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& stare PLOT THICKENS: INSIDE i srorts
e e BOECNON & THATER Lo wim LIS BEATING INDIA BEST MOMENT OF
Frash from his yet anather successful cop flick, 2021: BABAR AZAM
VAISHNO DEVI STAMPEDE the insel town's “Mr. 100 Crore” fimmaker b

Jammu and Kashmir UT adiministration has brought smiles.
and rew hapes fo bordar residents of Hiranagar sectar by

latety showed up in Kashimir, Rohit Shetty's
sudden arrival in the valley came days before his

Pakistan captain Babar Azam has termed the fing-
braaking win aver india in the T20 World Cup as the

NEWS DIGEST

factitating them to cultivate land bayand the border fence..

5.1 Magnitude

SRINAGAR: An  earthguake
measuring 5.1 on the Richter
scale  jolted  Jammu  and
Kashmir on Saturday but
there were no reports of any

Singham movie sequel was announced...

“hest moment" for his team in the year gone by,

Stampede At Vaishno
Devi Shrine, 12 Killed

2Dieof

s e | Minor Altercation Triggers  Suvnac™

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus daimed
lives of two more people n
Jamimu and Kashmir on Saturday
while 169 fresh cases of virus
were reported from the Linon

MehboobaSeeks loss of[lfi!e T damage to prop- Territory during the L1fsfr 24 hours,
ease arty, officials said. According to the afficials, 101
mﬁdw The epicentre of the quake & PM Assures new cases of Covid-19 were de-
- e was on the Afghanistan- Press Trust Of India F tected in the Valley and the re-
Mehbooba Mot Friday appealed Taiilistan border. they said. e Meﬂnln[umi ining 68 from Jifeent di
henvtsnsnrrmipiziiinens b ajikistan border, they sai : _ maining 68 from different dis-
s Zahoor Watsll, The earthquake of m. nl ammu Al least 12 pen ‘wpressing deep grief over the los tricts of Jammu division, taking
ks tude 5.1, which occurres phe died and over a oflives ina stamped at Vinishno the number of people infected
mm"’"‘“?’@ﬁ”‘ 64524 pm, was also felt in dozen were injured in Dovi Bhawanin Kata, Prime by the virus in J&K to 341459,
bbvkﬂnﬁm;} rﬂ;‘ﬁ J&K, the officials said. stampede at the famous Winister Narendra Madi on Saturday In the Valley, officials
proba by the National Investt it hit at the coordinates Mata Vaishno Devi shine saidall efforts are baing mads to. said, Srinagar reported
asden of 36.55 degrees notth and in Jammu triggered by @ prowide retief to those injuredin the the highest 48 new
WHMM;M[‘EEIIMWI 7120 degrees east at a depth heavy rush of devotees in wnfortunateincicent, Speaking at an cases of coromavi-
Fﬁami ;.‘m wcas;m of 216 km, they added. the early hours of Saturday, event for refease of funds to fanmers rus,  Baramulia
kol Mhaei o There are no reports of loss officials said, under PI-KISAN scheme, Modisaid he 15, Pulwama
Issues of life o any damage to prop- Director  General  of spoke ta Jammu and Mose on P10 and Kupwara 10
E‘c.immw erty, the officials said. Police Dilbag Singh told PTI each. Ganderbal
Pertinently, an earthguake that prefiminary informa- @ Panel ToSubmit Budgam 3,
SRINAGAR: in the wakeaf heavy measuring 7.6 on the Richter ton from the scens sug- Report In7Days Anantnag  and
snowfall prediction, the distrct scale hit the Valley on October gests there was a minor Bandipora 3 each.
addmintration innoeth Kasmir's 8, 2005 leaving behind a trail altercation among some  had been done,” he said, Modi spoke  to Jammu e three-member panel setup The twin districts of
Kupwaracn Saturday issuedan of destruction besides claim- young boys, and within The stampede ocwred  and  Kashmir  Lieutenant toprobe the stampedeat the Kulgam and Shopian registered
advisory asking the residents of ing thousands of lves in both seconds, there was astam-  around 230 am near mae  Gowernor  [L-G) Mang) Tarmaus Vastshno D shiine has 10 new cases of virus,
higher reathes o refrain from this part of Kashaomir, pede situation. mumber three owside the  Sinha and  Union  minis- been asied to subimit its repert fo Inn the winter capital, officials
Wm"ﬂsnwﬂmhmm Most parts of Kashmir “Policeand officials ofthe  sandum sanctonsm of the  ters Jitendra Singh  and the Jammu and Kashmir gavemment said, Jammu reported a maximum
tillimprovernent of waathes. In view come under Seismic Zone V' civil administration were  shrine bicated atmp the Triluta  Nityanand Ral to take stock within aweek, accoecing to an of 34 new cases of infection, Reasi
‘of prediction by Metearalagical and are prone to earthguakes quick [o respond, and the  hills, abour S0%km from Jamm.— of the sifuation. Sinha has ufficial orderisswed on Seturday. The 13, Doda 10, Kathua 5, Udhampur
Department More on P10 Experts give vatied reasons order within the crowd was Condolences poured  ordered a high- chlmquuy committes headed by the princnal and Poonch 2 each and one new
5 Held For lllegal for earthquakes in J&K includ- immediately restored, but  in from all quarters, and “Extremely sadd Iy [ Jwas dby case each in Rajouri and Samba ,
Extraction Of Minerals ing various faults run through by that time, the damage  Prime Minister Marendra  the loss of More on PID the Lt Gavemar Mancj More on FID Mo mew cases of Covid-19 were
Kashmir and exploding of detected in the two districts of
SRINAGAR: Poiice on Saturday gases. Kashmir valley is vul- . OnIﬂSKFilyin'ls Kishtwar and Ramban.
anested five peoplean charges of nerable to disasters. At least summ mae 'Mmmﬂt' Were Allowed Due “Moreover, 107more COVID-19
iflegal extraction and transpartation 13 districts out of 100 districes L] re patients have recovered and been
‘of minerals In the centtral Kashmir's in India have been identified Shrine mnefutescha[ga ToCovid: Shrine Board dischatged from various hospi-
Budgam district. Bashir Ahmad a3 ‘multi hazard districes’ e Saturday stampede that tals including 20from Jammu
Mali, Firdous Ahmad Gaber, Dasiish According to the Indian PrassTrustOfindia Noweyer, dersed the charge, saying all necessary iterd 12 penple ez umed tis tn on and 27 from Kashmir
¥atoo ical  Dep . 2 seif T bt bw, Division,” the officiale said.
and Mohammad Yousuf M, all most parts of Kashmir cover. ik atthe ﬂls" e Larrwr ek Wl e e pigiims, the Mata Valshno Devl Shrine Also, they said that two
residentsaf Budgam Mora on P10 ing the districts of Srinagar. ‘shire bz to miark the beginning of the New m Lot s e i more people succumbed to the
Ganderbal, Baramulla, warmmmu!hstampdnhatmllndm 1 0" it the unfartunate inciden deadly infection in Kashmir
Ladakh Adds Kupwara, Bandipora, Budgam, 12 pecpls, some of thy rthis onhﬁauunﬁn’:ﬂ:ﬂgﬁe Valley during the last 24 hours,
11 New Covid Cases Anantnag and parts of Jammu Haming "mismanagement" for the tragady. fragic accident. They 2 50,000 irviewaf raising the death toll to 4530 in
LEM: Ladiakin's COVID-19 caseload region,  Doda,  Ramban. The Shii Mata Vatshina Desi Strine Board, rush bt aliowed the pandamic, More on P10 J&K=2199 in Jammu and 2331
increazsed to 22,84 on Satuwdayas 1 Kishtwar come More an P10 in Kashmir.
more peaple tested pesitive for the
virad diseass, officials said,
Whie seven cases were detected in
Leh, four werareportad from! Mercury Rises DELIMITATION EXERCISE
A i y Over 12000 NGOs
| 1ha un Cl .
o, AtMostPlaces 3 Ex- CMs Placed Under House

InKashmir

Arrest To le PAGD Protest

Including Jamia, Oxfam
Lose FCRA Licence

Do You Get Your Copy of Press Trust Of India
KASHMIR Press Trust Of India Observer Monitoring Desk
SRINAGAR: The minimum i

OBSERVER

Regularly?

If Not

temperature  rose  at

Department  forecast

af the valley, officials said,

Srinagar recorded the mini-
mum emperature of minus
24 degrees Celsius on Friday
night. sIthrIv up from the pre-

most
places in Kashmir on Saturday
even as the Meteorobogical
light
snowfall in the higher reaches

SRINAGAR: PACD leaders
incleding three former chief
ministers were put wder
house arrest Sarurday before

a protest against the pro-
posals of &K Delimitation
Commission, prompring angry
reactions from political parties
which said such steps will
only “incentivise and Facili-

NEW DELHI: FCRA licences
- needed to receve fund-
ing from abioad - of owver
12,000 MCOs and other or-
ganisations have expired,
the Home Ministry  Said
Saturday morning, days af-
1er it cited "adverse inputs”
o refuse renewal of a li-
cence for Mother Teresa's

2

&

4 -
vious night's minus 3 degrees tate” viokent agitations. W g Missionaries of Charity, make the application before
Celsius, the officials said. The day began hy police = h = Ofthe 18,778 organisations  the deadline - Friday - but
Gulmarg. the famous ski- parking trucks outside the . — E whose Foreign Contnibution  many had not done so. "How
ing resort in north Kashmir, residences of top National } )- 3)' éa’; = (Repulaticn]  Act  ficences  can perrmission be given.”

recorded a low of minus 6 de- Conference leaders and for- LA = an official asked,

grees Celsius, up three degrees

mer CMs Faroog Abdullah, his

were under house arest,

political parties in J&K includ-

were due to expire between
September 29, 2020, and

The applications: of 179

from the previcus ight. son Dmar Abdullah, PDP chief The protest call was given by ing the NC, the POP. CFl (M), December 31, 2021 12889 others, including  Mother
Contact Circulation Inchange: The officials said Pahalgam Mehbooba Mufti and CPM lead-  the Peoples Alliance forGupkar  Peoples Movemens and fAwami had applied for renewal. Teresas charity, have been
lrshad Ahmad: 7006276927 recorded a bow of minus 61 er Mohammed Yusuf Tarigami  Declaration (PAGD) - anamal-  National Conference. 5,789 - whose licenses  rejected, and scuting of the

degrees Celsius, Moreon P10

They were conveyed that they

Pulwama Attack: Police To Test

gam of various mainstream

"Good morning Moreon P10

Srinagar Gets 5 New Police

expired yesterday - had not
and their FCRA registrations
lapsed overnight.

Ministry sources claimed
nong of the 5,783 had ap-

ather applications is ongo-
ing. the Home Ministry said.

The list of NGOs nowe with-
out a FCRA licence includes
Oufam Indiz and the Cufam

plied for the renewal oftheir  India  Trust;, Jamia  Mila
Slain Militant's DNA To Prove Link  Stations, Two Police Posts e e ek
Binistry  officials. told  Association, ' the  Leprosy
Agencies and police post Khimber under New Defhi based NDTV that — Mission. the Tuberculosis
b Police post Zakoora,” the official reminders had heen sent to  Association OF More on P10
milxiaam:rgu SRINAGAR: In 2 bid to widen its  said, adding that a pelice post
W b, Jamimw and Kashimir gov-  has been also ser up at Mouchwa
Encounter: Police nment Saturday announced  area Budgzam that will work un- = -
MAGAR: setting up of five new police  der police station Chadoom BO ] 0 Hl'ﬂl
fgfmmﬂ;",g‘;ﬁ'w stations and ;wu newdpoli_:e The |TI!:riur aim of se;ringl_up nhﬂmle At C lES
i - i stations in  Stinagar istrict new police stations ans iniice
e while one poice pest has been pus_rspis 5 reach the public 3t Exc‘]a[]ge Sweets
: Kashimir's Kupwiara district, et up in Budgam district of  their door deps and o curb
4 Arcarding to a police Central Kashmir as well, various crimes in these locali-  AGENCEIS Considering  the ongoing
- § spokEspersan, &n unknawn A senior police official said  ties, sources in the police said. ceasefire along the border, this
2| militant was killedina fiedight that five new police statiors  “People of these areas had 1o ML, As the renewed cease-  gesture is aimed at further en-
| with ajeint team ot polica and have been set up in Seinagar  travel long distances o file  Tire between India and Pakistan  hancing peace and harmony in

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: A DNA test will be

Pulwama suicide attack in which
40 CRPF personnel lost their
lives, Inspector General of Police

amyinjumagund areacf the

city |hal include police station
police station

t on Saturay.

Sangam (Eidgahl. police station

complaints, and for various
kinds of grisvance redressal. It
was the long pending demnand

along the borders in fammu
and Kashmir completes one
year next month, troops of the

the umicn territory, he saxd.
Ar the beginning of 2022, to
promete mutual frst and tran-

ks identifi Itant kiled
conducted of one of the three  (IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar said Iﬁ::!:ﬁum::ﬂimm Chanapora, police station Bemina  of these areas to have police two countries on Saturday ex- uilfity, the Indian Army ex-
militants killed in the Anantnag  on Saturday. arsa of Kupwara, Aty & Police and Police station Shalteng, stations at a short distance that changed sweets to mark the changed sweets and greetings

encounter as his picture resem-
bles that of the last surviving
militant involved in the 2019

He said the picoure of the slain
militant matched with that of
Jaish-e-Maohammiaci More on P10

are onthe ol Further details
shall fallow," Kashmir Police
Zonewmtzon Moreon P10

“Two mew police posts in
city are police post Tengpora
under police station Batamaloo

stands fulfilled” police sources

said, adding the setting up of

new police stations Moreon P10

New Year along the Line of
Control [LoC) in Poonch district,
a defence spokesman said

with the Pakistan Army at Poonch
and Merhar crossing points, the
spokesman saxd, Moreon P10
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Agencies

US-based tech glant Micro-
soft is rt'porrcdly planning
o launch a "multi-panel de-
vice” which boasts a rri-fold
design.

The patent was granted by
the US Patent and Trade-
mark Office [USPTO} and
shows a sketch of a device
with fwo hinges that opens
up to reveal one massive
screen made up of three
distiner  sections, reports
GSMArena.

Once folded back wp the
device can serve as a tradi-
tional smartphone,

Microsoft recently revealed
a new Surface device thar
will feature four under-dis-
play camera sensors, with

the company's logo being
displayed when these cam-
£ras are not in use.

The four cameras n ques-

Microsoft Working On Tri-Fold
Surface Phone: Report

ton will be  positioned
similar to the logo design
with each camera having its
colour filter.

These four sensors will be
placed under the display of
the device and are intended
for mobile computing de-
vices, such as a Microsoft
Surface device.
Furthermore, the cameras
can display a colour icon
when the sensor s not in
use ta display the compa-
ny's logo on the frent, So,
the device will display the
loge by default and switch
w the camera when the
shurtter is activared,
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES
YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE

deals willy clotniry
and fiome appliances at u.-ﬁug sale rates.
Cantact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
1G: yardimeci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

| ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE

Al types of Mobile and Mobile Ac

fain Market Sannnt Kagar Sriruas
| Contact:-7BE9GS7 769
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Scholarships This Week

Kashmir Observer inassociation with
Buddy45tudy.com presents scholarships available
for the meritorious students of Jammu and

parent{s) dve to COVID-19

Kashmir

Scholarship Name 1: Reli-
202122

Description:  Rellance Foun-

datlon Scholarships 2021-22
aims to enable and propal In-
dia’s brightest youth, who are
uniquely positioned to ba the
future leacers of tomarmow
and o sit at the forefront of
Indla’s technologically driven
growth, for the benefit of In-
dian society.

must
be studying inClass1to12 and
undergraduate (general and
profassional) courses. Appli-
cants should be enrolled and
continuing their education.
Prines & Rewards: Flued
one-time scholarship up to
INR 60,000

LastDate W W! 31-01—202’2
Applicatia
ann"mmns onty

hart Url: wwwbdsin/
u]

L
and postgraduate students
from all who are

3

currently enrofled in the first
year are eligible. Thay must
be enmlled In degres pm-
grammes In Artificial intel-
ligence, Computer Sciences,
Mathematics and Computing,
and Electrical and/or Elec-

DYSL-Al Bengaluru Junior
Research Fallowship 2021

Description:  OYSL-Al Beng-
alury Junior Research Fellow-
ship 2021 is an opportunity
offered to graduate or post-

For Undergraduate  Schol-
arships: Applicants
who secured a rank of
1-35,000 In the JEE Maln
(Paper 1) Examination
can apply.

For Postgraduata Schal-
arships: Applicants
who secured a score of
550-1,000 In the GATE
examéination, OR ap-
plicants who have not
attempted GATE and
have scored 7.5 of above
In thefr undergraduate
CGRA (or % normalised
@ CGPA] can apply.

Prizes & Rewards: Upto
INR 4,00,000 (for UG) & Up
ta INR 6,00,000 (for PG) over
the duration of the degres
and development programme
for selacted students aimed
at helping them innovate and
create technology for social
good

Last Date to Apply: 14-02-2022
Application made: Online

Public Notice

I have applied for fartilizer License IF anybody having any objec-
tion in this regard He/She May contact office of the Chief Agri-
culture officer Anantnag within the period of 7 days After that
naobjection will be entertained.
NAME:Nisar Ahmad Rather
5/0: Gh Rasool Rather

R/0: Nowshara Srigufwara

RNA

TECH WORLD _[Tpprmeres

AL Mobile and Electromic | o' g4, (lPoce
Aecessories Xerox alzo 3 i
available, ®@r .- "N-
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Public Notice

This s inform general public that | have applied for pesticides
license.dn this regard any person having any objection Her/She
may contact office of the PPO Lal Mandi Srinagar within seven
days from the date of publication of this noticeNo objection
shall be entartained after that.

Name: Nisar Ahmad Rather 5/0: Gh Rasool Rather

R0 Nowshara Srigufwara RNA

DISCLAIMER.

PUBLICNOTICE

‘Whereas | Fayaz Ahmed Shangleo 5/0 Husam ud Din Shangloo
R/OMIR Mchalla , Near WELCOME Hotel Dalgate Srinagar Kash-
mir intends to apply in the DEPARTMENT OF Tourism for the Reg-
istration for Travel unit In the Name and style “TREKLAND AD-
VENTURE TOURS" situated at TEILBAL Srinagar, Kashmir, under
the towist trade Act 1976/82/2011-12
Whereas | will Submit State Subject/Domidle certificate, Quali-
fication. Pan Card, Experlence cartificate (Minimum 15 Years),
Character Certificate (Police Department), Bank Statement
(Minimum Balance 10000) 5ite Plan. Affidavit. Rent Deed Duly
Sub-registrar, ial ( Letter/Visiting Card)
Phatograph of the Unit (indoor and outdoor) and two passport
size pthDgrdﬂhS to the Department of tourism as par the pre-
d checklist pricr to of my unit as an Excursion

Agency.
Now asw J&K Registration of Tourlst Trace Act 1978/82/201-

Shaort Url:
observer/RFS5

MMSJIU

ScholarshipName2:  Ad-
Itya Birla Capital COVID
Scholarship Program 2021

Description: Aditya Biria
Capital Limited invites appli-
cations from Class 1 to 12 and
undergraduate students to
support them In continuing
their education. The schal-
arship Is meant for those
students who have lost their
parent(s) due to COVID-19,

Eligipdlity:  Open forindlan
students who have lost their

L []

Ellgibility: The fellow-
shipisopen for the candidates
who are below 28 years of age
asof the date of the interview
and hold a B.E/B.Tech. degres
In Computer Sclence/Com-
puter Sclence Enginesring/
Information Technalogy etc.,
In first division from AICTE
accredited  with  CSIR-UGC
(NET)/ GATE quallfication
OR a Postgraduate degree In
professional cowrse (M.E/M,
Tech.) in Computer Sclence/
Computer Science Englneer-
ing ete. in the first division
bath at the Graduate and
Peetgraduate level and both
from AKTE accredited Instl-
tute/University.

Prizes & Rewards: INR
31.000 per manth plus HRA
Last Date to Apply:16-01-2022
nppuranunrrw Online
and Offline application by
post to - The Director, DROO
Young Sclentist Lab-Artificial
Intell Agence Dv. Raja Ra-
manna Complex, Raj Bhavan
Circle, High Grounds, Benga-
lure-560001
Short Ul www.bds.Infob-
server/ABIE

12. Before my caseis processad for the
Authodty, The matter Is hereby notified for of Gen-
eral Public/Financial institutions/Bank/Or) ete for

any objection if any and the same shall reach to the office of Dep-

uty Director Tourism Registration, TRC Srinagar Kashmir (EMail:-

datregl23Egmall.com) within perod of 7 days from the date of

publication of this Notice in lzading news paper/News papers of

the valley, NO chjections beyond a perlod of 7 days shall be antar-
I1be proc

thec; rules.

KMTR

Public NOTICE

My D08 in schood records has been wrongly wirtten as 25-07-
2010 while my correct DOB Is 25-07-2013 which needs immedite
comection. if anybody having any objection in this regand he/
she may file his/her objaction in the office of the Govt Primary
School Banapara Palapora. Khag within a period of seven days
from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objec-
tion shall be entertained.

Sarhaan Showkat
S/0 Showkat Ahamd Ganaie R/0Palapora
Tehsil Khag bmg

F_’RESS RELEASE

Nehru YUVA Kendra Anantnag organized two days Block level
sports meet of block Bijbehara’ Dachnipora at Jablipora  on
wef 26M2/2071 to 77-12-2021.. A large number of students
freem various gports Club and Mehla Mendals of the Block par-
ticipated in the various events. Prizes were awarded to the
‘Winners and Runners up teams and Third Places.




NHM ECRP
employees
protest against
termination

Observer news service

Srinagar: The National Health
Mission (NHM) confrac

tual employees on Saturday
staged a protest against their
tarmination at Press Enclave
Srinagar, demanding contin-
ued services of the terminated
employess.

Talking to reporters, Presi-
dent of NHM ECRF Shahid
Bashir enid, "Wa are the same
employees who worked and
put our lives at risk when Co-
wid-18 hit the country in year
2018, 2020, and 2021, instead of
utillsing experienced health
employees, the government is
using peaple from the educa-
tipnal department for it",

He added: “Government
has issued an order before
# months for extending our
disengagement for more
than 8 months but natead of
extending our services we are
being disengaged from our
services.”

He further said, “Govern-
ment used us Hke a tissus
paper and termed this asa
use and throw poliey by the
administration,”

“If according to the
government Covid is nonare
then why are night corfews
being imposed and why oovm
protocols to be Eallowed?"
Bashir said,

“Wa request anid nppeal
from the government for the
renswal of our contracts and
we demand continmed services
for the terminated employ-
eed,” they said

Woman fraudulently

withdraw pension of her
deceased mother: CBK

chargesheet
Ohserver Mews Saryica

Srinagar:- The Crime Branch
Kashmnir (CBE) has produced
the charge sheet bafore the
Hon'ble Court of Mobile Mag-
istrate, 13th Finance Commis-
stom Srinagar againet a lady
from Srinagoer for fraudalently
drawing pension money after
her mother's death
According to a statement
. the brief facts of the case are
that CBE received a complaint
from Central Burean of Tnves-
tigation (CRI), alleging therein
that Mukhta from Srinagar’a
Habakadal was receiving Free-
dom Fighter Pension of her
husband Mohammad Magboal
‘Wani through in JE Bank
Branch, Zals Sr1

The CBE, in its press
release, zaid that Mukhta
being aged and weak autho-
rized her daughter Firdousa
through a Pewer of Attor-
ney fo receive her pension
from the JK Bauk. “Mukhta
passed away on 18 Decem-
ber 2012, but her danghter
continued to draw penzion
on hehalf of her deceased
maother till December 3014,
read the press release.

During the course of
the investigation, it was
estabilished thof the accased
Firdonaa continued to draw
pension after the death of
her mother “dishonesily and
frandulontly”, “The accused,
despite having the knowledgs,
has drawn on behalf of her
deceased mother and has
thereby deceived the authori-
ties to confer a wrongful gain
of an amount of RS, 5.82 lacs
upon herself against cor-
responding losa to the state
Exchequer,"” it read

Sunday | 02-01-2022

Family Of Srinagar Youth Arrested By
NIA Stage Protest, Seek His Release

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: Family members
and relatives of an 18-vear-old
Srinagar resident on Satur-
day staged a protest dewmon-
stration in the Press Enclave
seeking his relense.

The teenager. Awsalan
Foroz, was arrested by the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
{IIA) after gleathe conducted
4 raid at Arsalan’s residential
house in Srinagar on Friday.

One of the protesting
family members told report-
ers that a team of NIA raided
their residential house in
Zaldngar when Arvsalan when
not present at home.

Talking to reporters at
Press Enclave Srinagar, Ar-
salan’e gister appealed to DIG
and [GP Kashmir to release
hiz brother and do justice
with his family.

While pleading for her

brother's innocence, she said
that they will die without
him, “He js studying in 12th
standard but he was arvested
by police during hiz board
exams in the name of mohile
phone checking. After that he
15 in jail for about one and balf
months and is not being sl-
lowed to appenr in his board
exams,” she added.

She also said that when
the NIA raided their home,

alan was not present at
home and his father called
him back and asked him to co-
operate with the agency

Arsalan came home snd
went fo the police station for
questioning along with his
father. “So why is the police
saying that he was arrested
from his home when he was
not present at his home at the
time of the raid,” she gues-
thoned.

She said that Arsalan’s fa-

ther is a heart patient and he
cannot live without his son.
“It is our appeal to the author-
ities to release him as he has
not done anything wrong,”
she said.

Anather male relative sec
onding the woman protestor
=aid that he was in "Cargo’ —
the headguarters of Jammu
and Koshmir's elite Special
Operationz  Group - from
where he was released after
40 days. "Five days before CID
sleuths asked sbout his whera-
abouts and we informed them
that he was home”, he said
adding on Thursdsy meorn-
ing. & vaid was carried out
by NIA ard we asked to eall
him up from maternal house
and he was taken along “We
came to know from {interjnet
that he has been arrested on
charges of being a stone pelter
of Downtown and that he runs
the gang of stone pelting and

suhsequently came to know
that WIA has said of him to
asociated with TRF, recruit-
ing and providing o
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youth”, he said adding he is
not involved in anything not
even in stone paliing,

“Our family and moholla
residents have come here to
demand his releass”, he caid

Pertinently, the N1A on
Friday izsued a press state
ment ¢laiming to have arvest-
ed 'a TRF operative’ during
raide in Sripapar in connec-
tion with a case of radicalis-
ing, motivating and recruit-
1ng youth of J&E by LeT.

“Yesterday  (30.12.2021),
condoeted a search in Sri-
nagar and arrested ome TRF
operative, Arsalan Feroz @
Argalan Soub son of Feroz
Ahmad Ahanger resident of
Ealdngar, M. K. Gunj. Srinagar
in Case No. RC 82/2021/ NIA/
DLI", readS the statement

This Day In History

Govt Mulls To convert Poloview
Street Into a Walkway

OBSERVERNEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR — In a bid to beantify the
Srinagar eity the administration is con.
verting the historic Poloview strest mio
& walkway under “Srinagar Smart City
Praject”.

An official sald that the road will be
redesipned and will be filled with marble
stomes and “creative desims” that will
malke it aesthetic, The existing shops will
stay intact and according to the offielsl, it
will attract mere people to visit the market.

Situated in the heart of the city, the
Poloview street and market is historic,
fameus and eye-catching and shaves its
boundary with the famed Polo pround.

The Sume stand located at the south
end of the street, on 2.37 kanals of land, and
the exieting SDA parking, behind the mar-
ket, on the Polo ground side, will be con-
wartad info n motorable road for the conve-
nience of the commuters, the official said.

Although the shopkeepers at Poloview
market have welcomed the conversion of
the street into o walkway, they have raised
apprehensions about the parking.

Altaf Ahmad, a shoplesper said the
concern for the shopkeepers is parking.
For now, the eustomers who visit the
shops park their vehicles in SDA park-
ing. But since the government is plan-
ning to convert it it a road, it leaves no
parking space for vehicles, “This is the

conearn which needs to be addressed and
the shopkeepers' association visited the
Divigional Commissioner and we hope
the matter is resolved soon.”

Asleed about the concerns of the shop-
lzeepars, the official eaid that the govern-
ment 1s plauning to construct a mecha-
nized ramp which will be thrown open in
“apecifie tima™.

The Poloview market come info ex-
istence in 1954 after a five fully damaged
shops situated at The Bund near Resi-
dency Road and the then Prime Minister
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Balshi Ghulam Muk d allotted Polo
View space to the shopkeepers.

Sinca then. the markeiplace remains
mtaect with several shops showeasing Art
ond Craft. The market has many other
buildinge which include the Eashmir
Press Club.

As of now, there are ahout 35 shops
on the pala grommd aide and 20 on the op-
posite side. the upper floors have been
eonverted into office spaces, restaurants,
travel agencies, laptop sellers and many
other werkspaces {Mouritain Tnk)

CCIK Seeks Resumption Of
Friday Prayers At Jamia Masjid

Obsarver Naws Service

Srinagar: Assoclated Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Kash-
mir (CCIK) has wrped the govern-
ment to allow Friday prayers at
Historic Jamia Masjid in down-
town Srinagar.

Ina statement . CCTR said con-
tinouns elosure of Jamia Masgjid
for Friday prayers hns hurt reli-

'PRESS RELEASE

gious sentiments of the Mushims.
President CCIE Tariq Rashid
Ghani snid government should
immediately allow people to re-
sume Friday prayers at the Jamia
Masjid as it has not only hurt re-
ligious sentiments of the Muslim
community but has alao hit the
economic activities in the avea.
Ghani said Jamia Masgjid at-
tracts devotees in large numbers.

on Fridays which would also pro-
vide husiness to fhe fraders ad
gmall vendors.

"Closure of the Masjid caused
immense grief smong the locals and
also hit the traders, Jamia market is
the oldest and one of the main mar-
kats in Srinagar which would fatch
good business to the traders |, shop-
keepers and venders who have bee
Jeft to fend for themeselves,"

Mehru YUVA Kendra Anantnag organized two days Blodk
level sports meet of biodk Hiller /Shahabad at HSS Hakura
on w.ef 2712/203 to 28-12-2021.. A large number of stu-
dents from various sports Club and Mehia Mendals of the

Block Inthe events, Prizes were award-
od to the Winners and Runners up teams and Third Flaces.
RNAR

From KO Avchives

Law variation holds up
Qureshi's transfer

W DELHI- Non-appheability of Indian laws tn Jam-
mu and Knshmir teday proved te be o niajor bandicap
for Delhl High Coort in deciding the issne of handing
over JELF activist Hashim Grureehi, an socnsad in the

hijacking of ndian Airlines plane in 1971, to Srinspar police 2z
nwither his nor government counsel could place the exoct legal
podition before it

The court, while adjourning the matter i January 2,
further extended the stay of a eity courts prder yeaterday
permitting the Jammm ond Kashmir palice to take his cusiody
Il Tuesday

A spaatal divizion bench constiroted to bear the petition of
areahi, challenping bis detention by Delhi palice after his ar-
rival hera from C and him to ths iy
of Jamimn and Exshngir pedios adjounmad hearing to Januaey
rwn with the insrruetion that all relevant laws and supreme
eourt judpements referred to by the counzel from both aides
should be piored before iz by mmorrow evening

While Gureshi's eonnsel KT8 Tulsl challenged his eliont's
detention and custody to Jammu snd Kashmmr palice on the
zrounds that he had already been convicted for the offence by a
Paltistani court ond sarved nine years of imprisomment there,
the Dedh polies and Jamun and Ealmlr govearnimat eoanse
2atd he waz only tried for the offence of wronpful eonfinement
of passengers in Pakistan not for hijacking, kidmapping and rob-
‘bery, menticned in the FIR by the state palice.

(EASHMIR OBSERVER, G2Jariry, 2001)
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Omicron Hospitalization
Risk Around One Third Of
Delta UK Analysns Shows

'I'he Hcl\rel Lmdon Haospital

“In this analysis. the risk of hospi-
talization is lower for Dmnn.ln cases

e risk of hospitali with
the Omicron variant of corona-
virus is about one-third that of

the Delta variant, according to Brit
ish analysis of more than a million
cases of both Dypes in recent weeks.

Bratain is experiencing a surge in
Cowid-19 cases driven by the haghly-
tiansmissibke Omicron variang, with
recond daily infedions of 189,846 re-
pasted on Friday

While hospital admissions have
started to rise, the government has
said it believes the new variant is
milder than the Delta variant.

The number of patients needing
mechanical ventilation beds has also
remained steady through December,
undike previous pealss in the pandemic,

The analysis was published by
the UK Heslth Security Agenc
ter it worked alongside Cambridge
University MRC BiosLatistics unit lo
analyze 528,176 Omicron cases and
573,012 Delra cases,

It also found that vaccines can
work well against Dmicron,

with sy

infection after 2 an:i 3 doses of vac-
cine, with an 1% .., reduction in the
risk of hospitalization after 3 doses
compared o umvacdnated Omicron
cased.” the UKHSA said,

Chief Medical Adviser at UKHSA
Susan Hopkins said the analysis
was in keeping with other encour-
aging signs on Omicron but said the
health service could still struggle
with such high transmission rates.

"It remains too earfy to draw any
definitive conclusions on hospital se
werity, and the increased transmissi-
bility of Omicron and the rising cases
1 the over Gl population in England
means it remains highly likely that
there will be significant pressure on
the KHS i ooming weeks,” she said

Friday's  daily data  update
showeed 12,395 patients in hospital
in England with Covid-19, up from
11.542 on Thursday and continuing
a steeply rising mend. However, the
figure is well below a peak of more
than 34,000 in January.

Look To The Future, Stay
Focused: Xi Jinping Tells
China In New Year Address

Reuters

of "the " Was an aspira-

BEXJING: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping stressed  the |m'pnn.|nu: of
maintaining a “strategic focus” in his
2022 New Year address and of being
mindful of "potential risks” in the
Commanist Party's long-term vision
to furn Ching into a global power.

Xi in 2021 declared that China
had achieved its aim of slding a
so-called "moderately prosperous”
saciety, a milestone on its road to he-
coming a global eader in 2049, the
100th anniversany of the founding of
the People's Republic of China,

"We must always keep a long-
term perspective, remain mindful
of potential risks, maintain strate-
gic forus and determination, and
‘affain the broad and great while
addressing the delicate and min-
ute’,” Xi said in a tefevised speech,

China, where the coronavirus
was first identified in late 2019, has
placed a focus on its achievements
past and present, including guickly
bringing COVID-19 under control
as its economy lost steam after re-
bounding frem a pandemic slump
and as relations with the United
States plumbed new lows,

Xi sabd the complete unification

tion shared by people on both sides
¥ the Taiwan Strait, referring fo the
self-ruled island of Taiwan which it
considers "sacred” territory.

*I sincerely hope that all the sons
and daughters of the Chinese nation
will joln fxrces to create a brighter
future for our nation,” he said

Earlier this week, a Beijing offi
cial warned that China would take
"drastic measures” if fercely demo-
cratic Taiwan makes moves towards
formal independence.

Xi also stressed the importance
of stability in the former British
cobony of Hong Kong and the for-
mer Portuguese-run  enclave of
Macaw. which returned o China in
1957 and 1999 respectively,

Under the handover deal, Hong
Kong was promised that its wide-
ranging Individual freedoms, in-
cluding freedom of speech, would
be protected.

But actvists complain that those
freedoms have been emded since China
passed a new national security kaw n
2120 crushing dissent in the wake of a
fimes violent acy. arei-China
streef protests a year earfer Clunese and
Hong Korgg officials have defended the
law as necessary o restore order.

A&

ANIRAQI ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY MASTER uses atEed pen and ink to write versus of poetry at
his office in Baghdad on December 18, 2021 DPA

STUDY: 1,500 Languages
Acutely Threatened
With Extinction

ere are about 7,004 1ec-

I ognized languages world-

wide, but many of them
could soon be lost forever.

According o a study from
Australia, about hall ol all lan-
guages are endangered, and
1,500 could be extinct by the
end of the century.

“Without intervention, lan-
guage loss could triple within
A0 years, with ar least one
language lost per month,” the
authors write. They advise ere-
that support bi-
jon and encour-
age both mcllu,{ nous langage
mastery and the use of region-
ally dominant languages.

Fifty-one independent vari
ables were analysed, including
education  pelicy, sociceco
nomuc indicators and environ-
mental characteristics,

The study, ked by the Aus-
tralian MNational —University
[AMNU], was published in the
online journal Nature Ecology
and Evolution,

The research also uncov-
ered unexpected and surpris
ing causes of language threat,
said co-author Lindell Broim-

' WHEN A
LANGUAGE IS
lost, or is 'sleeping"
as we say for languages that
are no longer spoken, we
lose so much of our human
cultural diversity,"

ham. These include a well
developed mad network, for
example, he said.

"We found that the more
roads there are, connecting
country o city, and villages o
towns, the higher the risk of
languages being endangered.
It's as if roads are helping
dominant languages 'steam
roll' over other smaller lan
guages,” Bromham said,

Contact with other local
languages, on the other hand,
is not the problem: in fact, lan-
Buages that come inlo contact
with many other indigenous
languages are less at ris

The study also contains [es-
sons for the presenvation of
endangered Indigenous Aus-
tralian languages,

“Australia has the dubious

distinection of having one of the
highest rates of language loss
worldwide,” said co-author Fe-
licity Meakins, Of the 250 Ln-
guages once spoken by Indig-
enous people, she said, only 40
remain - and children kearn only
adozen of themin the first place.

"When a language is |ost, or is
“sleeping’ as we say for languag-
es that are no longer spoken,
we bose 5o much of our human
i Brormham
pointed out. "Every language is
brrilliant in its own way.”

Many of the langua that
are expected o be lost rhis
century are still actively used
at present. the expert said

“So there is still the chance o
Invess in supparting commumi
ties torevitalize indigenoas lan
guages and keep them strong
for future  generations” e
said, referring 1o the upooming
Unesco Decade of Indigenaus
Languages (2022-32).

With the initiative, the
United Nations wants (o pro-
tect linguistic diversity around
the globe and strengthen the
rights of people from [anguags
minoities, .DPA

Omicron's New Year's Cocktail:
Sorrow, Fear, Hope For 2022

Associated Press

PARIS: Sorrow for the dead and dy

ing, fear of more infections t come
and hopes for an end 1 the corona-
witus pandermic were again the bil-
tersweet cocktail with which the
workd said good riddance 1o 2021
and ushered in 2022.

New Year's Eve, which used
0 be celebrated globally with a
free-spirited  wildness, felt in-
stead like a case of deja vu, with
the fast-spreading omicron vari-
ant gain [illing hospitals,

“We just need enjoyment” said
Karen Page, 53, who was among the
fechag revellers venturing out in Loo-
chom. "W have st been m so g™

The mostly muted New ‘Year's
Eve celebrations arcund the world
wshered in the fourth calendar
year framed by the global pan
demic. More than 285 million peo-
pbe have been infected by the coro-
navinus workdwide since late 2019
and more than 5 million have died

In Paris, officials cancelled the
firewarks amid surging infections

and reintroduced  mandatory

took a mixed approach to the year-
end revelry: nixing the audience
At a countdown concert in Los An-
geles, scaling it back in MNew York
yet poing full speed ahead in Las
Vegas, where thousands turned up
for performances and a fireworks
show on [he Strip that got off 1 a
late start because of gusty winds.
President Joe Biden noted the
losses and uncertainty caused by
the pandemic but said; “Were

mask-wearing outdoors, an obli-
warion followed by the majority
of people who milled about on
the Champs-Elysées as the final
hours of 2021 ticked away.

In Berfin, police urged people not
togather near the Brandenburg Gate,
where a concert was staged without
a fve audience. In Madrid, authori-
ties allowed ondy 7000 people into
the city's Puema del Sol dowmtown
square, a venue traditionally hosting
some 20,000 revellers.

In the United States, officials

. We're recovering
“Back to work. Back to schoal,
Back to jy.” Baden said in a video
posted on Twitter, “That's how we
made [t through this year. And how
we'll embrace the aexl. Together”
In Mew York, officials aliowed
just 15000 people, vaccnated
and masked inside the perimeter
arund Times Square, a sliver of the
1 milfion that typically squeeze in to
watch the famed ball drop, Outgo-
ing Mayor Bill de Blasio, defending
the event, said people need to see
that Mew Yok is open for business.

Pakistan, India

Exchange List Of Nuclear

Installations And Prisoners
.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMARAD: Pakistan and India an
Saturday exchanged a list of their
nuclear installations that cannot
be attacked in case of an escalation
in hostilities, as part of an annual
ritwal that has been in practice be
ween the twio neighbours for more
than three decades, a Foreign Office
statement said here,

The two coundries also ex-
changed lists of prisoners held in
each other's prisens, which include
civilians, defence personnel and
fishermen, it said.

The lists of nuclear instailation
and facilities were exchanged as per
the provisions of the Articke-ll of the
Agreement on Prohibetion of Atacks
against Muclear Installations and Fa-
cilities, signed on December 31, 1988,
and ratilied on 27 January 1991,

According to this agreement. both
countries have to inform each other
ol the ruclear lacilities,

This practice of exchanging lists
has continued since January 1, 1992,

The excharge of the lists came amid
strain in ties between the two coun-
ries over the Kashmir ssue as well as
criss-barder lerrornsm.

The list of nuclear bistallations
and facilities in Pakistan was offi-
cially hanpded over to a representa-

tive of the Indian High Commssion
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at
1030 hours PST on Satunday.

Similarty, the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi hand-
ed their list of nuclear installations
amd facilities to a representative of
the Pakistan High Commission at
1100 hours 15T, the Pakistan Foreign
Office statement said.

Ina enchange, Pakistan
shared with the Indian High Com-
mission in slamabad a list of 628
[ndian prisoners in Pakistan, inchud-
ing 51 civilians and 577 fishermen,

The Indlian Government aso smulta-
nenusty shared the Tist of 535 Pobdstani
prisoners in India inchding 282 auvilians
and 73 fishermen with the High Com-
tnnissiced for Pabistan in New Delh, it saa,

These lists are exchanged under
the provisicns of the Agreement on
Consular Access signed in May 2008,

Undes this pact, the two countiies
shoukl exchange comprehensive lists
on January 1 and July 1 every year.

“This step is consistent with
clause (i) of the Consular Access
Agreement between Pakistan and
India, signed on 21 May 2008, un-
der which both countries are re-
quired to exchange lists of prsoners
in each other's custody Dwice a year,
on 01 January and 01 July, respec-
tively." the Foreign Office said.

"To Hurt A Woman Is To
Insult God": Pope Francis
In New Year s Speech

Agencies

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis used
hiis New Year's message on Saturday
to issue a clarion call for an end to
violence against women, saying It
was insulting to God,

Francis, 83, celebrated a Mass in
St. Peter's Rasilica on the day the
Roman Catholic Church marks bath
the solemnity of Holy Mary Mother
of God as well a5 its annual World
Day of Peace,

Francis appeared to be in good
form on Saturday following an un-
explained Incident on New Year's
Eve where he attended a service but
at the last minute dud not preside
over it as he had been expected to.

AL the start of the Mass on Satur-
day, he walked the entire length of the
central aisle of basilica, as opposed to
Friday night, when he emerged from
a side entrance close to the altar and
warched from the sidelines.

Francis suffers from a sciatica con-
dition that causes pan in the legs,
and sometimes a flare up prevents
him from standing for long periods,

Francis wove his New Years
homily around the themes of moth-
erhood and women - saying it was
they who kept together the threads
of life - and used it to make one of
his strongest cafls yet far an end to
viokenoe afrainst them.

“And since mothers bestaw Life,
and women keep the waorld
pether), ler us all make greater e
forts [0 promote mothers and 1o
protect women,” Francis said,

“How much viclence is directed
against wamen| Encughl To hurt a
woman is to insult God, who from a
woman took on our humanity.”

During an Kaban television pro-
gramme last month, Francis told a
worman who had been beaten by her
ex-hashand that men who commit
violence aEainst women engage in
something that is “almost satanic”,

Since the COVID-19 pandemic
began nearly two years ago, Fran-
cis has several times spoken out
against domestic violence, which
has increased in many countrs ies
since lockdowns left many women
trapped with their abusers

o-

total of 45 joumnalists were
Akxlleﬁ wordwide in 20

the International Federation
of Journalists (IF]) said on Friday —
“one of the lowest death tolls” it has
recorded for any year,

The figure rracked closely with
a toll of 46 killings of jeurnalists
given two weeks ago by another
media watchdog, Reporters Without
Barders {known by its initials RSF),
which also noted it a5 its Jowest-ever
since starting its tallies in 199

"While this decrease is welcome
news, it & small comfort in the face
of continued violence,” the Brussels-
hased IF] said in statement.

The ol incheded nine in Afghani-
stan, the highest number suffered by
asingle country,

Elsewhere, eight died in Mexico,
four in India and three in Pakistan,

The IF| said the media work-

ers “more often than not are killed
for exposing comuption, crime and
abuse of power o thewr communi-
tles, Cities and countries”,
Actording to the group's count, the
Asiz-Pacific region — which includes
Afghanistan — was the deadliest, with
20 killings. Then came the Americas,
with 10, Africa, with eight, Europe
with six, and the Middle East and
Arab countries with just one. It also

Watchdog: 45 Journalists Killed In 2021

mentioned the death of two journal-
Ists in a “deadly accident” in fran.
Wiile "the nisks associated with
armed  conflict have reduced in
recent years” because fewer jour-
nalisrs were able (o repost on the
ground, “the threats of crime gang
and drug cartels' rule from the siums
in Mexico to the streets of European
cities in Greece and the Netherlands
continue to increase”, it added AFP

Beloved American Actress Betty White Dies Aged 99

Agencies

actress  Berty  White, whose

eroundbreaking career spanned
decades, has died at age 99, US
media outlets have reported,

JelT Witias, White's agent and
close friend, told People magazine
in a statement an Friday that “even
though Betty was abaut to be 100,
| thought she woulbd live forever”.

“| will miss her rerribdy and so
will the animal world that she
loved so much. | don't think Betty
ever feared passing because she
always wanted o be with her
mast belovid hushand Allen Lud-
den. She belicved she would be
with him again,” Witjas said.

Citing law enforcement sourc-
es, TMZ first reported that White
died ar her home on Friday mem-

[cnnic American comedian and

Ing. less than three weeks before
her 100th birthday on [anuary 17

The Washington Poer alsa con-
fermed White's death, citing her
agent. No cause of death was
specified, the newspaper said.

Perhaps best known for her mem-
orable mles on “The Golden Girs™

and “The Mary Tyler Moore Show”,
Whate's decades-long career blared
a trail for other female comedians
and actresses in the Uniged States,
In a youth-driven industry
where an actress above age 40
often faces career twilight, White
remained a star in her 605 and be-

came a pop culture phenomenan
inher 80s and 90s.

Paying on her imminent likabil-
iy, Whike was still starring in the TV
sucom “Hot in Cleveland” at age 92,
undil it was cancelled in late 2014,

White said her bongevily was
a result of good health, good for-
tune and loving her work,

“It's incredible that I'm still in
this siness and that you are
still putting up with me." White
said in an appearance at the 2018
Emmy Awards ceremony, where
she was honoured for her long
career. “Its incredible that you
€an stay in a career this long and
atill have people put up with you.
| wish they did that at home

In her last Twitter post on De-
cember 28 White shared a recent
interview she gave t People maga
zing before her censennial birthday.
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Govt To Hold 12
Festivals In 3 Months
Across Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jamimu  and
Kashmir  administration  will
hold12 festivals across all the
10 districts of the Valley in next
three nwonths 1o showcase reli-
ginus, tmaditional and cultural
richness of the Valley,

The details about the proposed
festivals was shared by Academy
of Art Culture and Languages
[AMCEL) during 2 meeting con-
veped by the Divisional Com-
muissioner Kashmir, Pandurang K
Pole an Saturday on implemsen-
tation of the scheme for promo-
tion of Traditional and Culhural
festivals in Kashmir, an official
spokesperson said,

He said that the meeting was
attended by Secretary, Academy
of Art Culture and Languages
(AACRL), Ratl Pandey { Through
VC): Director Tourism {Through
WC) Chief Engineer, PWD [R&E)
Department Kashmir, Rafig Ah-
mad Rafiq: Chief Engineer, Dis-
tribution KPDCL Kashmir,
Ahmad besides tepresentatives
of ather members,

Among nominated  experts
CED, J&K Muslim Waqgf Board,
M M Fand-Ud-Din; represen-
tative of Director Doordarshan
Kashmir and Chairman, Kash-
mir Society International (KS1),
Farooq Ahmad Renzu attended
the meeting.

AL the outser, the offical
spokesperson said that Secre-
rary AACRL informed the chair
that a list of 12 festivals have
been proposed to be celebrared
in 10 districts of Yalley during

the current financial year culmi-
nating March-2022, with focus
an the guality instead of num-
bers.

“Rabul Pandey said that the
festivals have been divided on
the basis of two broad d
sions viz. religious, traditional
and cultural.” he said,

Pandey, as per the official
spokesperson also said that on
religious point of view Birth
day of Guru Gobind ji, Maha
Shivratri, Mehra) Ul Aalam and
Nauroz and the second set of
events include Tribal lestival
Pahari and Band Pather besides
Composite Cultural Ffestivals,
Traditional Cultural festivals and
Sufi festivals.

“The participants on the oc-
casion gave their suggestions
regarding  organizing  various
drafted festvals at different lo-
cations as agamnst the identified
places on the basis of faith, pop-
ularity and other reasons which
was welcomed by the Div Com,”
he said.

Pale, he said, directed the Sec-
retary AACEL ro frame a draft
plan of festivals to be organised
in the next financial year start-
ing from April

“He laid stress on the asset
creation during these festivals
citing that the same can be used
in future also besides directing
the concerned to ensure site res-
torations,” the official spokes-
person said,

*The Chairman. K51 welcomed
the patronization of the govern-
ment vis-d-vis celebrating vari-
ous festivals," he added,

Skill Hub Initiative Launched
In J&K; 40 Schools Identified

Press Trust OF India

JAMMLE The ‘Skill Hub Initia-
rive' programme was formally
Launched m Jammu and Kash-
mir under the Samagra Shiksha
project here on Saturday, an of-
ficial said.

Project Director-Samagra
Shiksha, Deep Raj Kanethia said
40 schools have been identified
and designated as ‘skill hubs'
in the Union Territory but ini-
fially the programme is being
launched in nine government
schoods as a pilol project,

The “Skill Hub Initiative' is
part of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojna (FMEVY) 3.0 and
was launched across the country
on January 1. It will be executed
through the National Skill De-
velopment Corporation {NSDC),

The scheme, envisioned by
the Union ministries of educa-

tiom, and skill development and
entreprencurship, aims to pro
vide NSO certified skill courses
for out of school children and
youth, and dropouts.

It also aims at preparing them
for placements as well as sel
entreprencurships. The scheme
shall also be supported by the
State Skill Development Mis-
SHMS.

Kanethia said the nine schools
selected under the pilot proj-
ect would be imparting trai
ing in NSDC recognised courses
and eventually the programme
will be extended to cover other
schoals.

The government schools that
have heen designated as "skill
hubs' are located in different
districts incuding Reasi, Bud-
gam. Anantnag, Poonch, Sri-
nagar, Kishtwar, Pulwama, and
Jammu, he said.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Political parties in
Jammu and Kashmir expressed
anefl over the loss of lives in
the stampede at the shrine of
Mata Vaishno Devi in Jammu on
Saturday and urged the admin-
istration to take adequare steps
to ensure such an incident does
Nt recur,

Deeply saddened by the news
from  fFmatavaishnodevi. My
condolences to the families of
all those who lost their lives
s the stampeds B prayers for
the quick & complete recovery
ol all those injured, Mational
Conference [NC) vice president
and former chief minister Omar
Abdullah wrote on Twitter,

NE chief Faroog Abdullah sald
it was an extremely fragic inci
dent at the holy place and ex-
pressed the hope that authon-
ties will swiltly identify the
causes and address them.

The BIP's JK unit chiel Ravin-
der Raina and senior party lead-
ers Devender Singh Rana and
Surjeet Singh Slathia separately
wvisited the hospital where the
injured were admitted and the
Katra base camp nearhy,

Expressing sadness over the
incident, Raina said that party
workers were assisting the af-
fected people.

The POP faulted the police
and administration and  said
such mismanagement has been
unheard of in recent times.

Our  heartfelt condolences
go out to the families who fost
their loved ones & pray for
speedy recovery of the injured,
the party said in a tweet.

| am also saddened by the
tragic accident at Vaishno Devi
& neither the administration
the nor police are carrying out

J&K Parties Grieved Over
Vaishno Devi Stampede

MoS Jitendra Singh
Visits Injured Devotees

JAMMLU: Union minister Ji-
tendra Singh on - Saturday
visited devotees [njured in
a stampede at the famous
Waishno Devi shrine in Jam-
miu and Kashmir's Reasi dis-
trict, officials said.

AL least 12 people, includ-
ing two wormnen, died and over
a dozen were injured i the
stamipede at the shrine atop
the Trikuta hills triggered by a
heavy rush of devotees in the
earfy hours of the day, the said,

Singh, the Minister of State
in the Prime Minister's Office,
was accompanied by Direc-
tor General of Jammu and
Kashmir Police Dilbag Singh
dunng lus visit to the Shri
Mita Vaishng Devi Narayana

Superspeciality Hospital at
Kakrival, He énquired about
the condition of the devotess
undergoing treatment at the
facility, the officials said.

OfF the 15 Injured admitted
to the hospital, the condition
of two was stated 1o be oriti-
cal, while four people were
discharged.

The minister interacted
with the injured pilgrims and
was also briefed by the doc-
tors, the officials said.

JEK BIP president Ravinder
Raina and senlor party lead-
ers Devender Singh Rana and
Surjeet Singh Slathia sepa-
rately visited the hospital amd
the Katra base camp nearby,
they added.

their duties, Instead, they are
engrossed in threatening peo-
ple into silence. My condolenc
s to the families of those wha
lost their lives, PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti tweeted.

Congress' |-K unit chief Gh-
ulam Ahmad Mir, Peoples Con-
ference chief Sajad Lone and Apni
Party president Altaf Bukhari
said the incident was unfortu-
nate and expressed their condo-
lences to the bereaved families.

| am deeply pained to learn
about the tragic incident of loss
ol precious lives due to stam-
pede in  #MataVaishnoDevi
Bhawan, #Katra. A very unfor-
tunate incident, my heartfelt
condolences (o bereaved fami-
lies and prayers for speed re-
covery of injured, Bukhari said.

Srinagar Mayor Junaid Azim
Mattu also expressed grief over
the incident

Deeply saddened by the rag
ic loss of lives at Mata Vaishno
Devi Bhawan at Katra due to a
stampede, My heartfelt condo-
lences with the far 5 af the
deceased and my prayers for
those who are injured, Mattu
wrote on Twitter.

AL least 12 people were killed
and 20 athers injured in the stam-
pede ar the famous Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine during a heavy rush
of devotees on New Year.

The stampede occurred in
the early hours of Saturday
near gate number three outside
the sanctum sanctorum of the
shrine atop Trikuta hills, about
50 km from |amm,

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The administration of
Jammu and Kashmir has set the
process in motion o dedare an
area spreading over 1247 Kanals
and 17 Marlas of land in Samba
district of Jammu province as
field firing range {FFR) for forces.

The Union Territory's Home
department has issued twa no-
tifications, to set the ball rolling
for re-natification af Nandini in
Samba district of Jammu prov-
ince as field (iwing range for
Army. Before 2014, the land was
also wsed for artillery practice
by the Atmy.

According 1o a notification,
the Home department while
exercising powers umder The
Manceuvres Field Firing and
Artillery Practice Act-1938, has
defined an area spread over
3247 Kanals and 17 Marlas,
situated at Badheri, tehsil and
district Samba, for the purpose
of carrying out field firing and
practice, as per the agreed stan-
dard operating procedure, lor a
period of 10 years.

The Home department has
also issved a separale notice
of intention for authorizing the
carrying out of field firing and
artillery  practice  throughout

Govt Set To Re-Notify Nandini
In Samba As Firing Range

the area defined under the ne-
tification.

As per The Manoeuvres Field
Firing and Artillery Practice Act-
1938, hefore nedilication is
issued authorizing the carrying
out of field firing and artillery
practice throughout a notified
drea, the state government shall
publish notice of its intention to
issue such netification as early
as possibile in advance of the is-
sue of the notification, and no
such notification shall be issued
until the expiry of two months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of the notice in the local
official gazette—(KNO)

IUST’s Journalism Dept Pays
Tribute To Marshall Mcluhan

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: To  revisit the
legacy of the iconic communica-
tion theorst Marshall Mcluban
on his death anniversary, the
Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication (DIMC),
Islamic University of Science and
Technology (IUST) Friday held a
virtual special Iprlurp by Award-
winning ¢ i

tist Prof. Shafey Kldwal

Prof. Kidwai, a bilingual critic,
reviewer, translator and histori-
an of Urdu Journalism, has been
reaching communication stud-
ies, cultural theories, and print
media for more than three de-
cades at Aligarh Muslim Uni
sity. He is professor and cha
man of the department of iMass
communication, AMU

The special lecture was a trib-
ute to Marshall McLuhan, com-
munication thearist who revolu-
tionized communication studies
and Dow the way wWe perceive the
advancement of communication
technology around us. His apho-
rism “the medium is the mes-
sage” summarized his theoretical
conceptualization of the deter-
minant influence of media. Dur-
ing the event, the guest speaker,
Prof. Shafey Kidwai discussed the
key philosophical ideas of Mar-
shall McLuhan and highlighted
his major contributions to the
fiekd of communication theory.

Speaking about the contenpo-
rary relevance of Marshall Mclu-
han's ideas, Prof Kidwai stated
that the ever-increasing influence
and reliability on communication
rechnologies have confirmed the
relevance of McLuhan's prophetic

arguments about communication
and society.

“Marshal McLohan's concepts
and ideas provided philosophi-
cal basis o then existing media
theory and in the contemporary
times when we have plethora
of media available, his theory
aboul  technological determin-
Ism hecomes more relevant and
waorth studying for communica-
tion scholars”, he added,

Prof, Kidwai elaborated on
Mcluhan's work “Understand-
ing Media™ {1964] and stated
that McLuban's unprecedented
approach  towards  theorizing
the nature of medivm itsell has
been a pathbreaking contribu-
tien 10 communication studies
which opened up a new whole
area aboul researching the de-
terminism of medium in the ad
vancing electronic age.

“McLuhan fundamentally fo-
cused on the medium not the
content and argued that its ac-
tually the characteristics of the
medium itsell which alfect the
recipients of the content and
the society at large. Mcluhan
stated that the medium is like
thar lightbulb which enables an
envircnment” Prof. Kidwai said.

Earlier Head of the Depart-

ment. DJMC Dr. Mujeeb Liyakat,
during his welcome address ex-
pressed his view on the contribu-
tions of Marshall McLuhan and
said, “Mcluhan Tetrad of media
effects like rest of his ideas are
quite relevant m contemporary
timees amd we try to demonstrate
media’s determinism in enhance-
ment, absolescence, retrieval and
teversal & their effects on audi-
ence perception”,

ir Assistant Professor DIMC
and  Session  Moderator  Dr.
Monisa Qadiri, alse underlined
the scholarly significance of
MeLuhan's theoretical ideas and
key coneepls in conlemporary
media research.

“The undetlying  conceptu-
alizations of Mcluhan's theory
ushered into a new era of com-
munication  studies  which
opened up scholarly debates on
the determinism of the medium
in characterizing cultures and
the world around us”, she added.

Earlier, the department had
also produced a short video in
the remembrance of Marshall
McLuhan which highlights vari-
ous aspects of his theory and
graphically demonstrates  its
relevance in the contemporary
digital age.

Unauthorised Movement Of Commercial Vehicles

Govt To Put 19000 Contract
Carriage Permits Online Soon

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration  will
s0071 pul online 19000 contract
carriage permits to check the
movement of commercial ve-
hicles plying uthorizedly
in Kashmir whicl the major
source of frequent traffic jams
in Srinagar city and towns

This information was given
to the Divisional Commissioner
[Biv Com} Kashmir, Pandurang
K Pole at an officers meeting
here on Saturday convened o
review the traffic plan forme-
lated for improvement of tralfic
system in Kashimir, an official
spoekesperson said.

Urging upon the officers of
line departments to expedite
the process for removing public
utilities hampering the traffic
movement in summer capital
and implementaton of fng
road project in Srinagar city,
he said, the Div Com Kashmir
has asked them to ensure that
work on this prestigious proj-
ect is taken up early, necessary
for improving traffic flow in the
district.

Earlier, the officers from PDD,
R&B, S&D, SMC, KPDCL 55P

Traffic, RTO, ERA, SDA, IC&MA,
CEP  had a threadbare discus-
sion on the issue and suggested
certain solutions to these prob
fems. The officers briefed the
Div Com aboul the measures
taken by them in this regard.

The Div Com directed the con-
cerned, especially POD, to relocate
electric pales which have become
a major hurdle in regulating free
flow of fraffic in these areas,

Magarmal Bagh-Danderkah,
Sonwar-Panthachowk,  SMHS
SKIMS, Qamerwari, Malipora,
Rambagh-  Natipora, Church-
lane, BB cant, Tatoground,
Alochibagh-Batmaloo  Zamp-
kadal-Beming, Rajourikadal, in-
ner roads, widening of Botkadal
Bridge came up for discussion in
the meeting.

The Div Com asked officers
o comduct joint visits to thess
places and come up with a re-
port B0 know what exactly we
need to do.

Commissioner Srinagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation, Chief En-
gineer REB, Chief Engineer
KPDCL, 5SP Traffic, Regional
Transport Officer Kashmir, Of-
ficers from ERA, SDA, IC&MA,
CEP etc were present in the
meeting.

Pahalgam, Gulmarg
Abuzz With Activities
On New Year Eve

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The week long Pa-
halgam Winter Carnival organ-
ised by the Tourism Department
concluded on Saturday with the
celebration of New Year.

The carnival saw 7 day long
performances from the field of
music, dance, dramas and ex-
hibition of winter games, street
foods among others,

Speaking on the pccasion,
Secretary  Tourism,  Sarmad
Hafeez said that more than 4.5
lakh tourists have visited Pahal-
gam. He said that Pahalgam is
fast emerging as a major winter
tourist destination. He said the
department is committed to put
Pahalgam and Sonamarg on the
tourist map for winter o 5

Director Tourism, Kas! .
LGN Itoo said on the occasion th1t

Anantmag MY Gorsi, DC Anant-
nag Dr Piyush Goyal and other
officers of Tourism Department
and district administration at
tended the Mew Year celebra
tions.

The lnghlight of the event was
the performance by Bollywood
singer  Rohanprit Singh  who
brought the crowd o its feet
with his numbers, The event
also saw participation by local
cultural groups among others,

On the occasion, Secrefary
Tourism also released Digital Cal
endar of Tourism Department.

Prior to this, the department
had organised weeklong musi-
cal evenings which saw par-
ticipation of locals and tounists.
Locals and tourists alike lauded
the department and district ad-
mimistration for their promaotion
and puhllnry of Pahalgam as a

the d has org:

Winter Carnival to showrase rhe
scenic beauty of Pahalgam. He
safd such events are nof only
important o hoost foorism but
also promote Pabalgam as a
major filim shooting destination
and he hoped that film industry
visits Pahalgam and Gulmarg for
shoolings.

The New Year day celebra-
tions took place at Pahalgam
club and saw a massive particl
pation by tourists and locals.

Among others, DDC Chairman

winter d

Similar activities were held
at the ski resort of Gulmarg
where local artists and singers
displayed their talent and en-
thralled the audience. A good
number of stalls depicting Kash-
miri culture and heritage were
stalled at the event. The tour-
ists who looked 1o be very hap-
py after the function said that
they had come to celebrate the
ast days of 2021 and initial days
of 2022 in the beautiful valley of
Kashmir,

SKUAST Felicitates
Outstanding
Students, Teachers

Dbserver News Service

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-Kashmir Lini-
versity of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology of Kashmir on
Saturday held an event on New
Year's Day o felicitate the out
standing  students,  scientists
and teachers of the university
for their contribution in various
fickls of scientific innovations,
reaching, research, agricultural
education and extension.

The students and others were
presented with mementoes and
certificates for their outstand
ing individual and team efforts
ar a felicitation ceremany held
ar the university main campus
Shalimar, a varsity spokesper
son saud.

He said Prof Mazir Ahamd Ga-
mai, who was recently appoint-
ed as the new Vice Chancellor
of SKUAST-K presided over the
felicitation ceremony. Ganal, he
said, perscnally went to greet
all the students, scientists and
other administrative staff in-
dividually and presented them
flowers.

According to the spokesper-
son, student inmovators, JRF
qualifiers and achievers were
particularky felicitated with o-
tations. He said tat the highest
number of students, more than
20, from SKUIAST-K qualified JRF
in 2021,

“Similarly, SEUAST-K has been
able to get the highest num-
lrer of BIRAC grants from Col's
Department of Blotechnology,
whio were also felicitated at the
event” the SKUAST spokesper-
son said
“Similarly, scientists who have
developed the best technologies
and released new crop varieties,
best teachers, NAHEP team, he-
sides administrative seaff from

various directorates

faculties,
and other supporting wings of
the university were felicitated.”
he added,

While addressing the stu-
dents and staff, the spokes

persen said that Prof Canai,
stated SKUAST-K would work
towards becoming the first
innovation-led farm  univer-
sity of the country. He said
the university is working on
4 mechanism for outcome-
based implementation of NEP
2020 at the earliest,

“SKUAST-K being an agricul
ture university has & tremen-
dous role in the economy and
welfare of the people of Jammu
and  Kashmir, given majority
of people in the UT depend on
farming for their livelibood,” he
said, adding, “What we do here
has a direct hearing on the qual-
ity of life of the people of [&K”
he said

Praising the efforts of the
teachers and scientists of the
university, the Vice Chanceflor
said the university has made
remendous  progress in Che
past few years as reflected by
getting the rank of Gth best
agriculiural at the  all-India
level and being categorised as
“band-Excellent” in the Atal In-
novation ranking. However, he
said there is the need o work
on the grey areas for achiewv
ing various targets which have
been ser locally as well as at
the country level, besides keep-
Ing the momentum for various
competitions going.

Earlier, SKUAST-K's [brector
Research, Prof Sarfaraz Ahamd,
welcomed the participants and
gave an overview of the pro-
gramme. Dean Extension Prof
Dil - Mohammad  Mukhdoomi
presented the vote of thanks.
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TwitterTatks W

“Last year | wrote about how muslim women's pictures were
auctioned online where women felt haunted and humiliated.
Today, after ayear sesing my own picture in another trend
#bullideals, besides other muslim womens', makes me feel
utmost disgusting. | feel bad not weak. | amnot someane
who'd besllenced by such cheap tactics and I'll keep ralsing
suchissues again and again. In complete solidarfty with all
those womenwho are targetted yet again, You are strong!”

@ainulrhbr

“Let's be real. COVID can't read a calendar. Nothing magi-
cal will happen in 2022 unless we get our act togather™

{@FaheemYounis

“This happened on the convent road today and people
often complain of rash driving on this road . You will
mostly see people taking a walk on this road and this
could have resulted in a tragedy also . This stretch des-
perately needs a speed breaker.

@SSPTFCSGR™ @rinasirkashmir

3D Of Schools

ammu Kashmir Teachers Forum has urged the state government
to rationalize the fee structure of private schools. Alleging a re-
puted private school had charged a denation of Rs 80,000 for ad-
mission of a student while ssuing a recefpt for Rs 25,000 perhaps
o evade income fax & well a5 public criticism it voiced concern
over several leading privage schools fleecing parents on one count
ar other, The JKTF chairman, whe also heads a faction of the Employees
Joint Actson Committee, described these schools as “money mints”

Pleading for making such institutions answerable to parents, and on
a broader level, the entire society, he alleged their salary strscture oo
did not match the qualification of their stafll It is an open secret mary
such schools have, over the years, become armogant in their dispasition
towards the sensibilities of local penple whao have got their wards en-
olled with them, One is reminded of the hisorical contribution they
have made to pramote literacy in Kashmir and the local communities do
acknowledge that with a sense of gratitude, Bus, there <an be no demying
that their misssonary spart has been overtaken by an un-satiated urge
for profit-making. By charging “donations® for admissions, such schooks:
have comverted an otherwise noble mission intoa highly lucrative com-
mercial activity, Worse, the modus operandi of such transaction betrays
2 bigger fraud which would call for copnizance at the begal level as weil.

Curiously, it is a hard reality that in spite of their alleged drawbacks,
many of the neo-rich lamilies have become crazy about these schooks
and have them as the first preference for their wartds. The parents
would not mind waiting catside such “prestigious” schoals whole night
o procure an-admissien form. In spite of their "popularity” the need
for making them accountable before the parents and the government
cannot be over-stated. They have to realize that they cannot operate
in a vacuum and, sooner of later, have to tune their functioning to the
expectation of parents. They need to respond positvely to the growing
clamor for rationalizing their fee structure, Gbvioushy, 3 vast majority of
the parents can ill afford cougling up a hefty donation of Rs 80,000 te
secure admission for their children. After all, the tition fee charged by
the reputed schools is no mean even while they levy additional charges
an ather counts like poor fund, building fund and the Kike, On the cther
hand, Srinagar city and ali the major towns across the valley have, over
decades, witnessed a mushroom growth of private schools, because
FovErnment-run schools, in spite of heavy investment for improvement
of their infrastructure in terms of staff and equipment, continee o be
the Bast chobce with most parents, But they fall under a totally different
category. In most cases, their existence is determined by the needs of a
particular area or locality. Although, the government invests hundreds
af crores of rupees on school buildings and providing sufficent where-
withal, including handsomely paid trained teachers, to impart quality
education, their teaching quality continues to be worrying. Year after
year, their poor results draw flak, That children of government teachers
are enrafled with private schools is common knowledge.

Onits own admission, net long age, the government had voiced concem
aver the falling standards of education in its schoals. Taking “a serious
view" of poar results of its schoals, the department hadl decided to “pun-
ish™ non-performing teachers. In certain cases, even premature retise-
ment of “defaulters” had been ordered while some of the “delinguent”
teachers were shifted out or their annual increments withheld. However,
hese Suingent nieasures have failed to bring about any perceptible im-

in the e of @ schools,
higher levels. Whe can demy that thc enrafiment in gavemment schools
hae seldom :mpmd? In several schools, particulary in the eity, the
number of snadents is far less than that of feachers posted there,

Rampant trade unionism and truancy, lack of supervision and important-
u( the Falling standards of teaching, are some. urthe factors that have con-

il b nhibit fmgs In um schiaals.
And, it is this ‘paradox’ that provides the rlnnmle for mushmoming of
private schoals. Nevertheless, they have to be seen fram 2 mydﬂem
‘prism. Unlike thesr leacders-in-business, they face some inherent handicaps
in terms of resources and manpowes. Despite shortage of resources, they
hawe Io survive a competition among themselves which, more often Chan
nol, compels therm to keep the fee stracture low, tat too, without compro-
mise on the quality of educarion they impart. In numendus cases, they have
10 raise bank loans to run their institutions more o because they can ill-
afford to hike fee, Thes2 schools contribute a great deal in maintaiming high
standard of education in face of all these odds, Admitredly, these schook
are unable to affer salaries to the teachers commensurate with their quali-
fication. In view of the significant contribution these schunls make i in me
werall educati to, th fficient reason.

tives to therm on the lings of varkous other sectars.

This article is an editorial from KO Archives
and was originally published on 16th October 2017

Delimitation And The
Politics Of Proposals

The Factor That Makes A Protest For Reversal Of The
Commission's Proposals Very Unlikely Is The Long-Standing
Separatist Versus Pro-India Binary In The Valley

Tdw

RIYAZ WANI

s was expected all along,

the Delimitation  Com-

mission has given six out

of seven new seais o the

ammu division and only
one to Kashmir Valley. It was in-
tended to create an electoral parity
between the two divisions, lgnoring
that the Kashmir Valley has sixteen
lakh mare residents than Jammu.
The commussion will now redraw the
boundaries of the newly formed con-
sfituendcies by March next year. The
Assembly seats in JRK now amount
o 90, up fram 83, Jammu’s number
increased from 37 to 43, and the Val-
ley's from 46 to 47,

The BJP has thus sought to redraw
the political map of |&K by trying o
empower Hindu majority Jammu rel-
ative to Muslim majority Kashmir A
narrowed difference of just four seats
would dilute the hitherto political
centrality of the Valley and transfer
power both politically and psycho-
logically to Jammu division. In the
new scheme of things, the minorities
in J&EK would have disproportionately
miore political heft than the majority.

But this analysis is too obvious to
require any elaboration. So, there
have already been soime politcal re
percussions. The major political par.
ties in J&K like National Conference,
the PDF the Peaples Conference or
for that matter even the Apni Party
have termed the delimitation pro-
posal as “unacceptable”. People in

DELIMITATION COMMISSION rnembers speak to the rnedla in }arnmu on Fﬂda\r (ANi Phuln)

=

DELIMITATIONEUIO!
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Delimitation

New Delhi

IF AT ALL, THERE IS APOSSIBILITYOF ASTIRIN

Kashmir, it could only be an ‘integrated protest, where separatism

will meld with demands for restoration of Article 370 and reversal
of the Commission’s recommendations, something that no
establishment party would be willing to hazard and the separatists are

in no position to spearhead

the Valley, as has been the case over
the last two years, are either pas-
sively monitoring the state of affairs
or have resigned to their fate. It is
difficult to predict what shape their
response will take in the near ton
dium future. Bul given the prey,
ing zero tolerance for any expres-
sion of dissent in Kashmir, no matter
how peaceful, it is unlikely that the
pecple would hit the streets - that
is, unless some incidental extracrdi

nary provocation triggers a sponta-
Neous oulpouring.

That said, it would be really inter-
esting to see how the response of the
establishment parties o the situa-
tion would evolve. Rejecting the new
delimitation proposal is little more
than a rehearsed, ritual response.
And from the looks of it, they seem
inclined to sit on their hands from
'hslsqn And which seems an un-

dable response o
the centre has disproportionately
raised the cost for any bid on their
part to mobilize people against the
delimitation proposals. ln no time,
they could he packed off to jail and
the cases instituted against them for
their real or imagined crimes or the

alleged cases of corruption

%o, some leaders have once again
sought refuge in litigating the case
in the Supreme Court despite the
fact that the Delimitation Commis-
sion’s orders can't be challenged in
the courl. Former union minister
Saif-u-Din S0z has in a statement
said that "the recommendation of
the Delimitation Commission could
be enough to convince the judiciary
to accept™ them, “The Court's advice
to the people of Kashmir, he added,
could be to rest content with the
recommendations of the Commis-
sion. But Soz has said this in his in-
dividual capacity as he is no longer
actively invelved in politics.

But the leaders in active politics
have steered clear of threatening or
calling for a political course of action
for madification of the Commission's
recommendations in favor of Kash-
mir. Other than putting the ball in
an imaginary court. the leaders seem
to have nothing on their sleeve other
than the “rejection” of the proposal
as if that would change anything.

But then is there anything they
could do realistically 1o force Mew
Delhi to terms? The answer [o this is

mote complex than it appears. One,
of course, is the readiness on the
part of the leaders (o pay the inevi-
rable cost for mohilizing a public re-
sistance to the recommendations of
the Commission, This seems appar-
ently absent. There are reasons for
this: More a polifical party tries m
play to the sentiment in Kashmir, the
mote it is read as an unwelcome drift
towards separatism in New Delhi.
And as a corollary, the more a party
plays 1o New Delhi's expectations,
the more is it inferred as a political
compromise in Kashmir. $o, it should
be no surprise if some Kashmiri
mainstream  politicians falk about
autonomy and seff rule in Kashmir,
governance in Jammu division and
rail against Pakistan in New Delhi.
But now the regime in Mew Delhi
would have none of iUt wants the
politics o turn lierally pro-India,
devoid of its nuance, complexity and
complications, And some Kashmiri
leaders have grudgingly kowtowed
to the expectation and the others
have been more or less restrained
in what they say, while struggling to
stay true to their old politics,

Another thing that makes a pro
test for reversal of the Commission's
proposals very unlikely is the long-
standing separatism versus pro-lidia
binary in the Vall The ongoing
struggle in Kashmir that has so far
claimed over 70,000 lives is funda-
mentally separatist in nature. That
is why over the past thirty years all
public stirs in Kashmir have invari
ably been anti-Mew Delhi in nature,
Even the protests over as civic an
1ssue as power putages have often
culminated into anti-New Delhi slo-
ganeering. 50, a sLi e pattern of
anfi-CAA pridests that only seeks re-
wversal of the revocation of Article 370
and that of the Delimitation Com-
mission’s recommendations 5 just
not passible in the Valley. Kashmir is
still far from coming to a point where
the protesters are willing ™ wave a
tricelor as part of their protest, 1So, if
at all, there is a possibility of a stir, it
could only be an “integrated protest,’
where separatism will meld with de-
mands for restoration of Article 370
and reversal of the Commission’s rec-
ommendations, something that no
establishment party would be willing
o hazard and the separatists are not
in a position to spearhead.

Views expressed (n the article are
the author's awn and do nof neces-
sarily rapresent the editorial stance

of Kashmir Observer

The authar is the Polllical Editor
of Kashmir Obsarver

Old Neighbors, New Year

€. Raja Mohan

is year had begun with an unex-
pected positive tum in India’s re-
lations with Pakistan — a ceasefire
agreement in February. But it did
not take long for those hopes m be
dashed. Could 2022 be any different?

Optimists cheer the fact that the ceasefire
has endured despite the absence of a formal
dizlogue and hope that the new year will
turn out to be more propitious for dialogue
than 2021. Pessimists insist Pakistan's India
policy & immune to any positive change,
Idealists would want tndia and Pakistan o
mark the 75th anniversary of Independence
and Partition by making a fresh bid for du-
rable peace in the subcentinent, Cynics will
pour cold water on such visions by saying
India and Pakistan are condemned to at
least 3 “hundred-year war™ in the subcon-
tinent. Realists, however, say change is the
eternal law of the world — for India, and
Pakistan, tod, the question is nol “whether™
they will change their approach owards
each ather, but “when”. Significant changes
are occurming in both countries and in the
larger regional and international emviron-
ment. These are bound to have some impact
on India-Pakistan relations that have been
frozen stiff for long,

Six years ago this week, when Narendra
Modi landed on short notice in Lahore, he
visited Mawaz Sharif at his residence at
Raiwind. It was Christmas Day and Nawaz
Sharil was celebrating a fanuly wedding as
well as his birthday. The PM's bold move
raised expectations for a new chapter
in India-Pakistan relations, It followed a
meeting hetween the two leaders in Ufa,

ASERIES OF DEVELOPMENTS IN EARLY 2019 —the

Pulwama terror attack, the Indian air force raid on Balakot in

Pakistan and Delhi's constitutional changes on Kashmir — produced
a new dynamic for India-Pakistan relations,

Russia, on the margins of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation in July 2015. Modi
and Sharif agreed on a few concrete steps
o initiate a new diglogue.

Earlier, Sharif had come to Delhi to attend
Modi's swearing-in as India's prime minis-
ter in May 2014, Sharif's decision did not
please Rawalpindi. Delhi saw the invita-

i, Modi followed through with the Indi-
am armmy's surglcal strike on terror camps in
Pakistan, As a fresh chill enveloped relations
with India, the deep state became even
more hostile to Sharif, who called for a re-
think of Pakistan's support for terror groups
and recasting relations with the neighbours,
He was vilified as "Maodi ka yaar™ and the

non asa pnlmcai gesture nfgmdwﬂl o its
Asian and a
to pu: the neighbourhood I'|rsi in India’s
forelgn policy. But the military establish-
ment saw it as Modi's “imperiat call” to
the Delhi Durbar, Modi and Shanil, elected
writh strong popular mandates, seemed to
get along well and appeared eager to ad-
vanece the bilateral relationship. That Modi
and Sharil might short-cirouit the mililary
establishment inevitably produced a back-
fash within the deep state,

Whether it was a reaction to Modi's La-
hore visit or not, a major terror attack took
place against an Indizn Air Force station in
Pathankat on New Year's day of 2016. In
an unprecedented step, Modi invited the
Faklstani incelligence agencies to joln thelr
Indian counterparts in investigating the in-
cident and finding the source, but there was
not much enthusiasm i purssng the e
rarists by Pakistan's security establishment,

‘Within a fewe months, there was a second
terror attack on the indian Army brigade
headquarters at Liri in Seprember 2016, This

CAMPAEN 1g.1mw Sharif continued until he
d by mid-2077,

imran Khan, -m became the prime min-
ister In 2018, presided over a rapid down-
turn in bilateral relations. Hugely popalar
atross the subcontinent during his cricket-
ing days, Imran boasted that he knew In-
dia better than anyone in Palistan, He was
confident aboul making a deal with Modi if
the Indian PM was re-elected in 2019, But
he seemned to have little understanding of
either the Indian position or the negatiat-
ing history between the two natians.

A serles of developments in early 2019 -
the Pulwama terror attack, the [ndian air
force raid on Balakot in Pakistan and Delhis
constitutional changes on Kashmer — pro-
duced a new dynamic for India-Pakistan
relations. An outraged Pakistan went on
an miemational campaign to compel India
o reverse the changes in Kashmir, but got
nerehere, fmran Khan himseff went berserk
with his personal vituperation against Modi,

But India and Fakistan surprised the
world in February this year by announcing

an agreement (o renew the 2003 ceasefime
that was abserved more in breach in recent
years. Although the agreement was for-
malised by the Directors General of Military
Operations in the two army headgquarters, it
was negntiated in the backchanned between
the Indian security establishment and the
Pakistan army beadership. Besades the cease-
fire, the two sides also agreed “to address
each other's core issues and concerns which
have the propensity o distur peace”.
India's escalating mifitary confrontation
with China provided enough reason Lo try
and stabilise the Pakistan frontier, But [ndia's
engagement with Pakistan would, of course,
be subject to |stamabad addressing Delhi's
O CONCEMS On CToss-Darder terrorism.
Islamabad’s own case for a eset was
anticulated by Pakistan's Army Chief Gen-
eral (amar Javed Bajwa. He underlined the
impartance of Pakistan meving away from
geopolitics (o geoeconomics that will revit-
alise the pation's economic development.
He argued that it is time for Incia and Paki-
stan “to bury the past and move forward”.
But he also insisted on the impartance of
India creating & “"conducive environment”®
in Kashmir for the engagement to succeed,

Views expressed in the arficle are the
author's own and do not necessarily
represant the editoral stance of Kash-
mir Observer. The article was onginaly
published by The Indian Express

The author is direclor, institute of
South Asian Studies, National Uni-
versity of Singapore and a contrib-
uting editor on international affairs

for The Indian Express
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Plot Thi

ckens: Inside Bollywood’
ased Kashmir Lens

Year 2022 Iskicking Off A Spell Of Fresh Bollywood Flicks On Kashmir Living Up To Their
‘Scripted’ hype. But In A Bid To Be In The Limelight, Many Say, The Filmmakers Are Only
Making Clown Of Themselves By Showing The Distorted Picture.

resh from his yet another successiul cop
flick. the tnsel town's "Mr. 100 Crore”
filmmaker lately showed up in Kashmir.
RohitShetty's sudden arrival in the val-
lesy came days before his Singham movie
sequel was announced. This time, Ajay Devgn-star
movie would reportediy revolve around the strin-
gent policing in Kashmir during the Article 370
abrogation

Even as the director-on-recce furned down such
moviemaking motive, but the valley's cinematic
history makes it an obvious potbodler.

Before Shetty, a “Muee-eyed™ director who pro-
posed “Veg Wazwan™ was in the valley for his own
“nisgion Kashmir”. He's shooting the nightmarish
episode of nineties with a certain script.

Come next summer. many say, and his film will
be presenting an extreme version of VidoVinod
Chopra's Shikara

Interestingly, the reel script has dramatically
changed in the "Naya Kashmir". Just like the real
unfolding plot, there seems no check and balance
on the Kashmir content being fed to masses in the
name of entertainment. Even Raj Bhavan has been
rirelessly inviting Indian filmmakers to recreate the
bygone Bollywood romance in the restive region.

However, in the times of OTT platforms and anei-
hero epics, the valley is only witnessing a biased
lens projection.

The contemporary cinematic treatment of Kash-
mir is a huge departure from the rosy picture of
the UPA days. The ruling NDA, it seems, is even
trying to outdo its predecessors and political i
vals in the cinematic works as well,

What was rosy, ny reckon, has now become a
goryAnd not-surprising-anymore, it has its cheer-
tearding audience ton|

But amid the fascination for the fringe con-
tent, the good-old “paradise on earth™ fixation is
still there. Ask any newbie in the cine-world on
a work-tour in Vale, and they'll tell you:lf there's
any place on earth which will intoxicate you, al
lure your soul and entice the artist inside of you,
then it has to be Kashmir,

As a eulogy as well as an elegy, Kashmir recites
pain and oy, blood and beauty,
fall and autumn, The valley is devotion, so they
say, 4 pious enchanted piery which wall ffice
your hungry seul with the shimmering wategfalls,
beautiful shikaras in the lakes. the deodar and
Chinar trees and the great Himal 5,

Kashmir is so captivating that even if an outsider
hasn't been here ever,s/he will still fall in love via
stories and movies, unknowingly or knowingly.
That's how Kashmir is—an art which cannot be
confined in any form?

Mo wonder then, it has always intrigued Bolly-
wood filmmakers to serve a slice of mesmerizing
mountains in every art of theirs.

The offi imance between an artist and Kash-
mir started during the '60s when director Shakti
Samanla directed "Kashmir Ki Kali* which was one
of the highest-grossing films that year,

After that, the discovery of paradise started,
Most of the romantic movies during the decade
were shot in the valley, The picturesque place be
came the romance hub for Indian directars.

During the '90s, Bollywood started perceiving

Kashmir as a war-zone. From the flowing wind of
romance, Bollywood directors successfully estaly
lished Kashmir as ground zero in the public per
ception,

From a place which atiracted tourists, it had
become a place people feared. Kashmir grabbed
atrention like never before. The place which was
paradise had now become a bane:

Eventually, the table mok a turn and during
he late 19905 and early 20008, Bollywood got
stormed by various artistic divectors and writers
who wanted to portray Kashmir's landscape, cul-
ture, tribes, hospitality and warmth o contribute
o this gorgeous, begoiling and divine place.

One such director and writer wasimtiaz Ali, who
while shoming Highway in himir managed to
Interact with stedents in Kashmir University.

“Kashmir is regarded as special in the country..
It is like the jewel of the country... But it is repre-
sented very little and | do share your sentiment
that it has not been completely and accurately
ibed. There have been films on Kashmir, but
5 mueh more than what has been shown,”
Ali said during an interactive session organized by
Media Department of Kashmir University.

Through his movies like Highway and Rock-
star—where the protagonist moves to Kashmir
and parts near to the Himalayas o find peace, Ali
successfully established the connection of view-
ers with the region's inner beauty, He also broke
the stigma of beauty by saying, 'But you have to
understand when they say that Kashmir is heaven
on earth, they probably don't say it because of its
scenery, they probably mean the people. Because
it’s always the people that make the place,

During that media interaction, Alience
rhe Kashmiri youngsters to become storytellers
and enlighten the world with the essence of the
real Kashmir.

Since that interaction, Kashmir has witmessed

Back in the war-riddlen Sixties when Pakistan ir-
regulars had reached as far as in capital Srinagar en
the Operation Gibraltar, filmmakers had started ex-
ploring the gecsraphical locations for their subject of
lime It was during this exploration that Kastimir be-

MNone of them tried to show the reality of the land,
Bollywood filmmakers could not see anything
beyond the snow-capped mountains and verdant
valleys of Kashmir.
Period of Dystopia

The post-1989 films changed the image of Kash-
miir for Bollywood, media houses, potential sight-
seers and the dwellers of Kashimir,

There was an abrupt change when the insurgen-
cy started. A new type of storytelling took place
which was going to change the entire perspective
of Kashmir. The region was now either brewing
for militancy and militants, or getting sympathies
for same in the cinemas. The art of cinema became
more of political turmoil,

Mani Ratnam's 1992 movie, Roja, came in this
backdrop and changed the game of flmmakers.

Originally a Taril movie,Rojawas a political dra-
tiia wiich showcased violence in Kashmir for te
very first time after the armed conflict. This movie
apened the gate oomany more directors and writ-
ers to fester the wound of Kashmir.

Loosely based on the real-life kidnapping-drama
of Indian Oil executive director, K Doraiswamy,the
mavie depicted a story of a Hindu female protago-
nist fram small-town Tamil Nadufighting against
all odids to rescue her hushand.

Roja paved way tothe movies like Mission Kash-
mir, Yahaan, Fanna, etc.

But these political dramas were denounced by
the patives caught in the throes of pelitical ten-

came a symbol of love and romance for Bollywood.,
The beautiful scenic valleys and pasture-laden

BEFORE SHETTY, A “BLUE-EYED” DIRECTOR WHO
proposed “Veg Wazwan" was in the valley for his own “Mission Kashmir",
He's shooting the nightmarish episode of nineties with a certain script.

a creative boom with new-age Kashmiris telling
stories of their strife-ridden homeland in a very
objective and dispassionate manner,

But despite being vocal about it very little of

Kashmir's culture and tradition has been shown in
the movies. It's either a paradise or political bat
tlefield in the lens of Bollywood, There're hardly
amy humans with dreams and life.
Period of Utopia
Before the explosive political tensions made it
a dystopia for Indian moviemakers, Kashmir was
utapia for the film fraternity.

muountains of Kashmir canght the eve of the Bom-
bay showmen. A large number of films shot in the
valleyduring that period hardly spoke about the

culture, tradition, heritage o even music of Kash-
mir. The sole purpose of shooting in the mountains
was the beauty which went parallel and hands in
hand with all the romantic mavies of that rime.

The prominent films shot during that
time wasArzoo  (1963), Jab  JabPhoolKhile
[ 1965).Roti{ 1974), among others

These movies did show Shikara, Houseboats, tra
ditional dress, Pheran and a headscarf, but what
ook the backseat was the essence of the authen-
ticity of Kashmir.

The sole purpose was 10 poriray romance in an
ulmost beautiful way. Kashmir or Kashmiri cul-
ture was more or less shrunk to a scenic set,

Later, prominent director Yash Chopra continued
the tradition of enhancing the beauty of Kashmir
on camera through his movies, lkeKabhikKabhie
[1876), Moorie (1979) and Silsila (1981}, These
mawies made Kashmir a fantasyland forthe people
across India,

But these mavies weren't about Kashmir.Film-
makers were just borrowing  the bewitching
beauty of the valley to make their films appealing.

sions as the cinematic propaganda,

The overwhelming review remains that most of
these films were quite dishonest in their portrayal
of the political events in the valley.

And then came Haider

An Indian adaptation of William Shakespeare's
Hamlet, Haiderwith the star-studded cast unset-
ted many propagandists in the film industry with
its chugzpah cloul

It could show some realistic drama because of
the native scribe-script writer, Basharat Peer. One
can even find shades of Peer’s Curfewed Nights in
this ShahidKapoor star movie,

Successfully adapredHamlet's twists and tms
in the backdrop of the armed insurgency in the
Kashmir of the 1990s. Vishal Bhardwaj showed
the true essence of Kashmiris and Kashmir

The movie didn't fail o showcase the agony of
Kashmiris too beyond the political hotspor. The
mavie also raises the point which was majorly not
known to many Indians- Disappearance and Half-
widows.

But now, with the summer shift of 2019, the
filmmakers are apparently arriving to shootthe
scripted plot. Mo wonder many of these filmmak-
ers are openly—and quite brazenly—gquestioning

the ethnic practices while coming for the cin-
ematic projects.

S0, how do natives feel about it?
Kashmiris made subject of this
reel enterprise and most of themwillreply, quot
ing a line from the 1938 film,Gone with the Wind
“Frankly, my dear, | don't give a damn.”

-NasirBhat contribuled for this rapart
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‘Communlty and purpose. Being able to

contribute to community building helps form an

identity that isn't limited by familial or ancestral
identity and promotes diversity

Zoya Wazir | US News
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tivation for mest people around the world.
ia had the highest percentage of respan
family as their No. | motivator,
& of Australian respondents mentioning their fam-
|l_\'Dr children when deseribing what infuses meaning
into their life.
“Tthink family is very important in my [ife,” one
Gzyenr-old Australian woman said in response o
what f‘_‘\os ]1<‘| lifer n:mn:‘ =

i

gy life is unu(l. Family
sood.”
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seored in the top five
of respondents from the majority of the commtries sur
veved. Friends were also consistently high-scoring

he countries surveyed, disparities still exist m the
of th 1t d, di ties still exist in tl
showing how cultural differences unpoact what

In Taiwan, family ranked as the third most impor-
tant facet to a meaningful life behind society and ma-
terial well-being. Taiwan is the only count

lity of respondents report society
rveason for having motivation in life, with responses
citing everything from their specifie o
the isteand as a whole and reflectir
nal support and care.
e people are Teinwel,
s when serlous in

es of weaning in tl

¢ to have
s their top

rhibarhood 1o
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that 't limited by 1
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e with change

seriously as priovities. "

—especially m the UK. and 1.8, where frendships
came in as the No. 2 reason for having a meaningfl

Despite the disparities, the elear trend through
ont the data is that a resounding care for others keeps
people arcund the workd going throughout the pan-
demic, despite the fact that this past sunme
Pew study found that the pandemic has inereased so

“Copninnity s purpese. Being able to contrib
ute to commmnity h'lll[L]l]“ helps form an identity

foster unity as such a \u'||= 1= largely nondiscrimi
rith the change in na
1 leaders
du.mm ideals and start to take rouu\mmt\' and umty

nther

ar aneestral identity and
ar-old respondent from
sinbal pandemic shouid

. we will see |

Air Pollutants, Meteorological Variables
Influence Pollen Concentration: Study

Agencies

ir pollutants influ
ence pollen concen-
tration and different
types of pollens
have & uninue response to
weather conditions, show,
study by Indian scientists,
P||||(-IH rermain suspendsd
el foramn part of
hreathe, When
inhaled, they put a strain on
GUL UPPEr respilatory sys-

a

ten, and eatise w Jtluepm.i(l

mifestations like asthma,
seuscln:ll rhinitis, and bron-

irhorne polien varies in
character from place to place
due to diverse metearological
or envireimental conditions,
There is growing evidence
thai orne pollen pla
acrueial role in increasing
allergic diseases in the urban
envirmunent. As pollen,
climatic varisbles, and air
pollutants eoexist in nature.
thew have the potential to
interact with one another

and exacerhate their adverse
effects on buoman health,

In light of this, Prof
Ravindra Khaiwal from Post
Graduate Institute of Medi
cal Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh, alang
with Chairperson, Depart-
mient of Environment Stud-
ies, D Suman Mor and PiD
stholar Akshi Goyal, studied
the inflnence of metearalegy
and air pollutants on the air-

‘ A complex and obscure relationship of
airborne pollen was indicated with air
ol utants. The scientists plan to examine
ﬁ -term data sets to establish the trends
int

e relationship.

borne pallen of Chandiparh.
In the study, financially
suppiried by the Department
of Seience and Techuology,
amd one of the first in India
frving to nnderstand the

ivection, and ambient air
pollatants mainly, particalate
miatter and nitrogen oxide o

the airbornes pollen, & release
said,

The study, recently pulb-
Lished in Seience of the Total
Enviromment, sugpests that
each pollen type studied had
A unigue response to weather
conditions and air pollutonts,

The majority of pollen
types were reported in the
spring and autumnn flowering
period, Distinet peaks of air
borne pollen were observed
during favenrable weather
conditions, like moderate

temperature, low hmmidity,
and low precipitation, Tt was
ved that mn)du.ralo ten

eenee, naturation, pollen
velease, and dispersal. In
contrast, pollen prains were
eliminated from the atimo-

sphere during preciy
and high relative humidity,

A eoimnplex and chscnre
relationship of airborne
pollen was indicated with
alr pollutanis, The sclentists
plan to examine fong-teri
data sets to establish the
trends in the relationship.

Khaiwal highlizhied
that in teris of the elimatic
future, it is expected that
the urban environment will
sigmificantly impact plant
biological and phencllogical
AT,

“Therefore, the stiudy's
findings generate useful hy-
potheses that air pollutants -
fuence polles concentration
and be further explored
as the data set expands in the
future,” the release added.

The current study's find-
ings could help to improve
the inderstanding of com
plex interactions between
airborne pollen, air pollur-
ants, and climatic variables
Lo add in formulating soit
ahle mitigation policies and
minimisimg the burden of
pollinosis in the Indo-Gan-
getic Plain region - identified
o a hiotspot of air pollation,
specifieally during Detober
and November,

Poor Sleep Takes A Toll On Health Care
Workers’ Mental Condition, Finds Study

Agencles

In o recent study, researchers
h.:u studied the effect of the
Jdenm on health

anul the pr-ll'!lll illy domaging
comsequences of sleep distur-
hance on their mental health,

The study has been pub-
lished in the 'Tnternational
Journal of Environniental Re-
senreh and Public Healtl

The new stinly fonnd that
health care workers with poor
gleep were twice more likely
o pegrort symptoms of depres-
sion than their better-rested
colleazies and were 5 per cent
more likely to report psyehe-
logical distress and 70 per cent
more lilkely to report anxiety.

That constellation of trou-
bles conld worsen the overlap-
ping crises already envelop-
ing lih eare,

"Right now, a large per-
centage of health care work-
o their jobs
because of the stress, produc
ing a r.lum'r'r\ of I\mJth care
i * said the
lead 'mt‘lor Marwah
M, assistant profes-
ine at Cohuonbia
Jagelos College of

senething Abdaila
alopist at Columbia
sity Irving Medical
has w

Center,
nessed firsthand since
early 2040, As a physician-

she formed o team
to study health care workers'
reactions to stress, with a spe-
cial emphasis on the pandem-
ic's effects on sleep.

During  the pandemic's
first peak in New York i
she and her colleagues con-
dneted a series of surveys of
health eare workers'  slesp
habite  and  psychological

sefentist,

l'u icioms and Surgeo

"With fewer workers on
the job. the remniniug staff
must work more and longer
shifts, exacerbating  their
aleep problems and stress”
Abidalla added.

Tt's hardly news {hat
health care workers hove
been nnder immense stress
during the COVID pandesic,

viptoms. The group's first
paper, puhlished in August,
smnmarized the sleep datn,
showlng that over 70 per cent
of health care workers had
at least moderste insomnis
symptoms during the pan-
demics first peak, Though
that nmmber declined along:
side COVID case counts,
nearly four in 10 still suffered

from insomnia symploms 10
weelks Inter when the first CO
VID wave was over and work
schedules had retwned to
more norioal levels,

Poor sleep not only af
feots patient care — "We know
that lack of sleep degrades
the gquality of care for our
patients and can mncrense
medical ervors,” said Abdal
Ia -- hut alao may also triggper
aymptoms of depression and
anxiety,

T the second study, the
researchers found that health
care workers whe reported
poor sleep also reported high
er levels of stress, anxiety,
and depression than health
care workers who slept better.

Althongh - stress, anxiety,
s depression can Grise among
wellvested individusls, "sleep is
ssential to mental health and
there s o bidirectional relation
ship,” Abdalla said,
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Srinagar Craft Safari Continues
To Impress In Its Fourth idit_i_on_i_

Ohserver News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashimir Valley in gen-
ral and Srinagar i particular is the
richest place m terms of cultural
hertage as it has an everlasting
collection of arts and crafts, The
handeralled artifacts hold the pride
of being personal artistic expres-
sioms, symbals of heritage, identi
and sources of livelihond far the
artisans. On the: other hand, these
artifacts form a significant part tm
facilitate household chores, souve-
s, a source of beauty and a mark
of refined taste.

Taking it [0 the nexl kel the de-
partment of Handicrafts and Hand-
leom Kashmir Saturday confinued
the Craft Safan post recognition of
Stinagar in the UNESCO creative
city network in the field of Craft
and Folle At in its fourth edition,
This safari was uniquety blended
wiith the visits to artisans work-
places anid the aide nstitutions of
the craf.

The team of the officers from
the Handecralts and Handboom De-
partment, Intellectuals, Academic
Schobars,  [ouwmakists, Tour Op-
erators, Students and other fizkds,
snuggled in thelr warm winter
apparels gathered and started the
new year and the craft safar from
the Pashming Testing and Quality
Controd Lab { FTQCC) at Bagh-e-Ali
Mardan Khan, Srinagar.

The FTOCEC has been mstrumen-
tal in certifying and labeling the
senuine handmade Pashmina viz
aviz Hand Spun and Hand Wiowven
Pashmina. Te derive economic ben-
efit from Gl registration, the Pash-
mina products are certified and
labeled with alpha numeric code
for the genuimeness and authenric-
ity of the handicraft product. The
testing, and labeling activines be-
ing carried ot al the centre have
shown an increase in growth dus-
g the last year due o the ngorous
advertisement for pure pashmina
campaign not only on the social
media handles of the deparment
hut also on the sign boards estab-
lished on all cormers of the cny as
wedl as on the International Airport
Srinagar

Braving the chill, the team pre-
ceeded fo the Indian Institute of Car-
pet Technology [ICT), Srinagar. The
TIET has been mandated to provide
technical support to regional Carpet
Inchestry through Himan Resounce
[evelopment Design Creation &
Development, Research & Devel-
opment and Technical Services &
Facilities to the Industry. The Instl-
tute has deveboped 2 unique Carpet
Design Software wherein the car-
pet designs are created, developed
and automatically converted into
Taleem Scripts and the design thus
crealid i preserved lorever.

This innovation has eased the
design vork enormously as it used
o take months together for a group
of persons. compiising of Nagash
(Designer), Taleem Writer and a
Taleem Cogyist to make a carpet
design of standaid size and transfer
the design drafted on graph paper
o the coded pattern known as
taleem in the local language. The

Nearly 5.89 Cr
ITRs For FY21
Filed Till Dec 31
Deadline

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHL Nearly 5.59
crore income L refurms for
the 2020-21 fiscal (ended
March 2021} have been filed
on the new e-filing portal
till December 31 deadline,
the I'T department said on
Saturday.

OF this, more than 46.11
Lakh ITRs were filed on the last
dlate or Decermber 31 aloae.

“Nearly 589 crore Incom:
Tax Returns {ITRS) hawe
been filed on the new e-fil-
ing portal of the Income Tax
Department as on 315t De
cember, 2021, the exrended
due date,” the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBOT) said
in a statement.

i cmmparison, 4% on janu-
ary 10, 2021, [the extended
due date for [TRs for AY 2020-
211, the total number of ITRs
filed was 5.95 core. As many
a5 3105 lakh 1TRs filed were
o the last day o lanuary 10,

021,

Institute has created a Design Bank
in the digital form for the campet
crafi, The digitization of handwrit-
ten Takeem papers of more than
350 traditional carpet designs have
been preserved in e soft form
which can be recreated as per the
prevalent markel requirements for
further development,

The team continued its 4th edi-
tion of the safan to the workplaces
of Shabir Ahmad Nagash, Sadiqg Ga-
nia. Mohd Anees and Mustafa Ah-
mnacl which run the units of Tracing,
Willow Wicker, Washing and Dye-
ing, respectively in the adpining
areas of Nowshera belt of Srinagar

In the tracing Unit of Shabir Ah-
mad MNagash, Mear Nalbal Bricge,
the team visualized how the dil-
ferent patterns are embossed on
the base fabric by specialized frac-
ers known as Nagash, with capved
blncks of walnur weed dipped in a
watery solutson of charcoal powder
mixed with a hinder. The oacing is
regartded as the initidl process of
embroidery works of Sozm, A and
likes of same,

Thee team in the willow wicker
il run by Sadlie Gania beheld that
the artisans use the delicate infer-
weaving of willow stems for maldng
aesthetic products which not only
Book beautiful but also have a real
utiliey. Gania is one of the rare arti-
sarns engaged in the cralt of Willow
wicker in Srinagar Downiown area,

The unit of Washing run by
Mohd Anees speaks voluminous
about the hard work they ane play-
ing in the washing of handicralts
products as they need delicacy
and cent percent concentration in
terms of maintaining the rexture
of the products without damaging
the same.

The safan was concluded by the
visiting feam o the Dyeng unit of
Mustala Alimad, The management
of dyeing and its colour combina-
tion plays an important rode in the
crafts sector and are regarded as
the turning point in fetching the
market and its game play.

The artisans are versatile and
varied. There is diversity found in
the shills that an artisan has been
carrying okd traditions 1 vanious
arts and crafis. Retaining the indig-
etioasness of the skills, the artists
have successfully refined them at
the same time, Thus, the artisans
are praised for presenting the fies-
ing of rend and tradition, with the
amalgamation of legacy and devel-
aing art forms,

The craft safar has been appreck-
ated not enly by the bocal inhabie-
ants but also the people associared
with the glamour world. The tour
operaiors haiting outside the U1
and have well established business
are showing inferest o be part of
these events and explore the crafts
of Kashmir in erder to fake them to
newer heights at ghobal level,

The department is going to pro-
gramme such murs routinely in
coming days o focus each craft of
the city under the hashtag banner
#UNESCOCraftCity  Seinagar. The
updates are availible on the de-
partmental sodial media handles &
dhetihkme.

ATM Service Charges
Increase, ToCostRs
21Per Transaction

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Automated Teller
Machines { ATMs) across hanks
increased service charges per
transaction from Saturday, fol-
lowing an order from the Re
serve Bank of India (RBI) and
customers will have 1o Rs |
moge beyond the peqmessible
free ransactions for o as
well as non-cash purposes,

As per the RBL notification
dated June 10, 2021, from Jane-
ary 1, 20322, banks have been
permitted to charge Rs 21, in-
seead of Bs 20 with applicable
taxes, if amy, shall be addition-
ally payable.

However, the customers dre
eligible for five free transac-
tions  (inclusive of financial
and non-financial  fransac-
tions] every month from their
nwn bank ATMs,

They are also eligible for free
ransaci [IDI'IS”ni’hI\lW of finan
cial and non-financial fransac-
tons) from other bank ATMs
iz thiee transacions in meto
centers and five ransactions in
NON-MELTD Cenlers,

The last change in inger-
change fee structure for ATM
[ransaclions  was in nqllgll"l
2012, while the charges payable
by customers were last revised
in August 2014,

The EBI has notified the
changes from January 1, 2022,
citing the increasing cost of

ATM deployment and expenses
towards ATM maintepance in-
curred by banks or white-Label
ATM operators.

Ashwani Rana, Founder of
Wodce of Banking said, "The in-
crease of service charges per
ATM transaction will be charged
from the customers beyond a
number of transactions permit-
el by the respective banks, Thes
increase is only Bs 1 plus Gonds
aml Services Tax (GST), which
15 very nominal [0 customers
ABANSL the mainenance chang-
5 pail by hanks as earlier they
were charging Rs 20."

Mipun Jain, Chief Executive
Officer. RapiPay Fintech clari-
fied, "Consumers withdrawing
cash using our Micro ATMs and
Aadhaar Enabled Payment Sys
tem (AEPS) will not be affected

with the recent BBl guideline
to increase ATM  transactions
chatges (applicable after the
customers  exhaust  the  free
maonthly limit)"

"We believe this will boost
the already growing demand for
cash withdrawal through AEPS
and Micro ATMs at our direct
business outlets and help us in
achieving cur goal of growing
financial inclusion in deeper
peographics and far-Muong areas
like Morth East, Kashmur, La-
dakh, and Uttrakhand. We have
sold over one lakh Micro ATMs
Since we began operations last
year, Our average ticket size
of withdrawal has climbed
from Rs 35001 1o Rs 3800, with
a CAGR growth of 25 per cent
in Micro ATMs in the last one
year,” Jain added.

3 Milk Processing Units To
Produce Toned Milk Fortified
With Vitamin A&D

Observer News Se

e

SRINAGAR: As part ol initialive
of Food Salety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI to
#ldress the issue of malnutri-
tion and ciber health related
Issues among the people, 3 milk
processing units including M)s
Zum Zum Milk. Products, B
Haleels Milk Products and i
Insha Dairy Limited, operating
froen 1GC, Lassipora Pulwama
have initiated the process for
fortification of milk with vi-
tamin A and [, with the assis-
tance of FESALand Fuod & Drugs
Administration, J&K,

In this regard. FDA in col-
laboration with FSSAI had con-
ducted a 3 day awareness cum
training programme for Food
Business Dperators engaged in
processing and  manufactur-
g of milk and oulk products
in Srinagar with regard to food
Totification.

Executive Director, F55A1 and
Cominissioner Food and Drugs
Administration hekl a4 series
of interactive sessions on food
fortification with various stake-
halders icluding on ground of-
ficers and officials of Food and
il Supplies & Consumer Af-
fairs, Social Wellare, School Fru-
catian andl Health Departments

besides Food Busmess Operators
engaged in manulacturing/pro-
cessing of milk and mille prod-
wcts, nee and wheat flour.

An onsite  mraining - pro-
gr B was als anized al
llmmu and K. Milk Pro-

ducer's Co-operative  Limited
(JEMPLL) Iocated at Chashm-e-
Shahi, Srinagar,
with PATH, an NGO associated
with FSSAI for awareness and
training of Food Business Op-
erators on food fortfication.
Muring  the
ramme, representatives of var-
s milk processing units wen:
given training about fortifica-
tion of milk with Vitamin A and
. Subseguent to the training,
a number of processing units
of district Pulwama decided 10
take part in the nation-wide
fornfication initiative of FSSAL
Commssioner  FDA,  wiule
elaborating about the initia-
tive, underscomed the need of
fortification of rice. wheat flour,
oil and milk with various imi-
cronutrients such as vitamin A
and [, vitamin B complex, iron
and iodine to address various
nealth related issues fike ane-
mia and malnutrition. He said
that the percentage of anaemia
5 very high among women and
children including children up

to the age of 5 years in India, as

Survey (NFHS-5} and sitwation
is no different in [&K. FSSAL

apart from fortification of rice,
oif and salt, has ady rolled
oul recommmendations Tor o

tification of skimmed milk,
double toned milk, toned milk
and standardized malk with 770
I of Vieamin & and 550 10 of
Vitamin D per litre of mille, he
added.

He said the fortification will
help provide 15-30 per cent of
rlm daily requirement for these
adding that milk forti-
0 is a safe and cost effec-
tive method for adding nueri-
ents to milk whech is consumed
by all people and its consump-
tion by children s reasonably
high. Vigamin A and D that are
added to milk, help to improve
Dbesdy's sty against infec-
tions, improve vision and bBelp
o make T bones stong, he
added,

He said that Food & Drugs Ad-
minsstration, J&K as well as F5-
SAL will provide all kind of nec.
essary assistance for successful
implementation of fortfication
of milk, tice, wheat flour, oil
with micro-nueErients as it s an
elfective medium of addressing
IHCPOnUCEEnt malnotrition.

2022: Economy Sets Sail With Growth Hopes;
Pandemic, Inflationary Headwinds Remain

J&K Bank’s Digital

Calenda; 2022 Unveiled

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: |&K- Bank Managing
Director & CEO Baldev Prakash
Safurday unwveiled the Bank's e-
Calendar - amokile application -
for the year 2022 here at Corpo-
rate Headguarters in presence of
Executive President Sunil Gupta,
Presidents, Vice Presidents and
other senior officials of the bank.
Zomal Heads and the stafl from
across the country also joined
the unveiling ceremony through
video-conferencing mode along
with the officials from respec-
tive Zones.

Wishing the Banks custom-
1% a happy néw year, M
Baldev Prakash saud
know, K Bank's radibonal
weall Calendar had forged a very
slrong emwolional connect with
the people of J&K. However,
believe people will like our e-
Calendar alsn and find it useful
for its wide range of additional
utilities. And | am ghad that the
app has been made available to
public on both the androwd amd
1638 platforms™, he added.

Urging rhe stall to make ac-
complisiient  of  unfinished
nisational goals as part of
their New Year resolutions, he
saidl, “0n the very first day of the
wear, bet us resolve to redouble
our fcus on iImproving our ous-
tomer services while making ef-
forts toaugment Bank’s income
stieams and effect maximum
TECOVETIES.”

“BEing just a quarler away
from the financial year results,
it is alsn about fime o move oult
of our offices and find new
enues of growth for the Bank's
business. It is a challenging rask
and requires out of box thinking

itles collective organisation-
adding, “Hence, it will
of my owin new year

resolution

Speaking on the occasion, the
Executive President Sunil Gupta
said, “Bank had to switch over
from wall-calendars to digital
calendars last year because of
the Covid-19 Pandemic and the
adwisories from central govern-
ment fal folfowed in its wake.”
in his welcome ad-
dress, President Business Sup-
port Division Ashutosh  Sarin
captured the significance  of
app-based calendar. He said.
“While devising the digital cal-
endar for the year 2022, utility
of our traditional wall calendar
has been kept in view by incor-
poating various features thar
are very useful for our custom-
ers besides other users, Qur
custamers can use the app a5 a
comprehensive planner.” Mean-
while, the uniqueness of the
app lies in its curation and de
sign which has fashioned it as
an effective marketang tool with
twelve  auto-scrollable  ban-
ners displaying Bank's varions
products clicking on which will
tedirect the customers to the
respective products of the bank,

A paveer-point - presentation
was also made on the occasion
thar caprured the features and
functions of the app-hased e-
Calendar - 2022,

The e-Calendar has been cus
tevmized with holiday 3505 of fve
ZONes across the country- jam-
o and Kashmr, Ladakh, Delli,
Karnataka and Mumbai -
the peaple having user-Tr
aption o choose and oggle be-
tween any of these variants ac-
cording to their requirement,

Screen Protection Solution for
Coronavirus Launched in Kashmir

Ohserver News Service

SRINAGAR: Flash Solutions, a Hy-
derabal-hased firm, has Launched
SCTREN rolection
product Flash
gard in Kashmir
il an olyjectve
o saleguard elec-
tronic  devices
from all kinds g
of risks inchud-
ing prevention of
Cogonavirs.
“With the
launch of this
product in Kashmir last week,
Customers have an option to
use elecmonic gadgets safely”
Khalid Nazir, Zonal Distributor
ICas] saud
"We  have distributed  the
product to vanous  reputed
siwes and the response has
been amazing” Khalid added.
“Display protection for each side
of the smartphone costs 130 ru-
pees, a customer can op for one
or hath sides. We offer a wide
range of designs in this regard.”
The comnpany claims o offes a
diverse range of anti-microbial
films which help in the preven-
tion of coronavieus and other
bacteria, The product range also

includes canvas for back-panels
and anti-bacterzal sprays.

The company says they use
an onsite technalogy for protec-

tion of all gadgers. Apart from
display protection, they offer
te change ihe look of smarm
phones, tablets, laptops and a
wide range of decorative films
with over 7000 designs.
“Flashizard was founded with
the goal of providing sman-
phone psers with on demand
screen protection films that pre-
vent the screens from breakage
and protection from various vi-
ruses and bacteria.” said Venkat
Raa, Founder of Flash Solutions,
“We are looking forward oex-
panding our services by March
2022, And by June 2022, the
company is planning to Lunch
International operations.”

Atul Kumar Goel
To Be MD And
CEO OfPNB

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHE After navigating
the et b pandemic waves,
e recovering Indian econcmy
is now sailing through unchar-
tered waters of rising coronavi-
rus cases, spiralling conuned-
ity prices and spiking Inflation
though the lighthouse of sus-
rainaide grovwh remains visible,
AS 2022 Degins, a vaft of de-
velopments, ranging from Bud-
gelary announcements o con-
ritwation of sfmulus measures
o monetary palicy, will ST the
tome for the domestic economy,
which is projected (o grow
mare than 9 per cent in the cur
rent fiscal ending March 2022
The country's  continuing
massive vaccnation drive and
‘precaution’ doses starting for
select categories ol people this
manth will provide a firewall
Against any steep spike in coro-
navirus cases amid the emer-
gence of the Cmicron variant,
Experts opined that the econ-
oy is expected o see 3 stromg
recovery in the coming months

andl even going past the pre-Co-
WVID levels unless the pandemic
plays spoilsport.

In the 2021 April-June quar-
ter, the eronomy recorded a
whopping 20.1 per cent growth
but then it came mainly on the
back of the base effect as GDP
contracted 24.4 per cent in the
year-ago period,

Meverthieless, an B4 per cent
wowth in e second quarter
[Juby-September]  was  move
meaninglul 45 it indicated sws-
tained recovery.

The Ccountry’s expores have

picked up in recent months,
which is also an indicator of
substantial  recovery in the
SCONDITY.

Industry hody Fieoi President
Saryjiv Mehta said that a likely
growth of over nine per cent in
the current fiscal ending March
2022 was good bul more -
porrant would be o "achieve a
sustained growth of eight per
centover a long period of tine”,

A sustained growth is needed
for accelerating job creation,
remaving poverty and bringing

i prospesity in the roral amd
serni-urban dreas.

Firch said ir expects the ser-
vices sector to show a strong
veading amid the lifting of most
FESIriCTions,

"W have cutour Fy22 (finan-
cial year ending March 2022]
GDP growth forecast, o 84
per cent [-01% pp). GDP growth
monwentum  should  peak in
FY23, at 10.3 per cent (=02 pp),
boosted by a consumer-ked re-
covery and the easing of supply
disyuptions,” the global rating
agency said

A dovish monetary policy by
the Reserve Bank of India {RBi]

T
Ehe
has also plaed a key part in
stimulating the overall eeonomic
activities. With ghobal inflation-
ary trends slightly on the upward
trajectory, how long the RBI will
continue with its relatively loose
monetary policy will be closely
watched by the markets,

The Reserve Bank has kept
thee benchmark lending rates or
repo rates undchanged since My
2020, Among others, the kow-
interest rates have provided a
much-needed boost to the real
estate and other sectors of the
ECONOMY,.

“India’s real GDP bounced
back strongly in 02:2021-22,

hitting a growth of 8.4 per cent
over a favourable base and ex-

ceeding the Reserve Bank's esti-
mates of 7.9 per cent. The GDP
leve ‘.lII|J.Ith'[|||k ol 2:201%-

20 by 0.3 per cent," according to
an assessnent by the REL

The recovery i aggregate
demand remained broad-based
in the Govermment Final Con
sumption Expenditure |GFCE],
Cross Fixed Capital Formation
{GFCF) and exports, it said,

The central bank noted that
Private Final Consumption Ex-
penditure [PRCE] o posted an
uptick on 4 year-on-year basis
due o a faster resumption of
contact-intensive services and
restoration of consumer confi-
dence. India's exports confin-
wisdl 0 regiSter an N pressive fe-
COVErY, emerging as a key driver
of the higher growh rajeciory,
the RELSaid.

With  uncermainties  galore,
the Union Budget in February as
well as the government's fiscal
approach and ambitious  asset
manetisation plans will chart the
future course of reforms path,

Agencies

NEW  DELHI:
Arul Kut
Goel will be
the mew MD
amwl  CEQ  of
Punjah Matlon-
al Bank (PNE)
replacing . 55,
Marlmuuna Rao effective [:om Febiu-
ary 1, 2022, PNB said on Saturday.

Goel joined PNB on Saturday as OTicer
on Special Duty (05S0] and will take over
the role of MO and CED effective Febru-
ary 1. Before joining PNB. Goel was MD
and CEOQ of UCO Bank,

“As approved by the Appointments
Committer of the Cabiner [ACC
who was fill now the MD and CEC
L0 Bank, will serve as PNE chaef up to
the date of his attaining the age of su-
perannuation (e, 3L12.2024), or uniil
further orders, whichever is earkier”
PNB said in 4 statement.

Goel has around three decades of
professional  banking  experience in
three banks viz, Allahabad Bank { now
indian Bank), Union Bank of India and
Lico Bank.
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Minor Altercation
lives due to a stampede at
Mata Vaishno Devi Bhawan

Condolences to the bereaved fami-
lies, May the injured recover soon,”
Modi rweeted,

Senior officials present at the
scene said 12 people died in the
stampede and their bodies have
been taken to a hospital in the Katra
base camp for identification.

Fifteen injured were undergoing
Ireatment at the Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Superspeciality Hospital,
and the condition of two of them
was stated to be critical. Some
were discharged after first-aid. they
added.

Aditya Sharma, a pilgrim, said
there was a heavy rush of devotees
and some people who were sleep-
ing on the foor got crushed.

Eight of the deceased were iden-
tified as Arun Pratab Singh (30),
Dharam Veer Singh (35) Vineer
Kumar {38) and Shamta Singh (35)
of Uttar Pradesh, Vinay Kumar (24)
and Sonu Panday (24) of Delhi,
Mamta [38) of Haryana and Desraj
Kumar (26) of Rajouri district of
Jammu and Kashmir, the officials
said, adding the identities of the
rest are yet to be ascertained,

They said the shrine was open,
and as per last reports, devotees
were paying cheisance.

The Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) announced an ex graria
grant for the victims.

“An ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh each
from PMNRF would be given to the
next of kin of those who lost their
lives due to the stampede at Mata
Vaishno Devi Bhawan. The injured
would be given Rs 50,000 PM @
narendramoedi,” the PMO tweeted.

In a series of tweets, the ol-
fice of the jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor said, “Deeply
pained at the loss of lives due to
stampede at Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine. My condelences 1o
the families of the deceased &
prayers with the Injured.”

“Spoke to  Hon'ble Home
Mimister Shri Amit Shah Ji. Briefed
him about the incident. A high
level inquiry has been ordered
into today’s stampede, The Inquiry
Committee will be headed by
Principal Secretary (Home) with
ADGP, Jammu and Divisional
Commissioner, [ammiu as mem-
bers.” Sinha said.

“Spoke to  Hom'ble  Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi i,
Briefed him about the incident.
Homble Prime Minister has as-
sured all the help. Ex-gratia of Rs
10 lakh each would be given to
the next of kin of those who lost
their lives due to stampede and Rs
2 lakh to injured. Shrine board to
bear the cost of treatment of in-
Jured,” he added.

President Ram Math Kovind said
he was very distressed to know
about the stampede and offered
condolences to the bereaved fami-
lies. "I wish speedy recovery fo
thase injured,” he said,

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said he was deeply pained by the
tragic accident.

“Deeply pained by the tragic ac-
cident at Mata Vaishno Devi tem-
ple. In this regard, 1 have spoken
to Lieutenant Governor of J&K Shri
Manaj Sinha. The administration is
working continuously to provide
treatment co the injured. | express
my condolences to the families of
those who last their lives in this
accident,” Shah tweeted in Hindi,

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said, “The stampede at Mata
Vaishno Devi temple is tragic, [ ex-
tend my condolences to the fami-
lies of the deceased.”

Union Minister Jirendra Singh
said he was headed to Katra to
take stock of the situation.

Political parties in Kashmir, in-
duding the National Conference
and the People’s Conference, ex-
pressed grief over the incident,

The PDP said such mismanage-
ment has been unheard of in re-
cent times. Our heartfelt condo-
lences go out to the families who
lost their loved ones & pray for
speedy recovery of the injured, it
said in a fweet,

Officials at the spat said the inci-
dent was triggered by a heavy rush
of devotees who came to pay their
obeisance to mark the beginning
of the MNew Year.

Devotees usually trek to the
hilltop shrine from the Katra base
camp, a distance of nearly 13
km, while some reach there by
helicopters,

Kashmir (]&K) Lt Gowvernor
Manaj Sinha in this regard,

"l express my deep condolences
to the bereaved families who have
lost their loved ones in the stam-
pede at Vaishno Devi Bhawan
complex,” he said,

Modi further said the central
government is in constant touch
with the &K administration and
full care is being taken for relief
work.

Atleast 12 people died and overa
dozen were injured in a stampede
at Mata Vaishno Dewi shrine trig-
gered by a heavy rush of devotees

in the early hours of Saturday,

Earlier in the day, Modi ap-
proved an ex-gratia from the
Prime Minister's National Relief
Fund {PMNRF) for the victims of
the stampede,

“An ex-gratia of Bs 2 lakh each
from PMNRF would be given to the
next of kin of those who lost their
lives due to the stampede at Mata
Vaishno Devi Bhawan, The injured
would be given Rs 50,000, the
Prime Minister's office tweeted.

The stampede occurred around
230 am near gate number throe
outside the sanctum sanctorum of
the shrine located atop the Trikuta
hills, about 50 km from Jammu.
(PT)

Panel To Submit

Sinha following the stampede at
the shrine atop the Trikuta hills in
Reasi district in the early hours of
Saturday that left 12 pilgrims dead
and over a dozen others (njured.

In an order issued this eve-
ning on behalf of the |&K govern-
ment, General  Administration
Department  Principal - Secretary
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi said the
high-level panel has been consti-
tuted to ascertain the reasons be-
hind the tragic incident,

The other two members of the
committee are Jammu Divisional
Commissioner Raghav Langer and
Additional Director General of
Police, |ammi, Mukesh Singh.

“The Committee shall examine
in detail the causes/reasons be-
hind the incident (stampede) and
point out the lapses and fix the
responsibility thereof the order
said.

It said the committee would
submit its report within a week’s
time to the government and also
suggest appropriate standard op-
erating procedures and measures
for preventing the recurrence of
such incidents in future, (FTI)
Only 35K Pilgrims

The board said Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha, whe is also the
Chairman of the Board, was in-
formed about the stampede at 3
am and he has been continuously
monitoring  the situation since
then.

National Green Tribumnal
has capped the normal capac-
ity of Yarra per day to S0000.
Pertinently, keeping in view the
COVID-19 Pandemic, 35000 pil-
arims were allowed to proceed for
vyatra on 31st December 2021 and
for 1st Jan. 2022, SMVDSE said in
a detailed statement on the tragic
incident.

It said around 2:15 am on
January 1, the stampede happened
near Gate Mo three at Shri Mata
Waishno Devi Bhawan.

The unfortunate incident, due
e a scuffie between two groups of

ilgrims, resulted in the stampede.
n this ill-fared incident, a total of
12 pilgrims lost their lives and 16
others were injured,” it said.

The statement said the Board
as well as the Keasi District
Administration promptly shifted
the injured pilgrims  immedi-
ately to Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Marayana Superspeciality Hospital,
Kakryal, after providing first aid at
Medical Linit Bhawa.

The bodies of the deceased,
which include 10 men and two
women pilgrims, were shifted to
the Community Health Centre
Katra for idenrification and further
legal formalities, the statemnent
said.

Of the 12 deceased pilgrims,
two have been shifted by Air and
nine by Road to their native des-
tinations by the Shrine Board
Administration  with the assis-
tance of UT Administration. The
lone lefi-out dead body will be
shifted tomorrow morning by Air
fraom GMC, Jammu, the SMVDSRE
said,

Amoengst the injured, who were
hospitalised at Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Narayana Hospital, Kakryal,
nine have been discharged, where-
as seven pilgrims are still under
treatment there, it said.

The board said the Lt Governor
has extended his condolences to
th aggrieved families and also
constituted an inquiry commit-
tee headed by Principal Secretary
(Home) to probe the incident,

The LG said he briefed Prime
Minister Narendra Maodi about the
incident,

“The Hon'ble Prime Minister has
assured all the help, Ex-gratia of
Rs.10 lakh each would be given to
the next of kin of those who lost
their lives due to stampede and Rs
2 lakh to injured, Shrine Board 1o
bear the cost of trearment of in-
jured, he was quoted as saying in
the statement.

Later, he also wvisited the
Marayana Superspecialty Hospital
to meet the injured,

“According to doctors, they are
stable & being monitored by se-
nior health staff. Directed Doctors
B senior admin officials to provide
the best possible care to the pa-
tients, Out of 16 injured brought
o Narayana Hospital, 9 have been
discharged and 7 are being treated
hy the doctors. Praying for their

speedy recovery” the Lieutenant
Governor said in a tweet.

The shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board has established a
dedicated helpline, which can be
approached at Phone No. 01991-
234804 and 01991-234053,

The helplines  established
by the district administration
are: DC Reasi Control Room:
01991- 245?63,|'B4I98395_1?

K lia 01991~
232010.‘9419145182 and PCR
Reasi: 01991245076/9622356295,
the statement said
Survivors

unhindered” a pilgrim from
Ghagiabad in Uttar Pradesh said
while waiting outside a mortuary
o fdentify a dead body,

The man, who did nat wish to be
named, sald this situation could
have been avoided if the authori-
ties concerned had managed the
pilgrimage better,

“A similar situation had hap-
pened minutes earlier but luckily
none was hurt and the situation
was controlled. We were part of
a group of 10 devotees all neigh-
bours. A heavy rush triggered the
stampede as people were going in
and out, and every one was in a
hurry,” he said.

Many people were resting on
the floor, instead of heading back,
and it caused more rush at the
bhawan, he added.

Another man, who lost i
friend, Arun Pratab Singh (30, said
they had come from Gorakhpur in
Uttar Pradesh, The bhawan was
overcrowded, he added.

“I had wvisited the shrine about
10 years ago but was surprised by
the heavy rush this time. After the
tragedy, we found ourselves help-
less and g0t no help il 6 am,” he
alleged.

Rani Devi of Bihar's Muzaffarpur
said they were fortunate to have
escaped death.

“I saw many people dead on the
floor and was heartbroken” she
said, blaming it on the “uncon-
trolled rush” of pilgrims at the
bhawan,

Aditya Sharma, another devotee,
said some people who were sleep-
ing on the floor got crushed in the
sgary

Following the incident, many
pilgrims were seen leaving Katra,
the base camp for the shrine, with-
out paying oheisance,

“We are from Pathankol. We re-
turned from the bhawan without
‘darshan’ due to the stampede”
said Rekha, who was accompanied
by five other family members, in-
cluding three children.

Prem Singh, from Gwalior in
Madhya Pradesh, sald there was a
complete mess as neither was the
number of pilgrims restricted nor
were COVID-19 guidelines in force,

It was a free-for-all-like situa-
tion. Many people were without
mandatory face masks" he said,
claiming that police personnel on
duty at the X-ray checking point
surrendered to the heavy rush and
were warning people about the
possibility of such an accident

However, many people were
seen waiting in long queves to
visit the shrine as the pilgrimage
continued unaffecred,

“We have been waiting for five
hiours but nothing is moving,” said
Mavdeep of Karnal in Haryana.

Chief executive officer of the
shrine bosrd Ramesh Kumar, who
was among the first to reach the
scene to take stock of the situa-
ton and wvisit the injured at the
Marayana hospital, could not be
contacted for comment

Another official of the board,
who wished not to be named, said
adequate arrangements, including
security. were in place due to the
expectad rush of pilgrims.

The DGP said preliminary infor-
mation from the scene suggests
there was an altercation among
same young boys, and within
seconds, there was a stampede
situation.

“Police and officials from the
civil administration were quick to
respond, and the order within the
crowd was immediately restored,
but by that time, the damage had
been done,” he told FTL

Senior BIP leader amnd Fformer
legislator Devender Singh Rana,
who interacted with the pilgrims
here to take stack of the situation,
said the incident was the first of its
kind to take place at the shrine,

“It is a tragic incident and a sad
moment for all of us. The whaole
administration is working to en-
sure the bodies of the deceased
are returned to their families and
those injured are given adequate
treatment,” he said,

Rana  said Prime  Minister
MNarendra Modi has also taken note
of the incident and the Lieutenant
Governor-led  administration  is
doing its best,

“This is no time for allegations
or counter-allegations. It is a trag-
edy that has happened and no-
body should olitics over i,”
he added, PRy P

AL least 12 people died and over
a dozen were injured in the stam-
pede that occurred around 230

am near gate number three out-
side the sanctum sanctorum of the
shrine atop the Trikuta hills, about
50 km from Jammu.

under Seismic Zone V and are

prone to earthguakes. While the

rest part of the state comes under

Seismic Zone IV, (With FTT inputs)
Rises

up from minus 6.6 degrees
Celsius the previous night.

They said Qazigund recorded
the minimum of minus 4 degrees
Celsius, while the nearby south
Kashmir town of Kokernag re-
carded a low of minus 3 degrees
Celsius,

The mercury In Kupwara (n
north Kashmir settied at a low of
minus 1.8 degrees Celsius,

The MET Office has forecast light
snowlall over the higher reaches
of Kashmir from Saturday evening
which may continue fill Sunday
morning.

Also, a widespread spell of snow
or rain of moderate to heavy inten-
sity is most likely during January
4 to & with the maln activityon
January 5 to 6. Heavy snow is ex-
pected at some places during the
period as well, it sad.

The weather may affect surface
Al'lté air transpart, the MET Office
samd,

Kashmir valley is currently un-
der the grip of the 40-day harshest
winter period known as 'Chilla-i-
Kalan' which began on December
21

‘Chillz-i-Kalan' is a period when
a cold wave grips the region and
the temperature drops consider-
ably leading to the freezing of wa-
ter bodies, including the famous
Dal Lake here, as well as the water
supply lines in several parts of the
valley,

The chances of snowfall are the
most frequent and maximum dur-
ing this period and most areas, es-
pecially in the higher reaches, re-
ceive heavy to very heavy snowfall,

Ex-CMs Placed

and welcome to 2022, tweeted
{rmar Abdullah, who stays with his
father. "A new year with the same
JK police illegally locking people in
their homes and an adrministration
so terrified of nommal democratic
activity. Trucks parked outside
aur gates to scuttle the peaceful @
IKPAGD sit-in protest. Some things
never change”

He said the police had even
locked the internal gates of their
residence,

Talk about a lawless police state,
the police have even locked the in-
ternal gate connacting my father's
home to my sister’s. Yet our lead-
ers have the cheek to tell the world
that India is the largest democracy,
hah!! Omar, who is the vice presi-
dent of the NC, said,

He posted pictures of a po-
lice vehicle parked on the gate of
their residence as well as that of a
locked internal gate.

The PDP chief said the Centre
was "deeply paranoid and intoler-
ant when people of |-K want to pro-
test against its disempowerment™.

ol rrumpets  scrapping
Article. 370 and dismembering
JK throughout the country but is
deeply paranoid and intolerant
when people of JK want to protest
against its disempowerment. For
the umpteenth time, we've been
placed under house arrest for try-
ing to organise a peaceful protest,
Mehbaoba wrote on Twitter.

Tarigami said it was sad that
the J-K administration was scared
even to allow a peaceful protest,

In Kashmir, New Year began on
another disappointing note where
Police resumed their work of scut-
ting the legitimate voices and
squeezing democratic space
cracking down on protests against
the Defimitation Commission.
Entire PAGD leadership including
me have been put under house
arrest, Tarigami wrole on Twitter
later.

In a scathing attack over the
government's  move,  Peoples
Conference chief Sajad Lone said
democracy is a precious relic for
which thousands have laid down
their lives in the last three decades.

By stopping political and non-
violent protests, the administra-
tion was incenfivising and facili-
tating the conditions for a viokent
form of protest, he said,

Flease do not unwittingly or
erroneously damage it beyond
recogmition.  Mon-viclent mode
of protest in the context of vio-
lent strife nesds to be facilitated
nat stifled, If you stop polirical,
non-violent protests what are you
incentivising by default. You are
incentivising and facilitating and
setting the conditions for a vio-
lent form of protest, Lone wrote on
Twilter.

The PC chief said the right to
protest is intrinsic to the concept
of a vibrant democracy,

"l can't see any valid reason y the
state administration should stop
palitical parties from protesting.
|sn't right to protest intrinsic to the
concept of a vibrant democracy.

Mot being critical, But state admin-
istration really needs to reassess
and reevaluate,” he wrote.

MNorwithstanding the detentions
of its leaders, scores of the NC and
the PDP activists took out separate
protest marches here near their
party offices against the deten-
tion of their leadership and the
dralt propesals of the Delimitation
Commission,

The NC activists, Including the
party's spokesperson Imran Nabi
Dar and party’s youth wing presi-
dent Salman Sagar, took cul a pro-
test march from NC headquarters
Mawa-i-5ubah here.

They party activists tried to
move towards Gupkar Road —
which houses Abdullab’s resi-
dence -- but were stopped by the
police cutside the party cffice.

“We wanted to take out a peace-
ful protest march against the
Delimitation Commission’s draft
proposals, but were stopped by
the police. They did not even allow
us to hold a sit-in, Dar said, adding
the palice "dragged” them back to
the party office.

Similarly, PDP activists also
took out a protest march, and de-
manded the restoration of Articles
370 and 35-A which were revoked
by the Centre on August 5, 2019,
They were stopped by the po-
lice near GPO and later dispersed
peacefully.

Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba
praised their party colleagues for
taking out the protests.

“Well done to my @[KNC_ and
@YNCIK colleagues for managing
1o come cut and register uuré:rcp
test about all that is being
to disempower the people, Omar
Abdullah wrote on Twitter.

Mehbooba  tweeted, “Despite
the despotic administration’s at-
tempts o foil our protests, POP
and NC workers managed to hit
the streets in Srinagar toda z_
raise their voice against the itl
revocation of Article 370. 1 sal.une-
their courage and resolve.”

The Peaple’s Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) has termed
the proposal by Delimitation
Commission of adding six seats to
Jammu region against only one to
Kashmir valley as “divisive™,

The trucks placed ar the resi-
dences of the political leaders
were removed in the evening.
Pulwama A

{feM]s wp commander Samir
Dar.

“The plcture of one  of
the  killed  #terrorists  in
#AnantnagEncounter on Dec-30th
matches with JeM top commander
Samir Dar, who was the last surviv-
ing rerrorist involved in Lethpora
#Puiwama #TerrorAttack. We are
going for DNA sample matching,”
1GP Kashmir said in a tweel

Police had said that three Jem
militants were Ikilled and their
bodies retrieved from the site of
the encounter that took place at
Nowgam Dooru area of the South
Kashmir district on Thursday.

Police had then identified
those killed as Sultan alias Rayees
alias Mavia (a foreign militant),
Nisar Ahmad Khanday, a resi-
dent of Dudwangan Kapran, and
Alraf Ahmad Shah, 3 resident of
Mathipora Dooru,

The IGP had said that Shah and
Sultan along with another milicant
Suhail Rather were involved in an
attack at Zewan Srinagar in which
three policemen were killed and
11 others injured,

Rather was killed in a separate
encounter at Pantha Chowk on
Saturday,

Militant Killed
thair official Twitter handila,
Srinagar Gets

enough of the centre,

All of this comes after the Home
Ministry cited "adverse inputs” o
not renew the FCRA licence of the
Missionaries of Charity, jeaving
the group - which operate orphan-
ages and shelters for the poor, sick,
and destitute across India - with-
vut access to foreign funds in over
250 accounts.

This was weeks alter a po-
lice complaint was registered
in Cujarat against the Director
of a children's home run by the
Missionaries of Charity for alleg-
edly artlempring [0 convert young
girls.

The Home Ministry alsa said it
had not received a request 1o re-
view its decision.

Mother Teresa's charity con-
firmed their renswal had been
rejected, and that “we have
asked our centres not to operate
any of the FC {foreign contribu-
tions) accounts until the matter is
resolved”.

Controversy erupted afrer it
emerged that accounts belong-
ing to the Kolkata-headguartered
charitable group, including those
with the State Bank of India, had
been frozen,

Opposition leaders,  including
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, ripped into the govern-
ment, particularly for ‘freezing”
the accounts on Christmas Day.

Father Dominic Gomes, the
Vicar General of the Archdiocese
of Calcutta, also hit out at what he
said was a “dastardly attack on the
Christian community™,

Refusing FCRA clearance has
leen listed by critics of the gov-
emment as its way of suppressing
organisations whase work or of-
ficials are not considered support-
ive enough of the centre. (With FTI

inputs)
Seeks

imprisoned in Tihar jail is sul-
fering from malignant cancer & is
critically fll. He is in urgent need
of medical attention & needs o
be with his family, Request GOI
to refease him on humanitar-
ian grounds so that he can get the
necessary care, @BhallaAjay2s @
HMOindia, Mehbooba wrote on
Twitter. (FTI)

Kupwara Issues

for widespread snowdfallf rainfall
spell of moderate intensity dur-
ing 4th to Gth of this month, the
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara,
Imam Din today issued an advi-
sory for the people of the district
in general and the people residing
in the areas like Keran, Karnah,
Machil, Budnamal, Jumgumd,
Nowgam, Kumkadi and on the pe-
riphery of different Mallahs/rivers
prone to floods, sloppy areas of
the district in particular, an official
spokesperson said Saturday.

Din, he said, advised the resi-
dents of these areas to refrain
from venturing in avalanche prone
areas till improvement of weather,

“Further, the general public have
been advised to aveid traveling to
these areas without proper infor-
mation on the weather system and
in case of accumulation of snow
on roads,” he said.

According fo the official spokes-
person, the advisory further
reads that in case of any urgen-
cy, the geperal public can con-
tact the District Administration
Control Room on phone number
1955-253522 and P'olice Control
Room{PCR) Kupwara on 01955-
252451 and PCR Handwara on
01955-262295.

Meanwhile, all District and
Sectoral Officers especially the
officers and officials of Irrigation
& FC, PHE. PDD, R&B, Mechanical
and Revenue have been direct-
ed not to leave their respective

will help in better polmng
Ham

of J&K issued fclmal urder about
setting up of new police stations
and police posts in Srinagar and
Budgam stating that new police
stations have been created in
terms of clause {s) of section 2 of
the code of criminal procedure,
1973 while the territorial jurisdic-
tion of these police units shall be
notified separately—({KNO)
homie At LoC

India and Pakistan agreed for a
renewed ceasefire along the hor-
ders in Jammu and Kashmir in
February last year and barring a
few violations, the agreement is
holding much ta the relief of bor-
der residents and farmers, who
have started resuming farming
activities even along the LoC and
International Border, [PT1)

12000 NGOs

India, the Indira Gandhi Naticnal
Centre For Arts, and the India
Islamic Cultural Centre,

Oxfam India and Oxfam India
Trust are in the list of NGOs whose
certificates have expired and not
in those whose registrations have
heen cancelled.

Refusing FCRA clearance has
been listed by eritics of the gov-
ernment as its way of suppressing
organisations whose work or offi-
cials are not considered supportive

ters without permission
from DC office and keep their men
and machinery ready to meet any
exigency, he said,

Forlllegal

were arrested after they were
found involved in illegal extrac-
tion and transportation of miner-
als from government land, a police
spokesperson said Saturday. all
the accused, he said, were arrested
from a checkpoint established at
Mulshulla crossing and their tip-
pers were seized,

“They have been shifted tothe Police
Station whete they remain in custody,”
the police spokesperson said,

Accordingly. he said, a Case vide
FIR Mo, 01/2022 under relevant
sections of law stands registered at
Police Station Beerwah and further
imvestigation has been initiated,
Ladakh Adds

officials, the death toll stands at
219 -- 161 fatalities from Leh and
58 from Kargil.

The number of active COVID-19
cases in Ladakh came down o
184 -- 137 in Leh and 47 in Kargil
-- from 204 the previous day, the
officials said.

Twenty-lwo more patients were
discharged from hospitals in Leh
and nine in Kargil, taking the total
number of recoveries in the union
territory ta 21,781, they said.




