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Courage is knowing 
what not to fear

— Plato

Widom

Militant Associate Held 
In Kulgam: Police
SRINAGAR: Police on Sunday claimed 
to have arrested a militant associate 
from Kulgam district of south 
Kashmir.  Feroz Ahmad Zargar alias 
Kamran of Gratbal Quimoh in Kulgam 
was arrested by a joint team of police 
and army’s 1 RR, More on P6

CRPF Constable 
Shoots Self Dead
SRINAGAR: A Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) constable on Sunday 
committed suicide by shooting 
himself dead with his service rifle in 
central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.
41-year-old Deonath Yadav ended his 
life by shooting himself dead with his 
service rifle in the More on P6

Rope Swing Chokes 
Minor To Death
SRINAGAR: A minor boy died in a 
freak accident while playing on a rope 
swing at his native village, Shalpora 
Hardushiva Sopore in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district on Sunday.
12-year-old Hakim Ul Zaman (Aftab) 
son of Mohammad Majnoon Rather— 
got choked to death More on P6

27 Fresh Covid 
Cases In Ladakh
LEH: Ladakh’s tally of COVID-19 cases 
increased to 21,930 on Sunday with 27 
fresh infections, officials said.
While 15 new cases were detected 
in Leh, the rest 12 cases surfaced in 
Kargil district, they said.
The officials said the Covid-related 
death toll remained at More on P6
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PDD Strike Leaves People Shivering In Cold

We Had Fruitful Talks in Kashmir: Div Com Pole

Cold Wave 
Sweeps Kashmir
Pahalgam Shivers At 
Minus 8.7 Degree Celsius
Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Cold wave condi-
tions continued in Kashmir as 
most places experienced the 
coldest night of the season so 
far, with the weatherman fore-
casting further dip in mercury 
over the next few days, officials 
said on Sunday.

The temperature on Sunday 
night was several degrees below 
the freezing point, they said.

Srinagar recorded a low of 
minus 6 degrees Celsius on 
Sunday night, same as the pre-
vious night, which is the lowest 
minimum temperature of the 
season so far in the city.

The minimum was 4.5 de-
grees below the normal for this 

part of the season.
Gulmarg resort 

in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district 
recorded a low of mi-

nus 7.5 degrees Celsius.
The officials said 

Pahalgam recorded a low 
of minus 8.7 degrees 
Celsius. The resort was 
the coldest recorded 
place in the valley.

The mercury in 
Kupwara in north 
Kashmir settled at a low 

of minus 6.1 degrees Celsius.
Qazigund recorded minus 

6.5 degrees Celsius, while 
Kokernag recorded a low of 
minus 6 degrees Celsius.

The cold wave conditions 
led to freezing of water supply 
lines in many areas of the val-
ley as well as the fringes of sev-
eral water bodies, the officials 
said. More on P6

NIA Raids 
Srinagar 
Bizman’s House
Agencies

SRINAGAR: A team of National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) on 
Sunday raided a residential 
house of a businessman in this 
capital city, official sources said.

They said that the residen-
tial house of a Kashmir Art 
Businessman identified as Altaf 
Ahmad Reshi son of Ghulam 
Qadir Reshi, a resident of Malik 
Sahab Safakadal was searched 
by a team of the probing agency.

Official sources said that 
searches were carried out in 
connection with a case already 
registered at the police station 
of NIA and some business re-
lated documents were seized 
during the raid.

Further details will be shared 
later; they told a local news 
agency KDC. More on P6

Pak Militant Killed 
In Harwan Gunfight: Police
Saifulla Killed BJP Leader Bari, His Father & Brother; 2 Cops In Bandipora

Situation In J&K Worsened 
After 2019: Mehbooba

Army Porter Among 
Two Held For Spying

Govt Creating System That Serves 
Equal Opportunities To All: LG

Addresses 
BHU’s Alumni 
Awards Of 
Excellence

J&K Reports 136 New 
Covid Cases, 1 Death

Army Takes Over Power Stations In Jammu
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Power outages during 
the ongoing sub zero tempera-
tures has sparked a wave of an-
ger with sporadic protests re-
ported from many areas across 
Kashmir and Jammu even as 
the strike by power develop-
ment department employees 
against privatisation and other 
issues entered second day with 
no resolution in sight.

Over 20,000 power sec-
tor employees had boycotted 
work around midnight on 
Friday in support of their 
various demands, includ-
ing shelving of a proposed 
joint venture between the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited 
and the Power Grid 
Corporation of India 
Limited.

The employees, from 
all unions and associations, 
from linemen to senior en-
gineers, decided to go on in-
definite strike after failure of 
talks with the government, 
and staged demonstrations in 
the twin capital cities besides 

in district headquarters for 
the second day on Sunday, a 
spokesperson of the coordina-
tion committee of power supply 
employees said.

Officials said many parts of 
the Union Territory witnessed 
total blackout due to the ongo-
ing strike, as a result of which 
people are facing tremendous 
hardships due to non-avail-
ability of electricity and water 
supply, leading to protests by 
angry residents in Jammu city 
and other districts who are reel-

ing under severe cold wave 
conditions.

The spokesperson said 
they had presented a 
four-point formula to 

the government, but it 
failed to accept their 
demands, including a 
white paper on non-
fulfillment of the rec-

ommendations of the 
unbundling report and 

the failure to create posi-
tions as mandated by the com-
mittee at gazetted and non-
gazetted levels, regularisation 
of daily wagers and all power 
development department en-
gineers. More on P6

Army was deployed at 
various power stations in 
Jammu division on Sunday 

after authorities failed to reach 
an amicable agreement with 
thousands of striking employ-
ees of the Power Development 
Department (PDD).

Divisional Commissioner 
Jammu had earlier in the day 
requisitioned the assistance 
of the army to man elec-
tric installations/supplies in 
Jammu division.

For the last 24 hours, almost 
the entire Jammu city and the 
rural areas have remained 
plunged into darkness as the 
striking employees of the PDD 
refuse to man duties until the 
government reverses its deci-
sion to privatise the power 
sector in the UT.

After the daylong discus-
sions with the representa-
tives of the striking employ-
ees failed to persuade them 
to return to their duties, the 
administration on Sunday 

evening requisitioned the 
army to man electric power 
supply in the Jammu division.

In a letter to the Defence 
Ministry, Divisional 
Commissioner, Jammu, 
Raghav Langer wrote: “It is 
to bring to your kind notice 
that due to strike by electric 
department personnel in the 
UT of J&K, essential services 
have been severely affected 
in the Jammu region.

“We would like to hereby 
requisition the Indian army to 
assist in the restoration of the 
said essential services by pro-
visioning manpower to man 
critical electricity stations 
and water supply sources.”

Many areas across Kashmir 
and Jammu witnessed power 
outages and during the night-
hours, there was a blackout 
in nearly 50 per cent of areas 
across J&K. More on P6

Auqib Javeed

The Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole on 
Sunday claimed that the talks with the representatives 
of the J&K Power Employees and Engineers Coordination 

Committee (JKPECC) have remained fruitful and there is “no 
point of disagreement” now. But he hastened to add that since 

there is no “patch-up” in Jammu, the Coordination Committee 
has decided to carry on the strike in Kashmir as well.  
“We had a meeting with them for two consecutive days and 
there is no point between the two parties where there is any kind 
of disagreement. The leaders have also informed us that there is 
no point of disagreement,” Pole told Kashmir Observer.  
The Div com appealed to the Coordination Committee that 

taking the public hostage is not the right way to press their 
demands. “Even there are many rulings on this from the different 
Courts that the public servants can’t take the people hostage to 
press their demands,” he added. When asked if the Coordination 
Committee has refused to call off the strike, what’s the arrangement 
the administration is going to take in Kashmir, Pole said. 
“We will appraise you. I’m sure the issue will get More on P6

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday 
claimed the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
worsened after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and called 
on the people of the union 
territory to stand up for their 
"snatched" rights.

Addressing a party con-
vention in Poonch district, 
Mehbooba termed the 
Centre's decision to revoke 
Article 370 "wrong, unconsti-
tutional and undemocratic" 
and alleged it played with the 
dignity and honour of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.

She also cast doubts on the 
Centre's intention to hold as-
sembly elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Centre revoked the 
special status of the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir 

and split it into two union 
territories on August 5, 2019.

"In view of the prevailing 
situation, the biggest respon-
sibility lies with the youth. 
The situation has worsened 
after the abrogation of Article 
370 and they (Centre) are not 
only taking away our land and 
jobs but have also played with 
our honour and dignity. They 
will not stop till they finish our 
existence," Mehbooba said.

If people want to keep 
Jammu and More on P6

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A Pakistani militant 
involved in many attacks on 
government forces, including 
the killing a Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader, his brother 
and father in Bandipora and the 

recent killing of two policemen 
in the north Kashmir district, 
was killed in an overnight en-
counter in Harwan area of this 
capital city, police said Sunday.

Police, army and CRPF 
launched a cordon and search 
operation (CASO) More on P6

Policeman 
Injured In 
Militant Attack

A policeman was shot at 
and injured by militants in 
south Kashmir’s Pulwama 

district on Sunday.
Mushtaq Ahmad Wagay was 
shot at and injured by militants 
around 7:00pm Sunday near 
his house in his native village 
Bandzoo, a police spokesperson 
said. Wagay sustained bullet 
injuries in his legs and was 
shifted to District Hospital 
Pulwama where his condition is 
stated to be “stable”.
A police spokesperson said that 
soon after the attack, a cordon and 
search operation was launched in 
the area to nab the attackers.
“Police have More on P6

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: As many 136 more 
people tested positive for coro-
navirus in Jammu and Kashmir 
on Sunday while one more 
person succumbed to the 
deadly infection in the 
Union Territory dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

According to 
officials, Kashmir 
reported 114 new 
cases of Covid-19 
on Sunday while the 
remaining 22 were de-
tected in various districts 
of Jammu division, taking the 
total number of people infected 
since the outbreak of pandemic 
last year in J&K to 339827.

In the Valley, officials said, 

Srinagar reported the high-
est 50 new cases of coronavi-
rus, Baramulla 19, Ganderbal 
11, Budgam and Kupwara 10 
each, Bandipora 7, Pulwama 4, 

Anantnag 2, and Kulgam 1. 
Shopian was the only 

district in the Valley 
where no fresh cas-
es were registered.

In the winter 
capital, the officials 
said that Jammu 

registered a maxi-
mum of 8 new cases of 

virus, Doda 5, Ramban 
4, Poonch 3 and one new 

case each in Samba and Reasi 
districts. No fresh cases were 
detected in the four districts of 
Udhampur, Rajouri, Kathua and 
Kishtwar. More on P6

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, addressed IIT-BHU’s “Alumni 
Awards of Excellence 2021-22” at an event organized in New Delhi, an official 
spokesperson said Sunday. On the occasion, the LG, he said, paid tributes and 

remembered Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya Ji and extended his best wishes to 
those who received the Alumni Award of Excellence. He said that the More on P6

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha said on Sunday that his 
administration is moving ahead 
to bring about meaningful and 
lasting change by connecting 
every citizen with the main-
stream of development, provid-
ing equal opportunities to all.

Sinha made these remarks 
during this month’s episode 
of the ‘Awaam Ki Awaaz’ 

programme dedicated to the 
fallen soldiers of 1971 War.

During the radio programme, 
the official spokesperson said 
that the LG voiced valuable 
insights received from the 
various corners for drafting de-
velopment policies as per the 
needs of the people and passed 
directions to the concerned de-
partments in this regard, thus 
making the governance process 
more inclusive, participatory 
and people-centric.

Addressing the people, he 
said, Sinha also More on P6

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Two persons were ar-
rested on charges of spying for 
Pakistan in a village in the border 
district of Rajouri in Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said on Sunday.

A man working as a por-
ter with the Army 
and his relative, 
both residents of 
Nowshera, were 
picked up by a 
joint team of the 
Army and police on spe-
cific information late on 
Saturday, they said.

The arrested Nazir Hussain 
and Mohammed Mukhtar are 
accused of taking videos of 
vital and sensitive security 

installations and sharing them 
with their handlers outside the 
country in lieu of money.

According to the officials, the 
two had shot a video clip in the 
A r m y premises (erst-

while tactical 
headquarters of 

Rashtriya Rifles) 
on a mobile phone.

A piece of infor-
mation was received 
at the Rajouri police 
station on December 

16 regarding an espio-
nage racket operating in the 

area On this complaint, both 
the accused have been arrested 
and further investigation is un-
derway, a police spokesperson 
said. More on P6
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DISCLAIMER: Kashmir Observer makes every effort  to ensure that the information carried in display/ classified advertisements, appearing in the newspaper is correct. However the newspaper takes no 
responsibility nor does it necessarily endorse the contents of these adverts. The readers are therefore requested to verify the contents before acting thereupon. Management

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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Wednesday| 06-10-2021

Clothing & Home Appliances

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

Electronics

10X Mobile Store
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

Tech World 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Monday|  20-12-2021 2
tm

eomctangmarg@gmail.com 
Fax @01954-254630 | Phone No: 01954-254630

Government of Jammu and Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE 

TANGMARG/GULMARG

QUOTATION

Sealed Quotations affixed with Rs.5/- (Ru-
pees:- Five rupee) revenue Stamps are hereby 
invited from the suppliers/dealer's of Hardware 
equipments for repairment of (RICOH) Photo-
stat Machine of Office which should reach to 
this office of Municipal Committee Tangmarg/
Gulmarg by or before 22-12-2021 upto 2 PM. The 
undersigned reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any or all the quotations without assigning 
any reasons thereof.

Further details can be had from the office of 
Municipal Committee Gulmarg/Tangmarg on 
any working day during working Hours. The Ex-
ecutive Officer reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any or all quotations without assigning any 
reason thereof.

No:-MC/TG/ 2021-22/ /1352-54	•
Dated: 16-12-2021  

Executive Officer 
DIPK-NB-5927/21 	M unicipal Committee 

Tangmarg/Gulmarg

Government  of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Assistant Soil 
Conservation Officer Shopian 

Headquarter Pulwama
Email soilconversation.pul@gmail.com 

Ph. No: 7780826569

TENDER NOTICE

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K sealed tenders affixed with revenue stamp 
of Rs: 2/= are invited for providing and installation of Chainlink fencing at Agriculture Hi Tec Mini 
Secretariate  Shopian. The amount for the work is Rs2.00 LCS. The tenders should reach to this office 
within 07 days from the date of publication of this tender notice. The tender documents can be had 
from the office of Assistant Soil Conservation Office, Shopian, headquarter Pulwama.

Terms & conditions: 
1. The tenderer should have valid TIN No/GST No/PAN No. 

Sd/-  
(Aijaz Hussain Dar) 

DIPK-15218/21 	 Assistant Soil Conservation Officer Shopian 
			 
Issued through:
Information & Publications, Directorate of Agriculture Kashmir.

 The Jammu And Kashmir 

State Board Of Technical Education 
Office Jammu: Govt Polytechnic Campus, Bikram Chowk, Jammu - 180004 (Nov. To Apr.
Office Srinagar:  A- Block , Old Secretariat, Srinagar -  190001 (May to oct)

Ph/Fax; Srinagar: Off:  2485697  Jammu: OFF. 2430059

NOTICE
It is  notified for the information of all the concerned Principals and the students of Govt /Private 
Polytechnics of UT of J&K and UT of Ladakh that the online registration forms of newly admitted 
students session 202I-2022  of 1st  semester  and lateral entry of  semester students shall be avail-
able on www.jksbotellve.com with effect from 18th of December, 2021 to 02 nd  of January, 2022.

> The students shall be required to fill up the registration forms online upto 02 nd January  2022 
and submit the same with prescribed fee receipt in the concerned Polytechnic by or before 05th of 
January. 2022.
> The students can pay registration fee of Rs. 200/- through online payment methods (Internet	
Banking/Credit/Debit Card).
> The Principals are requested to provide the assistance wherever required to the students for filling 
online registration forms.
> Principals are requested to strictly submit the registration form in accordance with sanctioned in-
take in the merit and Management quota. No registration form shall be entertained beyond sanc-
tioned intake.
> The hard copy of registration form should be supported with the following Photostat copies of doc-
uments with self-attestation by student and counter attested by the concerned Principal and will be 
submitted by the Polytechnics to this Board office by or before 15th of January 2022.

o	   10th Marks Sheet
o	  Domicile Certificate (PRC)
o	 Category (if any)
o 	 Admission notification (BOTE/MGT/PWD/lnstitute)

(Er. Firdoce Ahmad Itoo) 
Secretary/Controller J&K,

 BOTE Srinagar
No:SBOTE/Reg  2021-22/77  
Dated/17/12/2021

DIPK-15212/21

(Government of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(R&B) CONSTR. DIV. NO. IST SGR

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
3rd Fresh NIT No. 88/e-tendering /CD-I/2021-22/12351-66 Dt.18-12-2021

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders (in single cover system) are invited on percent-
age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and 
other State/UT/Central Government Departments for the following works:-	

S. 
No

Name of Work Adv. Cost (In 
rupees)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees)

Time of 
Completion   
(calendar 
days)

Class 
of Con-
tract

Ref to Auth 
/A.A

Ref. to T.S Major 
Head of 
Account

1. Construction of 
Toilet block and  
Pre-Fabricated 
Huts for Yatra 
at  Pantha 
Chowk Srinagar.

70,02,000 /- 1600/- 90 days AAY AA No.SE 
PWD 
(R&B) Sgr-
Bud/485 
of 2021-22 
dtd.01-10-
2021

SE PWD 
(R&B) Sgr-
Bud/486 
of 2021-22 
dtd.05-10-
2021

5054-CO         
(R&B)

Position of Funds.:-Available.

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18-12-2021
2. Period of downloading of bid-

ding documents
From 19.12.2021 10:00 A.M 

3. Bid submission Start Date 19.12.2021 from 10:30 A.M
4. Bid Submission End Date 24.12.2021 upto 4.00 P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids 

(Online)
24.12.2021 at 4:30 P.M  in the Office of the Executive Engineer, 
Construction Division No. Ist Srinagar.                                     ( to be 
notified after bid evaluation is completed).

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Draw-
ings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given 
below:-
Note :-The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploaded 
softcopy. 
Any short fall found in the soft copy will render the Bid  rejected .
 As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir  Civil Secteriat Finance department  
vide No.OM No.A/24(2017)-651 dtd.07-06-2018 which reads as under :-
a)	 Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed 
with .The same should be obtained only from the Bidder who’s declared Ist Lowest (L-1) after open-
ing of financial bids.
b).The Cost of tender document  should be collected by introducing E-challan or simply uploading a 
copy of necessary Treasury Challan (Receipt). 
1.	 All Bidders has to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money deposit 
( EMD) as per the circular of Finance Department ( Bid Security Declaration Form is as per Annexure 
‘A” below).
2.	T he 1st lowest Bidder has to produce Performance Security Deposit @ 3% of contract 
value in the  shape of CDR/FDR within 02 days after opening of Bids which shall be 
released after successful completion of work with DLP.
3.	T he date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.
in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. 
The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division, Construction Division No. Ist Srinagar (tender receiving authority).
4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
5.	S pecial conditions;
5.1.	T he Bidders should be NSIC (National small Industries Corporation) certified.
5.2.	T he Bidder shall have ISO Certification.
5.3.	T he participant should be registered with the central / UT registering authority.
6.	 All other terms  & conditions  shall be as are as per the SBD/Contract Agreement . 
			 
No.EE/CD-I/NIT/12351-66
DATED._18-12-2021
						E      xecutive Engineer,
							         (R&B) Construction 

Division No. Ist
DIPK-15281/21	                              Srinagar

Vitamin D Supplements May Reduce The 
Duration Of The Common Cold
Agencies

After a couple of years of mask-
wearing, social distancing and hand 
sanitising, the common cold is back. 
And – according to some people – 
back with a vengeance.
Some are calling it a “super cold” 
– others, “the worst cold ever”. For-
tunately, there may be a way to re-
duce the duration of a cold: vitamin 
D supplements.
We may suffer more common 
colds during the winter because 
we spend more time close to each 
other indoors. But vitamin D levels 
might also influence the risk of get-
ting a cold. There are more colds 
during winter when vitamin D lev-
els are lowest, and fewer colds dur-
ing summer when vitamin D levels 
are highest.
We get most of our vitamin D from 
the sun’s rays (80-100 per cent) and 
only a small amount from our diet. 
For people living at latitudes above 
30 degrees, such as in the UK, there 
is a higher risk of having low vita-
min D levels (vitamin D insufficien-

cy) in the winter.
People who spend most of their 
time indoors, or with their skin 
covered, are also at a higher risk of 
vitamin D insufficiency. More than 
half of the UK population is consid-
ered to have insufficient vitamin D 
levels in winter.
In the UK, the sun’s rays are too 
weak to provide enough vitamin D 
between October and March. This 
means that from October until 
March, people’s vitamin D levels are 
likely to fall.
Research shows that vitamin D in-
fluences the risk of catching com-
mon colds and other respiratory in-
fections. People with lower vitamin 
D levels are more likely to have a 
common cold, and people supple-
mented with vitamin D are less 
likely to get a common cold.
As well as reducing the chance of 
getting a common cold, our recent 
research shows that vitamin D sup-
plementation reduces the severity 
and duration of common colds.
First, we found that vitamin D-suf-
ficient military recruits were less 

likely to have a common cold than 
vitamin D-insufficient recruits dur-
ing 12 weeks of basic military train-
ing.
Then we examined the effect of 
vitamin D supplementation dur-
ing winter on common colds. We 
supplemented recruits with either 
simulated sunlight (UV radiation by 
a whole-body irradiation cabinet) 
or oral vitamin D3 tablets (1,000 IU 
per day for four weeks to restore vi-
tamin D to normal levels and then 
400 IU per day for eight weeks to 
maintain healthy vitamin D levels).
Both supplements similarly 
achieved vitamin D sufficiency in 
almost all recruits.
We found that vitamin D supple-
mentation did not reduce the likeli-
hood of getting a common cold, but 
it did reduce the number of days a 
participant had a common cold by 
36%. It also reduced the peak sever-
ity of common cold symptoms by 
15%.
How to get your vitamin D topped 
up
Our findings support the UK gov-

ernment’s recommendation to 
maintain vitamin D sufficiency all 
year round, and they show a poten-
tially beneficial role of wintertime 
vitamin D supplementation.
It is not possible to get enough sun-
light in the UK between October 
and March, so it’s advisable to take 
a 10 microgram vitamin D supple-
ment daily during this period (this 
value is sometimes shown as 400 IU 
on the label).
If you can’t get any sunlight at all, 
or you have not supplemented with 
vitamin D from October onwards, 
you may need to take 25 micro-
grams (1,000 IU) of vitamin D for 
four weeks to restore your vitamin 
D to a healthy level.
To ensure that you get enough vi-
tamin D during the summer, make 
sure you get short periods of regu-
lar sunlight exposure. Safe sunlight 
exposure for people living at lati-
tudes between 30 and 60 degrees 
north involves being in the sun for 
15 minutes between 10am and 3pm 
while wearing a T-shirt and shorts. 

(The Conversation)

Can Oily Fish, Cherries Or Milk Help You Sleep? Here's What The Evidence Shows
Press Trust Of India

Almost one-in-five British people 
report they don't get enough sleep 
each night. The problem is so bad 
that in total the UK public are los-

ing around a night's worth of shut-eye each 
week.
There are a lot of popular beliefs about foods 
and drinks helping people get a good night's 
rest, but many of them are not based on sci-
entific evidence. Here's what we know.

Chemistry of food and sleep
Our diet has an influence upon sleep pat-
terns by affecting the sleep hormone mela-
tonin. For example, foods rich in the essen-
tial amino acid tryptophan are commonly 
cited as helping sleep, as tryptophan helps 
produce melatonin. Additionally, some vita-

mins and minerals may help sleep, such as 
vitamin D, magnesium and zinc.
Oily fish: Evidence suggests the more oily 
fish, such as salmon or herring, you eat the 
better you sleep. Oily fish contain healthy 
fats such as omega-3 oils which have been 
shown to improve sleep in children and are 
involved in serotonin release. Serotonin, a 
brain chemical linked to mood, also regu-
lates the sleep-wake cycle which may also 
explain how eating oily fish can help.
Tart cherries: A number of studies have 
looked at consumption of tart cherries, usu-
ally in the form of a drink, and sleep. Evi-
dence suggests that tart cherries improves 
sleep in older adults, probably due to their 
ability to increase melatonin levels. And tart 
cherries are also rich in nutrients, including 
magnesium, which also may improve your 
sleep.

Kiwi fruit: The evidence for kiwi fruit help-
ing you sleep is mixed. One study suggested 
four weeks of kiwi fruit consumption im-
proved multiple sleep measures, while an-
other, admittedly in sufferers of insomnia, 
found no effect. Based on these findings it is 
not clear yet that eating kiwi fruit will ben-
efit sleep for most people.
Oysters: In 1888 W F Nelsom wrote “He 
who sups on oysters is wont on that night 
to sleep placidly…”.
There is some evidence to back up this 
statement, with zinc-rich foods, including 
oysters, being reported to benefit sleep. 
However, on balance eating oysters before 
bedtime is unlikely to be beneficial to your 
night's sleep.

Alcohol and other drinks
Alcohol causes brain activity to slow down 

and has sedative effects that can induce 
feelings of relaxation and sleepiness. But 
consuming alcohol is actually linked to poor 
sleep quality and duration. Although drink-
ing alcohol may cause more rapid sleep 
onset, this can affect the different stages of 
sleep, decreasing overall sleep quality.
If you want a good night's sleep, avoiding 
alcohol is sound advice. But are there any 
non-alcoholic drinks that might help?
Warm milk: Research conducted in the 
1970s suggested that a glass of warm milk 
before bed could improve sleep quality. 
This research was performed in a very small 
group, however, and little research has been 
done since. Drinking milk does increase 
melatonin levels which could help. But 
there isn't enough evidence to support the 
claim that a glass of warm milk definitely 
makes you nod off.



CITY/STATE 03Monday | 20.12.2021

TM

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

SERVICES SELECTION BOARD,
Hema Complex, Sector-3, Channi Himmat, Jammu.

NOTIFICATION
Sub:- Selection List of candidates under SRO-202 for the post 
of “Junior  Anesthesia Assistant” (Health & Medical Education 
Department) District Cadre Budgam, Pulwama, Kupwara, 
Ganderbal and Baramulla under Item Nos.671, 693, 685, 674 
and 668 respectively pursuant to notification No. (07 of 2015) in 
respect of indent No. HD/NG/232/2015 dated 23-09-2015 -reg.
It is notified to all the concerned that the Selection List (s) notified 
/ uploaded on official website of J&K Services Selection Board vide 
Notification No. SSB/Sel/Secy/2021/8749-54 dated 14.12.2021 is 
hereby withdrawn ab-initio.

By Order.
No: -SSB/Sel/Secy/2021/8822-27  Sd/- (Sachin Jamwal) JKAS,
Dated:-  17.12.2021  Secretary,
DIPK-15215/21  J&K, Services Selection Board Jammu.

MISSION DIRECTOR NATIONAL 
HEALTH MISSION, J&K

JAMMU OFFICE:  REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH & FAMILY 
WELFARE, NAGROTA. JAMMU.

Fax: 0194-2674114; Telephone: 2674244, Pin: 181221
KASHMIR OFFICE: BLOCK A. GROUND FLOOR, OLD 

SECRETARIAT, SRINAGAR. PIN: 190001
Telephone: 0194-247737, 2477309, 2470486; e-mail: 

mdnhmjk@gmail.com; 

NHM HELP LINE FOR JAMMU DIVISION:  
18001800104; KASHMIR DIVISION: 18001800102

CIRCULAR
II has come to the notice of this office 
that some miscreants have developed a 
fake order with the subject "Provisional 
selection list of candidates for different 
posts (Kashmir Division) against 
notification No.SHS.NHM/J&K/HR/10259 
dated 10/05/2021" which is being circulated 
through different social network platforms 
and is creating a huge confusion among the 
general public. In this regard it is to inform 
that this office has not issued any such 
selection list. As such this notification may 
be considered as null and void.
Further State Health Society, NHM  J&K 
has requested the Law enforcement 
agencies to initiate investigation against 
the miscreants.

Sd/ Mission Director, 
DIPK-NB-5991/21 NHM. J&K

J&K POLICE HOSPITAL SRINAGAR
Inside PCR Kashmir Complex, Batamaloo – 190009
Call:  +91-194-2479915 |  Email: msphsgr@jkpolice.gov.in

SHORT TERM QUOTATION
For and on behalf of Medical Superintendent, JK Police Hospital Srinagar invites 
Short term Quotations from the authorized firms for the services/ repairs of BTL 
6000 MICROWAVE Machine (Make: BTL) (Model: 6000-BTL) of Physiotherapy 
unit of Police Hospital Srinagar. The firms, would like to participate shall have to 
meet the following criteria/ process before quoting the price.
1. The firms shall have to produce OEM Certificate/ Authorization certificate 

at the time of onsite examination of the said Machine.
2. The firms shall have to depute their engineers/ technicians to the Police 

Hospital Srinagar within five days from the date of publication.
3. After examination, the participant firms shall have to submit their 

assessment report in a sealed envelope for services/ repairs or 
replacement of the parts if required whatsoever, within two days in the 
office of undersigned.

4. The firm quoting lowest bid/ estimate and satisfying the assessment 
exercise shall be awarded the work order.

5. Any replacement of the part if required must be original and shall carry 
the warranty for a stipulated time.

Note:
The Purchasing Committee shall have the right to reject any firm without 
assigning reason thereof.
Dated: 18-12-2021  Medical Superintendent, 
No: PHS/Pur/Repairs/Quot/2021/7188-194  Police Hospital Srinagar.
DIPK-15272/21

Aura          Aesthetics
ADVANCED DENTISTRY & medical aesthetics

SKIN | HAIR | DENTAL & LASER CLINIC

Regd. No. A-2586

JAWAHAR NAGAR NEAR J&K BANK
For Details Contact: 9797-703533

Our Derma / Cosmetic Services

Our Dental Services

PRP | MESOTHERAPY FOR FACE AND HAIR | CHEMICAL PEELS  

D M C  P I X I G E N U S  |  M E D I FA C I A L S  |  I O N O FA C I A L S  

HYDRAFACIALS  CARBON PEEL | TATOO REMOVAL | LASER HAIR 

REMOVAL  SCALP MICROPIGMENTATION | MELASMA | WART 

REMOVAL | MOLE REMOVAL | ACNE TREATMENT | UNDER EYE 

TREATMENT, MICRO BLADING | BB GLOW | SKIN WHITENING 

GLUTATHIONE IV DRIPS COLLAGEN/PEPTIDES TREATMENTS | AND 

MUCH MORE

Root Canal Treatment & Extraction (Adults & Kids)

Bridges (Crowns)

Restorations (Fillings)

Implants

Smile Designing with Emax Crowns

Veneering( Indirect & Direct)

Teeth Whitening In Office

Scaling Braces Including The Invisalign

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
  

 

MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM 
MIR IS NO MORE

With profound grief and 
sorrow we inform the sad 
demise of Muhammad Ibrahim 
Mir son of Ghulam Hussain 
Mir of Zari Mohalla Lalbazar 
Srinagar who passed away on 
Sunday 19th December 2021.
Keeping in view the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic there 
shall be no congregational 
Fateha Khwani.

BEREAVED

'Delimitation Commission 
Meeting An Indication Of 
Holding Election In J&K Soon'

Farooq Once Said Meeting 
Delimitation Panel Will Strengthen 
August 5 Move: Lone

Court Rejects Bail Of Man 
Accused Of Selling Land 
Belonging To Others

DC Chairs Meeting 
To Finalize Route 
Planning For E-Buses

Detention of Mother-Daughter Duo

No One Above Law; Strict Action Against 
Guilty Regardless Of Age, Gender: DGP

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
Director General of Police Dil-
bag Singh on Sunday said his 
department will take strict 
action against the guilty, irre-
spective of their age or gender.

Though he did not take any 
name, the Union Territory's 
police chief was apparently 
referring to the criticism over 
the arrest of a woman and her 
daughter for allegedly raising 
anti-national slogans after the 
killing of two terrorists in an 
encounter in Srinagar recently.

The DGP also said launch 
pads and terror camps are 
active in Pakistan and are be-
ing used to infiltrate more 

terrorists with the support of 
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intel-
ligence and its army but the 
Indian forces are on high alert 
to thwart any such attempts.

Speaking to the media af-
ter declaring open the 10th 
edition of police martyrs me-
morial cricket tournament 
in Kathua district, Singh said 
the police, along with other 
security forces, would take all 
stringent actions to bring an 
end to the proxy war initiated 
by Pakistan.

The fight against the proxy 
war of Pakistan and its ter-
ror groups will be dealt with 
more stringent response. Op-
eration against the terrorists is 
carried out day and night and 

the war against all those ele-
ments inimical to peace and 
development is being accel-
erated. We will not let them 
succeed at any cost, he said.

Our aim is to uproot terror-
ism from Jammu and Kashmir, 
he said, referring to the recent 
killings of several Pakistani ter-
rorists in different encounters, 
including the one in Harwan 
area of Srinagar on Sunday.

Without mentioning the 
arrest of a woman and her 
daughter in Ragreth area of 
Srinagar following the killing 
of two terrorists last week, the 
DGP said, No one is above the 
law and strict action will be 
taken if found guilty, irrespec-
tive of age and gender.

Agencies

HANDWARA: Jammu and 
Kashmir BJP unit general 
secretary, Ashok Kaul on 
Sunday said that the meet-
ing of delimitation com-
mission is an indication 
that election in Jammu and 
Kashmir will be held soon.

Talking to reporters on 
the sidelines of the party 
meet at Langate, Kaul as per 
their knowledge NC MP’s 
and two MP’s of BJP will 
also attend the meeting.

“The meeting is a sign 
that the delimitation com-
mission will give its report 
soon, which will be followed 
by an election,” he said.

Kaul said that it is a good 
thing that every party is 
preparing for the election 
and there are also new po-
litical parties being formed 
in J&K ahead of the election.

“BJP being a strong party 
of Jammu and Kashmir is 
also preparing for the elec-
tions as it might take place 
soon. Party is also trying 
to reach out to the people. 

Recently the members of 
BJP had visited Karnah and 
Uri to talk to the people of 
the constituency. Today we 
interacted with the party 
workers and the people of 
Langate constituency to 
discuss the issues.”

He said that the process 
will continue further and 
BJP will visit all the 46 con-
stituencies of Kashmir to 
put forward their motives 
before the people.

“We will try to lessen the 
gap between the people 
and the government. Our 
motive is to make people 
support the vision and 
schemes of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.” (KNS)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: People’s Confer-
ence chairman, Sajad Lone 
on Sunday said that if the 
National Conference meets 
the Delimitation Commis-
sion then it will further 
strengthen the 'unconstitu-
tional' decisions of August 
5, 2019.

Talking to reporters, Lone 
said that on May 21st Fa-
rooq Abdullah gave a state-
ment that NC will not meet 
the Delimitation Commis-
sion as meeting the com-
mission will strengthen 
the decisions of August 05, 
2019.

“So, Farooq Abdullah has 
to answer the people about 
what has changed in the 
last six months in Jammu 

and Kashmir. Wouldn’t this 
be a support of the deci-
sions of August 05 if NC 
will meets the delimitation 
commission?,” he ques-
tioned.

Lone further said that if 
NC will not meet the De-
limitation Commission 
then surely they are in sup-
port of restoration of the 
special status of J&K.

Lone said that he would 
like to tell the PM and the 
authorities of J&K that they 
should not create a pres-
sure cooker like situation 
in J&K.

“There is so much op-
pression in J&K that the 
people are experiencing 
like being in a pressure 
cooker. The government 
should try to lessen the 

pressure here otherwise in 
a pressure cooker like situ-
ation, the lava will come 
out,” he added.

He said that the authori-
ties of J&K who are heading 
the UT will go back to their 
native places someday but 
the people, especially the 
youth of J&K have to live 
here.

“I want to appeal to the 
government to not create 
a venom which will impact 
the future generations of 
J&K.”

Replying to a question 
about restoration of Ar-
ticle 370, he said that PC’s 
stand is clear about Article 
370 and statehood and they 
will fight for whatever has 
been taken from the people 
of J&K unconstitutionally.

Agencies

SRINAGAR:  A court here 
has rejected anticipatory 
bail application of a man 
accused in a case involving 
selling off a piece of land 
that did not belong to him 
or a co-accused person.

The accused, Ghulam 
Mohi-ud-Din Dar, in league 
with another accused Kan-
wal Khrishan Dhar alleg-
edly played fraud with 
one Azhar Hussain Bhat of 
Chanpora.

As per prosecution, Bhat 
was given an offer by the 
accused Ghulam Mohi-ud-
Din Dar of Jalwalapora Bud-
gam to purchase a patch of 
land measuring two Kanal 
three Marlas at Rajbagh 
Srinagar on the agreed sale 
consideration amount of Rs. 
4.50 Crores from the owner 
of the land who introduced 
himself as Kapil Dhar of Ra-
jbagh Srinagar.

As per Bhat, he along with 
other witnesses and accused 
Ghulma  Mohi-ud-Din Dar 
went to Jammu where the 
accused introduced him to 
“Kapil Dhar '' who showed 
a revenue extract of the land 
under Khasra No. 120 Khe-
wat No. 830.  The deal was 
finalized with the accused 
persons for an amount of Rs. 
4.5 Crores.

Bhat also alleged that he 
paid Rs. 44 lacs into the 
account of “Kapil Dhar” 
through online transactions 
as well as vide cheques and 

also Rs. 35 lacs were paid in 
cash through accused Gh-
ulam Mohi-ud-Din Dar.

Bhat further alleged that 
thereafter he asked accused 
Ghulam Mohiud-Din Dar to 
execute a formal sale deed 
pertaining to the land, how-
ever the same was delayed. 
He further submitted that 
the co-accused had imper-
sonated himself as Kapil 
Dhar in league with accused 
Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Dar 
when in fact his real name 
is Kanwal Khrishan Dhar of 
Rajbagh Srinagar at present 
Nanak Nagar Jammu.

Bhat said that he has 
been cheated by the ac-
cused persons by commit-
ting fraud and imperson-
ation. Bhat filed a case with 
Crime Branch Kashmir. 
During enquiry the state-
ment the bank statements 
of Bhat and accused Kanwal 
Krishan Dhar and Ghulam 
Mohi-ud-Din Dar were ob-
tained from the concerned 
bank branches and also the 
documentary proof which 
Kanwal Khrishan Dhar 
had produced before the 
bank authority at the time 
of opening of account in 
Canara Bank Branch Unit 
Shalimar Road Jammu.

“Keeping in view all the 
facts and circumstances of 
the case, the application 
at hand for grant of bail in 
anticipation of arrest is re-
fused and the application 
is rejected accordingly,” the 
court added. (GNS)

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Mo-
hammad Aijaz chaired a 
meeting of the Regional 
Transport Authority (RTA) 
Srinagar for Route Planning 
for the proposed Electric 
Bus service in Srinagar City.

The Deputy Commission-
er who is the also chairman 
of RTA Srinagar directed the 
concerned Officers to pre-
pare a comprehensive plan 
regarding finalizing routes 
and Stations for Electric 
Buses. He also asked for 
mapping of Charging sta-
tions for the electric buses.

The DC also asked the of-
ficers of line Departments 
to place all necessary prep-
arations for Trial Run of 
Electric Buses.

He further directed the 
officers to roll out an ef-
fective action plan for suc-

cessful operation of electric 
buses.

The DC directed the Re-
gional Transport Officer to 
conduct an exercise with 
consultation with SRTC, 
Traffic Police and other 
concerned for finalizing 
an efficient and effective 
route plan in wake of the 
observation raised in the 
meeting so that better traf-
fic management system is 
implemented to overcome 
the traffic issues in the City.

Senior Superintendent of 
Traffic Javed Koul, Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation, Srinagar, Athar 
Amir Khan, Regional Trans-
port Officer, Kashmir, Sajid 
Yahya Naqash, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Khurshid Ahmad 
Shah, SDM East, Owais 
Mushtaq, General Manager 
JKRTC and other concerned 
were present in the meeting.
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“Electricity outages in many Srinagar areas since last night. 
Patients who are on O² Concentrator support should wait 
no further for restoration of power. Attendants should im-
mediately fetch Oxygen cylinders from NGOs. We are open 
till 7PM today for the purpose.  #OxygenKashmir” 

@sro_kashmir 

“Never talking about women who go thru mental and 
physical abuse in our society, but discuss why wearing tilla 
pheran is haraam shows how sensitive people are! This is 
a fact we all know. Why majority of women are annoyed is 
also because men selectively trend things here!” 

@ainulrhbr 

“Government should enforce blanket ban on private prac-
tice of doctors working in Govt sector like in other parts of 
country.This will improve patient care in govt hospitals and 
will create jobs in private sector as well” 

@GowharDr 

Twitter Talks
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A DV E N T U R E S  I N  A R C H I V E S

Revamp At Top Needed

T
here appears to be a glaring 
disconnect at the higher 
levels in the government 
between the real situation 
and sentiment prevail-

ing in Kashmir and the pursuits of 
the powerful. It still has not struck 
home that the Shopian episode is 
that defining moment which serves 
as a reference point separating the 
“before” from the “after.” Or that the 
incident would be the government’s 
most visible identification mark for 
a long time to come.

Had the government, or more par-
ticularly the chief minister, Omar 
Abdullah, really been fine-tuned to 
the sentiment on the ground, they 
would have been moving heaven 
and earth not to let anyone in the 
uniformed sevices aggravate an 
already explosive situation. There 
would have been concerted drives 
by the chief minister and his cabi-
net to impress on the unified com-
mand the dire need to act with ex-
treme caution and circumspection 
in handling the Shopian fallout, and 
to give no fresh cause for attrition. 
The police leadership would have 
been specially singled out for con-
centrated doses of advice for the 
force to maintain restraint and strict 
discipline and to put itself on a tight 
leash. This was doubly important 
in view of the massive resentment 
against the police and the “needle 
of suspicion” pointing towards it 
which does not often miss the mark.

Instead, raging public anger was 
naively sought to be contained by 
a commission of inquiry, while the 
security system in its entirety was 
left to its old devices. If anything, 
the police has been more willful 
in breaching discipline in an ex-
tremely delicate atmosphere where 
one would have expected it to con-
duct itself with extraordinary care. 
Significantly, the state police chief 
who does not hesitate to make his 
mind known on lesser occasions 
has not been forthcoming with as-
surances of any sort with regard to 
the Shopian outrage and the inves-
tigations the force is conducting 
in the incident. This silence in the 
backdrop of the general impression 
of the police being involved in the 
incident speaks volumes about the 
contempt in the police leadership 
towards the honour and self-respect 
of Kashmiris and their sensibilities. 
The state police chief should have 
been the first to take serious note of 
the dereliction of duty by his officers 
in Shopian in handling the immedi-
ate aftermath of the tragedy and the 
subsequent crude cover up sought 
by them, but instead, the badly de-
layed and insufficient suspensions 
have come only as a thinly-dis-
guised, and futile, attempt to mollify 
and pacify the enraged masses.

Recent events like the reprehensi-
ble indecent advances by a police of-
ficer towards a woman supplicant in 
Baramulla – which sparked of large 
scale violence leading to the death 
of four persons in police and CRPF 
firing – and Wednesday’s crushing 

of two villagers by a police driver 
just serve to underline the inveterate 
character of the forces in Kashmir.

When Peter appears to be just 
as bad as Paul, the move to re-
place the CRPF at the forefront by 
the police is nothing more than a 
cosmetic exercise. Move the CRPF 
out, certainly, but they are to be 
replaced by a force more sensi-
tive to the needs of the hour. Why 
the state government stubbornly 
sticks with the current police lead-
ership when it is demonstrably 
unable to discipline the force and 
civilize it defies explanation. Un-
less, of course, the government 
does not dare to make a move con-
travening the diktat from Delhi.

The “re-working” of the roles 
of the security agencies, which is 
trumpeted so loudly in sections of 
the press, is just old hat, as is the 
endless debate on making the po-
lice more responsive and account-
able. This process has been going 
on in successive governments for 
long decades without any discern-
able outcome – apart from the brief 
respite during the PDP regime.  

It is difficult to answer those who 
dish out facts and figures to claim 
that the forces go out of control 
particularly when the NC is at the 
helm in the state. This could have 
something to do with the long years 
the NC has enjoyed power without 
really feeling accountable to the 
people or being sympathetic to 
public sensitivities. This ingrained 
callousness makes the NC and its 
leadership unsuitable to manage a 
state rife with so many troubles.

What is to be marveled at is that 
the chief minister still categorizes 
the situation in Kashmir as a law 
and order problem, when in reality 
it is a full blown mass rebellion born 
out of the excesses of the forces. Re-
grettably, the government appears 
to know only the language of force 
in reply to genuine massive public 
discontent. Had that not been the 
case, it would not have taken days 
to announce an inquiry commis-
sion in the Shopian tragedy and 
weeks to order the suspension of 
the police officers mishandling the 
incident on every count. Had the 
commission of inquiry not been 
constrained by circumstance to is-
sue strictures against the police 
officers, they would still have been 
enjoying plum postings elsewhere.

Many regard the situation as 
irretrievably lost for the govern-
ment, and those who still harbour 
any hopes, howsoever faint, feel 
let down by the business-as-usual 
approach by the rulers. If the chief 
minister is really serious about the 
police making a difference by tak-
ing the forefront in Kashmir, he has 
nothing to lose by putting the force 
under the leadership of officers 
who have a holistic understanding 
of Kashmir and do not break up 
their brief into isolated segments.   

The article is an Editorial 
from KO Archives 

Ghulam Or Azad?
Estranged Top Congress Leader’s Entry  

Threatens To Upset The Political Apple Cart In J&K
RIYAZ WANI

T
op Congress leader Ghulam 
Nabi Azad’s re-entry into 
an otherwise crowded po-
litical arena in Jammu and 
Kashmir has all the mak-

ings of changing the political game in 
the union territory.  In recent weeks, 
Azad has addressed around ten im-
pressively attended rallies in parts 
of the Jammu division and southern 
Kashmir, something that has greatly 
contributed to the revival of political 
activity. This has also prodded the re-
gional parties to resume their public 
outreach with the NC Vice president 
Omar Abdullah holding a rally at 
Chatroo in  Kishtwar district of Chen-
ab Valley. Mehbooba Mufti who has, 
by and large, been more visible pub-
licly since her release has also tried 
to up her game. Ever before Azad’s 
arrival on the scene, Mehbooba was 
making some loud political noise in 
Jammu. She later held a small protest 
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi. 

Over the last two years, the politi-
cal position taken by Mehbooba on 
the demand for the return of Article 
370 has veered to the extreme. In one 
rally in Chenab Valley, she went even 
to the extent of warning New Delhi 
that it should restore Article 370, if 
it wanted “to keep Kashmir.” The Na-
tional Conference has been more re-
strained but steadfast in its demand 
for restoration of autonomy. The Peo-
ple’s Conference led by Sajad Lone, on 
the other hand, has grown increas-
ingly non-commital on the issue 
since the party suddenly parted ways 
with the People’s Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration. Lone has, instead, fo-
cussed on strengthening his party by 
poaching upon the leaders from the 
PDP and the NC, some of them with 
significant support bases in their re-
spective constituencies. Whether this 
translates into any winnings for his 
party in the future Assembly polls 
is in the realm of speculation. More 
so, when a party that is most vocal 
about the demand for return of J&K 
autonomy is likely to resonate with 
the people both in the Valley and the 
Muslim dominated areas of Jammu.

From the PC onwards, there is the 
Apni Party which apparently has all 
but reconciled to the post-Article 370 
state of affairs. Jammu-based parties, 
including Congress which has some 
presence in the Valley too, see the 
withdrawal of Article 370 as a good 
riddance and their position enjoys 
wide support among the region’s ma-
jority community. In fact, the more 
extreme the position on the issue as 
the one the espoused by the BJP, the 
more uncritical support the party can 
expect from a majority of the major-
ity community in Jammu. 

It is in this convoluted political 
arena that Congress leader Azad has 
tossed his hat in. Although Azad has 
given no indication that he is floating 
a new party, he has also not ruled it 
out.  “In politics, no one can predict 
what will happen next,” he told the 
media in a not so cryptic statement 
about his future plans should his 
party alienate him further. Congress 
has already removed him from its 

disciplinary committee. And in J&K, 
twenty of Azad’s loyalists have quit 
the party in so far starkest signal 
that the cohort has plans up their 
sleeve if the high command doesn’t 
go along with their demand, which 
seems unlikely.

An impossible demand on the part 
of the rebel group could also be a 

calculated ploy to pursue a different 
political course. One possibility that 
is being bandied about is that Azad 
is on course to do an Amarinder 
Singh in J&K. And he could very well 
do it. And he seems to have every 
reason to choose this course, one of 
them being  his current abysmal re-
lations with the Congress high com-
mand. Second, the existing state of 
Congress in the country gives little 
hope that the party will pose any 
credible challenge to the BJP’s pan-
India sway in the next year’s five As-
sembly elections, let alone in 2024 
general elections.   Third, this leaves 
Azad nowhere in terms of his politi-
cal career. Joining the BJP may be an 
option and the Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s perceived soft corner 
for him may make the entry easier 
and even earn him  some post in the 
government but politically this will 
be a suicidal move. It can politically 
deracinate Azad.

Only plausible option under the 

circumstances for him is to launch a 
new party. And should he do that, it 
has the potential to redraw the po-
litical map of J&K - it could very well 
be a throwback to the advent of the 
PDP in 1999.  And there are reasons 
for it. While Azad may have lost the 
last parliament election to the cur-
rent union minister Jitendra Singh, 

he enjoys a good deal of goodwill in 
parts of Jammu and Kashmir if not 
an easily identifiable support base. 
This is because he has always deftly 
straddled the political divide be-
tween Jammu and Kashmir. In Jam-
mu, his pro-India credentials remain 
impeccable - an attribute now even 
certified by PM Modi. 

And, in Valley, his advantage is that 
no one expects him to be adversarial 
towards New Delhi, a characteris-
tic that is expected of every Kash-
mir based leader. In fact, a Kashmiri 
leader’s popularity is directly pro-
portional to how aggressively he 
challenges New Delhi’s hegemonis-
tic policies - real and perceived - to-
wards Kashmir. Azad is not burdened 
by such expectations and therein lies 
the secret of his modest acceptability 
in the Valley. Also, for all his ideologi-
cal contradictions with the drift of 
the  political discourse in the Valley,  
Azad’s politics has invariably had a 
benign orientation  which trumps a 

hostile public response.
Azad has also been smart enough 

to locate his politics at the only 
conceivable political meeting 
ground between the Valley and the 
majority community in Jammu: 
He doesn’t demand restoration of 
Article 370 which faces opposition 
in Jammu’s Hindu dominated areas 
but he wants protection for jobs 
and lands, something that reso-
nates with both the regions. 

This is where Azad threatens to 
emerge as a dark horse. And to his 
advantage, if things don’t go well 
enough for the BJP, the saffron party 
would be content with a potential 
cameo role by Azad for one impor-
tant reason: he could help splinter 
further Muslim vote and potentially 
stymie a Valley based party’s or a co-
alition’s bid to get a reasonable num-
ber of seats let alone a majority, the 
BJP’s mortal fear. 

But there are many other factors 
at play whereby Azad’s entry could 
even weaken the BJP’s stranglehold 
in Jammu. It would be difficult then 
to predict how the post-election sce-
nario will pan out. More so, in the 
event that the BJP goes on to lose 
Uttar Pradesh early next year. Azad 
might then get a maneuvering space 
to strike on his own - in an Azad way. 
Otherwise, he will continue to be 
seen as subservient to the BJP’s agen-
da in J&K - a Ghulam. 

Views expressed in the article are 
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ONE POSSIBILITY THAT IS BEING BANDIED 
about is that Azad is on course to do an Amarinder Singh in J&K. And 
he could very well do it. And he seems to have every reason to choose 

this course, one of them being  his current abysmal relations with the 
Congress high command

FOR ALL HIS IDEOLOGICAL 
contradictions with the drift of the  
political discourse in the Valley,  Azad’s 

politics has invariably had a benign orientation  
which trumps a hostile public response

Cricket Crisis
Jyotsna Mohan

U
neasy lies the head that doesn’t 
wear the crown. Virat Kohli 
though has shown that in the 
Chinese whispers that is Indian 
cricket these days, he will play 

with a straight bat.
In a press conference — a rare event in 

the country these days — he has cleared 
the air over recent issues that have high-
lighted how it is anything but cricket. Vi-
rat said that while he isn’t playing musical 
chairs with Rohit Sharma, BCCI giving him 
a 90- minutes notice and sacking him is ex-
actly how events unfolded.

The test captain has also put the ball in 
BCCI’s court by refuting board president 
Sourav Ganguly’s comments that he was 
asked to stay on as the T-20 captain. On the 
contrary Virat says his decision was accept-
ed without any hesitancy, “I was never told 
not to give up T20 captaincy” he clarified 
as an Indian board realigned by default or 
otherwise to the thinking around split cap-
taincy. Dada on his part is replaying a part of 
history that he was infamously part of when 
he was himself unceremoniously sacked.

To back up, Virat Kohli was recently re-
moved as the captain of the ODI team in 
a last line blink and you will miss it, BCCI 
communique that was released to announce 
the squad for the South Africa series.

The test captain also dismissed reports that 
he asked to be rested, instead confirming his 
availability for the one-day internationals, a 
team that will now be led by Rohit Sharma. 
The new white ball captain on his part is in-
jured (yet again) and will not be able to play 
the three tests under captain Kohli but his 
hamstring injury we are told will be fine by 
the time the ODI series rolls in.

Is Indian cricket in a crisis? It is unlikely, 
but all does not seem to be well and Kohli’s 
contradiction of Ganguly has only com-
pounded the ambiguity the cricket board 
confidently thinks it can always get away 
with. It is an open secret that BCCI as an or-
ganisation is a closed book.

There is a toss-up on what makes more 
eyebrows rise — between lack of accountabil-

ity and BCCI communication — both are like 
cricket on a rainy day at Lords. Instead over the 
last many weeks information from ‘sources’ 
have been periodically leaked as though BCCI 
just discovered an alternate art of storytelling.

Murmurs of a rift between Virat and Rohit 
are as new as Prashant Kishor in politics but 
on the rare occasion that BCCI addresses the 
issues, it leaves others to clear the ball from 
around the wicket.

Virat’s press conference though shows, 
the real rift lies somewhere else. India’s 
best batsman says he is tired of answering 
the same question while promising his “full 
support and cooperation” to Rohit.

Resurrection of an age-old discord
But the media has found its moment and 

the unfolding events are being likened to 
another rivalry from the past. Many min-
utes of prime time are being filled with the 
resurrection of an age-old discord between 
the Haryana Hurricane Kapil Dev and the 
little master, Sunil Gavaskar.

Superstars and egos don’t really need a deep 

dive into Freud and only those playing gully 
cricket will presume that everyone in a team is 
a BFF. Sometimes, what happens in the dress-
ing room should stay in the dressing room.

Kapil and Gavaskar though brought 
us the 1983 World Cup. For now, an ICC 
trophy has been a long time coming and 
the BCCI would do well to address the 
concerns. For starters, it needs to commu-
nicate, especially when the senior most 
player of the team contradicts.

If nothing else, the one thing cricket 
teaches is timing and this controversy 
comes just as the team gets ready to depart 
for the South Africa tour.

Virat Kohli and Ravi Shastri were a coterie 
that ruled Indian cricket for a long time but 
by staying lonely at the top. Over time the 
team selections and the unstructured man-
ner in which they often unfolded became 
controversial as the captain forgot the first 
rule — every player however great will one 
day take the last walk to the pavilion.

In cricket, the rise is sometimes quick, but 
the fall is almost always quicker. Under the 
charmed spotlight of power and popularity, 
it is easy to forget that what comes around, 
goes around. If a Kohli can replace MSD, 
then a Rohit can also take over from a Virat.

But nothing justifies the way Virat Kohli 
was sacked as the captain. Anyone who has 
held that post deserves the respect of being 
asked to leave with dignity. “The chief se-
lector (Chetan Sharma) discussed with me 
the Test team, to which we both agreed.

And before ending the call, I was told the 
five selectors have decided I will not be the 
ODI captain, to which I replied, ‘OK, fine’. 
In the selection call afterwards, we chatted 
about it briefly. That’s what happened. There 
was no communication before that at all.”

A press conference before a tour usually talks 
business, but Virat Kohli has instead opened a 
pandora’s box. The eyes will also be on another 
person, someone who at the best of times pre-
fers to let only his work do the talking. New 
coach Rahul Dravid may have been left won-
dering if this was also in his coaching memo.

Views expressed in the article are the au-
thor’s own and do not necessarily represent 

the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 
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NOTHING JUSTIFIES THE WAY VIRAT KOHLI 
was sacked as the captain. Anyone who has held that post deserves 
the respect of being asked to leave with dignity
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“Electricity outages in many Srinagar areas since last night. 
Patients who are on O² Concentrator support should wait 
no further for restoration of power. Attendants should im-
mediately fetch Oxygen cylinders from NGOs. We are open 
till 7PM today for the purpose.  #OxygenKashmir” 

@sro_kashmir 

“Never talking about women who go thru mental and 
physical abuse in our society, but discuss why wearing tilla 
pheran is haraam shows how sensitive people are! This is 
a fact we all know. Why majority of women are annoyed is 
also because men selectively trend things here!” 

@ainulrhbr 

“Government should enforce blanket ban on private prac-
tice of doctors working in Govt sector like in other parts of 
country.This will improve patient care in govt hospitals and 
will create jobs in private sector as well” 

@GowharDr 

Twitter Talks
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A DV E N T U R E S  I N  A R C H I V E S

Revamp At Top Needed

T
here appears to be a glaring 
disconnect at the higher 
levels in the government 
between the real situation 
and sentiment prevail-

ing in Kashmir and the pursuits of 
the powerful. It still has not struck 
home that the Shopian episode is 
that defining moment which serves 
as a reference point separating the 
“before” from the “after.” Or that the 
incident would be the government’s 
most visible identification mark for 
a long time to come.

Had the government, or more par-
ticularly the chief minister, Omar 
Abdullah, really been fine-tuned to 
the sentiment on the ground, they 
would have been moving heaven 
and earth not to let anyone in the 
uniformed sevices aggravate an 
already explosive situation. There 
would have been concerted drives 
by the chief minister and his cabi-
net to impress on the unified com-
mand the dire need to act with ex-
treme caution and circumspection 
in handling the Shopian fallout, and 
to give no fresh cause for attrition. 
The police leadership would have 
been specially singled out for con-
centrated doses of advice for the 
force to maintain restraint and strict 
discipline and to put itself on a tight 
leash. This was doubly important 
in view of the massive resentment 
against the police and the “needle 
of suspicion” pointing towards it 
which does not often miss the mark.

Instead, raging public anger was 
naively sought to be contained by 
a commission of inquiry, while the 
security system in its entirety was 
left to its old devices. If anything, 
the police has been more willful 
in breaching discipline in an ex-
tremely delicate atmosphere where 
one would have expected it to con-
duct itself with extraordinary care. 
Significantly, the state police chief 
who does not hesitate to make his 
mind known on lesser occasions 
has not been forthcoming with as-
surances of any sort with regard to 
the Shopian outrage and the inves-
tigations the force is conducting 
in the incident. This silence in the 
backdrop of the general impression 
of the police being involved in the 
incident speaks volumes about the 
contempt in the police leadership 
towards the honour and self-respect 
of Kashmiris and their sensibilities. 
The state police chief should have 
been the first to take serious note of 
the dereliction of duty by his officers 
in Shopian in handling the immedi-
ate aftermath of the tragedy and the 
subsequent crude cover up sought 
by them, but instead, the badly de-
layed and insufficient suspensions 
have come only as a thinly-dis-
guised, and futile, attempt to mollify 
and pacify the enraged masses.

Recent events like the reprehensi-
ble indecent advances by a police of-
ficer towards a woman supplicant in 
Baramulla – which sparked of large 
scale violence leading to the death 
of four persons in police and CRPF 
firing – and Wednesday’s crushing 

of two villagers by a police driver 
just serve to underline the inveterate 
character of the forces in Kashmir.

When Peter appears to be just 
as bad as Paul, the move to re-
place the CRPF at the forefront by 
the police is nothing more than a 
cosmetic exercise. Move the CRPF 
out, certainly, but they are to be 
replaced by a force more sensi-
tive to the needs of the hour. Why 
the state government stubbornly 
sticks with the current police lead-
ership when it is demonstrably 
unable to discipline the force and 
civilize it defies explanation. Un-
less, of course, the government 
does not dare to make a move con-
travening the diktat from Delhi.

The “re-working” of the roles 
of the security agencies, which is 
trumpeted so loudly in sections of 
the press, is just old hat, as is the 
endless debate on making the po-
lice more responsive and account-
able. This process has been going 
on in successive governments for 
long decades without any discern-
able outcome – apart from the brief 
respite during the PDP regime.  

It is difficult to answer those who 
dish out facts and figures to claim 
that the forces go out of control 
particularly when the NC is at the 
helm in the state. This could have 
something to do with the long years 
the NC has enjoyed power without 
really feeling accountable to the 
people or being sympathetic to 
public sensitivities. This ingrained 
callousness makes the NC and its 
leadership unsuitable to manage a 
state rife with so many troubles.

What is to be marveled at is that 
the chief minister still categorizes 
the situation in Kashmir as a law 
and order problem, when in reality 
it is a full blown mass rebellion born 
out of the excesses of the forces. Re-
grettably, the government appears 
to know only the language of force 
in reply to genuine massive public 
discontent. Had that not been the 
case, it would not have taken days 
to announce an inquiry commis-
sion in the Shopian tragedy and 
weeks to order the suspension of 
the police officers mishandling the 
incident on every count. Had the 
commission of inquiry not been 
constrained by circumstance to is-
sue strictures against the police 
officers, they would still have been 
enjoying plum postings elsewhere.

Many regard the situation as 
irretrievably lost for the govern-
ment, and those who still harbour 
any hopes, howsoever faint, feel 
let down by the business-as-usual 
approach by the rulers. If the chief 
minister is really serious about the 
police making a difference by tak-
ing the forefront in Kashmir, he has 
nothing to lose by putting the force 
under the leadership of officers 
who have a holistic understanding 
of Kashmir and do not break up 
their brief into isolated segments.   

The article is an Editorial 
from KO Archives 

Ghulam Or Azad?
Estranged Top Congress Leader’s Entry  

Threatens To Upset The Political Apple Cart In J&K
RIYAZ WANI

T
op Congress leader Ghulam 
Nabi Azad’s re-entry into 
an otherwise crowded po-
litical arena in Jammu and 
Kashmir has all the mak-

ings of changing the political game in 
the union territory.  In recent weeks, 
Azad has addressed around ten im-
pressively attended rallies in parts 
of the Jammu division and southern 
Kashmir, something that has greatly 
contributed to the revival of political 
activity. This has also prodded the re-
gional parties to resume their public 
outreach with the NC Vice president 
Omar Abdullah holding a rally at 
Chatroo in  Kishtwar district of Chen-
ab Valley. Mehbooba Mufti who has, 
by and large, been more visible pub-
licly since her release has also tried 
to up her game. Ever before Azad’s 
arrival on the scene, Mehbooba was 
making some loud political noise in 
Jammu. She later held a small protest 
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi. 

Over the last two years, the politi-
cal position taken by Mehbooba on 
the demand for the return of Article 
370 has veered to the extreme. In one 
rally in Chenab Valley, she went even 
to the extent of warning New Delhi 
that it should restore Article 370, if 
it wanted “to keep Kashmir.” The Na-
tional Conference has been more re-
strained but steadfast in its demand 
for restoration of autonomy. The Peo-
ple’s Conference led by Sajad Lone, on 
the other hand, has grown increas-
ingly non-commital on the issue 
since the party suddenly parted ways 
with the People’s Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration. Lone has, instead, fo-
cussed on strengthening his party by 
poaching upon the leaders from the 
PDP and the NC, some of them with 
significant support bases in their re-
spective constituencies. Whether this 
translates into any winnings for his 
party in the future Assembly polls 
is in the realm of speculation. More 
so, when a party that is most vocal 
about the demand for return of J&K 
autonomy is likely to resonate with 
the people both in the Valley and the 
Muslim dominated areas of Jammu.

From the PC onwards, there is the 
Apni Party which apparently has all 
but reconciled to the post-Article 370 
state of affairs. Jammu-based parties, 
including Congress which has some 
presence in the Valley too, see the 
withdrawal of Article 370 as a good 
riddance and their position enjoys 
wide support among the region’s ma-
jority community. In fact, the more 
extreme the position on the issue as 
the one the espoused by the BJP, the 
more uncritical support the party can 
expect from a majority of the major-
ity community in Jammu. 

It is in this convoluted political 
arena that Congress leader Azad has 
tossed his hat in. Although Azad has 
given no indication that he is floating 
a new party, he has also not ruled it 
out.  “In politics, no one can predict 
what will happen next,” he told the 
media in a not so cryptic statement 
about his future plans should his 
party alienate him further. Congress 
has already removed him from its 

disciplinary committee. And in J&K, 
twenty of Azad’s loyalists have quit 
the party in so far starkest signal 
that the cohort has plans up their 
sleeve if the high command doesn’t 
go along with their demand, which 
seems unlikely.

An impossible demand on the part 
of the rebel group could also be a 

calculated ploy to pursue a different 
political course. One possibility that 
is being bandied about is that Azad 
is on course to do an Amarinder 
Singh in J&K. And he could very well 
do it. And he seems to have every 
reason to choose this course, one of 
them being  his current abysmal re-
lations with the Congress high com-
mand. Second, the existing state of 
Congress in the country gives little 
hope that the party will pose any 
credible challenge to the BJP’s pan-
India sway in the next year’s five As-
sembly elections, let alone in 2024 
general elections.   Third, this leaves 
Azad nowhere in terms of his politi-
cal career. Joining the BJP may be an 
option and the Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s perceived soft corner 
for him may make the entry easier 
and even earn him  some post in the 
government but politically this will 
be a suicidal move. It can politically 
deracinate Azad.

Only plausible option under the 

circumstances for him is to launch a 
new party. And should he do that, it 
has the potential to redraw the po-
litical map of J&K - it could very well 
be a throwback to the advent of the 
PDP in 1999.  And there are reasons 
for it. While Azad may have lost the 
last parliament election to the cur-
rent union minister Jitendra Singh, 

he enjoys a good deal of goodwill in 
parts of Jammu and Kashmir if not 
an easily identifiable support base. 
This is because he has always deftly 
straddled the political divide be-
tween Jammu and Kashmir. In Jam-
mu, his pro-India credentials remain 
impeccable - an attribute now even 
certified by PM Modi. 

And, in Valley, his advantage is that 
no one expects him to be adversarial 
towards New Delhi, a characteris-
tic that is expected of every Kash-
mir based leader. In fact, a Kashmiri 
leader’s popularity is directly pro-
portional to how aggressively he 
challenges New Delhi’s hegemonis-
tic policies - real and perceived - to-
wards Kashmir. Azad is not burdened 
by such expectations and therein lies 
the secret of his modest acceptability 
in the Valley. Also, for all his ideologi-
cal contradictions with the drift of 
the  political discourse in the Valley,  
Azad’s politics has invariably had a 
benign orientation  which trumps a 

hostile public response.
Azad has also been smart enough 

to locate his politics at the only 
conceivable political meeting 
ground between the Valley and the 
majority community in Jammu: 
He doesn’t demand restoration of 
Article 370 which faces opposition 
in Jammu’s Hindu dominated areas 
but he wants protection for jobs 
and lands, something that reso-
nates with both the regions. 

This is where Azad threatens to 
emerge as a dark horse. And to his 
advantage, if things don’t go well 
enough for the BJP, the saffron party 
would be content with a potential 
cameo role by Azad for one impor-
tant reason: he could help splinter 
further Muslim vote and potentially 
stymie a Valley based party’s or a co-
alition’s bid to get a reasonable num-
ber of seats let alone a majority, the 
BJP’s mortal fear. 

But there are many other factors 
at play whereby Azad’s entry could 
even weaken the BJP’s stranglehold 
in Jammu. It would be difficult then 
to predict how the post-election sce-
nario will pan out. More so, in the 
event that the BJP goes on to lose 
Uttar Pradesh early next year. Azad 
might then get a maneuvering space 
to strike on his own - in an Azad way. 
Otherwise, he will continue to be 
seen as subservient to the BJP’s agen-
da in J&K - a Ghulam. 
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ONE POSSIBILITY THAT IS BEING BANDIED 
about is that Azad is on course to do an Amarinder Singh in J&K. And 
he could very well do it. And he seems to have every reason to choose 

this course, one of them being  his current abysmal relations with the 
Congress high command

FOR ALL HIS IDEOLOGICAL 
contradictions with the drift of the  
political discourse in the Valley,  Azad’s 

politics has invariably had a benign orientation  
which trumps a hostile public response

Cricket Crisis
Jyotsna Mohan

U
neasy lies the head that doesn’t 
wear the crown. Virat Kohli 
though has shown that in the 
Chinese whispers that is Indian 
cricket these days, he will play 

with a straight bat.
In a press conference — a rare event in 

the country these days — he has cleared 
the air over recent issues that have high-
lighted how it is anything but cricket. Vi-
rat said that while he isn’t playing musical 
chairs with Rohit Sharma, BCCI giving him 
a 90- minutes notice and sacking him is ex-
actly how events unfolded.

The test captain has also put the ball in 
BCCI’s court by refuting board president 
Sourav Ganguly’s comments that he was 
asked to stay on as the T-20 captain. On the 
contrary Virat says his decision was accept-
ed without any hesitancy, “I was never told 
not to give up T20 captaincy” he clarified 
as an Indian board realigned by default or 
otherwise to the thinking around split cap-
taincy. Dada on his part is replaying a part of 
history that he was infamously part of when 
he was himself unceremoniously sacked.

To back up, Virat Kohli was recently re-
moved as the captain of the ODI team in 
a last line blink and you will miss it, BCCI 
communique that was released to announce 
the squad for the South Africa series.

The test captain also dismissed reports that 
he asked to be rested, instead confirming his 
availability for the one-day internationals, a 
team that will now be led by Rohit Sharma. 
The new white ball captain on his part is in-
jured (yet again) and will not be able to play 
the three tests under captain Kohli but his 
hamstring injury we are told will be fine by 
the time the ODI series rolls in.

Is Indian cricket in a crisis? It is unlikely, 
but all does not seem to be well and Kohli’s 
contradiction of Ganguly has only com-
pounded the ambiguity the cricket board 
confidently thinks it can always get away 
with. It is an open secret that BCCI as an or-
ganisation is a closed book.

There is a toss-up on what makes more 
eyebrows rise — between lack of accountabil-

ity and BCCI communication — both are like 
cricket on a rainy day at Lords. Instead over the 
last many weeks information from ‘sources’ 
have been periodically leaked as though BCCI 
just discovered an alternate art of storytelling.

Murmurs of a rift between Virat and Rohit 
are as new as Prashant Kishor in politics but 
on the rare occasion that BCCI addresses the 
issues, it leaves others to clear the ball from 
around the wicket.

Virat’s press conference though shows, 
the real rift lies somewhere else. India’s 
best batsman says he is tired of answering 
the same question while promising his “full 
support and cooperation” to Rohit.

Resurrection of an age-old discord
But the media has found its moment and 

the unfolding events are being likened to 
another rivalry from the past. Many min-
utes of prime time are being filled with the 
resurrection of an age-old discord between 
the Haryana Hurricane Kapil Dev and the 
little master, Sunil Gavaskar.

Superstars and egos don’t really need a deep 

dive into Freud and only those playing gully 
cricket will presume that everyone in a team is 
a BFF. Sometimes, what happens in the dress-
ing room should stay in the dressing room.

Kapil and Gavaskar though brought 
us the 1983 World Cup. For now, an ICC 
trophy has been a long time coming and 
the BCCI would do well to address the 
concerns. For starters, it needs to commu-
nicate, especially when the senior most 
player of the team contradicts.

If nothing else, the one thing cricket 
teaches is timing and this controversy 
comes just as the team gets ready to depart 
for the South Africa tour.

Virat Kohli and Ravi Shastri were a coterie 
that ruled Indian cricket for a long time but 
by staying lonely at the top. Over time the 
team selections and the unstructured man-
ner in which they often unfolded became 
controversial as the captain forgot the first 
rule — every player however great will one 
day take the last walk to the pavilion.

In cricket, the rise is sometimes quick, but 
the fall is almost always quicker. Under the 
charmed spotlight of power and popularity, 
it is easy to forget that what comes around, 
goes around. If a Kohli can replace MSD, 
then a Rohit can also take over from a Virat.

But nothing justifies the way Virat Kohli 
was sacked as the captain. Anyone who has 
held that post deserves the respect of being 
asked to leave with dignity. “The chief se-
lector (Chetan Sharma) discussed with me 
the Test team, to which we both agreed.

And before ending the call, I was told the 
five selectors have decided I will not be the 
ODI captain, to which I replied, ‘OK, fine’. 
In the selection call afterwards, we chatted 
about it briefly. That’s what happened. There 
was no communication before that at all.”

A press conference before a tour usually talks 
business, but Virat Kohli has instead opened a 
pandora’s box. The eyes will also be on another 
person, someone who at the best of times pre-
fers to let only his work do the talking. New 
coach Rahul Dravid may have been left won-
dering if this was also in his coaching memo.

Views expressed in the article are the au-
thor’s own and do not necessarily represent 

the editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 

The author is a journalist and writer. The article 
was originally published by The Gulf News 

NOTHING JUSTIFIES THE WAY VIRAT KOHLI 
was sacked as the captain. Anyone who has held that post deserves 
the respect of being asked to leave with dignity

Begging Menace in Kashmir?

Malik Javid

L
OCKDOWN may have put 
a break on common man’s 
movement, but there seems 
to be no break on the move-
ment of beggars looking for 

alms in our localities. What I have 
concluded after acutely observing 
class of population, who have turned 
this begging into a livelihood profes-
sion from past few years is that, there 
is no check on the credibility of these 
people at any level — government or 
community

If a person is healthy and hale what 
is prompting them to choose this os-
tracized profession needs to be ques-
tioned. We can’t go on ignoring this 
elephant in the room. In fact, our si-
lence has led to legitimization of this 
begging as a profession. Even today 
amid these tough times, these people 
seem to be breaching every barricade 
set by authorities to invade the pri-
vacy of our homes only to put their 
own and others’ lives at

From past decade, our valley has 
seen an exponential rise in the men-
ace of begging. I wouldn't be exag-
gerating in calling Kashmir a “beg-
gar's paradise”. One might not to be 
certain here about earning livelihood 
by working as a daily wager in unor-
ganised sector but one is sure to get 
pocket full of money at the end of 
day, courtesy of begging in markets, 
mosques, hospitals, highways and of-
fices. Such is the sad state of our

Political uncertainty and conflict 
ruling the valley from last three de-
cades has not decreased the inflow 
of panhandlers across the tunnel ir-
respective of gender and age from 
hinterlands of other parts of country 
to our valley. Unfortunately, there 
seems to be no check on the move-
ment of these mendicants even in 
the times of a

Two years back, J&K government 
had banned begging at public and 
religious places in Srinagar but that 
order has remained confined to just 
paper and with authorities have 
lowered their guard against beggars 
with time. Therefore, things have re-
mained unchanged on

Now what this huge inflow of 
beggars has done is that our own 
population has succumbed to this 
alternate route of earning livelihood 
too now. They seem to have  taken 
cue from these outsiders which has 
inturn given birth to a new breed 
of home-grown beggars, who are 
healthy and hale. Yet they are opting 
for this much disliked way of

According to our religion, begging 
was prescribed for those people who 
had lost their organs of working by 
birth or accidently, thus rendering 
themselves helpless at the mercy 
of others to earn their living. With 
time, begging has been turned into 
a money minting profession with 
people who could have easily earned 
their living by using their own hands 
instead of preferring begging over it. 
As the time passes, these people get 
addicted to it to a level of no return. 
What prompts them to take this pro-
fession to earn their bread and butter 
is the assured hefty amount at end of 
the day without any

A few days back, I was preparing to 
take my routine sleep on our veranda 
after midday prayers when I saw a 
gentle voice of a young boy wearing a 
blue skull cap and matching shalwar 
kameez approach me. With the first 
glance itself, I could conclude from 
his face that he would have been 
close to twelve years. He was holding 
a bundle of few old notes in the close 
fist of his right hand and a few lami-
nated documents of some orphan-
age institution under his left armpit. 
His pockets on either side of shalwar 

kameez had visibly bulged out due 
to weigh of coins. Before I could to 
check his credentials, he started his 
memorised sermon when I inter-
cepted him in the middle to check 
his credibility. When I enquired from 
him as to who gave him the authority 
to collect money in the name of the 
orphanage, he became silent. I could 
see the lines of discomfort growing 
on his face with his colour fading to 
pale. When I asked him for the con-
tact number of the head of institu-
tion he was claiming to represent, he 
sensed trouble and pulled away his 
documents from my hand and ran 
away — but not without passing a 
comment at me, Agar hass deon chi 
thaa dee,Eoutha chena police enqui-
ry asee Karan (if you want to give me 
something then give, the amount of 
enquiry you are doing even the po-
lice doesn’t do it with

As he left, I began to ponder over 
his

Our society needs to cure the 
menace of begging through actively 
arranging destitute management. 
Institutions that cater to the needy 
here must also come up with ways 
to be self sustaining and not rely on 
donations entirely. For instance, re-
vered and respected Islamic scholar 
Maulana Tariq Jameel who recently 
started his clothing MTJ brand to 
run his Islamic institution. In an in-
terview he was quoted as saying, 
"I don’t want spread hands before 
people to run my institutions, I want 
them to be self-sustaining by run-
ning them on money earned through 
this clothing MTJ brand"

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not necessarily

 represent the editorial stance of Kashmir
The author can be reached at

malikjavid86@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com
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Endless Wait

O
nce again, the centre has made it clear that the 
statehood to Kashmir will be restored at “an ap-
propriate time.” This time, the assurance was 
given by the union minister of state for home  
Nityanand Rai in a written reply in Rajya Sabha 

on Wednesday. He was replying to a question whether there 
is a timeline to grant statehood to the Union Territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. The minister also said that 
the decision to schedule elections is the prerogative of the 
Election Commission of India. 

This is the umpteenth time now since the centre has used 
the phrase “appropriate time” for the restoration of state-
hood to Kashmir. This actually means there is no definite 
trimeline that the union government  is willing to follow on 
this. The centre is understood to not be in favour of restoring 
statehood  until it has completed the process of fresh delimi-
tation of Assembly seats. And to this end, a delimitation com-
mission has been working for the last one and a half years 
and it is due to present its draft report later this month. 

The exercise is expected to change the electoral game in 
the Valley. The commission set up by the government is 
expected to enhance the seats for Jammu division making 
it politically at par with Kashmir.   Should that happen, a 
Jammu-based party like the BJP would have more political 
weight in the future J&K Assembly.  And even if a Kashmir-
based party were to form or lead a future government, it 
would have little maneuvering space to carry out its agenda 
or overturn the laws passed by the New Delhi backed ad-
ministration over the last two years.

Going forward, the situation looks very uncertain. It is 
unlikely that space for normal political activity will open 
up anytime soon. Though the Delimitation Commission has 
invited parliament members of National Conference to its 
meeting in New Delhi on December 20 and the NC is likely 
to attend, this may not change much. The centre, on the 
other hand, is in no mood to engage with Kashmiri estab-
lishment parties after their meeting with the prime min-
ister few months ago.  The harsh truth is that if at all, the 
centre will engage on its terms and offer little accommoda-
tion to the demands of the major regional parties like the 
National Conference and the PDP. There is also little hope 
that these parties would be allowed to publicly raise their 
issues. They will have no option but to wait and watch. For 
now, it will be interesting to see what the Delimitation 
Commission has in store for us. 

Dear VC, Reopen 24*7 Reading Room At KU

W
ith deference I want 
to draw your kind 
attention towards 
the serious issue of 
closure of ’round-

the-clock’ reading room facility at the 
University of Kashmir for more than 
two years now. The library was closed 
after the abrogation of Article 370 and 
bifurcation of the erstwhile state into 
two union territories . The erosion of 
J&K ' s semi-autonomous status was 
followed by prolonged closure of edu-
cational institutions across the valley. 
After that the virulent covid-19 pan-
demic triggered successive lockdowns. 
However, with the receding of the sec-
ond wave of covid-19 the university 
was opened, but the students are yet 
bereft of 24x7 reading room facility .

The closure of ’round-the-clock’ read-
ing room facility in Kashmir University 
has caused immense impediments to 
students associated with varsity in 
their studies. The reading room of the 

Allama Iqbal has a capacity to accom-
modate around 200 to 250 students at 
a time. Its closure has adversely affect-
ed the studies of students of varsity , 
which has put their future in jeopardy. 
Earlier , when the students had read-
ing room facilities, they would study 
during the night hours in the read-
ing room to prepare for semester and  
competitive exams. The reading room 
proves the knight in shining armour 
for those students who share rooms 
with 3-4 persons . It is not possible for 
them to study in a room because of the 
unfeasible milieu there. 

Students of the varsity protested mul-
tiple times against the inordinate clo-
sure of the 24x7 reading room facility, 
but all the protests proved unavailing 
so far. Their protests were reported by 
different newspapers and news por-
tals to convey their genuine demand to 
authorities ,but the authorities turned 
deaf ear to the incessant requests of 
the students. Instead of redressing 

this genuine demand of students, the 
authorities gave feeble excuses which 
can not go down the throat of any logi-
cal person. They falsely claim we are 
concerned about the health of students 
and ventilation problems can occur 
there because the reading room is lo-
cated in an underground story . They 
should understand students are the 
most disciplined folk of any communi-
ty and they better know how to follow 
Covid-19 protocols and save their lives. 
They should understand the plight of 
students.  And the question is when 
every department of the university is 
organizing events every month , mar-
kets and restaurants are packed with 
people and covid-19 SOPs going for the 
toss every now and then, why can the 
reading room not be reopened 24x7 for 
our students who will seriously adhere 
to the covid-19 SOPs?

I want to apprise you that, library 
plays a stern and climacteric role in 
our academic lives. And the most 

important thing in the library is the 
reading room facility. One could say; a 
reading room is to a library, what pilot 
is to aeroplane.  Reading rooms pro-
vide a relaxed ambience for students 
to study. It provides a peaceful atmo-
sphere to educate seekers of knowl-
edge. Evidence suggests learning out-
comes are better in schools, colleges 
and universities that have reading 
room facilities on-site. 

I earnestly request the honourable 
vice-chancellor of Kashmir Univer-
sity to take this matter seriously and 
redress this genuine demand of stu-
dents as soon as possible. I humbly en-
treat you to direct the Chief Librarian 
of Kashmir University to resume the 
24x7 reading room facility, so that stu-
dents don’t suffer further.

Ummar Jamal
Student Law Faculty and coordina-
tor of JKSA ( Jammu and Kashmir 

students Association)

Trailblazing Feminist Author, 
Critic And Activist Bell Hooks 
Has Died At 69

T
he prolific and trailblazing author, poet, feminist, cul-
tural critic and professor bell hooks died Wednesday 
at age 69. Her death was first announced by her niece, 
Ebony Motley, who said that she had died at home 
surrounded by family and friends. No cause of death 

was reported, but Berea College in Kentucky, where hooks had 
taught since 2004, said in a news release that she had died after 
an extended illness.

Preferring to spell her name with no capital letters as a way 
of de-emphasizing her individual identity, bell hooks was born 
Gloria Jean Watkins as the fourth of seven children in Hopkins-
ville, Ky., on Sept. 25, 1952. Her pen name was a tribute to her 
maternal great-grandmother, Bell Blair Hooks.

She attended segregated schools in her native Christian Coun-
ty, Ky., before earning her undergraduate degree at Stanford 
University in California, a master's degree in English at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and a doctorate in literature at the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Cruz.

She taught at Stanford University, Yale University, Oberlin Col-
lege in Ohio and the City College of New York before returning 
to Kentucky to teach at Berea College, which now houses the 
bell hooks center.

The author of more than three dozen wide-ranging books, 
hooks published her first title, the poetry collection And There 
We Wept, in 1978. Her influential book Ain't I a Woman: Black 
Women and Feminism followed in 1981. Three years later, her 
Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center explored and criticized 
the feminist movement's propensity to center and privilege 
white women's experiences.

Frequently, hooks' work addressed the deep intersections of 
race, gender, class, sexuality and geographic place. She wrote 
about her native Appalachia and growing up there as a Black girl 
in the critical-essay collection Belonging: A Culture of Place and 
in the poetry collection Appalachian Elegy: Poetry and Place.

In a 2000 interview with All Things Considered, hooks spoke 
about the life-changing power of love — that is, the act of lov-
ing and how love is far broader than romantic sentiment. "I'm 
talking about a love that is transformative, that challenges us 
in both our private and our civic lives," she said. "I'm so moved 
often when I think of the civil rights movement, because I see 
it as a great movement for social justice that was rooted in love 
and that politicized the notion of love, that said: Real love will 
change you."

NPR 

The Idealism Within 
Finding Idealism In Humanities Education In India

Vamsee Juluri

C
hief Justice of India N V 
Ramana expressed a con-
cern that generations of 
students and parents can 
relate to (‘No country for 

ivory towers’, IE, December 11). The 
push towards professional degrees 
turns life into a prison drill for chil-
dren, and what these degrees yield 
is, at best, private success for the stu-
dents who survive it and for the com-
panies that profit from their labour. 
The absence of humanities in educa-
tion, and the need for “idealism” to 
accompany “ambition,” was rightly 
pointed out by him.

Having leapt (or stumbled) from 
a professional degree to the liberal 
arts myself, I wish to share a few 
concerns about the state of “ideal-
ism” in humanities education today. 
There is, however, also hope for such 
idealism in my view, evoked, coinci-
dentally enough, also by Justice Ra-
mana from a gesture he made at the 
annual convocation of the Sri Sathya 
Sai Institute of Higher Learning in 
Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh.

If the balance of goals between 
students and teachers in universi-
ties once lay between a pursuit of 
knowledge for its own sake (say, 
humanities) and that of knowledge 
for personal benefit (professional 
degrees), today the picture seems to 
have shifted towards a different ideal 
supplanting both — social justice. 
University leaders are concerned 
about issues like equity and diversity, 
and increasingly, corporate employ-
ers too have taken to the language of 
social justice and change.

But, as the deep polarisation in 
America in recent years shows, this 
seeming wedding of idealism and 
ambition in education has been a 
dismal failure. Schools, parents, 
professors, diversity experts, activ-
ists — everyone seems to be in con-

flict with everyone else. In a recent 
election for governor in Virginia, 
the Democrats lost because of a 
feeling that the party establishment 
and mainstream media had demon-
ised parents concerned about a new 
“social justice”-oriented curricu-
lum in schools as racists and even 
terrorists. “Woke” has become an 
insult in some circles, and a badge 
of honour in others.

There is a lesson to be learned in 
all this. If education aimed at pro-
moting social justice of the sort 
taught widely in American colleges 
and schools has led to a growing 

polarisation along class lines and 
has failed to inspire real under-
standing and empathy for the poor, 
where might the growing promo-
tion of activist culture and social 
justice rhetoric in Indian schools 
and colleges lead us? Will we end 
up with a small group of well-
meaning but uninformed, and even 
heartless professional elites?

Will “let them protest” become the 
“let them eat cake” of our times?

There is a danger already in Indian 
society that polarisation has pushed 
us into “Left” and “Right” silos, from 
which everyone else looks like ei-
ther “anti-nationals” or as “fascists.” 
We can also see signs of this being 
institutionalised into permanent di-
visions along lines of class and edu-
cational privilege; an elite trans-
national liberal arts culture on one 
side, and a more modest patriotic 
middle-class culture on the other. 
In time, one group will occupy the 

positions that will define the dis-
course, while the other will merely 
focus on earning a living, finding its 
voice ever diminished in the run-
ning of the nation.

Is there a way out of this path of po-
larisation? Critical Humanities from 
India, edited by D Venkat Rao, offers 
a deeper insight into the role of edu-
cation in addressing Indian pasts and 
futures than most “critical” paradigms 
have offered so far. Even as Indian and 
Indian-origin scholars abroad (mostly 
identified as “South Asian” for the 
convenience of the American ivory 
tower) profess a “critical” postcolo-

nial position, much of what has been 
normalised as humanities education 
from or about South Asia has been 
along the lines of the “mantra” (as 
Western critical scholars called it) of 
“race, class, gender,” with “caste” fill-
ing in for “race” at best.

Unfortunately, “caste, class, gender” 
cannot be the beginning and end of 
humanities education in India, be-
cause much of the discourse around 
these terms comes not from Indian 
life or thought but from European 
religious assumptions. Indian liberal 
humanities education, we learn from 
this book, is limited by its location 
in “deeply nurtured Christian theo-
logical ideas of moral self-formation 
(Bildung).” The “crisis in humanities” 
comes from “our failure to under-
stand the conception of man that is 
deeply enshrined in the discourses of 
the humanities that we continue (in-
strumentally) to service.”

There are, however, different con-

ceptions of “man” that still exist and 
express themselves, albeit in com-
plicated ways, that we might learn 
from. One such space in my life hap-
pened to be Prasanthi Nilayam, the 
ashram of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba where Justice Ramana spoke 
recently. At the end of his formal 
speech calling on students to live up 
to the ideals of their institution, he 
suddenly switched from speaking in 
English to Telugu, because, he said, 
Baba valued three things: “Matru-
murthi. Matrubhasha. Matrudesam.” 
The audience broke out in applause. 
To use a creative writing analogy, it 
was as if everything else had been 
about “telling” what was impor-
tant, and these words, in Telugu, 
were now “showing” it. Macaulay, it 
seemed, was slain momentarily by 
an evocation of Matrutva.

My formal education may have been 
in an English-medium school (whose 
claim to fame is churning out CEOs) 
and a Marxism-heavy American uni-
versity. But I was taught by a lot more, 
including the experience of culture 
and community in Prasanthi Nilay-
am, a place like no other I had seen. 
The real hope for idealism, I think, is 
the fact that while many of us might 
mistake our formal education for the 
limits of knowledge, the real world 
of generations of life is also present 
around us. If we can inspire our stu-
dents to look beyond the physical 
classroom to the lessons all around, 
including the lessons “within”, per-
haps a renewed humanities will in-
deed blossom.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not neces-
sarily represent the editorial stance 

of Kashmir Observer

The author is professor of media stud-
ies at the University of San Francisco

The article was originally published by 
Indian Express

IF THE BALANCE OF GOALS BETWEEN 
students and teachers in universities once lay between a pursuit of 
knowledge for its own sake (say, humanities) and that of knowledge 

for personal benefit (professional degrees), today the picture seems to 
have shifted towards a different ideal supplanting both — social justice

Don’t Romanticise 
Harsh Winters W

INTER in Kashmir is mainly 
associated with the closure 
of schools, late timings 
for public office, frequent 
electricity cuts, freezing of 

water pipelines and closure or block-
age of main roads. This mere change 
in a season brings life almost to the 
halt in Kashmir and it has become 
now normal.

While it is true that winter in Kash-
mir is harsh, but it is also true that in-
frastructure in Kashmir has been left 
untouched to suit the winter condi-
tions. Every time snow falls, electrici-
ty goes off for days because the power 
transmission lines fall everywhere. 
Roads get closed for days before the 
government scrambles its mechani-
cal department to clear the roads. 
Waterlogging is also now an emerg-
ing concern in urban areas. This is not 
normal that people take it as. It is just 
a failure to adapt the infrastructure to 
the local conditions. It is beyond the 
understanding of a common person 
that if these incidents occur every 
year during winter, why the govern-
ment has not taken concrete steps to 

make all these things winter-proof. 
Why should common people suffer 

every year just because of change in 
a season?

The Darbar move itself resembles 
that government escapes and be-
comes blind to all these problems 
that Kashmir faces during the winter. 
The government should take concrete 
steps to make infrastructure in Kash-
mir winter-proof so that no one has to 
suffer. Winter itself is not the problem. 
The failure of the government to adapt 
to the conditions of the winter is the 
actual problem.

While the local population has itself 
developed ways to keep themselves 
going in the freezing cold, the govern-
ment has done nothing to keep itself 
going during winter. It is high time that 
the government upgrades the electric-
ity transmission system, water distri-
bution system and install the heating 
system in its offices and schools so 
that normal life can go on in winter. 
Winter and Chilai Kalan should be just 
like any other change in seasons and 
there should be no romanticizing of 
this change. People should confront 
the bitter truths of failure that winter 
brings with it.

Najmu Saqib
najmusaqb@redifmail

Looming Omicron Threat

E
VER since the advent of Omicron, the virus strain has 
triggered a worldwide alarm. First to be spooked were the 
global markets which went into a tailspin - albeit, they have 
since recovered after the reassuring news that the impact 
of the new variant is still under control. But the preliminary 

findings about the virus have revealed that it is highly transmis-
sible and could cause havoc if no Standard Operating Procedures 
are followed.  England is the first country that has acknowledged 
the enormity of the challenge. In a televised statement, the British 
prime minister Boris Johnson has warned that his country could 
be staring at 75,000 deaths by April with 'tidal wave' of Omicron. 
Britain has launched an ambitious Covid booster shot program to 
stop the virus' spread.  Britain is also the first country to officially 
announce death from the virus mutation. According to the British 
Prime Minister, Omicron has accounted for about 40 percent of the 
cases in London, and hospital admissions were rising

On the other hand, according to World Health Organization the 
Omicron coronavirus variant is more transmissible than the Delta 
strain and reduces vaccine efficacy. It, however,  is said to cause less 
severe symptoms according to early data. The WHO has said that 
Omicron is now present in 63 countries and can become dominant 
in Europe soon. However, all is still not known about the virus. The 
understanding about it is still evolving.  On a positive note, hospi-
talizations have so far been less.

India has witnessed so far a lesser number of Omicron cases but 
there is every possibility that the number can dramatically jump. 
On Sunday India reported five new Omicron cases, taking the tally 
of the cases of the new variant in the country to 38. Meanwhile, 
India logged 7,774 new Covid-19 cases and 306 deaths in the last 
24 hours which shows a continuing downward trend.

Acknowledging the gravity of the situation, the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in a recent meeting directed officials to review 
plans for easing of international travel restrictions. The PM said 
travelers must be tested on arrival as per guidelines and called for a 
particular focus on countries identified “at risk”. He laid emphasis 
on increasing coverage of the second dose of the vaccine so that ad-
equate immunity is achieved against fresh infections. The PM also 
urged people to adopt masking and social distancing to prevent the 
infection from spreading.

Similarly, in a welcome decision, the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration has decided to make RT-PCR testing mandatory 
for all foreign travellers to the Union territory at airports to tackle 
the Omicron threat. The travelers will be allowed to enter J&K only 
if they test negative. If the report is negative,  the travelers will 
be sent to home quarantine for seven days and re-tested on the 
eighth day.  And those who test positive will be sent to institutional 
isolation centres for 15 days and their samples sent for genome se-
quencing at ICMR-approved laboratories. These are good measures 
and should be helpful in containing the spread of the new variant 
in the country as well as in J&K.

E D I T O R I A L 

By not standing up to a virtual 
summons from government, Election 
Commission undermines itself

A 
constitutional democ-
racy is held up as much 
by its individual and 
separate institutions 
as by the terms of their 

relationship with each other. The 
respect and dignity they give to, 
and demand from one another, 
may sometimes be intangible, 
but is nevertheless crucial. In 
India, the Election Commission 
discharges its constitutional 
mandate of conducting free and 
fair elections but it does more 
than just that. It also forms the 
core of a sprawling electoral 
system in which, except the odd 
aberration, even those who lose 
an election by a hair’s breadth 
seldom question the results, or 
the credibility of the poll moni-
tor. The EC’s reputation for inde-
pendence and fairness is not just 
its individual attribute, but also 
forms an inalienable part of the 
system’s legitimacy, the people’s 
trust in supervisory institutions, 
as winners and losers come and 
go. The EC, therefore, must espe-
cially be accorded its due dignity 
and respect — much depends on 
it. That is why there is reason to 
pause on the wording of a letter 
from an official of the law minis-
try to the poll panel last month. 
As this newspaper has revealed, 
it effectively summoned the 
CEC to a meeting chaired by 
an official in the PMO. There is 
reason, also, to ask why, after 
the CEC had made known his 
“displeasure” at the tone of the 
letter, and stayed away from the 
meeting, all three election com-
missioners bent immediately 
thereafter, joining an “informal 

interaction” with the PMO offi-
cial. Questions must be asked — 
of the PMO, law ministry and the 
EC — not because any meeting 
between them is controversial, 
but because the lack of form and 
propriety in the entire exchange 
matters. It speaks of larger and 
disquieting things.

The strength of institutions, 
or the balance between them, is 
a changeable thing, varying and 
wavering over time. The EC was 
not always the formidable body 
that it is today. Much of the 
ground for its current standing 
was laid by the leadership of 
TN Seshan, whose tenure in the 
1990s was widely seen to rouse 
a sleepy institution. CEC Ses-
han gave new force to the EC’s 
role of upholding the rules of 
the game, including the Model 
Code of Conduct. Similarly, the 
equilibrium between institu-
tions has not remained the 
same. In fact, ever since a single 
party won a majority at the 
Centre after over two decades 
in 2014, there has been mount-
ing pressure on unelected insti-
tutions to bend and bow to the 
elected and their “mandate”. 
The EC has not always stepped 
up to the watchdog’s rising 
challenge. Several decisions, 
from the delay in announcing 
the election schedule in Guja-
rat, 2017, to the prevarication 
in banning campaign activity 
amid the second Covid surge 
in West Bengal this year, were 
seen to favour the Centre’s rul-
ing establishment.

Indian Express 
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I
n all his 90 years, Mohammad Ne-
ngroo, also known as Mum Nen-
groo, had never imagined that he 
would one day be denied the right 

to bury members of his family in his 
own village.

But that was exactly what happened 
to him this year when the land around 
his hamlet of Nengroo Basti was fenced 
by the Jammu and Kashmir Forest 
Department, forcing him to bury his 
brother Ghulam Ahmad Nengroo and 
another relative, Mala Begum, on the 
premises of the village mosque instead. 

The Nengroo family are forest-
dwellers. In Jammu and Kashmir, 
many communities such as Gujjars, 
Bakerwals and others are traditional 
forest-dwelling tribes. Their way of 
life had remained reasonably undis-
turbed for centuries. But since October 
31, 2019, when the Union government 
extended to J&K the Forest Rights Act 
(FRA) of 2006, a progressive piece of leg-
islation that ensures the land tenure, 
food security and livelihoods of tradi-
tional forest dwellers, the majority of 
communities like that of the Nengroos 
have actually been treated more harsh-
ly than they ever had been before.

“The forest officials have fenced 
off our entire habitation,” said Mum 
Nengroo, distraught by this attack on 
his community’s way of life. “We are 
not even allowed to bury our loved ones 
here. The 15 families who live in Nen-
groo Basti did not encroach on this land 
but had been shifted here by the state 
government 14 years ago after land-
slides destroyed our own village. Why 
have they not provided us with land 
for a graveyard? People like me have 
grown up in these forests and today we 
are called encroachers and jailed. This 
is unacceptable.”

Anticipation and apprehension
Mum Nengroo and his ailing wife 

worry that when they pass away, they 
will not be given the kind of burial the 
forest-dwelling communities of J&K 
consider proper.

But in January 2021, when a public 
outcry to implement the FRA in J&K 
ensured that the legislation was finally 
put into effect, the residents of Nengroo 
Basti, located in the Charar Sharief 
tehsil of central Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict, had rejoiced, just like many other 
communities of forest-dwelling people. 

“We were told on radio and TV pro-
grammes by government officers that 
the FRA would entitle us to several 
rights, including the right to have a 
graveyard in our village and the right 
to acquire land for a school and health 
centre. But this seems to be a distant 
dream for the people living in this re-
mote place,” said Akram Nengroo, a 
resident of Nengroo Basti. 

Not only has the rollout of the FRA 
not provided the nomadic communities 
with the Act’s promised benefits, but 
its extension to J&K has actually made 
life more difficult for them because the 
staff of the union territory’s Forest De-
partment appear to feel that the legisla-
tion challenges their authority.

For the last couple of years, the for-
est department has rigorously fenced 
many forest areas in the union terri-
tory. People living in villages near for-
est areas allege that state-owned land 
and even grazing land (khahcharai) 
is being fenced by the forest depart-
ment. Last year in Kanidajan village, 
six km from Nengroo Basti, forest offi-
cials axed 8,000 apple trees which they 
claimed had been grown on forest land. 
This was reported on several national 
and international media platforms, in-
cluding the BBC. 

“The forest department was not so 
harsh with forest dwellers before the 
rollout of the FRA,” said Rouf Malik, 
director of the Srinagar-based NGO 
Koshish, which works for the educa-
tion of tribal children. In the last year, 
the NGO has also focused on building 
awareness about the FRA. 

“They [the forest officials] are un-
der the misconception that the FRA 
will let people take control of forest 
land. Thus the forest officers are direct-
ing their staff on the ground to ensure 
that there is no encroachment of land,” 

Malik explained.
He added, whatever 

the intentions of 
the of-

ficials, they are having a negative im-
pact on the ground. “In some villages, 
members of tribes and other traditional 
forest dwellers are not even allowed to 
grow vegetables. Many are not allowed 
to collect timber from the forests to re-
pair their damaged kothas (huts),” Ma-
lik said.

He said while the FRA can be used 
for forest conservation, the forest of-
ficials don’t seem to know that. “Sec-
tion 5 of the FRA 2006 empowers the 
gram sabha (village council) to protect 
the wildlife, forest, and biodiversity of 
the village and ensure that adjoining 
catchment areas, water sources, and 
other ecologically sensitive areas are 
adequately protected. But there is no 
awareness about this and we are trying 
our bit in this direction,” he added.

Denied their homes
Kothas, the local name for the huts 

used by nomadic Gujjars and shep-
herds during the summer months, are 
made of logs, stones and mud. They are 
easily damaged by the snowfall of win-
ter, meaning that every summer, they 
need to be repaired with fallen timber 
from the forest areas. But in dozens of 
cases that seem to make a mockery of 
the FRA, the migratory tribes are not 
allowed even to repair their kothas. 

This summer I met Azee Begum, 
a 65-year-old shepherd woman, in the 
Diskhal pastureland located at an al-
titude of about 3,600 meters in the Pir 
Panjal forest division of Budgam. 

Azee, her son, daughter-in-law and 
grandchildren were living in a tar-
paulin tent supported by raw wooden 
panels. Their kotha had been among 
the half a dozen structures that had 
been torched some years ago by tim-
ber smugglers who had believed that 
the shepherds of Diskhal had informed 
upon them to forest officials.

“We had hoped that we would be 
able to repair or reconstruct our dam-
aged huts because the government had 
extended the FRA to Jammu and Kash-
mir. But things have become more com-
plicated for us,” said Rasheed Chopan, 
Arzee’s son.

“The forest officials aren’t allowing 
us to repair our kothas. We don’t blame 
them because they have no orders from 
the top to permit these repairs. But for 
five months every year, we live in these 
tarpaulin tents in harsh weather con-
ditions. Fast winds blow these sheets 
away almost every week, leaving us to 
fight the cold like animals. Meanwhile, 

the government continues to 
p u b - l i -

cise the FRA. We Chopans (Kashmiri 
shepherds) are denied even Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) classification by the govern-
ment,” he said.

Although the J&K legislative as-
sembly had passed a resolution recom-
mending ST status for Chopans nearly 
20 years ago, that file has been gather-
ing dust in the offices of the Union Min-
istry of Tribal Affairs ever since. 

Meanwhile, in Nengroo Basti, resi-
dents worry about the graveyard that the 
FRA ought to have given them but which 
the Forest Department has taken away.

The families who reside in Nengroo 
Basti actually hail from Sani Darwan 
village, two km away. After massive 
landslides hit Sani Darwan in 2007, 
completely destroying the homes and 
land of 15 families, the government 
settled these families on a patch of land 
between Sani Darwan and Chalyan 
villages. This place later came to be 
known as Nengroo Basti because most 
of the families have Nengroo as their 
surnames. The land in Nengroo Basti 
falls under the territorial jurisdiction 
of Darwan village, which itself is divid-
ed into two habitations, Sani Darwan 
and Wagen Darwan. 

Each family in Nengroo Basti was 
allotted about seven marlas of land 
(roughly 1,905 square feet) by the gov-
ernment and the same amount of land 
was allotted for a mosque and a school. 
However, no land was allocated for a 
graveyard. When this was pointed out 

to them, government officials ap-
parently told the 

families 
to use 

a patch of forest land as a graveyard, 
but there was no official order permit-
ting the families to do so. 

While the families did select and 
use a patch of forest land as a grave-
yard, burying several children there 
who had died in the village five to six 
years ago, the Forest Department came 
down on them harshly when the FRA 
was rolled out in J&K and has disal-
lowed the use of that piece of land since 
then. Some people allege that the Forest 
Department, especially the J&K Social 
Forestry Department, has even fenced 
off the village common land.

Rights under the FRA 
Under the FRA – officially the 

Scheduled Tribes and Other Tradition-
al Forest Dwellers (Recognition of For-
est Rights) Act, 2006 – the STs and other 
traditional forest dwellers (OTFDs) 
have three important sets of rights: 
Individual Forest Rights, Community 
Forest Rights and Community Forest 
Resource Rights.  

The FRA recognises the rights of 
the forest-dwelling tribal communi-
ties and OTFDs to forest resources on 
which these communities are depen-
dent for a variety of needs, including 
livelihood, habitation, and other socio-
cultural needs. This includes the right 
to land for graveyards, religious places, 
schools, community centres, panchayat 
(village self-governing bodies) build-
ings, health centres and so on.

Individual rights provided by the 
Act include the rights of self-cultiva-
tion, habitation, grazing, fishing, and 
access to water bodies in the forests. 
Community rights include the right 

to intellectual property, traditional 
knowledge and so on.

Thus the FRA empowers the forest 
dwellers to access and use forest re-
sources in the manner that they have 
traditionally been accustomed to and 
also to protect, conserve and manage 
forests and protect themselves from un-
lawful evictions. The Act also provides 
for basic development facilities for 
communities of forest dwellers, such 
as education, health, nutrition, infra-
structure facilities and so on.

The FRA in Odisha 
While forest officials in J&K seem 

to be struggling to understand the FRA, 
the story is completely different for Od-
isha’s forest dwellers.

Just last month, two dozen villages in 
Ranpur block of Odisha’s Nayagarh dis-
trict received about 14 community forest 
right titles from the government. None of 
the residents of these villages are classi-
fied as scheduled tribes. Instead, they are 
classified by the FRA as OTFD. 

While implementing the FRA, most 
states have focused on providing the 
benefits of the Act to their scheduled 
tribes, leaving the OTFDs side-lined. So 
when Odisha provided these 24 villages 
with community forest rights, it was a 
historic occasion, marked with a cer-
emony on November 22. 

I had been invited by the organisers 
of the ceremony to Ranpur, along with 
Nazir Ahmad Khan, the chairman of 
District Development Council (DDC), 
Budgam, J&K, to witness the presenta-

tion of their rights to the villagers.
The event, held in a remote for-

est village called Surkabadi in Ranpur 
block of Nayagarh district, located 
about 100 km from Odisha’s capital city 
of Bhubaneswar, had played out like a 
festival. Hundreds of women, men and 
children in their traditional colourful 
clothes had assembled in a field as early 
as 9 am on November 22, hours before 
the ceremony was to begin in the after-
noon. So enthusiastic were the people 
that they were happy to wait for hours 
in the scorching sunshine for their 
MLA and other officers of the adminis-
tration to arrive. 

When the event finally began, Saty-
anarayan Pradhan, the MLA of Ranpur, 
and Nazir Ahmad Khan jointly present-
ed the Community Forest Rights titles 
to the villagers in the presence of offi-
cers from the forest, revenue and tribal 
affairs departments. 

The community rights conferred on 
the 24 villages included a joint title for a 
group of villages to collect and use fire-
wood and household implements with-
in and outside the traditional bound-
aries of the local forests. The villagers 
now have the right to collect, process, 
use and sell minor forest produce such 
as bamboo, kendu leaves, tubers and so 
on. They are also allowed to add value 
to this produce and store and transport 
it. The 24 villages have also, finally, 
been given rights to the water bodies 
in the forests, along with fishing and 
grazing rights. In the past, many resi-
dents of these villages had been jailed 
under the Indian Forest Act of 1927 for 
encroaching on forest land. 

None of the residents of the 24 vil-
lages have any desire to take advantage 
of the rights granted to them so recent-
ly. For the past 24 years, the people who 
live around the Ranpur forest area in 
Nayagrah district have been working 
for the conservation and protection of 
their forests and forest resources, in-
cluding wildlife, under the banner of 
Maa Maninag Jangal Suraksha Pari-
shad (MMJSP), which is a confedera-
tion of 132 community-based forest pro-
tection groups from 132 villages in the 
area. 

Now 73 years old, Arkito  Sahu, sec-
retary of the MMJSP, had not needed 
legislation to know that the forests of 
India need protection. Instead, he had 
prodded the residents of 132 villages in 
Nayagrah district to work together to 
conserve the forests they depend on. 

To give them institutional sup-
port, V. Giri Rao, the director of the 
Bhubaneswar-based NGO Vasundhara, 
ensured that the great work done by 
the MMJSP was documented and that 
women were included in the forest com-
mittees. Since the enactment of the FRA 
in 2006, Vasundhara and the MMJSP 
have been working more rigorously to 
ensure that all the benefits of this leg-
islation reach the forest dwellers of the 
Ranpur block.   

Wrong agency in charge?
How does Odisha manage to use 

the FRA so effectively while the union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir does 
what seems to be the very opposite?

The answer may lie in the agency 
that oversees the implementation of the 
legislation in J&K.

At the national level, the Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs oversees the imple-
mentation of the Act. Various states 
have made their Tribal Affairs Depart-
ments the nodal agencies for the imple-
mentation of the FRA. But in J&K, the 
administration helmed by the Union 

government has made the forest depart-
ment the nodal agency to implement 
this law. 

“How can a divisional forest offi-
cer or range officer tell forest dwellers 
that they have certain rights to forests 
and forest produce?” asked Giri Rao. 
“The law is clear. The Tribal Affairs 
Department has to be made the nodal 
agency for FRA implementation. The 
J&K administration has committed a 
huge blunder by assigning this task to 
the Forest Department. This needs to be 
rectified.”

Since the FRA was extended to the 
UT, the J&K Forest Department’s actions 
have been so contrary to the intentions 
of the legislation that it is almost a joke. 
While the FRA recognises the rights of 
the forest-dwelling tribal communities 
and other traditional forest dwellers to 
forest resources, J&K’s Forest Depart-
ment deprives them of these rights.

When J&K’s Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha gave a speech for a programme 
titled ‘Agenda’ organised by the India 
Today media group, he said that the FRA 
had given the people of J&K new hope. 

But the situation on the ground at 
this time tells a story of no hope. 

The author is aSrinagar-based activist, 
writer and independent researcher. 

He is an Acumen Fellow and can 
be reached at bhatrajamuzaffar@

gmail.com. The article was originally 
published by The Wire 
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Has the J&K Administration 
Completely Misunderstood 

the Forest Rights Act?
Raja Muzaffar Bhat

Azee’s Tarpaulin shelter. Photo: Raja Muzaffar Bhat

Kashmiri shephers near a kotha (hut). Photo: Raja Muzaffar Bhat

Since the FRA was 
extended to the UT, 

the J&K Forest 
Department’s actions 
have been so contrary to 
the intentions of the 
legislation that it is 
almost a joke. While the 
FRA recognises the rights 
of the forest-dwelling 
tribal communities and 
other traditional forest 
dwellers to forest 
resources, J&K’s Forest 
Department deprives 
them of these rights 

Not only has the rollout of the FRA notprovided the nomadic 
communities with the Act’s promised benefits, but its extension 

to J&K has actually made life more difficult for them because the 
staff of the union territory’s Forest Department appear to feel that 
the legislation challenges their authority.
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IUST Bags 20 
DST Innovative 
Research Projects
KO NEWS SERVICE

AWANTIPORA: Islamic University of Science & 
Technology (IUST) Awantipora is scaling new 
heights in the field of Research & Development 
and has recently bagged 20 innovative research 
projects from the J&K  Science, Technology & 
Innovation Council (JKSTIC), highest for any in-
stitution in JKUT.

 The projects would boost innovation and 
entrepreneurship in areas of scientific and so-
cietal importance as the research funding has 
been made to the IUST keeping in view the 
specific objectives and requirements of the 
Government for overall socio-economic devel-
opment of the UT. The awarded research proj-
ects are in the fields of engineering, technology, 
computer science, food technology, mathemat-
ical sciences and other allied disciplines.

While complimenting the faculty members, 
Vice Chancellor IUST Prof. Shakil A. Romshoo, 
noted the significance of these projects for IUST 
in improving the innovation, incubation and en-
trepreneurship ecosystem in the University in 
addition to other initiatives. “We have recently 
rolled out a strategy that envisions achieving a 
high standard of quality research, innovation, 
entrepreneurship and start-ups in the IUST. 
The University has established the Centre for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development 
(CIED) with six verticals to promote the use of 
Science and Technology for providing innova-
tive solutions to various societal problems in 
the UT,” VC IUST said.

He also added, “In response to the call for 
Expression of Interest, CIED has recently re-
ceived about 100 innovative proposals and ideas 
related to the development of various products, 
processes and services from the students and in-
dividuals of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir and 
also beyond for the development of potential 
start-ups. The University intends to financially 
support 30 of these innovative ideas with a seed 
grant of about Rs. 5.00 lakhs per idea/proposal 
and incubate them at the University so that 
these can reach up to the start-up level viably.”

Afghanistan Will Become 'Biggest Man-Made Crisis' If 
World Fails To Act, Pak PM Imran Warns At OIC Summit
Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on Sunday 
warned that Afghanistan could 
potentially become the "biggest 
man-made crisis" if the world failed 
to act in a timely manner as repre-
sentatives of the Muslim-majority 
nations agreed to establish a hu-
manitarian trust fund and to launch 
a food security program to help the 
people of the war-torn nation.

Addressing the 17th extraor-
dinary session of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers of Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) here, 
Khan highlighted the collapsing 
hospitals, education sector, and the 
deteriorating humanitarian situa-
tion in Afghanistan and called for 
the world to take immediate ac-
tion as the Taliban-ruled nation was 
heading towards chaos.

"If the world doesn't act, this will 
be the biggest man-made crisis 
which is unfolding in front of us, 
Khan said.

The chaos in Afghanistan mean the 
end of the government which would 
strengthen the ISIS, enabling it carry 
out acts of global terrorism, Khan 
told the gathering, which included 
the Taliban regime's Foreign Minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi, representatives 
from 57 Muslim nations and del-
egates from the US, China, Russia, the 
European Union and the UN.

Khan urged the US to delink its 
policy towards the Taliban from the 
40 million people of Afghanistan.

He also said that the Taliban would 
also have to understand that forma-
tion of an inclusive government, re-
spect for human rights, particularly 
women, and disallowing the use of 

Afghan soil for terrorism in other 
countries would pave the way for in-
ternational aid to Afghanistan.

Afghanistan's economy is facing a 
major crisis after the Taliban seized 
power in Kabul in mid-August, amid 
a chaotic US and NATO troops with-
drawal from the war-torn country.

Following hardline Islamists as-
suming power in Afghanistan, the in-
ternational community froze billions 
of dollars' worth of assets abroad and 
stopped all funding to the country.

According to UN figures from early 
November, almost 24 million people 
in Afghanistan, around 60 per cent 
of the population, suffer from acute 
hunger. That includes 8.7 million liv-
ing in near-famine. Increasing num-
bers of malnourished children have 
filled hospital wards.

Khan also raked up the Kashmir 
issue in his speech.

Later, the OIC representative 

passed a unanimous resolution 
stressing that the menace of ter-
rorism remains a grave threat to 
Afghanistan, regional countries and 
the international community and 
asserted that the Afghan territory 
must not be used as a base or safe 
haven for any terrorist group .

The resolution emphasised the 
importance of establishing inclusive 
governmental structures to adopt 
moderate and sound domestic and 
foreign policies, with a friendly 
approach towards neighbors of 
Afghanistan, aimed at realising the 
shared goals of durable peace, secu-
rity, safety and long-term prosperity 
of Afghanistan and the region.

It emphasised the importance of 
meaningful participation of women 
in all spheres, and upholding hu-
man rights, including for women, 
children and minorities.

It also urged the international 

community to remain cautious 
against the possibility of incitement 
and the role of spoilers, both inside 
and outside the country, to derail ef-
forts aimed at peace and stability in 
Afghanistan.

The resolution underscored the 
need for concerted efforts to re-
build the necessary capacity of 
the relevant state institutions of 
Afghanistan to address challenges 
posed by terrorism, narcotics, smug-
gling, money laundering, organised 
crime, and irregular migration.

Briefing reporters along with OIC 
Secretary General Hissein Brahim 
Taha, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi later said that the conference 
agreed to establish a humanitarian 
trust fund and it also agreed to launch 
a food security program.

The participants also agreed to 
"unlock financial and banking chan-
nels, he said.

To a question about pledges,
Qureshi said that some countries 

wanted to donate but they needed 
an account and some mechanism 
for it. "So we have decided that 
the Islamic Development Bank will 
open an account to facilitate the 
donations and then pledges will be 
made," he said.

He also mentioned that there was 
a positive statement by US special 
representative Tom West who said 
that he has a mandate to engage 
with the Taliban and he also met 
with the Taliban leaders present in 
Afghanistan.

"West also said that humanitarian 
assistance would not be made con-
ditional, Qureshi said, adding that 
West also indicated that USD 1.2 bil-
lion unutilized funds available with 
international institutions could be 

utilized.
Qureshi also said the meeting 

discussed how the aid should be 
provided. It was also agreed that the 
OIC secretariat should engage with 
the WHO to get COVID-19 vaccines 
and medicines for Afghans.

He said that it was a view as well 
as a call by the participants for the 
international community that sanc-
tions on Afghanistan should not im-
pede the provision of humanitarian 
aid and economic resources should 
be made available without letting 
the sanctions come in the way of aid 
being given to Afghanistan.

To a question about recognition 
of the Taliban government, Qureshi 
said that "there is no appetite for 
recognition. That stage will come 
(later on)."

Qureshi also shared that in his 
interaction with Afghan foreign 
minister, he urged him to create 
a conducive environment so that 
the world should recognise their 
government.

Martin Griffiths, head of the 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
speaking on the behalf of the UN 
Secretary General, Ant nio Guterres, 
painted a very alarming scenario of 
the Afghan problem.

"The Afghan economy is in free fall, 
needing urgent steps About 23 mil-
lion people are facing hunger, he said, 
adding that the world should come for-
ward to help the people of Afghanistan.

He also called for international 
engagements with the de-facto au-
thorities in Kabul.

Qureshi said that Pakistan has de-
cided to provide USD 30 million to 
Afghanistan in help in addition to 
essential goods.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

PDD Strike Leave

They are also demanding delinking their sal-
ary from grant-in-aid and releasing a regular 
budget for all PDD employees on deputation 
to different corporations and a white paper of 
service condition of PDD employees on depu-
tation to the Chenab Valley Power Projects 
Private Limited (CVPPL) and similarly situated 
employees deputed from the NHPC.

An official spokesman said the government 
of J&K, taking a sympathetic view of the issues 
raised, has engaged in several rounds of talks 
with the coordination committee of the power 
employees.

During each round of talks, the government 
representatives have appealed to the power 
employees to call off their strike as people in 
both Jammu and Kashmir divisions are suffer-
ing. In the wake of COVID-19 contagion and 
nail-biting cold in both the divisions, the coor-
dination committee of the power employees is 
requested to end its strike, the spokesman said.

Reacting to the situation, Union minister 
Jitendra Singh expressed hope of a peaceful 
resolution to the issue at the earliest.

The administration is on the job the time 
cannot be stopped as we have to keep pace 
with development in the rest of the country. 
The employees are part of the society and if 
they feel insecure, it is the responsibility of the 
rulers to address their concerns and move for-
ward along with them, he told reporters here.

National Conference vice president and for-
mer chief minister Omar Abdullah asked the 
government to leave privatisation decisions to 
an elected government.

The J&K administration may be able to claim 
the constitutional authority to privatise the 
assets of J&K, but it completely lacks the po-
litical authority. Decisions of this nature with 
far reaching consequences should be left to an 
elected government, he wrote on Twitter.

The striking employees have made it clear 
that the repairs and restoration work would 
not be undertaken at all unless the feeder is 
supplied to any hospital.

Senior BJP leader and former legislator 
Devender Singh Rana also expressed concern 
over many parts of the Jammu city as also pe-
ripheries plunging into darkness and urged the 
administration to take earnest measures in re-
solving the issues with the striking employees, 
especially during these chilly days.

He hoped that all concerned will act respon-
sibly as the stakes are very high, not only in 
terms of restoring electricity in the affected 
areas, but also to ensure that students do not 
suffer as they are solely dependent on online 
classes and examinations.

Failure in power supply is impacting the in-
ternet services, he added.

Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party president 
Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari also expressed 
serious concerns over the indefinite strike in 
opposition to a government decision that in-
tends to privatise grid stations.

Over 20,000 electrical employees are cur-
rently on a strike due to which numerous areas 
across J&K are facing prolonged power black-
outs and lingering of essential repair works. All 
of this is happening in the harsh cold winter 
season which is exponentially adding to the ex-
isting woes of the general public, he observed.

Bukhari demanded that the government re-
view its decision at an earliest to resolve this 
deadlock with the concerned employee’s asso-
ciation in order to avoid further inconvenience 
to the people.

Army Takes Over

As a result people are facing tremendous 
hardships due to non-availability of electricity 
and water supply, leading to protests by angry 

residents who are reeling under severe cold 
wave conditions.

We Had Fruitful

resolved as the talks are going well,” he said. 
Pole appealed to JKPECC not to take people 
‘hostage’ amid the bone chilling cold to press 
for their demands. Pole said that the situation 
in Kashmir is more difficult than Jammu be-
cause of the severe cold.

“This is not an appropriate time to go for a 
strike. The supply of electricity during winters 
in Kashmir is similar to food,” Pole said.

His appeal came after thousands of employ-
ees of the Power Development Department 
went on an indefinite strike across J&K against 
the proposed privatisation of PDD.

Nearly 20,000 employees of PDD under the 
banner of JKPECC have boycotted work since 
Friday, resulting in a major power breakdown 
amid extreme cold wave in the Valley.

The protesting employees are demanding 
scrapping the Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 
2021 and standard bidding document for pri-
vatisation of electricity.

Cold Wave

The weatherman has forecast colder nights 
over the next couple of days as a further fall in 
the minimum temperature is expected.

There is also a possibility of light to moder-
ate snowfall from December 22-25, the offi-
cials said.

Situation In J&K

Kashmir alive, the only option before them is 
to stand up for their “snatched” rights with de-
termination and unity, “otherwise they (Centre) 
will loot everything from us”, she said.

“Our struggle did not end on August 5 (2019), 
instead it was the day when it actually started. 
We need your support to take this struggle 
to its logical conclusion in a peaceful man-
ner, without picking up guns and stones,” she 
added.

The PDP leader alleged the youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir are driven to frustration so that 
they can ruin their lives by taking to drugs or 
picking up guns to get killed.

On the Centre’s announcement to hold as-
sembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir after 
the completion of the delimitation exercise, 
Mehbooba said, “I do not know whether polls 
will be held because they will not conduct the 
elections till they are 100 per cent sure of di-
viding the majority vote.”

“They have already separated the Hindus 
and are browbeating Dalits. Now they want 
to divide Muslim votes on the lines of various 
names, parties and sects. They have already cre-
ated many parties and their only intention is to 
gain a majority in the assembly so that they can 
justify the August 5, 2019 decision,” she said.

“They want to weaken our case against the 
August 5 development in the Supreme Court,” 
she said.

Mehbooba also defended her father Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed’s decision to join hands 
with the BJP to form the government in Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying his only desire was to end 
the bloodshed and resolve the Kashmir issue.

“We have not lost hope and will continue to 
strive for the resolution of the Kashmir issue to 
usher in peace and development in J&K,” she 
said, adding “we acceded to Gandhi’s India and 
not his assassin Godse’s India”.

Referring to the anti-encroachment drive, 
Mehbooba said people are being “deprived” of 
land they have had for generations “on the pre-
text that it is state’s land”.

This land is being used for construct-
ing buildings for the security forces in the 
Valley and outsiders in the Jammu region, she 

claimed.

Pak Militant

in Theed locality of Harwan on Saturday 
night on the specific input about the presence 
of a militant, a police spokesperson said.

During the search operation, he said, as the 
presence of the trapped militant was ascer-
tained, he was given ample opportunities to 
surrender.

“However, he denied the surrender opportu-
nities and fired indiscriminately upon the joint 
search party which was retaliated leading to an 
encounter,” he said.

In the ensuing encounter, the police spokes-
person said that the trapped militant was killed 
and his body was retrieved from the site of the 
encounter. He identified the killed militant as 
Safiulla alias Abu Khalid, alias Shawaz resident 
of Karachi Pakistan.

As per police records, he said, Saifulla was a 
categorized Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) militant and 
had infiltrated in year 2016 via Bandipora Sector 
and later on sneaked into district Srinagar on 
the directions of Pak based Commanders of 
LeT for intensifying militant related activities 
in Pulwama, Srinagar, Ganderbal and Budgam 
districts.

“It is pertinent to mention that the killed 
terrorist Saifulla was working as Group 
Commander of proscribed terror outfit LeT in 
District Srinagar as he was operating earlier in 
District Srinagar & was familiar with the topog-
raphy of District Srinagar/Pulwama and its out-
skirts. He has also been involved in receiving 
new groups of FTs after infiltration,” he added.

The police spokesperson further said that 
the killed militant was wanted by law for his 
complicity in “terror crime” cases which in-
clude attacks on Police/SFs and civilian killings.

Giving more details, the police spokesper-
son said that Saifulla and his associates were 
involved in an attack on an army convoy along 
Bemina bye-pass near JVC Hospital on April 1, 
2017 in which 3 soldiers were injured. Besides, 
he said, the killed LeT militant was also the 
mastermind behind the attack carried out by 
his associates at Lawaypora Srinagar in which 
2 security personnel were killed and one AK-47 
rifle was also snatched.

“He was involved in an attack on a po-
lice party of PS Bandipora at Gulshan Chowk 
Bandipora in which 2 police personnel were 
martyred. Besides, attacks on Police/SF he was 
also involved in civilian killings which include 
killing of BJP President Waseem Bari, his broth-
er and father on 08/07/2020,” he said.

Moreover, the police spokesperson said that 
Saifulla was also mastermind behind the reviv-
al of militancy by luring the gullible youth and 
a number of fresh recruitment of local youth 
into “terrorist ranks”. The killed militant, he 
said, was also instrumental in reactivation of 
hard core militant associates of LeT outfit in the 
areas of district Srinagar and District Pulwama 
besides police district Awantipora.

“Incriminating materials, arms & ammunition 
including 01 AK-47 rifle, 03 Magazines and 01 
grenade were recovered from his possession. All 
the recovered materials have been taken into 
case records for further investigation,” he said.

The police spokesperson also quoted IGP 
Kashmir as congratulating the joint team for 
conducting successful operation without any 
collateral damage.

The IGP said that with the killing of Saifulla, 
3 Pakistani militants have been killed so far in 
Srinagar City within almost a month who were 
involved in several cases including attacks on 
government forces and civilian killings which 
clearly shows that Pakistan is “hell-bent” to 
disturb the peace in Kashmir valley especially 
in Srinagar City.

Meanwhile, police have registered a case un-
der relevant sections of law in this regard, the 
spokesperson said.

He also urged people to cooperate with 
Police till the area at the encounter site is com-
pletely sanitized and cleared of all the explo-
sive materials, if any.

Policeman Injured

registered a case in this regard under rele-
vant sections of law. Investigation is in progress 
and officers continue to work to establish the 
circumstances which lead to this terror crime,” 
he said.

J&K Reports

“Moreover, 142 Covid-19 patients recovered 
during the time, 42 from Jammu Division and 
100 from Kashmir,” officials said.

Also, they said that one more person died of 
coronavirus related complications in Kashmir 
Valley on Sunday, taking the death toll to 4512 
in J&K—2194 in Jammu and 4511 in Kashmir.

Govt Creating System

shared a slew of measures recently taken by 
the UT Government for the growth and pros-
perity of J&K. He said that the LG also called 
upon the people to discharge their social & 
moral responsibilities and complement gov-
ernment’s efforts in taking J&K to new heights 
of development.

“Following the ideals of former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji, we are moving 
ahead to bring about meaningful and lasting 
change in the life of the people by connecting 
every citizen with the mainstream of develop-
ment,” the LG said.

Sinha further said that in the last two years, 
under the guidance of Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi, we have tried to create a system that 
serves everyone with equal opportunities.

“It is our endeavour to mobilize all the re-
sources to improve the standard of living in the 
areas which have been deprived of progress for 
decades,” he added.

He also cited examples of innovations, saying 
that like the walnut cracking Machine, thresh-
er for maize extraction and gas cylinder lifting 
machine under his belt, people like Mushtaq 
Ahmad Dar of Dooru Anantnag are emerging as 
shining examples of innate ingenuity, dedica-
tion and doggedness.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG mentioned about the young innovator 
Harmanjot Singh of Jammu and the first female 
hockey coach of the valley, Reebu Hassan who 
defied odds and emerged victorious.

“Tangmarg-based skier Arif Khan will repre-
sent the country in the Beijing Winter Olympics 
to be held in February. The whole nation is 
proud of him,” Sinha said.

The LG also responded to the wide range 
of suggestions from the people hailing from 
various parts of the Union Territory and high-
lighted various measures being undertaken by 
the government for improving the standard of 
living of common citizens in Jammu city.

“As many as 39 important projects have been 
completed under Smart City at a cost of Rs. 673 
crore and work on 45 other projects are going 
on at a fast pace,” Sinha said.

On this occasion, the official spokesperson 
said that the LG also extended his heartfelt trib-
utes to the Chief of Defence Staff, General Bipin 
Rawat, his wife, and all the officers and jawans 
who lost their lives in a tragic Chopper crash.

Sinha, he said, also paid homage to the po-
licemen who were killed in a militant attack on 
their bus in Zewan area of the city outskirts.

“I want to assure the fellow countrymen that 
the sacrifice of our brave police personnel will 
not go in vain,” he added.

Addresses BHU’s

LG stated that the credit for the country’s 
first industrial policy goes to Mahamana who 
had laid the foundation of technical education 
in India.

“After tireless efforts, Mahamana established 
the Banaras Engineering College (BENCO) in 
1919. Today, that small engineering campus of 
BHU has grown into a prominent institution 
in the field of technical education from where 
thousands of famous personalities have com-
pleted their higher education and played an 
important role in the economic and education-
al progress of our country,” Sinha said.

Speaking on the role of alumni of higher 
education institutions in the era of globaliza-
tion, the LG, as per the official spokesperson 
said alumni are critical to the success of higher 
education institutions.

“They build and develop the institute’s 
brand, besides guiding new students, provid-
ing internships, and creating a host of career 
opportunities for our youths,” the LG said.

He further said alumni, whether from the 
field of engineering or science, have a great re-
sponsibility to eliminate digital divide to bring 
villages and cities closer to each other.

“Alumni can contribute significantly in end-
ing the inequality prevailing in the society,” 
Sinha added.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG underlined that the relationship between 
universities and students is a lifelong commit-
ment and in this mutual relationship alumni 
are a resource that plays a more meaningful 
role with changing times.

“The Lt Governor said proper development 
of knowledge and skills along with resources is 
imperative for building a civilized society. The 
wealth of knowledge of former and present 
students can find solutions to all kinds of phys-
ical, cultural needs for establishing the welfare 
nation as envisioned by Mahamana,” he said.

Militant Associate

a police spokesperson said. He said that 
a Chinese Pistol along with a magazine and 
other ammunition was recovered from his 
possession.

He further said that police have registered a 
case under relevant sections of law and investi-
gations have been initiated.

CRPF Constable

Gund area of the district on Sunday, reports 
said. A resident of Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh, 
Yadav died on the spot.

He was associated with 118 Battalion of the 
CRPF.

A police official said that it was not imme-
diately known as to what made the constable 
take the extreme step of ending life.

He further said that proceedings have been 
launched into the incident. It was not

Rope Swing Chokes

when the swing rope got entangled around 
his neck while he was playing with fellow chil-
dren this afternoon.

The boy was immediately shifted to hospital 
but doctors declared him dead, they said.

27 Fresh Covid

217 and of these, 159 deaths have been re-
ported from Leh and 58 from Kargil.

The number of active cases in the Union 
Territory has gone up to 181 -- 160 in Leh and 
21 in Kargil -- from 173 the previous day, ac-
cording to the officials.

The officials said that 14 patients were dis-
charged from hospitals in Leh and five in Kargil, 
taking the total number of recoveries in Ladakh 
to 21,532.
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Email address:-exenmcddsmcsgr@gmail.com
Contact No. 0194 2951900

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
ENGINEER MECH. CITY DRAINAGE 

DIVISION SRINAGAR.
Corrigendum No.(1) TO N.I.T NO:CDM_E_11_OF_2021-21

DATED:- 06-12-2021

SUBJECT:- SUPPLY OF COMMERCIAL GAS REFILLING-19 
KG CYLINDERS FOR OFFICE USE.
Due to poor response, the critical dates in respect of above 
mentioned N.I.T are hereby re-scheduled as under:-
Bid submission end date 
  

21-12-2021 
upto 6.00 PM

Date & time of opening of 
Technical bids

22-12-2021 at 
2.00 P.M

All other details, terms and conditions shall remain same as laid 
down in the N.I.T. 

DIPK No.: 15126-21 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MECH. CITY DRAINAGE DIVISION SGR. 

NO.CDM/C/3394-96 Dated:-16-12-2021

Government of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory

MECHANICAL DIVISION, SRINAGAR
Tel: 0194-2497056Email: xenmds@gmail.com

CANCELLATION NOTICE

Subject: Supply, Installation, Testing and 
Commissioning of Sprinkler Irrigation. System 
including HDPE pipe LLDPE pipeline for Sa� ron crop 
cultivated  area at Borewell no. 114,116 & 123
Reference: This o�  ce NIT No:- MDS/
Tender/2021-22/135 e -Tendering; Dated:- 16-11-
2021. (Tender Id: 2021_PWDJK_148455_2, 2021_
PWDJK_148455_3 & 2021_PWDJK_148455_4)
Due to no/ poor response to above re� ered eNIT, the 
tenders are hereby cancelled.
DIPK No.: 15197-21 (Er. Rajesh sharma)

Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Division, Srinagar

No: MDS /TS/9291-95 Date: 16-12-2021

Email: eomceawantipora@gmail.com Ph No:01933-247036
UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN LOCAL BODIES KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE AWANTIPORA
Sub:- Auction Notice of Adda/entry Collection Contract for year 2021 -22 and 2022-23.

CORRIGENDUM
Whereas, this o�  ce has invited E- tendering for Auction of Adda/Entry Collection Contract for the year 2021-
22 & 2022-23 vide this o�  ce Notice No-MC/ Awnt/ 2021/1772-74, dated:- 14/12/2021. Wherein the date of 
receipt has been � xed as under:-
1 Period of downloading of bidding documents From: 16-12-2021 to 21-12-2021
2 Bid submission Start Date 16.12.2021 from 10:00 AM
3 Bid submission End Date 21.12.2021 up to 4.00 PM
4 Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) 22-12-2021 at 12.00 PM in the o�  ce of 

the Executive O�  cer, Municipal Committee 
Awantipora.

The corrigendum is issued and the, Bid Submission start date. Bid Submission end date and date and time of 
opening of Bid (online) shall be as under:-
1 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 16-12-2021 to 22-12-2021
2 Bid submission Start Date 16.12.2021 from 10.00 AM
3 Bid submission End Date 22.12.2021 up to 4.00 PM
4 Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) 23.12.2021 at 12.00 PM In the o�  ce of The 

Executive O�  cer, Municipal Committee 
Awantipora.

Other terms and conditions shall remain same as per the auction /E- tendering Notice No:- MC/Awnt/2021/ 
1772-74 dated:-14/12/2021.

DIPK NB No.: 5990-21 Executive O�  cer
Municipal Committee

Awantipora
No:- MC/Awnt/G/21-22//1860-64 Dated:-18.12.2021

Applications through online mode are invited from the applicants who are domiciled in the Union Territory 
of Jammu & Kashmir possessing the prescribed Academic /Professional quali� cation and age for the post of 
Medical O�  cer in terms of the “Jammu & Kashmir Health & Medical Education Department (Gazetted) Service 
Recruitment Rules, 2013, noti� ed vide SRO 325 dated 12.07.2013, read with amendment made vide SRO-388 
dated 10.09.2018 and “Jammu & Kashmir Probationer (Conduct of Service, Pay & Allowance) and Fixation of 
Tenure Rules, 2020” noti� ed vide S.O. 192 of 2020 dated: 17.06.2020 and Jammu and Kashmir Public Service 
Commission (Business and Procedure) Rules, 2021.
MOST IMPORTANT
Candidates are advised to update their One Time Registration before � lling the application Form.
The Application Form together with instructions for � lling up the Application Forms will be available at the 
website of the Commission from 20.12.2021.
Candidates are advised to go through the instructions and all the eligibility conditions prescribed for the post 
before � lling the online Application Form.
Last date for � lling of online Application complete in all respects along with the requisite fee (online mode 
only) is 19.01.2022.
The last date for receipt of online applications provided in the noti� cation shall be the cut-o�  date for 
determining the eligibility including acquisition of requisite educational and professional quali� cations.
The minimum and maximum age will however be reckoned with reference to 1st January. 2021.
Candidates can edit some of the � elds in their online application form w.e.f 22.01.2022 to 24.01.2022 (up to 
11.59 PM). Instructions in this regard will be separately made available on the website.
Candidates are required to upload all the mandatory prescribed/requisite documents along with the online 
application form.
In case the mandatory prescribed/requisite documents are not uploaded with the online application form, 
the application form/candidature of the applicant is liable to be rejected without any further notice.
Candidates are not required to submit hard copy of the online application form or any other documents to the 
Commission at the time of � lling up online application form.
The candidate will however be required to present/produce a down loaded copy of the online application 
form alongwith the original certi� cates at the time of documentary veri� cation.
Candidates are advised in their own interest to submit online applications much before the closing date and 
not to wait till the last date to avoid the possibility of disconnection/inability to pay fee or failure to login to 
the online application portal on account of heavy load on the website during the closing days.
The tentative date of Written Examination is 6th March 2022.
Name of post/scale of pay/Prescribed quali� cation
Post Pay Scale Quali� cation
Medical O�  cer Level-9    

52700-
166700

MBBS or Possession of recognized Graduate Medical quali� cation 
included in the � rst or second schedule or part-Il of the 3rd Scheduled 
(other than licentiate quali� cations) to the Indian Medical Council 
Act, 1956. Holders of education quali� cations included in part-ll of 
the 3rd Scheduled should ful� l the conditions stipulated in sub-
section (3) of section (13) of the Indian Medical Council Act 1956.

Category wise details of posts (i) Fresh vacancies
Item No. Name of the Post OM RBA SC ST ALC/ IB Social Caste PSP EWS Total
38 Medical O�  cer 225 45 36 45 18 18 18 45 450
(ii) Back Log vacancies (1st Special Drive)
Item No. Name of the Post SC ST ALC/ IB SLC PSP EWS Total
39 Medical O�  cer 37 59 23 26 31 82 258

NOTE:- The posts/vacancies earmarked for Reserved Category candidates under 1st Special Drive will be � lled 
up � rst.
Age as on 1st January 2021
The requirement of age for candidates belonging to Open Merit (OM) & various Reserved Categories is as 
follows:-
S.NO Category Age limit Not born after Not born before
1 OM 40 01.01.2003 01.01.1981
2 PHC 42 01.01.2003 01.01.1979
3 RBA/SC/ST/ALC-1B/OSC/EWS/PSP 43 01.01.2003 01.01.1978
4 In service candidate/Government 40 01.01.2003 01,01.1981

Reservation
i) A candidate seeking his/her consideration under Reserved Categories must ensure that he/she possesses 

a valid Category certi� cate on the cut-o�  date.
ii) The candidature of the candidates will be provisional till the genuineness of the reserved category 

certi� cate is veri� ed by the Appointing Authority.
iii) Candidates may note that in case a claim for reservation is made on the basis of false/fake/fraudulent 

certi� cate, he/she shall be debarred from the examination(s) conducted by the j&K Public Service 
Commission, in addition to any other penal action as may be deemed appropriate.

Horizontal Reservation
Horizontal Reservation to the di� erently abled persons will be noti� ed separately.
Domicile
The candidate should be a Domicile of the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir. The candidate must possess 
a valid Domicile Certi� cate issued by the Competent Authority in the prescribed format as on the last date 
prescribed for submission of online application form,
Centre of Examination
I. The examination will be held at Srinagar & Jammu centres. All the candidates shall indicate the option for 

examination centre as indicated above.
II. The allotment of centres shall be at sole discretion of the Commission and once a centre is allotted to a 

candidate, request for a change of centre will not be entertained.
III. Information about the Examination indicating the time table and Centre of Examination for the candidates 

will be uploaded on the websites of the Commission about two weeks before the date of examination. 

If any candidate does not � nd his/her Roll Number on the website of the Commission, one week before 
the date of examination, he/she must immediately contact the Commission’s O�  ce at Srinagar/Jammu, 
with proof of having submitted his/her application. Failure to do so will deprive him/her of any claim for 
consideration.

IV. Candidate must submit his/her online application form, Email ID and Mobile Number along with his/
her Name, Date of Birth and Name of the Examination, while addressing any communication to 
the Commission. Communication from the candidates not furnishing these particulars shall not be 
entertained.

V. Admit Cards will be available for downloading about two weeks before the date of examination on the 
o�  cial website of the Commission i.e. jkpsc.nic.in. Candidate must bring printout of the Admit Card/Roll 
Number Slip to the Examination Hall.

VI. For securing entry into the centre of examination, in addition to the Admit Card/roll Number Slip, it is 
mandatory to carry at least two passport size recent color photographs (not taken earlier than 01.01.2021) 
and any of the original valid Photo-Id proof such as:

  i. Aadhar Card/ E-Aadhar,
  ii. Voter’s ID Card,
  iii. Driving License,
  iv. PAN Card,
  v. Passport,
  vi. School /College/University I- Card
  vii. Employer ID Card.
REQUISITE FEE
After successful submission of the online application form, candidate will be required to deposit requisite fee 
through online mode. The amount of fee to be paid is given below:
General Category = Rs. 1000.00
Reserved Categories       = Rs.500.00
PHC Candidates = Nil.
Note:
(i) The application Form submitted without deposition of the fee, which gets substantiated through 

re� ection of the same on the application form, shall be treated as incomplete and candidature shall 
be deemed to have been rejected without any notice. No representation against such rejection shall be 
entertained.

(ii) Submission of multiple applications by way of pre� xing Mr/Ms or through generation of multiple User 
ID’s or any other mode, followed by either non-payment of fee particulars or fee particulars (T1D) of one 
application (RID) being mentioned against another application with a di� erent RID would lead to rejection 
of the online application. The applicants who are submitting multiple applications should note that only 
the applications with higher Registration ID (RID) number shall be entertained by the Commission and 
fee paid against one RID shall not be adjusted against any other RID number. Besides a strict disciplinary 
action shall be taken including the cancellation of candidature and debarment for future examinations of 
J&K PSC will be taken against such applicants.

Scheme of selection
(i) In pursuance of SRO No. 325 dated 12.07.2013 read with amendment made vide SRO No. 388 dated 

10.09.2018, the candidate(s) will be selected on the basis of a written test comprising of Multiple Choice 
Question (MCQ).

(ii) As far as possible the Multiple Choice Question(s) will be of the standards as have been prescribed for the 
National Entrance Eligible Test (NEET) for admission to PG courses .

(iii) The written examination (MCQ type) will be of two hours duration (120 minutes) having 100 questions.
(iv) There will be negative marking for incorrect answers ( as detailed below) for all questions.

a) There are four alternative for the answers to every question. For each question for which a wrong 
answer has been given by the candidate, one fourth (0.25) of the marks assigned to that question 
will be deducted as penalty.

b) If a candidate gives more than one answer, it will be treated as a wrong answer even if one of the 
given answer happen to be correct and there will be same penalty as above for that question.

c)   If a question is left blank i.e no answer is given by the candidate, there will be no penalty for that 
question.

(v)  The candidate(s) who crosses the bench mark as has been laid down in Rule-50 of J&K PSC (Business & 
Procedure Rules) 2021 shall be recommended for appointment.

Provision of Compensatory Time and Assistance of Scribe
(i) On request of a visually impaired (Blind) or any other candidate with Locomotor Disability and Cerebral 

Palsy where dominant (writing) extremity is a� ected to the extent of slowing the performance or function 
(minimum of 40% impairment), the candidate shall be provided assistance of an amanuensis (Scribe) on 
production of a Disability Certi� cate issued by the Standing Medical Board or Medical Board constituted 
by the Government. The scribe should have at least one quali� cation below than the requirement for the 
post applied for by the candidate(s) and further should be from an academic stream di� erent form that 
stipulated for the post. The scribe shall be paid remuneration charges by the Commission equivalent to 
the honorarium paid to the Invigilator.

Provided the concerned Supervisor shall ensure that the scribe provided to the candidate on the day of 
examination shall not extend any type of help to the candidate in solving the questions.
(ii) Compensatory time of 20 minutes per hour shall be permitted for the visually impaired (Blind) candidates 

and candidates with Locomotors Disability and Cerebral Palsy where dominant (writing) extremity is 
a� ected to the extent of slowing the performance or function (minimum of 40% impairment) as certi� ed 
by a Standing Medical Board.

Documents to be mandatorily uploaded
While � lling the online application form, the applicant(s) are required to mandatorily upload the following 
documents alongwith the online application form:-
 i) Date of Birth Certi� cate (Secondary School/Matric certi� cate)-1 leaf
 ii) Domicile certi� cate-1 leaf
 iii) Category certi� cate (If claiming bene� t under that category)-1 leaf
 iv) MBBS Degree certi� cate alongwith the consolidated Marks Cards-upto 5 leaves.
 v) Internship certi� cate- 01 leaf
 vi) Registration Certi� cate-01 leaf.
NOTE
It may be noted that the Requisite Documents uploaded by the candidates must be issued before the 
prescribed cut of date of Advertisement Noti� cation and that no further opportunity shall be provided to 
upload any document and action under rules including rejection of application form/candidature etc. will be 

taken without any further notice.
Important instructions regarding � lling up of online applications-are given herein below:
a) Candidates are required to apply online through the website of the Commission i.e http://www.jkpsc.nic.

in. No other means/ mode of application shall be accepted.
b) Candidates are � rst required to go to the JKPSC website www.jkpsc.nic.in and click on the link “One Time 

Registration” or click on Login menu if you have already created your pro� le with the JK PSC.
c) After logging into your account, candidates are required to � ll all the requisite � elds of One Time Registration 

(OTR) i.e. personal information, contact information & educational quali� cation, service details etc.
d) The candidate shall also be required to upload the image of date stamped recent passport size color 

photograph and signature. The photograph should not be taken earlier than 01.01.2021.
e) Size of the photograph (passport size] and signature must be between 10 KB to 20 KB in *.jpeg or *.jpg 

only.
f) After successful submission of all the details in your OTR account, check the eligibility conditions as 

mentioned in the advertisement noti� cation before applying for the post.
g) Click on the “show examination” as shown against the respective post/examination you want to apply.
h) On Clicking on the “show examination” a window will appear on your computer screen. Select the month 

of the advertisement noti� cation for which you want to apply, a link(s) for the post(s) will appear on the 
computer screen.

i) An “APPLY” button is shown against the respective post and the candidates will click on the APPLY button 
against the post he/she is eligible.

j) On clicking “APPLY” button, an instruction window will appear. Candidates should read instructions 
carefully before clicking on “APPLY” button at the bottom of the webpage.

k) On clicking “APPLY” button, the system will display all facts/particulars that a candidate may have 
mentioned while � lling up the necessary � elds of his/her OTR account. Candidate shall � ll up the 
remaining required � elds in the application form and accept the declaration thereof.

l) Once the candidate is satis� ed about the correctness of the � lled in details, then, he or she may click on 
“SUBMIT” button to � nally push the data into server with successful submission report.

m) On successful submission of the basic details, the candidates will be required to pay the online fee and 
uploading of the documents, for � nal submission of the online application form.

n) Candidates can pay the requisite fee through online mode in the “SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS” menu in 
your account.

o) After successful payment of the fee, the fee status will get re� ected on the Online Application form. 
Candidates can check the fee status by clicking on the Print Application Button in the submitted 
Applications menu in your JKPSC account. In case the payment status shows either “not submitted or 
under processing or status has not been re� ected on your submitted application form”, candidates(s) 
are advised to contact the JKPSC o�  ce at Solina Srinagar/Resham Ghar Colony Jammu immediately for 
clari� cation. Further where the online fee is paid through other service providers the candidate must 
ensure that not only the amount of fee is debited from his/service provider’s Account but also credited 
into the o�  cial account of JKPSC.

p) The candidate would be able get the printout of his/her submitted application only after the payment of 
the requisite fee and uploading of requisite documents viz Date of Birth Certi� cate, Degree Certi� cate, 
Category Certi� cate and Domicile Certi� cate.

q) The JKPSC will not undertake detailed scrutiny of applications for the eligibility and other aspects at 
the time of written examination and therefore, candidature will be accepted only provisionally. The 
candidates are advised to go through the requirements of educational quali� cation, age, etc. and satisfy 
themselves that they are eligible for the post(s). Copies of supporting documents will be sought at the 
time of document veri� cation. When scrutiny is under taken, if any claim if made in the application is not 
found/substantiated by proof, the candidature will be cancelled and the Commission’s decision shall be 
� nal and binding.

r) Please note that the above procedure is the only valid procedure for applying. No other mode of 
application or incomplete steps would be accepted and such applications would be rejected.

Editing of the online application form
Candidates who have successfully submitted the online application form along with requisite fee will be 
allowed to edit some of the � elds in their submitted online application form within three days after the cut-
of date i.e from 22.01.2022 to 24.01.2022 (upto 11:59 pm). Detailed instruction in this regard will be made 
available on the website.
Action against candidates found guilty of misconduct
Candidates are advised that they should not furnish any particulars that are false or suppress any material 
information,
A candidate who is, or has been, declared by the Commission, to be guilty of:
i. obtaining by wrongful support of his/her candidature by any means, or
ii. impersonating, or
iii. procuring impersonation by any person, or
iv.  submitting fabricated documents or documents which have been tampered with or
v. making statements which are incorrect, or false or suppressing material information, or
vi. resorting to any other irregular or improper means in connection with his/her candidature for the 

selection, or
vii. using unfair means during the test, or
viii. writing irrelevant matter including obscene language or pornographic matter, in the script(s), or
ix. Misbehaving in any other manner in the examination hall, or
x. harassing or doing bodily harm to the sta�  employed by the Commission for the conduct of their test, or
xi. Attempting to commit or , as the case may be, abetting the Commission of all or any of the acts speci� ed 

in the foregoing clauses may, in addition to rendering himself/herself liable to criminal prosecution, shall 
be liable;

(a) to be disquali� ed by the Commission from selection for which he/she is a candidate , and/or
(b) to be debarred either permanently or for a speci� ed period:-
  (i) By the Commission from any examination or selection held by them,
  (ii) By the Union Territory Government from any employment under them, and
(c) if he/she is already in service under Government, disciplinary action can be taken against him/

her under the appropriate rules.

DIPK-15233-21 (Mushtaq Ahmad) JKAS
Additional Secretary

J&K Public Service Commission
No: PSC/DR-II/2021/17 Dated:18.12.2021

JAMMU AND KASHMIR PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
RESHAM GHAR COLONY, BAKSHI NAGAR, JAMMU -180001

websste;http://jkpsc.nic.in Jammu: 0191-2566528 (f) 2566530
email:jkpscsecretary@gmail.com Srinagar: 0194-2312629 (f) 2312631

Subject: Filling up of the posts of Medical O�  cer (backlog) and (fresh) in the Health & Medical Education Department J&K.
Ref: Health & Medical Education Department’s letter No. HD-Gaz/G en/2021 dated 18.11.2021.

Noti� cation No : 14- PSC (DR-P) OF 2021 Dated: 18-12-2021

SRINAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER RIGHT RIVER WORKS DIVISION

SHORT TERM
NOTICE INVITING E- TENDER No. 15 of 2021-22

Dated:14-12-2021
NOTE: - 1. The Bidders who have not started the works allotted in their favour in Right River Works Division need not to apply for bidding. As per the directions they are debarred from participating in bidding. Their Bid 
if they apply shall be deemed invalid. 
2. Bidders should participate keeping in consideration their financial and physical capacity to execute the works as per the time schedule and in case of being successful for multiple works they will have to start/com-
plete all allotted works simultaneously and failure at one place(work) shall be treated as failure at all other allotted places (Works).
3. The lowest quoted items to be executed in full. In case any deviations, the deductions as per the rates in vogue shall be implemented on the final comparative work done. 
	 For and on behalf of the Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal Commissioner, e-tenders are invited on percentagebasis( as per the J&K PWD Engineering Manual 2020) from approved registered eligible Civil 
Contractors/ Self Help Groups for the below mentioned works.

S.No. Name of the Work Adv. cost 
in lacs 

Approval No./ Whether Technical sanction 
accorded

Class of 
Contractor

Cost of tender document Time of 
Completion

Construction of Operation Threatre and 02 Struc-
tures for Dog Kennels at Shuhama under ABC-ARV 
programme (pre-fab structure) 

183.82 667-SMC of 2021 dated: 04.05.2021, order 
No. CE(R&B) K/TS/793 of 2021-22 dated: 
12.11.2021

AAY Rs. 10000/-  (To be deposited in Municipal Account 
no. 0216010200000007 Jk Bank Branch Dood 
Ganga Balgarden Srinagar

3-4 months

	T he NIeT consists of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms and conditions of contract, Bid Security Declaration format in Annexure “A” and other 
details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per thedateschedule given below. (Bidders are requested to write their contact number on B.O.Q and Bid Security Declara-
tion format as per Annexure “A”

S.No. Particulars Date from to
1 Date of issuance/ Publication of NIT 14.12.2021 at 04:00 PM
2 Date of Downloading of bid documents for said NIeT 15.12.2021 from 02:00 PM

3 Date of uploading of bid document / bid submission starts 15.12.2021 from 04:00 AM

4 Date of uploading of bid document/ bid submission Ends 27.12.2021 at 04:00 PM

5 Date of Bid opening 28.12.2021 at 11:00 AM

6 Date of Submission of Uploaded documents (Hard Copies) bySuccessful Bidder including Bid Security Declarationduly filled up with all relevant informationand all other relevant 
documents( GST clearance, Bank Receipt/ Registration duly renewed, performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR latest drawn after the issuance of said NIeT by the successful 
bidder(L1) equivalent to 3% of the advertised cost pledged to the Executive Engineer Right River Works Division SMC.As per latest Finance Department order the non-submission 
of Performance Security Declaration by the successful bidders shall be considered as non-responsive bid and action as per the Finance Department directions shall be taken which 
includes debarring the bidder for participation in future bidding besides other action.

30-12-2021 up to
 04:00 PM

Note: -Fresh Date means the Documents Drawn after the issuance of said NIeT	

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1.	 The bidders are requested to upload the scanned (copy of the Bank receipt challan/online pay-
ment fee(fresh date) with NIT No. and serial No., the same should be authenticatedby the concern branch 
head of the bank with proper seal and signature along with bank codeas tender fee) paid in the Municipal 
Account No.0216010200000007 payable atJ&K Bank Branch DoodGanga Balgarden, Srinagar(with proper 
NIT No. and Serial No. of the work mentioned) for a particular work along with the other scanned copy of 
other hard copies viz. Bid security declaration format dully filled up, registration duly renewed ,GST clearan-
ceup to date etc. the bidsupload without uploading of bank receipt/ challan( astender feewith Nit No. Sr. No. 
) and copies of other documents like Bid security declarationregistration duly renewed ,GST clearanceup to 
date etc. shall not be entertained and shall be treated as invalid bid and non-responsive and shall be rejected
2.	 The intending bidders can upload the bid security Declaration as per the Annexure “A” duly filled 
up in place of EMD. Further the successful bidders (L1) shall have to submit the performance security equiva-
lent to 3% of the advertised cost pledged to the Executive Engineer right River Works Division SMC within stip-

ulated time period as reflected above. In case of any failure, strict action shall be taken against the defaulter. 
3.	 Tender Fee Receipt and other relevant documents including Bid security declaration format 
duly filled up, if found, with any ambiguity or un-attested correction/over writing for any work such tender /
bid shall be considered as invalid bid and shall be outrightly rejected and action under rules shall be initiated.
4.	 Bids shall be opened as per prescribed date in the office of the Informatics Officer, Karan Nagar 
S.M.C or the office of the Executive Engineer, Right River Works Division (SMC) in presence of the bidders who 
wish to be present. In case of holidays/ offices happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids, or 
there is any Net problem the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.	

5.	 The complete bidding process will be online.
Sd/- Executive Engineer

No.SMC/EERRWD/2671-8	 Right River works Division 
Dated: 	 14.12.2021    		  DIPK-NB-5922/21	 Srinagar Municipal Corporation 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

SKIMS Medical College-Hospital
Bemina Srinagar (J&K)-190017

Phone No. 0194-2492042, Fax 0194-2490071

INTERVIEW NOTICE 

	 It is for information of the eligible candidates who have applied for vacant/
likely vacant tenure post of Registrars and Tutor Demonstrators (Senior Residents) vide 
Advertisement Notification No: SKIMS-MC (04) Acad of 2021 dated 21.11.2021, that their 
interview will be conducted on the dates shown against each in the office chamber of the 
Principal SKIMS Medical College, Bemina. 

S.No Specialties Date of Inter-
view

Time

1 ENT, Gen. Medicine/Chest Medicine , 
Ophthalmology & Pediatrics. 

22.12.2021 1:00 PM

2 Gen. Surgery, Gynecology &Obstetrics, 
Dermatology &Psychiatry

23.12.2021 1:00 PM

3 Biochemistry, Community Medicine, 
Forensic Medicine, Pathology,
 Pharmacology & Physiology. 

24. 12. 2021 1:00 PM

The eligible candidates are required to report for interview along with all documents/
Testimonials including Registration Certificate from State Medical Council. Inservice can-
didates shall be allowed to appear in interview on production of no objection certificate 
from their parent department. The list of eligible candidates are available in the office of 
Registrar Academics SKIMS Medical College/College Website. 

                 Principal 
       SKIMS Medical College

No: SKIMS/MC/Acad/ 
Dt:         - 12 - 2021

DIPK-NB-5992/21

http://www.jktenders.gov.in
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VALLEY BOY AND BENGALURU FC forward Danish Farooq scored his maiden Indian 
Super League goal on December 16 with a perfect header against ATK Mohun Bagan. 
Jumping highest, Downtown-born Danish was able to land an exquisite header to give 
Bengaluru a 2-1 lead against the Mariners. The match ended 3-3, but a day to remember 
for 25-year-old Danish. � Bengaluru FC

Australia Nears Win, England 
At 82-4 In 2nd Ashes Test

Agencies

ADELAIDE: Mitchel Starc re-
moved England captain Joe 
Root in the last over as Aus-
tralia pushed for victory in the 
second Ashes test after setting 
a record target of 468 runs on 
Sunday.

Root, who was struck hard in 
the groin by Starc in his penul-
timate over on the fourth day, 
edged the leftarm paceman after 
scoring 24 in the last over that 
left England stuttering at 82-4.

England need to create histo-
ry to win. The highest successful 
fourth-innings test run chase is 
the West Indies’ 418-7 against 
Australia in 2003. The highest 
successful fourth-innings chase 
in Adelaide is Australia’s 315-6 
to beat England in 1901-02.

Struggling England opener 
Haseeb Hameed yet again 
flopped when Jhye Richardson 
found the glove of the opener in 
his first over and sent him pack-
ing without scoring.

Rory Burns (34) and Dawid 
Malan (20) shared 44 runs 
before Australia struck three 
times in the last session. Malan, 
who was dropped by captain 
Steve Smith in the lone slip off 
Nathan Lyon, didn’t last much 
longer and was out lbw to fast 
bowler Michael Neser in the 
next over.

Earlier, Australia declared its 
second innings at 230-9 during 
the middle session. First-innings 
centurion Marnus Labuschagne 
and Travis Head top-scored, 
making 51 apiece, with Camer-
on Green adding an unbeaten 33 
as Australia sought quick runs in 
the evening session.

England’s bowlers took three 
early wickets to stall Australia’s 
push for victory, despite an in-
jury in the warm-up for Root 
that prevented the England 
captain from taking the field for 
the start of play.

Resuming Sunday at 45-1, 
Australia lost opener Marcus 
Harris, Smith and nightwatch-
man Neser early, before a rally 
by Labuschagne and Head 
guided Australia to 134-4 at the 
break, with a lead of 371 runs.

Before play, Root was hit in 
the lower abdomen while bat-
ting in the nets and was taken 
to hospital for further assess-
ment. He was cleared of any se-
rious injury and returned to the 
field later in the session.

Allrounder Stokes stood in 
as captain for Root as the tour-
ists found their line and length 
early to make inroads into Aus-
tralia’s batting line up.

In the space of three balls, 
Neser was bowled by James An-
derson for three, before Harris 
was caught spectacularly by Jos 

Buttler diving to his left off Stu-
art Broad for 23.

Buttler, who has had mixed 
fortunes with the gloves in Ade-
laide, then dropped Smith from 
Broad’s next ball. Broad thought 
he had trapped Australia’s star 
batsman lbw with his next de-
livery, but the third umpire 
review upheld a close on-field 
decision of not out.

Smith’s reprieve was short-
lived, with Ollie Robinson hav-
ing the stand-in captain caught 
down the leg side by Buttler for 
six reducing the hosts to 55-4.

After tea, Head and Labus-
chagne fell playing big shots 
immediately after scoring their 
half-centuries, while Root (2-
27) returned with his off spin-
ners to dismiss Alex Carey (6) 
and Mitchell Starc (19).

Richardson (8) was caught by 
Buttler trying to heave Malan 
(2-33) into the stands prompt-
ing Smith to make his second 
declaration of the match.

Australia lead the five-match 
series 1-0. 

Adelaide Broadcast Crew Member 
Tests COVID-19 Positive

Agencies

ADELAIDE: A member of a 
broadcast crew at the ongo-
ing second Ashes Test in Ad-
elaide has tested positive for 
COVID-19, the organisers said 
on day four of the pink-ball 
contest on Sunday.” SA Health 
are aware and we have begun 

to trace and notify this person’s 
close contacts,” they said in a 
statement.

“We are undertaking a deep 
clean of the relevant areas and are 
facilitating alternative facilities 
for relevant officials as required.”

According to local reports, for-
mer Australia test player Glenn 
McGrath and former England 

World Cup winner Isa Guha 
have been pulled off media du-
ties following the positive case.

Australia’s regular test skip-
per Pat Cummins missed the 
match for being a close contact 
of a positive COVID-19 case af-
ter dining in the same restau-
rant as the person who con-
tracted the virus.

India Squad For U-19 
World Cup Announced

SA vs IND Test Series

Pujara Backs Pacers To Bag 20 
Wickets Against South Africa

YSS Cup 2021 Kishtwar 

Various Competitions 
Held Across 4 Zones

India Thrash Japan 6-0 In 
Asian Champions Trophy

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Delhi batter Yash 
Dhull will lead a 17-member 
Indian squad in the Under-19 
World Cup, which is scheduled 
to be held in the West Indies 
from January 14 to February 5, 
the BCCI announced on Sunday.

Four-time winners India are 
clubbed with South Africa, Ire-
land and Uganda in Group B.

Dhull’s appointment was on 
expected lines as he was also 
named captain for the upcoming 
Asia Cup, to be held in the UAE 
from December 23.

Dhull will have Andhra’s SK 
Rasheed as his deputy for the 
premier tournament in the Ca-
ribbean.

“The All-India Junior Selection 
Committee has picked India’s 
squad for the upcoming ICC Un-
der-19 Men’s Cricket World Cup to 
be played in the West Indies from 
14th January to 5th February, 
2022 across four host countries,” 
the BCCI said in a press release.

The 14th edition of the tour-
nament will see 16 teams com-
peting for the trophy across 48 
matches.

India are the most successful 
team having won the title four 
times — 2000, 2008, 2012 and 
2018.

India have also been runners-
up in 2016 and in the previous 
edition of the tournament held 
in 2020 in New Zealand.

Dhull, a right-handed mid-

dle-order batter, was a leading 
run-getter in the Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy earlier this year. He av-
eraged 75.50 for his 302 runs 
for the Delhi Districts & Cricket 
Association (DDCA) in the five 
matches that the team played 
during the tournament.

Delhi player Dhull thus joins 
the great Virat Kohli in captain-
ing the junior side in the mar-
quee tournament. He has previ-
ously led the Delhi U-16, U-19 
and India ‘A’ U-19 sides.

Rasheed was also impressive 
in the Vinoo Mankad Trophy, 
including scoring a match-win-
ning century.

The format will see the top 
two teams from each of the 
four groups advance to the Su-
per League while the remaining 
teams feature in the Plate across 
23 days of competition.

India will begin their cam-
paign against South Africa at the 
Providence Stadium in Guyana 
on January 15.

India squad: Yash Dhull 
(captain), Harnoor Singh, Ang-
krish Raghuvanshi, SK Rasheed 
(vice-captain), Nishant Sindhu, 
Siddarth Yadav, Aneeshwar 
Gautam, Dinesh Bana (wk), 
Aaradhya Yadav (wk), Raj Angad 
Bawa, Manav Parakh, Kaushal 
Tambe, RS Hangargekar, Vasu 
Vats, Vicky Ostwal, Ravikumar, 
Garv Sangwan. 

Standby players: Rishit Reddy, 
Uday Saharan, Ansh Gosai, Amrit 
Raj Upadhyay, PM Singh Rathore.

Press Trust of India

JOHANNESBURG: Senior India 
batter Cheteshwar Pujara is con-
fident that his team’s fast bowl-
ing unit will keep up the good 
work and get 20 wickets in every 
Test match in the upcoming se-
ries against South Africa, start-
ing December 26.

The Indian team has already 
started its skills training with 
all the premier batters having a 
quality net session on Saturday.

“Our fast bowlers are our 
strength and I hope that they 
will be able to utilise these con-
ditions and give us 20 wickets in 
every Test match. They have been 
the difference between the two 
sides whenever we have played 
abroad,” Pujara told local media. 

“If you look at the Australia 
series, even if you look at the 
England series, we have done ex-
ceptionally well as a bowling unit 
and I am sure that will be the case 
even in South Africa,” said the 
veteran of 92 Tests and 6589 runs.

The pacers have played a key 
role in India’s success in abroad 
series in recent past.

There aren’t any practice games 
due to the cramped schedule and 
the scare of new COVID-19 vari-
ant Omicron has already led to 

the tour being shortened and 
the four T20 matches being post-
poned for a later date.

“The good thing is we played a 
couple of Test matches in India,” 
Pujara said.

“So most of the guys are in 
touch, and when it comes to 
preparation, the support staff 
has been excellent. They have 
been supporting us well and we 
have five or six days more before 
we head into the first Test,” he 
added, referring to head coach 
Rahul Dravid and his team.

India arrived in the Rainbow 
Nation on December 16 and Pu-
jara believes that 10 days is good 
enough time to get ready for the 
Boxing Day Test at the Centurion.

Observer News Service

KISHTWAR: Inter Panchayat 
level competitions in cricket, 
kabaddi, volleyball and kho kho 
were held across 4 zones of Mar-
wah, Drabshalla, Kishtwar and 
Nagseni on Saturday under the 
ongoing YSS Cup 2021.

The tournament is being held 
under the guidance of Director 
Youth Services and Sports J&K, 
Gazanfer Ali.

The matches were played un-
der incharge ZPEOs Om Parkash, 
Suresh Parihar, Kailash Kumar, 
Ravi Kumar and block incharges 
Vijay Kumar, Zorawer Singh, Ar-
shad Amin.

The venues for the matches 
have been set in 4 zones as per 
the direction of DYSSO Kishtwar 
Kharati Lal Sharma by providing 
all necessary equipments.

At block Palmar under Zone 
Nagseni the function was inau-
gurated by DDC councillor Up-
per Palmar, Tahir Masood along 
with Shazada Begum, Sarpanch 
and Naib Sarpanch, Touseef 
Ahmed.

At Block Bunjwah under Zone 
Drabshalla, youth welcomed the 

chief guest Sumiya Zarger, Sar-
panch Panchayat Path Binoon 
and matches were started soon 
after the chief guest tossed the 
coin up for inaugural match of 
Kho Kho.

Zone Marwah, one of the most 
far flung area of District Kisht-
war, witnessed volleyball and 
cricket matches, which were 
inaugurated by the Chief Guest 
BDC Chairman, Block Dachhan 
Satish Kumar.

At block Trigam under Zone 
Kishtwar, the chief guest, DDC 
member Om Parkash along with 
Sarpanch Baldev Singh and Sudesh 
Rana inaugurated the event.

The Chief Guest appreciated 
the efforts of the sports depart-
ment for the initiative and said 
that this platform will provide 
youth an opportunity to show-
case their talent and winners 
would be selected for higher 
competitions.

BDC chairman of block Mar-
wah thanked DYSSO Kishtwar 
for his full support, efforts & en-
gaging proficient sports teach-
ers by which holding of sports 
events in far flung areas became 
possible. 

Press Trust of India

DHAKA: Defending champions 
India crushed Japan 6-0 to re-
main unbeaten in the round-
robin stage of the Asian Cham-
pions Trophy men’s hockey 
tournament here on Sunday.

Harmanpreet Singh (10th and 
53rd minute) scored a brace, 
while Dilpreet Singh (23rd), Ja-
ramnpreet Singh (34th), Sumit 
(46th) and Shamsher Singh 
(54th) also registered their 
names on the scoresheet for 
India at the Maulana Bhasani 
Hockey Stadium.

India, who have already sealed 
a semifinal berth, thus end the 
round-robin stage of the five-na-

tion tournament at the top of the 
standings with 10 points ahead 
of Korea (6), Japan (5), Pakistan 
(2) and hosts Bangladesh (0).

This was India’s third win on 
the trot. Held to a draw by Ko-
rea in their lung-opener, the 
Manpreet Singh-led side turned 
things around defeating Bangla-
desh 9-0, while also getting the 
better of arch-rivals Pakistan be-
fore easily overcoming the Japa-
nese challenge.

The dominant victory will be a 
huge boost for India as they head 
into the business end of the tour-
nament with lots of confidence. 
They completely outperformed 
Japan, the Asian Games gold 
medallists, in all departments.

Lewa Goes Past Mueller's Dad
Agencies

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s 
Thomas Mueller celebrated his 
400th Bundesliga appearance 
with a goal and an assist as the 
champions crushed VfL Wolfs-
burg 4-0 on Friday to go into the 
winter break with a nine-point 
lead at the top of the standings.

Top scorer Robert Lewan-
dowski also broke the record for 
most league goals in a calendar 
year three minutes from time, 
volleying in his 43rd for 2021 

to better Gerd Mueller’s 42-goal 
run from 1972.

“I am very satisfied with the 
way we played,” said Bayern 
coach Julian Nagelsmann. “Our 
second half was impressive with 
the way we were pressing ex-
tremely high. The result was de-
served," he added.

With 56 league goals at the 
halfway mark Bayern are also 
on track to break the record for 
most league goals in a Bundes-
liga season (101) set by Bayern 
in the 1971-72 campaign. 

English Premier League: Arsenal 
Reports Allegation Of Racism

Agencies

LEEDS: Arsenal reported an alle-
gation of racial abuse toward one 
of its players during the English 
Premier League game against 
Leeds, manager Mikel Arteta 
said.

The alleged incident took place 
in the 33rd minute of the game 
at Elland Road. It was reported 
and the stadium manager will 
have to deal with that with the 
authorities, Arteta said after Ar-
senal’s 4-1 win.

Arteta said it was a single 
person who aimed the alleged 
abuse apparently toward one of 
Arsenal’s substitutes. Very disap-
pointed because we have done so 
much in football to try to avoid it, 
he said, but it is a single person. I 
don’t think that merits that a full 

stadium pays the price.
It was a single incident and it 

has to be reported. It was report-

ed and now the authorities will 
have to work with the clubs to 
understand what happened. 

Tiger Better, But 'Far' From Tournament Level
Agencies

ORLANDO: Tiger Woods says 
he’s still “a long way off” play-
ing on the PGA Tour despite 
making his return to competi-
tive golf at the PNC Champion-
ship this weekend. Ten months 
after Woods shattered his right 
leg in a car accident, crashing it 
down a hill in suburban Los An-
geles, he was back to golf with 
12-year-old son Charlie.

They are the featured attrac-
tion at the 36-hole event that 
pairs parents and children, just 
like last year, with one big dif-
ference. A year ago, there was 
enormous appeal getting a look 
at the young son of the 15-time 
Major champion. Now it’s all 
about the father.

After his opening drive, he 
stooped over with all his weight 
on his damaged right leg to 
remove the tee. At times he 
walked with a purposeful stride, 

and at times, his gait was slower 
and more measured.

Woods walked from the back 
tee to the forward tees his son 
is using, and then he got into 
a cart that he can use for a 20-
team tournament that includes 
86-year-old Gary Player and the 
11-year-old son of former British 
Open champion Henrik Stenson. 

“It was an awesome day,” Woods 
said. “It was just awesome to be 
back out here playing and being 
out there with my son, and we 
just had an absolute blast.”

He admitted his swing lacks 
its vintage power and speed, but 
added he’s confident they will 
steadily improve with time. “I’m 
just starting to get back into try-

ing to play again,” said Woods, 
who turns 46 on December 30. 
“I don’t quite have the endur-
ance that I would like to have. 
But just to be able to hit some 
shots, I’ve still got the hands, I’ve 
still the feel.”

Woods said there have been 
“no days off” in his rehab follow-
ing three months in bed after 
surgery to repair multiple frac-
tures in his leg.

However, his competitive golf 
future remains very much in 
doubt. “This is different. I can 
hit around here, drop a ball here, 
hit a few wedges do, that. But to 
go out there and have 220 yards 
and know that you have to hit 
a 3- or 4-iron and miss the ball 
in the correct spot, and then 
hit certain shots and one stroke 
determines whether you win 
or lose, that’s a totally different 
mindset than what we have out 
here this week,” he said. “I’m not 
there yet.”


