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DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

FIR KO

Wednesday| 06-10-2021

CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.

Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE

All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories
Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979
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YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing and home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

Plumbing Jobs
AH Tube wells-                      9419006446
Amriz Services-                     7947411032
Valley Plumbers -                  7947130027
Shah Constructions-              7947130111
 Electric & Plumbing –          7947130256
Ajaz Plumber-                        6008402994

Carpenter  Jobs
Manpreet Sigh-                      9988612761
Mohammad Yaseen-              9419502845
Mohammad Ishfaq -               6064850094
Wasta Aashiq-                          606480982
Kuljit Singh-                          9906480421
Najjar Furniture Works-        9906598910
Umaid & Company-              7889686402
Suraj Joinery Works-             9906698804

Tutorials
Home Tutions
Excellent Coaching for,
9th,10th,11th &12th classes
Contact:-7006515740

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NEW CAMPUS, BEMINA, SRINAGAR.

ATTENTION PLEASE.

The candidate whose photograph is above reports that he /she has 
lost his/ her qualification certificate/s having the following descrip-
tion:-
ROLL NO: 154543,      CLASS: 10TH
 YEAR & SESSION : Annual/Pvt 2010       
   Regd No; A-9643599-1206
NAME  Imtiyaz Ahmed Bhat
FATHERS NAME  Gulzar Ahmed Bhat
MOTHERS NAME Hafiza Akhtar 
DATE OF BIRTH 15-08-1982
RESIDENCE Sarnar Anantnag
Now the candidate has, applied for issuance of DUPLICATE QUALIFI-
CATION CERTIFICATE/S. Before the case will be processed under rules, 
if somebody have any kind of objection in this regard he/she shall ap-
proach the office of the undersigned within 07 days from the date of 
publishing of this notice after expiring date no objection shall be en-
tertained.
(Besides, the losted “QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE”, bearing Serial No 
/s  10APKAM-6000817   be treated as “CANCELLED”).
No: -F (Certs-I-DQC)B/KD/20
Dated: -11-11-2021     
 Sd/=
      

Assistant Secretary
RNA   Certificates,KD

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

BRANCH OFFICE DOORU
PUBLIC NOTICE

The candidate whose photograph is pub-
lished in the daily newspaper is claiming to 
have lost his original marks card of class 11th 

issued by board of school education with the 
following particulars.
NAME: - AARIF AHMAD WANI
PARANTAGE: - MOHAMMAD RAFIQ WANI
MOTHERS NAME: - FAREEDA BANOO
R/O: - BAGWAN PORA VERINAG ANANTNAG
REGISTRATION No :- 20-ELIG-11TH-BOD-2017
ROLL NO: - 1186232
SESSION A/R2017YEAR 2017
Now the candidate has applied for its duplicate anybody (if) having 
any objection may file the same before the office of the undersigned 
within seven days (07) from the date of publication of this notice. 
Besides, the original marks card of the candidates is treated as 
cancelled. 

 Sd/=
 Officer Incharge 

RNA  Branch Office Doru

Division Of Veterinary Clinical Complex
Faculty of Veterinary Sciences and Animal Husbandry

shuhama, alusteng kashmir-190006

(iqbalyatoo@gmail.com; 9419598775)

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Applications on plain paper giving full details of the academic qualifications and research experience are invited for a 
position of JRF under DBT-BIRAC Funded Research Project “Development of vaccine for mycoplasmosis in goats” (BT/
AIR0l168/PACE-21/20). 

Position Junior Research Fellow (JRF) 

No. of positions 1 

Essential qualification  Masters Degree in Veterinary Medicine or as specified by DBT-BIRAC/
SKUAST-K*.

Desirable Working experience of Veterinary Medicine, research/publications on 
mycoplasma related work, laboratory protocols, animal experimentation and 
field/clinical case handling. Local residence. 

Emoluments As per DBT-BIRAC guidelines.

Date of Interview, Time and Venue Will be communicated to applicants.

Terms & Conditions of DBT-BIRAC/SKUAST-K will apply. 

Instructions for candidates:
The position is temporary and co-terminus with the project and the engaged candidate shall have no claim for absorption 
in the university.
� The nature of work requires serving in clinics, field and laboratory/office.
� Applications should reach the office of undersigned by or before 25.11.2021 up to 4:00 PM. 
� No separate notice/call letter shall be issued unless otherwise.
� Candidates are required to bring brief resume, original and photocopy of certificates (UG onwards) along with 
two passport size photographs.
� No TA / DA will be admissible to candidates for appearing in the interview.                                                                   

                                                                                       Sd/-
                                                                                       Dr. Mohd. Iqbal Yatoo

                                                                            Principal Investigator

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Daughter's DOB has been Wrongly mentioned 
in school record As 1/7/2013  instead of 4/4/2013 
now I have applied for correction, if any body have 
any objection may contact to headmaster Govt 
boys middle school Prangroo" within seven days 
after that no objection will be accepted. 

Applicant's name:- Ab Aziz Dar
Father of Gosia Jan, SULT
R/0:- Prangroo mawer



24
th

Tuesday 16 November 2021 | 10 Rabi ul Thani | 1443 Hijri | Vol:24 | Issue: 273 | Pages:12 | Price: `3

www.kashmirobserver.net twitter.com / kashmirobserver facebook.com/kashmirobserver Postal Regn: L/159/KO/SK/2014-2016

That which does 
not kill us makes us 

stronger

–  Friedrich Nietzsche

Widom

Soldier Killed As Car 
Rolls Into Gorge
JAMMU: An army personnel was 
killed and a civilian injured on 
Monday after a private vehicle 
skidded off the road and plunged 
into a deep gorge in Doda district of 
Jammu and Kashmir, officials said.
The accident took place on the Doda-
Bhagwah road near Bimna village 
when the driver �  More On P10

Fake SIM Card Racket 
Busted, 3 Held
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Police arrested three 
persons in Baramulla district, 
busting a racket involved in 
obtaining mobile SIM cards on fake 
documents, officials said Monday.
A police spokesman said 
incriminating �  More On P10

Shooting Stone 
Kills Elderly Man
SRINAGAR: An elderly man died on 
Monday after being hit by a shooting 
stone in Zunareshi Chowkibal area 
in Kupwara, officials said. They 
said that one Muhammad Yaseen 
Mir, 60, had taken sheep to nearby 
pastures for grazing. �  More On P10

Teen Biker Killed 
In Accident
POONCH: A 17-year-old 
motorcyclist was killed in an 
accident on Chajjla road in 
Mankote area of Mendhar in this 
mountainous district on Monday, 
officials said. They said a teenager 
identified as �  More On P10

Do You Get Your Copy of 

KASHMIR 
OBSERVER

Regularly?

 If Not

Irshad Ahmad: 7006276927

Contact Circulation Incharge:

+91 90865 17777 +91 1947969705
S M A R T  H O M E S

Buy Your Dream Home In Delhi
Luxury, ultra modern residential 
4,3,2 and 1 bedroom apartments 
at NFC-Khizrabad, New Delhi

Independent Luxury 
Villas at Kalindikunj, 
New Delhi

Ready to move in flats 
for middle income 
groups in South Delhi

BOOKING

OPEN

2 Militants, House 
Owner Killed In 
Hyderpora Shootout
Second Gunfight In City In Less Than 24 Hours

Kashmir 
Reels Under 
Sub-Zero 
Temperatures
Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Kashmir continued 
to reel under sub-zero night 
temperatures as the mercury 
settled on the freezing point 
in Srinagar late on Sunday, of-
ficials said.

Several areas in Kashmir 
were engulfed by a layer of 
fog on Monday morning as the 
mercury went below the freez-
ing point, they added.

Srinagar recorded a low of 
zero degree Celsius -- up from 
minus 0.9 degrees Celsius the 
previous night.

The officials said Pahalgam 
at a low of minus 4 degrees 
Celsius was the coldest place in 
Kashmir.

Gulmarg in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district recorded a 
minimum temperature of mi-
nus 1.6 degrees Celsius. The 
mercury at Kupwara in north 
Kashmir too settled at a low of 
minus 1.6 degrees Celsius.

Qazigund recorded a mini-
mum temperature of minus 1.2 
degrees Celsius, while Kokernag 
town in the south recorded a 
low of 0.4 degrees Celsius.

The wintry conditions in 
Kashmir have set in much ahead 
of the beginning of the extreme 
harsh weather conditions, 
which usually start around the 
third week of December.

"Chillai Kalan", the 40-day 
period of harsh winter in 
Kashmir, begins on December 
21 every year.   �  More On P10

J&K Transforming 
On Unprecedented 
Speed: LG

J&K Govt Notifies Transfer 
Of 1756 Posts To Ladakh

J&K Admin Staring At Bureaucratic Vacuum

J&K Reports 
3 More 
Covid Deaths
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus 
claimed lives of three more 
people on Monday while 108 
new cases of infection were reg-
istered in the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

According to officials, two 
more people Kashmir and one 
from Jammu succumbed to 
the deadly infection during the 
last 24 hours. With these three 
deaths, the fatality count has 
reached 4453—2179 in Jammu 
and 2274 in Kashmir.

About the fresh cases of 
virus, officials said, 89 were 
reported from the Valley and 
the remaining 19 from differ-
ent parts of Jammu division, 
taking the total number of 
people infected since the out-
break of pandemic last year 
in J&K to 334288.

In the Valley, �  More On P10

Goel Made DIG, Kumar SSP CID
‘To Be Deemed To Be Officers Of SIA’

Anil Koul to Head EDI

T
he Jammu and Kashmir government on Monday ordered 
transfer of an IAS officer and three JKAS officer in the interest of 
administration with immediate effect. According to an order issued 

by the government, Shiv Anant Tayal, IAS (CG:2012), awaiting orders of 
adjustment in the General Administration Department �  More On P10

Muslims Under Attack, Mosques 
Being 'Blown Up': Dr Farooq

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: Two unidentified 
militants were killed in an en-
counter with the government 
forces on Monday in the high 
security Hyderpora quarter of 
the city; less than 24 hours af-
ter a policeman was injured in 
a brief firefight in the old city.

Around 4:00 pm Monday, a 
joint operation was launched 
by police, army and Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in 
Hyderpora area which falls on 
the road connecting city cen-
tre with the Srinagar airport on 
the basis of specific intelligence 
inputs that two militants were 
hiding in a commercial build-
ing near Jamkash Vehicleades, 
a police officer told Kashmir 
Observer.

When the search team start-
ed advancing towards the sus-
pected militant hideout, the 
militants, according to the po-
lice opened fire in a bid to es-
cape from their dragnet.

“The joint team returned the 
fire, setting off an encounter. 

In the ensuing firefight, two 
unidentified militants were 
killed,” he said.

He further said that the iden-
tity of the slain was being ascer-
tained and the search operation 
was still going on in the area.

According to reports, the out-
break of the encounter in the  
area, triggered panic and forced 
the people to run for their lives.

The movement of transport 
on the Srinagar-Baramulla by-
pass was also hit. Huge traffic 
snarls were witnessed along 

the bypass with drivers and 
commuters trying hard to reach 
their respective destinations 
through alternative routes.

The killing of two unknown 
militants comes less than 24 
hours after a policeman was in-
jured during a brief encounter 
with militants and government 
forces in the Nawa Kadal area of 
the Old City.

Constable Maqbool Ahmed was 
injured on Sunday evening when 
militants fired upon a search team 
that was �  More On P10

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Monday 
notified 221 Gazetted and 1535 
Non-Gazetted posts transferred 
to Union Territory of Ladakh.

As per an order issued here, 
vide S.O. 339 dated 30.10.2020, 
apportionment of Assets, 
Liabilities and Posts of the 
erstwhile State of Jammu & 
Kashmir between the Union 
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Union Territory of Ladakh 
has been notified.

The SO provides for de-
tailed listing of additional 
325 Gazetted and 3000 Non-
Gazetted posts from the over-
all strength of Union territory 
of Jammu & Kashmir to the 
Union territory of Ladakh, 
reads the order.

“The matter regarding list-
ing of additional posts in the 

manner was taken up with 
the Union territory of Ladakh 
who vide communication No. 
UTL/GAD/22/2020(l) dated 
14.12.2020, provided the list of 
posts identified for their trans-
fer to the Union territory of 
Ladakh in terms of S.O 339 dat-
ed 30.10.2020,” the order said.

“Consequent upon the ap-
proval of the Competent 
Authority, vide Government 
Order No. 102-Edu of 2021 
dated 22.04.2021, the School 
Education Department has 
transferred 1284 Non-Gazetted 
posts (Teacher Grade II & III) to 
the Union territory of Ladakh, 
against 1320 Non-Gazetted 
posts listed by the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh,” the order reads 
further, adding, “in pursuance 
to the provisions contained 
in Annexure-I of the S.O 339 
dated 30.10.2020, the listing in 
respect of �  More On P10

Sets Target Of 2 Lakh Cases Under SES

I
n a move that could help educated, unemployed youth to earn their 
livelihood, the Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
on Monday set the target of two lakh cases for the Union Territory 

administration for sanctioning and financing under the self employment 
schemes. Chairing a meeting at Civil Secretariat here to review the status 
of self employment schemes with secretaries and senior �  More On P10

Observer News Service

Jammu: Claiming that Jammu 
and Kashmir was transform-
ing on an unprecedented scale 
and speed, the Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha said on Monday that 
improving people's living 
standards, reforming rural & 
urban infrastructure and un-
locking potential of women 
and youth from marginalized 
sections was top-most prior-
ity of his government.

Speaking in the first Janjatiya 
Gaurav Diwas to mark the cel-
ebration of Birsa Munda’s birth 
anniversary, at Kala Kendra 
here on Monday, the LG said 
that the sacrifices and con-
tribution of the Tribal com-
munity in the independence 

struggle are immense, incom-
parable and invaluable, an of-
ficial spokesperson said.

He said that the LG further 
stated that under the guid-
ance of PM, J&K is empower-
ing those who were discrimi-
nated against since ages.

“Apart from �  More On P10

HE ALSO URGED ALL THE THINKERS 
and artists of the society to come 
together with the Tribal Department to 

further enrich the tribal cultural heritage.”

36 JKAS Officers Set 
To Retire In 2022
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
is staring at a huge bureaucratic 
vacuum as 36 Jammu and Kashmir 
Administrative Service (JKAS) offi-
cers are set to retire next year, add-
ing more problems to the Union 
Territory administration facing 
shortage of officers.

According to official docu-
ments, 21 of the 36 JKAS of-
ficers will retire by the end of 
the months of January, March 
and April 2022, creating a huge 
vacuum in the administration.

Among the officers who will 
attain superannuation on January 
31 include, Muzaffar Ahmad Peer, 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner, Ganderbal, 
Mohammad Yousuf Mir, 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner, Shopian, 

Mohammad Yousuf Malik, 
Project Manager, Integrated 
water-shed management pro-
gramme, Samba, Shabir-ul-
Hassan, Assistant Commissioner, 
Revenue Budgam, Sat Paul 
Bavouria,  Additional Secretary, 
Civil Aviation Department, 
Mohammad Ashraf Dhobi, Joint 
Registrar Cooperative Societies 
(Special), Kashmir and Rafiq Ahmad 
Lone, Assistant Commissioner-
Revenue, Baramulla.

By the February end next year, 

three more officers —Farooq Ahmad 
Shah, Secretary Housing and 
Urban Development Department, 
Ashok Kumar Dogra, Additional 
Secretary, Cooperative Department 
and Shashi Bala, Deputy District 
Election Officer, Poonch.

In March 2022, Anu Radha 
Rani, Member J&K Special 
Tribunal, Jammu, Angrez Singh 
Rana, Managing Director, J&K 
Road Transport Corporation, 
Mohammad Yaqub Malik, Deputy 
Secretary, Home Department, 
Pritam Lal Atri, Member J&K 
Services Selection Board, Bashir 
Ahmad Lone, Vice-Chairman, 
Srinagar Development Authority, 
DC Bhatti, Chief Executive Officer, 
Tourism Development Authority, 
Lakhanpur-Sarthal and Mohammad 
Assadullah Rather, General Manager 
DIC, Baramulla will retire.

Seven more officers will retire 
in the following month. The of-
ficers include Mohammad Akbar 
Bhat, Deputy Director, Food civil 
Supplies and �  More On P10

Press Trust Of India

JODHPUR: Former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister Farooq 
Abdullah here on Monday urged 
the government to address the 
fears faced by Muslims, alleging 
that people from the communi-
ty are being attacked and their 
mosques "blown up".

He, however, did not cite any 
specific instance.

In an interaction with the 
media, Abdullah said the gov-
ernment will have to act as 
Muslims who are standing 
with India are being "killed".

He also sought a dialogue 
between India and Pakistan, 
saying it is the only "way out" 
for the problems between the 
two countries.

"When we see in the coun-
try, there are attacks on 
Muslims, they are being beat-
en up and mosques are being 

blown up," he said.
"The victim would be us, who 

are standing with India. We will 
be killed as we do not have any 
other place except India. We are 
equal but the situation building 
around is causing fear and they 
(government) will have to ad-
dress it," he said.

Referring to India-Pakistan 
relations, he said the dialogue is 
the only "way out" for all prob-
lems between �  More On P10

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Monday ordered the post-
ing of two IPS officers in 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID).

According to an order 
Atul Kumar Goel, IPS, DIG, 
Jammu-Kathua-Samba (JKS) 
range has been transferred 
and posted as DIG, CID, 
against an available vacancy.

Vivek Gupta, IPS, DIG 
Rajouri-Poonch Range, shall 
hold the additional charge of 

the post of DIG JKS Range, in 
addition to his own duties, 
till further orders, according 
to the order.

Shiv Kumar Sharma, JKPS, 
SO to DIG, JKS Range has been 
transferred and posted as SSP, 
CID, CIJ against an available 
vacancy.  Ashok Badwal, SO 
to ADGP, Jammu Zone, shall 
hold the additional charge 
of the post of SO to DIG, JKS 
Range, till further orders, ac-
cording to the order.

It further  �  More On P10
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Kashmir Observer lens man Abid Bhat captures a magnificent view of fiery Chinar leaves in the background of a lone Shikara 
anchored in the famous Dal Lake. 



04NEWS Tuesday | 16-11-2021

N E W S  M A K E R S

WASHINGTON had indicated that the Russian S-400 systems may trigger CAATSA sanctions(Reuters file photo)

Yet To Decide On Potential 
Waiver Of Sanctions 
Against India For S-400: US

ANI 

T
he United States has not 
made a determination 
on a potential waiver of 

sanctions against India for its 
purchase of the S-400 missile 
defence system from Russia, a 
state department spokesperson 
said, noting that the Countering 
America's Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) does 
not have a blanket or country-
specific waiver provision.

The Joe Biden administration 
also urges "all of our allies, part-
ners" to forgo transactions with 
Russia that risk triggering sanc-
tions under the CAATSA, the 
spokesperson said in response 
to reports that Russia has start-
ed delivering the S-400 to India.

India had signed a USD 
5.43-billion deal with Russia 
for the purchase of five S-400 
surface to air missile systems 
during the 19th India-Russia 

Annual Bilateral Summit in 
New Delhi in October 2019, for 
long-term security needs.

Washington had indicated 
that the Russian S-400 sys-
tems may trigger CAATSA 
sanctions. The CAATSA is a 
United States federal law that 
imposed sanctions on Iran, 
North Korea, and Russia.

CAATSA authorises the US 
administration to impose sanc-
tions on countries that purchase 
major defence hardware from 
Russia in response to Russia's 
annexation of Crimea in 2014 
and its alleged meddling in the 
2016 US presidential elections.

Amid calls from US senators 

to waive sanctions against In-
dia, the spokesperson clarified 
that the CAATSA does not have 
a blanket or country-specific 
waiver provision.

"We urge all of our allies and 
partners to forgo transactions 
with Russia that risk triggering 
sanctions under the Countering 
America's Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA). We have 
not made a determination on a 
potential waiver with respect to 
Indian arms transactions with 
Russia. CAATSA does not have a 
blanket or country-specific waiver 
provision," the spokesperson said.

"The US-India defence part-
nership has expanded signifi-
cantly in recent years, com-
mensurate with India's status 
as a major defence partner. We 
expect this strong momentum 
in our defence partnership to 
continue. We value our strate-
gic partnership with India," the 
spokesperson added. 

T
HE CAATSA IS 
a United States federal 
law that imposed 

sanctions on Iran, North 
Korea, and Russia.

US Military Hid Airstrikes 
That Killed Dozens Of 
Civilians In Syria

REUTERS

ROME: The US military covered 
up 2019 airstrikes in Syria that 
killed up to 64 women and chil-
dren, a possible war crime, during 
the battle against Daesh, the New 
York Times reported on Saturday.

The two back-to-back air-
strikes near the town of Baghuz 
were ordered by a classified 
American special operations 
unit tasked with ground opera-
tions in Syria, according to the 
report. The newspaper said that 
US Central Command, which 
oversaw US air operations in 
Syria, acknowledged the strikes 
for the first time this week and 
said they were justified.

In a statement on Saturday, 
Central Command reiterated the 
account it gave the newspaper 
that 80 people were killed in the 
strikes including 16 Daesh fight-
ers and four civilians. The military 
said it was unclear if the other 60 
people were civilians, partly be-
cause women and children could 
have been combatants.

In Saturday’s statement, the 
military said the strikes were 
“legitimate self-defense,” pro-
portional and that “appropriate 
steps were taken to rule out the 
presence of civilians.”

“We abhor the loss of inno-
cent life and take all possible 
measures to prevent them. In 
this case, we self-reported and 

investigated the strike accord-
ing to our own evidence and 
take full responsibility for the 
unintended loss of life,” Central 
Command said.

The number of civilians among 
the 60 fatalities could not be 
determined because “multiple 
armed women and at least one 
armed child were observed” in 
video of the events, it said, add-
ing that the majority of the 60 
were likely combatants. Central 
Command said the strikes took 
place while Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) were under heavy 
fire and in danger of being over-
run and the SDF had reported 
the area clear of civilians.

The Defense Department’s 
inspector general launched an 
inquiry into the March 18, 2019, 
incident, but its report was ulti-
mately “stripped” of any mention 
of the bombing and a thorough, 
independent probe never took 
place, according to the Times.

The newspaper said its report 
was based on confidential docu-
ments and descriptions of classi-
fied reports, as well as interviews 
with personnel directly involved.

An Air Force lawyer present in 
the operations center at the time 
believed the strikes were possible 
war crimes and later alerted the 
Defense Department’s inspector 
general and the Senate Armed 
Services Committee when no ac-
tion was taken, the Times said.

STUDY: Asteroid Orbiting 
Near Earth Probably 
Came From Moon

Agencies

I
n a major astronomical develop-
ment, a pool of scientists has iden-
tified what appears to be a small 

chunk of the moon that is tracking 
the Earth’s orbit around the Sun.

Despite being discovered in 2016, 
the asteroid called Kamo`oalewa is 
relatively little-known as yet.

However, new observations sug-
gest it could be a fragment from the 
moon that was thrown into space by 
an ancient lunar collision, reports 
The Guardian.

Kamo`oalewa is one of Earth’s quasi-
satellites, a category of the asteroid 
that orbits the Sun, but remains rela-
tively close to the planet – in this case 
about 9m miles away.

Despite being close in astronomical 
terms, the asteroid is about the size 
of a Ferris wheel and about 4m times 
fainter than the faintest star that can be 
seen with the naked eye. Consequently, 
the Earth’s most powerful telescopes 
are needed to make observations.

The findings were recently pub-
lished in the journal Communications 
Earth and Environment.

Using the Large Binocular Telescope 
on Mount Graham in southern Arizo-
na, astronomers found the spectrum 
of reflected light from Kamo`oalewa 
closely matched lunar rocks from 
Nasa’s Apollo missions, suggesting it 
originated from the moon. They had 
initially compared the light with that 

reflected off other near-Earth aster-
oids, but drawn a blank.

“I looked through every near-
Earth asteroid spectrum we had ac-
cess to, and nothing matched,” said 
Ben Sharkey, a PhD student at the 
University of Arizona and the pa-
per’s lead author. After missing the 
chance to observe Kamo`oalewa in 
April 2020 owing to a shutdown of 
the telescope during the coronavirus 
pandemic, the team found the final 
piece of the puzzle in 2021.

“This spring, we got much-
needed follow-up observations and 
went, ‘Wow it is real,’” Sharkey said. 
“It’s easier to explain with the moon 
than other ideas.”

The observations also showed 
Kamo`oalewa is in an unusual orbit, one 
that would be unlikely for objects that 
had drifted towards Earth from the as-
teroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.

The team is unsure how the piece 
of the moon came to be adrift in 
space, in part, because there are no 
other known asteroids with lunar 
origins. However, they narrowed 
down the timeframe for the violent 
event to have occurred between 
100,000 and 500 years ago.

Prof Stephen Lowry, an astrono-
mer at the University of Kent, said: 
“While not 100% conclusive, the 
team has made a strong case that 
Kamo`oalewa may indeed be a col-
lisional fragment from such a violent 
event [as a lunar collision].”

UK Offers Booster Jabs To 
Over-40S; Second Dose To 
16, 17-Year-Olds

Agence France-Presse

LONDON: Britain's booster 
programme for Covid-19 vac-
cinations is to be expanded to 
younger people after scientists 
gave the green light on Monday.

The UK government's Joint 
Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI) said 
all healthy adults aged 40-49 
should be offered a booster, six 
months after their second dose.

Previously, the booster pro-
gramme was limited to those aged 
50 and over, and the clinically vul-
nerable. Some 12.6 million Britons 
have received a third jab.

The JCVI also said that 16 and 
17-year-olds should now be of-
fered a second dose of the Pfiz-
er/BioNTech jab.

That age group had previously 
been offered only one dose in 
Britain, pending more data on 
the jab's safety in under-18s.

The expanded age groups 
covered by the new advice will 
"help extend our protection into 
2022", professor Wei Shen Lim 
of the JCVI said in a statement.

The UK launched the Western 
world's first mass vaccination 
campaign against Covid-19 in 
December 2020, about a year af-
ter the disease emerged in China.

But Britain's government has been 

repeatedly criticised for its response 
to the pandemic more generally.

So far, nearly 143,000 people 
have died in Britain within 28 
days of a positive test for Covid, 
the second-worst toll in Europe 
behind Russia.

But senior Conservative poli-
tician Oliver Dowden said the 
public could be confident of a 
more normal Christmas than 
last year, when the inoculation 
drive was still in an early stage.

"There are no plans to stop 
Christmas happening. The huge 
difference this time is the vac-
cine," the co-chairman of Brit-
ain's ruling party told Sky News 
earlier Monday.

"It is in our hands. If you get the 
booster when the call comes, that 
is the biggest wall of defence that 
we have against Covid."

Son Of Former Libyan Dictator Muammar Gaddafi Runs For President
Agencies

S
aif al-Islam Gaddafi, one of 
the sons of the former Libyan 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi, 

has confirmed that he is to run for 
the presidency of Libya in elections 
due to start on 24 December.

He registered his nomination 
in the southern city of Sebha, the 
High National Electoral Commis-
sion has confirmed.

Video showed him signing his 
papers, spectacled with a white 
beard, and with traditional brown 
robe reminiscent of his father’s 
clothes. It remains to be seen how 
much popular support he has in 
the country, or whether the in-
terest in his candidacy is largely 
based in western media.

His aides in London have for some 
time been suggesting that he will 
stand and insist that anyone who 

has read his remarks before his fa-
ther’s death would know that he has 
different politics from those of his 
father, who ruled the country until 
his death at the time of the over-
throw of his brutal regime in 2011.

The precise date and format of 
the presidential and parliamentary 
elections remains in dispute despite 

a meeting of world leaders in Paris 
on Thursday that called for the elec-
tions to go ahead on 24 December.

It is not known if he will be al-
lowed to stand. The High National 
Electoral Commission has deleted 
information saying he was seeking 
the required 5,000 nominations.

His election would also be resisted 

by Turkey, which has a large number 
of troops in the country and is refus-
ing to withdraw them despite Euro-
pean pressure. The Gulf states will 
back Saif, with some claiming that it 
would take Saudi pressure on France 
to see him win European backing.

More than 4 million people have 
been registered for the elections. It 
is likely the presidential election 
would lead to a runoff between the 
two top-placed candidates.

Saif al-Islam Gaddafi has spent the 
past decade out of public sight since 
his capture in 2011 by fighters from 
the mountain region of Zintan. At the 
time of the 2011 uprising he was cap-
tured at the desert outpost of Ubari 
before being taken to the mountain 
town of Zintan, where he was held by 
his captors while facing trial by video 
link in Tripoli in 2015 for his role dur-
ing the uprising. He was sentenced to 
death, but was released six years later.

Deputy Commander Of Anti-Terror Karbala 
Operation Killed In Iraq

Agencies

I
raqi sources say the deputy com-
mander of the anti-terror Karbala 
Operation has been killed in an 

ambush in Iraq.
Iraqi media outlets reported that 

Haider Hamoud al-Husseinawy was 
assassinated on Monday while he 
was heading from his workplace in 
the town of al-Nukhib in Anbar Prov-
ince to his home in Dhi Qar Province.

Baghdad Today cited a security 
source as saying that he was killed 
by “unknown” gunmen.

Meanwhile, Shafaq News said 
al-Husseinawy “died in mysterious 
circumstances.” No further details 
were immediately available.

The assassination was the second 
of its kind in the past few days.

On Thursday, Abdul-Zahra Nas-

sir al-Maleki, a member of the Iraqi 
intelligence apparatus, was killed by 
unknown gunmen.

The assailants, who were riding 
a motorcycle, opened fire on al-
Maleki’s car and fled to an unknown 
destination.

An Iraqi political alliance on Sat-
urday warned of US plots to assas-

sinate political and military figures 
in the country and pin the blame 
on resistance groups, after reports 
said the drones that recently tar-
geted the Iraqi premier’s house 
took off from the American em-
bassy in Baghdad.

“They know all Iraqi military and 
political officials; therefore, all of 
them are in danger,” Muhammad 
al-Baldawi, a member of the Fatah 
(Conquest) Alliance in the Iraqi par-
liament, said in an interview with 
al-Maloumah news agency, adding 
it is possible that the US military 
would target them and then accuse 
Iraqi groups, including the Popular 
Mobilization Units (PMU) or Hashd 
al-Sha’abi, of being involved as they 
did in the botched attempt against 
the life of Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi.

Turkey's Erdogan To Visit Iran To Sign 
Bilateral Cooperation Roadmap - Tehran

Agencies

MOSCOW: 15th November, 
2021) Iran expects to sign a 
roadmap of bilateral coopera-
tion with Turkey during the 
next visit of Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Teh-
ran, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian said 
on Monday.

Earlier in the day, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu arrived in the Iranian 
capital for an official visit and 
had a meeting with his Iranian 
counterpart.

"We have had fruitful ne-
gotiations on various regional 
and international issues. Dur-
ing the next visit of the Turkish 
president to Iran, a road map 
on cooperation between the 

two countries will be signed," 
Amirabdollahian said at a press 
conference with Cavusoglu.

The Iranian top diplomat 
added that both countries are 
determined to pay more atten-
tion to bilateral relations and 
fostering cooperation.

"Even in the pandemic pe-
riod, we have managed to keep 
and even boost trade," Amirab-
dollahian said.

The Turkish foreign minister 
is also expected to meet with 
Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si during the current visit.

"
WE HAVE HAD FRUITFUL NEGOTIATIONS ON VARIOUS regional 
and international issues. During the next visit of the Turkish president to Iran, a road 
map on cooperation between the two countries will be signed,"

Saudi Arabia Introduces 
Citizenship Program For 
'Talented' Foreigners

REUTERS

S
audi Arabia has granted citizen-
ship to a group of expatriates 
including doctors, clerics and 

academics, becoming the second 
Gulf Arab state to introduce a formal 
naturalization program for foreign-
ers with exceptional skills this year.

The announcement follows a royal 
decree issued last Thursday which 
grants citizenship to "experts and ex-
ceptional global talents" who will con-
tribute to the growth of the kingdom 
under its ambitious reform plans, state 
news agency SPA reported last week.

Foreigners in Saudi Arabia usually 
have renewable visas valid for only 
a few years and tied to employment.

The naturalization program will 
seek out individuals in Islamic 
scholarship, medicine, science, cul-
ture, sports and technology with a 
view to creating an "attractive en-
vironment" to cultivate and retain 

exceptional talent to help achieve 
Vision 2030 goals, SPA said.

Vision 2030 is a plan of reforms 
to create jobs and reduce the Saudi 
economy's dependence on oil.

According to local news reports on 
Monday, the group that was just natu-
ralized includes Muslim clerics who 
supported some of King Salman's ini-
tiatives on religious tolerance, finan-
cial experts, medical doctors and aca-
demics who specialize in engineering, 
chemistry and communications.

The move comes as Saudi Arabia 
seeks to become a regional commer-
cial hub and vie for foreign capital 
and talent. In January, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) announced a scheme 
that would grant citizenship to inves-
tors and other professionals including 
scientists, doctors and their families.

This followed a more flexible visa 
policy in recent years, offering longer 
residencies for certain types of inves-
tors, students and professionals.
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Shahi Imaam coming 
on peace mission 
Observer News Service 

S
RINAGAR: The Shahi Imaam of Delhi's Jamia Masjid, 

Syed Ah¬mad Bukhari,who is expected here next 

Monday, has talked to the Hizb supreme commander, 

Syed Salah-ud-Din over the telephone and apprised the 

latter of his intention to make an appeal to mili¬tants, India 

and Pakistan to cease fire so that the month of Rama¬dhan may 

pass in peace. The Shahi has said that bloodletting in Kashmir 

will never end. till governments of India and Pakistan sit with 

representatives of the Kashmiri people to work out a solution. 

Hizb spokesman in Muzaffarabad, Saleem Hashmi, told KPS 

on telephone that the Shahi Imaam had called-up Salah-ud-Din a 

few days ago and informed him of the objectives of his forthcom-

ing visit to Kashmir, and the intended cease-fire appeal. 

"Salah-ud-Din reminded the Shahi Imaam that the Hizb had 

placed its credibility and reputation at stake by announcing a 

uni¬lateral ceasefire on July 24 to facilitate a meaningful dia-

logue, but India, by its traditional obduracy and dilatory tactics 

had-squan¬dered the opportunity". 

It is India that will have to announce the cease-fire now and 

agree to trilateral talks, only then can militants consider this offer", 

Salah-ud-Din, according to the spokesman, told the Shahi Imaam. 

"The Hizb's understanding of peace is that India should call 

back its forces from Kashmir,allow Kashmiris to decide their own 

fate", Salah-ud-Din told Syed Abdullah Bukhari and emphasised 

that Hizb would not allow a betrayal of tre¬mendous sacrifices 

for a 'nominal peace'. Confirming that he had talked with Syed 

Salah-ud-Din over telephone, the Shahi Imaam told a local news 

agency NAFA of his concern at the security forces excesses on the 

civilian population. The Imaam disclosed that he had talked to 

Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani and was shocked to learn of 

the destruction in Wathura. He said that he would visit the stricken 

area during his visit to the Valley. He said that India and Pakistan 

should develop a conducive atmosphere for tripartite talks. In reply 

to a question he denied that his visit to Kashmir implied that he 

wanted to play a role in resolving the Kashmir issue. 

During his stay here Imam Bukhari will meet cross section 

of people barring the National Conference leadership because 

he be¬lieves the NC government is not a people's government. 

In a recent radio interview Bukhari had said that the NC 

was in power on a mere 5 per cent vote ignoring the 95 per 

cent of the elec¬torate which did not exercise its franchise. He 

had said he would start his tour on the 20th of this month with 

fateha khwani at the mazaar-e-shuhada in Eidgah. Shahi Imaam 

will confer with various political leaders on the Kashmir issue 

and will hold a press conference at the end of his visit. He does 

not plan to address rallies, but will interact with the public. 

(Kashmir Observer, November 16 , 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5: 38

ZUHR 12:14

ASR 4:52

Magrib 5:32

ISHA 6: 55

•	 1922 - Turkish kalief/sultan Mehmed VI asks British army 
for help. 

•	  1943 - World War II: American bombers strike a hydro-
electric power facility and heavy water factory in German-
controlled Vemork, Norway. 

•	  1945 - Founding of UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization). 

•	  1950 - Egyptian King Faruk demands departure of all Brit-
ish troops. 

•	  1962 - Kuwait adopts constitution (1st, Islamitic). 
•	  1965 - Venera 3 launched, 1st to land on another planet 

(crashes into Venus). 
•	  1973 - Skylab 4 launched into Earth orbit. 
•	  1982 - 5th space shuttle mission: Columbia lands at Ed-

wards Air Force Base after 5 days in space. 
•	  1982 - Space Shuttle Columbia completes its 1st opera-

tional flight. 
•	  1984 - 14th Shuttle Mission (51A) -Discovery 2- lands at 

Kennedy Center. 
•	  1988 - Pakistan’s Benazir Bhutto’s PPP wins 1st free Paki-

stani elections in 11 years. 
•	  1989 - UNESCO adopts the Seville Statement on Violence 

at the twenty-fifth session of its General Conference. 
•	  1993 - Russian President Yeltsin shuts Lenin museum. 
•	  2000 - Bill Clinton becomes the first U.S. President to visit 

Vietnam since the end of the Vietnam War. 
•	  2002 - Iraqi President Saddam Hussein says that he had 

to accept UN Resolution 1441 because the United States 
and Israel had shown their “claws and teeth” and declared 
unitlateral war on the Iraqi people. 

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
10  Rabi-ul Sani 
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Sad Demise

With profound grief,we inform the demise  of  Noor 
Mohammad kalla    s/o Abdul  Raheem   R/O          Haz-
ratbal       who left for heavenly abode on 15.11.2021. 
Deceased was a noble and kind soul.May Allah 
Grant him highest place in jannah. Aameen
   There will be  congregational fateh khawani on 
Thursday morning at 10:30 am 18-11-2022. .on their 
ancestral graveyard Hazratbal.                     .
Note:-womens are requested not to bring any kind 
of fruits or etc with them

Grief  stricken 
  Family

7006942215

Public Notice  

My address in my passport bearing PP N: J7209908 
has been wrongly entered as Sheikh Sajad Abdullah 
R/O Muninabad Salfia College Bypass Batamaloo 
Instead of Sheikh Sajad Abdullah R/O H. No: 65 
Hamdania Colony Sector-A Lane N: 2 Bemina Sri-
nagar. Now I am applyng for its correction, if any-
body has any objection he may contact  Passport 
Office Srinagar Within 7 days from the publication 
of this notice. After that n objectin shall be enter-
tained. 

Contact: 69006149120

Public Notice

I have lost my driving license bearing dl no 
JK0720180010140 on 10/11/2021. Now I have ap-
plied for the duplicte of the same if anybody hav-
ing any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of the RTO Kargl within 
a period of seven days from the date of publication 
of this notice. After that no objections hall be enter-
tained. 
Mohd Shafi  S/o Gh mohd 
R/o (A/P) Parnewa Budgam  
Permanent address police line kargil  194103
Phone number 6005767506  ajj

A Shikara stand anchored in Dal Lake as Aatish-e-Chinar hued autumn is gradually fading into winter in Kashmir.

Fire engines deployed in 
five major hospitals in City
Agencies

Srinagar: The Fire and Emer-
gency Services Department 
has deployed fire-fighters 
along with vehicles in Lal Ded, 
CD and other hospitals as a 
precautionary measure.

These hospitals have been 
provided facilities after short-
comings during fire audits in 
government hospitals endan-
gering the lives of the people.

According to the news 
agency the Fire and Emergen-
cy Services Department has 
completed fire audits of five 
major hospitals in Srinagar 
city including Skims Soura, 
Super Specialty Hospital 
Sheerin Bagh, Saddar Hospital 
Srinagar, Kashmir Nursing 
Home and other hospitals.

As per the recommenda-
tions, Lal Ded Hospital was 

directed to take some steps 
to prevent fire. But after 3 
years, the installation of the 
fire safety system has not been 
completed. In such a situation, 
a fire truck and 6 staff mem-
bers have been deployed at Lal 

Deed Hospital. A similar vehi-
cle will be stationed at CD Hos-
pital. As a precaution, the staff 
will be stationed in hospitals

Similarly, after the Fire 
and Emergency Department 
conducted a fire audit at Jawa-

harlal Nehru Memorial Hos-
pital, Rainawari 10 years ago, 
steps taken to prevent fire 
were not sufficient.

“No significant fire protec-
tion system has been set up at 
Rainawari Hospital for the last 
10 years,” the audit said—(KNO)

Lal Ded Hospital 
was directed to take 

some steps to prevent 
fire. But after 3 years, the 
installation of the fire 
safety system has not 
been completed. In such 
a situation, a fire truck 
and 6 staff members 
have been deployed at 
Lal Deed Hospital

'Those involved in 
illegal construction in 
city must be booked'
Agencies

Srinagar:- Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration Deputy Mayor has raised 
questions on the SMC Commissioner 
for the rampant illegal constructions 
which are going on in the city.

Deputy Mayor Parvez Qadri told 
Srinagar based news agency, that if 
police have framed the list of illegal 
constructions in the city, it should 
take action and register FIR against 
all those citizens and officials who are 
found involved in violation of law.

“At my level, I have been stop-
ping and demolishing illegal construc-
tions in the city since I was elected as 
deputy mayor. But the new SMC com-
missioner barred me from taking any 
action or stopping illegal construc-
tions in Srinagar,” Qadri said.

As per recent reports, Srinagar 
police have sent a list of 277 buildings 
to the Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC), which are being allegedly 
constructed illegally.

“SMC commissioner seems not 
interested in stopping the illegal con-
structions or taking action against 
the violators. We communicate to 
the commissioner time by time about 
the illegal constructions going on in 
the city, but he does not take action 
against them,” he added. (KDC)

Anjuman, Mirwaiz pay 
tribute to Sheikh Abdul 
Qadir Jeelani (RA)

KO NEWS DESK

Srinagar: Anjuman Auqaf Jama 
Masjid Srinagar on behalf of its 
head Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Dr Moulvi 
Muhammad Umar Farooq Monday 
paid tributes to the renowned saint 
and scholar of Islam, Hazrat Peeraan-
e-Peer Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jeelani 
(RA) on his urs.

Anjuman in a statement, termed 
the historic religious, da'wah, 
preaching and reformative services 
of Hazrat Mehboob-e-Subhaani (RA) 
towards Islam as an invaluable and 
unforgettable asset for the Muslims.

The Anjuman said the effects of 
the great spiritual revolution Hazrat 
Peeraan-e-Peer (RA) created through 
his character, deeds, and his sermons 
of goodness  can still be seen and felt 
around the Islamic world.

The solution to the many prob-
lems face by the Muslims today lies 
solely in following the teachings of 
Hazrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jeelani 
(RA) and our pious predecessors of Is-
lam sincerely in accordance with the 
instructions of Qur'an and Sunnah, 
the Anjuman Auqaf said.

KTM Demands Macadamization 
Of Parimpora Fruit Mandi

Locals Protest Against ‘Mess’ 
At Health Centre Mehjoor Nagar

Agencies

Srinagar: The Kashmir Traders and 
Manufactures (KTM) Monday held 
a joint protest at transport nagar 
Parimpora , demanding fulfilment of 
basic facilities  for the business hub 
of Srinagar ,which has been neglected 
for years .

Talking to news agency, Chief 
spokesperson of KTM and President 
of traders federation Parimpora Hi-
lal Ahmed Mandoo said that the fruit 
mandi which falls in this area is con-
sidered the largest mandi in Asia but 
on other hand is in dilapidated condi-
tion for the last 10 years.

“We have approached every con-
cerned authority from DC to LG, but 
to no avail,” Mandoo said.

“The particular area that includes 
transport nagar ,vinar factories , gen-
eral bus stand comprise almost 1000 
shops of the trade community , but un-
fortunately this area is invisible to the 
government,” he said.

“We requested LG administration 
last time, even the Divisional Commis-
sioner visited this area. It is also in the 
notice of Dc Srinagar Ajaz Asad.  We 
have even contacted Municipal Commis-
sioner Ather Amir   but unfortunately 
we are being ignored,” Mandoo said.

“We are not demanding stars from 

the sky, we only demand basic facili-
ties which are our right like roads, 
electricity and water. We have to use 
long shoes even in summer. Why   are 
we being ignored, aren’t we paying 
taxes. This road has become like a Dal 
lake,” he said.

“If administration is not going to 
take steps for our demands we have to 
choose other ways from our demands. 
We are traders, we don't believe in 
violence, we are citizens of India, we 
are tax paying citizens, why are being 
ignored. We request administration 
to fulfil our demand at earliest so that 
we can continue our business without 
hindrances,” he said—(KNO)

Agencies

Srinagar: Locals in Mehjoor Nagar 
area of Srinagar city Monday held a 
protest against the ‘mess’ and ‘mis-
management’ at Urban Health Centre.

    The lone staff member at the 
Centre was ironically transferred 
after his bosses came to know that 
he was too candid and informed the 
media about the mess prevailing at 
the Centre.

   Local protesters told the news 
agency that Urban Primary Health 
Centre exists by name only in such 
a vast area like Mehjoor Nagar area 
of Srinagar city. They said even a 
paracetamol tablet is not available 
in the centre. They alleged that 
Zonal Medical Officer Batamaloo has 

created a ‘mess’ in the Centre and 
has not been paying any attention to-
wards it citing Covid-19 engagements 
as reason.

   “We have to purchase every-
thing from outside as nothing is 
available at the Dispensary. This 
Dispensary was set up to take care of 
emergency cases, but we have to visit 
SMHS Hospital for everything,” said 
a local.

   At least six employees were 
posted at the Dispensary but after 
the outbreak of Covid-19 only one em-
ployee managed the said Dispensary.

  The locals appealed to Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha and 
Commissioner Secretary Health to 
look into the matter and take action 
against the officials for not listening 

to the people.
   When asked about the non-

availability of the medicine and staff 
in the Dispensary, the employee said 
that there is some problem in the 
System and a need to do something 
concrete to mitigate the sufferings of 
the people. The employee admitted 
that medicine is not available at the 
Dispensary.

   Dr Sameena-ZMO Batamaloo 
said that medicines may be avail-
able at the Dispensary. She advised 
to talk to Chief Medical Officer 
Srinagar. When asked why the said 
employee was transferred shortly 
after he talked to the media about 
the non-availability of the medicine, 
she said she doesn’t know anything 
about it.KNT
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Elections In UP

T
he Assembly elections due in five states early 
next year is charging up the political climate in 
the country. The home minister Amit Shah on No-
vember 12 kicked off his party’s preparations for 
the crucial Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh 

from Lucknow by addressing organisational functionaries 
from across the state. Shah reportedly told the gathering 
that the results of the 2022 UP elections would be crucial 
for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections saying that the route to 
victory in Delhi passes through Uttar Pradesh. In 2017, the 
BJP and its allies had won 325 Assembly seats.  Shah asked 
the state party unit to work towards an even bigger victory.  
He said that the SP, the BSP and the Congress together can’t 
defeat the BJP. 

Congress, on the other hand, has decided to go solo in Ut-
tar Pradesh and contest all 403 Assembly constituencies. 
Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi on Sunday 
ruled out any chances of a pre-poll alliance with political 
parties.  This is a big decision considering that the Congress 
has been doing well in Uttar Pradesh for three decades 
now. The Congress has also announced that 40 percent of 
the party’s tickets will be reserved for women this time. 
According to Priyanka, the “politics of hate” can be changed 
by more women joining politics.  Whether this would make 
any difference only the election outcome will tell.  

But for now it appears that it would be difficult to com-
pletely dislodge the BJP. An ABP-CVoter poll shows that the 
BJP will return to power in the UP but not without the party 
losing over 100 seats it won in the last state elections. In 
Punjab, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and Congress (INC) are 
locked in a neck-and-neck fight, but without either hitting 
the majority mark.  Goa, on the other hand, is set to go the 
BJP’s way. 

However, it would be the UP election that would be the 
centre of political attention. Its outcome, as the home min-
ister said, largely decides who rules in New Delhi. BJP thus 
would leave no stone unturned that it gets back to power 
in the state even if it loses a small chunk of seats.  For Con-
gress, it would be equally important to put up some decent 
showing to stay in the reckoning for 2024 national polls.  
The UP polls would also be a litmus test for caste-based 
parties like the SP and the BSP. The rise of Hindutva has 
swallowed most of their vote-bank. It will be interesting to 
see how these parties fare this time around.  

On India-Afghanistan 
Bilateral Relations

B
y holding the Third Regional Security Dialogue on Af-
ghanistan, chaired by NSA Ajit Doval this week, New 
Delhi has sent out three strong messages: one, that it 
wishes to remain an important and engaged player 
in the future of Afghanistan; second, that with the 

exit of U.S.-NATO troops, the ideal solution to the situation is 
through consensus in Afghanistan’s extended neighbourhood 
including Russia; and third, that the Afghan humanitarian 
crisis should be the region’s immediate priority and political 
differences can be set aside to help. It is the last message that 
spurred New Delhi to invite the NSAs from China and Pakistan, 
despite the LAC standoff and deep differences with the Imran 
Khan government over Kashmir and cross-border terrorism. By 
declining the invitation, Beijing and Islamabad have made it 
clear that they do not intend to assist India in its Afghan en-
gagement, further demonstrated by the Khan government’s 
churlishness in refusing India road access to send wheat and 
medicines to Kabul. To that end, the Delhi Declaration issued 
by the eight participating nations, including Iran and Russia, is 
a milestone in keeping India inside the discussion on Afghani-
stan. The declaration goes farther than the previous such re-
gional discussion of SCO countries in Dushanbe in September, 
in its strong language on terrorism, terror financing and radi-
calisation. It also expands on the need for an inclusive govern-
ment in Kabul that will replace the Interim Taliban regime, and 
promotes a national reconciliation process.

While the consensus over the Delhi Declaration is a credit-
able feat, it does not paper over all the differences between In-
dia and the other countries over their far stronger engagement 
with Kabul. For instance, Turkmenistan sent a Ministerial del-
egation to discuss connectivity with the Taliban, while Uzbeki-
stan accorded the visiting Taliban Deputy PM full protocol and 
discussed trade, transit and the construction of a railway line. 
Russia and Iran still maintain their embassies in Kabul, and a 
“Troika-plus” U.S.-China-Russia-Pakistan engagement is taking 
place with the Taliban Foreign Minister, in Islamabad this week. 
With the “normalisation” of ties with the Taliban regime grow-
ing, New Delhi must now consider how far it wishes to go in 
its engagement with Afghanistan. On the one hand, India has 
publicly held talks with Taliban officials twice and expressed 
solidarity with Afghans, but on the other has refused practically 
all visa seekers, made no monetary contribution to the humani-
tarian crisis there, and has made no bid to continue with plans 
for trade and connectivity with Afghanistan. India’s desire to 
lead the discussion on Afghanistan’s destiny, as demonstrated 
by the NSA dialogue, is a worthy goal for a regional leader, but 
can only be fulfilled once the Government defines more clearly 
what it wants its Afghan role to be, despite all its differences 
with the regime now in power.
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High Blood Pressure In Winters

T
hrough this news-
paper I wish to alert 
people that win-
ters trigger high BP. 
The temperature 

drop affects blood pressure 
directly and leads to high 

blood pressure. Kashmir has 
witnessed a spike in heart 
related accidents and dis-
eases especially in the young. 
Therefore, it is important to 
stay alert. High BP is often 
silent and may not translate 

into clear symptoms. There-
fore, it is advisable for all to 
keep managing and monitor-
ing their essentials. 

Winters are very unwelcom-
ing and harsh in Kashmir. We 
must also ensure that we keep 

warm and safe. Additionally, 
we must stay engaged in com-
munity efforts to make re-
sources available to those who 
need them. 

Our doctors must also raise 
awareness about the issue of 

high BP and tutor the general 
populace about how to moni-
tor these. Local PHCs must also 
stay alert and raise awareness 
in respective areas. 

Suhail Sami

Watching Glasgow 
From Kashmir

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat 

“
We are digging our own 
graves”, UN Chief António 
Guterres cautioned the world 
in Glasgow at the COP26 sum-
mit recently. He forewarned 

world leaders about humanity’s con-
tinuous addiction to fossil fuels which 
threatens to push life and the planet 
to the brink through continuous glob-
al warming. 

The UN Secretary General took to the po-
dium with a very blunt opening remark: 

“The six years since the Paris climate 
agreement have been the six hottest 
years on record. Our addiction to fossil 
fuels is pushing humanity to the brink “

Guterres reminded us that sea-level 
rise is double the rate it was 30 years 
ago, that oceans are hotter than ever, 
and parts of the Amazon rainforest now 
emit more carbon than they absorb.

The situation is disturbing in the 
Himalayan region as well because gla-
ciers are receding and plastic waste 
continues to be dumped unscien-
tifically in forests and water bodies. 
This was also viewed seriously at the 
COP26 summit. In-fact ,this has been 
going on for a while now, especially 
the unscientific waste management 
and deforestation happening in Kash-
mir under the garb of development.  

Glasgow Pact  

COP which means Conference of 
Parties is the annual UN climate 
change conference that has been held 
for the last 26 years. This summit is 
attended by the countries that signed 
the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
treaty that came into force in 1994. 
This year’s conference i.e COP26 sum-
mit came to an end at Glasgow Scot-
land only a few days back. The con-
ference that was held between 1st to 
13th November was hosted in part-
nership between the UK and Italy. 
The conference was held a year later 
than planned due to delays caused by 
the COVID 19 pandemic.

The Glasgow Climate Pact is the first 
ever climate deal to explicitly plan 
to reduce coal, considered to be the 
worst fossil fuel for greenhouse gases. 
The deal also presses for more urgent 
emission cuts and promises more 
money for developing or under-devel-
oping countries to help them adapt to 
climate impacts. But the pledges don't 
go far enough to limit temperature 
rise to 1.5 degree Celsius. 

A commitment to phase out coal 
that was included in earlier negotia-
tion drafts led to a dramatic finish af-
ter India and China led opposition to 
it. India's Environment Forests and 
Climate Change Minister Bhupender 
Yadav asked how developing coun-
tries could promise to phase out coal 
and fossil fuel subsidies when they 
still have to deal with their develop-

ment agendas and poverty eradica-
tion. In the end, countries agreed to 
"phase down" rather than "phase out" 
coal, amid expressions of disappoint-
ment by some. COP26 President Alok 
Sharma said he was "deeply sorry" for 

how events had unfolded.

Who is Alok Sharma ?

Alok Sharma was hardly a household 
name in Britain, let alone the rest of the 
world, when appointed to lead the UN 
climate talks in Glasgow. Born in 1967 
at Agra Uttar Pradesh , Alok Sharma is 
a British politician who served as Presi-
dent for COP 26. He moved to London 
with his father when he was only 5. 
Sharma is also the Minister of State in 
the British Cabinet office. He has been 
an MP from Conservative party repre-
senting the Reading West constituency 
since 2010. In PM Theresa’s May’s Govt 
Sharma was the Minister of State for 
Housing from 2017 to 2018 and then 
Minister of State for Employment from 
2018 to 2019. In 2020 he was appointed 
to the Cabinet, by PM Boris Jhonson as 
Secretary of State for International De-
velopment. He was promoted to Secre-
tary of State for Business , Energy , and 
Industrial Strategy in the 2020 cabinet 
reshuffle. Alok Sharma’s father Prem 
Sharma was also into politics who was 
involved in Conservative politics in 
Reading and became chairman of the 
Berkshire area of Conservatives.

India and COP 26 summit

At the COP26 climate summit in 
Glasgow earlier this month, Prime 
Minister Modi said India will achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2070. This was 
one of the five major commitments 
or paanch amrit he made on behalf of 
India, to mitigate climate change. The 
rest commitments are as under: 

•	 India will bring its non-fossil en-
ergy capacity to 500 GW by 2030

•	 India will bring its economy's 
carbon intensity down to 45 per 
cent by 2030

•	 India will fulfil 50 per cent of its 
energy requirement through re-

newable energy by 2030
•	 India will reduce 1 billion tonnes 

of carbon emissions from the to-
tal projected emissions by 2030

By not signing a treaty on stopping use 
of the coal, halting and reversing forest 
loss and land degradation by 2030 the 
climate activists and environmentalists 
in India have been disappointed a lot 
which put a question mark on the Modi 
Govt’s climate change policies. 

What Nations can do ?

United Nations has set several tar-
gets to counter climate change which 
includes strengthening resilience and 
adaptive capacity to climate-related 
hazards and natural disasters. Every 
country in the world needs to inte-
grate measures into national policies, 
strategies and planning. They need to 
improve education and institutional 
capacity on climate change mitiga-
tion, adaptation, impact reduction and 
early warning. The Himalayan nations 
like India , Pakistan, Bhutan or Nepal  
need to implement the commitments 
made under the UN convention on cli-
mate change (UNCC). The developed 
countries need to ensure mobiliz-
ing  funds from all sources to address 
the needs of developing countries in 

the context of meaningful mitigation 
actions and transparency on imple-
mentation and fully operationalize 
the Green Climate Fund (GCF)through 
its capitalization as soon as possible. 
The developed or even the developing 
countries need to promote mecha-
nisms for raising capacity for effec-
tive climate change-related planning 
and management in least developed 
countries and small island developing 
states, including focusing on women, 
youth and marginalized communities.

Declaration on forests & land use 

During the COP 26 summit an ambi-
tious declaration was initiated by the 
United Kingdom to halt deforestation 
and land degradation by 2030. This 
is being referred to as the Glasgow 
Leaders Declaration on Forests and 
Land Use. India did not sign this, as it 
objected to trade being interlinked to 
climate change and forest issues in the 
agreement. The declaration recognises 
that to meet our land use, climate, bio-

diversity and sustainable development 
goals, both globally and nationally, will 
require transformative further action 
in the interconnected-areas. It was re-
solved that sustainable production and 
consumption be ensured and to sup-
port small farmers Indigenous People 
and local communities, who depend 
on forests for their livelihoods and 
have a key role in their stewardship. 

This has in-fact already been recog-
nized by Govt of India under the Forest 
Rights Act (FRA 2006 ) but unfortu-
nately the FRA is still not being imple-
mented in letter and spirit in India, as 
less than 10 % of tribals and other tra-
ditional forest dwellers have benefited 
from this legislation in the last 15 years 
across  Indian states. The law was ex-
tended to J&K post article 370 abroga-
tion and it seems to be an ardent task to 
see its implementation in this Himala-
yan region of Jammu & Kashmir. 

The Glasgow declaration on forests 
and land use helps to achieve a bal-
ance between anthropogenic green-
house gas emissions and to adapt to 
climate change, and to maintain other 
ecosystem services. The declaration 
was signed by 141 nations including 
the UK, US, Russia and China. These 
nations have committed 12 billion US 
dollars in public funds from 2021-25.

Major Highlights of the Declaration:
Conservation: Conserve forests and 

other terrestrial ecosystems and ac-
celerate their restoration.

Sustainable Development: Facilitate 
trade and development policies, in-
ternationally and domestically, that 
promote sustainable development 
and sustainable commodity produc-
tion and consumption.

Building Resilience: Reduce vulner-
ability, build resilience and enhance 
rural livelihoods, including through 
empowering local communities. 

Recognising Indigenous Rights: The 
development of profitable, sustain-
able agriculture, and recognition of 
the multiple values of forests, while 
recognising the rights of Indigenous. 
India, Argentina, Mexico, Saudi Arabia 
and South Africa are the only 5 20 na-
tions that did not sign the declaration.

Conclusion

Finally, a new global climate deal 
has been signed at the COP26 climate 
summit. But at the conclusion of the 
summit, President of the conference 

Alok Sharma seemed to 'fight back 
tears' as the leader apologised for a 
last-minute change on the wording 
over coal. At a time when emphasis 
is put on conservation of forests and 
strengthening the land use policy, the 
decisions taken by amending or re-
pealing Jammu & Kashmir’s land laws 
violates the Indian’s National Land 
Use Policy 2013. Transferring 24000 
kanals (3000 acres) of forest or ag-
ricultural land for industrial growth 
violates sustainable development 
goals/SDGs (SDG-13). This indeed tan-
tamounts to digging our own graves. 

Views expressed in the article are 
the author's own and do not neces-

sarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen 
Fellow. He had done PG Diploma in 
Climate Action from Anant National 

University Ahmedabad

ON 
COP26

UN Chief’s Stark Message To World Community 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow on November 1Phil Noble/ Reuters

AT A TIME WHEN 
emphasis is put on 
conservation of forests and 

strengthening the land use policy, 
the decisions taken by amending or 
repealing Jammu & Kashmir’s land 
laws violates the Indian’s National 
Land Use Policy 2013. Transferring 
24000 kanals (3000 acres) of forest 
or agricultural land for industrial 
growth violates sustainable 
development goals/SDGs (SDG-13)

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT SUSTAINABLE 
production and consumption be ensured and to support small 

farmers Indigenous People and local communities, who depend 

on forests for their livelihoods and have a key role in their stewardship. 

This has in-fact already been recognized by Govt of India under the 

Forest Rights Act (FRA 2006 ) but unfortunately the FRA is still not 

being implemented in letter and spirit in India
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E
xpressing oneself is both 
an art and a skill. Not all 
are versed and acquaint-
ed with it. Being good at 
rhetoric and eloquence 

can make success and popularity 
come to fruition. However, when 
nuances of words become nuisanc-
es, it is better to sing songs with no 
lyrics. And one must remember 
that silence is better than a misuse 
of the tongue.

A lot of wise people have broken 
their silence in praise of silence. In 
the words of Will Rogers, “Never 
miss a good chance to shut up.” 
One must acknowledge the fact that 
though it seems counterintuitive, 
yet silence is sometimes louder and 
more powerful than speech. This 
is more suitably the stance to take 
when one knows not what words to 
substitute for silence. In the absence 
of a good and well-knit speech, si-
lence could be a more befitting 
choice. In the words of Ansel Ad-
ams, “When words become unclear, 
I shall focus with photographs. 
When images become inadequate, I 
shall be content with silence.”

Strangely enough, the tongues 

seem to be outnumbering the ears. 
All tongues seem to be wagging like 
anything. Most ears appear to have 
been deafened. And all but a few 
ears seem to have been lent to the 
tongues. The art of listening ought 
to be mastered naturally and this 
skill must be harnessed before one 
masters the skill of speaking. 

Misunderstanding is often a result 
of hasty judgements, unverified re-
porting and irresponsible misuse of 
the tongue. Delaying judgements, 
scrutinizing reports and responsibly 
choosing one's words is the need of 
every hour. Silence is a panacea to a 
plethora of behavioral ailments. 

To Francis Bacon, "Silence is the 
sleep that nourishes wisdom.” To 
Thomas Carlyle, “Speech is silver, si-
lence is golden.” And to Lau Tzu, “Si-
lence is a source of great strength.” 
It seems difficult to overstate the 
importance of silence in a restless 
and maddening world.

Now, if by silence, we mean dis-
cipline, the tongue is not the only 
organ to watch out for. The heart is 
to be silenced from wanting the un-
realistic and desiring the immoral; 
the eye is to be silenced from watch-

ing the immodest and goggling the 
opposite; and the hand is to be si-
lenced from making objectionable 
gestures and grabbing what belongs 
to others.

It is pertinent to mention that the 
tongue is a reflection of the brain 
and the heart. A thought or an emo-
tion can affect one's choice of words. 
An uneducated and corrupt heart 
can lead to a spoiled tongue and a 
selfish idea can lead to a sabotage of 
peace. A spoiled tongue spits more 
venom than saliva. It has the poten-
tial to wreak every kind of havoc. 
One must remember that a spark 
neglected could burn the house. 

Having praised silence, one should 
not and must not take it to mean that 
one must always be a mute specta-
tor and not be well-versed with the 
judicious and artful use of the gift of 
gab. One may, on a jocular note argue 
that silence is sometimes a thing that 
is detested the most for a newborn’s 
silence and the silence of a loved 
one can be signs of danger and that 
of frustration. The reader, however, 
needs to understand that silence is 
more often a virtue than a vice. 

Rumi is said to have said, “The qui-

eter you become the more you are 
able to hear.” 

As a middle path, silence and 
speech ought to be used comple-
mentary to each other. An intelli-
gent role-play of silence and speech 
is precisely what the doctor pre-
scribes. The Greek polymath, Py-
thagoras is reported to have said, “A 
fool is known by his speech; and a 
wise man by silence.” 

Let silence be the default, es-
pecially when your words are no 
likely to be better. Let words by the 
choice when they are likely to result 
in more good than harm. Regard-
ing the need to exercise silence, 
Federico Fellini said, “If there were 
a little more silence, if we all kept 
quiet, maybe we could understand 
something.” In the words of Charles 
Colton, “When you have nothing to 
say, say nothing.” And as per Epicte-
tus, “Keep silence for the most part, 
and speak only when you must, and 
then briefly.”

The authors are Assistant Profes-
sor Govt. Degree College Sopore 
and Sr. Assistant professor Govt. 

Degree College Sopore respectively

In Praise Of Silence
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HAVING 
PRAISED 

silence, one should 

not and must not 

take it to mean that 

one must always be a 

mute spectator and 

not be well-versed 

with the judicious 

and artful use of the 

gift of gab. One may, 

on a jocular note 

argue that silence is 

sometimes a thing 

that is detested the 

most for a newborn’s 

silence and the 

silence of a loved one 

can be signs of 

danger and that of 

frustration. The 

reader, however, 

needs to understand 

that silence is 

more often a virtue 

than a vice

Firdous Ahmad Mala and Rouf Ali

Remembering Bhaijaan — The Victim Of Delayed Diagnosis
Last Year, Amid Covid-19 Fret, Many People Lost Their Lives Due To 

Delayed Diagnosis. Among Them Was My Uncle.

A
t a time when Kashmir is 
apparently bracing itself 
for the possible third viral 
wave, the scars of the first 
and second wave are yet 

to heal for those who lost their loved 
ones in pandemic.

What terrified this feeling was the 
widespread fear of COVID-19 that 
disrupted the ideal way of mourning 
in Kashmir and thus made the curt 
farewells even more traumatic expe-
riences in the valley.

The pain of separation becomes 
further distressing when one realiz-
es how the brutal bug ended up tak-
ing lives by denying them the timely 
treatment. One such Covid casualty 
was my beloved Bhaijaan, Manzoor 
Ahmad Wani.

Bhaijaan was a hale and hearty 
person before he was rendered a 
pale and haggard bedridden patient 
awaiting his end. His wit was his 
weapon and he used it to the hilt to 
spread smiles and bring laughter in 
the lives of people around him. 

Even during pandemic when the 
indoor life became a disquieting 
routine, he was trying hard to boost 
the morale of his family and friends. 
But while making others laugh, he 
never knew that he would be soon 
craving for some light moments in 
his life.

Bhaijaan was suffering from intes-
tinal ailment which was not diag-
nosed well on time, as no tests could 
be done due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Most of the health centres 
had become the Covid-designated 
facilities and due to the fear of coro-
navirus, doctors were reluctant to 
see patients for several months. In 
the face of this, the family was un-

aware of his disease. 
Finally, when the disease was diag-

nosed by October 2020, it had done 
a lot of damage already.

After that the man forgot to spread 
smiles and withered like a flower in 
the fall of his life. 

On November 15, 2020, Bhaijaan, a 
resident of Shalimar Srinagar, left for 
the heavenly abode. He’s survived 

by his widow Aasima Manzoor, son 
Hamza, daughters Khatija and Kul-
soom. He was 57.

Bhaijaan was a businessman by 
profession and would always be re-
membered for his social works and 
easygoing nature. 

While one can measure time, but 
cannot measure loss, his family is 
marking his absence by upholding 

his memory. 
And that remembrance is a power-

ful thing which makes the human 
connection with the fallen even 
stronger.

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an 
Acumen Fellow. He had done PG 

Diploma in Climate Action from Anant 
National University Ahmedabad

BHAIJAAN WAS 
SUFFERING FROM 

intestinal ailment 
which was not 
diagnosed well on time, 
as no tests could be 
done due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Most of the health 
centres had become the 
Covid-designated 
facilities and due to the 
fear of coronavirus, 
doctors were reluctant 
to see patients for 
several months. In the 
face of this, the family 
was unaware of his 
disease

By Raja Muzaffar Bhat

OBITUARY

NOW, IF BY SILENCE, WE MEAN 
discipline, the tongue is not the only organ to watch 

out for. The heart is to be silenced from wanting the 

unrealistic and desiring the immoral; the eye is to be silenced 

from watching the immodest and goggling the opposite; 

and the hand is to be silenced from making objectionable 

gestures and grabbing what belongs to others



PDP Demands 
Blacklisting Of Datar 
Security Services
Deduction Of Salaries By The Private 
Security Firm Led To Protest By Guards 
Deployed At JK Banks

67% Covid Deaths 
Were Unvaccinated
Fully Vaccinated Form Only 11% Of 
Death Toll In Three Months

13 Percent Of Sanctioned 
Additional Classrooms In 
J&K Yet To Be Built: GoI

Admin Launches 10-Point 
Campaign To Effectively 
Implement Welfare Schemes 

KO NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: The PDP on Monday 
demanded the blacklisting of 
private security firm Datar Se-
curity Services, which has been 
contracted by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank, for unfair treat-
ment of its employees.

PDP leader and Coordinator for 
Central Kashmir Shahnawaz Mir 
said that he would go for hunger 
strike if security guards are not 
given salary as per the Minimum 
Wages Act. He also demanded 
blacklisting of the Datar Security 
Servies company.

The security company man-
ages security at various branches 
and ATM kiosks of the J&K Bank. 

Earlier, Kashmir Observer ex-
plained in detail the nature of 
violation of the Minimum Wages 
Act by the private firm.

In violation of the law, the 
guards’ salaries have been cut 
down to a paltry sum of Rupees 
5,500 per month.

Classified as highly-skilled and 
skilled workers, armed and un-
armed guards employed by the 
private firm were aghast when 
the company’s management in-
formed them of salary cuts.

In protest, dozens of guards 
affiliated with the private com-
pany recently  held a protest 
demonstration in Srinagar. Simi-
lar protests by bank guards was 
held in the Jammu city as well.

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Government of 
India (GoI) has said that construc-
tion in more than thirteen per-
cent of additional classrooms that 
were approved till March 3, 2021 
was yet to be taken up by the 
School Education Department.

The official documents ac-
cessed by a local news agency 
reveals that at least 13.57 per-
cent of additional classrooms 
were yet to be taken up by the 
department.

“In Jammu and Kashmir, ap-
proval for construction of at 
least 24,874 additional class-
rooms was given by the GoI till 
March-03-2021 wherein con-
struction of 3377 was yet to be 
taken by the School Education 
Department; besides, construc-
tion of 1899 additional class-
rooms was also under-construc-
tion,” it reads.

It further states that the con-
struction for 19,598 additional 
constructions was completed.

Likewise, the documents 

state that a total of 10,654 pri-
mary schools were sanctioned 
for Jammu and Kashmir till 
March-03-2021 out of which 
only 9411 were completed.

“Among the total primary 
schools sanctioned, construction 
was yet to start for 1087 schools 
while 156 were still under con-
struction,” it reads.

Earlier, the pending construc-
tion of hundreds of elementary 
level institutions that were ap-
proved in 2015 upto the 8th 
standard.

The Department of School Ed-
ucation and Literacy (DSEL), GoI 
in an annual meeting of Project 
Approval Board (PAB) with the 
Ministry of Education (MoE) had 
said that construction in more 
than ten percent of primary and 
upper primary schools was yet 
to be taken up by the Jammu and 
Kashmir government.

The GoI has asked the Jammu 
and Kashmir School Education 
Department to surrender all the 
school buildings which await ex-
ecution over the past seven years.

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir 
administration on Monday unveiled 
a ten point campaign aimed at en-
suring effective implementation 
of flagship and other government 
schemes at the grassroots level, of-
ficials said.

The various district administra-
tions of J&K will launch a public out-
reach campaign to raise awareness 
and highlight the schemes being 
implemented to empower the com-
mon man, officials added.

According to officials, the objec-
tive of the campaign is "to achieve 
quantifiable results within specific 
timelines, in an effort to touch the 
lives of ordinary citizens at grass-
roots level."

They added: "The overarching 
campaign shall include targeted 
delivery of health insurance among 
the rural population, quantifiable 
panchayat-wise self employment, 
installation of functional household 
tap water connection to eight lac 
houses, besides mass public pro-
grammes to facilitate Jan Bhagidhari 
(public participation) by making 
government processes more trans-
parent, easily accessible."

The administration identified its 
focus points in ten separate cam-
paign mottos:

"Aapki Zameen Aapki Nigrani" 
intended at ensuring landholders 
are able to access their land re-
cords; "Yogyata Se Rojgar Mahot-
sav" to celebrate merit and felicitate 
newly appointed Class-IV persons 
at the Panchayat level to motivate 
youths; "Janta Ki Scheme-Janta ki 
Bhagidari" focused on improving 
access online details of all ongo-
ing works in an area/village; "One 
Person One Golden Cards" aimed 
at distribution of 58 lakh "Golden 
cards" at Panchayat level within 
two months; "Har Ghar Nal Se Jal" 
with the goal of providing eight lakh 
houses with tap water supply with-
in one month; "Berojgar Se Swa-
Rojgar" campaign to identify and 
provide self employment to at least 
5 persons in every panchayat and 
overall two lakh in the entire J&K; 
"Har Kam Ki Shuruat" campaign 
to ensure 100% tender allotment is 
done within a month with respect 
to identified works in District Plans; 
"Har Gaon Swachh Gaon" aimed at 
enhancing implementation of Vil-
lage Action Plans for waste man-
agement as well as door to door 
waste collection across the region; 
"Har Gaon Hariyali" as a motto for a 
green J&K eyeing one crore planta-
tion across all panchayats; and "Har 
Ghar Dastak" campaign ensure 100 
percent vaccination.

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Around 67 percent 
deaths reported in Kashmir val-
ley in the last three months were 
those of unvaccinated persons 
while around 11 percent deaths 
reported were fully vaccinated 
with two shots.

A top health official told a lo-
cal news agency that since last 
three months around 67 percent 
deaths reported were unvacci-
nated, around 22 percent par-
tially vaccinated and around 11 
percent fully vaccinated.

He said that since 27 August, 
among the deaths that were re-
ported in Kashmir division 18 
were unvaccinated, six were par-
tially vaccinated and three were 
fully vaccinated.

He said that cases reported in 
the same period include 42 per-
cent unvaccinated, 35 percent 
fully vaccinated and the rest par-
tially vaccinated.

“Though 42 percent and 35 
percent is a comparable figure, 
mortality has a huge difference as 
around 67 percent deaths were 
unvaccinated and just 11 were 
fully vaccinated,” an official said.

On how fully vaccinated peo-
ple are dying, officials said that 
fully vaccinated people remain 
complacent and don't report to 
the hospital on time after catch-
ing the virus.

“It is a mask and other Covid 
appropriate behaviours which 
can stop transmission of the vi-
rus and not the vaccination. Vac-
cination decreases severity but 
people shouldn't remain com-
placent and should report to the 
hospital once they have symp-
toms of Covid-19,” he said.

He added that despite the 
surge in Covid-19 cases in the 
last few weeks, the hospitality 
rate hasn't increased so much as 
was witnessed in the initial stage 
of the second wave.
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In Remote Gurez, Unsafe Childbirth Cause Of Concern

JK EDI Gets Full 
Time Director

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR:  After more than five 
months, the Jammu & Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute (J&KEDI) on Monday 
finally got a full-fledged director.

As per the government order, 
two Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministrative officers (JKAS) were 
transferred on Monday with Anil 
Koul appointed as a new director 
of JKEDI.

"Anil Koul, JKAS, awaiting or-
ders of adjustment in the Gen-
eral Administration Department, 
is posted as Director, Entrepre-
neurship Development Institute, 
J&K, relieving Mehmood Ahmad 
Shah, JKAS, Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir of the 
additional charge of the post. 
He shall also hold the charge of 
the post of Executive Director, 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute, J&K, till further orders," 
reads the order, a copy of which 
lies with the news agency—

Kashmir News Observer (KNO).
"Mohammad Mumtaz Ali, 

JKAS, awaiting orders of adjust-
ment in the General Adminis-
tration Department, is posted 
as Director, Rural Development, 
Jammu, relieving Rakesh Kumar 
Srangal, JKAS, Director, Panchaya-
ti Raj, J&K of the additional charge 
of the post," the order said.

After the retirement of G M 
Dar as director EDI, Surat Singh 
was given additional charge of 
Executive Director, however, 
with no DDO powers the em-
ployees besides the unemployed 
youth whose files were lying on 
the table of Director.

Later in October this year Mah-
mood Ahmad Shah was given 
the additional charge of director 
EDI after which salaries of the 
employees were released while 
a few files of the unemployed 
youth were also signed.

However, after around 165 
days, EDI has got a full-fledged 
director.

KO NEWS SERVICE

GUREZ: After listening to 
the gory tales of how many 
women lost their babies 
during childbirth in absence 
of gynaecologist, Suraya Be-
gum is trying to ensure that 
her baby is delivered at the 
District Hospital in Ban-
dipora, nearly 90 kilometers 
away on the other side of a 
mountain.

A resident of Bagtore in 
Gurez, a village near the 
Line of Control, Suraya said 
the lack of medical facilities 
and shortage of gynaecolo-
gists in Gurez, a region that 
is expected to be snowbound 
soon, has caused anxiety to 
mothers like her.

Gurez remains cut off from 
the district headquarters for 

almost six months due to 
heavy snowfall in the area. 
Suraya’s delivery is expected 
within a month.

As such, she is trying to 
reach out to the concerned 
authorities to ensure her 
baby is delivered in Bandi-
pora instead. "I have advised 
my family that I will not stay 
in Gurez during my deliv-
ery,” a local news agency 
quoted her as having said.

“When a pregnant woman 
goes to a sub-district hos-
pital in Gurez, she finds 
out how poor the facilities 
there are for us. My heart 
was pounding as I heard the 
painful stories of women 
who delivered babies at the 
SDH Gurez," she said.

Suraya said there is no gyn-
aecologist in the Sub-District 

Hospital Gurez since the past 
many years. She added that 
pregnant women visiting the 
hospital for check-up, they are 
attended to by a general phy-
sician.

Afrooza Begum, another 
pregnant woman, is equally 
anxious. "Every day a wom-
an wonders what will hap-
pen if something suddenly 

happens to her and we don't 
know to whom we should 
tell our woes,” she said. "Due 
to non-availability of a gyn-
aecologist, pregnancy care is 
hit badly and women of the 
area face severe hardships.”

Similarly, Zubeeda (name 
changed), an expecting 
mother from the Purana-Tu-
lail village of Gurez, is wor-

ried at her home and won-
ders when she will be free 
from this pregnancy period.

"Last year, I saw in my vil-
lage a neighbouring preg-
nant woman was dying of 
pain and the whole village 
was crying out for help. It 
was snowing and nobody 
knew what to do. Two days 
later she was then airlifted 
by the army to Bandipora 
hospital,” she said.

An accredited Social Health 
Activist (ASHA) worker from 
Gurez, requesting anonym-
ity, said that she is a witness 
to the fact that many a times 
doctors at Gurez hospital re-
fer patients to the District 
Hospital in Bandipora citing 
better facilities.

Block Medical Officer 
(BMO) Gurez, Tahira plead-

ing helplessness said that 
there has been a shortage 
of gynaecologist doctors in 
the hospital for almost nine 
years now — which she had 
brought to the notice of 
higher authorities but to no 
avail.

"Whoever we think will 
have a caesarean delivery we 
send her to Bandipora in ad-
vance and those who have 
normal delivery are being 
treated here,” she said, adding 
that in the winter season, they 
face a lot of difficulties here.

Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO), Bandipora also ad-
mitted that the gynaecolo-
gist post has been lying va-
cant there for years. "There 
is nothing I can do. Gov-
ernments should fulfil the 
same,” he said.

DSEJ Initiative Aims 
To Improve Mental 
Health In Teens

KO NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Directorate of School Education Jammu, 
in collaboration with UNICEF and Nalanda Way Foun-
dation is launching an innovative programme “Take It 
Eazy" for addressing the mental health and well-being 
needs of adolescents, officials said.

The programme, said officials, aims to build the socio-
emotional skills of adolescent boys and girls (aged 13-17 
years). It uses an innovative storytelling methodology, 
where two characters discuss and resolve issues of ado-
lescents in a fun and engaging story.

The “Take It Eazy” project is designed as a 30-day proj-
ect beginning on November 22, 2021, one story every day. 
Students of grades 8 and above can give a missed call to 
a number 9266617888. An automated call is placed back 
to their mobile phones and the story of the day is played. 
Each story is nearly 5 minutes long. The stories and art 
activities suggested at the end of every episode help stu-
dents express their fears, emotions, motivates and sup-
port them in learning new positive habits. Students can 
send their feedback via WhatsApp to this same number 
or by recording their feedback on the call itself.

740 Lives Lost To Traffic 
Accidents In J&K Last Year
More Than 1200 Died Of Accidental Deaths: NCRB Data

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: During the year 2020, 
Jammu and Kashmir witnessed over 
1,200 deaths due to accidents while 
the Ladakh Union Territory (UT) re-
corded more than a hundred such 
cases, reveals the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) record.

According to the official figures 
of National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), in the year 2020 J&K 
and Ladakh has recorded 1203 ac-
cidental deaths with 1018 males 
and 185 females. In Ladakh among 
102 accidental deaths, there are 89 
males and 13 females.

As per data provided by states 
and UTs in the report, the National 
Average rate of accidental deaths is 

27.7, where J&K stands at 09 and La-
dakh at 34 as the rate of said deaths.

“J&K has seen 48 and Ladakh 09 
deaths caused due to the forces of 
nature during 2020 while due to 
some other reasons, J&K has re-
corded 1155 deaths followed by the 
Ladakh region with 93 deaths,”  re-
veals the data.

According to the figures of NCRB, 
due to different traffic accidents, 
J&K has recorded 740 deaths and 61 
deaths due to poisonings, followed 
by 55 deaths due to falling whereas 
53 deaths due to drowning in the 
year 2020. “J&K has also recorded 
21 deaths due to electrocution and 
34 sudden deaths, in which 33 have 
heart attack as major cause. Also, 
there have been 17 deaths due to 
fire accidents,” reads the data.
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J&K Admin Confined In 
Offices, Inertia Compounding 
Farmers’ Problems: Mehbooba

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JAMMU: PDP president Meh-
booba Mufti on Monday lam-
basted the "callous attitude" 
of the administration towards 
farmers who have suffered 
massive losses due to recent 
adverse weather conditions.

The former chief minister 
said rice cultivators of border 
belts of Jammu and those grow-
ing apple and dry fruits in Kash-
mir contribute a major portion 
towards the economy of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and in both the 
regions, the losses suffered by 
them due to rain and snowfall 
run into crores of rupees.

"It seems that the adminis-
tration, instead of assessing the 
damage on ground, has fixed 
the compensation sitting be-
hind the four walls of their of-
fices,” Mufti told reporters.

She addressed a series of 
party interaction programmes 
in the border belt of R S Pura 
and Bishnah on the outskirts of 
the Jammu city.

The J&K administration has 
declared a heavy spell of rain-
fall and snowfall on October 23 
and 24 as state specific natural 
disaster under state disaster re-
sponse fund (SDRF) norms for 
the purpose of providing relief 
to the affected farmers.

Jammu, Udhampur, Kisht-
war, Reasi, Samba and Kathua 
in Jammu division and Anant-
nag, Kulgam and Shopian in 
south Kashmir are the districts 
covered under the declaration.

R S Pura, also known as the 
rice bowl of Jammu region and 
the major grower of interna-
tionally acclaimed Basmati rice, 
was the worst hit due to mas-
sive damage to the standing 
Basmati crop.

“I am told that the govern-

ment has assured peanuts to 
the farmers of R S Pura, Bish-
nah, Samba and other plains 
of Jammu as compensation, 
where farmers have suffered 
extensive damage to their 
standing crops, the PDP leader, 
who is currently on a five-day 
tour of Jammu,” said Mufti.

She said “the sudden change in 
weather has damaged the crop of 
farmers and brought them to the 
verge of starvation, but govern-
ment, I am told, has fixed Rs 600 
compensation per kanal, which is 
disgraceful and disdainful for this 
hard working class of society.”

Taking a dig at the BJP-led 

central government, Mufti said, 
“The party ruling the country 
has adopted a hostile attitude 
towards the farmers across the 
country and it seems Jammu 
and Kashmir is no different.”

“While they claim to provide 
free ration to 80 crore popula-
tion of the country, they seem 
to miss the point that the one 
producing this food is the farm-
er of this country who has been 
at the receiving end of the ant-
farmer policies of this govern-
ment,” she said, referring to the 
ongoing protest by the farmers 
against the contentious agri-
culture laws of the Centre.

Recalling how former chief 
minister Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed had deep affection for 
the people living in the bor-
der areas, she said they are the 
worst hit due to the hostility 
between India and Pakistan.

"While friendly relations 
between the two countries 
are paramount for sustainable 
peace and development of the 
whole subcontinent, our people 
living along the border areas 
deserve the incentives of such 
peace the most, Mufti added.

Uninterrupted Electricity Supply If Used 
Judiciously: PDD Shifts Onus On Public  

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: As the winter has 
set in, the demand for electricity 
has gone up in the Kashmir Val-
ley and even as Kashmir Power 
Development Corporation Lim-
ited (KPDCL), formerly known 
as the PDD, said that they will 
work vigorously against power 
thefts in the Valley.

Chief Engineer, PDCL Aijaz 
Ahmad Dar told a local news 
agency that the major hurdle 
in smooth supply of electricity 
during the winter months is 
power theft and overloading by 
the consumers.

He said that this winter, 
the PDD will work vigorously 
against all those who are in-
volved in power thefts. “At 
many places there have been 
complaints of unauthorized 
use of electricity by some 
people and whosoever will be 
found indulged will be dealt 
strictly as per the law,” said Dar.

The chief engineer added 
that the demand for electricity 
is increasing with each passing 
day as harsh winters are ap-
proaching and apparently due 
to cold temperature there is an 
increase in the use of electronic 
gadgets particularly heating 
devices. “If the people will use 
electricity in a proper manner 
then definitely PDD can pro-
vide unrestricted power supply 
in winters also,” he said.

Dar also said that the people 
should refrain from over-usage 

of electricity which leads to un-
scheduled power cuts in their 
areas. “The electricity schedule 
of every area could be man-
aged properly during harsh 
winters if people will cooper-
ate with the PDD. During in-
spection PDD have found many 
households carrying out power 
theft and bringing two to three 

power connections from differ-
ent transformers,” he said.

He said that they would re-
quest people not to indulge 
in power thefts as this creates 
hurdle in the efficient working 
of PDD department.

Dar said that he wants to 
convey a message through this 
platform to all the consumers 
that in the first week of No-
vember 2200 MW electricity 
was supplied with no unsched-
uled cuts. 

“If we talk about this week a 
total of 2500 MW electricity is 
being supplied. PDD has always 
appealed to the consumers to 
utilise electricity in a proper 
way. The loads should be in a 
limited manner so that in the 
month of November the elec-
tricity demand could remain 
sustained,” he said.

He said the PDD had earlier 
issued a electricity programme 
and till today they have been 
successful in keeping that 
schedule intact.

“However, unscheduled 
power cuts are only being done 
to those areas where there is 
any complaint of overloading 
by consumers. In various areas 
more consumption of electric-
ity has been recorded than the 
actual electricity capacity of 
power feeders,” he added.

Dar said their enforcement 
against power thieves is a con-
tinuous drive and whenever 
a complaint regarding power 
theft will come to their notice 
they will definitely work along 
with administration and take 
action in this regard.

“Till now PDD on its own has 
been inspecting the overloading 
but if the people won’t refrain 
from overloading, they would 
be working along with admin-
istration to take serious action 
against these issues,” he said.

He also appealed to the con-
sumers to use power supply 
judiciously and avoid usage of 
unnecessary electric gadgets.

Dar said that if somebody is 
indulged in overusage and power 
theft then people should report 
this matter to PDD Customer Care 
which is 24*7 helpline number. 

“People can also register their 
complaints to concerned exec-
utive engineers and if required 
people can directly report their 
complaints to me,” he said. 
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WPI Inflation At 5-Month 
High Of 12.54% In October
Crude, Manufactured Items See Price Rise

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI:  The wholesale 
price-based inflation spiked 
to 5-month high of 12.54 per 
cent in October, mainly due to 
rise in prices of manufactured 
products and crude petroleum.

WPI inflation has remained 
in double digit for the seventh 
consecutive month beginning 
April. Inflation in September 
this year was at 10.66 per cent, 
while in October 2020 it was at 
1.31 per cent.

The October WPI is the high-
est in five months since May, 
when it was at 13.11 per cent.

"The high rate of inflation in 
October 2021 is primarily due 
to rise in prices of mineral oils, 
basic metals, food products, 
crude petroleum & natural gas, 
chemicals and chemical prod-
ucts etc as compared to the 
corresponding month of the 
previous year," the Commerce 
and Industry Ministry said in a 
statement.

Inflation in manufactured 
items was higher at 12.04 per 
cent in October, as against 11.41 
per cent in the previous month.

In the fuel and power basket, 
the rate of price rise was 37.18 
per cent in October, as against 
24.81 per cent in September.

Crude petroleum inflation 
was 80.57 per cent during the 
month under review, as against 
71.86 per cent in September.

Inflation in food articles too 
witnessed some uptick on a 
month-on-month basis at (-) 
1.69 per cent in October, against 
(-) 4.69 per cent in September. 
Vegetable prices were lower at 
(-) 18.49 per cent, while in on-
ions it was (-) 25.01 per cent.

ICRA Chief Economist Aditi 
Nayar said the core index re-
corded a month-on-month 
jump of 1 per cent with a wide-
spread uptick across the sub-
groups reflecting the pervasive 

commodity price pressures.
"With demand reviving, we 

expect producers to start pass-
ing through higher input and 
freight costs, even as the tax 
cuts on fuels will offer them a 
breather. Led by the base ef-
fect, we expect WPI inflation to 
moderate in the months ahead, 
and print at 7.5-8.5 per cent in 
March 2021," Nayar added.

India Ratings and Research 
Principal Economist Sunil K 
Sinha said core and manufac-
turing inflation surged to a 
fresh high of 11.8 per cent and 
12 per cent respectively in Oc-
tober 2021. This was the fourth 
successive month in which 
they have remained in excess 
of 11 per cent.

"As supply disruption has yet 
to normalize in many areas and 
manufacturers are becoming 
more confident about the de-
mand recovery they are increas-
ingly passing on the higher in-
put costs to their output prices. 
Since fuel is a major input into 
transportation cost, higher fuel 
prices push up the distribution 
cost further," he said.

Sinha said with Brent crude 
breaching the USD 82/barrel 
mark in the international mar-
kets, fuel inflation is unlikely 
to provide any breather going 
forward.

"The recent outbreaks of CO-

VID cases in China and Europe 
indicates that the challenge of 
COVID-19 has yet not ended. 
Therefore, India Ratings & Re-
search opines that wholesale 
inflation is likely to remain 
at elevated levels in the near-
term," Sinha added.

CRCL LLP, CEO and Manag-
ing Partner, D R E Reddy said 
the rise in the WPI is a cause of 
concern as the industries may 
pass it on to end consumers.

"The persistent rise in infla-
tion points to a rise in demand. 
On the positive side, the rise in 
demand points to a recovery in 
growth as lockdown is eased 
across the country. The month-
on-month rise may hasten 
RBI's decision to unwind the 
excess liquidity, tighten the 
policy rates earlier than ex-
pected," Reddy added.

Data released last week 
showed, retail inflation-based 
on Consumer Price Index rose 
to 4.48 per cent in October, 
from 4.35 per cent a month 
ago, as food prices inched up 
along with high input costs, 
fuel and commodity prices.

The RBI, which mainly takes 
into account retail inflation, in 
its monetary policy last month 
kept interest rates unchanged at 
record lows and had decided to 
continue with its accommodative 
stance for as long as necessary.

Bank Brokerages' Profit Growth 
To Decline In FY22, Market 
Shares To Moderate

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI: Bank brokerages will 
continue showing strong per-
formance on retail investors' 
interest in markets, but profit 
growth will decline to 20 per 
cent in FY22, a report said on 
Monday.

The market shares of the 
bank brokerages, have, howev-
er, been moderating as a result 
of the discount broking compa-
nies' play, the report by rating 
agency Icra said.

The net profit growth for 
such bank brokerages is ex-
pected to decline to 17-20 per 
cent in FY22, after clocking an 
80 per cent jump in FY21, it 
said.

In FY21, the bank 
brokerages seg-
ment reported a 40 
per cent jump in 
revenues, it said.

The bank bro-
kerages' net op-
erating income 
(NOI) is expected 
to grow 20-25 per 
cent year-on-year 
(Y-o-Y) in FY22 
supported by 
steady broking 
income along 
with an uptick in 

the margin funding and distri-
bution businesses, the report 
by rating agency Icra said.

"Bank brokerages are expect-
ed to continue to enjoy better 
brand recall, trust, higher credi-
bility and financial flexibility by 
virtue of being a part of bank-
ing groups and would, there-
fore, remain a prominent part 
of the industry value chain," it's 
sector head for financial sector 
ratings Samriddhi Chowdhary 
said.

In FY21, the estimated av-
erage daily turnover (ADTO) 
increasing 28 per cent to Rs 
1.51 lakh crore from Rs 1.18 
lakh crore in FY20, led by the 
healthy growth in the retail 
segment, the agency said, 
adding that the performance 
remained healthy in Q1FY22 
with an estimated ADTO of Rs 
1.64 lakh crore, driven by fa-
vourable retail investor senti-
ment.

However, the market share 
of the sample pool of ICRA-
rated bank brokerages in 

terms of transaction volumes 
declined in FY2021 and mod-

erated further in Q1 FY2022 
as they continue to lose share 
to discount brokers, she said.

Apart from attracting cli-
ents from full-service pro-

viders, discount brokerage 
houses have helped expand the 
market by bringing on board a 

large number of first-time in-
vestors, she said.

"Going forward, the abil-
ity of the bank brokers to ef-

fectively ramp up their digital 
initiatives, attract millennial 

clients and expand to a new-
er geographical base such 
as Tier II and Tier III cities 
would be critical," Chowd-
hary said.

Administrative Inertia 
Compounding Problems 
Of Farmers: Mehbooba

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
PDP president Mehbooba Mufti 
on Monday lambasted the "cal-
lous attitude" of the administra-
tion towards farmers who have 
suffered massive losses due to re-
cent adverse weather conditions.

The former chief minister said 
rice cultivators of border belts of 
Jammu and those growing apple 
and dry fruits in Kashmir con-
tribute a major portion towards 
the economy of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and in both the regions, 
the losses suffered by them due 
to rain and snowfall run into 
crores of rupees.

"It seems that the adminis-
tration, instead of assessing the 
damage on ground, has fixed the 
compensation sitting behind the 
four walls of their offices, Meh-
booba told reporters.

She addressed a series of party 
interaction programmes in the 
border belt of R S Pura and Bish-
nah on the outskirts of the city.

The Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration has declared a 
heavy spell of rainfall and snow-
fall on October 23 and 24 as state 
specific natural disaster under 
state disaster response fund 
(SDRF) norms for the purpose of 
providing relief to the affected 
farmers.

Jammu, Udhampur, Kishtwar, 
Reasi, Samba and Kathua in 
Jammu division and Anantnag, 
Kulgam and Shopian in south 
Kashmir are the districts cov-
ered under the declaration.

R S Pura, also known as the rice 
bowl of Jammu region and the 
major grower of internationally 
acclaimed Basmati rice, was the 
worst hit due to massive damage 
to the standing Basmati crop.

I am told that the government 
has assured peanuts to the farm-
ers of R S Pura, Bishnah, Samba 
and other plains of Jammu as 
compensation, where farmers 
have suffered extensive dam-
age to their standing crops, the 
PDP leader, who is currently on a 
five-day tour of Jammu, said.

She said the sudden change 
in weather has damaged the 
crop of farmers and brought 
them to the verge of starvation, 
but government, I am told, has 
fixed Rs 600 compensation per 
kanal, which is disgraceful and 
disdainful for this hard working 
class of society .

Taking a dig at the BJP-led 
central government, Mehbooba 
said, The party ruling the coun-
try has adopted a hostile atti-
tude towards the farmers across 
the country and it seems Jammu 
and Kashmir is no different.

While they claim to provide 
free ration to 80 crore popula-
tion of the country, they seem to 
miss the point that the one pro-
ducing this food is the farmer of 
this country who has been at the 
receiving end of the ant-farmer 
policies of this government, she 
said, referring to the ongoing 
protest by the farmers against 
the contentious agriculture laws 
of the Centre.

Secy Tourism Reviews 
Arrangements For 
Winter Festivals, Events

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Secretary, Tourism 
& Culture, Sarmad Hafeez Mon-
day reviewed the arrangements 
for the festivals and events be-
ing organized by the Depart-
ment during the coming winter 
months.

Chairing a high level meet-
ing of officers here today in this 
regard, the Secretary Tourism 
impressed upon the officers to 
put in place plans and concepts 
for organizing events like World 
Mountain Day, Christmas, New 
Year and other snow activities 
like creation of Ice Parks and 
Skating Rinks in the coming 
months.

Sarmad Hafeez asked the 
Sonamarg Development Author-
ity to identify spots for setting 
up a skating rink and Ice Park 
to be developed there. He said 
the Government this year has 
planned to keep the destination 
open during winter months to 
cater to the rush of tourists com-

ing to visit the UT.
The Tourism Secretary also 

asked the experts from Insti-
tute of Music & Fine Arts to 
develop a concept plan for 
developing an Ice Park at Gul-
marg and Sonamarg so that 
the tourists visiting during 
winters have a different expe-
rience to feel.

Principal, Jawahar Institute of 
Mountaineering, Pahalgam, Mr. 
Thapa informed the meeting 
that his institute has planned 
around six skiing courses at 
Sonamarg for which prepara-
tions are currently on.

The meeting was attended by 
Director, Tourism, Kashmir, Dr. 
G N Itoo, Chief Executive Of-
ficers of Sonamarg & Gulmarg 
Development Authorities, Joint 
Director, Tourism Kashmir, 
Principal,  Jawahar Institute 
of Mountaineering, Pahalgam, 
senior officers of Tourism De-
partment, experts from Insti-
tute of Music & Fine Arts and 
other officers. 

After Five Years Of 
Demonetisation, Cash In 
Circulation At Near Peak 
In 2021: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI: Despite the overall 
increase in the formalisation of 
the economy in the past five-six 
years, the key component of an 
informal economy -- cash in cir-
culation (CIC) as a percentage of 
GDP -- has continued to rise year 
after year, barring in the year of 
note ban in 2016 when it fell to 
8.7 per cent, according to a re-
port.

According to the report by SBI 
Research, almost 80 per cent 
of the economy has been for-
malised in the past five years 
with every aspect of the non-
cash component of the economy 
including agri credit, gaining 
traction.

In a detailed report on Mon-
day, SBI Research said that after 
dipping to 8.7 per cent of GDP in 
2016 (after the note-ban), cash 
in circulation (CIC) as a percent-
age of GDP has climbed again to 
13.1 per cent so far this fiscal.

It is only marginally down 
from the peak of 14.5 per cent 
in FY21, which could be because 
of the pandemic-driven sense of 
insecurity and uncertainties.

During FY08-FY10, when the 
economy was on a scorching 
growth rate, sniffing at almost 
double-digits growth, the CIC 
trended at 12.1, 12.5 and 12.4 per 
cent, respectively.

The same trend continued 
with minor variations in the 
next five years also peaking at 
12.4 per cent in FY11 and falling 
to 11.4 per cent in FY15, accord-
ing to the SBI report pencilled by 
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, its group 
chief economic adviser.

Ghosh attributes the high 14.5 
per cent CIC in FY21 to the col-
lapse of the economy due to the 
pandemic, wherein the GDP re-
ported the worst contraction of 
7.3 per cent.

If the circumstances were 
normal, nominal GDP growth in 
FY21 and FY22 would have been 
much higher and as a result, CIC 
would also have followed the 
trend as witnessed pre-note ban.

According to him, without 
the pandemic-induced GDP col-
lapse, the CIC-GDP ratio would 
have been at 12.7 per cent as 
against 12.4 per cent in FY11 as 
because of the pandemic, people 
might have held as much as Rs 
3.3 lakh crore in cash as a pre-
caution.

Coming to digital transactions, 
3.5 billion transactions worth 
Rs 6.3 lakh crore were recorded 
through UPI in October 2021, 
which is 100 per cent more than 
the same period last month and 
in terms of transaction value, it 
is 103 per cent more than Octo-
ber 2020.

Data also show that UPI trans-
actions have jumped 69 times 
since 2017, while debit card 
transactions have stagnated in-
dicating people preference and 
shift to UPI.

UPI transactions have jumped 
69 times in the past four years -- 
from Rs 1,700 crore in 2017 to Rs 
15,100 crore in 2018 to Rs 29,900 
crore in 2019, to Rs 57,100 crore 
in 2020 to Rs 1,17,100 crore so far 
in 2021.

Similarly, credit card spends 
rose manifold between 2012, 
when it was only Rs 1,500 crore, 
and 2018 when it touched Rs 
10,100 crore. 

Currently Investigating Use 
Of Platform For Sourcing 
Marijuana, Says Amazon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: E-commerce major 
Amazon India on Monday said it 
is currently investigating an issue, 
wherein its platform was allegedly 
used to source marijuana (ganja).

On Saturday, an online mari-
juana sale racket was busted by 
Bhind police in Madhya Pradesh, 
leading to the arrest of two per-
sons and seizure of 20 kilograms 
of the contraband, according to 
an official.

The accused were operating 
the racket through a leading e-
commerce firm, which received 
two-thirds of the profits gener-
ated, as per the official.

Evidence is being collected to 
see if it could be prosecuted for 
providing a platform for such drug 
transactions, the official added.

"The issue was notified to us, 
and we are currently investigat-
ing it. We assure full co-oper-
ation and support required to 
Investigating Authorities and 
Law Enforcement agencies with 
ongoing investigations to resolve 
the issue at the earliest," an Ama-
zon spokesperson said.

Bhind Superintendent of Police 
Manoj Kumar Singh said on a tip-
off, Kallu Pawaiya (30) and Dhaba 
owner Brijendra Tomar (35) were 
arrested from Bhind Gwalior 
Road on Saturday and recovered 
20 kilograms of marijuana.

"Kallu used to source the mari-

juana from Vishakhapatnam 
through a reputed international 
e-commerce firm to Gwalior, 
Bhopal, Kota, Agra and other 
areas of the country. Brijendra 
helped him in the business," he 
had said.

Kallu has so far sold one tonne 
of the contraband and transacted 
business worth Rs 1.1 crore, the 
SP had said.

"Kallu ran his company under 
a fake name with PAN and GST 
number etc. The e-commerce 
firm got 66.66 per cent of profit 
from the illicit business. We are 
collecting evidence to prosecute 
the e-commerce company under 
section 29 (part of criminal con-
spiracy) of the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substance 
(NDPS) Act," Singh had stated.

Traders' body CAIT on Mon-
day said the marijuana racket 
incident is a serious offence and 
the Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB) should also take up the 
serious issue besides the Madhya 
Pradesh police. 

PM Modi To Address 1st 
Audit Diwas Today
New Delhi- Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address an event 
on Tuesday to mark the first Audit Diwas at the CAG office.

He will also unveil the statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on the 
occasion, an official release said on Monday.

Audit Diwas is being celebrated to mark the historic origin of the 
institution of CAG and the contribution it has made to the gover-
nance, transparency and accountability over the past several years.

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India will also be pres-
ent on the occasion.  (PTI)

68th All India 
Cooperative Week 
Celebrations Held
ANANTNAG:  As part of the Week long 
celebrations of 68th All India Coopera-
tive Week that commenced from 14th 
November, a grand District Level func-
tion was Monday presided over by 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Anantnag, 
Dr. Piyush Singla at Dak Bungalow, here.

The function was organized by the 
Department of Cooperative District 
Anantnag.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC stressed 
on the officers of Cooperative Department 
to work with dedication for achieving de-
sired goals. He advised participant Coop-
erators to focus on the fields of Dairy, Fish-
ery, Horticulture and other potential areas 
and hoped that the department will make 
every effort towards a viable and vibrant 
Cooperative Movement in the District.

Sensex, Nifty Advance On 
Gains In IT, FMCG Stocks
MUMBAI: Stock market barometers Sensex and 
Nifty ended marginally higher on Monday as rise 
in wholesale inflation capped early gains despite a 
positive trend in global markets.

The 30-share index settled 32.02 points or 0.05 
per cent higher at 60,718.71 with half of its constit-
uents ending in green. The broad based Nifty edged 
up 6.70 points or 0.04 per cent to close at 18,109.45.

PowerGrid was the top gainer in the Sensex pack, 
rising over 3 per cent, followed by ITC, Asian Paints, 
Nestle India and Kotak Bank. TCS rose by 0.83 per cent 
while Infosys inched up 0.31 per cent. HUL, Dr Reddy's 
and Sun Pharma were also among the gainers.

On the other hand, Tata Steel fell the most by 3.24 
per cent, followed by M&M which declined 1.19 per 
cent. Bajaj Auto, Reliance, SBI and Bharti Airtel declined. 
Indian markets opened on a positive note on Monday 
despite mixed cues from Asian market peers where 
Chinese shares traded lower post better than expected 
consumer spend data, said Narendra Solanki, Head- Eq-
uity Research (Fundamental), Anand Rathi.  (PTI)

Gold Declines Rs 82; 
Silver Tumbles Rs 208
NEW DELHI:  Gold in the national capital on 
Monday dipped by Rs 82 to Rs 48,246 per 10 
gram in line with weak international precious 
metal prices and a stronger rupee, according 
to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the precious metal 
had settled at Rs 48,328 per 10 gram.

Silver also declined Rs 208 to Rs 65,594 per kilo-
gram from Rs 65,802 per kilogram in the previous 
trade. The rupee surged 12 paise to 74.33 against 
the US dollar in opening trade on Monday.

In the international market, gold trading low-
er at USD 1,862 per ounce and silver flat at USD 
25.18 per ounce. "Gold prices traded weak with 
spot gold prices at COMEX trading marginally 
down at USD 1,862 per ounce on Monday. Gold 
prices are trading off the recent five months 
high despite a weaker dollar as market players 
are looking for fresh triggers apart from inflation 
worries," according to HDFC Securities, Senior 
Analyst (Commodities), Tapan Patel.   (PTI)

Exports Jump 43% To 
USD 35.65 Bn In Oct, 
Imports Soar 62%
NEW DELHI: India's exports rose by 43 
per cent to USD 35.65 billion in October 
while trade deficit widened to USD 19.73 
billion during the month, according to the 
official data released on Monday.

Imports soared by 62.51 per cent to USD 
55.37 billion widening the trade deficit.

Export sectors which recorded positive 
growth during October include petro-
leum, coffee, engineering goods, cotton 
yarn/fabs./made-ups, gems and jewellery, 
chemicals plastic and linoleum and ma-
rine products, the data showed.

Cumulatively exports during April-Oc-
tober 2021 stood at USD 233.54 billion, 
which is an increase of 55.13 per cent 
compared to the same period last year. 
During the same period, imports rose by 
78.16 per cent to USD 331.39 billion.  (PTI)

Parl Panel Discusses 
Crypto Finance
NEW DELHI: A parliamentary panel, chaired by 
BJP leader Jayant Sinha, on Monday discussed 
the pros and cons of crypto finance with various 
stakeholders, and several members were in 
favour of regulating crypto currency exchanges 
rather than imposing an outright ban on crypto 
currencies, according to sources.

The meeting took place against the backdrop of 
rising concerns in various quarters about crypto 
currencies and the possible risks emanating from 
trading in them, especially since there is a growing 
interest in such assets worldwide. Currently, there 
are neither specific regulations nor an outright ban 
on use of crypto currencies in the country.

Representatives of crypto exchanges, Block chain 
and Crypto Assets Council (BACC), industry bodies as 
well as academicians and other stakeholders submit-
ted their views before the panel, whose meeting also 
happened days after Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
held discussions with senior officials from various 
ministries and RBI on the issue of crypto currencies.
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2 Militants, House
laying a cordon in Jamalatta locality of Nawa 

Kadal. He had received a single bullet shot causing 
serious damage to his neck and spinal cord.

On November 11, police had claimed to have 
killed a suicide bomber in a gunfight in Bemina 
area of the city.

Amir Riyaz of Khrew, Pampore was a relative 
of one of the accused militants of Lethpora at-
tack and preliminary investigation indicated 
that he was assigned to carry out a similar kind 
of Fidayeen attack, a police spokesperson had 
said Friday.

Three days earlier, suspected militants shot 
dead Mohammad Ibrahim Khan, a Muslim sales-
man of a Kashmiri Pandit trader in Bohri Kadal 
area of the Old City. A day earlier on November 
7, militants shot dead a policeman outside his 
residence in Batamaloo here.

It is pertinent to mention here that last month, 
20 militants, 12 soldiers and 13 civilians were 
killed in different militancy related incidents, 
including encounters and targeted killings. The 
killing of 13 civilians in a month, most of them 
non-locals, is the highest death toll in the last 
two years and the fourth-highest since 2012.

J&K Reports 

officials said, Srinagar reported highest 
40 new cases, Baramulla 19, Ganderbal 11, 
Kupwara 6, four each in Budgam, Anantnag and 
Bandipora and one new case in Kulgam. The 
twin districts of Shopian and Pulwama in south 
Kashmir reported no new cases of coronavirus.

In the winter capital, officials said that 
Jammu reported a maximum of 7 cases, Reasi 
6, Poonch 4 and Doda 2 new cases of virus. 
Six districts of Ramban, Udhampur, Rajouri, 
Kathua, Samba and Kishtwar registered no new 
cases.

“Moreover, 103 Covid-19 patients recovered 
during the time, 10 from Jammu Division and 
93 from Kashmir,” officials added.

J&K Govt Notifies

221 Gazetted and 1535 Non-Gazetted posts 
transferred to Union Territory of Ladakh is 
hereby notified, which shall be in addition to 
the 1284 Non-Gazetted posts transferred by 
the School Education Department and shall 
also be subject to any modification, in consul-
tation with the Union territory of Ladakh,” it 
adds

Further, the order said, the Administrative 
Departments/ Organizations shall make neces-
sary changes in the relevant recruitment rules 
on account of above transfer/listing. (GNS)

J&K Transforming

implementation of forest rights act, we are 
making endeavours for socio-economic develop-
ment of Scheduled Tribes through special edu-
cational, infrastructure and livelihood schemes,” 
Sinha said, as per official spokesperson.

The LG, he said, also observed that emphasis 
is being laid on empowering Tribal community 
so that they can live a life of self respect and 
dignity.

“J&K is transforming on an unprecedented 
scale and speed. Improving people’s living 
standards, reforming rural & urban infrastruc-
ture and unlocking potential of women and 

youth from marginalized sections is our top-
most priority,” the LG said.

Participating in the celebrations of Janjatiya 
Gaurav Diwas, the official spokesperson said 
that the LG gave his best wishes to all the tribal 
entrepreneurs and personalities associated 
with art, culture and literary world present on 
the occasion.

He said that the LG underscored the need to 
make the young generation aware about the 
sacrifices and struggle of tribal freedom fight-
ers and said that along with Bhagwan Birsa 
Munda, heroes such as Rani Gaidinliu, Alluri 
Sitharama Raju, Komaram Bheem, Shankar 
Shah, Raghunath Shah, Khajya Nayak, Sitaram 
Kanwar, Bhima Nayak and many other made 
supreme sacrifices for the tribal community 
and gave immense contribution for a new 
India.

Sinha, he said, also remembered Mali Begum 
of Poonch who had saved the border district 
from falling into the hands of enemies in the 
1971 war, and 1965 war hero Mohammad Deen 
Jagir, who was awarded the Padma Shree by 
the Government of India.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG said that PM Modi has extended equal 
rights to a large population of tribal communi-
ty in Jammu and Kashmir through his historic 
decision to implement Forests Rights Act 2006.

“The Lt Governor mentioned about transit 
accommodations being established at eight 
place at the cost of Rs 28 crores with facilities 
of medical camp, extra tents, animal sheds etc; 
Tribal Health Plan worth Rs 8 crores; 500 youth 
to be selected for advance training like pilot, 
robotics, management; arrangements for 1521 
Seasonal School, etc,” he said.

Sinha, he said, called on the new generation 
to take inspiration and follow the path of their 
tribal ancestors who made contributions, sacri-
fices and served the tribal society, imbibing the 
values of their culture and rich heritage with a 
true heart.

“He also urged all the thinkers and artists of 
the society to come together with the Tribal 
Department to further enrich the tribal cultural 
heritage,” the official spokesperson said.

On this occasion, he said, the LG also in-
augurated a Photo exhibition on “Tribal 
Communities of J&K”, an exhibition displaying 
“Various Tribal Arts and Crafts”.

Sets Target Of 2 Lakh

bank officials, the LG issued directions for 
the skill development department to utilize 
cutting edge technology to fulfill the real time 
needs of the industry, an official spokesperson 
said.

The LG, he said, directed that SC, ST, OBC and 
women entrepreneurs should be given special 
focus in the self-employment schemes and 
asked the DCs to ensure the saturation of social 
security schemes and basic amenities, espe-
cially in far-flung and border areas.

“The Lt Governor has asked the Banks to lay 
out uniform criteria for ensuring that no de-
serving candidate is denied the financial inclu-
sion benefits due to trivial reasons. He directed 
them to designate nodal officers who will en-
sure the timely disposal of loans to the benefi-
ciaries of employment generation schemes,” he 

added.
Impressing upon the Secretaries of concerned 

departments and Deputy Commissioners to 
saturate the coverage of various schemes in-
cluding KCC, Mudra, Fasal Bima Yojana and 
others, Sinha, as per the official spokesper-
son said that departmental coordination and 
involvement of all stakeholders including 
Banks, Cooperatives, Departments of Skill 
Development, and Labour and Employment is 
imperative for achieving the desired results of 
benefitting the common man of the UT.

The LG, he said, reiterated his directions of 
identifying minimum five youth from each 
panchayat for skill development and hand 
holding, with dedicated focus on the border 
and remote areas of the UT.

In the meeting, the official spokesperson said 
that the LG expressed dismay over the low CD 
ratio of banks and issued strict directions to the 
heads of respective banks to increase their CD 
to more than the minimum benchmark of 40%.

“He asked the Commissioner/Secretary, 
Planning, Development and Monitoring 
Department to regularly collect data from the 
banks and coordinate with them so as to en-
sure optimum available opportunities to the 
unemployed youth,” he said.

“He further directed for developing a com-
mon dashboard for monitoring the process 
and ensuring that all the benefits of intended 
self employment schemes are extended to the 
grassroot level,” he added.

According to the official spokesperson, Sinha 
also issued instructions for the marketing and 
forward linkages for finished handicraft and 
other local products.

Kashmir Reels

The meteorological department has said 
the weather is most likely to remain dry till 
November 20.

J&K Admin Staring

Consumer Affairs, Amreet Singh, Deputy 
Labour Commissioner (Central), Javaid Ahmad 
Reshi, Deputy Secretary, Department of Rural 
Development and Panchayati Raj, Tilak Raj Sharma, 
Additional District Development Commissioner, 
Samba,

Gazanfar Ali, Director, Youth Services and 
Sports, J&K, Abdul Majeed Lone, Joint Director 
Handicrafts, Kashmir and Zubair Hussain Shah, 
Joint Director Education, Poonch.

In May 2022, three more officers —Showkat 
Aijaz Bhat, Commissioner State Taxes, J&K, 
Babu Ram, Additional Secretary, Labour and 
Employment Department and Gul Hassan 
Kraipak, Deputy Director Information, Jammu 
will retire.

In July and August, three more officers, 
including Attar Chand, Programme Officer, 
ICDS Project, Udhampur, Mohammad Saleem, 
Managing Director, J&K SC, ST and OBC 
Development Corporation and Tsering Mutup, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kargil will 
attain superannuation.

Next to retire from the services in September 
are Subhash Chander, Deputy Secretary, 
Animal/Sheep Husbandry and Fisheries 
Department and Amar Jyoti Raina, Deputy 
Director Tourism Jammu. In October2022, 

Surender Lal Bhagat, Sub –Registrar, Jammu 
(South) will retire.

By the end of next year, the administra-
tion will bid adieu to three more officers, in-
cluding Inam-ul-Haq Siddiqui, Joint Director 
Information, Kashmir, Rakesh Kumar Vaid, 
Assistant Commissioner, State Tax Department, 
Jammu and

Johar Ali, Assistant Commissioner, Revenue, 
Kupwara. They all will retire on the afternoon 
of December 31, 2022.

Pertinently, last year, the shortage of of-
ficers in J&K had prompted the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) to send an SOS to minis-
tries to prepare a list of Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) Indian Police Service (IPS) and 
other all-India service officers who can be im-
mediately sent on deputation to newly carved 
Union Territories to meet the acute shortage of 
officers.

In an office memorandum dated October 26, 
the MHA had asked Railway Board chairman, 
Controller General of Accounts, Comptroller 
Auditor General of India, secretaries of the 
ministries of defence, external affairs, corpo-
rate affairs and I&B, chairpersons of the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes and the Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes and Customs, and the de-
partments of commerce, telecommunications 
and posts to “provide the name(s) of suitable 
officer(s), eligible for deputation in terms of 
existing guidelines and willing to serve in the 
Governments of UT of J&K/UT of Ladakh, along 
with the cadre-controlling authority’s consent/
no objection and vigilance clearance of the of-
ficers at the earliest”.

Muslims Under

the two nations.
He said relations of Hindus and Muslims are 

being affected due to the strained ties between 
the two countries.

“If we want to improve our relation, we will 
have to ease these differences and find some 
ways. And the only way for this is dialogue,” he 
said, citing the visit of former PM Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee to Pakistan to have a dialogue with 
his counterpart Nawaz Sharif.

In a veiled attack on the Centre, he said they 
could talk with China even when it was already 
in India’s territory and advancing every day.

“If we can talk with China, then why not with 
Pakistan. China is in our territory and advanc-
ing everyday,” said Abdullah.

On the situation in J&K after the abrogation 
of its special status under Article 370, Abdullah 
said the “media is not free there”.

“No one can write freely and if you do, you 
can go to jail,” he said.

Referring to the youth there, he said a large 
number of them are unemployed.

Referring to China and Pakistan, he said, “We 
are stuck between them. We do not know if 
there is war someday. Only we will suffer. We 
will be killed.”

Goel Made DIG

states that Atul Kumar Goel and Shiv Kumar 
Sharma shall be deemed to be the officers of 
the State Investigation Agency (SIA) as well, 
and, as such, entitled to the facilities and al-
lowances as are admissible to the other officers 

of the SIA.

Anil Koul to Head

has been posted as Managing Director, 
Jammu Power Distribution Corporation 
Limited.

Anil Koul, JKAS, awaiting orders of ad-
justment in the General Administration 
Department, has been posted as Director, 
Entrepreneurship Development Institute, 
J&K, relieving Mehmood Ahmad Shah, JKAS, 
Director, Industries and Commerce, Kashmir of 
the additional charge of the post.

“He shall also hold the charge of the post 
of Executive Director, Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute, J&K, till further orders,” 
reads an order.

Mohammad Mumtaz Ali, JKAS, await-
ing orders of adjustment in the General 
Administration Department, has been posted 
as Director, Rural Development, Jammu, re-
lieving Rakesh Kumar Srangal, JKAS, Director, 
Panchayati Raj, J&K of the additional charge of 
the post.

As per a separate order, Pritam Lal, JKAS, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Gandoh, holding additional 
charge of Sub Registrar, Gandoh, has been trans-
ferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner 
(Central) with Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, 
against an available vacancy.

Further, as per the order, Mohammad Ashfaq, 
JKAS, Assistant Commissioner Panchayat, Doda, 
has been asked to hold the charge of the posts 
of Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Gandoh and Sub-
Registrar, Gandoh, in addition to his own du-
ties, till further orders.

Soldier Killed As Car

of the car lost control of the vehicle while ne-
gotiating a blind curve, the officials said. They 
said a rescue operation was launched and two 
persons travelling in the vehicle were pulled out 
in critical condition, and rushed to a hospital.

One of them, who was later identified as 
army personnel Paramjeet Singh of village 
Dessa, was declared dead at a hospital, while 
Khurshid Ahmad is undergoing treatment, the 
officials said.

Fake SIM Card Racket

material was recovered from the possession 
of the three arrested persons.

“Police have busted a fake SIM card racket in 
Baramulla town,” he said

The spokesman said further investigation in 
the matter is underway.

Shooting Stone

In the course of time, they said, a shooting 
stone hit the person, resulting in his instant 
death. The body was handed over to the family 
after conducting necessary medico-legal for-
malities, they added.

Teen Biker Killed

Mohammad Tahir son of Mohammad Rashid 
of Chajjla Mankote, was brought to Sub District 
Hospital Mendhàr for treatment.

Later he was referred to GMC Rajouri for 
further treatment. However he succumbed at 
the facility. A police officer said that a case has 
been registered. (GNS)

Abusing BJP Only Agenda 
Of 'Issueless' Oppn 
Parties In J&K: Raina
Agenceis

JAMMU: The only agenda of 
opposition parties now is to 
abuse the BJP as they have been 
rendered issueless due to the 
speedy development of Jammu 
and Kashmir since the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in 2019, J-K 
BJP president Ravinder Raina 
said on Monday.

Raina was addressing a meet-
ing of the party's office-bearers 
at the BJP headquarters here. 
Union minister Jitendra Singh, 
BJP national general secretary 
and in-charge for J-K Tarun 
Chugh, party co-in-charge 
Ashish Sood and national secre-
tary Narinder Singh were also in 
attendance.

Former deputy chief minis-
ters Nirmal Singh and Kavinder 
Gupta, MP Jugal Kishore 
Sharma, and BJP general secre-
tary (organisation) Ashok Kaul 
attended the meeting, which 
assumes significance as it came 
a day ahead of the state work-
ing committee meet in Samba 
district.

"Opposition leaders are frus-
trated as abrogation of Article 370 
speeded up the developmental ac-
tivities across J&K over the past two 
years and strengthened the bonds 
of brotherhood. They have become 

issueless and their only agenda is to 
abuse the BJP," Raina said.

Apparently referring to the 
demand of the PDP and the 
National Conference for initia-
tion of dialogue with Pakistan, 
the BJP leader said, "They (oppo-
sition leaders) only speak about 
Pakistan and China as they have 
nothing other than that to say."

"We have recently witnessed 
targeted killings in the val-
ley which was a conspiracy 
by Pakistan to disturb the pre-
vailing peaceful atmosphere. 
We are thankful to our Army, 
paramilitary and police for 

frustrating the evil designs of 
the enemy nation," he said.

Raina also thanked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for tak-
ing effective measures to tackle 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Referring to the upcoming as-
sembly elections likely to take 
place after the completion of the 
delimitation exercise, he said 
a political resolution would be 
passed in the working commit-
tee meeting, pledging to work 
for 50-plus assembly seats to 
form the next government with 
absolute majority in J-K with a 
chief minister from the party.

Jurisdiction Of Special Courts Trying 
Politicians Has To Be As Per Law: SC
Agenceis

New Delhi: Jurisdiction of 
special criminal courts, trying 
cases against sitting and former 
MPs and MLAs has to conform 
to the statutes and there would 
be a very serious problem , if 
this court decides this aspect, 
the Supreme Court orally ob-
served on Monday.

The observations were made 
while the top court agreed to 
examine the legal question as 
to whether the minor criminal 
offences, triable by a magiste-
rial court, against the lawmak-
ers, can be prosecuted before a 
special court presided over by a 
sessions judge, who is senior to 
a judicial magistrate and con-
sequently allegedly leads de-
privation of one judicial forum 
of right to appeal which is or-
dinarily available to all accused.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice N V Ramana was told 
by senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Abdullah Azam 
Khan, the politician son of 
Samajwadi Party leader Azam 
Khan, that his client has been 
prosecuted by a special court, 
manned by a sessions judge, in 
cases which should have been 
tried by magistrates as they are 
of minor offences.

We have no problems with 
the matters being prosecuted at 
the level of Sessions court but it 
must be either provided by the 
statute or under Article 142 of 

the Constitution, the senior 
advocate told the bench which 
also comprised justices D Y 
Chandrachud and Surya Kant.

The top court prima facie 
seemed in agreement with the 
submissions and said, Two dis-
tinct issues are here and so far 
as the jurisdiction of this (apex) 
court is concerned, it can direct 
that a particular judge or trial 
court will be the special court 
to try a certain type of cases un-
der Article 142 (special power) 
of the Constitution and that 
cannot be questioned.

It said the other separate is-
sue is as to what would be the 
nature of the jurisdiction of 
these special courts.

Such jurisdiction has to be in 
accordance with the statute. It 
would be either under the CrPC 
(Code of Criminal Procedure) or 
if there is a special Act such as 
the SC/ST Act of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act. It has to 
conform to the statutes. If the 
statutes say that the offence is 
triable by a court of magistrates 
then this court while exercis-
ing its power under Article 142 
cannot say that the jurisdiction 
will be exercised by a court of 
sessions and because that will 
be a very serious problem, the 
bench said.

It also referred to Section 377 
of the CrPC and said that it pro-
vides for an appeal before the 
sessions judge if the order has 
been passed by a magistrate 

and before a high court if the 
order is passed by the sessions 
judge.

The constitution of the spe-
cial court per se has no diffi-
culty at all. So far as setting up a 
special court for trying the coal 
scam cases is concerned, there 
was no difficulty at all ... it is 
open to the Supreme Court, but 
you cannot disturb the statu-
tory arrangements either under 
the special law or under the 
CrPC, it observed.

The bench, which was hear-
ing the PIL filed in 2016 seek-
ing a life ban on lawmakers 
convicted in heinous criminal 
cases and speedy disposal of 
cases against them, has now 
posted the case for hearing on 
November 24.

Earlier, it had permitted 
Bombay, Allahabad, and the 
Punjab Haryana High Courts to 
transfer some special judges, 
trying criminal cases against 
sitting and former MPs and 
MLAs, to other courts in their 
respective states on grounds 
including administrative exi-
gencies and asked them to find 
suitable substitutes quickly to 
ensure that such trials are not 
delayed.

The top court, hearing a 
PIL filed by advocate and BJP 
leader Ashwini Upadhyay, has 
been passing a slew of direc-
tions time-to-time for ensur-
ing speedy investigation by 
the CBI and other agencies and 

conclusion of trials.
It had ordered the setting up 

of additional special courts by 
the high courts.

It had expressed its deep 
concern over tardy probe and 
prosecution in CBI cases against 
the lawmakers and had issued 
a slew of directions for ensur-
ing speedy investigation by 
the agency and conclusion of 
trials, besides setting up addi-
tional special courts by the high 
courts.

It had asked high courts to 
set up special courts wherever 
such additional courts are re-
quired to be constituted for 
expeditious disposal of pend-
ing trials and apprise it of any 
non-cooperation by the Central 
or State Governments on the 
issue.

As per the CBI report, 121 
cases were pending trial before 
different CBI Courts involving 
sitting and former MPs and 112 
matters pending against serv-
ing and former MLAs.

Taking note of status reports, 
it had said the high courts shall 
constitute special CBI Courts 
wherever they are needed to be 
set up for expeditious disposal 
of pending trials.

The special courts are needed 
to be set up in different parts of 
states where more than 100 
cases are pending to ensure 
easy accessibility to the wit-
nesses and decongestion of ex-
isting infrastructure, it had said.

Avoiding bank frauds: HDFC Bank Launches 2nd Edition Of “ Mooh Band Rakho”  Campaign
AGENCEIS

MUMBAI: HDFC Bank today an-
nounced the launch of the second edi-
tion in support of International Fraud 
Awareness Week 2021. Through this 
initiative the bank aims to increase 
awareness on all types of frauds and 
the importance of keeping your mouth 
shut to ensure their prevention.

   The Bank will be conducting over 
2,000 workshops in the next 4 months 
across the country to help customers 
understand how they can safeguard 
themselves against financial fraud. 
The campaign reminds customers that 
there are many situations in which it 
is better not to disclose information, 
especially when it comes to banking 
details.

   Following simple steps such as 
not clicking on unknown links, shar-
ing card details, CVV, Expiry Date, OTP 
NetBanking/ MobileBanking Login ID 
& Password over Phone, SMS, email 
and social media can help the general 
public keep their money safe.

    At a virtual event organised today, 
the “Mooh Band Rakho” campaign was 
launched by

Dr. K. Rajeswara Rao (IAS), Special 
Secretary, NITI Aayog. The event was 
also graced by Retd. Lt General Dr 
Rajesh Pant, National Cyber Security 
Co-ordinator, Government of India 
and Mr. Sashidhar Jagdishan, MD and 
CEO, HDFC Bank.

   Digital frauds are now being perpe-
trated during weekdays and working 
hours to trick customers into believing 

that the calls and offers are legitimate. 
A fraud dispute time analysis by HDFC 
Bank revealed that in the first three 
months of this financial year, 65-70% 
of cyber frauds happened between 
7.00 AM and 7.00 PM.

   Also, fraudsters are not target-
ing senior citizens only. HDFC Bank’s 
analysis further revealed that 80-85% 
of the affected customers were in 

the age group 22-50, and supposedly 
belonged to the more tech savvy age 
bracket.

   The bank has rolled out this cam-
paign to commemorate International 
Fraud Awareness Week 2021, the 
global movement to minimize im-
pact of fraud which is being held from 
November 15-21. This is the 3rd year 
HDFC Bank will be participating.
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T20 World Cup 

‘Team of Tournament’: 
No Indians; Babar 
Named Captain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: No Indian cricketer fig-
ured in the ICC’s T20 World Cup 
‘Team of the Tournament’ which 
comprises players from six dif-
ferent countries, including Sri 
Lanka and South Africa, with 
Pakistan’s Babar Azam being 
named ‘captain’ of the squad.

India were ousted at the group 
league stage after being thrashed 
by Pakistan and New Zealand be-
fore winning three inconsequen-
tial games against Afghanistan, 
Scotland and Namibia.

The jury members did not 
think any of the Indian players 
deserving to be picked while 
South Africa’s Aiden Markram 
and Anirch Nortje and Sri 
Lanka’s Charith Asalanka and 
Wanindu Hasaranga were the 
players whose teams didn’t 
qualify for the semi-finals but 
fore the ICC team.

Star players from champi-
ons Australia, runners-up New 
Zealand, semi-finalists England 
and Pakistan also feature in the 
star-studded line up.

Opening batter and ‘Player 
of the Tournament’ David War-
ner, leg-spinner Adam Zampa 
and seamer Josh Hazlewood all 
made the cut for Australia after 
helping steer their side to their 
first ever T20 World Cup title.

There were also spots for 
England’s Jos Buttler as wick-
etkeeper and New Zealand 
left-armer Trent Boult, besides 

Pakistan’s Babar as captain and 
Sri Lanka star Hasaranga — the 
tournament’s leading wicket-
taker — in the line-up.

One of the jury members, 
former West Indies pacer Ian 
Bishop, said: “As with any team 
selection there will be varying 
opinions, and robust discussion 

on the final composition of the 
squad. “The panel respects that, 
and we encourage the strong de-
bate that will ensue. This team 
was incredibly difficult to select 
over such a highly competitive 
tournament. Selections were 
based predominantly on the Su-
per 12 onward to the final.” 

Adil Rashid Backs Rafiq's 
Racism Claim Against Vaughan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LONDON: England leg-spinner 
Adil Rashid has backed former 
Yorkshire team-mate Azeem 
Rafiq's accusation of racism 
against Michael Vaughan, saying 
he can "confirm" the former cap-
tain's comments were directed 
at a group of Asian players.

The 33-year-old Rashid, who 
was a key member of the Eng-
land team that reached the 
semifinals of the just-conclud-
ed T20 World Cup, said he will 
be "happy to support" any fur-
ther official investigations into 
Rafiq's claims.

Rafiq had made allegations 
of institutional racism against 
Yorkshire, whom Vaughan for-
merly captained and Rashid still 
plays for. He had claimed that 
Vaughan said to a group of the 
team's Asian players that there 
were "too many of you lot, we 
need to do something about it" 
before a match in 2009.

Vaughan has categorically 
denied Rafiq's allegations.

"I wanted to concentrate as 
much as possible on my cricket 
and to avoid distractions to the 
detriment of the team, but I 
can confirm Azeem Rafiq's rec-
ollection of Michael Vaughan's 
comments to a group of us 
Asian players," Rashid said, ac-
cording to ESPNCricinfo.

"Racism is a cancer in all 

walks of life and unfortunately 
in professional sports too, and is 
something which of course has 
to be stamped out," Rashid said.

Vaughan had admitted that 
he was the former player im-
plicated in the investigation 
into Rafiq's allegations of insti-
tutional racism at Yorkshire but 
"completely and categorically" 
denied the charges and vowed 
to "fight" to clear his name.

"I completely and categori-
cally deny that I ever said those 
words. I have nothing to hide. 
The 'you lot' comment never 
happened," the 2005 Ashes-
winning captain had written in 
a newspaper column.

"Anyone trying to recollect 
words said 10 years ago will be 
fallible but I am adamant those 
words were not used. If Rafiq 
believes something was said at 
the time to upset him then that 
is what he believes." The raging 
controversy has already led to 

the resignations of Yorkshire 
chairman Roger Hutton and 
chief executive Mark Arthur.

Rashid is the second of 
Rafiq's teammates to support 
his allegations, with former 
Pakistan bowler Rana Naved 
ul-Hasan having also said he 
heard Vaughan's comment.

"I'm encouraged by the fact 
that a parliamentary committee 
seems to be trying to improve 
the situation, whether that's 
holding people accountable or 
getting changes made at an in-
stitutional level," Rashid said.

"These can only be positive 
developments. I will of course 
be more than happy to support 
any official efforts when the 
time is right. For now, though, 
these matters are of an intense-
ly personal nature and I will 
not be commenting on them 
further. I ask you to respect my 
privacy and allow me to focus 
on my cricket.

Frustrating, But You 
Win Some, Lose Some: 
Kane Williamson

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: It's a "little bit frustrat-
ing", said New Zealand captain 
Kane Williamson after losing a 
third ICC trophy final but he also 
admitted that there was very 
little that his side could have 
done against an Australian team 
which didn't give an inch in the 
T20 World Cup summit clash 
here.

Having lost the 2015 and 2019 
ODI World Cup finals to Austra-
lia and England, the World Test 
champions lost another white-
ball final, this time to Aaron 
Finch's men in the global T20 
meet.

"You sign up to play the game, 
and you win and you lose, and 
these are things that can happen 
on any day," Williamson said in 
a pragmatic tone after his team's 
eight-wicket defeat at the hands 
of Australia.

"Credit to the way Australia 
chased it, they didn't give us 
an inch. Wasn't to be today, but 
proud of how we've operated.

"You know, if you look at the 
campaign on a whole, which we 
do, and the type of cricket that 
we have been able to play, I can 
say that we are very proud of 
our efforts throughout this pe-
riod of time. You get to a final 
and anything can happen," he 
explained.

Williamson tried to put things 
in perspective and, in a round-
about manner, said that the 
2019 World Cup final hurt even 
more.

"You mentioned perhaps that 
white ball in 2019, which might 
be a longer discussion if you 
have some time.

"And all these different fine 
lines and results, they happen, 
you know, and today, we turned 

up and played some really good 
cricket. And it wasn't quite good 
enough. That's sort of just the 
way it goes, you know, and for 
us, it's still putting our energy 
into the right areas," he rea-
soned.

For a team that has now 
played four finals in the last six 
ICC events, Williamson spoke 
about the positives.

"There are a lot of positives in 
the statements that you made, 
and for us, it's still trying to build 
on that and grow as a team. You 
want to win these comps. You 
want the fruits, and so did say a 
lot of other teams.

"When you do turn up on 
the day, anything can happen, 
and we can see how competi-
tive this competition has been 
right through the group stages, 
as well, and there were so many 
sides that were more than capa-
ble of winning this competition,' 
he added.

"But like I say, really proud 
of the efforts that have gone in 
from our side across the board."

He agreed that on Sunday 
night, New Zealand couldn't cre-
ate enough opportunities when 
Australia batted.

"The guys worked hard to get 
to what we thought was a com-
petitive total. Unfortunately we 
weren't able to create many op-
portunities and get those break-
throughs. Yeah, it was a little bit 
frustrating."     

He felt that the conditions 
became easier for batting as the 
day progressed.

"We sort of thought on that 
surface that we had a few oppor-
tunities to do that and build some 
pressure. Yeah, I think we've 
seen the conditions throughout 
be fairly consistent, and the ball 
did skid on a little bit. 

Kiwis Arrive In Jaipur 
Day After Final Loss

Aaron Finch Hails 
Mitch Marsh After 
WC Final Show

ICC Must Counter 
Toss Factor: Gavaskar
‘Must ensure there is a level-playing field’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: Mitchell Marsh had once 
declared that most of Australia 
"hates" him for failing to make 
good of the promise he held out 
early in his injury-plagued career.

On Sunday, after the all-
rounder played a starring role 
in Australia's maiden T20 World 
Cup triumph with a brilliant un-
beaten 50-ball 77, his skipper 
Aaron Finch said Marsh copped 
unnecessary criticism all though 
his career and still kept his chin 
up, a reflection of the amazing 
human being that he is.

"To be able to put up with the 
critics for so long, when his per-
formance hasn't been bad by any 
stretch of the imagination and 
any format of the game, if you 
look at his ODI numbers they are 
very good," Finch said after Aus-
tralia outplayed New Zealand by 
8 wickets to claim the top prize.

"For him to keep coming back 
after people keep doubting him 
shows how much of a quality 
person he is," he added about the 
31-year-old all-rounder, who has 
suffered a lot due to injuries.

The latest setback for Marsh 
was last year when he suffered 
an ankle injury.

Marsh, who has now spent a 
decade in the Australian set-up 
and never really got going save 
a couple of Ashes hundreds in 
32 Tests and one three-figure 
mark in ODIs, finally hogged the 

limelight as an unlikely No. 3 for 
Australia in the T20 World Cup.

A few years back, he had fa-
mously said, "Most of Australia 
hates me" and when Finch was 
asked a question with reference to 
that, the skipper had a lot of praise 
reserved for the big all-rounder.

"He is the nicest person you will 
ever meet in your life. He's obvi-
ously a special player," Finch said.

Promoting Marsh up the order 
turned out to be a master-stroke, 
something the Australians had 
put a lot of thought into during 
their tour of the West Indies.

"Mitch's move to No. 3 was a re-
ally important one in the West In-
dies. We felt as though he's some-
one who could play -- he obviously 
plays fast bowling very well.

"Growing up in the WACA 
(Perth), he's very, very dominant 
off the back foot. He's someone 
who loves the contest, loves the 
challenge," Finch explained the 
rationale behind the move.

"And we just backed him from 
the start. We committed to him 
batting at No. 3 for a long time. 
He knew that, and that's all you 
need sometimes. You need a lit-
tle bit of backing and you need 
some confidence from every-
body else," he added.

There are times when one 
shot or a good delivery is a 
prime indicator of getting back 
to form and Finch saw that in 
Marsh's case quite early heading 
into the World Cup.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The advantage 
teams have had batting second 
in the just-concluded T20 World 
Cup is something the ICC can 
look into to ensure a level-play-
ing field, Indian batting great 
Sunil Gavaskar said on Monday.

In the T20 showpiece that 
concluded in the UAE on Sunday 
with Australia’s triumph over 
New Zealand in the title clash, 
teams batting second have won 
almost all their matches, includ-
ing the semifinals and the final.

“The commentators were say-
ing that the dew factor wasn’t 
there today so I don’t think it 
really came into play that much 
in this game but I think it has in 
the previous games and maybe 

that is something that needs 
to be looked at,” Gavaskar told 
Sports Today.

“But you may also say that if 
the group matches are played at 
the same time then why change 
for the knockouts.

“But again, I feel that it is 
something for the ICC Cricket 
Committee to get their heads 
around and make sure that 
there is a level playing field for 
both teams,” said Gavaskar.

Ravi Shastri and Bharat Arun, 
who were India’s head coach 
and bowling coach respectively 
in the tournament, spoke about 
the dew factor after the team’s 
group stage exit.

As many as 29 out of 45 
matches in the tournament were 
won by teams batting second. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JAIPUR: The New Zealand squad 
arrived here on a charter flight 
a day after losing the T20 World 
Cup final to Australia in Dubai.

Since it is a bubble to bubble 
transfer, the Black Caps will not 
have to quarantine before the 
first T20I against hosts India on 
Wednesday.

“They arrived in the evening 
and will be tested as per pro-
tocol before they have their 
practice session tomorrow,” 
confirmed a Rajasthan Cricket 
Association (RCA) official.

New Zealand lost their maid-
en T20 World Cup final by eight 
wickets.

It is expected to be tough for 
the Kiwis to regroup quickly for 
the three games against India.

“It’s the first time that I can 
remember that we’re so quickly 

into another series immedi-
ately at the back-end of the T20 
World Cup. It’s definitely tough 
and challenging but it is what 
is in front of us,” head coach 
Gary Stead was quoted as saying 
by ESPNcricinfo on the hectic 
scheduling.

Nine members of the Test 
side, including Ross Taylor and 
Tom Latham, who were not part 
of the T20 squad, had arrived 
last week.

The Indian team, which failed 
to qualify for the World Cup 
semifinals, had its first training 
session on Monday under new 
head coach Rahul Dravid.

India are scheduled to 
play three T20 Internation-
als against New Zealand on 
Wednesday, Friday and Sun-
day, respectively, after which 
the two teams will engage in a 
two-match Test series. 

Dutch Coach Injures Hip 
Ahead Of Crucial WC Qualifier

Ronaldo: Portugal Can 
Overcome After Qualifying Loss

Argentina, Brazil Meet 
With Eyes On Qatar

AGENCIES

QATAR: Cristiano Ronaldo wants 
Portugal to rebound quickly af-
ter the stunning loss that kept 
the team from securing a spot at 
next year’s World Cup.

Playing at home and needing 
only a draw to clinch a berth 
in the tournament in Qatar, 
Portugal conceded in the 90th 
minute in Sunday’s 2-1 loss to 
Serbia and was relegated to a 
playoff that will be held next 
year with 11 other nations.

“Football has shown us time 
and time again that sometimes 
the most difficult paths are the 
ones that lead us to the most 
desired outcomes,” Ronaldo 
said on Instagram on Monday.

The 36-year-old veteran 
could be facing his last World 
Cup after making four straight 
appearances in the tourna-
ment since 2006.

“Yesterday’s result was 
tough, but not tough enough to 
get us down,” he said. “The goal 
of being in the 2022 World Cup 

is still very much alive and we 
know what we have to do to 
get there.

“No excuses,” he said. “Por-
tugal on its way to Qatar.”

Portugal looked good at the 
start of the game against Ser-
bia at the Stadium of Light 
in Lisbon, scoring after two 
minutes with Renato Sanches. 
But it struggled afterward, al-
lowing the visitors to equalize 
through Dusan Tadic in the 

33rd and seeing substitute 
Aleksandar Mitrovic score the 
winner in the end.

Ronaldo was upset after the 
late goal, complaining and 
yelling at his teammates from 
midfield as he waited for play 
to resume. After the final whis-
tle, he sat on the field by him-
self, shaking his head and look-
ing desolate. Some teammates 
and opponents came over to 
console him.

AGENCIES

ZEIST: The Netherlands has an 
unexpected injury to contend 
with ahead of the team’s cru-
cial World Cup qualifying match 
against Norway: Coach Louis van 
Gaal hurt his hip in a fall and had 
to be driven to training Monday 
in a golf cart.

The 70-year-old coach said he 
can still do his job despite falling 
and hurting himself on Sunday. 
During the training session, Van 
Gaal remained seated in the cart 
and gave instructions to one of 
his assistants, Danny Blind, who 
passed them on to the players.

“Physically, (I’m) not good, but 
the brain is still working,” Van 
Gaal said, adding he was in “a lot 
of pain. That’s why I am sitting in 
a wheelchair.”

The Netherlands blew a two-
goal lead against Montenegro 
on Saturday in a 2-2 draw when 
victory would have guaranteed 
qualification for the World Cup in 
Qatar. The Netherlands has a far 
superior goal difference over Tur-
key and Norway, which are two 

points behind the Dutch. A draw 
on Tuesday in Rotterdam should 
be enough to ensure the team ad-
vances to next year’s tournament.

Central defender Stefan de Vrij 
left the Dutch training camp Sun-
day with an injury he picked up 
against Montenegro and will not 
be available for Tuesday’s game.

The match will be played at 
an empty Kuip Stadium in Rot-
terdam because of lockdown 
measures that came into force 
over the weekend amid soaring 
COVID-19 infections in the Neth-
erlands.

Van Gaal said staff at the sta-
dium are looking into how to get 
him to the dugout for the match.

AGENCIES

SAO PAULO: Brazil is already the 
first South American team to se-
cure a direct spot in next year’s 
World Cup. Second-place Argen-
tina is nearly there, too.

Anyone thinking Tuesday’s qual-
ifying match between the teams 
will not be decisive hasn’t consid-
ered how much pride will be at 
stake in the region’s superclasico.

Copa America champion Ar-
gentina is determined to upstage 
Brazil and show Lionel Messi he 
has a decent shot next year of 
winning the only trophy miss-
ing in his career. Victory in front 
of home crowd could also mean, 
pending other results, securing 
qualification for Qatar 2022.

Brazil is aiming to complete 
the best South American quali-
fying campaign in history, al-
though coach Tite is still expect-
ed to continue experimenting 
with his lineup with an eye on 
the World Cup.

Only 25,000 fans in San Juan, 
in Argentina’s northwest, will 

be at the stadium to watch 
the teams play a full game for 
the first time in this edition of 
World Cup qualifying. The first 
encounter was stopped after 
seven minutes of play in Sep-
tember by Brazilian authorities 
enforcing protocols in place for 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Brazil leads qualifiers with 34 
points, six ahead of Argentina. 
Both teams have completed 12 
games, one fewer than the other 
eight teams in qualifying. 
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DELHI POLLUTION

SC Tells Centre To Hold 
Meeting, Implement 
Work From Home
Agenceis

“Hue and cry” over farmers' 
stubble burning is without any 
scientific and factual basis, the 
Supreme Court said on Monday 
while noting that it contributes 
only 10 per cent to air pollu-
tion in Delhi-NCR. The court 
directed the Centre to call an 
emergency meeting on Tuesday 
to tackle pollution.

Pointing to construction, in-
dustry, transport, power and 
vehicular traffic as the major 
culprits in causing pollution, 
the apex court asked the Centre 
to take measures like stopping 
non-essential activities and 
implementing work from home.

“Even though some decisions 
were taken by the Commission 
for Air Quality Management in 
the National Capital Region and 
Adjoining Areas Act, it has not 
indicated precisely what steps 
they are going to take to control 
factors that are causing air pol-
lution,” a three-justice bench 
headed by Chief Justice N.V. 
Ramana said.

“In view of that, we direct 
the government of India to call 
for an emergency meeting to-
morrow and discuss the areas 
which we indicated and what 
orders they can pass to effec-
tively control air pollution. So 
far, as stubble burning is con-
cerned, broadly affidavits state 
that their contribution is not so 
much except for two months. 
However, at present, a good 
amount of stubble burning is 
taking place in Haryana and 
Punjab,” the bench said.

It directed the Centre and 

the NCR states to examine in-
troducing work from home for 
employees.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the Centre, 
informed the bench about sev-
eral measures contemplated 
in an emergency meeting held 
between the secretaries of the 
Union Government and Delhi, 
Punjab and Haryana.

"We have come to the conclu-
sion that stubble burning is not 
the major cause of pollution and 
it contributes to only 10 per cent 
of the air pollution," Mehta said.

Reacting on his submission, 
the bench, also comprising 
Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and 
Surya Kant, said, "Are you agree-
ing that stubble burning is not 
the main cause? That hue and cry 
has no scientific or factual basis?"

Referring to the affidavit filed 
by the Centre, the apex court 
said 75 per cent of the air pollu-
tion is due to three factors—in-
dustry, dust and transport.

“In the last hearing (on 
Saturday), we mentioned stubble 
burning is not a major issue, city-
related issues are there. So if you 
take steps on them, the situation 

will improve,” the bench said.
“In fact now, the cat is out of 

the bag, the farmers' stubble 
burning contributes to only 4 
per cent of the pollution as per 
the chart. So we are targeting 
something which is totally in-
significant,” the bench said.

The top court also expressed 
displeasure over the earlier 
emergency meeting and said, 
“This is not the way we ex-
pected an executive emergency 
meeting will be held. It is unfor-
tunate that we have to set the 
agenda. The sum and substance 
is construction, power, trans-
port, dust and stubble burning 
are the issues. Ask the commit-
tee created and decide how to 
implement the action plan by 
tomorrow evening.”

At the outset, senior advocate 
Vikas Singh, appearing for the 
petitioners, submitted that he 
wanted to make some sugges-
tions and submitted that con-
struction should be regulated 
rather than being banned. He 
said the Centre was not willing 
to take strong measures in view 
of the upcoming assembly elec-
tions in Punjab.

The solicitor general opposed 
him saying, "My friend has a 
different agenda".

The apex court intervened 
and said, “You want to fight or 
you want to argue? We are not 
concerned with elections and 
politics. Last day also, we had 
clarified we are not concerned 
with politics, we only want 
pollution to come down… why 
bring up elections… We are in 
the middle of a crisis situation,” 
the bench said.

Women Scribes Arrested For 'Inflammatory 
Posts' On Tripura Communal Violence Get Bail
Agenceis

Agartala: Two women jour-
nalists, who were arrested 
over their social media posts 
on the recent communal 
incidents in Tripura, were 
Monday ordered to be re-
leased on bail by a magis-
trate's court.

Samriddhi Sakunia and 
Swarna Jha, journalists with 
HW News Network, were 
named in an FIR at Fatikroy 
Police Station in Tripura on 
Sunday on a complaint filed 
by a VHP supporter.

Judicial magistrate 
Shubhra Nath granted bail 
to them after they were 

produced before the court.
The two journalists 

were detained in Assam's 
Karimganj on Sunday and 
were brought to Tripura on 
transit remand for produc-
tion before the magistrate's 
court in Udaipur, around 
50 km from state capital 
Agartala. --- PTI

Congress To Go Solo In 
UP Polls, Contest All 403 
Seats: Priyanka Gandhi
Agenceis

T
he Congress will not enter 
into an alliance with any po-
litical party and contest all 

the 403 seats in the 2022 Uttar 
Pradesh polls on its own, party 
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
announced on Sunday.

A tweet from the Uttar Pradesh 
unit of the Congress said Priyanka 
Gandhi made the declaration on 
the plea of the party workers.

Ruling out an electoral tie-up in 
Uttar Pradesh, the Congress gen-
eral secretary said the leaders of 
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the 
Bahujan Samaj Party (SP) were 
nowhere to be seen even when 
the 2017 Unnao rape case and the 
Hathras gangrape-and-murder 
case in 2020 rocked the country, 
adding that only the Congress 
was fighting for the people.

According to sources in the 
Congress, she said the party 
fought for the people's agenda 
over the last five years in the 
state and added that on the basis 
of its organisational strength, it 
would go to the polls and give an 
opportunity to the party cadre.

Addressing Congress 

workers at the Pratigya 
Sammelan - Lakshya 2022 in 
Bulandshahr's Anoopshahr, 
Priyanka Gandhi stressed on the 
importance of the Uttar Pradesh 
polls for the party, calling it a 
"do-or-die" situation.

She held talks with around 
7,400 party workers from 14 dis-
tricts of the state in Bulandshahr.

Priyanka Gandhi's declaration 
of the Congress going solo in the 
Uttar Pradesh polls assumes signif-
icance as in recent days, the grand 
old party was seen favourably in-
clined towards the Rashtriya Lok 
Dal (RLD) of Jayant Chaudhary.

Priyanka Gandhi and the RLD 
chief had together travelled to 
Delhi from Lucknow recently in a 
Chhattisgarh government plane, 
triggering the speculation.

President Kovind To Visit 
Bangladesh To Attend 
Victory Celebrations
Agenceis

DHAKA: President Ram Nath 
Kovind will visit Dhaka on 
December 16 to attend the Victory 
Day celebrations, the media in 
Dhaka quoted the Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister as saying.

President Kovind is visiting 
the neighbouring country on 
December 16 and 17 on the invi-
tation of his Bangladesh counter-
part Abdul Hamid, the Daily Star 
newspaper reported on Sunday.

"This will be the first visit by 
the 14th President of India to 
Bangladesh," Foreign Minister A 
K Abdul Momen said.

Bangladesh and India are 
jointly organising a "Logo and 
Backdrop" designing competi-
tion, marking the Maitri Diwas 
on December 6, the report said.

According to a report in the 
Dhaka Tribune, Bangladesh and 
India are working together eye-
ing two mega events next month 
- Maitri Diwas and Victory Day of 
Bangladesh - on December 6 and 
December 16 respectively with 
exchange of high-level visits.

Apart from the Victory Day 
celebrations, the president will 
also take part in other key en-
gagements, it said.

Bangladesh is commemo-
rating Mujib Borsho, the birth 
centenary of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman and 50 years of the 
country's war of liberation. The 
two countries are also celebrat-
ing 50 years of the establishment 
of diplomatic ties.

The Bangladesh Liberation War 

in 1971 broke after the sudden 
crackdown at midnight on March 
25, 1971 in the erstwhile East 
Pakistan by the Pakistani troops 
and ended on December 16.

Pakistan conceded defeat and 
unconditionally surrendered in 
Dhaka to the allied forces com-
prising the freedom fighters and 
the Indian soldiers.

Officially three million people 
were killed during the nine-
month long war.

The two countries decided to 
commemorate December 6 as 
Maitri Diwas (Friendship Day), 
the day when India recognised 
Bangladesh in 1971, the report said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
visited Bangladesh in March and 
met with his Bangladeshi coun-
terpart Sheikh Hasina. The two 
leaders reviewed the full range of 
bilateral ties and discussed ways to 
deepen the economic and cultural 
linkages in the times to come.

During the visit, the two sides 
signed five MoUs covering areas 
such as connectivity, commerce, 
information technology and sports.

Govt Likely To Allow Post-
Mortem After Sunset In Hospitals 
With Proper Infrastructure
Agenceis

T
he Centre is likely to allow 
conducting post-mortem 
after sunset in hospitals 

with proper infrastructure, ex-
cept for cases of homicide, sui-
cide, rape, decomposed bodies 
and suspected foul, sources said.

The aim is also to push for 
post-mortem for organ dona-
tion even after sundown if ade-
quate infrastructure is available, 
they said.

The issue of conducting post-
mortem after sunset was exam-
ined by a technical committee 
in the Directorate General of 
Health Services under the Union 
Ministry of Health recently, a 
source said.

During the meeting, it was dis-
cussed that some institutes were 
already performing night-time 
post-mortem.

In view of the rapid advance-
ment and improvement in tech-
nology, especially availability of 

required lighting and infrastruc-
ture required for post-mortem, 
performing night time post-mor-
tem in hospitals is feasible, an of-
ficial source said.

"The discussion was in fa-
vour of allowing conducting 
of post-mortem in hospitals 
with proper infrastructure. The 
fitness and adequacy of infra-
structure, among others, shall 
be assessed by the hospital 
in-charge to ensure that there 
is no dilution of evidentiary 
value," the source stated.

However, cases under catego-
ries such as homicide, suicide, 
rape, decomposed bodies and 
suspected foul play should not 
be subjected for post-mortem 
during night time unless there 
is a law and order situation, the 
source said.

Also, video recording of post-
mortem will be done for all night 
post-mortem to rule out any sus-
picion, and preserved for future 
reference for legal purposes.

Wasim Rizvi Wants To Be 
Cremated, Not Buried
Agenceis

F
ormer Uttar Pradesh Shia 
Central Waqf Board chair-
man Wasim Rizvi has a pen-

chant for controversies. He has 
now released a video-recorded 
message expressing his desire to 
be cremated according to Hindu 
rituals and not buried.

In the video released on Sunday, 
Rizvi mentioned that his body 
must be handed over to his Hindu 
friend, Mahant Narasimha Nanda 
Saraswati of the Dasna temple, 
and he should light his pyre.

Wasim Rizvi has earned the 
ire of his entire community after 

he challenged 26 'ayats' of the 
Quran and then claimed to have 
written a new Quran.

He has reportedly received 
death threats from Muslim 
groups for filing a PIL in the 
Supreme Court seeking the re-
moval of verses from the Quran, 
which he alleges "teach violence".


