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Ignorance killed the cat; 
curiosity was framed!

� C. J. Cherryh

Widom

Heart Attack 
Kills CRPF Man
SRINAGAR: A Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) head constable died 
on Tuesday after suffering a cardiac 
arrest in this capital city.
Head Constable Irfan Ali of CRPF132 
battalion suffered a cardiac arrest in 
the Court road area More on P10

4 Militant Associates 
Held In Pampore
SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday 
claimed to have arrested four militant 
associates of Jaish-e-Mohammad 
(JeM) from Pampore town of south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Zubair Gul, Adil Fayaz Ganie and Basit 
Ali, all residents of Samboora and 
Shahid Nabi More on P10

Interview Of Haj 
Trainers On Dec 23, 24
SRINAGAR: The Haj Committee 
on Tuesday announced to hold 
interviews of the aspirants who have 
applied as trainers for Haj–2022, on 
December 23 and 24.
All the eligible applicants who have 
applied for selection as Haj Trainers 
for Haj–2022 are More on P10

Motorcyclist Killed In 
Kulgam Accident
SRINAGAR: A motorcyclist was killed 
on Tuesday in a road accident in south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
 42-year-old Sheeraz Ahmad 
Khanday was riding his motorbike 
when he lost control over it and hit a 
tree in Chadder area of the district on 
Tuesday evening,  More on P10
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Buy Your Dream Home In Delhi
Luxury, ultra modern residential 
4,3,2 and 1 bedroom apartments 
at NFC-Khizrabad, New Delhi

Independent Luxury 
Villas at Kalindikunj, 
New Delhi

Ready to move in flats 
for middle income 
groups in South Delhi

BOOKING

OPEN

LG Asks Top 
Security Brass 
To Stay Alert

Militants 
Attack 
Checkpoint 
In Srinagar
Auqib Javeed

SRINAGAR: Unidentified mil-
itants on Tuesday attacked 
a joint team of police and 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) at a checkpoint in 
Soura area of this capital city.

Around 6:05pm, uniden-
tified militants fired upon 
a search team of police and 
CRPF outside the premier SK 
institute of medical sciences, 
Soura here, a police official told 
Kashmir Observer. He said the 
SHO was present at the crowd-
ed intersection when the 
militants opened fire upon the 
joint team carrying out normal 
searches at the checkpoint.

“No police or CRPF person-
nel received injuries in the 
attack. The fire was retali-
ated,” the officer said.

He also refuted the reports 
that SP Hazratbal was at the 
spot when the forces came 
under militant fire.

The attack on government 
forces come two days after 
police claimed to have killed 
a wanted Pakistani militant 
Saifulla in an overnight encoun-
ter in Harwan area of the city.

According to the police 
spokesperson, Saifulla was 
involved in a series of attacks 
on politicians and government 
forces, including the killing a 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader, his brother and father 
in Bandipora More on P10

Delimitation Panel Recommendations

PAGD To Protest ‘Divisive, 
Unacceptable’ Proposals On Jan 1

Truce At Midnight

PDD Employees Call Off Strike 
After Merger Put On Hold

Army Raises Flag Over 
Cross-LoC Constructions

3 Omicron Cases 
Confirmed In Jammu

J&K Logs 
104 New 
Cases,  
1 Death

Snowfall Likely In Kashmir This Week

Agencies

JAMMU: In the wake of increased 
political activism after the 
proposal of delimitation com-
mission, Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Tuesday chaired the 
Unified Command meeting and 
reviewed the overall security 
situation and framed a strategy 
to deal with possible challenges.

The LG chaired the meeting 
in Jammu in which top brass 
from the Army, Police, para-
military forces and intelligence 
agencies briefed him on issues 

related to security, public in-
terest and law and order in J&K.

Sources said that the 
Lieutenant Governor was briefed 
about the prevailing security sit-
uation across the Union Territory, 
the border areas and the overall 
law and order situation.

“The LG also reviewed the 
power restoration scenario 
in Jammu and Kashmir in the 
aftermath of the strike by the 
PDD employees that was called 
off on Monday midnight and 
the workers resumed their du-
ties this morning,” they said.

Sources said that More on P10

GOC 15 Corps Calls on LG Sinha

T
he Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
on Tuesday asked army to heightened surveillance on vital 
installations while maintaining close synergy between the 

government forces and civil administration to effectively deal with any 
emergent situation. Sinha made these remarks during his interaction 
with General Officer Commanding (GOC) 15 Corps,  More on P10

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The recommendations of 
the Delimitation Commission on 
Jammu and Kashmir are "divisive 
and unacceptable", the People's 
Alliance for Gupkar Declaration 
(PAGD) said on Tuesday and an-
nounced a peaceful protest in 
Srinagar on January 1.

The Delimitation Commission, 
set up to redraw the assembly 
seats of the union territory, is 
learnt to have proposed six addi-
tional seats for the Jammu region 
and one for the Kashmir Valley 
in its 'Paper 1' discussed with 
its five associate members three 

parliamentarians of the National 
Conference (NC) and two of the 
BJP from Jammu and Kashmir - 
in New Delhi on Monday.

"We want peace and do not 
want any confrontation with 
any institution or govern-
ment. However, we will raise 
our voice for the defence of 
legitimate rights of the peo-
ple in a peaceful manner and 
have decided to hold a peace-
ful demonstration in Srinagar 
on January 1 against the 
proposal put forward by the 
Delimitation Commission as in 
our view, the draft is unaccept-
able to the More on P10

PAGD Has 
Lost Public 
Support: BJP

T
aking a strong exception 
to objections by 
opposition parties over 

the recommendations of the 
delimitation commission, 
Jammu and Kashmir BJP 
president Ravinder Raina on 
Tuesday said the People's 
Alliance of Gupkar Declaration 
(PAGD) has lost public support 
due to their misrule over the 
years. He also said the BJP is 
connecting and not dividing the 
people, while opposition PAGD 
leaders are poisoning their minds 
for petty political gains.
The Delimitation Commission 
on Jammu and Kashmir has 
proposed six additional assembly 
seats for Jammu region and one 
for Kashmir, while reserving 16 
constituencies for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 
triggering strong protests from 
parties such as the National 
Conference which made it clear 
that it would not sign the report 
in its present form. More on P10

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU; Protesting employ-
ees of the Power Development 
Department in Jammu and 
Kashmir have called off their 
strike after written assur-
ance from the administration 
to put on hold the proposed 
merger of PDD with Power Grid 
Corporation of India (PGCI).

An official team led by 
Divisional commissioner Ragav 
Langar and ADGP Mukesh Singh 
held fresh talks on the interven-
ing night of Monday-Tuesday 
with the PDD employee's asso-
ciation led by its general secre-
tary S Tickoo and gave them a 
written assurance, sources said.

The government agreed 
to put on hold the merger 
of the Power Development 
Department (PDD) with PGCI 
and set up a committee to take 
a relook, they said.

An official said the strike has 
been called off by the protest-
ing employees and they re-
sumed duties on Tuesday. He 
said 80 percent of power sup-
ply restoration have been done.

The strike had entered 
its third consecutive day on 
Monday. The withdrawal of 
the strike comes as a relief to 
the masses as the Valley faces 

sub-zero temperatures and 
power outages only made mat-
ters worse for the residents, es-
pecially in the Jammu division.

The protesting employees 
have also received assurances 
on other issues, including sala-
ries, from the administration.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Monday More on P10

Reject Those Doing 
Politics Of Religion: Azad
Press Trust Of India

GANDOH: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad ex-
horted people on Tuesday to 
reject those doing politics on 
the basis of religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backwards instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP govern-
ment, he said those treating 
people on the basis of reli-
gion or party affiliation and 
are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to re-
main in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain the 
way it was some three or four 

years ago. We are witnessing a 
lot of changes.... We are heading 
backwards," Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without nam-
ing the BJP, said people across the 
country are More on P10

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Indian Army raised 
objections to the construction 
of certain structures coming up 
in Pakistan controlled Kashmir 
(PcK) near the Line of Control 
and across the Teetwal sector 
of Kupwara district, defence 
sources said on Tuesday. They 
said the Army has objected 
to it through the established 
mechanism of communication

Sources said announcements 
were also made on the mega-
phone from Teetwal, on the 
banks of Kishenganga river, ask-
ing the workers across the LoC 
to stop the work immediately. 
The local Numberdar also made 
a request on the megaphone to 

the workers in PcK to stop the 
work immediately.

It is not clear whether the 
upcoming structures were 
bunkers or something else.

The defence sources said the ob-
jections by the Indian Army were 
raised immediately as soon as the 
activity was noticed on Tuesday.

The LoC in J&K is calm nowa-
days. Guns have fallen silent 
along the LoC since February 
25, 2021 as India and Pakistan 
decided to hold a ceasefire. The 
Armies of two nuclear neigh-
bours in February this year had 
announced that they would 
cease firing across the LoC while 
recommitting themselves to 
the 2003 ceasefire agreement. 
(Agencies)

J
ammu and Kashmir reported on Tuesday 104 fresh cases 
of novel coronavirus while one more person succumbed to 
the deadly infection in the Union Territory during the last 24 

hours. According to officials, 78 new cases of coronavirus were 
reported from Kashmir Valley and the remaining 26 from Jammu 
division, taking the total number of people More on P10

SRINAGAR: In a first since its de-
tection, three cases of Omicron 
– new variant of Covid – have 
been confirmed from a locality 
in Jammu by National Centre 
for Disease Control (NCDC).

“Three Omicron cases con-
firmed by NCDC, Delhi from 
a cluster in Jammu. 
Sample taken on 
30th November. 
RTPCR test-
ing of entire 

locality ordered”, reads a tweet 
by Health & Medical Education 
Department.

“Please observe Covid 
Appropriate Behaviour”, the 
tweet further reads.

Pertinent to mention here 
that India has at least 200 

cases of the new 
Omicron variant till 

now, the health 
ministry said on 
Tuesday.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: As the 40-day 
harshest winter period in 
Kashmir started on Tuesday, the 
minimum temperature settled 
well below the freezing point 
across the valley, officials said.

Srinagar recorded a low of 
minus 2.8 degrees Celsius on 
Monday night, slightly up from 
minus 5.8 degrees recorded the 
previous night.

The city had recorded a low of 
minus 6 degrees Celsius for two 
consecutive nights on Saturday 
and Sunday, which was the lowest 
of the season so far. Gulmarg re-
sort in north Kashmir's Baramulla 
district recorded a low of minus 5 
degrees Celsius.

The officials said Pahalgam 
recorded a low of minus 3.7 

degrees Celsius.
The minimum temperature 

in Kupwara in north Kashmir 
settled at a low of minus 3.8 de-
grees Celsius. Qazigund record-
ed minus 2.6 degrees Celsius, 
while Kokernag also recorded a 

low of minus 3.3 degrees Celsius.
The weather office has fore-

cast colder nights over the next 
couple of days as further fall in 
the minimum temperature is 
expected. There is also a possi-
bility of light  More on P10

IT WILL ALSO DEEPEN THE ALIENATION of the people and will 
create a much bigger void which is also detrimental to the interests of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh as well and will also damage 

the interests of the country as a whole."

INDIA DID NOT REMAIN AS IT WAS SEVEN 
YEARS BEFORE and likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or four years ago. We are 

witnessing a lot of changes.... We are heading backwards.”

Paramilitary 
Forces Reported 
8 Fratricide Cases 
In 2021: GoI

Agencies

NEW DELHI: A total of eight 
cases of fratricide were report-
ed in the Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs) in 2021 and 25 
cases in the last three years, the 
Parliament was told on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Home 
Nityanand Rai told the Lok 
Sabha, in a written reply, said 
that this year, two cases were 
reported in Assam Rifles, one in 
the Border Security Force, five 
in the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) while there were 
three cases in the BSF, one in the 
Central Industrial Security Force, 
three cases in the CRPF and one 
case in the Sashastra Seema Bal, 
making a total of eight in 2020.

Nine cases were reported 
in 2019 - five cases in the BSF, 
three cases in the CRPF and 
one in the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police, he added.

Rai also said More on P10
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DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Office of the Assistant Regional
 Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has been received 
by this office from Mr./Mrs  Raja Rashid Dar 

   naipohS aropalaB o/R raD dihsaR bA O/S
(Party No 1st) as Transferor, (seller) owner 
of the vehicle  bearing Regd. No. JK22B 3216 
(Commercial/ Non Commercial ) covering 

under R/P NO: ------- And 
Mr./ Mrs Abid Hussain Bhat S/O Gh Hassan Bhat R/O Gangoo Pulwama 
(Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee (purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & 
R/P of the above noted vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd and cancellation 
of hire purchase agreement with 
Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having objection  
regarding the proposed transfer may file his objection within seven (7) days 
from the datte of publication of this notice to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after stipulated 
period.

No : ARTO/Spn 
Dated  
ast S/D Asst Regional 

Transport Officer Shopian

Sad  Demise
 We inform you the sad demise of  Dilshada Mir  W/o 
Rafiq Ahmad Mir R/o H-3 Cooperative Colony Peer

-bagh , who died on 21-12-2021.   Bereavement will 

be only for 3 days, no congregational prayers will be  -
held due to Covid 

Bereaved    A-KO 
Mir Family   |  9796719803,  9906509067                   

Public Notice
My father's name has been 
wrongly written in all my 
documents which include  
DL: NO: JK0320190005172 
DOMICILE CERTIFICATE 
NO : 1048/AC/20  S,T CER-
TIFICATE NO: 1518/ST/M 
DOB.REGISTRATION NO 
:07NKM117941 as Kshif Hul 
Ahmad Khatana while the 
correct parentage is Khushal 
Ahmad Khatana which needs 
immediate correction . If any-
body having any objection in 
this regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the con-
cerned offices within 7 days. 
After that no objection shall 
be entertained.  

YOUNIS AHMAD KHATANA
S/O: KHUSHAL AHMAD 
KHATANA
R/O:  LOWER MUNDAH 
DORU ANANTNAG

RNA

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

FIR KO

Wednesday| 06-10-202

CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.

Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE

All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories
Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Wednesday | 22-12-2021 2
TM

NOTICE
While as an application for Vanity Number (Bid Number) 
JK22C-5555 has beenr eceived frofm Mohd Younis Khan S/O 
AbduL Majid Khan R/O Doomwani Shirmal Shopian. Now. 
Therefor it is notified for general public that, if anybody have 
any objection regarding the same he/she may contact ARTO, 
Shopian within 07 days of publication of this notice. Assistant 
No: ARTO/SPN/1066
 Dated 21/12/2021 Regional Transport Officer, 
ast Shopian

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri : Maqsood Ahmad Dar S/o:  Ali Moham-
mad Dar R/o:  Hanjak Budgam owner of vehicle 
bearing  Registration No: JK04D 7956  for cancel-
lation of hire purchase agreement with M/S State 
Bank of India B/U Karan Nagar Sgr.
 Now therefore it is notified for the in-
formation of the general public that objections 
if any to the proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement 
shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional 
Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the 
date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.4248
 Dated  21-12-2021

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Where a application for transfer of 
ownership has been recieved from 
one.  Shri :  Nazir Ahmad Khateeb  
S/o:  Hassan Baba Khateeb
R/o:   Chrari Sharief Budgam (Trans-
feror) of LMV Alto . Vehicle bearing 

registration number JK04A - 6904.  Chasis number 54734 Engine no. 
75923 Model 2007. in favour of   Shri.. Mohd Yaseen Mir  S/o. Mohd 
Jaffer Mir  R/o Summer Bugh Lasjan Budgam (Tranferee) .
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of 
ownership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.4249 
 Dated  21/12/2021

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

  NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri : Fayaz Ahmad Mir S/o:  Mohd Sultan Mir 
R/o:  Yari Kalan Chadoora owner of vehicle bearing  
Registration No: JK04E 9150  for cancellation of 
hire purchase agreement with M/S J&K Bank B/U 
Dadaompora Budgam
Now therefore it is notified for the information of 
the general public that objections if any to the proposed cancel-
lation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in the 
office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam 
within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice in the daily newspaper .

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.4247
 Dated  21-12-2021

Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Where a application for transfer of own-
ership has been recieved from one. Shri 
:  Farooq Ahmad Dar  S/o:  Lt. Gh Nabi 
Dar  R/o:   Humhama Budgam (Trans-
feror) of LMV Zen Lx. Vehicle bearing regis-

tration number  JK04A - 0134.  Chasis number 786589 Engine no. 
29931 Model 2004. in favour of  Shri.. Sirtaj Ahmad   S/o. Mushtaq 
Ahmad  R/o Nazneen Pora Hall Shopian (Tranferee) as well as 
HPA cancellation with M/S J & K Bank ltd B/U Hyderpora.
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of 
ownership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.5363
 Dated  21/12/2021 Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
( R&B)  DIVISION Pulwama

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS   (for Road work/bridges/Buildings)
TWO COVER SYSTEM          (above Rs. 2.50 Crores)

NIT No:- 362 of R&B/2021-22/12311-21          Dated:-  20/12/2021 (E-tendering)

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on Percentage basis (as 

the case may be) from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. 

CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S.
No

Name of Work       Adv. Cost  
(Rs. In Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (Rs. In 
Lacs)

Bid Security 
Declaration  

Time of 
comple-
tion

Time & Date 
of Opening of 
tender (Techni-
cal Bid)

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. CONSTRUCTION OF 

COMMUNITY HALL AT 
PAMPORE.

324.05 5500/- As per format 
in SBD

01 Year  07-01-2022       Aay

Major Head of Account =  FC-Grants

Position of AAA  = MCP/21-22/08 of 2021 Dated:16.06.2021

Position of funds = Available. 

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, 

specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of con-

tract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.

jktenders.gov.in as per above schedule:

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice                      20/12/2021
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From          21/12/2021, 11.00 A.M to    

06/01/2022, 4.00 P.M
3. Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting             22/12/2021/ at 11:00 AM in the office of 

Superintending Engineer RnB Circle Pulwama-
Shopian HQ: Pulwama.

4. Bid submission Start Date         23/12/2021 From 10.00 A.M
5. Bid Submission End Date        06/01/2022 upto 4.00 P.M
6. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 

3% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of 
CDR/FDR/BG in favour of  Superintending Engineer RnB 
Circle Pulwama-Shopian HQ: Pulwama.

As per time specified in SBD.

7. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online)          07/01/2022 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the   
Superintending Engineer RnB Circle Pulwama-
Shopian HQ: Pulwama.

8. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is 
completed

Note:- The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before 

uploaded softcopy any short fall found in the soft copy the tender shall be rejected.

1.1 Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of e-challan in fa-

vour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama. 

(The Date of Treasury e-Challan must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Sub-

mission End date).

1.2 All bidders have to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as 

per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security Declaration format is given in SBD). 

Non submission of bid security declaration shall render the bidder as Non-responsive.

 Head Draftsman    Technical Officer   

        Executive Engineer, 

DIPK-15405/21         R&B Division Pulwama

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

J&K SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
Hema Complex, Sector -3, Channi Himmat, Jammu

www.jkssb.nic.in

NOTICE

J&K Services Selection Board has advertised various posts Sub Inspector, (Home Depart-
ment), UT Cadre, Item No 668 (06 of 2021),   Jr Engineer, Divisional Cadre Jammu and Ki-
tabat Instructor, (Skill Development)  Divisional Cadre Kashmir,  Item No 334 and 329 (07 
of 2020) respectively.  Accordingly, the syllabi for the said posts shown below as per the 
Annexure “A, B and C” to this notification. The candidates are also intimated that there 
shall be negative marking for wrong answers (-0.25 for each wrong answer) attempted in 
the said examination. 
This notice is for the purpose of intimation to the concerned candidates only. 

(Ashok Kumar) JKAS
Controller of Examinations

J&K Services Selection Board
                       Jammu

DIPK-15368/21
No. SSB/COE/Syllab/2021/8879-82
Dated:  20.12.2021

JAMMU & KASHMIR ENERGY DEV. AGENCY 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

TawanaiGhar, SDA Colony, Bemina/16 New Rehari, Jammu
www.jakeda.jk.gov.in   Tele-fax        0191-2546494 (J)  0194-2490269(S) Email : ceojakeda2@gmail.com

Public Notice
It is for the information of general public that all the interested farmers who have applied/ intending to apply for installation of Solar Pumps, under PM-KUSUM  scheme 
(Component-B) are requested to deposit the beneficiary share in the form of demand draft  pledged to the Chief Executive Officer JAKEDA or e-transfer to the Official 
accounts of JAKEDA 0021040500000064, IFSC Code: JAKA0LUXURY, JK bank Shalimar road, Jammu) & 0322040100116127, IFSC Code: JAKA0JNAGAR, JK bank Jawaha-
rnagar, Srinagar). 1250 beneficiaries shall be covered out of 5000 sanctioned solar pumps under phase-I of the said Scheme on “First come first serve basis”. The details of 
the capacity wise cost of solar water pumps along with the beneficiary/ farmes’s share is given here under:-

Pump 
Capacity

Cost of Submersible 
(Water Filled) Pump 
(Rs)

Cost of Surface 
Pump
(Rs)

Submersible (Water Filled) Pump (Rs) Surface Pump (Rs)

50% MNRE 
Share

30%    UT Share 20% Farmer’s 
share

50% MNRE 
Share

30%    UT 
Share

20% Farmer’s 
share

1HP DC 119596 106908 59798 35878 23919 53454 32072 21381
2HP DC 146254 133662 73127 43876 29250 66831 40098 26732
5HP DC 273533 261060 136766 82059 54706 130530 78318 52212
7.5HP DC 404860 389152 202206 121682 80972 194576 116745 77830
10 HP DC 477504 471928 202206 179798 95500 194576 182967 94385
1HP AC 110913 105545 55456 33273 22182 52772.5 31663 21109
2HP AC 138941 132592 69470 41682 27788 66296 39777 26518
3HP AC 196407 180145 98203 58922 39281 90072.5 54043 36029
5HP AC 265884 258106 132942 79765 53176 129053 77431 51621
7.5HP AC 385587 374048 192793 115676 77117 187024 112214 74809
10 HP AC 471928 466238 192793 184750 94385 187024 185967 93247

For any queries regarding the installation of Solar Pumps, Contact the below mentioned Officers/Officials of JAKEDA as per the allocated Districts. 

S.No. Contact details of JAKEDA Officers/Officials in 
Kashmir Region

S.No. Contact details of JAKEDA Officers/Officials in Jammu Region

1 District Anantnag (7006728321) / (9541235633)
11

District Jammu (9419190138)

2 District Ganderbal (9419015082) 12 District Samba (9419125608)

3 District Srinagar (9419015082) 13 District Kathua (7889599166)

4 District Shopian (7006061808) 14 District Udhampur (9419324244)

5 District Pulwama (9622626612) 15 District Ramban  (9906158380)

6 District Baramulla (9858336455) 16 District Kishtwar  (9622363903)

7 District Kulgam (7006061808) 17 District Rajouri (9906012512)

8 District Bandipora (9596051042) 18 District Reasi  (9419206057)

9 District Kupwara (9797863089) 19 District Doda (7006238418)

10 District Budgam (9460311130) 20 District Poonch (9419114530)

The details of the vendors empanelled for phase-I (for 1250 Nos. out of 5000 sanctioned solar pumps) are given below:-

S.No. Empanelled Vendors
1 Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd., Bangluru. (Kmr. Region-01947969017,

Jammu Region- 01914061903)
2 Ethos Power Pvt. Ltd., Haryana (Kmr. Region-7889413012, Jammu Region- 7617282828)
3 Rajasthan Electronics and Instruments Ltd. (REIL) 2, Kanakpura, (Jammu Region- 9796000144)
4 Sri Savitr Solar Pvt. Ltd., Telangana, (Jammu Region- 9797112351)
5 VRG Energy India Pvt. Ltd., Gujrat,(Kmr. Region-7006104445, Jammu Region- 7780860468)
              
Dt:    21 -12-2021             Sd/-
               Executive Engineer
   DIPK-NB-6026/21         JAKEDA
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

Qaum Ka Gam Khateyhain, 
Dinner Key Saath 
Observer News Service 

S
RINAGAR: The Iftar parties being hosted by every Tom, 

Dick and Harry in this capital city these days have be-

come a source of avoidable inconvenience to the general 

public. Amazingly the ‘worthy,hosts are least bothered 

by what their lavish feasting by debit to the empty state exche-

quer meant to the city dwellers at a time when they hurry back 

to their homes after a day's work. 

Residents of various downtown localities here had a taste 

of their rulers' indifference on Saturday when they found the 

¬busy Maulana Azad Road blocked to vehicular traffic for most 

of its stretch. Lo and behold, it was the peak hour forall the 

commuters to rush back home to join their waiting, generally 

anxious, families over Iftar. 

Location of what is known as the Banquet Hall in the 

premis¬es of the erstwhile chief minister's official residence 

on the main Civil Lines artery was the reason why vehicular 

traffic was di-verted towards Regal Chowk for onward journey 

through the equally crowded SP higher secondary school. 

Traffic police authorities may know better why its own ‘one 

way’ restriction was eased to choke the awfully narrow roads. 

Obviously, caught in a nasty traffic jam, hundreds of people on 

fast found them¬selves helpless at the Iftar time. Mercifully, 

some citizens came out to serve some eatables to the stranded 

hundreds on the road. 

"The ministers and bureaucrats hosting the Iftar parties at 

state expense should hang their heads in shame for subjecting 

innocent people to inconvenience during the holy month", an 

agitated downtown resident was heard saying. 

 (Kashmir Observer, 22 December, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 6: 03

ZUHR 12:28

ASR 3:49

Magrib 5:30

ISHA 6: 55

•	 1790 - Supposedly impenetrable Turkish fortress of Iz-
mail stormed and captured by Suvorov and his Russian 
armies during the Russo-Turkish War (1787–1792). 

•	 1807 - US Congress passes Embargo Act, prohibiting 
American ships from trading in all foreign ports, as a 
result of involvement in hostilities between France and 
Britain. 

•	 1810 - British frigate HMS Minotaur sinks killing 480 
•	 1814 - Samuel Marsden of the Church Missionary Soci-

ety arrives in the Bay of Islands, New Zealand to estab-
lish the country’s first mission station; Sheep, cattle, 
horses and poultry are introduced. 

•	 1849 - The execution of Russian writer Fyodor Dosto-
evsky is called off at the last second. 

•	 1851 - The first freight train is operated in Roorkee, In-
dia. 

•	 1882 - 1st string of Christmas tree lights created by 
Thomas Edison 

•	 1890 - Cornwallis Valley Railway begins operation be-
tween Kingsport and Kentville, Nova Scotia. 

•	 1915 - Organized baseball & Federal League sign a peace 
treaty at Cincinnati. 

•	 1917 - Flanders declares its independence, under Pieter 
Tack 

•	 1930 - Convention of Economic Rapprochement/Oslo 
Agreesments signed between some European coun-
tries in response to the Great Depression. 

•	 1939 - 99 die in 2nd wreck at Friedrichshafen Germany 
•	 1940 - World War II: Himarë is captured by the Greek army. 
•	 1941 - Japans invasion leader lands on Luzon, Philip-

pines 
•	 1941 - Tito establishes 1st Proletarian Brigade in Yugo-

slavia 
•	 1942 - World War II: Adolf Hitler signs the order to de-

velop the V-2 rocket as a weapon. 
•	 get permission to use synthetic rubber for baseball core. 
•	 1950 - 2 self-propelled trains of Long Island RR collide, 

killing 77. 
•	 1956 - Last British & French troops leave Egypt. 
•	 1963 - Official 30-day mourning period for President 

John F. Kennedy ends. 
•	 1963 - Cruise ship Lakonia burns 180 miles north of Ma-

deira with the loss of 128 lives. 
•	 1964 - First flight of the SR-71 (Blackbird). 
•	 1971 - UN General Assembly ratifies former Austrian 

President Kurt Waldheim as Secretary- General. 
•	 1971 - USSR performs underground nuclear test. 
•	 1972 6.25 earthquake strikes Managua Nicaragua, 

12,000+ killed 
•	 1974 - 2nd cease-fire between IRA & British; lasts until 

approx April 1975. 
•	 1974 - Referenda in Comoros-3 islands for indepen-

dence, 1 stays French. 

HIJRI 

CALENDAR

17  Jumada al-awwal 

1443
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Plan For Rejuvenation Of 16 Water 
Springs In City Finalised: Govt
KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: In order to accelerate 
the pace of the works being carried 
out for restoration of historical Wa-
ter bodies in the District, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Mo-
hammad Aijaz Asad on Tuesday 
chaired a meeting to review the 
progress of restoration measures un-
dertaken for Khushalsar, Gilsar, Vi-
charnag, Anchar and Nigeen lakes.

The DC stressed on concerned of-
ficers to speed up the measures under-
taken to revive decades-old glory of the 
historic water bodies in Srinagar. He 
directed them to carry out the dredging 
and cleaning work in the other parts of 
the Khushalsar and Gilsar.

Asad asked the concerned Rev-
enue authorities to launch a massive 
anti encroachment drive along the 
Khushalsar, Gilsar and other water 
bodies and demolish all illegal struc-
tures. He further directed to carry 
out upstream interventions to arrest 
silt load at source, thereby reducing 
siltation of water bodies.

The DC also asked the officers to 
conduct a survey regarding identi-
fication of lost water springs in the 
peripheries of the water bodies in 
the City. He also directed for taking 
immediate measures for the resto-
ration and rejuvenation of 16 water 
springs of Srinagar District in a time 
bound manner.

He said all possible measures 
shall be taken for revival of de-

funct springs by the removal of 
sediments and garbage to restore 
freshwater supply through in-
lets for maintaining the health of 
around water bodies.

While stressing that community 
participation for long term preserva-
tion, maintenance and sustainabil-
ity of all water Bodies, the DC asked 
to involve local population who are 
actual guardians and have a pivotal 
role in identification of encroach-
ments and in conservation of these 
historical water bodies.

He also directed NBCC authori-
ties present on the occasion to pre-
pare an efficient and viable Detailed 
Project Report for comprehensive 
sewerage treatment plant along all 
the historical water bodies in Sri-
nagar so that long term measures 
are taken for the restoration, conser-
vation and maintenance of Khushal, 

Gilsar, Vicharnag, Anchar, Nigeen 
and Nala-e Amir Khan.

With regard to development of 
a Chinar Park in Srinagar District, 
the DC asked the officers of Floricul-
ture Department to submit a Project 
report for development of Chinar 
Park cum view site. He also stressed 
upon the Revenue authorities for 
identification of over 100 kanals of 
land for Chinar Bagh.

The DC said Chinar tree is the 
legacy of Kashmir and is a living heri-
tage and has a deep Cultural value 
and the development of Chinar park 
at Shalteng will enhance the scenic 
beauty and environment in the area.

On the occasion, the DC was in-
formed about the pace of ongoing 
work being carried out for removing 
encroachments, besides dredging 
and cleaning measures for restora-
tion of all water bodies in the district.

‘Pheran Day’ 
observed in city
KO NEWS SERVICE

S
rinagar: As the 40-day harshest 
winter period, commonly known as 
Chila-i-Kalan commenced on Tues-
day, scores of members from civil 

society appeared at Srinagar’s commercial 
Hub area, Lal Chowk to observe what they 
called as ‘Pheran Day’.

Notably, Pheran is a traditional 
dress of Kashmir, which people wear 
during winters to keep themselves 
warm in the bone-chilling cold.

The Jammu and Kashmir Economic 
Confederation (JKEC) members in a bid 
to welcome the harsh winter period and 
observe ‘Pheran Day’ assembled near 
Ganta Ghar (clock tower) here in Lal 
Chowk area of Srinagar.

The activists told media persons 
that there are certain reasons to cel-
ebrate the arrival of chila-i-kalan and 
one among the prime reasons is that the 
environment starts getting clean dur-
ing this winter period.

“A white blanket of snow, which covers 
our Kashmir, attracts tourists from across 
the globe, thus giving a good business to 
Kashmir,” they said.

They added that during the harsh win-
ter period, people in Kashmir use to wear 
traditional Pheran to keep themselves 
warm, which should not be banned any-
where across the Valley.

“We request Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha and his administration to al-
low the government employees working in 
the offices to wear our 700-years-old tradi-
tional Pheran in offices,” they said.

3-day workshop held at GB Pant hospital in Sgr
KO NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: A three-day workshop from De-
cember 18-20 was conducted on Autism 
Spectrum Disorder in the Department of 
Pediatrics, Government Medical College 
(GMC) Srinagar.

The workshop was inaugurated by 
the Principal/ Dean GMC Srinagar, Prof. 
Samia Rashid. According to a statement 
, it is estimated that one in 160 children 
have ASD (WHO) and early diagnosis and 
intervention has been proven to be very ef-
fective in children with Autism spectrum.
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Global Spread Of Omicron 
Prompts Renewed Lockdowns, 
Delayed Reopenings

Many nations are on high alert just days ahead of Christmas and New Year celebrations. (File)

Reuters

SYDNEY: New Zealand delayed 
the planned reopening of its in-
ternational border because of 
the sweeping spread of Omicron 
around the world on Tuesday, 
as several other countries reim-
posed social distancing measures.

Many nations are on high alert 
just days ahead of Christmas and 
New Year celebrations, as the latest 
health crisis also takes a toll on finan-
cial markets, which fear the impact 
on the global economic recovery.

Omicron infections are multi-
plying rapidly across Europe, the 
United States and Asia, including 
in Japan where a single cluster at 
a military base has grown to at 
least 180 cases.

New Zealand COVID-19 Re-
sponse Minister Chris Hipkins 
said his country, which imposed 
some of the world's toughest CO-
VID-19 measures, was delaying 
the start of a planned staggered 
reopening of its border until the 
end of February.

The government had previously 
said quarantine-free travel would 
reopen by mid-January for New 
Zealand citizens and residents in 
Australia - a timetable that would 
have allowed travel during the 
peak summer vacation period - 
and by April for foreign tourists.

"There's no doubt this is dis-
appointing and will upset many 
holiday plans, but it's important 

to set these changes out clearly 
today so they can have time to 
consider those plans," Hipkins 
said at a press conference.

In India, New Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal urged citi-
zens to wear masks and appealed 
to the federal government to al-
low booster vaccine doses as the 
country reported 200 cases of the 
variant across 12 states.

In Singapore, the health ministry 
was carrying out testing to deter-
mine whether Omicron was behind 
a suspected cluster of cases at a gym 
and warned more cases were likely.

In the United States, officials 
said the variant claimed the life 
on Monday of an unvaccinated 
man in Texas after becoming the 
dominant strain in the country. 
Lines for COVID-19 tests wrapped 
around the block in New York, 
Washington and other U.S. cities 
as people clamoured to find out 
if they were infected before cel-
ebrating the holidays with family.

South Korea, the Netherlands, 
Germany and Ireland were among 

countries to reimpose partial or 
full lockdowns, or other social dis-
tancing measures, in recent days.

Israel added the United States to 
its "no-fly" list, citing concerns over 
the variant, while Kuwait said it 
would require incoming travellers 
to have received a booster shot if 
more than nine months had passed 
since their second vaccine dose.

DIFFERING APPROACHES
British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson on Monday said the situ-
ation was "extremely difficult" as 
hospitalisations rose steeply in 
London. His government was not 
ruling out any steps, including po-
tentially limiting tourism.

In Australia, where Omicron 
cases have surged but hospitalisa-
tions remain relatively low, Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison urged 
state and territory leaders to 
avoid further lockdowns.

"We're not going back to lock-
downs. We're going forward to 
live with this virus with common 
sense and responsibility," he said.

The Omicron variant was first de-
tected last month in southern Africa 
and Hong Kong and so far has been 
reported in at least 89 countries.

The severity of illness it causes 
remains unclear, but the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
warned it is spreading faster than 
the Delta variant and is causing 
infections in people already vac-
cinated or who have recovered 
from the COVID-19 disease.

Expert Panel Deliberating 
On Vaccinating Children 
Against Covid: Centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The National Ex-
pert Group on Vaccine Adminis-
tration for COVID-19 (NEGVAC) 
and the National Technical Ad-
visory Group on Immunization 
(NTAGI) are deliberating and 
considering scientific evidences 
related to vaccination of chil-
dren, Rajya Sabha was informed 
on Tuesday.

The central government has 
been regularly reviewing pace 
and coverage of COVID-19 vac-
cination and has issued multiple 
advisories to states and union 
territories to cover eligible ben-
eficiaries with both doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccine, Minister of State 
for Health Bharati Pravin Pawar 

said in a written reply.
The government has also un-

dertaken 'Har Ghar Dastak' cam-
paign from November 3, where-
in missed beneficiaries for first 
dose and beneficiaries due for 
second dose are identified and 
vaccinated through house-to-
house activity, she said.

On whether the government 
has any immediate proposals or 
policy to vaccinate persons un-
der the age of 18 years, Ms Pawar 
said, "The National Expert Group 
on Vaccine Administration for 
COVID-19 and the National 
Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunization are deliberating 
and considering scientific evi-
dences related to vaccination of 
children below 18 years of age."

Need 5 Housekeepers, 
Couture: Dubai Ruler's Ex-
Wife In $733 Million Win

Reuters

LONDON: Dubai's ruler, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid al-Mak-
toum, has been ordered by the 
High Court in London to provide 
a British record of more than 554 
million pounds ($733 million) to 
settle a custody battle with his 
ex-wife over their two children.

The bulk of the massive award 
to Princess Haya bint al-Husse-
in, half-sister of Jordan's King 
Abdullah, and the couple's two 
children, is to ensure their life-
time security, not least to ad-
dress the "grave risk" posed to 
them by the sheikh himself, the 
judge, Philip Moor, said.

The judge said: "She is not 
asking for an award for herself 
other than for security" and to 
compensate her for the posses-
sions she lost as a result of the 
marital breakdown.

He directed Mohammed to 
make a one-off payment of 251.5 
million pounds within three 
months to Haya for the upkeep of 
her British mansions, to cover the 
money she said she was owed for 
jewellery and racehorses, and for 
her future security costs.

The sheikh, vice president and 
prime minister of the United 
Arab Emirates, was also told to 
provide 3 million pounds to-
wards the education of Jalila, 
14, and Zayed, 9, and 9.6 million 
pounds in arrears. He was also 

asked to pay 11.2 million pounds 
a year for the children's main-
tenance, and for their security 
when they become adults.

These payments will be guar-
anteed via a 290 million pound 
security held by HSBC bank. 
The final sum, despite being be-
lieved by some London lawyers 
to be the largest public award 
ever ordered by an English fam-
ily court, is less than half of the 
1.4 billion pounds that Haya had 
originally sought.

During almost seven hours of 
testimony, Haya, 47, said a large 
one-off payment would allow 
for a clean break and remove the 
sheikh's hold over her and their 
children.

"I really want to be free and I 
want them to be free," she told 
the court.

The huge financial settlement 
is the latest development in a 
legal saga that began when the 
princess fled to Britain in April 
2019, fearing for her safety after 
she began an affair with one of 
her bodyguards, and a month af-
ter she had asked the sheikh for 
a divorce.

Later that year, the London 
court ruled Mohammed had car-
ried out a campaign of threats 
and intimidation that made her 
fear for her life, and that he had 
also previously abducted and 
mistreated two of his daughters 
by another marriage.

Centre Blocks 20 Anti-
India  YouTube Channels, 2 
Websites Being Run From Pak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The information 
and broadcasting ministry on 
Tuesday said in a "closely co-
ordinated" effort with intelli-
gence agencies, it has ordered 
blocking of 20 YouTube chan-
nels and two websites as they 
were spreading anti-India pro-
paganda and fake news.

On Monday, the ministry is-
sued two orders, one directing 
video sharing platform YouTube 
to block the 20 channels and the 
other, for blocking of the news 
websites.

"The channels and the web-
sites belong to a coordinated 
disinformation network operat-
ing from Pakistan and spreading 
fake news about various sensi-
tive subjects related to India," 
the information and broadcast-
ing ministry said in a statement 
on Tuesday.

The channels were used to 
post "divisive content in a co-
ordinated manner on topics like 
Kashmir, Indian army, minor-

ity communities in India, Ram 
Mandir, General Bipin Rawat 
etc", it said.

The modus operandi of the 
anti-India disinformation cam-
paign involved the Naya Paki-
stan Group (NPG), operating 
from Pakistan, which has a net-
work of YouTube channels, and 
some other standalone YouTube 
channels not related to NPG, the 
statement said.

"In a closely coordinated effort 
between intelligence agencies 
and the ministry of information 
and broadcasting, the ministry 
on Monday ordered blocking of 
20 channels on YouTube and two 
websites spreading anti-India 
propaganda and fake news on 
the internet," it said.

Through two separate orders, 
"one for 20 YouTube channels 
directing YouTube, and the 
other for two news websites, 
requesting department of tele-
com to direct the internet ser-
vice providers for blocking of 
the news channels/portals", the 
statement said.

"
THE CHANNELS AND THE WEBSITES 
belong to a coordinated disinformation network 
operating from Pakistan and spreading fake news about 

various sensitive subjects related to India," 

Iran’s Envoy To Yemen 
Passes Away Days After 
Contracting Covid-19 After 
Delayed Evacuation

Agencies

Iran's ambassador to Yemen, 
Hassan Irloo, has passed away of 
COVID-19 complications after cer-
tain countries delayed his return 
home for medical treatment.

Irloo had earlier this week been 
repatriated from Yemen amid 
Saudi aerial blockade on the war-
torn Arab country to receive treat-
ment at a hospital in Tehran.

Saeed Khatibzadeh, spokes-
man for Iran’s Foreign Ministry, 
said the envoy passed away 
from complications related to 
the coronavirus in the early 
hours of Tuesday.

He said Irloo was transferred 
to the country in a “bad state” 
and due to “late cooperation” of 
some countries, a reference to 
Saudi Arabia

A war veteran, Irloo had sus-
tained injuries from chemical 
warfare attacks on Iran during 
Iraq’s 1980-88 imposed war, 
backed by the West.

He contracted the coronavirus 
at the place of his mission, and 
passed away early on Tuesday 
“despite undergoing all stages of 
treatment to improve his condi-
tion”, Khatibzadeh said.

The envoy was transferred from 
Sana’a to Iran late on Saturday. His 
repatriation was reportedly de-
layed by the Saudi authorities. 

The Wall Street Journal 
claimed on Friday that the en-
voy showed no signs of CO-
VID-19, and quoted anonymous 
officials from the Mideast and 
Western officials as saying that 
the ambassador was recalled to 
Tehran over "strains with the 
Ansarullah movement."

Tehran rejected the claims, 
stressing that Tehran-Sana’a re-
lations are stronger than before.

Ibrahim al-Dailami, Yemen’s 
ambassador to Tehran, also dis-
missed the report in an interview 
with IRNA published on Sunday.

“We should not respond to 
such nonsense, which the Amer-
ican media publish from time to 
time in order to take advantage 
of the [dire situation] and poi-
son the atmosphere,” Dailami 
said, adding that relations be-
tween Tehran and Sana’a were 
“developing rapidly.”

Irloo officially began his dip-
lomatic mission to Yemen in 
November 2020, in defiance of 
the US opposition to close ties 
between Tehran and Sana’a.

In December 2020, he was 
sanctioned by the former US 
president Donald Trump for his 
links to the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) Quds Force. 

Saudi Arabia, backed by the US 
and regional allies, launched the 
war on Yemen in March 2015, 
with the aim of reinstalling the 
unpopular regime of Yemen’s 
former president Abd Rabbuh 
Mansur Hadi and to crush the 
popular Ansarullah movement.

The Saudi war has left hun-
dreds of thousands of Yemenis 
dead, and displaced millions 
more. It has also destroyed Ye-
men’s infrastructure and spread 
famine and infectious diseases 
in the Arab country.

Despite Saudi Arabia’s relent-
less bombardment of the impov-
erished country, Yemeni armed 
forces and the allied popular com-
mittees have grown in strength 
against the Saudi-led invaders.

Indians Ordered 115 Biryanis Per Minute In 2021: Report
IANS

T
he country's love for 
biryani only seems to be 
growing as online food 

delivery platform Swiggy said 
on Tuesday that Indians or-
dered 115 plates of biryani per 
minute in 2021.

The report mentioned that 
over 4.25 lakh new users made 
their Swiggy debut by order-
ing a chicken biryani, while the 
most binged snack of the year 
was samosa with about 5 mil-
lion orders on Swiggy, equal to 
the population of New Zealand.

"Swiggy's sixth annual 
StatEATstics report reveals 
how Indians ordered 115 
plates of biryani per minute, 
samosas equal to the popu-
lation of New Zealand, and 
enough tomatoes to play the 
Spanish Tomatina festival for 
eleven years," the company 
said in a statement.

"In 2020, 90 biryanis were 
ordered per minute, which 
has gone up to 115 in 2021, 
which comes to 1.91 per sec-
ond," the statement said.

While samosa was ordered 
six times more than Chicken 

Wings, pav bhaji was India's 
second favourite snack with 
2.1 million orders.

With a total of 2.1 mil-
lion orders, gulab jamun was 

the most ordered dessert on 
Swiggy followed by rasmalai 
with 1.27 million orders.

The search for healthy food 
on Swiggy doubled in 2021, 

and health-focused restau-
rants on Swiggy HealthHub 
witnessed a 200 per cent in-
crease in orders. Bengaluru 
emerged as the most health-
conscious city, followed by 
Hyderabad and Mumbai.

Instamart delivered over 
28 million packs of fruits and 
vegetables alone in 2021. To-
matoes, bananas, onions, po-
tatoes, and green chilies were 
the top five fruits and veggies 
delivered in under 30 minutes.

The total bananas ordered 
on Instamart outweighed the 
Statue of Liberty by 2.6 times.

"
THERE'S NO 

DOUBT THIS IS 
disappointing and will 

upset many holiday plans, 
but it's important to set 
these changes out clearly 
today so they can have time 
to consider those plans,"

Indian Army Getting New Family Of 
Anti-Tank And Anti-Personnel Mines

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The Indian Army 
is set to receive a new family of 
indigenous land mines which 
are going to replace the vin-
tage mines in its arsenal, Army 
chief General Manoj Mukund 
Naravane said on Tuesday.

In an exclusive interaction 
with ANI after inducting the 
first set of 14 of the 53 Ar-
moured Engineer Reconnais-
sance Vehicles, General Nara-
vane said the family of these 
mines developed by DRDO 
in partnership with a private 
sector firm would be inducted 
as and when they meet the re-
quirements of the users.

"A new range of mines is 
under development right from 
anti-tank and anti-personnel 
mines. This has been necessi-
tated as all our mines were of 
vintage and new protocols for 
mine warfare," he said.

On the induction of these 

mines in service, the Army 
chief said: "Each type of mine 
will get inducted as and when 
it meets user requirements 
which will be soon."

Indian Army's Corps of Engi-
neers under Engineer in Chief Lt 
Gen Harpal Singh is getting the 
new set of anti-personnel and 
anti-tank mines for acting as 
the first line of defence against 
enemy infantry and armoured 
columns or terrorist trying to 
infiltrate into own territory.

The anti-tank and anti-
personnel mines are part of a 
display here where the Corps 
of Engineers is showcasing 

the indigenous equipment 
that has been inducted into 
the Army by it for carrying out 
operations against the enemy 
and defending its own areas.

"Indian Army is going to in-
duct 7 lakh indigenously de-
veloped 'Nipun' anti-personal 
mines which carry a potent 
mix of RDX," an Army officer 
said. He said the mine has been 
developed by an Indian firm in 
partnership with the DRDO.

For taking care of the enemy 
tank regiments, the corps of 
engineers is carrying out tri-
als of the Vibhav and Vishal 
next generation made in India 
anti-tank mines. These highly 
effective mines have been de-
veloped for the Indian Army 
by DRDO, and are at an ad-
vanced stage of user trials.

The new anti-tank mines 
have greater stopping power 
against enemy tanks due to 
their advanced design and 
sensors, Army officials said.



Wednesday | 22-12-2021 05STATE
TM

N E W S  M A K E R S

DELIMITATION EXERCISE

RSS Has ‘Hatched Conspiracy 
To Change Demography’: Soz

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Former Union 
Minister Prof Saifuddin Soz on 
Tuesday claimed that the en-
tire process of delimitation is 
a “conspiracy hatched” by the 
RSS to change the demography 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

“The entire process of Delim-
itation in Jammu and Kashmir 
smacks of a conspiracy hatched 
by the RSS to change the de-
mography of the State and ul-
timately install a Hindu Chief 
Minister in Jammu and Kash-
mir”, Soz said in a statement.

He said, the RSS seems to 
have succeeded in making the 
J&K Delimitation Commission 
propose six additional Assem-
bly seats for Jammu and only 
one seat for Kashmir and al-
leged that the recommenda-
tion of the Commission goes 
against the most crucial crite-

ria for Delimitation that is pop-
ulation and the same attitude 
shows the Commission itself in 
extremely poor light.

The census of 2011 shows 
the population of Kashmir as 
69,07,623, Jammu as 53,50,811 and 
Ladakh as 2,90,492 Soz climed.

He also alleged that the offi-
cial website of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs has erroneously 
declined the population of 

Kashmir by almost 16 lakhs. He 
said the website states that the 
valley houses a total population 
of 5,35,811 residents, while the 
Jammu region houses 69,07623 
residents followed by Ladakh 
with 2, 90, 492 residents.

The population of Jammu 
is incorrectly quoted as 69.07 
lakhs when it is only 53.50 
lakhs, according to the census 
2011, Soz claimed.

“These are RSS games for 
which it has now tasked MHA to 
do its biddings in the so-called 
National Interest”, he said and 
added “ these Blind-Men of Hin-
dustan do not seem to be taking 
any notice of the repercussions 
of its games at the National and 
International level”.

He said, the general run of 
people of Kashmir wants to 
show respect to the Constitu-
tional relationship between J&K 
State and the Union of India.

Another Senior Leader 
Resigns In Blow To NC

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The National Confer-
ence (NC) has suffered yet an-
other setback in Jammu as senior 
leader Anil Dhar resigned from 
the party, blaming its leader-
ship for allegedly holding former 
governor Jagmohan responsible 
for the migration of Kashmiri 
Pandits from the Valley in 1990.

Dhar also objected to the re-
cent statements of NC leader-
ship with "communal overtones 
and bias against Hindus".

Dhar, who was earlier NC's 
vice-provincial president of the 
Jammu region, announced the 
decision to quit the party on 
Monday night.

"I regret to point out that 
leadership of NC has lost in-
terest in the cause of Kashmiri 
Pandits. This was recently high-
lighted when the leadership of 
NC recently said the then Gov-
ernor Jagmohan was respon-
sible for the exodus of Kashmiri 

Hindus," he said.
"This is contrary to the fact 

that it was Pakistan and its 
proxies, which still continue to 
be responsible for exodus of KPs 
from the Valley", he said.

"Various statements and ut-
terances do not instill confi-
dence among Kashmiri Hindus, 
who have faced worst kind of 
genocide, persecution and may-
hem during the past three de-
cades, he said.

"In fact, the latest statements 
of (NC vice president) Omar 
Abdullah reflect communal 
overtones and give a feeling of 
bias against the Hindus", he said.

He said he has lost faith in the 
NC due to such remarks.

"In view of all of this, I have 
lost faith in the National Confer-
ence and as such I resign from 
basic membership of the party 
as well as all the posts held by 
me after serving party for the 
past 30 years", Dhar said in a let-
ter to NC chief Farooq Abdullah.

5-Day Int’l Workshop On Arabic 
Translation Begins At IUST

Observer News Service

AWANTIPORA: Considering the 
significance of translation in lit-
erary traditions, Five Days Inter-
national Workshop on 'Arabic 
Translation: Theories and Praxis' 
organised by the Department of 
Arabic Language and Literature, 
Islamic University of Science and 
Technology (IUST) commenced 
here Monday, in which experts 
from different Universities in-
cluding Jamia Milia Islamia New 
Delhi, Hail University of Saudi 
Arabia, University of Bejai Algeria, 
University of Malang Indonesia 
will be delivering lectures.

During the Inaugural Ceremony, 
Vice Chancellor, IUST Prof. Shakil 
Ahmad Romshoo ,who was also 
the Chief Guest on the occasion, 
congratulated the department for 
organizing this highly relevant 
workshop that targets the con-
temporary scenario. Prof. Romshoo 
shed light on the importance of 
Arabic language from the Quranic 
perspective as well as global con-
text. While appreciating the his-
torical background of the language, 
he underlined the need to offer 
diploma and other certificate pro-
grammes in Arabic translation that 

could help create pool of profes-
sionals proficient in this language.

 “Arabic is spoken by over 400 
million people as a second or for-
eign language. It is thus one of the 
most widespread languages in the 
world. The Quran gave it a signifi-
cance that lasted some 1400 years, 
and it is used far beyond the bor-
ders” Prof. Romshoo said. He also 
highlighted the salience of know-
ing multiple languages in present 
times which would open multiple 
career avenues for our youth.

Guest of Honour, Registrar IUST 
Prof. Naseer Iqbal also shared his 
remarks during the session and en-
visioned the importance of focusing 
more on learning the role of Arabic 
and other languages in different 
spheres of life and finding opportu-
nities in sectors like tourism.

He highlighted the rich past of 
Kashmir in this regard and said, 
"Linguistic and literary tradition of 
Kashmir shaped the socioeconom-

ic setup of the people of Kashmir.”
Prof. Habibullah Khan, Depart-

ment of Arabic Jamia Milia Islamia, 
New Delhi  who was the Keynote 
Speaker at the event highlighted the 
importance of Arabic language from 
the lens of job market. Prof. Khan 
while sharing his concern about 
misconceptions prevalent among 
people said, “some cultures con-
sider Arabic as an old language be-
longing to specific religion, region, 
and theology etc which is not true”.

 While focusing on the job 
market Prof Khan who has been 
a translator during many inter-
national diplomatic and cultural 
events of India said, "Arabic speak-
ing countries are very important 
for India in terms of trade, busi-
ness and employment because 
we consider these countries  as 
our extended neighbours, which 
makes focus on this language im-
portant and our role as centres of 
teaching and learning significant."

Communal Bonhomie

Muslims Perform Last Rites 
Of Pandit Lady In Tral
SRINAGAR: In yet another in-
stance of communal harmony, 
the local Muslims in south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district 
Tuesday helped perform the last 
rites of a 71-year-old Kashmiri 
Pandit lady who died on Mon-
day evening.

Setting an example of com-
munal harmony and brother-
hood, the local Muslims in main 
town Tral in Pulwama district 
came together to help perform 
the last rites of their elderly lady 
Pandit neighbour.

Shishi Raina, wife of Pandit 
Nath Raina, resident of main town 
Tral Monday evening died after a 
brief illness on Monday evening.

As only few family mem-
bers were around, Nath's lo-
cal friends and neighbors from 
the Muslim community took it 
upon themselves to help per-
form his last rites.

The local Muslims organized 

and performed his last rites and 
mourned her death as one of 
their own. They shouldered her 
coffin and arranged wood for 
the cremation in the town.

“She was one of us. We never 
thought of him as a Kashmir 
Pandit. We arranged everything 
needed for the cremation,” said 
Abdul Gani, a middle aged man 
from the locality.

“She has been living here 
among us for many years. We 
have lived alongside each other 
and done everything together,” 
said another local.

Locals said that this family 
has never left Kashmir despite 
facing many problems and it 
was our duty to help them.

“Once we heard about her 
sad demise, locals rushed to the 
spot and arranged everything 
and took part in his last rites 
like they took part in last rites of 
Muslims,” they said—(KNO)

Two Minors Die After 
Falling Into Pit

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Two minors died af-
ter falling into a water-filled pit 
in Chakdar Mohalla Gagal in Lo-
lab in north Kashmir's Kupwara 
district on Tuesday afternoon. 

Reports said that two chil-
dren Mustafa Ahmad Bhadana, 
son of Mohammad Qasim and 
Sumaiya Akhter, daughter of 
Abdul Kareem – both aged 6 – 
fell into a deep pit dug by a local 
contractor - to store water.

The minor duo was evacuated 
and rushed to Sub-district Hos-
pital Kupwara where both of 
them were reportedly declared 
as brought dead on arrival. 

The families of victims how-
ever alleged the doctors at SDH 
Kupwara of negligence and raised 
slogans against district adminis-
tration and medical authorities. 
The families claimed that both 
the children were 'alive when 
brought to the health facility'.

 “Both of them were still 
breathing when we brought 
them to the hospital”, the fam-
ily members as per GNS said, 
adding there was a single doc-
tor available at the hospital who 
just kept on shrugging the chil-
dren for half an hour. “That is all 
he did”, they said.

The medical authorities 
however contested the claims, 
saying both the children were 
brought dead at the hospital.

A police official confirming 
the incident told GNS that in-
vestigations have been initiated 
into the matter.

Meanwhile when contacted 
Deputy Commissioner Kup-
wara, Imam-ud-Din told GNS 
that an enquiry has been or-
dered into the matter. “SDM Lo-
lab has been made enquiry of-
ficer to reveal the facts into the 
incident”, he said adding once 
the probe is over it will be made 
public accordingly.

Militant Associate Held 
In Baramulla
SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday claimed to have arrested a militant 
associate of Lashkar-i-Taiba in north Kashmir's Baramulla district.

A senior police officer said that a militant associate of LeT was 
arrested during Naka checking at Kralhar railway station.

The officer identified militant associate as Faisal Ahmed Dar 
son of Mushtaq Ahmed Dar resident of Maldara Shopian.

From his possession 10 rounds of pistol were also recovered 
and a FIR No 271/2021, U/S  7/25  Arms Act  has been registered 
in Police Station Baramulla in this regard, the officer added.(GNS)

2 Held With 300 Kgs 
In Udhampur
JAMMU: Two drug peddlers were arrested with over 300 kilo-
grams of poppy in Jammu and Kashmir's Udhampur district on 
Tuesday, officials said.

On specific information, a police party intercepted a vehicle for 
checking on highway at Chennai, they said.

During search of the vehicle, 300 kilograms & 350 grams of 
poppy was recovered from the truck which was kept in the body 
of the truck hidden along with apple boxes, they said.

The accused driver Mudat Kumar along with Sohan Singh were ar-
rested on the spot, police said, adding their vehicle has also been seized.

LG Tells Newly Appointed VC

‘Take SKUAST To Higher 
Echelons Of Success In 
Academics And Innovation’

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Tuesday asked newly 
appointed Vice-Chancellor of 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Tech-
nology (SKUAST-Kashmir) to 
take University to higher eche-
lons of success in academics, in-
novation, and research activities.

According to an official 
spokesperson, the LG made 
these remarks during his inter-
action with Prof. Nazir Ah. Ga-
nai, Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-
Kashmir, at the Raj Bhavan on 
Tuesday, an official spokesper-
son said.

The LG, he said, asked the 
Vice-Chancellor to endeavour 
for taking the University to 
higher echelons of success in 
academics, innovation, and re-
search activities.

He impressed upon him to 
lay special focus on taking the 

research activities from Labs to 
the field for providing best sci-
entific methods to the farmers 
for increasing their production 
and income.

Meanwhile, a delegation led 
by Muhammad Aaqib Ren-
zushah, Corporator ward-03, 
Brein, Srinagar also called on LG 
apprised him about the func-
tioning of Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation, besides presenting 
the demand of best facilities of 
sports for the youth of his con-
stituency. The members of the 
delegation also put forth the 
demand for deferral of the Pros-
ecuting Officer (Mains) exam.

“The Lt Governor impressed 
upon the young Corporator to 
continue his efforts for raising 
the issues of public importance. 
He assured the members of the 
delegation that their demand 
would be looked into by con-
cerned authorities for appropri-
ate action on merit,” the official 
spokesperson said.

...OMICRON SCARE

3 People With Foreign Travel 
History Discharged After 
Testing Negative

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Amid the threat of 
Omnicron variant, three per-
sons who had foreign travel his-
tory and were tested positive for 
Covid-19 have been discharged 
from DRDO hospital Jammu af-
ter testing negative.

Top health officials from 
Jammu said that all the three 
persons from Jammu who had 
foreign travel history and were 
tested positive for Covid-19 on 
return and later shifted to DRDO 
hospital have been discharged 
as their recent RT-PCR tests 
have come negative.

They said that there is no pos-
itive patient in the hospital who 
has foreign travel history.

It is pertinent to mention here 
that in the second week of the 
ongoing month, three persons 
from Jammu with foreign travel 
history were tested positive 
for Covid-19 and their samples 
were sent for genome sequenc-
ing to check the presence of 
new variant Omnicron.

Three persons with travel his-

tory of Ireland, Italy and France 
were found positive for Cov-
id-19 through RT-PCR.

“Their samples were sent to 
Delhi for genome sequencing to 
check whether all three or any 
one of them is Omicron infect-
ed,” officials said.

Medical Superintendent 
DRDO hospital Jammu Dr 
Narinder Bhatial said that all 
three patients with foreign trav-
el history who had come volun-
tarily to the hospital after test-
ing positive for Covid-19 have 
been discharged from DRDO 
Jammu after their recent RT-
PCR came negative.

He said that the trio was as-
ymptomatic from day one and 
after the discharge they were 
asked to remain in home isola-
tion for seven days as per proto-
col despite testing negative now.

He added that the report of 
the genome sequencing of the 
person with Ireland has been 
found negative for the new vari-
ant, however, reports of other 
two are yet to be received—
(KNO)

Mehta Stresses For Conservation, 
Management Of All 650 Wetlands

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Chief Secretary, 
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta on Tues-
day chaired a meeting to re-
view the functioning of various 
wings of the Forest, Ecology & 
Environment Department.

Commissioner/Secretary, For-
est, Ecology & Environment De-
partment along with Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forest, Di-
rector, Ecology, Environment & 
Remote Sensing, Chairman and 
Member Secretary, Pollution Con-
trol Board (PCB), and concerned 

HoDs participated in the meeting.
It was informed that under 

Har Gaon Haryali, the Depart-
ment has covered 1679 pan-
chayats and distributed 20.68 
lakh plants and 18.27 lakh seed 
balls/ patch sowing grass slips.

Towards promoting eco-
tourism in Jammu and Kashmir, 
the Department has developed 
various facilities including 
walking trails, camping sites, 
and directional/ informational 
signage at Bangus, Kiterdhagi, 
Reshwari, Badrakali, Venkura, 
and Rosi-Gali, among others. 

Meanwhile, the Department 
has also opened up 49 forest 
huts for tourists and opera-
tionalized 20 eco-trails across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Department is also dedi-
catedly pursuing the develop-
ment of the City Biodiversity 
Index, Local Biodiversity Strat-
egy, and Action Plan for Jammu 
and Srinagar cities.

Under the Green India Mis-
sion, which is being implement-
ed in the Union territory for the 
first time, the Department will 
work towards increasing forest 
cover and improving ecosystem 
services including biodiver-
sity conservation, hydrological 
services, and carbon seques-
tration.Besides, forest-based 
livelihood income will also be 
boosted and alternate fuel en-
ergy will be provided to 10,000 
households.
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“
ARABIC IS SPOKEN BY OVER 400 
million people as a second or foreign language. It is 
thus one of the most widespread languages in the 

world. The Quran gave it a significance that lasted some 
1400 years, and it is used far beyond the borders”

A FISHERMAN lifts his net from the waters of Dal Lake to check the catch. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

Youth From North Kashmir's 
Sopore Develops Health 
Prediction App

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- An engineering stu-
dent from north Kashmir’s Sopore 
says he has developed a health 
prediction application “Smart 
health prediction system”.

Ishfaq Ahmad Wani son of Mo-
hammad Ashraf Wani from Dan-
gerpora  area of Sopore, a software 
engineering student at Bhargawa 
college of engineering and tech-
nology Jammu says he has made 
health related application “Smart 
health prediction system”.

Ishfaq says it is an intelligent 
health prediction system that 
can transform the way people 
take charge of their health 
while also connecting them to 
the nearest healthcare provid-
ers immediately.

“Many times patients are un-
able to access healthcare services 
due to some reason or the other. 
The smart health prediction sys-
tem seeks to solve this problem by 
enabling patients to get instance 
healthcare advice and guidance 

online from licensed medical 
practitioners,” Ishfaq added.

“The smart health prediction 
application is an online consul-
tation system for users. The sys-
tem is fed with huge volumes of 
healthcare data (symptoms and 
the diseases or health issues 
associated with those symp-
toms),” said Ishfaq .

Ishfaq says that his grandfa-
ther Haji Mohammad Samandar 
Wani is his inspiration behind 
developing this application. 
"My grandfather always taught 
me to help other," he said.
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Why Is There No State Eligibility Test For Hospitality 
And Tourism Management Degree Holders In J&K? 

W
e, the undersigned, 
have completed our 
post-graduate de-
grees in Hospitality 
and Tourism Man-

agement from various universities 
across India. Currently, some of us 
are employed by various colleges 
across Jammu and Kashmir on a tem-
porary basis. We want to bring to 
your notice that while Kashmir Uni-
versity conducts the State Eligibility 

Test for all other streams, our stream 
is left out for unknown reasons. Due 
to this exclusion, we have been fac-
ing stumbling blocks as without hav-
ing qualified for the State Eligibly 
Test, we are ineligible for temporary 
or permanent jobs. The test is also a 
stepping stone for the PhD degree, 
and in its absence, we can neither 
apply for jobs nor pursue our stud-
ies further. This discriminatory atti-
tude of the education system of Jam-

mu and Kashmir towards a stream 
whose expertise it could use for en-
hancing the tourism and hospitality 
industry in UT is utterly disappoint-
ing. The tourism and hospitality in-
dustry is one of the major pillars of 
J&K’s economy, yet we do not find a 
place in its education system despite 
desirable qualifications. The situa-
tion has forced many of us to fold our 
degrees forever and strive for other 
means of livelihood in a place that 

does not hold much promise for the 
educated and deserving. 

We earnestly request you to direct 
the concerned authorities to make 
necessary arrangements for conduct-
ing State Eligibility Test for Hospital-
ity and Tourism Management like 
other streams so that our careers are 
not jeopardised. 

Eijaz Ajsi 

Persist With Probe

On Inquiry Into 
Pegasus Surveillance

I
t is difficult to disagree with the argument that there cannot be a 
parallel probe by any inquiry commission into the allegations of 
unlawful surveillance using the Pegasus spyware after the Supreme 
Court ordered an independent inquiry. It is no surprise, then, that 
the top court has stayed the functioning of the Commission con-

stituted by the West Bengal government and headed by retired judge, 
Justice Madan B. Lokur. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee had taken note 
of the allegations of surveillance that possibly targeted personages in 
West Bengal, and was on good legal ground when she took the first le-
gal step towards unearthing the truth. It was a step that was warranted 
by the circumstances then, given the Union government’s refusal to ac-
knowledge that it possessed such spyware or whether those identified 
by an international media investigation as targets were subject to any 
sort of surveillance in the country. Reports by an international consor-
tium of journalists said that 300 out of 50,000 likely targets of Pegasus 
spyware were Indians. Subsequently, the Government also refused to 
cede any ground in the Supreme Court, and declined to give a simple 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ reply to the Court’s questions. Stonewalling attempts to raise 
it in Parliament and sticking to its guns in Court, the Government inevi-
tably invited an order from the Court for an independent investigation. 
It is significant that the Bench, headed by the Chief Justice of India, N.V. 
Ramana, ruled that the bogey of national security was not an adequate 
reason not to have a credible inquiry into the allegations.

A fresh report suggesting that Pegasus was used to target jailed activist 
Rona Wilson’s mobile phone underscores the urgent need to persist with 
the investigation into the illegal use of the spyware in India. U.S. forensic 
investigation company Arsenal Consulting has said Mr. Wilson’s phone 
was attacked as many as 49 times and it was successfully infected by the 
time he was arrested in June 2018 for alleged involvement in the Bhima 
Koregaon case. Earlier, the firm had claimed that NetWire, a remote ac-
cess Trojan, was used to plant letters on Mr. Wilson’s computer. Advocate 
and co-accused Surendra Gadling was also targeted in the same man-
ner. These developments raise suspicion about the genuineness of the 
evidence being relied upon to try him and others for an unsubstantiated 
Maoist plot. There is little doubt that the Court-ordered probe by ex-
perts supervised by a panel headed by the retired Supreme Court judge, 
Justice R.V. Raveendran, should be taken to its logical conclusion and 
the country be told whether Pegasus, or any other spyware, was used 
to infect mobile phones and other devices of lawyers, activists and jour-
nalists, among others. There is much riding on this judicially overseen 
inquiry, and it behoves the government of the day to extend its full co-
operation and not pose any impediment to its independent functioning.

The Hindu

Global Ramifications Of Controversial 
UK Nationality Bill

The Bill Would Enable The Government To Withdraw Citizenship 
To A Person Without Informing

Asad Mirza

T
he controversial Nationality 
and Borders Bill was intro-
duced by the ruling Conser-
vative Party in the House of 
Commons on 6 July 2021. 

The bill has now progressed to the 
House of Lords, and if passed it 
would impact the current UK immi-
gration system as it relates to asylum 
seekers and refugees; and does this 
primarily by introducing a two-tier 
system for asylum-seekers arriving 
in the UK, based on method of arrival.

In addition, as per other measures 
recommended if voted to a Law, the 
bill would put at risk the future of 
six million minorities living in Brit-
ain. Majority of British citizens who 
possess dual passports, fear that 
they would become more vulner-
able and victims of discrimination 
in a legal manner. The government 
earlier had the power to withdraw 
nationality but after notifying the 
affected person. 

The Bill also includes clauses to al-
low the UK to be able to send asylum 
seekers, particularly the boat refu-
gees from various Muslim countries 
to a “safe third country” and to sub-
mit claims at a “designated place” 
determined by the Secretary of State.

The Indian-origin British Home Sec-
retary Priti Patel said the Bill would 
tackle illegal immigration and the 
“underlying pull factors into the UK’s 
asylum system”. The government in 
its defence asserts that the bill looks 
to alter the current system for asylum 
claims and appeals, as well as looking 
to stop the flow of people-smuggling 
and modern slavery. 

Why the controversy?

The bill has been criticised by the 
opposition Labour Party and also 
some members of the Conservative 
party. Former Conservative minister 
David Davis described the plans to 
strip people of British citizenship as 
“uncivilised” and “legally disputable”.

Under existing law, deprivation of 
citizenship can be executed for those 
people who are considered to pose a 
threat to the UK – based on terrorism 
or war crimes records – or if they ob-
tained their citizenship fraudulently.

However, as reported by differ-
ent newspapers in November, home 
secretary Priti Patel surreptitiously 
introduced a provision that would 
allow the government to strip people 
of their British citizenship without 
notice. And this move has set the 
alarm bells ringing.

The British Nationality Act 1981 re-
quires the secretary of state to give a 
person written notice of a decision to 
deprive them of their British citizen-
ship before a deprivation order can 
be made. But Clause 9 of the new bill 
exempts the government from giving 
notice if it is not “reasonably prac-
ticable” to do so, or in the interests 
of national security, diplomatic re-
lations or is otherwise in the public 
interest.

Why the criticism?

Critics say this will give the govern-
ment enormous power over British 
citizens who have another national-
ity or who may have been born else-
where. Effectively, naturalised citi-
zens can be made stateless without 
notice. The government, however, 
claims that it will not make anyone 
stateless and will not affect their 
right to appeal.

Citizenship stripping can take place 
for public interest reasons, mostly 
connected to national security and 

counter-terrorism. These decisions 
come into effect even before appeals 
can be processed, so it is crucial for 
the affected person to be notified. 
The UK has had a recent, significant 
rise in citizenship deprivations. Most 
have taken place when the British 
citizen is already overseas, so they 
would be unlikely to know about 
cancellation orders and would find it 
difficult to appeal.

Mr Davis also said his amendment 
to clause nine of the bill would have 
still enable the home secretary to de-
prive a person of British citizenship 
but it would remove the right to do it 
without notification.

The British Law Society giving its take 
on the Bill says that “We believe this 
bill contains a number of measures 
which are, or are likely to be incompat-
ible with international law, damage ac-
cess to justice, and impact on the role 
of lawyers in immigration cases.”

It further says that “We're con-
cerned that allowing differential 
treatment of refugees depending 
on how they arrive in the UK would 
penalise those arriving via irregular 
means; this is incompatible with the 
UK’s obligations under the Refugee 
Convention 1951.”

In its recommendations to the gov-
ernment, the Society says that “We 
believe the government should re-
move provisions that are likely to be 
incompatible with international law; 
this includes provisions that relate 
to the differential treatment of refu-
gees based on their mode of arrival, 
increase the standard of proof for es-
tablishing whether someone is a refu-

gee, and re-define what is considered 
a particularly serious crime, remove 
provisions that would harm access to 
justice; including those that reduce 
safeguards in relation to appeals, and 
unfairly penalise late submission of 
evidence, remove the power for the 
Immigration Tribunal to impose ad-
ditional fines on lawyers.

Devyani Prabhat, Professor in Law 
at University of Bristol says that cur-
rently, no other country can make its 
own citizens stateless by depriving 
them of citizenship.

In an article on Conversation.com, 
Prof. Prabhat further says that the 
UK’s citizenship deprivation prac-
tice affects minorities and those of 
migrant heritage much more than it 
does white British nationals born in 
Britain. Taking away notification re-
quirements will make appeals even 
harder. Even without this change, 
deprivation laws risk alienating mi-
nority communities, but with it, po-
tential challenges in courts will be 
eliminated at source.

Human rights organisation Am-
nesty International says, if passed, 
the Bill "will create significant ob-
stacles and harms to people seek-
ing asylum in the UK's asylum 
system" and that the legislation 
undermines the Refugee Conven-
tion and the UK's obligations un-
der the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child and the Convention on 
Reduction of Statelessness.

In October, a team of leading immi-
gration lawyers also concluded that 
the controversial bill breaches inter-
national and domestic law in at least 
10 different ways and accused the 
government of "riding roughshod" 
over its obligations. Leading the 
team, human rights QC Raza Husain 
said, if passed, the legislation would 
lead to challenges under internation-
al human rights and refugee treaties.

It seems as if the Conservative 
government of Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson is keen to move away from 
the liberal policy that Britain had 
adopted since the 1940s, and par-
ticularly during the last 40 years or 
so, motivating the talented to join its 
workforce. This had slowly resulted 
in making the UK a multi-ethnic, 
multilingual and multi-religious so-
ciety. Though racial prejudice still 
persisted, it was possible to protest 
in the name of British law and juris-
prudence. But now it may not be pos-
sible in the future.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not neces-
sarily represent the editorial stance 

of Kashmir Observer 

Asad Mirza is a political commenta-
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PRITI PATEL ( Home Secretary of the United Kingdom) look-alike tears up a 'I Welcome Refugees’ sign. | Amnesty International UK

HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANISATION AMNESTY 
International says, if passed, the Bill "will create 
significant obstacles and harms to people seeking asylum 

in the UK's asylum system" and that the legislation 
undermines the Refugee Convention and the UK's obligations 
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Convention on Reduction of Statelessness

CRITICS SAY THIS 

WILL GIVE THE 
government enormous 

power over British citizens 
who have another 
nationality or who may have 
been born elsewhere. 
Effectively, naturalised 
citizens can be made 
stateless without notice.

Contentious Proposal

I
n a move that has been unanimously slammed by 
the major political parties in Jammu and Kashmir, 
the draft paper of the Delimitation Commission has 
proposed seven additional Assembly seats for Jam-
mu and Kashmir — six in Jammu division and one 

in Kashmir valley. The commission has also proposed re-
serving nine seats for Scheduled Tribes on the basis of 
population. Seven seats are proposed for the Scheduled 
Caste community. These additions have taken the total 
Assembly constituencies in Jammu and Kashmir to 90.  
The number of seats in Jammu increased from 37 to 43, 
while the number of seats in Kashmir went from 46 to 47.  

The figures show a glaring difference in the seat shar-
ing between two regions. And this has become a huge 
bone of contention in J&K with political parties like 
National Conference, the PDP,  the People’s Conference 
and even the Apni Party terming the new delimitation 
as “totally unacceptable.”

Also, the move has caused deep unease in  Kashmir Val-
ley, with people seeing in it a design to disempower the 
majority community in the state. People widely believe 
that the new seat-sharing does not reflect the new elec-
toral ground reality but are designed to ‘correct’ the al-
leged imbalance in the electoral representation between 
Jammu and Kashmir. And this has been done now. In 
Kashmir, there was always an apprehension that the new 
delimitation of seats is geared to benefit Jammu. The 
leaders of the ruling party had made no bones about en-
hancing the number of seats in Jammu in a way that may 
pave way for a Hindu Chief Minister for the former state. 

This premeditated approach to the exercise has un-
dermined its credibility. From the looks of it, it seems 
geared to favour one community only with a full back-
ing of the state. And that too without taking the state's 
political parties on board, let alone starting a public 
debate.  Delimitation of constituencies is very conten-
tious in nature and  it is important to build  a politi-
cal and public consensus  before the government seeks 
to go about the exercise.  And this is something which 
only a democratically elected government is capable of 
achieving. But the union government has chosen to do 
it during the Lieutenant Governor's rule. It would be all 
good if the delimitation commission was seen to be act-
ing transparently and fairly but this is not the case.  So, 
it is incumbent on the government to review the pro-
posals and address the grievances in Kashmir. 
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National Mathematics Day

On Ramanujan And His Mathematics

T
he national mathematics 
day has been celebrated 
every year since its in-
ception a decade ago in 
2012. It is now in double 

figures. The day is celebrated to 
pay homage to one of the fin-
est, yet, arguably, the most “un-
refined” Indian mathematician, 
Srinivasa Ramanujan, the one 
who is now popularly known as 
the man who knew infinity owing 
to the movie with the same title 
that made its first appearance half 
a dozen years back in 2015.

Ramanujan was born in 1887 
at Erode in Madras and had the 
strongest and the strangest liking, 
which could be termed as obses-
sion, for numbers and mathemat-
ics. The saga of how he made it to 
being elected as a Fellow of the 
Royal Society is inspiring, on one 
hand, and enervating, on the oth-
er. He was unrefined, unpolished 
and far from being properly edu-
cated. Yet he was one of his kind, 
unbelievable and far from the pro-
saic stuff.             

Ramanujan’s collaboration with 
G. H. Hardy left a lasting influ-
ence on both. When Ramanujan 
died at the age of thirty three, 
Hardy said something that ap-
pears indicative of Hardy’s dis-
satisfaction and displeasure at 
being departed from Ramanu-
jan. He said, "No mathematician 
should ever allow him to forget 
that mathematics, more than any 
other art or science, is a young 
man's game. Galois died at twen-
ty-one, Abel at twenty-seven, 
Ramanujan at thirty-three, Rie-
mann at forty. There have been 
men who have done great work 
later; [but] I do not know of a 
single instance of a major math-
ematical advance initiated by a 
man past fifty. A mathematician 
may still be competent enough 
at sixty, but it is useless to expect 
him to have original ideas." It was 
nothing less than a vent to the 
frustration Hardy experienced at 
the untimely demise of Ramanu-
jan.

Ramanujan's early marriage, his 
lack of being well-versed with the 
formal education and his being but-
ter-fingered when it came to proofs 
could have only added to his woes, 
however, none of these became a 
deterrent to his untiring pursuit for 

mathematics, thanks to Hardy. His 
work on elliptic functions and par-
titions brought to light his acumen 
and the kind of intuition he pos-
sessed. If there was one thing that 
Ramanujan had in abundance when 
there was a paucity of the same in 
others, it was his intuition. 

Ramanujan’s notebooks are an-
other wonder. In his book, ‘The 
Discovery of Ramanujan’s Lost 
Notebook’, Georg Andrews wrote 
that he was already an advanced 
researcher in fields, such as mock 
theta functions and hypergeomet-
ric series. Ramanujan stood much 
ahead of his time. 

Having mastered S. L. Loney’s 
famous book on trigonometry at 
the age of thirteen was a feat that 
speaks for itself. This book along-
side the book titled, A Synopsis of 
Elementary Results in Pure and Ap-
plied Mathematics culminated 
and resulted in giving a meaning-
ful and impactful impetus to Ra-
manujan’s life.

Some authors have likened 
his intimacy with numbers 
to that of Milton’s mastery 
over words. His famous re-
sponse to Hardy about the 
latter’s remark on 1729 be-
ing a number with not very 
interesting properties is 
indicative of how closely 
and deeply he was in 
love with numbers 
and mathematics. 
He is reported to 
have remarked 
that 1729 is the 
smallest num-
ber capable of 
being written 
as the sum of 
two cubes in 
two different 
ways. 

There is a 
lot more to 
know about 
this pure 
mathemati-
cian, Ramanujan. ‘The man who 
knew infinity, the book and the 
movie, besides Hardy’s master-
piece, ‘A mathematician’s apology’ 
are some of the sources to know 
more about Ramanujan. 

The revolutionary, inspiring and 
somewhat mysterious life of Ra-
manujan came to a close when he 
was merely 33 in 1921. 

Now that we 
are celebrat-
ing the 
n a t i o n a l 

mathematics day, we must not 
confine it to mere celebrations 
and commemoration. Schools, 
colleges and universities need 
to inculcate in the students the 
kind of love Ramanujan had 
for mathematics.  It would be 
no exaggeration to declare that 
knowledge of mathematics is an 
indicator of how progressed and 

advanced a society is. Ra-
manujan has left us a 

very rich legacy, the 
legacy of original-

ity and that of unconditional love 
for research and discoveries. The 
legacy is to be capitalized upon 
and continued. An evident and 
prominent lesson we can derive 
from Ramanujan’s story is that of 
singleness of purpose. 

The author is an Assistant professor 
Government Degree College Sopore 
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Maths And Poetry: Beauty Is The Link
For Both Mathematics And Poetry, The ‘Less Is More’ Principle Often Applies

M
athematicians are not 
renowned for their 
ability to reach the 
deepest recesses of 
the human soul. This 

talent is usually associated with great 
artists and musicians, and a good 
poet can move us profoundly with a 
few well-chosen words.

William Rowan Hamilton, whose 
work we celebrate during Maths 
Week, was an innovative mathe-
matician and physicist of the high-
est order. One of his brilliant ideas 
was that the unfortunately-named 
imaginary numbers – in truth, no 
less real than any other numbers – 
could be regarded as the second ele-
ments of pairs of real numbers, with 
clearly defined arithmetic rules for 
manipulating them. With this in-

sight, he banished a mystery that 
had overshadowed mathematics for 
centuries.

Hamilton did not confine his 
thoughts to mathematics. In a lec-
ture on astronomy in 1832, he spoke 
of the strong resemblance between 
poetry and science, of the enthusi-
asm that both can inspire, and of the 
power that both possess “to lift the 
mind above the dull stir of Earth”. 
His poetic output was impressive 
more for its volume than its quality. 
Perhaps it was fortunate that an-
other William, his friend the aptly-
named Wordsworth, firmly advised 
him to stick to mathematics, lest his 
rhyming seduced him from the path 
of science that he seemed destined 
to tread.

The Link

What is the connection between 
poetry and maths? Mathematics – 
using numbers, shapes, etc – deals in 
abstractions, while poetry uses words 
and deals in emotions. Pulitzer Prize 
winner Edna St Vincent Millay, one 
of the most respected American po-
ets, gave a clue in her sonnet, “Euclid 
alone has looked on Beauty bare”. 
While pattern and structure are im-
portant for both mathematics and 
poetry, the crucial link is beauty.

The English mathematician G H 
Hardy also observed that a math-
ematician, like a poet, is a maker 
of patterns. If his patterns are more 
permanent than those of the poet, it 
is because they are made with ideas. 
But the mathematician’s patterns, 

like the poet’s must be beautiful if 
they are to have any lasting value. 
Beauty is the key.

Einstein remarked that pure math-
ematics is, in its way, the poetry of 
logical ideas. More bitingly, David 
Hilbert, upon hearing that one of 
his students had dropped maths to 
study poetry, said “Good, he did not 
have enough imagination to become 
a mathematician.”

For both mathematics and poetry, 
a homeopathic principle that “less is 
more” often applies. Mathematicians 
and poets each strive for economy 
and precision, selecting exactly the 
ideas or the words that they need to 
convey their meaning. Both activities 
are expressions of creativity, emana-
tions of the human spirit. American 
mathematician and educator David 
Eugene Smith observed that math-
ematics is the poetry of the mind 
while poetry is the mathematics of 
the heart.

Bertrand Russell wrote of pure 
mathematics having a beauty cold 
and austere, capable of a stern perfec-
tion like that of great art. Mathemat-
ics, with its abstractions, is usually 
less accessible than poetry, although 
some modern poetry is shrouded in 
obscurity, with arcane words and 
forms that compete for impenetrabil-
ity with a mathematical argument.

The beauty, if it is there, is often well 
hidden and patience is needed to ap-
preciate it. Maryam Mirzakhani, the 
first woman to win a Fields Medal – 
the Nobel Prize of maths – wrote that 
the beauty of mathematics only shows 
itself to more patient followers.

The author is emeritus professor at 
UCD School of Mathematics & Sta-

tistics – He blogs at thatsmaths.com. 
The article was originally published by 

The Irish Times

Firdous Ahmad Mala
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High Court Of Jammu & Kashmir 
And Ladakh  AT SRINAGAR 

AUCTION NOTICE

No : 339/RTS   Dated 20-12-2021
 
An open auction of some obsolete/unserviceable furniture items including 
matting/scrap and other items located in the premises of High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh at Srinagar wing will be held on 24rd December, 2021 at 2:30 p.m. 
sharp with following terms and conditions.
1.   The interested parties can inspect the material in presence of the Auction 
Committee of High Court Wing Srinagar on 24.12.2021 from 10.00 a.m. to 
12.00 noon and submit their bids for uplifting the said material by 2:30 p.m.
2.   The each interested bidder (s) should deposit Rs 5000/-, before auction-
ing the items, as security deposit in the office of undersigned.
3.   The items will be sold to the highest bidder, in case highest bidder failed 
to deposit the bid amount, then the items shall be sold to the next highest 
bidder.
4.   The successful bidder (s) will have to deposit full bidding amount on the 
same day by 4.00 p.m.
5.   The Successful bidding agencie(s) would be required to lift the items in 
one go and will be required to clear the site at their own cost within two days 
from the date of auction, failing which all deposited amount along the secu-
rity amount will be forfeited.
6.   The auctioned items will be permitted to be removed only after the en-
suring payment of full bid amount by the bidder(s) and accordingly the Gate 
Pass will be issued to the successful bidder(s).
7.   Unsuccessful bidder(s) will be returned back their deposited amount 
Rs.5000/- each on the very day after auction.
8.    The Auction Committee of High Court Wing Srinagar reserves the right 
to accept^ or rejected any/all bids without assigning any reason/notice 
thereof.

(Shabir Ahmed Baqal) 
Accounts Officer 

DIPK-15377/21  High Court J&K And Ladakh 
Srinagar

No; 27921-25    Dated 20-12-2021

Government of Jammu and Kashmir,

Office of the Deputy Director 
Law Enforcement, Kashmir

Message for Farmers
 

All the Orchardists/farming community of the valley are advised not to 
Purchase/ use the below mentioned batch No of pesticide product batch 
in their fields, which has been declared as MISBRANDED by the Central 
Insecticides Laboratory Faridabad. 

The details of MISBRANDED Pesticide product batch  is   as under:- 

S. 
No

Name of 
the Prod-
uct

Active 
Ingredient

Batch No Date of 
Manufacture

Date of 
expiry

Manufactured 
/ Marketed  By

1 Mitex Propargite 
57% EC

SSMX-110 19-04-2021 18-04-2023 Indofil Indus-
tries Ltd 

2 Aaroosh Propineb 
70% WP

C20122917 29-12-2020 28-12-2022 Coromandel 
International 
Ltd

All the Enforcement Officers/ Inspectors are directed to seize the stocks 
of the above said pesticide product batch and proceed further as per the 
provisions of Insecticides Act-1968 and Rules made there under.

 Sd/-
 DIPK-15360/21 Deputy Director Law Enforcement
            Kashmir

Issued through Information & Publications, 
Directorate of Agriculture Lalmandi, Srinagar

GOVT. OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
MEDICAL OFFICER KUPWARA

CORRIGENDUM 

Interview Notice for Hiring of Registered Pharmacists under 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendra (PMBJAK)

In partial modification to this office  Interview Notice vide  No: CMOK/
NHM/2021/2010-2014 Date:18-12-2021.   It   is   information   for   all   those   ap-
plicants   who   have   applied   as   registered   Pharmacists   for   various Pradhan   
Mantri   Bhartiya   Jan   Aushahdi   Kendras   at   various   Health   facilities   in   
District   Kupwara   in pursuance to advertisement published under DIPK-11737/21 
dated: 03rd  November 2021 that the interview has been scheduled to be held at 
Chief Medical Office Kupwara on 24th of December 2021 (Friday) at 10:00 am.

 Note:-

1.     Candidates are required to bring original testimonials, as mentioned in the ad-
vertisement notice under DIPK No: 11737/21 for hiring of Registered Pharmacists 
for various Jan Aushadhi Kendras in District Kupwara, at the time of interview fail-
ing of which they will not be allowed to appear in the interview.

2.   Candidates are informed to report well in time.

3.   No T.A/D.A is admissible/ payable for appearing in the interview.

No: CMOK/NHM/2021/2015-2019
Date: 20-12-2021                Sd/=

Chief Medical Officer 
DIPK-15320/21  Kupwara

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Department of Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation & Reconstruction

State Executive Committee Civil Secretariat, J&K.

Sub: Restrictions for COVID containment-regarding

Government Order No. 88-JK (DMRRR) of 2021 
Dated: 19.12.2021

1. Whereas, a detailed review of the current Covid-19 situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir was held by the Chief Secretary, J&K, with the ACS (Finance), ACS 
(Health and Medical Education), Principal Secretary (Home), Principal Secretary 
(PWD-R&B), ADG/IGs, Divisional Commissioners, Deputy Commissioners, Super-
intendents of Police and other officers of Jammu and Kashmir on 18.12.2021;
2.  Whereas, the above review was conducted to assess overall situation pertain-
ing to the spread of COVID-19 in Jammu and Kashmir, particularly focusing on the 
following parameters-
a.      Total weekly new cases (per million).
b.     Total positivity rate.
c.      Bed Occupancy.
d.      Case fatality rate.
e.      Vaccination coverage of targeted population.
f.      The extent of compliance to COVID Appropriate Behaviour.
3. Whereas, it was observed that there is a need to continue with the existing CO-
VID containment measures in all Districts in view of the uneven trend observed in 
daily Covid cases as well as rising positivity rate.
4.  Now therefore, the State Executive Committee, in exercise of the powers con-
ferred upon it under section 24 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005, hereby 
orders that the guidelines / instructions on COVID containment in the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir, already notified vide Government Orders 35 and 
36-JK (DMRRR) dated 29-05-2021 read with Government Orders 73-JK (DMRRR) 
dated 22-10-2021 and 82-JK(DMRRR) dated 28-11-2021 and 87-JK (DMRRR) dat-
ed 12.12.2021, shall continue to remain in force till further orders.
5.  Enforcement of Covid Appropriate Behaviour (CAB) is critical in determining 
the need for additional restrictions. The District Magistrates of J&K shall strictly 
ensure that there is full compliance to Covid Appropriate Behaviour and default-
ers are firmly dealt with under relevant sections of the Disaster Management 
Act and the Indian Penal Code. The DMs to intensify the campaigns for ensur-
ing Covid Appropriate Behaviour. Dedicated IEC, including public announcements 
through mobile vehicles must also be undertaken.
6. The DMs shall constitute inspection teams of district officers to check whether 
the instructions contained herein for enforcement of Covid Appropriate Behav-
iour (CAB) are being implemented by the concerned with due responsibility. Fur-
ther, the DMs  shall constitute joint teams of Police and Executive Magistrates for 
intensifying enforcement of Covid Appropriate Behaviour and ensure no violator 
is let off. The joint teams shall submit daily report regarding activities carried out 
by them and their assessment of compliance level.
7. The Home Secretary, Government of Jammu & Kashmir shall monitor the en-
forcement of Covid Appropriate Behaviour closely and shall submit a Report to 
the Chairperson of the State Executive Committee (Chief Secretary) on daily 
basis.
8. The Health and Medical Education Department, Jammu and Kashmir shall 
closely monitor all relevant statistics and Data in respect of Covid-19 for timely 
interventions wherever required
9. The State Executive Committee reiterates that the following measures shall 
continue to remain in force -
i. The maximum number of people permitted to attend any indoor/ outdoor 
gathering shall be strictly restricted to 25. However, in Banquet Halls in Districts 
with positivity rate below 0.2 and weekly case load below 250, gathering shall 
be permitted up to 25% of the authorised capacity, preferably in open spaces, 
for vaccinated persons/ persons with verifiable RT-PCR or RAT not older than 72 
hours.
ii. Cinema halls and theatres, and multiplexes are also allowed to function with 
25% capacity subject to condition that management will ensure strict compli-
ance of Covid Appropriate Behaviour (CAB). All District Magistrates and Superin-
tendents of Police shall ensure compliance.
iii. Swimming Pools are also allowed to function at 25% capacity subject to con-
dition that management will ensure proper Covid Appropriate Behaviour (CAB)
iv. There shall be no Weekend Curfew in any district.
v. Offline Board Examination for 12th and 10th classes shall be permitted to be 
held in staggered manner keeping in view all the Social Distancing Norms & Covid 
Appropriate Behaviour. The following directions shall be strictly adhered to by 
the concerned institutions conducting the offline board examinations:
a.  All the students coming for offline board examination to the venue shall carry 
consent for each examination duly signed by their parents/legal guardians.
b. The sanitisation of the examination hall, furniture and toilets should be carried 
out daily before and after the exams.
c. The seating arrangement should be made in such a manner that every second 
desk is left vacant to maintain physical distancing.
d. Vaccinating the teachers, staff and officials involved in conducting the exami-
nation with the cooperation of the district administration shall be made manda-
tory.
e.  There should be a thermal scanner, pulse oximeter, first aid boxes and hand 
sanitisers at the venue of the examination.
f.   All the students appearing for examination must mandatorily be wearing 
masks & arrangement to this affect needs to be ensured by the concerned insti-
tution.
g.  Separate facility should be provided to the students showing any symptoms 
like cough, common cold and flu.
h. It shall be the responsibility of Board authorities and Head of the schools to 
ensure that the Covid protocols are strictly adhered to
vi. As regards the education institutions, following directions shall be adhered to:
a.  Classes for 12th standard shall be permitted with limited in-person teaching 
not exceeding 50% on a given day, for vaccinated students and staff. Consent 
shall be obtained from the parents of all students who are willing to attend the 
school. The school premises should be thoroughly sanitised. Proper screening re-
garding vaccination should be done on the school gate. If students or teachers 
or other school staff shows symptoms of cough, cold, or fever, they will not be 
allowed to enter the school. The Head of the school must ensure that the guide-
lines related to social distancing and Covid protocols are strictly followed.
b.  Limited in-person teaching of students of 10th class, not exceeding 50% on 
any given day, and after ensuring compliance with Covid Appropriate Behaviour 
by the school authorities, can be permitted by concerned Deputy Commission-
ers after due screening through 100% Rapid Antigen Test or RT-PCR, subject to 
consent of parents and students. The schools will strictly follow Covid related 
protocols.
c.  The schools, except for relaxations as provided above for students of 12th and 
10th classes, shall continue to remain closed for on-site / in- person teaching.
d.  Limited in-person teaching of vaccinated students, not exceeding 50% on any 
given day, shall be permitted in Polytechnics and ITIs subject to consent of par-

ents and students and all measures as per Covid related protocols.
e.  Coaching Centres for Civil Services/Engineering/NEET shall be permitted with 
limited in-person teaching, for fully vaccinated staff and student, subject to con-
dition that the Head of the centre shall ensure that the guidelines related to so-
cial distancing and Covid protocols are adhered to.
f.   All other Coaching Centres, except those indicated above, shall continue to 
remain closed for onsite / in-person teaching.
g.  Higher educational institutions shall be permitted to commence limited in-
person teaching subject to 100% vaccination of staff and students   and   specific   
permission   of   concerned   Deputy
Commissioners. Such institutions can organise special vaccination camps in 
consultation with district administration. The Head of these institutions must 
ensure that the guidelines related to social distancing and Covid protocols are 
adhered to.
h. Educational institutions shall be permitted to direct attendance of vaccinated 
staff for administrative purposes only.
vii. Night Curfew shall continue to remain in force in all districts from 9 pm to 6 am 
but for those districts with positivity rate below 0.2 and weekly case load below 
250 where it would be from 11 pm to 6 am.
viii. All Deputy Commissioners shall intensify testing and ensure full utilisation 
of available RT-PCR and RAT capacities. There shall be no drop in testing levels.
ix. Chief Medical Officers of all districts shall submit a daily report regarding the 
utilisation of available RT-PCR capacities to the District Magistrates concerned. 
Besides, District Magistrates shall also go for capacity expansion of the RT-PCR 
testing as per the requirement
x. The Deputy Commissioners shall also focus on the positivity rates of the Med-
ical-Blocks under their jurisdictions. Intensified measures related to Covid man-
agement and restriction of activities shall be undertaken in these Blocks.
xi. There shall be renewed focus on Panchayat level/Medical Block mapping 
of cases and effective micro-containment zones shall be constituted wherever 
number of Covid-19 Positive cases reaches 3 or above.
xii. The DCs shall keep active track of the positivity rates in their respective ju-
risdictions. Strict perimeter control (Micro-Containment Zone) shall be imple-
mented for localities where Covid-19 Positive Cases number reaches 3 and above. 
This shall be done to ensure no movement of people in or out of these zones, 
except for medical emergencies and for maintaining supply of essential goods 
and services. Following Standard Operating Procedure shall be followed for these 
defined Micro Containment Zones:
a.      The Zone shall be confined to either 50 meters or a Single Building. A buffer 
zone of 150 meters to be put in place between Micro Containment Zone and rest 
of locality.
b.      The District Magistrates shall create as many Micro Containment Zones as 
needed and as per situation demand on ground, keeping in view the spike of 
cases.
c.      There shall be intensive house-to-house surveillance within the zone by sur-
veillance teams formed for the purpose.
d.      Testing shall be carried out as per prescribed protocol.
e.      Listing of contacts shall be carried out in respect of all persons found positive, 
along with their tracking, identification, quarantine and follow up of contacts for 
14 days (80 percent of contacts to be traced in 72 hours).
f.       Quick isolation of COVID-19 patients shall be ensured in treatment facilities/ 
home (subject to fulfilling the home isolation guidelines)..
g. Surveillance for ILI(lnfluenza Like Illness) / SARI (Severe Acute Respiratory 
Illness) cases shall be carried out in health facilities or outreach mobile units or 
through fever clinics in buffer zones.
xiii. The three - "T" protocol of testing, tracking and treating, besides vaccination, 
needs to strengthened in all Blocks. The proportion of RT-PCR tests in the total 
mix should be scaled up on best effort basis.
xiv. All Districts of J&K shall intensify efforts to ensure timely administering of 
the Second Dose of the Covid-19 vaccination in accordance with the due date for 
the same.
xv. All Districts to ensure the completion of Overdue Second Dose of Covid Vacci-
nations within a week. Overdue figures should be brought down to minimal levels 
in All Districts.
xvi. Positive cases detected because of intensive testing need to be isolated / 
quarantined at the earliest and their contacts shall also be traced and similarly 
isolated / quarantined and tested if needed
xvii. Immediate isolation and treatment of COVID-19 patients shall be ensured in 
treatment facilities / hospitals / homes.
xviii. District Magistrates shall take all necessary measures for enforcement of 
Testing protocols.
xix. All District Magistrates and Health Workers shall take all steps necessary to 
achieve the Overall objective of reducing Covid-19 incidence level.
xx. The D/o HME, GoJK, shall ensure adequate availability of COVID-19 dedicated 
health and logistics (including ambulatory) infrastructure, based on their assess-
ment of the case trajectory.
xxi. MD, NHM in consultation with the DCs shall take up Panchayat level mapping 
and data capturing on the specified portal with respect to all tests for tracking 
the positivity rates in all Panchayats and other areas in a timely manner.
8. The following categories of Incoming passengers by Air/Rail/Road to the UT 
of J&K shall NOT be required to undergo RT-PCR or Rapid Antigen Covid-19 Test 
on arrival:
i.   If they are carrying a valid and verifiable Final Certificate Report of Covid-19 
Vaccination.
ii.  If they are carrying a valid and verifiable RT-PCR Covid19 Negative report taken 
within 72 hours of arrival time.
9.   Inter State movement of passenger transport of SRTC shall be permitted for 
fully vaccinated person or persons with verifiable RT-PCR not older than 72 hours 
or based on RAT on-spot with strict compliance with CAB.
10. Entry into Parks shall be permitted to vaccinated persons only with due veri-
fication. Surprise checks shall be conducted by inspection teams to assess the 
implementation and initiate corrective measures.
11. Through the medium of an effective IEC campaign, the Department of Heath 
and Medical Education, Jammu and Kashmir and the District Disaster Manage-
ment
Authorities must ensure that the people are sensitised about the Variants of Con-
cern/Variants of Interest (VoC/Vol) of Covid-19 including the newly discovered 
Variant B.1.1.529 (Omicron)
 By Order of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Sd/-
Chief Secretary

(Chairperson, State Executive Committee)
No: DMRRR/PS/Secy/551/2020  
Dated: 19.12.2021   DIPK-15328/21

‘Personality traits predict performance 
differently across different jobs’
Agencies

A study has found that whether 
your personality traits affect 
your job performance, depends 
on the job you have.

The research has been pub-
lished in the 'Journal of Voca-
tional Behaviour'.

"Although past studies made 
statements about the effects of 
personality traits on job perfor-
mance in general, the specifics of 
these relationships really depend 
on the job," said Michael Wilmot, 
assistant professor of manage-
ment in the Sam M. Walton Col-

lege of Business at the University 
of Arkansas.

"More interesting findings 
exist when we take a deeper look 
at performance within the differ-
ent jobs," he added.

Wilmot and Deniz Ones, 
professor of psychology at the 
University of Minnesota, com-
bined multiple meta-analyses 
of the five big personality traits 
-- conscientiousness, extraver-
sion, openness, agreeableness 
and neuroticism -- and examined 
their effect on job performance. 
Meta-analysis is a process used 
to systematically merge multiple 

independent findings using sta-
tistical methods to calculate an 
overall effect.

The researchers indexed 
these personality trait relation-
ships across nine major occupa-
tional groups -- clerical, customer 
service, healthcare, law enforce-
ment, management, military, 
professional, sales, and skilled/
semiskilled. They accounted for 
job complexity and what occu-
pational experts rate as the rel-
evance of these personality traits 
to job requirements.

Overall, Wilmot and Ones 
found that relationships between 

personality traits and perfor-
mance varied greatly across the 
nine major occupational groups. 
The main source of these differ-
ences pertained to occupational 
complexity.

Conscientiousness predicted 
performance in all jobs. How-
ever, its effect was stronger in 
jobs with low and medium levels 
of cognitive demands and weaker 
in highly cognitively demanding 
jobs. Extraversion was stronger 
in jobs with medium levels of 
cognitive complexity.



Wednesday |  22-12-2021 9BUSINESS

TM

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 

TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri : Shafee Jan D/O Mohammad Shafi Mir 
R/O Alamdar Basti Chararisharif Budgam Reg-
istration No: JK04E- 1933 for cancellation of hire 
purchase agreement with M/S J&K Bank  Ltd B/u 
Abhama Pulwama 
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the 
general public that objections if any to the proposed cancella-
tion of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in the 
office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam 
within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this 
notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.4256
 Dated  21-12-2021

Assistant Regional Transport officer
msk Budgam Kashmir

Public Notice
I have applied for issuance of D Class Contractor Card . If anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may  his/her objection in 
the office of Super intending Engineer R&B Circle Anantnag/Kul-
gam khanabal within a period  of seven days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Wani  Athar Yousuf  S/O Mohd Yousuf Wani  RNA

R/O Hiller Arhama

No Cabinet Decision On 

Privatisation Of Two PSBs: FM
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- The Cabinet has 
not taken any decision on pri-
vatisation of two Public Sec-
tor Banks (PSBs), which the 
government had announced in 
Budget 2021-22, Parliament was 
informed on Tuesday.

In the Union Budget for 
financial year 2021-22, the gov-
ernment had announced its 
intent to take up privatisation 
of two PSBs in the year and ap-
proval of a policy of strategic 
disinvestment of public sector 
enterprises, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said in a 
written reply in the Rajya Sab-
ha on Tuesday.

She was responding to a 
question on privatisation of 
two PSBs.

The objectives of the policy 
include enablement of growth 

of public sector enterprises 
through infusion of private 
capital, technology and best 
practices, the minister said.

"Consideration of various 
issues related to disinvest-
ment is entrusted to the Cabi-
net Committee designated for 
this purpose/ Cabinet. Deci-

sion by the Cabinet Commit-
tee/Cabinet has not been tak-
en in this regard," Sitharaman 
said further.

The bill related to privati-
sation of PSBs has been listed 
for the ongoing winter session 
of Parliament which ends on 
December 23.

'Institutional Investment In Real 
Estate Likely To Fall 20% In 2021' 
Press Trust Of India

New Delhi- Institutional invest-
ments in real estate may fall 20 
per cent to USD 4 billion during 
this calendar year because of a 
higher inflow of funds in 2020, 
according to property consul-
tant JLL India.

During the January-Sep-
tember period, the institution-
al investment rose to USD 2,977 
million from USD 1,534 million 
in the year-ago period.

"Unless some large portfo-
lio deals are not inked at the 

end of the year, annual invest-
ments are expected to be in the 
USD 3.8-4 billion range in 2021," 
JLL said in a statement.

Institutional investments 
managed to cross the USD 5 bil-
lion mark in 2020 due to large 
portfolio deals worth USD 3.2 
billion during the last quarter 
of the year.

"However, 2021 witnessed 
more broad-based recovery 
with 31 deals during the first 
nine months as against 19 deals 
during the same period of 2020," 
it noted.

On the outlook for the next 
year, JLL India expects invest-
ments to cross USD 5 billion 
mark, which was witnessed by 
the Indian real estate annually 
during the 2017-2020 period.

The institutional flow of 
funds includes investments by 
family offices, foreign corpo-
rate groups, foreign banks, pro-
prietary books, pension funds, 
private equity, real estate 
fund-cum-developers, foreign-
funded NBFCs and sovereign 
wealth funds. It also includes 
anchor investors in REITs.

Auto Component Industry 
Cautiously Optimistic For 
Growth In FY22
Agencies

NEW DELHI: The auto com-
ponent industry remains 
'cautiously optimistic' for the 
growth of the industry in the 
current fiscal year despite 
concerns of another wave of 
the pandemic, industry body 
ACMA said on Tuesday.

The turnover of the auto-
motive component industry 
stood at Rs 1.96 lakh crore 
(USD 26.6 billion) in April-

September 2021, registering a 
growth of 65 per cent over the 
first half of the previous year.

"Despite resurgence of de-
mand for vehicles, supply-side 
issues of availability of semi-
conductors, increasing input 
costs, rising logistics costs 
and availability of contain-
ers, among others, continue 
to hamper recovery in the au-
tomotive sector," Automotive 
Component Manufacturers 
Association of India (ACMA) 
President Sunjay Kapur noted.

The auto component 
industry, against this back-
drop, displayed remarkable 
resilience, he added.

"Increased value-addition 
to meet regulatory compli-
ance, fast recovery in external 

markets and traction in the 
domestic aftermarket have 
contributed to the growth of 
the sector in the first-half of 
FY 2021-22," Kapur said.

Going forward, whilst the 
performance of the vehicle in-
dustry during the festive sea-
son has not been on expected 
lines, there are indications 
that the vehicle demand, in 
the coming months, will im-
prove, he stated.

"This, together with the 

increased focus by the auto 
industry on deep-localisation 
and the recent announcements 
of PLI schemes by the Govern-
ment on Advanced Chemistry 
Cell (ACC) Batteries and Auto 
& Auto Components will facili-
tate the creation of a state-of-
the-art automotive value chain 
and developing India into an 
attractive alternative source 
of high-end auto components," 
Kapur said.

He added that according 
to a recent survey of ACMA 
leadership, despite concerns 
of another wave of the pan-
demic, the industry is cau-
tiously optimistic about the 
prospects of the Indian econo-
my and the automotive sector 
for 2021-22.

Jio Got 17.6 Lakh 
Subscribers In October; 
Airtel And VI Lost Over 
14 Lakh Users

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi -India's largest 
telecom operator Reliance 
Jio gained 17.6 lakh mo-
bile subscribers in October 
2021, while market rivals 
Bharti Airtel and Voda-
fone Idea lost a cumulative 
14.5 lakh users during the 
month, according to the 
latest data released by Tele-
com Regulatory Authority 
of India (TRAI) on Monday.

Bharti Airtel lost 4.89 
lakh mobile users in Octo-
ber, while Vodafone Idea 
lost 9.64 lakh subscribers 
during the reported period.

Reliance Jio's mobile 
subscriber base surged to 
42.65 crore in October, as the 
telco added 17.61 lakh mo-
bile users in the month, ac-
cording to data from TRAI.

Notably, the increase 
in subscription in Octo-
ber came after Jio had 
lost 1.90 crore users in 
September, the previous 
month's data showed.

TRAI's monthly sub-
scription data released 
on Monday revealed that 
Bharti Airtel, the second-
largest telecom operator, 
lost 4.89 lakh mobile cus-
tomers during October, 
and its subscriber base de-
clined to 35.39 crore. Airtel 
had added 2.74 lakh mobile 
users in September.

Vodafone Idea lost 9.64 
lakh mobile subscribers in 
October and its user base 
dipped to 26.90 crore, as 
per the latest data.

Gold Tanks Rs 172; 
Silver Jumps Rs 342

New Delhi-  Gold in the 
national capital on Tues-
day dipped by Rs 172 to Rs 
47,246 per 10 gram amid ru-
pee appreciation, accord-
ing to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, 
the precious metal settled 
at Rs 47,418 per 10 gram.

Silver in contrast 
jumped Rs 342 to Rs 60,508 
per kg from Rs 60,166 per 
kg in the previous trade.

The rupee appreciated 
17 paise to 75.73 against the 
US dollar in the opening ses-
sion on Tuesday. It jumped 
31 paise to close at 75.59 
(provisional) against the US 
dollar.In the international 
market, gold was trading 
with gains at USD 1,797 per 
ounce and silver was flat 
at USD 22.53 per ounce.

PTI

DIPK: 19049-58
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Actors, Filmmakers Write To 
I&B Ministry Against Merger Of 
Films Division, NFAI with NFDC
Agenceis

MUMBAI: Actor Naseeruddin Shah, 
filmmaker Vikramaditya Motwane 
and lyricist-writer Varun Grover 
were among 850 signatories to a let-
ter on Tuesday opposing the merger 
of public institutions, including the 
Films Division (FD) and the National 
Film Archives of India (NFAI), with 
the National Film Development 
Corporation (NFDC).

The letter, sent to the ministry of 
information and broadcasting, has 
also been signed by academics, stu-
dents, and members of the civil soci-
ety among others.

It opposed the government's pro-
posed move to "restructure/merge" 
the Children's Film Society of India 
(CFSI), Directorate of Film Festivals 
(DFF), FD and NFAI with NFDC, which 
was announced in December 2020.

The letter stated that the move, 
which was taken without consulta-
tion with the stakeholders, is a matter 
of concern due to the "lack of clarity 
and transparency in the process of 
this merger".

In December last year, the Union 
Cabinet had approved the merger of 
four government film media units 
with the NFDC with an aim of con-
verging activities and resources and 
better coordination to ensure synergy 
and efficiency in achieving the man-
date of the bodies.

"Since the MIB's announcement 
of re-assessment of these units in 
January 2019, we have followed sev-
eral notices issued by the govern-
ment. We hoped that an exercise as 
important as this will involve detailed 
discussions with the stakeholders in-
cluding members of the film frater-
nity and the employees of the above 
mentioned institutions amongst 
others.

"Hence, it was a surprise to know 
that the High Powered Committee 
under Shri Bimal Julka submitted its 
report without engaging with the pri-
mary stakeholders. The fact that this 
report has not been made publicly 
available despite an RTI application 
raises further questions about the 
legitimacy of the whole process," the 
letter read.

It raised concerns over the inacces-
sibility of the report, especially in light 
of the recent announcement of the 
government to shut down "three of 
these units as early as January 2022".

According to the letter, drafted by 
filmmakers Prateek Vats and Shilpi 
Gulati, the decision of the govern-
ment has led to speculation that it 
eventually aims to "privatise" film 
archives and government properties.

It called the ministry's decision 
to close the FD and NFAI as a "catas-
trophe in the name of Indian film 
heritage".

"As critical stakeholders in the 

matter, we are concerned about the 
lack of clarity and transparency in 
the process of this merger. There is 
widespread speculation in the media 
that the entire exercise is a precursor 
for future privatisation of our film ar-
chives and government properties.

"Given the urgency of the matter, 
we request the MIB to clarify doubts 
to assuage the suspicions arising at 
this stage and take immediate ac-
tion to safeguard the history of Indian 
cinema and the future of Indian film-
makers who have been closely associ-
ated with these institutions in varied 
capacities."

The signatories to the letter include 
filmmakers, actors, writers, editors 
from the country such as Nandita Das, 
Anand Patwardhan, Gitanjali Rao, 
Nimisha Nair, Nishtha Jain, Shama 
Zaidi among others.

The letter listed grievances includ-
ing a request to release the report of 
the High Powered Committee headed 
by Bimal Julka "immediately".

"Public funded institutions like 
FD, NFAI and CFSI must not be 
merged with a corporation like NFDC. 
Consultations in a transparent and 
open manner should be undertaken 
with various stakeholders including 
filmmakers and employees vis a vis 
these institutions and how they see 
them with full autonomy, enhanced 
state funding and commitment to 
their original mandates.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

LG Asks Top
a rise in political activities after the delimitation 

commission on Monday proposed six seats for 
Jammu and one for Kashmir, was also reportedly 
discussed in the meeting.

“The LG asked the security agencies to keep 
up the good work and to stay alert for meeting 
any possible challenges on the law and order 
and security front,” they said.

Earlier, People’s Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration (PAGD), an umbrella organisation 
of some Kashmir based political parties termed 
the proposal by Delimitation Commission as 
“divisive” for Jammu and Kashmir and decided 
to stage a protest against the draft on January 
01, 2022. The Peoples Conference and Apni 
Party also reject the proposal.

Jammu Kashmir National Panthers Party 
and Shiv Sena unit of Jammu and Kashmir also 
termed the bill as anti-Jammu and demanded 
more than 50 seats.

GOC 15 Corps

Lt General, D.P Pandey at Raj Bhavan here 
on Tuesday, an official spokesperson said. The 
army commander, he said, briefed the LG about 
the prevailing security scenario in the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. He said that 
discussions were also held on several inter-
nal security-related issues and their effective 
management.

“The Lt Governor lauded the Army’s role in 
ensuring a safe and secure environment for 
the people of J&K and advised for heightened 
surveillance on vital installations while main-
taining close synergy between the Security 
Forces and Civil Administration to effectively 
deal with any emergent situation,” the official 
spokesperson added.

Militants Attack

and the recent killing of two policemen in the 
north Kashmir district.

PAGD To Protest

people and all communities,” PAGD chief 
spokesperson and CPI(M) leader M Y Tarigami 
told reporters here.

This was the second meeting of the PAGD 
in Jammu since the five-party amalgam was 
formed in 2019 to seek the restoration of spe-
cial status of the erstwhile state of Jammu and 
Kashmir that was revoked by the Centre in 
August that year.

On the Delimitation Commission’s recom-
mendations, Tarigami said, “We are firmly of 
the opinion that it (proposal) is divisive and 
will further deepen the divide in Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

“It will also deepen the alienation of the peo-
ple and will create a much bigger void which is 
also detrimental to the interests of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh as well and 
will also damage the interests of the country as a 
whole,” he said after the over an hour-long meet-
ing chaired by NC president and PAGD chairper-
son Farooq Abdullah.

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti and Awami 
National Conference leader Muzaffar Ahmad 
Shah also attended the meeting at Abdullah’s 
Bhatindi residence.

“We have decided to use every opportunity 
and every forum and will reach out to the peo-
ple of the country, leaders of political parties, 
including those who do not agree with us, and 
make them understand the pain we are going 
through,” Tarigami said.

“We regret that the constitutional frame-
work for such an exercise, which is the popu-
lation according to the census, was completely 
ignored,” he said.

The Kashmir division currently has 46 as-
sembly seats and the Jammu region 37. The 
population of Jammu region is 53.72 lakh and 
Kashmir division 68.83 lakh, according to the 
census of 2011 which has been the baseline for 
the commission.

Referring to the petitions filed by various po-
litical parties in the Supreme Court against the 

Reorganisation Act and revocation of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s special status, Tarigami said, “we 
have all along demanded delimitation in accor-
dance with the national exercise”.

“What they have done (in 2019) was a uni-
lateral and unconstitutional decision with-
out taking the real stakeholders on board. We 
have already challenged it in the Supreme 
Court. The government should have waited for 
the decision of the court but they set up the 
Delimitation Commission. They are in haste 
which is neither in the interest of the nation 
nor the public,” he said.

Claiming that the Constitution and the law 
are not operative in Jammu and Kashmir, the 
PAGD leader said the BJP is trying to main-
stream Jammu and Kashmir on its own terms 
and is taking decisions that are “detrimental 
to national unity and will harm the peoples’ 
aspirations”.

“Was everything suspended in Jammu and 
Kashmir? This is our question to our nation, 
leaders and the civil society... we are fearful 
that such a decision (delimitation recommen-
dation), if implemented, will further deepen 
the crisis in J&K.

Tarigami said the PAGD is not representing 
one region or one community but is a platform 
for “all communities, regions, sub-regions, 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh”.

A small group of Rashtriya Bajrang Dal ac-
tivists led by their president Rakesh Bagrangi 
staged a protest a few kilometers from the ven-
ue of the PAGD meeting.

Bagrangi said they are protesting against the 
PAGD leadership for holding their meeting in 
Jammu as “they are a group of traitors”.

“We were in favour of all the seven seats go-
ing to the Jammu region to end discrimination 
with the region,” he said.

NC leader Masoodi told reporters after the 
PAGD meeting that the party will file its ob-
jections to the panel’s recommendations with 
documentary evidence within the next 10 days.

“We have already informed the commission 
in the meeting itself that the whole exercise is 
not in accordance with the Constitution and of-
fends its core values.

“There are petitions (with regard to the reor-
ganisation of J&K) pending in Supreme Court... 
the chairperson of the commission presented 
the interim draft proposal, to which we strong-
ly objected and made it clear that it is not ac-
ceptable. We asked the commission what is the 
baseline for the report and were told that (it is 
the) 2011 census,” he said.

The NC leader said after “our strong objec-
tion, the commission gave us 10 days’ time till 
the month-end to file our objections.”

“We are working to file our objections within 
the time frame based on data and other docu-
mentary evidence,” Masoodi said.

PAGD Has Lost

Countering the objections raised by PAGD 
leaders over the recommendations, the BJP 
leader said whether it is delimitation commis-
sion or election commission, these are autono-
mous and independent institutions which have 
their own powers.

The delimitation commission came out with 
its recommendations after working for over 
two years, during which they met leaders of all 
political parties, social workers, district devel-
opment and block development council mem-
bers, heads of organisations of panchs and sar-
panchs, and collected data from government 
machinery, including deputy commissioners, 
and worked on set parameters, he said.

Raina further said if an independent institu-
tion is saying something and that too headed 
by a retired Supreme Court judge whose cred-
ibility and transparency is well known, there is 
no place for objection.

He said the National Conference (NC), 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and Congress 
have ruled Jammu and Kashmir over the last 
seven decades, but failed to give equal rights to 
different communities.

I do not see anything wrong in increasing 
six seats to Jammu region and one in Kupwara 
district of north Kashmir. They should talk of 
the whole Jammu and Kashmir as a unit rather 
than restricting their politics to mohalla’ (local-
ity) level, the BJP leader said, adding that they 
are free to raise their concerns with the com-
mission rather than making it an issue .

The BJP leader said the party is happy over 
the recommendation for reservation of nine 
seats to Scheduled Tribes and seven seats to 
Scheduled Caste communities.

The Scheduled Tribes were oppressed by NC, 
PDP and Congress over the years for their vest-
ed interests, while the BJP under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi provided 
them justice and equal rights, he said.

Raina said the opposition parties are smell-
ing their defeat before the elections as they 
have lost the faith and support of the public.

We are linking people and they are poison-
ing their minds by provocative statements, he 
alleged and asked the PAGD leadership to stop 
provoking the public and instead work for the 
welfare of the people.

He added that the BJP has set a target of 50 
plus seats in the next assembly elections which 
would be held after the completion of the de-
limitation exercise. (PTI)

Paramilitary Forces

that the improvement in working condi-
tions of CAPFs and AR personnel is a constant 
endeavour and measures are being undertaken 
to promote the mental health and wellbeing of 
the jawans.

Transparent policies pertaining to transfer 
and leave of CAPFs and AR personnel have al-
ready been in place and the “choice posting” is 
considered to the extent possible after the per-
sonnel serve in “hard areas”, he said.

The hospitalisation period due to injuries on 
duty is now treated as on duty, he added.

Other measures such as regular interactions 
of officers with enlisted personnel to find out 
and redress their grievances, ensuring ad-
equate rest and relief by regulating the duty 
hours, improving living conditions, provid-
ing adequate recreational and entertainment, 
sports, communication facilities and creche 
facility is also provided at various establish-
ments (where feasible) to facilitate the female 
employees.

The Ministry has also made a facility of re-
tention of government accommodation at the 
place of last posting (for keeping the family) 
while posted in northeastern states, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Left Wing-Extremism af-
fected areas.

It has also directed the CAPFs to provide 
better medical facilities as well as organising 
talks with specialists to address their personal 
and psychological concerns and organising 
meditation and yoga routinely for better stress 
management whereas the security personnel 
adequately get compensated, if deployed in 
difficult areas.

The government has taken special care of 
promotions which are released regularly to 
eligible personnel as and when the vacan-
cies arise. Financial benefits under Modified 
Assured Career Progression (MACP) are given 
at 10, 20, and 30 years of service in case promo-
tion does not take place for want of vacancies, 
Rai added.

The Minister also informed that other wel-
fare measures like facility of Central Police 
Canteen, scholarship for their wards, and air 
courier service has also been provided to CAPF 
personnel deployed in NE states, J&K, and LWE 
affected areas as welfare measure and to re-
duce the stress level of CAPFs/ARs personnel.

PDD Employees

said 60 per cent electricity in the Union 
Territory was restored and the administration 
will achieve 100 per cent restoration by Tuesday.

The UT has been facing a widespread power 
shutdown since Sunday owing to a deadlock 

between PDD employees and the administra-
tion over the latter’s bid to privatise electricity 
in the region.

The LG said talks were held with the striking 
employees and as of Monday no dues and sal-
ary were pending on part of the government.

“We restored 60 percent of electricity and by 
tomorrow we will achieve 100% restoration,” 
Sinha said on the sidelines of a function here on 
Monday.

“I do not want to name them, but some 
people have criticised that the Army has been 
called to restore electricity. Personnel from 
REC, NTPC, NHPC, and officers from the army 
engineering corps have also come. This only 
shows our commitment,” he said.

Jammu University has postponed offline and 
online examination for undergraduate and 
postgraduate students on Tuesday in view of 
the strike.

The PDD employees held anti-government 
protests in Srinagar and Jammu demanding in 
writing from the Lieutenant Governor an assur-
ance that it has shelved the proposal of merger.

According to the sources, while the admin-
istration parleyed with the employees, it also 
visited several power distribution facilities in 
Jammu to speed up restoration of electricity 
supply.

Reject Those

suffering due to joblessness, inflation and poverty.
“In our times, the change was development 

and prosperity oriented. We constructed roads, 
schools, hospitals and brought smiles on the fac-
es of people, including those living in far-flung 
areas. We did not discriminate against people on 
the basis of religion and community and worked 
for everyone without considering their party af-
filiations,” the former chief minister said.

He said, We want this country and J&K to be 
a paradise but there are some who want to turn 
this region into a hell. This is against humanity.”

Azad said leaders are meant to provide jus-
tice to the people irrespective of their religion, 
party affiliation or region.

“All religions speak about serving humanity 
and this is our policy, but today it is not hap-
pening and people are being discriminated on 
the basis of religion and party affiliation, he 
said, adding such type of people are not worthy 
of running a government and they should leave 
politics and return to ‘puja paath’ (worship).

Criticising the Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration for taking away land from the people 
which was under their occupation for the past 
seven decades on the pretext of encroachment 
of state land, the Congress leader said this gov-
ernment is wearing black glasses and is push-
ing the people towards poverty.

“This government is deaf and blind but talk-
ing 24x7. They do not see poverty and unem-
ployment, he said, adding we will not allow 
them to destroy J&K.

Reiterating his demand for restoration of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood and early 
conduct of assembly elections to end the bu-
reaucratic rule to provide popular government 
to the people, he urged the gathering to bring 
down the walls of hatred and reject the poli-
ticians who are doing politics on the basis of 
religion.

He termed the abrogation of Article 370 
providing special status to J&K and its bifurca-
tion into two union territories a tragedy and 
said the people had never dreamt of such a 
development.

“Every citizen of Jammu and Kashmir, irre-
spective of their religion and region, went into 
a gloom following the August 5, 2019 develop-
ment, he said.

J&K Logs 104 

infected since the outbreak of pandemic in 
J&K to 340036.

In the Valley, officials said, Srinagar reported 
highest 40 new cases of Covid-19, Kupwara 
15, Ganderbal 9, Bandipora and Baramulla 4 
each, Anantnag 3, Pulwama 2 and one new 

case in Kulgam. No new cases were reported in 
Budgam and Shopian districts.

In the winter capital, officials said, Jammu 
reported a maximum of 18 new cases of vi-
rus, Rajouri and Doda 3 and one new case each 
in Kathua and Kishtwar. The five districts of 
Udhampur, Samba, Poonch, Ramban and Reasi 
reported no fresh cases.

“Moreover, 139 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged from 
various hospitals including 29 from Jammu 
Division and 110 from Kashmir Division,” the 
officials said.

Also, they said, one more person succumbed 
to coronavirus in the Jammu division, taking 
the death toll to 4514 in J&K—2195 in Jammu 
and 2319 in Kashmir.

Snowfall Likely

to moderate snowfall from December 22-25.
‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ (big cold), which started to-

day, is the 40-day harshest winter period when 
a cold wave grips the region and the tempera-
ture drops considerably leading to the freezing 
of water bodies including the famous Dal Lake 
here as well as the water supply lines in several 
parts of the valley.

The chances of snowfall are the most frequent 
and maximum during this period and most ar-
eas, especially in the higher reaches, receive 
heavy snowfall.

‘Chillai-Kalan’ will end on January 31. The cold 
wave continues even after that in Kashmir with 
a 20-day-long ‘Chillai-Khurd’ (small cold) and a 
10-day-long ‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold).

Heart Attack

of the city on Tuesday evening, reports said. He 
was shifted to SMHS hospital in an unconscious 
state. However, the doctors declared him dead, 
they said.

4 Militant Associates

Pandith of Konibal, Pampore were arrested by a 
joint team of police, army’s 50RR and the person-
nel of 110 battalion CRPF on the basis of a specific 
input from Pampore town, a police spokesperson 
said. He said incriminating materials, arms & am-
munition including a pistol, hand grenade were 
recovered from their possession.

During the preliminary investigation, the po-
lice spokesperson said that it was revealed that 
the arrested militant associates were in touch 
with JeM commanders & were involved in trans-
portation of arms & ammunition.

“Besides, they were providing shelter and 
other logistic support to the active terrorists 
operating in Samboora & Pampore areas of 
Awantipora,” he said.

Accordingly, he said, a case under relevant sec-
tions of law has been registered in Police Station 
Pampore and further investigation has been 
taken up.

Interview Of Haj

hereby informed through this news item that 
their interview for the selection shall be held 
as per the schedule given underneath from 
11.00AM, an official spokesperson said.

He said that for Haj Trainers from Srinagar, 
Baramulla, Bandipora, Ganderbal  and 
Budgam, the interview is scheduled for 23rd 
December.

“Similarly, for Trainers from Anantnag, Kulgam, 
Shopian, Kupwara  and Pulwama the interview 
is scheduled to be held on 24th December. 
However, the applicants from Jammu Division 
and Ladakh UT shall be interviewed through vir-
tual mode,” he added.

The official spokesperson further said that 
the list of eligible applicants will be available 
on the official website of Jammu and Kashmir 
Haj Committee. i.e., www.jkshc.org.

Motorcyclist Killed

reports said.
“Due to his severe wounds, he died on the 

spot,” an official said, adding that a case has been 
registered in this regard.

TickerPlant Launches 
CryptoWire: The Global 
Crypto Super App
Agenceis

SRINAGAR: Keeping with the tradition of foresight in 
envisioning creation of world-class financial markets 
and ecosystem by 63 moons technologies limited (63 
moons), its subsidiary TickerPlant has announced 
the launch of CryptoWire - a global crypto super app.

The CryptoWire seeks to empower participants 
in the crypto universe with a super app that will 
provide real-time market prices and insight, news, 
knowledge, research, training, information and 
data platform through Crypto University, CryptoTV 
and CryptoWire for crypto assets and blockchain.
The Company which has always been a strong pro-
ponent and advocate of tech-centric, transparent 
and efficient solutions emphasizes that CryptoWire 
is Neither A Crypto Exchange Nor A Cryptocurrency 
but offers to empower its participants with com-
prehensive, unbiased information, going beyond 
exchanges. The CryptoWire users can access:

World’s 1st Crypto University – a digital univer-
sity that caters to all: from ABC to PhD and super 
specialized courses. World’s 1st CryptoTV – a dedi-
cated 24x7 crypto and blockchain YouTube channel 
and mobile IPTV. It provides in-depth analysis and 
awareness of global developments, trend reports, 
discussions, debates and guidance from internation-
al experts. World’s 1st CryptoWire – a wire service 
with tools like arbitrage opportunities identifica-
tion, watchlist creation, lending & borrowing rates.

“Following our PM's vision, we are creating the 
most credible Crypto & Blockchain universe based 
on knowledge, research, training, awareness, infor-
mation and data from the world's best. CryptoWire 
will be the most credible port of call for entry into 
the Crypto Universe providing Credibility - backed 
by strong governance principles guided by the board, 
Stability - powered by robust technology and by giv-
ing information of most curated data,” said Jigish 
Sonagara, Managing Director and CEO of TickerPlant.

UK PM Rules Out Tougher 
Lockdown, Daily Covid 
Cases Fall Slightly
LONDON: British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson on 
Tuesday ruled out imposing ad-
ditional lockdown measures in 
England before Christmas but 
said the Omicron variant relat-
ed data will be kept under re-
view to see if stricter measures 
are needed next week.

The announcement came as 
the UK recorded 90,629 new 
COVID cases, slightly down on 
the all-time high on Monday 
of 91,743, largely driven by the 
high transmissibility of the 
Omicron variant.

In a video clip released by 
Downing Street, Johnson said: 
"In view of the continuing un-
certainty about several things 
the severity of Omicron, uncer-
tainty about the hospitalisation 
rate or the impact of the vaccine 
rollout or the boosters, we don't 
think today that there is enough 
evidence to justify any tougher 
measures before Christmas.

We continue to monitor 
Omicron very closely and if the 
situation deteriorates we will be 
ready to take action if needed."

Johnson, however, noted that 
Omicron was spreading at a 
speed never seen before.

The government will con-
tinue to monitor the data closely 
and will not hesitate to act after 
Christmas if necessary," he added.

He said people can go ahead 
with their Christmas plans but 

should exercise caution , and 
repeated his appeal for every-
one to get a booster jab.

Scotland, meanwhile, has 
opted for tougher measures 
with large events having limits 
on the number of people that 
can attend, and Edinburgh's an-
nual Hogmanay new year cel-
ebrations have been cancelled. 
Wales had already planned 
tougher rules post-Christmas.

Meanwhile, the National 
Health Service (NHS) said more 
than two thirds of people aged 
18 and over and who are eligible 
have now received their top up 
protection against COVID-19.

In total, 25,130,453 people 
who are three months on from 
their second dose have already 
been boosted in England, with 
the online service opening to eli-
gible adults last Wednesday. The 
latest numbers follow a week of 
so-called blockbooster records for 
vaccinations including a mam-
moth weekend with over 830,000 
boosters on delivered on Saturday 
the highest number ever and 
more than 1.5 million boosters re-
ported over Saturday and Sunday.

I have been absolutely blown 
away by the public response to 
our national mission for every-
one to Get Boosted Now, with 
over two-thirds of eligible adults 
in England now having had their 
immunity topped up, said UK a 
Health Secretary Sajid Javid.
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Spinner Recalls A 
Ravi Shastri Remark 
That ‘Crushed’ Him
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India's premier off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin 
has revealed that he felt like he 
was being "thrown under the 
bus" after a remark by former 
head coach Ravi Shastri left him 
"crushed" during a torrid phase in 
his career when he contemplated 
retirement multiple times.

In an interview with 
'ESPNcricinfo', Ashwin was asked 
how he felt when then coach 
Shastri anointed Kuldeep Yadav as 
India's No. 1 spinner overseas after 
he had taken a five-for in the 2019 
Sydney Test against Australia.

Ashwin said he was genuinely 
happy for Kuldeep as he knew 
how difficult it is to take five 
wickets as a spinner in Australia 
but Shastri's remark left him "ab-
solutely crushed".

"I hold Ravi bhai in high es-
teem. We all do. And I understand 
we all can say things and then 
retract them. In that moment, 
though, I felt crushed. Absolutely 
crushed," Ashwin said.

"We all talk about how important 
it is to enjoy your team-mates' suc-
cess. And I was happy for Kuldeep. I 
have not been able to get a five-for 
but he has a five-for in Australia. 
I know how big it is. Even when I 
have bowled well (at other times), I 
haven't ended up with a five-for. So 
I am genuinely happy for him. And 
it's an extremely happy occasion, to 
win in Australia.

"But if I have to come and par-
take in his happiness, and the suc-
cess of the team, I must feel like 
I belong there. If I feel like I am 
being thrown under the bus, how 
am I supposed to get up and come 
for a party to enjoy the team's or 
team-mate's success?"

Ashwin, however, still made it 
to the celebration party that was 

organised 
f o l l o w -
ing the 
I n d i a n ' s 
team's his-
toric series 
triumph Down Under.

"I went back to my 
room and then I spoke 
to my wife. And my 
children were there. So 
we were able to, you 
know, shrug it off, and 
I still made it to the 
party, because, end of 
the day, we had won a 
massive series."

The 35-year-old 
said that recurring in-
juries meant that he 
was playing under 
"excruciating pain" 
when he took three 
wickets in each in-
nings to lead India 
to victory in the first 
Test.

Shastri's remark 
was quite too much 
for Ashwin after he 
played a role in the 
team's win in the se-
ries opener.

"The first Test 
seemed like a distant 
memory by then. I had 
taken three of the first 
four wickets in the first 
innings after we were 
bowled out cheaply, and 
then when it got really 
flat in the final innings, I 
plugged away for 50-plus 
overs and took three wick-
ets despite what turned 
out to be a grade three 
abdomen tear.

"In my mind, I 
had done something 
great for the team in 
excruciating pain, but 

a l l 
I 

h e a r d 
w a s , 
" N a t h a n 

Lyon took six, 
Ashwin took 
three."

"As it is, I was 
frustrated with my 
body for letting me 
down when I was in 
really good bowling 
form. The last thing 
I needed was these 
comparisons and in-
sinuations. Between 
that reaction and 
Sydney, it didn't feel 
like I had played any 

part at all," Ashwin said.
Ashwin has been a 

great asset for India in both 
home and away conditions 

in the longer format of the 
game.

The spinner has so far taken 
427 Test wickets, making him 
the third-highest wicket-taker 
from the country after Anil 
Kumble and Kapil Dev in the 
red-ball format.

But there was a phase be-
tween 2018 and 2020 when 
he almost quit playing.

"Between 2018 and 2020, 
I contemplated giving up the 

I Felt Like I Was 
Being Thrown Under 
The Bus: Ashwin 

BUT IF I HAVE TO COME AND PARTAKE in his happiness, 
and the success of the team, I must feel like I belong there. If I 
feel like I am being thrown under the bus, how am I supposed to 

get up and come for a party to enjoy the team’s or team-mate’s success?”

I HOLD RAVI BHAI IN HIGH ESTEEM. 
We all do. And I understand we all can say 

things and then retract them. In that moment, 
though, I felt crushed. Absolutely crushed."

India Among World’s 
Top 3 Dope Violators In 
Latest WADA Report
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: An uptick in the num-
ber of offenders has taken India 
into the top-three of the world’s 
biggest doping violators in a 
WADA report detailing the trans-
gressions for the year 2019 with 
bodybuilding, weightlifting and 
athletics contributing majorly to 
the country’s embarrassing record.

In the latest report published 
by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency, 152 (17 per cent of the 
world total) Anti-doping Rule 
Violations (ADRVs) were re-
ported in India in 2019, leaving 
it third in the list with the maxi-
mum dope offenders coming 
from bodybuilding (57).

Among Olympic sports, weight-
lifting leads the way with 25 
ADRVs, followed by athletics (20) 
and wrestling (10). Boxing and 
judo reported four ADRVs each. 
Four cricketers were also found to 
have committed ADRVs in 2019.

A lightweight in global sport, 
India is only behind Russia (167) 
and Italy (157), while Brazil (78) 
is at fourth and Iran (70) fifth.

An ADRV is reported after a 
final decision has been rendered 
and a sanction (a reprimand or 
period of ineligibility) imposed 
against the athlete following 
the conclusion of disciplinary 
proceedings.

Russia was banned from field-
ing its national team in Tokyo 
Olympics for not complying with 
international anti-doping rules.

The country now tops the vio-
lators’ list, reporting more cases 
than from the previous report of 
2018. It had gone down to sev-
enth in the 2017, with 57 ADRVs.

In the previous WADA report 
meant for anti-doping violations 
in 2018, India was placed fourth 
with 107 ADRVs, behind Russia 
(144), Italy (132) and France (114).

Weightlifting (22) had pro-
duced the highest number of 
dope offenders in that report 
also, followed by athletics (16).

A total of 2,78,047 samples 
were collected by Anti-Doping 
Organisations worldwide in 
2019, and subsequently, anal-
ysed by WADA-accredited labo-
ratories. Of these samples, 2,701 
(1 per cent) were reported as 
Adverse Analytical Findings.

Based on a compilation of the 
information received by WADA 
till January 31, 2021, 1,535 sam-
ples (57 per cent) were confirmed 
as ADRVs (sanctions), the world 
anti-doping watchdog said.

Among Olympic sports world-
wide, athletics leads the number 
of dope offenders with 227 (18 
percent), followed by weightlift-
ing with 160. Bodybuilding leads 
overall with 272.

ACT Hockey: Japan Stun 
India 5-3 To Set Up Title 
Clash Against Korea
To Face Pakistan 
In Bronze Medal 
Clash Today
Press Trust of India

DHAKA: Defending champions 
and Olympic bronze medallist 
India suffered a stunning 3-5 de-
feat against Japan in the second 
semifinal of the Asian Champions 
Trophy men’s hockey tournament 
here on Tuesday.

India were the overwhelm-
ing favourites before the start of 
the match after having thrashed 
the same opponents 6-0 in their 
last round-robin match and also 
on head-to-head record, but the 
Japanese had other plans.

The Japanese looked a com-
pletely different side on Tuesday 
as they toyed with the defence 
of the Manpreet Singh-led side 
from the beginning.

Japan scored through Shota 

Yamada (1st minute, penalty), 
Raiki Fujishima (2nd minute), 
Yoshiki Kirishita (14th), Kosei 
Kawabe (35th) and Ryoma 
Ooka (41st).

India’s goals were scored by 
Dilpreet Singh (17th minute), 
vice-captain Harmanpreet Singh 
(43rd) and Hardik Singh (58th).

India and Japan had met 18 
times before with the hosts 
winning 16 games, while Japan 
emerged victoriouws on one 
occasion and one ended in a 
draw.

Japan will now take on South 
Korea in the summit clash, while 
India will be once again up 
against Pakistan in the bronze 
medal clash on Wednesday.

The tournament ended in an 
anti-climax for India as after 
having topped the round robin 
stages with an unbeaten record.

In the other semifinal of the 
day, South Korea beat Pakistan 
6-5 in a thrilling contest.

Pakistan Opener 
Abid Ali Hospitalised 
After Pain In Chest

Agencies

KARACHI: Test cricketer 
Abid Ali was diagnosed 

with a case of "acute 
coronary syndrome" 

on Tuesday after 
complaining of 
chest pain during 

a Quaid-e-Azam 
Trophy match be-

tween Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 
and Central 
Punjab at UBL 
Sports Complex 

in Karachi.
The 34-year-old bats-

man was batting for the 
Punjab side on the final 
day of the match when he 
felt the discomfort. He was 
taken to a hospital in the 
metropolitan city where 
he underwent an electro-
cardiogram (ECG).

In a statement is-
sued later in the day, the 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) said that Abid left 
the batting crease at 61 in 
Central Punjab's second 
innings after complain-

ing of chest pain.
"He was taken 
immediately to a 

cardiac hospital 
where he was 

d i -
ag-

nosed as a case of acute coronary 
syndrome. He is under the care of 
the consultant cardiologist who 
is liaising with the PCB medical 
team regarding further treat-
ment," the cricket board said.

"He is currently stable. It is 
requested to respect his and 
the family's privacy at this 
time," the PCB said.

Earlier, a PCB official told Dawn.
com that Abid had felt pain in the 
"shoulder area" and experienced 
"uneasiness and heaviness".

The PCB official had said that 
Abid underwent precautionary 
medical tests and all his "initial 
reports were clear". He said 
that the cricketer was "feeling 
better" and not experiencing 
any pain anymore.

Abid, who is from Lahore, 
was in superb form recently 
during the two-match Test se-
ries in Bangladesh. He had top 
scored in both the innings of 
the opening Test against the 
Tigers. That coupled with his 39 
in the only innings of the sec-
ond Test had earned him player 
of the series honour.

Press Trust of India

KARACHI: The police have regis-
tered an FIR against Pakistan Test 
leg-spinner Yasir Shah and his 
friend on the allegations of kid-
napping, molesting and threat-
ening a girl.

The FIR was registered at 
the Shalimar police station 
in Lahore after the girl com-
plained. The Pakistan cricketer 
is yet to respond on the issue.

In the FIR, the girl has al-
leged that Yasir’s friend, Farhan 

kidnapped her on gunpoint, 
raped her, made videos of her 
and later made threats to her. 
The girl has alleged that Yasir 
Shah helped his friend and later 
with Farhan threatened her 
that if she raised any voice they 
would release her videos.

According to the complaint 
filed with the police, the girl 
says when she contacted Yasir 
on WhatsApp pleading for his 
help he laughed at her and told 
her to keep quiet about the 
whole issue.

FIR Against Pakistani Cricketer 
Yasir Shah For Helping 
Friend, Who Molested Girl

He is currently 
stable. It is 

requested to respect 
his and the family’s 
privacy at this time.”

Why Are You 
Captain?: Ponting 
Slams Root’s 
Comments

Agencies

MELBOURNE: Former Australia skipper 
Ricky Ponting has questioned Joe Root’s 
comments about England’s bowlers 
during the Ashes and said that as cap-
tain of the touring side the onus is on 
him to make changes when needed.

After a nine-wicket thrashing in the 
Brisbane opener, England lost the second 
Test in Adelaide by 275 runs on Monday 
to trail the five-match series 2-0.

Root said after the pink ball Test 
that his bowlers needed to bowl 
fuller and “be a bit braver”.

“I nearly fell off my seat when I 
heard that,” Ponting told a Cricket 
Australia website. “Whose job is it 
then to make them change? Why 
are you captain then?

“If you can’t influence your bowl-
ers on what length to bowl, what are 
you doing on the field?

“Joe Root can come back and say 
whatever he likes but if you’re captain, 
you’ve got to be able to sense when 
your bowlers aren’t bowling where 
you want them to. That’s what cap-
taincy is all about.”

Ponting also suggested that 
England’s bowling attack was at its 
best when Root left the field due to 
a groin injury and the captaincy was 
briefly passed over to Ben Stokes.

“The interesting thing for me is 
the only time they bowled full in the 
game was when Joe Root wasn’t on 
the ground,” Ponting said.

“The start of day four when they 
had a meeting on the ground before 
play started, Stokes took over the 
captaincy, and that was the only time 
in the game they pitched the ball up.”

The third Ashes Test will be 
played at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground from Dec. 26-30.

Pankaj Advani Wins 
His 11th National 
Billiards Title
Press Trust of India

BHOPAL: Ace cueist Pankaj Advani de-
fended his national billiards title — his 
11th in the tournament — after he de-
feated his PSPB teammate Dhruv Sitwala 
5-2 in a best of nine games final here.

Advani responded with breaks of 
56 and 46 to restore parity at 1-1 after 
Sitwala’s breaks of 64 and 42 late on 
Monday evening.

Sitwala, displaying excellent in-
offs, pots and cannons, surged ahead 
by pocketing the third game with a 
sizeable break of 84.

He was on course to even wrest the 
fourth game after he compiled a won-
derful effort of 101, but a costly lapse 
by him gave a window of opportunity 
to Advani. Composing himself, in a 
superb rally the maestro chalked up a 
classy break of 127 to snatch the game 
and draw level once again at 2-2.

Then Advani struck a purple patch, 
cajoling and nursing the balls at the top 
of the table to craft identical unfinished 
breaks of 150 in the fifth and sixth games 
to run up a crucial 4-2 games lead.

Not giving up, Sitwala put up a tre-
mendous show of skill, patience and 
temperament to strike a break of 134, 
but sadly, when in prime position he 
could not hold the balls together to 
give another chance to Advani after a 
sequence of safety exchanges.

Advani never looked back after that, 
compiling an unfinished 148 break to 
take the game, match and title.

DYSS Organise YSS Cup In Bandipora ‘Rs 6,801.30 Crore Released For 
Sports Development In Last 5 Years

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: Department of Youth 
Services and Sports (DYSS) Bandipora is or-
ganising tournaments in different games at 
Panchayat Level to keep youth active dur-
ing the chilling winters.

The matches of the tournament at 
Panchayat Level in Volleyball, Kabaddi 
and Kho-Kho are being held at Higher 
Secondary School Nadihal.

ZZPEO Bandipora kickstarted the 
block level Panchayat tournament on 
Tuesday. Youth Services and Sports 
Officer Ghulam Qadir said that in the 
ongoing YSS Cup Rolling trophy, Block 
Bandipora, conducted matches in 

volleyball and kabaddi.
He said in volleyball Panchayat 

Chetaybanday-B, Garoora-B and 
Gundpora-B qualified for the next round 
of the tournament while in Kabaddi 
Chetaybanday-A and Chetaybanday-B 
were winners and qualified for the next 
round of the competition.

YSS Officer said the aim of holding 
the tournaments during winter was to 
keep youngsters physically active as 
people normally stay away from do-
ing much physical work which takes 
a toll on their health. He said such ac-
tivities will help youth to stay fit and 
stay away from anti-social activities 
including drug.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Sports Minister Anurag 
Thakur on Tuesday said his ministry has 
released a sum of Rs 6,801.30 crore under 
various sports development schemes in 
the last five years.

Thakur, who took over from Kiren Rijiju 
as the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports 
earlier this year, said that Rs 7,072.28 was 
allocated to the ministry.

“During the last five years, a sum of Rs 
7,072.28 crore was allocated and a sum of 
Rs 6,801.30 crore was released under the 
various sports development schemes of 
this Ministry,” Thakur informed in a writ-
ten reply in Lok Sabha.

The Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports 
runs the following schemes for the de-
velopment of sports in the country, 
including at the village level: (i) Khelo 
India Scheme; (ii) Assistance to National 
Sports Federations; (iii) Special Awards 

to Winners in International Sports Events 
and their Coaches; (iv) National Sports 
Awards; (v) Pension to Meritorious 
Sportspersons; (vi) Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay National Sports Welfare Fund; 
(vii) National Sports Development Fund; 
and (viii) Running Sports Training Centres 
through Sports Authority of India. (SAI).

EPL Urge 16% Of Players Unvaccinated To Get Jabbed
Agencies

LONDON: Premier League clubs decided 
against pausing the season on Monday 
despite 10 fixtures being postponed 
in the previous week due to the most 
widespread coronavirus outbreaks to 
date across squads.

While more than 90% of players in the 
Italian and Spanish leagues have been 
fully vaccinated, the Premier League 
disclosed that only 77% of its players 
had received two doses. In its first up-
date on vaccine take-up in two months, 

the league also said 16% of players had 
not received even a single dose.

Coronavirus cases across players and 
staff hit another high in the last week, 
more than doubling from 42 to 90. It re-
flects a spike in infections across Britain 
— up some 60% in the last week — with 
more than 90,000 daily cases reported 
in three of the last four days.

Premier League clubs met virtually 
on Monday after six of the weekend’s 
10 games were called off.

“While recognizing a number of clubs 
are experiencing COVID-19 outbreaks 

and challenges,” the league said after 
the call, “it is the league’s collective in-
tention to continue the current fixture 
schedule where safely possible.

“The health and wellbeing of all con-
cerned remains our priority and the 
league will continue to monitor and 
reflect public health guidance, always 
proceeding with caution.”

Due to the looming fixture conges-
tion to play postponed games, it was 
announced Monday that plans for re-
plays in the third and fourth rounds of 
the FA Cup have been scrapped.

DURING THE LAST FIVE YEARS, a sum of Rs 7,072.28 crore 
was allocated and a sum of Rs 6,801.30 crore was released un-
der the various sports development schemes of this Ministry.”
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