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The more one judges, 
the less one loves

–  Honore de Balzac

Widom

4 Youths Detained 
In Doda Released
BHADERWAH: Four youths 
detained during a counter-
insurgency operation were released 
on a surety bond in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Doda district, officials 
said on Wednesday. The youths, 
including two brothers, were picked 
up by the troops of �  More On P10

Pak National 
Arrested Along Border
FEROZEPUR: The BSF Wednesday 
arrested a Pakistani national near 
the India-Pakistan border in Fazilka 
district, officials said. The arrested 
Pakistani national has been 
identified as Najib Ullah Khan (38), 
son of Chann Suraj Abdullah Khan, 
a resident of �  More On P10

Former Cong Leader 
Joins BJP In J&K
JAMMU: Former Congress leader 
and prominent businessman Y V 
Sharma on Wednesday joined the 
BJP here, pledging to work towards 
strengthening the party in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Sharma, a former 
president of Jammu Chamber of 
Commerce and �  More On P10

Bus Mows Down 
Beacon Labourer
SRINAGAR: A 50-year-old beacon 
labourer died on spot after he was 
run over by a speeding passenger 
bus in Bramri in north Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district on Wednesday 
morning, reports and officials said.
A Beacon In-charge said that a 
group of labourers �  More On P10

Do You Get Your Copy of 

KASHMIR 
OBSERVER

Regularly?

 If Not

Irshad Ahmad: 7006276927

Contact Circulation Incharge:

+91 90865 17777 +91 1947969705
S M A R T  H O M E S

Buy Your Dream Home In Delhi
Luxury, ultra modern residential 
4,3,2 and 1 bedroom apartments 
at NFC-Khizrabad, New Delhi

Independent Luxury 
Villas at Kalindikunj, 
New Delhi

Ready to move in flats 
for middle income 
groups in South Delhi
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Cop Among 
Two Injured In 
Eidgah Blast
Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: Two people, includ-
ing a policeman were injured on 
Wednesday in a grenade blast in 
Eidgah area of the Old City here.

Unknown militants lobbed 
a hand grenade towards the 
picket of CRPF 61 battalion in 
Aali Masjid area of Eidgah on 
Wednesday evening reports 
said. The grenade, however, ex-
ploded on the road injuring a 
policeman and a civilian.

The injured identified as 
Aijaz Ahmad of Hawal and Sajad 
Ahmad Bhat of Narwara were 
removed to the hospital for 
treatment, reports said.

Bhat, who works in Jammu 
and Kashmir police, �  More On P10

Mercury Dips 
Further, -3oC In 
Pahalgam
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Cold conditions con-
tinued unabated across Kashmir 
Valley with Pahalgam and Gulmarg 
recording minus 3.0 degree Celsius 
and minus 0.6 degree Celsius re-
spectively on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official here said that Srinagar re-
corded a low of 1.6 degree Celsius, 
same as on previous night which 
is below minus 0.2 degree Celsius 
normal for this time of the year in 
the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 0.2 degree 
Celsius against previous night’s 
0.8 degree Celsius, �  More On P10

Ex- J&K Deputy CM In 
Soup Over Illegal Construction

J&K Logs 165 Cases, 
3 More Covid Deaths

26 KP Employees 
Served Notice For 
Unauthorized Absence

Chinese Troops 
Survey Border Villages 
In Pak Kashmir

Pain, Tears, Blurry Vision: Screen-Learning Turning Toxic For Students

DSEK Cracks Whip On 
Private Schools

Syed Burhan

A
feefa Anees is once again 
preparing for the worst. 
As the possible third wave 

is making e-learning away of life 
again in Kashmir, the mother of 
two from Srinagar’s Downtown 
area fears it might once again 
come at a heavy cost.

It was only after few months 
of attending online classes that 
her son Muhammad Mushahid 
started complaining of blurry 
vision last year amid pandemic.

“I took him to an ophthalmol-
ogist who advised him to wear 
eyeglasses,” Afeefa, 37, says.

Before leaving his clinic, the 
eye specialist told the anxious 

mother that her son had devel-
oped eye complications due to 
excessive use of mobile phone.

“As a mother I keep an eye 
on my son as he sticks to the 
smartphone on the pretext of 
attending online classes,” she 
says.“This has already given him 
a blurry vision.”

As the pandemic nears two 
years, there’s an increase in the 
number of students complaining 
of eye-related problems and com-
plications due the increase in the 
screen-time for online classes.

“Online classes have become 
a headache for parents,” Saima 
Hassan, another anguished 
young mother from Srinagar, 
says.“I can’t reconcile with 

the fact that my son Absaar, 
a second-grade student, is a 

mobile-phone addict.”
While online classes might’ve 

given students a field day with 
smartphones, many blame the 
style of contemporary Kashmiri 
parenting raising their new born 
with YouTube cartoons. Saima’s 
son is one of those ‘YouTube ba-
bies’ of Kashmir.

As she narrates ordeal of her 
son, nine-year-old Absaar is busy 
playing games on the mobile 
phone. She quotes her son say-
ing, “I will only study if you give 
me access to mobile phone”.

Absaar uses online classes as 
a pretext to get access to a mo-
bile phone. But when the same 
routine gave him frequent head-
aches, an oculist recommended 
him wear eyeglasses.

Apart from this 

smartphone-driven parenting 
problem, the sustained screen 
learning is leaving Hakim Zahra 
in tears.

She first noticed the toxic 
change when she attended 
school and tuition classes online 
for hours together over a span of 
few months.

“At first I was not sure why my 
eyes were teary,” Zahra, a Class 11 
student, says.“Over the time I real-
ized the more screen-time I share, 
my eyes would shed tears and I 
started to experience blurry vision. 
It got aggravated to the extent that 
I could not sleep anymore.”

She went to an eye specialist 
who recommended her eye-
glasses. Since then  �  More On P10

Agencies

NEW DELHI:  Chinese People 
Liberation Army personnel are 
carrying out a survey of the 
border posts and villages in 
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir 
(PcK) to strengthen the Pakistan 
military apparatus across Line 
of Control, said sources, adding 
the Indian military is keeping 
an eye on the activities and mo-
tives behind the survey.

Source said that around 
four dozen Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army soldiers ar-
rived in general area Kel, Jura 
and Leepa sectors of Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir a month ago.

Indian armed forces say that 
these areas — Kel, Jura and 
Leepa — are among those from 
where Pakistan pushes mili-
tants into Jammu and Kashmir.

Source said that the over 
40 People’s Liberation Army 
soldiers came to these re-
gions, divided themselves into 
groups of five or six each, vis-
ited a number of villages and 
conducted surveys of villages, 
Pakistan Army posts and “infil-
tration routes used by terrorists 
to reach the Kashmir Valley”.

The groups were accompa-
nied by Pakistan Army person-
nel, Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) officers, and interpreters.

Source said that the visit of 
Chinese troops in Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir villages 
indicates the making of model 
villages — which can be used 
both by civilians and military 

— in these regions.
“Are Chinese helping Pakistan 

in building model villages along 
the Line of Control as they 
have done across borders with 
India,” questioned a senior gov-
ernment officer over Chinese 
PLA men visiting these regions.

Last week, the US Department 
of Defense in its annual report 
to Congress on military and se-
curity developments involving 
the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) had flagged that China 
has built a large 100-home ci-
vilian village inside disputed 
territory between the Tibet 
Autonomous Region and India’s 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The report also had stated that 
these and other infrastructure 
development efforts along the 
India-China border have been 
a source of consternation in the 
Indian government and media.

About the US report, a se-
nior security official, however, 
stated the said village being 
referred to has been under 
Chinese control since 1959.

The village has been built by 
China in an area that was occu-
pied by the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) after overrunning 
an Assam Rifles post in 1959, in 
an operation known as Longju 
incident along the frontier in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Registration Of Outside Vehicles

HC Pulls Up Transport 
Dept For Seeking  
9% Token Tax

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The J&K and 
Ladakh High Court has 
asked the government not 
to demand 9% token tax 
from the owners of the out-
side registered vehicles in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Hearing a contempt pe-
tition, a division bench of 
Justice Ali Mohammad 
Magrey and Justice Sanjay 

Dhar also granted three weeks 
more time to Commissioner/
Secretary to Transport 
Department, Transport 
Commissioner and RTO 
Kashmir for filing response 
to the plea filed against the 
circular issued on June 10 this 
year, falling which the officers 
have been asked to appear in 
person before it on next date 
of hearing on December 2.

Counsel for �  More On P10

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Three more people 
succumbed to coronavirus 
in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Wednesday while 165 fresh 
cases of virus were reported 
from the Union Territory dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

According to officials, two fresh 

fatalities were reported from 
Kashmir Valley and one from 
Jammu division on Wednesday, 
taking the overall fatality count in 
J&K to 4448 —2178 in Jammu and 
2270 in Kashmir.

About the fresh cases, the 
officials said that 147 were re-
ported from the Valley and the 
remaining �  More On P10

‘Don’t Force Parents To 
Buy Books, Uniforms 
From Particular Shops’

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Taking a strong note 
about some private schools 
forcing the parents to pur-
chase books from some spe-
cific private shops, the Director 
School Education Kashmir on 
Wednesday warned all private 
recognised schools of de-recog-
nition and withdrawal of NOC 
for such activities.

“Again it has came into the 
notice of this Directorate that 
recognised Private schools are 
still indulging in selling books/
uniforms in the school prem-
ises and even parents are being 
forced to purchase books from 

some specific private shops, 
besides the exercise of replac-
ing existing books with the 
new one is becoming habitual 
on part of recognised unaided 
private schools which has been 
viewed very seriously,” DSEK 
said in a circular issued here.

This practice, the DSEK said, 
was against the instructions 
already issued on the subject 
vide series of communications 
issued earlier.

“As such, it is once again 
enjoined upon all the Private 
recognised schools that they 
should desist from compel-
ling the parents for purchas-
ing books/uniforms from any 
particular shop and change of 
books thereof,” it reads.

Further in order to have a 
wider choice for the parents for 
purchase of �  More On P10

Nirmal Singh has 
5-Days To Demolish 
Palatial House
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu 
Development Authority (JDA) 
has served a notice on senior 
BJP leader and former deputy 
chief minister Nirmal Singh ask-
ing him to demolish his illegally 
constructed house on the out-
skirts of the city within five days.

Singh and his family moved 
into the palatial bungalow near 
the Army's ammunition sub-
depot at Ban village of Nagrota 
on July 23 last year, even though 
the high court had in May 2018 
directed the authorities to en-
sure "strict implementation" of 

a 2015 notification barring gen-
eral public from carrying out 
any construction within 1,000 
yards of defence works.

"The matter is sub-judice and 
I will be consulting my lawyers 
for future course of action, the 
BJP leader told PTI, confirming 
the receipt of the notice issued 
by the JDA on November 8.

In its order of demolition, the 

JDA said the building was con-
structed without attaining the 
valid permission from the com-
petent authority.

"...you are hereby directed to 
remove the illegal construction 
on your own level within five 
days from the date of issuance 
of the order. If you fail to remove 
the illegal construction within 
the stipulated period of time, 
the same shall be demolished 
by the enforcement wing of JDA 
and cost of removal shall be re-
covered from you as arrears of 
land revenue," the JDA said.

The high court on May 7, 2018 
had asked all parties concerned 
to maintain status quo until final 
disposition of an Army plea which 
claimed that the building was in 
violation of laid down norms.

Raising security and safety 
concerns in view �  More On P10

Auqib Javeed

SRINAGAR: The authorities 
in south Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district have issued show 
cause notice to at least 26 
Kashmiri Pandit employees, 
who fled from the Valley fol-
lowing a spate of civilian kill-
ings last month.

According to an order is-
sued on Thursday by the 
District social welfare offi-
cer (Anantnag), 26 Kashmiri 
Pandit employees absent 
from duties for over a month 
have been asked to resume 
duties or face action as war-
ranted under rules. The 26 

employees, including six 
women working as junior 
assistants, orderly and social 
workers, have been asked to 
explain their position over 
absence from duties.

“Whereas you have been 
found unauthorizedly absent 
from your legitimate duties. 
Whereas this office tried to 
contact you telephonically and 
by other media but you didn’t 
bother to resume your duties 
and you failed to join back to 
your duties,” reads the order.

It also adds that the unau-
thorized absence has ham-
pered the office work both at 
district as well �  More On P10

ARE CHINESE HELPING PAKISTAN 
in building model villages along the Line of 

Control as they have done across borders with India.”
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DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Division of Vety. Biochemistry
(DST-Fist / DBT-Star college Assisted Division)

Faculty of Veterinary Sciences & Animal Husbandry
Shuhama, Alusteng, Srinagar 190006, Kashmir (J & K State)
Tele-fax: 0194-2262375

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Applications on the plain paper with full biodata are invited for the following position 
required under ICMR project entitled “Identification of Early Biomarkers of Functional 
Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome in Rat model and their validation in human counterparts” 
on contractual basis and the position is co-terminus with the project. The applications 
along with Curriculum Vitae should reach the below mentioned email on or before 14-
11-2021. Interview for filling up the position will be held on 16-11-2021 at 10:00 am at 
Division of Veterinary Biochemistry, FVSc & AH. Shuhama, Alusteng. There will be no 
separate notice issued for date of interview and no TA/DA will be paid to the candidates 
on this account.

S. 
No

Position Minimum  qualification Desirable Salary

1. Research 
Associate (RA)

 Ph.D/MD/MS/MDS or 
equivalent degree or having 
3 years of research, teaching 
and design and development 
experience after MVSC/M.
Pharm/ME/M.Tech with at least 
one research paper in Science 
Citation Indexed (SCI) journal

Experience in the 
relevant field

Rs 47000 
+ HRA ( as 
applicable) pm

The engagement of project staff shall be ruled by the following terms and conditions:
The appointment shall be contractual and co-terminus with the project. 
The appointment shall be governed by terms and conditions of the project funding 
agency.
No TA/DA shall be paid for appearing in the interview.
The engagement can be terminated at any time before the expiry of the project without 
any notice and assigning any reason thereof.

                                                                                                        Sd/- 
Principal Investigator

                                                                                                     (Dr. Showkeen Muzamil)
                                                                                                         Phone No. +91 7006082026 

Email: showkeen@skuastkashmir.ac.in                                                        

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.

Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

Thursday|11-11-2021
KASHMIR OBSERVER

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing and home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

Plumbing Jobs
AH Tube wells-                      9419006446
Amriz Services-                     7947411032
Valley Plumbers -                  7947130027
Shah Constructions-              7947130111
 Electric & Plumbing –          7947130256
Ajaz Plumber-                        6008402994

Carpenter  Jobs
Manpreet Sigh-                      9988612761
Mohammad Yaseen-              9419502845
Mohammad Ishfaq -               6064850094
Wasta Aashiq-                          606480982
Kuljit Singh-                          9906480421
Najjar Furniture Works-        9906598910
Umaid & Company-              7889686402
Suraj Joinery Works-             9906698804

Tutorials
Home Tutions
Excellent Coaching for,
9th,10th,11th &12th classes
Contact:-7006515740

TM

Office of the Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has been received by this office from Mr./Mrs  Ejafat  
Hameed S/O  Abdul Hameed Rather R/O Aliyapora Shopian    (Party No 1st) as 
Transferor, (seller) owner of the vehicle LMV - FIGO Regd. No. -- (Commercial/ Non 

Commercial ) covering under R/P NO: -------
And   Mr./ Mrs Aijaz Ahamd Dar S/o Ab Majeed Dar R/O Drahgam Pulwama  (Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee 
(purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd and 
cancellation of hire purchase agreement withJK Bank HR Shopian .
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having objection  regarding the proposed transfer may file 
his objection within seven (7) days from the datte of publication of this notice to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after stipulated period.
No : ARTO/Spn/911-2021
Dated 08-11-2021 S/D Asst Regional 
AST Transport Officer Shopian

Public Notice
It is for the information of General Public that I am dis-

owning the activites of my Son namely Adnan Manzoor 
Bhat S/o Manzoor Ahmad Bhat . Any person doing any 
sort of transaction with Adnan Manzoor Bhat will be do-
ing  at his/her own risk and  I shall  not be held respon-
sible for the same.

Manzoor Ahmad  Bhat
S/o Mohammad Sidiq Bhat 

R/o Alamdar Colony Rawalpora  Srinagar
Cell: 9419078010

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from one. Shri : Abdul Lateef Rather S/o:  Ali 
Mohammad Rather R/o:  Jawharpora Narbal Budgam  owner of vehicle bearing  Registra-
tion No: JK04F 7484 for cancellation of hire purchase agreement with M/S J & K Bank 
B/U Sherabad Pattan Baramullah.
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general public that objections if 
any to the proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing 
in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period 
of 12 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper . 
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.3789
 Dated  10-11-2021

Assistant Regional Transport officer
MCB Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from one. Shri : Zahoor Hussain Mir S/o:  Ab 
Rashid Mir  R/o:  Badrad Magam  Budgam  owner of vehicle bearing   Registration No: 
JK04D 8783 for cancellation of hire purchase agreement with M/S J&K Bank B/U Main 
Branch Magam .
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general public that ob-
jections if any to the proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in 
writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a 
period of 12 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.3798 
 Dated  10-11-2021  Assistant Regional 
MCB Transport officer Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT  REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Where as a joint application  has been recieved from owner.  Shri : Mu-
dasir Ahmad Ganie  S/o:    Ghulam Mohammad Ganie R/o:   Narkara Bud-
gam as Transferor) &  Shri.Mohammad Shafi Dar S/o Ali Mohammad Dar  
R/o Near Main Road Raithan Budgam.as Transferee) for transfer of Sumo  
Maxi Cab  vehicle No. JK04A -7720. As well as HPA Cancellation with Su-

dan Enterprises Shop No.05 Yard No. 06 Transport Nagar Narwal Jammu 180061 also required. 
Now  it is therefore notified for general information that objections, if any to the proposed transfer of the 
said route permit/vehicle shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office 
ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper . 
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM. 3780 
 Dated 10-11-2021

Assistant Regional Transport 
MCB Officer  Budgam Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT  REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from one. Shri : Mir Hafiz ullah  S/o:  Abdul Ahad Mir 
R/o:  Gotapora  Budgam  owner of vehicle bearing  Registration No: JK04D 1649 for cancellation 
of hire purchase agreement with M/S State  Bank of India B/U Soibugh .
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general public that objec-
tions if any to the proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in 
the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days 
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.3794
 Dated  10-11-2021 Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the RC of my Vehicle Bearing Regd No:-JK03G-2356. 
Now I have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody having 
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
office of the ARTO ANANTNAG. Within a period of seven days. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.
Name :-  Farooq Ahmad Shah 
 S/o :-    Ghulam Mohd Shah 
R/O:-   Yarhool Babapora Bonigam   RNA
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

US election drama drags 
on; trailing Gore wants hand 
count, loses faith in machines 

AGENCIES 

W
ASHINGTON: Republican George W. Bush’s lead 

over Democrat Vice-President Al-Gore has been 

pegged at 327 votes after a final unofficial recount 

in Florida, prompting the Bush camp to ask Gore to concede 

defeat but the outcome of the US Presidential election will not 

be known till next week as several thousand postal ballots are 

expected from abroad. 

Vice president Al-Gore, who the recounts showed was trailing 

by 327-votes to Republican George W Bush has demanded more 

vote recounts in crucial Florida state particularly hand counts in 

four of the 67 counties. Saying machines make mistakes. 

Meanwhile, news reports said a court in Palm Beach had 

or¬dered a freeze on the recount process in the county pending a 

hearing next week on alleged irregularities that could hurt Gore. 

Three days after the voting, the election to the White House 

was mired in uncertainty facing legal challenges and the world 

yet to know as to who is the next incumbent. 

The unofficial count by the Associated Press county-by-

county slightly boosted Bush’s tally after earlier counts had 

showed the margin as 225 votes. 

The recount shoved Bush won Florida, Bush’s 

communica¬tion director Karen Hughes claimed in a statement 

in Austin, Texas, asking Gore to concede. 

The Gore camp hit back saying contrary to claims by the 

rival side this election is not over. 

Again we want the true and accurate will of the people to 

prevail and that means the legal system to run its course. If 

at the end of that process, George Bush is the victor, we will 

respect that result, Gore campaign chairman William Daley 

said in a statement. 

(Kashmir Observer, November 11, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5: 35

ZUHR 12:14

ASR 4:52

Magrib 5:32

ISHA 6: 54

•	 1945 - Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Cordell Hull (establishing 
UN) 

•	  1953 - David Ben-Gurion, resigns as Prime Minister of Israel 
•	  1963 - Train crash in Japan, kills 164 
•	  1970 - Scientists perform 1st artificial synthesis of a live cell 
•	  1974 - A salmon is discovered in the River Thames, England, for 

the first time since 1833. 
•	  1979 - US President Carter announces a halts to Iranian oil im-

ports & freezes Iranian assets 
•	 1981 - 2nd shuttle mission-1st time spacecraft launched twice 

(Columbia 2) 
•	  1981 - Great Britain performs nuclear test 
•	 1984 - Space shuttle astronauts snared a satellite 1st space sal-

vage 
•	  1985 - STS 61-B vehicle moves to launch pad 
•	  1989 - Brazil holds its 1st free presidential election in 29 years 
•	  1990 - Crown Prince Akihito is formally installed as Emperor 

Akihito of Japan, becoming the 125th Japanese monarch. 
•	  1990 - Tim Berners-Lee publishes a formal proposal for the 

World Wide Web 
•	  1991 Atlanta Brave Tom Glavine wins NL Cy Young Award 
•	  1991 - Dili Massacre, Indonesian forces open fire on a crowd of 

protesters in Dili, East Timor, killing at least 250 
•	  1995 - STS 74 (Atlantis 15), launches into orbit 
•	  2001 - Taliban forces abandon Afghanistan’s capital Kabul, 

ahead of advancing Afghan Northern Alliance troops 
•	  2001 - In New York City, American Airlines Flight 587, an Airbus 

A300 on its way to the Dominican Republic, crashes minutes af-
ter takeoff from John F. Kennedy International Airport, killing all 
260 on board and five on the ground. 

•	  2003 - With 501 km/h (311 mph) Shanghai Transrapid sets up a 
new world record for commercial railway systems. 

•	  2003 - Iraq war: In Nasiriya, Iraq, at least 23 people, among 
them the first Italian casualties of the 2003 Iraq war are killed 
in a suicide bomb attack on an Italian police base. 

•	  2006 - The former Soviet republic of South Ossetia holds a ref-
erendum on independence from Georgia. 

•	  2011 - Silvio Berlusconi resigns as Prime Minister of Italy due, in 
large part, to the European sovereign debt crisis. 

•	  2012 - Into the Silence by Wade Davis wins the 2012 Samuel 
Johnson Prize 

•	  2014 - European Space Agency’s Rosetta lands the Philae probe 
on the comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko 

•	  2015 - Suicide bombings in Lebanon kill 43, Isis claim respon-
sibility 

•	  2016 - Jackie Chan awarded honorary Oscar for his film achieve-
ments at 8th Annual Governors Awards ceremony 
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Hundreds of J&K Bank ATM guards on Wednesday staged protest in Srinagar, alleging that the new company that has overtaken 
the security of the Bank is firing most of them while at the same time they are made to face the salary cuts.Pic Abid Bhat 

ISBANDH : A Venture Aimed 
To Revive Traditional 
Kashmiri Lifestyle At Mahatta 
Syed Burhan

Srinagar: -It is the sixth day 
of the event “Mashq-e-Payeez: 
Ishq-e-Nabi” organized by 
Edraak and visitors are greet-
ed by an enclosure setup by a 
Kashmiri brand "isbandh".

With a Charkha, Is-
bandh Souz and Portrait of 
Habba Khatoon, the stall is 
aimed at taking back the vis-
itors to nostalgia times.

“It is an attempt to revive 
the rich crafts and culture of 
Kashmir valley and create fu-
sion of Kashmiri crafts with 
the rest of the sub-continent”, 
says Mehreen Jan, co-found-
er of the venture.

She said “We are art-
ists at heart and are work-
ing with artisans especially 
women who have been as-
sociated with weaving and 
embroidery. We are empow-
ering Kashmiri artisans who 
form the backbone of our art 
and culture”,

Their first collection 
"Zoon" is inspired by the 
popular Kashmiri poetess 
Habba Khatoon. The col-

lection offers hand-woven 
Pashmina and Woolen Pher-
an with signature heritage 
embroidery.

The collection also of-
fers silk velvet and organza 
ensembles, with a fusion of 

different embroideries, tilla, 
dabka and sitara, says Meh-
reen who is studying textile 
designing from University of 
Arts, London.

Syeda Aga, who visited 
the “ISBANDH” enclosure 
at the exhibition, expressed 
her happiness over the en-
closure. “This is a good at-
tempt at reviving traditional 
craft. Machine work has hit 

the artisans hard and it is a 
good attempt to revive Kash-
miri arts and crafts.  This 
venture will go a long way in 
helping Kashmiri artisans”, 
she said.

Edraak: a movement that 

aims at educational revival 
through arts and aesthetics 
Kashmir kicked off its exhi-
bition at Srinagar’s Mahatta 
Gallery on 5 November.

The event is aimed at en-
couraging and inspiring bud-
ding Artists and artisans, pro-
viding them with a platform 
to showcase their talent. The 
workshop cum exhibition will 
last till November 14.

'Ensure No Maxi Cab Is Allowed 
To Operate From Old Bus Stand'
Agencies

Srinagar: The divisional ad-
ministration Kashmir has 
directed the concerned de-
partments to ensure that no 
maxi cab (small passenger 
vehicles) shall be allowed to 
operate from in and outside 
erstwhile General Bus Stand 
Batamaloo Srinagar.

The decision was made by 
the Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir P K Pole a day after 
the Transport Welfare As-
sociation headed by General 
Secretary appealed for imme-
diate stop of illegal operation of 
Maxi Cabs from in and outside 
Batamaloo vicinity, besides, 
submitted that no Maxi Cab 
be allowed to cross Parimpora 
Bus Stand point from north 
and north-east areas of Kash-
mir division.

In the minutes of meet-
ing, the Divisional Commis-
sioner, Kashmir directed 

the SSP Traffic City Sgr, 
SSP Srinagar, Commis-
sioner SMC, RTO Kashmir 
and SRTC to ensure that the 
court directions with regard 
to the subject matter shall be 
complied and implemented 
in letter and spirit by all the 
stake holding departments 
without any fail.

SSP Traffic City Sgr, 
SSP Srinagar and RTO Kash-
mir have been directed to en-
sure that no maxi cab shall 
be allowed to operate from in 
& outside erstwhile General 
Bus Stand Batamaloo Sri-
nagar from forthwith.

Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir directed 
that Srinagar Development 
Authority in consultation 
with RTO Kashmir and SSP 
Traffic City shall immedi-
ately do the access cutting 
of the erstwhile General Bus 
Stand Batamaloo by digging 
the deep trenches so that no 

vehicle is able to go inside.
“Deputy Commissioner 

Srinagar shall immediately 
ensure potholing of the roads 
inside the Parimpora Bus 
Stand. Commissioner, SMC 
shall ensure rigorous sani-
tization drives of the Parim-
pora Bus Stand in addition to 
routine cleanliness. Besides, 
immediate installation of 
street lights in the Parimpora 
Bus Stand,” it further reads.

Srinagar Development 
Authority shall frame a self 
sustaining model for Parim-
pora Bus Stand for repairs 
of the toilets, drinking wa-
ter tapes, medians of roads 
etc, within the bus stand, it 
said, adding that SRTC is 
not allowed to operate from 
the Erstwhile General Bus 
Stand Batamaloo and shall 
also ensure operation of 
their bus fleets from Parim-
pora/Panthachowk Sri-
nagar only—(KNO)

LSA to take law students 
for internships across the 
nation: Justice Magrey
KO NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: In the valedictory function of the ‘Moot 
Court Competition (provincial- Kashmir), 2021, Justice 
Ali Mohammad Magrey, Judge, High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh today remarked that the J&K Legal Services 
Authority (LSA) would give opportunity to law students 
of J&K to do their internships across the courts in India.

On the occasion Justice Magrey, who is also Execu-
tive Chairman, J&K LSA and member NALSA also 
reiterated that the Authority will offer an opportunity 
to winners of the Moot Court to work along with the 
Judges of the High Court of J&K and Ladakh. He main-
tained that these law schools are pivotal in chiseling 
the young talent to make quality lawyers out of them.

While pronouncing the objective of Moot Courts 
the Justice elaborated that it is a fine platform to make 
best out of our talent pool. He said that it imparts the 
knowledge and  conduct in courts of law and above 
all the strength of drafting, pleading, convincing and 
research skills among the them.

Working On A Plan To Ensure All 
Essential Supplies During Snowfall: DC 
KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 10: As part of 
winter preparedness particularly with 
regard to snow clearance, the District 
Administration Srinagar Wednesday 
Morning conducted a Mock Drill to un-
dertake a test drive of various Machines 
to check their proper functioning.

The Mock Drill was held in wake of 
the directions passed in a meeting held 
by the Deputy Commissioner Srinagar 
on November 06 with regard to winter 
preparations in the Meeting Hall of the 
DC Office Complex. The several teams of 
R&B, MED PHE, KPDCL, SMC, Fire and 
Emergency and other Departments con-
stituted by the District Administration 

conducted exercise from Shalteng to Dal-
gate via Bypass, Tengpora, Court Road, 
Qamarwari, Batamaloo, New Secretariat, 
Lal Chowk and other adjoining areas un-
der the supervision of concerned Super-
intendent Engineers and Tehsildars.

In this regard, the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad who is also the Chairman District 
Disaster Management Authority said 
that basic purpose of the Mock Drill was 
to undertake a test drive of Men and Ma-
chinery kept ready to ensure all essen-
tial supplies including supply of water 
and power do not get affected, besides 
snow is cleared from roads at the earli-
est so that general public do not face any 
inconvenience during winters.
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India Hosts Talks On Afghanistan 
Boycotted By Rival Pakistan

 Associated Press

NEW DELHI: India on Wednesday, 
November 10, 2021, hosted senior 
security officials from Russia, Iran 
and five Central Asian countries to 
discuss the situation in neighbor-
ing Afghanistan following the fall 
of the U.S.-backed government and 
the Taliban takeover of the country.

India’s National Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval invited security chiefs 
from Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Russia, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan and Uzbekistan. Afghan 
representatives were not invited, 
while Pakistan and China declined 
to attend, with Pakistan’s National 
Security Adviser Moeed Yusuf last 
week calling India a “spoiler” and 
not a “peacemaker” in Afghanistan.

“This is a time for close con-
sultation among us,” Doval said 
in opening remarks ahead of the 
meeting. He said he hoped the 
deliberations will help the people 
of Afghanistan and enhance the 

region's collective security.
India's Ministry of External Af-

fairs in a statement said the meet-
ing will address "the relevant se-
curity challenges and support the 
people of Afghanistan in promot-
ing peace, security and stability."

The top security officials were ex-
pected to meet Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Wednesday. The first 
two editions of the meeting were 
hosted by Iran in 2018 and 2019.

India’s foreign ministry officials 
said Pakistan’s refusal to attend 
the meeting was “unfortunate, but 
not surprising” and “reflects its 
mindset of viewing Afghanistan as 
its protectorate.”

The meeting underscores India’s 
attempts to protect its strategic in-
terests in Afghanistan amid Paki-

stan’s growing influence in the re-
gion. Archrivals India and Pakistan 
have both long tried to wield in-
fluence over Afghanistan to meet 
their security interests.

India’s leaders fear the Taliban 
rise to power will benefit Pakistan 
and feed a long-simmering insur-
gency in the disputed region of 
Kashmir, where militants already 
have a foothold.

New Delhi's relations with Af-
ghanistan are in suspended ani-
mation. It has has no diplomatic 
presence left in Kabul after it evac-
uated its staff ahead of the final 
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
It did, however, hold its first offi-
cial meeting with a Taliban repre-
sentative in Qatar on Aug. 31.

Before the Taliban took Kabul, In-
dia provided Afghan security forces 
with operational training and mili-
tary equipment, even though it has 
had no troops on the ground. It was 
also the region’s largest provider of 
development aid to Afghanistan.

“
THIS IS A TIME for 
close consultation among 
us,” Doval said in opening 

remarks ahead of the meeting.

Germany Advises Against Moderna 
Covid Vaccine For People Under 30

Agence France-Presse

BERLIN: German health authori-
ties on Wednesday advised against 
the use of the Moderna coronavi-
rus vaccine for people under 30 
due to evidence of a small risk of 
cardiac inflammation.

The Stiko vaccine commission cit-
ed studies showing that mRNA jabs 
led in rare cases to the conditions 
myocarditis (inflammation of the 
heart muscle) and pericarditis (in-

flammation of the tissue surround-
ing the heart) in younger patients, 
with slightly higher prevalence in 
those who received Moderna.

"For people above the age of 30 
there is no higher risk," it added.

As a result, the Stiko updated its 
coronavirus vaccine guidance and 
"recommends that people under 30 
only be vaccinated with Comirnaty," 
the BioNTech-Pfizer jab, one day af-
ter France issued similar guidance.

The advisory covers both initial in-

oculations and booster jabs even if the 
first vaccine was Moderna, it added.

The Stiko bases its recommenda-
tions on the findings of Germany's 
Federal Institute for Vaccines and 
Biomedicines, which compiles data 
on side effects and complications.

The US has also delayed approval 
of the Moderna jab for young peo-
ple, though last week they recom-
mended use of the Pfizer vaccine 
for children ages five to 11 after 
reviewing the risks of myocarditis.

Aid Group Says 4,000-5,000 
Afghans Crossing Into Iran Daily

Agencies

A
s many as 4,000-5,000 
Afghans have been cross-
ing into Iran daily since 

the Taliban seized Kabul in Au-
gust and hundreds of thousands 
more are expected to arrive in 
the coming winter, the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council (NRC) said 
on Wednesday.

The aid group said as many as 
300,000 Afghans have crossed 
the border since the Taliban 
victory and it called for more 
international support for Iran, 
which is grappling with a deep 
economic crisis of its own.

"Iran cannot be expected to 
host so many Afghans with so 
little support from the interna-
tional community," NRC Secre-
tary General Jan Egeland said in 
a statement. "There must be an 
immediate scale up of aid both 
inside Afghanistan and in neigh-
bouring countries like Iran, be-
fore the deadly winter cold."

The shock victory of the Tali-
ban as the last US troops were 
preparing to leave Afghanistan, 

prompted a mass exodus of offi-
cials and others connected with 
the former Western-backed gov-
ernment and other vulnerable 
Afghans.

The abrupt end to interna-
tional support and the freezing 
of Afghan central bank assets 
held abroad has also pushed the 
country close to economic col-
lapse, raising fears of a refugee 
crisis similar to the 2015 exodus 
from Syria that shook Europe.

Iran and Pakistan together 
house about 90% of the 5 mil-
lion Afghans displaced outside 
their country, although not all 
of these are counted as refugees.

"We commend Iran for wel-
coming and hosting millions of 
displaced Afghans for the past 
four decades. But now the in-
ternational community must 
step up to support Afghanistan’s 
neighbours," Egeland said.

UN agencies say as many as 
22.8 million people - more than 
half of Afghanistan's 39 million 
population - are facing acute 
food insecurity and compared to 
14 million just two months ago.

Pak Supreme Court Grills PM 
Khan In 2014 Army Public 
School Massacre Case
ISLAMABAD: Imran Khan on 
Wednesday faced a barrage of ques-
tions at a hearing of the 2014 terror 
attack on an Army-run school dur-
ing which the Supreme Court Bench 
asked the Pakistan prime minister 
why he was negotiating with the 
culprits of the massacre of nearly 
150 people, mostly students.

A total of 147 people, 132 of them 
children, were killed when Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants 
stormed Army Public School (APS) 
in Peshawar in 2014.

The three-judge Bench — headed 
by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Gulzar Ahmed, and comprising Jus-
tice Qazi Mohammad Amin Ahmed 
and Justice Ijazul Ahsan — had sum-
moned Khan around 10 am. He ar-
rived at the court roughly two hours 
later, just before noon.

“The satisfaction of the parents 
[who lost their children in the APS 

attack] is necessary,” said Justice 
Ahsan addressing the premier.

The chief justice asked the prime 
minister to inform the court of the 
work being done by his government re-
garding the APS case, the Dawn news-
paper reported. The chief justice told 
the prime minister that the parents of 
the APS victims were not seeking com-
pensation from the government.

“Parents are asking where was 
the security system [that day]? 
Despite our comprehensive orders, 
nothing was done,” he said.

The prime minister told the chief 
justice that a National Action Plan 
was introduced after the APS mas-
sacre, adding that there is “no holy 
cow” in Pakistan, Geo News reported.

The Bench said the government 
should listen to the parents of the 
APS schoolchildren and take action 
against the culprits.

“The government should take ac-
tion against those involved in the 
Army Public School massacre,” said 
the Supreme Court.

Khan assured the Bench that the gov-
ernment will fulfil the requirements of 
justice. The apex court, in turn, directed 
the prime minister to ensure imple-
mentation of its October 20 verdict.

The prime minister told the Bench 
that he had met the parents of the de-
ceased children before, adding that he 
would continue to do it in the future.

“Find out why 80,000 people 
were killed. Also, find out who is 
responsible for 480 drone attacks 
taking place in Pakistan,” Khan said.

“Finding out about these things is 
your job, you are the prime minister. 
As the prime minister, you should have 
the answer to these questions…You are 
the prime minister, you should have 
answers,” the chief justice responded.

“Khan told the Supreme Court judg-
es that they can constitute a high-level 
commission on the APS tragedy.

“We have already formed a com-
mission and it has issued a report as 
well. Our order of October 20 states 
clearly that the government should 
find out who is responsible for the 
massacre and take action against 
them,” responded the chief justice.

Forced Marriages Continue To 
Plague South Asian Diaspora

Agencies

S
alema Yasmin remembers pack-
ing her bags to catch her return 
flight to England from Sylhet a 

decade ago, when her parents told 
her the plane had “broken down.” 
The then 17-year-old, who was born 
and raised in Bedford, England, by 
Bangladeshi immigrant parents, 
thought she would take the next 
available flight. She did not expect to 
be forced into a marriage instead. 

After the shock idea of marriage 
was presented to her, her parents 
piled on the pressure. To overcome 
her reluctance, they said there 
would only be an engagement and 
no marriage immediately. Salema 
agreed to the engagement as this 
was the only way to convince her 
parents to let her return to England.

“I dressed up, and a man (who was 
officiating at the ceremony) asked me 
something in a dialect I barely under-
stood. Later, they had me sign a paper 
which was not in English,” Salema told 
Dhaka Tribune in a Zoom interview. 

Salema thought she had just been 
engaged, but she was left alone at a 
hotel with the man she thought was 
just her fiancé soon after the party 
ended. Her family then told her she 
was married to this man and there 
was nothing she could do. 

“That very night, that man forced 
himself on me,” said Salema. 

Salema was trapped in the mar-
riage for one month. She was eventu-
ally repatriated to England with the 
help of her elder sister and the British 
High Commission in Dhaka and has 
never looked back. Her parents were 
put under a forced marriage protec-

tion order by the British High Court 
and could not force Salema’s siblings 
into marriages against their will. 

Salema’s experience is similar to 
many other cases handled by Brit-
ain’s Forced Marriage Unit, a joint 
effort between the Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office and Home Office.

Forced marriage within the South 
Asian diaspora in England and other 
countries is fairly common. Survivors 
and social service providers say there 
are several factors that keep this prac-
tice alive, including religious, cultural 
and social practices such as keeping 
property within the family, fear of 
losing touch with traditions, and pro-
tecting “family honor.”

The Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) 
dealt with 69 cases linked with Ban-
gladesh in 2020, down from 144 in 
2019. Overall, the FMU gave advice or 
support in 750 cases solely related to 
forced marriage in 2020, down from 
1,355 in 2019 and 1,507 in 2018. 

The decline in 2020 was because the 
pandemic led to travel and wedding 
party restrictions in many countries 
around the world, according to the FMU. 

“
I DRESSED UP, AND A MAN (WHO WAS 
officiating at the ceremony) asked me something in a 
dialect I barely understood. Later, they had me sign a paper 

which was not in English,” 

Eye On Indian Ocean, China 
Gives Its Largest Warship To Pak

BEIJING: China has delivered its 
largest and most advanced warship 
to Pakistan as it seeks to beef up the 
navy of its all-weather ally in the 
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean, 
where it has increased its own naval 
presence in recent years.

Designed and built by China State 
Shipbuilding Corporation Limited 
(CSSC), the frigate was delivered to 
the Pakistan Navy in a commission-
ing ceremony in Shanghai, the CSSC 
announced in a statement on Monday.

The Type 054A/P frigate was 
named the PNS Tughril, state-run 
Global Times reported on Tuesday.

Pakistani Ambassador to China 
Moin ul Haque said the commission-
ing of the PNS Tughril ensures bal-
ance of power in the Indian Ocean.

In the context of the overall secu-
rity paradigm of the region, Tughril-
class frigates will strengthen Paki-
stan Navy’s capabilities to respond 
to maritime challenges to ensure 

seaward defence, maintain peace, 
stability and balance of power in 
the Indian Ocean region, he said, ac-
cording to the Global Times report.

The PNS Tughril is the first hull 
of four Type 054 frigates being con-
structed for the Pakistan Navy and 
the vessel is a technologically ad-
vanced and highly capable platform 
with enormous surface-to-surface, 
surface-to-air and underwater fire-
power, besides extensive surveil-
lance potentials, the daily quoted a 
Pakistan Navy’s statement.

Being equipped with state-of-
the-art combat management and an 
electronic warfare system along with 
modern self-defence capabilities, 
the Type 054A/P frigate can simul-
taneously execute a number of naval 
warfare missions in a highly intense 
multi-threat environment, it said.

The frigate is the largest and most 
advanced warship China has ever 
exported, the CSSC said. — PTI 

“
FINDING OUT 
about these things is 
your job, you are the 

prime minister. As the prime 
minister, you should have the 
answer to these questions…
You are the prime minister, you 
should have answers,”

Nobel Prize-Winning Activist Malala Yousafzai Gets Married
Agencies

N
obel Peace Prize winner 
Malala Yousafzai, who 
was shot by the Paki-

stani Taliban for campaigning 
for girls' education, got mar-
ried on Tuesday in a small cer-
emony in Birmingham, central 
England, she announced on 
social media.

"Today marks a precious day 
in my life. Asser (Malik) and 
I tied the knot to be partners 
for life," she wrote on Twitter, 
where she also posted images 
of herself and her new hus-
band on their wedding day.

"We celebrated a small nik-
kah ceremony at home in Bir-
mingham with our families. 
Please send us your prayers. 

We are excited to walk to-
gether for the journey ahead," 
she added.

A nikkah ceremony is the first 
step in an Islamic marriage.

When she was 15, Yousafzai 
was shot in the head by mili-

tants from the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan, an offshoot 
of the Afghan Taliban, in her 
home town in the Swat valley 
while on a school bus in 2012.

She recovered after months 
of treatment at home and 

abroad before co-writing a 
best-selling memoir titled "I 
am Malala."

Yousafzai was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize as a 17-year-
old in 2014, sharing the award 
with Kailash Satyarthi, a chil-
dren's rights activist from India.

She graduated last year from 
the University of Oxford with a 
degree in philosophy, politics 
and economics.

Now 24 years old, she advo-
cates for girls' education, with 
her non-profit Malala Fund 
having invested $2 million in 
Afghanistan.

She has also signed a deal 
with Apple TV+ that will see 
her produce dramas and docu-
mentaries that focus on wom-
en and children.

Bangladesh Sentences Former Chief Justice To 11 Years In Jail
Agencies

B
angladesh’s former chief jus-
tice has been sentenced in 
absentia to 11 years in jail for 

corruption in a case that opposition 
groups and supporters say is politi-
cally motivated.

Surendra Kumar Sinha, 70, headed 
the Supreme Court when it ruled in 
2017 that parliament could not sack 
judges, a move hailed by lawyers as 
safeguarding judicial independence.

Sinha left Bangladesh in late 2017, 
alleging he had been forced to step 
aside following the landmark ruling. 
He lives in North America where he 
has reportedly sought asylum.

Campaigners have said his de-
parture was a massive blow to the 
credibility of the country’s judiciary, 
and accused the government of go-

ing after Sinha.
“It was very obvious that the govern-

ment was angry with him and … was 
determined to just kill his reputation,” 
Asif Nazrul, a law professor at Dhaka 
University, told the AFP news agency.

A court in the capital Dhaka 
found Sinha guilty of laundering ap-
proximately $471,000 in connivance 
with the officials of a private bank.

Ten more people were indicted in 

the case, eight of whom have been 
convicted and handed down varying 
punishments, reports said.

Judge Shaikh Nazmul Alam of Special 
Judge’s Court in Dhaka delivered Tues-
day’s verdict, ordering Sinha to serve 
seven years in jail for laundering money 
and four years for breach of trust, pros-
ecutor Khurshid Alam Khan said.

“This verdict proved that nobody 
in the country is above law. Wrong-
doings will bring anyone in the tri-
al,” he told AFP.

Sinha was the first Hindu chief jus-
tice in the officially secular Muslim-
majority nation of 169 million.

He later wrote a book, titled A 
Broken Dream: Rule of Law, Human 
Rights and Democracy, in which he 
said he had been forced to resign 
and flee after being threatened by a 
military security agency. 



Kargil Clerics Seek 
FIR Against Rizvi For 
Blasphemy

KO NEWS DESK

KARGIL: A prominent religious 
organisation from Kargil on 
Wednesday urged the authori-
ties to lodge an FIR against Was-
eem Rizvi for his blasphemous 
remarks on Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) and the Holy Quran.

In a statement issued on 
Wednesday, Jamiat Ul Ulama Insa 
Asharia said that Rizvi's remarks 
is a well thought out conspiracy 
to provoke and incite communal 
violence in the country.

"Therefore, request you to kind 
lodge an FIR against Waseem 
Rizvi and arrest him immedi-
ately so that communal harmo-
ny prevails in the country." the 
statement reads.

It further adds that there are 
several videos on the Youtube 
and other social media platforms 
in which Rizvi used blasphe-
mous comments against Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) and the Holy 
Quran.

"After these utterances of 
Waseem Rizvi, Muslims across 
the country are enraged and 
their religious sentiments are 
hurt. Such incidents can lead to 
violence if he is not stopped to 
do preposterous acts". the state-
ment adds.

 It said, "These acts are con-
trary to our constitutional and 
moral values and these types 
of hatred can't be tolerated in a 
civilised society. But sadly no ac-
tion has been taken against his 
Islamophobic rant"

The body alleged that Rizvi 
has been continuously stirring 
up the controversy so that all 
his past misdeeds of corruption 
which he had "committed by 
selling off lucrative waqf lands" 
in the state of UP to land mafias 
during his tenure as Chairman of 
Shia Waqf Board.

Govt Asks All Departments 
To Ensure No ‘Wasteful’ 
Expenditure

J&K Crisis Need 
Pollution Solution Not 
Military: Mehbooba

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

SRINAGAR: PDP president Meh-
booba Mufti on Wednesday said 
the crisis in Jammu and Kashmir 
needed a political solution.

"The crisis in J&K needs a po-
litical and not a military solution," 
Mehbooba tweeted.

Mehbooba reacted to reports of 
fresh deployment of Central Armed 
Paramilitary Forces in Kashmir in the 
aftermath of targeted civilian killings 
by militants over the past six weeks. 
"Even after converting J&K into a mili-
tary garrison, additional troops are be-
ing brought to Kashmir. Whatever lit-
tle breathing space people have here is 
being choked and taken over all under 
the pretext of security," she said.

Patients Shiver With Cold 
As Hospitals Lack Heating 
Arrangements

No Lack Of Infra, 
Resources In Government 
Schools: DSEK

Govt Relaxes Upper 
Age Limit For SIs 
Recruitment Aspirants

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
government has on Wednesday an-
nounced a one-time age relaxation 
to the sub-inspector post aspirants 
besides increasing the overall Union 
Territory posts from 800 to 1200. The 
Office of Lieutenant Governor Jammu 
and Kashmir made the announce-
ment via a tweet. “Following repre-
sentation from various delegations, 
the Govt has taken a decision to pro-
vide one-time age relaxation for aspi-
rants in recruitment of Sub-inspectors 
in @JmuKmrPolice. The Upper age 
limit increased from 28 to 30yrs & no. 
of UT cadre posts also increased from 
800 to 1200 (sic.)”, the tweet reads.

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Patients admitted in var-
ious hospitals are shivering with cold 
as authorities have failed to keep 
heating arrangements in place amid 
dip in temperature in the valley.

Bashir Ahmad, an attendant with 
a patient at Super Speciality Hospital 
Srinagar said neither the heating sys-
tem has been started nor personnel 
blankets are allowed to patients.

 “Patients are shivering with cold 
but nobody is concerned. We are 
even not allowed to bring our own 
blankets to make ourselves warm. 
The non-availability of heating ar-
rangements is causing cold-related 
ailments among the patients. Our pa-
tient has caught a cold in the hospi-
tal,” he told a local news agency KINS.

An official at LD Hospital said new 
born babies in the hospital are also 
facing the threat of catching cold-
related diseases.

“This issue has been brought into 
the notice of concerned authorities 
many times but to no avail,” the of-
ficial added. Similarly, attendants 
also complain about the lack of heat-
ing arrangements at SMHS Hospital 
Srinagar.

“My mother is admitted here but 
there is no heating arrangement in 
place. Patients are shivering with 
cold. Nobody is concerned about 
patients and attendants. This is the 
scene of the premier hospital of 
Kashmir then you can imagine the 
condition in other hospitals,” said 
Mehraj ud Din, whose mother is ad-

mitted to SKIMS Soura.
An official of SKIMS Soura said that 

heating system has been started in a 
few departments like pediatric de-
partment. “But majority of SKIMS is 
without a heating system thus bring-
ing huge inconveniences to the pa-
tients and attendants,” the official said.

When asked Medical Superinten-
dent SKIMS Soura Dr Farooq Jan about 
lack of heating arrangements he re-
fused to comment. “You should talk to 
PRO for the comments,” he said.

PRO SKIMS could not be contacted 
for the comments.

Doctors Association Kashmir 
(DAK) has urged administration to 
start the heating system in Kashmir 
hospitals as the patients are suffer-
ing due to the chill.

With temperatures dipping, DAK 
President Dr Nisar ul Hassan said pa-
tients are shivering with cold as the 
heating system of hospitals has not 
been started yet.

“The bone-chilling cold in hospi-
tals is making life difficult for ailing 
patients,” he has said.

The DAK President said tertiary 
care and peripheral hospitals are 
without heating putting lives of pa-
tients at risk.

“Cardiac and Stroke patients in 
hospitals are at increased risk of 
death as cold thickens blood and 
constricts the arteries,” he said.

“Even the condition of Asthmatics 
and patients with Chronic Obstruc-
tive Lung Diseases worsens in hos-
pitals because of cold conditions,” he 
added. (KINS)

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Director School 
Education, Tasaduq Hussain Mir 
on Wednesday said that there 
was no inadequacy of infrastruc-
ture and resources for the gov-
ernment school in Kashmir.

Hussain, while talking to reporters 
here said that they are not lagging 
behind infrastructure and resources. 
“Compared to whole country we 
spend much more on every student 
and this enrolment drive will take 
our education to a new level,” he said.

He said that they have started this 
drive so as to facilitate optimum en-
rolment in government schools but 
no injustice would be done to private 
schools as they won’t retain any stu-
dent just for money.

He said that after the end of exam-
inations a rationalization of teachers 
program would be started to pro-
vide sufficient staff for the govern-
ment schools which will fulfill the 
educational needs of students as 
well as provide employment to so 
many youth.

"We will keep our hopes high and 
our team at Handwara is a dedicat-
ed one. They won’t let us down. We 
will do our best to make this enrol-
ment drive a successful program,” 
he added.

He said that they don’t lack infra-
structure, this is a misconception as 
they have the highest infrastructure 
in the entire country.

“If we go by the figures we spend 
about Ts 1.10 lakh per student per 
year when national average is forty 
to fifty thousands. So vis a vis infra-
structure we are not lagging behind 
nor we are lagging behind resources 
but we need a motivational drive 

which we have inculcated in our 
teachers and our teachers are very 
enthusiastic about the enrolment 
drive,” he said.

Hussain said that for the last two 
years due to COVID-19 pandemic, a 
little bit of demotivation happened 
and also many cases of children came 
up regarding their mental health.

“Because of these obstacles our 
drive was hampered since two years. 
But now we have started it as a full-
fledged drive in the Kashmir division 
and we wont give up until this drive 
becomes a successful drive,” he said.

Replying to a question, Husain said 
that they cannot retain any student 
if he or she wants to go to a private 
school just for money. “Money is not 
the criteria for education. We won’t 
affect the studies of children. As per 
Right to Education Act we cannot re-
tain any student just for money".

Regarding the transport charges 
being charged by DPS School despite 
government orders, he said the fee 
fixation committee has issued an or-
der regarding a full-fledged audit of 
DPS school and after the enquiry the 
matter will be resolved.

About the rationalization in gov-
ernment schools, he said that for 
government schools student-teacher 
ratio is 1:11 almost whereas in the 
entire country the ratio is 1:20.

“Definitely, there is a need of ra-
tionalization in the government 
schools. After the examinations are 
over, during the lean period in the 
winters, School Education will con-
duct a district wise rationalization of 
teachers in order to provide sufficient 
staff for schools where the enrolment 
of students is in huge numbers, irre-
spective of the place whether rural or 
urban,” Hussain said.

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The government on 
Wednesday directed all Admin-
istrative Secretaries, Head of De-
partments (HODs), Drawing and 
Disbursing officers (DDOs) and 
Treasury Officers to streamline 
the expenditure in various de-
partments during the remaining 
period of the current fiscal.

Atal Dulloo, Financial commis-
sioner, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Finance Department in this 
regard issued any order.

The order states that all Ad-
ministrative Secretaries, HODs, 
DDOs and Treasury Officers are 
strictly advised to adhere to the 
guidelines to regulate the expen-
diture before the end of the cur-
rent financial year.

The order states that the funds 
shall be drawn as per the actual 
demand and requirement of the 
department. Proposals for park-
ing of funds in "Civil Deposit" in 

order to avoid lapsing of funds 
shall not be entertained and pro-
cessed.

“The additional proposals in-
volving new schemes and proj-
ects shall be avoided at this 
stage as the budget formulation 
exercise has been already com-
pleted. The expenditure shall be 
regulated in such a manner so as 
to ensure that all procedures are 
complied with and there is no ir-
regular, infructuous or wasteful 
expenditure,” it reads.

With regards to expenditure, 
the official document reads as 
all the departments shall ensure 
uniform pace of expenditure dur-
ing the financial year 2021-22. 
The overall ceiling of 30 percent 
expenditure shall be maintained 
during the last quarter of the Fi-
nancial Year 2021-22. The expen-
diture during the last month of 
the current Financial Year 2021-
22 shall be restricted to 15 per-
cent of the budget allocation.
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UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CONSTRUCTION DIVISION

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
For and on behalf of the University of Kashmir, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible Manufacturers, 
Authorized Dealers of Transformers / A-Class Electric Firms Registered with union Territory of J&K Govt., PD/PW departments, Railways and Other State/ 
Central Governments for the following work:-

S.No Name of Work
Est. Cost 

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc in 
shape of E-Challan 

(in Rs.)

Time of 
completion

Time and Date 
for Submission of 
E-Tender.

Date & Time 
of Opening 

of Bid

Class of 
Contractor

1.
Procurement of 630KVA Substation Trans-
former for Main Campus.

Rs. 
12.44Lacs

Rs.600/- 20-Days
09-11 -2021 to 17-
11-2021 (6.00 PM)

 18-11-2021
(11.30 AM)

“AAY”

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the web site www.kashmiruniversity.net / www.jktenders.gov.in. 

NIT No: - F(Fresh)(UCD)(Procurement630KVA)/KU/58/21  Executive Engineer
DATED: 09/11/21.  DIPK-NB-4928/21

J&K SERVICES SELECTION BOARD,
HEMA COMPLEX, ADJACENT TO GAURI SHANKER 

MANDIR, CHANNI HIMMAT, SECT 03, JAMMU.

(www.jkssb.nic.in)

Notification 
Subject: Document Verification of the candidates falling under consideration zone for various 

posts of Health and Medical Education Department advertised vide Advertisement 
Notification No.02 of 2021 dated: 26-03-2021 for which the CBT Examination 
conducted from 17th August, 2021 to 25th August 2021- regarding.

The Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board vide this office notice no. SSB/COE/
H&ME/2021/7477-84 dated 02-11-2021 issued list of the candidates falling under consideration 
zone for various posts of Health and Medical Education Department advertised vide Advertisement 
Notification No.02 of 2021 dated: 26-03-2021 for which the CBT Examination conducted from 17th 

August, 2021 to 25th August 2021.
Keeping in view the requirement, to fill all requisitioned vacancies /posts, the candidates figuring in 
Annexure “A” & “B”  to this notification are hereby called to appear physically for Document Verification 
before the designated Document Verification Committees w.e.f. 20-11-2021 onwards as per the dates/
time shown against each in the  Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board, Divisional Office , 
Sehkari Bhawan, Rail Head Complex, Jammu (Jammu Roll No Based Candidates)  and in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Services Selection Board, Central Office, Zum Zum Building Rambagh, Srinagar  (Kashmir Roll 
No Based Candidates). The candidates who fail to appear before the respective Document Verification 
committee(s) on the scheduled dates shall forfeit their claim for the post at a later stage. 
(i) The candidates figuring the annexures annexed herewith are required to carry the following 

documents in original as well as photocopies of the following documents i.e.
(i) Copy of Online Application form.
(ii) D.O.B Certificate (10th Diploma /Marks card).
(iii) Reservation category certificate, if applicable.
(iv) Domicile certificate.
(v) 10+2 Marks sheet /Diploma.
(vi) Bonafide certificate on the format prescribed by the Board duly issued by the Controller /

Registrar of the concerned University in respect of candidates, who have obtained degrees from 
the Universities/ Colleges/Institutes outside the State of J&K, other than Central Universities

(vii) Other documents as per prescribe qualification shown in the advertisement.
(ii) Some candidates are figuring in reserved categories, based on the details they have 

incorporated in their data i.e., online application form. Their respective claims on this account 
are further subject to production of valid Reserve Category Certificate

By Order.
(Ashok Kumar) JKAS

No.SSB/COE/Health/2021/7598-7606 Controller of Examination
Dated:-09-11.2021 J&K Services Selection Board
DIPK-12373/21  Jammu.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER P.H.E DIVISION BUDGAM
H.Q: Budgam.

NOTICE INVITING E – TENDERS: 

Short Term e– NIT No: 66/PHE/Bud/Civil of 2021–22.
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu Kashmir U.T., e – tenders are invited (in One Cover System) on “item rate basis” from Registered/
Approved and valid Civil class of contractors/agencies registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments and whose 
registrations are renewed for current financial year for the following works:

Table I

S. No Name of work
Estt. Cost 

(` In 
Lacs)

Cost of 
tender doc. 

(In `)

Amount of 
earnest mon-

ey (in `)

Time for 
completion

(in Days)

Class of 
contractor

Major 
head of 
account

Tender 
Call

1
Construction of Machine drilled Handpumps of 125 
mm dia casing for providing water supply facilities at 
Wahabpora and Haknipora.

4.59 300/- 9,180/- 7 Days DEE UPD 1st 

Tender ID: 2021_PHE_147229_1
Position of AAA:- Not Available;                    Position of funds: - Demanded;                  Position of TS:- Under Process;

The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website: https://jktendersgov.in
From 11.11.2021 (10:00 a.m) 17.11.2021 (04:00 p.m)

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Book of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms, 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the website: www.jktendersgov.in

As per schedule of dates given below
TABLE (II)

01 Date of publishing of Tender Notice 10.11.2021

02 Period of downloading of bidding documents
From 11.11.2021 10:00 a.m.
To 17.11.2021 04:00 p.m.

03 Bid Submission Start Date 11.11.2021 10:00 a.m.
04 Bid submission End Date 17.11.2021 Upto 04:00 p.m.
06 Date and time of opening of Bids (Online) 18.11.2021 at 11:00 p.m. in the office of the Executive Engineer PHE Division Budgam (H.Q. Budgam)

Bids must be accompanied by bid security viz: Earnest Money, CDR/FDR and Treasury Receipt (mentioning therein the NIT No., S.No. of work and 
Advertised Cost as per the NIT) under M.H 0215 to be pledged in favor of the Executive Engineer PHE Division Budgam (as specified in the table (I) (Page 
1st). Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding documents and shall be valid for 90 Days after opening of bid. Bids will 
be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer PHE Division Budgam (H.Q. Budgam) on 18.11.2021 at 4:10 p.m. If the office happens to be closed on 
the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
No:- PHE/Bud/5343-78  (Er. Najeeb A Tramboo)
Dated:- 09.11.2021  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-12397/21 PHE Division Budgam.

Pg. 1st

JAMMU SHOOTOUT

Suspended Cop, His 
Colleague Arrested 
From Kathua
JAMMU: A suspended police-
man and his former colleague, 
who were wanted in connec-
tion with last week's shoot-
ing incident in the outskirts 
of Jammu, were arrested from 
Kathua district of Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday, a po-
lice officer said.

Three people, including a 
history-sheeter and his broth-
er, were killed and another 
critically injured in a shooting 
incident following a brawl over 
some issue in Salehar village of 
Arnia in R S Pura on Friday.

Jammu Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Chandan 

Kohli had constituted a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) to 
probe the incident and bring 
the culprits to book.

After initial investigation, 
constable Bhopinder Singh 
emerged as the main accused 
who had fired indiscriminately 
from his rifle on the four peo-
ple. He was accompanied by 
his former colleague constable 
Sadeeq.

"Both the accused were ar-
rested by the SIT from Kathua 
district, the officer said, with-
out divulging further details.

The accused were on the run 
since the shooting and on No-

vember 8, police detained the 
wife of Sadeeq for questioning 
and also recovered the service 
rifle of the suspended cop from 
a field.

Babar Chowdhary, a histo-
ry-sheeter, his brother Sabar 
Chowdhary and Arif Chow-
dhary were killed, and their 
associate Parveen Kumar was 
critically injured in the inci-
dent.

While Sabar and Arif died 
on the spot, Babar succumbed 
to injuries when he was being 
shifted to a hospital in Punjab 
for specialised treatment on 
Sunday.

Vibrant, Disruption Free 
Winter Priority Of Govt: CS

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on 
Wednesday directed power 
development department to 
undertake greater efforts to 
ensure smooth power supply 
during winters in the Union 
Territory.

The directions in this regard 
were passed by the Chief Sec-
retary Dr Arun K Mehta while 
chairing a meeting to review 
the power scenario in Kashmir 
valley, an official spokesperson 
said. Mehta, he said, main-
tained that a vibrant, disrup-
tion free winter remains the 
topmost priority of the govern-
ment this year.

Rohit Kansal, Principal Sec-
retary Power Development 
Department, Basharat Qay-
oom, MD Kashmir Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Limited 
and Chief Engineers and other 
senior officers of Distribution 
Kashmir, Projects Kashmir and 
Transmission Kashmir attend-
ed the meeting.

According to the official 
spokesperson, the Chief Sec-
retary was apprised about the 
existing electricity scenario in 
Kashmir valley, the current en-
ergy consumption pattern and 
future power requirement dur-
ing the winter season.

“He was informed that the 
Kashmir Power Distribu-
tion Corporation has already 
touched a peak load of 1653 
MW which is nearly 100 MW 
higher than the peak load of 
1546 which was served last 
year. Similarly, the power sup-
ply to the Kashmir valley this 

year alone had been of the or-
der of 5719.6 million units- an 
increase of 12% over the previ-
ous year,” he said.

While acknowledging the 
efforts of the department, the 
Chief Secretary, as per the offi-
cial spokesperson also directed 
the officers to undertake great-
er efforts to ensure smooth 
power supply during winters. 
Mehta, he said, also directed 
inspection of all transformers 
by 30th November 2021 to en-
sure good health of transform-
ers, besides simultaneously in-
specting all HT/LT fuses within 
15 days.

“Mehta further directed pre-
vention of unscheduled power 
cuts due to overloading and 
formulation of proper protocol 
to manage scheduled power 
cuts. He also directed initia-
tion of IEC campaign for rais-
ing awareness on agreemented 
power load, schedule of elec-
tricity cuts and helpline num-
ber for complaints,” the official 
spokesperson said.

He said that the Department 
was also di-
rected to 
explore the 
p o s s i b i l i t y 
of informing 

the public about the scheduled 
power cut through text mes-
sages in the future, besides 
ensuring lowering the existing 
transformer damage rate from 
20% to 10% during the three 
winter months.

“The department was also 
asked to ensure that the dam-
aged transformers in all main 
towns be replaced within 8 
hours of reported failure, while 
in other areas the same shall 
be made functional within 24 
hours,” he added.

According to the official 
spokesperson, special empha-
sis was to be laid on provid-
ing protective gear and proper 
heating arrangements to the 
employees deployed on duties 
in extreme weather conditions 
for maintenance works.

“The Chief Secretary men-
tioned that the government is 
keen to ensure a vibrant winter 
tourism season in Kashmir and 
for this purpose, provision of 
reliable electricity supply is of 
critical importance,” he said.

Mehta, he said, exhorted the 
officers of the KPDCL to provide 
24X7 power supply to Gul-
marg and Pahalgam, besides 
ensuring that winter tourist 
spots including Sonamarg and 
Doodpathri receive adequate 
electric supply during these 
winters. For this all necessary 
arrangements including laying 
of underground cables and oth-
er suitable arrangements shall 
be made in a timely manner.
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Two More Killings

T
wo more people, including a police officer, were 
shot dead by militants in Srinagar in continuation 
to a series of targeted attacks in the recent past. On 
Monday evening, Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, a resi-
dent of Astengo in Bandipora district, was fired near 

a grocery shop in Bohri Kadal area of downtown Srinagar. Ear-
lier on Sunday evening Tauseef Ahmad, a police official, was 
killed outside his home in the Batamaloo neighborhood. 

The targeted killings began more conspicuously on October 
6 when the suspected militants killed prominent business-
man Makhan Lal Bindroo. On the same day, a Hindu Bihari 
street vendor was also shot dead in downtown Srinagar. And 
the following day a Kashmiri Pandit school teacher and a Sikh 
woman principal were also killed. Days after, a Hindu and a 
Muslim Bihari street vendors were gunned down across the 
Valley followed after a week by the killing of two more Hindu 
Bihari labourers in South Kashmir. 

This is when a tipping point was reached triggering the 
flight of the laborers. Ever since hundreds of migrant workers 
have started leaving the Valley, making it the second exodus 
of its nature in the last three decades of the political turmoil 
that has so far led to the loss of over 70,000 lives. 

The two persons killed now belong to the majority commu-
nity. But unfortunately, the killings of this nature don’t gen-
erate much outrage outside Kashmir where it is largely the 
minority killings that get noticed. In fact, selective outrages 
have been an invariable feature of the tragedy of Kashmir. And 
there is hardly any section of the population who can claim a 
moral high ground. Even those who bemoan selective outrage 
are often themselves guilty of it. The killing of civilians has 
been the single-most agonizing feature of the life in Valley 
over the past so many years. It is  not unusual for the security 
personnel to fire at protesting youth and get away with it as 
it is for the militants to do so. Over the last month, two civil-
ians who allegedly jumped a checkpoint were shot dead by 
the security personnel. There is no introspection as to why 
it is that jumping a checkpoint, if at all, it is true, needs to be 
responded with bullets

The parties might condemn, they might wring their hands, 
but it hardly generates a deep sense of outrage over the state 
of affairs. Beyond a day or two after the incident, the state of 
affairs returns to normal. No action follows. In Kashmir, like 
always it is the exception that passes off as normal. The stan-
dards that are duly followed in the rest of the country are only 
observed in breach in the Valley. More tragically, the deaths in 
Kashmir mean little beyond the Valley. Let alone in the rest of 
India where the media has pretended as if nothing has hap-
pened, even around the world.  

Why Do Climate Change Talks Fail?

Shafi Lone

L
eaders from across the 
world have gathered at the 
Scottish city of Glasgow to 
discuss the climate change 
emergency. At COP26, world 

leaders dialed up doomsday warn-
ings and sought out mechanisms, 
and pledged to keep the global rise 
of temperature well below 1.5 de-
gree Celsius. Conference of Parties 
is the apex decision-making body 
under the United Nation Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, that 
meets every year to review the im-
plementation of the convention and 
take decisions in the direction of 
stabilization of greenhouse gases. 

This year's COP is particularly im-
portant as it comes in the backdrop 
of IPCC'S report, dubbed by UN sec-
retary-general Antonio Guterres as 
'code red' for humanity. The report 
pointed towards the climate change 
emergency and concluded that more 
emission cuts are needed to hold back 
temperature rise to target, as set out 
at the Paris climate agreement.

Climate change negotiations have 
been going on since 1994, when 
UNFCC was formed under the RIO 
convention. However, nothing sub-
stantial has come out of these ne-
gotiations. The failure of climate 
change talks is attributed by ex-
perts, primarily to not basing these 
negotiations on the principle of eq-
uity. The principle of equity is fun-
damental in climate governance as 
it emphasizes the distribution of 
cost and benefits evenly between 
states. The fact that the developing 
world appropriates less atmospher-
ic space and bore disproportionate 
climate costs makes it all-important 
to make equity an underlying prin-
ciple of climate negotiations. 

The concept of equity aims to 
achieve fairness and balance in ac-
cess to environmental resources, in 
bearing environmental burdens, and 
in participating in environmental 
decision-making. The principle of 
equity demands that historical pol-

luters must be first to achieve carbon-
neutrality and to operationalize green 
climate funds set up in 2010 to make 
available $100 billion for developing 
countries to mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate risks.

The data analyzed by CSE, Delhi 
shows that between 1860-1989, sev-
en historical polluters, the US, UK, 
EU-27, Canada, Russia, Australia, and 
Japan, contributed 70% to total car-
bon dioxide emissions. At present, 
China, the EU, and the US emit 50% of 
total emissions, while India and Af-
rica combined emit 10% but make up 
17% of the global population. More-
over, the per capita carbon emissions 
are disproportionately higher for 
developed countries. For instance, 
emissions emitted by one person in 
the United States are equivalent to 
emissions emitted by 108 persons in 
Ethiopia. Hence, environmental jus-
tice can be ensured only by making 
the principle of equity fundamental 
to climate governance. 

The imperative of equity is re-
quired for bold and urgent action on 
climate change for many reasons. 
The residence time of Greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere ranges 
from a few hundred to a few thou-
sand years. The residence time of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is 
100 years, while that of SF6 is about 
3200 years. Because many green-
house gases stay in the atmosphere 
for long after being released, their 
warming effects on climate persist 
over a long time and can therefore 
affect both present and future gen-
erations. Thus, emphasizing only 

upon present emissions and not 
taking responsibility for past emis-
sions is a negation of the principle 
of distributional justice.

Carbon dioxide emissions are 
linked to economic growth. The 
developed world has appropriated 
the past and grown by employing 
carbon-intensive fuels and tech-
nologies. The economic growth and 
development, as seen in the devel-
oped world, have been the product 
of the unsustainable use of natural 
resources. The industrial revolution 
and subsequent technological ad-
vancement led to the carbonization 
of economies. It becomes impera-
tive for the developed world to not 
only de-carbonize their economies 
and move towards green and clean 
energy options but also help emerg-
ing worlds to make the low-carbon 
transition by making capital and 
technology available to them. 

Since the emerging world has been 
historically deprived of its share in 
growth and prosperity, these coun-
tries were either colonized and ex-
ploited or were not able to harness 
the benefits on account of techno-
logical backwardness. The lack of 
capital coupled with technological 
backwardness didn't allow third-
world countries to grow despite 
abundant resources. The lack of 
growth translated into deprived 
conditions of people, overburdened 
health and educational infrastruc-
ture, and a poverty-stricken popu-
lation. The principle of justice de-
mands that space be provided to 
these countries to grow to achieve 

better living standards and allevi-
ate the sufferings of people living in 
third-world countries.

Paris agreement, although touted as 
a major milestone in climate negotia-
tions, has in fact, weakened the prin-
ciple of equity. It sought to rewrite 
the 1992 framework convention on 
climate change by not mentioning 
the historical responsibility of coun-
tries towards climate catastrophe. 
The parties to the Paris Agreement 
agreed that all countries would act to 
reduce emissions, not based on their 
contribution to the stock of emissions 
but do as best as they can. The parties 
are supposed to submit nationally de-
termined contributions, which would 
contain measures and strategies to 
cut down emissions. Thus, by re-
writing the 1992 convention, leaders 
agreed that there would be no men-
tion of the historical responsibility 
of countries and that climate justice 
would be a postscript.

IPCC has made it clear that we are 
about to exhaust the carbon budget; 
only 400Gtonnes is left for the world 
to stay below 1.5 degrees from pre-
industrial levels.

However, the pace with which 
economies are driven by fossil fuels, 
the report estimates that we are go-
ing to exhaust our carbon budget in 
a decade or even earlier. The world 
has run out of time and carbon bud-
get, but the vast number still need 
the energy to grow. The past has 
been appropriated and gobbled up; 
millions cannot be told that there is 
no space for them to grow. As they 
develop as they must, they will add 
to emissions and will add to our 
jeopardy. These countries need huge 
augmented funds and technology to 
build low-carbon economies.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not neces-

sarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

The author is an alumnus of Univer-
sity of Delhi 

BRITAIN’S PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson with Indian counterpart Narendra MOdi attend the World Leaders’ Summit “Accelerating Clean Technology 
Innovation and Deployment”, during the CoP26 in Glasgow on November 2, 2021. | Photo Credit: Jeff J Mitchell
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Keeping The Faith: On 
WHO Approval To Covaxin

F
ollowing months of speculation, the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has granted Emergency Use Listing (EUL) to 
Covaxin, manufactured by Bharat Biotech. This now allows 
the vaccine’s better availability in many more countries, par-
ticularly via global groupings such as Covax. One of WHO’s 

key aims is to have at least 40% of people in all countries vaccinated 
by the year-end — a tall order as the latest estimates suggest that 
only around 1% of people in low-income countries have received 
their jabs. Seventy countries are yet to vaccinate 10% of their popu-
lations, and 30 countries — including much of Africa — have vacci-
nated fewer than 2%. In Latin America, only one in four of the popu-
lation has received a vaccine dose, according to The British Medical 
Journal. Covaxin is an indigenous, inactivated whole-virion vaccine 
that has been developed based on well-established protocols. This 
has meant that it was put on the regulatory speed belt at nearly 
every stage, the most significant being its emergency approval by 
India’s drug regulators without any published phase-3 efficacy data. 
The ostensible reason for the haste was that India needed a low-cost 
indigenous vaccine that could be quickly administered to many.

Though Bharat Biotech has years of experience in producing 
crores of vaccines, the scale of quickly ramping up Covaxin supply 
has so far been beyond its capacity. In no month, since July, has 
Bharat Biotech actually delivered on its promised supply of vac-
cine, and even after over 107 crore shots have been administered, 
only around 12% have received Covaxin; many in India have been 
vaccinated with Covishield. Moreover, before the Centre agreed 
to take over 75% of the public supply, Covaxin offered no cost ad-
vantage — and in some instances was costlier — than Covishield. 
Bharat Biotech however moved to quickly get WHO’s approval 
for its vaccine under its emergency listing process, in July. But 
unlike the rapid-fire clearance by India’s Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organization, WHO’s evaluation process has turned out 
to be considerably more involved. WHO cleared the AstraZeneca 
(Covishield) vaccine in four weeks but that Covaxin has required 
over 20 weeks — especially in a climate where much of the world 
is desperate — raises several questions. Bharat Biotech is no novice 
to WHO’s clearance process and would surely be aware of all the 
requirements. While Covaxin’s EUL may now ease foreign travel 
for a fraction of Indians, there is a real need to know why, in spite 
of Bharat Biotech’s claims that it had furnished the required data 
whenever demanded, this approval took the time it did. With Co-
vaxin close to being approved for children there will be significant 
demand now for this population segment; however, the company 
must work to improve its manufacturing supply and contribute to 
a larger share of the vaccines globally administered.

The Hindu 

Where Are Your Masks? 
Srinagar Has Witnessed A Recent Surge In The Number Of Covid Cases. This Was Bound To Happen 

As People Wearing Masks Are Rare. These Are Probably The Anti-Vaxers Of Our Society As Well. 

T
HE rapid surge in covid cases 
has posed a conundrum for 
the government, it has an onus 
to ensure citizens' health and 
economic security, it is faced 

with a daunting challenge to safeguard 
both. The situation seems to be sliding 
back to what it was a few months ago 
when things went haywire. The daily 
case records have risen and the rise in 
numbers is worrisome. Unfortunately, 
this comes at a time when some sem-
blance of normal life was returning.

The sudden rise in covid cases may 
prompt the government to impose 
stringent restrictions or perhaps a 
lockdown. A total lockdown will be 
devastating for the economy which has 
just begun to spring back but it will be 
the only option left with the govern-
ment if the situation becomes progres-
sively worse. The government should 
not wait to take action when the push 
comes to shove, it will be prudent to 
impose some restrictions now, to pre-
vent the situation from deteriorating. 

Non-essential travel has mainly con-
tributed to the spike, while it is essen-
tial for restoring economic growth but 
some restrictions must be imposed to 
keep the cases under control.

It is important to understand this 
virus will not vanish into thin air, a 
complete lockdown is not an option, it 
will destroy livelihoods, a vaccine shot 
is not a remedy as well, though it will 
play a huge role in mitigating the se-
verity of the virus, it doesn’t eliminate 
the possibility of its contraction and 

transmission. As stated by the WHO 
chief António Guterres, we must learn 
to live with this virus, complying with 
the SOP’S and refraining from care-
lessly venturing out will keep the virus 
at bay.

Please get yourself vaccinated if you 
still haven’t and do not wait for things 
to worsen. Covid waves come unan-
nounced. Do be a cause for it. 

Maria Riyeaz
Mriyeaz@rediffmail



SANTIAGO

S
herezade, a young widow, needs 
cash to pay for her son’s leu-
kaemia treatment. She accepts 
$150,000 in return for sleeping 

with her boss Onur, a balding misogy-
nist who advises his friends not to trust 
women because “perfidy fills them like 
the weave of their beautiful garments”. 
Unexpectedly, the pair fall in love. But—
plot spoiler—it takes two failed engage-
ments, one divorce, the appearance of 
illegitimate children, a miscarriage 
caused by poisonous tea, a few assassi-
nations and one suicide for the couple 
finally to commit to one another in epi-
sode 179 (the son survives, too).

When the Turkish soap opera “1001 
Nights”, loosely based on the classic 
collection of Middle Eastern folk tales, 
first aired on Chilean tv in 2014, it 
broke viewing records. Mega, the ail-
ing broadcaster that bought the rights, 
was the only channel to make a profit 
that year. It has bought the rights to 26 
other Turkish shows since then, and 
remains one of the country’s most pop-
ular channels.

The largest market for Turkish 
shows used to be the Middle East. But 
recently Egypt, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Saudi Arabia have boycotted 
or banned Turkish shows because of 
the country’s embrace of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and its support for Qatar 
(the relative freedom of Turkish female 
characters does not help, either). Latin 
America has filled the gap. Turkish 
production companies say that a third 
of revenue from foreign sales comes 

from there, more than any other re-
gion. Somewhat conservative themes 
resonate with many Latin Americans. 
“We like big families, big dinners, and 
we value things like respect for elders,” 
says Ozlem Ozsumbul of Madd Enter-
tainment, a distributor.

From Ecuador to Mexico, prime-
time slots are now filled by Turkish 
shows. “Kara Para Ask” (Black Money 
Love) counts Lionel Messi, an Argentin-
ian footballer, as a fan. In 2018 Venezu-
ela’s dictator, Nicolás Maduro, visited 
the set of “Dirilis: Ertugrul” (Resurrec-

tion: Ertugrul), where he tried his hand 
at blacksmithing, wore a traditional hat, 
and is said to have compared himself to 
the show’s hero, the father of the found-
er of the Ottoman Empire.

But the biggest fans of Turkish tele-
novelas are señoras of a certain age. 
They like them because they are less 
raunchy and gory than local shows, 
with their gun-toting drug lords. It 
takes 28 episodes before Sherezade and 
Onur share their first kiss, which even 
Argentina’s leading conservative news-
paper complained lacked “fervour”. 

Norma, an 82-year-old in Buenos Ai-
res, likes Turkish shows because “they 
are so decent, so romantic.” Her carer, 
Karina, adds: “Argentine telenovelas 
are too extreme, on the first date they 
already have sex!” They watch Turkish 
shows every day from 4pm until Norma 
goes to sleep.

It also helps that, in contrast to 
Turkey, where dramas are shown 
once a week and can run for over two 
hours, in Latin America these shows 
are chopped up into shorter chunks. 
This makes them far easier to watch; 

it also helps boost the ratings of the 
tv channels, which can spin out the 
tales over hundreds (if not thou-
sands) of episodes. The formula may 
feature few besos, but it brings in 
plenty of pesos.

The Economist 
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Petite and Picture Perfect
Teenage girls with perfectionist tendencies need 

to take extra care with social media

W
e all do it. Robot-like, we endlessly scroll 
through social media feeds. To an extent, 
we even go about our daily lives star-
ing at screens while ignoring the world 

around us. In fact, evidence suggests a fifth of adoles-
cents spend five or more hours on social media per 
day. Some even log on after midnight.

Social media platforms such as Instagram, Face-
book and TikTok are a ubiquitous part of young 
people’s lives – especially female adolescents. But as 
recent research suggests, the psychological wellbe-
ing of these young women may be at stake as a result. 
And our new study, published in the Personality and 
Individual Differences journal, has identified a group 
who may be particularly vulnerable.

Social media feeds are filled with beautiful models, 
people living perfect lives and unattainable body ide-
als. Photographs are altered using filters – and only a 
person’s highlights are shown. We find ourselves un-
der the spell of social media, and while there are ben-
efits to using it, it often takes an emotional toll.

Female adolescents are particularly vulnerable to 
the stringent standards of beauty displayed on social 
media. Social media often intensifies their insecuri-
ties and anxieties. And, in the face of the edited, per-
fect lives of others, many feel inadequate.

This is partly because social media provides fe-
male adolescents with a platform to compare their ap-
pearance with others. Sadly, research suggests that 
women often perceive themselves negatively in such 
comparisons. It has been shown to heighten female 
body-image concerns, reduce happiness and increase 
feelings of social alienation.

Rising levels of perfectionism

Whether social media is harmful or not ultimate-
ly depends on who is using it, though. Our new study 
suggests that “self-critical perfectionism” is one char-
acteristic which may make young women vulnerable 
to the harmful effects of social media.

Perfectionism is a personality trait character-
ised by irrational standards and harsh self-criticism. 
People who are high in self-critical perfectionism are 
likely to set uncompromising standards for their ap-
pearance and compare themselves negatively with 
others. They can also have a tendency to feel that 
other people or society more generally demand per-
fection. This can lead to chronic concerns about oth-
ers’ criticism and expectations.

Recent research has found perfectionism to be 
rising in young people. This is particularly alarming, 
as perfectionism has been linked to a host of negative 
outcomes, such as depression, syptoms of eating dis-
orders, and even thoughts and ideas about suicide.

To test whether perfectionists really are more 
vulnerable on social media, we measured 135 female 
adolescents’ level of perfectionism, body apprecia-
tion, depressive symptoms and comparisons based 
on appearance on social media. We did this once a 
week for four weeks.

In line with previous research, we found that the 
girls who were self-critical perfectionists were more 
likely to have greater depressive symptoms and lower 
body appreciation. However, we also discovered that 

the girls reported even more depressive symptoms 
and negative body image when comparing their ap-
pearance negatively to others on social media.

People higher in self-critical perfectionism are 
therefore thought to be especially vulnerable to nega-
tive social comparisons. This is because they derive 
their self-worth from being seen by others as flawless.

While social media can seemingly provide people 
higher in self-critical perfectionism with a fleeting fix 
of self-worth and validation, the endless likes, com-
ments and follows can also evoke feelings of inad-
equacy. Negative comparisons will likely exacerbate 
perfectionists’ underlying sense of inferiority.

Moving forward

Although social media is an inevitable part of 
modern society, we suggest that adolescents who are 
more vulnerable to the negative effects should spend 
more time offline. They should also control what is 

shown on their social media feeds – by unfollowing or 
muting accounts that are triggering their anxieties. 
Finally, they should avoid or reappraise comparisons 
made with others.

In particular, adolescents would benefit from 
questioning the unrealistic standards of beauty on so-
cial media, and being more wary of the perfect images 
portrayed online.

Parents can help by talking with their adolescent 
children about the fact that their value as a person 
does not hinge on attaining a perfect appearance. 
They should help encourage children to avoid us-
ing social media to gain validation and self-worth. 
Indeed, challenging this belief and adopting greater 
self-compassion and self-acceptance is vital to help 
counteract these harmful effects.

The article is being reproduced by 
arrangements with The Conversation 

Marianne Etherson  |  Thomas Curran
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 Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION SUMBAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

FRESH NIT No.130/ET/R&B/SUMBAL of 11/2021.

(Single Cover System)
               For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:- 

S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost (Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees )

Time of 
comple-
tion

M.H of Account Class of 
Contractor

1 Installation of movable steel gate for High School Asham. 0.30 200/ 20 Days PRI Grants (Capex Bud-
get 2021-22)

DEE 
2 Construction of Store/sale store for CAPD at Rakhi Asham. 6.99 300/ 30 Days CEE/DEE

3 Restoration/ Upgradation of road surface by way of WBM,G-II 
in patches/stretches at Safapora

1.65 200/ 15 Days Restoration of POT Holes DEE

Position of AAA: - Accorded.
Position of Funds: - Available
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 10.11.2021 from 10.00 A.M
3 Bid submission Start Date 10.11.2021 from 10.00 A.M.
4 Bid Submission End Date 16.11.2021 upto 4.00 P.M.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 17.11.2021 at 11.00 A.M in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Sumbal

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division 
Sumbal(tender inviting authority) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Sumbal(tender receiving authority). 
3. All Bidders has to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security 
Declaration Form is as per Annexure “A” below)
4. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 02 Days 
before fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of work.
5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Sumbal (tender receiving authority).
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
7.1 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website 
www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process. 
7.2 To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders 
can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor. 
7.3 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form. 
7.4 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. 
7.5 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid. 
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. 
8. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
9. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Sumbal (The date of 
Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Sumbal must be 
uploaded with the documents of the bid. The original Treasury Challan (cost of tender document), and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained 
from the lowest bidder before the fixation of contract. 
10. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. 
11. Price escalation and Taxes:- The %age quoted by the bidder shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of 
the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time 
of recovery. 
12. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents" area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. 
13. In case of CRF and any other specified project. the relevant guidelines / standard bidding document shall be followed. 
14. The successful bidder who fails to submit original copies of uploaded documents especially 3% security performance of NIT. Advt. Cost 
within five days after opening of Bid shall be debarred from participating in future tendering for a period of one year in this Division as per instructions 
and reference of clause 2.20.5.

Sd./
   DIPK-12372/21  Executive Engineer, 

(R&B) Division Sumbal
No. R&B/Sbl/21/2978-85.     Dated: -09-11-2021.

Jal Shakti, 
Public Health Engineering, Department.

�

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

e- NIT No;-CE/PHE/KMR/JSD/20 OF 2021-22, Dated: 06-11-2021 

 	��� �n�� �n� �e����� ��� �tǤ� 
��e�n��� ��� ��� ��� Ƭ�ǡ� ��ie�� �n�inee�� ��� ����ti� � ȋ���Ȍ��ep��tmentǡ� ��s�mi�� � in�ites� eǦten�e�s� ���m� �epute�� �n�� �es�u��e�u�� ��nt���t��sȀ�	i�msȀ��mp�niesȀ�int��entu�e�of all classes �e�iste�e��in�����Ȁ����Ȁ��i����s�����n���t�e��st�te�
��e�nment�����“Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial level and  

fixing  of  item  rates  for  Shopian  district  for  execution  of  Jal  Jeevan  Mission  (JJM) 

works”, �et�i�s������i�����e��i�en��e���Ǥ���e��i��in��p���ess�s������e���mp�ete���n�ine�in�t������e�s��i�Ǥ�Cover 1st ��nsistin�������eǦ�u��i�i��ti�n��i��in�ǡ�ten�e���eeǡ�e��nest�m�ne�ǡ�
ene���� �e�ms� �n�� ��n�iti�ns� �n�� �e��ni���� �pe�i�i��ti�nsǤ� Cover ‘2nd’ s����� ��nsist� ���	in�n�i����i��in�t�e�p�es��i�e�����Ǥ�� �
Sr 

No 

�
Particulars of the work 

�
Estimated 

Cost 

(Lacs) 

Cost of 

document 

/tender 

fee (In Rs) 

�
Earnest 

money 

(Lacs) 

�
Bid 

Validity 

Time of 

Complet 

ion of 

work 

(days) ͳ� ʹ� ͷ� � � ͺ� ͻ�
1. �mp�ne�ment� ��� e�i�i��e���nt���t��s� �t� ����in�i����e�e���n���i�in�����item���tes����� ���pi�n� �ist�i�t� ����e�e�uti�n� ��� ��� ee��n��issi�n���ȋ�Ȍ�������sǤ�����ese�����s���e�����������nsistin����ǣ�Ǧ�� �Ǥ ��nst�u�ti�n� ��� ��te��supp��� s��emes� ��� ������� �i�t��ti�n� � p��ntsǡ�pump� ��usesǡ� se��i�e��ese���i�ǡ� � ��e��e���t�n�sǡ� ���in�� ����ist�i�uti�n�m�insǤ��Ǥ ��i��in�� ��� p���u�ti�n�tu�e��e��Ǥ��Ǥ ����� ��� pumpin�� units����n�� �it�� �ss��i�te��e�e�t��Ǧme���ni��������s� ���� ���nessin�� ���tu�e��e��Ǥ��Ǥ �et���ittin�� ��� e�e�t��Ǧ�me���ni���� equipment’s��t� ���i�us���te�� �upp������emes�

�������������Ȁs��e�me� �ise��et�i�s��i�en� � in��e�ti�n� � ������ ten�e�����ument�

������������
1000/- 

 �����������
180 

days 

 

 Group IV � ����e�ͳ�����es�upt��͵�����es���  � ͲǤͷ�  �ͳʹͲ�
Position  of  funds:   Approved  Under  Jal  Jeevan  Mission  (JJM) ��e� ten�e�� in�itin�� �ut���it�� is� ��ie�� �n�inee�ǡ� ��s�mi�Ȁ� ��� ����ti� ȋ���Ȍ��ep��tmentǤ���e������in���ut���it��is��ist�i�t����ee��n��issi�n�ȋ��ȌǤ��
Note: - 

�

In view of the fact, that this NIT for item rate contract has been framed for 

the first time in the Department, a helpdesk shall be established at the Direction  

office level as well as district level for encouraging and facilitating the intending  

bidders for participation in the instant NIT to ensure wide participation across all  

the Districts. 

 
 

Key/critical Dates: 

i �u��is����te� 08-11-2021 

ii ���ument����n����Ȁs��e�st��t���te� 08-11-2021 

iii ����i�i��ti�n�st��t���te� 08-11-2021 

iv �i��su�missi�n�st��t���te� 12-11-2021 

v ����i�i��ti�n�en����te� 26-11-2021 

vi ��eǦ�i���eetin����te� 22-11-2021 

vii ���ument����n����Ȁs��e�en����te� 26-11-2021 

Viii �i��su�missi�n�en����te� 26-11-2021 

ix ��te��n�� time�����i���penin�� 29-11-2021 
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Air Pollution And Genes May 
Elevate Risk Of Depression
Press Trust of India

W
ashington- Exposure to high-
particulate-matter air pollution 
may significantly increase the 
risk of depression in healthy 

people who have a genetic predisposition 
for the disorder, according to a first-of-its-
kind study.

The research, published on Monday in 
the journal PNAS, combined scientific data 
on air pollution, neuroimaging, brain gene 
expression, and additional data gathered 
from an international genetic consortium 
from over 40 countries.

"The key message in this study, which 
has not been shown before, is that air pol-
lution is affecting important cognitive and 
emotional circuitry of the brain by chang-
ing the expression of genes that are condu-
cive to depression," said Hao Yang Tan from 
the Lieber Institute for Brain Development 
(LIBD) in the US.

"More people in high-pollution areas 
will become depressed because their genes 
and pollution in their environment exag-
gerate the individual effects of each," said 
Tan, who led the research in collaboration 
with Peking University, China.

The researchers noted that all people 
have some propensity for developing de-
pression, but certain people have higher 
risk written into their genes.

This predisposition does not mean that 
a person will develop depression, but it in-
creases a person's risk above the average 
population, they said.

The study shows that depression is far 
more likely to develop in otherwise healthy 
humans who have these key genes and who 
live in environments with high levels of 
particulate-matter in the air.

"Our results are the first to show a di-
rect, neurological link between air pollu-
tion and how the brain works in process-
ing emotional and cognitive information 
and in risk for depression," said Zhi Li, a 
postdoctoral fellow at the LIBD, and lead 
author of the study.

"What is most intriguing is that the 
two factors are linked in such a way that 
they have a multiplier effect on one's risk 
of depression. That is, together, risk genes 
and bad air raise the risk of depression 
much more than either factor does in iso-
lation," Li said.

The brain circuits involved in the ef-
fects of genetic risk and air pollution con-
trol a wide range of important reasoning, 
problem-solving, and emotional functions, 
suggesting potentially widespread brain ef-
fects of air pollution, the researchers said.

The study recruited 352 healthy adults 
living in Beijing, a city with well-document-
ed daily pollution levels.

Participants first underwent genotyp-
ing from which the researchers calculated 
each person's polygenic depression risk 
score -- the mathematical likelihood that 
a person will suffer depression based on 
genes alone.

They then collected detailed information 

about each participant's relative exposure to 
air pollution over a prior six-month period.

The participants then engaged in a se-
ries of simple cognitive tests while under-
going functional magnetic resonance im-
aging (fMRI) showing which parts of the 
brain were activated during the cognitive 
processing.

They were also subjected to social stress, 
which affected how a widespread network of 
brain circuits operated during the tests.

The researchers showed that this brain 
network was disproportionately degraded 
by the combination of the genes for depres-
sion and the relative degree of exposure to 
air pollution.

To directly examine how genes for de-
pression operated in the human brain, they 

examined data from a gene atlas of postmor-
tem human brain tissue.

The researchers then mapped the post-
mortem brain networks to the very same net-
works in living subjects to test whether those 
genes underwrite the effects of air pollution.

The team found that people who had 
high genetic risk for depression and high ex-
posure to particulate matter had brain func-
tion predicted by a tighter integration with 

how genes for depression operated together.
The researchers also found that a sub-

set of genes driving these associations were 
implicated in inflammation, as well a find-
ing that could provide new pharmacologi-
cal insights into mitigating the effects of air 
pollution on brain function and depression.

Tan said that this new understanding 
has implications for policymakers around 
the world.

"Leaders and public health officials 
around the globe have ample evidence that 
additional air pollution controls will lead 
to improved cognitive function and lower 
rates of depression -- particularly in densely 
populated urban areas where air pollution 
is highest, and stress from socioeconomic 
and racial inequities is greater," Tan added.

Leaders and public health officials around the globe 
have ample evidence that additional air pollution controls will lead 

to improved cognitive function and lower rates of depression -- 
particularly in densely populated urban areas where air pollution is 
highest, and stress from socioeconomic and racial inequities is greater

Here’s how 
bedtime is 
associated 
with heart 
health
Agencies

G
oing to sleep 
between 10:00 
and 11:00 
pm is associ-

ated with a lower risk of 
developing heart disease 
compared to earlier or 
later bedtimes, accord-
ing to a study led by an 
international team of 
researchers.

The study was 
published in European 
Heart Journal - Digital 
Health, a journal of the 
European Society of 
Cardiology (ESC).

"The body has 
a 24-hour internal 
clock, called circadian 
rhythm, that helps regu-
late physical and mental 
functioning, while we 
cannot conclude causa-
tion from our study, 
the results suggest that 
early or late bedtimes 
may be more likely to 
disrupt the body clock, 
with adverse conse-
quences for cardiovas-
cular health," said study 
author Dr David Plans 
of the University of 
Exeter, UK.

While numerous 
analyses have investi-
gated the link between 
sleep duration and 
cardiovascular dis-
ease, the relationship 
between sleep timing 
and heart disease is un-
derexplored. This study 
examined the associa-
tion between objectively 
measured, rather than 
self-reported, sleep onset 
in a large sample of 
adults.
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 JAMMU AND KASHMIR PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMISSION

RESHAM GHAR COLONY, BAKSHI NAGAR, JAMMU -180001
 Website: http://jkpsc.nic.in Jammu: 0191-256BS33
 email: coejkpsc2017@gmail.com

Subject: J&K  Combined  Competitive  (Preliminary)   Examination-2021, Horizontal 

reservation for Physically Challeneged Candidates reg;

Ref: GAD-SERV0KAS/477/2021-02-GAD Dated: 10.11.2021.

NOTICE 

DATED:10.11.2021

It is for the information of all the concerned candidates who have appeared in J&K. Combined Com-

petitive (Preliminary) Examination-2021 held on 24.10.2021, that the 4% horizontal reservation 

for Physically Hanidcapped/ Disabled Candidates, in terms of J&K Persons with Disabilities (Equal 

Opportunities Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1998 and Government Order No. 

163-JK(SWD) of 2021 dated:05.11.2021, shall be as under:-

1.  Junior Scale of J&K Administrative Service : 02 posts

2.  J&K Accounts (G) Service : 02 posts

Total : 04 posts

The other terms and conditions as notified vide advertised notification no. 02-PSC (DR-P) of 2021 
dated: 26.02.2021 shall remain the same.

No:- PSC/Exam/KAS(Pre)/2021 (Anil Sharma), JKAS

Dated: 10.11.2021  Controller of Examinations, 

DIPK-12420/21  J&K Public Service Commission

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION KASHMIR
Samanderbagh- S.P College Road Srinagar-190001

Sub:-  Select list of the candidates for the post of "Teacher" (Education Department) District 

Cadre Anantnag in pursuance to Advertisement Notification No. 01 of 2012 dated 
19.07.2012 (Item No. 001) under Prime Minister's Special Package for Kashmiri 
Migrants and issuance of Provisional Appointment thereof.

Ref:-  1) Administrative Department's communication No. Edu-NG K/247/202I-01-SED 
dated 12.10.2021.

 2) J&K Services Selection Board's communication No.  SSB/Secy/Sel/43/2015/
Mig/11126-28 dated 02.06.2021 and No. SSB/Secy/Sel/43/2015/Mig/4110-12 
dated 02.06.2021

NOTIFICATION
Pursuant to the recommendation made by J&K Services Selection Board as 

conveyed by the Administrative Department vide aforementioned communication 

Shri. Amit Raina S/o Ashok Kumar Raina R/o Macha Bhawan and Smt Archana 

Pandita D/o Shri Avtar Krishan Pandita R/o Irkamoo Bidder Kokernag figuring at 
S.No. 29/Wait and 35/Wait respectively in the selection list of candidates for the 

post of Teacher under Prime Minister's Special Package for Kashmiri Migrants 

in District Cadre Anantnag are hereby informed to deposit all the testimonials/

certificates, verification of character and antecedents form prescribed by the 
Government in light of Order No. 528-JK(GAD) of 2021 dated 21.06.2021 within a 

period of 21 days from the date of issuance of this notification in the Directorate of 
School Education Kashmir.

The documents shall not be entertained after expiry of the stipulated time period.

No:-   DSEK/Estt/III/B-Trs/M2/Sel-Part-II/1819 Sd/-Director School Education
Dated:-   8/11/2021  Kashmir
DIPK-12395/21

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM, KASHMIR
e-mail: ddtreg123@gmail.com

Subject: -  Change/Transfer of ownership in the 
Registration Certificate of M/s Jhan  Tour & 
Travels.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, this office has received an application from Ms. Sada Jan D/o 

Late Liakat Ali Jan R/o M.K Chowk, Hawal, Srinagar, wherein she has 
requested this office for transfer of Registration certificate namely M/s Jhan 

Tour & Travel from Late Liakat Ali Jan to Ms. Sada Jan under J&K 
Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011.
Whereas, the applicant along with her application, submitted Original Reg-

istration Certificate, State Subject , Educational  qualification Certificate , 
Character Certificate, Affidavit of TT Act,  PAN Card, Legal heir Certificate 
and Death Certificate of her father  in support of  her claim for favour of 
change in the registration records of this office.
Now therefore, in exercise of powers conferred on me under Sec-
tion 39 of Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011 before 
the request of the applicant is considered for change of name in the 
Registration Certificate, the matter is hereby notified for information 
of General Public/Financial Institutions/Banks/Organizations, etc.  
for purpose of inviting objections if any, the same should reach this 
office within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice in the local newspapers. No objections whatsoever beyond the 
period of 7 days will be entertained and request of the applicant will 
be considered as per rules.   

SD/- 

No: Reg/481/415/DTK Deputy Director Tourism,     

Dated:10-11- 2021  Registration (Kashmir)

DIPK-12411/21

India On Way To Becoming 
Fastest Growing Economy In 
World: Finance Ministry Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI:  Armed with nec-
essary macro and micro growth 
drivers, India is on its way to 
becoming the fastest growing 
major economy in the world, a 
finance ministry report said.

Rapid vaccination and teem-
ing festivities will push India's 
ongoing recovery resulting in 
narrowing of demand-supply 
mismatches and greater em-
ployment opportunities, as per 
the monthly Economic Review 
prepared by the ministry.

"Aatmanirbhar Bharat Mis-
sion encapsulating major 
structural reforms continues 
to play a critical role in shaping 
India's economic recovery, both 
through the signalling of busi-
ness opportunities and expan-
sion of spending channels.

"Armed with necessary mac-
ro and micro growth drivers, 
the stage is set for India's in-
vestment cycle to kickstart and 
catalyse its recovery towards 
becoming the fastest growing 
economy in the world," the re-
view said.

The Economic Survey 2020-
21, released in January this year, 
had projected GDP growth of 
11 per cent during the current 
financial year ending March 
2022.

The Survey had said growth 
will be supported by supply-
side push from reforms and 
easing of regulations, push for 
infrastructural investments, 
boost to manufacturing sector 
through Production-Linked In-
centive (PLI) schemes, recovery 
of pent-up demand, rise in dis-
cretionary consumption sub-
sequent to rollout of vaccines 
and pick-up in credit given ad-
equate liquidity and low inter-
est rates.

India's economic recovery 
gathered steam in the festive 
season, recording a decade 

high Diwali sales of Rs 1.3 lakh 
crore, as per Confederation of 
All India Traders.

Improving COVID-19 situa-
tion amid high business and 
consumer spirits delivered sus-
tained economic recovery in 
October 2021 as well. The glob-
al economic recovery however 
continues to be impacted by 
prolonged supply constraints 
and input cost inflation, it said.

Yet IMF in its October 2021 
update foresees improved 
global growth prospects at 5.8 
per cent in 2021 and 4.9 per 
cent in 2022 triggering a coter-
minous global trade growth, by 
volume, at 9.7 per cent and 6.7 
per cent, respectively.

World Trade Organization's 
October forecast also confirms 
favourable trade prospects un-
derpinned by resurgence in 
global economic activity and 
vaccine dissemination.

This augurs well for India's 
export performance in the 
near future lending credence 
to IMF projecting India be-
coming the fastest growing 
economy, among major coun-
tries, in the current and the 
following year.

Agricultural sector continues 
its strong presence in economic 
recovery with higher acreage of 
Rabi sowing, improved reser-

voir levels, and adequate avail-
ability of fertilisers and seeds 
ensured by the government, it 
said.

Sustained rise in agri-ex-
ports, growing year-on-year 
by 22 per cent in April-August 
2021, bespeaks government's 
commitment to increasing 
farmers' income, it said, add-
ing, rural demand remains 
upbeat with month-on-month 
improvement in tractor and 
two and three-wheeler sales in 
September 2021.

The report said, softening 
retail inflation and adequate 
liquidity in the market are also 
reflected in largely stable G-
Sec and corporate bond yields 
since July 2021.

"A more deliberate effort 
to reduce cost of borrowing is 
seen in complete pass-through 
of policy repo cuts as weighted 
average lending rate (WALR) 
on fresh rupee loans decline 
by 130 basis points between 
February 2020 and September 
2021," it said.

Understandably, it said, RBI's 
Monetary Policy Committee in 
its 33rd meeting during Octo-
ber 6-8 resolved to continue 
with the extant configuration 
on the policy rates and its ac-
commodative stance, while de-
ciding to prioritise growth.

FM To Meet Heads Of Banks, FIs Next Week

Cabinet Approves 
Ethanol Price Hike By 
Up To Rs 1.47/Litre 
For Mixing In Petrol

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Wednesday hiked the price 
of ethanol extracted from sug-
arcane for blending in petrol by 
up to Rs 1.47 per litre for 2021-22 
marketing year starting Decem-
ber, as part of its target to achieve 
20 per cent doping by 2025.

Higher mixing of ethanol in pet-
rol will help cut India its oil import 
bill and also benefit sugar cane 
farmers as well as sugar mills.

The Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs (CCEA), headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
raised the price of ethanol ex-
tracted from sugarcane juice to Rs 
63.45 per litre from the current Rs 
62.65 per litre for the supply year 
beginning December 2021.

The rate for ethanol from C-
heavy molasses has been in-

creased to Rs 46.66 per litre from 
Rs 45.69 per litre currently, and 
that of ethanol from B-heavy to 
Rs 59.08 per litre from Rs 57.61 
per litre, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur 
said at a media briefing.

Oil Marketing Companies 
(OMCs) buy ethanol at a price 
fixed by the government.

Thakur said the ethanol blend-
ing with petrol has touched 8 
per cent in the 2020-21 market-
ing year (December-November) 
and is expected to reach 10 per 
cent in the next year.

Excise Duty Cut On Petrol, Diesel Is 
Significantly Positive For Inflation: RBI Guv

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI:  The recent decision 
of the central government to cut 
the excise duty on diesel and 
petrol is significantly 
positive for inflation, 
Reserve Bank of In-
dia Governor Shak-
tikanta Das said on 
Wednesday.

He said food infla-
tion is now under 
control, but core infla-
tion continues to remain elevated.

That (excise duty cut on petrol 
and diesel) is significantly posi-
tive for inflation, Das said.

Inflation in India is mainly 
caused due to the supply-side fac-
tors, which have been addressed 
by the government, he added.

The supply-side factors have 

been addressed by the govern-
ment, particularly with refer-
ence to pulses and edible oils, 
and now very recently with ref-
erence to petrol and diesel. All 

these have augured 
well for the inflation 
scenario.

So, food inflation, 
by and large, looks 
to be now under con-
trol, Das said.

So far, as India is 
concerned, core in-

flation has remained elevated, 
and that is a policy challenge, 
and we are keeping a very close 
watch of the evolution of the 
core inflation, he noted.

Even the fuel inflation has 
also remained elevated, and the 
RBI is closely monitoring it, he 
added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman is 
scheduled to meet heads of 
banks and financial institu-
tions next week to remove 
friction in credit flow to 
productive sectors of the 
economy battered by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The two-day conference, 
beginning November 17, 
would see participation 
from all public sector banks 
and financial institutions 
(FIs).

Besides, CEOs of top six 
private sector lenders and 
non-banking financial com-

panies (NBFCs), including 
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank, Chola-
mandalam Investment and 
Finance, Shriram Transport 
Finance and Tata Capital, 
would also be present.

In a letter addressed to 
chairman and CEO of banks 
and financial institutions, 
the finance ministry said 
the two-day conference 
will focus on flow of credit 
into different sectors of 
the economy in a seamless 
manner.

Observing that bank cred-
it is integral to economic 
activity, the letter said "tra-
ditionally, banks have been 

the main source of credit 
for various sectors of the 
economy and their lending 
operations have evolved in 
response to needs of the 
economy."

In order to better under-
stand the ecosystem and 
related issues, it said, a 
stakeholders' conference is 

being organised on Novem-
ber 17-18 to be attended by 
Finance Minister and other 
top government officials.

The conference would 
be attended by secretaries 
representing various min-
istries to provide insight 
pertaining to initiatives or 
projects in pipeline of their 
respective ministries or de-
partments that may require 
credit.

Industry association have 
also been invited to share 
their perspective in this re-
gard, it added.

According to sources, the 
two-day conference would 
also undertake a compre-

hensive review of various 
segments, progress in gov-
ernment schemes including 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhi-
yan.

The meeting comes at a 
time when banks are un-
dertaking outreach pro-
grammes to push lending 
in the productive sectors of 
the economy.

Since the commence-
ment of the government's 
nationwide Credit Outreach 
Programme on October 
16, banks have sanctioned 
13.84 lakh loans totalling Rs 
63,574 crore through 10,580 
camps held across the coun-
try as of October 31.

Maruti Suzuki Drives In All 
New Celerio At Rs 4.99 Lakh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Maruti Suzuki India 
(MSI) on Wednesday launched the 
all-new version of its premium 
hatchback Celerio in the country, 
priced between Rs 4.99 lakh and 
Rs 6.94 lakh (ex-showroom Del-
hi). The manual trims are priced 
between Rs 4.99 lakh and Rs 6.44 
lakh while the AGS (auto gear 
shift) variants are tagged between 
Rs 6.13 lakh and Rs 6.94 lakh.

The new Celerio is now big-
ger than the outgoing model and 
comes with an updated engine 
and a host of new safety and con-
venience features. The new engine 
on the new Celerio helps the mod-
el deliver a fuel efficiency of 26.68 
km per liter, making it the coun-
try's most fuel-efficient petrol car.

"India is now fifth largest car 
market globally and Maruti Su-
zuki is proud to contribute nearly 
half of this. We stand committed 
to taking India to much greater 
heights. If we have to grow the 
Indian market further, we have to 
pay special attention to the vol-
ume segment," MSI Managing Di-
rector and Chief Executive Officer 
Kenichi Ayukawa told reporters.

He added that compact cars 
and entry-level cars form a big 
volume in India as nearly 46 per 
cent of the market is hatchbacks. 
"It is with this background that 
we decided to present all-new 
Celerio to the Indian customer...
We are proud to introduce next-
generation K10 C engine to the 
company portfolio with the mod-
el," Ayukawa noted.

He added that the all-new 
Celerio with the 999-cc K10 C 
petrol engine is the most fuel-
efficient petrol car in the Indian 

passenger car segment. "Our en-
gineers have achieved major fuel 
efficiency improvement ranging 
from 15 to 23 per cent across 
variants over the outgoing Cele-
rio," Ayukawa said.

He added that in the following 
months, many other models will 
also be equipped with this next-
generation K family engine. Ayu-
kawa noted that the model rein-
forces the company's commitment 
to India's focus to lower the carbon 
footprint and reduce oil imports. 
"MSI would continue to invest in 
future technologies to bring down 
emissions and improve energy ef-
ficiency," he added.

Commenting on the market sit-
uation, Ayukawa said the second 
quarter turned out to be another 
challenging period for the compa-
ny because of the unprecedented 
global supply crisis of electronic 
components.

Industry, at large, witnessed a 
significant disruption in its pro-
duction operations but despite all 
odds, the auto industry progres-
sively moved ahead, he stated. 
"While in terms of volume, we 
may still be much lower than our 
best of fiscal year 2018-19 but I am 
confident that together we will at-
tain those levels," Ayukawa said.

He further said:"Overall, I feel 
there may be some supply side 
constraints in the short term ow-
ing to shortage of electronic com-
ponents. But the medium and 
long term India story continues to 
look promising."

Ayukawa noted that the vacci-
nation drive being undertaken in 
the country and young aspiration-
al population looking for growth 
and fulfillment, gives hope for a 
quick recovery in the market.

India-Focussed Offshore, 
Exchange-Traded Funds Log USD 
95 Mn Outflow In Sep Quarter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: India-focused offshore funds and exchange-
traded funds (ETFs) witnessed a net outflow of USD 95 
million in three months ended September 2021, making it 
the 14th consecutive quarter of withdrawal, according to 
a Morningstar report released on Wednesday.

This was significantly lower than the net outflows of 
USD 1.55 billion registered during the quarter ended June 
2021. India-focused offshore funds and ETFs are some of 
the promi- nent investment vehicles 
t h r o u g h which foreign investors 
invest in the Indian equity mar-
ket.

T h e offshore fund seg-
ment witnessed net in-

flows, after 13 
c o n s e c u t ive 
quarters of 

net outflows. 
The category gar-

nered net assets 
worth USD 13.6 

million in the September 2021 quarter, which was in con-
trast to the net outflows of USD 1.7 billion recorded in the 
previous quarter.

In contrast, the offshore ETF segment witnessed net 
outflows of USD 108.2 million in three months ended 
September, after three consecutive quarters of net in-
flows. "This is in line with expectations, given that inves-
tors who have been sitting on profits on the back of Indian 
markets touching all-time highs will have chosen to book 
them through the ETF route," the report noted.

Flows into offshore funds are generally considered to 
be long-term in nature, whereas flows into offshore ETFs 
indicate predominantly short-term investment. The off-
shore funds and ETFs category has been witnessing con-
sistent net outflows since February 2018.

The intensity reached its peak in the March 2020 quar-
ter, as almost USD 5 billion left its coffers. This was the 
highest quarterly net outflows that the category had ever 
witnessed. The intensity of net outflows did show signs 
of moderation during the June, September, and Decem-
ber quarters of 2020 as well as during the quarter ended 
March 2021.
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CISF To Hold National Conference 
On Streamlining Security For 
Differently-Abled Airport Passengers
Agenceis

New Delh: Airports guarding 
force CISF will hold a national 
conference on ensuring better 
and hassle-free security servic-
es to differently-abled air pas-
sengers on Thursday, officials 
said on Wednesday.

The all-India conference will 
be chaired by CISF director 
general (DG) M A Ganapathy 
and representatives from about 
150 disability rights NGOs, air-
ports security body Bureau of 
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS), 
Ministry of Civil Aviation and 
CISF security chiefs of all 64 
airports under its charge will 
participate in the event, which 
will have both physical and vir-
tual attendance.

"The day-long conference 
aims to further streamline the 
security protocols that are un-
dertaken in context of differ-
ently-abled passengers at air-
ports under our cover.

"The Central Industrial 
Security Force is committed 
to make air travel absolutely 
smooth and happy for such 
passengers and this confer-
ence is aimed to further thrash 
out issues in this domain," CISF 
Deputy Inspector General (op-
erations) Anil Pandey told PTI.

He said the force also plans 
to replicate the 'swarnim 
sewa' facility, currently op-
erational for passengers at the 
Hyderabad airport, at other 
such civil aviation facilities un-
der its control.

Under the 'swarnim sewa' 
facility, senior citizens, differ-
ently-abled, first-time fliers, 
pregnant women and other 
such category of passengers 
are provided special assistance 

by CISF personnel during entry 
and exit at airports.

The current security guide-
lines for frisking different-
ly-abled passengers, their 
equipments like wheelchairs, 
artificial limbs and others were 
brought in by the BCAS fol-
lowing the 2016 Somalia blast 
where a wheelchair-bound 
passenger was suspected to 
have carried out a blast in the 
aircraft after he tricked security 
at the Mogadishu airport.

A senior aviation security of-
ficer said while the guidelines 
issued by the CISF make it clear 
that passengers with special 
needs, donning artificial limbs 
and on wheelchairs need to be 
frisked with all due respect and 
courtesy, some stray incidents 

do take place where passengers 
allege they were not treated 
well by the security personnel.

Recently, noted dancer and 
actor Sudhaa Chandran had is-
sued a video statement, saying 
she felt "humiliated" when she 
was asked by a CISF personnel 
at the Mumbai airport to re-
move her artificial limb.

The CISF soon after issued an 
apology to Chandran over social 
media saying, "as per protocol, 
prosthetics are to be removed 
for security checks only under 
exceptional circumstances".

"We assure Ms.Sudhaa 
Chandran that all our person-
nel will be sensitised again on 
the protocols so that no incon-
venience is caused to travelling 
passengers," the CISF had said.

The conference aims to stan-
dardise the process across all 
airports under the CISF cover in 
dealing with differently-abled 
passengers and address their 
problems appropriately, an-
other officer said.

Presentations will be shown 
to all the participating stake-
holders as to what and how 
the CISF undertakes security 
checks of such passengers and 
their feedback, grievances and 
suggestions will be noted dur-
ing the event, he said.

The CISF is designated as the 
national aviation security force 
and it has functions under the 
control of the Union home 
ministry. It has 64 civil airports 
of the country under its cover 
at present.

Das Says GDP To Clip At 9.5% 
As Growth Impulses Strong
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI: Stating that growth 
impulses and the fast-mov-
ing economic indicators are 
strong, Reserve Bank Governor 
Shaktikanta Das on Wednesday 
exuded confidence in the econo-
my clipping at the projected 9.5 
per cent this fiscal.

Crediting various measures 
taken by the government and 
RBI for the faster-than-expected 
recovery so far, Das said the fiscal 
and taxation reforms especially 
have played a key role in driving 
growth and reviving confidence.

These measures will continue 
to drive growth going forward. 
But as the monetary measures 
have almost reached their limits, 
going forward the government 
has to be in the forefront driv-
ing faster growth and the central 
bank can continue to support to 
revive the economy ravaged by 
the pandemic, he noted.

Citing a slew of measures the 
government has taken since 
the pandemic struck in March 
2020, the governor specifically 
mentioned tax cuts on fuels, 
tax resolution for the telecom 
sector, annulling of the retro 
tax legislation, sale of Air India, 
plans to sell some of the public 
sector banks and PLI scheme as 
the major reforms and growth-
drivers bearing fruits now.

Though soaring global crude 
prices and many geopolitical is-
sues along with other global head-
winds are challenges to growth, 
the overall growth outlook is very 
positive for us. I am very confident 
that our GDP will comfortably 
grow by 9.5 per cent this fiscal 
because all growth impulses are 
very strong, and the fast-moving 
indicators are stronger.

Our assessment is that we are 
on a path of reaching the 9.5 per 
cent growth comfortably, Das 

said at a function organised by 
financial daily Business Standard 
here this evening.

But there are global head-
winds as advanced economies, 
which have recovered faster 
from the pandemic and had 
posted higher growth numbers 
earlier, seem to have moderated 
now, he noted, putting question 
marks on the 5.9 per cent global 
GDP forecast.

Given all these global GDP 
may undershoot the 5.9 per cent 
target due to shortages of semi-
conductors, shipping containers, 
and the resultant soaring freight 
rates, among others.

But on top of all these is that 
many European, Asian and 
American countries are still fight-
ing the pandemic, Das said, warn-
ing this should ensure that there 
is no room for complacency at all .

He also based his growth opti-
mism on the indications coming 
in from bankers that investment 
loans are making a slow come 
back and will pick up steam from 
the next fiscal.

Our recent interaction with 
bank CEOs make me confident 
that demand for investment capi-
tal is making a slow come back 
and should gather momentum 
from the next fiscal, he said, when 
asked whether he is worried that 
for the first time retail loan book at 
Rs 28.58 lakh crore - driven largely 
by home loans - has surpassed cor-
porate loan book of Rs 28.28 lakh 
crore as of July this year.

Loans will go where there 
is demand. As of now, there is 
great demand for housing loans 
for one as we are now, in the 
lowest interest rate regime and 
ample liquidity, and for anoth-
er, many people are looking for 
more spacious homes due to the 
pandemic, he said.

So, it is up to banks to do risk 
pricing very carefully in terms 

of sectoral allocation of their as-
sets. Each bank has to do its due 
diligence and determine the risk 
appetite, Das noted, parrying a 
direct answer to the question of 
whether he sees any bubble in 
the retail books.

The governor also discounted 
the fears being raised about the 
government being forced to in-
fuse capital into the RBI, as in 
the past three years it had taken 
out a lot of the central bank's re-
serves as dividends.

One report has pegged that the 
government will infuse at least Rs 
57,000 crore to maintain the over 
20 per cent capital buffer that 
the Bimal Jalan panel had recom-
mended. However, Das said this is 
an alarming forecast and there is 
no way that the government will 
have to infuse capital into the cen-
tral bank. But we have more than 
four months left to close the fiscal 
and we will know the exact posi-
tion only by the end of the year.

But all I can say is that the fore-
cast is alarming and there will not 
be any need for capital infusion 
into the bank. This is purely spec-
ulative. Government injecting 
capital into RBI will not happen, 
as it is very alarmist and we don't 
foresee such a position, he said.

On the rising forex reserves to 
the tune being called the Dutch 
problem now, he said most of 
the forex is built through current 
account deficits, and we are ba-
sically a current account deficit 
country. Our reserve accredita-
tion is happening through for-
eign capital inflows, but that also 
makes us responsible to make 
adequate reserve positions.

We want higher reserves to 
deal with any volatility in the 
forex markets, as happened from 
May through August of 2013. We 
should not revisit that episode. 
In a way, CAD is good as it brings 
in capital from outside, Das said.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Pain, Tears, Blurry
she has seen some improvement in her eyes.
Experts suggest the increase in the dryness of 

eyes and blurry vision is a result of exponential in-
crease in screen-time by students.

To reduce the number of hours children spent 
in front of their laptops and mobile phones, the 
Union Human Resource Ministry, last year had 
suggested capping the duration of online class-
es and also limiting the number of sessions for 
students.

The guidelines by the Ministry of Human 
Resources Department (HRD) are called 
“Pragyata”.

According to their recommendation, the stu-
dents from Class I to VIII should not have more 
than two online classes per day, each lasting 
around 30-45 minutes.

For classes IX to XII, the HRD Ministry had 
recommended four online classes per day up to 
the duration of 45 minutes each, which roughly 
equates 3 hours of classes per day.

The guidelines further direct that kids in pre-
primary classes should not spend more than 30 
minutes on their online classes.

However, the authorities have failed to im-
plement these guidelines leaving the Kashmiri 
student community prone to more screen-
time which has potential to cause eye-related 
complications.

Dr. Shazia Shafi, an ophthalmologist working 
at Sharp Sight Hospital, says there has definite-
ly been an increase in footfall of patients since 
the pandemic started.

“Increasing number of kids are having eye 
complications like colour vision loss,” Dr. 
Shazia having an expertise in cataract and glau-
coma says.

“Screen time should be restricted,” she 
added.“Even in-between their classes, students 
should take breaks and follow the 20-20-20 
rule.”

Elaborating about the rule, the ophthalmolo-
gist says that after screen time of twenty min-
utes one should try to look at distant objects 
and try to blink eyes twenty times.

“The blinking of the eyes stops while looking 
continuously at the screen,” the ophthalmolo-
gist says.“As a result the moisture in the eyes 
also decreases. It leads to dry eyes and strain. 
With conscious learning techniques, all this 
can be handled.”

Cop Among
was on leave when he received splinter in-

juries in his left foot due to the blast, while 
Ahmad has sustained injuries on his face and 
left arm, reports said.

However, Medical Superintendent SMHS, Dr 
Kanwaljeet Singh told Kashmir Observer that 
only a civilian with minor splinter injury on his 
arm was brought to the hospital for treatment.

“His condition is stable,” Singh said.
Soon after the incident, police and CRPF re-

inforcements reached the area and launched a 
search operation to nab the attackers.

Pertinently, the grenade attack on CRPF 
picket comes two days after a salesman of 
a Kashmiri Pandit trader was shot dead on 
Monday in Bohri Kadal area of the Old City.

A day earlier, suspected militants shot dead a 
policeman outside his residence in Batamaloo 
area of this capital city.

Mercury Dips
the official said. It was minus 1.9 degree 

Celsius below normal for the place, the official 
said.

Pahalgam, the famous resort in south 
Kashmir, recorded a low of minus 3.0 degree 
Celsius against minus 3.3 degree Celsius on the 
previous night and normal of minus 1.1 degree 
Celsius, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded 
a minimum temperature of 2.1 degree Celsius 
against 1.5 degree Celsius on the previous night 
and it was minus 0.6 degree Celsius below nor-
mal there, the official said.

Kupwara town in north Kashmir recorded 
a low of 0.1 degree Celsius against 1.1 degree 
Celsius on the previous night, the official said.

Gulmarg, the famous skiing resort in north 
Kashmir, recorded a minimum of minus 0.6 
degree Celsius against minus 1.0 degree Celsius 
on the previous night, the official said.

Leh recorded a low of minus 6.5 degree 
Celsius against last night’s minus 6.6 degree 
Celsius while mercury settled at 3.0 degree 
Celsius in Kargil, the official said.

The MeT office has said that there was no 
forecast for any major snowfall for now and the 
weather shall remain dry. (GNS)

HC Pulls Up
the petitioner submitted that the authorities 

concerned are demanding 9% token tax from 
the owners of the vehicles who have applied for 
assignment of new registration mark in the J&K 
even though their vehicles are duly registered 
outside J&K and have already paid life time tax on 
them.

“The submission has prima facie substance. 
The respondents in terms of order dated 
12.07.2021 were asked to file their response 
within one month but till date, no response 
has been filed and the violation to the extent as 
indicated above is in continuation,” the bench 
said, adding, “In the above background, we 
have no option but to ask the respondents to 
adhere to the judgment in letter and spirit and 
there shall be no demand made of 9% token tax 
from the owners of the vehicles who have al-
ready paid the tax at the time of registration 
from outside the UT.”

On July 12, the High Court had issued the 
officials on a contempt petition and sought re-
sponse within one month.  However, the court 
observed that no response has been filed so far.

“Response shall be filed within three weeks 
failing which all the respondents shall appear 
in person,” the court added.

In the contempt petition, the peti-
tioner contended that circular issued by 
the Commissioner/Secretary Transport 
Department was against the purport of the 
High Court’s judgment on April 29 by virtue of 
which RTO Kashmir’s order regarding re-reg-
istration of the vehicles from outside J&K was 
quashed.

Among others, the judgment provides that 
a vehicle once registered in any state of India, 
shall not be required to be registered else-
where in the country.

However, it said, that a motor vehicle regis-
tered in one state and, if kept for a period ex-
ceeding 12 months in another state, shall apply 
to the Registering Authority of the new state/
UT for the assignment of the new registration 
mark and once the life time tax has been levied 
and paid on a motor vehicle at the point of the 
registration of a vehicle, no further tax can be 
levied and demanded on the vehicle, on it be-
ing removed from one state to another. (GNS)

J&K Logs 165
18 from parts of Jammu division, taking the 

number of people infected by virus to 333490.
In the Valley, officials said, Srinagar regis-

tered highest 68 cases, Baramulla 30, Budgam 
17, Ganderbal 15, Bandipora 9, Kupwara 7 and 
Pulwama 1new case of coronavirus. The three 
south Kashmir districts of Anantnag, Kulgam 
and Shopian reported no new cases of virus.

In the winter capital, officials said that 
Jammu reported a maximum of nine cases, 
Poonch 3, two each in Doda and Rajouri dis-
tricts and one each in Samba and Reasi. No new 
cases were detected in Udhampur, Kathua, 
Kishtwar and Ramban districts.

“Moreover, 131 Covid-19 patients recovered 
during the time, 20 from Jammu Division and 
111 from Kashmir,” they said.

DSEK Cracks
books and uniforms, the same should made 

be available in the open market, the circular 
reads.

“Any deviation from these instructions if 
noticed shall be viewed seriously and action 
will be taken as per the provisions of the law 
which may include de-recognition/withdrawal 
of NOC also.”

All Chief Education Officers, the DSEK, said 
shall constitute special monitoring teams 
headed by Deputy Chief Education Officer/
Senior Most Zonal Education Officer to verify 
the complaints received on account of sale of 
books/uniforms by the Private Schools, press-
ing parents for purchase from any particular 
shop and replacing existing books with the 
new one thus adding more burden on the par-
ents during present circumstances in the valley.

“Action taken in this regard shall be submit-
ted to this Directorate on weekly,” the circular 
added.

Ex- J&K Deputy
of the building’s proximity to an ammunition 

depot, the Centre had filed two petitions before 
the high court.

Singh had earlier claimed it was a political 
conspiracy against him.

The piece of 2,000 square metre land was 
brought in 2000 by Himgiri Infrastructure 
Development Private Limited whose share-
holders included former deputy chief minister 
Kavinder Gupta and BJP MP Jugal Kishore and 
Singh.

Gupta, however, had claimed that he re-
signed from the company.

The construction work on the plot had 
started in 2017 prompting the Army to send a 
communication to Singh, who was then deputy 
chief minister in the PDP-BJP coalition govern-
ment, asking him to stop the activity as it was in 
violation of the Works of Defence Act (WoDA), 
1903 which bars any construction activity up to 
1000 yards (914 metres approximately).

The construction activity falls nearly 581 
yards from the boundary of the depot.

A contempt notice was moved by the cen-
tral government in 2018 against Nirmal Singh’s 
wife Mamta Singh for allegedly violating a 
2015 order of the then deputy commissioner of 
Jammu in which the Army depot was notified 
by the state government.

The high court had on May 7, 2018, while 
hearing a contempt petition, asked various de-
partments of the state to file their replies and 
directed Singh and others to “ensure” that the 

2015 order is “strictly implemented with all 
provisions of law/rules and no unlawful/im-
permissible activity in the area is permitted”.

The 2015 order was clear that “no variation 
shall be made in the ground level and on build-
ing, wall, bank or other construction....erect-
ed, added to or altered otherwise that with 
the written approval of the General Officer 
Commanding (of the Army)...”

“No wood, earth, stone, brick, gravel and or 
other material shall be stacked, stored or oth-
erwise accumulated” and the order was appli-
cable to all those living within 1,000 yards of 
the ammunition point at Ban village.

It said that any violation “shall be dealt with 
by the local Army commander under law and 
no compensation in respect of removal of such 
unauthorised structures shall be payable to the 
owners.”

The Defence Ministry had filed a writ peti-
tion on May 3, 2018 when the local adminis-
tration and police failed to implement the 2015 
order.

Despite the high court’s order for strict im-
plementation of the order of the deputy com-
missioner, the construction work continued 
unabated prompting the Centre to move a con-
tempt petition on May 16, 2018.

Officials in the Defence Ministry said that in 
view of militant activities, concerns regarding 
security of such sensitive defence installations 
have always assumed importance.

Guidelines such as the Works of Defence 
Act are meant to deter such threats as well as 
cater for the safety of the civilians residing in 
the vicinity. However, such construction activ-
ity reduces the open area for surveillance and 
monitoring by the Army too.

26 KP Employees
as subordinate offices due to which poor 

beneficiaries and common people are badly 
suffering

“Now, therefore keeping all the above facts 
in consideration you are hereby directed to re-
sume your duties within two days and explain 
your position failing which action as warrant-
ed under rules shall be initiated against you,” 
reads the order.

Pertinently, hundreds of migrant employees 
and Kashmiri Pandit employees left Valley last 
month following a spate of targeted killings.

In the last month, 20 militants, 12 soldiers 
and 13 civilians were killed in different mili-
tancy related incidents, including encounters 
and targeted killings.

The killing of 13 civilians in a month, most 
of them non-locals, is the highest death toll in 
the last two years and the fourth-highest since 
2012.

4 Youths Detained
Rashtriya Rifles from forested Dhara top, lo-

cated four kilometres away from Bhaderwah 
town, on Sunday and handed over to police for 
questioning, the officials said.

They said the detained youth were released 
on surety bond as no militancy link was estab-
lished against them during questioning.

However, the investigation regarding the 
recovery of four gelatin sticks and some phos-
phorus sulphate powder from their possession 
was still in progress as they have been booked 
for robbery. (PTI)

Pak National

Malla Khera village in Mian Wali district of 
Pakistan, they said.

The Border Security Force (BSF) troops ob-
served some suspicious movement early on 
Wednesday.

When checked, they found Najib was try-
ing to enter the Indian territory near border 
pillar number 270/11, following which he was 
nabbed by the BSF sleuths, officials said.

During his frisking, an identity card, two 
Pakistani SIM cards besides an aluminium box 
were recovered from his possession, they said.

The matter is being investigated by the BSF. 
(PTI)

Former Cong Leader
Industry, quit the Congress in December last 

year. He, along with his supporters, was wel-
comed into the BJP fold by Jammu and Kashmir 
BJP president Ravinder Raina and MP Jugal 
Kishore at the party headquarters here.

“I am joining the BJP after being influ-
enced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah, who have devoted 
full attention towards the sensitive Jammu 
and Kashmir, which is hit hard by Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism over the past three de-
cades,” Sharma said.

He said he will work in accordance with the 
policies and directions of the party with ut-
most devotion and dedication.

“Businessmen are the wealth creators and 
employment generators, and hence the doors 
of the party should always remain open for 
them,” he said, vowing to play a crucial link be-
tween the party and the community to address 
their issues.

Expressing happiness over Sharma’s joining, 
Raina said the policies of the BJP-led central 
government were attracting people from all 
walks of life into the party fold as they bene-
fited every section of the society in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“The BJP is getting strengthened in every 
nook and corner of Jammu and Kashmir with 
prominent people, who desire to serve the 
people, increasingly joining the party,” he said.

“Given the public support, we are confident 
of forming the next government with absolute 
majority in the Union Territory, which will go 
to assembly polls after the completion of the 
ongoing delimitation exercise. The next chief 
minister in Jammu and Kashmir will be from 
the BJP,” Raina said.

He assured the people that the BJP will not 
allow “injustice or discrimination”. MP Jugal 
Kishore credited Raina for strengthening the 
party and said prominent people joining the 
BJP in such huge numbers was the result of his 
sincere efforts. (PTI)

Bus Mows Down
was erecting a signal board along highway 

in Bramri, adding, during the course of time 
an overspeeding passenger bus fatally hit a la-
bourer resulting in his on spot death.

Another labourer also received minor inju-
ries in the incident, the Beacon In-charge said.

Meanwhile confirming the incident a po-
lice official identified the deceased as Ghulam 
Mohuiddin Shiekh, 50, son of Abdul Khaliq 
Shiekh, a resident of Kralpora.

A case under relevant sections has been reg-
istered in this regard and further investigations 
are underway, the official added. (GNS)
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OFFICE OF THE JOINT 
COMMISSIONER (WORKS)

CENTRAL OFFICE, KARAN NAGAR SRINAGAR, 190010

TENDER NOTICE FOR

SNOW CLEARANCE OF CITY ROADS AND MUNICIPAL WARDS 

FOR THE WINTER SEASON 2021-22

(Two Cover System)
Fresh NIT No. e-NIT/05/SMC/JCW/SE of 2020-21, Dated: - 08-11-2021.
For and on behalf of the Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal Corporation, Srinagar, e-tenders (in Two Cover System) 
are hereby invited for “Snow Clearance of City Roads and Municipal Wards for the Winter Season 2021-22” as per 
the details given below: -

S. No.
Name of 
the Zone

Municipal Wards
Cost of Tender 

Document 
(in Rupees)

Class of
Contractor

Major Head 
of Account

1. Zone III

1. Maloora-26
2. Qamarwari-23
3. Palpora-19
4. Pantha Chowk-34

2000 AAY & BEE

Devolution 
Grants/
Internal 
Resources

2.
Zone IV

1. Umar Heir-15
2. Soura-16
3. Nowshera-17
4. Lal Bazar-11

2000 AAY & BEE

3. Zone V

1. Hawal-09
2. Madeen Sahib-10
3. Hazratbal-12
4. Dal-03

2000 AAY & BEE

4. Zone VI
1. Batapora-13
2. Zakura-14
3. Brein-01

2000 AAY & BEE

5. Zone VII

1. Lal Chowk-02
2. Nai Sadak-05
3. Magarmal Bagh-29
4. Jawahar Nagar-30

2000 AAY & BEE

6. Zone VIII

1. Karan Nagar-22
2. Safa Kadal-18
3. Jamalatta-20
4. Zaina Kadal-06

 2000 AAY & BEE

7. Zone IX

1. Islamyarbal-21
2. Khanyar-07
3. Rainawari-04
4. Makhdoom Sahib-08

2000 AAY & BEE

The tender document containing qualifying information/eligibility criteria, terms and conditions, BoQ etc. can be 
downloaded by the prospective bidder from Website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the time table given below: - 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 08.11.2021  2:00 PM 
2 Download  Start Date/End Date From 08.11.2021 2:00 PM  to  13.11.2021 upto 4:00 PM
3 Bid submission Start Date 08.11.2021 from 02:00 PM
4 Bid Submission End Date 13.11.2021 upto 4:00 PM

5
Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids 
(Online) 

15.11.2021 at 11:00 AM in the Office of the Joint 
Commissioner (Works), Srinagar Municipal Corporation, 
Karan Nagar, Srinagar.

6
Date & Time of Opening of Financial Bids 
(Online)

To be intimated later on. 

INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS: -
1)	 A Bidder may be a private entity (Firm) as Partnership, Proprietary or a Company incorporated under Indian 

Companies Act 1956, which is eligible as per the eligibility criteria specified in the Bid Data Sheet. (Refer 
Annexure “A”). 

2)	 Bids must be accompanied with Cost of Tender Document in shape of e-Challan/Treasury Challan/Re-
ceipt/Demand Draft (Non-Refundable) pledged to F.A./Chief Accounts Officer, Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration, Srinagar with A/C No.0216010200000007 payable at J&K Bank Branch Balgarden.

3)	 The Technical Bids received upto due date and time shall be opened online on the scheduled date in the 
Office of Joint Commissioner (Works), SMC. In the event the date of opening is declared as a holiday the 
e-tenders shall be opened on next working date.

4)	 Item Rate BOQ Template shall be followed for the instant work. The intending bidder shall quote unit rate 
in the Financial Bid Document i.e; BOQ. The actual work done Quantities shall be accordingly paid for 
depending upon the depth of snow and surface area of the road corresponding to schedule rates provided 
in the SSR 2020. 

5)	 The bids shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening. A bid value of shorter period 
shall be rejected; The rates and prices quoted by the bidder shall remain fixed during the currency of con-
tract and shall not be subject to adjustment on any account;

No.SMC/JCW/SE/5091-5099,  Sd/-
Dated: - 08.11.2021.  Joint Commissioner (Works)/
DIPK-NB-4913/21 Srinagar Municipal Corporation.

Hazratbal, Srinagar 190006 |  NAAC Accredited Grade A+

A D M I S S I O N  N O T I C E

Applications on prescribed format are invited from desirous candidates for admission 

to One Year Diploma in Diabetes Educator conducted by Directorate of Lifelong 

Learning, University of Kashmir in collaboration with Department of Clinical Research 

SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar. The details of the courses are as under:-

Name of 
Course

Eligibility Study Centre Duration Intake 

Diabetes 
Educator

Graduates in
Pharmacy, Dietetics 
and Nutrition, Nursing, 
Physiotherapy, Clinical 
Biochemistry, Biochemistry, 
Biotechnology and  other 
allied subjects 
Note: Candidates should not be 
engaged in any full-time job elsewhere

Main Campus, 
University 
of Kashmir , 
Hazratbal

One 
Year 
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The application forms can be had from the offi  ce of the Director, Directorate of Lifelong 
Learning, University of Kashmir during offi  ce hours OR can be downloaded from 

website dll.uok.edu.in from 10th November, 2021. The application forms complete 

in all respects should reach to the offi  ce of the Director, Directorate of Lifelong 

Learning, University of Kashmir, by or before 25 November, 2021.  

For any further information please contact on 0194-2272355 during offi  ce hours. 
The detailed notifi cation is available on website dll.uok.edu.in

 List of documents (Self-attested) to be attached with the application:-

 Degree Certifi cate from the recognized University/ institution
 Graduation Marks Sheets(All Years)
 Experience Certifi cate in the relevant fi eld, if any
 Any other Relevant certifi cate 
 4 Passport Size Photographs
No: DLL / KU2021/DE/02 Dated: 09.11.2021 Sd/-  Director

DIRECTORATE OF LIFELONG LEARNING 

UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
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J&K Bank Crowned 
Premier League 2021 
Champions
Defeat Kashmir Avengers 2-1, retain Premier Division title

R. ELAHI

SRINAGAR: The J&K Bank XI was 
on Wednesday crowned the 
JKFA Premier Division League 
2021 champions after they de-
feated Kashmir Avengers FC 
2-1 in the final match played at 
Synthetic Turf, TRC here.

Pitted against the underdogs, 
the seasoned campaigners of 
J&K Bank trailed 1-0 at half 
time, before scoring 2 goals in 
the second half of the match.

The high-flying Avengers 
took the lead in the 8th minute 
through Kelvin. The team held 

their nerves and defended with 
prowess to thwart J&K Bank 
attackers. KAFC’s goalkeeper 
made a few diving saves to keep 
his team’s lead intact.

J&K Bank, however, came into 
the second half all guns blazing 
and brought the game on level 
terms through Akif Reshi. The 
talismanic striker then scored 
another in the 60th minute to 
give his team the 2-1 lead. 

The Avengers tried to get 
back in the game but J&K Bank 
players used all their experi-
ence to see out the game till 
final whistle. Akif was named 

man of the match for his 
match-winning performance.

An awards ceremony was held 
after the match in which Nuzhat 
Gul, Divisional Sports Officer 
(Kashmir) JKSC distributed priz-
es and mementoes among play-
ers and officials. The officials of 
JKFA and JKSC were also present 
on the occasion. 

“JKFA is highly indebted to JKSC 
for providing facilities and other 
logistic support for the tourna-
ment,” the Association said in a 
press release. The tournament 
was organized by DFA Srinagar in 
collaboration with JKSC.

Yahya Warsi FC Wins 
Srinagar A-Division League

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The final match of DFA 
Srinagar A-Division League 2021 was 
played on Wednesday at Synthetic 
Turf, TRC here.

Yahya Warsi FC from Ompora, and 
Haroon FC from HMT, battled it out 
for the title. The two teams played 
excellent football but couldn’t find 
the back of the net. At full time the 

score remained 0-0, and the match 
was decided in a tie-breaker.

Yahya Warsi FC managed to defeat 
Haroon FC 6-5 in the penalty shoot-
out to lift the A-Division title.

Nuzhat Gul, DSO (K) JKSC, was 
the chief guest and Mushtaq Ahmad 
Zargar, Manager Gindun Ground Sgr. 
was the guest of honour on the occa-
sion, and distributed prizes and me-
mentoes to players and officials.

T20 WC SemifinalPCB Chief Ramiz Raja 
Backs Babar Azam In Semis

Battle With Shaheen 
In Powerplay Will Be 
Crucial: Finch

Favourites Pakistan Face 
Resurgent Australia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: Pakistan seem primed to 
win their second title but it will 
take a special effort to upstage 
a tenacious Australia, which 
is peaking at the right time, in 
the second semifinal of the T20 
World Cup here on Thursday.

Pakistan have turned it around 
following their first-round exit in 
2016. The Babar Azam-led side 
has defied the odds to become 
the team to beat this edition. The 
2009 champion is the only team 
that remains undefeated in the 
ongoing tournament.

The last time these two met in 
the semifinals of a T20 World Cup, 
Australia, inspired by Mike Hussey, 
had beaten Pakistan in a thriller.

But in the ongoing edition, 
the Men in Green have resisted 
crumbling under pressure and 
are comfortable in the UAE, hav-
ing hosted several seasons of 
the Pakistan Super League and 
their home matches here since 
the 2009 terror attack on the Sri 
Lankan team shut down inter-
national cricket in their country.

Following a historic win over 
India where they looked com-
pletely invincible, Pakistan have 
showed very few chinks in their 
armour against New Zealand 
and Afghanistan.

The formidable top-order, led 
by the tournament's leading run-
scorer Azam (264), who has four 
half-centuries against his name, 
is expected to deliver once again 

but Australia's bowling attack 
will also be ready and waiting to 
capitalise on any slip up.

In case the opening duo of 
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan 
fail, Pakistan have an array of 
match-winners in the middle or-
der in the form of six-hitting ma-
chine Asif Ali and veterans Shoaib 
Malik and Mohammad Hafeez, 
who all are among the runs.

However, the team would be 
expecting more from Fakhar Za-
man, the only one to have not 
made a significant contribution 
with the bat yet.

Their bowling attack has been 
as impressive as their batting unit 
if not more. Pacers Shaheen Shah 
Afridi and Haris Rauf have trou-
bled batters but Hasan Ali has had 
an ordinary tournament and, al-
though skipper Azam has backed 
the speedster to come good, Aus-
tralia is likely to target him.

Spinners Imad Wasim, Mo-
hammad Hafeez and Shadab 
Khan will be skipper Azam's 
main weapons against Australia, 
a side that struggles against spin 
in general.

On the other hand, Australia, 
the 2010 runners-up, are begin-
ning to peak at the right time in 
their bid to win their only miss-
ing title.

Apart from the eight-wicket 
mauling by England, Aaron 
Finch and Co. have registered 
dominant wins which helped 
them book a semifinal slot 
ahead of South Africa.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KARACHI: Babar Azam has led 
Pakistan team well in the ongo-
ing T20 World Cup and doesn't 
need to do anything differently 
in the semi-final against Austra-
lia on Thursday, PCB chairman 
and former skipper Ramiz Raja 
said on the eve of the game.

Pakistan have comfortably won 
all their five games and are dubbed 
as favourites to beat Australia, who 
haven't been bad either.

"So far the Pakistan team has 
really done well and impressed 
us well with their consistent 
performances. I don't think 
Babar Azam needs to do any-
thing differently in the semi fi-
nal against Australia. The team 
should just remain motivated 
and play fearlessly," Ramiz said 
in a statement.

Ramiz said that he was happy 
to see the Pakistan team shed 
the tag of being inconsistent 
performers by doing consistent-
ly well in the T20 World Cup and 
winning five matches in a row.

"The win over India was the 
result of a strong temperament 
while we beat New Zealand 
with some good planning while 
the win over the Afghanistan 
team came after playing their 
spinners well," he added.

He said that Babar's leadership, 
the players' self belief and their 

humble behaviour on the field 
had been appreciated by every-
one and had led to consistency in 
the team's performance as well.

"You have qualified for the 
knock-out stage victory or de-
feat is not in any human's hand. 
But you should just continue 
to play good cricket and have 
self belief. The entire nation's 
prayers are with you."

Ramiz said he was just happy to 
see that no player is afraid of de-
feat and they are playing fearless 
cricket which is the brand of crick-
et Pakistan should always play.

Ramiz, who took over as Chair-
man of the board on 13th Sep-
tember accepted Babar's request 
for changes in the squad before 
the World Cup, something which 
the Pakistan captain admitted on 
Tuesday had allowed him to lead 
the side more confidently and 
without fear of defeat.

Ramiz himself is flying to 
Dubai to attend the World Cup 
final and also the ICC board 
meeting, which is being held for 
the first time in person since the 
Covid-19 outbreak last year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: Australia will need to han-
dle Shaheen Shah Afridi's inswing-
ing deliveries in the Powerplay 
overs well when they face Pakistan 
in the second semi-final of the T20 
World Cup, captain Aaron Finch said 
on Wednesday.

Pakistan have won all five group 
league games but it's Afridi's fiery 
first spell against India in the open-
ing Super 12 game that is now a part 
of T20 folklore.

"Shaheen has been in really good 
form for Pakistan. Yeah, so that's go-
ing to be a crucial battle no doubt,' 
Finch said at the pre-match press 
conference.

Underlining the importance of 
the first six overs, Finch said: "I 
think what we've seen over the 
course of the tournament is how 
important the powerplay is for bat-
ting and bowling.

"I think the stats around the mid-
dle overs and the death overs are 
pretty similar throughout, but the 
Powerplay definitely holds the key."

Finch didn't give too much cre-
dence to the theory that losing the 
toss could be of disadvantage.

"I think when it comes to finals, it 

doesn't make too much of a differ-
ence to be honest.

"I believe getting runs on the 
board, especially in a final, can be 
really beneficial. We've talked about 
it. We're confident that we can win 
if we happen to bat first or second."

He said Pakistan's current 
form provides them with an 
edge and also they have a quality 
spin attack in left-arm spinner 
Imad Wasim, leg-spinner Shadab 
Khan and off-spinner Moham-
med Hafeez.

"In terms of the Pakistan 
spin, they've had some really 
good success obviously with 
Imad bowling in the powerplay 
predominantly and then Sha-
dab throughout the middle overs 
they've been excellent."

But the Australian skipper has 
faith in Adam Zampa's abilities 
and also backed Glenn Maxwell's 
off-breaks.

"We've been really happy with 
how Adam Zampa has been going. 
He's bowled brilliantly through-
out this tournament. He's taken 
big wickets at crucial times. He 
gets good players out. Maxwell has 
chipped in and done really well for 
the overs that he's bowled." 

New Zealand Beat 
England To Reach 
T20 World Cup Final

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ABU DHABI: New Zealand reached the Twenty20 World 
Cup final with a five-wicket victory over England in the 
first semi-final in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday.

Daryl Mitchell smashed an unbeaten 72 and Jimmy 
Neesham provided the late assault as New Zealand 
chased down their 167-run victory target with one over 
to spare.

Earlier, Moeen Ali struck 51 not out and Dawid Malan 
made 41 to help former champions England post 166-4 at 
the Zayed Cricket Stadium.

Put into bat, England were 67-2 at the halfway stage of 
their innings and reached the 100-mark in 14 overs, kept in 
check by New Zealand's tight bowling and sharp fielding.

Moeen smashed two sixes and three fours in his un-
beaten 37-ball knock.
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India Records 
11,466 Covid-19 
Cases, 460 Deaths
Agenceis

NEW DELHI: India recorded 
a single-day rise of 11,466 
Covid-19 cases on Wednesday, 
taking the country’s tally of in-
fections to 3,43,88,579, while 
the count of active cases has de-
clined to 1,39,683, the lowest in 
264 days, Union Health Ministry 
data showed.

The death toll due to the 
disease climbed to 4,61,849, 
with 460 daily fatalities being 
recorded, according to the data 
updated at 8 am.

The daily rise in new corona-
virus infections has been below 
20,000 for 33 straight days. Less 
than 50,000 daily new cases 
have been reported for 136 con-
secutive days now.

The tally of active cases has 
declined to 1,39,683 which 
comprises 0.41 per cent of the 
total infections, the lowest since 
March 2020, while the national 
Covid-19 recovery rate was re-
corded at 98.25 per cent, the 
highest since March 2020, the 
ministry said.

A decrease of 955 cases was 

recorded in the active COVID-19 
caseload in a span of 24 hours, 
the data showed.

The daily positivity rate was 
recorded at 0.90 per cent. This 
has been less than two per cent 
for 37 days. The weekly positiv-
ity rate was recorded at 1.20 per 
cent. This figure has been below 
two per cent for 47 days, accord-
ing to the ministry.

The number of people who 
have recuperated from the dis-
ease has surged to 3,37,87,047, 
while the case fatality rate was 
recorded at 1.34 per cent.

The cumulative number of 

doses administered in the coun-
try so far under the nationwide 
Covid-19 vaccination drive has 
exceeded 109.63 crore.

India’s Covid-19 infection tal-
ly had crossed the 20-lakh mark 
on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on 
August 23, 40 lakh on September 
5, 50 lakh on September 16, 
60 lakh on September 28, 70 
lakh on October 11, 80 lakh 
on October 29, 90 lakh on 
November 20 and the one-crore 
mark on December 19.

India crossed the grim mile-
stones of two crore cases on May 
4 and three crore on June 23. PTI

Afghan Territory Must Not Be Used For 
Terrorism: Delhi Dialogue On Afghanistan Crisis
Agenceis

T
op security czars of India, 
Russia, Iran and five cen-
tral Asian countries on 

Wednesday pledged to work for 
ensuring that Afghanistan does 
not become a safe haven for glob-
al terrorism and called for the 
formation of an open and truly 
inclusive government in Kabul.

At the end of an India-hosted 
security dialogue on Afghanistan, 
the security officials came out 
with a declaration reaffirming that 
Afghan territory should not be used 
for sheltering, training, planning or 
financing terrorist activities.

The Delhi Regional Security 
Dialogue on Afghanistan voiced 
concern over the deteriorating 
socio-economic and humanitar-
ian situation in that country and 

underlined the need to provide 
urgent humanitarian assistance 
to the Afghan people.

The security officials also said 
that humanitarian assistance 
should be provided in an unim-
peded, direct and assured man-
ner to Afghanistan and that the 
assistance is distributed within 
the country in a non-discrimina-
tory manner across all sections of 
Afghan society.

The central Asian countries 
that attended the dialogue are 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

In his opening remarks, NSA Ajit 
Doval said the recent developments 
in that country have important 
implications not only for Afghan 
people but also for the region.

The declaration said the of-
ficials reiterated strong support 

for a peaceful, secure and stable 
Afghanistan while emphasising 
the respect for sovereignty, unity 
and territorial integrity and non-
interference in its internal affairs.

It said they also expressed 
deep concern over the suffer-
ing of the Afghan people aris-
ing from the security situation 
in Afghanistan and condemned 
the terrorist attacks in Kunduz, 
Kandahar and Kabul.

They specifically emphasised 
that Afghan territory should not 
be used for sheltering, training, 
planning or financing any terror-
ist acts.

The declaration said the offi-
cials condemned in the strongest 
terms all terrorist activities and 
reaffirmed their firm commit-
ment to combat terrorism in all 
its forms including its financing.

FB User Data Requests 
From Indian Govt 
Increased In 2021: Meta
Agenceis

I
ndia with 45,275 requests was 
once again second to the US 
in terms of asking Meta (for-

merly Facebook) to provide user 
data in the first half of 2021, and 
social network restricted access 
in India to 442 items in response 
to directions from the Ministry 
of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY).

The restricted access was due 
to violating Section 69A of the 
Information Technology Act, 2000, 
including content against security 
of the state and public order.

"We also restricted ac-
cess to 22 items in response 
to reports received from the 
Elections Commission of India. 
Additionally, we restricted ac-
cess to 65 items in response to 
other valid court orders and to 
six items in response to private 
reports of defamation," Meta said 
in a statement late on Tuesday.

From January-June 2021, 
Facebook received a total of 
45,275 requests (legal/emergen-
cy) from the Indian government. 
In the earlier July-December 2020 
period, the total requests from the 
Indian government were 40,300.

The Indian government also 
requested Facebook to provide 
data of 68,485 users, of which 
51 per cent requests were met 
with, informed Meta.

The company, however, 
did not reveal the nature of 
the requests from the Indian 
government.

In the July-December 2020 
period, the social network had 
restricted access in India to 878 
items in response to directions 
from MeitY.

Meta announced earlier this 
month that the social network 
removed over 30 million pieces 
of content in September on 
Facebook and Instagram in India.

The social network acted upon 
26.9 million pieces of content 
across 10 policies for Facebook 
and over 3.2 million pieces of 
content across 9 policies for 
Instagram in compliance with 
the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and 
Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021, the company said in 
its monthly compliance report.

Globally, during the first six 
months of 2021, government re-
quests for user data increased 10.5 
per cent from 1,91,013 to 2,11,055.

Of the total volume, the US 
continues to submit the largest 
number of requests, followed 
by India, Germany, France, Brazil 
and the UK.

"In the US, we received 63,657 
requests, which was 4 per cent 
more than the total we received 
in the second half of 2020," the 
company said.

Another Name Change 
In UP: Yogi Suggests 
Vedamau For Badaun
Agenceis

U
ttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
has clearly indicated that 

yet another district in the state 
may have a change of name.

Addressing a function in 
Badaun district on Tuesday, the 
chief minister said, "Badaun was 
earlier known as Vedamau. It was 
a centre for Vedic studies and it 
is the most fertile land in the 
world."

Though there was no earlier 
demand for change of name, the 
chief minister's indication on 
Tuesday has spurred the local 
BJP unit into action.

Rajit Sabharwal, a local BJP 
leader, said, "We will now put up 

a formal demand for change of 
name of Badaun. We have already 
started making preparations and 
are delving into history to put up 
the facts. We hope that the process 
gets completed before elections."

According to mythological 
stories, Badaun was named after 
Ahir prince Budhh. It has been 
noted by Prof. Goti John that this 
city was named 'Bedamooth' in 
an ancient inscription and this 
region was called Panchal.

According to the lines on 
stone writeup, there was a vil-
lage 'Bhadaunlak' near the city. 
A Muslim historian, Roz Khan 
Lodhi, said that here the Ashoka 
- The Great built a Buddh Vihar 
and a fort and named it as 
BuddhMau.

India Wouldn't Have Seen 
Partition Had Jinnah Been 
Made First PM: Rajbhar
Agenceis

S
uheldev Bhartiya Samaj 
Party chief Om Prakash 
Rajbhar on Wednesday said 

there would have been no parti-
tion had Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
been made the first prime min-
ister, adding to the row on a 
remark by Samajwadi Party su-
premo Akhilesh Yadav.

Rajbhar made the assertion, 
in the wake of his poll ally Yadav 
talking of Jinnah in the same 
breath as Sardar Vallabhai Patel, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal 
Nehru as freedom fighters, trig-
gering criticism from BJP lead-
ers, including UP Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath.

"Had Jinnah been made the 
first prime minister, the parti-
tion of the country would not 
have happened," Rajbhar told 
reporters in Varanasi.

On BJP leaders’ criticism 
of Yadav's remark on Jinnah, 
Rajbhar asserted, “Read Advani 
Ji’s views, read Atal Ji’s views, 
read the views of country’s oth-
er well-wishers on the prospect 
of Jinnah having been made the 
PM. Why did they praise him?”

Rajbhar was apparently refer-
ring to purported statements of 

former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and former Deputy PM 
L K Advani on Jinnah in the past.

Yadav had made the remark ap-
parently equating Pakistan fonder 
Jinnah with Gandhi and Nehru 
while lavishing praise on Patel 
on his 146th birth anniversary on 
October 31, raising many eyebrows.

Addressing a public meeting 
in Hardoi, the SP leader had said, 
"Sardar Patel understood the 
ground and he made decisions 
accordingly. Hence, he is also 
known as Iron Man.”

"Sardar Patel, Father of 
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and 
(Muhammad Ali) Jinnah studied 
in the same institute and became 
barristers. They helped (India) get 
freedom and never backed away 
from any struggle," he had said.

Yadav had also referred to the 
ban imposed on the RSS by Patel, 
the then home minister, follow-
ing the assassination of Gandhi in 
1948, saying only he could do it.

Reacting to Yadav’s statement 
on Jinnah, BJP spokesperson 
Rakesh Tripathi had said Jinnah 
was considered a villain in the 
country and those who are try-
ing to use his name will not get 
any benefit.

"Bedtime Fail": New 
Zealand PM As Daughter 
Interrupts Livestream
WELLINGTON: New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
was busy telling the nation 
about important revisions to 
Covid-19 restrictions when 
an unexpected voice cut in: 
"mummy"?

In a situation familiar to par-
ents worldwide, the leader's 
three-year-old daughter Neve 
had decided everything, even 
the affairs of state, could wait.

"You're meant to be in bed, 
darling," the 41-year-old Kiwi 
leader says, turning away 
from the Monday's Facebook 
livestream to offer an also-fa-
miliar observation-cum-plea.

"No," Neve responds unde-
terred, launching what ended 
up being protracted, and for 
Ardern, fruitless, negotiations.

"It's bedtime, darling, pop 
back to bed. I'll come and see 
you in a second. I'll come and 
see you in a minute. Okay, -- 
sorry, everybody," Ardern says 

with a wry smile.
"Well, that was a bedtime fail, 

wasn't it? I thought here's a mo-
ment I'll do a Facebook Live, It 
will be nice and safe. Does any-
one else have kids escape like 
three, four times after bedtime? 
Thankfully, my mum's here so 
she can help out."

"Okay, where were we?" 
Ardern tried to continue. The 
little voice returns: "What's tak-
ing so long?"

"I'm sorry, darling, it is taking 
so long. Okay. I'm sorry, every-
one. I'm going to just go and put 
Neve back to bed. Because this is 
well past her bedtime. Thanks 
for joining me."

While not as dramatic as the 
moment the children of Korea 
analyst Robert Kelly interrupt-
ing his 2017 BBC interview, it is 
not the first time Neve has sto-
len the limelight.

PromotedListen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.com


