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Invisible threads are 
the strongest ties

—   Friedrich Nietzsche

Widom

Truck Driver Charred 
To Death
Qazigund- An unidentified truck 
driver was charred to death 
after his truck caught fire when 
it came in contact with a high—
voltage electric wire at Sham-
pora area of Qazigund in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag on Tuesday 
night, an official said.
“A truck (PB29X-4153) on reach-
ing Shampora area of Qazigund 
came in contact with a high—
voltage wire near the electric 
transformer” a police officer 
said, as per news agency KNO.
He said the driver was elec-
trocuted eventually before the 
truck caught fire. 

 More On P6

Helpdesk Inaugurated 
At Srinagar Airport
Srinagar: A helpdesk to assist 
passengers was inaugurated at 
Srinagar International Airport 
on Tuesday on the occasion of 
International Women’s Day.
In a statement issued here, the 
director airport said that the 
staff at Helpdesk is specially 
selected for their polite nature, 
helpful attitude, and knowledge 
of airport operations
Our staff will also be very 
helpful to people with special 
abilities because we are train-
ing them in sign language. The 
inauguration of the Helpdesk

 More On P6

7 Gamblers Arrested 
In Twin Raids
Srinagar: Police on Tuesday 
claimed to have arrested 7 
gamblers in twin raids in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
Cops from police station Sheeri 
and Baramulla carried out 
raids at Pehliharan Sheeri and 
Bus Stand Baramulla follow-
ing inputs about the gambling 
activities and apprehended 7 
gamblers, a police spokesper-
son said Tuesday.
Besides playing cards, he said, 
an amount of Rs 20,220 was 
recovered from the gamblers.
“They have been shifted to 
respective police stations

 More On P6
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IASE COMMEMORATES 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

WOMEN MAKING NICHE FOR THEMSELVES 
IN PRESENT ERA: ADVISOR KHAN
Asserting that gender equality is not only a 
fundamental human right but a necessary 
foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sus-
tainable world, Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, 
Farooq Khan on Tuesday said that the present 
era marked the biggest social change

The Institute of Advance Studies in Education on 
Tuesday held celebrationson International Women’s 
Day.

Jammu and Kashmir registered 53 fresh cases of novel 
Coronavirus even as no fresh fatality was reported in the 
Union Territory during the last 24 hours.
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J&K REPORTS 53 NEW 
CORONAVIRUS CASES
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2 Khanyar Youth Held Over 
Sunday’s Grenade Attack
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday 
arrested two youth for their 
alleged involvement in hurling 
a grenade at busy Amira Kadal 
marketplace here on Sunday 
that left two civilians dead and 
36 others, including two po-
liceman injured.

Mohd Bariq and Fazil Nabi, 
both residents of Koolipora lo-
cality of Khanyar were arrest-
ed by the Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) headed by SP South 
Lakshay Sharma, on the ba-
sis of technical evidences 
like minute frame by frame 
analysis of the CCTV footages 
of scene of crime, footages of 
CCTVs in the city, Cell tower 
dump analysis, IP dump analy-
sis, recreation of crime scene 
and by examination of some 
eye witnesses, a police spokes-
person said Tuesday.

On Sunday, he said, a hand 
grenade was thrown towards a 
security vehicle that exploded 
and injured 38 people, includ-
ing two civilians and two po-
licemen Reyaz Ahmed and Jan 
Mohd. Two of the injured civil-
ians Mohd Aslam Makhdoomi 
and Rafiya Nazir succumbed to 
their injuries at the hospital.

Simultaneously, police filed 
a case FIR number 18/2022 
under section 307 of IPC, sec-
tions 7/27 of Indian arms act, 
sections 16, 23 of Unlawful 

activities prevention Act was 
registered at Shaheed Gunj 
Police station, the spokesper-
son said. 

  More On P6

Militants Luring Youth To Lob 
Grenades: Army
Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Militants are using youngsters to carry out grenade 
attacks in populated places in Kashmir as their networks are 
not being able to execute big strikes on security forces, a top 
Army officer said on Tuesday.
The remark of General officer Commanding (GoC) of the Srinagar-
based 15 Corps, Lieutenant General D P Pandey, came in the back-
drop of the grenade attack on Sunday at the Hari Singh High Street 
market here that killed two and injured 34 others.  More On P6

India To Resume 
International 
Flights From 
Mar 27
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre has 
decided to resume scheduled 
international flight services in 

India from March 27 af-
ter a two-

year hiatus following 
a decline in coronavirus cases 
in the country, the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation (MoCA) said on 
Tuesday.

Scheduled international 
flight services are suspended in 
India since March 23, 2020, due 
to the pandemic.

However, special internation-
al flights have been operating 
between India and 37 countries 
since July 2020 under air bubble 
arrangements.

"After deliberation with 
stakeholders and keeping 
in view the decline in the 
COVID-19 caseload, we have 
decided to resume international 
travel from March 27 onwards," 
Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia said, adding that "with 
this step, I am confident the sec-
tor will reach new heights".

 More On P6

COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Govt To Keep Schools, 
Colleges Under Scanner

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Tuesday directed the Covid-19 
Control Room Kashmir to carry 
out comprehensive school and 
college visits across all the dis-
tricts of the Valley to ensure 
strong health surveillance and 
monitoring amongst students 
and staff.

These directions were passed 
by the Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Pandurang K. Pole on 
Tuesday, an official spokesper-
son said.

He said that the Covid 
Standard Operation Procedures 
(SOPs) monitoring teams were 

framed on March 5, on the di-
rections of Div Com and com-
prises of various levels of of-
ficers from Divisional Covid-19 
Control Room Kashmir (DCCRK) 
viz. SSO Kashmir, Community 
Medicine Specialists besides 
Medical Officers from health 
department

As per official statement is-
sued by DCCRK, these monitor-
ing teams have started carrying 
out comprehensive school and 
college visits across all the dis-
tricts of Kashmir division.

“These teams were directed 
by the In-charge DCCRK; Tahir 
Ahmad Magray to keep a strong 
Public health surveillance 

 More On P6

Weather Vagaries

JKPTCL To Install Snow Zone 
Towers To Prevent Losses

KU PWA RA  SHOCKER!
Woman, Son Arrested For Abducting, Killing Minor

PM Modi More Likely To Respond With Force 
To Pak Provocations: US Intel

Govt To Set Up ‘Women Haat’ In Every District

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Police on 
Tuesday arrested a moth-
er-son duo for allegedly ab-
ducting and killing a minor 
boy last month in Awoora 
area of north Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district.

On February 15, eight-
year-old Talib Hussain dis-
appeared moments after 
he left his home in Awoora 
area of the district. The 
minor’s disappearance 
had sent shock waves 
in his native village and 
elsewhere even triggering 
protests by the villagers.

On Tuesday, the mi-
nor’s body was recovered 
from a forest area, ending 
over three week search by 
his family, villagers and 

police.
Meanwhile, police is-

sued a statement giving 
details that lead to the 
recovery of body and how 
the case was cracked.

A police spokesperson 
said that since the disap-
pearance of the boy, police 

had been on toes and had 
been relentlessly carrying 
the searches to trace him. 
He said all water bodies, 
surrounding jungles and 
suspected places were 
searched by police us-
ing drones and sniffer 
dogs but no clue could be 
struck.

“A large number of sus-
pects were also put to sus-
tained questioning dust-
ing the last three weeks,” 
he said.

He said that after having 
explored all the possible 
angles and questioning of 
a large number of people in 
connection with the case, 
police finally was able to 
zero-in on the main sus-
pect who after sustained 
questioning confessed to 

the commission of crime 
and led to the recovery of 
the body of the victim.

“Police and even some 
prominent members from 
the civil society had also 
announced reward for 
anyone who would help in 
tracing the innocent child,” 
the spokesperson said.

According to the 
spokesperson, the main 
accused in the case turned 
out to be Shahnaza Begum 
and her teenage son 
Aamir, neighbours of the 
victim.

“After the post-mortem, 
the body of Talib has been 
laid to rest in his ances-
tral graveyard today and 
investigations of the case 
have been taken ahead,” 
he said.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In order to prevent the losses 
due to inclement weather conditions, the 
government is mulling to come up with 
snow zone towers at vulnerable places 
across Kashmir.

Last months, heavy snow 
caused major damage to power 
infrastructure, triggering pow-
er outages and incurring finan-
cial losses to power utility.

Reliable sources within 
Jammu and Kashmir Power 
Transmission Corporation Limited 
(JKPTCL) said that after facing loss-
es, especially damage to the towers in 
recent snow, the department is considering 
installing snow zone towers that are stronger 
compared to the existing towers.

“The weather is changing and the un-
timely snowfall has always been witnessed 
heavy compared to the timely snowfall. 
The JKPTCL in order to ensure safety of its 

infrastructure has been working to identi-
fy some vulnerable places where the snow 
zone towers would likely be erected,” they 
said.

They added that given the huge cost of 
the snow zone tower, it would not be pos-

sible to erect these towers every-
where. This is why vulnerable 

spots will be identified to en-
sure that the damage to tow-
ers during inclement weather 
conditions is prevented in the 
future.

“Currently, engineers are 
working on it and hopefully 

the things will be resolved soon 
following which the work will be 

started,” sources said.
Recently, Kulgam and some adjacent 

areas faced power paucity for nearly four 
days after Mirbazar and some other tow-
ers were damaged due to the snowfall. 
However, the losses due to the snowfall 
have not been assessed yet—(KNO)

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON: Under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India is more likely 
than in the past to re-
spond with military force 
to any real or perceived 
Pakistani provocations, 
the American intelligence 
community has told the 
US Congress.

The annual threat 
assessment of the US 
Intelligence Community 
released by the Office 
of Director of National 
Intelligence (ODNI) also 
said that the “expanded 
military posture by both 
India and China along 
the disputed border el-
evates the risk of armed 
confrontation between 
two nuclear powers that 
might involve direct 
threats to US persons and 
interests and calls for US 
intervention.”

“Crises between India 
and Pakistan are of par-
ticular concern because of 

the risk- however low - of 
an escalatory cycle be-
tween two nuclear-armed 
states,” it said.

“Pakistan has a long 
history of supporting an-
ti-India militant groups; 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India is more 
likely than in the past to 
respond with military 
force to perceived or real 
Pakistani provocations, 
and each side’s percep-
tion of heightened ten-
sions raises the risk of 
conflict, with violent un-
rest in Kashmir or a mili-
tant attack in India being 
potential flashpoints,” it 
said.

The ODNI said that 
relations between New 
Delhi and Beijing will 
remain strained in the 
wake of the lethal clash in 
2020, the most serious in 
decades.

“Previous standoffs 
have demonstrated that 
persistent low-level 

friction on the Line of 
Actual Control has the po-
tential to escalate swiftly, 
the report said.

The eastern Ladakh 
border standoff between 
the Indian and Chinese 
militaries erupted follow-
ing a violent clash in the 
Pangong lake areas and 
both sides gradually en-
hanced their deployment 
by rushing in tens of thou-
sands of soldiers as well as 
heavy weaponry.

The tension escalated 
following a deadly clash 
in the Galwan Valley on 
June 15, 2020.

In its report, ODNI said 
Beijing sees increasingly 
competitive US China re-
lations as part of an ep-
ochal geopolitical shift 
and views Washington’s 
diplomatic, economic, and 
military measures against 
it as part of a broader US 
effort to prevent China’s 
rise and undermine 
Communist Party rule.

China uses coordinated, 

whole-of-government 
tools to demonstrate 
strength and compel 
neighbours to acquiesce 
to Beijing’s preferences, 
including its territorial 
and maritime claims and 
assertions of sovereignty 
over Taiwan, it said.

“Beijing will press 
Taiwan to move toward 
unification and will re-
act to what it views as 
increased US Taiwan en-
gagement. We expect 
that friction will grow 
as China continues to 
increase military activ-
ity around the island, 
and Taiwan’s leaders re-
sist Beijing’s pressure for 
progress toward unifica-
tion, it added.

China views Taiwan 
as a rebel province that 
should be reunified with 
the mainland, even by 
force.

China’s control over 
Taiwan probably would 
disrupt global supply 
chains for semiconductor 

chips because Taiwan 
dominates production, 
the report said.

In the South China Sea, 
Beijing will continue to 
use growing numbers of 
air, naval, and maritime 
law enforcement plat-
forms to intimidate rival 
claimants and signal that 
China has effective con-
trol over contested areas. 
China is similarly pressur-
ing Japan over contested 
areas in the East China 
Sea, the report said.

Beijing will continue 
to promote the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) to 
expand China’s economic, 
political, and military 
presence abroad.

China will adjust its ap-
proach to BRI in response 
to publicity and sustain-
ability challenges and di-
versify project selection 
in an attempt to improve 
the initiative’s brand and 
minimize international 
criticism, the report 
added.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Secretary Arun Kumar 
Mehta on Tuesday announced set-
ting up of ‘women haat’ in every 
district of the union territory by 
next month.

On International Women’s Day, 
Mehta also honoured women 
achievers of Jammu and Kashmir 
and launched women-oriented 
initiatives.

“Every district will have a 
Umeed women haat within a 
month,” he said.

Wushu champion Sadia Tariq, 

singer Sonali Dogra, found-
ing chairperson, FICCI FLO J&K, 
Ritu Singh and entrepreneur 
Sana Masood were among those 
honoured.

3 ‘Militant Associates’ Held In 
Pulwama

Srinagar: Three militant associ-
ates of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) were 
arrested by government forces in 
south Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict, police said Tuesday.

Amir Nazir Hazar, Suhail 
Ahmad Bhat and Nasir Hussain 
were arrested by a joint team of 
police, army’s 55RR and the per-
sonnel of CRPF 182 battalion on 

the basis of specific input, a police 
spokesperson said.

He said incriminating materi-
als, including a grenade and 13 
rounds of AK 47 were recovered 
from the possession of the trio as-
sociated with LeT.

During the preliminary inves-
tigation, the spokesperson said, 
it was revealed that the accused 
were acting as associates of mili-
tant Arif Hazar@ Rehan.

“Accordingly, a case under rele-
vant sections of law has been reg-
istered in Police Station Pulwama 
and further investigation is in 
progress,” he added.
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Office of the Assistant Regional
 Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has 
been received by this office from 
Mr./Mrs  Rayees Ahamd Paul S/O 
Mohammad Maqbool Paul R/O 
Trenz Shopian   (Party No 1st) 
as Transferor, (seller) owner of 
the vehicle LPT Truck -  Regd. No. 
JK22A- 2492  (Commercial/ Non 
Commercial ) covering under R/P 

NO: -------
And 
Mr./ Mrs Tariq Ahamd Shah S/o Mohamad Munawar Shah 
R/o Trenz Shopian  (Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee (purchaser) 
requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted vehicle 
from party No. Ist to 2nd and cancellation of hire purchase 
agreement with JK Bank B/U Trenz Shopian and Endoresement of 
HPA  with JK Bank B/o Trenz Shopian.
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having 
objection  regarding the proposed transfer may file his objection 
within seven (7) days from the datte of publication of this notice 
to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after 
stipulated period.

No : ARTO/Spn/1280
Dated 07-03-2022

S/D Asst Regional 
FKO Transport Officer Shopian

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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G

FIR KO
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Wednesday |  09-03-2022 2
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Public Notice
I have lost all the documents of my vehicle bearing Regd no: 
6385 . Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same. If any-
body having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the RTO  Srinagar within a period 
of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained. 
Bilal Ahmad Mir 
S/o Ghulam Nabi Mir 
R/o HNO 196 Near Woodland School Yatoo Shivpora Srinagar 
Cell: 778092168 fko

Office of the Assistant Regional  
Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has been 
received by this office from Mr./
Mrs  Zahoor Ahmad Sheikh S/o Ab 
Rasheed Sheikh R/o Pheeripora 
Shopian    (Party No 1st) as 
Transferor, (seller) owner of the 
vehicle SCARPIO  Regd. No. JK22-

3114 (Commercial/ Non Commercial ) covering 
under R/P NO: -------
And 
Mr./ Mrs Aiaz Ahamd Mir S/o Mohd Rafiq Mir R/O Botman 
Colony Bemina Srinagar   (Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee 
(purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted 
vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd and cancellation of hire purchase 
agreement with JK Bank B/U Trenz Shopian and Endoresement of 
HPA  with JK Bank B/o Trenz Shopian.
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having 
objection  regarding the proposed transfer may file his objection 
within seven (7) days from the datte of publication of this notice 
to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after 
stipulated period.

No : ARTO/Spn/---
Dated 07-03-2022

S/D Asst Regional 
FKO Transport Officer Shopian

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is 
claiming to have lost the original Migration  certificate of 12th  
under Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Amir Basheer Bhat 
S/O Basheer Ahmad Bhat 
R/o Gulab Dajji Kawarahama  
 
Details of Marks Certificate lost
Secondary School Examination (class 12th )
Roll No 2408301  Session /Year Annual 2019

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Migration Cer-
tificate. Anybody (if) having any objection may file the some 
before undersigned with (07) Seven days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated 
as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg	 Sub	Office	Magam

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is 
claiming to have lost the original marks certificate of 10th  un-
der Below mentioned particulars 
Name : Suhail Ahmad Bhat 
S/O Altaf Ahamd Bhat 
R/O Shippora   
 
Details of Marks Certificate lost
Secondary School Examination (class 10th )
Roll No 2422293   Session /Year Annual 2019

 Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Marks Card. Any-
body (if) having any objection may file the some before under-
signed with (07) Seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice. Besides, the original marks card is teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg	 Sub	Office	Magam

 OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Where a application for transfer of 
ownership has been recieved from 
one. Shri :  Sheikh Raashid Arshaid 
S/o:  Sheikh Gh. Moh ud Din  R/o:   
Green Avenue Colony Hyderpora  
(Transferor) of LMV Tata Indigo. Ve-

hicle bearing registration number JK04A - 4545.  Chasis number 
DC6673 Engine no. PC4322 Model 2006. in favour of  Shri.. Za-
hoor Ahmad Sheikh  S/o. Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh R/o Nowpora 
Payeen  (Tranferee) 
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general 
public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of own-
ership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 7 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspa-
per Kashmir Observer.
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5977
 Dated  08/03/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

 OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Where a application for transfer of 
ownership has been recieved from 
one.  Shri :  Zahoor Ahmad Bhat S/o:  
Mohammad Ramzan Bhat R/o:   Har-
duwail Budgam  (Transferor) of LMV 

Ignis. Vehicle bearing registration number  JK04F - 5791.  Cha-
sis number 268027 Engine no. 62102 Model 2020. in favour of  
Shri.. Bashir Ahmad Magray  S/o. Mohammad Rajab Magray R/o 
Magraypora Khanda Budgam  (Tranferee) As well as HPA Can-
cellation with State Bank of India B/u Srinagar. 
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general 
public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of own-
ership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 7 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspa-
per Kashmir Observer.
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5976
 Dated  08/03/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

 OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri : Farooq Ahmad Baba S/o:  Abdul Sa-
mad Baba R/o:  Dreygam Khansahib Budgam 
owner of vehicle bearing  Registration No: JK04D 
2999  for cancellation of hire purchase agree-
ment with M/S J&K State Co-Operative Bank ltd  
B/U Kremshore Budgam .
 Now therefore it is notified for the 
information of the general public that objections if any to the 
proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed 
in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office 
ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of publi-
cation of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5975
 Dated  08/03/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

 OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved 
from one. Shri : Syed Mohammad Hidayatul-
lah S/o:  Syed Mohammad Attiqullah  R/o:  
Borwah Chadoora Budgam owner of vehicle 
bearing  Registration No: JK04E 5025  for 
cancellation of hire purchase agreement 
with M/S Mahindra & Mahindra Finance Ltd  
B/U Srinagar .
 Now therefore it is notified for 
the information of the general public that objections if any to 
the proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be 
filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport 
office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of 
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5979
 Dated  08/03/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb  Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
Govt. Model Higher Secondary 

School Chittergul Anantnag 
USIDE CODE:- 01061402302

Ref No. HSS/C/10/022       Dated. 08/03/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified for information that the auction of 3 roomed 
single story old block at H.S School held on 10/02/2022 
has been cancelled with immediate effect as the local 
Auqaf Committee raised issues regarding the open auc-
tion.

Principal 
rna

Directorate of Health Services, Kashmir
Dr Shaima Majid
W/o Dr Hilal Ahmad 
R/o Sirnoo Pulwama  

Subject:  - Notice.        
                                                                
              Whereas, while posted as Medical Officer at D.H. Pulwama, you applied for 03 months child care leave W.e.f 
05-08-2021, before Medical Superintendent D.H. Pulwama.

 Whereas, Medical Superintendent D.H. Pulwama vide letter No: - Est/Ms/1746 dated: - 24-07-2021, recom-
mended for sanction of only 60 days child care leave in your favour to this directorate.     

 Whereas, accordingly 60 days child care leave W.e.f 05-08-2021 was sanctioned in your favour vide this office 
order No: - 815-GZ of 2021 dated: -12-10-2021.

         Whereas, Medical Superintendent D.H. Pulwama vide letter No: - MS/DH/Pul/5025 dated: - 23-02-2022 has reported 
that after availing the leave you have failed to report back to your duties thereby resorted to un-authorized absence.   

Whereas, you should note that un-authorized absence from duties tantamount loss of appointment in terms of Article 
128.

Now, therefore opportunity is given to you to report back for your duties at D.H. Pulwama within seven days from the date 
of issuance of notice, failing which it shall be presumed that you are not interested to serve the department anymore and 
action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against you for resorting to un-authorized absence. 

           Sd/
                    Director Health Services
   DIPK-19220/21       Kashmir 

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
MECHANICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION SRINAGAR,

NEAR J&K BANK(ZALDAGAR
Telefax No. 0194-2503195 e.mail Id: xenmidsrinagar@gmail.com

            
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION SRINAGAR,  
NEAR J&K BANK(ZALDAGAR  

Telefax No.  0194-2503195  e.mail Id: xenmidsrinagar@gmail.com   

(Tech,MID,Sgr-20) 

Sub:-  Extension in bidding time for this office Short Term e-NIT No. 48 OF 2021-22, Dated: 
25-02-2022   for below mentioned work/s:-  

Part-2:-  
Electrical repairs to 75KVA voltage stabilizer at LIS Narayan bagh. 
 
Part-3:-  
Execution of various mechanical works at DWS Waskura-A of MISD 
Ganderbal. 
 

 Ref:- JK Government official e-Procurement portal Tender ID No’s.:- 
     2022_IFC_162133_2                                2022_IFC_162133_3                         

  

 
             Due to poor/ no response to above mentioned sub-parts of this office above referred              
e-NIT for the subject work/s, the critical dates are extended as under:- 
 
Bid submission/ Document download / sale end Date 11/03/2022 at 1400 hrs 
Date and time of Bid opening 12/03/2022 at 1400 hrs 
 

Rest of the terms and conditions shall remain un-altered as laid down in the 
original e-NIT.   
         
          

                        Sd/-  
No. MIDS/Ts/ 5754-59                                                          Executive Engineer, 
Dated:- 07-03-2022        Mechanical Irrigation Division 

                     Srinagar 
 

Copy to the:- 
1. Chief Engineer Kmr.  I& FC Deptt. Srinagar for favour of information please. 
2.  Superintending Engineer Mech. Circle I& FC Deptt. Srinagar for information please. 
3.  Joint Director Information Department Srinagar for publication of this extension notice in 

two leading Daily Newspapers of J&K 
4. Asstt. Executive Engineer, Mech. Irri. Sub Division, Ganderbal for information. 
 Incharge website (Kmr.I&FC.deptt.Srinagar) through e-mail with a request  for hosting of the 

extension notice  on departments  website:  www.ifckashmir.com  
 Technical officer/A.A.O/ H.A Divisional office for information. 
 Notice Board.  
 Office file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sd/-
No. MIDS/Ts/ 5754-59  Executive Engineer,
Dated:- 07-03-2022    DIPK-19168/21 Mechanical Irrigation Division

 Srinagar

Life May Actually Flash Before 
Your Eyes On Death - New Study
 Holly Honderich | BBC

New data from a scientific "ac-
cident" has suggested that 
life may actually flash before 
our eyes as we die.

A team of scientists set out to measure 
the brainwaves of an 87-year-old pa-
tient who had developed epilepsy. But 
during the neurological recording, he 
suffered a fatal heart attack - offering 
an unexpected recording of a dying 
brain.
It revealed that in the 30 seconds be-
fore and after, the man's brainwaves 
followed the same patterns as dream-
ing or recalling memories.
Brain activity of this sort could sug-
gest that a final "recall of life" may 
occur in a person's last moments, the 
team wrote in their study, published 
in Frontiers in Aging Neuroscience on 
Tuesday.
Dr Ajmal Zemmar, a co-author of the 
study, said that what the team, then 
based in Vancouver, Canada, acciden-
tally got, was the first-ever recording 
of a dying brain.
He told the BBC: "This was actually 
totally by chance, we did not plan to 
do this experiment or record these 
signals."
So will we get a glimpse back at time 
with loved ones and other happy 
memories? Dr Zemmar said it was 
impossible to tell.
"If I were to jump to the philosophi-
cal realm, I would speculate that if the 
brain did a flashback, it would prob-
ably like to remind you of good things, 
rather than the bad things," he said.
"But what's memorable would be dif-
ferent for every person."
Dr Zemmar, now a neurosurgeon at 
the University of Louisville, said in 
the 30 seconds before the patient's 
heart stopped supplying blood to the 
brain, his brainwaves followed the 

same patterns as when we carry out 
high-cognitive demanding tasks, like 
concentrating, dreaming or recalling 
memories.

It continued 30 seconds after the pa-
tient's heart stopped beating - the 
point at which a patient is typically 
declared dead.
"This could possibly be a last recall of 
memories that we've experienced in 
life, and they replay through our brain 
in the last seconds before we die."
The study also raises questions about 
when, exactly, life ends - when the 
heart stops beating, or the brain stops 
functioning.
Dr Zemmar and his team have cau-
tioned that broad conclusions can't 
be drawn from a study of one. The fact 
that the patient was epileptic, with a 
bleeding and swollen brain, compli-
cates things further.
"I never felt comfortable to report one 

case," Dr Zemmar said. And for years 
after the initial recording in 2016, 
he looked for similar cases to help 
strengthen the analysis but was un-

successful.
But a 2013 study - carried out on 
healthy rats - may offer a clue.
In that analysis, US researchers re-
ported high levels of brainwaves at 
the point of the death until 30 sec-
onds after the rats' hearts stopped 
beating - just like the findings found 
in Dr Zemmar's epileptic patient.
The similarities between studies are 
"astonishing", Dr Zemmar said.
They now hope the publication of this one 
human case may open the door to other 
studies on the final moments of life.
"I think there's something mystical 
and spiritual about this whole near-
death experience," Dr Zemmar said. 
"And findings like this - it's a moment 
that scientists lives for."
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

BJP Ready To Forget 
370, Ayodhya

NEW DELHI-: Agonising uncertainty over formation 
of the new government at the Centre continued today 
with Congress and United Front dithering on a re-
union to jointly advance their claim and BJP hoping to 

ultimately benefit from their external contradiction.
The Front convenor and Andhra Pradesh chief minister N 

Chandrababu Naidu, who has reportedly strong reservations 
on the United Front supporting a coalition headed by Congress 
cancelled his visit to New Delhi.

The Telgu Desam party leader is likely to come only tomor-
row as the next move by the Congress on government formation 
becomes known after its working committee meeting.

A report from Hyderabad stated that wide-ranging consul-
tations undertaken by Naidu with the party leaders and its 12 
newly elected Lok Sabha members had thrown up only two op-
tions: Either to extend conditional support to BJP or to abstain 
from voting in the house to maintain equidistance from both 
BJP and Congress.

Meanwhile, BJP is said to have decided to put on back 
burner contentious issues like Ayodhya, Article 370 and uni-
form' civil code while formulating a national agenda that would 
form the basis for running a BJP-led coalition government at 
the centre.

Since the party had not been able to secure a clear majority 
on its own, it was felt that these issues should be kept aside so 
as to carry along its allies, particularly AIADMK, Trinomial 
Congress and Samata Party, who have strong reservation on 
these, the sources said.

A committee will be constituted for this purpose with 
members from all the major coalition partners after the meeting 
with the allies tomorrow.

 The idea to have a national agenda instead of a common 
minimum programme was suggested at an informal meeting 
of office bearers-yesterday as several members expressed their 
reservation against having a CMP as this experiment had not 
worked during the United Front government. The national 
agenda would be more effective in having a consensus among 
coalition partners in running the government with the focus be-
ing on tackling some of the pressing social and economic issues 
confronting the Nation, the sources said. 

(Kashmir Observer, 09 March, 1998)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5: 29

ZUHR 12:43

ASR 4:52

Magrib 6:36
ISHA 7: 56

•	 1862 - USS Monitor and CSS Merrimack battle in Hampton 
Roads

•	 1889 - Battle at Gallabat (Metema): Mahdi’s beat Abyssin-
ian emperor John IV.

•	 1891 - Great
•	 1891 - Great Blizzard of 1891 begins in England (lasts until 

13th March; 200 people and 6,000 animals killed).
•	 1893 - Congo cannibals killed thousands of Arabs
•	 1907 - 1st involuntary sterilization law enacted, Indiana.
•	 1916 - Germany declares war against Portugal.
•	 1925 - Pink’s War, the first RAF operation conducted inde-

pendently of the Army or Navy, begins.
•	 1935 - Adolf Hitler announces the creation of a new air 

force.
•	 1942 - Construction of the Alaska Highway began
•	 1945 - 334 US B-29 Superfortresses attack Tokyo with 

120,000 fire bombs
•	 1945 - Japanese proclaim “independence” of Indo-China.
•	 1961 - Soviet flight Sputnik 9 carries and returns a dog 

named Chernushka (Blackie), frogs and
•	 a guinea pig from orbit
•	 1962 - Egyptian Pres Nasser declares Gaza belongs to Pal-

estinians.
•	 1962 - US advisors in South-Vietnam join the fight
•	 1975 - Construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System 

begins.
•	 1986 - NASA announces searchers found remains of Chal-

lenger astronauts.
•	 1986 - Soviet probe Vega 2 flies by Halley’s Comet at 8,030 

km
•	 1989 - Soviet Union officially submits to jurisdiction of the 

World Court.
•	 1991- US 70th manned space mission STS 39 (Discovery 12) 

launches into orbit
•	 1994 - IRA launch 1st of 3 mortar attacks on London’s 

Heathrow Airport.
•	 2006 - Liquid water is discovered on Enceladus, the sixth 

largest moon of Saturn.
•	 2007 - The US Justice Department releases an internal au-

dit that found that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had 
acted illegally in its use of the USA Patriot Act to secretly 
obtain personal information about US citizens.

•	 2011 - Space Shuttle Discovery makes its final landing after 
39 flights.

•	 2013 - 19 people are killed in two suicide bombings in Kabul, 
Afghanistan

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

05  Shaban

1443

TM

CITY

29  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY Of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

PASSPORT OFFICE SRINAGAR
Hotel Lake Breeze Boulevard Road, Srinagar

Jammu &  Kaihmlr  190001   |  Email: ropsrinagar@mea.gov.in

Phone No. 0194-2500371, 374,375  |  Fax no- 0194-2500373

No. POSH/PAV/51/2005/22/Adinn Date: 02/03/2022

TENDER NOTICE HIRING OF VEHICLE

On behalf of President of India, tenders (technical Bid & Commercial Bid  ) are invited from interested 
firms/Agencies for hiring of two Non Ac vehicles on full day basis (Toyota innova/Mahindra Scorpio/
safari) and four wheeler Vehicle for passport office Srinagar c/o Hotel lake Breeze Boulevard Road, 
Srinagar 190001 for the period of two years. Quotations with separate technical and commercial 
bids, duly filled in the specified Performa, quoting the subject on the envelope, may be addressed 
to the passport office Srinagar C/o Hotel lake Breeze, Boulevard Road, Srinagar, 190001 and should 
reach this office within 10 days from date of publication of notice. x

Specified Performa along with all terms and conditions may be collected from the aforesaid address 
on any working day between 2 p.m to 4 p.m .

B,B, Nagar  
Regional Passport Officer 

ss Kashmir & Ladakh

Public Notice
I have lost Fitness bear-
ing No: JK03E-1927 Now 
I have applied for the 
duplicate of the same 
if anybody having any 
objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office 
of the ARTO ANANT-
NAG within a period of 
seven days from the 
date of publication of 
this notice. After that no 
objection shall be enter-
tained. 
Name:- Ashiq Hussain Mir
S/O :- Gull Mohd Mir
R/o :- Ashajipora 
Anantnag

rna

Press Release

To recognise the contribution and significance of women in various fields , the students of AGS, Ziran celebrated Women’s day on 
March 08 with great passion and enthusiasm. Celebration began with a movie being shown on Women Empowerment followed by 
speeches given by both the students and teachers wherein both the students and the teachers recognised the role and importance 
of women in life’s various domains , acknowledging various career options now available for women to excel in and inspired the au-
dience to show strength and perseverance in their lives. The celebration highlighted the theme of International Women’s Empow-
erment Day 2022 that is “Gender Equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”. The event culminated with a drawing competition for 
students of class Vth to VIIIthwherein the students actively participated and showcased their talent and creativity.

meda hub

OFFICE OF THE 
GENERAL MANAGER 

DISTRICT INDUSTRIES 
CENTRE SRINAGAR

ORDER No.167-Dev of 2022
Dated. 05-03-2022

Subject: - Permission for Change of 
line of Activity.

In consideration of the application dated. 19-02-20222 alongwith 
project report submitted by the unit holder which does not reflect 
any additional / diminished requirement of land for the proposed 
line of activity, in light of approval vide letter No.DI&C/Dev/48th 
APCC-II/2022/4737-50 dated: 31-01-2022, change in pollution 
category from Green to Green (ref no: JKPCC/DO/SGR/22/45-46 
dated: 22/02/2022), NOC from J&K SICOP vide No.SICOP/DM/I.E-
Zkt/21-22/717 dated. 24-02-2022 and given that the nature of ac-
tivity is compatible with the nature of estate, sanction is hereby ac-
corded for change of line of activity from cold storage to "Grinding 
of plastic scrap and compression of PVC pet bottles (small Scale) 
(On Provisional Basis), subject to production of, Supplementary 
lease deed, CTE from JK PCB, PAC/NOC from JK PDD, SFC, J&K 
Bank, SBI of the concerned area in favour of M/S Kahkashan Cold 
Storage I/E Zainakote, Srinagar provisionally registered with this 
office under No. 01/03/35390/Prov/MSME dt. 11.08.2015”. This or-
der however is subject to fulfillment of the conditions as stipulated 
above and the promoter must ensure that the new proposed line 
of activity be taken to production stage up to the Extended time 
period that is 30th   June 2022.
The other contents shall remain unchanged.
No: DICS/Dev/2022/2806-09  

General Manager District Industries 
Dated. 05-03-2022  Centre Srinagar  
Ishf Ko 

The Jammu And Kashmir 
Board Of School Education

New Campus Bemina Srinagar

I have passed/appeared in Secondary 
School Examination (Class- 10th)under 
Roll No:. 121004271  Session: Annual Reg  
Year 22021 through the Jammu and Kash-
mir Board of School Education. Due to the 
error committed by the concerned School/
parent, my  Mother's Name has been re-
corded with the Board as   Arsheeda Be-
gum while as actual  Mother's Name is Shaheena
Now, I have applied for correction/rectification of error in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education. New Cam-
pus Bernina. Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this 
regard, may file the same in the office of the Assistant Sec-
retary, Certificates-KD within seven days from the date of 
Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained. 
Name: Sameena Qadir
F/N: Ghulam Qadir Wani
M/N : Shaheena 
DOB 22-09-2006
Residence: Bamurad 

bmg

Inf

Az Ko

IASE Commemorates 
International Women’s Day

Syed Mohammad Burhan

Srinagar: The Institute of Ad-
vance Studies in Education on 
Tuesday held celebrationson 
International Women’s Day.

The International Wom-
en’s Day is celebrated on 8th 
March every year to celebrate 
the progress made towards 
achieving gender equality and 
women empowerment.

A daylong programme 
was held at the college au-
ditorium in which students 
and the faculty of the college 
took part.

The opening session 
started with the recitation of 
the College tarana by the col-
lege students.

The inaugural address 
was presented by the Princi-

pal of the College, Prof Ruhi 
Jan Kanth. She emphasized on 
the importance of commemo-
rating the day and acknowl-
edging the positive role wom-
en play in everyone’s lives.

“We live in a patriarchal 
setup and there is a need to 
end the culture of patriarchy 

and misogyny” she said.
She also underscored the 

need to appreciate women in 
their daily lives and acknowl-
edge their contribution.

“The role of women is of-
ten neglected which should 
not happen” she added.

During the course of the 

programme the students of 
the college undertook an oath 
to end the gender stereotypes 
prevalent in our society.

Dr Shaheen Akhtar, pre-
sented a keynote address 
and raised concern about the 
women health and the steps 
that needed to be taken in 
this regard.

The vote of thanks was 
presented by DrTabassum-
Maqbool and DrNuzhatNas-
reen was Rapporteur for 
the session.

A poster competition on the 
theme Mother-First School of 
the Child was also held in which 
many students participated.

In order to appreciate 
women the celebrations will 
go on for a week, the college 
Principal said. 

DC Srinagar Chairs 
DLSCC Meeting
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, Mo-
hammad AijazAsad Tuesday chaired a meeting 
of District Level Screening cum Coordination 
Committee (DLSCC) to decide cases of militancy 

affected persons here.
During the meeting, total 17 cases of victims of mil-

itancy-related incidents came up for discussion and af-
ter threadbare deliberations, the Deputy Commissioner 
sanctioned an amount of Rs 40 lakh in favour of the next 
of kin of Militancy victims under Death, Missing, Injured 
and Damaged cases of District Srinagar.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC said District Ad-
ministration Srinagar shall ensure there is nil pendency 
of such cases requiring immediate relief to the people. He 
stressed on the concerned Officers to ensure speedy dis-
posal of all such cases for timely clearance of the cases.

The meeting was attended by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, FazlulHaseeb and other con-
cerned officers. 

Extortionist held with 
weapon in Srinagar
Agencies

Srinagar: Police on Tuesday arrested an extortionist in Sri-
nagar and recovered a small weapon from his possession.

A police spokesman said that on receipt of specific in-
formation about extortion activities in the general area of 
Srinagar today. “One extortionist identified as Muzaffer 
Ahmad Rather, son of Muhammad Altaf Rather of Laloo 
Sheeshgaribagh Humhama Budgam was arrested with a 
small weapon from Shergarhi in Srinagar at about 5:30 PM.”

“He was extorting money from persons by instilling 
fear in them due to possession of this small weapon with 
him. A case under FIR number 31/2022 has been regis-
tered in P.S Shergarhi under relevant sections of IPC and 
Arms act,” police said, adding that further investigation 
in the case is underway.
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com
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killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
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Kashmiri origin.
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‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping
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comprehension. So,
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and normalisation of
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taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
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Hellhole Kashmir

T
he life of 18-year-old Rafiya Nazir from Hazratbal 
was snuffed out along with that of an elderly man 
in a grenade attack at Amira Kadal on Sunday. Rafiya 
had just passed her 12th class examination with 93 
percent marks and her father Nazir Ahmad Tinda 

dreamed of her becoming a doctor. Tragically, this was not to 
be. Rafiya was snatched away by the long-running violence in 
the Valley which has so far claimed thousands of lives and re-
duced them to mere statistics. She was in Lal Chowk shopping 
with her mother and sister when a grenade exploded close to 
them, killing a 79 year old man on the spot and injuring 33 oth-
ers. Rafiya’s mother and sister also sustained splinter injuries. 

Unfortunately, the killings like these in Kashmir even strug-
gle to become news in a world riven by unprecedented vio-
lence. On March 5, 57 worshippers were killed and over 100 
wounded when a blast ripped through a mosque in Pakistan’s 
Peshawar. And nobody would pay attention to Kashmir at a 
time when a full-scale war is ongoing in Ukraine with Russia 
on one side and the entire west led by the US on the other. And 
which, if no urgent measures are taken to defuse the crisis,  is 
threatening to escalate into a third world war. 

As for condemnations of the killings in Kashmir, it has be-
come a ritual now  And by Kashmir standards, if we start 
condemning all deaths, it will become a full-time job for any 
person or an organization. For then we have to do it everyday, 
twice a day with all the killings happening around us. The con-
demnations will also be selective, depending on which side of 
the ideological divide you are on. The issue, however, is not the 
condemnation, the issue is what do we do about the situation 
that leads to everyday killings. But nobody will talk about that. 

Such a muddled situation makes opinions and positions in 
Kashmir an inherently fraught affair. And hypocritical too. 
The union government is not helping the matters by refus-
ing to engage Kashmiris politically. The last several years have 
witnessed an exclusively security-centric approach towards 
Kashmir. The objective has been to eliminate insurgency by at-
tempting to kill all the militants within a specific timeframe. 
Viewed from that perspective, the security agencies have been 
exceptionally successful over the last two years. It is expected 
that the killings of the militants at this rate could drastically 
reduce their number. This, in turn, is expected to alter the po-
litical dynamics in Valley and usher in peace. 

But the deeper factors underpinning the current state of af-
fairs will linger on and can be expected to create conditions 
for yet another phase of violence and unrest. This has been 
the case over the past three decades. The militancy has gone 
through its crests and troughs but has never been wiped out. 
And same has been the case with the public unrest.  The future 
looks uncertain in Kashmir. And things are unlikely to look up 
unless New Delhi fundamentally changes its approach to the 
situation and moves away from a security-centric approach to 
one of empathy and engagement. And until that happens Rafi-
yas will continue to die a day in and day out. 

 Oh Baby 

C
ricket — the men’s version of the game — has for 
long defined all-rounder to mean someone who 
bats and bowls with proficiency. None of them 
have ever had to think of a baby-break in their 
careers, or feeding times and anxiety about who’s 

looking after the infant while they pile wickets and runs. 
Pakistan women’s captain Bismah Maroof had to not just fac-
tor in all that, but also consider if she could afford a travel-
ling nanny for her eight-month-old baby Fatima, when she 
resumed captaincy of the team ahead of the World Cup. Since 
she couldn’t, she wrapped up the baby, pram in tow, and 
went to New Zealand to do her job as the nation’s captain. 
Things on the field might not have gone to plan, a 107-run-
defeat ensued despite triggering a mini collapse, but rivals 
India were left weak-kneed as they gathered around Baby 
Fatima post-match. Selfies followed.

India and Pakistan cricketers have always maintained cordial 
relations on the sidelines of their face-off. Even politicians on 
both sides are aware that cricketers carry an aura which glows 
brighter than narrow nationalistic spiels. But what melted a 
million hearts on Sunday was the viral videos of Indians with 
Baby Fatima from the Bay Oval – and a shared pride that a 
woman from the subcontinent was going ahead and resuming 
her playing career, in cricket, no less, after childbirth.

Cricket dressing rooms — often associated with male cricket-
ers punching glasses and breaking doors and flinging bats in 
frustration — can now be places for baby babble after a game 
well played. Male cricketers have flaunted their babies at re-
tirements and at landmark games. Women’s cricket has kept 
it authentic, bringing the baby to work in a country where the 
Prime Minister has pretty much taken hers to Parliament, and 
then putting in a hard day at play.

The Indian Express 

Education For All
W

E live in a society 
in which merit is 
considered to be 
purely related to 
an individuals tal-

ent and hard work, it is important 
to understand that meritocracy is 
a product of privilege and anybody 
can fetch a good merit if given the 
proper guidance and equipped with 
adequate resources. As long we 
turn a blind eye to this basic fact we 
can never lift our population out 
of poverty, achieve great miles and 
harness our societies true potential. 
It is important to establish a level 

playing filed where everyone gets 
an equal opportunity to explore 
their interests and hone their skills. 
The government has to reach out to 
people and apprise them about the 
importance of education.

Investing on educating the youth 
will have countless benefits for 
the society. It is necessary that the 
government incentivises people to 
enrol their children in schools and 
higher educational institutes and 
ensures that the quality education 
is imparted to the students by cer-
tified teachers professors .In Kash-
mir, the past several years have 

dented the education system quite 
badly especially for the underprivi-
leged, the provision of quality edu-
cation was disrupted by the politi-
cal crises and the outbreak of the 
Covid was a final nail in the coffin. 
This period has witnessed a high 
drop out rate especially among 
girls. According to the the Minis-
try of education report the drop 
out rate among secondary and el-
ementary education levels has in-
creased to 16.6 % and 3.7% from 
2019 to 2020.One primary reason 
for the dropout rate can be attrib-
uted to bias for boys' education 

which prevails in our society. The 
remedy for correcting this problem 
is to provide the girls with the nec-
essary resources to continue their 
education. The government should 
subsidise the provision of books or 
give them at a free cost, this may 
seem insignificant but this is an 
impediment for many in our soci-
ety. We should ensure that no child 
is bereft of education because of 
the lack of capital.

Safoora Shafi
Safooras@gmail.com

Raj Bhavan’s Probe Into 
PM Ujjwala Scam 

RTI Helps Complainant To Get The Matter Investigated At Highest Level 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat 

 

F
inally, Raj Bhavan has taken cognizance 
of irregularities in PM’s Ujjwala Yojna 
in J&K  particularly in district Budgam.  
The Lt Governor’s  Secretariat recently 
directed the Commissioner Secretary to 

Govt Food Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs 
(FCS & CA) to probe the matter and submit the 
report within 3 days.  For more than a year, sev-
eral complaints had been pouring in from differ-
ent areas of J&K particularly  in the upper reach-
es of Budgam district where people were looted 
by LPG companies. People had to pay money for 
Ujjwala LPG cylinders and stoves which other-
wise were to be given free of cost. 

Taking cognizance of a complaint filed by 
an RTI activist Mushtaq Ahmad Lone,  a resi-
dent of Batwodder Surasyar Chadoora in dis-
trict Budgam, the LG’s Secretariat directed  the 
Commissioner Secretary FCS & CA to get the 
matter enquired thoroughly . He has also been 
asked to submit the report to LGs Secretariat 
by March 3rd 2022 .

Background 

LG Manoj Sinha in his monthly radio programme 
Awam ki Awaz  had spoken about the PM’s Ujjwala 
Yojna in his Awam ki Awaz programme on Nov 
21st 2021. 

Mushtaq  had brought the matter into the no-
tice of LG Sinha by writing to him a detailed 
letter. LG highlighted this issue in the Awam ki 
Awaz radio broadcast and assured Mushtaq a 
probe into the issue.

After a month, when Mushtaq didn’t hear 
anything from Raj Bhavan, he filed an applica-
tion under Right to Information Act (RTI) in LG’s 
Secretariat to know about the status of his com-
plaint which was discussed by Lt Governor dur-
ing Awam ki Awaz programme . 

Information Sought 

On December 21st 2021, Mushtaq Ahmad Lone 
filed an application under RTI Act seeking details 
of action taken by LG’s office on his complaint. 
The RTI application reads as : 

During Awam ki Awaz programme dated Nov 
21st Hon’ble LG Shri Manoj Sinha spoke about 
PM Ujjwala Yojna. I had sent a complaint to him 
on the issue as there is a lot of misappropriation 
of funds and corruption. I would like to seek fol-
lowing information in this regard: 

1. Has your office made any formal communi-
cation with LPG companies or Govt on the 
issue of PM’s Ujjwala Yojna which is marred 
by large scale corruption in J&K especially 
District Budgam ?

2. Kindly provide a copy of the letter that has 
gone from Raj Bhavan to concerned officers 
for investigating the issue. 

3. Has any response been received by Raj Bha-
van in this case ? Please provide the certified 
copies of the letters received in this regard

4. Has Raj Bhavan directed Govt or Deputy 
Commissioners to upload a list of PM’s Ujj-
wala beneficiaries on the official websites ? 

Special Secretary intervenes 

When Mushtaq didn’t receive any information  
within stipulated time from the Public Informa-
tion Officer  Pankaj Bagotra (Additional  Secretary 

), he filed first appeal before Mr Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma, Special Secretary who is the designated  
First Appellate Authority (FAA) . 

The FAA called Mushtaq for an online hearing 
through Zoom on February 25th 2022. The PIO 
was also present during the hearing.

Before the appeal hearing, the Special Secretary 
ensured Mushtaq was given a better audience. 
The Raj Bhavan officials called him several times 

a few days before hearing  to make sure he had 
better internet connectivity. 

The FAA (Special Secretary) told Mushtaq dur-
ing the hearing that he would write a letter to 
the General Administration Department (GAD) 
and Food Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs 
Department. The officer finally made a fresh 
communication with Food Department and 
asked the Commissioner Secretary on behalf of 
Lt Governor to probe into the issue. A report was 
sought within 3 days only.   

No Probe Initiated 

There are several videos on social media 
which prove that indigent people in J&K have 
been looted, especially in Budgam district. Lo-
cal news channels have  exposed it as well. 
Newspapers have been writing about it but the 
government is least bothered to even investi-
gate this matter. The matter had to be taken up 
at the highest level (Raj Bhavan). This author 
has been  uploading all the videos and news-
paper articles about the Ujjwala scam on social  
media. The Deputy Commissioner of Budgam is 
aware of all this as his official Twitter handle 
was tagged by me  several times about this. 

However, unfortunately, he has not even asked 
an SHO of the area to file an FIR on the issue. Is 
this good governance ? 

Poor people are being scammed by LPG compa-
nies and their dealers not only in J&K but at the 
national level as well. 

In August 2019, Uttar Pradesh Police had also 
exposed a scam involving this scheme in the Bal-
rampur district, and later that year the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of India unearthed a mas-
sive scam under this scheme as well. This needs a 
CBI inquiry across all states.

Earlier this year, free ration meant for the poor 
under the PM Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojna was loot-
ed, and it was reported by Kashmir Observer  and 
I exposed this in my weekly programme Inkishaf 
as well. That matter, too, is yet to be probed by the 
Deputy Commissioner Budgam. 

Mushtaq had filed complaints at various fo-
rums. He was assured of action but till date not 
even an FIR has been filed against the culprits 
who took money from poor people for Ujjwala 
LPG gas which is to be given free of cost to BPL 
families. The Assistant Director  Food Budgam 
also got the matter verified after being directed 
by LGs grievance cell but that report was also 
not made public. 

Conclusion 

PM Ujjwala scheme is marred by large scale cor-
ruption in Jammu & Kashmir.

In Budgam district Mushtaq and his colleagues 
went to several villages to see whether beneficia-
ries have received the subsidized gas or not but on 
the ground they were told that people had to pay 
money (Rs 2000 to 4000) for it. As the matter has 
now been taken up by Raj Bhavan directly with 
administrative department of Food Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs department, it is hoped that 
culprits will be brought to justice soon. 

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is a Srinagar based activist 
and columnist. He is an Anant Fellow for Climate Action 
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AI and Cybersecurity Arms Race
Sagar Samtani

T
he average business receives 10,000 
alerts every day from the various soft-
ware tools it uses to monitor for intrud-
ers, malware and other threats. Cyber-
security staff often find themselves 

inundated with data they need to sort through to 
manage their cyber defenses.

The stakes are high. Cyberattacks are increasing 
and affect thousands of organizations and mil-
lions of people in the U.S. alone.

These challenges underscore the need for better 
ways to stem the tide of cyber-breaches. Artificial 
intelligence is particularly well suited to finding 
patterns in huge amounts of data. As a researcher 
who studies AI and cybersecurity, I find that AI is 
emerging as a much-needed tool in the cyberse-
curity toolkit.

Helping humans

There are two main ways AI is bolstering cyber-
security. First, AI can help automate many tasks 
that a human analyst would often handle manu-
ally. These include automatically detecting un-
known workstations, servers, code repositories 
and other hardware and software on a network. 
It can also determine how best to allocate secu-
rity defenses. These are data-intensive tasks, and 
AI has the potential to sift through terabytes of 
data much more efficiently and effectively than a 
human could ever do.

Second, AI can help detect patterns within large 
quantities of data that human analysts can’t see. 
For example, AI could detect the key linguistic 
patterns of hackers posting emerging threats in 
the dark web and alert analysts.

More specifically, AI-enabled analytics can help 
discern the jargon and code words hackers de-
velop to refer to their new tools, techniques and 
procedures. One example is using the name Mirai 
to mean botnet. Hackers developed the term to 
hide the botnet topic from law enforcement and 
cyberthreat intelligence professionals.

AI has already seen some early successes in 
cybersecurity. Increasingly, companies such as 
FireEye, Microsoft and Google are developing 
innovative AI approaches to detect malware, sty-
mie phishing campaigns and monitor the spread 
of disinformation. One notable success is Micro-
soft’s Cyber Signals program that uses AI to ana-
lyze 24 trillion security signals, 40 nation-state groups and 140 hacker groups to produce cyber- threat intelligence for C-level executives.

Federal funding agencies such as the Depart-
ment of Defense and the National Science Foun-
dation recognize the potential of AI for cyber-
security and have invested tens of millions of 
dollars to develop advanced AI tools for extract-
ing insights from data generated from the dark 
web and open-source software platforms such as 
GitHub, a global software development code re-
pository where hackers, too, can share code.

Downsides of AI

Despite the significant benefits of AI for cyber-
security, cybersecurity professionals have ques-
tions and concerns about AI’s role. Companies 
might be thinking about replacing their human 
analysts with AI systems, but might be worried 
about how much they can trust automated sys-
tems. It’s also not clear whether and how the 
well-documented AI problems of bias, fairness, 
transparency and ethics will emerge in AI-based 
cybersecurity systems.

Also, AI is useful not only for cybersecurity pro-
fessionals trying to turn the tide against cyber-
attacks, but also for malicious hackers. Attackers 
are using methods like reinforcement learning 
and generative adversarial networks, which gen-
erate new content or software based on limited 
examples, to produce new types of cyberattacks 
that can evade cyber defenses.

Researchers and cybersecurity professionals 
are still learning all the ways malicious hackers 
are using AI.

The road ahead

Looking forward, there is significant room for 
growth for AI in cybersecurity. In particular, the 
predictions AI systems make based on the pat-
terns they identify will help analysts respond 
to emerging threats. AI is an intriguing tool that 
could help stem the tide of cyberattacks and, 
with careful cultivation, could become a required 
tool for the next generation of cybersecurity pro-
fessionals.

The current pace of innovation in AI, however, 
indicates that fully automated cyber battles be-
tween AI attackers and AI defenders is likely 
years away.

The author is Assistant Professor of Op-
erations and Decision Technologies, Indiana 

University. The article is being reproduced by 
arrangements with The Conversation 
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malware, stymie phishing campaigns and monitor 
the spread of disinformation

The Self Hate Scam 
Ashley Broadwater

W
hen therapist Lizandra 
Leigertwood’s friend 
asked to borrow a large 
sum of money, she im-
mediately had an answer 

in mind: no. But instead, she said yes. This 
hurt both her and the relationship.

“Eventually, by me not having healthy 
boundaries, it caused the friendship to 
become strained,” said Leigertwood, a 
therapist with New Frame Counselling 
& Psychotherapy. “Not only did I not re-
ceive back the loan, I became resentful. 
That wasn’t just down to my friend not 
being a very good friend — part of the 
problem was down to me not communi-
cating or asserting my boundaries.”

This is one of several behaviors that 
can cause us to be mad at (or even hate) 
ourselves. Here are some other sneaky 
actions impeding your ability to feel self-
love, as well as steps to take afterward.

Self-sabotaging
Directly disrespecting our personal 

boundaries is only one way in which we 
self-sabotage.

“For example, we might be getting over 
an ex and starting to feel good about our-
selves, but then end up sleeping with 
them, leaving us once again reeling from 
the pain of the original breakup,” said Han-
nah Beckett-Pratt, a psychotherapist with 
WellSpace Counselling. “Or, we might be 
close to a promotion at work, but go out 
the night before a big presentation and fail 
to impress when it counts. A very common 
form of self-sabotage is procrastination.”

If you’ve had these experiences before, 
you know how easy it is to give in to 
those temptations and think it’ll be fine. 
But then, when the results are bad, we 
(understandably) feel upset.

The fix: Think about what the thoughts 
and emotions underlying your self-sabo-
taging behaviors are.

“Often, sneaky behaviors hint at much 
deeper negative core beliefs, such as ‘I’m 
not enough’ or ‘I’ll never succeed in life,’” 
Beckett-Pratt said. “Even though these 
aren’t nice, they are familiar and we keep 
them so by unconsciously confirming 
them through sneaky behaviors.”

She suggested keeping an open mind 
and “experimenting” with new behaviors, 
“rather than criticizing and setting rules 
for ourselves, which we likely will rebel 
against, leading us back to self-sabotage.” 
Those new behaviors are usually ones that 
are more helpful in the long run.

Lying by omission or commission
We may lie to others either outright (by 

commission) or by leaving out crucial in-
formation (by omission). This could in-

clude lying about where we’re going or 
what we’re doing, or secretly engaging in 
an unhealthy habit.

“It can often lead us to feeling shame 
and guilt, and hate for ourselves that we 
do them or feel the ways we feel that lead 
to the behaviors,” said Cassandra Fallon, 
a therapist and regional clinic director at 
Thriveworks in Colorado Springs.

The fix: If you’re tired of doing this, Fal-
lon recommended seeking support.

“When we do catch ourselves, getting 
help is a great first step, either from 
those around us, self-exploration, or 
seeking out a personal coach, mentor 
or mental health professional,” she said. 
“Some of us may even seek out time 
with our best friends to help us figure 
out what is triggering our behavior, fears 
[and] stressors. Feeling self-loathing or 
self-hate can mean that we need [to] 
explore the people we have in our lives 
[and] the ways we are living our lives.”

Negative self-talk
With all the diet talk and self-help 

content out there, negative self-talk can 
weasel its way in before we notice it. You 
might say cruel things to yourself about 
your intelligence, appearance or talents. 
You may feel a constant, urgent need to 
“better” yourself.

“We say things to ourselves that we 
wouldn’t dream of saying aloud to an-
other person,” said Leigertwood. “Nega-
tive self-talk can be incredibly insidious 
and can lurk beneath everyday thoughts. 
People generally don’t want to think that 
they hate themselves, but treating them-
selves poorly isn’t an act of self-love.”

The fix: Leigertwood recommended 
keeping a journal or mood diary to help 
you stay aware of this negative talk. Once 
you recognize the thoughts, challenge 
them so you have a more balanced view.

“When you actively practice self-com-
passion through self-care practices and 
self-kindness, it can help you shift your 
negative self-talk into more nurturing 
and soothing statements,” she said.

Behaviors or choices that don’t align 

with who you are
Have you ever done something and 

then thought, “This isn’t me”? That’s an 
incongruent behavior.

“Incongruence refers to when our be-
haviors are somewhat different to our 
internal experiences; they do not reflect 
our true thoughts and feelings,” Beckett-
Pratt said.

An example she gave is when you have 
a secret affair despite knowing it’s un-
sustainable and harmful. “Such behav-
iors distance us from our true selves and 
ultimately leave us feeling lost, lonely, 
frustrated and unfulfilled,” she added.

So if acting these ways makes us feel so 
bad, why do we engage in them? “Fear 
underlies most sneaky behaviors, wheth-
er that is fear of failing, or even a fear of 
succeeding in living and being how we 
truly want,” Beckett-Pratt continued.

Additionally, we sometimes feel pres-
sured to act a certain way because of a 
holiday or pop culture. “Instead of con-
sidering what health means to us and 

the best way to achieve it within our 
current lifestyle, we just leap on the lat-
est diet trend and then blame and shame 
ourselves a couple of weeks later when 
we can’t sustain it,” she said.

Leigertwood’s experience saying “yes” 
when she meant “no” is another ex-
ample. She explained why we might fall 
into that trap, saying, “We think that by 
saying ‘yes’ when we mean ‘no’ that we 
are being kind, but it’s really being par-
ticularly unkind to ourselves. When we 
treat ourselves poorly, it can open the 
door for others to do the same.”

The fix: When you notice you’ve en-
gaged in this kind of behavior, be com-
passionate with yourself — which is 
easier said than done, I know! — and try 
to do better next time.

“If your incongruence appears as peo-
ple-pleasing, experiment with putting 
your own needs first,” Beckett-Pratt sug-
gested. “When a friend asks where you’d 
like to eat, choose somewhere instead of 
saying you don’t mind.”

After, focus on how the outcome made 
you feel, and if that’s a feeling you want 
to have again. This can encourage you to 
make healthy changes.

If not-people-pleasing is difficult for 
you, she recommended asking people to 
hold you accountable, letting them know 
your struggles and goals.

Leigertwood recommended listening 
to your body and emotions. When you 
feel angry or resentful, you know your 
behavior needs to change.

“Give yourself some time to reflect be-
fore you respond with an answer. Even if 
it means telling people that you’ll get back 
to them later once you’ve had a chance to 
think,” she said. “This can give you the 
space you need to tune into whether 
you’re genuine about your ‘yes.’”

Practicing self-love in these ways can be 
tricky and we’ll mess up. That’s OK! Just 
remember it’s important to practice self-
compassion as best you can throughout 
it all. As author Lori Deschene said, “We 
can’t hate ourselves into a version of our-
selves we can love.”

Beckett-Pratt reminds us self-love isn’t 
just a daily pill to take. “Real self-love 
requires consistent and deliberate com-
mitment to congruence and self-aware-
ness over a long period of time; it is the 
antithesis of sneaky behavior.”

Ashley Broadwater is a freelance 
writer who focuses on relationships and 
health topics. The article was originally 

published by Huffpost 
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Militants Luring Youth
Talking to reporters on the sidelines 

of an International Women’s Day func-
tion here, he appealed to people to rise 
up against militant networks to stop 
such incidents.

“It was a very cowardice act, where-
in women and men were going about 
their daily business and shopping, and 
you throw a grenade in which you lose 
two people and many are injured. I 
think it is condemnable,” he said when 
asked about the attack at the market.

The lieutenant general said, “Having 
realised that they are not able to do 
major difference to security param-
eters, the people who are propagating 
and the nexus that is trying to push 
militancy in Kashmir, are using so-
called hybrid militant, young men, to 
lob grenades, especially in populated 
areas”.

It is only possible to control “such 
grenade attacks or such mindless kill-
ings when society rises up against the 
nexus”, he said.

On the ceasefire agreement between 
India and Pakistan completing a year 
and the situation at the Line of Control 
(LoC), Lt Gen Pandey said the situation 
at the LoC is “absolutely good”.

“It is absolutely fine. The people are 
enjoying their daily routine. I think it 
is a great, great thing which has hap-
pened, especially for the people of 
border areas like Uri, Keran, Tangdhar, 
who were suffering due to ceasefire 
violations,” he said.

The commander said the enemy used 
to deliberately target buildings, hous-
es, schools and farms of people on this 
side.

“This one year has been a good time 
for them (people residing in border ar-
eas), wherein children have been able 
to go to school, people have been able 
to go to their respective businesses, 
their farms, and there is progress, 
which has come to border areas. I think 
life is much, much better for the people 
there (now),” he said.

The commander also said that 
women of the Kashmir Valley, who 

otherwise were pushed to the wall in 
the past, have started coming to the 
forefront, helping in preventing boys 
from treading the wrong path.

2 Khanyar Youth 
Held

He said Section 302 of IPC and sec-
tions 3,4 of explosive substances act 
were added to this case after the death 
of the two civilians.

Giving more details that led to the 
arrest of the two youth, the spokesper-
son said that due to the “heinous na-
ture” of the case and due to the panic it 
created among the general public, SSP 
Srinagar Rakesh Balwal constituted a 
7-member SIT headed by SP South to 
investigate the grenade attack.

“The SIT employed modern means of 
investigation and based on the tech-
nical evidences like minute frame by 
frame analysis of the CCTV footages 
of scene of crime, footages of CCTVs in 
the whole of Srinagar city, Cell Tower 
dump analysis, IP dump analysis, rec-
reation of crime scene and by exami-
nation of some eye witnesses,” he said.

Based on these, the spokesperson 
said that SIT was able to identify two 
accused who came on a two wheeler 
without number-plate to commit this 
crime and fled on the same vehicle af-
ter committing the militant act.

During the intense analysis of the 
CCTV trail in Srinagar city, he said, the 
route adopted by both accused was 
located back to one neighbourhood in 
Khanyar.

He said the first accused Mohd Bariq 
was arrested from Khanyar and his 
initial examination led to the arrest of 
second accused Fazil Nabi. He said that 
the two wheeler used in this grenade 
attack was also seized by SIT.

The accused, as per the spokesperson 
had carried out the attack on the di-
rections of active militants in Kashmir 
valley.

“The plan was to attack the parked 
security vehicle but due to grenade 
throwing from a moving two-wheeler, 

the target was missed and grenade 
exploded in an adjacent crowded area 
where many road-side vendors and 
buyers were busy in routine works,” he 
said.

Further, the spokesperson said that 
it was also found that this particular 
area was chosen due to the omnipres-
ent chaos and turbulent traffic in this 
stretch of area due to unorganised ven-
dors and stalls on the road.

He recalled two other grenade at-
tacks in the area on January 25 and 
August 10 last year.

“Further investigation is underway 
and is in full swing in this case,” the 
spokesperson said, adding “This act of 
grenade throwing created terror, pan-
ic and anguish among the masses in 
whole of Srinagar city,”

The spokesperson also urged all 
commercial establishments and shops 
to install CCTV cameras inside and out-
side their establishments, as per advi-
sory issued by DC Srinagar, they said.

“This will act as strong deterrence to 
all the anti-social elements, who think 
of committing such atrocious crimes,” 
he added.

Govt To Keep 
Schools

system mechanism in place so that a 
risk assessment of Covid-19 infection is 
done in these schools on routine basis 
till the disease enters an endemic stage 
of this current pandemic,” the state-
ment said.

“These teams shall be visiting public 
as well as private schools in their mon-
itoring districts and will submit first 
hand reports from these educational 
institutions regarding the implementa-
tion of CAB and SOPs to the Divisional 
Administration,” it added.

The statement further read that 
all the district administrators were 
also directed by the Divisional 
Administration to keep strong robust 
surveillance mechanisms intact in 
their districts so that these institu-
tions function in a hassle free manner 

as they have been reopened after a gap 
of two years.

“It was given out that the Divisional 
Administration has also directed 
school authorities to follow CAB all 
the time within their schools so that 
the administration is able to contin-
ue its decision regarding reopening 
of schools in a very smooth way,” the 
handout read.

“Meanwhile, any school showing de-
railment in following the set SOPs, CAB 
shall warrant strict action from the ad-
ministration,” it added.

India To Resume

Air bubble arrangements will also 
stand revoked thereafter, he said.

In an air bubble arrangement formed 
between two nations, carriers of each 
country are allowed to operate limited 
number of international flights to oth-
er’s territory with specific restrictions.

Just 3,993 fresh coronavirus infec-
tions -- the lowest in 662 days -- were 
recorded in India on Tuesday, accord-
ing to the Union health ministry.

In a statement, the MoCA said that 
international operations from March 
27 will be subject to strict adherence to 
Union health ministry guidelines that 
were issued on February 10.

“After having recognised the in-
creased vaccination coverage across 
the globe and in consultation with 
stakeholders, the Government of India 
has decided to resume scheduled com-
mercial international passenger ser-
vices to and from India from March 
27, 2022, i.e. start of summer schedule 
2022,” it said.

The suspension of scheduled com-
mercial international passenger ser-
vices to and from India, thus, stands 
extended only up to 23:59 hrs (Indian 
standard time) on March 26, 2022, and 
air bubble arrangements shall accord-
ingly be extended to this extent only, 
the MoCA said.

The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) had on November 
26, 2021, announced that India will 

resume scheduled international pas-
senger flights from December 15, 2021.

Just a day later, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi asked the civil avia-
tion Ministry and the DGCA to review 
its decision in wake of rising concerns 
over COVID-19 variant Omicron.

On December 1, 2021, the DGCA re-
voked its November 26 decision with-
out saying how long the suspension 
of scheduled international flights will 
continue.

Truck Driver 
Charred 

Later, the Fire and emergency ser-
vices personnel rushed to the scene on 
information and extinguished the fire. 
However, the vehicle was gutted and 
the driver was charred to death. “We 
have not yet identified the truck driver. 
We will inform his family once we will 
identify him,” said the police officer.

The truck driver’s body was sent to 
the emergency hospital Qazigund for 
post-mortem by police .

Helpdesk 
Inaugurated

on the special occasion of the 
International Women’s Day is the icing 
on the cake,” he said.

He said that with this they have also 
added 16 jobs at the airport, thereby 
contributing to the economic develop-
ment of Srinagar.

7 Gamblers Arrested
where they remain in custody,” the 

spokesperson said.
“Accordingly, cases under relevant 

sections of law have been registered in 
respective Police Stations and further 
investigation has been initiated,” he 
added.
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India Downgraded To 
"Partly Free" In Report 
By US Think Tank

Agenceis

India was downgraded to "partly 
free" for the first time since 1997 in 
an annual ranking of democracies 

by the U.S.-government funded re-
search group Freedom House, which 
cited worsening civil rights under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The world's largest democracy 
slipped in rankings this year be-
cause of continuing discrimination 
against its Muslim citizens and in-
creased harassment of government 
critics and journalists, according to 
the "Freedom in the World' report 
released by the Washington-based 
organization.

The report cited "a multi-year 
pattern in which the Hindu nation-

alist government and its allies have 
presided over rising violence and 
discriminatory policies." It listed sev-
eral events in 2020 like religious riots 
in Delhi, use of sedition laws against 
critics and hardships endured by 
migrant workers after PM Modi an-
nounced a sudden lockdown to con-
trol the coronavirus pandemic.

India was among 73 nations 
downgraded for declines in political 
rights and civil liberties, affecting 
three-fourths of the world's popu-
lation. The report, which ranks 210 
nations, found that states desig-
nated "Not Free" have reached the 
highest since 2006. Those affected 
included not just authoritarian 
states like China, Belarus, and Ven-
ezuela, but also troubled democra-

cies like the U.S. and India.
India's status change means that 

less than 20% of the world's people 
now live in a "free" country -- the 
smallest proportion since 1995, 
the report said. The changes in In-
dia since PM Modi took charge in 
2014 "form part of a broader shift in 
the international balance between 
democracy and authoritarianism, 
with authoritarians generally en-
joying impunity for their abuses 
and seizing new opportunities to 
consolidate power or crush dis-
sent," the report said.

Freedom House was formally 
established in New York in 1941 to 
promote American involvement in 
World War II and the fight against 
fascism, according to its website.

India's status change means that less than 20% of the world's people now live in a "free" country.

19 Myanmar Cops Seek Refuge In India 
Rather Than Carry Out Junta's Orders
Agenceis

New Delhi: At least 19 Myanmar police 
have crossed into India to escape taking 
orders from a military junta that is trying 
to suppress protests against last month's 
coup, a police official said on Thursday, 
adding that more were expected.

The men have crossed into Cham-
phai and Serchhip, two districts in 
Mizoram that share a porous border 
with Myanmar, the official said, declin-
ing to be named because of the sensi-
tivity of the issue.

All the men, who are lower-ranking 
policemen, were unarmed, the official 
said. "We are expecting more to come," 
he said, citing intelligence reports.

There have been several instances re-
counted on social media of police joining 
the civil disobedience movement and 
protests against the junta, with some ar-
rested, but this is the first reported case 
of police fleeing Myanmar.

The official said that the police-
men crossed over fearing persecution 
for disobeying orders and would be 
temporarily housed by local Indian au-
thorities.

"They didn't want to take orders 
against the civil disobedience move-
ment," he said, referring to the agita-

tion in Myanmar calling for the reversal 
of the February 1 coup and the release 
of elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Of the 19, three Myanmar police-
men came across the border near the 
town of North Vanlaiphai in Serchhip 
district on Wednesday afternoon and 
authorities there were assessing their 
health, another police official said.

"What they said is they got instruc-
tions from the military rulers which 
they cannot obey, so they have run 
away," Serchhip Superintendent of Po-
lice Stephen Lalrinawma told Reuters.

"They are seeking refuge because 
of the military rule in Myanmar," Lal-

rinawma said.
India shares a 1,600 km (1,000 mile) 

land border with Myanmar, where 
more than 50 people have been killed 
during protests against the coup.

The junta overthrew a democrati-
cally elected government, and detained 
its leader, Suu Kyi, having disputed her 
party's landslide victory in November.

India is already home to thousands 
of refugees from Myanmar, including 
ethnic Chin people and Rohingya who 
fled the southeast Asian country dur-
ing previous bouts of violence.

A Chin community leader in New 
Delhi said police have rarely fled to India.
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Explain Rationale Behind 
Classification For COVID-19 
Vaccination: HC to Centre
Press Trust of India

NEw DElHI: The Delhi High 
Court on Thursday asked the 
Centre to explain the rationale 
behind keeping strict control 
over class of persons who can 
be vaccinated against COVID-19 
currently as under the present 
system those above the age of 60 
years or with co-morbidities can 
receive vaccination.

The High Court said the two 
institutes which have developed 
the vaccines COVISHIELD and 
COVAXIN – Serum Institute of 
India and Bharat Biotech – have 
more capacity to provide the vac-
cines but it seems that their full 
capacity is not being exploited.

"We are not utilising it fully. 
We are either donating it to for-
eign countries or selling it to 
them and are not vaccinating our 
own people. So there has to be 
that sense of responsibility and 
urgency," a Bench of Justices Vip-
in Sanghi and Rekha Palli said.

The High Court directed the 
two institutes to file separate af-
fidavits on their capacity to man-
ufacture the vaccines on per day, 
per week and per month basis 
and also the current optic of the 
vaccines and how much unused 
capacity is lying.

They also have to indicate if 
they can scale up their produc-
tion capacities, it said.

“Union of India shall file an 
affidavit disclosing the capacity 
to transport the vaccines while 
maintaining the whole chain, 
particularly to the NCT of Delhi. 
The Union of India shall also indi-
cate the extent to which it is pres-
ently being used,” the court said.

“The Union of India shall ex-
plain the rationale behind keep-
ing strict control over class of 
persons who can be vaccinated 
as noticed in our last order. Under 
the present system, persons above 
60 years of age and between 45 to 
60 years with co-morbidities can 
receive vaccination.

“An affidavit to be filed by the 
Union of India disclosing the ratio-
nale for such classification,” it said.

It also asked the Delhi Gov-
ernment to carry out inspection 
of medical facilities available in 
court complexes here and to re-
port if COVID-19 vaccination cen-
tres could be set up there and also 
the short comings in facilities.

The High Court asked all the 
authorities to file their affidavits 
by March 9 and listed the matter 
for further hearing on March 10.

The High Court was hearing a 
PIL initiated by it to examine the 
demand of Bar Council of Delhi 
to declare all people associated 
with the judicial functioning, 
including judges, court staff and 

lawyers as “frontline workers” so 
that they could receive COVID-19 
vaccination on priority and with-
out limitations of their age or 
physical condition.

It also asked the Delhi High 
Court Bar Association and BCD 
to disclose the strength of mem-
bers registered with them to get 
an idea of number of people to 
be vaccinated in the judicial sys-
tem in the national capital.

During the hearing, the coun-
sel for Bharat Biotech sought to 
know the target audience for 
vaccination and whether the am-
bit was entire judiciary.

Additional Solicitor General 
Chetan Sharma and advocate 
Anil Soni, representing the Cen-
tre, informed the court that 
selection of class of people for 
vaccination was a policy decision 
which was taken by an expert 
body.

Sharma informed the High 
Court that a similar petition was 
pending before the Supreme 
Court and will come up for hear-
ing on Monday.

To this, the Bench said the is-
sue here was to find out if the 
whole judicial system, including 
judges, lawyers and court staff, 
can be prioritised without age 
and co-morbidities limitation.

On Wednesday, the High Court 
had taken suo motu cognisance 
and initiated on its own a public 
interest litigation on the basis of 
a communication received from 
the Bar Council of Delhi.

It had said there is a clear 
pattern emerging that the num-
ber of COVID-19 positive cases 
increase with greater intermin-
gling and congregation of people.

It had said premises and court 
rooms of the High Court, which 
is scheduled to resume physical 
functioning from March 15, and 
some of the district courts are air-
conditioned and with increased 
footfall, there is likelihood of the 
rate of infection amongst those 
who attend the courts spiking, 
once the full-fledged physical 
functioning of courts in Delhi 
resumes. It had noted that in the 
first round, frontline workers, 
particularly of the medical com-
munity were covered, and others 
such as the police force have al-
ready been covered.

The court had referred to a 
communication sent to the Chief 
Justice by Bar Council of Delhi 
chairman Ramesh Gupta request-
ing that appropriate directions 
be issued to the authorities con-
cerned to make available neces-
sary infrastructure in court prem-
ises, particularly in dispensaries 
for vaccinating the members of 
the judicial system by treating 
them as frontline workers.

Taj Mahal Vacated After 
Hoax Bomb Call

Press Trust of India

NEw DElHI/AgRA: The Taj Ma-
hal complex in Agra was vacated 
on Thursday morning following 
a hoax bomb call, officials said.

They said an unidentified 
person called the 112 emer-
gency response number of the 
Uttar Pradesh police at around 
9 am and claimed that a bomb 
was kept inside the monument 
— that is conserved by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) and protected by armed 

personnel of the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF).

The Uttar Pradesh police im-
mediately informed the CISF 
personnel, who asked the visi-
tors to vacate the premises of 
the iconic 17th-century monu-
ment and launched anti-sabo-
tage checks around 9.15 am.

“Nothing suspicious has been 
found and the checks are almost 
done,” a senior CISF officer said 
in Delhi. The hoax call has been 
traced to Firozabad in Uttar 
Pradesh, another officer said. 

Security personnel with a sniffer dog check for bombs in the premises of the 
historic Taj Mahal, in Agra, on Thursday. PTI Photo

Trinamool Meets Election 
Commission Over PM's Photo 
On Vaccine Documents

Press Trust of India

KOlKATA: A delegation of Tri-
namool leaders on Wednesday 
met Election Commission offi-
cials and alleged that the use of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
photo on advertisements of vari-
ous central schemes and the vac-
cination certificates distributed 
by the Union health ministry vio-
lated the model code of conduct.

The ruling party in West 
Bengal termed it as a "blatant 
misuse of official machinery" 
and sought the intervention of 
the poll panel to remove hoard-
ings advertising central govern-
ment schemes with images of 
PM Modi at petrol pumps, state 
minister Firhad Hakim said after 
meeting the Election Commis-
sion officials.

"Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi happens to be the star 
campaigner of the BJP in this 
assembly elections. As a politi-
cian, he is seeking support for 
his party during rallies. In this 
situation, using his photo in vac-
cination certificates is akin to in-
fluencing voters and violates the 
model code of conduct.

"We have sought the EC's in-
tervention to remove his photo 
in hoardings promoting central 

schemes at petrol pumps," Mr 
Hakim said.

The minister called on the EC 
officials a day after Trinamool 
Rajya Sabha MP Derek O'Brien 
alleged that the PM photos have 
been used on the COVID-19 vac-
cination certificates even after 
the announcement of poll dates.

"Elections declared. PM 
photo still brazenly appearing 
on #COVID19 documents. Trin-
amool @AITCofficial taking this 
up strongly with Election Com-
mission @ECISVEEP," he said on 
Twitter on Tuesday.

Reacting to these allegations, BJP 
state president Dilip Ghosh termed 
it as "baseless" and said the vacci-
nation drive had started before the 
announcement of the election dates.

"If a government project 
starts before the declaration of 
an election, it may continue in 
the same form. At petrol pumps, 
hoardings are advertising sev-
eral welfare projects of the Cen-
tre. These are put up on private 
land," Mr Ghosh said.

He also said the EC would 
take a call on the issue.

Elections in Bengal will be 
held in eight phases, beginning 
with polling for 30 seats on 
March 27.

Votes will be counted on May 2.
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J&K Reports 53 New 
Coronavirus Cases

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir registered 53 fresh cases of 
novel Coronavirus even as no 
fresh fatality was reported in 
the Union Territory during the 
last 24 hours.

According to officials, Kash-
mir Valley detected 32 new 
cases of Covid-19 while the 
remaining 21 were registered 
in different districts of Jammu 
division, taking the number of 
people infected since the onset 
of pandemic in J&K to

453323.
In the Valley, officials said, 

Srinagar reported the highest 
14 new cases of Coronavirus, 
Baramulla 11, Kupwara 
6 and Kulgam 1. Six 
other districts of 
Valley, including 
Budgam, Pulwama 
registered no 
new cases of Co-
vid-19.

In the winter 
capital, officials 
said, Jammu de-
tected a maximum 
of 14 fresh cases of vi-
rus, Doda, Poonch and Ramban 
3 each and Rajouri 1. No cases 
of infection were reported from 

five districts of Udhampur, 
Kathua, Samba, Kishtwar and 

Reasi.
Moreover, the 
officials said, 58 
Covid-19 pa-
tients—32 from 
Jammu and 26 

from Valley— re-
covered during 
the time.

Also, the offi-
cials said that the 

death toll in the pan-
demic remained unchanged 

at 4749 in J&K as no fresh fatal-
ity was reported during the last 
24 hours.

Congress Stages Protest Against 
Price Rise, Unemployment

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Congress and its women 
wing on Tuesday held a protest 
here on International Women's 
Day, alleging that the central 
government has failed to con-
trol the rise in prices of essen-
tial commodities and ensure 
women's safety.

The party's protest march, 
from the Indira Chowk to the 
Raj Bhawan, was, however, 
stopped by police, which had 
put up barricades.

All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) Jammu and Kashmir 
affairs in-charge Rajani Patil, 
AICC spokesperson Alka Lamba 
and Jammu and Kashmir Con-
gress chief G A Mir were among 
the demonstrators who raised 
the slogan "Ladki hun, lad sakti 
hun", which was coined by 
Congress general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra for the Ut-
tar Pradesh assembly polls.

Patil lashed out at the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre, saying it 
had failed to fulfil its promise 
of ensuring security of women. 
"What has happened in differ-
ent parts of the country against 
women under the BJP regime is 
shameful," she said while ad-
dressing the demonstrators.

On issues of price rise and 
unemployment, including in 
Jammu and kashmir, the Con-
gress MP said that the Narendra 
Modi government has utterly 
failed to bring prices of essen-
tials under control.

"The common people are suf-
fering due to unprecedented 
prices of essential commodities 
and unreasonable taxes. Wom-
en are the worst sufferers under 
the BJP regime," Patil said.

Jammu and Kashmir tops in 
unemployment in the country 
and the educated youth are 
frustrated due to wrong policies 
of the government, she alleged.

Lakhs of educated youngsters 

are without jobs in Jammu and 
Kashmir while daily wagers and 
need-based, contractual and other 
temporary employees are protest-
ing for regularisation, Patil said.

She said that it was the Con-
gress that had guaranteed 33 
per cent reservation to women 
in the three tiers of the Pan-
chayati Raj system in the coun-
try. The party stands committed 
to the rights and empowerment 
of women, Patil said.

The Congress leader claimed 
that the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir lost their rights and 
are deprived of democracy after 
abrogation of its statehood.

The statehood of Jammu and 
Kashmir should be reinstated 
and early elections be held to 
restore democracy, she said.

Lamba also attacked the Cen-
tre on issues of women security, 
price rise and unemployment.

She alleged that the adminis-
tration did not allow this peace-
ful protest march to take place.

Jal Shakti Dept Daily Wagers Stage 
Protest For Regularisation

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Hundreds of daily 
wagers of the Jal Shakti de-
partment on Tuesday staged a 
protest near the residence of 
Jammu and Kashmir BJP chief 
Ravinder Raina here to press for 
their long-pending demands, 
including regularisation.

The workers, under the ban-
ner of Public Health Engineering 
(PHE) employees, assembled in 
Gandhi Nagar and marched to-
wards the residence of Raina, 
who assured them that Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha was 
sensitive towards their issues 

and was taking necessary steps 
to address them.

Over 60,000 daily wagers, 
casual labourers and other 
workers are working in various 
departments over the past two 
decades and are regularly hold-
ing protests in both Jammu and 
Srinagar for regularisation of 
their jobs, minimum wages and 
release of pending wages.

The protesters reached 
Raina's residence and staged a 
peaceful demonstration.

The BJP leader assured the 
protesters that he would ar-
range a meeting between them 
and Sinha.

Ravi Hans, one of the leaders 
of the protest, said, "We want a 
meeting with Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah during his visit 
to Jammu to discuss our issues."

Responding to Hans, Raina said 
he and his party always stood 
with the PHE employees in sup-
port of their genuine demands.

"We will continue our sup-
port for you. We have already 
raised the demand for imple-
mentation of the Minimum 
Wages Act with the govern-
ment in Delhi as we believe that 
it will mitigate the suffering of 
the workers till their regularisa-
tion," he said.

175 Revenue Officials To Undergo 
Capacity Building Training

Soldier Goes Missing 
From Budgam, Family 
Seeks Help

Apni Party Aims To 
Bring New Political 
Discourse In J&K: Mir

IAF Airlifts 146 Stranded 
Passengers Between J&K, Ladakh

International Women’s Day

Women Making Niche For 
Themselves In Present 
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Dr Farooq Chairs DISHA 
Meeting In Ganderbal

2 Soldiers Injured As 
Vehicle Rolls Into Field

Militant Associate Held 
In Baramulla: Police

Patient Given Expired 
Glucose At Shopian Hospital
Nurse suspended, investigation taken up: BMO

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The family members 
of an Army soldier of JAKLI from 
Khag area of central Kashmir’s 
Budgam who went missing on 
Monday evening have sought 
help to trace him.

A family member according 
to a local news ahency KDC said 
Sameer Ahmad Malla son of Mo-
hammad Yaqoob Mall, a resident 
of Lokripora Khag area went 
missing on Monday evening.

“We tried to contact him but 
his phone was off following 
which his friends and relatives 
were contacted. But all efforts to 
trace him failed,” he said

If he has committed any mis-
take, will tell him to resign but 
return him back, he said adding 
that "He was on leave since 19 
February as his wife has given 
birth to their second baby just a 
week ago."

His mother, wife and sister 

appealed to everyone that if he 
is with anyone, return him on 
humanitarian grounds as he is 
father of two kids.

Sameer Malla- a resident of 
Lokipora in Tehsil Khag of Cen-
tral Kashmir’s Budgam district 
was recruited as a driver into 
J&K’s Territorial Army in 2017.

Pertinently, Police in Srinagar 
had investigated his role after 
he allegedly transported Major 
Leetul Gogoi and a local girl to 
the Srinagar hotel in his private 
car back in 2018.

The report quoted a police of-
ficial confirming the incident 
and saying massive efforts are 
on to locate his whereabouts.

“Many areas were searched 
today, Police is trying their best 
to locate him but couldn't find 
any clue about his whereabouts 
so far," the official said, adding 
that the last location of the sol-
dier was Khag area at around 
0400 hours.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Apni Party senior vice-
president Ghulam Hassan Mir on 
Tuesday said his party aims to 
bring a new political discourse in 
militancy-hit Jammu and Kash-
mir to guide the people to peace, 
prosperity and development.

Mir, a former minister, was 
speaking to reporters here on 
the second foundation day of 
the party.

"It was on this day that con-
scious politicians (from dif-
ferent parties) came together 
under the leadership of Altaf 
Bukhari and laid the foundation 
of this party to show a bright 
light to the people who were 
reeling in darkness and facing 
a situation of despondency," he 
said, referring to the abrogation 
of the special status of the erst-
while state and its bifurcation 
into two union territories.

"We want our youth to come 
out of the situation of hopeless-
ness and write a bright future for 
themselves," Mir said, adding 
that as the world was observ-
ing the International Women's 
Day, his party seeks educational, 

economical, political and social 
empowerment of women.

The Apni Party reiterates its 
demand to provide reservation 
to women in the Assembly and 
Parliament, he said.

On allegations that the Apni 
party is the 'B-team' of the BJP, 
Mir said his party has its own 
stand and viewpoint. "We have 
denounced the BJP for what it 
has done to Jammu and Kash-
mir. We believe it (abrogation 
of special status) was totally 
wrong and akin to playing with 
the sentiments of the people."

Mir said the Apni party will 
continue to condemn it and 
"when we will get the public 
support, we will put a new sys-
tem in place".

On whether his party was 
open to an alliance with the BJP 
or any other party ahead of the 
Assembly elections, he said all 
traditional political parties have 
pushed Jammu and Kashmir to 
the verge of destruction.

"We are here with new and 
right politics, a new approach 
and our aim is to bring new po-
litical discourse in Jammu and 
Kashmir," Mir added.

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: The Member Par-
liament (MP), Srinagar, Dr Fa-
rooq Abdullah on Tuesday visited 
Ganderbal to review the progress 
achieved under different central-
ly sponsored schemes, other de-
velopmental programmes being 
implemented in the district at a 
meeting of District Development 
Coordination and Monitoring 
Committee, (DISHA) of District 
Ganderbal held in the Conference 
Hall of Mini Secretariat, here.

Vice-Chairperson DDC Gander-
bal, Bilal Ahmad, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Krittika Jyotsna, 
SSP Ganderbal, Nikhil Borkar, 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner, Khurshid Ahmad 
Shah, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Farooq Ahmad Baba, CPO, 
ACD, SDM Kangan, ACR besides 
BDC Chairpersons and all other 
district and sectoral Officers were 
present in the meeting.

At the outset, CPO Ganderbal 
gave a detailed overview of the de-
velopmental scenario and progress 
achieved under different ongoing 
schemes in the district through a 
PowerPoint presentation.

During the meeting, the MP 
took a comprehensive review of 
various schemes department wise 
including, Health, Education, PDD, 
RDD, PWD, PHE, Agriculture, Hor-
ticulture, Fisheries and other de-
partments. While reviewing the 
progress on various ongoing de-
velopment projects, the MP said 
that the aim of holding the DISHA 
meeting was to have firsthand ap-
praisal about the implementation 
of various schemes and to assess 
the developmental requirements 
in the district.

On the occasion, the MP sought 
feedback from BDCs regarding the 
developmental activities in their 
areas and enquired about devel-
opmental needs in their blocks. He 
assured them that all their genu-

ine demands shall be taken up for 
consideration.

Reviewing the education sector, 
the MP said that education sector 
has suffered the most in last two 
years due to Covid pandemic and 
asked the Education department 
to make strategic plan to make-
over the academic losses suffered 
due to the closure of educational 
institutions during Covid-19 pan-
demic besides Covid protocols 
shall be followed strictly in all 
schools.

While interacting with the dis-
trict officers, he stressed for timely 
completion of all developmental 
projects and ensuring a prompt 
and efficient public delivery 
mechanism in the district.

Replying to the demands raised 
by the BDCs, Dr Abdullah sought 
their cooperation and emphasized 
to work in tandem with District 
Administration for overall pros-
perity and development of people 
in the district.

While discussing the achieve-
ments of Agriculture and Horticul-
ture in the district, the MP asked 
the department to take all mea-
sures to ensure the quality and 
genuine insecticides, pesticides 
and fertilizers is made available to 
the farming community besides 
awareness shall be generated re-
garding the latest technological 
methods in agriculture and its al-
lied sectors to boom the economy 
of the farmer community.

The MP asked the SSP Gander-
bal to take strict measures against 
the drug menace in the district to 
save youth from hazardous effects 
of the drug abuse in the district.

While appreciating the District 
Administration for its achieve-
ments in various sectors, the MP 
asked the officers to work with 
more dedication and zeal so that 
the benefits of welfare schemes 
reach to the genuine beneficiaries 
especially living in far flung areas 
of the district.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir, Pan-
durang K. Pole along with Di-
rector General, J&K IMPARD, 
Saurabh Bhagat on Tuesday 
inaugurated a Workshop Se-
ries on “Disaster Preparedness, 
Revenue Courts, Digitization & 
Other Revenue Matters” here at 
IMPARD Srinagar.

The Training Series is being 
organized jointly by Centre for 
Disaster Management, J&K IM-
PARD and J&K Government.

During his inaugural address, 
Div. Com informed the partici-
pants that Revenue Department 
is required to implement more 
laws than all the other depart-
ments put together.  Therefore, 
he said, the officers of the Rev-
enue Department need more 
intensive training.

He shared his experience as 
Deputy Commissioner while in 
Maharastra, where it is a rou-
tine to conduct 3-day residen-
tial Training Courses for Rev-
enue Officers to teach them all 
Revenue related laws.

He said this training builds 
their capacity to implement 
Revenue laws efficiently. He 
said that an officer deployed in 
a District should know about  
his area of jurisdiction and the 
laws he is required to imple-
ment in two months.

"This is possible only through 
intensive training", he added.

He further said that a train-
ing workshop is the best mode 
of imparting training to officers 

because an officer learns better 
through Peer Learning which 
includes interaction with his 
compeers through cross-talk. 
He advised the participants to 
do intensive cross-talk to ben-
efit from this Training Series to 
the fullest extent.

The Capacity building Inten-
sive training was attended by 
175 revenue officers while equal 
number of Officers  attended 
through Webcaste mode.

Div Com said that remaining 
around 3000 Subordinate Rev-
enue Officers from Patwari to 
Naib Tehsildar have to undergo 
online Self Certification Course 
from IMPA Portal in a month.

Director General, J&K IM-
PARD, while throwing open 
the Conference, thanked the 
Divisional Commissioner for 
his Department’s support in or-
ganising this series of Training 
Events. He also thanked Com-
missioner Secretary, Revenue 
Department, Vijay Kumar Bid-
huria,  who was present in the 
Workshop online. Besides, he 
also thanked Aziz Ahmad, the 
Nodal Officer for the present 
Workshop.

During his address, DG IM-
PARD, said that since the re-
organization in 2019 of the 
erstwhile J&K State into Union 
Territory, there has been a 
complete change in the rules. 
"Almost all the rules in the Rev-
enue sphere have changed and 
officers need to be acquainted 
with new laws", he emphasized.

He said that the emphasis 
laid by Lt. Governor on Trans-

parency, Good Governance, 
and Grievance Redressal, and 
the need to mainstreaming J&K 
with Indian laws, the respon-
sibility of J&K IMPARD in the 
field  of training has increased 
manifold.

" In this backdrop, the J&K 
IMPARD enlisted the support of 
Department of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Grievances, 
in implementing e-Office in 
IMPARD itself, and in devising 
intensive training modules for 
the functionaries of J&K Gov-
ernment", he added.

He particularly mentioned 
Right to Information (RTI), LMS 
(Learning Management Sys-
tem), JKAS Probationary Officers 
Training Batch-2019, Land Rev-
enue Records Digitization, Ori-
entation Training on Grievance 
Redressal, Training for  function-
aries of Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs),Skill Development, 
Disaster Management, Pradhan 
Mantri’s Flagship Schemes, 
Secretariat Assistants Training 
Courses (SATC) and Knowledge 
Management System which 
includes recording lecture con-
tent, both video and textual, and 
uploading it on website where 
from it could be downloaded by 
interested persons.

The DG highlighted that IM-
PARD has this Financial Year  90 
Senior  JKAS Officers for mid-
career training at Lal Bahadur 
Shastri National  Academy of 
Administration (LBSNAA), Mas-
sorie &  Uttrakhand ; and gave 
SATC training to 3000 frontline 
functionaries.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Asserting that gender 
equality is not only a fundamen-
tal human right but a necessary 
foundation for a peaceful, pros-
perous and sustainable world,

Advisor to Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Farooq Khan on Tuesday 
said that the present era marked 
the biggest social change due 
to removal of inequality among 
genders which gave due recog-
nition to women of our country.

Advisor made these remarks 
while addressing a large gather-
ing of womenfolk on the occa-
sion of International Women’s 
Day at Tagore Hall here.

Advisor said that for any pro-
gressive society, it's imperative 
that women get ample space to 
express themselves as they form 
the cornerstone of households.

He said that the whole world 
will prosper when nations and 
organizations work to ensure 
that every woman is given the 
same opportunities to grow and 
progress.

Highlighting this years’ theme 
of International Women’s Day 
‘Breaking the Bias’, Advisor Fa-
rooq Khan said that the time has 
gone when there used to be bias 
against women. He added that 
the world which used to be male 
dominated has now changed and 
the women are making a niche 
for themselves in today’s mod-
ern times and gaining their fair 
share of power in all fields of life.

Elucidating contribution of 
J&K in different fields, Advisor 
Khan said that women from J&K 
are making a significant impact 
in different fields with their per-
sistent and constructive efforts 
of nation building.

Advisor said that women have 
raised the honour of J&K as well 
as country across the globe in the 
fields of business, sports, educa-
tion, agriculture, engineering, in-
novation and medical field.

Advisor Khan on the occasion 
also lauded Rakshanda Me-
hak from Jammu who clinched 
bronze medal in World Deaf 
Judo Championship held at 
Paris Versailles, France. He also 
praised the Wheel Chair Basket-
ball player Insha Bashir for mak-
ing the country proud.

He added that women are 
beacon of light for our society 
and no one can stop them from 
realizing their dreams adding 
that they will be the face of 
‘Naya J&K and Naya Bharat’.

Speaking on the occasion, Di-
visional Commissioner Kashmir, 
Pandurang K Pole, said that the 
world is changing and women 
are taking up every field and 
making their contribution at all 
levels and the government has 
initiated several schemes for 
women empowerment.

In her welcome address, Mis-
sion Director, ICPS, Shabnam 
Shah Kamili said that this coun-
try has a long history of women 
emancipation.

On the occasion, artists from 
Firdous Dramatic Club per-
formed a skit on the theme of 
day highlighting the bias against 
women bedides artists from Son-
zal Art Cultural Organization also 
mesmerized the audiences with 
their colorful performances.

Later, Advisor Khan felicitated 
10th, 12th class meritorious girl 
students, girl sports persons, 
businesswomen and several 
women welfare officers on the 
occasion.

SRINAGAR: Two soldiers were 
on Tuesday injured after a ve-
hicle they were traveling in met 
with an accident at Aragam vil-
lage of North Kashmir's Bandi-
pora district.

Officials said that an army 
vehicle carrying Army person-

nel skidded off the road and 
crashed into a field at Aragam 
village of the district, reported 
news agency KNO.

They said that two soldiers 
were injured in the accident, 
who were shifted to a nearby 
heath centre for treatment.

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Police on Tuesday claimed 
to have arrested a militant as-
sociate and recovered arms and 
ammunition from his posses-
sion in Nadihal area of Rafiabad 
in north Kashmir's Baramulla 
district.

In a statement, a police 
spokesman said that on the basis 
of specific information regard-
ing the movement of ANEs yes-
terday, Sopore police along with 
32 RR and 92 BN CRPF launched 
a joint CASO in Nadihal area of 
sub division Rafiabad.

"During search operation, one 

militant associate was inter-
cepted," police said, adding that 
the apprehended person on pre-
liminary questioning disclosed 
his identity as Firdous Ahmad 
Wani, son of Ghulam Muham-
mad of Check Seri Pattan and on 
his personal search, one AK 56 
alongwith magazine and 30 live 
rounds were recovered.

"In this context, a case under 
FIR number 16/2022 under sec-
tion 7/25 Indian Arms Act, 13, 
18, 38 UA(P) Act stands regis-
tered in Police Station Panzalla 
and investigation has been tak-
en up," police said.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: An expired glucose 
was administered to a patient 
in the emergency ward of Sub 
District Hospital in Keller area 
of south Kashmir's Shopian.

The family members alleged 
that a paramedic had callously 
administered expired glucose 
to Soni Jan, wife of Aarif Ahmad 
resident of Ringward on Mon-
day Following the incident, they 

staged a protest on Tuesday.
They demanded action against 

the staff members involved in 
injecting expired dextrose to 
their patient.

Block Medical Officer Keller 
Dr Zarar admitted that a nurse 
administered an expired dex-
trose to a patient and the said 
staffer has been suspended.

He said an enquiry committee 
has been constituted to investi-
gate the matter—(KNO)

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Indian Air Force and 
state-run helicopter service provider 
Pawan Hans on Tuesday airlifted to-
gether a total of 146 people stranded 
at various places in J&K and Ladakh 
and flew them to their destinations, 
officials said. The IAF's AN-32 Kar-
gil Courier transported 111 people 
while Mi-172 Pawan Hans helicopter 
flew 35 to their destinations.

As many as 41 people were flown 
from Jammu to Kargil and 12 from 

Kargil to Jammu, they said. Simi-
larly, AN-32 aircraft flew 16 people 
from Kargil to Srinagar and 42 from 
Srinagar to Kargil, they said. The Mi-
172 Pawan Hans helicopter trans-
ported 32 from Srinagar to Kargil 
and three from Leh to Kargil. The 
IAF has been operating C-17, C-130 
and AN-32 aircraft regularly to air-
lift stranded passengers in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh due to the 
closure of the 434-km Srinagar-Leh 
national highway owing to heavy 
snowfall in January.



Wednesday | 09.03.2022 0808Wednesday | 02.03.2022 12Wednesday | 06.10.2021

CC

Y
K

K


