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There is scarcely 
any passion 

without struggle

–  Albert Camus

Widom

LG Greets People On 
Sant Ravidas Jayanti
JAMMU: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Wednesday greeted 
the people on the auspicious 
occasion of Sant Guru Ravidas 
Jayanti. In a message, the Lt 
Governor said Guru Ji’s vision 
on humanism, More on P6

3.2 Magnitude Quake 
Felt In Kashmir
SRINAGAR: A mild intensity 
earthquake with epicentre 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Pahalgam area shook the valley 
on Wednesday but there was 
no damage reported due to 
the tremor. An earthquake of 
magnitude 3.2 on Richter scale 
was felt at around More on P6

Heart Attack Kills 
Bengali Tourist
SRINAGAR: A tourist from West 
Bengal died after suffering 
a heart attack at a hotel in 
the ski resort of Gulmarg in 
Baramulla district, reports said 
Wednesday. 65-year-old Shyam 
Sunder Agarwal who was 
staying at a hotel in Gulmarg 
suffered a heart attack, reports 
said. He was taken More on P6

Sarpanch Caught 
Accepting Rs 6500 Bribe
SRINAGAR: The anti-corruption 
bureau (ACB) on Wednesday 
arrested a woman Sarpanch 
from south Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district for accepting a bribe 
for approving works under the 
centrally sponsored MGNREGA 
scheme. Hafiza More on P6
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WINTER OLYMPICS: ARIF KHAN FAILS TO 
FINISH MEN’S SLALOM EVENT

WHY GRADES DON’T REALLY 
MATTER THAT MUCH AFTER ALL
Something I want tattooed on my forehead is 
“grades don’t matter.” The current perception 
of the importance of grades in academia 
dumbfounds me, because I think that by caring 
too much about grades, most students are 

India’s campaign at the Winter Olympics came to 
disappointing end on Wednesday after the country’s 
lone participant, alpine skier Arif Khan, logged a ‘Did 

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta said on Wednesday that the launch of District 
Good Governance Index (DGGI) for the UT of J&K was a 
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J&K ACHIEVED FIRST RANK 
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Covid-19 
Cases Fall To 
Six-Week Low
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The daily 
Coronavirus cases in Jammu 
and Kashmir dropped to a six 
week low on Wednesday as 
230 more people tested posi-
tive for the infection, while 
no fresh fatality was reported 
in the Union Territory for the 
third consecutive day.

According to officials, 
Kashmir Valley reported 
104 fresh cases of novel 
Coronavirus while the re-
maining 126 were registered 
from various districts of 
Jammu division, taking the 
number of people infected 
since the onset of pandemic in 
J&K to 451560. More on P6

Govt Meet 
On School 
Reopening Today
SRINAGAR: Authorities are 
likely to hold an important 
meeting on Thursday regard-
ing the reopening of schools 
and issuance of protocols to 
be followed during the physi-
cal academic activities.

“The meeting will be held 
by the officials of the School 
Education Department, 
Administration and other con-
cerned departments to ensure 
smooth reopening and function-
ing of academics,” officials said.

Earlier on Sunday, the gov-
ernment ordered reopening of 
Schools in Jammu and Kashmir 
in a phased manner from 
February-14 and February-28.

Besides, the government 
also said that More on P6

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: Girls have once 
again managed to sweep top 
positions and private schools 
maintained distinction over 
government counterparts in 
the board exams as over 78 
percent of the 72,684 candi-
dates passed 10th class exami-
nations that were conducted 
by the Jammu & Kashmir 
Board of School Education 
(JKBOSE) last year.

According to a notifica-
tion issued by the JKBOSE on 
Wednesday, girls have again 
outshined boys in the exams 
as 78.74 percent of girls passed 
the exams against the 78.14 
percent of boys who have 
passed their exams.

In terms of Private schools 
whose candidates have passed 
the annual exams, JKBOSE has 
said that 91.18 percent of stu-
dents managed to pass while 
in the Government schools, 
the number was only regis-
tered at 67.25 percent.

As per the figures, 38, 721 
students from Government 

schools have appeared in the 
exams while only 26,040 stu-
dents have passed their ex-
ams. “Out of 33,963 students 
from private schools, 30,967 
students have passed the an-
nual exams.” BOSE said.

Notably, as per BOSE, there 
are 19 students sharing top 
positions in the annual exams 
including 13 girls.

One of the toppers of the 
annual exam, Tabeena Fayaz 
of Spring Dales School in 
Palhalan, Pattan says that her 
success is mainly due to Allah 

and teachers and management 
of her school.

“My parents and teachers 
have constantly provided help 
and guidance throughout my 
educational journey especially 
in the pandemic. My success 
is mainly due to Allah and 
then because of my parents 
and teachers. This top posi-
tion wouldn’t have been there 
if there was no support from 
them.” says Tabeena.

Last week, JKBOSE had de-
clared the results for class 12th 
where girls More on P6

LG, Abdullah's Greet Students

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, former Chief Ministers Dr Farooq Abdullah and Omar 
Abdullah besides other political leaders on Wednesday congratulated students who qualified 
matriculation exams. “Congratulations to all my young friends who have successfully 

cleared @jkboseofficial class 10th examinations, Annual, Regular-2021,Kashmir Division. 
Compliments to teachers, parents & @jkboseofficial. Best wishes to all the students for their 
bright future,” the LG posted on his official Twitter handle. The Jammu and Kashmir More on P6

Land Compensation Case

Govt Slapped 
Rs 10L Fine For 
‘Dragging’ Litigation

Northern Command 
Reviews J&K Situation

SIA Arrests 10 ‘OGWs’ 
In Overnight Raids

NIA Raids 
9 Spots In 
Kashmir In 
IED Case

J&K Awaits Funds From 
GoI For Hydel Projects

Kokernag Sinkhole Mystery 
Natural Phenomenon: Experts

Admin Cautions 
Media Persons

Authorities on 
Wednesday 
warned media 

persons against moving 
close to the sinkhole at 
Wandevalgam area of 
Kokernag in Anantnag, 
underscoring that they 
pose threat to themselves 
as well as attract the 
general public there.
“It has been observed 
that despite restrictions 
being imposed on any 
assembly of general 
public or movement of 
individuals near sinkhole 
at Wandevalgam on 11 
February 2022 More on P6

Lost Livestock: The Case Of Barn Burglary In Kashmir

Students Qualify 
Matric Exams

Girls Steal The Show, Sweep Top Positions
Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: In a landmark 
judgment, the High Court 
of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh had imposed a fine of 
rupees 10 lakh on the Union 
Territory administration 
for 'unnecessarily' dragging 
a litigation against a land 
compensation case that had 
hampered timely compensa-
tion to the beneficiaries.

A division bench 
of Chief Justice 
Pankaj Mittal 
and Justice 
Sanjay Dhar 
on Tuesday 
heard the case 
OWP No. 2084 
of 2018 and 
ruled that it is an 
alarming situation 
that the state is acquir-
ing private land without pay-
ment of full compensation.

“This kind of action or 
omission on the part of the 
state authorities is not ac-
ceptable and cannot be al-
lowed to continue for an in-
definite period.” The division 
bench observed.

Notably, the petitioners in 
the case are the residents of 
village Kanli Bagh, Baramulla 
who had invoked a writ 
in J&K High Court for the 
quashing of the entire acqui-
sition proceedings in respect 
of about 150 kanals and 03 
marlas of the land which was 
notified for acquisition for 
the public purpose of estab-
lishing a Housing Colony at 
Sangri in Baramulla by the 
Government.

The petitioners—villagers 

of Kanli bagh village—had 
also alleged that only a ten-
tative award was made on 
March, 17, 1998 but however 
they were being denied com-
pensation to their land as the 
Government kept on unnec-
essarily dragging the litiga-
tion in the case.

The court observed that 
the right to possess and occu-
py land/property used to be a 

fundamental right and is 
still a constitutional 

right akin to a fun-
damental right. 
It has been rec-
ognized even 
as a basic hu-
man right. “In 
view of Article 

300 A of the 
Constitution of 

India, no person 
can be deprived of his 

property otherwise by fol-
lowing the due process of 
law. Therefore, the non-pay-
ment of the compensation 
as provided under the stat-
utes amounts to depriving 
the person of his right to the 
property.” the court said.

The court also said that 
there is no dispute to the fact 
that the land measuring 150 
kanals and 03 marlas stands 
acquired and that its posses-
sion has been taken over and 
handed over to the indenting 
department decades ago but 
till date final award has not 
been passed.

“The Collector, Housing 
and Urban Development 
Department, as per the draft 
award has disbursed the 
amount of compensation to 
the extent of More on P6

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Northern 
Army Commander Lt Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi reviewed 
the security situation in 
Kashmir during his three-day 
visit to the valley which end-
ed on Wednesday.

"The Army Commander was 
briefed by Lt Gen D P Pandey, 
General officer Commanding 
Chinar Corps, on the prevalent 

security situation and mea-
sures instituted to counter 
adversaries' design," a defence 
spokesman said here.

He said the Army 
Commander had arrived here 
on Monday on his maiden 
visit to Kashmir after taking 
over the reins of Northern 
Command of the Army.

Lt Gen Dwivedi interacted 
with the senior officers of 
Chinar Corps More on P6

Srinagar- National Investigation Agency on 
Wednesday carried out raids at nine locations 
in Kashmir Valley in connection with a case 
regarding recovery of IED from Bhatindi Area of 
Jammu in June last year, officials said.
“NIA in coordination with Jammu and More on P6

Observer News Service

JAMMU: At least ten alleged 
over-ground workers of Jaish-
e-Muhammad (JeM) were 
rounded up by the sleuths of 
State Investigation Agency 
(SIA) in overnight raids in 
various districts of south and 
central Kashmir, officials said 
Wednesday.

The raids carried out at ten 
different locations in south and 
central Kashmir were primar-
ily focused on the network of 
JeM, a police spokesperson said 
Wednesday. He said that ten 
identified persons who were 

part of OGW modules and tak-
ing instructions from JeM com-
manders have been arrested.

The SIA was constituted last 
year with a mandate to inves-
tigate crimes connected with 
militancy and secessionism.

The module whose members 
were organised in to sub-mod-
ules, in the form of verticals, 
so that in the event of detec-
tion of one member the bigger 
network does not get compro-
mised had been painstakingly 
discovered through discreet 
surveillance in which corrobo-
rative intelligence capable of 
being converted More on P6

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & 
Kashmir government is await-
ing release of funds from the 
Government of India for setting 
up of small hydroelectric proj-
ects under the Prime Minister’s 
Development Package (PMDP).

Documents reveal that 
till date no funds have been 

sanctioned/ released by the 
Government of India for small 
hydroelectric projects under 
the PMDP.

Under the mega develop-
ment package announced by 
the Centre in 2015, Rs 2000 
crore were kept for setting up 
small hydroelectric projects.

After the announcement of 
the package,  More on P6

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: Days after a mas-
sive sinkhole in a stream in 
Kokernag area of Anantnag 
district disrupted smooth flow 
of water; several experts on 
Wednesday junked the alarm 

bells which had falsely re-
vealed that the sinkhole may 
be another assault unleashed 
by the unobstructed cli-
matic changes on the mighty 
Himalayas and its peripheries.

On February 12, a massive 
sinkhole had  More on P6

Tabia Masoodi,  
Al-Misda Masoom

At the break of dawn 
on February3, 2022, 
Mohammad Yaqoob 

fought shivering cold and slip-
pery slopes while returning to his 
home in Khrew area ofPulwama.

Accompanied by a Kashmiri 
Wazwan chef, he was going to 
prepare meals for his grieving 
sister whose daughter had late-
ly passed.

For the two consecutive 
nights before his morning arriv-
al, the simpleton was away from 
his locked home lamenting the 
loss of his niece. But little did he 
know that he would’ve to grieve 
for his lost livelihood as well.

The moment he reached the 
gates of his home, he cried in 
despair, “Taawan Chu Pyumut” 
(We’re doomed!)

While Yaqoob was away, the 
thieves broke into his barn and 

robbed his 24 sheep.
“I’m left with nothing,” la-

mented Yaqoob’s wife. “This 
livestock was the only source of 
income for us. I don’t know how 
we will manage our living now.”

Barely five days after Yaqoob’s barn 

was burgled, Police Station Safakadal 
received information regarding at-
tempt of cattle theft at Takanwari 
area of Noorbagh, Srinagar.

When the police party 
reached on spot, a large gath-
ering had caught hold of the 

suspects. Timely intervention 
of cops saved the “thieves” from 
possible mob-lynching.

Booked under the FIR NO 
18/2022 u/s 380/511 IPC, the sus-
pects—Manzoor Kumar and Altaaf 
of Budgam, and NazeerChopan 
and Irfan Kataria of Kangan—were 
arrested along with Tata Mobile 
White JK01G 4980.

“During questioning the sus-
pects admitted various cattle 
thefts in different area of the val-
ley,” police said. “More arrests 
and recoveries are expected.”

Rising Robbery

Over the years the cases of 
cattle theft have seen a signifi-
cant surge in Kashmir.

According to the data com-
piled by the Crime Branch 
Kashmir, the number of cattle 
theft cases stands at 111for the 
year 2020 against 92 in 2019.

While the More on P6

STIFF ACTION IS TAKEN AGAINST all 
those officers, who were involved and 
responsible for not allowing the award 

to be passed immediately after the tentative 
award had been prepared and announced.”
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979
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Union Territory of   Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
TOURISM (M&W) KASHMIR, SRINAGAR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
 FRESH: e-NIT No. DT/M and W/K/ 63 of 2021-22, Dated 15.02.2022
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of   Jammu & Kashmir

, e-tenders are invited by Deputy Director Tourism (M&W), Kashmir on (Aggregate Percentage Basis) from ap-
proved and eligible Civil  Contractors   registered with J&K UT Govt., PWD,  CPWD, Railways and other State/
Central Govt. for the following work:-

S.
No Name of Work

Adv. Cost
(Rs. In Lacs)

Earnest Money
@ 2% of Adv. 
cost

Cost of
T/Doc 

Time of 
Comple-
tion

Class of
Contract

Major
Head of
Account

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Development of Imam Bara at 

Paneer Tral. (External cladding 
work)

8.83 17660 600 35-days CEE/
DEE

PLAN

2 Construction of Arched Gate 
/ Steps at Faiz Pannah Tral. 
(External Misc. items)

2.94 5880 200 20-days DEE PLAN

Position of AAA/TS: Accorded 
Position of Funds:    Available  

Special conditions:-               

I. The intending tenderers must have sufficient skilled /unskilled labour force. 
II. All intending Bidders have to upload Scanned copy of Earnest money @ 2% as per the 
circular issued by Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department Kashmir, vide No. CE/RBK/HD/32857-92, Dated: 
01-01-2022.
III. Intending bidders shall upload scanned copies of documents of valid Registration card / PAN 
/ GST registration and Treasury Receipt (1452-TSM Revenue Head) and CDR or FDR. However successful 
bidder shall produce the original copies of same within 3 days after opening of tenders.
IV. The successful Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of allotted cost as performance 
security in shape of CDR/FDR within 03 days after opening of tenders and same shall be released after 
expiry of Defect Liability period (DLP) 
V. The Ernest Money Deposit of 2% of successful bidder shall be released after receipt of 5% 
performance security. 
VI. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any tender or all tenders without as-
signing any reason thereof.
 The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 15/02/2022
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 15/02/2022 3.00 P.M to  22/02/2022,04.00 P.M
3. Bid submission Start Date 15/02/2022 From 3.00 P.M.
4. Bid Submission End Date 22/02/2022       4.00 P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids(Online) 23/02/2022  at 11.00 A.M   in the office of Dy. 

Director Tourism, M&W

General Conditions:

1. The bidders will provide email ID and complete postal address including cell numbers. 
2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed 
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive 
bidders shall be opened online on same Website in o/o Dy. Director Tourism, (M&W) Kashmir, Srinagar 
(Tender Receiving Authority).
3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of Bids  
4. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifica-
tions in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time 
limit.
c. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 7 days after fixation of contract.
5. Bidders are advised to visit and examine the site / location of work, its surroundings and familiarize 
himself with existing facilities / difficulties and environment and collect all other information which he 
may require for preparing and submitting the bid entering into the contract. Claims and objections due to 
ignorance of existing conditions are in-adequacy of information will not be considered after submission 
of the bid and during execution of work.   
7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
7.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as 
well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website www.jktenders.gov.in acquaint bid submission pro-
cess.                                                                                                                                                                                              
7.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per 
Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.
7.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be 
accepted in physical form.
7.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.  
7.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid. Besides, 
original / photocopies of documents related to the bid .  

Deputy   Director Tourism 
DIPK-18181/21                                                                                 (M&W), Srinagar

NIT No:- DT/M&W/K/ 63 / 311-15/TD,                                    Dated:  15/02/2022
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EMPLOYMENT NOTICE 
In continuation to the employment notice issued vide No. 
IUST/Reg/Adm/22/E/43 Dated: 14-02-2022, online applications are 
invited from the eligible candidates for the position of Assistant 
Engineer (Electrical) purely on contractual basis initially for a period of 
one year and may be extended based on the satisfactory performance. 

Eligibility 
Essential 
i) Bachelors Degree in appropriate branch of Engineering or 
equivalent from a recognized University /institute with a minimum 
of 55% marks or equivalent Grade Point Average. 
ii) Knowledge of Computer Applications. 
iii) Five years’ experience as Junior Engineer or equivalent. 
Desirable 
i) Communication skill both oral and written 
ii) Ability to provide leadership and guidance to the staff working 
with him. 

Note: The terms and conditions shall remain same as detailed in the 
employment notice No. IUST/Reg/Adm/22/E/43 dated: 14-02-2022   
No: IUST/Reg/Adm/22/E/44                                                                Sd/- 
Dated:  15-02-2022                                                                        Registrar DIPK-NB-7161/21

Office of The Regional 
Transport Officer Kashmir 

Notice

Whereas, a joint application has been received 
from Shri Gh. Parveez Ahamd Khanday S/O Gh-
ulam Mohd R/O Bemina H. Colony Sgr ( Trans-
feror) and ShriAdil Gosani S/o Mohd Shaban 
Sosani R/O Barbar Shah Sgr  (Transferee) for 

transfer of Auto (p) carriage route Permit No 6108/Star Covering 
Vehicle No JK01X-9074 .
 Now, therefore, it is  notified for  general information that objec-
tions, if any to the proposed transfer of the said route permit / ve-
hicle shall be filled in writing in the office of the Regional Transport 
Officer, Kashmir. 
 Within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice 
in the daily News Paper Kashmir Observer.
Seller and purchaser identified by the authorized representatives 
of M/S _ New JK Road Ways  Namely Mohd Yaseen

NOJK-RTOK 1228 Sd/-
Dated: 16/02/2022 Regional Transport Office, 
fko Kashmir

Public Notice
I have lost My Driving licence bearing DL No: JK0120100018106 . Now I have applied for the dupli-
cate of the same. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection  
in the office of the ARTO Srinagar within a period of Seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Basharat Ahmad darzi
S/o Bashir AH Darzi
R/0 Ali kadal Loss of driving licence inf

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE

Whereas an application has been recieved 
from one. Shri : Hashim Ali Bhat S/o:  Mohd 
Yousuf Bhat R/o:  Bazar Mohallah Budgam 
owner of vehicle bearing  Registration No: 
JK04C 9286 for cancellation of hire pur-
chase agreement with M/S J&K Bank B/U 
Ganpatyar Srinagar.
 Now therefore it is notified for the information 
of the general public that objections if any to the proposed 
cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in 
writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport of-
fice ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date 
of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5815              
 Dated  16/02/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

 OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE

Whereas an application has been recieved 
from one. Shri : Mohammad Afzal Lone  
S/o:  Mohammad Baqir Lone R/o:  Dandoo-
sa Budgam owner of vehicle bearing  Reg-
istration No: JK04E 6198  for cancellation 
of hire purchase agreement with M/S J&K 
Bank B/U Khumaini Chowk .
 Now therefore it is notified for the information 
of the general public that objections if any to the proposed 
cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in 
writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport of-
fice ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date 
of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5767 
 Dated  15/02/2022

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam KashmirOffice of The Regional 

Transport Officer Kashmir 
Notice

Whereas, a joint application has 
been received from Shri Waseem 
Mehraj Mir S/O Mehraj -ud-Mir 
R/O Lachmanpora Batamalkoo   
( Transferor) and Mohammad 
Amin Tanga S/o Ghulam Qadir 
Tanga R/o Natipora Azad Basti Sgr   

(Transferee) for transfer of Maxi Cab carriage route Permit No 543/
Star Covering Vehicle No JKJ01X- 4623 
 Now, therefore, it is  notified for  general information that objec-
tions, if any to the proposed transfer of the said route permit / ve-
hicle shall be filled in writing in the office of the Regional Transport 
Officer, Kashmir. 
 Within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice 
in the daily News Paper Kashmir Observer.
Seller and purchaser identified by the authorized representatives 
of M/S _ STWC CO   Namely Bagh Hussain

NOJK-RTOK 1171 Sd/-
Dated: 16/02/2022 Regional Transport Office, 
fko Kashmir

PRESS RELEASE
Nehru Yuva Kendra Anantnag 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports Government of India go-
ing to organized National Youth 
Day and week which started 
from 12th of January, 2022 to 
19TH January 2022. The Block 
wise details of programs are as 
under.

S.
No

Date Name of Programme Block

1 12.01.2022 National Youth Day Block Verinage and Block Larkipora
2 13.12.2022 Culture Day Block Larnoo and Block Kokernag 
3 14.12.2022  Participation Day Block Sagam and Block Achabal
4 15.12.2022 Social Service Day Block Chittergul and Block Shangus
5 16.01.2022 Physical Fitness Day Block K.Pora and Block Pahalgam
6 17.01.2022 Youth for peace Day Block  D.pora and Block Bijbehara
7 18.01.2022 Skill Development 

Day
Block Vessue and Block Qazigund 

8 19.01.2022 Awareness Day Block Anantnag and Block Hiller 
Shahabad 

rna

Researchers Develop Porous 
Organic Polymers To Remove 
Micropollutants From Water
Press Trust Of India

Researchers at the Indian Institute 
of Science Education and Research 
in Bhopal (IISERB) have developed 
organic polymers which can remove 
highly polar organic micropollut-
ants (POMs) from water and render 
it safe for consumption.
According to the researchers, these 
polymers have already been tested 
for polar organic micropollutants 
removal at a laboratory scale.
Large-scale fabrication of these ma-
terials in collaboration with indus-
trial partners will open up a promis-
ing avenue for real-time scavenging 
of toxic polar organic micropollut-
ants from water, they said.
The findings have been published in 
the reputed peer-reviewed journal of 
the American Chemical Society, ACS 
Applied Materials and Interfaces.
“Called ‘Hyper-crosslinked Porous 
Organic Polymers’ (HPOPs), a tea-
spoon of the powder of these poly-
mers will cover an internal surface 
area of 1,000-2,000 m2/g, which is 
close to 10 tennis courts.
“The main advantages of these 
HPOPs include large-scale fabrica-
tion using cheap and simple aro-
matic precursors without requiring 
any transition metal-based exotic 
catalysts and high thermal and hy-
drothermal stability,” said Abhijit 
Patra, Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Chemistry, IISER, Bhopal.
The research team included PhD stu-
dents Arkaprabha Giri and Tapas Ku-
mar Dutta, Subha Biswas, IISER Bhopal 
alumni and currently pursuing PhD at 

IISc Bangalore; Waseem Hussain, also 
IISER Bhopal alumni and currently pur-
suing post-doctoral research at Han-
yang University, South Korea.
The project was funded by the De-
partment of Science and Technology 
(DST), Government of India, under 
“Centre for Sustainable Treatment, 
Reuse and Management for Effi-
cient, Affordable and Synergistic so-
lutions for Water”.
“In India, the prime concern is water 
contamination due to anthropogen-
ic waste discharged to surface and 
groundwater by domestic, agricul-
tural, and industrial sectors.
“These wastes contain large num-
bers of organic and inorganic mi-
cropollutants. Organic micropollut-
ants are a diverse set of ‘analytes’ 
whose presence in water, even in 
trace amounts, pose a serious threat 
to human health and aquatic lives,” 
Patra said.
A process called ‘sorption’ is one 

of the most energy-efficient tech-
niques to purify water from organic 
micropollutants, he said.
“However, commonly-used carbo-
naceous adsorbents possess several 
bottlenecks such as slow uptake rate 
and tedious regeneration process.
“Therefore, we need efficient ad-
sorbent materials that can not only 
scavenge highly polar organic micro-
pollutants (POMs) from water rap-
idly but also can be synthesized eas-
ily on a large-scale through simple 
fabrication techniques,” added Patra.
According to the team, the major or-
ganic micropollutants found in the 
surface water bodies include various 
pharmaceuticals such as antibiotics 
and steroids, among others, indus-
trial chemicals such as dyes, food 
additives, endocrine disruptors and 
plastic precursors as well as agricul-
tural disposals such as pesticides, 
herbicides, and fertilizers, among 
others.
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‘Jehad’ to end if 
India withdraws from 
Kashmir: Lashkar
Agencies

NEW DELHI - Hafiz Mohammad Saeed, the chief of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, has said the "jehad" against India 
over the Kashmir issue would end only if Indian 
security forces were withdrawn, from the stale.

Until then, Saeed said, his organization would continue 
to target Indian leaders including Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and Home Minister Lai Krishna Advani, 
and carry out more strikes like the De¬cember 24 attack on 
an Indian Army camp in the Red Fort here.

If Vajpayee seriously wants to solve the Kashmir 
dispute, then he should order the with¬drawal of India's 
800,000 secu¬rity forces from Kashmir. Then we can stop 
our jehad, Saeed told “Aai Tak” an television news channel, 
in an interview Tuesday evening.

The interview, conducted somewhere in Pakistan, is 
prob¬ably the first by Saeed to an In¬dian news organiza-
tion. Saeed heads the Markaz Ad-Da'awa Wal Irshad, the 
ideological par¬ent of the Lashker which has its headquar-
ters at Muridke near Lahore in Pakistan.

Saeed said he would person¬ally ensure that the Lashkar 
'and other groups engaged in the violent movement in Jammu 
and Kashmir would end their jehad if India with¬drew its forces 
from Kashmir. The Lashkar leader rejected India's unilateral 
cease-fire cur¬rently in force in Jammu and Kashmir, saying the 
principal reason for his stand was the "total distrust" of India's 
promises. The cease-fire, which began November 28, has been 
extended twice and is scheduled to end February 26.

"We have suffered one cease¬fire earlier. In 1948, 
when we started our jehad for Kashmir's independence, a 
cease-fire was called and we participated in it by stopping 
the jehad. But India has only increased the strength of its 
security forces in the 40 years since then," Saeed said.

Saeed said it was not possi¬ble to talk of ending the 
jehad when such a large contingent of Indian security forces 
was sta¬tioned in Jammu and Kashmir. He alleged the 
Indian forces were responsible for terrorizing the Kashmiri 
people while be¬coming an instrument of their oppression.

Significantly, Saeed claimed the Lashkar was re¬ceiving 
arms from Indian sol¬diers who were smuggling weapons 
to the militant group on the sly. He claimed that the Lashkar 
had no links with Afghanistan's Taliban regime.

 The Lashkar ideologue did not find fault with the 
"political approach" adopted by the All Party Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) to deal with the Kashmir problem.

“They want to solve the dispute politically while we 
want to do it by jehad. But our goal is one and that is the 
independence of Kashmir. It makes no difference that our 
methods are different," Saeed said.
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•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5: 50

ZUHR 12:45

ASR 4:37

Magrib 6:19
ISHA 7: 41

•	  1370 -  Battle at Rudau: Germany beats Lithuania
•	 1461  - Wars of the Roses: Second Battle of St Albans - Lancas-

trian army defeats Yorkists and recaptures King Henry VI
•	 1500  - Battle of Hemmingstedt - German peasant army repels 

ducal army of Schleswig and Holstein
•	 1670  - France & Bavaria sign military assistance treaty
•	 1814 - Battle of Mormant: French Imperial army defeat Russian
•	 Austrian forces (War of the Sixth Coalition).
•	 1837 - Charles Lyell makes his presidential address to the Geo-

graphical
•	 Society, London and announces that Richard Owen has con-

cluded from
•	 Darwin’s fossils that extinct species were related to current 

species in
•	 the same locality.
•	 1854 - Britain recognises independence of Orange Free State 

(South
•	 Africa).
•	 1936 - The world’s first superhero, The Phantom, a cartoon 

strip by Lee
•	 Falk, makes his first appearance in comics.
•	 1959 - 1st weather satellite launched, Vanguard 2, 9.8 kg
•	 1965 - US Ranger 8 launched, will transmit 7,137 lunar pictures
•	 1966 - French satellite Diapason D-1A launch into Earth orbit
•	 1967 - Kosmos 140 (Soyuz Test) launches into Earth orbit
•	 1969 - Golda Meir sworn in as the first female Prime Minister 

of Israel
•	 1974 - 49 die in stampede for seats at soccer match, Cairo, Egypt
•	 2008 - Kosovo declares independence from Serbia.
•	 2012 - Approximately 70 ancient Olympic artifacts are stolen 

from the
•	 Archaeological Museum of Greece
•	 2013 - 37 people are killed and 130 are injured in a series of 

Baghdad car bombings.

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

15 - Rajab
1443

TM

CITY

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL  
TRANSPORT OFFICER ANANTNAG 

Whereas an joint applica-
tion has been received by 
this office from MrMohd 
Iqbal BhatS/o Gh Mohd 
Bhat R/o Nipura Anantnag 
(Party no ist) as transferor 
(seller) owner of the ve-

hicle Tipper )bearing registration No JK03C-
0764(commercial /non-commercial) covering under and Mr.Arif 
Hussain KhandayS/o Bashir Ahmad Khanday R/o Nipura An-
antnag ( party no 2nd ) as transferee (purchaser) requesting for 
transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted vehicle from party ni 
1st to 2nd and cancellation of hire purchase .
  Before the case is disposed off on its merits, anybody having 
any objection regarding the proposed transfer may file his ob-
jection within 7 days from the publication of this notice to the 
office of the undersigned .No any representation /objection 
shall be entertained after stipulated period. 

Dated : 16/02/2022                                               Assistant regional 
rna Transport Officer Anantnag

CCIK Concerned Over Govt 
Apathy Towards Waqf Board 
Observer News Service

Srinagar:- Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Kashmir (CCIK) has ex-
pressed serious concern over keeping 
the Waqf Board headless.

In a statement to , President 
CCIK Tariq Rashid Ghani said one 
of the main religious bodies has 
been left to fend for itself owing to 
Government's apathy towards the 
Waqf Board as a result the manage-
ment at major shrines in the Valley 
are facing problems.

Ghani said it is ironic that Gov-
ernment is not paying any heed to 

this body which is looking into the 
management of shrines which are 
the symbols of Kashmir's great and 
rich culture and history besides reli-
gious obligations

Ghani appealed to LG Adminis-
tration to appoint a Chairman to the 
Waqf Board so that these historic reli-
gious places don't face official neglect.

CCIK also appealed to Chairper-
son, Central Waqf Development Com-
mittee, Dr Darakhshan Andrabi to 
intervene in the matter

Tourism Deptt, 
KU launch 
capacity building 
programme 
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A four day capacity build-
ing programme for tourism stakehold-
ers commenced here today.

The programme is being joint-
ly organized by the Department of 
Tourism and University of Kashmir 
in collaboration with the Union Min-
istry of Tourism.

Dean, Academic Affairs, Univer-
sity of Kashmir, Prof. Farooq Masoodi; 
Director, Tourism, Kashmir, Dr. G N 
Itoo; Registrar, University of Kashmir, 
Dr. Nisar Ahmad Mir and other acade-
micians from the University and offi-
cers from Tourism Department besides 
stakeholders were present in the inau-
gural function.

In his inaugural remarks, Prof. Fa-
rooq Masoodi underlined the need for 
supplementing trade experiences with 
academic inputs for better results and 
satisfying experiences. He hoped that 
more such interactive sessions would 
be held for the stakeholders to keep 
them abreast with changing trade pat-
terns and practices.

Director, Tourism, Kashmir, Dr. G 
N Itoo in his opening remarks gave a 
resume of initiatives taken by the De-
partment for the handholding of tour-
ism stakeholders in the wake of Covid 
pandemic during the last two years. He 
said the Department carried out a vac-
cination drive among all the segments 
of the tourism trade which gave enough 
confidence to tourists and the results 
were for anyone to decipher.

DC holds Public 
Grievance Redressal 
Camp at Panzinara

SMC Commissioner holds review 
meeting with Legal, Enforcement wings
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: Commis-
sioner Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation, 
Athar Amir Khan on 

Wednesday held a detailed 
meeting with Legal and En-
forcement wings of SMC.

In a statement, issued 
to Kashmir News Service 
(KNS), a spokesperson said 
that the meeting was held to 
review cases pending in var-
ious courts including High 
Court, JK Special Tribunal 
and Municipal Magistrate.

The statement reads 
that directions were issued 

for ensuring timely filing 
or responses and replies to 
ensure cases are quickly 
disposed of by the different 
courts and later a weekly 

review mechanism was con-
stituted to ensure the same.

It reads that commission-
er directed legal and enforce-
ment wings to ensure cases 

of illegal and unauthorised 
structures which are sub ju-
dice in courts are followed up 
regularly and the stay orders 
by courts are vacated to en-
sure necessary action against 
these illegal structures.

"Instructions were also 
issued to ensure all tech-
nicalities are properly fol-
lowed in issuing notices and 
orders against illegal and 
unauthorised structures to 
ensure no undue advantage 
is taken by the violators 
in the garb. Review of all 
the Writ petitions and PILs 
with SMC as a party was 
also held."

People of South Kashmir Appreciate LG 
Administration for taking remarkable step.
Civil Society of South Kashmir particularly Historical Distt Anantnag have expressed satisfaction in post-
ing senior most forest officer having more than eleven years of experience   in handling different assign-
ments be it Deputy Director Forest Protection force, DFO Social forestry Anantnag DFO, Territorial Forest 
Division Kulgam Principal KFT College Bandipora nd Distt Soil and Water Conservation Officer Anantnag 
/ Kulgam as Divisional Forest Officer Anantnag Forest Division namely Mr. Mohmad Ramzan Mir.
This step by LG. Administration and the officers at helm prove that a senior most forest official can 
change state of forest  officers from blocks to different ranges in Anantnag forest Division that will 
boost the morals of forest officials in South Kashmir.
Remember Mr Mohmad Ramazan Mir New DFO Anantnag forest Division has been always instrumental 
in taking the Governmental programmes to the door steps of people and his work  style has been ap-
preciated by  concerned commissioners in combat covid.
We the people of south Kashmir are thankful to LG Administration for taking this huge step .
Regard

Civil Society Of SK Anantnag
Through 

rna Ab Hameed Khaday

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR FEBRUARY 16: 
In connection with the Pub-
lic Outreach Programme, the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad Wednesday conducted an 
extensive tour of Panzinara in 
the outskirts of Srinagar dis-
trict and presided over a Pub-
lic Grievance Redressal cum 
Awareness Camp under Week-
ly Block Diwas initiative.

The Weekly Block Diwas 
programme was held within 
the premises of Boys High 
School, Panzinara which wit-
nessed large participation 
of people from Panzinara-A, 
Panzinara-B and other adjoin-
ing areas of Shalteng Tehsil of 
Srinagar District.

During the Grievance Re-
dressal Camp, local DDC mem-
bers, PRI representatives, Pub-
lic delegations and scores of 
individuals projected various 
issues and demands before the 
DC particularly the long pend-
ing issue arising out of jurisdic-
tional dispute with Baramulla 
and Bandipora.

Besides, they also demand-
ed for macadamization of roads, 
augmentation of water and 
power supply, repairs of drain-
age system, bank ATM facility, 
establishment of veterinary cen-
ter and construction of Common 
Facilitation Center in the area.

After giving patient hear-
ing to the grievances and de-
mands of the public, the DC 
sought on the spot response 

from the concerned District Of-
ficers present during the Griev-
ance Redressal Camp.

He also assured the people 
of Panzinara and other adjoining 
areas that all genuine demands 
and issues projected by them will 
be taken up with concerned au-
thorities on priority particularly 
with regard to jurisdictional is-
sues. The DC also gave on the 
spot direction to the concerned 
officers for time bound redressal 
of the public issues.

Addressing the gathering, 
the DC said the purpose of hold-
ing such grievance redressal 
Camps is to take appraisal of lo-
cal issues from the general public 
for precise and on-ground assess-
ment for time bound redressal.

He said such programmes 
also provide feedback to the 
Administration to shape its in-
terventions for the public good 
and reach to the doorstep of the 
people instead of them visiting 
the DC office or other Govern-
ment Offices.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of Panchayat Raj Institu-
tions, the Deputy Commission-
er said that by strengthening 
the Panchayat Raj Institutions 
people have been empowered 
to prepare all developmental 
plans of their local areas and 
monitor their implementation 
and execution on ground.

The DC also asked the con-
cerned elected public represen-
tatives to work out the develop-
mental plan with local people for 
next financial year and finalize it 
by or before March end.
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
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phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
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monitoring the masses that passed through
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It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
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his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
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doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
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with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

O T H E R  O P I N O N

K O  V I E W

K A S H M I R

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of the

Kashmir Observer LLP

Published from: # 5- Boulevard, Srinagar-190001

Printed at: KT Press Pvt. Ltd, Rangreth Ind Area, Srinagar.

RNI Registration No: 69503/98

Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16

Editor-in-Chief : Sajjad Haider

Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja

Switchboard: (0194) 2106304

Editorial: (0194) 2502327

Email editorial: editor@kashmirobserver.net

Thursday| 17-02-2022 04
TM

India-Pak Deadlock

T
erming Kashmir as the “main difference” between 
India and Pakistan, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Tuesday said there is currently “no rela-
tionship” between the two countries and talks be-
tween them can be held only if New Delhi restores 

the special status of Jammu and Kashmir. In an interview with 
the French newspaper Le Figaro, Khan said that Pakistan’s se-
curity concerns increased after India’s decision to scrap Ar-
ticle 370 that granted J&K its semi-autonomous status under 
the Constitution. “Yes, go back to August 5, 2019, and yes, we 
can talk after that,” he told the newspaper terming India’s 
move as a violation of international law. 

New Delhi has so far not reacted to Khan’s statement. If any-
thing, it also underlines the lingering estrangement between 
the neighbours that has further deepened since New Delhi's 
move of August 5, 2019. The situation can only be expected to 
improve if the leaders of the two countries deem it in their core 
interest to engage. 

And if not then we can only hope that the current climate of 
distrust and antagonism doesn’t lead to further escalation of 
tensions. More so, when due to suspended talks, the two coun-
tries lack the diplomatic tools to manage the fallout. It is there-
fore important that the two countries get back to the dialogue 
and work towards the resolution of their longstanding issues 
for durable peace in the region.

But with both the countries looking forward to their re-
spective national elections in the following two years, it 
looks unlikely that there will be substantive efforts to en-
gage each other.  The window for dialogue is fast closing. 
Towards the end of this year,  Pakistan would already be in 
election mode circumscribing the chance and the space for 
a sustained dialogue. And by 2023 also, the government in 
New Delhi will have an eye on the 2024 polls, dissuading it 
from a troubled engagement with its neighbour. The period 
thus will hardly be conducive for purposeful dialogue. This 
leaves India, Pakistan, the coming few months to try and re-
establish the contact and hope to carry it on into the next 
two years. If they choose to squander the chance,  they are 
unlikely to get it until after 2024. But if the discourse in the 
ongoing Uttar Pradesh polls is anything to go by, the dia-
logue with Pakistan seems to be on nobody’s mind in New 
Delhi. And it is a tragedy. For such a state of affairs would 
ensure there is unlikely to be any rapprochement between 
the neighbours in the foreseeable future. We need statesmen 
who transcend the political compulsions and lead rather 
than follow their respective populations.

The Job Crisis

A
fter much uncertainty, the Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of India (LIC) has filed its Draft Red Herring 
Prospectus (DRHP) with the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI). The initial public offering is for 
31.6 crore shares or 5 per cent of the government’s 

stake. As per the DRHP, LIC’s embedded value — a measure of 
the consolidated shareholders value in an insurance company— 
has been estimated at Rs 5.39 lakh crore. While the offer price is 
yet to be disclosed, insurance companies typically tend to trade 
at a multiple of their embedded value. Thus the IPO will likely 
dwarf the recent Paytm offering, which had shattered the re-
cord for the largest offering. A successful fructification of the 
IPO by March would help the government achieve its scaled 
down disinvestment target of Rs 78,000 crore of which it has 
only been able to garner Rs 12,030 crore so far.

The size of the insurance behemoth is truly staggering. As of 
March 31, 2021, LIC had a 66.2 per cent market share in new 
business premiums, a 74.6 per cent share in individual policies 
issued, and a 81.1 per cent share of number of group policies 
issued for 2020-21. Though, increasingly LIC has been ceding 
space to private players — between 2015-16 and 2020-21, pri-
vate sector life insurance players saw their premiums grow at 
18 per cent, while LIC’s premium grew at 9 per cent — India 
is still an under-penetrated market. The country’s insurance 
density is much lower than that of other developing countries 
which indicates scope for growth.

The IPO comes at a time of tightening global financial condi-
tions. Foreign investors have already pulled out billions this year. 
And though it is bound to generate interest, there are concerns 
about the capacity of the market to absorb such a large offering. 
Further, considering that in the past, LIC has often been used by 
the government to serve its own ends — for instance, it helped 
bail out the troubled IDBI bank — there are legitimate concerns 
that its investment decisions may continue to be guided by other 
motives. As the DRHP notes: The “corporation may be required 
to take certain actions in furtherance of the GoI’s economic or 
policy objectives. There can be no assurance that such actions 
would necessarily be beneficial to our Corporation.” While a list-
ing on the exchanges will open LIC’s governance structures and 
investment decisions to public scrutiny, continued government 
interference in its decision making will affect the corporation’s 
prospects. The steep discounts that public sector companies 
trade at when compared to their private sector counterparts is 
a reflection of this pattern. Considering that LIC is a custodian of 
the policy holder’s money, the government must resist the temp-
tation of using its coffers for its own purpose.

The Indian Express

Chase Goals Not Marks
I 

have scored satisfying marks 
and have achieved it with my 
capability. I'm not defending 
myself but I don't want to de-
lude myself either. I want to talk 

about the mindset of some people 
which is rampant in Kashmir. We 
people are unaware of the actual 
meaning of education which can be 
toxic for our future generations.

Education isn't for learning how to 
make a living but to learn how to live. 
It isn't about finding one's ability by 
judging their marks in examinations 
just because a child couldn't remem-
ber what a poet wrote in his poem 

isn't going to tell us about their intel-
ligence.

We can't deny the fact that lakhs of 
people have scored full marks in ex-
ams and have achieved nothing in life 
because of unemployment.

So many people yearn for jobs, are 
depressed and are still living with 
this miserable mindset which needs 
to be changed.

Nobody thinks about the suicide cas-
es after results are announced. Why is 
it happening? The answer is us.

Why is everyone interested in the 
10th, 12th class results while nobody 
even cares about people who have no 

jobs and are suffering because of it? 
Jammu and Kashmir has the second-
worst unemployment rate among 
the States in the country and nobody 
seems to care about this unfortunate 
thing. We're only invested in running 
behind results when the main prob-
lem is thousands of adults sitting 
without jobs.

After results are out, everyone 
seems to give their two cents — some 
out of concern and others out of hab-
it. But this leaves many demotivated 
and underappreciated.

Education has nothing to do with 
marks but is important to make us 

a better person every day. The most 
powerful weapon Allah has provided 
us with is our mind which is indeed 
the force behind success.

Our mindset needs to change from 
chasing marks to chasing goals. We 
know our worth, our capabilities and 
with the grace of Almighty, we can 
achieve so much in life.

Be kind, Be jubilant and Be grateful! 
For that is the true measure of success.

May we all be crowned with happi-
ness.

Zuha Ashai
Baagaat, Srinagar

J&K's Sun 
Decentralized Solar Power Systems With Lithium Ion 

Battery Are The Future Of J&K 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

L
ast year during the COP 26 summit at 
Glasgow, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
pledged that India would cut its emis-
sions to net zero by 2070. Modi also as-
sured that by 2030 it would: increase 

non-fossil fuel energy capacity to 500 GW and 
meet counties 50 % of energy requirements from 
clean energy. In addition, India also pledged to 
reduce total projected carbon emissions by 1 bil-
lion tonnes and reduce carbon intensity of the 
economy by 45 %. As India happens to be the third 
biggest greenhouse gas emitter after the United 
States and China, this is a significant develop-
ment indeed. In order to fulfil the commitments 
made at COP 26 summit , India needs huge in-
vestment to support the non-renewable energy  
sector.  The energy sector is one of the fastest 
growing sectors in India and neither government 
financing, nor the local investments by business 
groups like Reliance , Adani or the TATAs will 
be enough to support the green energy growth. 
India requires huge international investment in 
clean energy systems so that commitments made 
at international forums are fulfilled within time 
and we are able to reduce our carbon emissions.

Community Solar Plants

As the world is undergoing a fundamental shift in 
the energy sector from fossil fuel-based systems to 
increasingly decentralized renewable energy sys-
tems at scales to suit all energy sectors. Limited en-
ergy infrastructure, population spread over vast ar-
eas and an arid climate in Jammu and Kashmir was 
a big disadvantage. But now there is an advantage 
by installing solar power generation infrastructure 
at community level. Jammu & Kashmir has un-
matched renewal energy availability. The technol-
ogies required to utilize this energy can be scaled 
to meet every need and installed wherever energy 
is needed. Furthermore, Jammu and Kashmir can 
avoid costly lock-in of centralized energy systems 
in areas previously without electricity and upgrade 
existing systems creating energy security. This will 
also ensure safeguarding our natural resources like 
forests which are off and on damaged during lay-
ing of huge transmission lines and construction of 
dams for hydropower plants.

There is an urgent need to utilize solar power po-
tential in J&K by setting up Community Solar Power 
plants  under Independent Power Producer (IPP) 
mode. Under this programme, 2 Megawatt (MW) 
Solar Power can be generated in a cluster of 10 vil-
lage panchayats. There is also a great possibility for 
the expansion of opportunities into energy services 
in every urban neighbourhood.  This will ensure 
sustainable livelihoods for families, farmers,  small 
and medium sized businesses, and multiple service 
providers. There is great potential for job creation 
in this sector. In a place like Jammu & Kashmir, we 
have a huge potential to see growth of renewable 
sources of energy particularly solar energy. This 
needs to be harnessed in driving socio-economic 
development and support the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). However, 
as of now, when it comes to solar power generation, 
the only solar plant set up in J&K is at Katra Railway 
Station, which has a generation capacity of only 1 
MW. This natural blessing entails us to exploit judi-
cially and adopt different methodology for the dif-
ferent regions of Jammu & Kashmir .

Decentralized Solar plants

The Central Government had announced plans 
to build the World's largest Solar Energy Power 
Plant farms in the Union Territory of Ladakh, 
which would be as big as 5,000 MW. This would 
be equally distributed as 2500 MW’s each for  Leh 
and Kargil. It is still unclear when the work on 
this project would  be taken up.

Due to hilly terrain, poor health of the weak 
grid, huge gap of supply demand, mismatch load 
profile, stability issue of the power system, occu-
pancy of huge areas of land required nearest to 
the load centres and nearness to urban entails us 
that we should not go for big solar power farms in 

all other areas except Leh and Kargil areas.
The most viable solution is tapping distributed 

small farms solar power through Independent Power 
Producers (IPP) community mode only. In commu-
nity mode, a group of the investors is created which 
consists of unemployed engineers, developers, rep-
resentatives from each Panchayat. They identify 60 
to 70 Kanals of hilly uncultivated ownership land/ 
lease land. Then prepare a Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) of Grid connected 2 MW Solar power farms. 
This proposal is sent to Jammu & Kashmir Energy 
Development Agency (JAKEDA) and Power Develop-
ment Department (PDD) for their approval. 

The 2MW solar power farm can be commis-
sioned in 6 months’ time and power can be evac-
uated through the nearest 11kv station/lines and 
thus making the village Panchayat self-sufficient 
vis a vis power. Once the power in each Panchay-
at is obtained, then small village industries can 
come up and usher in an era of sustainable devel-

opment with clean energy. To start with, if we si-
multaneously take 10 solar power farms of 2MW 
each, this means that 20MW solar power in Inde-
pendent Power Producers (IPP) community mode 
can be obtained in a shortest span of 6 months 
besides creating employment opportunities for 
the people in each village panchayat. The income 
from these farms can be shared proportionally 
for the development of the Panchayat.

 Policy formulation

The Jammu & Kashmir Government must for-
mulate a simple policy for utilizing solar energy 
under IPP mode as expeditiously as possible. This 
would ensure participation of more and more lo-
cal developers especially the unemployed edu-
cated youth, unemployed engineers and other 
technocrats for taking up 2MW small solar power 
farms in all the hilly areas of Jammu & Kashmir. 
Moreover, any experience and huge turn over 
clause in the agreement /policy should not be 
made as essential criteria as this would deprive 
local entrepreneurs from setting up these small 
solar power projects. If the target to achieve 1150 
MW of solar power is to be achieved by year 2022 
then the Government has to have liberal policies 
and local residents of Jammu & Kashmir should 
be given preference in setting up these small 
projects. This will not only give us clean energy 
but will also create employment opportunities 
for the many unemployed technocrats and people 
living in the villages where such projects would 
be taken up. A single window system should be 
created by the Government for helping local en-
trepreneurs to participate in this entire process.

Lithium ion Batteries  

The traditional solar lights used lead acid bat-
teries and they were a popular choice because of 
their compatible price range. One of the big chal-
lenges in using lead acid batteries in solar light-
ing units is that they require bigger solar panels 
and in order to charge a lead acid battery, a solar 
panel has to produce a minimum 12 Volts, there-
fore, during non-sunny days, it is almost impos-
sible to charge these batteries.  The modern solar 
based lighting systems for domestic consump-
tion use Lithium-ion batteries which are better 
than their earlier counterparts in the context of 
price and size.  Lithium batteries have been in use 
for commercial applications since the 1990s and 
over the last few years, it is proven to be the most 
used and reliable energy storage technology.  
They are being used to operate laptops, medical 
equipment, mobile phones, cameras, electric ve-
hicles, etc. Their high energy density and being 
the lightest metal help them produce a lot of en-
ergy without being heavy, which works perfectly 
for the present-day lightweight, energy-efficient 
solar lights.  Li-ion batteries live up to five times 
longer than lead-acid batteries with an average 
lifespan of around 5 to 6 years.  Since they do not 
require frequent maintenance like lead acid bat-
teries, they are practically the best for solar lights.

Conclusion

The huge international investments in clean 
energy systems in India in the next 5 to 10 years 
means more job creation in this sector. There is a 
great potential for solar based energy systems in 
Jammu & Kashmir which is much needed as the 
complete focus of successive Governments has 
been on hydropower which is in fact a non-fossil 
energy source but creating such plants, we have to 
sacrifice our mountains and forests. It causes huge 
environmental disasters which are visible in Doda, 
Kishtwar, Ramban, Reasi and other areas. The peo-
ple living in these areas are still not getting unin-
terrupted electricity. Even after creating so many 
hydropower plants in the last 40 years, cities like 
Srinagar or Jammu still don’t get 24 x 7 electricity? 
The winter months are more pathetic. I believe de-
centralized solar power plants for villages and resi-
dential colonies is a great idea. The Government 
must definitely opt for this to reduce the future 
destruction of our forests and water bodies.

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the editorial 

stance of Kashmir Observer

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is a Srinagar based 
activist and columnist. He is an Anant Fellow 

for Climate Action
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Why Grades Don't Really Matter 
That Much After All

Lauren Schuhmacher

S
omething I want tattooed on my 
forehead is "grades don't mat-
ter." The current perception of 
the importance of grades in aca-
demia dumbfounds me, because 

I think that by caring too much about 
grades, most students are missing the 
point of education.

A college education is often cited as a 
prerequisite for a "good job" out in "the 
real world" (both terms that I hate). With 
this understanding of the importance of 
college, many students get wrapped up 
in their grades, often taking them as val-
ue statements on their own self-worth. 
It's really easy to get trapped in the cycle 
of getting good grades to get a good job 
to make a lot of money to pay for a house 
to support a family to send your own 
kids to college so they can get a good job 
and make lots of money. When this hap-
pens, grades become the foundation for 
an entire future -- and perhaps even the 
foundation of your child's future, which 
is honestly just way too much pressure.

Aside from wanting to take some 
pressure off myself, I maintain that 
grades really aren't that important be-
cause I value education for more than 
its spot on my résumé. The reason I'm 
in college isn't to get a good job later. 
I would be here even if I knew I would 
never, ever get a job, because I think 
that college is worth something much 
more important than some money later 
on. I think that education is about bet-
ter knowing yourself, better knowing 
the world around you, and attempting 
to figure out your place in the world. 
Understanding reality and your role in 
it ("Knowing thyself," as the ancient 
Greeks said), is infinitely more valu-
able than any material consequences 
of a diploma. Education is about self-
improvement, not about the number of 
zeros on the end of a paycheck.

With this in mind, I think that grades 
start to lose their novelty. By valuing 
education for its personal return in-
stead of its financial return, grades be-
come less of a statement on the future 
and more of a (mostly) inconsequential 

part of knowing thyself. None of this is 
to say that it isn't important to work 
hard in school, which will often pro-
duce good grades, as working hard is 
part of improving yourself. What this 
means is that there is no need to get in 
a huff about a disappointing grade here 
or there: it isn't a comment on self-val-
ue, and it isn't a comment on projected 
success out in "the real world" (as op-
posed to this world, the fake one).

Grades have their place. They're a nec-
essary part of education. What they 
aren't a necessary part of is self-esteem. 
They don't really matter because they 
don't define us: what defines us is the 
changes education makes within us. So 
maybe I got a B or a C on that last exam, 
but am I better overall for having taken 
the class? The answer is usually yes. And 
that is what makes education worth-
while. Forget the grades, forget the jobs, 
and just try to become a better person, 
enjoying the ridiculous luxury that edu-
cation is.

Huffpost Blogs 

GRADES HAVE THEIR PLACE. THEY'RE A NECESSARY 
part of education. What they aren't a necessary part of is self-esteem. They 
don't really matter because they don't define us: what defines us is the 

changes education makes within us

WITH THIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPORTANCE OF COLLEGE, MANY 
students get wrapped up in their grades, often taking them as value statements on their own self-worth. It's 
really easy to get trapped in the cycle of getting good grades to get a good job to make a lot of money to pay for 

a house to support a family to send your own kids to college so they can get a good job and make lots of money. 

The Dangers Of Perfectionism 
Andrew P. Hill

D
epending on the circumstanc-
es, perfectionism can lead to 
better performance in school 
or at work. Or it can make 
performance worse. But any 

performance gains are likely to be out-
weighed by wellbeing issues. There are 
links between perfectionism and burnout 
and depression, for example.

Evidence for these types of negative 
effects has been found in a range of set-
tings, including among young people for 
whom perfectionism is a vulnerability 
factor for mental health. However, prac-
tical measures – like school lessons – 
could make a difference.

Perfectionism is a personality char-
acteristic that includes the tendency 
to have unrealistically high standards 
and to be overly critical. It can lead to a 
complex mix of a desire to prove your-
self and a fear of inadequacy, and conse-
quently the frequent experience of anxi-
ety, worry and doubt.

There are some recent studies that viv-
idly illustrate the vulnerability of young 
people to perfectionism. For example, in 
one study led by one of the PhD students 
in my research group looked at the re-
lationship between perfectionism and 
social media use.

The study of 135 adolescent girls found 
the female teenagers who were most 
likely to report depressive symptoms 
when comparing their appearance to 
others were those who reported higher 
levels of “self-critical perfectionism”.

Our research group also conducted a 
large review of academic research that 
has been conducted on perfectionism 
among academically gifted students. This 
also showed the various ways perfection-
ism can influence students.

Drawing from 36 studies in this area, 
we found that the doubts, concerns, 
and fears characteristic of perfection-
ism can take their toll on even the most 
talented students.

Surprisingly, only one study had test-
ed out practical ways to address perfec-
tionism. The findings were promising, 
though. There was some evidence that a 
series of lessons focused on coping with 
pressures, expectations, and the un-
healthy aspects of perfectionism could 
help students.

We were motivated by the lack of work 
in this area and the belief that teachers 
and schools can play a key role in pre-
venting difficulties with perfectionism 
before they arise. We have explored 
what can be done in the classroom to 
support students who have perfection-
istic tendencies.

Practical approaches

Working with the education charity the 
National Association for Able Children in 
Education (NACE), colleagues and I have 
put together resources to help schools 
respond to this area of concern and to 
provide practical suggestions for young 
people, teachers and parents.

One of our resources is a simple class-
room lesson designed to increase levels 
of “perfectionism literacy”. Our inten-
tion in creating the resource was to help 
young people recognise the features of 
perfectionism, increase their knowledge 

of the help available, and become more 
willing to seek help if needed.

The lesson provides information on 
perfectionism and includes an activity 
focused on the difference between per-
fectionism and doing things well.

The purpose of this task is to empha-
sise that often, good is good enough. 
Pursuing perfection is unnecessary and 
unrealistic, and working hard and doing 
your best is not only different from aim-
ing to be perfect, but also a better and 
more rewarding goal.

Another activity teaches young people 

about different “flavours” of perfection-
ism. This analogy draws attention to 
how perfectionism comes in different 
forms and how it can include views of 
others and how others view us.

We tend to think of perfectionism in 
personal terms – having unrealistic 
standards for ourselves, for example. 
However, perfectionism can also in-
clude others, expecting perfection from 
others or believing that others expect 
you to be perfect.

This means that perfectionism influ-
ences not only our own wellbeing but 

can also have a negative impact on our 
relationships with others.

We recently piloted the materials in one 
secondary school. Students were guided 
through the lesson by a teacher who re-
ceived a small amount of training and the 
opportunity to ask questions and practice 
with the materials.

Our evaluation of the lesson showed 
that it had a positive impact on students. 
Following the lesson, students reported 
they had more knowledge of perfection-
ism and better recognised the impor-
tance of seeking support if needed.

It is also important that teachers 
consider the degree to which current 
practice in their classrooms might 
inadvertently encourage, rather than 
discourage, perfectionistic thinking in 
their students.

Unrealistic expectations, frequent or 
excessive criticism, anxiousness over 
mistakes, and public use of rewards 
and sanctions may all reinforce per-
fectionism in students. Although this 
is a new area of research and teaching 
practice, we think it is key to long-
term positive changes.

Teachers and parents need to be able 
to recognise perfectionistic behaviour 
and the difficulties that children and 
young people may experience as a 
result. In schools, increasing the un-
derstanding of perfectionism among 
teachers is a useful way of supporting 
student wellbeing.

The author is Professor in the School of 
Science, Technology, and Health, York St 
John University. The article was originally 

published by The Conversation 

UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS, FREQUENT OR EXCESSIVE CRITICISM, 
anxiousness over mistakes, and public use of rewards and sanctions may all reinforce perfectionism in students. 
Although this is a new area of research and teaching practice, we think it is key to long-term positive changes
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Guj HC Pulls Up Man For Seeking 
Readmission To MBBS Course 
Over 30 Years After Dropping Out
AGENCEIS

Ahmedabad: While hearing 
the case of a 50-year-old man 
seeking readmission to MBBS 
course over three decades after 
dropping out, the Gujarat High 
Court on Wednesday said the 
petitioner cannot be permitted 
to act as per his whims and play 
with people's lives.

The court of Justice Bhargav D 
Karia was hearing a plea filed by 
one Kandip Joshi, who had ap-
peared for his second-year MBBS 
exams at Baroda Medical College 
in 1988 and later dropped out 
due to personal reasons.

The petitioner, who is cur-
rently engaged in some busi-
ness, wanted to pursue his third 
year MBBS course and appear 
for the exam at the same col-
lege, more than 30 years later, 
Joshi's lawyer told the court.

The court wanted to know 
why he should continue to 
pursue the MBBS course at this 
stage in life and "play with the 
lives of people".

"Suppose there are no rules 
(for such readmissions). Even 

then, you cannot be permitted 
to act as per your whims, more 
particularly when you are going 
to play with the lives of people," 
the court observed while hear-
ing his plea.

"Why should he waste what 
will he get after this? Can he do 
an internship at the age of 50? It 
is not possible. How many chil-
dren (does he have)? At the age of 
50, his children must be in the age 
of pursuing MBBS course. Will he 
study with his children for the 
course?" Justice Karia asked.

He further said that the peti-
tioner was bound to fail if he ap-
peared for the exam, especially 
as he will be attending the new 
course after such a long gap.

When Joshi's lawyer argued 
that the petitioner sought to 
study the third-year course be-
fore taking the exam, the court 
said that such a permission can-
not be granted.

"Why should he be ready at 
this stage of life, to start from 
scratch?" the court questioned.

It further noted that the syl-
labus would have changed sev-
eral times with the advances 

in medical science over the last 
three decades.

"The course for which you ap-
peared for the first and second 
year MBBS exams does not ex-
ist, then where is the question 
of permitting you for the third 
year?" Justice Karia asked.

Joshi had first approached the 
college in 2013 seeking read-
mission in the third year, and af-
ter being denied, he approached 
the court, which dismissed his 
plea in 2019, while giving him 
the liberty to approach the 
Medical Council of India (MCI) 
with representation.

The petitioner's lawyer stated 
that when Joshi approached 
the MCI, it rejected his request 
stating that "the duration of 
discontinuation allowed shall 
be five years from the period of 
discontinuation".

It said that the date of appli-
cation for rejoining should not 
be later than five years from 
the date of discontinuation. In 
Joshi's case, it was 31 years since 
he first approached the Dean of 
the Medical College at Vadodara 
in 2013, his lawyer said.

ED Files Money Laundering Case In ABG Shipyard Bank Fraud
Agenceis

NEW DELHI: The ED has regis-
tered a criminal case of money 
laundering against ABG Shipyard 
Ltd, its former promoters along 
with others for allegedly cheat-
ing a consortium of 28 banks 
of over Rs 22,842 crore, official 
sources said on Wednesday.

The action comes days after 
the CBI registered an FIR in the 
country's biggest alleged bank 
loan fraud case till date.

The ED case has been filed un-
der sections of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) after the investigators 
studied the CBI complaint and 
the forensic audit report, the 
sources said.

They added that the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
will specifically look into the 
charges of alleged "diversion" of 
bank loan funds, creation of shell 
firms to launder public money 
and the role of the executives of 
the company and others.

Instances of "huge investments" 
being made in the overseas sub-
sidiary of the company by "divert-
ing" the loans will also form an es-
sential part of the ED probe.

The agency can also move 
to attach assets of the accused 
once money laundering and 
layering of funds is established, 

they said.
The loans given to the com-

pany include categories like 
CC (cash credit) loan, term 
loan, letter of credit, bank 
guarantee etc.

The CBI had booked ABG 
Shipyard Ltd and its then chair-
man and managing director 
Rishi Kamlesh Agarwal, along 
with others, for allegedly cheat-
ing the consortium of banks of 
over Rs 22,842 crore.

It had also named the then 
executive director Santhanam 
Muthaswamy, directors 
Ashwini Kumar, Sushil Kumar 
Agarwal and Ravi Vimal 
Nevetia and another company 
ABG International Pvt Ltd for 
alleged offences of criminal 
conspiracy, cheating, crimi-
nal breach of trust and abuse 
of official position under the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the 
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The accused in the ED case 
are the same, they said.

The CBI FIR came about after 
the State Bank of India (SBI) 
first filed a complaint with it on 
November 8, 2019 after which 
the agency sought some clarifi-
cations on March 12, 2020.

The bank filed a fresh com-
plaint in August that year. After 
"scrutinising" the complaint for 
over one-and-a-half years, the 

CBI filed an FIR on February 7.
The company was sanc-

tioned credit facilities from 28 
banks and financial institutions 
led by ICICI Bank, with the SBI 
having exposure of Rs 2468.51 
crore.

A forensic audit by Ernst and 
Young showed that between 
2012-17, the accused colluded 
together and committed illegal 
activities, including diversion 
of funds, misappropriation and 
criminal breach of trust, the CBI 
had said.

The CBI had said in a state-
ment that the funds (bank 
loans) were used by the com-
pany and its promoters for pur-
poses other than for which they 
were released by banks.

The loan account was de-
clared a non-performing asset 
(NPA) in July, 2016 and a fraud 
in 2019.

In its complaint, the SBI said 
ABG Shipyard Ltd (ABGSL) is 
the flagship company of the 
ABG Group which engaged in 
the business of shipbuilding 
and ship-repair.

The ABGSL, being a major 
player in Indian shipbuilding 
industry, operates from ship-
yards that are located at Dahej 
and Surat in Gujarat, with a 
capacity to build vessels up to 
18,000 dead weight tonnage 

(DWT) at Surat Shipyard and 
1,20,000 dead weight tonnage 
(DWT) at Dahej Shipyard.

The company has construct-
ed over 165 vessels, including 
46 for export market, in the 
last 16 years, including special-
ised vessels like the newsprint 
carriers, self-discharging and 
loading bulk cement carriers, 
floating cranes etc with class 
approval of all international 
classification societies like 
Lloyds, American Bureau of 
Shipping, Bureau Veritas, IRS, 
DNV, the complaint said.

"Global crisis has impacted 
the shipping industry due to 
fall in commodity demand and 
prices and subsequent fall in 
cargo demand. The cancellation 
of contracts for few ships and 
vessels resulted in piling up of 
inventory. This has resulted in 
paucity of working capital and 
caused significant increase in 
the operating cycle, thereby ag-
gravating the liquidity problem 
and financial problem," the SBI 
complaint said.

It added there was no de-
mand of commercial vessels as 
the industry was going through 
a downturn even in 2015 which 
was further aggravated due to 
lack of defence orders, making 
it difficult for the company to 
maintain re-payment schedule.
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78% Students
have again outshined boys with top 

positions in all streams as 75 percent of 
the 72,000 candidates passed the 12th 
class examination. One of the toppers, 
Arusa Parvaiz’s moment of delight be-
came a moment of depression for her 
and her family after she faced vicious 
trolling for her dress code.

Shifa Shafi from Fayaz educational in-
stitute, Nowgam— who has also secured 
a top position in the valley—says that it’s 
just because of Allah, teachers and her 
parents, she has managed to bring lau-
rels to her family.

“Even though due to the pandemic 
our education shifted towards online, 
but our school never compromised on 
the quality of education that was being 
given to us. Our teachers were con-
stantly sending us notes and videos, so 
that our education couldn’t suffer and 
it’s because of that struggle, I was able 
to secure a top position,” Shifa said.

Another topper, Hashim Nazir of 
Dooru Anantnag says that it’s because 
of a student’s hard work and drive to 
success, that brings laurels into one’s 
life.

“If one wishes to work hard and has 
that flair to become successful, no one 
can stop him from reaching that point. 
In my case also, that was what pushed 
me to study more and more. I’ll con-
tinue to work hard to bring more lau-
rels to my family and make them feel 
proud.” Hashim said.
LG, Abdullah’s

National Conference Party President, 
Member of Parliament from Srinagar, 
Dr Farooq Abdullah, and Vice President, 
Omar Abdullah also extended warm fe-
licitations to the students, who quali-
fied 10th class JKBOSE.

According to a statement issued 
here, Dr Farooq said, “I congratulate 
the students and pray that the student 
fraternity conquers many more sum-
mits in their life and live a successful, 
prosperous life.”

Party Vice President Omar Abdullah 
while congratulating all the successful 
students said he appreciated the con-
sistent efforts of the teaching and non-
teaching staff, students and parents in 
these trying times.

“I congratulate the successful can-
didates. I hope that they will keep up 
with the hard work,” he said.

Apni Party President Syed Altaf 
Bukhari also congratulated students 
who successfully passed the board 
examinations and extended his best 
wishes for the future endeavours.

 “Our toppers have proved that de-
spite uncertainties due to COVID pan-
demic, they still outshined in the board 
exams. Securing 500 out of 500 shows 
that our students are next to none. 
They have done a commendable job,” 
he said.

 “I extend my heartiest congratula-
tions to the toppers of the Board ex-
amination. They made the whole valley 
proud, “he said.

 He also congratulated the teachers 
and parents for their hard work during 
the tough circumstances.
Govt Meet

the offline classes in Jammu region 
for 9th to 12th standard shall com-
mence February-14 and in the case of 
Winter Zone Schools of J&K shall com-
mence offline teaching for all classes 
after 28th of February 2022.
Covid-19 Cases

In the Valley, officials said, Srinagar 
reported the highest 50 new cases of 
Coronavirus, Kupwara 18, Budgam 14, 
Baramulla 8, Bandipora 5, three each in

Pulwama and Anantnag, Ganderbal 
2 and Shopian 1. Kulgam was the only 

district in the Valley where no new 
cases of Covid-19 were detected today.

In the winter capital, officials said, 
Jammu registered a maximum of 54 
fresh cases of virus, Doda 39, Poonch 
and Ramban 9 each, Udhampur 8, 
three each in Rajouri and Kathua and 
Kishtwar 1. The twin districts of Samba 
and Reasi detected no new cases of 
Covid-19.

“Moreover, 827 more COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 356 from Jammu Division and 471 
from Kashmir Division,” they said.

Also, the officials said that the death 
toll in the pandemic remained at 4745 
in J&K as no fresh fatality was reported 
during the last 24 hours.

The officials further added that no 
new cases of Mucormycosis were re-
ported today, thus the total number of 
confirmed cases remains 51 across J&K.
Govt Slapped

75% in respect of the land measuring 
85 kanals and 02 marlas but no pay-
ment of land measuring 22 kanals and 
06 marlas of the propriety land and 42 
kanals and 15 marlas of the State and 
Shamlat land has been made to any-
one.” reads the court order, a copy of 
which lies with Kashmir Observer.

The division bench has further stat-
ed that the villagers as such have been 
deprived of the proper compensation 
of the acquired land which is clearly 
violative of the statutory provisions 
of the Land Acquisition Act and Article 
300 A of the Constitution of India.

“It rather amounts to denial of the 
basic human right to the villagers for 
almost about forty years.” the division 
bench said.

The court further noted that this 
kind of action or omission on the part 
of the State authorities is not accept-
able and cannot be allowed to continue 
for an indefinite period. The relief to 
grant rent ₹10,000/Kanal/year is also 
not admissible for the reason that un-
der the Act petitioners are only entitled 
to only monetary compensation and 
not anything else.” recorded the court.

The court strictly noted that the writ 
petition is allowed with exemplary 
costs of ₹ 10.00 lakhs for dragging 
the villagers in unnecessary litigation 
for decades and for depriving them 
of their property without adequately 
compensating them for such a long 
period.

The division bench also recorded 
that the Chief Secretary under whom 
all the departments of the State func-
tion, would take positive action in the 
matter and see to it that the award as 
directed is passed.

“Stiff action is taken against all those 
officers, who were involved and re-
sponsible for not allowing the award to 
be passed immediately after the tenta-
tive award had been prepared and an-
nounced.” observed the division bench.
Northern Command

and lauded the strong counter infil-
tration grid along the Line of Control, 
the spokesman said.

He said the Army Commander also 
appreciated the strict control exer-
cised by the formation to abide by the 
ceasefire understanding between the 
DGMOs of both India and Pakistan, 
which will complete one year on 
February 25, 2022.

“For the hinterland, the Army 
Commander complimented Chinar 
Corps for the conduct of operations 
with precision ensuring zero collateral 
damage.

He was appreciative of the excel-
lent Soldier Citizen connect activities, 
which have resulted in overall reduc-
tion in the militant recruitments,” the 
spokesman said.

Let Gen Dwivedi also paid homage 
to the 40 CRPF men who were killed 
in a suicide attack three years ago in 
Pulwama.

The Army Commander also interact-
ed with various civil functionaries and 
members of the civil society.

He appreciated the rapid steps that 
are being taken by all agencies for sus-
tainable peace and development of 
Kashmir.

He lauded the synergy between all 
elements of the security forces and the 
Civil Administration.
SIA Arrests 10

to admissible evidence in court was 
used to ascertain and confirm the JESH 
OGW membership of the individuals,” 
the police spokesperson said.

The module, he said, could be con-
nected to other modules through 
higher levels of JeM leadership. He said 
their discovery is likely as the investi-
gation rolls out in coming days.

“The detected portion of the mod-
ule had been active in recruiting other 
young persons, arranging finances, 
transporting weapons in south and 
central Kashmir besides providing oth-
er logistic support,” he added.

In the searches, the police spokes-
person said that besides arrests, cell 
phones, SIM cards, records to show use 
of banking channels and even a dum-
my pistol were seized.

Among arrested persons, he said, 
there is one at whose house four mili-
tants had been killed on 4th of April 
2020.

“The hitherto unknown module was 
working towards furthering terror ac-
tivities in south and central Kashmir. 
The arrested members were mostly 
recruiting vulnerable school and col-
lege going students as a few of them 
are students themselves. They were in 
close connection with the regular ter-
rorists of JESH outfit and had been un-
der surveillance for quite some time,” 
he said.

“The digital records seized are being 
sent to FSL for evidence analysis and 
the arrested persons would be pre-
sented before the NIA court in Srinagar 
seeking permission for custodial ques-
tioning,” he added.

The police spokesperson further said 
that it is believed the arrests and sub-
sequent follow up investigation would 
dent the upper ground network of JeM 
and degrade its ability to undertake 
militant activities across the valley.
NIA Raids 9 
Kashmir Police and CRPF carried out 
searches at 9 locations in the districts 
of Srinagar (2 locations), Kupwara (2), 
Anantnag (1), Pulwama (1), Bandipora 
(1), Kulgam (1 location) and Baramulla 
(1 location) in NIA case RC-04/2021/
NIA/JMU,” NIA said in a statement.

The case pertains to recovery of 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) 
from Bhatindi area of Jammu, it said. 
“After investigation five accused 
persons have been arrested in the 
instant case till date, out of which 
three accused were chargesheeted on 
22.12.2021,” NIA said, adding, “During 
the searches conducted today incrimi-
nating material and digital devices 
have been seized from the premises of 
suspects in the case.”

Further Investigation in the case 
continues, the NIA added.
J&K Awaits Funds

the J&K government planned to 
set- up 23 small hydroelectric projects 
(SHPs) with a total estimated cost of 
around Rs 3900 crore.

According to details, 19 DPRs of these 
projects were prepared while DPRs of 
remaining four are under finalization.

The documents reveal that the J&K 

Government has repeatedly taken up 
the matter of release of funds with the 
Government of India.

“The Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir vide various communica-
tions dated 12.03.2019, 31.07.2019, 
22.06.2020 & 04.06.2021 has request-
ed the Ministry of New & Renewable 
Energy, Government of India for sanc-
tion of central financial assistance to 
the tune of 60% of the project cost for 
each of the small hydel project,” the 
documents state.

So far, the MNRE has released only 
Rs five crore for setting up of one of 
the SHPs, namely Karnah through the 
erstwhile normal small hydroelectric 
project scheme.

According to documents, the Jammu 
& Kashmir Power Development 
Corporation’s plan for tendering of 
three more projects has been held-up 
due to lack of clarity on funding.

“JKPDC has initiated tendering for 
three more projects which are ready 
for allotment. However, in the absence 
of clarity on the financing pattern, all 
further action is held up,” the docu-
ments state—(KNO)
Lost Livestock: 

fresh figures remain a work in prog-
ress, many don’t consider cattle theft a 
serious crime—but the victims lament 
over the looted livelihood.

Gangs At Play

Dairy farmers believe that there’s an 
intra-district organized gang behind all 
the thefts.

The stolen cattle from North 
Kashmir, they say, are transported to 
the South Kashmir and vice-versa.

In past, such organized barn break-
ins had become a flashpoint of fury in 
the valley.

When scores of cattle theft incidents 
rocked South Kashmir in early 2016, vil-
lagers staged a massive protest decrying 
how cattle smugglers stole sheep, cows 
and oxens in broad-day light.

“But since then we’ve busted many 
gangs of cattle thieves in south Kashmir,” 
a senior police officer told Kashmir 
Observer.“During sustained interrogation, 
the accused accepted their involvement in 
other similar cases.”

While the frequency of these cases is 
high, the officer said its conviction rate 
is equally high. “A victim of these thefts 
was served justice in Kulgam district in 
March 2021 where police had arrested 
one person and recovered cattle worth 
lakhs from his possession.”

Case of Concern
However, Bashir Malik, a labourer 

from Budgam, says his stolen cattle 
worth Rs 1.30 lakhs is nowhere to be 
found.

He lost his six sheep and a bull in a 
barn burglary in July 2021.

“I had purchased those animals from 
a few local farmers and had planned to 
sell them off on Eid-ul-Adha to make a 
little extra money,” Bashir said.

“I didn’t know I would end up having 
an unhappy festival.”

Similarly, five cows including 
calves were stolen from the barn of 
Abdul Ahad Dar of Kunsoo, Shopian 
in September 2021. The family got to 
know about the theft the next morning 
when they went to milk the cows.

After searching almost the entire 
area, the family gave up. In a similar in-
cident at Sugan village of Zainapora area 
of Shopian, a dozen cattle were stolen.

“Not everyone gets their cattle back,” 
Ahad said. “And given the frequency of 
these thefts, many farmers have given 
up the idea of cattle rearing now.”

Kokernag Sinkhole
appeared in the Brengi stream that 

had caused panic among the natives of 

the area. Besides causing panic among 
the locals, another victim of this sink-
hole—which has dried up the major 
portion of the stream—were the special 
trout fishes who had died in large num-
bers as the sinkhole has left the down-
stream part of the stream completely 
dry.

Pertinently, many experts especially 
from the J&K’s Flood & Irrigation de-
partment and Geology and Mining 
department believed that the vertical 
hole in the stream is a natural phe-
nomenon. However, contradicting 
such claims, many self-proclaimed 
experts had claimed that the appear-
ance of this vertical hole was another 
alarm being raised against the depres-
sion caused on Kashmir’s environment 
through Climatic Changes.

Talking to Kashmir Observer, 
Associate Professor at Earth Sciences 
Department of Kashmir University, Dr. 
Reyaz Dar said that this is completely a 
natural phenomenon that is a common 
sight for experts.

“Beneath boulders in any river 
or stream, there’s a layer known as 
Limestone. So, as limestone’s composi-
tion is calcium carbonate which is very 
prone to solution or chemical activi-
ties,” says Dr. Reyaz.

“And because of its chemical solu-
tion, it usually develops holes, one 
of which is the sinkhole which we’re 
currently witnessing in Brengi. So, 
it’s completely natural and people 
shouldn’t worry about it. It is abso-
lutely nonsensical to co-link climate 
change with this sinkhole

He further added, “In Kashmir, due 
to tectonic activities there are many 
faults and deformations of rocks which 
provides a passage to the water and 
somehow creates such sinkholes.”

Notably, due to the sinkhole, the 
water supply in the area has also been 
affected, however, the Flood and ir-
rigation Department on Sunday had 
already pressed in men and machin-
ery that had diverted the flow of wa-
ter from going into the sinkhole to 
downstream.

Dr. Farooq, an expert on Geology 
and currently working as a professor 
at Kashmir University says that in such 
cases, the biggest challenge for experts 
is to find the way from where the water 
is oozing.

“The sinkhole phenomenon is com-
pletely natural, unless any human in-
terference is noted. Wherever there’s a 
presence of limestone, there are equal 
chances of sinkholes. In Kashmir, as 
like other places, such topography is 
known as karst topography

What matters for the experts and 
respective departments is to find the 
outlet of the water that is going into 
the sinkhole. Usually that water gets 
mixed up with the ground water and 
then flows into streams and other trib-
utaries of the river. However, that can 
only be found out through research of 
the water that will help experts to un-
derstand the composition of water and 
will subsequently help in finding the 
outlet.” says Dr. Farooq.

He also added, “the best solution 
is to fill up the sinkhole with build-
ers and other materials. However, the 
expert committee also needs to look 
into other possibilities as it’s likely that 
some other small scale sinkholes are 
also present in the stream.”

It is pertinent to mention here that 
the DC Anantnag Piyush Singla has al-
ready formed an expert committee to 
study the occurrence in detail and sub-
mit a report within two days.

“We would take a decision on treat-
ing this sinkhole once the expert com-
mittee submits its report,” he said.

As per an official from the Flood and 
Irrigation Department, the outlet of the 
underground artificial channel is yet to 

be found. “Till now, we haven’t found 
any outlet, but experts and other men 
and machinery are working on it.”
Admin Cautions

by Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Kokernag, a number of media person-
nel continue to move close to and into 
the sinkhole, posing threat to their 
own life,” Tehsildar Kokernag said in an 
advisory issued today.

“This in turn attracts the general 
public near the sinkhole which in-
creases the threat to life and makes 
crowd control difficult for the admin-
istration,” reads the advisory, adding, 
“Hence all media personnel are hereby 
advised and warned not to violate 
the restrictions imposed around the 
sinkhole.”

He said action under relevant sec-
tions of law shall be taken against any-
one found violating the order.

The vertical sinkhole in the Brengi 
stream at Wandevalgam village has 
disrupted its water flow and as per ex-
perts it is a natural phenomenon devel-
oped due to the gradual dissolution of 
limestone rocks in the water body.
LG Greets People

social equality; compassion and jus-
tice have a great relevance today, an of-
ficial spokesperson said.

“I bow to Sant Guru Ravidas Ji on 
his Jayanti.  Guru Ji’s eternal teachings 
guided the humanity to lead a virtuous 
and noble life. His ideals to end all dis-
crimination based on caste, colour and 
creed are a source of inspiration for us 
to create a just and humane society,” 
Sinha said.

May this auspicious occasion bring 
sustained peace and progress in the 
UT and prosperity in the lives of the 
people,” he added.
Sarpanch Caught

Begum, Sarpanch, Khulchohar was 
arrested by the sleuths of the anti-graft 
body for accepting a bribe of Rs6,500/- 
for approving work files related to 
works executed by the complainant, an 
ACB spokesperson said Wednesday.

Giving more details of the case, he 
said, ACB received a complaint alleg-
ing that the woman Sarpanch had 
demanded Rs 6500 on account of ap-
proving work files related to works 
executed under MGNREGA, 14 FC 
and SBM through the office of BDO 
Shangus.

“Upon receiving the instant com-
plaint prima facie offence U/S 7 of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act 1988 was 
found made out. Consequently, case 
FIR No. 03/2022 was registered at P/S 
ACB Anantnag,” he said.

Subsequently, the Bureau spokesper-
son said that a trap team was consti-
tuted that caught Hafiza Begum while 
demanding and accepting a bribe of Rs 
6500/- from the complainant.

“She was arrested and taken into 
custody by the ACB Team. The bribe 
money was also recovered from her 
possession in presence of independent 
witnesses,” he said, adding “Further 
investigations of the case is going on,”
3.2 Magnitude

5.43 am in Kashmir, an official of the 
Disaster Management authority said.

He said the epicentre of the earth-
quake was 15 kilometres south-south-
west of Pahalgam, the base camp for 
Shri Amarnath yatra, at a depth of 16 
kilometres.

The official said there were no re-
ports of any damage so far. (PTI)
Heart Attack Kills

to a nearby health facility where 
doctors declared him brought dead.

The deceased was a resident of Bidan 
Nagar area of West Bengal.

UK PM 
Rules Out 
Tougher 
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'J&K Achieved First Rank 
Among UTs In NeSDA-2021'

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta said on Wednes-
day that the launch of District 
Good Governance Index (DGGI) 
for the UT of J&K was a remark-
able achievement for the ad-
ministration as it is a major step 
towards enhancing efficiency in 
governance and improving the 
Public Service Delivery on the 
ground.

Mehta made these remarks 
while co-chaired a meeting 
with V Srinivas, Secretary, De-
partment of Administrative 
Reforms and Public Grievances 
(DARPG), GoI to review the de-
velopment and functioning of 
District Good Governance Index 
(DGGI) portal and Dashboard 
for the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by Principal Secretary, General 
Administration Department, 
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi; DG IM-
PARD, Saurabh Bhagat; Secre-
tary IT, Prerna Puri; Secretary, 
PDMD, Sushma Chauhan; CEO, 
JKEGA, Amit Sharma, senior of-
ficers of J&KIMPARD.

The portal has been made 
with an objective to monitor 
the progress of districts on sev-
eral given indicators, identifica-
tion of key areas improvement 
and assessment of comparative 
performance of districts on a 
real time basis.

Speaking during the meeting, 
the Chief Secretary said that the 
launch of District Good Gover-
nance Index (DGGI) for the UT of 
J&K was a remarkable achieve-
ment for the administration of 
J&K as it is a major step towards 
enhancing efficiency in gover-
nance and improving the Public 
Service Delivery on the ground.

He added that to reap the 
benefits of DGGI for each dis-
trict and improve governance 
and public service delivery, this 
portal has been formed which 
will make them result-oriented 
on services provided and also 
improve their public service de-
livery mechanism.

The Chief Secretary directed 
the officers to host diverse in-
formation on the DGGI dash-
board alongside the results of 

the index so that the public gets 
aware about the performance 
of their respective districts.

The Chief Secretary also di-
rected the officers of Planning 
Department to utilize the ser-
vices of District Statistics Evalu-
ation Officers (DSEOs)  for com-
piling the comparative data to 
be hosted on the DGGI portal.

He also directed the DG, JKIM-
PARD to organize training for the 
DSEOs in consultation with the 
DARPG so that they get well ac-
quainted about the objective and 
purpose of the DGGI portal and 
can compile the data of their re-
spective districts accordingly.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Secretary, DARPG, V Srinivas 
remarked that the launch of 
DGGI and now formation of 
DGGI portal and dashboard  is 
a huge administrative reform 
initiated by the government of 
J&K which has a lot of national 
significance.

He added that the J&K has 
opened the door for further 
promoting competitive federal-
ism at district level and several 
states are approaching DARPG 
for framing of DGGI in their re-
spective states.

For the DGGI portal and 
dashboard, ten sectors have 
been identified for monitor-
ing like agriculture and allied 
sector, industry and commerce 
(including tourism), human 
resource development, public 
health, public infrastructure & 
utilities, social welfare & de-
velopment, financial inclusion, 
legal empowerment & public 
safety, environment and citizen 
centric governance. The por-
tal and dashboard will be web 
based for all stakeholders with 
monthly data entry provision 
for each district.

Simultaneously, the Chief 
Secretary and Secretary DARPG 

also reviewed the progress of 
the Union territory on the Na-
tional e-Governance Service 
Delivery Assessment (NeS-
DA)-2021.

During the meeting, Senior 
Technical Director, NIC, DARPG 
informed the meeting that the 
UT of J&K and improved signifi-
cantly and has achieved num-
ber one rank among all the UTs 
in the NeSDA-2021.

It was also given out that the 
UT Portal has higher compli-
ance to the assessment param-
eters like accessibility, ‘Infor-
mation Security and Privacy’, 
‘Content Availability’ and ‘Ease 
of Use’.

The Chief Secretary compli-
mented the officers of IT de-
partment, GAD and others for 
this remarkable achievement 
and asked them to bring more 
services on the digital platform 
so that maximum people take 
benefits out of this.

Dr. Mehta asked the IT de-
partment to complete end to 
end digitization of all services, 
integrate all public services on a 
single platform and also develop 
a feedback mechanism for the 
same in the given timeframe.

The Chief Secretary further 
asked the officers to bring more 
services on the Rapid Assess-
ment System (RAS) platform 
so that J&K can improve the 
performance on  NeSDA and be-
come number one performing 
UT among all States and UTs of 
the country.

Dr. Mehta asked the officers 
of the IT department to calibrate 
the services on the RAS platform 
as per the public feedback re-
ceived. He also asked them to 
launch an awareness campaign 
for the public so that maximum 
people can register feedback 
regarding the services provided 
through the RAS platform.

NC Asks Delimitation 
Panel To Withdraw 
Draft Proposals

Revival Of Industrial Sector 
Prime Objective Of LG Admin: CS

Mining In Doodh Ganga, Shali 
Ganga Causing ‘Disaster’
RTI Movement Demands DPR , EIA Be Made Public

Transforming J&K

‘Mission Youth Remodels Youth Into Ambassadors Of Socio-Economic Growth Through Handholding’
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
Government launched a ground-
breaking initiative of Mission 
Youth with the objective to act as 
a conduit for aspirations and con-
cerns of youth of J&K, an official 
spokesperson said Wednesday.

The mission, he said, is in-
tended to provide a platform for 
unparalleled transformation of 
the youth into ambassadors of 
hope, peace and socio-economic 
growth through systematic inter-
ventions across various domains.

“The mission lays emphasis on 
all individuals between the age 
group of 15 to 25 years with twin 
related aims: to effectively sup-
port and encourage young indi-
viduals in fulfilling their potential 
and aspirations while addressing 
their needs and concerns and to 
efficiently endorse young people 
to shape their future as per their 
aspirations,” he said.

The official spokesperson fur-
ther said that the programme 
was conceived with the objective 
to positively engage youth of J&K 
through multi-pronged strategy 

involving all necessary system-
atic interventions.

“Thus the organization envi-
sions inducing a sieve of demand 
driven interventions for inclusive 
development of youth which in-
cludes provision of livelihood 
generation, skill development, 
education, counselling & rehabili-
tation, sports and recreation etc,” 
he said.

“For holistic and pragmatic 
youth engagement and empow-
erment in J&K on sustainable 
lines, Mission Youth envisions 
setting-up of specially tailored 
youth centres with the state –of-
the-art architecture in all 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir, pri-
marily designed to present a safe 
youth-appealing environment 
with manifestation of hope, secu-
rity and aspirations of the youth,” 
he added.

MUMKIN Scheme: Under the 
umbrella of Mission Youth, the 
Mumkin Scheme is one of the 
prominent schemes of the J&K 
government with the aim to fa-
cilitate the youth of Jammu and 
Kashmir to establish a sustainable 
livelihood in the transport sector 

by providing financial assistance 
for acquisition of new small com-
mercial vehicles.

The applicant has a full liberty 
to choose any small commercial 
vehicle of any approved models/
makes of his/her choice. The small 
commercial vehicles include taxis, 
mini-buses, light commercial ve-
hicles, tempo and any other mode 
of transportation of similar nature 
under public carrier permit. The 
scheme is being implemented by 
Mission Youth, J&K through dis-
trict level committees constituted 
for the purpose.

The scheme banking partner 
shall extend the loan facility to 
the extent of 100% of the on-
road price of the vehicle to be 
purchased under the scheme. 
Mission Youth shall provide an 
amount of Rs 80000 or 10% of 
On-road price of the vehicle as 
upfront subsidy towards the loan 
amount of the beneficiary under 
the scheme.

The vehicle manufacturer shall 
also provide an upfront spe-
cial discount, not less than the 
amount of subsidy provided by 
Mission Youth towards the loan 

account of the beneficiary.
TEJASWINI (THE RADIANT) 

is another scheme to empower 
and inspire women for income 
generation for activities either in 
manufacturing, service, trading, 
small business etc. Its core focus 
is to facilitate soft finance for set-
ting up new units/enterprises or 
for expansion/modernization of 

existing units or for acquisition of 
fixed assets (Plant and machinery, 
equipment, furniture & fixtures).

Under the scheme, the eligible 
potential female entrepreneurs 
are facilitated to avail financial 
assistance under Mudra Loan 
from J&K bank to the extent of 5 
lakh.

The scheme banking partners 

extend a loan facility to the extent 
of 100% of the project cost under 
the scheme where Mission youth 
provides an amount of Rs 50000 
or 10% of the project cost under 
the scheme.

The activities covered under 
Tejaswini are canteen and re-
straint, creche, cyber café, beauty 
parlour, day care centre, laundry 
& dry cleaning, mobile repairing, 
photocopying centre, training in-
stitute, fitness centre, yoga centre 
or any other profitable activity.

To support the masses, the new 
government livelihood schemes 
aim to provide easy loans and 
subsidies to unemployed youth 
interested in doing any start-up 
business. The fundamental of 
Mission Youth is to give oppor-
tunities to unemployed youth 
by enabling them to access gain-
ful self-employment and skilled 
wage employment opportunities, 
resulting in appreciable improve-
ment in their livelihoods on a 
sustainable basis, through build-
ing strong grassroots institutions 
for the youth.

In seeking to realize this vision 
for the future of young people of 

J&K, the following overarching 
values are the guiding force be-
hind all actions of Mission

Youth: Respect, Recognition, 
Sustained support and solidarity. 
While as the principles of Mission 
Youth for releasing the values 
include Responsiveness, Access, 
Participation, Inclusion, Diversity, 
Empowerment and Equality.

Youth Clubs: The Mission 
Youth empowers youth as impor-
tant stakeholder in Participatory 
Good Governance and in this re-
gard 4239 Youth Clubs were con-
stituted on Mission Mode across 
J&K to mark International Youth 
Day 2021.

These youth clubs are engag-
ing volunteers, who will get an 
opportunity to work through real 
challenges and make meaningful 
change in the society.

The opening up of youth clubs 
is another golden chapter in J&K’s 
history with the creation of the 
4239 Youth Clubs under Mission 
Youth in a record time, the J&K 
Government had taken a firm 
step towards making the Youth 
a partner in the Governance pro-
cess and UT’s development.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, Dr. 
Arun Kumar Mehta on Wednes-
day interacted with representa-
tives of Federation Chamber of 
Industries Kashmir (FCIK), who 
called on him here today at Civil 
Secretariat.

During a marathon interac-
tion, a range of vital issues per-
taining to the industrial sector 
were discussed in detail.

Principal Secretary, Industries 
and Commerce (I&C), Ranjan 
Prakash Thakur; Director I&C, 
Kashmir, Mehmood Ahmad 
Shah and other officers of I&C 
department also participated in 
the interaction both in person 
and through video conferencing.

The representatives of FCIK 
sought devising a local purchase 
policy mandating procurement 
by the government departments 
from local MSME units to enable 
them to survive in the market.

They also demanded clear-
ance of payments pending with 
the government departments 
as well as allotment of land to 
all those bonafide prospective 
entrepreneurs, who applied for 
the same as per the parameters 
prescribed by the government.

They also demanded exemp-
tion of Bat manufacturers and 
Pencil makers from SRO-103, 
besides ease of some clauses in 
tendering procedure for indus-
trial unit holders of J&K.

Responding to the issues 
raised by the delegation, the 
Chief Secretary reiterated that 
the revival of the industrial sec-
tor was the prime objective of 
the LG administration and sev-
eral initiatives have been taken 
for Ease of Doing Business here. 
He added that the government 
was improving the use of tech-
nology and digital means in 
government departments and in 
recent months over 200 services 
have been made online bringing 
a significant improvement in the 
services delivery mechanism.

Dr. Mehta, while deliberating 
on the issues raised by the FCIK 
representatives, directed   the I&C 
department to draft a comprehen-
sive proposal for making the unit 
holders competitive for govern-
ment tenders. He further directed 
to complete the process of granting 
permission for industrial clusters.

While assessing the progress 
of the industrial sector and pro-
posed future plans, the Chief Sec-
retary directed the I&C depart-
ment to initiate a research study 
to decode the local industrial po-
tential and impediments which 
hinder the progress of this sector.

Regarding the issue of delay 
in payments, the Chief Secretary 
highlighted that with the intro-
duction of e-tendering, BEAMS 
and PaySys, the delay of pay-
ments within government de-
partments has been reduced to 
a large extent.

BUDGAM:  Jammu & Kashmir 
RTI Movement has demanded 
that detailed project reports 
(DPRs) and Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) reports 
of mining contracts given to 
excavate stones and boulders in 
Doodh Ganga and Shali Ganga in 
district Budgam be made public 
as the contractors were violat-
ing the norms given in DPR.

Chairman RTI Movement while 
leading a protest demonstration 
at Madbal Sogam in Chadoora 
on Wednesday said that Doodg 
Ganga was under the verge of 
destruction as dozens of JCBs and 
earth movers were being sued to 
take out stones and boulders from 
Doodh Ganga. He said man-made 
sinkholes were created around 
the river bed at many places.

The residents of Sogam , Mad-
bal and adjoining villagers in 
central Kashmir’s Chadoora on 
Wednesday  held a massive pro-
test against the Govt and con-
tractor for destroying the Doodg 

Ganga river.
The locals alleged that offi-

cials of Irrigation & Flood Con-
trol , Geology and Mining and 
Revenue Department were fa-
cilitating illegal mining by al-
lowing illegal works which have 
no mention in the DPR.

“Doodh Ganga has been 
turned into a mining bed for the 
last several months as only 1 to 
2 meters depth is allowed as per 
DPR. Unfortunately the DPR or 
EIA report is not available in the 
public domain. We demand that 
these documents be uploaded 
on Budagm district official web-
site. I have seen JCB’s  excavat-
ing  stones by going as deep as  
20 meters which will deplete 
water flow in the river, having a 
direct impact on agriculture in 
almost 26 villages downstream. 
This will also cause floods in the 
area as volume of water will be 
more at different locations due 
to haphazard mining,” said Dr 
Raja Muzaffar Bhat

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The National Confer-
ence has asked the Jammu and 
Kashmir Delimitation Commis-
sion to withdraw the draft pro-
posal for demarcation of assem-
bly constituencies and also stop 
further proceedings of the Com-
mission till the final adjudica-
tion of pleas challenging validity 
of revocation of Article 370 and 
reorganisation of the erstwhile 
state into two union territories.

The three Lok Sabha members, 
who are associate members of 
the Commission, in their writ-
ten objections filed on Monday 
said, the draft proposal made in 
working paper 2-6 proposing 
demarcation of the assembly 
and parliamentary constituen-
cies be withdrawn without act-
ing upon the proposals in any 
manner or proceeding ahead in 
the matter.

The Commission must stop 
the exercise forthwith pending 
final adjudication and disposal 
of the batch of writ petition 
questioning Vires and consti-
tutional validity of Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation Act 
2019, NC leaders Farooq Abdul-
lah, Hasnain Masoodi and Mo-
hammad Akbar Lone said.

Making public their response 
to the proposals, they said a 
bare look at the working papers 
would reveal that the popula-
tion as the first and foremost 
criteria of delimiting the con-
stituencies has not been given 
the prominence it deserves.

"The deviation in population 
ranges from 56,077 more than 
average of 1,36,304 in case of 
41-Dooru to 85,025 less than 
average in case of 50-Padder. 
There are seven Assembly seg-
ments with less than 100,000 
population (Paddar, Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi, Bani Mughal 
Madaan, Basohli, Ramgarh and 
Kishtwar) in Jammu Province 

while number of such constitu-
encies is only three (Gurez, Kar-
nah and Kunzer)," they said.

The NC leaders pointed out 
that there were 18 Assembly 
segments with population of 
more 1,50,000 in Kashmir prov-
ince while number of such As-
sembly segments was seven in 
case of Jammu province.

"Twenty-four constituencies in 
Kashmir province have more than 
an average population of 1,36,304 
while population of only eight 
constituencies in Jammu prov-
ince exceeds the average popula-
tion of a constituency worked out 
by the Commission. The popula-
tion of Dooru almost equals pop-
ulation of three constituencies 
Paddar, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
(SMVD) and Bani constituencies 
of Jammu," they added.

Dr Farooq Asks 
Cadres To Gear Up 
For 'Big Challenge'

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: In an apparent ref-
erence to the post-August 
2019 developments, National 
Conference president Farooq 
Abdullah on Wednesday 
asked party cadres to gear up 
for the big challenge faced by 
the union territory.

The centre had in August 
2019 revoked special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir provided 
under Article 370 of the con-
stitution and bifurcated the 
erstwhile state into two union 
territories.

Gear up for the big chal-
lenge faced to Jammu and 
Kashmir and work for fur-
ther strengthening the party 
at every level, the NC presi-
dent said while interacting 
with party delegations which 
called on him here.

Anti-Drug Force Seizes 29 Kg 
Hashish, Nabs 2

Woman Injured In Srinagar Accident
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A woman was injured in a head-on collision between 
a private car and an armoured vehicle of the paramilitary SSB near 
Bemina area of Srinagar on Wednesday.

Official sources said that the accident took place between an 
I10 car and an SSB’s armoured vehicle, leading to injuries to Sa-
bia Yasmeen, wife of Imtiyaz Ahmad Shah of Iqbal Abad Bemina, 
reported news agency GNS.

The injured woman was shifted to SMHS hospital, they said.
A police officer said that the woman suffered “minor” injuries 

and that a case has been registered in this regard.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Anti Narcotic 
Task Force (ANTF) on Wednes-
day arrested two alleged smug-
glers with 29 kg hashish from 
their possession worth crores in 
the market, officials here said.

The ANTF foiled the smug-
gling bid acting on the informa-
tion it received about a truck 
going outside Jammu and Kash-
mir. According to the informa-
tion, the truck was being driven 
by Arif Ahmed Wani and Amir 
Hussain Khan, both residents of 

Bandipora, Kashmir, with a huge 
haul of hashish in it, they said.

Upon getting the tip-off, an 
ANTF team immediately swung 
into action and intercepted the 
said truck on the highway near 
Environmental Park in Jammu, 
they said. During its search, 29.8 
kg hashish was recovered by 
the team from the cabin of the 
truck, they said.

SSP ANTF Jammu, Vinay Shar-
ma, who supervised the opera-
tion, said that the force is inves-
tigating further links and more 
arrests are expected.

Mercury Settles Below Freezing Point In Kashmir
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Night temperature 
recorded a drop and settled be-
low freezing point across Kash-
mir Valley barring Srinagar on 
Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official here said that Srinagar, 
the summer capital of the J&K, 
recorded a low of 0.0°C against 
last night’s 0.8°C. The tempera-
ture was below 1.0°C than the 
normal for this time of the year, 
he said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
minus 1.8°C against minus 1.0°C 
on the previous night, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kash-
mir, had a low of 1.0°C against 
minus 0.2°C on the previous 
night, the official said.

Pahalgam, the famous resort 
in south Kashmir, recorded a 
low of minus 4.4°C against mi-

nus 4.2°C last night, he said.
Gulmarg recorded a low of 

minus 7.0°C against minus 6.8°C 
on the previous night, he said.

The temperature was 0.2°C 
below normal for this time of 
the year in the famous resort in 
north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict, he said.

Kupwara town in north Kash-
mir recorded a low of minus 
1.3°C against minus 0.2°C on the 
previous night, the official said.

While the ‘Chillai Kalan’, the 
40-day long harshest period of 
winter ended on January 30, 
Kashmir is under the grip of 
the 20-day long ‘Chillai Khurd’ 
which would be followed by 
10-day-long ‘Chilla Bachha’.

Jammu recorded a low of 9.2°C 
against previous night’s 9.1°C, 
the official said. The temperature 
was 1.3°C below normal for the 
J&K’s winter capital during this 

time of the year, he said.
Banihal recorded a low of mi-

nus 0.4°C, Batote 2.1°C and Bhad-
erwah 0.3°C, the official said.

Ladakh’s Leh recorded a low 
of minus 10.2°C against last 
night minus 10.4°C while mer-
cury at automatic station in 
Kargil settled at minus 13.8°C. 
Drass, the second coldest place 
in the world after Siberia, re-
corded a low of minus 16.5°C 
against minus 12.0°C on the 
previous night, official said.

Weatherman has forecast er-
ratic  (generally cloudy and sun-
shine at times) till February 21 
with a possibility of brief spell 
of light rain and snow (over 
higher reaches) at scattered 
places of J&K on February 16 
and on February 18-19. “There's 
no forecast of any major rain 
and snow for the next 10 days,” 
the official added. (GNS)
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Arif Khan Fails To Finish 
Men's Slalom Event

Press Trust of India

BEIJING: India's campaign at 
the Winter Olympics came to 
disappointing end on Wednes-
day after the country's lone 
participant, alpine skier Arif 
Khan, logged a 'Did Not Finish' 
in the men's slalom event here.

The 31-year-old from Baram-
ulla district in Jammu and 
Kashmir, who had finished 45th 
in the giant slalom event on 
Sunday, was unable to complete 
Run 1 at the Yanqing National 
Alpine Skiing Centre here.

Since Khan, who was making 
his Winter Olympics debut, was 
unable to finish Run 1, he won't 
be competing in the second run 
of men's slalom event.

Only 52 of the 88 starters 
finished the first run and will 
compete again in Run 2.

Wearing bib no 79, Khan 
made a decent start, finishing 
the first intermediate in 14.40s 
and the second in 34.24s. How-
ever, he failed to complete the 
final section.

Austria's Johannes Strolz was 
the fastest skier in Run 1 with a 
time of 53.92s. The Norwegian 
duo of Henrik Kristoffersen 
(53.94s) and Sebastian Foss-
Silevaag (53.98s) were second 

and third respectively.
Khan, the first Indian to qual-

ify for two events in a Winter 
Olympics, had clocked com-
bined time of 2 minute 47.24 
seconds in the giant slalom 
event.

He finished 45th, which is 
now India's best-ever perfor-
mance in men's giant slalom 
event at Winter Olympics.

Polish-born Jeremy Buja-
kowski, India's first-ever Win-
ter Olympian, had finished 65th 
at Grenoble 1968.

In giant slalom -- an Alpine 
skiing event -- athletes ski 
down a slope as they pass be-
tween sets of 'gates' which con-
sist of two plastic poles.

A skier runs two races and 
the competitor with the lowest 
combined time across the two 
courses is deemed the winner.

In slalom, the course and 
distance between two succes-
sive gates are much smaller 
than in giant slalom, making 
it a much faster and more pre-
cise sport.

Failure to pass between any 
one gate in Run 1 deems a run 
as DNF (Did Not Finish) and 
such an athlete can't participate 
in the second run.

In Beijing Games, the giant 
slalom event took place on the 
424m 'Ice River' course with a 
start altitude of 1925m and fin-
ish altitude of 1501m.

Indian Cricket's 'Backbone' Ranji Trophy 
Returns After 2 Years In Bio-Secure Bubbles
J&K to start campaign against Puducherry on February 17

Press Trust of India

AHMEDABAD: Indian cricket's 
'backbone', the Ranji Trophy, will 
make a much-anticipated return 
after two years amid the easing 
COVID-19 situation in the country, 
providing host of domestic crick-
eters an opportunity to make their 
name in red-ball cricket while giv-
ing veterans like Ajinkya Rahane 
and Cheteshwar Pujara a final shot 
at resurrecting their Test careers.

A third wave of COVID-19 had 
threatened the premier domes-
tic event for the second year in a 
row but the drop in infections has 
allowed the BCCI to conduct the 
38-team event, a massive logisti-
cal task in the new normal of bio-
secure environments.

All eyes will be on the open-
ing fixture between defending 
champions Saurashtra and record 
41-time champions Mumbai here 
with Rahane and Pujara on ei-
ther side, aiming to make the big 
scores that have deserted them at 
the Test level for a while.

Both veterans have been work-
ing hard in the nets and their 
coaches feel a big knock is around 
the corner. Rahane and Pujara will 
need to make instant impact with 
the Test squad of Sri Lanka series 
expected to be announced soon.

Nine bio-bubbles have been 
created across nine venues in the 
country and the players had to 
quarantine for five days, leaving 
them only two days of training 
for the first round beginning on 
Thursday.

The players, however, are in no 
mood to complain. They are just 
happy that they are finally getting 
to test themselves in the toughest 
form of the game after two sea-
sons of white-ball cricket.

The batters had almost forgot-
ten the art of leaving the ball and 

bowlers the relentlessness of long 
spells. Both the departments are 
up for the challenge but their bod-
ies might take longer to get used to 
the hard grind of red-ball cricket.

It is also set to be the shortest 
first-class season for most teams 
with sides only getting three 
league games, impacting their 
match fees and leaving them with 
little room for error.

Eight groups of four teams each 
have been formed at the elite level 
while six teams will fight it out in 
the plate group. The knockouts, 
barring the sole pre-quarterfinal, 
will be held in the post IPL phase 
starting May 30.

It will also be a high pressure 
game as it will potentially decide the 
only quarterfinalist from the group.

The national selectors will also 
finally get to see the upcoming tal-
ent in action.

Only one India A tour has taken 
place over the past 24 months, the 
selectors have had to refer to part 
performances with no first-class 
cricket played in the country.

Focus will also be on fringe In-
dia players including Priyank Pan-
chal, Abhimanyu Easwaran and 

Hanuma Vihari, who had been 
controversially dropped for the 
home series against New Zealand 
before making the team for the 
away series in South Africa.

Among the India U-19 stars, 
skipper Yash Dhull and Raj Angad 
Bawa are expected to make their 
first-class debut soon after land-
ing IPL contracts. Dhull will be 
in Guwahati playing for Delhi 
against Tamil Nadu.

Teams have been advised to 
keep two COVID-19 reserves in 
the squad. There is a good chance 
of a COVID outbreak midway into 
the game but the match will go on 
provided a team has a minimum 
of nine fit players.

Both teams will be awarded a 
point each if first innings is not 
completed.

The games will be played across 
Rajkot, Cuttack, Ahmedabad, 
Chennai, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Delhi, Haryana, Guwahati and 
Kolkata.

J&K’s opening fixture:
Jammu and Kashmir vs 

Pondicherry, Elite Group C 
(Chennai) - Feb 17

Roundup Of Olympic Gold Medals 
From Wednesday, Feb  16

Agencies

BEIJING: A roundup of gold 
medals from Wednesday, Feb. 
16, at the Beijing Games:

ALPINE SKIING
MEN’S SLALOM

French skier Clement Noel 
put down a blistering second 
run to win the slalom by a large 
margin.

Noel moved up from sixth 
following the first leg to beat 
first-run leader Johannes Strolz 
of Austria by 0.61 seconds after 
posting the fastest second run.

World champion Sebastian 
Foss-Solevaag of Norway held 
his position and picked up the 
bronze, finishing 0.70 behind.

BIATHLON
4x6KM RELAY

Elvira Oeberg anchored the 
Swedish team to Olympic gold 

in the four-person biathlon re-
lay, skiing fast and shooting 
clean to win her third medal.

Oeberg, who also won silver 
in the sprint and pursuit races 
in her Olympic debut, put the 
Swedes across the line in 1 
hour, 11 minutes, 3.9 seconds.

Russian biathlete Uliana Nig-
matullina trailed Oeberg by 
about 24 seconds after the fi-
nal shooting range and ended 
up finishing 12 seconds behind 
for silver. Denise Herrmann 
finished third to give Germany 
bronze, 37.4 seconds behind 

Oeberg. Herrmann also won 
gold in the individual race.

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING
MEN’S TEAM SPRINT CLASSIC

Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo 
completed a second straight 
cross-country double Wednes-
day by teaming with Erik 
Valnes to give Norway the gold 
medal in the team sprint race at 
the Beijing Games.

Klaebo won the individual 
sprint and has become the sec-
ond man to win both the team 
and individual sprint twice.  (AP)

SAI Appoints 398 Coaches, 
Assistant Coaches In Preparation 
Of Olympics 2024, 2028

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Sports Author-
ity of India (SAI) on Wednesday 
announced it has appointed 398 
coaches at various levels across 21 
disciplines to prepare for impor-
tant tournaments including the 
Paris and Los Angeles Olympics.

The new batch of coaches and 
assistant coaches has a host of 
eminent names, including Asian 
Games gold medallist rower 
Bajrang Lal Thakar. He joins as 
rowing coach.

Commonwealth Champion-
ship gold medallist grappler 
Shilpi Sheoran joins as an as-
sistant coach in wrestling, while 
Olympian Jincy Phillip will serve 
as an athletics coach.

Pugilist Pranamika Borah, 
multiple medallist in leading 
international championships, 
joins as a boxing coach.

“The recruitment comes in the 
wake of the effort of the Min-
istry of Youth Affairs of Sports 
to provide 360 degree support 
to athletes as they prepare for 
important national and interna-
tional competitions, including 
Olympic 2024, 2028,” a sports 
ministry release said.

Of the total number of 398, 
101 coaches are joining on depu-
tation from PSUs and other gov-
ernment bodies.

“I am happy that a number of 
ex-athletes who have competed 
at the highest international level 
of competition and won medals 
have applied for these posts and 
have been selected,” Sports Min-
ister Anurag Thakur said.

“Their (the ex-international 

athletes) inclusion in the system 
will mean that besides training 
athletes in the sport itself, they 
will be able to train them for 
mental toughness which is the 
key to success when competing 
at the world stage.”

Speaking about what he looks 
forward to in the new assign-
ment, Thakar, an Arjuna awardee, 
said, “I am grateful to the Sports 
Authority of India for giving me a 
chance to give back to sports as a 
coach especially at a time when 
water sports in India has a great 
chance of making an impact at 
international competitions.

“I am training the team for the 
Asian Games and I am confident 
that by fielding athletes in maxi-
mum number of disciplines we 
will be able to add to the coun-
try’s medal tally in the upcom-
ing Asian Games.”

Thakar added that water sports 
in India has got an added push 
with SAI’s National Centers of Ex-
cellence in Jagatpura and Alleppey 
which are world class infrastruc-
ture for water sports training.

There are four Arjuna Award-
ees, a Dhyanchand and Dhro-
nacharya awardee each among 
those who have been selected 
for the positions.

Besides ex-international ath-
letes, those who have completed 
their Diploma in Sports Coach-
ing from NSNIS Patiala or a rec-
ognized Indian or foreign Uni-
versity have also been inducted.

Several SAI coaches who 
were previously on contract, 
but whose contracts had ended, 
have been recruited back in ser-
vice, as per their eligibility.

Winter Carnival

Activities Continue On 
Day 3 At Kulgam

Observer News Service

KULGAM: Various Snow related 
activities including Trekking ex-
peditions and games were con-
tinued Wednesday on the 3rd 
day of Winter Carnival at Aha-
rbal tourist spot, here

During the day, various Trek-
king groups went on for trekking 
along identified routes besides 
Snow games were also held dur-

ing which the players expressed 
happiness for organising such 
events.

This Winter Carnival is being 
organized by District Adminis-
tration Kulgam in collaboration 
with the Tourism department, 
Aharbal Development Authority 
and Divisional Forest Division to 
showcase the beauty of Kulgam 
for all its recreational and ad-
venture potential.

Inter-Block Volleyball 
Tournament Concludes 
At Largam, Shopian

Observer News Service

SHOPIAN: The Inter-
Block level Sports 
Tournament organ-
ised by DYSSO Shop-
ian, concluded at Lar-
gam, Shopian here, on 
Wednesday.

A total of 17 teams of 
9 blocks of the district 
participated in the 
tournament, witness-
ing great competition 
among the participat-
ing teams.

Volleyball final 
match was played be-
tween Panchayat Aglar 
and Panchayat Kani-
gam and was won by the Aglar 
Panchayat team.

District Youth Services and 
Sports Officer, Shopian, Gurmukh 
Singh Dutta was the Chief Guest 
at the concluding ceremony. He 
witnessed finals from the begin-
ning and encouraged youth.

He interacted with the players 

individually and being himself a 
sportsperson, he shared his ex-

periences and advised the play-
ers to stay dedicated towards 
their game. He also advised them 
to stay away from bad company, 
drugs and other things which de-
stroy the career of youth.

Later, the DYSSO distributed 
the medals and trophies among 
the participants. 

Kishtwar Students Flagged Off 
To Gulmarg For Skiing Camp

Observer News Service

KISHTWAR: A group of girl 
students was on Wednesday 
flagged off to Gulmarg, Kash-
mir for attending a snow skiing 
training camp.

District Youth Services and 
Sports Officer Kharati Lal Shar-
ma flagged off the group along 
with the guide Salam Bhat (REK).

Sharma advised the students 
to enjoy the tour, follow covid19 
safety protocols and learn the 
skiing skills with full dedication 
and encourage others to be the 
part of sports & games. He hailed 
the Directorate of Youth Services 

& Sports for organizing differ-
ent sports activities throughout 
the year including the refresher 
course held recently for sports 
teachers of the UT in the disci-
plines of Sqay, Soft Tennis, Fenc-
ing, Teakwondo, Archery and 
Hockey.

He informed the girl students 
that the department has made 
adequate arrangements for their 
boarding and lodging. He direct-
ed the guide to maintain close 
liaison with the students as well 
as the organizers.

Others present were Javed 
Iqbal Sheikh I/c activity, Ayaiz 
Ahmed, Kewal Krishan. 

KKR Appoint Shreyas 
Iyer As New Captain

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Kolkata Knight Riders 
on Wednesday appointed India 
batter Shreyas Iyer as their new 
captain for the upcoming Indian 
Premier League after having 
bought him for a whopping Rs 
12.25 crore at the recently-con-
cluded mega auction.

Iyer, who had captained Delhi 
Capitals to their only IPL final 
back in 2020, was released af-
ter the 2021 season and it was 
an open secret that KKR, who 
were supposed to replace Eoin 
Morgan, were in need of a new 
captain.

"He (Iyer) has impressed one 
& all as a quality batsman at the 
highest level & we are confident 
that he will excel as a leader of 
Team KKR," KKR CEO Venky My-
sore said in a statement.

Iyer said he is looking forward 
to fulfilling the role.

"I am extremely honoured to 
have gotten the opportunity to 
lead a prestigious team like KKR. 
The IPL as a tournament brings 
the best players from different 
countries and cultures together 
and I look forward to leading 
this great group of very talented 

individuals," Iyer said.
"I would like to thank the 

owners, management and sup-
port staff of KKR for giving me 
the opportunity to lead this 
team and I am confident that we 
will find the right synergies to 
achieve the team's goals."

Head Coach Brendon McCul-
lum said he is excited to have 
Iyer in the fold.

"I am very excited to have one 
of India's brightest future lead-
ers in Shreyas Iyer, take the reins 
at KKR.

"I have enjoyed Shreyas' game 
and his captaincy skills from 
afar and now will look forward 
to working closely with him to 
drive forward the success and 
style of play we want at KKR," 
McCullum said.

'Indo-Pak WC Match Will 
Inspire Girls Across The Border'

Press Trust of India

LAHORE: Pakistan captain Bis-
mah Maroof sees their Women's 
World Cup opener against In-
dia as an opportunity to inspire 
"millions of girls" in both coun-
tries to take up the sport.

India are set to face Pakistan in 
their opener of the World Cup on 
March 6 at Tauranga, New Zea-
land. The quadrennial event will 
be held from March 4 to April 3 
across six cities in New Zealand.

“Pakistan vs India is indeed 
a great stage for any player to 
establish her credentials, but at 
the end of the day, it is a cricket 
match that has to be won by 
executing the basics right and 
keeping thing simple," Maroof, 
who is making a comeback after 
motherhood, said from Queen-
stown, New Zealand.

“This match is a great oppor-
tunity to inspire millions of girls 
in Pakistan and India to take up 
this sport as a profession. It is 
the biggest rivalry, and attracts 
innumerable eyeballs.

"I hope girls in the two coun-
tries will watch this match and 
will be inspired to take up the 
game," said the 30 year old who 
has played over 200 internation-
al matches for Pakistan.

She praised the Mithali Raj led 
Indian team but she is very opti-
mistic about Pakistan's chances 
against them.

“The Indian team is a good 
unit and has done well recently. 
They also have had some very 
good youngsters coming in of 
late,” she said.

“Our aim is to make it to the 

semi-finals, something which we 
have never done before. I strongly 
believe that this side has all the 
ingredients to achieve that.

Being the senior most player 
and the captain of the team, she 
feels that it is her duty to lead 
from from example.

"Being the senior player and 
the captain of the side you have 
to inspire your team and lead by 
example. If you are not doing the 
right things, you cannot demand 
them from girls. I have a very 
clear vision with this team that 
we need to be in top four."

When asked about the team 
composition she said that condi-
tions in New Zealand will deter-
mine the playing eleven.

Maroof has played 108 ODIs and 
equal number of T20 matches and 
has scored 2602 and 2225 runs 
respectively. Having seen many 
ups and downs in her journey so 
far, she had once decided to quit 
cricket to embrace motherhood.

“It has been an incredible 
journey and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Being a cricketer has 
designed my life and played a 
very important role in the per-
son I am today. There have been 
ups and downs, which have 
made me learn,” she said.

“I am very excited to be back. 
It feels like I am making my 
debut again for Pakistan. I am 
grateful to my family, especially 
my husband who has supported 
me immensely throughout this 
phase. I also want to mention 
the support that the Pakistan 
Cricket Board has provided me 
through the parental policy,” 
said Maroof.


