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Peace is the only battle
worth waging
—Albert Camus
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Soldier Shoots
SelfDead

SRINAGAR: An army man allegedly
committed suicide in Kupwara
district of north Kashmir on Monday,
officials said. Havildar S S Arjun
allegedly shot himself with his
servicerifle in the early hours at
Drangyariin Chowkibal More on P10

School Named After
Fallen Soldier

SAMBA: The district administration
here on Monday named a
government school after anarmy
Subedar, who was killed during

the 1971 war with Pakistan. The
government middle school Chak
Salarian, Ramgarh was More on P10

42 Employees Found
Absent In Kulgam

KULGAM: The district
administrationin this south
Kashmir district on Monday sought
explanation from 42 employees

of different departments who
were found absent during surprise
inspections. On the More on P10

Train Crushes
Woman To Death

JAMMU: A woman about 65 years
of age was killed after being hit by a
train in Samba district of Jammu and
Kashmir, an official of the Railway
Police said on Monday.

The body of the unidentified woman,
hit by Sealdah Express, was found
near Balole bridge More on P10
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BJP Workers
PSO Missing
With 2 Rifles )

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Personal Security
Officer (PSO) of a BJP worker
went missing on Monday
along with two rifles from
Kupwara district of north
Kashmir, officials here said.

Saqgib Tantray, a resident
of Bohipora in Kupwara, was
posted as a PSO to BJP worker
Abdul Rashid Zargar, who is
staying at Old MLA hostel in
Kupwara, they said.

During investigation, it
came to light that two rifles
were also More on P10

Militants Ambush Police Bus In Zewan

2 Cops Killed, 12 Injured In
High Securlty Zone Attack

Augib Javeed - in

SRINAGAR: Two personnel of
Armed Reserve Police (ARP)
were killed and twelve oth-
ers were injured on Monday

high security Zewan area in
Srinagar outskirts.

Around 6:00 pm Monday,
militants believed to be two in
number, opened More on P10

¢ PoliceKills2
Militantsin
Rangreth Shootout

ObserverNews Service

olice said two Lashkar-
Pe-Taiba (LeT) militants,

one among thema
foreigner, were killed in a brief
encounter with government
forcesin Rangreth area of the city
outskirts on Monday. A naka was
established by police in Rangreth
area of the city outskirts on the
basis of specific input regarding
the movement of militants, a
police spokesperson. He said a
small team of More on P10

a brazen militant attack in

PM Modi Seeks
Details Of
Militant Attack

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
sought details on a militant
attack in Jammu and Kashmir
on Monday and expressed
condolences to the families of
the security personnel killed.
Two policemen were killed
and 12 others suffered

injuries as militants carried
out adeadly attack ona bus
carrying Jammu and Kashmir
Armed Police personnel on
the outskirts of Srinagar on
Monday -- More on P10

BSF Kills
Woman‘intruder’
AlongiB

Press Trust of India

JAMMU: A Pakistani woman

intruder was shot dead by the
BSF along the international
border here, an official said on
Monday.

Deputy Inspector General
of Border Security Force (BSF)
S P S Sandhu said alert troops
killed the intruder in R S Pura
sector on Sunday night.

"The BSF troops noticed
suspicious movement and
warned the intruder many
times not to cross the IB but
the intruder kept running to-
wards border fencing aggres-
sively,” Sandhu, who is the
Public Relations Officer (PRO)
of BSF, Jammu, said.

He said alert BSF troops
fired and neutralized the in-
truder near BSF fencing inside
the IB and thwarted the infil-
tration attempt. More on P10

LG Hails Abrogation
Of J&K’s Special Status

‘Constitutional Rights Extended To 1.25

What’s On Agenda? NC
Asks Delimitation Panel

Zaid Bin Shabir the meeting.
“As the invitation forwarded
SRINAGAR:  The  National by the commission to our party

Contact Circulation Incharge:
Irshad Ahmad: 7006276927

Observer News Service

LUCKNOW: Claiming that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has ushered a new era
of development in Jammu
and Kashmir, Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha
said on Monday that all
the constitutional rights
have been extended to 1.25

Crore People In Its Truest Sense’

crore people of the Union
Territory in its “truest sense”
with the abrogation of erst-
while state’s special status.
Addressing a commemo-
ration event for the up-
coming birth anniversary
of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya Ji here, the LG
said that with decisions
taken in the More on P10

J&K Logs 119 New Cases,
3 Corona Deaths

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus claimed
the lives of three more people in
Jammu and Kashmir on Monday
while 119 fresh cases of infec-
tion were registered in the Union
Territory during the last 24 hours.

more

According to officials, two
people  succumbed

Conference (NC) parliamentar-
ians have written a letter to
Delimitation Commission ask-
ing it to provide an agenda for
the meeting scheduled to be
held next week in New Delhi.
NC's Member of Parliament
from Anantnag constituency,
Hasnain Masoodi told Kashmir
Observer on Monday that he
has been invited by the panel
for a meeting in New Delhi on
December 20 but without being
informed about the agenda of

had no mention of the agenda,
the party decided to send a
written communication to the
Commission, asking it to pro-
vide the relevant agenda of the
meeting and other material so
that the party MPs could decide
whether to participate in the
meeting or not,” he said.

Masoodi and two other NC
MPs -- Farooq Abdullah and
Mohammad Akbar Lone -- had
boycotted the first meeting of
the commission More on P10

Ladakh Shuts Down For
Statehood, Jobs

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A complete shut-
down was observed in Ladakh
Union Territory (UT) on a joint
call given by Leh Apex body
(LAB) and Kargil democratic
Alliance (KDA) in favour of their
demands including a statehood
from the central government.
All shops and business es-
tablishments were closed and
transport, private as well as
government was off the road
in all districts and sub divi-
sions and blocks of the Union
Territory. The shutdown hit

normal life across Ladakh UT.

The special status of J&K
state was scrapped on August
5,2019 and erstwhile state was
divided into union territories of
J&K and Ladakh

The call was issued by LAB
and KDA who are demanding a
full statehood be given to the UT
besides constitutional safeguard,
recruitment of youth on fast track
and separate seats for Leh and
Kargil in Lok Sabha and Raj Sabha.

The shutdown was peaceful
and there was no untoward in-
cident reported from any part
of the UT. More on P10

Cold Wave Intensifies

In Kashmir

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The cold wave in Kashmir has
intensified with the mercury settling sev-
eral notches below the freezing point, of-

ficials said on Monday.

Srinagar recorded a low of minus 3.5 de-
grees Celsius on Sunday night down by 0.5
degrees from the previous night. It was the
second coldest night of the season so far,

the officials said.

Gulmarg tourist destination in north
Kashmir's Baramulla district recorded a

—

to the deadly infection in
Kashmir Valley and one per-
son in Jammu division, taking
the death toll due to pandemic
to 4498. About the new cases,
officials said, More on P10

low of minus 5 degrees Celsius up from mi-
nus 4.2 degrees Celsius the previous night.
The officials said Pahalgam was the
coldest recorded place in the Valley at a
low of minus 5.3 degrees Celsius.
The mercury in More on P10

J&K Records Lowest Percentage Of HIV Cases At 0.6 %

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: Defying the reports
that paint an alarming spike in the
human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) cases in the country, a newly
published survey has unfurled a
sense of relief among the natives,
as the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir has recorded the low-
est percentage of HIV cases.

On December 8, the government
of India’s National AIDS Control
Organisation (NACO) released the
16th round of HIV burden estima-
tions and fact-sheets for the coun-
try, including J&K. Among the men-
tioned indicators, several included
indicators are of great importance
to J&K in terms of health, diagnosis
and treatment of diseases espe-
cially HIV/AIDS. This also includes
those indicators that are relevant
to the Indian Government's 2030
goal of ending the AIDS epidemic.

Among the indicators released
for the erstwhile state of J&K in-
cluding Ladakh, several are based

on education about HIV prevalence,
estimated annual AIDS-related
deaths, Prevention and annual new
HIV infections, new initiatives be-
ing implemented by NACO,

and PrEP—Pre expo-
sure  prophylaxis
is medicine taken
to prevent getting
HIV—that have al-
ways maintained
an influence
over the rise/
fall of HIV cas-
es in J&K.

The NACO
factsheet on es-
timation of HIV
has revealed that in t he
category of “HIV prevalence among
adults in India, 2020", the erst-
while state of J&K has recorded the
lowest percentage of such cases at
0.6 percent. The highest HIV prev-
alence in India among adults was
recorded in the Northeast states of
India including Mizoram (2.37 per-
cent), Nagaland (1.44 percent) and

Manipur(1.15 percent).

As per the NACO estimation,
PLHIV cases per million popula-
tion for J&K has been recorded at
415 per million which too, is the
lowest rate in India.

“The lowest percent-

age of HIV incidence

Q per 1,000 uninfect-
ed population in

India was recorded

in J&K where the fi-
nal percentage stood
at 0.01 percent,” the

report reads.
[ Besides  the
Q national  re-
port, J&K
AIlDS
Control
Society(jI(ACS)

has also released the
data for 2021 and as per the given
figures, total number of people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV) ever reg-
istered with JKACS (found positive

after testing at ICTCs) as of October
2021 was recorded at 6671 while as
the total number of people alive on
ART treatment as of October 2021
was recorded at 2989.

The NACO report for 2020 HIV
Estimation indicates that while
India’s AIDS response continues to
be successful, there is no place for
complacency.

Nationally, new HIV infections
declined by 48% between 2010 and
2020 in comparison to the global
average of 23% (between 2010 and
2019). As per the data, the decline in
new HIV infections was less than 50%
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in 17 States and UTs, while it actually
increased in three States and UTs.

In terms of PLHIV cases (in Lakh),
J&K has recorded 0.06 percent of
such cases which is clearly the
ninth lowest in India. The highest
rate was recorded in Maharashtra
(3.90 percent) while the lowest was
recorded in Sikkim (0.004 percent).

“The lowest HIV incidence (per
1,000 uninfected population) in
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Study Finds Ways
To Help Children

perimental Psychology'.
"Forgiveness is important in
children and adults for restor-

Carolina State University.

study participant was told
they were part of a group,
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undersigned .
No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after
stipulated period.
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had graduated with a degree
in some other field.
Tilbrook and Shrifer call this

"But social inequality does
play a factor in who majors in
STEM and who does well in

No: ARTO/Spn/ -2021 UL ST g —upa S| | STEM-specific cultural capital. ~ STEM," Shifrer added.
Dated -12-2021 S/D Asst Regional - T CoT - e They suggested that parents Shifrer said that schools --
ast Transport Officer Shopian passed it on to their children both K-12 and higher educa-
3.7 5 1.7 2 . o A through a variety of ways: tion -- need to fill in the gaps
O+ G / bUJ”rL / GuT < s “/“’J”rt / engaging in activities or con- and provide the kind of knowl-
CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES S W versations on scientific top- edge and confidence needed
— . " . _ . e o4 ics; fostering a home environ-  to succeed in STEM.
YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE 6000/= w”// S35 sthalldoed 6000/= d’”// Ji-45 ’b{u%jﬂ’i"f&’ 1 ment that values STEM and "STEM majors shouldn't only
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and Fiome aea[iajzucles acto /im o rat (b? . 08 Yo £ 3 {,’7 04 A A J’L 3 attitudes and academic work  parents also majored in it," she
PP whote sale rates. “4/ ¢ L “q/ ~ iJ~/f'V X habits needed to succeed in  concluded.
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with Urfee Jan D/0 Mohd Rajab Rather R/0 Hardpora Tehsil Kokernag District Anantnag
on 08-09-2021.Now | have appled for issuance of Mirrage Certificate. If any body having
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ELECTRONICS _J /J.J,_/t RNA _J M} 7 RNA any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Tehsl
T "o Office Shergund within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
10X MOBILE STORE After that no objection shall be entertained. RNA

All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories PUBLIC NOTICE Public Notice

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769
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All Mobile and Electronic Cell Phone

| have lost the RC of my Vehicle Bearing Regd No:-
JKO3K-8212. Now | have applied for the duplicate of the
same if anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection in the office of the ARTO
ANANTNAG. Within a period of seven days. After that no

PUBLIC NOTICE

1 Abdul Rashid Gojwari S/0 Ghulam Rasool Gojwari R/0 Daribal Naidkadal, Bearing Pass-
port No. H9029225 .want to include my cast Gojwari in my new passport which is missing
in my current passport. as all my legal documents like Adhar card, voter ID etc. already
have Gojwari included in them with my name.

This is inform general public that | have applied for pesticides
license. In this regard any person having any objection He/She
may contact office of the PPO Lal Mandi Srinagar within seven
days from the date of publication of this notice. No objection

a o5 X L n‘ ~ &cces‘sines | objection shall be entertained. shall be entertained after that. In This regard if anybody has any objection he/she may file the same in the office of pass-
ccessories Aerox also oy “b - il i ] ) port office Srinagar within the period of 07 days from the publication of this notice. After
available. i : Name: Aadil Ahmad Mir RNA that no objection shall be entertained.

Name:- Khursheed Ahmad Mir
S/0:- Mohammad Abdullah Mir
R/0:- Tulkhan Bijbehara Anantnag

S/0: Mohd Akbar Mir
R/0: Kawarigam Anantnag

Abdul Rashid Gojwari
S/0 Ghulam Rasool Gojwari
R/o Daribal Naidkadal, Srinagar

Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979
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Make Comprehensive Plan To Overcome
Traffic Jams In City: DC To Officials

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR:- In order to frame out an
action plan to overcome traffic Jams and
ensure smooth traffic movement on city
Roads, the Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Aijaz Asad Monday
chaired an officers meeting here in his
office Chamber.

The meeting held threadbare dis-
cussion on various issues with regard
to management of traffic system in Sri-
nagar District including nuisance of
wrong parking, roadside encroachments
and issue of vehicles plying in contra-
vention to actual route permits.

The Deputy Commissioner directed
the officers to formulate a comprehen-
sive action plan and take immediate
measures to overcome traffic jams to
ensure better regulation of traffic move-
ment within Srinagar Municipal limits
particularly on heavy traffic routes.

The DC said it is multi agency efforts
and directed SMC authorities, ARTO, Traf-
fic and Police department to work in close
coordination and act tough against traffic
rules violators, who cause a lot of inconve-
nience to common people. He directed the
officers to conduct a massive enforcement
drive against wrong parking and roadside
encroachments in Srinagar City.

He also asked to relocate street ven-
dors from heavy traffic junction points
which hinder smooth traffic ply. He
stressed on the concerned officers to take
all required measures to decongest the
City roads to ensure smooth flow of traf-
fic. He also directed to keep the provision
of adequate parking spaces in crowded
places and relocation of the roadside ven-
dors to facilitate hassle-free movement of
pedestrians.

Regarding illegal practice of vehicles
plying in contravention to allotted route
permits, The DC asked the concerned to
look into the matter and ensure strict
adherence to the existing norms to stop

Formulatea
comprehensive action

plan and take immediate
measures to overcome
traffic jams to ensure
better regulation of traffic
movement within Srinagar
Municipal limits particularly
on heavy traffic routes.

such violations.

The Deputy Commissioner also asked
the ARTO to submit the list of approved
Bus stops so that action is taken against
the illegal traffic operations in the City.

Among others, the meeting was at-
tended by Joint Commissioner SMC,
G M, SSCR, Dy S P Traffic, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue, ARTO, Tehsil-
dar headquarter, besides Officers from
Education, Police and other concerned
departments. While representatives of
various Transport Associations also par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Remove encroachments around
Hokersar: DC to official

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR :- Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Aijaz Asad on Monday
visited Hokersar Wetland Conservation Re-
serve, the largest bird habitat in the Kash-
mir Valley at Zainakote in Srinagar District
and took stock of conservation measures be-
ing taken up there.

The Deputy Commissioner asked the
department of Wildlife Protection to en-
sure completion of the demarcation pro-
cess of the wetland. He also directed the
revenue officials to launch a special anti-
encroachment drive around the Hokersar
Wetland to remove all illegal constructions
along the Ramsar site of Kashmir Valley,
which is also an abode to a myriad number

of migratory birds.

The DC also discussed seeking commu-
nity support for conservation activities in
the wetland for effective results and restor-
ing past glory of the Hokersar.

On the occasion, the DC was informed
that Hokersar is Wetland Conservation
Reserve notified under Wildlife Protection
Act with an area of 1354 hectares. He was
also apprised about the salient features of
Hokersar site, challenges to the wetland
and mitigation measures being taken up.
Chief Planning Officer, Srinagar, Wildlife
Warden (Wetlands), Tehsildar Shalteng,
Officers of Irrigation & Flood Control and
other Officers, besides staff of Department
of Wildlife Protection accompanied the Dep-
uty commissioner during his visit.

Forest Fire At
Shankaracharya
Hills

Agencies

KO NEW SERVICE

Srinagar: Fire erupted in a forest area
in the upper side of Shankaracharya
hills on Zabarwan mountain range in
Srinagar.

Reports said that fire started
in the forest area and flames were
seen from areas lying adjacent to it.

The Fire and emergency department
rushed fire tenders to the forest area to
douse off the flames.

When contacted, concerned offi-
cials said that an operation to douse off
the flames has been started by the for-
est department and fire and emergency
service department.

He said the cause of the fire will be
ascertained after the flames are brought
under control.

Srinagar: Ahead of new year-2022, the
Divisional Commissioner, P.K Pole Mon-
day directed to explore ways to notify
rates for upcoming 3-5 years with five
percent annual enhancement.

The directives were that the rates
proposed and implemented for Ho-
tels, Restaurants, Houseboats, Taxis,
Shikaras, and ponies shall be notified
for the calendar year 2022.

Pole informed that possibility shall
be explored to notify the rates for 3-5
years with five percent annual en-
hancement so that the rates are regu-
lated in letter and spirit.

The Divisional Commissioner Kash-
mir, further directed the concerned of-
ficers for the immediate finalisation of
the rates and its implementations.

According to the minutes of the
meeting of Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Pole further informed that
complaints of non-regulations of rates

in respect of Hotels,

Restaurants,

']

Houseboats, Taxis, Shikaras, ponies
are being regularly received which is
giving bad name to the trade in the Val-
ley.

The Divisional Commissioner di-
rected Director Tourism and all Depu-
ty Commissioners that rates proposed
for Hotels, Restaurants, Houseboats,
Taxis, Shikaras, ponies shall be put to

Div Com Mulls To Notify New Rates For

Hotels, Houseboats, Taxis, Shikara

public domain through the website of
the Tourism Department.

Besides, rates shall be available
through print, electronic and social
media. The valuable comments and
suggestions proposed by the public
shall be given due consideration.

Pole in a meeting also stressed that
rates with regard to Hotels shall be pro-
posed and fixed as category and season
wise.

“Rates notified shall also be strictly
implementable for those hotels having
a chain of hotels through the country,”
Pole directed.

He also directed that for overcharg-
ing to be brought down, a rate list shall
be erected near the taxi stands, bus sta-
tions, police stations, Tourist Reception
Centres (TRSs), tourist destination en-
try and exit points.

The Director Tourism said that
the proposal for the rates other than
hotels have been framed, finalized and
submitted to the Government for its ap-
proval—(KNO)

Five-day ATAI

KO NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: The five-day-long Faculty De-
velopment (FDP) course on 5G and Inter-
net of Things (IoT) concluded on Monday
at the Department of Information and
Technology, National Institute of Tech-
nology (NIT) Srinagar.

The FDP is a part of a massive coun-
try-wide rollout of training and learning
opportunities sponsored by All India
Council of Technical Education (AICTE)
through its Training and Learning
(ATAL) Academy.

HOD Information Technology, Dr.
Shabir Ahmad Sofi was the coordinator
for the course. The resource persons for
the courses were exceptionally experi-
enced faculty members from reputed in-
stitutes of India.

Director NIT Srinagar Prof. Rakesh
Sehgal said the theme of FDP is inter-
esting as a topic is more relevant in the
present scenario. It is evident that 5G will
spur innovation across many industries
and provide a platform enabling emer-
gent technologies such as the IoT to be-
come an integral part of our economy, he
said.

"Adoption of 5G and the IoT is being
driven by a number of factors, includ-
ing increased demand from consumers,
enterprises, and availability of more af-
fordable devices," he said.

Prof Sehgal said now the technology

is so advanced, we can think of anything
and then we can even produce that or
use it for any purpose. Such workshops
boost theoretical and practical knowl-
edge about current technologies, he said.

In his message, Registrar NIT, Prof.
Kaiser Bukhari also appreciated the IT
Department for conducting FDP on a rel-
evant topic. He said these sessions are the

ing at Central University of Kashmir pre-
sented his topic on ToT meets Big Data.
On the second day, Er. Kalimullah
Lone, research scholar delivered his lec-
ture on IoT Big Data. It was followed by a
lecture by Dr Muheet Ah. Butt Scientist
D University of Kashmir on Databases in
IoT and Dr. Hushmat Amin Kar from IT
Deptt. Delivered his lecture on Fog- IoT

‘ Adoption of 56 and the 0T is being driven by a
number of factors, including increased demand from
consumers, enterprises, and availability of more affordable devices

need of the hour and will explore more in-
depth knowledge to the participants.

Dr. Sofi said the resource persons
for the course were exceptionally expe-
rienced faculty members from reputed
institutes. FDP covered a wide range of
topics on 5G and IoT. All sessions were
highly useful for the faculty members
and research scholars who participated
in the course," he said.

Dr. Sofi informed that more than 100
participants had registered for the work-
shop from all over India. He said the ob-
jective of the course was to enhance the
theoretical as well as practical knowl-
edge of 5G and IoT technologies.

On inaugural day, Dr. Sofi presented
his topic on 'Sensors and IoT' while Dr.
Mohammad Ahsan Chishti Dean and As-
sociate Professor at Faculty of Engineer-

Environment.

On the 3rd day, Dr. Sofi delivered his
lecture on 5G and IoT". It was followed by
a presentation by Dr. Janibul Bashir As-
sistant Professor, IT Deptt, Er. Jehangir
Ali delivered his lecture on 'Real-time
Applications of IoT and 5G' and Dr. Igra
Altaf delivered her lecture on 'Industrial
IoT (IloT) and 5G'.

On the 4th day, Dr. Saniya Zahoor
from KU presented her topic on 'Re-
source Optimization in IoT' while Dr.
Majid Zaman Scientist D from KU deliv-
ered his topic on 'Data Analytics in IoT".

On a concluding day, Sarvesh Ku-
mar Singh AP, from Babu Banarasi
Das University Lucknow delivered his
lecture on Real-time Applications with
Cloud (AWS) and it was followed by Dr.
Prateek Aggarwal from LPU on Smart

_-FDP on '5G and IoT' Concludes at NIT

City Applications.

Dr. Janibul Bashir, Dr. Iqra Altaf, Dr.
Amritpal Singh, Dr. Prabal Verma, Dr.
Shrabanti M., Dr. Hushmat Kar, and Je-
hangir Ali from the information technol-
ogy department were the main organis-
ers of the five daylong FDP event. (KNS)

KTA condoles demise of Mrs. Tariq
Masudi

Srinagar, Dec 13 (KNS): The supreme
council of the Kashmir Trade Alliance
(KTA) held a meeting on Monday to
condole the demise of the wife of Tariq
Masudi, who is the senior member of the
Traders Federation Karan Nagar and
proprietor Carp Parlour. In the meeting
chaired by KTA president Ajaz Shahd-
har that was attended by all members of
the supreme council, the traders’ com-
munity expressed shock over the sudden
demise of Mrs. Tariq Masudi.

Among others, the meeting was at-
tended by Maninder Singh, Fayaz Nadaf,
Abdul Majeed, Tanveer Khan, Sajad Hy-
der, Shabir Shawl, Mehraj u din, Hilal
Ahmad, Fayaz Darzi, Rafiq Ahmad, Na-
sir Ahmad, etc All the members prayed
for the departed soul and expressed soli-
darity with Tariqg Masudi in the moment
of grief.

The members of the Traders Fed-
eration Karan Nagar including Wasim
Aslam too offered condolence to the be-
reaved family and prayed for the depart-
ed soul. (KNS)

DIAL-EMMA

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
PDD: 0194-2450213
FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD: 1800180701
SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200
AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x
RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )

Mughal Road - (Closed)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

* PRAYERS
FAIR 5:58
HIJRI ZUHR  12:25
CALENDAR | AsR 3:46
09 Jumadaal-awwal| Magrib  5:27
1443 ISHA  6:52

This Day In History

557 - Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire, is
significantly damaged by a 6.4 magnitude earthquake
644 - Uthman ibn Affan (RA), companion of Prophet Mu-
hammad (SAW), appointed 3rd Caliph of Islam
835 - Chinese Emperor Wenzong conspires with chancellor Li
Xunand general Zheng Zhu tokill all the eunuchs, but the plot
is foiled. Also known as the Sweet Dew Incident
867 - Adrian Il begins his reign as Catholic Pope
872 - John Vlll elected as Catholic Pope
1774 - Firstincident of American Revolution - 400 attack Fort
William and Mary, New Hampshire
1812 - The French invasion of Russia, led by Napoleon, offi-
cially ends with the French having lost as many as 530,000
people
1814 - The Battle of Lake Borgne in Louisiana: British victory
over the United States
1862 - Battle of Kinston, fought in Lenoir County, North Caro-
lina begins (Goldsboro
1864 - War of the Triple Alliance: Paraguay invades the Brazil-
ian province of Mato Grosso
1900 - Birth of Quantum Physics: German Physicist Max
Planck presents a theoretical derivation of his black-body
radiation law

1900 - France and Italy sign a secret agreement by which
Italy recognizes France’s right to exploit Morocco in return for
France’s conceding her the same right in Tripoli.

1927 - Iraq gains independence from Britain, but British
troops remain
1962 - Mariner 2 makes 1st US fly-by of another planet (Venus).
1967 - DNA created in a test tube.

1971 - The Pakistan Army executes over 200 of East Paki-
stan’sintellectuals during the Bangladesh Liberation War.
1977 - Egyptian & Israeli representatives gather in Cairo for
first formal peace conference.

1981 - Israel annexes Golan Heights (seized from Syria in war
0f1967).

From KO Avchives

Hizb steps In as
Hurlyat leaders bicker

Observer News Service

RINAGAR: Hizbul Mujahideen on Tuesday asked sepa-
ratist alliance Hurriyat Conference (APHC) to mulffle the
internal discord which has emerged since India declared
a unilateral ceasefire in Kashmir.

Hizb urged leaders of the APHC, an alliance of social, politi-
cal and religious groups, not to "sling mud" at each other.

Hizb statement came after several members of alliance
criticised one of their leaders, Abdul Ghani Lone, for issuing a
statement against non-Kashmiri militants.

Lone, viewed by New Delhi as a key player in initiating
possible peace talks over Kashmir, said that foreign militants
fighting alongside Kashmiri militants against Indian rule
in Jammu and Kashmir could not take part in any political
dialogue.

"In present circumstances, the Hizbul Mujahideen does not
doubt the sincerity of Hurriyat leaders and requests them that
they should not sling mud at each other and doubt each other's
intentions," Hizbul Mujahideen said.

"Hizbul Mujahideen urges leaders of Hurriyat to be cau-
tious while issuing statements," it added.

Cracks within Hurriyat surfaced during a seminar on
human rights in Srinagar at the weekend. The meeting erupted
in acrimony with supporters of foreign militants and Lone sup-
porters exchanging body blows.

Many lower rung Hurriyat activists including former
chairman, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, openly criticised Lone for
issuing statements against "foreign militants" fighting Indian
security forces in Kashmir.

Sowing division: Indian troops stopped offensive opera-
tions against separatist militants for the Islamic holy month
of Ramadhan from November 28. Most militant groups, which
India says are supported by Pakistan, have rejected the tempo-
rary ceasefire.

However, Hizb which is dominated by local Kashmiri fight-
ers rather than Muslim warriors from different countries gave
a less strident response to the Indian initiative.

Analysts had said at the time of the ceasefire announce-
ment that New Delhi could be trying to sow division within the
ranks of Hurriyat to gain the upper hand. Latest developments
show that if that was the strategy it may have worked.

While Geelani dubbed India's suspension of hostilities a
sinister move to sabotage Kashmir's freedom struggle, other
Hurriyat leaders have spoken more optimistically of a possible
breakthrough in the decade-old insurgency.

(KASHMIR OBSERVER, 14 DECEMBER, 2000)
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Israeli PM Naftali Bennett
Meets Crown Prince On
Flrst UAE Visit

Agencies

bu Dhabi Crown Prince
ASheikh Mohammed bin Za-

yed al-Nahyan hosted Israel’s
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett in
the first-ever public meeting be-
tween the United Arab Emirates’ de
facto ruler and an Israeli leader.

Bennett met Crown Prince
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan on Monday at his private
palace, Israeli officials said, follow-
ing the PM’s arrival in the Emirati
capital late on Sunday.

Bennett, who was expected to fo-
cus on trade links, according to his
spokesperson, said his visit reflect-
ed a “new reality” for the region.

“In my opinion, this is ... the
new reality this region is witness-
ing, and we are working together
to ensure a better future for our
children,” he told the UAE's official
WAM news agency.

Bennett’s visit comes just over
a year after the wealthy Gulf state
forged diplomatic ties with Israel
under a series of US-brokered deals
known as the Abraham Accords.

The Israeli prime minister
praised the peace agreement for
establishing a “new, deep and solid
structure for diplomatic, economic
and cultural relations” in the re-

gion, WAM reported.

“The relations between the two
countries have strengthened in all
fields, and I am very satisfied with
that, as many cooperation agree-
ments were concluded in the fields
of trade, research and develop-
ment, and cyber security, health,
education, aviation and more, I
look forward to the continued de-
velopment and consolidation of
relations.”

A statement on WAM said Sheikh
Mohammed voiced hope for “sta-
bility in the Middle East”.

Releasing photographs of Ben-
nett and Sheikh Mohammed smil-
ing and shaking hands, the Israeli
leader’s office described the meet-
ing as “historic”. Bennett was also
scheduled to meet the UAE’s tech-
nology and transport ministers
during his visit, Israeli officials said.

Israel is also making a diplomatic
push against renewed international
talks with Iran over the Islamic re-
public’s nuclear programme. Israel’s
ambassador to Abu Dhabi said the
issue of Iran was on the agenda for
Monday'’s talks.

While Bennett is the first Israeli
prime minister to visit the UAE, For-
eign Minister Yair Lapid made a land-
mark trip in June, opening an embassy
in Abu Dhabi and a consulate in Dubai.

Three Killed In Shooting
At Palestinian Camp
In Lebanon

Agencies

Three members of Hamas died
Sunday when shooting erupted at
the funeral procession of a mem-
ber of the Islamist movement in a
South Lebanon Palestinian refugee
camp, the group said.

Hamas official Raafat al-Murra
said members from the rival Fatah
movement "shot at the funeral pro-
cession” of a Palestinian killed in a
blast Friday at the Burj al-Shemali
camp, outside the port city of Tyre.

Six people were wounded, he said.

A camp resident told AFP an
armed clash followed the shoot-
ing and that elements of both Fatah
and Hamas had been deployed.

An electrical short circuit in a
store containing oxygen supplies for
Covid patients caused Friday's blast,
Hamas had said, denying media re-
ports that an arms depot blew up.

The explosion blackened the

walls and shattered the windows of
a nearby mosque.

"The fire caused damage to proper-
ty but the impact was limited,” Hamas
said, without detailing casualties.

According to a Palestinian official,
one man died of his injuries from
Friday night's explosion, which also
left a few people wounded.

Officially, Lebanon hosts about
192,000 Palestinian refugees, most of
whom live in the country's 12 camps,
according to the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA).

By longstanding agreement, the
Lebanese army does not enter the
camps, leaving security inside to
Palestinian factions.

Hamas and Fatah, the secular
party led by Mahmud Abbas, have
been at odds since 2007 when the
Islamists seized Gaza after a week of
deadly clashes. Though based in Gaza,
Hamas operates branches elsewhere
in the Middle East including Lebanon.

AN ILLUSTRATION PICTURE TAKEN in London on December 2, 2021 shows four syringes and a
screen displaying the word 'Omicron', the name of the new coronavirus variant AFP

WHO: Omicron Poses
'Very High' Global Risk,
Data On Severity Limited

Reuters

he Omicron coronavirus
Tvariant, reported in more

than 60 countries, poses
a "very high" global risk, with
some evidence that it evades
vaccine protection but clini-
cal data on its severity remain
limited, the World Health Or-
ganization says.

Considerable uncertain-
ties surround Omicron, first
detected last month in South
Africa and Hong Kong, whose
mutations may lead to higher
transmissibility and more
cases of Covid-19 disease, the
WHO said in a technical brief
issued on Sunday.

"The overall risk related to
the new variant of concern
Omicron remains very high for
a number of reasons," it said,
reiterating its first assessment
of November 29.

"And second, preliminary

I AND SECOND,
PRELIMINARY

evidence suggests
potential humoral immune
escape againstinfectionand
high transmission rates, which
could lead to further surges
with severe consequences,"

evidence suggests poten-
tial humoral immune escape
against infection and high
transmission rates, which
could lead to further surges
with severe consequences,”
the WHO said, referring to
the virus' potential ability to
evade immunity provided by
antibodies.

The WHO cited some pre-
liminary evidence that the
number of people getting re-
infected with the virus has in-
creased in South Africa.

While preliminary findings
from South Africa suggest that
Omicron may be less severe
than the Delta variant - cur-
rently dominant worldwide
- and all cases reported in the
Europe region have been mild
or asymptomatic, it remains
unclear to what extent Omi-
cron may be inherently less
virulent, it said.

"More data are needed to
understand the severity pro-
file," it said. "Even if the sever-
ity is potentially lower than
for the Delta variant, it is ex-
pected that hospitalisations
will increase as a result of in-
creasing transmission. More
hospitalizations can put a
burden on health systems and
lead to more deaths.”

Further information was
expected in coming weeks,
it added, noting the time lag
between infections and out-
comes.

Risky Move Or Joyful Moment? Europe
Divided As Vaccmes Begin For Kids

Reuters

s Europe starts vaccinating
Ayounger children, countries

are pursuing very different
strategies in what will be a major
test of parents' willingness to get
their kids inoculated.

One region in Italy is sending
in clowns and jugglers to clin-
ics, France and Germany are tar-
geting only the most vulnerable
kids, while Denmark has been
administering shots even before
the specially-designed vials and
syringes have arrived.

"Vaccination must be a game,
a joyful moment when children
can feel at ease," said Alessio
D'Amato, health chief of the cen-
tral Lazio region, in a video as he
declared Dec. 15 "Vax Day" for
children in the region.

The European  Medicines
Agency (EMA) approved the use
of Pfizer-BioNTech's lower-dose
vaccine on the 5-11 age group last
month, following the go-ahead

for older children in May.

The first deliveries of the smaller
paediatric vials will not arrive until
Monday though. Timings for the
rollout vary, but most countries
are preparing to start getting shots
into young arms a day or two after
the first shipments arrive.

Belgium may not start roll-out un-
til early January while the national
authorities prepare to issue guidance.

Spain, which ranks among the
world's most-highly immunized
countries with 90% of people
aged 12 or over fully vaccinated,
will start inoculating younger
children on Dec. 15.

Inoculating children and young
people, who can unwittingly
transmit COVID-19 to others at
higher risk of serious illness, is
considered a critical step towards
taming the pandemic. In Germa-
ny and the Netherlands, kids now
account for the majority of cases.

The roll-out comes as the Euro-
pean Union battles a major wave
of infections, accounting for well
over half of global infections and
50% of deaths globally.

Some 27 million 5-11 year olds
are eligible for the vaccine in the
bloc of about 450 million.

Parents Worry

But a major hurdle will be win-
ning over parents.

In the Netherlands, 42% of almost
1,800 parents with kids in the 5-12
age range said they would not get
their children inoculated and 12%
said they would probably decline,
according to a poll by Dutch cur-
rent affairs television programme
Een Vandaag. Only 30% said they
would get their kids vaccinated.

Saudi, Iranian Experts
Discuss Security At
Dialogue In Amman

Reuters

audi and Iranian experts
Stook part in a security

dialogue in the Jordanian
capital Amman which discussed
confidence-building measures
between the regional rivals, Jor-
dan's state news agency Petra
reported on Monday.

A senior Iranian diplomat told
Reuters that no Iranian official
attended the session, which Pe-
tra said was hosted by the Arab
Institute for Security Studies.

"What was held in Amman
was not an official meeting.
But of course such meetings
between academics are useful
to give better understanding
about realities between the two
neighbours," the diplomat said.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Saudi Arabia on the
security dialogue in Amman.

Riyadh and Tehran started direct
talks this year with four rounds
held in Iraq. Diplomacy among
academics from the two countries
has taken place in the past.

Russian Teen Attempts
To "Blows Himself Up" At
School, Wounds 10 Children

Agence France-Presse

MOSCOW: A Russian teenager
tried to blow himself up at an Or-
thodox school in a 14th century
convent outside Moscow on Mon-
day, wounding ten children.

The attacker, an 18-year-old
former student of the school, sur-
vived. He was taken into intensive
care and had his leg amputated
after suffering injuries, authori-
ties said.

"The person who tried to com-
mit suicide is in intensive care,"
a representative of the Investiga-
tive Committee, Olga Vradiy, told
journalists.

Police and ambulances lined
the red-coloured medieval walls
of the convent, founded in 1360.

Russia has seen a rise in attacks
on schools in recent years but inci-
dents at religious premises are rare.

The interior ministry said the
teenager entered "the Orthodox
gymnasium next to the Vvedens-
kiy Vladychniy convent and blew
himself up."

The convent is in the city of Ser-
pukhov, 100 kilometres (60 miles)
south of Moscow.

Ten children were wounded,
said Ksenia Mishonova, the chil-
dren's rights ombudswoman for
the Moscow region.

"One teenager was hospital-
ised. The rest of the children are
in hospitals in the Moscow re-
gion," she said on Telegram.

"There is no threat to their
lives".

The Investigative Committee,
which probes major crimes, said
it opened a criminal case into at-
tempted murder and the illegal
handling of explosives.

Denis Ryabov, a pupil at the
school, said he was praying with
his classmates when the incident

took place.

"I smelt burning, the teacher said
there had been an explosion," he
said as he left the convent accom-
panied by his mother.

"A door was blown off. Some
children were crying."

The school has pupils from the
ages of 7 to 16.

Bullying reports

State news agency TASS, citing a
police source, said that the teenager
wanted the device to go off during
morning prayers, but it detonated
at the entrance to the school.

Authorities said they were
working to establish the motives
behind the attack.

The Interfax news agency said
the teenager could have wanted
to take revenge for being bullied
by nuns in the convent.

Vladimir Legoida, a Russian Or-
thodox Church spokesman, said
the church will provide assistance
to "all those affected.”

"Wherever such attacks take
place, they cause the same grief and
desire to prevent this from happen-
ing in the future,” he said in a state-
ment on messaging app Telegram.

Since President Vladimir Putin
first came to power in 2000, the
Russian church has extended its
clout on traditionally secular in-
stitutions such as schools, with
lessons on religion and clerics lob-
bying for conservative textbooks.

In September, a student killed
six people and wounded dozens
on a university campus in the
Urals city of Perm.

In May, a 19-year-old opened
fire in his old school in the central
city of Kazan, killing nine people.

In October 2018, another teen-
age gunman killed 20 people at a
Kerch technical college in Crimea,
the peninsula Russia annexed
from Ukraine in 2014.

] WHEREVER SUCH ATTACKS TAKE

place, they cause the same grief and desire to prevent
this from happening in the future," he said ina
statement on messaging app Telegram.

NEWS MAKERS

Agencies

Putin Says He Drove Cab After Soviet Fall

has said the collapse of the Soviet
Union spelled the end of "historical
Russia," revealing he drove a taxi to make
ends meet following the USSR's fall.
Putin, a former agent of the Soviet
Union's KGB security services, who has
previously lamented the USSR's fall, said
the disintegration three decades ago re-

Russian President Vladimir Putin

into ex-Soviet countries and Russia this
week demanded that Nato formally

mains a "tragedy" for "most citizens".

The comments, reported by state-
run news agency RIA Novosti Sunday,
were excerpts from an upcoming film
by broadcaster Channel One, dubbed
"Russia. Recent History".

"After all, what is the collapse of the So-
viet Union? This is the collapse of historical
Russia under the name of the Soviet Union,"
the Russian leader was cited as saying.

Aloyal servant of the Soviet Union, Pu-
tin was dismayed when it fell apart, once
calling the collapse "the greatest geopo-
litical disaster of the 20th century".

Putin is sensitive to the perceived ex-
pansion of Western military ambitions

scrap a 2008 decision to open its door
to Georgia and Ukraine.

The end of the Union brought with it
a period of intense economic instabil-
ity that plunged many into poverty, as
newly independent Russia transitioned
from communism to capitalism.

RIA-Novosti, reporting from excerpts
of the documentary, said Putin had re-
vealed that he worked occasionally as a
taxi driver to boost his income.

"Sometimes 1 had to earn extra
money," Putin said. "Il mean, earn extra
money by car, as a private driver. It's un-
pleasant to talk about to be honest but,
unfortunately, that was the case.”

services platform.

"The achievement of this target marks
the beginning of a new stage in Dubai's
journey to digitise life in all its aspects -
a journey rooted in innovation, creativity,
and a focus on the future," said Sheikh
Hamdan in a statement on Saturday.

"This accomplishment also reinforces
Dubai's status as a world-leading digital
capital and its status as a role model in de-
signing government operations and services
that enhance customer happiness,” he said.

The US, UK, Europe and Canada have
expressed plans to digitise government

Dubai 1st In World To Go 100% Paperless,
Prince Cites $350 Million Savings

DUBAI: Dubai has become the world's first
government to turn 100 per cent paper-
less, the Emirate's Crown Prince, Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, has announced, pointing at sav-
ings of 1.3 billion Dirham (USD 350 mil-
lion) and 14-million-man hours.

All internal, external transactions and
procedures in the Government of Dubai
are now 100 per cent digital and managed
from a comprehensive digital government

operation on a larger scale, which encom-
pass government procedures and citizen
identifications. However, sceptics have
argues its vulnerability to cyber attacks.

The Dubai Crown Prince said the gov-
ernment plans to implement advanced
strategies to create and enhance digital
life in Dubai over the next five decades.

"The new phase of Dubai's digital jour-
ney will enable and empower future gov-
ernments to meet the expectations of the
residents of a thriving smart city and pro-
vide them with renewed opportunities
for prosperity, sustainable development,
and happiness,” he said.- PTI

Agence France-Presse

Tesla's Elon Musk Named TIME
Magazine Person Of The Year

WASHINGTON: Time magazine on Mon-
day named Tesla founder and space en-
trepreneur Elon Musk as its person of
the year, capping a roller-coaster 2021
for the technology magnate.

brash
50-year-old with grand ambition over-

The

took space race rival and Amazon found-
er Jeff Bezos to become the world's rich-
est person this year.

In October his electric car company's
valuation soared above a trillion dollars,
and throughout the year his company
SpaceX has teamed up with US space
agency NASA to launch various missions
including smashing a rocket into an as-
teroid in a test run for redirecting any
future Earth-bound space rock.

"Person of the Year is a marker of
influence, and few individuals have
had more influence than @elonmusk
on life on Earth, and potentially life
off Earth too," tweeted Time editor-in-

South  African-born

chief Edward Felsenthal in announcing
the winner.

Musk has appeared ever-present in
American culture in recent years. He has
amassed 66 million Twitter followers and
guest-hosted the famed late-night com-
edy show Saturday Night Live in May.

He speaks ambitiously about his in-
terest in colonizing Mars, and plans or-
bital flights next year as part of SpaceX's
planned American return to the Moon.

And he is known to move markets
and the value of cryptocurrencies with
a single tweet.
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Where Is Much Touted
Change In J&K After Art-370

]

PRESS TRUST

OF INDIA

SRINAGAR: National Conference
(NC) vice-president Omar Abdul-
lah on Monday said the change
in Jammu and Kashmir as touted
by the government after the re-
vocation of the erstwhile state's
special status in August 2019
was not visible and the entire re-
gion remained on the edge .

Addressing a workers conven-
tion at TRC ground in the north
Kashmir's Kupwara district, the
former chief minister also said
people in J&K were in trouble and
desperate for good governance.

"The touted change is not vis-
ible on ground in J&K. The entire
region continues to remain on
edge. Ever increasing gap be-
tween administration and people
is the only discernible change on
ground,” he said.

Bureaucracy, on the other hand,
is busy changing stripes amongst
themselves leaving people to fend
for themselves, he further said.

The development was only vis-
ible on social media hashtags and
sponsored news , Abdullah said.

"Our state was split, our consti-
tution discarded, our legislative
council was abolished. The J&K
cadre of all-India services' offi-

Ap_rggation, Aks Omar |

- o i fae

cers was disbanded and merged
with the AGMUT cadre. All this
was done citing that Article 370 is
the root cause of all evils plaguing
the state.

The constitutional guarantees
were eroded and its abroga-
tion was made a perfect pretext
for rescinding our constitu-
tional status. All we are asking
is that where is the much touted
change?" he said.

The NC leader asked where
is the era of development, in-
vestment, job extravaganza and
inclusion that the people were
promised beckons us.

"A new dawn is arising, we
were told. Where is it?.. It was
said that whenever accountabil-
ity was sought local politicians
took shelter behind Article 370,"
he said.

Abdullah said people in J&K
were in "trouble" and desperate
for good governance.

Bureaucracy is out of touch with
people. Civil administration has
taken a direct hit as a consequence
of a new undemocratic project that
is in place in Jammu and Kashmir.
A change in the composition of the
civil services after disbanding J&K
cadre has only deepened the ad-
ministrative inertia in the region.

Tarigami Reaches Out To People
Of Jammu, Ladakh For Restoring
J&K's Special Status

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JAMMU: Reaching out to the peo-

ple of Jammu and Ladakh g

to join hands with them, | =
senior CPI(M) leader M Y |
Tarigami on Monday said
Kashmir-based People's | |
Alliance for Gupkar Dec-
laration (PAGD) is not a
monopoly of a selected |
few but a struggle to re- £
store the rights of the
citizens of the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Tarigami, who is also convener
and spokesperson of the PAGD
a coalition of six parties includ-
ing National Conference, PDP
and CPI(M) seeking restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir's special sta-
tus called for a dialogue among the
people to pull out the region from

the crisis situation in the aftermath
of August 5, 2019 development
with the abrogation of Article 370.
= "Leave the past behind
~ and let us have a dialogue
%, tomove forward together.
Why cannot the people
of Jammu, Kashmir and
' Ladakh come together
and listen to each other?
- We request all sections of
| society to come together

and play their role to pull
out the erstwhile state from the
crisis situation,” the CPI(M) leader
and former legislator told report-
ers here.

Claiming that there is no road-
map for Jammu and Kashmir with
the present dispensation, he said
the people need to prepare a road-
map which is only possible through
credible dialogue among them.

Misfire Injures Soldier In Kupwara

Agencies

SRINAGAR: An army man was
injured in an accidental fire in
Pharkiyan Gali in Kupwara, offi-
cials said on Monday afternoon.

They told GNS that Sepoy Gurpej

Admin

Singh, 24, of 6 Rashtriya Rifles was
injured after getting hit in his right
foot during post duty at 268 Infan-
try Brigade. The soldier, they said,
was taken to 168 Military Hospital
Drugmulla for treatment and is
however said to be stable. (GNs)

Chief Secretary Reviews
Functioning Of H&XME Department

'chance’ encounter.

SECURITY PERSONNEL leaving Rangreth area of city outskirts after killing two militants in a

(3 Abid Bhat/KO

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha, former

lah, Mehbooba Mufti and
several mainstream leaders
have condemned the Zewan
attack on J&K Armed Reserve
Police.

"Strongly condemn the
cowardly (militant) attack
on J&K Police bus in Srinagar.
My homage to our brave
martyred police person-
nel. We are committed to
ensure that perpetrators
are punished. My heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families,"” Sinha posted on
his official Twitter handle.

“Directed the concerned
authorities to provide best
possible treatment to the in-
jured. [ pray for their speedy
recovery. Our police and
security forces are deter-
mined to neutralize the evil
forces of terrorism," he said
in another Tweet.

National Conference

Chief Ministers Omar Abdul- |

LG, Politicians Condemn
AttackonPolice

(NC) Vice President and
former J&K chief minister,
Omar Abdullah in a tweet
condemned the attack and
conveyed condolences to the
bereaved families.

“Terrible news of a terror
attack on a police bus on
the outskirts of Srinagar.

[ unequivocally condemn
this attack while at the
same time send my heart-
felt condolences to the
families of the deceased
& prayers for the injured,”
Omar tweeted.

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president and former
chief minister, Mehbooba
Mufti in a tweet said that
the false narrative by
Government of India about
normalcy in Kashmir stands
exposed.

“Terribly sad to hear
about the Srinagar attack in
which two policemen were
killed. GOIs false narrative of
normalcy in Kashmir stands

. exposed yet there has been
i no course correction. My
i condolences to the be-

i former Kulgam legislator,

i policemen and said “we
' equally share their grief.”

reaved families,” Mehbooba
tweeted.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (JKPCC) condemned the
attack on a police vehicle
and expressed grief over the
loss of police personnel and
injuries to several others.

The security situation
has deteriorated to a large
extent, Spokesperson said,
adding that the government
must take measures to pre-
vent loss of lives.

CPI (M) senior leader and

Muhammad Yousuf Tarigami
also condemned the attack
and prayed for the speedy
recovery to the injured
policemen.

He also expressed solidar-
ity with the families of slain

J&K Ranks Second In India for
NCD Screening

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu & Kashmir
was adjudged as second best
in Non-Communicable Dis-
eases Screening in the country
for which an award was pre-
sented by Dr. Bharati Pravin
Pawar, Union Minister of State
for Health & Family Welfare to
Mission Director, NHM, J&K Ya-
sin M. Choudhary and his team
at a National level event held to
celebrate Universal Health Cov-
erage (UHC) Day at New Delhi.

On the occasion Sub Centre-
Health and Wellness Centre
Sheikhpora, Block Shangus,
Anantnag was also ranked the
best Health & Wellness Centre
and awarded.

Mission Director, NHM, J&K,
Yasin Choudhary said that un-

der Comprehensive Primary
Health Care the main focus is
on universalization of health
Care Services by providing af-
fordable acceptable and quality
Health Care Service at doorstep
of every citizen.

Non Communicable Diseases
being the common cause of
Death among 30 years Plus
Population, its early detection
and timely treatment is the
major focus under Ayushman
Bharat- Comprehensive Prima-
ry Health Care. In this regard
a special drive was launched
for NCD Screening and Well-
ness activities under Azadi-
KaAmritMahatsov from 16th
November to 11th December
2021, where all the Ayushman
Bharat Health & Wellness Cen-
tres actively screened 30-Plus

Population for Hypertension,
Diabetes, and three leading
Cancers (Oral, Breast & Cervi-
cal), he added.

A total of 3,09,541 persons
were screened for Hyper-
tension 2,94,592 for Diabe-
tes, 2,51,758 for Oral Cancer,
1,26,564 for Breast Cancer and
42,866 for Cervical Cancer dur-
ing the campaign.

The theme for UHC day this
year is "Leave No One's Health
Behind: Invest in health sys-
tems for all" The theme reso-
nates with resolve to ensure
that everyone in the country
should have access to quality
and affordable healthcare, clos-
er to their homes. The event
was organised by Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare in
partnership with USAID.

People feel Disempowered
in Absence of Elected
Govt: Bukhari

Agencies

RAJOURI: President, Apni Party,

Syed Mohammed Altaf Bukhari

demanded restoration
of statehood before
assembly polls in J&K
saying people are feel-
ing disempowered in
absence of an elected
Government.

Bukhari was ad-
dressing a public meet-
ing in Kotranka. He said
“We want to assure
the people of J&K that the Apni
Party will not allow any kind of
injustice with the people. The
fear about the change of their
status, apprehensions about de-
mographic change will not be al-
lowed to happen”.

He said Apni party came into
existence to protect the consti-
tutional rights of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

“We met the Prime Minister
and Union Home Minister and
got a promise from them that no
demographic change will hap-
pen in J&K. We got the protec-
tion of jobs and agricultural land
in J&K,” he said.

He said we believe that the
people’s rights should be pro-
tected constitutionally in J&K.

“Until the decision from the
Supreme Court on special status
comes, we consider the promises

made with us by the Govern-
ment of India as temporary relief
for the people of J&K.”
“Apni Party will always con-
L tinue to raise genuine
& demands of the people
. and work for the uplift-
ment of their standard
of life irrespective of re-
gional discrimination,”
he said.

He said that the peo-
ple have become dis-
empowered after the
snatching of statehood
of J&K and it should be restored as
early as possible before elections.

“We will try that the statehood
is restored soon and elections
are held for the empowerment
of the people so that people elect
their Government” he added.

He questioned the Govern-
ment claims about providing
employment. “The unemploy-
ment rate in J&K is more in
comparison to other Union Ter-
ritories or States. It is imperative
for the Government to focus on
providing employment to the
educated youth in J&K”.

The rally was also addressed
by Vice President, Apni PartyGh-
ulam Hassan Mir, Vice President,
ChoudharyZulfikar Ali, State Gen-
eral Secretary, Syed Asgar Ali,
State General Secretary, Vikram-
Malhotra, Provincial President,
Jammu, Manjit Singh and others.

CAT's Jammu, Srinagar Benches
To Provide Speedy Relief To
Govt Employees: MoS Singh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Hailing the high
disposal rate of the newly creat-
ed Central Administrative Tribu-
nal (CAT) benches of Jammu and
Srinagar, Union minister Jiten-
dra Singh on Monday said they
would provide speedy relief to
central government employees
on service matters.

While reviewing the function-
ing of these two benches along
with CAT Chairman Manjula Das,
the minister was glad to note that
in a span of just 15 days, more
than 100 cases were disposed of
by the Srinagar bench, while the
Jammu bench disposed of over
6,000 cases in over one year.

The Srinagar CAT Bench
was inaugurated by Singh last
month, while the Jammu bench
was inaugurated by him in June
last year, a statement issued by
the Personnel Ministry said.

The two CAT benches in Jam-
mu and Kashmir deal exclusively
with service matters of central
government employees, it said.

Singh said it is the only Union
Territory in the country to have
two CAT benches and this signi-
fies the impetus that the govern-
ment headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gives to Jammu
and Kashmir and the well-being
of its government officers and
staff so as to keep them a mo-
tivated force which would ulti-

‘India Needs Bold Prime Minister Who Can

mately accelerate the develop-
ment of the UT.

The minister said two bench-
es for J&K will go a long way in
not only reducing the burden of
various courts, but would also
provide to the persons covered
by the administrative tribunals,
speedy relief in respect of their
grievances and service matters,
the statement said.

It is worth highlighting that
both the buildings of CAT at
Jammu and Srinagar respective-
ly have been allotted by the UT
government, it said.

Singh said the jurisdiction of
Jammu bench of CAT extends
up to 10 districts of UT of J&K
and one district Leh from UT of
Ladakh, while the jurisdiction
of Srinagar bench extends up to
10 districts of UT of J&K and one
district Kargil from UT of Ladakh,
the statement said.

The people-friendly reforms
undertaken in the last seven
years have benefitted the entire
country, including the people of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh,
he said.

Singh said that more than 800
central laws, which were not
applicable to Jammu and Kash-
mir earlier, have been made ap-
plicable after August 5, 2019 for
the benefit of people of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh, so that
they can enjoy the same rights as
people in the rest of India.

Hold Everybody Together: Dr Farooq

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Retrieves
158-Kanal
Encroached
State Land

JAMMU: The district
authorities on Monday
retrieved 158-Kanal en-
croached State land during
an anti-encroachment drive,
here at village Shiba, Tehsil
Nagrota.

A team of Revenue of-
ficers/officials headed by
Tehsildar Nagrota/Dansal,
Dhruv Gupta and Police
team comprising SDPO
Nagrota and SHO Nagrota
retrieved the encroached
state land measuring 158
kanal worth Rs. 7.5 crore as
per the current stamp duty
rates with khasra no. 241.

The retrieved state land
also includes seven kanal
land proposed for develop-
ment of a playground of
Government Middle School
Shiba, which was handed
over to school authorities.

Similarly, during the drive
6 illegal structures raised
on the state land by the en-
croachers was also demol-
ished during the drive.

Asks to launch a campaign aiming left out
unimmunized children to achieve 100% coverage

JAMMU: The Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun
Kumar Mehta on Monday chaired a
meeting to review the functioning of the
Health & Medical Education Department
and took stock of the physical and finan-
cial targets achieved this financial year.

The Additional Chief Secretary,
Health & Medical Education Depart-
ment, Director, SKIMS, concerned HoDs,
Principals of all Medical Colleges and
other senior officers of the Department
attended the meeting.

At the outset, Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Health & Medical Education De-
partment gave a presentation drawing a
picture of the functioning of the Depart-
ment in general, and achievements under
various sectors in particular viz. Health
Institutions including Medical Colleges,
NHM, Emergency Covid-19 Response
Package (ECRP), National Ayush Mis-
sion, National Aids Control Programme,
healthcare infrastructure development
and other Centrally Sponsored Schemes.

While discussing ECRP, Chief Secre-
tary directed Principals of all Medical
Colleges and Director, Health Services
to ensure that the status report with
respect to medical equipment like
ventilators, beds etc. human resource,
oxygen plants, Liquid Medical Oxygen
is made available to the concerned au-
thorities within a day, so that any issue
identified, is addressed, or an alternate
arrangement is made in time, to cater to
any emergent situation.

explored Life of H D
Deve Gowda", the
former chief minister
of Jammu and Kash-
mir said India will
become strong only
when people of the
country are strong.
"India needs a f
bold prime minis-
ter, a prime minister who
can hold everybody together,
not divide (people) for poli-
tics, but hold India, Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh, anything (to-
gether). India doesn't need

One Day Workshop On Photography Held At IUST

Observer News Service

divisions, he said
while praising for-
mer prime minister
H D Deve Gowda's
term as the 12th
prime minister of
the country for his
approach towards

Jammu and Kash-
~ mir and its people.

Gowda was present at the
event.

"Tragedy is every election
has divided India and Indian
people," Abdullah said, won-
dering "when will the day

come when no longer will
we be divided because of
religion.

The NC leader said that he
is @ Muslim and has respect
for all other religions as much
as he has for his own religion.

"What is wrong with it?"
he asked, adding "but look at
the governance today, how
we are segregated into small
corners. And, then we want
to make a strong India .

India will "never" be strong
unless the people of India are
strong, Abdullah said.

NEW DELHI: India needs a
bold" prime minister who
can hold everybody together
-- be it Hindu, Muslim, Sikh,
or anybody -- not the one
who divides people just for
sake of politics, National
Conference president Farooq
Abdulah said on Monday in a
veiled attack on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.
Speaking at an event organ-
ised to unveil a book, titled
"Furrows in a Field: The Un-

The Chief Secretary observed that
Jammu & Kashmir has made significant
progress towards achieving 100% cover-
age in immunization of children as per
the National Immunization Schedule,
and asked the department to launch a
campaign reaching out to the people
with an aim to cover all left out children
within a period of 3-4 months. The
Chief Secretary further observed that
considering 94% of births in the Union
territory are institutional births, the de-
partment should explore to make the
immunization record of each child digi-
tally available, which can be extracted
to an application like DigiLocker.

With respect to the Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes, the Chief Secretary
asked the concerned Directors of Health
Services to ensure that the payments
under all schemes are made directly
into the Aadhar linked bank accounts
of the end beneficiaries timely, without
any delay and backlog if any, needs to
be immediately addressed. The Chief
Secretary directed the concerned to en-
sure 100% saturation of Golden Cards
under Universal Health Insurance.

While reviewing the status of the
new Medical Colleges, the Chief Secre-
tary directed that all Medical Colleges
must be made fully functional by end
March, 2022. He asked the Department
to ensure that any issue related to in-
frastructure, equipment or manpower
is addressed by that time.

for The New York Times as a
freelance photographer.
During the day-long work-
shop, noted photojournalist
Showkat Nanda besides train-
ing the journalism students
about the technical and aes-
thetic nuances of photog-
raphy, exposed them to the
cotemporary trends in the
field. During his introductory
speech, Showkat Nanda ad-
vised the students to aim for
becoming brilliant storytellers
through the medium of pho-
tography and look for mean-
ingful and human-interest
stories. Throughout the work-

shop, he persistently advised
the students to put their souls
into work while narrating
visual stories through their
photographs. “Visuals have a
deep significance in our daily
lives and a photojournalist
must adopt a humanistic ap-
proach towards narrating a
story through visuals to their
audience” He said.

“How you contextualize
your visual stories is very
important”, he added

While demonstrating the
need to be closer to the sub-
ject in news photography,
Nanda said, “We must always

strive to develop a personal
connection with the visual
story we are telling and if
you don’t know the subject in
your frame well enough, you
don’t have any right to cover
the subject at first place”

In the workshop which
continued for the whole day,
Nanda trained the students
about fundamental techni-
cal aspects of photography
which included composition,
framing and lighting. Besides,
the basic elements in photog-
raphy, the nuances visual lan-
guage were among the major
themes of the workshop.

AWANTIPORA: To continue
with its efforts for incul-
cating practical knowledge
within the students and
push for skill-based teach-
ing-learning mechanism, the
Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication
(DJMC), Islamic University
of Science and Technology
(IUST) on Monday held a
one-day Photography Work-
shop with award-winning
documentary photogra-
pher and educator, Showkat
Nanda, who presently works




Think

Opinion, Analysis, Essays

Send your write ups and feedback at

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Kasmvir OpservER®

Tuesday| 14-12-2021

06

KASHMIR

(OBSERVER

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of the
Kashmir Observer LLP

Published from: # 5- Boulevard, Srinagar-190001

Printed at: KT Press Pvt. Ltd, Rangreth Ind Area, Srinagar.
RNI Registration No: 69503/98

Postal Registration No-L/159/K0/SK/2014-16
Editor-in-Chief : Sajjad Haider

Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja

Switchboard: (0194) 2106304

Editorial: (0194) 2502327

Email editorial: editor@kashmirobserver.net

KO VIEW

Test For
Delimitation Is Now

meeting of the Delimitation Commission is sched-

uled for December 20 in New Delhi, the first since

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held an all-party

meeting earlier in June. According to media reports,

the Commission had completed its report and is
likely to share it with all the five associate members, including
three MPs from the NC and two MPs from the BJP.

Completion of the process of delimitation will be a signifi-
cant development considering that it is supposed to pave the
way for the restoration of statehood. During his recent visit to
J&K, the home minister Amit Shah said the delimitation will
be followed by Assembly elections, formation of the govern-
ment and the subsequent statehood. The delimitation com-
mission has already been in place for the last over a year.

It is not clear whether this statehood that would hopefully
come after delimitation and the election would be full or a
truncated one where the real power would vest with the gov-
ernor. Such an arrangement, according to mainstream J&K
politicians, would hardly be enough to make a redeeming dif-
ference to the existing state of affairs, as fundamentally there
won’t be much that would change on the ground.

The dilemma for Kashmir-based politicians is that they
can’t ever support the withdrawal of Article 370. Their poli-
tics and their relevance depend on this. But their demand
for the restoration of statehood has not resonated with
people. More so, after the centre has made it clear that the
statehood would be restored only after delimitation and the
elections. So, the only thing they are left to talk about is the
routine governance issues, but they aren’t doing even that.
One reason for this is that no party is ready to stick its neck
out and talk in an adversarial tone against the government,
which is the lifeblood of politics. Some newly floated par-
ties are more unlikely to do so as they are part of an alterna-
tive political and civil society structure that has been set up
to take place of the established structure.

The consequent political vacuum has thus needed filling.
But with a political representation that gave voice to the
aspirations and the grievances of the people and certainly
not with the one that is seen to represent New Delhi in
Kashmir. There is but little hope that these parties will be
allowed to publicly raise their issues with the intensity
that they were used to doing before the revocation of Ar-
ticle 370. They will have no option but to wait. As long as
the BJP government is in power in New Delhi, they won't
be able to engage in their old-style political activity. That's
a given. But much will also depend on the delimitation of
the seats and who will benefit from it.

OTHER OPINON

WHQO's Message

wo weeks after the South African medical authorities

alerted the world about the Omicron variant of SARS-

COV2, there’s no clarity about the magnitude of the

threat posed by the latest mutation to the pathogen.

While early reports indicate that the variant causes
mild infections, there are understandable fears about its trans-
missibility and potential to evade vaccines. Travel restrictions
have not stopped Omicron from dispersing in more than 50
countries. The WHO has criticised such restrictions but at the
same time, its officials have talked about the highly infectious
potential of the virus. Instead of exercising a calming influence,
the premier health body’s messaging on Omicron seems to have
added to the sense of uncertainty.

At different points in the past two weeks, WHO officials have given
statements that make joining the dots difficult. For instance, they
have said that Omicron could “change the course of the pandemic”,
and it could lead to vaccine hoarding. And, then revised their ini-
tial surmise about the transmissibility of the variant by saying that
the “exact impact of Omicron is still difficult” to ascertain. Much of
these discrepancies are, of course, because the science on Omicron
is an evolving one and the global health body is right in underlining
a safety-first approach, especially when it's about adopting the well-
known Covid protocols, including masking and observing physical
distance. However, the experience of the past two years shows that
unequivocal messaging is amongst the key essentials of managing
the social and economic fallouts of the pandemic. The new variant
has emerged at a time when the virus seems to be taking divergent
trajectories in different parts of the world. Hospitals in large parts
of the Western world are overburdened by the ravages of the Delta
variant, while the pathogen seems to be at a low ebb in India, where
schools and educational institutions are gradually beginning to re-
sume physical classes. At such a juncture, it is critical that global
health authorities carefully measure every statement against the
prevailing science. The message of caution should be delivered
while taking care to do nothing that might sound alarmist. It may
not always be possible to avoid discrepancies in statements. But a
careful explanation of the changed circumstances — the evolution
of the state of knowledge, for instance — would do much to reassure
people in a pandemic-weary world.

Since the SARS outbreak in the early years of this century, it
has been evident that the world requires an efficient alert sys-
tem when confronted with microbes that do not respect nation-
al boundaries. The WHO is the only agency equipped to take up
this challenge. It must improve its ways of messaging.

Indian Express

asier To Conquer Than To Rule

Parvez Karim Abbasi

ince the Taliban takeover of
Kabul, the Afghan economy
has been in free-fall.
There has been spiraling
inflation, acute cash short-
age, capital flight, and mass exodus
of skilled personnel and policymak-
ers. The annual $2 billion worth of
exports has all but dried up.

To further exacerbate matters, the
US administration has frozen $9.5 bil-
lion worth of Afghan forex reserves
and the IMF has suspended nearly
$500 million worth of assistance.

A humanitarian crisis is in the mak-
ing as per grim UNDP estimates, which
projects 97% of the Afghan population
to sink below the poverty line.

China, Pakistan, India, Iran, and
Russia have all promised or commit-
ted to provide emergency humani-
tarian assistance, but this is only a
stopgap measure.

Unfulfilled potential

Some experts believe that Afghani-
stan, due to its unique geo-spatial
location and $3 trillion worth of min-
eral reserves, can serve as a trans-
boundary energy conduit and trade
and connectivity hub.

There is also talk of China extend-
ing its $62 billion CPEC initiative up
north to link up with the Central
Asian republics of Uzbekistan, Tajiki-
stan, and Turkmenistan.

It is true that Afghanistan sits on
top of 2.2 billion tons of iron ore, 1.3
billion tons of marble, 183 million
tons of aluminium, 500 million tons
of limestone, 2,700kg of gold depos-
its, 58 million tons of copper, sizable
amount of hydro-carbon deposits,
and a reliable source of lapis lazuli,
emerald, and ruby.

There is also 1.4 million tons of rare
earth minerals such as lithium, ura-
nium, cerium, praseodymium and
neodymium, which have diverse us-
age in the green energy transition

Most of these mineral deposits are
found in places such as Badakshan,
Kandahar, Herat, Bamiyan, Nuristan,
and Helmand province.

It is not surprising that the Taliban,
prior to taking Kabul, earned about
$464 million from resource exploita-
tion, as it controlled 280 out of the
710 mining zones.

Not so fast

However, what is on paper often
does not translate into reality. The
experience of the Chinese mining
conglomerate, MCC is a case in point.

It had agreed to invest $2.8 bil-
lion in 2009 to mine copper in Mes
Aynak, in Logar province. The project
has stalled ever since, due to a variety
of reasons such as limited power, in-
adequate transportation infrastruc-
ture, poor connectivity, and endemic
political instability.

Three of the mountain ranges con-
verge in Afghanistan -- the Hindu
Kush, Pamir and Karakoram -- which
makes extraction of minerals prohib-
itively expensive.

Until there is adequate security
in Afghanistan and substantial in-
crease in price of construction and
rare earth metals and adequate in-
frastructure and connectivity facili-
tation, these resources will remain
largely untapped.

At least a decade or so is required
for extraction of resources to be
feasible.

Connectivity corridors

r

Taliban forces patrolling in front of the Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan on September 2, 2021 Reuters

Afghanistan is enviably located be-
tween South, West, and Central Asia.
It can serve as an energy and trade
and transit corridor and connect the
energy rich Central Asian states to
the rapidly emerging economies of
India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

ect -- a 500 kilo volt, 700km line, that
will transfer electricity from Turk-
menistan to Pakistan via Afghanistan.
Under the old agreement, Afghanistan
was supposed to earn $110 million as
transit fees and Kabul and Ashgabat
will build 13km of railway link to fa-

THEN, THERE IS INDIA, WHICHHAS

already invested $3 billion in Afghanistan and is

trying to cautiously mend fences with the Taliban
after backing the wrong horse in Kabul and being
blindsided by the precipitous American withdrawal.

A raft of initiatives had been taken to
leverage the geographical centrality of
Afghanistan. All of these projects are
in varying degrees of completion.

Foremost among them is the $10
billion TAPI project, which comprises
of constructing 1,800km of gas pipe-
line, starting from Galkynysh gas
field in Turkmenistan to Herat and
Kandahar in Afghanistan to Quetta
and Multan in Pakistan and ending in
Fazilka in the Indian Punjab.

The project was launched in 2016
and is expected to supply 33 billion
cubic meters of gas to Afghanistan,
Pakistan and India. 816km of this line
will pass through Afghanistan. Af-
ghanistan was supposed to earn $500
million in transit fees and net 5% of
the total gas supply.

The Taliban authorities have ex-
pressed their willingness to honor
the commitments of the outgoing
government and to restart remaining
construction work.

The Turkmen Foreign Minister, Rashid
Meredov had recently visited Kabul to
drum up support from the upper eche-
lons of Taliban leadership and Pakistan,
is also understandably keen for the TAPI
Project to continue, in order to address
its perennial energy crisis.

Along with this is the TAP 500 proj-
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cilitate energy connectivity. The proj-
ect was expected to be completed by
2022, prior to the Taliban takeover.

Furthermore, there is the CASA
1000 electricity corridor, which in-
cludes Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Af-
ghanistan, and Pakistan.

Then there is the lapis lazuli trade
and transport corridor, worth $2 bil-
lion and funded by the ADB, which
starts from western Herat and pro-
vides Afghanistan connectivity to
Europe through Turkmenistan, Azer-
baijan, Georgia, and Turkey.

Whether ADB will choose to continue
funding of this project, with the change
in regime in Kabul remains to be seen.

Talks about China extending its $62
billion in Afghanistan is also prema-
ture as it does not want to commit
substantial resources in an environ-
ment of heightened risk and lack of
security. China also is building a road
through the Wakan Corridor to try to
connect the restive province of Xin-
jiang with Gwadar port, thereby re-
ducing its maritime dependence on
the Malacca Straits.

This is why China is working in
tandem with Russia, Pakistan, and
Iran and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization to engage with the Tali-
ban and to prevent Afghanistan from

unraveling. It does not want to be
drawn in the Afghan quagmire like
the Soviets and the Americans.

Then, there is India, which has al-
ready invested $3 billion in Afghani-
stan and is trying to cautiously mend
fences with the Taliban after backing
the wrong horse in Kabul and being
blindsided by the precipitous Ameri-
can withdrawal.

The hard part

Two facts are glaringly obvious.

First, Afghanistan’s neighbours
and near neighbours have no choice
but to engage with the Taliban (as
possession is nine-tenths of the
law) if they want to prevent a refu-
gee crisis, rampant arms and drug
trafficking, and spillover of reli-
gious extremism and ethnic sepa-
ratism onto their own lands.

The second fact is that it is easier
to conquer Kabul than to rule Af-
ghanistan, replete with fractious
ethnic groups and violent sectar-
ian struggles and intervention from
without. The reemergence of ISIS-K
and splits within the Taliban lead-
ership and reactivation of the vari-
ous Tajik, Uzbek, Hazara and Ismaili
militant groups is a somber remind-
er of that historical pattern.

It all points to an inescapable conclu-
sion -- Afghanistan, will not be able to
reap its significant geo-economic po-
tential in the foreseeable future.

Views expressed in the articles are
the author's own and do not neces-
sarily represent the editorial stance

of Kashmir Observer

Mr Parvez Karim Abbasi is As-
sistant Professor at the Department
of Economics of East West Univer-
sity, Dhaka, Bangladesh. He can be
reached at parvez_abbasi@yahoo.
com. The article was originally pub-
lished by Dhaka Tribune
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Cabined Career Options

E career choices given to a
child by parents are cabined
into two options-medical and
non-medical. In Kashmir, as
stereotype dictates parents

either want their kids to become a doc-
tor or an engineer, other than these two
streams all the others are considered
inferior. There is growing subject chau-
vinism in homes and schools whereby,
the above-mentioned subjects are con-
sidered superior and other subjects are
chosen only if the kids are not consid-
ered very smart. Growing up, I wit-
nessed this stereotype very closely, my
friends who were passionate about “hu-
manities” were ridiculed by parents by
saying “why did we send you to DPS, if
you had to study arts”, in this amalgam
of superiority and ego, dreams are killed
and students have to suffer by studying
subjects they have no interest in.

No subject is superior or inferior,

be it commerce or non-medical, be it
medical or humanities, all the subjects
are placed at the same pedestal of im-
portance. The point worth discussing
is not about the superiority and inferi-
ority of subjects, but about the mind-
set and attitude of parents towards
choices made by their kids. Parents
and sometimes the family members
put their decisions over the choices
of their kids, these decisions often be-
ing demands coerce the students into
giving up their passion and interest,
resulting in eternal suffering in a hell
loop made by bad decisions.

Parents have paramount importance
in the professional growth and career
decisions of students. Undoubtedly,
parents wish to see their children pros-
perous and happy, and career choice is
one of the elements that impact their
happiness and success. Studies state
that when children feel supported and

loved by parents, they have greater
confidence in their abilities to explore
occupations and select one that ap-
pears interesting and exciting to them.
Choosing a career is a very significant
step of one's life, it needs to be taken
by keeping in mind the passion, inter-
est, and aspiration of an individual.
Parents can become stressed never-
theless, the decision taken by the child
should be given utmost importance.
Undue interference and coercion by
parents might make the future ter-
rifying and dark for the child. Future
professional ambitions of children
should not be dismissed by parents
as it will halt the process of explora-
tion. Encouragement should be given
to children to enquire and study about
their professional interests. It must be
realized by the parents that their role
is to facilitate the career journey of
their child by allowing them to make
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informed and smart choices about it.

We have had enough doctors and
engineers; our society is longing for
students from different career fields.
It is a famous myth that certain career
options have no scope in Kashmir, but
have we asked the question, why? Why
do numerous degrees have no scope in
Kashmir? This is because a very little
part of the population pursues degrees
in nonconventional and out-of-the-
line career paths, if this percentage in-
creases innumerable job opportunities
would be created. A career choice is to
be made after a self-assessment of an
individual, by analyzing skills or values
or interests, a career choice is not and
should not be dependent on the scope
of job in a particular area, parental or
societal influence.

Sama Zehra
sama.zehra20@nludelhi.ac.in
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HEREISNOREASONTOBELIEVE THAT CURRENT
Covid-19 treatment protocols and therapeutics would no longer be
effective, with the possible exception of monoclonal antibodies, for

which data on the omicron variant's susceptibility are not yet available

ANEW THREAT

HEALTH AND

OMICRON AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF COVID VACCINE

Fayaz Ahmad Paul

micron, the SARS-CoV-2 vari-

ant responsible for a cluster

of cases in South Africa and

that is now spreading around

the world and in India too,
is the most heavily mutated variant to
emerge so far and carries mutations sim-
ilar to changes seen in previous variants
of concern associated with enhanced
transmissibility and partial resistance
to vaccine induced immunity. On Nov
25, 2021, about 23 months since the first
reported case of Pandemics Covid-19
and after a global estimated 270 mil-
lion cases and 5-3 million deaths, a new
SARS-CoV-2 variant of concern, Omicron,
was reported. Omicron emerged in a Co-
vid-19 weary world in which anger and
frustration with the pandemic are rife
amid widespread negative impacts on
social, mental, and economic wellbeing.
Although previous variant of concern
emerged in a world in which natural
immunity from Covid-19 infections was
common, this fifth variant of concern has
emerged at a time when vaccine immu-
nity is increasing in the world.

The emergence of the alpha, beta, and
delta SARS-CoV-2 variant of concerns
were associated with new waves of infec-
tions, sometimes across the entire world.
For example, the increased transmissibil-
ity of the delta variant of concerns was
associated with, among others, a higher
viral load, longer duration of infectious-
ness, and high rates of reinfection, be-
cause of its ability to escape from natural
immunity, which resulted in the delta
variant of concerns rapidly becoming the
globally dominant variant. The delta
variant of concerns continues to drive
new waves of infection and remains the
dominant variant of concerns during the
fourth wave in many countries. Concerns
about lower vaccine efficacy because of
new variants have changed our under-
standing of the Pandemics-19 endgame,
disabusing the world of the notion that

Why Wearable F

Ben Singh

earable fitness trackers
will be on many shop-
ping lists this year, with
a vast range of devices
(and an ever-increasing
number of features) hitting the market
just in time for the festive season.
But what does the latest research say
about how effective they are?

Fitness trackers are trendy

Currently, many own one of these wear-
ables, and about a quarter use a mobile
app or website to monitor their activity
levels and health. And sales are predicted
to grow over the next five years.

The landscape of the market is fast
changing. For years, Fitbit and Garmin
were the market leaders. But many now
favour Apple watches (used by 43% of
people owning a wearable tracker) over
Fitbit (35%) and Samsung watches (16%)
over Garmin (13%).

So far fitness trackers have mostly been
taken up by younger people.

However, manufacturers are on a mis-
sion to change this, by adding features
that allow users to monitor not just their
fitness activity, but several other aspect
of their health.

For instance, recent wearable models
from all the leading manufacturers claim
to measure a host of medical metrics,
such as blood pressure, body fat levels,
the amount of oxygen in your blood, your
heart activity, and even identify when
you've taken a fall (with a feature that
lets you call for help).

Wearables get the basics right

measures like mask wearing, physical distancing,

EXISTING PUBLIC HEALTH prevention

and avoidance of enclosed spaces, outdoor
preference, and hand hygiene that have remained
effective against past variants should be just as effective
against the omicron variant.

global vaccination is by itself adequate
for controlling SARS-CoV-2 infection.

The first sequenced omicron case was
reported from Botswana on Nov 11, 2021,
and a few days later another sequenced
case was reported from Hong Kong in a
traveller from South Africa. The earliest
known case of omicron in South Africa
was a patient diagnosed with Covid-19
on Nov 9, 2021, although it is probable
that there were unidentified cases in sev-
eral countries across the world before.
Covid-19 cases are increasing rapidly in
the Gauteng province of South Africa; the
early doubling time in the fourth wave
is higher than that of the previous three
waves. The principal concerns about omi-
cron include whether it is more infectious
or severe than other variant of concerns
and whether it can circumvent vaccine
protection. Although immunological
and clinical data are not yet available to
provide definitive evidence, and can ex-

trapolate from what is known about the
mutations of omicron to provide pre-
liminary indications on transmissibility,
severity, and immune escape. Omicron
has some deletions and more than 30
mutations, For example 69-70del, T95],
N679K, and P681H overlap with those in
the alpha, beta, gamma, or delta variant
of concerns.

The effects of most of the remaining
omicron mutations are not known, result-
ing in a high level of uncertainty about
how the full combination of deletions
and mutations will affect viral behaviour
and susceptibility to natural and vaccine-
mediated immunity. The impact of omi-
cron on transmissibility is a concern. If the
overlapping omicron mutations maintain
their known effects, then higher transmis-
sibility is expected, particularly because
of the mutations near the furin cleavage
site. Various epidemiological evidence
suggests that cases are rising in South Af-

WELLNESS

on whether Covid-19 vaccines have consistently retained high
efficacy for each of the four variants of concerns preceding

‘ ‘ ALTHOUGH THERE ARE CONFLICTING REPORTS

omicron, clinical trials have reported lower efficacy for some
vaccines in transmission settings in which the beta variant is dominant

rica and that PCR tests with S-gene target
failure are also rising. Although omicron is
likely to be highly transmissible, it is not
yet clear whether it has greater transmis-
sibility than delta, although preliminary
indications suggest that it is spreading
rapidly against a backdrop of ongoing
delta-variant transmission and high levels
of natural immunity to the delta variant.
If this trend continues, omicron is antici-
pated to displace delta as the dominant
variant in South Africa.

In the absence of data on observa-
tional vaccine effectiveness and anti-
body-neutralisation studies on vaccine
sera, preliminary data from the national
PCR testing programme could provide
some clues. Data on positive PCR tests in
people with previous positive tests sug-
gest an increase in cases of reinfection
in South Africa. However, the increased
use of rapid antigen tests and incomplete
capturing of negative results have com-
plicated the interpretation of test positiv-
ity rates, which have risen to about four
times the previous rate in the past week.
Notwithstanding this limitation, the in-
crease in cases of reinfection is in keep-
ing with the immune-escape mutations
present in omicron.

Although there are conflicting reports
on whether Covid-19 vaccines have con-
sistently retained high efficacy for each
of the four variants of concerns preced-
ing omicron, clinical trials have reported
lower efficacy for some vaccines in trans-
mission settings in which the beta vari-
ant is dominant. Previous variants have
lowered vaccine efficacy; for example,
the ChAdOx1 vaccine was 70% effective
in preventing clinical infections for the
D614G variant in the UK, but this efficacy

Dial It Down

FIRSTLY, A
‘ ‘ MULTITUDE OF
studies have looked

at the accuracy of
wearable fitness trackers for
measurements related to physical
activity, including step counts,
heart rate and number of calories
burned. They show step counts
are generally highly accurate,
while heart rate and calories
burned are reasonably accurate

Firstly, a multitude of studies have
looked at the accuracy of wearable fit-
ness trackers for measurements re-
lated to physical activity, including step
counts, heart rate and number of calories
burned. They show step counts are gener-
ally highly accurate, while heart rate and
calories burned are reasonably accurate.

When study participants wear two dif-
ferent activity trackers at the same time,
the numbers of steps, minutes of activ-
ity and calories burned aren’t exactly the
same, but they are correlated. That is,
when one goes up so does the other, and
vice versa. This suggests they are general-
ly capturing the same information, albeit
with slightly different sensitivity.

Evidence for sleep tracking is a little
patchier. Wearables are pretty good at
detecting bed time, wake time and over-
all sleep duration. But estimates for more
technical metrics such as the “phases” of
sleep - such as REM sleep - don’t marry
with medical-grade measurements taken
by polysomnography.

Sometimes wearables go beyond the basics

In a 2019 Apple-sponsored study report-
ed in the New England Medical Journal,
419,297 participants without known atrial
fibrillation wore an Apple Watch. During
the study, 2,161 of them received an irregu-
lar pulse notification, of which 84% were
subsequently confirmed to have atrial fibril-
lation (an irregular and rapid heart beat).

This is a serious medical condition that
requires treatment to prevent stroke. The
ability to alert users of a potential undi-
agnosed cardiac condition seems highly
beneficial. Although, others have cau-
tioned the Apple Watch can also miss
cases of undiagnosed atrial fibrillation
- which emphasises the importance of
never relying on wearable metrics for
medical purposes.

Another study published in September
reaffirmed the Apple watch’s electrocar-
diogram feature can detect serious cardiac
irregularities. A similar study is currently
underway to evaluate Fitbit's electrocar-
diogram feature, but results aren’t out yet.

Building a more advanced tracker

g—

In terms of detecting falls (which would
be very useful for older individuals), sci-
entists are developing wrist-worn devic-
es that can accurately do this using accel-
erometer technology, which is the same
underlying technology already used by
wearables. So the technology is there,
but at this point it’s unclear whether the
promising lab results will translate to ac-
curacy in commercial wearables.

Meanwhile, the newest Samsung watch
claims to measure blood pressure and
body composition (such as fat mass, mus-
cle mass and bone mass). Body composi-
tion is measured using a method called
bioelectric impedance analysis.

When the user touches the watch with
their opposite hand, it passes a weak
electrical signal through the body and
back to the watch. The body composition
is then calculated using algorithms and
the manually entered body weight.

At this stage, there’s no data in the sci-
entific literature to support the accuracy
of these measurements, so we'd recom-
mend taking them with a pinch of salt.
Then again, only a few years ago the same

decreased to 10% for the beta variant in
South Africa. However, the efficacy of the
BNT162b2 vaccine in preventing clinical
infections was retained across both the
D614G and beta variants. Given that omi-
cron has a larger number of mutations
than previous variants of concerns, the
potential impact of omicron on the clini-
cal efficacy of Covid-19 vaccines for mild
infections is not clear.

Thus far, most Covid-19 vaccines have
remained effective in preventing severe
Covid-19, hospitalization, and death, for
all previous variants, because this effi-
cacy might be more dependent on T-cell
immune responses than antibodies. In
terms of diagnostics, the omicron variant
is detectable on widely used PCR plat-
forms in South Africa. There is no reason
to believe that current Covid-19 treat-
ment protocols and therapeutics would
no longer be effective, with the possible
exception of monoclonal antibodies, for
which data on the omicron variant's sus-
ceptibility are not yet available.

Importantly, existing public health pre-
vention measures like mask wearing,
physical distancing, and avoidance of
enclosed spaces, outdoor preference, and
hand hygiene that have remained effec-
tive against past variants should be just
as effective against the omicron variant.
Based on data from previous variants of
concerns, people who are vaccinated are
likely to have a much lower risk of se-
vere disease from omicron infection. A
combination prevention approach of vac-
cination and public health measures is
expected to remain an effective strategy.

The author is Assistant Professor Centre
of Excellence for Mental Health, Mumbai

itness Trackers Aren't As Useless As Some Make Them QOut To Be

criticism was made of electrocardiogram
measurements from wearables — and these
have subsequently shown to have merit.

Evidence says your effort will pay off

So that’s the run down on accuracy, but
do fitness trackers make a difference in
people’s lives?

Hundreds of studies have used wear-
able activity trackers to try to increase
physical activity in various general and
patient  populations. Meta-analyses
(which involve combining results of mul-
tiple studies) suggest the devices are ef-
fective in helping people become more
physically active and lose weight.

A meta-analysis of 35 studies in various
chronic disease populations suggested
users added around 2,100 additional steps
per day after they started using a wear-
able activity tracker. Other meta-analyses
have suggested weight loss in the order
of 1 to 1.5 kilograms, on average, over the
duration of the studies (with the duration
varying between studies).

And studies that look specifically at
step-tracking over long periods suggest
the benefits gained are still present (al-
though smaller) up to four years after the
device was first worn.

Accuracy and effectiveness aside, wear-
able users typically report being satisfied
with their devices. So if you happen to get
one in your Christmas stocking this year,
keep in mind it could help with those
New Year's fitness resolutions.

The authors are Research fellow, Uni-
versity of South Australia and Professor,
Medical Research Future Fund Emerg-
ing Leader, University of South Austra-
lia. The article is being reproduced by
arrangements with The Conversation
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Can Personality Traits
Improve Without Personal
Motivation? Study Investigates

Agencies

new study has found

that attempting to

improve someone's

emotional stability
without their commitment is
not likely to happen.

The research has been
published in the 'Journal of
Research in Personality'.

A growing body of stud-
ies suggested that personality
traits can be changed through
intervention. As a recent study
conducted by SMU psychology
professor Nathan Hudson noted,
personality traits are linked to
a wide range of life outcomes,
such as relationship quality and
occupation success.

The goal of his recent re-
search was to test two theories;
that successful personality
intervention may require that
the participants choose which
traits they change and that they
be actively invested in changing
the target traits.

He found that conscien-
tiousness - the ability to be
responsible, hard-working and
organized - could be improved
even if participants were not
motivated to change. Complet-
ing a series of tasks over a
regulated period was found to
change habits and therefore
improve conscientiousness.

But emotional stability
was a different matter: study
participants only got better at
handling difficult situations
if they chose to work on their
emotional stability. Otherwise,
tasks they were given over four
weeks proved to be ineffective.

"This provides promising
evidence that schools, compa-
nies, or other organizations
could ask people to make rela-
tively minor changes that could
help improve their lives by
making them more organized
and responsible over time,"
Hudson said.

"In contrast, it appears
that emotional stability might
require a bit more investment
from the people who partake in
an intervention," Hudson added.

Hudson stressed that this
research isn't about trying to
control people.

"The idea of personality
trait change - especially other

9

The idea of personality trait change - especially other
people trying to change an individual's personality - can sound

scary. But whether we recognize it or not, society is filled with
interventions designed to try to change our personality traits

people trying to change an indi-
vidual's personality - can sound
scary. But whether we recog-
nize it or not, society is filled
with interventions designed to
try to change our personality
traits," he said.

"For instance, elementary
school is a giant intervention
designed to help children become
more intelligent, yes, but also
kinder and more sociable, respon-
sible and hardworking," he said.

Previous research by Hud-
son and other psychologists had
shown that people who actively
worked to change aspects of
their personality were, in many
cases, successful in achieving
the results they desired.

But before now, it wasn't clear
if a person could have successful
results if they didn't choose which
personality trait they were looking
to change and weren't invested in
making that change.

Hudson conducted two sepa-
rate studies to answer that ques-
tion. Each lasted four months.

In the first, 175 college stu-
dents were randomly assigned
to change either conscientious-

ness or emotional stability.
They were then given their
choice of tasks to improve that
personality trait. For instance,
those who were selected to work
on being more conscientious
were given challenges like "or-
ganize and clean your desks" or
"make a list of tasks you would
like to complete."

The second trial had more
than 400 college students at
several universities choose
which trait they wanted to work
on. Yet, unbeknownst to them,
half of the participants were
randomly assigned to receive
challenges targeting a charac-
teristic that they didn't choose.

In both studies, the stu-
dents' personality traits were
measured before and after tasks
were assigned using the 44-item
Big Five Inventory test that is
standard among psychologists.

Hudson found that students
who completed more tasks for
conscientiousness-building
tasks saw an improvement,
even when they were not aware
of why they were assigned the
tasks. But for those who did not

choose to work on emotional
stability, the challenges were
entirely inert - or even made

that trait worse.

Hudson suspected that the
reason people must be motivat-
ed to change emotional stability
is that this trait dealt with nega-
tive emotions.

"For many people, it can be
difficult to 'just stop feeling an-
gry' or 'just stop being stressed,"
he said.

"My hunch is that indirect
strategies for changing some-
one's emotions, such as writing
in a journal or thinking about
positive things, can only really
work when people want to use
those techniques to change
their emotions," he added.

Conscientiousness, on
the other hand, can be easily
faked and increased over time
through mechanical acts, like
cleaning your room or using a
calendar.

"Motivation is largely irrel-
evant to interventions targeting
conscientiousness, as long as
participants adhere to the inter-
vention," Hudson concluded.

‘How You Speak Up At
Work Can Affect Whether
You Are Picked For Team’

Agencies

uggesting a creative idea or a

more efficient way to work can

help companies overcome chal-

lenges and meet goals. New re-
search shows more subtle and often
overlooked form of speaking up has a
big effect on the way work gets done and
how teams come together.

"What we say within a group, the
ideas we suggest and the way we sup-
port others signals something about who
we are to our coworkers. It can attract
people to us or repel them," said Melissa
Chamberlin, assistant professor of man-
agement and entrepreneurship at Iowa
State University, and co-author of a pa-
per recently published in the Journal of
Management.

In the paper, Chamberlin and her
research team demonstrate how two
different ways of communicating work-
related issues shape reputations and af-
fect the formation of teams to complete
short-term projects. They found people
who use a "supportive voice," which fu-
els trust and cooperation, have a higher
chance of being recruited to a team com-
pared to those who use a more task-ori-
ented "challenging voice."

Challenging voice pushes back
against the status quo and offers ideas
for improvement. While it has some
downsides, such as perceived criticism
or conflict, a challenging voice tends
to signal an employee's competence or
expertise. Chamberlin said managers,
especially in dynamic and fast-paced
industries, often value this communica-
tion behaviour as something that can
help teams complete tasks efficiently
and effectively.

"Supportive voice is still about
speaking up in the workplace, but it's
looking at what's going well in the group
or team. It might defend the status quo
by saying there's value in what the team
is already doing," said Chamberlin.

A supportive voice signals someone's
approachability and trustworthiness.
It fosters strong interpersonal relation-
ships, which Chamberlin said affects a
team's ability to communicate and coor-
dinate efforts in order to reach goals.

To understand the effects of the two
communication behaviours on team for-
mation, the researchers collected data

from a cohort of full-time, first-year Mas-
ter of Business Administration students
over a four-month period.

The students were periodically as-
signed to different teams to complete
projects and then asked to rate fel-
low team members' use of challenging
and supportive voice, quality of work,
reputation and trust. Near the end of
the study, students were allowed to as-
semble into teams without any direction

from the MBA office.

The study results revealed students
who ranked high on challenging voice
built a reputation for conducting high-
quality work, but students preferred to
work in teams with those who frequent-
ly used supportive voice. Chamberlin
said the results were surprising.

"Because challenging voice is the
predominant form of speaking up we en-
courage in classrooms and as managers,
we thought it was going to be a strong
driver of people selecting team members
later. But as it turns out, this more sup-
portive voice that helps establish rela-
tionships and a sense of trust amongst
individuals in the group was more im-
portant," Chamberlin said.

The researchers pointed out that hav-
ing both types of voice would be ideal, but
between the two, supportive voice was a
stronger driver of team formation.

Chamberlin said the paper's findings
could help employees realize the way
they speak up can have a strong effect on
informal teaming up at a later point and
help them move into leadership roles.

As for managers, Chamberlin said
the results could encourage them to foster
and provide space for a more supportive
voice by coaching this type of behaviour
and rewarding employees who speak up
supportively.

Study Finds
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new study by

the University

of Houston, ex-

amined whether
changes in children's fa-
cial expressions of emo-
tion after sleep restriction
predicted social problems
concurrently and/or over
time.

The research has
been published in the 'Af-
fective Science Journal'.

"Sleep problems in
children are routinely
linked with lower social
competence and more
problems in peer relation-
ships, but we really don't
understand what drives
these associations," re-
ported Alfano.

Based on findings from
some of her prior research,
Alfano hypothesized that
the answers might partly
lie in the ways children's
faces express emotions
when tired.

To test this theory, Al-
fano and colleagues exam-
ined 37 children between
the ages of 7and 11 during
two in-lab emotional as-
sessments; one when chil-
dren were well-rested and
another after two nights
of partial sleep restric-
tion. During these assess-
ments, children viewed
positive (think Kittens
and ice cream) and nega-
tive (think getting a
shot and ferocious dogs)
pictures on a computer

screen while a high-def-
inition camera recorded
their facial expressions.
Participants' parents
provided reports of their
child's social functioning
at that time and approxi-
mately two years later.
"As we suspected,
children who displayed

less positive facial expres- § | Name Father Name | Grad. | PG | Weighta | Weightage | Add. | Total | Rank | Eligibilicy
. . 1 _ No “%age | %%a | ge@%0% | @%0% on Points for | Score determine
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ant images when sleep- cligibllity | in Post - | Jualificat

i in grad. | grad.
reStrICted were Feported 1 Bilal Mohd 65.70 59.13 59.13 23 BA
to have more social prob- Magbool Mir | Magbool Mir

lems two years later, even
when controlling for ear-
lier social problems," said
Alfano.

Although concurrent
relationships between
sleep-based changes in
facial expressions and
social problems were not

found, 'Alfano suggested 5 | Name Father Name | Gra | PG Weighta | Weightage | Add. Total | Rank | Eligibility
that this may be due to No d. | %age | ge@90% | @90% on| Points for| Score determine
developmental differences g Sheibiit | post’ _| aualifcas
in social behaviour and {m in . e
peel:vrelatlonshlps. ) 1| Nahida Noor | Noor 6523 3 5871 71| 24 MA
For younger chil- Mohammad
dren, more explicit be- L
L X 2 | Mehnaz Abdul Qayoom 64.69 5822 5822 26 MA
haviours such as sharing Banu Parray

and taking turns may
be more important for
friendships than sub-
tle facial expressions.
However, emotional ex-
pression becomes more
important with age," ex-
plained Alfano.

"Facial expressions
not only provide others
with an understanding of
how you are feeling but
are known to have a con-
tagion effect on how oth-
ers feel," she said.
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Reference: - Notification No. 133-BOPEE of 2021 dated 26-11-2021.

Notification No: 145-BOPEE OF 2021

Dated: 11-12-2021

Consequent upon the receipt of shortfall from Composite Regional Centre, Srinagar,
after the last date of joining of candidates pursuant to Notification No: 133-BOPEE of 2021
dated: 26-11-2021, the candidate figuring below has been provisionally recommended for
admission to PG Diploma Course in Rehabilitation Psychology at CRC, Srinagar.

The above provisionally selected candidate is advised to report the Composite
Regional Center for admission upto 16® December 2021 along with all necessary documents
for verification and further scrutiny by the said Centre who shall allow him to join only on
production and verification of original requisite certificates including Domicile certificate of
the candidate.
In case the above mentioned candidate fails to take admission against this Notification,
a waiting list of the following candidates shall be operative for admission by the center: -

The candidates in the waiting list shall report to the college for admission on 17-12-2021at
10:30 A.M only. The Director of the center shall admit only one of these two candidates on
the basis of merit and complete the admission formalities in case any shortfall only on that

day.

The CRC shall forward list of admitted candidates along with shortfall, if any, to the BOPEE on

18th December, 2021 (upto 02: 00P.M) through e-mall.

E&OE

No. BOPEE/Exam-25/2021
Dated: l-12-2021.

(Dr. Sunil Gupta)
Controller of Examinations
J&K BOPEE

DIPK-NB-5811/21
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Subject: Provisi | Select List of eligible car
Entry) courses-2021 during Mop up Round of physical Counselling.
Reference: Notification No.142-BOPEE of 2021 dated 08-12-2021.

NOTIFICATION No: 146-BOPEE of 2021
DATED: 11-12-2021.

Pursuant to Notification No. 142-BOPEE of 2021 dated 08-12-2021, the Board
conducted 3™ round of up-gradation/ allotment (Mop-up) physical counselling of eligible candidates
who had applied for GNM (Lateral Entry) courses 2021 on 11-12-2021 at BOPEE Office, Srinagar/
Jammu simultaneously. The candidates who participated in the said counselling and have been
allotted seats as per their merit-cum preferences are hereby provisionally selected for admission to
GNM (Lateral Entry) Courses-2021 in various Colleges of Union Territory of J&K as per the Annexure
“A* to this notification which is available on website of the Board www.jkbopee.gov.in only. The
candidates are advised to report to their respective allotted Colleges/ Institutions w.e.f. 13-12-2021
to 20-12-2021 (03.00 PM) along with following documents/ certificates:-

Mark Cards of FMPHW/MMPHW/ANM.
Date of birth Certificate of 10" Class.
Domicile Certificate

Category Certificate, if any

Medical fitness certificate,

o Bole N

D ber-2021 positively.

It shall be sole responsibility of the colleges / Institutions concerned to ensure proper check
and verification of documents/ eligibility as per Indian Nursing Council (INC} guidelines before the
candidate is allowed for admission and in case of any discrepancy in the requisite documents the
same shall be reported to the Board for further course of action under rules.

In order to complete admission process within the prescribed cut-off date (20-12-2021) the
Colleges/ Institutions shall keep their admission counters open even on holidays/ off days and
designate Nodal Officers to facilitate the candidates to complete their admission process well in
time. However, the candidates should in their own interest avoid waiting for the last day to
complete admission formalities since delay has the potential of causing hardships to the candidates

only.
ilability of eligibl

Any other certificates/ document as required by the College Authorities.
The candidates are advised to report to the allotted Colleges/Institutions up to 20" of

Further, due to non

/Institutiuns against below mentioned categories, the Board, as provided under Proviso to Section
9(2) of J&K Reservation Act, 2004, converted 13 (thirteen) seats into Open Merit and filled up the
same amongst the available eligible OM category candidates. The details of 13 category seats
converted into OM are:- ALC:-04 seats, CDP:- 03 seats ,SP:-02 seats , JKPM:- 01 seat & PSP :- 03 seats.

The Heads of the Colleges/ Institutions are advised to furnish the shortfall, if any, to the

helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com
coejakbopee@gmail.com on 21" of December-2021 (upto 04.00 PM).

Board through e-mail at

Note:

1. The admission of the candidates is purely provisional and shall be cancelled in case any
information furnished by any candidate proves to be false/ fabricated, and action as
warranted under Law shall be initiated against such candidate(s).

2. The Concerned Colleges/institutions shall ensure that, any person with disability, if
selected in open merit or some reserved category, constitute a special Medical Board to
assess such candidates and make recommendations based on which colleges shall take
further necessary action. In case any such candidate does not fulfill the bench marks of
eligibility, he/she shall not be admitted to the course/ college and the matter shall be

reported to the BOPEE.

3. For fee / documents required for admission in the College/ Institute, the provisionally
selected candidates are advised to contact concerned College, Institute before the last

date of admission as fixed by Board.

4. The Heads of Institutions are advised to release the documents and fee deposited by the
candidates who have upgraded from one stream to other stream as per circular issued
by J&K Paramedical Council or upgraded and shifted from one Institute to other, without

any loss of time.

5. The other terms and conditions shall remain same as notified in e- Information
Brochure/ Notifications/ Notices issued by the Board from time to time.

E&OE
No: BOPEE/Exam-10/2021
Dated: 11-12-2021.

for admission to GNM (Lateral

reserved category candidates in the Govt.

/iakbopee@gmail.com/

(Dr. Sunil Gupta)
Controller of Examinations
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GI Tagging For
Kashmiri Carpets To

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Director Industries
and Commerce, Mahmood Ah-
mad Shah on Monday said that
department will launch GI tags
for the Kashmiri carpets soon
which will restore customers’
confidence, besides protecting
authenticity of artisans.

Shah said that the department
will be launching GI tagging for
Kashmir carpets within a week as
the stamp trial is under process,
according to news agency KNS.

He said that GI tags will re-
store customers’ confidence in
the authenticity of the carpet.
“In the past two years exports
of handicrafts have lessened so
the department has launched a
new scheme of 10% incentives
for exports in order to increase
export sale. 10% incentives will
be provided on the export sale
of Pashmina shawls and Kash-
miri carpets, by virtue of this
scheme and GI tags, the depart-
ment is hoping that export sales
will again be increased.”

Replying to a question about
Pashmina Shawls, Shah said
that the department has started
GI campaigning since last 6-7
months. “Earlier, 500 Pashmina
Shawls were given GI tags per
month which provided confi-
dence to customers that the pur-
chased commodity is authentic,
but in the last month due to
campaigning for GI tags, about
1500 Pashmina shawls were
given GI tags. Due to the promo-
tional campaigning, people now
are getting aware about the im-
portance of GI tags in protecting
a artisan.”

He said that the department
recently has blacklisted a handi-
craft dealer because the dealer
was selling machine made car-
pet in the price range of hand
made carpet. “I want to aware

Begin Soon: Dir I&C

people not to misbrand hand
made carpets. The department
will take strict action against the
defaulters,” he said.

Shah further said that the new
land allotment policy has been
started by the department and they
have taken applications of land
allotment through online portal.
“Over 2500 applications are from
Kashmir and according to our yard-
stick 40 marks investment would
be given per kanal of land and rest
40 marks are given for employment
generation and rest of the numbers
are also given for green, red and or-
ange areas.”

He said that additional numbers
are allotted for women entrepre-
neurs and ex-servicemen. “Based
on all these parameters, the depart-
ment scrutinises the projects. Earli-
er people complained of bias in the
first come first serve basis policy. So
the department has kept this policy
aside and according to our new in-
dustrial policy online portal system
has been made transparent for the
benefit of people,” he informed.

He said that the applications are
scrutinised on the basis of invest-
ment and employment parameters.

Shah said that the majority of
the land applications are from the
locals as they have done invest-
ments here and better understand
the working environment of Kash-
mir, and locals can easily tackle
difficulties which are being faced
in the Valley. “People are more in-
terested in manufacturing sector
and the department is trying to
promote green industries so that
natural environment could also be
preserved,” he said.

Shah said that the department
has got the UNESCO tag and they
are trying to design craft doors.

“The department is looking for
the areas where these designs can
be made and is trying to establish
a direct connection between the
people and artisan,” he said.

Committee On MSP To Be
Set Up '"Very Soon In Near
Future': Agri Secy

i
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A committee on
the minimum support price
(MSP) and other farm issues,
including the promotion of zero
budget natural farming, will be
set up "very soon in the near fu-
ture”, Agriculture Secretary San-
jay Agrawal said on Monday.

"The Prime Minister has an-
nounced this. It has to be taken on
a mission mode and the zero budget
natural farming also. Very soon in
near future, it (the committee) will
be set up," Agrawal told the media
here. Agrawal was briefing about a
three-day national event with fo-
cus on natural farming to be held
at Anand, Gujarat, from December
14. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to address virtually the
valedictory function on December
16. Gujarat Chief Secretary Pankaj
Kumar was also present virtually
during the press conference.

Asked what aspects of natural farm-
ing and if the outcome of the national
event will be discussed in the pro-
posed committee to be set up soon,
the secretary said that the contours of
the panel has not yet been decided.

Modi on November 19 while an-

nouncing repeal of the three con-
troversial farm laws, which had trig-
gered a massive farmer protest at
Delhi borders, had also said the gov-
ernment will set up a committee to
make MSP more effective and trans-
parent as well as suggest ways to
promote zero budget natural farm-
ing. Thousands of farmers, especially
from Punjab, Haryana and western
Uttar Pradesh had staged relentless
protests at Delhi borders against
these three laws for over a year.

The three farm laws were repealed
in Parliament on November 29 but
the stalemate continued as farmers
sought government assurance on
their other demands such as legal
guarantee on MSP, compensation to
families of farmers who died during
the movement and withdrawal of
cases against them.

‘J&K Saw Highest-Ever

Tourist

S e g

Tourism Deptt to
promote tourism
cooperatives for

boosting tourism

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Chief Secretary,
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta Monday
chaired a meeting to review
various activities being under-
taken by the Tourism Depart-
ment to highlight and promote
new tourist destinations in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Principal Secretary, Public
Works (R&B) Department, Ad-
ministrative Secretary, Tourism
Department along with MD, JK-
TDC, Directors Tourism Jammu
and Kashmir, Director, Culture
Department, and concerned
officers of the Department par-
ticipated in the meeting.

It was informed that the
tourism in Jammu and Kashmir
has crossed the mark of high-
est tourist footfall in November
when 1,27,605 tourists visited
the Union territory in a single
month. Moreover, to attract lo-
cal and foreign tourists to the
UT, the Tourism Department is
organizing various roadshows
across major cities of the coun-
try and raising awareness on
the tourism-related events,
activities, and destinations in
Jammu and Kashmir. These
cities include Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad, New
Delhi, Pune, Hyderabad, and
Lucknow.

It was further informed that
as a part of Azadi ka Amrit Mo-
hatsav, the Department orga-
nized an iconic week celebra-
tion in the last week of October
2021, which included perfor-

Footfall In November’

mances on Hafiz Nagma, Ka-
lam-e-Khusroo, Kalam-e-Baba
Fareed, Qawwali, Baul Sufi folk,
Darvish Sufi dance, and Haziri
Kathak, besides literary semi-
nar on Sufism and exhibition of
local arts, calligraphy, Sufi tra-
ditions, and houseboat festival.

To celebrate 75 years of In-
dependence, the Department is
organizing 75 tourism festivals
to promote 75 off-beat destina-
tions. These destinations will
be developed with proper in-
frastructure and requisite facil-
ities to tap their tourism poten-
tial in collaboration with locals,
youth clubs, and Panchayati Raj
Institutions. The festivals orga-
nized so far are- Gurez festival,
Monsoon festival, Patnitop &
Kashmir, Lolab festival, Wular
festival, Aharbal festival, Tosa-
maidan festival, and Verinag
festival.

The Chief Secretary asked
the Tourism Department to
promote 75 new tourist places
by developing comprehensive
facilities in an integrated man-
ner having adequate provisions
of recreational activities, eater-
ies, and restrooms.

Dr. Mehta asked the Depart-
ment to preserve, restore, and
promote the cultural and ar-
chitectural heritage of Jammu
and Kashmir. He advised the
Department to raise awareness
about these places by organiz-
ing dedicated travel, trekking-
expeditions, mountain bike
adventures, and stays around
the identified sites. He advised
the Department to promote
tourism cooperatives for com-
prehensive tourism develop-
ment through collective efforts
of locals, youth, PRIs through
Department-sponsored train-
ing, capacity-building, and

handholding.

In the winter months, the
Department will further orga-
nize the Jammu festival, white
water rafting championship,
Christmas carnival, Winter
Carnival, Gulmarg snow festi-
val, Lohri festival, Mata Vaishno
Devi Sangeet Sammelan, and
several others, as a part of its
calendar of activities under the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

The Department celebrated
International Mountain Day
on 11th December under the
theme ‘Sustainable Mountain
Tourism’ through several activ-
ities including a painting com-
petition and exhibition, wall
climbing event at Nowgam,
Mountain biking expedition,
and inauguration of Paraglid-
ing season.

The Chief Secretary asked
the Department to actively
promote wall and rock climb-
ing sport throughout the Union
territory, as there exists a huge
potential on this account. He
impressed upon the Depart-
ment to strive for observing
the most vibrant winter sea-
son this year with a special fo-
cus on the local and domestic
tourists, now that the National
Highway to the Kashmir valley
has been upgraded

To promote rural tourism, it
was informed that specific ac-
tivities will be organized along
the identified rural circuits
across Jammu and Kashmir,
including Hokersar-Parihaspo-
ra-Gohan in Gulmarg, Wader-
bala, Nowgam Mawar- Lolab in
Kupwara, Chari-Sharief-Doo-
dhpathri-Yousmarg in Budgam
Saderkoot Payeen- Watlab in
Bandipora and, Bani- Basohli-
Sarthal and Billawar Duggan in
Kathua, among others.

Banks Urge Unions To Withdraw
Two-Day Nationwide Strike

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Public sector
banks including State Bank of
India (SBI) on Monday urged
unions to reconsider their deci-
sion to go on a two-day nation-
wide strike, and invited them
for further discussions.

Bank unions wunder the
United Forum of Bank Unions
(UFBU) umbrella have called a
strike on December 16 and 17
against the proposed public
sector bank privatisation. In
the Budget 2021-22, the gov-
ernment had announced its
intent to take up the privatisa-
tion of two public sector banks
(PSBs).

The country's largest lender
SBI in a tweet urged its staff
members to reconsider their
decision and refrain from par-
ticipating in strike.

"Furthermore, considering
the ongoing pandemic situa-
tion, resorting to a strike will
cause great inconvenience to
the stakeholders,” the tweet
said.

Canara Bank in a tweet said
the bank has called a meeting
with the relevant stakehold-
ers on December 14 to discuss
various issues.

"To ensure seamless services

to our customers, we have in-
vited the leaders of majority
associations/ unions for discus-
sions and appealed to them for
withdrawal of proposed strike
call, given on December 16 and
17, 2021," Indian Bank said in a
tweet.

UCO Bank makes a humble
request to its bank unions to
call off the nationwide bank
strike in the interest of its es-
teemed customers, the Kolka-
ta-based lender said in a tweet.

Central Bank of India asked
the unions to advise its mem-
bers to channelise maximum
efforts towards excelling their
performance for the overall
growth of the bank.

"This quarter ending Decem-
ber 2021 is crucial for our bank
growth and sincere effort are
to be made by all centralities
to come out of this alarming
situation and exit PCA (prompt

corrective action) at the earli-
est,” it said in a letter to both
employees and officer union.

Management of banks and
the Indian Banks' Associa-
tion are reaching out to UFBU
for addressing their demands
and concerns and arriving at
an amicable solution, Bank of
India said in a tweet assuring
employees.

Members of UFBU include All
India Bank Employees Associa-
tion (AIBEA), All India Bank Of-
ficers' Confederation (AIBOC),
National Confederation of Bank
Employees (NCBE), All India
Bank Officers’ Association (Al-
BOA) and Bank Employees Con-
federation of India (BEFI).

Others are Indian National
Bank Employees Federation
(INBEF), Indian National Bank
Officers Congress (INBOC),
National Organisation of Bank
Workers (NOBW) and National
Organisation of Bank Officers
(NOBO).

PNB appealed to its staff and
officers unions to withdraw
their proposed strike.

Earlier in the day, the finance
minister in a reply to the Lok
Sabha said the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Privatisation is yet to
be decided two candidates for
privatisation.

Retail Inflation Inches
Up To Three-Month High

Of 4.91

{5

NEW DELHI: Retail inflation
inched up to a three-month high
of 4.91 per cent in November,
mainly due to an uptick in food
prices, government data showed
on Monday.

The Consumer Price Index
(CPI) based inflation, however,
remained within the comfort
zone of the Reserve Bank of In-
dia. The government has man-
dated the central bank to keep
the inflation at 4 per cent (+/- 2
per cent).

The annual CPI inflation was
448 per cent in October 2021
and 6.93 per cent in November
2020. It had eased from 5.3 per
cent in August to 4.35 per cent in
September and then moved up
to 4.48 per cent in October.

As per the data released by the
National Statistical Office (NSO),
inflation in vegetables segment
was negative on a yearly basis.
However, it was on the higher
side as compared to the preced-
ing month.

The rate of price rise in the
‘oils and fat' segment was 29.67
per cent year-on-year. The infla-
tion was, however, lower in No-
vember over October.

On the other hand, inflation
in the fruit basket was higher in
November over the preceding
month.

Overall, inflation in the food
basket was 1.87 per cent in No-
vember compared to 0.85 per
cent a month earlier. However, it
was significantly down from 9.5
per cent in November 2020.

With the Centre and state
governments reducing taxes on

% In November

petrol and diesel, inflation in the
'fuel and light' segment was low
on a sequential basis.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
ICRA, said the recent correction
in prices of many food items
other than tomatoes, has pro-
vided relief for the inflation
trajectory, especially given the
unfavourable base effects that
lie ahead.

"In our assessment, as long as
the CPI inflation remains within
the target of 2-6 per cent, the
Monetary Policy Committee
and RBI will prefer to prioritise
growth, and maintain policy
support to impart durability and
sustainability to the recovery,”
she said.

Morup Namgail, Head-Agri-
tech, IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Ltd
said the comforting feature for
the common man is the declin-
ing prices of vegetables on an
annual basis, which to a large
extent can be attributed to sea-
sonal factors and decline in
transport cost on account of re-
duction in prices of petrol and
diesel.

The Reserve Bank, which
mainly factors in the retail in-
flation while arriving at its bi-
monthly monetary policy, has
been tasked by the government
to keep the inflation at 4 per
cent with margin of 2 per cent
on either side.

The RBI had last week said
over the rest of the year, infla-
tion prints are likely to be some-
what higher as base effects turn
adverse. However, it is expected
that headline inflation will peak
in the fourth quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal and soften thereafter.

As Many As 41,177 Posts
Vacant At Public Sector

Banks: Govt

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As many as 41,177
positions or 5 per cent of the
total sanctioned posts at public
sector banks were vacant as on
December 1, Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Monday.

There are more than 8,05,986
sanctioned positions at Public
Sector Banks (PSBs). Among the
banks, State Bank of India (SBI)
had the maximum number of
vacant posts at 8,544, according
to official data.

To a query in the Lok Sabha
on whether the government is
aware of the fact that there is a
huge shortage of staff in the PSBs
due to which they are unable to
perform their duties properly, the
minister replied in the negative.

Citing inputs received from
the PSBs, the minister said that
as on December 1, this year,
95 per cent staff is in position
against the sanctioned staff
strength, adding that the small
proportion of vacancies is sub-
stantially attributable to attri-
tion on account of superannua-
tion and other usual factors.

"As on 1.12.2021, there are
8,05,986 sanctioned posts and
41,177 vacant posts in Public
Sector Banks," Sitharaman said
in a written reply.

The posts are spread across
three categories -- officer, clerk

and sub-staff. There are 12 PSBs.

While SBI had 8,544 vacant
posts, the number for Punjab
National Bank was at 6,743. The
Central Bank of India had 6,295
vacant positions, followed by In-
dian Overseas Bank at 5,112 and
Bank of India at 4,848.

At SBI, there were 3,423 va-
cant posts for officers and 5,121
vacancies at the clerk level.

Sitharaman also said that no
post/vacancy has been abolished
during the last six years in the
PSBs, except one post in Punjab
& Sind Bank in 2016.

Banks undertake staff recruit-
ment to fill vacancies on an on-
going basis as per their require-
ment, she added.

Other PSBs are Bank of Baroda,
Bank of Maharashtra, Canara
Bank, Indian Bank, Punjab & Sind
Bank, UCO Bank and Union Bank
of India, as per the data.

Before the start of the Ques-
tion Hour, the Lok Sabha paid
tributes to nine people, including
eight security personnel, who
died when terrorists attacked
Parliament in 2001.

SHORT TAKES

Cabinet Committee On
Privatisation Yet To Take
Decision On Two Banks: FM

NEW DELHI: Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Monday said the cabinet committee on ‘
privatisation is yet to take a decision with regard
to divesting two public sector banks. The govern-
ment had in Budget 2021-22 announced its in- ‘
tent to take up privatisation of two public sector
banks (PSBs) during the year and approval of a ‘
policy of strategic disinvestment of public sector
enterprises, she said in the Lok Sabha. "Consider-
ation of various issues related to disinvestment, ‘
which inter alia, include selection of the bank(s)
is entrusted to the Cabinet committee desig- ‘
nated for this purpose. Decision by the Cabinet
committee concerned for privatisation of PSBs ‘

has not been taken in this regard," she said. (p11)

' Centre Urged To Reduce Tax
. Burden On LLPs, Proprietary
Firms, Individvals

KOLKATA: Engineering Export Promotion Council
(EEPC) of India has urged the Centre to extend low- ‘
er corporate tax benefit to Limited Liability Part-
nerships (LLPs) and proprietary firms as it would
make funds available with MSMEs and boost pri- ‘
vate investment cycle. A body of direct tax profes-
sionals also sought for reduction of tax burden on ‘
individuals and requested the government to raise
the income tax exemption limit at Rs 2.5 lakh to
Rs 4 lakh per annum in the upcoming budget for ‘
2022-23 fiscal. EEPC India Chairman Mahesh De-
sai claimed around 84 per cent of small businesses ‘
are being denied the benefit of lower corporate
tax which was aimed at providing industrial units ‘
with more investible surplus. (p11)

' Gold Advances Rs 62;
| Silver Rises By Rs 195

NEW DELHI: Gold prices rose by Rs 62 to Rs
‘ 47,262 per 10 gram in the national capital ‘
on Monday in line with recovery in the pre-
cious metal in global markets, according to ‘
HDFC Securities. In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs 47,200 per 10
gram. Silver also moved higher by Rs 195 to ‘
Rs 60,122 per kg from Rs 59,927 per kg in
the previous trade.

In the international market, gold was
trading higher at USD 1,786 per ounce and
silver was flat at USD 22.23 per ounce. ‘

"Gold prices traded up with spot gold
prices at COMEX trading 0.15 per cent up |
at USD 1,786 per ounce on Monday," ac-
cording to HDFC Securities, Senior Analyst ‘
(Commodities), Tapan Patel. (pT)

| Sensex Tumbles 503 Pts
. Amid Mixed Global Cues

Equity benchmarks reversed
early gains to close deep in the red on Mon- ‘
day, pressured by hectic selling in mar-
ket heavyweights Reliance Industries and ‘
HDFC twins amid a mixed trend overseas.
Investors adopted a cautious approach
ahead of inflation data and a slew of central ‘
bank meetings this week, experts said.
‘ Sliding for the second straight session, ‘
the 30-share BSE Sensex closed 503.25
points or 0.86 per cent lower at 58,283.42.
Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty fell ‘
143.05 points or 0.82 per cent to 17,368.25.
Bajaj Finance was the top loser in the ‘
Sensex pack, shedding 3.10 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finserv, Reliance Industries, ‘
M&M, Nestle India, SBI and HDFC. (p11)

MUMBAI:

' Rupee Unchanged At
| 75.78 Against US Dollar

MUMBAI: The Indian rupee gave up its
early gains to settle unchanged at 75.78
against the US dollar on Monday as sell-offs
in domestic equities and firming crude oil
prices weighed on forex market sentiment.

At the interbank foreign exchange market, the
local currency opened on a strong note at 75.64
and traded between a high of 75.63 and a low
of 75.78 against the US dollar in a highly volatile
trading session. The local unit finally settled at
75.78 a dollar.

"Dollar bulls, broadly, remain in control as
rupee consolidated near 75.80 and dollar index
near 96. Rupee erased most of early morning
gains along with domestic equities ahead of re-
tail inflation data,” said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities. (PT1)
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SC Acquits Bank Official Accused In Fraudulent
Withdrawal Of Rs 10 Lakh, Raps CBI For 'Casual’ Probe

AGENCEIS

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday made
strong observations against
the CBI over its probe into al-
leged fraudulent withdrawal
of Rs 10 lakh from a Grameena
Bank branch in 1994-95 and
acquitted the accused branch
manager, saying the agency
"either adopted a casual and
callous approach or there was
some hidden pressure to de-
rail a fair investigation".

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices Surya Kant and
Hima Kohli allowed the ap-
peal of branch manager N
Raghavender against the 2009
verdict of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court.

The high court had dis-
missed the criminal ap-
peal against the 2002 judg-
ment of the special CBI
judge, Hyderabad holding
Raghavender guilty of cheat-
ing and various other offences
and sentenced him to a five
years of jail term. Two other
accused, however, were ac-
quitted of all the charges.

"We face no difficulty in
holding that the prosecu-
tion has failed to prove the
charges under Sections 409
(criminal breach of trust), 420

(cheating) and 477A (falsifica-
tion of accounts) IPC against
the Appellant beyond reason-
able doubt. As a necessary
corollary thereto, his convic-
tion under Section 13(2) read
with Section 13(1)(d) of the
PC Act can also not be sus-
tained, the verdict, penned by
Justice Surya Kant, said.

The apex court, while ac-
quitting the branch manager,
said the benefit of doubt was
being extended to him on ac-
count of a "thin margin be-
tween strong suspicion and
conclusive proof" and hence,
he will not be entitled to ini-
tiate a second round of litiga-
tion to seek relief like rein-
statement or to claim other
service benefits from the
bank.

In the 48-page judgment, it
rapped the CBI for poor probe
leading to the acquittal of the
accused.

"We are also constrained to
observe that in this case the
CBI has either adopted a ca-
sual and callous approach or
there was some hidden pres-
sure to derail a fair investiga-
tion. The resultant effect is
that though there is a strong
suspicion of criminal breach
of trust, cheating and/or fab-
rication of the bank records
against the appellant, but

such suspicion falls short of a
conclusive proof to hold him
guilty of the criminal charges.

"The best evidence hav-
ing been withheld by the
prosecution, the benefit of
doubt must be extended to
the Appellant, for no con-
viction can be sustained on
the basis of conjectures and
surmises. Non-production of
the records of the bank also
adversely comments on the
fairness and independence of
the investigation conducted
in the instant case, it said.

Sparing the accused from
criminal case, the bench, how-
ever, said that it has already
held that the appellant was
deemed to be guilty of gross
departmental misconduct
for which the punishment of
dismissal from service has
been adequately awarded.

It requires no repetition
that standard of proof to es-
tablish a misconduct in a
domestic enquiry i.e. even
preponderance of evidence, is
drastically different to those
of proving a criminal charge'
beyond any reasonable doubt.
The appeal is accordingly dis-
posed of in the above terms.
Bail bonds, if any, furnished
by the Appellant stand dis-
charged, it said.

Three accused, including

two who were employed with
Sri Rama Grameena Bank,
Nizamabad, had conspired in
1994-95 to cheat the bank.

The employee of the bank
allegedly allowed withdraw-
als of Rs 10 lakh in a cur-
rent account of one Nishita
Educational Academy,
Nizamabad without having
sufficient funds, in pursuance
of the agreement, the CBI had
alleged.

Raghavender had worked
as the branch manager in the
bank and Sandhya Rani, the
accused number 2, was work-
ing as a clerk-cum-cashier
there from 1991-1996, the
agency had said, adding Vinay
Kumar was the third accused
and was the treasurer of
Nishita Educational Academy.

Two accused were acquit-
ted by the courts below and
the branch manager was al-
lowed to walk free by the top
court.

The apex court, in the ver-
dict, said, First, no financial
loss was caused to the bank.
Second, the record before us
does not indicate that any pe-
cuniary loss was caused to B
Satyajit Reddy or to any other
customer of the bank. Third,
the material before us does
not disclose any conspiracy
between the accused persons.

In the absence of any reliable
evidence that could unfold a
prior meeting of minds, the
High Court erred in holding
that appellant and other ac-
cused orchestrated the trans-
actions in question to extend
an undue benefit to Accused
No.3."

The verdict dealt with the
ingredients of various offenc-
es alleged to have been com-
mitted by the accused.

Section 409 IPC pertains to
criminal breach of trust by a
public servant or a banker, in
respect of the property en-
trusted to him. The onus is
on the prosecution to prove
that the accused, a public
servant or a banker was en-
trusted with the property
which he is duly bound to
account for and that he has
committed criminal breach
of trust..., it said.

There is no doubt that the
accused branch manager
had the sole authority to is-
sue and pass the "three loose
cheques"”, but no evidence has
been led that it was an illegal
practice, it said, adding, We
are of the considered opin-
ion that the Prosecution has
failed to establish the charge
of criminal breach of trust
against the Appellant beyond
areasonable doubt.” PTI

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD: The US made mis-
takes in Afghanistan and Pakistan
was blamed for America's failures
and not given credit for the sacri-
fices it made in the global war on
terror, Prime Minister Imran Khan
said on Monday.

Addressing the opening ses-
sion of the Margalla Dialogue 2021
seminar in Islamabad, organised
by the Islamabad Policy Research
Institute (IPRI) think-tank, Khan
said Pakistan faced the biggest col-
lateral damage in the Afghan war.

"Pakistan was held responsible
for the shortcomings of the United
States," he said.

Pakistan faced the biggest collat-
eral damage in the Afghan war as it
was the only US ally that suffered
more than 80,000 casualties, dis-
placement of millions of people and
over 100 billion dollars economic
losses, Khan said.

Khan said Pakistan was blamed
for the wrong reasons by the inter-
national community, whereas it re-
mained silent on the Kashmir issue.
He regretted that Pakistan was not
able to effectively present its point
of view before the world.

Noting that only military pow-
er was not a guarantee for na-
tional security, which was an

Pak Held Responsible
For US' Shortcomings In
Afghanistan: PM Imran

all-encompassing concept, Khan as-
serted that, You can't have national
security until there is inclusive
growth.

Unequal distribution of resources
leads to anarchy among the people
who are left out of the mainstream
development. The uplift of the un-
derprivileged segment of the soci-
ety was critical to ensure across the
board national security," he said.

He also emphasised that rule of
law and equality for all were the
preconditions for democracy.

"Corruption, particularly of the
elite, was detrimental to the devel-
opment of a country," he said.

Khan stressed on research to pro-
mote original thinking within a so-
ciety and said that lack of in-depth
research led to reliance on second-
hand information by the western
think tanks on important issues
such as Afghanistan.

Healsotalked aboutIslamophobia
and urged for a strong response by
Muslim think tanks to neutralise
the concept that Islam and terror-
ism were linked.

Afghanistan has been under
Taliban rule since August 15 when
the Afghan hardline militant group
ousted the elected government of
President Ashraf Ghani and forced
him to flee the country and take ref-
uge in the UAE.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

BJP Workers

missing from Zargar’s residence, they
said

A close associate, also neighbor, of
Saqib Tantray, identified as Arif Ahmad
Mir, has also been missing since morn-
ing, they added.

2 CopsKilled

fire upon a police bus carrying per-
sonnel of Armed Reserve Police (ARP)
9th battalion in Aripora locality of
Zewan, a police official said. In the sur-
prise militant attack, he said, fourteen
police personnel, including an Assistant
Sub Inspector (ASI), were injured.

All the injured, the police official said,
were removed to the army’s Badami
Bagh cantonment hospital for treat-
ment. However, two of the cops suc-
cumbed to the grave gunshot injuries.
They have been identified as Assistant
Sub Inspector Ghulam Hassan of
Ramban and Safique Ali of Mahore in
Reasi.

The injured police constables have
been identified as Sajad Ahmad, Rameez
Ahmad, Bishamber Kumar, Sanjay Kumar,
Vikas Sharma, Abdul Majeed, Mudassir
Ahmad, Ravi Kanth, Showkat Ali, Arshid
Ahmad, Satveer Sharma and Aadil Ali.

According to reports, the police bus
was on its way towards Pantha Chowk
from the police complex in Zewan
when the militants ambushed it.

According to the reports, the mili-
tant attack triggered panic in the high
security zone and prompted the locals
to rush indoors. The movement of traf-
fic on Zewan-Pantha Chowk road was
also affected for nearly an hour.

In a statement issued late night, a
police spokesperson said that the pre-
liminary investigation has revealed
that three militants had fired indis-
criminately upon a police vehicle car-
rying cops back to their campus after
finishing their duties

“Although the fire was retaliated
however taking advantage of darkness
the terrorists managed to escape from
the spot. In this terror incident 14 po-
lice personnel were injured and were
shifted to hospital for treatment,” he
said.

He said ASI and a selection grade
constable succumbed to their injuries
while the condition of other injured
personnel is stated to be stable.

The police spokesperson also quot-
ed IGP Kashmir as saying that credible
sources have revealed that the attack
was carried out by Kashmir Tigers, an
offshoot of JeM.

“In the retaliatory firing, one of the
terrorists got injured and the group
involved in this gruesome terrorist at-
tack will be soon brought to justice,”
he said.

Police, the spokesperson said has
registered a case in this regard under
relevant sections of law and officers
continue to work to establish the cir-
cumstances which lead to this “terror
crime”

Meanwhile, a massive cordon and
search operation was launched in
the area after the deadly militant at-
tack. According to reports, additional
reinforcements of police, army and
CRPF reached the shootout spot and
launched a combing operation to track
down the attackers.

The search operation in the area was
going on when the last reports came
in.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha, former Chief Ministers
Omar Abdullah, Mehbooba Mufti
and several mainstream leaders have

condemned the attack.

PoliceKills 2

cops manning one such checkpoint,
came under indiscriminate fire from
militants

“However, the fire was effectively
retaliated, leading to a brief encounter.
In the ensuing encounter, two terror-
ists were neutralized on spot,” he said.

The police spokesperson identified
one of the killed militants as Aadil
Ahmad Wani of Daramdoora Shopian
and another one a foreign militant,
quoting credible sources.

He said both the militants were as-
sociated with LeT and as per police
records were involved in several terror
crime cases and civilian atrocities and
played a key role in number of recent
killings in Srinagar city.

He further said that Wani was a
Pakistan trained “A” category militant
and was involved in an attack on police
post Warpora in Sopore in March last
year in which one policeman Wajahat
Asadullah and a civilian Shaban Wagay
were killed.

Besides, the police spokesperson
said that the killed local militant was
also involved in several grenade at-
tacks on police and security force es-
tablishments, including two grenade
attacks at Bus Stand Sopore in which
19 civilians and 2 policemen were
injured.

“Arms & ammunition including 02
AK rifles and other incriminating ma-
terials were recovered from the site of
the encounter. All the recovered ma-
terials have been taken into case re-
cords for further investigation and to
probe their complicity in other terror
crimes,” he said.

In this connection, he said, police
have registered a case under relevant
sections of law and investigation has
been initiated.

“People are requested to cooperate
with police till the area is completely
sanitised and cleared off of all the ex-
plosive materials, if any,” he added.
PM Modi Seeks
the20th anniversary of the Parliament
Attack -- officials said.

The bus came under fire from mili-
tants in Zewan in Pantha Chowk area
this evening, police officials said.

In a tweet, the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said, “PM Narendra Modi
has sought details on the terror attack
in Jammu and Kashmir. He has also
expressed condolences to the families
of those security personnel who have
been martyred in the attack.”

LG Hails Abrogation

last two years under the guidance
of the PM, top priority is being given
to the equitable and holistic devel-
opment of all sections, and the areas
which were kept backward since in-
dependence have been included in the
mainstream development.

“The policies that have been im-
plemented on the ground after 2019
have brought social justice to all sec-
tions for the first time since indepen-
dence,” Sinha said, as per an official
spokesperson.

The LG, he said, spoke on the pres-
ent situation and development sce-
nario of Jammu and Kashmir, and
observed that after August 2019, all
the constitutional rights have been ex-
tended to 1.25 crore people of J&K in
its truest sense.

He further said that a new era of de-
velopment has been ushered in the UT
by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“For decades the Valmiki commu-
nity, Tribals, Gorkhas, Daughters of
J&K,

West Pakistani refugees and back-
ward classes were treated as second-
class citizens. Such rules were made
that a sweeper’s son and daughter can
only become a sweeper. The talents of
the poor were stifled with manufac-
tured restrictions,” the LG said, as per
official spokesperson.

Referring to various “discrimina-
tory laws and provisions” being run in
the erstwhile state, the LG, as per the
official spokesperson said that now
all those laws of discrimination have
been abolished.

“Tribal population has been provid-
ed due rights under the Forest Rights
Act; three-tier Panchayati Raj system
has been implemented for the first
time in J&K and elections were con-
ducted in the most fair and transpar-
ent manner,” he said.

According to the official spokesper-
son, the LG underlined that everyone
is being provided opportunities to
lead a better life irrespective of reli-
gion, caste, class, and said that count-
less schemes have been started for the
Youth in the economic, social, and ed-
ucational fields, and a host of opportu-
nities have been created for women to
become independent and successful.

Sinha, he said, observed that mech-
anization and reforms done in J&K's
Agriculture and Horticulture sector
in the last two years has resulted in
substantial increase in the monthly
income of the farmers, much higher
than the national average.

He said the LG also observed that
it is due to transparent, responsive,
corruption-free, and accountable ad-
ministration that the common man is
feeling connected with the journey of
development and prosperity in J&K.

“Now every penny that is spent for
development is accounted for and the
details of every project are kept in
public domain,” the LG added.

As per the official spokesperson,
the LG also elucidated great strides
achieved by the UT administration in
the past two years in the health, tour-
ism, and industrial sectors.

“All the rights enshrined in the con-
stitution are being extended to the
citizens, and Jammu Kashmir is now
moving towards becoming a strong
pillar of AatmaNirbhar Bharat,” Sinha
said.

What’s On Agenda

earlier this year, saying the exercise
was an outcome of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act of 2019,
which the party has challenged in the
Supreme Court.

In addition to the NC parliamentar-
ians, BJP MPs Jitendra Singh and Jugal
Kishore Sharma are associate mem-
bers of the commission.

“The letter was jointly sent by me,
Lone Sahab (Akbar Lone) and Doctor
Sahab (Farooq Abdullah).” Masoodi
said.

“All three of us will first go through
the agenda before taking the decision
whether we will participate in the
meeting or not. Our first priority has
always been to choose and participate
in any meeting which is in benefit of
our people and state,” he said.

He further added, “We will go
through the material that is provided
to us so that we can look into it, decide
whether it favours our people or not
and subsequently, conclude the deci-
sion on our participation.”

As per the National Conference

MP, the party has also reminded the
Delimitation Commission that there
has been no response from the com-
mission on its previous letter.

“Till now, the Commission hasn't
given any reply to the party’s let-
ter that was written in February this
year.” Masoodi said.

Pertinently, on February 17, while
opting to stay out from the commis-
sion’s first meeting, the NC MPs had
sent a letter to the Commission and
stated that the party had boycotted
the first meeting of the Commission
because the exercise was an outcome
of Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization
Act-2019, which the party had chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court.

The letter had also called upon the
Commission to halt the delimitation
proceedings as the exercise was being
conducted in accordance with the pro-
visions of an Act which is under judi-
cial scrutiny.

Masoodi said once the party MPs get
a response from the Commission, they
will study it and then take a decision.

“There is absolutely no way that
we could've participated in the
Delimitation ~Commission’s meet-
ing without even knowing what that
meeting is all about. We've been told
that the commission will provide a re-
ply to our letter by Tuesday morning
and similarly the party will deliberate
its next step,” Masoodi said.

“Maybe the party leadership will
go for a meeting of senior leaders to
decide whether we will participate or
not. Or maybe the three of us will have
a vis-a-vis discussion as we are cur-
rently here in New Delhi,” he said

He further added, “If we're satisfied
with the legality of the commission’s
agenda, we may participate.”

Meanwhile, BJP has decided to at-
tend the Delimitation Commission’s
meeting that has been scheduled for
next week.

“BJP will participate and cooper-
ate with the Commission which is a
Constitutional body and is working
as per the laid down norms.” Union
Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh said.

On March 6, 2020, the govern-
ment of India set up the Delimitation
Commission and tasked it to finish
delimitation in a year. On March 4 this
year, it was granted a year’s extension.
This was done on the request of the
commission members since it couldn’t
make much progress due to the
“Covid-19-induced shutdown across
the country.”

Jammu and Kashmir saw the last de-
limitation exercise in 1994-95, after 22
years, which resulted in an increase in
the number of Assembly constituen-
cies from 76 to 87. The Jammu region
saw an increase of five seats (from 32
to 37 seats), the Kashmir Valley an in-
crease of four seats (from 42 to 46) and
Ladakh two seats (from two to four).

The erstwhile State as a whole had a
total of 111 seats—24 reserved and va-
cant for Pakistan controlled Kashmir.
(With agency inputs)

Ladakh Shuts

Ironically, when Jammu and
Kashmir was stripped of its statehood
and downgraded into two union ter-
ritories, there were celebrations in
Leh. The Ladakh Buddhist Association,
which was part of the celebrations
then, is now a part of the political al-
liance demanding statehood and con-
stitutional guarantees for job and land
rights exclusively for the people of
Ladakh.

Initially, the BJP unit of Ladakh was a

part of the alliance but later pulled out
of it as the party came under criticism
for “doublespeak”.

This is also the first time when the
leadership in Muslim-majority Kargil
and Buddhist-dominated Leh have
joined hands for their political future.

Meanwhile, talking to media per-
sons the KDA head Asgar Ali Karbali
said that despite the minus tem-
perature people of Ladakh have over-
whelmingly supported the band call
and made it successful.

He said “our struggle will continue
till the government of India and Home
Ministry call the KDA and LAB a joint
apex body for talks to settle down all
issues”.

He said some vested interests try
to sabotage the call, but people have
shown them doors by observing suc-
cessful bandh, Karbali said.

Social activist Sajad Kargili praised
the people of Ladakh for observing
complete bandh in favour of their four
demands.

Talking to media persons Kargili
said “some vested interested people
do not respect the aspirations of the
people of Ladakh but it will not ham-
per our struggle for our four demands
including a statehood, constitutional
safeguard, recruitment of youth and
separate seats in Lok Sabha and Raj
Sabah for Leh and Kargil districts.

He alleged that some people from
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) tried to
sabotage the band call. But the unity
and strength among the people of
Ladakh proved to them they would
not succeed in their nefarious designs.

“l urge all people including BJP to
come forward and become a part of
our struggle”, Karbali added. (UNI)
Cold Wave

Kupwara in north Kashmir settled at
a low of minus 4.2 degrees Celsius.

Qazigund recorded minus 2.8 de-
grees Celsius, while Kokernag reg-
istered a low of minus 3.5 degrees
Celsius.

The Meteorological Department
has forecast light rain/snow at isolat-
ed to scattered places in Jammu and
Kashmir for Tuesday.

J&KLogs119

93 were detected in Kashmir Valley
and the remaining 26 from different
districts of Jammu division.

In the Valley, officials said, Srinagar
reported the highest 48 new cases of
coronavirus, Baramulla 11, Kupwara
, Bandipora and Ganderbal 8 each,
Budgam 6, Pulwama 3, and Shopian
1 new case of Covid-19. The twin
districts of Kulgam and Anantnag
in south Kashmir reported no fresh
cases.

In the winter capital, officials said,
Jammu reported a maximum of 20
fresh cases of virus, Udhampur and
Doda two each and one new case
each in Rajouri and Poonch. No
new cases of coronavirus were regis-
tered in the five districts of Kishtwar,
Ramban

“Moreover, 215 more COVID-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been dis-
charged from various hospitals includ-
ing 84from Jammu Division and 131
from Kashmir Division,” the officials
said.

They further added that one new
case of Mucormycosis was reported
today, thus taking the total number of
confirmed cases to 50 across J&K.

J&K Records Lowest
J&K where the percentage stood at

0.001 percent).

Revealing some other important
factors that affect the demographic
change in a region, the report has
mentioned that the annual new HIV
infections in thousands in J&K in-
cluding Ladakh was recorded at 0.17
percent which is the eighth lowest in
India.

The report has also revealed that the
annual AIDS related deaths in J&K were
recorded at 0.08 percent in thousand)
which is the seventh lowest death rate
in India. As per the figures available
with Kashmir Observer, the percent-
age change in annual AIDS-related
deaths from 2010 to 2020 in J&K has
declined by negative 29 percent.

Notably, the report has also revealed
that the Prevention of Mother to Child
Transmission (PMTCT) needed in J&K
in thousand was recorded at the ninth
lowest in India with 0.05 percent.

The report has also concluded that
there still remain some gaps that are
a source of concern and need to be
addressed. “Further saturation of
CST(Care, Support and Treatment)
services will cause greater impact
and even further reduction in annual
ARD(AIDS related Deaths) towards at-
tainment of ‘zero ARD’ in the future,
and simultaneously augmentation
of HIV prevention by fast-tracking
progress on ‘Undetectable’ which is
directly ‘Untransmittable’.” The report
further reads.

Soldier Shoots

area, they said. The soldier suc-
cumbed to injuries later, they said.
The reason for the soldier taking such
an extreme step was not immediately
known.

School Named

named after Subedar Lal Singh,
who was killed during 1971 war in
Bangladesh, an official spokesper-
son said Monday. The school was in-
augurated by war veteran’s widow
Mohinder Kour and his 3 sons.

The official spokesperson said that
Singh was born in village Chak Salarian
of Ramgarh and had received his pri-
mary education in village Malookan
Wala and village Jakhan(Badala), now
in Pakistan.

“At an age of 14 years 6 months he
joined the Indian Army in the Punjab
Regiment. He served in different parts
of the country and took part in differ-
ent operations,” he said.

The Subedar, he said, died on
first December 1971 in an operation
“Cactus Lily Eastern Theatre” during
Bangladesh war.

42 Employees Found

directions of Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din- Bhat
multiple teams of senior officers con-
ducted surprise inspections of differ-
ent offices in the district and found
42 employees of various offices unau-
thorizedly absent from duties, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

Taking serious note of their unau-
thorized absence, he said, the Deputy
Commissioner has ordered deduction
of one day salary of these employees.

“Further explanation was also
sought from all the absent employees,”
he added.

Train Crushes

on Sunday evening, the official said.

He said the body has been shifted to
Government Medical College (GMC),
Jammu, for a post mortem and iden-
tification. (PTI)
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DC Bandipora
Inaugurates Martial Arts
Workshop At

Handed over
sports kits to all

zonal officers for
distribution in schools

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: Deputy Commis-
sioner Bandipora Dr. Owais Ah-
mad on Monday inaugurated
a martial art workshop for the
Physical Education teachers of
the district at SK Stadium Ban-
dipora. He also handed over the
sports kits under district Capex
to Zonal Officers for onward dis-
tribution to various schools of
the District.

The workshop was organized
by the Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports, Bandipora in
collaboration with Ali's Sports
Academy. The workshop was
aimed at training the Physical
Education Teachers, Masters
and Rehber-e-Khel teachers in
sports activities as part of capac-
ity building measures to upgrade
sports activities in the district.

Speaking on the occasion,
DC Bandipora said the Physi-
cal Education teachers are the
backbone of sports activities in
the district as they are the ones
who develop the interest of kids
in sports at schools and help in
promoting sports activities in
the district.

He said there was a dire need
to inform the physical education
teachers about the modern tech-
niques and new sports activities

SK Stadium
S

S\

that will help in upgrading the
sports activities in the district.

Dr Owais said the upgrad-
ing of sports infrastructure and
promoting sports activities is
the prime priority of the dis-
trict administration and hailed
the youngsters for taking keen
interest in sports. He said the
youth of Bandipora have show-
cased their talent at interna-
tional level and have become
guiding forces for other youth
who spoil their leisure time.

He said the district adminis-
tration has been on forefront in
developing sports infrastructure
in the district. The DC added
that several initiatives are in
pipeline to further augment the
sports infrastructure. He said a
DPR has been recently prepared
to propose a range of activities
in sports under Mission Youth.

District Information Officer
Jahangeer Akhoon, District Of-
ficer District Youth Services and
Sports Gh Qadir, International
martial artist Faisal Ali was also
present on the occasion and
held the training sessions.

Later the DC handed over
sports items to the five educa-
tion zones of the district in-
cluding Bandipora, Quilmugam,
Sumbal, Hajin and Gurez for fur-
ther distribution to their respec-
tive schools.

The sports kit included 15 foot-
balls, five cricket bats, 10 pairs
of Badminton rackets, 20 boxes
of shuttle cocks, 25 volleyballs,
35 skipping ropes, 35 tennicoit
rings, and 7 volleyball nets.

Tug Of War Competitions
Held At Baramulla

Locals appreciate efforts of DYSS
for organising sports activities for youth

£ ol

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: The Department
of Youth Services and Sports on
Monday conducted inter school
district level Tug of war at Kha-
waja Bagh here. The competi-
tions were organised in the age
group of U/19 and U/17 boys
and girls at High School Baram-
ullah. An impressive number
of students participated in the
said event. Many locals had also
gathered to witness the event.
In U/19 category (Boys) Higher
Secondary School Sopore won
the final against BHSS Baramulla
while as HSS Rampura won the fi-
nal against GHSS Sopore in (Girls).
In the U/17 (Boys) category BHSS

Spore defeated BHSS Baramulla

in an enthralling match, where
as in girls category HSS Rampura
defeated GHSS Sopore.

Locals of the area have ap-
preciated efforts of the Govern-
ment particularly the Depart-
ment of Youth Services & Sports
in conducting sports activities
for young boys and girls. A mid-
dle aged businessman from the
area, Mohammad Qasim who
had come to witness the en-
thralling matches of Tug of War
was heard saying that it is really
heart-warming to see youth tak-
ing active part in sports as this
is the best way to keep young
blood away from the bad habits
like drug abuse etc.

Hamstring Injury Rules Rohit
Sharma Out Of SA Test Series

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India’s Test vice-
captain Rohit Sharma was on
Monday ruled out of the entire
three-Test series against South
Africa as his old left-hamstring
injury resurfaced during the
team’s net session in
Mumbai where he also
took a hit on his hand.

India A captain Pri-
yank Panchal will be
Rohit’'s  replacement
opener in the Test se-
ries. S
“Team India Test vice-captain
Rohit Sharma sustained a left
hamstring injury during his
training session here in Mumbai
yesterday. He has been ruled out
of the upcoming 3-match Test
series against South Africa. Pri-
yank Panchal will replace Rohit
Sharma in the Test squad,” BCCI
stated in a press release.

The Board has not announced
a stand-in vice-captain but it is
expected that KL Rahul is the
front-runner for being Virat
Kohli’s deputy during the Tests.

Other contenders could be
Rishabh Pant and Ravichandran
Ashwin considering that Ajinkya
Rahane has been removed from
the role with his place in the
eleven not being assured. The
Tests will wind up on January 15
followed by three ODIs, sched-
uled to begin on Janu-
ary 19 in Paarl.

The 34-year-old Rohit
also sustained a hit on
his hands at the Mumbai
nets while taking throw
downs from Raghaven-
dra aka Raghu.

“Yes, Rohit did suffer an injury
on his hand but even after that
he had batted. So we can pre-
sume that hand injury isn’t se-
rious. But thereafter, it seemed
the old hamstring problem re-
surfaced once again and it might
take some time before he is fully
fit and available.

“They are trying to sort it out.
Hamstring injuries normally
take four weeks which could
effectively rule him out of Test
series,” a senior BCCI source told
PTI on Monday.

J&K Shines In Senior National
Wushu Championship

Secretary Sports Council felicitates players

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Secretary, Jammu and
Kashmir Sports Council, on Mon-
day felicitated the medal win-
ners of Senior National Wushu
Championship held at Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh recently.

Terming this as a token of
appreciation for all the hard
work that athletes have put
in to bring laurels for J&K, she
reaffirmed administration’s
commitment towards ac-
knowledging all the good work
that players, coaches and other
team members pool in to shine
at any given platform.

Secretary complimented
Rajinder Singh, an ace Wushu
player, for clinching gold medal
in the event consequently for
the fifth time at Senior Nation-
al championship. She assured
him all support from the J&K
Sports Council and administra-
tion to harness his special tal-
ent to the fullest.

Meanwhile, Secretary felici-
tated Raya Chib for winning sil-
ver medal in women's category
besides honoring Ishant Singh,
Abijeet Salathia, Naveed Farooq
Mir, Showket Yousuf and Mo-
hammed Maqgsood Rather for
bagging bronze medals in their

specific categories in the event.

President Wushu Associa-
tion J&K, Vijay Saraf, expressed
gratitude to J&K government
for providing best facilities as
well as opportunities to Wushu
players.

Kuldeep Handu, Dronacharya
Awardee and National Wushu
Coach also thanked the admin-
istration and Sports Council for
providing best coaching facili-
ties to the players.

Pertinently, all medal winners
have been shortlisted for the
national coaching camp sched-
uled to be held in Bhopal from
1st January 2022 at ASI Centre.

Observer News Service

JAMMU: J&K Bank football
team on Monday entered the
finals of 15th Christmas Gold
Cup Football Tournament
2021, being played at GGM
Science College Ground, here.

Playing against Pegasus

Hero’s FC, the J&K Bank team
scored four goals to hand a
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the Snow Leopards trounced Gokulam Kerala FC 2-1 on Sunday to reach the finals
of IFA Shield Cup, at Kalyani, West Bengal. Shahnawaz was heavily praised for his
playmaking display during the match against fellow I-League opponents, setting up the

REAL KASHMIR FC’S SHAHNAWAZ BASHIR with his player of the match award after

winner for his team.

“Hard work does pay off and so have the boys of RKFC done today. Kudos to them
especially today’s man of the match Shahnawaz Bashir who was exceptionally brilliant,”
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J&K Bank Enter Finals
Of Christmas Gold Cup

comprehensive beating to
their semifinal opponent.
Uneeb opened the scoring in
the 31st minute, before Aqif
scored 2 goals in the 54th
and 76th minute to make
the score 3-0 in favour of
J&K Bank. Furgan scored in
the 78th minute to make the
score 4-0, and that’s how it
stayed till the final whistle.
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RKFC founder Sandeep Chattoo told PTI.

Real Kashmir will now play Sreenidi Deccan FC on December 15, with kick off time yet to be
decided. The Srinagar-based side, who are the defending champions, will look to retain the
124th IFA Shield Cup. Sreenidi is also an I-League club and will give a tough fight to RKFC.

now face Shaheen FC in the
finals. Shaheen FC defeated
Jammu United 2-1 in the sec-
ond semifinal with goals from
Inder and Sanjeev.

mas Gold Cup will be played
on Friday, December 17. The
match will kick off at 2:00
PM.
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The J&K Bank team will

The final match of Christ-

Q Real Kashmir FC

Jammu Athlete Wins Silver
At World Para Taekwondo
Championships

Observer News Service

JAMMU: ]J&K Taekwondo As-
sociation on Monday congratu-
lated Chandeep Singh for script-
ing history once again at world
level by bringing a Silver medal
for India and J&K at 9th World
Para Taekwondo Champion-
ships 2021.

“It's really a matter of joy and
pride that a Para athlete from
J&K became the only two times
Silver medallist at World Tae-
kwondo Para Champion-
ships,” the Association
said.

“Chandeep Singh has &
been training under Atul {
Pangotra (Coach,
JKSC) for the past
5 years. The duo
made the nation
proud by bring-
ing laurels to
the country
and J&K.”

D . N
Pangotra
(President,
JKTA) and
SM Bali |
(Senior VP, y
JKTA) congratu-
lated Chandeep

on his victory and wished him
luck for the future endeavours.
They also thanked LG. Shri
Manoj Sinha Sir, Advisor to LG,
Farooq Khan, Principal Secretary
Alok Kumar (IRS), J&K Sports
Council and Nuzhat Gul (Secre-
tary, JKSC) for financially sup-
porting Chandeep for the said
Championship.

J&K Taekwondo Association
will be organizing a welcome
function for Chandeep Singh.

Atul Pangotra (Coach, JKSC)
also congratulated Chandeep
Singh and his parents for
this prestigious achieve-
ment at World Level. He
" said that Chandeep is an

. inspiration  for
m all the Athletes
of J&K. His sheer
l dedication and
'| focus made him
today achieve
such a feat in
this Olympic
sport. All the
players from
UT expressed
joy over the
win of Chan-
deep and are
— | highly motivated
y| for Taekwondo.

l

Jammu Registers Win In 33rd
Jr. Volleyball Championship

Advisor Khan distributes prizes among

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Advisor to Lieutenant
Governor, Farooq Khan on Mon-
day distributed trophies among
the winners and finalists of 33rd
Junior level volleyball tourna-
ment organised by the Volley-
ball Association of J&K.

On the occasion the Advisor was
the chief guest, who also watched
the final match played between the
boys of Jammu and Kathua districts.
Excise Commissioner, Kishore Singh
Chib was the guest of honour be-
sides Secretary Sports Council, Nu-
zhat Gul was also present.

The Advisor maintained that in
sports every player in the field is the
winner. He said that after watch-
ing today’s game he is sure that the
quality of sports played in J&K has
upgraded a lot. He said that the play-
ers are depicting great skill and talent
in the field nowadays as the depart-
ment is getting lot more attention
and importance than the past.

Khan also reiterated that it is for
this reason that many national as-
sociations are approaching us for

winners of the tourney

28 & "

hosting their tournaments. He said
that J&K is fast coming up as a Sports
destination of the country as the
sports infrastructure has got major
fillip under PM Development Plan.

The Advisor said that every dis-
trict of J&K is getting its share of
stadia and sports events that is
happening to be pivotal in mak-
ing sports icons out of its youth. He
asked the youth to be ambassadors
of development and adopt sports to
live progressive lives. He beckoned
them to be guiding light for those
fallen into the trap of drug addiction.

It was said that 17 districts partici-
pated in the boys category while as
in girls category 11 districts took part
in the tournament from past 3 days.

The final was today played be-
tween Jammu and Kathua in boys
category. Among girls Jammu and
Srinagar reached into the finals. In
both the games Jammu won and
clinched the trophies with impres-
sive performances. A total of about
50 matches were played during this
tournament at three venues with fi-
nals today played at MA stadium on
the third day of the tournament.

UEFA Voids Champions
League Draw After Mistake

Agencies

NYON: UEFA will have to redo the
Champions League draw for the

round of 16 after mis- . .

takenly placing Man-
chester United’s name
into the wrong pot.

UEFA voided the ini-
tial results of Monday’s |
draw, which had cre- |
ated another matchup |
between Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi after
Manchester United was paired
with Paris Saint-Germain.

However, United had initially
been paired with Villarreal even
though the English club’s name
should not have been in that pot
since the two advanced from the
same group.

UEFA blamed the mishap on “a
technical problem with the soft-

ware of an external service pro-
vider that instructs the officials
as to which teams are eligible to
play each other”.

“As a result of this,

* clared void,” UEFA said
" in a statement pub-
lished 90 minutes after

A new draw was set
to take place at 3 pm
local time (1400 GMT).

After United’s name was ini-
tially pulled out, Manchester City
was then drawn to play Villarreal
instead.

United’s name was then not
put in the pot as a potential op-
ponent for Atlético Madrid in the
subsequent pairing, which saw
Bayern Munich picked out.

PSG and Man United were later
the final two teams picked. (ap)

Mercedes Loses Both Its Protests After Hamilton Loses Formula One World Title To Verstappen

Agencies

ABU DHABI: Mercedes lost both
of its protests after Lewis Hamil-
ton lost the Formula One world
title to Max Verstappen on the
final lap of the last race at the
season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix.
After

losing the protests, Mercedes
filed for reconsideration to the

International Court of Appeal.

Verstappen overtook Hamilton
on Lap 58 in thrilling style after
a crash involving Nicholas Latifi
brought out the safety car with
just a few laps left and confusion

surrounded the restart.

One of the lost pro-

tests was whether Verstappen
had broken rules by passing
Hamilton before the safety car
period had ended, when they
were jostling next to each other
waiting for the restart.

“Although Car 33 (Verstappen)
did at one stage, for a very short
period of time, move slightly in
front of Car 44 (Hamilton), at a
time when both cars
where accelerating and
braking, it moved back
behind Car 44, stew-
ards concluded.

“It was not in front when the
Safety Car period ended (i.e. at
the line). Accordingly, the Protest
is dismissed.”

The other protest concerned
the restart procedure itself and
the number of lapped cars over-
taking the safety car, having been
given the green light to do so.

Of the lapped drivers, only
Lando Norris, Fernando Alonso,
Esteban Ocon, Charles Leclerc
and Sebastian Vettel overtook
— those five were originally
between Hamilton and Verstap-

pen — while Daniel Ricciardo,
Lance Stroll and Mick Schum-
acher did not.

Mercedes argued Hamilton
would have won the race if all
had overtaken the safety car due
to the time required, making a
final lap showdown impossible.
Stewards ruled that it made no
difference since the other three
were not interfering with the
outcome of the race, and also
that race director Michael Masi
had authority “to control the use
of the safety car” in this case.
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If An Aurangzeb Comes, A

Shivaji Also mer%es, S

LUCKNOW: With the UP
Assembly polls a couple of

Modi At 'Tmmortal’' Ka

months away, Prime Minister
Modi invoked Raja Suheldev,
a royal of yore who was very
popular in eastern UP as
he had defeated the army
of Muslim invader Salar
Masood, during his speech
at the courtyard of the Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor after
inaugurating its Phase-I in
Varanasi on Monday.

Giving words to his emo-
tions, the PM said that Kashi
Vishwanath temple was testi-
mony to the country’s ancient
history. Rummaging through
the pages of history, the PM
said Kashi was immortal.

“Kashi  Avisnashi  hai
(Kashi is immortal). Invaders
attacked this city, tried to
destroy it but Kashi with-
stood every attack as sultan-
ates rose and fell. History
is witness to Aurangzeb’s
atrocities, his terror. He tried
to change civilisation by the

# 1. ‘ L
sword. He tried to crush
culture with fanaticism. But
the soil of this country is
magical. Here if an (Mughal
Emperor) Aurangzeb comes,
a (Maratha warrior) Shivaji
also emerges,” said the PM.

In the same vein he cited
the example of Mahraja
Suheldev who had defeated
the invader Salar Masood in
the battle of Bahraich. “If any
Salar Masood moves here,
then brave warriors like Raja
Suheldev make the invader
feel the power of unity,”
added the PM.
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The PM even mentioned
how  British  Governor

General Warren Hastings
had to make a hasty retreat
in the guise of a woman
from Kashi.

Prime  Minister Modi
opened the corridor for the
public explaining the antiq-
uity and exclusivity of Kashi
as the abode of Lord Shiva.
“One will take pride in com-
ing here as this is a conflu-
ence of ancient and new.
The whole new complex of
the Kashi Vishwanath Dham
is not just a grand building,
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but a symbol of the Sanatan
culture of India, our spiritual
soul and India’s antiquity
and traditions,” said the PM.

“The new India is proud of
its culture and also has con-
fidence on its ability ... there
is Virasat (legacy) blended
with Vikas in New India,”
averred the PM adding that
Vishwanath Dham was full
of energy.

“Many ancient temples
lost in the vicinity have
been restored again. When
[ came to Varanasi, I found
people doubtful of the met-
tle of the people of Kashi.
They used to say restoration
of Vishwanath Dham was
a daunting task and that
nobody could do it. Many
Modis have come and gone
but no one could change it,”
said the PM explaining how
the efforts and the convic-
tion of the people helped the
dream project take such a
beautiful shape in four years.

)
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‘ HISTORY HAS SEEN THE TORTURE of Aurangzeb, who tried to kill culture
with radicalism. But in this country an Aurangzeb is matched by a Shivaji"

Javed Akhtar Seeks Non Bailable
Warrant Against Kangana
Ranaut In Defamation Case

Agenceis

MUMBAIL: Veteran scriptwriter-
lyricist Javed Akhtar on Monday
moved a plea before a court seeking
issuance of a non-bailable warrant
against Bollywood actor Kangana
Ranaut in a criminal defamation
case filed by him against her.

The application, moved by Mr
Akhtar's lawyer Jay Bharadwaj,
listed the number of exemptions
Ms Ranaut has sought for one
reason or another since March
this year.

She had last appeared before
Andheri metropolitan magistrate
RR Khan on September 20.

"It can be clearly deciphered
from the conduct of the accused
that from the time of issuance of
process by this court (Andheri
metropolitan magistrate court)
she has been deploying all pos-
sible tactics to cause inordinate
delays in the matter," the applica-
tion said.

It also mentioned the actor was
making "false and incorrect state-
ments" before the court.

As per Mr Akhtar's application,
Ms Ranaut, on the last date of
hearing, which was on October 21,
had sought exemption claiming
she was suffering from high tem-
perature and body ache.

PM Modi Pays Tribute
To Security Personnel
Killed In 2001
Parliament Attack

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday paid tributes to security personnel
who made the supreme sacrifice while fighting
terrorists during the Parliament attack on this
day in 2001.

All five terrorists involved in the attack and
eight security personnel besides a gardener
had died in the incident which brought India
and Pakistan to the brink of war.

"I pay my tributes to all those security per-
sonnel who were martyred in the line of duty
during the Parliament attack in 2001. Their
service to the nation and supreme sacrifice
continues to inspire every citizen," PM Modi
tweeted.
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“Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow

belongs to the people who prepare for it today”

WHY OASIS.

HR SEC. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE?

»Overall Development of children

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE
FOR DESERVING
STUDENTS

» Advanced Facilities available for Higher
Secondary Students

ANNOUNCES

PROVISIONAL ADMISSION TO'

CLASS 11TH
MEDICAL | NON-MEDICAL|HUMANITES [ COMMERCE

FEW SEATS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DEPARTMENT

Note: The Provisional Admission shall be regularised only on the production of 10" class
qualifying Certificate and Marks Certificate issued by JKBOSE.

(BOYS & GIRLS)
FOR THE SESSION 2021-22

Admission forms will be available at school offices, Gogji Bagh
& Nowgam-Gulshan Nagar hetween 10:30am to 3:00pm.

For further details visit the concerned School Wing

MEDIA LINE ADSI9419749091

or Dial +91-8825091115/+91-9469844596

Abbas Ads: 7006444730

Call For Appointment
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audium’ IVF

Delivering Motherhood Dreams

Gaudium Proudly Announces

Rank No. 1 Best IVF Clinicin ) & K
(Health Survey Conducted by TOI)

» High Success Rate

> Expert in Handling

Multiple Failed IVF
Cases

Good News for Childless Couples

Free Consultation by IVF Experts from Gaudium IVF
Delhi's Head Office : Dr Manika Khanna and Her Team

Address: Town Hall Municipal Complex, Near National School, Karan Nagar, Srinagar , J&K

Date: 14-12-2021

Time: 10 AM to 4.30 PM
+91 - 85 27 85 85 85




