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It is better to offer no 

excuse than a bad one

—George Washington

Widom

2536 Kanal State Land 
Retrieved In Reasi
SRINAGAR: The district 
administration in Reasi has retrieved 
2536 kanal state during the month 
of November 2021 by conducting 
a sustained anti-encroachment 
drive across the district, officials 
said Wednesday. As per Revenue 
department, the anti encroachment 
drive was carried out by Tehsildars 
to vacate the state land and Roshni 
Land in different parts of the 
district, they said. More on P10

Khanabal School 
Renamed After Ravi Jee
SRINAGAR: The district authorities 
in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district 
on Wednesday renamed a higher 
secondary school after an armed 
forces personnel who was killed in 
the line of duty. The government 
higher secondary school (GHSS) 
was renamed as Shri Ravi Jee HSS 
at a ceremony presided over by ADC 
Anantnag, Gh Hassan Sheikh, an 
official spokesperson said.
Speaking on the occasion, he said, 
the ADC said that Ravi More on P10

Ladakh Reports 
38 New Covid Cases
LEH: With 38 fresh cases, Ladakh’s 
COVID-19 tally has climbed to 
21,578, while the number of active 
cases of the infection has gone up to 
276 in the Union Territory, officials 
said on Wednesday. Ladakh has 
reported a total of 214 deaths due 
to the viral disease -- 156 in Leh and 
58 in Kargil -- since the outbreak of 
the pandemic last year, they said. 
Twelve patients were cured and 
discharged from various hospitals in 
Leh. The total number of recoveries 
has gone up to More on P10
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Pak Militant, 
Aide Killed In 
Pulwama Gunfight

Traffic Cop Shot At In Downtown

A 
traffic policeman on Wednesday was attacked and injured by 
suspected militants in Rajouri Kadal area of the Old City here, 
officials said. The traffic cop identified as Muhammad Abdullah 

was regulating traffic along the busy crossing in Rajouri Kadal area when 
suspected pistol-borne militants fired upon him, officials said. Abdullah, 
they said, received bullet injuries in the surprise attack. The injured traffic 
cop was removed to SMHS hospital for treatment. According to the 
reports, Abdullah is a resident of Kangan in Ganderbal district.
“Terrorists fired upon & #injured a traffic police personnel More on P10

Covid Cases 
Shoot Up, 234 
More Test Positive
SRINAGAR: As many as 234 
more people, including 89 
travellers tested positive for 
coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday while 
one more fatality was reported 
from the Union Territory dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

According to the officials, 
118 fresh cases of virus were 
reported from Kashmir Valley 
while the remaining 116 were 
detected from various districts 
of Jammu division, taking the 
total number of people infected 
by the virus in J&K to 337086.

In the Valley, officials said, 
Srinagar reported the high-
est 63 new cases of coronavi-
rus, Baramulla 28, Bandipora, 
Ganderbal and Kulgam 6 each, 
Kupwara 5, Budgam 3 and 
Pulwama 1. The More on P10

Covid Orphaned Children Of Kashmir Up For Sale

Militancy Down After 
Art-370 Revocation: Govt

AZAD TELLS CENTRE

‘Bring Bill To Restore 
Statehood, Job, Land Safeguards’

Shaping Dreams By Moulding Clay

Kashmiri Youth Strives To Revive 
'Dying' Glazed Pottery

Govt Discounts Fresh 
Migration Of KP Families

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Police on Wednesday 
claimed to have achieved a major 
success by killing Yasir Parray, an 
IED expert of Jaish-e-Mohammed 
group, and his Pakistani asso-
ciate in an encounter in south 
Kashmir's Pulwama district.

Police, army’s 44RR and the 
personnel of CRPF 183Batatllion 
on Wednesday launched a joint 
cordon and search operation 
(CASO) in Qasbayar area of the 
district on the basis of specific 
input about the presence of mili-
tants, a police spokesperson said.

During the search operation, 
he said, the holed-up militants 
were given an opportunity to 
surrender as soon as their pres-
ence got ascertained.

“However they fired indis-
criminately upon the joint search 
party which was retaliated lead-
ing to an encounter,” he said.

In the ensuing encounter, the 
police spokesperson said, two 
militants of JeM were killed and 
their bodies were retrieved from 
the site of encounter.

He identified the killed mili-
tants as Yasir Parray of Qasbayar, 
an IED expert and More on P10

AS PER POLICE RECORDS, BOTH THE 
KILLED terrorists were part of groups involved in 
planning and executing terror attacks on security 
establishments and civilian killings.”

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The number of 
militancy-related t incidents in 
Jammu and Kashmir during a 
period of 841 days after special 
status of Jammu and Kashmir 
was revoked dipped to 496 from 
the 843 cases reported in a same 
span of time prior to the abroga-
tion, the government informed 
Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.

Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai said during 
April 16, 2017 to August 04, 2019, 
843 militancy-related incidents 
were reported in Jammu and 

Kashmir in which 86 civilians and 
78 army personnel were killed.

During the period August 05, 
2019 to November 22, 2021 (841 
days after the abrogation), 496  
militancy-related incidents have 
been reported from Jammu and 
Kashmir in which 79 civilians 
and 45 army personnel have 
been killed, he said.

"The overall statistics shows 
that there has been decline in ter-
rorist attacks on civilians and army 
in Jammu and Kashmir," Rai said.

In response to a separate 
question, Rai said during the last 
12 months More on P10

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: How would you 
react as an adoptive parent 
living in Kashmir, if you found 
out that the baby you had re-
cently adopted, with or with-
out “proper” paperwork, was 
actually a trafficked child?

This scenario is not as sur-
real as it sounds. In a shocking 
and unprecedented incident, 
children who were orphaned 
in Kashmir due to Covid-19 
are up for sale by a valley 
based NGO in Indian markets, 
according to an investigative 
report that has sent shock-
waves in Kashmir.

According to an India Today 
investigation report, one 
Asrar Amin who ran an NGO, 
“Global Welfare Charitable 
Trust” in the valley, that 

claims to be working for chil-
dren and family welfare has 

been selling such orphaned 
children in Indian markets. 

When India Today’s SIT re-
porters probed him at a ho-
tel in Delhi, he offered Covid 
orphans under his care for Rs 
75,000 a child.

“We have so many orphans 
with us. But if one wants 
a Covid orphan, there’s no 
problem,” he said. “Kashmiri 
children are really beautiful, 
Mashallah!” Amin demanded 
Rs 1.50 lakh for a pair of Covid 
orphans. “So two children can 
be adopted for Rs 1.50 lakh, 
right?” asked the reporter.

“Yes. I am not taking this 
money for myself. It’s for my 
trust,” the NGO head replied. 
“You must be adopting a child 
for some reason. There’s no 
need for paperwork in that 
situation. But if you still insist, 
you can do it,” he said.

“But what More on P10

FIR Filed, Fact Finding Panels Formed

T
he Jammu and Kashmir administration on Wednesday filed a case in 
connection with the alleged illegal adoption and ‘sale’ of Covid orphans 
by a Valley based NGO in Indian markets. In a swift action over the 

report claiming that Covid orphans were being “sold”, an FIR was registered 
at the Police Station Pampore against the alleged culprits on the directions 
of the Mission Director ICPS, an official spokesperson said. More on P10

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Apprehending loss of 
"jobs and land" to non-locals till 
the Supreme Court rules in a peti-
tion challenging the abrogation of 
Article 370, senior Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad on Wednesday 
asked the government to bring 
a bill in Parliament and restore 
Jammu and Kashmir's statehood.

Without naming National 
Conference vice-president Omar 
Abdullah who recently criticised 
the Congress' silence on Article 
370, Azad said although the case is 
before the Supreme Court, he had 
opposed the move as "unconstitu-
tional" in Parliament several times 

as the leader of the opposition.
He asked all parties to unite and 

put pressure on the government 
to announce the much delayed 
assembly elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir within a More on P10

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: A 26-year-old com-
merce graduate from Srinagar is 
aiming to revive the age-old but 
'dying' art of glazed pottery in 
Kashmir after learning it from an 
octogenarian, who he claims is the 
only person alive to know the art.

Mohammad Umar Kumar, a 
resident of Ishber area of Nishat 
here, has now involved his 
family in the craft and he also 
teaches the skill to few youths 
in a bid to keep it from waning 
into obscurity.

Glazed pottery, known as 

Dal Gate pottery, is unique to 
Kashmir. Originally, glazed tiles 
in deep green, blue, brown and 

ochre were made in the valley. 
This craft later got bifurcated 
to tableware and vases made in 
red, green and blue glazes.

Once famous and sought-af-
ter, this art, like many other art 
forms in Kashmir, is slowly dy-
ing as not many from the new 
generation in the valley are 
willing to 'get their hands dirty'.

Kumar's family has been into 
pottery for several years now, 
but he took upon himself to 
wade into a rather different ter-
ritory and take up the mantle of 
reviving the glazed pottery the 
art form lost to More on P10

Says Part Of 'Movement 
Of Officials', Winter 
Break In Edu Institutes

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Wednesday said the recent 
migration of 115 Kashmiri 
Pandit families, mostly women 
and children, from Kashmir to 
Jammu was a "part of move-
ment of officials" and due to 
winter vacations in education-
al institutions.

Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai was re-
sponding in the Rajya Sabha 
to a question by Naranbhai J 

Rathwa of the Congress who 
asked the government wheth-
er many Hindus and Sikhs were 
leaving Srinagar due to ris-
ing worries about their safety 
among other details.

"In October, 2021, approxi-
mately 115 Kashmiri Pandit fami-
lies, mostly women and children, 
living in Kashmir have moved 
to Jammu region. These families 
are of government employees, 
many of whom, move to Jammu 
in winter as part of movement of 
officials and the winter vacation 
in education institutions," Rai 
said in a written reply.

He said an ex-gratia of Rs 
one lakh is paid to the next of 
kin of the More on P10

File Photo

Coldest Night 
In Srinagar At 
-2.5 Deg Celsius
Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The minimum 
temperature settled below 
the freezing point across 
Kashmir, with several 
weather stations in the val-
ley including Srinagar city 
recording the coldest night 
of the season so far, officials 
said on Wednesday.

Srinagar recorded a low of 
minus 2.5 degrees Celsius on 
Tuesday night, down from mi-
nus 1.5 degrees Celsius the pre-
vious night, the officials said.

This was lowest minimum 
temperature recorded in the 
summer capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir this winter, they said.

The officials said Pahalgam 
recorded a low More on P10

33 Custodial 
Death Cases In 
J&K In 5 Yrs: MHA
Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Ministry of 
Home Affairs Wednesday in-
formed the parliament that 
a total of 33 custodial deaths 
have taken place in Jammu and 
Kashmir in the last five years.

The queries were raised in 
the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday 
in the ongoing winter session of 
parliament which include the 
details of custodial deaths dur-
ing the last five years and the 
steps taken by the Government 
to rectify the situation.

The Minister of State (MoS) 
in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) Nityanand Rai respond-
ed to the queries in the house.

In a written reply in the par-
liament, the More on P10

Tempers High In Cold Desert 
Over Interfaith Marriage
LBA Shoots Letter To 
LG, Allege Girl Forcibly 
Married; Converted
Auqib Javeed

SRINAGAR: Tension is brew-
ing one again in Zanskar are of 
Kargil district after a Buddhist 
girl connected to Islam and mar-
ried a Muslim man from Kargil.

According to reports, dozens 
of Buddhists on Wednesday 
in Zanskar came on roads and 
held a protest march against 

the alleged conversation.
On 01 December, the Ladakh 

Buddhist Association wrote 
to LG Ladakh Radha Krishna 
Mathur alleging that a Muslim 
youth from Padum Zanskar 
has what they call ‘forcibly’ 
married to a Buddhist girl.

The Association has de-
manded that the girl should be 
recovered and handed back to 
the family otherwise there are 
apprehensions of communal 
disturbances in the region.

The people has threatened 
to create a stir More on P10

IF THERE IS ANY CASE/FIR AGAINST 
any of the petitioner(s), police may go 
ahead with the investigation under rules and 
take it to its logical conclusion.” 

DENUDED TOSA MAIDAN: KO lens man Abid Bhat captures vandalism unleashed on green gold in the 
picturesque meadow.
























