualifying

Agencies

NYON: Russia's request to freeze 
a FIFA ban on its football teams 
ahead of next week's World Cup 
qualifying playoffs was denied 
Friday.

FIFA said the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport dismissed the Rus-
sian football federation's bid for 
an urgent interim ruling to freeze 
the ban pending a full appeal, 
which could come within weeks.

The CAS decision means Rus-
sia will not be able to play Po-
land in World Cup qualifying on 
Thursday.

The latest ruling follows a 
similar CAS refusal on Tuesday 
to freeze UEFA's ban on Russian 
national and club teams in Euro-
pean football.

Russian athletes have been 

banned from competing in mul-
tiple sports because of the coun-
try's invasion of Ukraine. Be-
larusian athletes have also been 
banned because their country 
has been an ally of Russia.

The Russian football federa-
tion could still get the FIFA ban 
overturned before another 
round of international games 
in early June. A Russian vic-
tory at CAS could then force this 
month's playoffs to be replayed.

Ukraine is also in the World 
Cup playoffs, and its scheduled 
game on Thursday against Scot-
land was postponed by FIFA un-
til June. Ukraine or Scotland will 
advance to face either Wales or 
Austria — who play in Cardiff 
next week — with a place at this 
year's World Cup in Qatar at 
stake. (AP)

Oil Protester Ties 
Himself To Goal Post At 
Premier League Fixture

Agencies

LIVERPOOL: The Premier League 
fixture between Everton and 
Newcastle United was held up 
for eight minutes on Thursday 
after a protestor tied himself 
to the goal post at the Gwladys 
Street end of Goodison Park.

The incident happened just 
after halftime, with the invader 
wearing a jersey with the words 
"Just Stop Oil".

The group claiming responsi-
bility for the protest on Twitter 
said: "Our government is betray-
ing us by funding new oil fields in 

the North Sea. New oil means de-
struction of our children’s future.

"It means war on small island 
states. And it means suffering now 
for the poorest and most margin-
alised in all regions." Newcastle are 
owned by a consortium involving 
the Public Investment Fund of Sau-
di Arabia, and comes in the week 
that British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has visited that country.

It took a number of stewards 
and security staff to remove the 
intruder after he was cut free from 
the post, and had to be carried out 
of the stadium as he refused to 
leave on his own. (Reuters)

Chelsea Gets Real 
Madrid In Champions 
League Quarterfinals

Agencies

SWITZERLAND: Defending 
champion Chel-
sea was drawn 
Friday to play 
record 13-time 
European cham-
pion Real Madrid 
in the Champions 
League quarterfi-
nals.

The first pair-
ing drawn at 
UEFA headquar-
ters sent Madrid 
coach Carlo An-
celotti back to 
the London club 
where he won a 
league and cup 
double a year be-
fore being fired 
by then-owner 
Roman Abramov-
ich.

Abramovich, a Russian billion-
aire with ties to Vladimir Putin, 
gave up control of the club be-
fore having his assets in Britain 
frozen this month in the wake of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

All three English clubs avoided 
each other in the draw, as did all 
three Spanish teams.

Manchester City and Atlético 
Madrid were the next teams 
paired, while Liverpool was 
drawn to face Benfica and Bay-
ern Munich will play Villarreal.

In the semifinals, Manches-
ter City or Atlético Madrid will 

play Chelsea or Real Madrid, and 
Benfica or Liverpool will face 
Villarreal or Bayern Munich.

Villarreal is the only team 
left in the draw that has never 
reached the final.

The first legs of the quarterfi-
nals will be played on April 5 or 
6, with the return games the fol-
lowing week. The semifinals will 
be played between April 26 and 
May 4. The final is scheduled for 
May 28 at Stade de France in the 
Paris suburbs.

The Stade de France was a late 
replacement for original host St. 
Petersburg. UEFA stripped the 
Russian football federation of 
the right to host the final after 
the invasion of Ukraine.


